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INTRODUCTION

Kurukshetra occupies a pride of place in the history of India. Tt is
a holy land where millions of people have been coming from time
immemorial spurred by a religious motive and a burning faith in
the sacredness of its soil.! Tt is the cradle of Indian civilization,
tradition and culture.

It is an irony of fate that holy Kurukshetra had no Thucydi-
des or Tacitus who could have left for posterity some historical
account concerning its life and conditions. In later times, how-
ever, elforts were made to supply some information for the recon-
struction of its history. The first notable attempt in this direction
was made by a scholar named Banamali Mishra in the sixteenth
century. Taking his materials from the AManusmriti, Mahabharata
and Puranas, he wrote a treatise entitled Kurukshetra Mahatmya.
Unfortunately, Banamali ignored the geo-historical contents of his
materials and presented only a religio-cultural picture of Kuru-
kshetra. His book, therefore, isa sort of directory of the holy
places in this region® A little later, another scholar, Rama-
chandra Sarasvati, wrote a more detailed book on Kurukshetra
bearing the same name, Ramachandra was considerably attracted

1. CI. the following statement of Dr R.C. Majumdar : “Kurukshetra was
regarded as the holiest tirtha or place of pilgrimage among the hundreds of
them dotted all over India from the Himalayas to the Cape Comorin™.
‘The Antiguity and Importance of Kurukshetra®, Journal of Haryana
Studies, Yol. 1V, Nos. 1 &2, p. 1.

2. Unfortunalely, Banamali has not tried to identily any tirtha mentioned in
his work.
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by the holy firtha and he had set oult ‘°b"i5;‘ : “:;? “,',e,ﬁ:,"eft
s intent, but he says that in the book, he actually wrote
deytict! “:h q,: (irthas which gave him their darshanas and told
only :;ﬁiil:[rom(:ioﬂs- ﬂc'; in his dreams. It seems, that he could
ﬁﬂfﬂsh all the tirthas properly and that is why several tirthas
have not been identified by him correctly.! '

There does not scem to have been any literary work on Kuru-
kshetra for quite sometime afler'Ramachandr:E Sarasvati’s book.
In 1855, however, onc Kale R.:u, Extra-Assistant Settlement
Officer, Thanesar, broke this silence. He wrote a small book,
Kurukshetra Darpana containing 94 pages in Urflu. In this
book, aspecls of Kurukshetra history other than religious and cul-
tural, were described for the first time. But these were general
and hazy descriptions.? In 1890, some improvement was made
on ‘Kale Rai's attempt by Inayat Ali Thanesari. He wrote a
book in Urdu entitled Tarikh-i-1brat Amal Thanesar ka Kamal-
o-Jawal? Since the author was not trained in historical metho-
dology, his approach is like that of a fiction writer. Hence, the
book is interesting, but not always factually correct.

For some decades thereafter no any concrete work was done on
Kurukshetra. In 1923, Pt. Gajanan entered the field and wrote a
book, Prithudaka Maharmya. The author collected shiokas per-
taining to the importance of Pehowa from the Puranas, etc., and
retained them with their Hindi equivalents. 1t is an ordinary work
by all standards. In 1927, another Pandita, Chuni Lal produced
a brief treatise entitled Kurukshetra Mahatmya? The author does
not seem to have taken any help from the earlier works, He merely
put forth the relevant materials culled from the Mahabharata and
the Vamana Purana in simple Hindi. His book is therefore of little
use to serious scholars.

Meanwhile, Girdhar Dass, the son of an inhabitant of a village
in Kurukshetra produced a book on almost similar lines, wherein

1. Acopy of the Ms. consisting of 403 pages is preserved at the Manava
Dharma Mission, Library at Kurukshetra,

2, The book was published by Kohinoor Press, Lahore,

Inayat Ali Thanesari, Tarikh-i-lbrat Amal Thanesar ka Kamal-o-Jawal,

Lahore, Mutba-i-Am Press, 1890.

Pt. (él;uni Lal, Kurukshetra Mahatmya, Vedic Yantralya, Ajmer, 1927,
Pp. 65,
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he has written, in addition to the other tirthas, on the religious
sanctity of Kurukshetra. According to this author there were 275
tirthas in the 37 villages of Kurukshetra!

In 1928, the North-Western Railways had a 20-page book
published on the occasion of the solar eclipse. Its title is Kuru-
kshetra aur Suryagrahana. Based on Puranic data, the book
gives the religious importance of Kurukshetra on the solar eclipse.?
Two years later, Dayali Ram wrote Kurukshetra Darpana athva
Kurukshetra ke mashur tirtha ka Guide. Tt is a small book in
Urdu which gives very brief description of the important places of
pilgrimage.?

Meantime, Parma Nand of Jind wrote Kurukshetra Nirnaya,
Chandramani of Taraori wrote Kurukshetra Tirtha Yatra, Ravi
Shankar of Taraori wrote Kurukshetra Mahatmya and Ram
Sarup of Jind wrote Kurukshetra Rahasya. In all these books
they highlight the religious significance of Kurukshetra.! In
1936, Suryabhanu of Bandrana wrote a 16-page booklet, Shank-
shipta Kurukshetra® on similar lines.

For about two decades, thereafter nobody appears to have done
any work on Kurukshetra. The nineteen fifties, however, pro-
duced several attempts. In 1954, M.P. Sud wrote a 66-page book,
Kurukshetra ka atita aur vartmana® in Hindi. After establishing
the ancient glory of the tirtharaja on the basis of the Puranas and
Mahabharata, the author gives its medieval and present situation
very briefly. The style of presentation is dull and all the facts are
not correct.

At this very time, an anonymous author wrote Kurukshetra
Mahatmya aur Mahima, whichisa 16-page book of no historical
merit.? The same is the case with Yajya Datta’s 26-page book,

1. 1tisa bulky book of about 257 pages. Kurukshetra has been discussed
in 50 pages in Chapter XII (pp. 12-62).

2. At the end, important Railway Time Tables are given.
Dayali Ram, Kurukshetra Darpana athva Kurukshetra ke mashur tirtha ka
Guide, Model Press, Ambala, 1930, pp. 124, and a map.

4. These books were published from Delhi between 1929 and 1931.

Suryabhanu, Sankshipta Kurukshetra, Brahma Press, Etawa, 1936,

6. NLP. Sud, Kurukshetra ka atita aur vartmana, Indian Printing Press,
Panipat, 1954,

7. Kurukshetra Mahatmya aur Mahima, Bharat Book Agency, Mai Sarak,
Delhi.

ik
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Lal's 20-page book,

ruruk - tha darshana,) Babu Dhure L
ghiLae Sh(:;‘.";!::i’:ii:-a:f the 16-page book, Kurukshetra M !a!:a_-
Kumh"’rci:: :\uhar Book Depot, Kurukshetra anda 20-p;fgc bl.:.mdk.
;:n "Ia}.:.'mra l'.fa.-‘mrmya of the Vaidyanath Ayurveda Bhavan Ltd.,
[TiglLe i

‘m:mlh%ﬂ Mm. Chhaju Ram Shashtri of Delhi wrote a learned

S ; Kurukshetra entitled Kurukshetra ,’l!n.-'mrm,m.. ]%ur.
co_mm:ntary or:hm has deigned to touch only the religious signifi-
s Icar?c?:?ltukshctra. His basis is the Naradapurana® In 1_}1.3
il there were several other attempts by the Punjab
m::lnllm: t tchi hlight ths importance of Kurukshetra, but these
i ioniﬁgmnt to merit discussion here.! So were the
o 10? “::ng Hirdyanarayan Saras, (Sankshipta Kurukshetra
::l;::;En:J-a]’. and Digambar Prabhatpuri, (Kurukshetra Parichaya).®

To conclude, all the books, pamphlcis.which we have mcntic?n.
« for the most part, been written with a view to emphasize
- Iu\_e io-cultural significance of Kurukshetra. The other aspects
1hl'e [fflelgll:t;c region have either remained untouched or have been
Eescribcd in a perfunctory fashion. |
Unlike these attempts, however, so_n!e scl_mlar.s in modern
times have made some efforts toward providing historical accc_rums
of Kurukshetra. But these accounts are not full-fledged boalts.hut:
small articles, etc., in books and jaurnals: Amor}g Ellcse writers
of short piecces on Kurukshetra, the pioneer is S.1r llale.x:mdcr
Cunningham who published learned account of the significance of
Kurukshetra in  Archaeological Survey, Report, Vol. XIV, pp. 86-

1. Yajva Davta, Shri Kurukshetra Tirtha Darshan, New Light Printing, Rail-
way Road, Karnal, ! ] )

2. Babu Dhure Lal, Kurukshetra Mahatmya, Shri Krishna Press, Hathras
(U.P)

31, Mm. Chhaju Ram Shashtri, Kurukshetra Mahatmya, Dharma TPress,
Kamlanagar, Delhi. .

4. 1 havealso not mentioned my twa attempts here @ haruk:ﬁr.'.ra: EA
Eitihasik, Sanskritik, Parichaya and Kurukshetra Darshana, both in Hindi.

