




Background to the SPArchive project by Greg Norris retired Marketing Director 
The origins of this project date to a precise point in time. 8th August 2024. During a vacation tour of the South West of England in my campervan I visited the wonderful Haynes Motor 
Museum at Sparkford in Somerset. As a petrol head this visit had been on my “to do” list for many years, not only to see the fabulous collection created by John Haynes (as in Haynes 
Workshop Manuals) but also because Sykes-Pickavant had a long association with his company. Over the years we supplied many tools for use in the preparation of his manuals, but 
also because our former Sales Manager, John McMillan was a personal friend of John Haynes. You can read John’s profile on this website. 

The “star” exhibit in the Haynes Museum just has to be the “Red Room”. The stunning display of red sports cars is a joy to 
behold. Go see it! From Triumphs to Alfa Romeos and Ferraris. I don’t think there’s a museum anywhere in the world with a 
display like this. 

The cars are beautiful, and I spent a long time admiring the 
British classics represented, like this Jenson Interceptor, a true 
“Grand Tourer” and Gentleman’’s carriage. No surprise then 
that our Chairman, Paul Mindelsohn drove one of these in his 
Batchelor  days! 

However, and most of all,  I wanted to see their replica workshop 
display. What a disappointment!  

No Sykes-Pickavant ! 
I recall thinking, “we’ll have to do something about this.” 

1996 
75th Anniversary UK Roadshow 

February 2025  
A friend and former colleague at SP asks me if I have any company catalogues or photographs. I check and I 
have nothing. Other former colleagues are in the same position. We also realise that the 100th anniversary 
had passed without note in 2021. No one had thought to celebrate this important milestone. Forgotten ! 
Once again , “we’ll have to do something about this.”        Now we knew what we had to do. 

The plan emerged from a group of former colleagues who put together the 75th Anniversary Roadshow in 
1996 and who had invested many years of their careers in support of a truly great and unique company. 

The SPArchive 100 project was born to capture this history before it was lost. 

1971 
50th Anniversary Booklet 

2025 
100th Anniversary  

Digital Archive 
& 

Document Collection 



 “To preserve and promote the 100-year legacy of the Sykes-Pickavant brand, products and people.” 
Many people have contributed to the evolu on of this unique business over 12 decades, 

From it’s early roots in 1918 with Great War veterans, right through to 2025 where a new genera on are con nuing to keep the story alive. 
To quote the new owners: 

“ As the current owners of Sykes Pickavant we feel a huge responsibility on our shoulders to protect the legacy of this 
iconic British brand and more importantly preserve all its history going forward as the generations change.” 

The “Pioneers” who got this story started deserve special recogni on. Post WW1 was a me of a deep financial crisis and 
mes were hard. Star ng any business in such condi ons must have been tough and required great determina on. Not  

only that but the primary companies in this story had to face another World War, but they survived and thrived.  

Aside from surviving, these Pioneers also made a major contribu on to the emerging UK Automo ve Trade, and, made 
some truly impressive contribu ons to their local communi es.  

To be er understand who these Pioneers were and to put the whole meline in context we’ve put together the following: 

The 100 year meline & “The Pioneers” 

“Chapter 1 - 1918/19” the stories of John (Jack) William Pickavant, Wilfrid Hill & Millicent (Millie) Baker 

“Chapter 2 - 1921” The Mindelsohn & Gordon families 

“Chapter 3 - 1939 The Sykes family  

Correc ons and addi ons 
This story has been a complex jigsaw to piece        
together and verify.  

If you have any correc ons or addi ons we’d be very 
happy to receive them. 



1910’s 1930’s 1940’s 1960’s 1980’s 1970’s 1920’s 1950’s 1990’s 2000’s 2020’s 2010’s 

1918 
J W Pickavant & Co

Partnership 

1921 
J W Pickavant & Co 

Limited 

1931 
J F Sykes 

Manufacturers 

Agent 

1939 
J F Sykes (St Annes) 

Limited 

1969 
Sykes-Pickavant 

Limited 

1977
Auto Tools (Bham) 

Limited 

1987 
Den Product 

Limited 

1985 
Vitrex 

(Florin) 

1992 
Auto Service Products 

Limited 

1990 
Engine Tes ng Technique 

Limited 

Acquisi ons 

1988 
PLC 

Flota on 

2006 
Sykes-Pickavant 

Limited 

REBORN 

1995 
Facom  

Stanley 

1991 
Motortest Gmbh 

A M Test Systems Ltd 

1990 
Abrasive Tools 

Limited 

1987 
Visual Pressure Instruments 

Limited 

J W Pickavant & Co 

J F Sykes 

Sykes-Pickavant 

Independent 
Facom & Stanley Sykes-Pickavant  

REBORN 

The SPArchive Project The 100 year Timeline 



The Sykes-Pickavant 100 Story - The Original “Pioneers” 
1918/19 - The J W Pickavant & Co Partnership 
“Manufacturers and Manufacturers Agents to the Motor, Motor Cycle & Engineering trades 

Products included automotive Oils, Greases, Lubricants etc  from the County Chemical Co. 

Jack W Pickavant Miss Millicent E Baker Mr Wilfrid  Hill 
1921 - J W Pickavant & Co Ltd  Registered Company  
Capital £10,000 with finance primarily from the Mindelsohn family. 

First catalogue of automotive accessories & featuring Gordon Car Bodies. 

The Mindelsohn family was already intermarried with the Gordon family and they also had  

crossover business relationships in both directions. 

Justin Mindelsohn 

Died 1939 

Marcus Mindelsohn 

Died 1955 

Paul Mindelsohn son of Marcus 

Director in 1954 MD in 1955 

Joint MD with Peter Sykes in 1969 

Chairman 1978 

Group Chairman 1987 

Died 2014 

JW Pickavant 

Leaves 1925 

Jonas Gordon 

Brother of Miriam Mindelsohn 

Director 1940’s 

Died 1953 

Joe Sykes 

Died 1965 

Miss ME Baker 

Retires 1949 

Peter Sykes 

MD 

Joint MD with Paul Mindelsohn 

Died 1978 

1931 J F Sykes Manufacturer’s Agent 
Joe Sykes acted as Northern Area Salesman for JWP for approximately 10 years before leaving to 
set up as a “one man band” Manufacturers Agent representing several American Tool Companies 
who also produced products for the Automotive market. 

1939 J F Sykes (St Annes) Limited 
Joe had clearly achieved sufficient success to justify registering a business with Companies House 
shortly before the outbreak of World War 2. 

At some time after the war the business started manufacturing products in the UK and by the mid 
1950’s both Peter Sykes and Paul Mindelsohn had developed a strong friendship.  

The “friendly rivalry” between the companies continued through the 1960’s until Peter and Paul 
hatched a plan to merge and form Sykes-Pickavant Limited in 1969. 

Following Peter’s fatal road accident in 1978 Paul was left with the sole leadership responsibility for 
taking the young company forward into the 1980’s and 1990’s. 

