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Background to the SPArchive project vy reg Norris retired Marketing Director

The origins of this project date to a precise point in time. 8th August 2024. During a vacation tour of the South West of England in my campervan | visited the wonderful Haynes Motor
Museum at Sparkford in Somerset. As a petrol head this visit had been on my “to do” list for many years, not only to see the fabulous collection created by John Haynes (as in Haynes
Workshop Manuals) but also because Sykes-Pickavant had a long association with his company. Over the years we supplied many tools for use in the preparation of his manuals, but
also because our former Sales Manager, John McMillan was a personal friend of John Haynes. You can read John’s profile on this website.

display like this.

The “star” exhibit in the Haynes Museum just has to be the “Red Room”. The stunning display of red sports cars is a joy to
behold. Go see it! From Triumphs to Alfa Romeos and Ferraris. | don’t think there’s a museum anywhere in the world with a

The cars are beautiful, and | spent a long time admiring the
British classics represented, like this Jenson Interceptor, a true
“Grand Tourer” and Gentleman”s carriage. No surprise then
that our Chairman, Paul Mindelsohn drove one of these in his
Batchelor days!

-
.

However, and most of all, | wanted to see their replica workshop
display. What a disappointment!

No Sykes-Pickavant !

| recall thinking, “we’ll have to do something about this.”
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A friend and former colleague at SP asks me if | have any company catalogues or photographs. | check and |
have nothing. Other former colleagues are in the same position. We also realise that the 100th anniversary

had passed without note in 2021. No one had thought to celebrate this important milestone. Forgotten !
Once again , “we’ll have to do something about this.”

The plan emerged from a group of former colleagues who put together the 75th Anniversary Roadshow in
1996 and who had invested many years of their careers in support of a truly great and unique company.

The SPArchive 100 project was born to capture this history before it was lost.

Now we knew what we had to do.




Corrections and additions

This story has been a complex jigsaw to piece

together and verify.

If you have any corrections or additions we’d be very

happy to receive them.

“To preserve and promote the 100-year legacy of the Sykes-Pickavant brand, products and people.”

Many people have contributed to the evolution of this unique business over 12 decades,
From it’s early roots in 1918 with Great War veterans, right through to 2025 where a new generation are continuing to keep the story alive.
To quote the new owners:

“As the current owners of Sykes Pickavant we feel a huge responsibility on our shoulders to protect the legacy of this
iconic British brand and more importantly preserve all its history going forward as the generations change.”

The “Pioneers” who got this story started deserve special recognition. Post WW1 was a time of a deep financial crisis and
times were hard. Starting any business in such conditions must have been tough and required great determination. Not
only that but the primary companies in this story had to face another World War, but they survived and thrived.

Aside from surviving, these Pioneers also made a major contribution to the emerging UK Automotive Trade, and, made

some truly impressive contributions to their local communities.

To better understand who these Pioneers were and to put the whole timeline in context we’ve put together the following:
. The 100 year timeline & “The Pioneers”
. “Chapter 1-1918/19” the stories of John (Jack) William Pickavant, Wilfrid Hill & Millicent (Millie) Baker
. “Chapter 2 -1921” The Mindelsohn & Gordon families
« “Chapter 3 - 1939 The Sykes family
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Bykes-Pickavant Archiyd ~ The 100 year Timeline
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J W Pickavant & Co

1918

J W Pickavant & Co

Partnership

1910’s

1921

J W Pickavant & Co

Limited

1920°’s 1930°’s 1940’s

1931

J F Sykes
Manufacturers

Agent

1939

J F Sykes (St Annes)

Limited

Sykes-Pickavant Facom & Stanley Sykes-Pickavant
JF Sykes Independent REBORN
1988 1995 2006
PLC Facom Sykes-Pickavant
Flotation Stanley Limited
1969 REBORN

Sykes-Pickavant

Limited

1950°’s 1960’s 1970’s 1980’s 1990’s 2000’s 2010’s 2020’s

1977
Auto Tools (Bham)
Limited \
1985 1987 1990 1992
. Den Product Abrasive Tools Auto Service Products
Vitrex
. Limited Limited Limited
(Florin)
icit 1987 1990 1991
Acquisitions
Visual Pressure Instruments Engine Testing Technique Motortest Gmbh

Limited Limited A M Test Systems Ltd
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Justin Mindelsdhn Marcus Mindelsohn JW Pickavant
Died 1939 Died 1955 Leaves 1925

Retires 1949

Paul Mindelsohn son of Marcus
Director in 1954 MD in 1955
Joint MD with Peter Sykes in 1969
Chairman 1978

Jonas Gordon
Brother of Miriam Mindelsohn
Director 1940’s

Died 1953
Group Chairman 1987
Died 2014
' § Peter Sykes
. Joe Sykes MD
' . Died 1965 Joint MD with Paul Mindelsohn
8% Died 1978

1918/19 - The J W Pickavant & Co Partnership

“Manufacturers and Manufacturers Agents to the Motor, Motor Cycle & Engineering trades

Products included automotive Oils, Greases, Lubricants etc from the County Chemical Co.

1921 - J W Pickavant & Co Ltd Registered Company
Capital £10,000 with finance primarily from the Mindelsohn family.

First catalogue of automotive accessories & featuring Gordon Car Bodies.
The Mindelsohn family was already intermarried with the Gordon family and they also had
crossover business relationships in both directions.

1931 J F Sykes Manufacturer’s Agent

Joe Sykes acted as Northern Area Salesman for JWP for approximately 10 years before leaving to
set up as a “one man band” Manufacturers Agent representing several American Tool Companies
who also produced products for the Automotive market.

1939 J F Sykes (St Annes) Limited

Joe had clearly achieved sufficient success to justify registering a business with Companies House
shortly before the outbreak of World War 2.

At some time after the war the business started manufacturing products in the UK and by the mid
1950’s both Peter Sykes and Paul Mindelsohn had developed a strong friendship.

The “friendly rivalry” between the companies continued through the 1960’s until Peter and Paul
hatched a plan to merge and form Sykes-Pickavant Limited in 1969.

Following Peter’s fatal road accident in 1978 Paul was left with the sole leadership responsibility for
taking the young company forward into the 1980’s and 1990’s.

T5tD i 1570 | 55'5' Stantial Share Interests ' :
Ord ths At 25th April 1994 the company had been notified of the following suos':i::;a‘:rs[::am Interests.
P.C. Mindelschn 2,014 27,210 B & Nibidcion ';""'1“’;1";‘2'52 12‘9
P.F. 8 Mindelsohin 316,
b oW el g Clydesdale Bank (Head Office) Nominees Limited 890,000 8.8
& ¢ G. H. Sykes 734,000 72
Mrs. M.J. Joseph 1,249 16,877 T. V. Sykes 684,000 6.7
Mrs. T.R. Martin 1,249 16,877 J. . Bartlett 627,985 6.2
G.J. Mindelschn 139 1,875 T. R. Martin 583,320 57
Mrs. V,R, Simon 210 2,836 G M s oo 55
r. A. P. Josep! 27, 5.2
Mrs, U.R, Smyth 139 1,875 Phildrew Nominees Limited 508,318 5.0
A.H, 8ykes 1,000 9,000 A. H. Sykes 449,500 a4
Mrs, F.E. Sykes 1,800 1,800 Bank of Scotland London Nominees Limited 331,850 4.1

Shareholders from the 1970 Holdings Company accounts. And Post PLC accounts for 1993




The Sykes-Pickavant 100 Story - The last family “MD’s”
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Peter Sykes Paul Mindelsohn
MD J F Sykes (St Annes) Ltd Director of J W Pickavant & Co Ltd in 1954
Joint MD Sykes-Pickavant Ltd in 1969 MD of J W Pickavant & Co Ltd in 1955
Died 1978 Joint MD Sykes-Pickavant Ltd in 1969

Chairman 1978
Group Chairman 1987
Died 2014



Who was John William Pickavant? (“Jack” and self described as “Himself”)

1882-1972

B [so far we've only been able to find this rather poor photo taken from a 1970’s Canadian newspaper celebrating his 88th

birthday. However from a variety of sources, including his 1970 letter to the company, it's been possible to piece together
another fascinating story. Born in 1882 in Southport the son of Thomas Pickavant, a Railway Guard, and his wife Annie. In
1911, aged 29, he’s living in Southport working as a “Boot Polish Manufacturer”. Married in 1913 at Ormskirk to
Margaret Arkwright. The Imperial War Museum lists his occupation as “Metal Polish Manufacturer” prior to join up.

In 1916 during WW1 he enlists and serves for 3 years in 52 squadron Royal Flying Corps equipped with BE2C and BE12
aircraft from Western Front airfields in France. In June 1918 he’s invalided out with Chronic Bronchitis, apparently a
common ailment with WW1 troops. His rank was Flight Sergeant and his duties were Mechanical Engineer & Driver so this
must have been his first exposure to the fledgling motor trade.

In his 1970’s letter he says this:” No doubt you will be surprised to receive this letter from the person who founded
J. W. Pickavant Company, in the years between 1918 or 1919. | just forget the exact date.
| took the late Wilfrid Hill into partnership, while at the same time | was Sales Manager of the County Chemical Company.”

This business was the first J W Pickavant & Co - a partnership, and not yet a Limited Company.

On January 8th 1921 JWP arrives in New York on the White Star Line ship RMS Celtic and
clearing Immigration through Ellis Island which was the famous facility for newly arrived
immigrants to the USA. This was a business trip for County Chemicals, as documented in the
Immigration records included herewith. JWP was traveling with the son of Wilfrid Hill the owner
of County Chemicals.

The objective of the trip was to visit the Hassler Shock Absorber Company in Indianapolis and
no doubt to negotiate a distribution agreement for the UK market. Hassler Shock Absorbers
would appear in the first catalogue of the newly established JW Pickavant & Co Limited
company later that year.

By June 1921 JWP is back in England boarding at an address in Handsworth, Birmingham with his occupation listed as “Manufacturers
Agent to the Motor & Motor Cycle Trade”. In the house of Edith Deacon (age 38) and her son Frank Deacon (age 17) who is a Clerk in
Motor Trade to J. W. Pickavant and Co, and daughter Eva Mary Deacon (age 15) Clerk in Motor Trade to the County Chemical Co.
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SUMMARY OF THIS VOYAGE: Ship White Star Line RMS Celtic. Departed Liverpool 29th December 1920 Arrival 8th January 1921

NOTE - This was a very slow passage in mid winter. Fast Ships crossed in less than 6 days, but this voyage took 11 days. Passengers would
also have “enjoyed” a New Year’s Eve party, and, without doubt, some very choppy weather at this time of year.

Lawrence Cecil Hill (Wilfrid Hill's son) and John William Pickavant are shown as “In transit” with an intended stay of just 2 weeks. They are both
listed as working for The County Chemical Co and their destination is the Hassler Shock Absorber Co in Indianapolis. This city is over 600 miles
from New York and to the south of the Great Lakes and Chicago area.




In June 1921 J W Pickavant & Co Ltd is registered, Capital £10,000.

“To take over the business as manufacturers and manufacturers agents’ to the motor, motor cycle, and
engineering trades. AND at Bradford Street”.

“manufacturers” must refer to the manufacturing of metal polish.
“manufacturers’ agents” must refer to the County Chemical Co Ltd. also operating from Bradford St.
The 4 Directors are : J W Pickavant, Miss M E Baker, Justin Mindelsohn & Marcus Mindelsohn.

Birmingham Daily Gazette June 192

TRADE MARK REGISTERED

J. W. PICKAVANT & CO., LTD,
Quikko Works,
Lombard Stre
BiReGnAN

SHOCK ABSORBERS

ASSLER Shock Absorbers prevent all rebound
and upthrow, a stop on the Shock Absorber
engages and holds the lever st itionary at the

time¢ of the rebound. I'he spiral springs are
aguain immediately compressed and the regular
springs held down. This action with the angle of the

spiral springs holds the body central with the chassis and
prevents sidesway.

All the spiral conical springs used in the construction of
HASSLERS are made of chrome vanadium steel. Without
doubt, this material is the best type that could be used for
the purpese. The load of the car or lorry compresses the

N4 ¥) springs so that at the slightest jolt they give easily,
L [t will be found that on all types of Ford, HAssLER Shock orbers save
X o 3 e i IS1S, I'h engthen

P TR E T T z at least 33%; . of upkeep, depreciation, and tyre ec
Shock Absorhers

f upk
life of the vehicle and save petrol
FATENTLD

are illustrated and
TASSLER principle
ol the Absorber

On the fol
described
and from
under working

Commercial Vans
and “Tonners”

For Ford Cars H

-

—A Type of Hassler for every |'ype of Ford
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Who was John William Pickavant? (“Jack” and self described as “Himself”)

On the 26 Apr 1925 JWP arrives in Montreal, Canada and we believe this is a visit made with the intention of re-locating permanently to
Canada. The reason for confidence on this is that in 1926-29 we know his venture importing British cars to North America was in full swing plus
we have this statement in his 1970 letter to SP. “but | also brought the first small car to the American Continent in 1925.”

BRYLCREEM

_ However in October 1925 Jack Pickavant travels across the Atlantic
IBITIO gl another time to be an exhibitor at the Olympia Motor Show using the

HE SOCiETY Or

£RS LTO.
Wi

Peiioat “Himself’ name, and is listed as an exhibitor in addition to the J W
Pickavant Company Ltd.

.| 1925 Motor Show Exhibitors|

::'l=cessor ang Gomponent Section . . . : A
e At some point in 1925 we believe the Mindelsohns bought out his

Phosphor Bronze Co : shareholding but decided to retain the J W P name for the company.

A. Picard R
J. W. Pickavant and Co
Pickavant (Himself) :
Pinchin, Johnson and Co

Premier Motor Policies There’s another Atlantic crossing in 1928 most likely a business trip He'll thank you again sna cqain’
associated with his on going relationship with County Chemicals. R e T

So dont forget to give BRYLCREEM too/

Jack Pickavant was clearly a very enterprising (& very mobile) fellow. In his 1970 letter he says this: “As you probably know, not only did | coin
the word Brylcreem, which has been a big success, but | also brought the first small car to the American Continent in 1925.” Apparently he
became a “super-salesman” in North America for County Chemicals of Birmingham who invented Brylcreem in 1928.

Brylcreem
“A Little Dab'll Do Ya! Brylcreem .You'll look so debonair. Brylcreem The gals'll all pursue ya; they'll love to run their fingers through your hair!".

He also claimed to be the first and sole agent for British Austin & Morris Cars in Canada.
We thought this claim was hyperbole, but we’'ve been able to prove that it's TRUE!

Apparently, Jack was a bit of a Lad!




Baritholomews Gazettoer of the Bnu __1“0 - S 1921 Boarding at 15 Normandy Road, Handsworth
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15 Normandy'Rd ' o !’ % o
LS S “rmsd Manufacturers Agent to the Motor & Motor Cycle Trade.

RO S W ATl () SR A=l .5 7 " Clerk in Motor Trade to J. W. Pickavant and Co

&,

.| Clerk in Motor Trade to the County Chemical Co.
19 June 1921 Census
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CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY. = = =
Who was Wilfrid Hill?
Some little time ago we publisled « full descrip-

tion of the business pro-
gress of the County Chemi- —
cal Co., of which Mr. Wil- il

frid Hill was the founder,
and is the principal. It is
a good many years ago
that Mr. Hill started mak
ing oils in connection with
the cycle trade in the little
Warwickshire  town  of
Coleshill. His subsequent
removal to Birmingham,
and the rapid growth of
his business is a matter of

his s o matier o e From these premises he operated in partnership with Edwin
Chemieal Co. is one of the ‘ James Prentice, trading as the County Chemical Co.

leading firms in the trade dealing in rubber and
chemical goods, and has branches and ugents in every

part of the world. In 1896 this partnership was dissolved and County Chemical

Wilfrid Hill trained as a Pharmaceutical Chemist and in 1892,
when he was just 24, he acquired Sumner’s Drug and
Dispensing Business, High Street, Coleshill.

Co Limited was registered.

