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TMCA Board
of Directors
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Sonja Swiger

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
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Ashley Wilson

Galveston County Mosquito
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October 2024 - October 2025

3



www.gtmolecular.com
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Contact Chair for consideration
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Sonja Swiger, Chair
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I know this is not a Brag Board, but Texas
Mosquito Control Association can
certainly brag about our superb Spring
meeting! Our San Antonio training event
is always a favorite among our ranks and
this Spring meeting saw over 100
professionals receiving CEUs. I offer
special thanks to our sponsors and their
consistent physical and financial
presence that improves our member
experience. 

President’s Message

The 2024 season was tough for most of us. Very tough for some of us.
The 2024 West Nile virus human case numbers are still being verified
and posted. The number I saw today is more than 275 cases higher
than the human case number I saw in December.  As of May 1 , last
season had 444 total WNV Disease cases with 352 cases of West Nile
Neuroinvasive.  See for yourself here: : DSHS Reportable Zoonotic
Diseases in Texas

st

Many parts of our state are experiencing budget cuts to vector control
programs along with department decisions and City ordinances against
fogging – even when West Nile virus is detected. These program cuts and
moves away from proven interventions come tightly on the heels of one
of the State’s most significant West Nile virus seasons. Each of those
numbers is a family that has been impacted, sometimes tragically. Our
positions demand that we speak out against the program cuts and
department decisions that do not align with CDC and AMCA
recommendations. 
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Within five short months, the most eventful parts of the 2025
mosquito season will be behind us and TMCA will be gathering in
El Paso for the Fall meeting. We have some changes to the
Association Board to vote on, presentations on research,
techniques, and tactics different from our own, Young
Professionals to influence, and a darn fine Bar B Que Social. I
look forward to learning from our peers and visiting with you
there. 

TMCA has a great new(ish) website that greatly aided the
registration process for the Spring meeting and will drive better
engagement and attendance for future functions. Please go visit
the new website and email a thank you note to the TMCA
webmaster Tiffany Walker for all her creative energies and
thoughtful design. 

Mosquito season has now started for many of us, and we know
that the coming months demand our full attention. Our staff
members and field teams will spend many hours away from their
families and loved ones this summer so that other families may
enjoy the summer and be protected from mosquito borne
diseases. Enjoy the time you spend with your loved ones and be
glad you have them in your life. Stay safe.

Patrick Prather
Municipal Mosquito 

President’s Message Continued
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TMCA ADMINISTRATIVE NOTES

Membership  in TMCA Committees
We have openings in the following committees

Website, Social Media, & Young Professionals
Contact Committee chair or sign up on TMCA

Website  

Advertise in the TMCA Newsletter
Advertising rates are $50 for full
page (8.5 x 11) ad and $30 for half

page (8.5 x 5.5) ad. Submit artwork to
TMCA Editor.

Publishing in the TMCA Newsletter

Do you have interesting news or pictures
that you 

would like to share with TMCA Members?

Please send them to 
Tiffany, TMCA Newsletter Editor

Mission Statement:
To protect public health and quality of life inTexas by promoting research and bestmanagement practices in vector control throughcollaborative networking and educational

opportunities

Vision Statement:
To be the leader for mosquito and vector control

issues in Texas.

.

Mosquito Surveillance Field

Coordinator - Harris County

Director, Mosquito and Vector Control- Harris

County Public Health

JOB POSTINGS

Click the links 

for more info

Testing & Evaluation Entomologist -

Harris County

Mosquito Surveillance Field Coordinator -

Harris County

Surveillance Epidemiologist - Harris County

ULV Truck Driver - Fort Bend County

Vector Control Coordinator - Wichita Falls
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https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/harriscountytx/jobs/4908939/mosquito-surveillance-field-coordinator?department[0]=Public%20Health%20Services&sort=PostingDate%7CDescending&page=3&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/harriscountytx/jobs/4900746/surveillance-epidemiologist-grant-funded?department[0]=Public%20Health%20Services&sort=PostingDate%7CDescending&page=3&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://fortbendcountytx.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/externalcareers/details/Ultra-Low-Volume-Spray-Truck-Driver---Environmental-Health-Services_JR487-04-25?jobFamilyGroup=2824dc941f61100172a93acaaf060000
https://munisweb.wichitafallstx.gov/ess/EmploymentOpportunities/JobDetail.aspx?req=1717&sreq=1&form=PER&desc=VECTOR%20CONTROL%20COORDINATOR