Shareholders from the 1970 Holdings Company accounts. And Post PLC accounts for 1993 



The Sykes-Pickavant 100 Story - The last family “MD’s” 

Paul Mindelsohn  
Director of J W Pickavant & Co Ltd in 1954  

MD of J W Pickavant & Co Ltd in 1955 
Joint MD Sykes-Pickavant Ltd in 1969 

Chairman 1978 
Group Chairman 1987 

Died 2014 

Peter Sykes 
MD J F Sykes (St Annes) Ltd 

Joint MD Sykes-Pickavant Ltd in 1969 
Died 1978 

SYKES PICKAVANT 



So far we’ve only been able to find this rather poor photo taken from a 1970’s Canadian newspaper celebrating his 88th 

birthday. However from a variety of sources, including his 1970 letter to the company, it’s been possible to piece together 

another fascinating story. Born in 1882 in Southport the son of Thomas Pickavant, a Railway Guard, and his wife Annie. In 

1911, aged 29, he’s living in Southport  working as a “Boot Polish Manufacturer”. Married in 1913  at Ormskirk to       

Margaret Arkwright. The Imperial War Museum lists his occupation as “Metal Polish Manufacturer” prior to join up. 

 

In 1916 during WW1 he enlists and serves for 3 years in 52 squadron Royal Flying Corps equipped with BE2C and BE12 

aircraft from Western Front airfields in France. In June 1918 he’s invalided out with Chronic Bronchitis, apparently a      

common ailment with WW1 troops. His rank was Flight Sergeant and his duties were Mechanical Engineer & Driver so this 

must have been his first exposure to the fledgling motor trade. 

In his 1970’s letter he says this:” No doubt you will be surprised to receive this letter from the person who founded  

J. W. Pickavant Company, in the years between 1918 or 1919. I just forget the exact date. 

I took the late Wilfrid Hill into partnership, while at the same time I was Sales Manager of the County Chemical Company.” 

This business was the first J W Pickavant & Co - a partnership, and not yet a Limited Company. 

Who was John William Pickavant?  (“Jack” and self described as “Himself”) 

1882-1972 

On January 8th 1921  JWP arrives in New York on the White Star Line ship RMS Celtic and 

clearing Immigration through Ellis Island which was the famous facility for newly arrived        

immigrants to the USA. This was a business trip for County Chemicals, as documented in the 

Immigration records included herewith. JWP was traveling with the son of Wilfrid Hill the owner 

of County Chemicals. 

The objective of the trip was to visit the Hassler Shock Absorber Company in Indianapolis and 

no doubt to negotiate a distribution agreement for the UK market. Hassler Shock Absorbers 

would appear in the first catalogue of the newly established JW Pickavant & Co  Limited    

company later that year. 

By June 1921 JWP is back in England boarding at an address in Handsworth, Birmingham with his occupation listed as “Manufacturers 

Agent to the Motor & Motor Cycle Trade”. In the house of Edith Deacon (age 38) and her son Frank Deacon (age 17) who is a Clerk in    

Motor Trade to J. W. Pickavant and Co, and daughter Eva Mary Deacon (age 15) Clerk in Motor Trade to the County Chemical Co. 



SUMMARY OF THIS VOYAGE:  Ship White Star Line RMS Celtic.  Departed Liverpool 29th December 1920   Arrival 8th January 1921 

NOTE - This was a very slow passage in mid winter. Fast Ships crossed in less than 6 days, but this voyage took 11 days. Passengers would 

also have “enjoyed” a New Year’s Eve party, and, without doubt, some very choppy weather at this time of year.  

Lawrence Cecil Hill (Wilfrid Hill’s son) and John William Pickavant are shown as “In transit” with an intended stay of just 2 weeks. They are both 

listed as working for The County Chemical Co and their destination is the Hassler Shock Absorber Co in Indianapolis. This city is over 600 miles 

from New York and to the south of the Great Lakes and Chicago area. 



In June 1921 J W Pickavant & Co Ltd is registered, Capital £10,000. 
“To take over the business as manufacturers and manufacturers agents’ to the motor, motor cycle, and 
engineering trades. AND at Bradford Street”.  
“manufacturers” must refer to the manufacturing of metal polish.  
“manufacturers’ agents” must refer to the County Chemical Co Ltd. also operating from Bradford St. 
The 4 Directors are : J W Pickavant, Miss M E Baker, Justin Mindelsohn & Marcus Mindelsohn. 



On the 26 Apr 1925 JWP arrives in Montreal, Canada and we believe this is a visit made with the intention of re-locating permanently to    
Canada. The reason for confidence on this is that in 1926-29 we know his venture importing British cars to North America was in full swing plus 
we have this statement in his 1970 letter to SP.  “but I also brought the first small car to the American Continent in 1925.” 

Jack Pickavant was clearly a very enterprising (& very mobile) fellow. In his 1970 letter he says this: “As you probably know, not only did I coin 
the word Brylcreem, which has been a big success, but I also brought the first small car to the American Continent in 1925.” Apparently he  
became a “super-salesman” in North America for County Chemicals of Birmingham who invented Brylcreem in 1928. 

Brylcreem   
“A Little Dab'll Do Ya! Brylcreem .You'll look so debonair. Brylcreem The gals'll all pursue ya; they'll love to run their fingers through your hair!".  
 

He also claimed to be the first and sole agent for British Austin & Morris Cars in Canada. 
We thought this claim was hyperbole, but we’ve been able to prove that it’s TRUE! 

Apparently, Jack was a bit of a Lad!  

Who was John William Pickavant?  (“Jack” and self described as “Himself”) 

However in October 1925 Jack Pickavant travels across the Atlantic 
another time to be an exhibitor at the Olympia Motor Show using the 
“Himself” name, and is listed as an exhibitor in addition to the J W 
Pickavant Company Ltd.  
 
At some point in 1925 we believe the Mindelsohns bought out his 
shareholding but decided to retain the J W P name for the company. 
 
There’s another Atlantic crossing in 1928 most likely a business trip 
associated with his on going relationship with County Chemicals. 



1921 Boarding at 15 Normandy Road, Handsworth 
In the house of Edith Deacon (age 38)  

John William Pickavant (age 39 born Southport),  

Manufacturers Agent to the Motor & Motor Cycle Trade.  

Frank Carter Deacon (son age 17) 

Clerk in Motor Trade to J. W. Pickavant and Co 

Eva Mary Deacon (daughter age 15)  

Clerk in Motor Trade to the County Chemical Co. 

19 June 1921 Census 
(4 miles to the factories) 



Who was Wilfrid Hill? 
1868—1959 

Wilfrid Hill trained as a Pharmaceutical Chemist and in 1892, 
when he was just 24, he acquired Sumner’s Drug and          
Dispensing Business, High Street, Coleshill.  

From these premises he operated in partnership with Edwin 
James Prentice, trading as the County Chemical Co. 

In 1896 this partnership was dissolved and County Chemical 
Co Limited was registered. 

Hill was a prolific “inventor” with many patents registered. These patents covered vulcanising products for the Bicycle, Motor &   
Aviation Trades as well as carbide products, lubricants & oils, polishes, Household cleaners, Insulating Tape, and even goods for 
the War effort like - bullet proof Body Armour, Gas Bombs and Gas Masks. 