Hill was a prolific “inventor” with many patents registered. These patents covered vulcanising products for the Bicycle, Motor &
Aviation Trades as well as carbide products, lubricants & oils, polishes, Household cleaners, Insulating Tape, and even goods for
the War effort like - bullet proof Body Armour, Gas Bombs and Gas Masks.

slication Publication Date
Bullet proof fabric FR560461A 19231005 Polishing or cleaning product
G4+ CAl Wilfrid Hill - Joseph Percy Wilkes
1931-05-26 Cleaning product or utensil
Noxious or like Material for use in Operations of War
e 4 S o ” FRS35224A 1922-04-11 Polishing product
Vu mmnq apparatus ap[1|< :able to the repair of pneumatic tires 68 + GB125589A « Wilfrid HIll » Wiltrid + rehing procx
= 38A + Wilfrid Hill + Societe The € Chemical Compa vited 2 .
125.589. Hill, W. Aug. 26, 1916. Powder - discharging weapons. - Relates 1o materials containing a noxious substance and a FR5710884 19240512 Knife cleaning machine
7 carbonate of magne described in the patent Specification, for use In powder
scharging spparatus, and consists in using be de ¥ A 1923-08-07 Polighing device
Improvements in Bullet-proof and like Garments and in Coverings for Horses and
686 A « Wilfrid Hill « Wiltrid Hill An Imp and for Preventing Punctures in Pneumatic Tyres FR603219A 1926:04:12 Cleaning product
6B GarY ~ Wilfrid Hill + ¥
104,699, Hill, W., and Wilks, J. P. Feli 10, 1916. Armous. - Bullet-proof coverings for human beings, horses, and articles for ¥ BI2A 19240627 Cleaning product
use in war are made of a number of overlapping flexible sheets a, Fig. 1, attached along their edges 1o a flexible sheet b 17.563. HIll, W. and Willts, J. P. Aug. 1. Woven fabrics. - To produce a finely - woven fabric. yams of Egyptian cotton are
The sheets in one sefies mav overlap laterally ive e than usual twist in nning by rotating the spindles of the spinning-muse for a short period duting the pause FRS730437 19240617 Grain cleaning machine
of the carrlage at the end of the stretch
or preventing punctures in ;Jr-s umatic tires A 5 i AeSTRgpIaducs
Apparatus for effecting t slcanizing operations and general repairs ir
A + Wilfrid Hill « Wilks - DAY ISEA WRNEE I o W »
4 7 1925.08-01 Sterilizer for toothbrushes or other similar small objects
I W, HILL. APPARATUS FOR EFFECTING THE VULCANIZING OPERATIONS AND GENERAL REPAIRS IN CONNECTION WITH
Vileaning sbparatiis rrying oUt repairs on pneumatic tire TIRES Ol MOTOR ROAD VEHICLES AND THE LIKE. APPLICATION FILED JUNE 6, 1908. 1 prted Apr. 1, 19132 1923-08-06 Toothbrush
v c 4 apparaius Lrepairs on pnec es . n - n
y q " J f b SHEETS-SHEET | W. HILL. APPARATUS FOR EPFBGTING THE VULCANIZING OPERATIONS AND
! A+ Wilfrid HIll + ¢ 3l mite RS45815A 19221021 Toothbrush
sments in Case containing Patches for the Repair of Pneumatic Tyres
A« Wilfrid Ml + 1923-09-03 Apparatus for cleaning teeth
Improvements in the Mode of and Means for Securing Puncture Proof Bands within
&8 » GH190822040A - Wilfrid Hill - Wilfnd Hil 107.463. HilL W. Aug 12, 1916. Wallets 8c.-A case for containing patches for the repair of pneumatic tyres comprises & FRS JA 1923-09-19 Brick cleaning machine
st per folded along its length a1 b and gummed together at each end c and at intermediate places d, so as 1o form
22.040. HilL W., and Wilks, J, P. Oct, 19, Tyres, pneumatic, Puncture-proof bands A, such as are described in Specification packets e for the reception of individual patches. One 1922-10-24 Machine for spraying coals or other materials
No. 17,563, A.D. 1907, are secured by cementing their frayed edges a<1> to the Inside of the covers. The central parts may
be left free or may be secured loosely by Portable device for vt H anizing or repairing tires of automobiles, etc FF 1574 19230515 Duster extension
F8 s FR344502A « Wilirid Ml « fried Ml
- — - . - 1923-09-07 Machine for scraping or scraping bottles
Improved Manufacture of Footballs -ket Balls, and other Balls used in Games i i
58 + GB1904T1240A - Wilfrid HIll « George Williar oy Leesos = ;
AETGA RS y Tape to prevent tire p FRS9STS0A 1925-09-28 Detachment product
#HFR SAIA + Willrid W
11,240 Leeson, G. W. T, and Hill, W. May 16. Balls. - Waterproof cases for footballs and cricket, tennis, hockey, water polo 10230823 Nail polish "
il polishing machin
and other balls are made of strong fabric impregnated or coated with rubber s woud smainis iz




County Chemical Products 1900’s - 1930 S

CARB“’E —vou oan seir 26 /| camsine
o 8 2/6

A
hnow that ¥
per 41b. cin.

13 por 21b. Un.

,- ==
Wizard Disc.

Jve fre practies) « nd
‘ y i ERR

 Sbvertived

Fries o & doming
e G. B. MOTOR WANTS.

Plate ounat extant.

RUBBER SOLUTION.

fhon you want a really good solution,

ade
CHEMICO

Sole Masutactarers

The Caunty Chemical Co 3
Ltd, Excelator Works, Moot THE BOUIITV OHEIIIOAL Co., Ltd.,

atrest, BIKMINGHAM, Excalalor Warks, Moor 8
THE COUNTY CBEMICAL Cs,, Lid,

Exsetsior Warks, Moer Stroet, BIRMINGHAM.

1903 1904 1904 1904 1904

WE WANT YOUR nuun rmy

AN END _
THE G.B. MULTI-SPARK PLUG

68, G Polsh. | &3 | 6.8. Metal Polish. |

Good
lhmgs.

‘lht (,OLM\ LHIJMLA Co., L1, Rirstorn Gromia

T USRS 31 L8 Tk Wkt W 8 TGl

Co | =
e o
OIL

“CHEMICO" SPECIALITIES

MOTOR REPAIR OUTFITS

Mol, Ne2 Na3

ttu.lml (l.n\s!l

Voigmes/-
1929 1930

‘i"_"'-"-
msumnum

THE COUNTY 7k “MICAL ConTB:
M 1CO WORSS, BIAINGHAM

MADE N ENGLAND

+iE




Who was Millicent “Millie” Emily Baker ?

“Millie” Baker was born in Aston Birmingham in 1882, and into a modest working class family with
her father serving as a foreman for a Steel Toy Manufacturer C. T. Willetts Ltd. William, Eliza, and
Millie Baker lived in the Small Heath area of Birmingham and by 1921 the family were still living
together with Millie now 39. In 1939 she is recorded as still living with her mother in in Erdington.

¢ |Was her decision to stay single and pursue a career in business influenced by the events of
il |World War 1? The Great War changed many lives but we can only speculate.

The 1911 Census reveals that Millie was living with her parents and grandmother at an address in “Little Green
Lane”. She is also listed as a “Clerk & Manageress” for a Chemical Company. This address is just a short walk
from Bradford Street where Wilfrid Hill's company County Chemicals were based - this can’t be a coincidence!

Almost certainly this is how JWP and Millie were introduced. By 1911 Wilfrid Hill had been in business since the
late 1800’s and it's not unreasonable to speculate that he provided the introduction.

When the J W Pickavant Partnership was first established in late 1918/9 Millie joined this partnership along with
Wilfrid Hill. Jack Pickavant was also born in 1882 so both he and Millie were aged 36. At that point Jack’s
business experience was somewhat limited and had been interrupted by service during the Great War. On the
other hand Millie had clearly accrued enough experience to warrant her joining the partnership in a bookkeeping/
accounts and managerial role. Together, these 3 partners brought together an interesting blend of strengths -
JWP with his salesmanship, Millie with her business administration skills, and Wilfred with his product and
technical expertise.

Millie had clearly become a “career girl” and she continued in service, now as a Director and Company
Secretary, with the formation of JWP Limited in 1921 until her retirement 28 years later in 1949.




Who was Millicent “Millie” Emily Baker ?
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The 1911 Census reveals that Millie was living with her parents and grandmother at an address in “Little Green
Lane”. She is also listed as a “Clerk & Manageress” for a Chemical Company.

This address is just a short walk from Bradford Street where Wilfrid Hill's company County Chemicals were
based - this can’t be a coincidence!




Who was Millicent “Millie” Emily Baker ?

Our research has shown that JWP was a very mobile chap, with multiple visits to America and Canada in the
1920’s and 30’s.

It seems that Millie also liked to travel as she too visited the USA in 1935, travelling home on board the White
Star ship RMS Majestic. At that time the Majestic was the largest ship in the World, only to be eclipsed by the
newly launched SS Normandie in 1935. The RMS Queen Mary made her maiden voyage for the merged White
Star-Cunard line the following year winning the coveted “Blue Riband” trophy that August.

There is some evidence that Millie’s trip may have landed first in Canada to visit her former partner, JWP, who
by then was enjoying business success in Canada. We believe she travelled overland from Toronto to New York
to see the amazing new Art Deco skyscrapers built in the 1930’s before returning home.

Perhaps the most important fact in Millie’s story is that it took many years of campaigning by the
Suffragette Movement before women gained the right to vote in the General Election of December 1918.

Yet there she was, in a top role in a newly emerging industry that was very much “a man’s world”.

She was well ahead of her time, and ...... so were her male colleagues !




J W Pickavant & Co PICKAVANT
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QUIKKO WORKS

Were these the original products ? CHTNEH

We know that J W P’s occupation was “Metal Polish Manufacturer” in 1916
- Imperial War Museum.

We also know his partner Wilfrid Hill was an inventor who registered
patents for polishing products in 1922 & 23.

We know that the J W P & Co Partnership and the County Chemical Co
were on Bradford St.

When J W P & Co Limited was registered it was in Lombard St which has
a T junction with Bradford St and their premises were called “QUIKKO
WORKS”. This brand would be used on many products. Was the Quikko
name invented by Jack Pickavant? He was good coming up with nhames.

Note the reference to “Try Quikko Metal Polish” on this
Chemico Chromium Cleanser.

Publication Publication Date Title

pr— R ORI acleaiing pioti The earliest tools in the J W Pickavant range were “Valve Grinders”, or as
i i i —— they were later called “Valve Lappers”. These tools are used in conjunction
it hioadid PRI e with an abrasive paste - made by, County Chemicals under their Chemico

brand name. Early catalogue entries and the 1926 Motor Show photo

THE QuikkOQ BRM. establish the early origins of these products.
GRINDING TOOL.
¢ S NT B No. 172
= Quikk(
S Y L RO SUCTION VALVE GRINDER
Ve T s
il ey o =
IFitted with finest qualily imperishable
rubber ensuring strong suction, mounted
on high grade Wood Spindle ... /.
= PICKAVANT == No. 172A Ditto, for 8 and 10 h.p. Ford

Kiz




LUPLIGATE Faid T3

The formation of J W Pickavant & Company Limited

Blrmmgham Daily Gazette June 1921
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In the company mythology it has never been clear just exactly how the

Mindelsohn’s and Jack Pickavant first came together, and why they chose
to use “Pickavant” in naming the company.

A further puzzle was that in Jack Pickavant’s letter in 1970 (see Library) he
says that he started the business in 1918/19, shortly after his war service in

the Royal Flying Corps.
This Birmingham Daily Gazette clipping from 1921 solves the puzzle:
New Company
J W Pickavant and Co Ltd - Private company. Capital £10,000.

To take over the business of manufactures and manufacturers' agents to

the motor, motor cycle, and engineering trades carried on by

J.W.Pickavant and Millicent E Baker at Bradford street Birmingham, as
"J.W.Pickavant & Co".

Directors J.W.Pickavant, 52 Guernsey road Liverpool: Miss M.E.Baker,
Park View, Little Green lanes, Erdington, Birmingham: J Mindelsohn, 287
Hagley road, Edgebaston, Birmingham: M G Mindelsohn, 3 Queen's Court,
Hagley Road, Edgebaston, Birmingham.

So now we know. It was a take over of a pre existing business.

Without doubt the business needed finance which the wealthy Mindelsohn

family could provide.

For unknown reasons it took only a few years before they parted ways and
Jack Pickavant sailed off to Canada to start importing Morris cars - 1925/6.

See his story for more information.



Jack Pickavant Failure and Success in Canada

JWP’s claim to have been the first importer of British cars to North America seemed a bit far fetched.......

Until we found the evidence in this photo & validated by Trade Directory entries for 1927 & 1928.

However the venture didn’t last long and he lost $100,000. Fortunately his County Chemicals products, including
Brylcreem, plus other businesses, proved much more successful !

" road” ;
«—W J Ltd, Wm J Pickard pres, Wm Pickard
vice-pres, Percy C Blackmore sec, storage

The J W Pickavant Morris Dealershlp 2 v B, Fert
Toronto Canada circa 1926 — Rickavau § W (dorris Mowrs) b 4, 93 Howe-

Plokell Brhel M clk Jsabella Hotel h 7, 341
Sherbourne
Pickeman Robl emp Willys-Overland h 310

e — () i 4 . wn ;lhh 25;“ Lansdowne av
: —— —Wm 1 Simeoe
CARS&TRUCKS i : -Wa x dir J W Blenmu Ltd ©i 205 Rose-

SALES & SERVICE
%a olk wm MeLaren Ltd bds 631
(.(uwell Ay
—Wm R smn Eatong bhde 1768 Tarvia

Plckavant name cleﬁly seen over the door

Chureh § l}i"m 168

% pres J W Pickavant Lid b

¢

-3 W dohn W Pleka s WK

m’ﬁf mgr auto dirs l AD#l
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—Muriel stenog lys #3A Balmoral av

—Muriel stenoz W H Gossard Corset Co bda
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‘ Vintage Toronto
9 28 0ct 2021 - @
N\ Timeline photos

Morris House, Morris Cars and Trucks 674-680 : . By 1930 his Trade Directory

Bgy Street - ltemis a p‘hot.ograph ofa r9°,ft°p The 2 cars outside Morrls House look like listings have vanished.

billboard and an electric sign atop a building Morris Oxfords circa 1926

housing the J.W. Pickavant Morris motor cars Following the 1929 Wall St

dealership and the Canada Sliding Seat On the left a saloon with 3 windows crash the World was heading

SN [Sekeen Jacbane et On the right a Cabriolet with 2 windows into the Great Depression.
LO Evelyn Stinson and 78 others
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J. W. PICKAVANT

———  FOUNTAIN COURT ¥

:GLINTON AVENUE EAST, SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO —

Dec. 10, 1970O

Jo. W. Pickavant & Company Limited,
Jhitmore Stre~t, ’
Hockley,

Birmingham, England,

Gentlemen:

No doubt you will be surprised to receive this letter
from the person who founded J. W. Pickavant &« Comnany
Limited, in the years between 1918 or 1919. I just forget
the exact date.

I took the late Wilfrid Hill into partnership, while at the
same time 1 was Sales Manazer of the County Chemical Company.

MP wife had a school girl friend - a Miss Crabtree of Southport

who married a gentlemen from St. Annes-on-Sea, who was at
that time in the ladies bag department of Boots, the cash
chemists. I asked him to join me which he did, and became

a very successful salesmen. However, he left Pickavant &
Company Limited, to commence business for himself under the
name of J. Sykes & Sons, he has since past away. I received
a letter the other day and was informed me that he had seen a
van with lettering on the side of same which read: Pickavant
& Svkes, so I am assuming that you have absorbed the business
Af Svkna., T would like to know if T am correct.

I am now in my 89th year, and have been very successful in
my business enterprises in this Country, and prior to the
loss of my eye sight was on the dictorate of many companies
but unfortunately, I had glaucoma some ten years ago. Three
years azo I lost my dear wife to whom I had been married
sixty years.

TELEPHONE 751-5081 — CABLES AND TELEGRAMS: “HIMSELF’, TORONTO, ONTARIO

-2 = Dec. 10, 1970,

'

I have a young man in this country, very energetic
and a good salesman, whose name is John Maltby, who
comes from Nottingham, England.

As you probably know not only did I coin the word
Brylcreen, which hasbeen a big success, but I brought

the first small car to the American continent in 1925.

At that time people laushed at the small car, but now

the big three, General Motors, Chrysler and Fard are

all bringing out what they call in this country "the
compact car." At the present time I am informed one of
every three cars are small cars either Volkswagen, Japanest
cars or European, and a certain number of English cars,
but unfortunately, English cars have not the best of
reputation owing to the fact that they do not give the
service in spare parts, which was my experience during the
periods I was selling ®English cars in this country. .

I would like you to forward to me two or three of your
latest catalogues together with your latest wholesale
prices, and it is possible I might be interested in
financing Mr. Maltby.

I enclose you herewith a small cutting out of one of
our trade papers. I look forward with great interest
to receiving an answer to my letter.

So far as I know sadly to relate, Millie Baker, Justin
Marcus and Joanus, have all past away.

It is possible if my health vermits I may fly over to
Enzland next summer to Wisit my sister in Nottingham, and
would most certainly call to see ywu.

With personal regards and success to your company of which
I was the founder.

qurs yery sinceregly,
A < /" ? y »
ﬂﬁ’t j’//f{@?, ™ ’
JWP :NM
ENC,



The Brylcreem story BRYLCRE E M

"The Brylcreem Boys" popular name for RAF aircrew in WW2

Brylcreem was first introduced in 1928 in Birmingham, England, by a small company called County Chemicals. At a time when
men’s grooming options were largely limited to heavy pomades and oil-based formulas, Brylcreem brought something refresh-
ingly modern: a light-in-texture cream made with a water-and-oil emulsion. Its original formula included water, mineral oil,
beeswax, and lanolin — creating a soft, creamy product that held hair in place without hardening or flaking. The product was

quickly adopted by British barbers and gentlemen who wanted a well-groomed, shiny finish without the greasy buildup. The o
name “Brylcreem” is a blend of “brilliantine” and “cream” — accurately capturing its hybrid nature. The brand’s early identity Heilthank yo,.'{‘i?é_i,flﬁ,'.'ff“gain/

revolved around sophistication and simplicity. A single dab could create a clean, sharp look.

So dont forget to give BRYLCREEM too/

From a usability standpoint, Brylcreem’s ease of application was revolutionary. Just a fingertip’s worth, rubbed between the palms and distributed through towel-
dried hair, offered all-day shine and moderate hold. For best results, it was suggested to style immediately after application using a fine-tooth comb.

By the late 1930s and throughout the 1940s, Brylcreem evolved from a local grooming cream to a household name across the UK and beyond. Its popularity
surged among military servicemen, especially Royal Air Force pilots, who were nicknamed “Brylcreem Boys” for their neat, slicked hairstyles. This nickname,

once used mockingly, eventually became a badge of pride — a sign of masculine style and precision.

