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This year, our theme Be___ was a call to
simply be - to exist without adversity. By
holding space for one another, we create
safety in the communities we build,
celebrating the triumphs of generations
before us and continuing their legacy for a
future that allows us to be ourselves.

The Pride Toronto Festival has long been a
cornerstone of our city, uniting millions of
people in celebration and solidarity for the
2SLGBTQI+ cause. This legacy of unity and
empowerment is something we must never
take for granted. As we look to the future,
continued support for Pride Toronto and the
communities it uplifts remains essential.

Together, we can ensure that these spaces of
love, acceptance, and advocacy continue to
thrive for generations to come. We extend our
gratitude to all three levels of government,
community partners, our sponsors, staff,
volunteers, and all other supporters who
made the Pride Toronto 2024 Festival a
memorable event and a resounding success.

Pride Toronto remains steadfast in
advocating for the Human Rights of all
2SLGBTQI+ people.

Kojo Modeste (no pronouns)
Executive Director

leZlie Lee Kam 
(gender mysterious)

Grant Gonzales
(he/him)

Co-Chairs, Board of Directors

 IMPACT OF PRIDE TORONTO 2024 FESTIVAL

*Ipsos and Prism Economics and Analysis partner to conduct the research and estimate the economic impact of the
2024 Pride Toronto Festival. 
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Once again, the Pride Toronto Festival
delivered substantial social and economic
benefits to the City of Toronto, including job
creation and an influx of tourism from local,
regional, and international visitors. Attendance
at this year’s festival reached new heights, with
an estimated 3.1 million* people participating,
making it the largest event of its kind in
Canadian history.

Pride Toronto continues to play a crucial role in
creating one of the largest safe spaces for
2SLGBTQI+ communities in North America. This
year, we were honoured to be joined by a
record number of volunteers, including many
courageous LGBTQI+ refugees from the African
continent seeking asylum. Their joy in
experiencing their first Pride festival was deeply
moving - a poignant reminder of the
significance of our mission. Their presence
added a deeper layer of meaning to this year’s
festival, making it an extraordinary celebration
of resilience, hope, and the unwavering
importance of creating inclusive spaces where
everyone can truly belong.

This report highlights the value the Pride
Toronto Festival has in driving positive
economic impacts for our city, province, and
national economy, particularly through the
festival’s support of local businesses still
recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic.

With an estimated 3.1 million attendees, the
2024 Pride Festival contributed $473.6
million to the GDP, generated combined tax
revenues of $194.3 million and supported the
creation of 4,156 jobs in 2024.
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3.1 MILLION (EST.) PRIDE FESTIVAL ATTENDEES OVERALL
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Where do 
you live?

GTA
89%

ONTARIO
5%

(outside of GTA)

CANADA
3%

(outside of ON)

USA
2%

INTERNATIONAL
1%

(outside of USA)

Distribution of Pride
Weekend Attendees by

Place of Residence

2.1 million people attended the Pride Toronto Festival weekend
between June 27-30, 2024, higher than last year (2 mil).



2023
2022
2019
2018

2024
Hotel, Motel, B&B Private Home Air BnB Other

42% 31% 25% 2%
56%
32%
28%
21%

32%
45%
46%
68%

12%
23%
16%
8%

0%
0%
9%
3%
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Travel Tren
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CAR
42% in 2024

34% in 2023

38% in 2024

29% in 2023
TRAIN

12%

25%
PLANE

6%

12%
BUSOTHER/NO ANSWER

2% in 2024
0% in 2023

How did you 
get to 

Toronto?
Among those not from

Toronto, travelling by car into
the city continues to be the

main form of transportation,
followed by taking the train,

which saw an increase
compared to 2023. 

What type of
accommodation are you
staying in during Pride?

This year, a higher proportion
stayed in AirBnBs compared to
2023 (25%), while the portion
of those who say they stayed in
traditional hotels, motels, and
BnB’s fell (42%)



Pride Toronto 2024 Festival
generated a significant economic
impact, drawing millions of visitors,
boosting local businesses like hotels,
restaurants, and shops. This influx
led to increased sales and tax
revenue for all three levels of
government. Additionally, the
festival created thousands of job
opportunities and fostered valuable
partnerships & sponsorships.

ECONOMIC IMPACT
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The festival's economic success
underscores the importance of
continued support, highlighting its
dual role in celebrating social
progress and driving economic
growth for the City of Toronto.