1904 1904 1904 1903 1904 1905 

1905 1909 

1913 1914 

1906 1906 1906 1908 1909 

1909 

1916 1920 1921 1922 
1929 1930 

1905 1904 

County Chemical Products  1900’s - 1930’s 

1



Who was Millicent “Millie” Emily Baker ? 
“Millie” Baker was born in Aston Birmingham in 1882, and into a modest working class family with 
her father serving as a foreman for a Steel Toy Manufacturer C. T. Willetts Ltd. William, Eliza, and 
Millie Baker lived in the Small Heath area of Birmingham and by 1921 the family were still living 
together with Millie now 39. In 1939 she is recorded as still living with her mother in in Erdington. 
Was her decision to stay single and pursue a career in business influenced by the events of 
World War 1?  The Great War changed many lives but we can only speculate. 

When the J W Pickavant Partnership was first established in late 1918/9 Millie joined this partnership along with 
Wilfrid Hill. Jack Pickavant was also born in 1882 so both he and Millie were aged 36. At that point Jack’s      
business experience was somewhat limited and had been interrupted by service during the Great War. On the 
other hand Millie had clearly accrued enough experience to warrant her joining the partnership in a bookkeeping/
accounts and managerial role. Together, these 3 partners brought together an interesting blend of strengths - 
JWP with his salesmanship, Millie with her business administration skills, and Wilfred with his product and     
technical expertise. 
Millie had clearly become a “career girl” and she continued in service, now as a Director and Company           
Secretary, with the formation of JWP Limited in 1921 until her retirement 28 years later in 1949. 

The 1911 Census reveals that Millie was living with her parents and grandmother at an address in “Little Green 
Lane”. She is also listed as a “Clerk & Manageress” for a Chemical Company. This address is just a short walk 
from Bradford Street where Wilfrid Hill’s company County Chemicals were based - this can’t be a coincidence! 
Almost certainly this is how JWP and Millie were introduced. By 1911 Wilfrid Hill had been in business since the 
late 1800’s and it’s not unreasonable to speculate that he provided the introduction. 



The 1911 Census reveals that Millie was living with her parents and grandmother at an address in “Little Green 
Lane”. She is also listed as a “Clerk & Manageress” for a Chemical Company.  
This address is just a short walk from Bradford Street where Wilfrid Hill’s company County Chemicals were 
based - this can’t be a coincidence! 

Who was Millicent “Millie” Emily Baker ? 



Who was Millicent “Millie” Emily Baker ? 
Our research has shown that JWP was a very mobile chap, with multiple visits to America and Canada in the 
1920’s and 30’s.  
It seems that Millie also liked to travel as she too visited the USA in 1935, travelling home on board the White 
Star ship RMS Majestic. At that time the Majestic was the largest ship in the World, only to be eclipsed by the 
newly launched SS Normandie in 1935. The RMS Queen Mary made her maiden voyage for the merged White 
Star-Cunard line the following year winning the coveted “Blue Riband” trophy that August. 
There is some evidence that Millie’s trip may have landed first in Canada to visit her former partner, JWP, who 
by then was enjoying business success in Canada. We believe she travelled overland from Toronto to New York 
to see the amazing new Art Deco skyscrapers built in the 1930’s before returning home. 

Perhaps the most important fact in Millie’s story is that it took many years of campaigning by the        
Suffragette Movement before women gained the right to vote in the General Election of December 1918.  
Yet there she was, in a top role in a newly emerging industry that was very much “a man’s world”.    

She was well ahead of her time, and …...so were her male colleagues ! 



J W Pickavant & Co 
Were these the original products ? 

We know that J W P’s occupation was “Metal Polish Manufacturer” in 1916 
- Imperial War Museum. 

We also know his partner Wilfrid Hill was an inventor who registered       
patents for polishing products in 1922 & 23. 

We know that the J W P & Co Partnership and the County Chemical Co 
were on Bradford St.  

When J W P & Co Limited was registered it was in Lombard St which has 
a T junction with Bradford St and their premises were called “QUIKKO 
WORKS”. This brand would be used on many products. Was the Quikko 
name invented by Jack Pickavant? He was good coming up with names. 

Note the reference to “Try Quikko Metal Polish” on this 
Chemico Chromium Cleanser. 

The earliest tools in the J W Pickavant range were “Valve Grinders”, or as 
they were later called “Valve Lappers”. These tools are used in conjunction 
with an abrasive paste - made by, County Chemicals under their Chemico 
brand name. Early catalogue entries and the 1926 Motor Show photo         
establish the early origins of these products. 



The formation of J W Pickavant & Company Limited 
In the company mythology it has never been clear just exactly how the  

Mindelsohn’s and Jack Pickavant first came together, and why they chose 
to use “Pickavant” in naming the company. 

A further puzzle was that in Jack Pickavant’s letter in 1970 (see Library) he 
says that he started the business in 1918/19, shortly after his war service in 
the Royal Flying Corps. 

This Birmingham Daily Gazette clipping from 1921 solves the puzzle: 

New Company 

J W Pickavant and Co Ltd - Private company. Capital £10,000. 

To take over the business of manufactures and manufacturers' agents to 
the motor, motor cycle, and engineering trades carried on by  

J.W.Pickavant and Millicent E Baker at Bradford street Birmingham, as 
"J.W.Pickavant & Co". 

Directors J.W.Pickavant, 52 Guernsey road Liverpool: Miss M.E.Baker, 
Park View, Little Green lanes, Erdington, Birmingham: J Mindelsohn, 287 
Hagley road, Edgebaston, Birmingham: M G Mindelsohn, 3 Queen's Court, 
Hagley Road, Edgebaston, Birmingham. 

So now we know. It was a take over of a pre existing business. 

Without doubt the business needed finance which the wealthy Mindelsohn 
family could provide. 

For unknown reasons it took only a few years before they parted ways and 
Jack Pickavant sailed off to Canada to start importing Morris cars - 1925/6. 

See his story for more information. 



Jack Pickavant  Failure and Success in Canada 
JWP’s claim to have been the first importer of British cars to North America seemed a bit far fetched……. 
Until we found the evidence in this photo & validated by Trade Directory entries for 1927 & 1928. 
However the venture didn’t last long and he lost $100,000. Fortunately his County Chemicals products, including 
Brylcreem, plus other businesses, proved much more successful ! 

By 1930 his Trade Directory      
listings have vanished. 

Following the 1929 Wall St 
crash the World was heading 

into the Great Depression. 























MENDEL G. MINDELSOHN 
Died age 67 

Was Chairman of the House 
Commi ee of the Queen      
Elizabeth Hospital, and had 
served on several commi ees 
of the Queen's Hospital for 
many years.  
In Freemasonry, he was a Past 
Master of St. Paul's Lodge. and 
P.G.D. of Grand Lodge.  
"The Jewish community of    
Birmingham has lost, in the 
sudden passing of Mendel 
Mindelsohn. a most valued 
supporter and friend. His      
philanthropy was outstanding, 
and it is for his constant       
willingness to support 
many causes, Jewish and Chris-

an, that he has made the 
name of Mindelsohn synony-
mous here with kindliness and 
charity. . But it 
was in his work for the Birming-
ham hospitals that he           
outshone his fellow-ci zens 



Eulogy to Paul C Mindelsohn 
By colleague and friend Jack Webster 

2014 









Warwickshire Furnishing Co 
Bristol Rd, Bournbrook, Birmingham 

Circa 1963 



The J W Pickavant & Co “Partnership” was on Bradford St. 
The County Chemical Co was on Bradford St. 