The brand’s advertising played a crucial role. One of the most memorable slogans of the era, “A Little Dab’ll Do Ya,” wasn’t just catchy — it reflected how little
product was needed for full effect. A pea-sized amount could transform even unruly hair into a sculpted style. The cream’s balanced composition, especially its mix
of water and oils, made it highly spreadable and suitable for all hair types.

During this period, Brylcreem came in a glass jar, and applying it became part of a ritual. Barbers would warm a dab between their fingers, distribute it evenly from
roots to ends, and finish the style with a fine comb. This ritual is still respected by traditional barbers who specialize in vintage styles like side parts, pompadours,
and the executive contour.

From a company perspective, the golden age was marked by rapid growth. Brylcreem expanded internationally and was acquired by Beecham Group (later part of
GlaxoSmithKline). This acquisition allowed the brand to scale manufacturing while keeping the original formula largely intact — something rare in today’s fast-
changing cosmetic industry. The British pharmaceutical company Beecham was the long-time owner of Brylcreem. In 1993, Sara Lee acquired the brand, and in
2012, the global rights were transferred to Unilever.

Today, Brylcreem is sold worldwide — in the U.S. by Combe Incorporated, across Europe by Unilever, and in India by Hindustan Unilever (HUL).

The brand has remained relevant through both ownership changes and clever repositioning
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17 Mar 1882
Ormskirk, West Lancashire District, Lancashire, England

1 Mar 1972 (aged 89)
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Mindelsohns, Gordons, Business, & Birmingham

Brother: Jonas Sister: Ethel

Born in Poland, arriving UK 1870’s?

Daughter of Jonas Gordon

Gordon & Co Furniture Manufacturer and
later Automotive Coachbuilder.

Warwickshire Fumishing Company : - “Gordon” sold bodies sold to Austin
Branches in Birmingham, Manchester, y W P soid Gorden Bodies

Bolton, Leeds & Hull,

1874 1939

First
MD
JWP

1885 1955

Director
JWP

1928-2014
1954
Director
JWP
1968 MD SP
later
Group Chairman

1842-1926

1878 1946 18?7 19?7 1886 1938

MENDEL G. MINDELSOHN (Birmingham). 67, was Chairman of the House Committee of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, and had
served on several committees of the Queen's Hospital for many years. In Freemasonry, he was a Past Master of St. Paul's Lodge. and
P.G.D. of Grand Lodge. "V.G.S." writes, in a tribute: "The Jewish community of Birmingham has lost, in the sudden passing of Mendel
Mindelsohn. a most valued supporter and friend. His philanthropy was outstanding, and it is for his constant willingness to support
many causes, Jewish and Christian, that he has made the name of Mindelsohn synonymous here with kindliness and charity. . But it
was in his work for the Birmingham hospitals that he outshone his fellow-citizens

MENDEL married ESTER They had a son, KEITH who married JOAN

Keith owned a chain of corner shops called Wrenson’s and between them Keith and Joan started the Keith and Joan Mindelsohn
Charitable Trust A Birmingham widow who lived her last years as a virtual recluse has left £3 million to charity.

The remarkable legacy is the last act of Mrs Joan Mindelsohn who spent a lifetime in service to the city.

Out of an estate valued at £4.7 million Mrs Mindelsohn has set aside £1 million to create a trust fund in her name to help genera-
tions of the city’s needy and Birmingham societies connected to the arts and education.

She has also given £2 million to the Friends of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, the Birmingham
Jewish Welfare Board and a local masonic group — each receiving £500,000.

Mrs Mindelsohn died childless in March 1998, aged 86.

In its heyday, Wrensons — with its slogan “the best bacon in Birmingham” —had more than 250 shops across the city.

Mrs Mindelsohn also helped the Jewish community donating thousands to help build nearly 30 sheltered homes in Rake Way,

Birmingham, and construct Andrew Cohen House, a home for nearly 60 elderly people in Stirchley.
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Gordon Bodies

ORDON Bodies are applicable for use on

Overland, Ford, and Chevrolet Chassis.

Every refinement for comfort and efficiency

known to the modern coach builder is

incorporated in these bodies which are
produced throughout by hand-craft.

FOURING BHODY

Best wood-work, real hide, and finest paints procurable

are incorporated in GORDON handiwork,
GOrRDON BoDIES for Ford Chevrolet
and Cverland Cars:— . . . .
T T'he following five types of body are standardised and

Two-seater Car... £129.10.0 £108- 0.0 8 delivery can be made of any of these within 10 days

Five-seater, ditto EE‘HO-IO-O £1;1§-,0-0 g from receipt of order and chassis:—
Coupe, ditto = 510

Landaulette, ditto £248- 0.0 £206.10.0 2-SEATER OPEN BODY

ALYSR R, it ' 2-SEATER ALL-WEATHER COUPE.
£288. /fdv()

Fhe S-SEATER WITIE CAPI 5-SEATER TOURING BODY.
BLAKEMORE'S CURTAINS 4-SEATER ALL-WEATHER COUPE.
oo Ukl ILANDAULETTE.

Fullest specifications  will gladly be sent upon
application together with colour charts, prices, and
details of all available accessories and extras.

For the Touring Car, Capt. Blakemore curtains are
specially recommended. They are illustrated on the
opposite page and show how an ordinary touring car
may be converted in the space of a few moments into
an all-weather machine. The curtains act in just the
same way as a door in the usual type of closed coach
work.

e 4 SEATER ALL-WEATHER couPt Some idea of the splendid lines and refined contour
of GORDON Coach-work may be gauged from these
illustrations—but send for complete specification.

23




SALONOD
SUNSHINE OPENING ROOF
for the NEW FORD.

Opening Roofs

PRICE complete fitted to Ford Saloons £19 10 0

IMPORTANT. THE SALOONOOD CAN BE FITTED TO ANY MAKE SALOON.
For Cars up to 12 hp. £17 17 0 fitted. Over 12 hp. £19 10 0 fitted
When ordering for

QUIKKO WORKS, GRANVILLE ST., BIRMINGHAM

DODGE

AGENTS should make
their goal Stand
190 White City.

Here we shall be showing a 4-door saloon landaulette,
4 to 5-seater, body mounted vpon a standa'd 17/24 h.p.
Dodge chassis, complete wth four doors, painted in saxe
blue, trimmed Bed'ord cord with nickel fittings, for you to

sell complete at £475. There is nothing to touch this in
the trade. You MUST see it.

Dodge cars will be easier to sell if you mount Gordon bodies.

For! and Chrvrolet agents should see other
bodies we have on view.

GORDON & COMPANY,
Builders of Better Bodies,

Taunton Road, Sparkbrook,
BIRMINGHAM.

- - — — > + - - -
| I = ! | = e

Selling Agents :— ) .W.Pickavant & Co., Lid.
Lombard Street, Birmingham.

'SALOONOOD" SUNSHINE OPENING

......

Ihe Saloonood Patent Opening Roof can be fittedd 10

PRICES.
For Cars up to and including 12 H.P. £17 17 0 fitted
For Cars 12 H.P. and over - - £19 10 0 .,

COACHBUILDERS.

We can supply Saloonood Metal Fittings ready lor carnying out Conversion
£4 per st les vsual trade discount
Plesste write for Bloe Priot and detads giving for fitting

= PICKAVANT =

QUIKKO WORKS, GRANVILLE ST, BIRMINGHAM




o el
T .) 2 & .
A 53
7.2 G
18 . A
5

| GORDON AVBASSADOR” SALOON

w -

i}l(’i £375

5 Builders, Taunton Rd. Sparkbrook. BIRMINGHAM, 12
HOUDORS G0 HolecPosy S caTe: Sauien ot —— GORDON & CO., Motor Body Builders, Taunton Rd, Sparkbrook., BIRMINGHAM. 12

Austin 18
Gordon Royal
Limousine

Austin 18
Gordon Landaulet

Austin Gordon
Pixie
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MENDEL G. MINDELSOHN
Died age 67

Was Chairman of the House
Committee of the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital, and had

served on several committees
of the Queen's Hospital for
many years.

In Freemasonry, he was a Past
Master of St. Paul's Lodge. and

P.G.D. of Grand Lodge.

"The Jewish community of
Birmingham has lost, in the
sudden passing of Mendel

Mindelsohn. a most valued
supporter and friend. His
philanthropy was outstanding,
and it is for his constant
willingness to support

many causes, Jewish and Chris-
tian, that he has made the
name of Mindelsohn synony-
mous here with kindliness and
charity. . But it

was in his work for the Birming-
ham hospitals that he
outshone his fellow-citizens
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Eulogy to Paul C Mindelsohn

By colleague and friend Jack Webster

G— Eul to Paul C Mindelsohn by colleague & friend Jack Webster

My name is Jack Webster. | have known Paul as a working colleague and friend for 57
years. Because of this special long term relationship | feel able to recall some of the
highlights of his career and the effect he had on those who worked around him.

The basis of any worthwhile tribute has to be founded on historical facts - so | have to
start with a brief summary of where the company came from and how he spent the major
part of his working life in what was a fairly modest family business which eventually grew
into a publicly listed company.

It all started in Birmingham when two brothers, Marcus & Justin Mindelsohn, had contact
with the motor trade, by supplying the Austin Motor Company with timber frames & wood
panel coachwork from their family fumiture business. Early in 1921 their activities brought
them into contact with a Lancastrian named Jack Pickavant. He had what today we would
call - an entrepreneurial spirit - so it was decided between them that they should form a
company to market motor accessories, spare parts and tools. Two years later Jack left
and emigrated to Canada to pursue other interests but the die was cast and J W
Pickavant & Co Ltd was set to expand.

In the pi of this d the company took on board a Sales Manager who
lived at St Annes on Sea. His name was Joe Sykss Eventually, in 1931 Joe left to start
his own business in the North — J F Sykes(St Annes) Ltd. At that point I'm sure there was
no thought that the wheel would turn a complete full circle thirtyeight years later.

The post war years saw a second generation emerging and following a period of National
Service, Paul joined his father and cousin in the business, Eventually in 1954 he was
made a director and then suddenly a year later he suffered the death of his father Marcus
and his cousin Jonas. Unexpectedly he was left in sole command and the story | have
heard is that the family thought seriously of selling the business but somehow Paul
managed to persuade them otherwise — as they say “the rest is history”

In 1957 | responded to an advertisement in the Birmingham Mail. A local manufacturing
company supplymg special service tools to the motor trade sought to appoint a junior

sales to be responsible for the Midlands area. At that time | was 26 years
old and followmg two years National Service was now working in the service department
at The Austin Motor Co., Longbridge.

| was invited for an interview at the Bow Street offices of J W Pickavant and to this day |
can still clearly see this young man wearing a brown smock coat, sitting behind a large
imposing desk. Because he didn't instantly tell me who he was, my first thought was that
this was ly in a junior role who had been given the job of weeding
out the applicants in readiness for the boss to make the final selection. The second
interview, a week later, left me in no doubt that | was in fact speaking with the twentynine
year old Managing Director — the BOSS. Or as | sub ly & quickly | -*Mr
Paul”. | was offered the job with a starting ‘salary’ of £11 per week plus a company car
in the form of a secondhand Austin A30 van | Believe me | couldn't have been more
pleased.

Paul had started to gather a small management team around him and had alraady taken
on board Les Green & his able assi Betty O'D: , who were for
stock control and buying. Les's contact with Paul resulted 1rom a joint interest in the Boys
Brigade linked to St Martin's in the Bull Ring, where Paul held office as brigade President
Fred Newport who was an active member of the brigade also found employment at JWP
via the same route. | mention these two names now as they have significance later on

2014

(2)

My time ‘on the road’ was sufficient for me to fully understand how the company
distributed its products & how important it was to build relationships with our many
stockists. Because | lived locally | was a lrequen( visitor at the Bow Street office so prior
to the annual Motor Show | always got involved with the p ion of exhibits. It was a
hands on operation and probably due to this that Paul asked me to become part of the
head office team and be responsible for sales i | could see that this was a
move to relieve him of a growing burden but also one that gave me much experience of
how the business was run from the inside.

| shared heavily in the creative side with such things as the product range catalogue —
which was an annual publication. it was a scissors & glue affair — no computer graphics in
those days! Paul & | used to retreat to his bachelor flat in Westfield Road where we could
press on with this task undisturbed. On occasions his dear mother would cook a roast
beef supper which she served to us in her flat below. Then afterwards we carried on til
late into the night.

I've previously mentioned the Motor Show — the one that used to be at Earls Court.

It was of course the highlight of the selling year. A time when ail members of the sales
force gathered together & a time which Paul really enjoyed. Ten long days all working
together in the atmosphere of Earls Court — you needed a strong constitution and a
comfortable pair of shoes. However, towards the end of each show Paul did compensate
us by taking the entire team out for a great fun evening with good food, music & pienty to
drink. Yes —~ a number of sore heads next day, but many happy memories.

By the mid fifties the Pickavant and Sykes companies were beginning to develop a closer
relationship. This gave both Managing Directors (Paul & Peter Sykes) the confidence to
see that a 50/50 merge was in the best long term interests of both businesses. In 1969
this is what happened with Paul & Peter b g Joint Managing Di of the new
company. From their personal point of view this was a good arrangemanl as Peter
preferred a role which was heavily biased on company administration & internal
operation, whilst Paul was happier getting out & about in a selling environment.

The negative side of this company merge was that the Birmingham operation would have
to close down with everything moving to St Annes where ample space for property
expansion existed. Les Green and myself became directors of the new company joining
with Fraser Butterworth and Peter Hill from Sykes, to form the new Board of six. Fred
Newport from Pickavant accepted an internal sales role in Sykes-Pickavant Ltd and
eventually moved north

| said that there was a negative side to the change because we had to create an
unemployment situation in Birmingham, Making loyal staff redundant was not a happy
experience and whilst Paul didn’t dwell on the subject | know how much it hurt him

Tragedy was to strike in 1978 when Peter Sykes & his wife were both killed as a result of
a car accident. Once again Paul was thrust into a position of being ultimately responsible
for the company and therefore took on the role of Chairman.

Despite this set back, the p eonunued to d
prod plus the of ) posslt»lmes

p and expand with many new

The claim that we were “Market Leaders” in our ﬁeld was never at risk & it was with this
bold view that a decision was taken to a fi .

3)

It was 1987 when the company went public and became Sykes-Pickavant Group plc.
Of course there were changes looming in the motor industry with the onset of diagnostic
testing for motor cars. Taking these new challenges head on meant thal the company had
to also change dwecuon in some areas and this invol to

cture. Added to this, the team lhal had laid down the
growth pattern fvom the eaﬂy 50's were getting older & succession had to be planned

Four years later Paul took from full time itive duties and in March 1991 he
became a non-executive director of the group company.

—- and | retired a year later in 1992.

Ask anyone to sum up what Paul meant to them - in a word — or in a phrase.

There isn't one word or a single phrase which will give you an accurate view or an honest
appraisal.

BUT YOU CAN BE SURE THAT THESE WORDS WOULD BE INCLUDED :-

Caring
Considerate
Compassionate
Thoughtful
Supportive
Sympathetic
Loyal
Generous
Appreciative
Hard Working
Dedicated
Determined
Knowledgeable
Honest

Fair minded
Good Listener
Artistic
Creative

Fun Loving

PAUL will be sadly missed by his family, friends and by the many people whose lives he
touched and influenced —- including mine.

END 05/09/2014




AN important wedding affecting the Jewish community came off
on June 1st at the residence of the bride's parents, *‘Grampian”
House, Bristol Road, when the Revs. G. J. Emmanuel, J, Fink and
B. Woolf were present. The bride was Miss Miriam Gordon, the
eldest daughter of Mr. James Gordon, and the happy groom, Mr.
Justin Mlndelsohn, the eldest son of Mr. Meyer Mindelsohn,
** Ashmead,” Carpenter Road, Edgbaston. A fashionable company
accepted the hospitality provided and an enjoyable dance terminated
the rejoicings. Mr. Alfred Hughes, the well-known restaurateur,
served the breakfast in his first-class style,

A newspaper clipping from 1897

' MR. JUSTIN mNDEqugn s

The death is annonnccd in a nursin . home,
after a long illness, of Mr. Justin Mindelsohn,
of Edgbaston, at the age of 65. For many years
he resided at Woodbourne Road.

Well-known in Birmingham Je he held
a nnmber of offices in connection with charit-
able organisations, including that of President

of the United Bengvolent Board, He was also
identified prominently with work for tbo home
for aged Jews.

He was a director of the firm of Gordon and
Co., Birmingham, being associated with the

Lmotor body manufactunnz side of the business.

He lea\ es a widow, two sons and a daughter,

Birmingham Mail June 1939

J

The Mindelsohns and the Gordons

At an earlier stage of the SPArchive research we had already
established a connection between these 2 families. The
“Patriarch” of the Mindelsohn’s, Meyer, had married Rachel, nee
Gordon.

Now we can show that Justin Mindelsohn also married into the
Gordon family, to Miriam. She can be seen in the family photos
in this archive.

Furthermore we have also established that the Mindelsohns
had a direct management involvement in the Gordon business
through Justin’s role as a Director.

The established “folk law” within Sykes-Pickavant was that when
the company first started as J W Pickavant it originated through
their work making furniture and progressing to building car
bodies for the early British and American Cars of the 1920’s.

“Sort of true” but not quite.

The most likely scenario is that the Mindelsohn furniture
business, the Warwickshire Furnishing Co was retailing furniture
made by the Gordons through it's outlets in Birmingham,
Manchester, Bolton, Leeds and Hull.

When the Gordons started Coachbuilding it was from a new
factory in Taunton Rd, Sparkbrook. These bodies were supplied
to the Austin Motor Company, but also to independent
Coachbuilders for fitting to rolling chassis.