5. Pt. Hirdyanaravan, Senkshipta Kurukshetra Mahatmya, Manav Dharma
Mission, Kuruksheira, 1973, p. 12.

6. Digambar Prabhatpuri, Kurukshetra Parichaya, Hemaot Press, Kurukshetra,
1975, p. 72.
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106. The next scholarly account is furnished by Mahamahopa.
dhyaya P.V. Kane, the author of the celebrated work, History of
the Dharmashastras (Vol. 111, pp. 1372-76). Dr B.C, Law's Kuru-
kshetra in Ancient India published in the Balvelkar Felicitation
Volume (pp. 249-61) is also a learned account of the geo-cultural
aspect of the city’s history. Dr R.C. Agarwal's ‘Kurukshetra in
the Vedic Literature’ published in the Journal of Indian History
(Vol. XXXTII, pp. §5-90) and ‘Kurukshetra in the later Sanskrit
literature’ reproduced in Haryana Studies in History and Culture
edited by Dr K.C. Yadav (pp. 6-41), portray the holy city in ancient
times. Dr Buddha Prakash has also presented some account of the
cultural significance of Kurukshetra in his ‘Glimpses of Harvana' in
the Haryana Research Journal, Vol, |, pp. 1-16 ; and so has Devindra
Handa in his ‘Ancient Towns of Haryana® in the Journal of
Haryana Studies Vol 111, No. 1, pp. 8-10. Dr U.V. Singh has
written an article, ‘Archacology of Kurukshetra® in the Souvenir
1975, All-India Oriental Conference, Kurukshetra and Dr Silak
Ram Phogat has made a highly significant attempt in his Paper
‘Tirthas of Kurukshetra’, Journal of Haryana Studies, Vol. VIII,
1976, pp. 14-32, to identify the tirthas of this region.

All these writings present glimpses of ancient Kurukshetra,
About the medieval life of the place, only one paper, ‘Kurukshetra
in Medieval Times’, by Indrajeet Sharma, Journal of Haryana
Studies, Vol. VI, pp, 30-36 is available. Besides this, some infor-
mation about the town in the medieval age is also provided by

Dr K.C. Yadav in his book, History of Haryana (Hindi), Chapters
V& VI

There is no account of the region in modern times, except in
the District Gazetteer of Karnal (1910) and the Scttlement Report of
Karnal, which have some interesting details; but these accounts are
too sketchy to be of very much use.

The present work aims at presenting a full history of the
sacred region right from the most ancient times to the present day.
It is based, for the most part, on contemporary records. The aid
of later works, papers in various learned journals and periodicals,
has also been taken.
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ANTIQUITY AND GEOPOLITICAL IMPORTANCE
"___‘———————______..“--.________

Kurukshetra is as old as Indian civilization, According to
Dr R.C. Majumdar, it was a religio-cultural centre even before
the immigration of the Aryans into India. Ttisa well-known
fact, says the great historian, ‘that the Naga cult, i e., the worship
of serpents was very much prevalent in India before the advent of
the Aryans, and the most famous of the Naga deities or kings
mentioned in early literature, namely Takshaka, lived in the Kuru-
kshetra region.” We find a reference to him in the Atharraveda and
Sankhyana Grihyasutra, but there he is styled as Talkshaka Vaisa-
leya. Takshaka played a prominent role in various episodes in the
Mahabharata in connection with the Kuru kings, especially Pari-
kshit and his son Janmejaya. Janmejaya performed a yajna for
extinguishing the Nagas, but Takshaka escaped the fate of the others
with great difficulty. The Mahabharata also relates an interesting
episode in which Takshaka played a vital role : this related to the
burning of the Khandava forest, near Kurukshetra, where he
lived.*

The importance of Kurukshetra as a great religio-cultural
centre developed still further after the Aryans settled in this region.
It is surprising, however, that the Rigveda does not make any

1. R.C. Majumdar, 'The Antiquity and Importance of Kurukshetra®, Journal
of Haryana Studies, Vol, 1V, 1972, p. 15,

2. Ibid.,p.6. The worship of Takshaka was quite widespread and we have
definite evidence of its prevalence in Haryana. That the Naga cult was
very popular in India even in later periods is testified to by an inscribed
image of Takshakanaga in the Lucknow Museum,
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The later authorities, and modern scholars also agree with Sayana
c

5 - 3 .
ps lh[I; ﬂ;‘: Lzl.'harmwrdn’ and the Brahmanas,® we begin to find

tion of the great Kurus who gave their name to Kurukshetra
;;nmde it the home of the Vedic culture. Take for instance, the

following verse of the Satapatha Bralmana :*

2ar g4 g fadg: | 30 TEAT JATATHE AERIAIE: TR
gaiat gEawAfafa

aearay 33 F wEawen frassfa axd widassd 33W aafafa
afg ¥=at 2aa9mq |

The Manu Smriti and the Mahabharata are full of praise for Kuru-
kshetra and its people. The former,” for instance, advises the
king to place in the van of the battle men born in Kurukshetra,

1. Some scholars have, however, tried to find an indirect reference to the
Kurus in the Rigveda. They give the name such as Kurusarvarna, Pakastha-
uran Kaurayana, eic,, to substantiate their point. See, for instance, Dr
H.A. Phadke, ‘Kurukshetra : 1ts Imporiance, Origin and Antiquity’ in
Journal of Haryana Studies, Vol, VI, p. 1. Sound philology is not sound
philology; there is no evidence to show that the two persons mentioned
above belonged to the Kurw tribe.

2. Rigveda, Mandala V1IL,7, 29, 11; Mandala 1X, 65, 22, Mandala X, 35, 2.

3, Ihid,;, Sayana's Commentary. - Also see Cunningham, AS[. 1878-79.

4, Buddha Prakash, Haryana Shodha Patrika, Vol. 1, 1966, p.4.

5. Panchavimsha Brahamna, XXV, 10; Shatapatha Brahmana, 1V, 1.5, 13;

Aitareya Brah , VL, 30; Jaiminiya Brah , L, 126,
6. Sar, X1V, 9.9.1-2,
7. Manu, V11, 193,

oal
A%
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Matsya, Panchala and Surasena (the very region from which the
British recruited their sepoys in modern times). A little later, we
find in contemporary literature, Kurukshetra was the scene of a
prolonged fight, even before the great war between the Kurus and
the Pandavas which has eclipsed its memory. It was fought bet-
ween two kings, both named Chitrangada. One of them was the
Kuru king described in the AMalabharata as a powerful emperor
and victor over gods and animals, and the other was a Gamdharva
ruler. It is said that the battle continued for three years and
ended in the defeat and death for the Kuru king. It may not be
altogether without significance that, like the later site of Panipat,
not very distant, Kurukshetra also seems to have been destined
to be a historic fighting ground.!  The Mahabharata is full of the
great Bharata War between the Kurus and the Pandavas, which
was fought on the holy land (Dharmakshetra) of Kurukshetra, It
is one of those great events which arouses great interest and no
little emotion in most Hindus.®

Subsequently, Kurukshetra has been styled as the most sacred
region of India.® It was one of the 16 Mahajanapadas of Jambu-
dvipa or the continent of India,' Panini mentions it in the
Ashthadhyayi® The Buddhist work Yoginirantra makes several
references to Kurukshetra.® According to other Buddhist works,
the city of the Kauravas’ was visited by the Buddha and it
appears to have been favoured by his masterly discourses. The
Buddha consumed his alms, it seems, on the bank of the Anotatta
lake.®

The preceding discussion indicates that Kurukshetra, though a
seat of some note before the advent of the Aryans, acquired great
fame subscquently. By the time of the Brahmanas, its fame as a
great religio-cultural centre had spread far and wide.

=

Journal of Haryanu Studies, Yol 1V, 1972, p. 2.
Ibid.

See, for instance, Matsya, 106, 57; Kurma, 1, 37,
Anguitara, 1, p. 213; IV, pp. 252-€0.

Ast. 4, 1,127, 176, 4.2.130.

Yog., 2.1, 2.7-8.

Kurukshetra.

Dipavansha, 1, vs. 43-44.
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DifFFERENT NAMES

Kurukshetra is known by various names in ancient litcfat_urc. In
the Mahabharata, ie, Adi and Aryanaka Parvas, 1U1s called
Samantapanchaka. According to the M. ai:ablaar;}ra Parshu 'Raml, at
the confluence of the Treta and Dwapara, killed the }\.5;”,-,_,.(55
twenty-one times and filled five ponds in Kurukshetra \\'lth. ll}t:lr
blood. Parshu Ram’s forefathers were pleased beyond dcscnp{mn
with this deed of their offspringand turned the five ponds into
beautiful lakes. The region where these lakes were situated was

called Samantapanchaka hereafter.!

Bhasa, the well-known Sanskrit scholar also mentions Samanta-
panchaka in his Urubhangam. Dr V.S. Agrawala® is of the
opinion that the place was so called for its circumference was about
five Yojnas® This name was, however, not very popular and was
replaced by Kurukshetra,*

L mggwl gl s omerwal aw
gagq  aifed &F  FmAmdsfaa: o
¥ ®  wAgEmE  @daaEaaf
grraTsaF 9= IR AT gar n
g ag sfuuenm gig  Twnlean
fagd eadmma wfaidifa 7@ sgag
sodigRdisaa fqad wwAaaT )
TR TR HFATT HNA: T gF " 1
wAq fepmaar g fasdo g3 g
7t gilex 9z & afwsefy am: wgrd

Mahabharata, Adi, 2, 3.7, The boon was made and granted as referred to

in the text,
2. Hindustan (Hindi), New Delhi, 18 April, 1954, p. 19,
3. Ibid.