Gordon & Co furniture factory was on Bradford St 
The J W Pickavant & Co “Limited” company was on Lombard St…...just off Bradford St ! 







Is this the QUIKKO WORKS building in 2025? 
Common features: 
Flat roof with “chimney” structure 
3 Stories with loading bay door 
Low building to the left with windows bricked up 
The modern building has been altered and “refreshed” in the 1950’s 
with new and larger windows but other wise looks the same. 
Plus….no other buildings on Lombard St of this configuration. 



In his 1970 letter J W Pickavant tells us that when he started his “J W Pickavant and 
Co” company (ie before it became a Ltd company in 1921) he recruited Joe Sykes as 
a salesman. Joe had married a school friend of his wife, and JWP tells us that he 
was working for Boots The Chemist in Southport. We believe this to be 1919/20. 
When J W Pickavant & Co Ltd was registered in 1921 the only directors listed were J 
W P, Millicent Baker, Justin and Marcus Mindelsohn.  
However we believe Joe was confirmed in the role as Northern Counties Salesman 
for the newly registered business but with no shareholding as such. 
By 1931 the 50th Anniversay Booklet (see in The Library) tells us that Joe left JWP 
to set up his own “Manufacture’s Agent” business and this is confirmed by Graces 
Guide.  
His portfolio included tools from America, notably K-D & Herbrand “Van-Chrome” 

In 1939 Joe registered the company as J F Sykes (St Annes) Limited. 
The product range included service tools competing with J W P products, but also 
wide selection of hand tools.  
Editors note: After the two companies merged these hand tools fell by the wayside with more focus being given 
to automotive service tools and stronger program of Industrial Pullers, like the 1500 and Loadstar ranges. 

However by a twist of fate the hand tools re-appeared in the program in the extended Speedline range of the 
1980’s. See in The Library for more on this. 

In due course Joe handed over the reigns of the JFS company to his son Peter. It 
was Peter Sykes that struck the merge agreement with Paul Mindelsohn in 1968. 
Sykes-Pickavant Ltd commenced operations on January 1st 1969 with Peter and 
Paul as Joint Managing Directors. 
Unfortunately Peter and his wife were tragically killed in a road accident in 1974  
leaving Paul Mindelsohn to manage on his own. 
One of Peter’s sons worked for the new Sykes-Pickavant in the rapidly evolving  
computer department through to the 1990’s but he was the last family member to be 
an active member of the St Annes team. 

The Sykes Family 







 “To preserve and promote the 100-year legacy of the Sykes-Pickavant brand, products and people.” 
Many people have contributed to the evolution of this unique business over 12 decades, 

From it’s early roots in 1918 with Great War veterans, right through to 2025 where a new generation are continuing to keep the story alive. 
To quote the new owners: 

“ As the current owners of Sykes Pickavant we feel a huge responsibility on our shoulders to protect the legacy of this 
iconic British brand and more importantly preserve all its history going forward as the generations change.” 

The “Pioneers story” essentially covered the first 20 years leading up to World War 2, and particularly the stories of  

Jack Pickavant, Millie Baker, Wilfrid Hill, Justin & Marcus Mindelsohn and Joe Sykes. 

These characters provided the “1st Generation” in this 100 year story and were the first of 4 Generations. 

 

GENERATION 2 - Events & Achievements 

The next chapter concerns the 30 year, post WW2 period from the 1950’s though to the early 1980’s. 

• J W Pickavant & Co Ltd in Birmingham to 1968 

• J F Sykes (St Annes) Ltd in St Annes to 1968 

• Sykes-Pickavant Ltd in St Annes - SP1 Catalogue 1969 to SP10 Catalogue 1982 

Corrections and additions 

This story has been a complex jigsaw to piece        

together and verify.  

If you have any corrections or additions we’d be very 

happy to receive them. 



1940’s 

Pre War thru to Post War 

1950’s 1960’s 

1969 

“SP1” 

Merge Catalogue 

1982 

“SP10” 

Catalogue 



Product Innovation & Creativity 

1950’s to early 80’s 

Hydraulic Nut Splitters 

Internal Race Extractors 

Adjustable Body Blade Holder CV Drop Arm Puller Impact Driver 

Brake Pipe Flaring Tools 

Cooling System Testers 

Flywheel Pullers Tools for Mini Hubs & Suspension 

Coil Spring Compressors 

Brake Pipe Bender 



Product Innovation & Creativity 

1950’s to early 80’s - Hydraulic Pullers 

Evolution of the “1500” Series 

Loadstar 

Heavy Duty Hydraulic Pullers 

Kits & Components 

20, 30, 50, & 100 tons 



Product Innovation & Creativity 

1950’s to early 80’s - Sales Displays, Promo Kits & Red Toolboxes 

“Shadow Boards” 

Although designed for workshop 

use these Shadow Boards also 

proved popular for creating 

products displays in shows and 

distributors trade counters. 

Display Units 

Primarily used at point of sale these 

display units could be used with   

either Shadow Boards or Shadow 

Overlays, or just with hanging hooks. 

Thousands were supplied. 

Promotion Packs & Tool Kits 

These products were highly successful, especially in      

Export Markets like Australia. Many thousands were sold 

and they provided distributor salesmen with a handy 

“bundle” they could easily carry into end user calls. 

For the user these kits provided almost everything they 

might need in one handy container. 

Kits were customised to suit different market sectors: 

Automotive 

Industrial 

Marine 

Agriculture 

Red Toolboxes 

In the late 1970’s and early 

‘80’s UK Mechanics faced a 

deluge of imported Red 

Toolboxes,  primarily from 

Snap On. 

This “new fashion” offered 

an opportunity for SP to   

provide mechanics with an 

alternative - at much better  

price but still built to a      

professional quality standard. 

They were hugely popular! 



1964 Laying the Foundation - Kilnhouse Lane, St Annes 

1964 J F Sykes 

Tools of Progress 

Catalogue 

How it looked in 1987  



THE MERGE - January 1969 Catalogue “SP1” is launched 

The full catalogue can be viewed in the Library 





“SP1” featured both Sykes & Pickavant branded pages 



13th/14th August 1968 - Detailed Planning for the merger between J F Sykes & J W Pickavant begins 

The first “top secret” merger meeting between Peter Sykes & Paul Mindelsohn was held in March 1968 



These minutes & notes were the personal copies of Jack Webster - the annotations are in his hand 

A full set of planning notes and meetings can be read in the Library 



7th October 1968 Pre Merge Sales Conference at  the Beech Hill Hotel, Windermere 



7th October 1968 Pre Merge Sales Conference at  the Beech Hill Hotel, Windermere 



2nd December 1968 letter to suppliers from JWP (a similar one was sent by JFS)  

Note: By this point the J W P company had enlisted additional directors. 