. J W Pickavant acted as a “Manufacturer’s Agent” selling Gordon

Car Bodies, along with other automotive equipment, as can be
seen in their first, 1921 catalogue which can be viewed in the
SPArchive Library.
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Warwickshire Furnishing Co

Bristol Rd, Bournbrook, Birmingham
Circa 1963




The J W Pickavant & Co “Partnership” was on Bradford St.
The County Chemical Co was on Bradford St.
Gordon & Co furniture factory was on Bradford St

The J W Pickavant & Co “Limited” company was on Lombard St

Bartholomews Gazetteer of the Bmtish Isles

Handswortﬁ,; J‘.\.'/q'
d 2 VillayR
% »

15 Noermandy:Rd

L)
% 9

LOZELLS

T p \ 1[,, 2
RCCGIWinnersAWorl

> e ‘,',‘ “e/ A
Y

-
~e5 o 5
‘-~

g (5

rtnershiph ey < = &
mited - IR

ra

NN B B

1

& Y2 ZCounty ChemicaliCompany

‘2 R % 4
I R 3
o
¢ )

55 y

7 o <]

S 5 %
&7

x/\ ;

Y/

. S i
% 3 A ‘-..
N %3

l .5\."._,«" : i
$¢ °reld

A i
wxaEg LT

i | | e 4
l'L = =T N ,'.'o\'




Industrial Birmingham in the 1920’s QUIKKO WORKS, Lombard Street

J W Pickavant & C
Limited
QUIKKO WORKS
Lombard St

20 Employees
shown




1920’s

Industrial Birmingham
The JWP & Co “Partnership”

& County Chemicals

were in Bradford Street

JWP & Co “Limited”
QUIKKO WORKS were in

Lombard Street




Is this the QUIKKO WORKS building in 2025?
Common features:

Flat roof with “chimney” structure
3 Stories with loading bay door
Low building to the left with windows bricked up

The modern building has been altered and “refreshed” in the 1950’s
with new and larger windows but other wise looks the same.

Plus....no other buildings on Lombard St of this configuration.




The Sykes Family

In his 1970 letter J W Pickavant tells us that when he started his “J W Pickavant and
Co” company (ie before it became a Ltd company in 1921) he recruited Joe Sykes as
a salesman. Joe had married a school friend of his wife, and JWP tells us that he
was working for Boots The Chemist in Southport. We believe this to be 1919/20.

When J W Pickavant & Co Ltd was registered in 1921 the only directors listed were J
W P, Millicent Baker, Justin and Marcus Mindelsohn.

A 17 year old i
Peter Hill

However we believe Joe was confirmed in the role as Northern Counties Salesman
for the newly registered business but with no shareholding as such.

g, By 1931 the 50th Anniversay Booklet (see in The Library) tells us that Joe left JWP
' u‘ o ¢ s to set up his own “Manufacture’s Agent” business and this is confirmed by Graces

His portfolio included tools from America, notably K-D & Herbrand “Van-Chrome”

Ll

L

In 1939 Joe registered the company as J F Sykes (St Annes) Limited.

The product range included service tools competing with J W P products, but also
wide selection of hand tools.

Editors note: After the two companies merged these hand tools fell by the wayside with more focus being given
to automotive service tools and stronger program of Industrial Pullers, like the 1500 and Loadstar ranges.

However by a twist of fate the hand tools re-appeared in the program in the extended Speedline range of the
1980’s. See in The Library for more on this.

In due course Joe handed over the reigns of the JFS company to his son Peter. It
was Peter Sykes that struck the merge agreement with Paul Mindelsohn in 1968.
Sykes-Pickavant Ltd commenced operations on January 1st 1969 with Peter and
Paul as Joint Managing Directors.

Unfortunately Peter and his wife were tragically killed in a road accident in 1974
leaving Paul Mindelsohn to manage on his own.

One of Peter’s sons worked for the new Sykes-Pickavant in the rapidly evolving
computer department through to the 1990’s but he was the last family member to be
an active member of the St Annes team.
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" { o | after called “ Table” A”), shall apply to ‘the: Company save
Pursuant to Section 112 of The Stamp Act, 1891; as - e, F in so far as they aré excluded or varied hereby: - that is to
amended by Section 41 of The Finance Act, i933, ’ ; suy, the Clauses of Table A numbered 39, 40, 84, 66, 69; 72, 78,
(St Pags 2 of this Form) o | 7_9. 101, 104, and 107 shall not apply to this Company; but in
3 lieu thereof, and in addition to the remaining Clauses of Table A,
the following shall be the Regulations of the Company.
& 2. The Company may pay a commission to any person in
E consideration of his subscribing or agreeing to subscribe, whether
The Statement is to be lodged with the Memorandum of Assceiation and i absolutely or conditionally, for any Shares in the Company, or

other Documents when the Registration of the Company is applied for. ' & procuring or agreeing to procure subscriptions, whether absolute
: or conditional, for any Shares in the Company at any rate not

exceeding Ten per cent. of the price at which the said Shares
are issued.

9394738

Telograms 1 ** CERTIFICATE, ESTRAND, LONDON." Teicphona Nowz J'OLBORN 0424 (3 Lines).

JORDAN & SONS, LIMITED,

@ompany Registeation Agents, Printers, and Publishers,
116 Cuancery LaNe, LONDON, W.C. %
and 13 BROAD STREET PLACE. EC.2. e gynie shes of iy sl of o Gommay t

3. The Company shall be a ZPrvate Company, and
accordingly the following provisions shall have efiect :—

(4) The Company shall rot offer any of its Shares or
Debentures to the public for subscription.

S w"w?’ﬁifi:‘;ﬂri’iﬁ P

{not including persons who are in the employment

»(M.w sdfA? '

Tt

—
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K-D TOOLS

MAKE HARD JOBS EASY

WEDSIERN REPRESENTATIVE
SRON AL

Frame

" Hack Saw Bindes
5 Hack Saw Hiades
2" Hack Saw Blados
Suw Blades  Per

K Saw Bladex,
Por

Bomper Guards

fack Saw Frame

ar-type Volve Spring Lifter
3 Lifter

Catalog
Pages 11-12

Brite-Steel Washers
Specinl Motal Stampings

Yaire Grinder .u

511 Yalre Grindieg Bushing
Valve Bushing R r
Bearing Slevvw Puller

Whrel Paller

Hub Anebor Bar

Piston Pln lasurter
o Se

Vaive Bervies g
Wheet Puller Sct, 3 1n motal hox
Whoel Puller Merchandlaing Cab.

A Valve Bushing Remover

Bl Compressor
ng Huabing

Long

Page 13
Page 14

K-D MANUFACTURING COMPANY, LANCASTER, PA., U. S. A.

Canadian Factory

Hamilton, Ontario

HERBRAND

MODERNIZED

TOOLS

OF QUALITY

“*SincE 181"

THE TIME TESTED M ARK
OF DISTINCTION

R

90 s

SALES OFFICES IN ALL
IMPORTANT TRADING
AREAS

THE HERBRAND COMPANY

“SINCE 1881"
FREMONT, OHIO, U.S. A.




Corrections and additions

This story has been a complex jigsaw to piece
together and verify.

If you have any corrections or additions we’d be very

happy to receive them.

“To preserve and promote the 100-year legacy of the Sykes-Pickavant brand, products and people.”

Many people have contributed to the evolution of this unique business over 12 decades,

From it’s early roots in 1918 with Great War veterans, right through to 2025 where a new generation are continuing to keep the story alive.
To quote the new owners:

“As the current owners of Sykes Pickavant we feel a huge responsibility on our shoulders to protect the legacy of this
iconic British brand and more importantly preserve all its history going forward as the generations change.”

The “Pioneers story” essentially covered the first 20 years leading up to World War 2, and particularly the stories of
Jack Pickavant, Millie Baker, Wilfrid Hill, Justin & Marcus Mindelsohn and Joe Sykes.

These characters provided the “1st Generation” in this 100 year story and were the first of 4 Generations.

GENERATION 2 - Events & Achievements

The next chapter concerns the 30 year, post WW2 period from the 1950’s though to the early 1980’s.

« J W Pickavant & Co Ltd in Birmingham to 1968
« JF Sykes (St Annes) Ltd in St Annes to 1968
« Sykes-Pickavant Ltd in St Annes - SP1 Catalogue 1969 to SP10 Catalogue 1982




i TOOLS
EQUIPMENT
& SPECIALITIES

1940’s
Pre War thru to Post War

1969
llSP1”
Merge Catalogue

1952

CATALOGUE

TRADE

APKOWAY
I B

TOOLS ¢ EQUIPMENT
FOR THE

MOTOR TRADE

- BY *

T00LS OF PROGRESS

for the automotive and engineering trades

m and
Exiracting Tools

General
Garage Tools

NOISIAIQ ZAILONWOIAV

PickavanTt

- ). . SYHES (ST. ANNES) LTD.

1960’s

1982
“SP10”

Catalogue



Product Innovation & Creativity

1950’s to early 80’s

e

: o fi {'ﬁijf‘
Hydraulic Nut sp||tters ]]1\ i‘ & |

Internal Race Extractors

Tools for Mini Hubs & Suspension

Flywheel Pullers



Product Innovation & Creativity

1950’s to early 80’s - Hydraulic Pullers

PICKAVANT HYDRAULIC RAMS

07 y . EN HYDRAULIC o =
CONSIDER THIS: f”"ﬁ/’?W The ﬁ m senes PULLERS i -
LESS EXPENSE —SAVE MONEY “500” SERIES
.-cxm;_‘ﬁ
L

THE GENTLE GIANT OF PULLERS "
HYDRAULIC PULLERS AND PULLER KITS

nnnnnnnnn

10 TONS Zz
POWER s
0. ek WHERE YOU

ST NEED IT! A

What are the advantages 2
of the PICKAVANT
JWP40 Hydraulic Ram ?
1

Evolution of the “1500” Series

Loadstar

Heavy Duty Hydraulic Pullers

Kits & Components

20,30, 50, & 100 tons




Product Innovation & Creativity

1950’s to early 80’s - Sales Displays, Promo Kits & Red Toolboxes

«“ ” . . 5P Sykes-Pickavant

Shadow Boards Display Units & FOTIR R e
Although designed for workshop Primarily used at point of sale these 1

use these Shadow Boards also display units could be used with
proved popular for creating either Shadow Boards or Shadow

products displays in shows and Overlays, or just with hanging hooks.
distributors trade counters. Thousands were supplied. ,‘

| L

Promotion Packs & Tool Kits

Red Toolboxes

These products were highly successful, especially in
In the late 1970’s and early

‘80’s UK Mechanics faced a
deluge of imported Red

Export Markets like Australia. Many thousands were sold
and they provided distributor salesmen with a handy

“bundle” they could easily carry into end user calls. -
Toolboxes, primarily from

For the user these kits provided almost everything they Snap On.

might need in one handy container. ) )
This “new fashion” offered

Kits were customised to suit different market sectors: an opportunity for SP to
Automotive provide mechanics with an
. alternative - at much better
Industrial . ) .
price but still built to a
Marine professional quality standard.

Agriculture They were hugely popular!




1964 Laying the Foundation - Kilnhouse Lane, St Annes

Pulling and
Exiracting Tools

General
Garage Tools

J. F. SYKES (ST. ANNES) LTD.
1964 J F Sykes

Tools of Progress

Catalogue




Sykes-Pickavant Ltd., is a company formed by the merging of two of Britain’s leading manufacturers of service tools
for the automotive and allied industries—J. W, Pickavant & Co, Limited and J. F. Sykes (St. Annes) Limited.

J. W. Pickavant & Co. Limited, was one of the earliest manufacturers of tools and equipment designed specifically
for the motor trade. Established in 1921, the company has built up a high reputation for its products under
the “Pickavant” mark. A special feature of the Pickavant organisation has been the anticipation of servicing problems
and the production of appropriate special tooling ahead of demand. Under the “Loadstar” mark, Pickavant has
built up an extensive range of pulling and extracting equipment for industrial use which is listed in a separate industrial
catalogue.

J. F. Sykes (St. Annes) Limited, began life in 1930, and its name has become associated with a comprehensive
range of Pulling and Extracting tools covering most automotive and industrial service work. In the field of motor
body repair work Sykes have provided the panel beater and coach repairer with an extensive line of hand tools.
The company was a founder member of S.A.B.R.E. (Specialists in Automobile Body Repair Equipment).

The product ranges of the two companies are largely complementary and there has already been a history of inter-
trading which has contributed to the ability of both organisations to offer quality tools at competitive prices. This
merger will, therefore, be seen as a logical move under present day economic conditions.

Sykes-Pickavant Ltd. will combine the full resources of the two companies and products will be supplied under
the “Pickavant” and ““Sykes™ trade marks.

Continuity of direction is ensured as the board of Sykes-Pickavant Ltd. has been formed from the management of the
two merging companies. The Joint Managing Directors are Paul C. Mindelsohn and Peter F. Sykes who previously
directed the Pickavant and Sykes companies respectively.




with the
emphasis on

QUALITY

DROP FORGING

All tools are produced with quality in mind at all stages.
Right from the start steel drop forgings are selected wherever
design allows.

Drop forgings offer the following real advantages:—

a h_:gh tensile and impact strength. Mechanically hot
working of the steel at a controlled forging temperature
achieves a tough and dense fibrous structure.

b correctly proportioned combination of physical properties
to meet exacting service conditions.

¢ maximum strength and toughness is achieved in light
sections with corresponding reduction of dead weight.

d controlled grain flow and grain structure at points of
greatest shock and stress.

¢ greater margin of safety and dependability.

Each component is produced from the finest quality British
Steel specification carefully selected to meet each application.
High carbon steels provide optimum hardness of panel
beating hammers, dollies and spoons to withstand heavy and
continual usage.

Nickel and nickel-chrome-molybdenum steels achieve
maximum strength and toughness of pulling tool jaws, legs,
cross-bars, separators etc.

All forgings are subsequently carefully heat treated to
refine the grain structure and result in optimum physical
requirements.

HIGH TENSILE STEELS

The drop fo_rged quality of our products is matched by the
grade of high tensile steels used in the production of
machined parts and particularly forcing screws. All forcing
screws are manufactured and heat treated to provide a
tonnage strength far beyond anything they will meet in
practice.

FINISH

This accent on quality is reflected in all materials and com-
sonents used throughout the range. A good product must
ook good and very careful attention is paid to finish.
Al pulling tool parts and many body tools, valve lifters etc.,
are finished in an attractive bright nickel plating. This resists
arnishing and enhances the appearance of the basic
somponents, Forcing screws and other moving parts are
“inished in a business-like oil blue process.

ASSEMBLY

The final assembly operations are carried out by responsible
staff and we feel that this does much to minimise the
sossibility of manufacturing errors being passed to the
sustomer.

PACKAGING

A good product demands a good presentation and packaging
and this is a matter which has every care and attention.
Zvery tool is packed in its own strong full lidded box and the
sontents are clearly labelled with tool number and descrip-
Zion. The labelling is designed so that the details can be read
without removing the box from the stock shelf.

PACKING

Separate home and export packing departments prepare
sonsignments for despatch. Particular care is taken with
axport packing. All shipments leave our works in new and
Jnused timber packing cases for which no charge is made.
We feel that it is our responsibility to ensure that goods
arrive anywhere in the world in factory fresh condition.




Specification

Maximum
reach

Size of
centre
screw

STANDARD
MECHANICAL
RANGE

For the safe and swift
removal of gears, races,
bearings, pulleys and
sprockets, etc.

Essential service tools for
automotive and light
industrial maintenance

3.1/4 in.

82 mm.

Bx1/2in.

5.1/2in.
140 mm.

9x5/8in.

10 in.
254 mm.

15in.
381 mm,

12x1in.

No. 827

No: 828

LINK BOLTS & NUTS
~LINKS

Light and simple to
operate, yet the strongest
pullers made.

Unique self locking system
makes pullers completely
safe in operation.
Application of greater
pressure to forcing screw
increases grip of jaws

on the work.

Smaller pullers have
reversible jaws. Heavier
sizes with adjustable jaws.
Pulling arms and cross
bars drop forged from
chrome steel,

Fully plated finish with
polished claws.

High tensile bolts and
forcing screws, heat
treated to withstand heavy
usage.

Two/Three Leg Pullers

As all parts are interchangeable great savings can
be made. A two leg puller can be converted quickly
to three legs by using 500/3 three-way Body and
one extra leg of appropriate length. Likewise a
three-leg Puller can be converted to two legs by
using 500/2 two-way Body.

Diamater Reach

2

2] 4 mis_q;—mz mm) | 4 in. (102 mm)

| 3in~6in. (76-152 mm) | 6 in. (152 mm)

4in.8in. (102 -203mm) | 8 in. (203 mm)

§02-10
503-10

Wi vwonie N

5in.10in. (127268 mm)|10in. (264 mm)|

N.B.Pullers illustrated on this page not suitable for
"withdrawing vehicle hubs. See pages N, O, P, 18,
19 and 20.

PULLER CONSTRUCTION

The Puller Bodies have been designed so that legs
can be fitted quickly. The design of the locking
device ensures that the legs grip firmly behind the
part being withdrawn. The greater the pressure, the
tighter the grip. As there are no loose links it makes
it easy for one man to position the Puller and control
movement of the legs.

No. 502-10




SUGGESTIONS FOR ORCANISATION OF 5 - P TOOLS LIMITED

BOARD
E== e

PoCo MINDRLSOHN ~ JOINT MANAGING DIRECTOR

EXTERNAL SALES RESPONSIBILITIES AT M.D. LEVEL,
BIRMINGHAM OPERATION PRIOR TO TRANSPZR TO ST. ANNES.