                         For those who follow legislation introduced into the Texas House

or Senate, you may have noticed TX House Bill 2998 introduced by

Representative Lowe from Tarrant County. The aim of this bill was to

introduce legislation requiring a vote for “mass applications of pesticides by

municipalities or counties”. The Texas Mosquito Control Association (TMCA)

monitors for bills of this type that may affect mosquito control operations. If

enacted as worded, this would seemingly require a vote for mosquito ULV

and other mosquito related pesticide applications as well as general

pesticide applications. There is no definition of what exactly “mass pesticide

applications” are other than an application made by a “motorized vehicle or

other motorized device”. There is also no clarity about how often this vote

would need to happen if enacted. There are obvious issues with this bill

conflicting with other already implemented laws in the agricultural code, and

the health and safety code. TMCA reached out to other affiliates including

Texas Pesticide Management Association (TPMA), The American Mosquito

Control Association (AMCA), Responsible Industry for a Sound Environment

(RISE), the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA), Texas Department of State

Health Services (DSHS), Texas AgriLife and more. As TMCA members we want

to ensure you that these types of issue are on our radar. This bill had been

introduced in February, and assigned to the Internal Affairs Committee in

March. No movement is expected for this bill, but should this be discussed,

this would trigger action from the Texas Mosquito Control Association to

work with the American Mosquito Control Association to write a letter to

each committee member with concerns surrounding this bill and how it

could potentially impact mosquito control operations in the state. If there

are local issue or local legislation that is being introduced in your area, please

feel free to reach out and talk to us about it! Contact Nina Dacko

nmdacko@gmail.com for additional information!

Legislative Issue TX HB2998
By: Nina Dacko
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TMCA Hosts Successful Spring Workshop in San Antonio

The Texas Mosquito Control Association held its annual Spring Workshop
on April 9, 2025, at the stunning San Antonio Botanical Gardens. The event

drew close to 100 participants, all eager to expand their knowledge and
earn continuing education credits.

We extend our sincere thanks to our outstanding presenters, who brought
valuable insights and expertise to the workshop:

Ms. Molly Keck, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Dr. Bethany Bolling, Texas Department of State Health Services
Dr. Pete Obenauer, VDCI
Dr. Jr McMillan, Texas Tech University
Ms. Elizabeth Prokop, Texas Department of Agriculture
Thank you to everyone who joined us and contributed to making the

workshop a great success!
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A Special Thank You to Our Sponsors and
Vendors

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all of our sponsors
and vendors for their continued support of the Texas Mosquito

Control Association. Your generosity and partnership play a vital role
in the success of our events, and we are truly grateful for your

ongoing commitment to our mission.
Your presence at the Spring Workshop not only added value to the

experience for all attendees, but also helped foster important
connections and conversations within our industry. We look forward

to continuing our collaboration and growing together in the years
ahead.

Thank you for all that you do!

With Gratitude to Sonja Swiger

We would also like to give a special
thanks to Dr. Sonja Swiger for her

incredible dedication and hard work
in planning our events. Her

commitment, attention to detail, and
behind-the-scenes efforts are what

help make our workshops run so
smoothly and successfully.

We are truly grateful for everything
she does—thank you, Sonja!15
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Gold 
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Silver

Sponsors

 Gary Ross

 Chris Fedregill

Colton Cooper

Patrick Prather
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Bronze 

Sponsor

Thank You to Our Co-
Sponsors

We would also like to extend
our sincere thanks to Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension and
the Gulf South V.E.C.T.O.R.

Training Center for co-
sponsoring our Spring

Workshop. Their support and
collaboration were

instrumental in making this
event possible, and we
deeply appreciate their

continued partnership in
advancing mosquito control

education and training.
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Sentinel Chicken Program at Galveston
County Mosquito Control District

By: Ashley Wilson
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Ashley Wilson,
entomologist and Program
Coordinator for Galveston

County, taking a sample
from the wing of a sentinel

chicken

Chicks hanging out at the Galveston County Mosquito Control District until
they are big enough to be placed in their new home with county residents.
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Visit TMCA Website to
renew your

membership or
become a new

member
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