V R Simon, U R Smyth, T R Martin , M J Joseph, and a “NEW” Mindelsohn, 
G J Mindelson. 



Why did J W Pickavant need to re-locate? 

By 1968 J W P were in their 4th address - The first was the Quikko Works in Lombard St.  The second was in Frederick St in the Jewellery Quarter, the third was in Bow 
Street and the 4th was Whitmore Street. 

In truth non of these sites offered “modern” facilities! They were all old Victorian industrial buildings, and the last was in a run down  area scheduled for demolition. 

Interestingly the original John Rabone building occupied a huge site on Whitmore Street, the Hockley Abbey Works, which was vacated when they moved to Sheffield 
on their merger with Chesterman to form Rabone Chesterman famous for it’s measuring tapes and rules. 

No doubt, the prospect of a brand new, purpose built, factory, warehouse and office in the pleasant surroundings and fresh air of St Annes on Sea and the Fylde Coast 
must have been irresistible for the merged SP! 

Whitmore St in the 1960’s Whitmore St in the 1960’s 
Bow St in the 1950’s 

John Rabone’s Hockley Abbey Works 

Built 1870 

Whitmore St is not very long with a  Bus Depot occupying much of the 

North Side. The Rabone factory occupies a large site on the South. Other 

buildings on this map from 1955 are shown as houses. Is it possible that 

JWP occupied a section of the Rabone building? 



1971 Brochure celebrating the 50th Anniversary 
Read the full brochure in the Library  



Early 1970’s & Computerization 
Background context 

After the 1968/69 merge Les Green moved to St Annes. Peter Farnell joined the newly merged Sykes-Pickavant in 1970 and the IBM system 

would have been the newly launched 370. This was the computer that established IBM's dominance through the 70's & 80's. 

Extract from Les Green’s journal 

“At work, Peter Farnell, the company accountant, and I warmed to the task of putting the firm's house in order.        
Excessive orders were cancelled right, left and centre. The high priced Works Manager and the Technical Adviser were 
made redundant together with some of the works staff.  

As Peter and I went along it became obvious that our manual office procedures were seriously out of date and that a 
high degree of technology was long overdue. We made our feelings known to the Board and were given the go ahead 
to investigate systems.  

We chose IBM and both split our working time between Sale (IBM HQ) and the Fylde. It took us six months to master 
the computer language and install the sales, stock and invoicing programs ready for testing. We ran a series of           
in-house training sessions for staff and finally had a system which could deal with our invoices.  

Peter and I had written computer programs of our own. His for the firm's statements and payments and mine for the 
complete control of stock and ordering. All of these worked so well that we were invited to take part in a promotional 
film for IBM and I contributed a long article for publication in the Institute of Directors' magazine on how to install a 
computer in a small firm.” 



Sykes-Pickavant Export Success 

In 1977 Peter Hill and Bernard Dearden participated in a British Overseas Trade Board 

event, “Export Dynamics” at the famous Liverpool Adelphi Hotel. 

A case study on the success of Sykes-Pickavant in export markets was featured with 

the BBC journalist Brian Redhead leading the questioning. 

The Duke of Kent and Union Leader Jack Jones also participated. 

Bernard Dearden 
Sales Director 

Peter Hill 
Director & General Manag-



Sykes-Pickavant Export Success 

The Cologne Hardware Fair Australian Trade Mission 



1977 Silver Jubilee  Royal Visit 





1977 “Speedline ” is launched 

Do you remember laying under 

your car on a Sunday trying to 

change the exhaust or fix a 

problem? 
 

With the car jacked up on 

some old bricks and with rust 

and dirt dropping in your eyes. 
 

That was how generations of 

motorists kept their old Mini’s 

& MGB’s on the road. That was 

a feature of car ownership for 

70+ years. “DIY” it was called. 

And we enjoyed it ! (Really !!) 

 

To do those jobs required    

specialist tools and SP was 

quick to respond to the need. 

A high street retailer called 

Halfords also recognised the 

need. Halfords had been 

around since the late Victorian 

period and was well known for 

cycles & accessories.  

Using a selection of the most 

popular service tools, with 

some cost savings to keep the 

prices as low as possible, a 

range was created to fill a 4 

foot display stand in Halfords. 



1977 “Speedline ” is launched 
Speedline found a wider market than just Halfords.  

In the 1970’s there were also many independent high street shops selling car accessories, parts and tools. 
A national network of over 30 Cash and Carries emerged to supply these shops. 

DIY was booming. Car DIY was a popular 

weekend pursuit, whether simply keeping 

your car on the road or tweaking it with  

accessories and improvements. Cars were 

still fairly simple to work on and the       

mysteries of electronic engine management 

and emissions controls had yet to arrive. 

Haynes Manuals were in full swing with plenty of 

popular magazines to support the D.I.Y. enthusiast. 

SP supplied Haynes with many tools for use in       

creating their workshop manuals. 

John Haynes was also a friend of John McMillan  and 

John was a regular guest at Haynes hospitality golf 

tournaments. 
1964 Monte Carlo winner, and automotive legend, 

Paddy Hopkirk, capitalised on his success, creating the 

very popular “Paddy Hopkirk” range of automotive 

products.  

SP often exhibited alongside Paddy’s stand at Earl’s 

Court and Olympia. 

SP Sales Manager and “champion” of the Speedline 

brand John McMillan was a personal friend of Paddy. 



1977 “Speedline ” is launched 
When Speedline was launched in 

1977 a new form of packaging was 

required. The “brown boxes” used 

for trade tools needed to be replaced 

with retail packaging. This was the 

design for the original launch—”skin 

packed” with new equipment           

installed at St Annes. 

In the 1980’s the range was 

facelifted and a new “ tyre 

tread” design was created. 

SP commissioned a top 

Graphic Design Studio, John 

Marsh of Covent Garden, for 

this major exercise. 

8 x four foot display stands 
with corner unit 

More on 

Speedline 

In 

Generation 3 

More on 

Speedline 

In 

Generation 3 



June 1978 Tragedy Strikes 

In June 1978 Peter Sykes and his wife, Florence, 

were  driving home from a holiday trip to      

Norway.  

They’d taken a ferry back to the UK and were 

within a few miles of their Lake District home 

when their car hit a stationary truck on the hard 

shoulder of the M6. 

Cutting apparatus was needed by firemen to   

remove their   bodies. 



The 2nd Generation transitions into the 3rd Generation 

1982 and the launch of         

Catalogue SP10 provides a  

convenient milestone to mark 

the slow transition from the 

2nd to the 3rd Generation. 

 

There was considerable     

overlap between these        

generations but from 1982 

new people were recruited    

into management and director 

positions. 

 

The 1980’s also marked the 

start of substantial evolutions 

to the product range. 

The first major development of 

the product range was the 

huge expansion of the     

Speedline range. From an    

embryonic range of around 

100 service tools in 1977, the 

company introduced, in stages, 

hundreds of professional   

quality hand tools. 
 

Then the company became 

“public” with a PLC listing. 
 

Next came “SP Diagnostics” 

which built on the traditional, 

and very popular, gauge based 

products and expanded into 

the emerging world of        

electronic diagnostics. 