FETER F. SYKES - JOINT JANAGING DIRECTOR
INTERNAL RESPONSIBILITIES AT M.D. LEVEL.
ORTH = ISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

SENIOR DIRECTOR &/C ST« ANNES
CCHPANY SECRETARY AND PERSONNEL.

EETER WILL - EXPORT SALES DIRECTOR

MANUFACTURER SALES MANAGEMENT
QGENERAL SALES MARKETING - i.e. PUBLICITY, LDVERTISING, PACRAGING
and PRESENTATION.

Jshs WEBSTER - HOME SALES DIRECTOR
HOME SALES MANAGEMENT (Lnelulhlu ARBA REPRESENTATIVES, SHOWS, WORK~
OUTS and SPECIAL REPS, S.J.R. . KeMo )
INDUSTRIAL SALES MANAGEMENT.

B - 10N D.

Board to meet weekly - Tuesday afternoon. P.C.M. and P.F.S. to alternate
as chairman, P.F.8. to take minutes,

The following exscutive committees to bo considered with the chairman or
of each taking mi which are to be circulated to all Board
members,

PRODUCTION - L, GREEN, N.T. GILLEIT, plus Fo. BUITER WORTH Ex « 0fzicee -
as convenient.

YNeaet woekly - Tuesday morning.

ELOPHENT a) SUB-COMMITTEE
s.%; m
t weekly in Birmingham.
F. BUTTERNORTH, P.C. MINDELSOHN, L. GREEN. D.TAYLOR,

Ps HILL and J.A., WEBSTER.
Heot overy 2 - 3 weeks,

EXPORT SALBS - P, HILL, J.A. WEBSTER, P.C. MINDELSOHN, P.F. SYKES,
T Joint M.D.'S NOT NBCESSARY on meetings considering non sales ~
promotional matters.
Moet weekly - Tuesday mworning,

m% a) INTERNAL
_-w. P, HILL, P. PFISTER, F. NEWPORT.
b) EXTERNAL,.
J.A. WEBSTER, P, HILL, P, FFISTER.
Meet weokly and separately.

JOINT SALES - PRODUCTIG

Ps HILL, Jele vmm. Pe PFISTER,
L. GREEN, #.7. QILLETT.
Meot fortnightly - Tuesday moraning.

COSTE and FRICING

PoCo MINDELSOHN, P.F. SYKES.
Maot as necoessary.

1.

‘Miry trade press with basic information on mergere /.

e

SUGGESTED ANNCUNCEMENT PROGRAMME

Prepare set of forms for each JoWoP. staff member giving full details of present

employment and details of $ - P Tools employment - or details of impediate or

ultimate redundancy.

N.B. Ragulations <o be checked in order to cbtain full statuary redundancy
benefits.

Forms to be prepared for Sykes pension list staff on detalls of present and
8 = P Tools employment.

1969 torms of employment for Sykes non-pensicn staff to be racorded = then to
be in line with policy of flat earnings and no incentive remunerations.

Managerial and other pensionable staff of both coupanies to be notified of
merger in woek commencing September 9th, and asiked to treat as confidential.

Notices to other staff at both companies to be posted on Honday 16th Septembsr,
followed by explanatory interviows as necessary.

fFrace?

Notify customers, home and export. indicating that until 31st December, 1968, '_
both companies operate quite independantly as a% present.. Also that they will
receive Zull details of S - P Tools Limited, catalogue prices and torms prior

%0 year end. /W‘)W (r SR Cd}u.-

Notify suppliers « major ones personally. Observe titive at e by
mainly continuing to operate as previously with neparate Sykes and Pickavant sup=
pliers certainly for firat year.,

Prepara fuller merger 1t for Ji v and seek trade press editerial
features supported by advertising.
by oleck dals

Plan brief Sales Conforonce for outside and inside nml force plus other —
relevant staff from production, administration etc. Preferably an overnight
stay at some suitably relaxing situation - on ‘neutral’ ground and of reasonable
access to all. Main object being %o do a geod relaticns exercise on staff,

and seil S - P Tools Limited - no technical or product side to be considered.

1),Notuy = ScMoMoTo = GoBolo = SohoBsReBo = FoBoHoTo etce =~ as becomes nocezsary.

1.

2.

3.

POLICY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION

REDUNDANCY ~ as from Januery 3lst, 1969

a) Birmingham long service staff to have individual consideration.

b) Birmingham genesral works and office staff - those to be invited to continue
in light of ultimate closing-down of Whiimore Street. Incentive to remain
to be salary and wage level.

¢} R. Wright end J. Montg v of outsids sales force to have gemorous
rodund. € oat... ¢t considered thoy could continue to work out
notice with froedom to sesk other positions.

SYSTEMS, ROUTINES, ETC.
Full set of all printed matter, forms etc., used by Pickavant and Sykes to be
exchanged for consideration.

Customer Record Systems of both companiecs to be compared a) Bxpori, b} Home,:
¢) Industrial, d) Manufacturers.

Combined set of all customers Addressograph Plates to be prepared for December,
for mailing of £ - P Tools Limited, catalogues, prices etc.

Pe
g
Frs




CATALOGUR a) DISTRIBUTION

Initial distribution for January lst. Buyeras®’ Guide (A4) and ona coiowr A5
version plus price iist « algo details ef terms.

Suggest ono copy only at first ~ emtra from reprssentatives - also infor that
ezisting Pickavant and Sykes catalogues do not become obsolets and loadstar
centinunes as baforae.

b) CONTENTS

Guarantes sheuld have a time limit - unless other makers tend to give an
uncusditional guarantee, We should cover ourselves by using words, °im the
opinion of the mamufacturer? whore suitable.

Toras of business should disclaim responsibility fer work upon which producis
are used.

Reforence should be made %o dotailed conditions of sale. Pickavant conditions
to be reviewed for adeption by & - P Tools,

Sales Alde and Displays = copy required for proposed displays of Pickavant
products on timber boards 30" = 18" to mount on existing display stends.
Decision ded en retaint Sy No, 800 Display or modifying to accopt a
combined range pteuutatlou. No. 500 should stay as at pressent, being body
tcols only.

PRICE LiST

Considered adviseble to issue first S - P Poole Limited, price list without amy
general sdvance on 1968 prices. This must be cheocked,

Any marked changes could be adjusted.

Comparable items such as ssparators, listed as Pickavant and Sykes should

have prices aligned,

Any Pickavent lines which will not appsar in the 8 - P Tcols catalogue should
be aenteraed with reference to the original Sykes item - 1.0, body tools etce

Three separate price lists ¢o be praduced:
a) Combined List and Trade Prices,
b) Retail List Prices oaly.
e} Nett Export Pricese

Prices to be round figures to lose pennies whore possible and British decimal
noted for reference. Bxpart list to have equivalent in U,S. . Comsider
vhether any miniwus shipment value iz needed to qualify for NoE, torms =
should thiz go on price list.

CUSTOMER REBATES

A new scheme to be planned with following points in mindse
a) Subject to periodic negotiation {annual?) to cover changes in values,
products, etco
b) Industrial products not to come into rebate scheme.
c) Rebates to ider each cust or branch of a custemer as separate
for turnover and not accept group sales., N.Bo Censider Sykes scheme
with ¥.FeCe = Staveos

SALES FOR
Home o8 to proposed motheds ofs
1) display van workeguts.
2) static end similar sales drives.
3) use of Field Sales Managers
&) use of S.J. Ratcliffe and K. Moppett.

STOCK LIST

Before S =P Zools produce a stock list with viow to installing centrolled stock
plans with factors the form of stock list must be considered. Sykes report
that representatives ara not thrilled with their system and Pich t have

not recorded anmy great enthusiasm for theirs. Reports 2o be eobtained from
each company’s representatives.

ACCOMSODATION

Following announcement date it will bo possible io plan scecommodation problems
openly. First year tz in St. A will have %o be somewhat improe

visory - both works and officese

Attention to above will provide tion upon which to base new
building plans.

HEXT MEETING

A meeoting of tha S -~ P Tools Limited, Board to be held at Staffordshire
Post House, 10 a.m. Tuesday 27¢h August, 1968.




7th October 1968 Pre Merge Sales Conference at the Beech Hill Hotel, Windermere

SYKES-PICKAVANT LTD:

Ist Jonuadry ises
reconrding the merger OF

JW.PICKAVANT. & CO.LTD. BIRMINGHAM [B21
= and
H;‘S)’K S [StAnnes)LT DAY THAM ST.ANNES 1831

_Kilnhouse Lane Everest Road',
Building Building
1965 1820

=
ESr R\AL

The newly merged Sykes-Pickavant team
Sales & Senior Management

@@ 0 N OO O AW N -

e e S N S S S 3
W N OO O A W N A O

Fraser Butterworth

Harry Cole

Paul Mindelsohn

Walter Douglas
Brian Garnett
Mike Catlow
Fred Newport
Keith Tyers
Wally Peacock
Peter Pfister
John McMillan
Neville Price
Peter Hill
Leslie Green
Joe Henderson
Accounts?
Peter Sykes
Jack Webster

Administrative Director
Area Sales Manager

Joint Managing Director
Industrial Sales Manager
Area Sales Manager
Area Sales Manager
Order Office Manager
Area Sales Manager
Area Sales Manager
Executive Sales Manager
Area Sales Manager
Area Sales Manager
Export Sales Director & Marketing
Production Director

Area Sales Manager
Accounts

Joint Managing Director

Home Sales Director & Industrial

Ex JFS
Ex JFS

Ex JWP
Ex JWP
Ex JFS
Ex JFS
Ex JWP
Ex JFS
Ex JWP
Ex JWP
Ex JFS
Ex JWP
Ex JFS
Ex JWP
Ex JWP

Ex JFS
Ex JWP

SERVICE

TOOLS

PickavanT



Ja¥o PICKAVANT & CCo LID.

Confidentiol Note te Mowbews of Homa Szlas Force

Brnclosed iz a copy of the mewrger smncuncazent which 1z being sent to ail
customers. Until 3lst Dacowbesr you will be serving your presant compeny
put 4t is appreciated thnt you wiil have %o oporate in the light of thiws
annocuncemsni,

Tae joint statement conieins all the veleovant information and it ia not
nocessary for you to initiate any emquiries iuto the margers 12 you are
questioned you should refer to the joimt statement and indlcate that you
hava, an yet, no further information amcept thet you have sccopted an
appointment with the new company. AL is pointless, at thie stage, to enter
intc any discassions on terms, dlacounts, supplies, uales guppert otce

A ppecial pra-Motor Show cemference has been asranged and accormmodation has
bean reservad for you.

Hero are tho dotalls -~

Placa Boech Hiil Hotel, Windermers, Wemtmerland
3 miles south of Bowness-sn-Windersmare on AS$2 to Newby Bridse

Date Arrdve in good time forr lunch ea Monday 7th Cctober.
Dapart after lunch on Tuesdsy 8ih Octoher.

The purpose of this conference will be to enable the membors of the Howo Sales
Force of S-P Toola Lide tc becoma acouaimbed, to explaim ccmpeny policy and fe
ai 811 aspscts of Future oporation on the domeztic market., Comference

gessions will be hold 22 nececsary Guring Momdey afterncon end Tussday marning.

The Diroctors of S~P Tools Lid. look foyward to tha pleasure of meating you
at Windermere on Octeber 7ih and in the meantime bave every coufidence in your
representation durdng this transitional period.

§

Keynote of this conference must be ‘looking forward®s It is an § ~ P Taols
svant and not, Pickavant and Sykes. To promote the right image it is cssential
that the organisation is Zauitlees and the progromms strictly followeds Am
inofficient or sloppily organised afZeir weuld be mnthinkablos

%he social sido of tho conference is particularly imporiant as we have to change
competitors inte celleagues.

The business sido of the cecuforence should cover the Zollowing itema:

PoR. Presentation by a HoD.

Tho company cmst do a public relations eperation by taking ¢he sales force into
its confidence with some measure of additional backgroumd information. We should
amplify ¢he roascns for tho morger and sell the socurity, status and opportunities
provided by the now companys. The obvious inevitability of ‘getting togethor?
sbould be stressed end perticulariy the situation which could arise if cversees
ceapoatitors launched in U.XKe Also the export advanteges in promotion. The
predoainantly "complementary’ nature of the 2wo ranges shculd ba esphneised.
Explain pattern of company operation - orgenisatien chasrt is essemtial, It ia
also easentisl te clearly indicats senlority and relative positions in the companye
Alzo Sammary lst. stock and deszpalch arrangemcntss

Ganaral ihrknt& Pogiticn -~ presumably Poter Hill

General pattern of nev preduct range.

Datails of new cadalogue -~ dummy i possible.

Price List plans.

Geoneral sales policy of Pecior Selling.

Bituation erested by removal of imter company coempetition.

SoheBoRoBo )

Tlens Zor gencral amvouncemunt and new tatalogue distriduticn on Jemvary ist.
Snything else srelevant!

Sales Forece Operation « presumably Jack Webstesr

a) Routine Factor Calls and representatives report system.
Factor support « cer workouts, sales drives, shows etce ’ ]
Factor stock ccatirol snd uss of Sales Units.
Lisison werk by Field Sales Manager Ol ( ¥ ,U)
Duties of Ewccutive Sales Manager end o&am-&%ﬁ.
Provide catalogues and any printed information on both teol ranges =Ror taking
away and study at loizurc. No dotailed techmical talk is meeded al presenmts

Sales Perce w arrangozents eic. =~ prosumably Freser Butterworth

a) General level of travellimg and exponses.

b} Details of =~ hotels, meals, lunches, telepbones and chergen, car fusly,
and maintenance, entertaining including smoltos and drinlts, postages, statiomery,
air ard rail.

¢} Car policy including personai use, changing period,

d) Holidays, and any "due day" cempensaticns.

Hiome Sales Perritories
Thiz shouid be a prosentation by P. Hill and J. Webster of tentative sales

territories o tho area managers. A schemo should cmerge freom such a discussion
vhich iz acecsptable to all vho are invelved,

Final Notes =« It is csssniial that overyenc leaves this conference with a wholesale

enthusisms for § « P Tools. Everyone should be told te ralse any gueriesz or mise
pivings with one of the Directors during the conforcnce peried. It is understeed
that the Industrial division under Walter Douglas as Fiold Sales Mamager weuld not

ily be d by many £ of ¢the points inm paragraphs two and throe which aro
concorned with selling thwvough motor Zactors.
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BIEKAVAN

J W Pickavant and Co Ltd Whitmore Street Birmingham 18 England

Phone: 021-654 5571 Grams: Quikko, B'ham After ist .umry.' 1969 81l invoicos to be made out to
Telex : Chameom, B’ham 338024 (preflx Pickavant) S-P Toole Ltd. and sent to Whitmore Street; Birmingham.

To_sll Pickevent Suppliers Hf smsrmgmrs

All Statements after Ist Jenuary, 1969 to be made out
to S-P Tools Ltd. end to be sent to Warwick Works, Kilmhouse
Lane;, St. Annes-on-Sea. Payments will be from St. Annes-on-Sea.

PERSONNEL

Our Ref. Mz. L. Green is to be appointed Production Director.
b 2od ‘Decenber, 1968 He will be operating from the Birmingham Works and will be
responsible for buying all items in the Pickevent Range as at
Dear Sirs, present,

Pickavant Merge KT,
STOCKTAKING

On 1st January, 1969 our Company is merging with S
J. P, Sykes (St. Annes) Ltd. We give you the following sdvance . Anntn::::::..:: ::;,:::‘::, AR TRISRMENEINL SHAr e DRLIReR
information and ask you to make special notes, psrticularly :
relating to closedown during Stocktsking. The Works will be closed for receipt of materials and
TITLE goods from 4.4% p.m. on Friday, 20th December, until 8.0 a.m.
——— Thursday, 2nd January, 1969. During this period no goods will

The new Company will be known &s S-P Tools Lid. be accepted.

Please do get in touch with Mr. Green if you have any

REGISTERED OFFICE
e e 2 queries.

Varwick Works, Yours faithfully,

Kilnhouse Lene,
St. Annes=-on=Sea, Jo. W, P ANT & CO. _LID.

Lencashire.
BIRMINGHAM_ WORKS &= / : L

Whitmore Street, ;'. c. ndelsohn

Hockley,
Birmingham, 18. Managing Director

OUTSTANDING ORDERS

Liability for all orders pleced by Pickavant end outstand-

ing et 1st January, 1969 will be eccepted by S~P Tools Litd. P.S. Please see that all December Invoices and the
December Statement are sent to Piockavent at this

DELIVERY INS ONS address to be here by the very latest 10th January, 1969.

The Rirmingham Works will continue to be responsible for
manufacture of the Pickavent Rnnge snd all orders placed by
Piokavant or S~P Tools Ltd., Birmingham, will be for delivery to
Vhitl:ro Street, Birminghem 18, unless other specific instructions
ere given.

. Note: By this point the J W P company had enlisted additional directors.
cont’d.. .

" D _— . , g, V R Simon, U R Smyth, T R Martin, M J Joseph, and a “NEW” Mindelsohn,
@ DIRECTORS: P. C. MINDELSOHN Jumm V. R. SIMON U. R. SMYTH G)J Minde]son_

G. J. MINDELSOHN




Why did J W Pickavant need to re-locate?
By 1968 ] W P were in their 4th address - The first was the Quikko Works in Lombard St. The second was in Frederick St in the Jewellery Quarter, the third was in Bow
Street and the 4th was Whitmore Street.
In truth non of these sites offered “modern” facilities! They were all old Victorian industrial buildings, and the last was in a run down area scheduled for demolition.