4, Sec V.S. Sukthankar, Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute,
?oon_a, ?(Vlll. 1937, pp. 5-6. Dr V.S. Sukthankar seems to be justified in
identifying Ramahrad with Samanta panchaka (Ibid., p. 20)

ANTIQUITY AND GEOPOLITICAL IMPORTANCE 11

Sthanu Tirtha' or Sthanaveshwara is another name which is
connected with Kurukshetra in ancient literature. The Puranas
are full of the sanctity of the Sthamu Tirtha. According to the
Matsya Purana, the headquarters of the goddess Bhavani was at
Sthanesvara.®  Another source, the Vrhatsvayambhu Purana, also
mentions the name of the place as Sthaneshvara :*

AL A 2% 7 quaeEa faded
feaazg mameafa 619 samwfag o

Another popular name of this region was Shrikantha. The
Aryamanjusrimulakalpa informs that the place was closely associa-
ted with the Japapada named Shrikantha :*

acagzaar  Afzmr Ascemfaaasn
oifsmamn g saadraEfaT: o

We have it from Bana that the dynasty of the Puslivablutis
ruled over Shrikantha Janapada whose headquarters was at Thane-
sar. Bana has presented a great description of the city and the
Janapada.®

Besides these, it was also known under various other names,
such as Dharmakshetra, as mentioned in the Blagavadgita (Ch. 1,
v. 1) and the Mahabharata (Vanaparva, 86.6). At times it is styled
Brahmakshetra, as we find in the Jabalopanisad quoted by Nila-
kantha, the commentator of the Mahabharata.®

EXTENT OF KURUKSHETRA

There is a lot of controversy among scholars over the question
of the fixation of the actual borders of Kurukshetra. But if we
take stock of the contemporary literature, the riddle would be
casily solved. The four guardian Yakshas of Kurukshetra are as
follows :

Sthanu-Shiva.

Matsya, X11. 31.

Veh, X. 3.

Arya, p. 626.

See his Harshacharita,

For details about all these names see B.C. Law, ‘Kurukshetra’, Dr
Balvelkar Felicitation Volume, p. 8.

SEwP e
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Ratna Yaksha for N.E, cornef;
Arantuka Yaksha for N.W. corner;
“aksha for S.W. corner; and
<ha for S.E. corner.

ur Yakshas correctly. To quote

o

Kapila )
4. Mahakruka Yak

Cunningham has identified the fo

his own words :

corner is placed at Ramray, 5 miles to the S.W. of
¢ are said to have been both a Ramahrada and
The S.E. corner is at Sirkh. very ncarly between
Jind and Panipat, on the bank of a stream w hich is s;fid to be
the old bed of the Raksi or the Drishdvati. There is s'nll a
Yaksha-Kunda at Sinkh. The N.E. corner isal Ratna-Yaksha
or Ratna-Jakha close 10 Pipli on the Sarasvati. Lasliy,. the
N.W. corner is at Bar or Baher to the W.N.W. of Kaithal
where also there is a Yaksha-Kunda. Thus the estimate of the
size of the region of Kurukshetra agrees with the other name
given in the Mahabharata ot Samarnatapanchaka on every side,
5 and 20 Yojanas all round the four sides.!

The S.W.
Jind where ther
Kapila tirtha.

The epics and the Puranas mention a belt of seven forests and
nine rivers in the Kurukshetra region. Of all these ancient referen-
ces, the one contained in Vamana Purana is the best, It reads
thus :*

Ww &G aAAlg  TEEAE REA
3ai arnfs qunfr ad o9 gafT 20
w7 ad o gmshkiy ad WA
aAE T a4 90 FAR FAAd TN
gur g4 a4 A aar WER AT |
quahld ad AW §9 FFRT AFAL
gary ofa § g 4 wa ¥ fFn
auEd adr qear gar AR AL N
wignr = wgr qer gar aeifEA A4
Re3ar wig A9 Ffaar g AfEEr o

1. Arh. Survey, pp. §9.90.
2. Vam., 34, vs. 1.9,
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ImzAl wEITT Aw fremadr a9,
FOTEA II0 AT FA[FEAT AT
NATEIE T SAIEA SEEa
THEaAnIRaEi fagy oA wFmEAn
Ardzg 3 gaam qear wan afrzn

These seven vanas (forests) which are easily identifiable are as
follows : Kamyakavana, Aditivana, Vyasavana, Phalakivana,
Suryavana, Madhuvana and Sitavana, whose names correspond
to the sites of modern Kamoda, Amin, Vyasasthali (Bastali),
Pharal, Sajuman, Mohana, and Sivana. Besides these places,
Prithuvana stands for the territory of present Pehova and Shala-
vana is represented by modern Salon.

The belt of the nine rivers comprises Sarasvati, Vaitarani,
Apaga, Mandakini, Madhusarava, Anshumati, Kausiki, Drishadvati
and Hiranyavat.! Cunningham, in his *Report of atour in the
Panjab in 1878-79", has given a very learned description® about these
rivers and therefore I quote the great authority for my purposc
here at some length : “The Saraswati is well known and still
retains its old namz in its spoken form of Sirsuti. The other river
Drishadvati is by the universal consent of all enquirers, both Brah-
manas and Europeans, identified with the Rakshi. In the Maha-
bharata also another river, the Kausiki, is mentioned as an atiluent
of the Drishadvati, and their confluence is noted as one of the
holy places. Now the Kausiki Sungam ot Kausiki Junction still
exists near the village of Balu on the Rakshi River, 17 miles to the
south of Thanesar. I think therefore that there can be no reaso-
nable doubt that the modern Rakshi is the representative of the
Drishadvati.

“But great changes must have taken place in the beds of these
rivers even in comparatively recent times, Bothare now broad
sandy channels; but Drishadvati means the *‘rocky™ or ‘“‘stony”
and the Sarsuti is described by Utbi inthe time of Mahmud
Ghazni's invasion as having a bottom full of large stones, with

1. [Ibid, See above verse.
2. Arch Report, pp. 88-9.
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precipitous banks and impetuous sm:::_m.1 Both the (:illllﬂghat‘;a“l‘:
the Sarsuti, which have their sources in the Duns or va CYS g
north of the Siwalik range, are liable to sl.fdden ﬂqod's “’hlc 'ru
down, just as Utbi describes with ‘fel:ltfu! impetuosity lhdLS;\CTEdS
everything before it. During the reign of Islam Shah the defea
Niazis who had crossed the Ghaghar near Ar_nbala before the battle
were drowned in great numbers in attempting to ford the stream,
which had suddenly become a swollen torrent. In January 1840,
when marching between Sunam and Hansi, I saw the Ghaghar not
less than 17 fest deep and running with a strong currer_n. I know
also that the stratum of sand in the Ambala district is not dce[_),
and that it overlies a deposit of boulder stones. In early times it
seems probable that the bzds of all these streams may have been
deeper perhaps, even as deep as the stratum of boulders and .tl.ml
they have since become silted up with the enormous quantitics
of coarse sand which they bring down from the hills at every
flood.

“The Apaga or Aughvati is a branch of the Chitang which
separates from the main stream a few miles to the west of Ladwa,
and flows past Pulwal to Pabnawa, where it is lost in the sands.
Its whole length is about 25 miles. The Kausiki is a branch of the
Rakshi. The others I have not been able to identify. But there
are several important streams at the present day, such as the Mar-
kanda, the Nakti, and Chitang or Chatang, of which the ancient
names are quite unknown. The Sarsuti and its branches have also
been so interlaced and inosculated with one another by Firoz Shah
to fill his canals, that the people have completely confused their
names, so that there are now no less than three different Sarsutis.”

Not only to Cunningham, but even to the present-day scholars
the identification of all the rivers/streams seems to be an impossible
task. It is believed now-a-days that the rivers/streams were wrongly

counted. These must have been seven. Cunningham too, thought
in this vein. To quote him :

There is, I believe, some mistake about the number of nine
rivers, as the Hindus invariably assign seven branches to all their
rivers. Such are the Sapta Sindhu, the Sapta Gandaki, and the
Sapta Kausiki, and to which I may add, as bearing upon the

V. Elliot’s Muhammadan Historians (by Dowson), Vol. 11, p. 40,
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question, that there is a place of pilgrimage in
called Sapta Saraswati. Amongst the nine na
that No. 4, the Madhusrava,
as it is the name of one of th

Kurukshetra still

mes [ suspect also
or “honey dropper” is a mistake,
e holiest pools in the bed of the
Saraswati at Prithudaka. It seems probable also that the
Vaitarani may be only another term for the Dri

ani shadvau or
Rakshi as it w

ksh as the name of the mother of the Rakshasas. By
omitting these two names, the branches of the Sarasw

ati are re-
duced to the orthodox number of seven.!

GEOPOLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The religio-cu Itural importance of Kurukshetra is also enhanced
by its geopolitical importance. This holy region constitutes the
gateway to the citadel of the Gangetic valley, formed by the
Himalayas in the north and the Aravallis in the south, with the
great desert of Rajasthan, prolonged seaward by the salty and
tital marsh of the Rann of Cutch, in the west. The land bet-
ween the north-ecastern extremity of the desert and the foot of
the Himalayas below Simla provides a passage from the north-
west which leads to the entrance of the Gangetic plains at Delhi
on the Yamuna. Nuturally, therefore, “this cateway is the key
to the security of the north Indian plain and on its defence has
depended the independence of the country from ages immemorial,
It is significant that this is region littered with ancient battlefields
like Kurukshetra, Taraori, Panipat, Kunjpura and Karnal where
the fate of India continued to be decided for centuries without
number. That is why itis Karmakshetra and Dharmakshera,
the land adored with libations of blood and the region requiring
an immense sacrifice on the part of the people.  Every inch of
this territory is a holy place and a pilgrimage, where people have
been coming from all parts of the country with a religious motive
and a burning faith in the sacredness of its soil. This religious
sanctity enshrines the military importance of this region, and
its spiritual association encases the material advantage that
ensues from its proper protection. A region, on the security of
which the destiny of millions of men depends cannot but be the

Arch. Report, Vol. X1V, p. 89,
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y and cultural significance, ;

t demonstrates that Kuruk-

Indian history owing to its

land of highest religious plilrit

To conclude, the foregoing accoun
shetra has occupied a pride f:nf p!acc in

religio-cultural and geopolitical importance.

1. Buddha Prakash, *The Glimpses of Ancient Haryana' in Haryana Research
Journal, Vol. 1, No, 1, p. 2.

ON THE ROAD TO EMINENCE

Archacology is of immense importance to us in constructing
the early history of Kurukshetra. This great seat of Indian culture
drew the attention of the archacologists in the first half of the pre-
sent century. To begin with, the ancient mound near Thanesar
(locally called Raja Karna ka Qila) was excavated by D.B. Spooner
in 1921-22.  Spooner's discoveries at the site included a stone ball
with ancient symbols, Indo-Bactrian silver coins, a terracolta sealing
depicting bull on one side and above the animal five letters, pro-
bably in the Kharoshthi script, large size bricks of the Kushana
times and a votive tank depicting musicians.! Subsequently at
the same site, D.R. Sahni found a large round copper coin bearing
the legend Rajuo yajnajitasa in the characters of the second
and third centuries A.D. At the same time (1921-22), Spooner
explored a mound at Amin, about five miles south-cast of
Thanesar and discovered two beautifully carved red-stone pillars
bearing the names of donors in Kushana characters.® In the thir-
ties, another site, Theh Polar, situated on the south bank of the
river Sarasvati, was excavated. The tradition connected the site
with Muni Paulastya. Theh yielded ‘a hoard of copper coins
which included the coins of the Kushana king Vasudeva and the
Yaudheyas the famous republican tribe.”® Later on, Professor B.B.

1. D.B. Spooner, Archacological Survey Report, 1922-23, pp. 89.90.
2.

Al lndia Oriental Conference, Sess. XXVI (17 74), Souvenir, Kurukshietra,
Pp. 26-32,
3. Ibid.
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| surveyed the sites lradit't(?naily connected with the Mahabhf&rala
La discovered a typical painted grey-coloured pottery (Painted
gjiv I“.'urel from Amin, Pehowa (Prithudaka), Thanesar, It‘lf-‘_‘ On
the basis of the circumstantial evidence obtame.:d from Hastinapur
and other sites, Professor Lal associated this p_mte.ry with Ehe
Mahabharata period.  After this. a number of sites in the region
have been explored which have further pushed back the antiquity
of the region to ¢. 2000 B.C.!

The Department of Ancient Indian History, Cuhurcl and
Archacology of the Kurukshetra University, began systematic ex-
cavations from 1968-69.% Since then, several ancient sites have
been surveyed and their antiquity established. One of the sites,
namely Daulatpur (near Pipli), was excavated during 1963-69 and
1969-70. A small-scale excavation was also carried out at Raja
Karna ka Qila from 1970-71 to 1973-74.  These excavations have
thrown welcome light on the past of the region from ¢. 2000 B.C.
to the fourth and fifth conturies A.D.3

The excavation at Daulatpur represented a late phase of the
Harappan civilization (e. 2000—¢. 1500 B.C.). Their finds had
evolved shapes with inferior treatment of the surface, and the
simpler decorations in their pottery indicated a decadent stage of
the culture. Broadly speaking, the material equipment of the period
“included the remains of oval ovens, charred grains, grinding
stones, bone engravers and copper bangles. The copper fish-hook
and bone-points suggested that hunting and fishing supplemented
the food supply of the people. The people in this period decorated

their persons with ornaments like the bangles of faience and terra-
cotta and beads of semi precious stones,”™*

After the Harappan phase, the excavators found the “presence
of typical pottery called painted grey ware which is generally
associated with the Aryans (c. 1100-500 B.C.). It also yielded
antimony rod of copper, bone pins and points and stone

grinders. A decorated female figurine in bone reflected the art
tradition of the period.?

Ibid.
Ihid.
Ihid.
Ihid,
1bid,

R
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We need not depend entirely on archaeology for this period.
Fortunately, there

is great literary evidence to construct the
contemporary picture,

We have it on the testimony of the Vedic
literature that in the beginning of the historical period the Bharatas
lived here, after whom our country is called Bhararavarsha. The

Bharatas are said to have kindled the sacred fire in the Kuruk-
shetra region with great devotion.!

After some time, another clan called Trisru—an offshoot of
the Bharatas, became famous in this region. The famous Vedic
king Divodasa, who performed great conquering feats, belonged
to this tribe. Divodasa, it seems, had extended the realm of
Kurukshetra very much by entering into long wars with great
encmies. In the words of Dr Buddha Prakash :

Two passages of the Rigveda refer to the fight of Divodasa
with the Yadus and Turvasas bracketed with Dasyu chief
Shamsara. Another passage speaks of his encounter with the
Paravatas and the Brishyas on the bank of the Sarasvati. Helis
also said to have worsted a number of chiefs like Chumuri,
Dhuni, Shambara, Pipru, Shushna, Vetasu, Dashoni and Tugra
by forming an alliance with Rijishvan, Ayu and Kutsa.?

Divodasa’s son Sudas was also a great warrior. He faced two con-
federacies of the Ajas, Shigrus and Yakshus under the leadership of
Bheda on the Yamuna and that of the Yadu, Turvasas, Bhrigus,
Druhyus, Pakthas, Bhalanas, Alinas, Shivas, Vishanins, Purus and
Anus under the guidance of Simyu, Purodasa, Purukutsa and
Kavasha on the Ravi. Sudasa’s most famous battle was, however,

with the ten confedarates (dasharajna Yuddha) and was particu-
larly thrilling.

As their efforts to make the swollen current of the Ravi ford-
able by diverting its water through channels caused 2 flood in
their camp Sudas made the tactical move of pressing home his
attack on their seven castles. Thus taking them unawares he

made short shrift of their forces and captured their leader
Purukutsa?

Rigveda, V1, 45, IX, 68.2,
Haryana Through the Ages, p. 1.
bhid., p. 2.

bl
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This victory made Sudas the paramount ruler of the entire
Saptasindhu region.

After the great victories of Sudas, prob;jbly in !.hc bcginmpg
of the second millennium, the Bharatas, owing possibly to family
feuds, suffered a gradual decline and consequently, downfall. The
Purus made capital of the situation and entered the scene. There
must have been some kind of an initial fight, but later on, the two
tribes merged. Now both bzcame the one people “under \\-!mm the
vedic culture reached its climax with the result that their speech

was regarded best and purest and their mode of sacrifice ideal and
perfect.!

After some time, a necw Jana called Panchalas attacked the
then Paurava king Samvarana and drove him out of Kurukshetra.
Samvarana, however, planned to stage a comeback. It appears
“that he made an alliance with the Kurus, who were becoming
prominent in the Indo-Tranian regions in the North-West, and
with their help, regained his kingdom in the Sarasvati valley.”?

Samvarana, it seems, did not rule for a long time. His succes-

sors were also weaklings. Under these circumstances his partner
Kuru, asserted himself and became king.

KURU RULE

Kuru was a great king. He gave the region his name and
made it prosperous and rich. He launched on an ambitious plan
to reclaim the vast region of the Sarasvati valley for zgricultural
purposes in order to entrench their economic power.!

The authors of the Puranas have given a very interesting story
in a table. According to them: Kuru decided to make an area
of five yojanas square, called Samantapanchaka, on the bank of
the Sarasvati fit for cultivation and himself started ploughing it
with a golden plough yoked 1o the bull of Shiva and the buffalo
of Yama. And, being asked by Vishnu, as to what he was doing,
he replied that he was cultivating the eight virtues of truthfulness

1. Panchavimsha Brahmana, XXV, 10; Shatapatha Brahmana, W, 148
Aitareya Brahmana V11, 30.

2. Buddha Prakash, p, 4,

3. Ihid, p. 5.

|
2
3
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(satya), austerity (tapas), forgiveness ( kshama ), compassion
(daya), purity (shaucha), charity (dana), composure (voga)
and continence (brahmacharya) and that their seed \\':ls-iﬂ\.ili;
own body. Thereupon Vishny asked him to give that seed. He
st_rclchcd his right hand which Vishnu cut into thousands of
picces and distributed among the people. Likewise he chipped
other parts of his body.!