 “To preserve and promote the 100-year legacy of the Sykes-Pickavant brand, products and people.” 
Many people have contributed to the evolution of this unique business over 12 decades, 

From it’s early roots in 1918 with Great War veterans, right through to 2025 where a new generation are continuing to keep the story alive. 
To quote the new owners: 

“ As the current owners of Sykes Pickavant we feel a huge responsibility on our shoulders to protect the legacy of this 
iconic British brand and more importantly preserve all its history going forward as the generations change.” 

 

The Generation 2 chapter concerns the 30 year, post WW2 period from the 1950’s though to the early 1980’s. 

Generation 3 picks up the story from the early 1980’s through to the 2000’s. 

GENERATION 3 - Key Events & Achievements 

1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools Launch 

1991 SP Diagnostics Launch & New Diagnostics R&D + Manufacturing 

Many innovative Service Tools created 

Huge organisational changes - Home/Export Sales, Customer Service, After Sales, Training, Marketing 

“In House” Marketing Studio - Literature, Packaging, Exhibitions, Direct End User Marketing 

PLC Launch & 8 Company Acquisitions  

Corrections and additions 

This story has been a complex jigsaw to piece        

together and verify.  

If you have any corrections or additions we’d be very 

happy to receive them. 



1980’s - 2001 

1986 
SP12 

1998 
SP17 

1989 
SP14 

1992 
SP15 

1996 
SP16 

1998 
Workshop 

No1 for  
End User 

1999 
Workshop 

No2 for 
End User 

1999 
SP17.5 

2000 
Workshop 

No3 for 
End User 

2001 
SP18 



Tool Innovation & Creativity  

1980’s & 1990’s 

Bearing Puller 

Neway Valve 
Tools 

Motorq Torque 

Wrenches 

Brake Bleeders 

Timing  
Tool 
Sets 

DITA 
Diesel Injector 

Tester 

Cylinder Leakage Tester Cooling System Testers 

Brake Pipe 
Flaring Tools 

Coil Spring 
Compressors Vacuum 

& 
Pressure 

Tester 

Circlip 
Tools 

Brake Cylinder 
Wind Back 

Tools 

Fuel Injection 
& 

Compression 
Testers 



Diagnostics Innovation & Creativity  

1980’s & 1990’s 

Petrol & Diesel Exhaust Analysers 

 
5 Generations of  “ACR” Scan Tools 

SMART - “do it all” tool 

Engine 
Analysers 

Sensor Stimulation & Testers 

Multimeters 
&  

Hand Held 
Scopes 



SP Acquisitions 
The 1980’s & 90’s proved to be busy decades for company acquisitions as the Group sought to diversify into new markets and embrace new 
technologies. Vitrex was an interesting step away from Automotive and into the rapidly growing Household DIY sector & “shed” retailers. 

CORE TOOL MANUFACTURING 

1977 Auto Tools 

1987 Den Products 

 

GAUGE MANUFACTURE 

1987 Visual Pressure Instruments 

 

HOUSEHOLD DIY 

1985 Vitrex (Florin) 

1990 Abrasive Tools 

 

AUTO DIAGNOSTICS TECHNOLOGY 

1990 Engine Test Technique 

1991 A M Test Systems 

1991 Motortest Gmbh 

1992 Auto Service Products 



Other key events of the 1980’s & 90’s 
The 1980’s was a busy period ! Acquisitions, PLC Launch, Awards, Skill Olympics……. 

1985 Vitrex (Florin)  

acquired 

1987 Journalists 

Factory tour 

1988 

Garage Equipment News 

“GEN Bird” 

(not very SP!) 

1987 Jack Webster 

GEA President 
1986  

Speedline Suppliers 

Celebration Dinner  

Cologne 

1987  

Skill Olympics 

1989 

1500 Series 

25 years 

1987/88 

PLC Launch 

1989  

Royal Smithfield 

1987 

Den Products 

Acquisition 

1987  

Best Garage Product 

Award 

2nd year running ! 



Other key events of the 1980’s & 90’s 
Top customers and suppliers were frequent guests at Stanway House in the Cotswolds in the 1980’s. 



Other key events of the 1980’s & 90’s 
 



1987 Gleneagles Golfing 
John McMillan enjoyed his golf, especially when a guest of customer Maccess, or Haynes Manuals 



1990 Blackpool Gazette feature 



A Roadshow tour of top venues around the UK, bringing a mobile 

exhibition to both distributors and end users. 

1996 The 75th Anniversary  

Check out the “Spoof” Spokesman in the Library  

and get the inside story….. 



1995 The Facom Take Over 

The UK Operations for Facom were run from a 
huge site in Churchbridge, Cannock. The Britool 
Tool Van operation was also based here. 

Prior to Facom, the site had previously been 
owned by the Sheffield based Neill Tools Group, 
and was once the factory for Elliott Lucas pliers 
and Britool Sockets, Spanners and Torque 
Wrenches. Abbey Drop Forgings were also on 
site - the buildings to the lower right. 

Facom purchased Britool and this site a few 
years prior to buying SP. 

 

The SP Group “offer to sell” was submitted to 
Facom in June 1994. 

Full management control was in operation by 
1995 with Anthony Howat as Chairman/CEO. 



1998/99 

1998 

Issue 1 of The Wheel 

The first “direct marketing” newsletter from SP 

1999 

The Spokesman 

Distributor newsletter from SP 









Export success continues into the 1980’s & beyond 



Export success continues into the 1980’s & beyond 

9. Heather Simpson (soon to marry Harry) in Cologne. 

10. Ralph Wilce. 

11. Harry Hogg. 

12. Roger Kay, now MD, at a Cologne Dinner. 

13. Ralph Wilce. 

14. Heather 

15. Harry 

16. Martin O’Dea, again! (Martin did a lot of travelling!) 

1. Peter Hill at the Cologne Hardware Fair making a presentation to Peter Heitmann of Friweg. 

2. Peter Heitmann MD of Friweg Germany. 

3. Bernard Dearden at the same event. 

4. Harry Hogg 

5. Martin O’Dea at Cologne – also shown in Pics 8 and 16 

6. Susie Claridge 

7. Enouar Benkelfat, Middle East Sales Manager at Cologne. 

8. Martin O’Dea at a Soth African Auto Show. 

International Exhibitions were a regular feature for the Export Sales Team. 



Sykes-Pickavant Export Success 

2000 Automechanika Frankfurt 

1. Ralph Wilce  2. Martin O’Dea  3. Adrie Postma 



Sykes-Pickavant Export Success 

1. A late 1960’s photo – Barbara Findlater on left 

2. Harry Hogg 

3. Heather Simpson, soon to marry Harry. 

4. Gay Brooker – a long term member of the Team, having first 

served as PA to Bernard Dearden. 