Interestingly the original John Rabone building occupied a huge site on Whitmore Street, the Hockley Abbey Works, which was vacated when they moved to Sheffield
on their merger with Chesterman to form Rabone Chesterman famous for it’s measuring tapes and rules.

No doubt, the prospect of a brand new, purpose built, factory, warehouse and office in the pleasant surroundings and fresh air of St Annes on Sea and the Fylde Coast
must have been irresistible for the merged SP!

John Rabone’s Hockley Abbey Works
Built 1870...-

Bus Depot

Metal Wavlu
__(Pressings)
pﬂ“—‘-
S =3

Whitmore St is not very long with a Bus Depot occupying much of the

North Side. The Rabone factory occupies a large site on the South. Other
buildings on this map from 1955 are shown as houses. Is it possible that
JWP occupied a section of the Rabone building?

Whitmore St in the 96 HE sl B 12T Whitmor<e,S; in the 1960’s



1971 Brochure celebrating the 50th Anniversary

Read the full brochure in the Library

SRR
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Early 1970’s & Computerization

Background context

After the 1968/69 merge Les Green moved to St Annes. Peter Farnell joined the newly merged Sykes-Pickavant in 1970 and the IBM system
would have been the newly launched 370. This was the computer that established IBM's dominance through the 70's & 80's.

e
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£
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=

Extract from Les Green’s journal

“At work, Peter Farnell, the company accountant, and | warmed to the task of putting the firm's house in order.
Excessive orders were cancelled right, left and centre. The high priced Works Manager and the Technical Adviser were
made redundant together with some of the works staff.

As Peter and | went along it became obvious that our manual office procedures were seriously out of date and that a
high degree of technology was long overdue. We made our feelings known to the Board and were given the go ahead

to investigate systems.

We chose IBM and both split our working time between Sale (IBM HQ) and the Fylde. It took us six months to master
the computer language and install the sales, stock and invoicing programs ready for testing. We ran a series of
in-house training sessions for staff and finally had a system which could deal with our invoices.

Peter and | had written computer programs of our own. His for the firm's statements and payments and mine for the
complete control of stock and ordering. All of these worked so well that we were invited to take part in a promotional
film for IBM and I contributed a long article for publication in the Institute of Directors' magazine on how to install a
computer in a small firm.”



Sykes-Pickavant Export Success

British Overseas
Lrade Board

Export Dynanics
Lf' cerpool Conference

On Thursday 12th May 1977 the B.O.T.B. “Export Dynamics”

conference took place at the impressive Adelphi Hotel in
Liverpool. Attending were delegates from some hundred north-west
companies—drawn _from both management and shop floor.
1’¢u!m1mrmg were the export marketing principals from four
:mup anies in the area. The case studies had been \m;md or live
audio-visual presentation and the initial session dealt with the
export success story of Sykes-Pickavant Ltd. The participants were
Peter HiN—Dim'mr.mu' General Manager and Bernard Dearden
Sales Director who provided information and comments to the
enquiring remarks of Brian Redhead, the celebrated television
atrrent affairs journalist. The exchange of comments on problems
and methods in the various markets where Sykes-Pickavant operate
were amplified by a multiple large screen visual display .

Peter Hill and Bernard Dearden dealt with a very lively

session of questions from delegates who were obviously able

to identify with the pm/r/ ms and solutions faced by a company

of this size.

H.R.H. The Duke of Kent left the conference after the
Sykes-Pickavant presentation to return for lunch and to attend the
final conference session. For the L/mqumrmmm the Duke was on

the platform as Vice-Chairman of the B.O.T .B. with

Sir Frederick Catherwood as Chairman, Mr. Jack Jones Secretary
of the Transport and General Workers’ Union and Lord Limerick,
President of the Association of British Chamber of Commerce.

Bernard Dearden
Sales Director

In 1977 Peter Hill and Bernard Dearden participated in a British Overseas Trade Board
event, “Export Dynamics” at the famous Liverpool Adelphi Hotel.

A case study on the success of Sykes-Pickavant in export markets was featured with
the BBC journalist Brian Redhead leading the questioning.

The Duke of Kent and Union Leader Jack Jones also participated.

i




Sykes-Pickavant

CUSTOMERS AROUND THE WORLD

Sykes-Pickavant exported all around the Globe

Exports accounted for around 33% of all sales

The Export team languages - French, German, Italian, Russian, Arabic, Dutch, Spanish

EUROPE
Austria
Belgium
Canary isles
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Finland
France
Germany
Gibraltar
Greece
Hungary
Iceland

Italy

Malta
Netherlands
Norway
Portugal
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland

The Cologne Hardware Fair

MIDDLE EAST

Abu Dhabi
Bahrain
Doha

Qatar
Dubai
Egypt

Iraq

Israel
Jordon
Kuwait
Lebanon
Oman
Saudi Arabia
Syria
United Arab
Emirates
Yemen

AFRICA
Botswana
Kenya

Libya
Nigeria
South Africa
Tanzania
Zimbabwe

FAR EAST, ASIA &
INDIA

Hong Kong
India
Indonesia
Japan
South Korea
Malaysia
Pakistan
Seychelles
Singapore
Sri Lanka
Thailand

AUSTRALASIA &
PACIFIC

Australia

Fiji

New Zealand

NORTH AMERICA
Canada
USA.

CENTRAL & SOUTH

AMERICA & CARIBBEAN

Barbados

Bermuda

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Jamaica

Panama

St. Lucia

Trinidad and Tobago

Export Success

TRIDON FOR
AUSTRALIA

AL

SirKeith Holyoake
Prime Ministeof New Zealand

Stuart Masters CB
Agent for SP &~

ce. last much fonger than the
s of a fow price”. Hear, hear.

CHRISTMAS
CRACKERS

Australian Trade Mission



1977 Silver Jubilee Royal Visit

Awide rangeof
HR.H. The Dukeof Kent specialised tools
tours and congrutulates Jor the trude
Svkes-Lukavant [ d-— e e —

quality service tools with numerous applications in the field of
automotive and general engineering maintenance and repair work.
The range divides into three distinct categories: tools for pulling and
extracting; tools with garage and general workshop applications;
craftsmen’s tools for motor body repair.

Sykes-Pickavant products are distributed to the Automotive and
Industrial Maintenance Engineer through all leading Motor
Factor and Engineers’ Merchants.

A substantial percentage of the Company’s production is

exported and a network of specialised distributors has been built up
covering all parts of the world. Quality products are worthy of first-
class presentation and promotion and the Sykes-Pickavant range is
supported by informative and well illustrated catalogues,
brochures and leaflets.

Sykes-Pickavant can proudly claim to be the market leaders,
serving the Automotive and Industrial trades for over half a century.

PUL TRACTING TOOLS
This range provides o wide sclection of prallers and extraitors requined by Maintonance
agricudnenal and airraft indvesries
uded are mechanical and| Jrydrand nar and llorm_\' Pullers, Hub Pullers,
Hywhee Puliers, many special antomotive pelling towts and @ range of Heavy Duty
Dullers for Industrial wse.

The tovls sith ganage and poval workshop applications wry from Val

Compressons, Valve Re-seating Scts and Piston Ring

Testers, Cinclip Phcrs. Tube Flaring Sets. Some, with specific asomiodive applications, are
cxsentil in the garsge which is str « speedy and efficient service, whilst all

wll answer memseroses problems in engirecring workshops

PANEL BEAT] JOLS

The motor body repai range huts beon compited with great care und considerable
sndcrstamding of the highly spevialised and individesl work of the panel bester

“The vamge of Hammers, Dollies, Spoons, Files and mary miscellaseoss tools meet the need
of cvery body repair specialist.

Vanwick Works, Kilnhouse Lane, Lytham St. Annes FY8 3DU.
I.m. shire, | \Iuml

H.R.H. The Duke of Kent with My. Peter F. Sykes and
Mr. Pasl ©. Mindctsohm, Joint Managing Directors.

Drsigued and printcd by fohn Bowley Lad., Todmorden, Lancashire.




A Royal Occasion
Tomiark the
Stloer Jubilee Year
of 977
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1977 “Speedline”’ is launched

A high street retailer called

Do you remember laying under

your car on a Sunday trying to NOW.

change the exhaust or fix a Europe's finest range of auto tools
for trade and home mechanics

Halfords also recognised the
y need. Halfords had been

“ around since the late Victorian
problem?

© Display pached

O Full vehicis appication data

S Extensive range ~ ower 30 taols

® Avalaba from your wholesaler - now

period and was well known for

With the car jacked up on cycles & accessories.

some old bricks and with rust
and dirt dropping in your eyes.

That was how generations of

motorists kept their old Mini’s
& MGB’s on the road. That was ' ,
a feature of car ownership for )

70+ years. “DIY” it was called. _ '.,. R e Sl

\ ) g :f'-)‘a | v ;'. -
Using a selection of the most
popular service tools, with
some cost savings to keep the

And we enjoyed it ! (Really !!) [ l \ ‘ / P
9‘-
S prices as low as possible, a

?

To do those jobs required

specialist tools and SP was

quick to respond to the need. range was created to fill a 4

foot display stand in Halfords.



1977 “Speedline” is launched

Speedline found a wider market than just Halfords.
In the 1970’s there were also many independent high street shops selling car accessories, parts and tools.

DIY was booming. Car DIY was a popular
weekend pursuit, whether simply keeping
your car on the road or tweaking it with

accessories and improvements. Cars were . . .
P Haynes Manuals were in full swing with plenty of

ety el e et e e e s popular magazines to support the D.l.Y. enthusiast.

mysteries of electronic engine management

and emissions controls had yet to arrive. SP supplied Haynes with many tools for use in

creating their workshop manuals.

John Haynes was also a friend of John McMillan and

s‘\\\\{%

FHDUEI VDlIR
VALUABLE WHEELS B TYRES WITH (5=

BARRI WHEEL LOCKS

John was a regular guest at Haynes hospitality golf

. . tournaments.
1964 Monte Carlo winner, and automotive legend,

et uiula
CIRCUIT /"!
| TESTER /4"

Y Paddy Hopkirk, capitalised on his success, creating the
= very popular “Paddy Hopkirk” range of automotive
products.

SP often exhibited alongside Paddy’s stand at Earl’s
Court and Olympia.

SP Sales Manager and “champion” of the Speedline
brand John McMillan was a personal friend of Paddy.




1977 “Speedline” is launched

When Speedline was launched in 4.2
1977 a new form of packaging was
required. The “brown boxes” used
for trade tools needed to be replaced

with retail packaging. This was the

design for the original launch—"skin
packed” with new equipment
installed at St Annes.

- ¥ t.éﬂ;é)@- : is i:'ji ,?g ! . 1K
o {5 : . -
= e L i 2
» % e %
ek ® . '
More on e g e = > §
Speedline 3 - £
- - A S o -~
£ b 7

Generation 3

o se030s Tappet Adjuster
for FORD O.H.C. Engines
octiens

s e for opecwing st

7

Lol

&

LX)

v oot ey

In the 1980’s the range was

facelifted and a new “ tyre

tread” design was created.
SP commissioned a top
Graphic Design Studio, John
Marsh of Covent Garden, for
this major exercise.

'? o1 if“.;f—-’{fii.‘:“[\"
e AR it
5 1,{_—:,:?!§€ !i?!!iiiindbﬁg“ Mozre on
140 | HgT0 H ] 1506 AARA S S
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I 5:1 = R i Ty ~ 7= — -d
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£ = Generation 3
® DO UISDDIc ) o
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June 1978 Traed Strikes

SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 1978 GENERAL: PEI H.A(‘.I«.l 0OO0L 25231. (CLASSIFIED ADS: TEL BLACKPOOL 2345 CC

HOCKED by the news that
ireir boss and his wife had been
. . . . killed fin .a mystery motorway
were driving home from a holiday trip to rash, workers at a St Annes
actory abandoned their plans to
Norway. ake part for the first time in the
nnual Lytham Club Day.
They’d taken a ferry back to the UK and were T s Flotergh died on
heir ‘'way home from holiday.
within a few miles of their Lake District home R e g

188 news left

In June 1978 Peter Sykes and his wife, Florence,

. . . Alghouse-lane

when their car hit a stationary truck on the hard They were putiig the fnishiog
oession with the d?{nwu Il\x;n(r h\)v(xxl

export uh evements

>d a yisit from the Dn

ession wi

shoulder of the M6. 1;;}1.:.“.,
. . But‘. as a mark of respect, the workers
Cutting apparatus was needed by firemen to NiL-6. an Show T next Satraays Bt

xnes carnivak

remove their bodies.



The 2nd Generation transitions into the 3rd Generation

The first major development of
1982 and the launch of J velop

: the product range was the
Catalogue SP10 provides a

: : huge expansion of the
convenient milestone to mark

Speedline range. From an
the slow transition from the P &

embryonic range of around
2nd to the 3rd Generation. v 2

100 service tools in 1977, the

company introduced, in stages,

There was considerable hundreds of professional

overlap between these quality hand tools.
generations but from 1982

new people were recruited ‘: by e e (us Then the company became
into management and director i i e 5% g el “public” with a PLC listing.

positions.

- R

Next came “SP Diagnostics”

which built on the traditional,
The 1980’s also marked the and very popular, gauge based
start of substantial evolutions products and expanded into

to the product range. the emerging world of

electronic diagnostics.



@ P =M S z Corrections and additions

=

This story has been a complex jigsaw to piece

h YkeS'PiCkaVant ArChiv together and verify.

— If you have any corrections or additions we’d be very

happy to receive them.

“To preserve and promote the 100-year legacy of the Sykes-Pickavant brand, products and people.”

Many people have contributed to the evolution of this unique business over 12 decades,

From it’s early roots in 1918 with Great War veterans, right through to 2025 where a new generation are continuing to keep the story alive.
To quote the new owners:

“As the current owners of Sykes Pickavant we feel a huge responsibility on our shoulders to protect the legacy of this
iconic British brand and more importantly preserve all its history going forward as the generations change.”

The Generation 2 chapter concerns the 30 year, post WW?2 period from the 1950’s though to the early 1980’s.
Generation 3 picks up the story from the early 1980’s through to the 2000’s.

GENERATION 3 - Key Events & Achievements

1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools Launch

1991 SP Diagnostics Launch & New Diagnostics R&D + Manufacturing
Many innovative Service Tools created
Huge organisational changes - Home/Export Sales, Customer Service, After Sales, Training, Marketing
“In House” Marketing Studio - Literature, Packaging, Exhibitions, Direct End User Marketing

PLC Launch & 8 Company Acquisitions
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Buyers Guide SP14

Sykes-Pickavant
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mﬁmﬁ? B Tool Innovation & Creativity Neway Valve LZ20Z0FG7
1980’s & 1990’s fools

d Fuel Injection

Brake Pipe & .
Flaring Tools Compression
Testers

, DITA
i Diesel Injector
"~ Tester

Coil Spring

Brake CIinder
Compressors

Wind Back Circlip
3,'Tools Tools

Pressure
Tester




Diagnostic Tools Range Diagnostics Innovation & Creativity
1980’s & 1990’s

STEMS TEsr, 3
B llCATlONS i3

SMART - “do it all” tool : :
Sensor Stimulation & Testers

5 Generations of “ACR” Scan Tools

Petrol & Diesel Exhaust Analysers

Multimeters
&
Hand Held
Scopes




SP Acquisitions

The 1980’s & 90’s proved to be busy decades for company acquisitions as the Group sought to diversify into new markets and embrace new
technologies. Vitrex was an interesting step away from Automotive and into the rapidly growing Household DIY sector & “shed” retailers.

S Poswt of SB 4 CORE TOOL MANUFACTURING
The SPArchive Project ykes-Pickavant Archivd  The 100 year Timeline 1977 Auto Tools
— =
rr— S T prrer—— 1987 Den Products
| 1 F Sykes Indapendent REBORN
e — Rl GAUGE MANUFACTURE
,w:gmm 1921 1969 m a i 1987 Visual Pressure Instruments

/ / HOUSEHOLD DIY

1910’s 1920’s 1930’s 1940’s 1950’s 1960’s 1970°’s 1980’s 1990°’s 2000’s 2010’s 2020’s

1985 Vitrex (Florin)
1990 Abrasive Tools

1931 1977

Auto Tools (Bham)

J F Sykes

Limited
Manufacturers

1985 1987 1990

Den Prod Abrasive Tools
1939 Vitrex n uct rasive Tool

il AUTO DIAGNOSTICS TECHNOLOGY

Auto Service Products

y Limited Limited Umited
{Florin)
J F Sykes (St Annes)

1990 Engine Test Technique
1991 A M Test Systems
Acquisitions L F2 at 1991 Motortest Gmbh

Visual Pressure Instruments Engine Testing Technique Motortest Gmbh

Limited

Limited Limited A M Test Systems Ltd

1992 Auto Service Products




Other key events of the 1980°’s & 90’s

The 1980’s was a busy period ! Acquisitions, PLC Launch, Awards, Skill Olympics.......

D

N PRODUCTS LI Mi

e ]

S-PIN
THE PINK

From November |2th the Stock Exchange has
given approval for ordinary shares of the Sykes-
Pickavant Group pk to be traded on the Un-
listed Securities Market.

ED

impact in the tools market, notably with the
development of the Speedline range and then
with the acquisition of Florin and their Vitrex
branded products in 1985. Now we're tackling
another market, “the City", and already the

1989
1500 Series
25 years

1987
Den Products
Acquisition

share value has got off to a good start.