TO ONTARIO’S GDP

4,156 JOBS

IN TAX REVENUE

$473.6 MILLION

$194.3 MILLION 

SUPPORTED DIRECTLY



PRIDE WEEKEND
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2.1 million Pride Festival attendees each spent an estimated average of $175 on 
Pride-related purchases over the Pride Toronto Festival weekend (June 27 - 30, 2024)

PRIDE MONTH
1 million Pride Month attendees each spent an estimated average of $154 on 

Pride-related purchases over the Pride month in Toronto (June 1 - 30, 2024)
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GDP, TAX REVENUE  + JOBS 
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These are industries which tend to employ relatively more part-time workers,
but most of the jobs supported by the Pride Festival are full-time (55% of jobs
in Toronto and 65% of jobs across Ontario).

The three industries with the largest total GDP impact in Toronto from the
Pride Festival were: 

Food and Beverage Services ($99 mil)
Retail Trade ($49 mil)
Accommodation Services ($33 mil)



FOLLOWERS
IMPRESSIONS
ENGAGEMENTS

77.3 k (48.9)
2.57 mil (1.24)

152 k (107)

54.8 k (48.9)
10.2 mil (3.85)

250 k (118)

36.1 k (36.1)
2.1 mil (451k)
33.4 k (16.3)

TOTAL

168.2 k
17.44 mil 
435.4 k
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SECOND
YEAR

21%

FIRST
YEAR

0% 17% in 2023
1% in 2022
27% in 2019
25% in 2018

13% in 2023
9% in 2022
11% in 2019
14% in 2018

THIRD OR
MORE

79% 68% in 2023
90% in 2022
62% in 2019
61% in 2018

How many years
have you
attended Pride
Toronto’s
festival?
Most attendees have been
festival-goers for three or
more years, though this year a
higher proportion said this was
their second (21%) year
attending compared to 2023.
Less than one percent (n=2)
said this was their first year
attending Pride.

Social Media Growth as of June 2024 (v. 2023)

How satisfied are you
with Toronto Pride

Festival overall this year?
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Satisfaction remains high with the Toronto
Pride Festival overall, with a consistent
portion saying they were “very satisfied”
(81%) compared to 2023.

Very satisfied

Somewhat satisfied

Not very satisfied

Not at all satisfied

18%
19%

1%
0%

0%
0%

2024

2023

2022

2019

2018

81%
81%
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Please rate the Federal Government of
Canada on their current work with
interational 2SLGBTQI+ issues.
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Why is Pride
Important to you
and why did you

come to Pride?

Attendees cited supporting and
strengthening the 2SLGBTQI+
community as being the main reason
they attended Pride and why it is
important to them.

Three in 10 (29%) attendees would rate the federal government’s
work with local and international 2SLGBTQI+ issues as a 1, 2, 3, or
4 out of 10 (where 1 is “poor” and 10 is “excellent”), with 12% rating
it a 1 out of 10. Three in 10 (28%) rate it between 6-8 and 9-10.

1 - 4

5

6 - 7

8 - 9

29%

28%

28%

14%



TRUE
NORTH
STRONG

and
FREE 81%

“VERY IMPORTANT” 
that Pride Toronto
events remain
largely free to the
public.
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Ipsos and Prism Economics and Analysis
partnered to conduct the research and
estimate the economic impact of the 2024
Pride Toronto Festival.

Data were collected via intercept survey
and conducted over Pride weekend. An
online omnibus survey was fielded
immediately following Pride weekend to
estimate attendance.

INTERCEPT SURVEY
A total of n=750 intercept interviews were
conducted. A token incentive of $2 was
offered to participants. The 5-minute
intercept survey was conducted between
Friday, June 28, and Sunday, June 30,
2024, with interviewing stratified over the
course of the three days:

ONLINE SURVEY
The online survey was conducted with a
representative sample of n=2,500 Ontario
residents (unweighted disproportionate
sampling n=1000 GTA, n=1500 other ON)
between Tuesday, July 2, and Wednesday,
July 5, 2024. The data have been
statistically weighted by age, gender and
region.



Additional 
government 

grants

Sponsorship
with 

private
sector 

partners

Private 
donations 

from 
the public

All of the 
above

None 
of the 
above

Don’t know

13% 13%
4%

60%

1%
12%

What other sources of funding do you think Pride
should pursue?
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Thanks to the Generous Support 
of Our Valued Sponsors

Approximately 85% of Pride Toronto’s festival operations are funded
through sponsorships.
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Stay in 
touch

VISIT US ONLINE
PrideToronto.com

FOLLOW US ON IG, FB, X
 @PrideToronto

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER
HERE

http://pridetoronto.com/
http://instragram.com/pridetoronto
http://instragram.com/pridetoronto
http://mailchi.mp/pridetoronto.com/ytpbkly8lu