This pleased Vishnu, beyond description say the Pauranakaras
and lu:_ asked Kuru to ask for any boon. Kuru made the
following demand :*

TAAHAT T AEAT qaEd 4

At T ogamAt 9 mgawafkaz
STAAIA A9 T #NA W F owiyg
Awrarfzs Frasgd asans fas
@ aRizfosa TEIFATINL |
AT 9I GF WIAT  FFEAT |
aarAa| g8 wd A4 zEF qgfam
AMT PTIT AR EATEA 1)

®h, Lord, the land which 1 have ploughed may be styled as
Dharmakshetra. Those who bathe here should get great punya.
Good deceds like fasts, donations, worship, yajna, etc. as also
any bad deeds performed here, should multiply. Oh God, May

You live here for ever with all the devas. The Lord replied :
So it shall be,

There is at least one thing very clear from this Pauranic story
—Kuruand his people did make every effort to make their land
prosperous.  As a result, Kurukshetra came to enjoy peace,
prosperity and honour—it became a heaven on earth. The eom-
bination of manual labour and moral rectitude, physical exertion

and spiritual elevation became the essence of this region and
through it of the whole country,?

Quoted in ibid.
Vamana Purana, 22, Vs, 33.7.
Buddha Prakash, p. 6.
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DHARMAKSHETRA, TAPAHKSHETRA

The dream of Kuru came true. Kurukshetra became dharma-
kshetraand tapahkshetra. People began to come from far and
near to perform yajuas here. We have it on the testimony of the
Shatapatha Brahmana that Maharishi Vrihaspati told Yajnavalakya
that Kurukshetra was the land where devaras perform great yajnas
to please God, the Lord of Lords. Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva, etc.,
never left that region} The very sight of Kurukshetra and the
chanting of its name had a sanctifying effect:*

gal ased wwE  AEmEiea )
qisgt 3% §Erd agArg sdaaad u(l)
wedd  afgenfr gedq Fsvag
g uf sad wmE  @Eqd 9gEEd u(R)
ofgaft  Ead  @igar agdfan
afa zegasai Tafm g afag (i)

1. See, for substantiation the following verse of Shatapatha, 14.1-Z .
w7 4 aa frag 1 (F) ufa fes: o
famimyd Tarmmd aifrasns nqn (33)
qUIT T FATET JAAMA | ATHIZIZ: FOAAEAALET
gaifafy armag §7 7 graary fanwsh o
aaAE TEaEaiata alz @mrz g g uwn
Also sec .’nb[:h:-ufanish_ad P
g3 FEUd ZATAA A491 1
wal 3@ A3 wfage 4 0
Miner Upanishads (Otto Schrader), pp. 59-60.

-
-
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The Mahabharata and the Pyuranas ate full of Kurukshetra
Both are unanimous on  the point that Kurukshetra absolves one
of all sins; they who die at Kurukshetra reach heaven.!
most important of all the tirthas on the earth® and Visit to it

proves very fruitful and one acquires the merit of performing
various vedic sacrifices.?

Itis the

There is great merit also in bathing in and visiting different
tirthas in the Kurukshetra region, such as Sarpadanvi-varaha, Soma,
Arantuka, Apaga, Pholaki-Vana, etc.* The Mahabharata says that a
bath in the river Sarasvati absolves a man from all his sins.;* The
Vamana Purana says that a bathier in the Sarasvati gets countless
punyas and is entitled to devamarga :

AdAEAgE Al afisgar ga@Ar )
aaqEasd srnafe fam o
wdla A™MAr giT: §EdEi RREA |
a1 gaq Zgeg fagam ad qad g
auadl  awmg qgafyg E@an
AET a7 AIFG ¥iZg WA /TR )
gagaiz @ fangr svAed Ay
smig afaT  qEar asgar afwar g
rmiear gfggaraifa a3 o goeadn
za = afqem 23 maa fgan e

The river sacred was also recognized to be the best place for
performing shraddha, for it was believed thatall the gods, Brahma,
Indra, Shiva, Surya, etc., were in service of it :

aq =g wfweala st mifae gman
7 ant 2sw fezafg @1 g 70

Sabha Parva, 53.6.  Also see Agni, 109, 14: Vam. JXXX 111.6.

Vanaparva, 83, Anushasana, p. 165, p. 1050; Matsya, 109.3.
Vanaparva, 81,8,

Ibild, Chapter §1,

AP, 119.20.

Vamana Purana, 42, 7-19,

oo g
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amaac)  za) @am ene Azl dE
qret 2ar fagza @ a@fe @anaan o
e e o I SERUEHE
gzl BaATIAE] ALHIAN afgaran
frut 7 afvafa sl g aTEEEm |
7 anr 2w fEf=agzan baa facsfa o
yqqig afaesr @ Zg maw fadgaar
g1t azeadt qoan wiy 3oga Ffwmy '

The Vamana Purana says that those persons who live on the
banks of the sacred Sarasvati get Bralmajnana.

afa = gaeiT: AieAagaz  frwas
geg mA 3md wfRafa 5 "m0

Similar sacredness is attached to many other rivers of Kuru-
kshetra.

All the godsand rishis, from Brahma to Rudra, have made
use of Kurukshetra's sacredness for their purposes. The Narada
Purana provides fairly interesting details on this point in the
following verses :

qam mam: fagr ®ET et |
T § aafad agscmfa gzafao
mm Afsafed afz sida difvar
facmar feafs s gfeege afaag 1
®T § suner  gfacw wgieRar
deg 14w emvE meaifea: |
& &fad AT fagsd  @mEa
In connection with Brahma's Yajna, the holy land obtained a
1. Ibid,, 2025,

2. Ibid., 34,11,
3. Narads Purana, 9-12.

DHARMAKSHETRA, TAPAHKSHETR A 54
new name—Brahmavedi,' and became the kipe

nd of all virthas. 1t be-
came a Tapahkshetra (7% am: & )2,

This land was chosen for performing Yajnas. Vamana said to
Indra : ‘Th_csc who perform yajna in Kurukshetra, they are absol-
ved of all sins and go to swarga (heaven) ;™

IF T 7 TEdT sfwafa g9 FAA
 afaeaf amaiawmmfa afaarT

The Mahabharata also repeated this;* and so did the other Sans-
krit works of that age.

SOLAR ECLIPSE

It is popularly believed that Kurukshetra becomes a centre of
great sacredness on the occasion of the solar eclipse. This belief
prompts hundreds and thousands of people to go to Kurukshetra
on these occasions. At times, the number of visitors to Kuruk-
shetra on the eclipse days crosses ten to fifteen lakhs.

This gathering of such big crowds on the eclipse days is not a
present-day phenomenon. According to Dr Ratna C. Agrawala :

Quite a large number of people, including the rulers and the
sages, used to flock to the place to have a dipinto the holy
water of the sacred pools and lakes at Kurukshetra. The places
thus happened to attract quite a large number of visitors even in
those good old days.®

The ancient Sanskrit texts and the accounts of travellers
visiting India bear testimony to this fact. The following important

1. 7@ ania g azft affm
afend anfia 7 weai 7 & drsm wggA7 01
Mahabharata, Vana, 83, 207.
2. 1bid., Bhishma, 1.2.
3. Vamana, 41.15.
qafa ma wfwcs | sgam
ani fafavz arar qiaz wfg sfamfs o
Mahabharatu,
5. lam most grateful to Dr R.C. Agrawala for this information and for the
reference given below to substantiate this contentiog.
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references will bring home the truth of l‘his cb'scr\ation :

1. The Matsya Purana says that a visit to kurukshctr_a on the
eclipse day when the Ralu attacked the sun was a harbinger of
great bliss (Mahapunya).! _

2. The Srimad Bhagavata Purang® provides even more use-
ful details. The people, says the great Purana, came from all
over the country and assembled at Kurukshetra before the schedu-
led time of the eclipse. They were extremely anxious to attain
punya and so they observed a fast, had their bath at Kurukshetra
and distributed garlands and cows among the Bralmanas 3

ax sma@n wgamn Ewe gam fzan
ANl IgEqa AwawfEd

It is further stated that the great assembly (at Kurukshetra) on this
occasion included the rulers of various states and countrics, i.c.,
from Matsya, Usinara, Kosala, Vidarbha, Kuru, Srojava, Kambuja,
Kekaya, Madra, Kunti, Anarta, Kerala, ctc,, as well as their
numerous relatives.*

3. The Rajararangini of Kalhana too informs us that the
place was visited by the the prince on the occasion of solar ecli pse.
( W®mMUT 1 § £Rda wAEEw )15 AL Stein even states that ‘The
eclipse of the sun in India took place on July 23 of 1134 A.D.°
It was visible at Thaneshvara. Many princes for Kashmir visited
Thanesar then.  Also a solar eclipse occurred on the occasion of
Kothesvaras meeting with Mallarjuna at Kurukshetra.'s

4. Itis said that there was a solar eclipse on the eve of the
battle of Kurukshetra.*

) 5. The Vrhat Samhita of Varahamihira too refers to the
eclipse and its effects at Kurukshetra -

« Matsya, 199,12,

Bhagavata, 82. 1.9,

Ihid., 829,

Ihid 82 12-13,

Raj., VI, 2220,

A, Stein, Raj, Vol. 11, p. 122,

o Ibid., p. 171 ()

8. S.N. Pradhan, C hranology, p. 268,

HAL AL -
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—

ol 813 SgmAg gy et
mermEfs wearm afge LEibr T

4199 |

FEAIFTITFTT  MIEn @A garefagasaT
TATATERRGT @A

If an eclipse should occur in the lunar month of Sravana, the peo-
ple of Kasmira, Pulindas, Chinese, Yavanas, those born in Kuruk-
shetra and Gandhara, those living in the central tract, Kambojas
and all whole hoofed animals and also the grains of the autumnal
season, above all those living elsewhere shall be happy and live in
peace.® It further says :

famm  gedmfawzs smifzias
nedreREET qafa gmsaE F g

“When a malign Keru eclipses or touches the star Chirra, people in
the know should declare the exit from the world of the chief of
Kurukshetra. If the star in question be Svari, the two kings of
Kashmir and Kamboja will cease to exist™.?