5. Ralph Wilce 

6. Susie Claridge 

7. Polish “Intern” ? 

8. Gay Brooker with Harry Hogg behind 

9. Margaret Young 

10. Helen Bagnall 

11. Paula Clarke 

12. Jackie Ainsworth 

13. Karen Gillibrand/Prosper ? 

14. Graham Roberts 



Sykes-Pickavant Export Success 

2002 Automechanika Frankfurt 



The 1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools Project 

The 1939 J F Sykes catalogue featured a wide range of hand tools, including: Sockets & Spanners, Screwdrivers, Hacksaws, 

Hammers, Pliers, Punches, Chisels and Soldering Irons. However in the post War years these products disappeared from 

the range. In 1985, and building on the success of the Speedline range of Service Tools, first launched in 1977, Hand Tools 

were re-introduced and became a huge success. Retail packaging, featured the specially designed “SP Tyre Tread” design. 

John McMillan spearheaded the sales effort for Speedline and in doing so he 

created a multi million £ success. Over 30 national Cash & Carries featured 

the range including Regor, Maccess, Monza and Gordon Spice. Thousands of 

display stands were installed across the UK and this project became the   

highest value product launch in company history ! 



1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools 

Speedline Hand Tools had to meet the same “professional quality” standard as the rest of the company’s products. The 

manufacturing processes and tooling were outside the range of SP’s normal areas of expertise and so a variety of external 

factories were commissioned to produce products for the range, and wherever possible, were designed to include special 

features such as: Surface Drive Sockets, Wobble Drives, Ratchet Repair Kits, Ergonomic & Flex Head Ratchets & Mega 

Torque screwdrivers. These features might be common 40 years later but were highly innovative at the time. 



1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools 

Stage 1 was to repackage the existing 100 Speedline Service Tools onto the new “tyre tread” design skin packed cards. 

Stage 2 was to add a selection from the Vitrex Safety range, plus around 400 brand new Hand Tools. 

Stages 3 & 4 expanded the Hand Tool range to several thousand part numbers.  

Ian Anderson, joined the 
Product Management Team 
to focus  attention on this  
increasingly important,   
multi million £’s range. 





1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools 

Day 1 - July 1985 

Our “Minder” Takashita San had his export office in Kobe, one of the main ports in Japan and the 7th largest city. Kobe is also 

close to Osaka and in this highly developed part of Japan the cities almost merge into each other. It’s a very busy area and July 

is not the best time to visit. It’s rainy season and extremely hot and humid - circa 30C and constant rain. Imagine a rainy day in 

the Lake District but much hotter and much wetter! 

Set up in the office were display units and the first selection of potential products. The agenda for this first visit was extremely 

busy and covered 2 weeks. Whilst still jet lagged it was straight to business on day 1, followed by the night train that evening. 

The 1985 team L to R. 
Takashita San, ano, Jack Webster, Greg Norris,  
Ted Ichimura, Jerry Sanders.  
Ted, an associate of Takashita and Factory Sales 
Manager became a good friend to SP. 



1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools 

July 1985 

Display artwork using the new tyre tread design had been prepared by John Marsh at his Covent Garden Studio. Final proof 

reading was done “on the hoof” at Heathrow whilst waiting for the Japan Airlines flight. 

After visiting Tak’s office, first stop on the 1985 trip was to visit the Japanese printers. Pretty much as could be found in the 

UK. Typical Heidelberg Offset Litho printing. All in hand and OK. 



1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools 

July 1985 

Next the factories. Meeting; Factory Tour; Meeting; Factory Tour; Meeting; Factory Tour………………………………………on and on! 



1985/6 Speedline Hand Tools 

July 1985 

Of course there was time for some “R&R”  

We soon learned that after a long day of business the Japanese like to party! “kampai!”   

“Mama San” 



SP Diagnostics   WHY? 
Since Henry Ford introduced the Model T the engine technology of the car had changed little.  

“Suck squeeze bang blow” summed up how the traditional combustion engine worked. 

Cars might have evolved into ever more sleek and attractive designs but fundamentally the base technology was the same. 

“All change” 
By the 1980’s things were changing, and fast. Electronics and Computers were taking over vehicle systems. 

So that was the environment that Sykes-Pickavant was facing. AND………… 

Much of the SP range was little changed from the 60’s & 70’s.  

Some skills, like traditional Panel Beating, were also facing challenges. Body Shop trades and techniques were moving on. 



1991 “Suitcase” Diagnostics 
Quite frankly, the very idea of getting involved in “new fangled” electronic products like 

“diagnostics”, was a bit scary for the whole company! However, a penny dropped. They were 

already selling diagnostic products and had been for a very long time ! 

Cooling System Testers and Compression Tester and so on. To SP these were just “Service 

Tools”, but by repackaging into smart new blow moulded cases, and, unified into a range of 

“Suitcase Diagnostics”, SP  became a Diagnostics business, and almost overnight. 



1991 “Suitcase” Diagnostics 
The company had a strong reputation for it’s gauge products so it wasn’t a huge stretch to extend the franchise by    

including some well understood electronic products - multimeters, timing lights, battery testers, and engine analysers. 



For the majority of the existing team at Sykes-Pickavant, including Sales, Marketing & Customer Service, as well 

as for the distribution network, these new products still presented a steep learning curve. Training would be 

needed. In addition, more specific experience of these new technologies was required in order to keep ahead of 

the changes, and to look into the future and anticipate how the market would develop. 

SP’s first Marketing Product Manager, Steve Davies, joined the business from Lucas in Birmingham. 

Steve joined just days before the June 1989 Sales Conference and was plunged in at the deep end, and halfway 

through the Phase 1 of the SP Diagnostics project. 

1991 “Suitcase” Diagnostics 



1991 Petrol & Diesel Exhaust Gas Analysers 
To some extent the company strategy to move into diagnostics was also stimulated by the looming introduction of  

Exhaust Gas Testing into the MOT test for Petrol cars in 1991. Diesel was to follow in 1994. 

As a member of the Garage Equipment Association SP participated in the Industry Consultation process that preceded 

the introduction of emission testing to the MOT, and was therefore prepared for what was about to happen to the         

industry. However many new skills were required to participate in this sector. The first acquisition of an electronic       

diagnostic company, ETT (Engine Test Technique) of Lancaster was a direct result in 1990. 



1991 onwards and new, in-house, designs appear 
It wasn’t just a Product Manager the company needed ! 

New R&D, Manufacturing and Service Skills, and, new sales people too. 

The SP team at Melksham in Wiltshire produced 5 

generations of the ACR, Advanced Code Reader, 

as well as many other innovative electronic tools. 

The ACR was a highly successful product selling 

in excess of 20,000 units, making it one of SP’s 

best selling products of all time! 



1991 onwards & company acquisitions 
ETT wasn’t the only diagnostic company acquisition in the 1990’s. 

Both AM Test Systems Ltd & Motortest Gmbh joined the family. 

Products from both companies found their way into the SP range, for example Headlamp Beam Testers and A/C Servicing. 



Catalogue & Literature Design 
The company has always taken great pride in it’s cataloguing and literature, constantly seeking to improve.                 
Jack Webster, who started with JWP in the 1950’s, led the drive to develop an increasingly creative approach, especially 
after taking on the role of Marketing Director.    His tenure overlapped into the 3rd Generation and the process of      
improvement can be seen in these pictures from 20 years of catalogues. 

1982 and the first colour appears in        
catalogue SP10. These studio shots were    
taken by a professional photographer in his 
studio using a large a format Hasselblad 
camera & transparency film. 