To quote the Chairman’s statement to the
Financial Press, . .. admission to the Unlisted

Over recent years S-P has been making a big |~

1987/88
PLC Launch

1985 Vitrex (Florin)
acquired

MAKING THE RIGHT
IMPRESSION

At 5P we have dways had
reln

Speedline Suppliers
Celebration Dinner
Cologne

1987 Journalists
Factory tour

greeted the scheme with such enthusiasm that,
by the closing date, the option was highly over-
subscribed.

JACK WEBSTER ELECTED

PRESIDENT

1988
Garage Equipment News
“GEN Bird”
(not very SP!)

1989
Royal Smithfield

OFF

Markesing Manager, Greg
Deliney with n S &

| S0 @
:/Model T veteran
:/motors to market

x| by PATRCK LAY

L B e |
R—a
Rd

| -,

Paul Mindelsohn, Chairman & Chief
Executive, Sykes-Pickavant Group ple

1987
Skill Olympics

1987
Best Garage Product
Award
2nd year running !




Other key events of the 1980°’s & 90’s

Top customers and suppliers were frequent guests at Stanway House in the Cotswolds in the 1980’s.

Clay Pigeon Shooting at Stanway House
With Olympic Shot lan Cole

A
qN - o




Other key events of the 1980°’s & 90’s

Clay Pigeon Shooting at Stanway House
With Olympic Shot lan Coley

Srxes Prekavanr
“LAY Prseon Sug
JTANWAY House |

15-6-84




1987 Gleneagles Golfing

John McMillan enjoyed his golf, especially when a guest of customer Maccess, or Haynes Manuals

MACCESS
NMTICLC
CLENEAGLES
SEPT. 1987

«QWE&

A 1 R

33 ROOAL sTRET




1990 Blackpool Gazette feature

6—April 10, 1990—GAZETTE IN BUSINESS

GAZETTE IN BUSINESS—April 10, 19907

Sykes-Pickavant
for all that's
best in-

GARAGE SERVICE TOOLS:

'S

DIAGNOSTICS:

MOTORING INTO

ABOVE: Graphic
designer  Martin

at the
of
in

keyboard
computer
market

‘ [ommamsn] « Toomakers

Pickant announced an-

nual figures a few days alm for new

ago, it was a surprise to no one in

BODY REPAIR:

lon depart-
',.'.::." syt the trade that in the face of diffi-
RIGHT: Peter | cult trading conditions the com- "ar ets
technical pany had continued to make ex-
l‘- cellent progress. Mr Roger ?;. ;&m
Even and the J Group managing director Peter Farnell (seated), with joint managing directors at St
hux:bu:deno{shamly(ncrustdlmer Annes, Jack Webster (left) and Roger Kay and right Kevin Fitzgeraid, the managing
est rates could dampen advancement of director of the Victrex division. Left: A display of the company’s products
this increasingly important company. " e —
Its £17 million turnover showed a nine "We beliewist wo e fortunate n bav-
PULLING & EXTRACTING: oot ing 'Skl 4 comiied workore,” be
cause of interest rates ‘The compa: has always
happy about tbe present nnd eon!h{vtm g"";“m"m
T company i pet
S Tt may sound Ike & Cliehe DUt PEVEr-  Dutch, Rusals Arabic and Spanish
theless we have never looked back. With our gmu, tu factors have brmd«:‘d the

business based on innovation. quality and  comga
have boen  fproads Inumarkcu of considerable

potential.
h, 1985 ,,Puuvm: umd a com-
Tnanufatring DY products

The core company business fs o fho Vitrex bnl name. Last year e Vitrex
assemble and market a range of business was oved from London to Lanca-
tools for the automative industry shire, sdministration and wat

And it can trace its oris 0 the time  ing facilitie: Manufacturing moved to

Biruin

charabancs were still vying b\ls\m& with am.
horsedraw transport visic — whose addition increased

por This div

Pickavant was formed in 1921 by Marcus  the Sykurxmm product range to 3300
and Justin Mindlesohn and Jack Pickavant  items — bas ree main ranges: tiling

zgolmm motor accessories, spares and  health and sety products anderrdﬂd

tools.

HAND TOOLS:
'cﬁftpm

) iewesrim O

e

Sykes-Pickavant Ltd.

Kilnhouse Lane, Lytham St. Annes,
Lancs. FY8 30U

Sales Tel: 0253 713377 Telex: 67157
Tel: 0253 721291  Fax: 0253 713076

Joe Sykes, a Pickavant sales mas
broke away 1o form his own firm in 1801 16 Servicing
\mooﬂ distribute tools. Back in its alnstream business of servic-
the mid-1950s Paul Mindlesohn and Pe- ing the automive industry Sykes-Pickavant
!l:r S)‘kts - WN of the founders — hl.l been pleed and excited about the in-
Amer( rading and marketing in unison. Som e ¢ its new range of portable
063 there was & mu merger. daaxrmuc eqpment
m Jack Webster, )txmm.\nam The few fidlly of electronlc equipment
sales and marketing), said Sykes| kn\-xm was launched) meet the car servicing peeds
l\l:lul) had the capacity to win on both the ml‘m by ti introduction of new techno-
swings and the roundsbouts of the automo- into carsiuch as mtl management and
tive trade. emission conol system:
things are going well in the motar Mr Farnell 2id: “As unu as we have con-
BELOW: Works man- Industry we naturally do well. In their slump (umed to do cer the years, we have to seck
ager John Cross iods, when people are 'r)'h:gmk:rp cars w markets > innovate and to explore and
jonger, garages have to have tools to do uploll new -cas of development Success

( the increase in maintenance work.” 1 selfsatisfaction.”
McCalman or] must not bre
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1996 The 75th Anniversary
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Who's Who at
Sykes-Pickavant

supploment — Thursady: May 30, 1996

& SUPPLEMENT

Chief executive: Anthony Howat
Managing director: Roger Kay
Marketing director: Greg Norris
Technical director: John Cross
Marketing communications
manager: Christine Whitworth

Customer service manager: Julie Walker
Marketing managers: John Cox (garage
senvice tools); Steve Davies (technology)

UK sales mam:ger' Dave Mekie

Roger $. Kay,

: Karen

Loglslics managov Albert Whyw

managing director
of Sykes-Pickavant

Win a weekend for two in the

BEAUTIFUL NEW FOREST

Wed
Thur
Tues
Thur
Wed
Thur
Tues
Fri

or tickets for the
SH GRAND PRIX

at the 5

Sy kes-Plckavant’-f

Live workshops, expert advice, product demonstrations
and displays, competitions with 100's of superb prizes, v

special offers and free gifts.

A great summer evening out for all the family,

remember you have to be there to enter

so come along and join the party!
Simply choose one of the fantastic venues nearest to you and

ring freefone 0800 269 554

to receive your VIP invitation and information pack.

5th June
6th June
11th June
13th June
19th June
20th June
25th June
28th June

Glasgow Museum of Transport in conjunction
Manchester Museum of Transport with
Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon
Transperience Discovery Park, Bradford
Shuttleworth Collection, Biggleswade
RAF Museum, Hendon

Bristol Industrial Museum

National Motor Museum, Beaulieu

Kiinhouse Lane, Lytham St Annes

Ted: 01253 784800 Fax: 01253 713076

%4 Sykes-Pickavant. e

Making the
quantum

leap...

TIMES are changing and businesses
need to change, too - as no one knows
better than Roger S. Kay, managing
director of Sykes-Pickavant.

“Eight years ago. we had avery slru;hlmr
ward busines
t0ols ¢ mduurx ditiona llpullcx ku:, happy
(l.l\s he sa

y Ve mprn\ ide instant solutions toa

ange of requirements. W | everything
from a socket to an engine tune mplexity is the
word that sums up the %

ar
nostics pmknmmrmmmu ¥ 7 rart,
we are still very much a tools company and have
severs \\ p.mmm\ product introductions du
year.

“This continues to be our strategy ~ developing
effective solutions to workshop probie
underlines our position as UK marke!
the supply of garage service tools.”

p— ] —

On line in the marketing studio

A Roadshow tour of top venues around the UK, bringing a mobile
exhibition to both distributors and end users.

Check out the “Spoof” Spokesman in the Library
and get the inside story.....




1995 The Facom Take Over

Sykes-Pickavant.

SYKES-PICKAVANT GROUP PLC

DIRECTORS

The directors who held office during the year were:

J A Howat (Chairman)

N Talagrand

R S Kay

A Muller (resigned 30 June 1996)

Howat was the Cannock based Facom Director

The UK Operations for Facom were run from a
huge site in Churchbridge, Cannock. The Britool
Tool Van operation was also based here.

Prior to Facom, the site had previously been
owned by the Sheffield based Neill Tools Group,
and was once the factory for Elliott Lucas pliers
and Britool Sockets, Spanners and Torque
Wrenches. Abbey Drop Forgings were also on
site - the buildings to the lower right.

Facom purchased Britool and this site a few
years prior to buying SP.

responsible for both Britool & SP The SP Group “offer to sell” was submitted to

Talagrand, Head of the Facom group, was based in France

Facom in June 1994.

Full management control was in operation by
1995 with Anthony Howat as Chairman/CEO.
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%, Sykes-Pickavant.
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inside this issue:

How Flaremaster can pay for itself
Belt tensioning - getting it right

0BDII - what is it?
Free alternator tester - your chance to win

@ Sykes-Pickavant

avant

gykes T

Welcome

to the first issue of our new quarterly magazine. The Wheel
is written exclusively for you as a valued Sykes-Pickavant
customer and contains product information, news, technical
help and special offers which are only available to you.

‘Rob's Advice Clinic' aims to answer some of the questions
we get asked the most, whilst 'Keith's Column' will pass on
handy tips to help you at work. As always, we welcome your
input and ideas. This is your news - let us know what you
think and what you would like to see in future issues!

Your membership card

is attached to the accompanying letter and printed with your
personal ID number. Please keep it in a safe place: quote the
number whenever you call to help us to deal with your
questions or problems quickly and effectively. From time to
time you will be invited to bring your card along to trade
shows and exhibitions in order to
receive special offers and free gifts.
Watch this space!

product news
free prize draw
advice clinic

news from the trade

your letters
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New literature
© ACR Systems tester
© Coil Spring Compressors
© Toolbox Catalogue
© Pullers & Industrial tools

Workshop Catalogue

Issue no.2 out now.

1998

Issue 1 of The Wheel
The first “direct marketing” newsletter from SP

For extra copies of any of our leaflets ring 01 253 783400

© Coil Spring Compressors

08950000 Coil Spring
Compressor
Heavy duty version of t

SPRING 1999
ATS ISSUE
AUTomere
i

&

MALLS 37.20+ NEC+RRMINGRAM

ATS Features
Watch out for
major new
product launch.
Visit
Sykes-Pickavant
Mhn cbmund HIQA

TS TTTTEwTY

08940000 Coil Spring
Compres:

SWL 12500 N

List Price: £340.00

ACR Systems Tester News of
the latest applications releases:
3005990 VAGV2 -

includes diesels and instrament resct

List Price: £85.00

30350000 Fiat2

List Price; £59.00

List Price: £85
30039700 Ford V2

systems. With OBDII

Wheo's Who

Customer Services Manager

Sandra Miller

1999
The Spokesman

Distributor newsletter from SP




The newly merged Sykes-Pickavant team
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Sales & Senior Management
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Fraser Butterworth

Harry Cole
Paul Mindelsohn
Walter Douglas
Brian Garnett
Mike Catlow
Fred Newport
Keith Tyers
Wally Peacock
Peter Pfister
John McMillan
Neville Price
Peter Hill
Leslie Green
Joe Henderson
Accounts?
Peter Sykes
Jack Webster

Administrative Director
Area Sales Manager

Joint Managing Director
Industrial Sales Manager
Area Sales Manager
Area Sales Manager
Order Office Manager
Area Sales Manager
Area Sales Manager
Executive Sales Manager
Area Sales Manager
Area Sales Manager
Export Sales Director & Marketing
Production Director
Area Sales Manager
Accounts

Joint Managing Director

Home Sales Director & Industrial




Sykes-Pickavant
The 2nd Generation Sales Meeting

1981/82

Fred Newport
Eric Cretney
Mike Catlow
Tony Christou
Joe Corcoran ?
Bob Gillespie ?
Neville Price
Harry Cole
Roland Entwhistle
Wally Peacock
Keith Tyers

UK Sales Office
UK Sales

UK Sales
Export Sales
Export Sales
Export

UK Sales

UK Sales

N Ireland Sales
UK Sales

UK Sales

John Redman
Joe Henderson
Peter Pfister
John McMillan
Bernard Dearden
Jack Webster
Paul Mindelsohn
Peter Hill

Les Green

Peter Farnell
?

Product Design
UK & Export Sales

Marketing

UK Sales Manager
Sales Director
Marketing Director
Chairman/CEO
Managing Director
Technical Director

Finance Director
?




Sykes-Pickavant

The “2nd & 3rd Generation together”

1988/90°s
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Roger Kay
Bernard Dearden
Bob Gillespie
Robin Square

? Brian Yates or
Neville Price
Nick Howarth
John Redman

2

?

Peter Hill

Jerry Sanders
Peter Farnell

?

Martin O'Dea
Peter Pfister

Paul Mindelsohn

Commercial Director
Sales Director
Export

UK Sales

Nigel Ayliffe

UK Sales

Display Installations
Product Design

?

?

Managing Director
Speedline Consultant
Finance Director

?

UK Sales - demo van
Marketing

Chairman/CEO

" . lohn Cross
Prp'duc_t'Desigﬁ" -

4

afty Hogg
__Export Sales
e =i

IR —
ey
jbed
g
. 2

Welcome To The

1988 Sykes-Pickav
Sales Conference  Steve

ant
Davies =

Sandra Miller

Product Manager & P
UK Customer Service

Diagnostics

" Export Sales Td
N »- " (see Export for names)

AN,

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Martin Whelan
Paul Rivett

? Jim Harper
Stephen Wheatley
Eric Cretney
Martin Gallagher
Fred Newport
Bob Wilson

John McMillan
Stuart Dempster
Eddie Fewings
Wally Peacock
Mike Catlow
Harry Cole

Jack Webster
Greg Norris

Purchasing
Purchasing

UK Sales

UK Sales

UK Sales & Export
Graphic Design

UK Customer Service
UK Sales Manager
Speedline Sales

UK Sales

UK Sales - demo van
UK Sales

UK Sales

UK Sales

Marketing Director
Marketing Manager




CUSTOMERS AROUND THE WORLD

~ Sykes-Pickavant exported all around the Globe

[Exports accounted fora und 33% of all sales

br t team languages -t-Frenchgféerman, Italian, Russian, Arabic, Dutch, Spanish

EUROPE
Austria
Belgium
Canary isles
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Finland
France
Germany
Gibraltar
Greece
Hungary
lceland

[taly

Malta
Netherlands
Norway
Portugal
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland

MIDDLE EAST
Abu Dhabi
Bahrain
Doha

Qatar

Dubai

Egypt

Iraq

Israel
Jordon
Kuwait
Lebanon
Oman

Saudi Arabia
Syria

United Arab
Emirates
Yemen

AFRICA
Botswana
Kenya
Libya

Nigeria
South Africa
Tanzania
Zimbabwe

FAREAST. ASIA &

DL

Japan
South Korea
Malaysia
Pakistan
Seychelles
Singapore
Sri Lanka
Thailand

AUSTRALASIA &
PACIFIC
Australia

Fiji

New Zealand

NORTH AMERICA
Canada
USA

CENTRAL & SOUTH
AMERICA & CARIBBEAN

ENTRAL & SOUTH

Panama
St. Lucia :
Trinidad and Tobago




Export success continues into the 1980’s & beyond

International Exhibitions were a regular feature for the Export Sales Team.
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. Peter Hill at the Cologne Hardware Fair making a presentation to Peter Heitmann of Friweg.
. Peter Heitmann MD of Friweg Germany.

. Bernard Dearden at the same event.

. Harry Hogg

. Martin O’Dea at Cologne — also shown in Pics 8 and 16

. Susie Claridge

. Enouar Benkelfat, Middle East Sales Manager at Cologne.

. Martin O’Dea at a Soth African Auto Show.

9. Heather Simpson (soon to marry Harry) in Cologne.
10. Ralph Wilce.

11. Harry Hogg.

12. Roger Kay, now MD, at a Cologne Dinner.

13. Ralph Wilce.

14. Heather

15. Harry

16. Martin O’Dea, again! (Martin did a lot of travelling!)




Sykes-Pickavant Export Success
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2000 Automechanika Frankfurt

1. Ralph Wilce 2. Martin O’'Dea 3. Adrie Postma



Sykes-Pickavant Export Success

1. A late 1960’s photo — Barbara Findlater on left 8. Gay Brooker with Harry Hogg behind
2. Harry Hogg 9. Margaret Young
3. Heather Simpson, soon to marry Harry. 10. Helen Bagnall
4. Gay Brooker — a long term member of the Team, having first 11. Paula Clarke
served as PA to Bernard Dearden. 12. Jackie Ainsworth
5. Ralph Wilge 13. Karen Gillibrand/Prosper ?
6. Susie Claridge 14. Graham Roberts
7. Polish “Intern” ?




Sykes-Pickavant Export Success
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2002 Automechanika Frankfurt



The 1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools Project

The 1939 J F Sykes catalogue featured a wide range of hand tools, including: Sockets & Spanners, Screwdrivers, Hacksaws,
Hammers, Pliers, Punches, Chisels and Soldering Irons. However in the post War years these products disappeared from

the range. In 1985, and building on the success of the Speedline range of Service Tools, first launched in 1977, Hand Tools
were re-introduced and became a huge success. Retail packaging, featured the specially designed “SP Tyre Tread” design.