6. Alberuni also offers some interesting details concerning
this subject. In his own words :

“The Samhita of Varahamihira relates that in Thanesar there
is a pond which the Hindus visit from afar to bathe in its water.
Regarding the cause of this custom, they relate the following :
The waters of all the other holy ponds visit this particular pond
at the time of an eclipse. Therefore, a man, who washes in it,
it is as il he had washed in every single one of all of them, Then
Varahamihira continues that people say if it were not the head
which causes the eclipse of the sun and the moon, the other
ponds would not visit this pond".*

7. Another Muslim scholar, Abu Rihan, records on the autho-
rity of Varahamihira that “during the eclipse of the moon, the
water of all the other tanks comes to Thanesar so that the bather in

Vrehat Sambhita, V., 78,

Ibid., V. 78,

Ihid., V1. 57.

E C, Sachau, Alberuni’s India, Vol. 11, London, 1910, p. 145,

i
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= moment of the eclipse obtains the additional meri;
ks at the same time.™"

8. The Kulait plate of Somavarman rls:f:rring to. Sahilladeva
of the Musana race, relates that he "\-artquulhed the Kira 1‘;0(“-,5 of
the lord of Durgar {Dugara) and their allies the Saumtika who
forced his suzerainty on the lord of Ku]u'l'.t (_Kuliu) who was
styled Karivarsa because he undertook a pilgrimage to Kuruk-
shetra on the occasion of a solar eclipse and made a gifi of the
elephants to the sun-god who ensured the continuance of his

the tank, at th
of bathing in all other tan

family, etc.”™
The preceding narrative makes clear that Kurukshetra's jm.

portance as Dharmakshetra and Tapahkshetra was quite wel|-
established in the ancient days. This importance was of so perma.
nent a nature that, despite several odd factors working to the
contrary, it continued for centuries to come.

AI“;;T;; Cunning?_um_ The Ancient Geography of India, London, 1871,
{t‘:"h“k-“. In Cunningham’s opinion, this notice by Varahmihira ‘carries
. once to about 00 A.C. when the holy tank of Thanesar was
in full repute’,

D.R.Bhandzrkar,;qu,wf;m ingi , 2 5 4

scripts, from 200 A.D., p. 256, criptions o { North India in Brahmi and its

THE BHARATA WAR

In the preceding chapter, we have discussed at some length the
religio-cultural importance of the Kurukshetra region after the great
Kuru came and brought this region under his personal care, tHe
loved the sacred region as he did no other place in the world—not
even Hastinapur, his political capital. Kurukshetra was his
spiritual capital.

Kuru ruled over his Dharmakshetra for a fairly long time,
After his death, from among his three sons, Prikshita, Jahnu and
Sudhavan, the eldest, Parikshita ascended the gaddi and took care
of his spiritual capital with great devotion. And so did his son and
successor, Janmejaya II. But after this, there occursa break.
Janmejaya Il had three sons, Srutasena, Ugrasena and Bhimasena
but the Puranas do not make mention of any of these three sons
of Janmejaya Il as kings; they refer to Jahnu's son Suratha as king.
““This shows™, says Pargiter, “that Janmejaya’s branch lost the sove-
reignty which then vested in Suratha.”! The cause of this is explain-
ed by astory. Janmejaya Il injured Rishi Gargya’s son and was
cursed by the Rishi. He was, therefore, abandoned by his people
and was in great difficulties. At this time, he sought help from _
Rishi Indrota Daivapa Saunaka, who purified him with a great
yajna. He did not, however, recover the sovereignty and so his
three sons passed into oblivion.? i 3

Now the successors of Suratha, the second son of Kuru, began
to rule over the Kurukshetra rtgioB_,__ They were as follows :

1. F,E. Pargiter, Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, p. 114.
2. Ibid.
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sena, Aradhin, Mahabhanma,
Viduralha,Aiig;?iﬁlii m[gévagi:tlﬁ?,t Raksha II, Bhir.nsena, Daleep,
A}‘u_la}r‘us.d Shanla‘ﬂl-l't Shantanu became a great king and he rfﬂcd
thki a::uru kinedom very ably. Shantanu had .t\vo wives,
o d S'lt}'a\'a}i, by whom he had three sons, Bhishma from
Ganiga r:;nﬂr :11th Chilmng’ndn and Vichitravirya from the latter. Of
tIE:m:‘:.rthr]:c: sons of Shantanu, Bhishma did not marry and rt:;ok
a vow not to come to the throne. Chitrangada diﬂj ina bn.lt]c.O :)::
only Vichitravirya remained to suc_:ceed to the .I\uru thrrjlnc].d Tal.c
coming of age, Vichitravirya married, but as ill-luck wou ;lj
it, he died soon after his marriage. Now who should succfc to
the Kuru throne ? The problem was solved by thc. aduce.Of
Bhishma. Krishna Dwyapayana (Vedavyasa) effected niyoga with
the wives of the late Vichitravirya and gave them two sons—
Dhritrashtra and Pandu.

Dhritrashtra was completely blind and therefore Pandu, on
becoming a major, ascended the Kuru throne./ P:}ndu ru]l;‘d for
ten years on behalf of Dhritrashtra.  But when Dhyltras?ltra s‘sorll
Duryodhana became a major he handed over the raj to Ium.. Since
Pandu could not have any children, he permitted his two wives to
bear children through niyoga.. Asaresult of this, the two wives
had five sons—Kunti had Yudhishtra, Bhima and Arjuna and
Madri had Nakula and Sahdem.f After some time, Pandu died,
his younger wife —Madri—committed sari and Kunti came to
Hastinapur along with his five children.: At Hastinapur, the young
Pandavas were looked after well and received a good education
along with the sons of Dhritrashtra under the care of Dronacharya.—
But after becoming majors, the two cousins became cnemies of
cach other and began to think of ways and means of killing each
other. This ultimately resulted in the great war of Bharata/.,/

Cunningham has provided a very interesting account of the
proceedings of the Bharata war and therefore I use his narrative
at some length.? “Duryodhana, having determined to fight the
Pandavas, summoned all his followers to meet on the plain of
Kurukshetra, where his army encamped facing to the west, with its
right resting on the Sarasvati River and its left at Amin, 5} miles_

Cunningham, Report, pp. 92-3.

\

towards the enemy advancing from Dzlhi,

A2
Re
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to the south-east of Thanesar. OFf this flank, which was exposed

a covering trench was

dug, and at a council of which Bhishma was appointed general of

the Kaurava army,

On the other hand, the Pandavas mar
Kurukshetra under Yudhishtra and his brethren, who chose their
brother-in-law Drishtadyumna for their general. On reaching
Kurukshetra they encamped to the west of the lake facing the

Kaurava army on the east with their left flank resting on the Sara-

svati River, and their right near Kirmanch, On this flank they
dug a covering trench. -

ched from Delhi to

The fight lasted for 18 days, but the details given in the Maha-_
bharata are confined fo the personal conflicts between the great
chiefs. For nine days the battle raged furiously, with great slau-
ghter on both sides, but without any decisive result. On the tenth
day, however, Bhishma was killed by Arjuna, and Drona was
appointed to the command of the Kauravas. For two days there
was nothing decisive, but on the |JIFIE}/ Abhimanyn, the youth-
ful son of Arjuna, having broken the ranks of the Kaurvas with
his chariot, was surrounded and slain by Duhasasana. This _t-t-&k__-
place at Amin, which is said to be a contraction of Abhimanyu,
and which, it will be remembered, was on the left of the Kaurava
position. On the 14th day Bhurisravas was killed through the
treachery of Arjuna, and the place where he fell is now called
Bhure or Bliore, by a contraction of his name., On the same day _
Jayadratha was shin in single combat  with Arjuna  On the
15th Day Drona, the general of the Kaurvas, was tfeachcrous!?
killed by Drishtadyumna, when he was unarmed. On the 16th
day Karna took the command of the Kauravas, and on the 17th
day when his chariot was driven by Salya, Raja of the Madras, he
pursued Yudhishthira, and pulled him off his horse, but spared
his life on account of his cowardice. Duhasasana, the slayer
of Abhimanyu  was killed by Bhima, who drank his
blood. "Theén Karna driven by Salya was attacked by Arjuna, dri-
ven by Krishna. Again the Pandavas were guilty of treachery,
and Karna was killed by Arjuna while trying to extricate one of
his chariot wheels which had sunk in the mud. On the 18th and
last day Salya became the general of Kauravas and was slain by
Yudhishthira, Then Duryodhana fled, but was afterwards discovered
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i i ima. This fight took
and tgugted Iafo 3 g s g lt?:south of the lake. Once
place in very middle of Kurukshetra, to B i

ore the Pandava combatant was guilty of treachery, e
r:rokc the thigh of Duryodhana agair;sl lh; ml;?s:)r‘[g::a::hcl%;nd;:

i stively forbade all blows below the waist. .
:Ts[c;lrg:::s:il:;lfo thc camp of the Kauravas, and took pos:csston n‘f
all the jewels and spails of Duryodhana. There also t 1;)[')spcn
the night. But whilst they slept, Aswas_th::ma the s?n 0 ronlin,
with Kripa and Kritavarman, the only chiefs ‘of lhr.: Kauravas who
had survived the 18th day’s fight, stole quictly into the camp of
the Pandava and slew Drishtadyumna, the general and th_e five
young sons of the five Pandava brothers, and escaped free in the
confusion. When the heads of the slaughtered Pandavas were
brought to Duryodhana he was at first overjoyed but when he saw
that the heads were those of the sons and not of the hated fathers,
he died from sheer vexation.