1986 and SP12. Again studio shots by a  
Birmingham photographer, with the output 
as large format transparencies. 
These photos were also used in large wall 
posters for distributors. 

1989 and SP14. Studio shots by a Fylde 
photographer, Mike Challinor on a Mamiya 
camera and, as Martin Gallagher had 
joined the Marketing Team by then he     
directed—again  transparencies  

1992 and SP15. The studio shots taken for 
SP14 were used again for the product    
sections . 
Mike took new photos for the cover with 
Martin directing. 



Catalogue & Literature Design 
1995 SP16 With Desk Top Publishing design skills now fully in house the SP Marketing Studio takes full     

creative control of catalogue production. Mike Challinor took the photos with Martin Gallagher directing. 



Catalogue & Literature Design 
 1998 SP17 and a completely new look has emerged with both photography and direction now in 
house. Martin acquired a new large format Mamiya 645 camera, with transparencies as output.                           

(Digital didn’t arrive until 2004) 



SP Exhibitions in the 1980’s & 90’s 
Since the foundation of the company exhibitions had been a regular feature each year, both at home and abroad. For 

many years the public Motor Show in the UK was the premier event, even for parts and accessories companies. In later 

years the “ATS”, Automotive Trade Show became the key show for industry businesses who supplied vehicle           

workshops and parts distribution networks. In the 1980’s another show joined the annual UK show diary, Autopartac.  

1925 Motor Show Olympia 1926 Motor Show Olympia 1925 Motor Show Earl’s Court 1981 Motor Show Earl’s Court 

1984 Motor Show 

NEC Birmingham 

1988 ATS Show 

NEC Birmingham 

1986 Motor Show 

NEC Birmingham 

Late 1980’s Autopartac 

Olympia 



SP Exhibitions in the 1980’s & 90’s 
International Automotive and Hardware Shows were dominated by the Cologne Eisenwaren Messe held every March at 

the showground just across the Rhine from the stunning Cologne Dom Cathedral. SP exhibited as part of the British 

Hand Tools Federation mission. The Frankfurt show is an enormous bi-annual show in September and SP would exhibit 

with the UK SMMT group. Both shows attract visitors from all parts of the globe, from Europe, Asia, Africa and the   

Americas and both shows are “must do” if you’re in this business.  

These weren’t the only overseas shows - Scandinavia, South Africa, Australia, NZ, USA & elsewhere also regulars. 

1989 Hardware Fair  Cologne 1995 Hardware Fair  Cologne 2000 Hardware Fair  Cologne 2000 South Africa 

1998 Dublin 1987 New Zealand 1990 SEMA Las Vegas 1987 Denmark 



SP Exhibitions in the 2000’s 

 



The Sykes-Pickavant “MBO” from Facom Tools 
The giant American Hand Tool company, Stanley Tools, purchased the Facom Group in 2005. Stanley reviewed their strategic direction for 
their new  European operations and concluded that the Automotive Service Tools & Diagnostics products in the Sykes-Pickavant range did 
not fit into their future. The following year Stanley quickly moved to divest themselves of this part of their business. 

This decision would provide the opportunity for SP to become a private company once more, and escape the “Corporate” world. 

In establishing a new “MO” for what had become a fairly       
complex business, with a very diverse product range and with a 
customer base spanning the Globe it became apparent that a 
new structure was required. 

SP have always had strong markets in the Southern Hemisphere 
with Australia perhaps being the foremost. The Principal of SP’s 
Australian Distributor was keen to secure the brand and shoulder 
responsibility for their markets, particularly  across Oceana, Asia, 
& Africa. 

The new UK operation could also effectively cover Europe. 

For both the UK, and for Export, attention was required to          
re-build parts of the product range that had been neglected    
during the Facom period. 

 

Meanwhile the Electronics Team at Melksham  were motivated 
to ensure that “their” products survived and prospered. 

 

And so, 3 businesses emerged: 

Sykes-Pickavant Ltd - UK & Europe 

Sykes-Pickavant Export Ltd - Oceana, Asia, Africa + + 

SPDiagnostics brand - Nyquist Solutions Ltd (Melksham Team) 



2006 Sykes-Pickavant & Sykes-Pickavant Export 
This statement sums up the “new” business: 
“Sykes-Pickavant Ltd. and Sykes-Pickavant Export operate as sister companies to bring specialist automoƟve soluƟons to the whole of the 
globe. MeeƟng the changing requirements posed by vehicle and equipment design, Sykes-Pickavant products are constantly changing to 
stay on top of and oŌen ahead of the game. The company offers a huge range of products, many which have evolved from original soluƟons 
which have stood the test of Ɵme and others which have been especially created to tackle more modern issues.” 

As it is beyond the scope of the SPArchive   
project to venture into detail about these  

businesses readers are encouraged to check 
out their respecƟve websites and                     

social media. 
 

The SPArchive project was conceived by ex   
colleagues from the earlier business, but, with 

the full, and enthusiasƟc cooperaƟon and    
input from the new  owners.  

 
Together we celebrate the 100th Anniversary, 
and look forward to the story conƟnuing for 

many years to come. 

www.sykespickavantexport.com www.sykes-pickavant.com 



The SP DiagnosƟcs “MBO”  
With the Facom/Stanley divestment of Sykes-Pickavant the new MBO team concluded that the highly complex world of electronic        
automoƟve diagnosƟcs was not really their "cup of tea". This review of their core service tools business provided Winston Lee, MarƟn 
Hillier, and others in the Melksham team an opportunity to "extract" the SPDiagnosƟcs brand, it's products and IP, in stages from the 
now privately owned, Sykes-Pickavant Ltd.  
Whilst retaining the SPDiagnosƟcs brand their new company, Nyquist SoluƟons, went on to regenerate the business, create new       
products as well as support legacy designs.   See www.spdiagnosƟcs.com 
In 2016 the now successful SPDiagnosƟcs brand was purchased by Bartec Group, the world leaders in Tyre Pressure Monitoring systems. 

Oceana, Asia, & Africa. 





January 28th 2026 
The donaƟon put together by the SPArchive Team is  
collected by the Assistant Curator at the BriƟsh Motor 
Museum, Gaydon, Warwickshire. 
The donaƟon comprised 86 company catalogues and              
documents, plus 34 Tool & DiagnosƟc products, as well 
as an assortment of company memorabilia. 
The documents will enter the Gaydon Archives and be 
available to automoƟve industry researchers far into 
the future.  A Sykes-Pickavant Timeline Book will also 
be placed in the public Reading Room in the museum. 
The products and arƟfacts will be used for display in  
various locaƟons around the museum. 
More donaƟons will follow. 
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The Sykes-Pickavant 100 Archive Project Mission Statement: 
 

“To preserve and promote the 100-year legacy of the Sykes-Pickavant  
brand, products and people.” 

 

www.SParchive.org  A “not for profit” heritage project 





The SPArchive has been created by a team of former employees during 2025, to record and 

celebrate the 100th anniversary of this rare “survivor” business from the very early days of 

the motor car. The project continues . 

This book covering the period from 1918 onwards was published in January 2026. 

See www.sparchive.org 
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