John McMiillan spearheaded the sales effort for Speedline and in doing so he
created a multi million £ success. Over 30 national Cash & Carries featured

the range including Regor, Maccess, Monza and Gordon Spice. Thousands of .
display stands were installed across the UK and this project became the B
\ highest value product launch in company history !




1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools

Speedline Hand Tools had to meet the same “professional quality” standard as the rest of the company’s products. The
manufacturing processes and tooling were outside the range of SP’s normal areas of expertise and so a variety of external
factories were commissioned to produce products for the range, and wherever possible, were designed to include special
features such as: Surface Drive Sockets, Wobble Drives, Ratchet Repair Kits, Ergonomic & Flex Head Ratchets & Mega
Torque screwdrivers. These features might be common 40 years later but were highly innovative at the time.

mega-TORQUE




1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools

Stage 1 was to repackage the existing 100 Speedline Service Tools onto the new “tyre tread” design skin packed cards.

Stage 2 was to add a selection from the Vitrex Safety range, plus around 400 brand new Hand Tools.

Stages 3 & 4 expanded the Hand Tool range to several thousand part numbers.

AUTO-SERVICE TOOLS

 AUTO-SERVICE TOOLS.

A S &

POWER TOOL ACCESSORIES

lan Anderson, joined the

| Product Management Team
to focus attention on this
increasingly important,
multi million £’s range.

Py




1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools

To find what SP needed required travelling 8000 miles to the far side of the World and Japan. Of course this is long before
Taiwan had emerged as a tool manufacturing hub. Back then Japan had a thriving high quality steel manufacturing industry
which had been established for hundreds of years - akin to Sheffield in the UK. The Cold War was still in full swing so Russian
airspace had to be avoided and the early 747’s on the Polar Route needed to refuel in Anchorage. 17 hours or more.

“Base camp” for the expedition was Kobe, close to Osaka. However many of the tool factories were located on the NE coast of
Japan at Sanjo City in Niigata Prefecture. To get there was an exhausting 300 mile/8 hour overnight “Night Train” journey.

. .
Quite a trip!
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. Archipelage
" % 300 mi
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) |
Y glmagine calculating thousands of costs margins and prices when there were, no laptops, no Windows and no Excel.
% ¥ | The Speedline project propelled the team into their first use of portable personal computers.

‘The Compagq DeskPro led this field in the 1980’s so one was purchased (£3000!).
It was an IBM compatible machine using Lotus 123 - the first practical form of spreadsheet for business use.

_ain ~ ol




1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools

Day 1 - July 1985

Our “Minder” Takashita San had his export office in Kobe, one of the main ports in Japan and the 7th largest city. Kobe is also
close to Osaka and in this highly developed part of Japan the cities almost merge into each other. It’s a very busy area and July
is not the best time to visit. It’s rainy season and extremely hot and humid - circa 30C and constant rain. Imagine a rainy day in
the Lake District but much hotter and much wetter!

Set up in the office were display units and the first selection of potential products. The agenda for this first visit was extremely
busy and covered 2 weeks. Whilst still jet lagged it was straight to business on day 1, followed by the night train that evening.

SE . SYKES-PICKAVANT

PROJECT

The 1985 team L to R.
Takashita San, ano, Jack Webster, Greg Norris,
Ted Ichimura, Jerry Sanders.

Ted, an associate of Takashita and Factory Sales
Manager became a good friend to SP.




1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools

July 1985
Display artwork using the new tyre tread design had been prepared by John Marsh at his Covent Garden Studio. Final proof
reading was done “on the hoof” at Heathrow whilst waiting for the Japan Airlines flight.
After visiting Tak’s office, first stop on the 1985 trip was to visit the Japanese printers. Pretty much as could be found in the

UK. Typical Heidelberg Offset Litho printing. All in hand and OK.




1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools

July 1985

Next the factories. Meeting; Factory Tour; Meeting; Factory Tour; Meeting; Factory Tour

on and on!




1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools

July 1985
Of course there was time for some “R&R”

We soon learned that after a Iong day of business the Japanese like to party! ”kampai!”

| = ===

“Mama San




SP Diagnostics

WHY?

Since Henry Ford introduced the Model T the engine technology of the car had changed little.
“Suck squeeze bang blow” summed up how the traditional combustion engine worked.
Cars might have evolved into ever more sleek and attractive designs but fundamentally the base technology was the same

Unchanged now for 80 years
For the spark:

Spark ﬁugs

HT Leads

For the E&haust:

Carburettor Xy h . N\
Iy >

For the Fuel & Air'-.—-.=,

ﬂﬂ’ur“

F 91}
(¢)]

b t&@

Emissions & Economy

Pay =

)n Modules
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ensors
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Engine Management ECU'’s
< ==

‘1

¥ ¢

e lnrbi
mf‘w Um“ ijm ﬂﬂ”/lﬂ@

lz’ ‘ lf mym,wym;;m

Electronic

Fuel Injection

“All change”

By the 1980’s things were changing, and fast. Electronics and Computers were taking over vehicle systems
So that was the environment that Sykes-Pickavant was facing. AND............
Much of the SP range was little changed from the 60’s & 70’s.
Some skills, like traditional Panel Beating, were also facing challenges. Body Shop trades and techniques were moving on




1991 “Suitcase” Diagnostics

Quite frankly, the very idea of getting involved in “new fangled” electronic products like
“diagnostics”, was a bit scary for the whole company! However, a penny dropped. They were
already selling diagnostic products and had been for a very long time !

Cooling System Testers and Compression Tester and so on. To SP these were just “Service
Tools”, but by repackaging into smart new blow moulded cases, and, unified into a range of
“Suitcase Diagnostics”, SP became a Diagnostics business, and almost overnight.

s Sykes-Pickavant

DIAGNOSTICS

GAS ANALYSERS PORTABLE DIAGNOSTIC MODULES

everererey pevesmeptomy gy grssepveny || sy pevesrppeey ey g pe

NEW DIAGNOSTIC RANGE




1991 “Suitcase” Diagnostics

The company had a strong reputation for it’s gauge products so it wasn’t a huge stretch to extend the franchise by
including some well understood electronic products - multimeters, timing lights, battery testers, and engine analysers.

300520




1991 “Suitcase” Diagnostics

For the majority of the existing team at Sykes-Pickavant, including Sales, Marketing & Customer Service, as well
as for the distribution network, these new products still presented a steep learning curve. Training would be
needed. In addition, more specific experience of these new technologies was required in order to keep ahead of
the changes, and to look into the future and anticipate how the market would develop.

SP’s first Marketing Product Manager, Steve Davies, joined the business from Lucas in Birmingham.

Steve joined just days before the June 1989 Sales Conference and was plunged in at the deep end, and halfway
through the Phase 1 of the SP Diagnostics project.

'BIAGNOSTICS

SYIKES [PICIKAVANT
[HIANID HIELD DIAGNOSTICS




1991 Petrol & Diesel Exhaust Gas Analysers

To some extent the company strategy to move into diagnostics was also stimulated by the looming introduction of
Exhaust Gas Testing into the MOT test for Petrol cars in 1991. Diesel was to follow in 1994.

As a member of the Garage Equipment Association SP participated in the Industry Consultation process that preceded
the introduction of emission testing to the MOT, and was therefore prepared for what was about to happen to the
industry. However many new skills were required to participate in this sector. The first acquisition of an electronic
diagnostic company, ETT (Engine Test Technique) of Lancaster was a direct result in 1990.




1991 onwards and new, in-house, designs appear

It wasn’t just a Product Manager the company needed !
New R&D, Manufacturing and Service Skills, and, new sales people too.

T,
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Neil Tim UK SALES
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v || |as well as many other innovative electronic tools.
Adian  Robin The ACR was a highly successful product selling [ s s
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- P in excess of 20,000 units, making it one of SP’s ) e
= i best selling products of all time! :




1991 onwards & company acquisitions

ETT wasn’t the only diagnostic company acquisition in the 1990’s.
Both AM Test Systems Ltd & Motortest Gmbh joined the family.
Products from both companies found their way into the SP range, for example Headlamp Beam Testers and A/C Servicing.

EFN I [ 1

|

A M Test Systems Ltd. Pk l
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Catalogue & Literature Design

The company has always taken great pride in it’s cataloguing and literature, constantly seeking to improve.

Jack Webster, who started with JWP in the 1950’s, led the drive to develop an increasingly creative approach, especially
after taking on the role of Marketing Director. His tenure overlapped into the 3rd Generation and the process of
improvement can be seen in these pictures from 20 years of catalogues.

1982 and the first colour appears in
catalogue SP10. These studio shots were
taken by a professional photographer in his
studio using a large a format Hasselblad
camera & transparency film.

1986 and SP12. Again studio shots by a
Birmingham photographer, with the output
as large format transparencies.

These photos were also used in large wall
posters for distributors.

1989 and SP14. Studio shots by a Fylde
photographer, Mike Challinor on a Mamiya
camera and, as Martin Gallagher had
joined the Marketing Team by then he
directed—again transparencies

1992 and SP15. The studio shots taken for
SP14 were used again for the product
sections .

Mike took new photos for the cover with
Martin directing.

= Sykes-Pickavant. " '




Catalogue & Literature Design

1995 SP16 With Desk Top Publishing design skills now fully in house the SP Marketing Studio takes full
creative control of catalogue production. Mike Challinor took the photos with Martin Gallagher directing.




Catalogue & Literature Design

1998 SP17 and a completely new look has emerged with both photography and direction now in
house. Martin acquired a new large format Mamiya 645 camera, with transparencies as output.

(Digital didn’t arrive until 2004)
— -

Hand Tools ~ 210-:%




SP Exhibitions in the 1980’s & 90’s

Since the foundation of the company exhibitions had been a regular feature each year, both at home and abroad. For
many years the public Motor Show in the UK was the premier event, even for parts and accessories companies. In later
years the “ATS”, Automotive Trade Show became the key show for industry businesses who supplied vehicle
workshops and parts distribution networks. In the 1980°’s another show joined the annual UK show diary, Autopartac.
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SP Exhibitions in the 1980’s & 90’s

International Automotive and Hardware Shows were dominated by the Cologne Eisenwaren Messe held every March at
the showground just across the Rhine from the stunning Cologne Dom Cathedral. SP exhibited as part of the British
Hand Tools Federation mission. The Frankfurt show is an enormous bi-annual show in September and SP would exhibit
with the UK SMMT group. Both shows attract visitors from all parts of the globe, from Europe, Asia, Africa and the

Americas and both shows are “must do” if you’re in this business.
These weren’t the only overseas shows - Scandinavia, South Africa, Australia, NZ, USA & elsewhere also regulars.

2000 Automotive Show Johannesburg South Africa - 1
- 3 »_ z ) a‘: ;»

1987 New Zealand 1987 Denmark 1990 SEMA Las Vegas
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The Sykes-Pickavant “MBO” from Facom Tools

The giant American Hand Tool company, Stanley Tools, purchased the Facom Group in 2005. Stanley reviewed their strategic direction for
their new European operations and concluded that the Automotive Service Tools & Diagnostics products in the Sykes-Pickavant range did
not fit into their future. The following year Stanley quickly moved to divest themselves of this part of their business.

This decision would provide the opportunity for SP to become a private company once more, and escape the “Corporate” world.

counterfeit products.” s
A D <

Sykes-Pickavant
acquired in MBO

/{p Sykes-Pickavant.

Workshop Solutions

Sykes-Pickavant Press Release 03/10/2006

Pested by Peter Warman on October 4, 2008, 12:19 pm
User logged in as UKAT5501

Press Release

( embargoed until Tuesday 3rd October 2006 )
Sykes-Pickavant acquired by new management team !

It has been announced today ( 3rd October 2006 ) that Sykes-Pickavant has been acquired by a new management team, which compnses:
Chairman - Peter Coombes

Managing Director - Paul Archer

Marketing Director - David Mekie

Additional team members, including a new engineering Director, will be announced shortly

The Sykes-Pickavant brand business has been purchased from Facom UK Ltd (an affiliate of The Stanley Works.) which has owned the business since 1984,

The privately funded acquisition provides the new management team with full ownership and responsibility for the Sykes-Pickavant business from 3.10. 2006.

The businass will continue to operate from the existing Cannack ( UK ) location, which has recently been vacated by Facom UK Ltd

The acquiring management team, intends te fully pursue and develop the Sykes-Pickavant business within its' core areas of expertise;
Automoiive Diagnostics, Automotive and Industrial Specialist Tools, and to establish the necessary resources to develop each cof these market segments

The existing Essex based Mototex business, founded by Peter Ccombes, and now including Paul Archer and David Mekie in the management team,
will continue to independently provide its range of technical support products i.e. technical helpline, training. and information / data products.
A business manager and sales persennel will be appointed shortly, and will be solely dedicated to the Mototek business.

ENDS
Further information can be obtained by contacting

Peter Coombes
clo Sykes-Pickavant Ltd - +44 (0) 1922 702222 / (0) 7711 917115

In establishing a new “MO” for what had become a fairly
complex business, with a very diverse product range and with a
customer base spanning the Globe it became apparent that a
new structure was required.

SP have always had strong markets in the Southern Hemisphere
with Australia perhaps being the foremost. The Principal of SP’s
Australian Distributor was keen to secure the brand and shoulder
responsibility for their markets, particularly across Oceana, Asia,
& Africa.

The new UK operation could also effectively cover Europe.

For both the UK, and for Export, attention was required to
re-build parts of the product range that had been neglected
during the Facom period.

Meanwhile the Electronics Team at Melksham were motivated
to ensure that “their” products survived and prospered.

And so, 3 businesses emerged:

Sykes-Pickavant Ltd - UK & Europe

Sykes-Pickavant Export Ltd - Oceana, Asia, Africa + +
SPDiagnostics brand - Nyquist Solutions Ltd (Melksham Team)




2006 Sykes-Pickavant & Sykes-Pickavant Export

This statement sums up the “new” business:

“Sykes-Pickavant Ltd. and Sykes-Pickavant Export operate as sister companies to bring specialist automotive solutions to the whole of the
globe. Meeting the changing requirements posed by vehicle and equipment design, Sykes-Pickavant products are constantly changing to

stay on top of and often ahead of the game. The company offers a huge range of products, many which have evolved from original solutions
which have stood the test of time and others which have been especially created to tackle more modern issues.”

( £

Sykes-Pickavant. Product Catalogue

sy

@ Sykes-Pickavant.

As it is beyond the scope of the SPArchive
project to venture into detail about these
businesses readers are encouraged to check
out their respective websites and
social media.

The SPArchive project was conceived by ex
colleagues from the earlier business, but, with
the full, and enthusiastic cooperation and
input from the new owners.

Together we celebrate the 100th Anniversary,

PRODUCT CATALOGUE: and look forward to the story continuing for

many years to come.

www.sykes-pickavant.com

www.sykes-pickavant.com

www.sykespickavantexport.com




The SP Diagnostics “MBO”

With the Facom/Stanley divestment of Sykes-Pickavant the new MBO team concluded that the highly complex world of electronic
automotive diagnostics was not really their "cup of tea". This review of their core service tools business provided Winston Lee, Martin
Hillier, and others in the Melksham team an opportunity to "extract" the SPDiagnostics brand, it's products and IP, in stages from the
now privately owned, Sykes-Pickavant Ltd.

Whilst retaining the SPDiagnostics brand their new company, Nyquist Solutions, went on to regenerate the business, create new
products as well as support legacy designs. See www.spdiagnostics.com

In 2016 the now successful SPDiagnostics brand was purchased by Bartec Group, the world leaders in Tyre Pressure Monitoring systems.

Oceana, Asia, & Africa.

Home _ Support’ Products Repairs  Contacts
Diagnostics

nnoyat . :
0T AUTOMOUYVEIGENOSt : SOXOL
SP Diagnostics designs and manufactures, products

and services for the automotive industry and
aftermarket.

support repairs & service

individual product support, product repairs & service
G
aqs

FAQs and downloads
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1950’s, through to the early 2000’s. This team of people embraced every facet of the company’s
business from: Home/Export Sales & Marketing; Customer Service; Product Design; Production;

and After Sales Support.

lan Anderson Product Management lan McMillan (for John) UK Sales & Speedline
John Cross Tool Product Design & Works Dave Mekie Service, Sales & Marketing
Sandra Miller Customer Service

Ali Mindelsohn (for Paul), Chairman

Steve Davies Product Management
Peter Farnell Finance

Martin Gallagher Graphic Design
Peter Hill MD & Export Sales
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We would love to get your contribution so please use the “Contact Us” link on the website.

In addition

The SPArchive Project Team would like to thank the owners of Sykes-Pickavant, Mr Paul Archer
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The Sykes-Pickavant 100 Archive Project Mission Statement:

“To preserve and promote the 100-year legacy of the Sykes-Pickavant
brand, products and people.”

www.SParchive.or, g A “not for profit” heritage project

January 28th 2026

The donation put together by the SPArchive Team is
collected by the Assistant Curator at the British Motor
Museum, Gaydon, Warwickshire.

The donation comprised 86 company catalogues and
documents, plus 34 Tool & Diagnostic products, as well
as an assortment of company memorabilia.

The documents will enter the Gaydon Archives and be
available to automotive industry researchers far into
the future. A Sykes-Pickavant Timeline Book will also
be placed in the public Reading Room in the museum.

The products and artifacts will be used for display in
various locations around the museum.

More donations will follow.
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The SPArchive has been created by a team of former employees during 2025, to record and
celebrate the 100th anniversary of this rare “survivor” business from the very early days of

the motor car. The project continues .

This book covering the period from 1918 onwards was published in January 2026.
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