Cunningham has given an equally interesting account of ths_d
aftermath of the war, In his words :

The war being thus ended by the general deslructio.n_
of so many warriors and their followers on both sides,
the few survivors, attended by the relatives of the slain,
assembled on the plain of Kurukshetra to perform _t_m_cC
funeral rites. There came the old blind Raja Dhritarashtra,
the father of Duryodhana, attended by Yudhishthira, and all the
widows of the departed chiefs, of Duryodhana _:md—_lGrna and
Abhimanyu, accompanied by Kunti, the mother of Karna, then
Vidura, the uncle of the Kauravas and Pandavas, and Sanjaya,
the charioteer of the Maharaja, and Yuyustu, the only surviving
son of the Maharaja, and Dhaumya, the family priest of the
Pandavas, all went out together to the field of battle. And they
collected a large quantity of sandal and other odoriferious
woods and sweet oils to form a pile on which to burn the bodies
of the principal warriors, such as Duryodhana, Karna, Abhi-
manyu, Drona, and others; and they alio collected many thou-
sand mule-loads of faggots and oil to burn the bodies of those
of inferior note. And they ordared all the surviving charioteers
of those Rajas who had been slain to go through the plain and
point out the corpses of thzir respzctive masters, so that such
Rajas might be burned separately according to their rank. And

they took with them a thousand cart-loads of cloths, some
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fine and other coarser, to srap up the dead bodies
Then Vidura and those appointed with him, went over the plain
of Kurukshetra; and they first took up with all reverence and
ceremony the corpse of Duryodhana and burned it. Next the
Rajas of the first rank were wrapped in fine linen and burned

before burning,

with perfurmes; and amongst these were the other sons of Dhrita-
rashtra, and the sons of Draupadi, and Abhimanyu and Drona,
and Karna, and the greater Rajas, such as Raja Draupada and
his son Dhrishtadyumna, and Raja Virata, and Raja Jayadratha,
and Raja Salya,and many others.  When this burning had been

accomplished they kindled a might fire and burned all the re-
maining bodies therein.!

The site where the dead bodies of the slain are said to have
been burned is now known by the name of Asthipur, or the ‘place
of bones’. Tt was seen by Huen Tsang in A.D. 635, who says that
the corpses had been heaped up like straw-ricks, and that ‘their
bones still covered the plain'.* There are no bones visible at the
present at Asthipur; and many of the people do not even know the
location of the ‘place of bones’.

CONTROVERSY ABOUT THE BHARATA War

There is a good deal of controversy about the Bharata War. Some
believe that the war was fought as it is described in the Maha-
bharata, whereas other bzlieve that it was not fought at all.  Some
people follow a little safer course than the ones mentioned above;
they opine that the so-called great war must have originally been
a petty family or tribal feud which was magnified through several
centuries by various ministrels into the great war poem of the
Mahabharata.

Then there is a general controversy among the scholars over
the question of the date of the war. We shall discuss, in brief,
both these problems one by one.

Was THERE A WaR?
Dr Keith, and following him, many other scholars, rejected

1. Wheel, Mahabharata, pp. 164-5.
2. Julien, Hiun Tsarg, Vol 1, p. 214,
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the erxistence of the war mainly on the ground‘ that. there is no
mention of it in the Vedas or in any other Indian literary work
older than the 4th century B.C.

A historical scrutiny of this view may be attempted. As.far
as the first part of the statement is concerned (i e., th? non-mention
of the war in the Vedas), it may be argued that since the Vedas
are older than the Bharata war, its being mentioned there is out
of the question. And the second part is entirely wrong; there is
mention of the Bharata war and the persons connected with it in
the later Vedic literature, even of the pre-4th century B.C. time. A
few examples may be cited :

(i) Dhritrashtra Vaichitravirya : Yajushakatha Samhita (10/6)
makes a clear mention of this king.  Keith in his anxiety to prove
his above theory's correctness has committed an error by saying :
“In the Katha Samhita there is Dhritarashtra Vaichitravirya, who is
assumed to have been a Kuru king ..... There is no ground for sup-
posing that this Dhritarashtra was any one elsc than the king of
Kashis”.* No doubt there was a Dhristarashtra of Kashi too, but
here the Samhita Katha is too clear to be misunderstood.?

. lii) Pratipiya Bahlika Shatapatha Brahmana (12,93.3) men-
tions this king. There are many references to him in the
Mahabharata.,! He was killed by Bhima in the war.®

(iii) Nagarijita Gandhara : Shatapatha Brahmana (8,1, 4,10)
makes mention of this man who was a king of the Gandhara coun-
try. He had taken part in the Bharata war.

(iv) Vyasa: Taittriya Aryanka (1, 9, 35) makes a clear refe.
rence to Vyasa son of Parashara Gopatha Brahmana® and Bodhyana
Grihya Sutra® also make such references.

1. See, Journal of Haryana Studies, Vol. IV, Nos. 1and 2, p. 4.
2. The Cambridge History of India, Vol. 1, p. 119,

3. For a detailed discussion sce Bhagvat Datia,

Itihasa, Vol. 1, p. 193,
See Udya_;-aparra.lzl-'}; Sabhaparva, 34.%; 69.1, 56.2.
Dronaparva, 155, 1]-15.

Mahabharata, Aryanakaparva, 255.21,

1.29,

195,

Bharatavarsha ka Vrihad

- . ST
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Hopkins makes a very interesting statement : Vyasa s men-
tioned as carly as the Tairtriva Aryanaka, but not as author or
editor of the epic.! Hopkins does not know that the Taittriva

Aryanka was compiled long before the Mahabharara w

45 ¢com-
posed.?

(v) Krishna : Krishna, the hero of the Mahabharata, finds

mention in almost the entire Vedic literature (mostly as Devaki-
putra).?

Besides, there are other important personages of the Maha-
bharta such as Narada, Sanbala, Drupada, Shikhandi, Suratha
Shaivya, Akrura, Shantanu, Devapi, etc, who are mentioned in the
Vedic literature *

In view of these facts, we cannot accept the version of Keith
and his followers that the Afahabharata personages are not men-
tioned in the literature of pre-dth century B.C. Apart from this,
there are references to the stories of the Mahabharara and its
several shlokas (verses) in various ancient works. For instance,
Shabara in his Mimamsabhashya using the verse 1.49 of the Maha-
bharata, Adiparva, says that the great Rishi (Vyasa) after giving a
detailed exposition of the Mahabharata, this great treasure of
knowledge, had given its brief index too.® Vatsyayana has also
made such a reference in his Kamasurra.® His near contemporary
Durga mentions several stories of the Muhubharata.? Besides, the
great Nirukta scholar says that Niruktakarva Yaska knew the whole
of the Mahabharara® Interestingly enough, Yaska was a contem-
porary of Vyasa.® Thus, there is no point in calling the work a
myth of later times,

1. The Cambridge History of India, Vol, 1, p, 252.
2. Sce Dhagwat Datta, Vol. |, p. 198,

3. Seefor instance, Chhandogya Upanisad, 3.17,6. Thisis soin the Maha-
bharata, Adiparva, 181,28, 29; Udvogaparva, 123.16 Bhishma Parva. 11639,

4, For details scz Bhagwat Datta, op. cit., pp. 191.204,

5. Shabara, 8. 1.2, Helived in the Ist/2nd Century A.D.

6. Kamasutra. 1, 4.

7. See Nirutktabhashya, 4, 1; 3, 4; also 6, 30,

8. Ibid.,7,7.

9. See Bhagwat Datta, p. 85,



URUKSHETRA  POLITICAL AND CULTURAL IISTopy
K
36

"2
CoMPOSED?
: MAHABHARATA
WHEN WAS THE

stion to answer. Thr{ _t:xt of the Maha.
bl has undergone changes by wa)'lnf additions to the CFntrai

harata rin the shape of topics and even long episodes
themeof T1e wtah the war, like those in the Fanaparva, from time
uncopnccled wi there is rleliablc cvidence to show that the epic
to time. 'Bl;,tavc it now—the Mahabharata, growing out of the
E?i;ﬁa?st‘::: pamed Bharata—consisting of about one hundred
thousand shlokas, must have been completed probably long before
the 4th century B.C.!

This is a difficult que

-
WHAT IS THE DATE OF THE BHARATA WAR ? ﬁ{-i-n
59
The date of the Mahabharata admits of diverse interpretations,
Of the different interpretations, five are more important and we
discuss them one by one.

The first view is based on tradition. Accordingto it, the
great war was fought in 3102 B.C. The first historical reference to
this traditional view is found in the Aihole Stone Inscription® of
the early Chalukya king, Pulakesin 11, It reads thus :

frmg fagd warEafa
TARMALHTY  mElY gvEq )
TSI FEY 1 qZH ISEGAr T 0
g awdla  aw@Amly gy

[t is stated here that a Jaina temple was erected at Aihole when
3735 years had elapsed after the Bharata war in the Kali Age and
556 years had passed according to the era of the Saka kings. If
We convert this date in the Christian era, it comes to A.D, 632-33.
So the Bharata war, according to this inscription, was fought in
3735-633=3102 B C.

This erais called the Kaliyuga era. It is also known as the

. See for inictesling discussion i i f
: : on this point, Ibid., pp. 89.93.
2. Epigraphia Indica, Vo), VI, p. 7. . SeuppE
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Yudhisthira era.  Dr V.V. Mirashi says that ;

No early Indian inscription is dated in this so-called
Yudhisthira or Kaliyuga era. It seems that this cra was first
conceived in the time of Aryabhata (circa A.D. 500) for the
purpose of asironomical calculation and then it was antedated
by about 3500 years. So it was supposed to have commenced in
3102 B.C. This supposition has continued to this day and so
years of this era are cited in modern Indian Panchangas.t

At a later date, however, the Kashmir historian Kalhana
(circa 12th Century A.D.) has mzntioned this date of the Kaliyuga
in his Rajatarangini but since it did not square with the scheme of
the chronology of the dynasties of Kashmir, he stated that though
the Kaliyuga coommenced in 3102 B.C. the Yudhisthira cra began
653 years thereafter.?

This involves a contradiction. If we zccept this view for the
date of the Kaliyuga, we shall have to push still further backward
the dates of the Vedic literature, which preceded it by some cen-
turies. This runs counter to the evidenc: of the Harappa or Indus
Valley Civilization. So this view eannot be taken seriously.

Varahamihira, the great Indian astronomer of the first half of
the sixth century B.C., gives the date of 500 B.C. to the Bharata
War® He says :

Axiadls nwfy afaargamfaq agina
Argadia 7 fzid: 3339 gafegfafa gy
HaAERITIaRadiaa gafzgeT
g anr Fafaer qgadgag win
wiERmE gaa: mafa g4t gfafet qeay
uzfege=afzga: amwmaeass uaza ny
afFfensasy ad a4 7 =g aqinre |
smzadieafaauggiasfa as dagn e

L. Journal of the Ociencal Institute; Baroda, (abbreviated as JOB 1), Vol, XXV
(1976), p. 287.

2. Wid.

3. Brhat Swwhita, X111, 1-4.
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ced to describe the movements of the sevep
I shall now pT:C e Vridha-Garga (Garga the elder) on
sages according 10 thcc \;th {oks beautifil, 88 o
account of Whom, ! dorned with one-stringed  pearl-necklace or
and is smiling bclng i lotuses and is, as it were, dancing at the
with a wreath of white lotus 9 .01’:'“:“]‘
bidding of ber lord, the Dhrm'n. [the pole-s - |
When Yudbisthira was ruling over the earth, the (seven) sages
in the constellation of the Maghas, the date of that kmg.]s
s dded cach naksatra for onc hundred years. They are said
3052&. znilcd with that naksarra to the cast of which the suges rise.
There is no unanimity among scholars regarding the i.mcrprc.
tation of these verscs. In any casc, the ﬁrsF half of the third verse
cited is the view of Vridha-Garga and is admitted by all; but accord-
ing to some, the statement in the second half of that verse is the
view of Varahamihira himself. 1t seems better to take the whole
versc as stating the view of Garga himself. After stating that the
sages were in the constellation of the Maghas during the reign of
Yudhisthira, Garga states the exact time of his rule. It was the
year 2526 before the commencement of the Saka era, i.e., 2526
minus 78=2448 B C, or 2500 B.C. in round numbers.}

We find this statement in many puranas too. For instance :

aqgizg farfa saiam ad aase
awdinr 37 @ ag fzaar deaqn gaq o
gadini g a1 q@Y° 3@ sfzar fafm
T q a7 gwma  man fafa g
7 gadqdl 33w ar @i 9 qan o
AR 9 @inedafrazsiag

These verses reiterate the view of Vridha-Garga and Varaha-

mihira stated in the afore-cited passage of the Brharsamhira. The
Puranas give the data of the war as follows :

qA9q wAAIT: TA ofelry o I
R g Safad wfaenfa giaan: o

JOBI, Vol, X1, (1976), p. 288.
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“The seven sages crossed twenty-four naksatras from the time

of Pariksit to that of the downfall of the Andhras”. This extends
the duration to 2400 years.

Mii_mshi has discussed this view very thoroughly

in a lucid manner and therefore we quote him here at some
length.

We know that the period of the Andhras (i.e. the Satavahanas)
came to an end in circa 230 A.D. So the date of Pariksit is
2400 minus 230= 2170 B.C. Pariksit was the grand-nephew of
Yudhisthira, If we add to this the reignal years of Yudhisthira
and Prikshita (totalling 96), the date of the Great War would bz
2266 B C., which is not far from the date 2448 B.C. given by
Vridha Garga and Varahamihira. But is there any basis for the
statement that the Seven Sages moved through twenty-four
naksatras in the period from Pariksit to the downfall of the
Andhras (i.c. the Satavahanas) 7 In the first place, the supposi-
tion that the Sages move through the naksarras is fallacious.
They are not planets and therefore, have no motion. Sh, B.
Diksit says that several naksatras such as Magha, Purva, Uttara,
Hasta, Chitra etc. appear in the firmamental region opposite to
the Seven Sages, and any one of them can be supposed to be
conjoined with them. Garga supposed that they were conjoined
with the Maghas in his days, and so did Varahamihira, There
was a tradition that they were in the Magha naksatra in the time
of Yudhisthira. Therefore they supposed that the Sages had made
a complete revolution through the naksatras since the time of
Yudhisthira and so took the intervening period as of twenty-four
hundred years. But even today the same position of the Seven
Sages can be affirmad.  So this statement about the Sages being
in the naksatra of the Maghas in the time of Yudhisthira and
the date of the Great War reduced from it have no basis.!

A great ephemerist L.D. Swami Kannu Pillai gives an in-
teresting, but dilferent explanation of this date of Yudhisthira given

1. 1bid., pp. 288.9,
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by Garga and Varahamihira. To quote him :

Varahamihira, or rather his authority says that ‘h; ff?im
Rsis were at that time in the Magha naksatra and m;? }we:;
attempted to  discover what this means. The Sa_pfa us& i
supposed to spend 100 years in‘ cach naksatra in s ICEE._S ;
Thisisa pure convention. equivalent to a reckoning 131 ce;-
turies, because the ancient astronomers Lrlww very wellt atht (c]
Sapra Rsis, i.e. the constellation Ursa Major or Great Bear ha
no motion of the kind. 1t is exceedingly probable that the con-
ventinnal motion of the Sapta Rsis through the naksatras Wwas
made to start, like the motions of the planets, with the ﬂr‘sl
naksatra at the date of O Kaliyuga. That first naksatra was in
all probability Krerika and not Asvini nccording_lo the modern
usage. The astronomers of Varahamihira's time knew.that
Krttika was the first naksatra in Vedic times and in quoting a
naksatra for th> Sapra Rsis in the reign of Yudhisthira, they pro-
bably conformed to the ancient usage, rather than to their own
fixation of Asvini as the first naksatra, If so, Magha would be
the eighth naksatra, beginning with Kretika; that is, the entry
of the Rsis into the AMagha naksatra would mean the beginning
of the eighth century reckoned from O Kaliyaga, i.e. from 3102
B.C. This takes us to 2402 B.C., which is not very distant from
2448 B.C., the date recorded in Varahamihira's verse.!

This indicates that there is no real basis of the supposition that
the sages move through each naksatra in a period of one hundred
years and also none for the conventional view that they were in
the naksatra magha in the time of Yudhisthira. Like the first view,
therefore, this view of the date of the war is also not acceptable to
us.

Lokmanya Tilak and many other scholars® hold a third view.
They maintain that the war had taken place in 1400 B.C, This view
is based on the following verse of a purana :*

arafdal @ aEEEfaeEa |
Q3 af ggAw g F4 g AW 0

Indian Ephemeries, Yol, 1, p. 483.

Chiel among them is A.D. Pusalker. See his views in the Vedic Age, p.69.
See Pargiter, Dynasties of the Kali Age, p. 58.

THE BHARATA WAR 41

(A period of 1050 years passed from the birth of Pariksit to the
coronation of Nanda).

We know for certain that the rule of the Nandas was from
364-324 B.C. Pariksit was born soon after the Great War. So it
must have been fought in 1050+364=1414 B.C. (1400 B.C. in
round numbers). A scholar, Kavishwar, has attempted to show that
this very date is intended in the aforccited verse of Varahamihira,
He says : “in mefawrafzaa; ete., Shaddvika means the square of six
or 36. Pancha-dvi denoted 53 Yuta which means their
mutiplication. So the number intended here is 36 multiplied by 55
or 1980. Saka-Kala which is connected with this number is the era
(Saka-Kala) of Yudhisthira and not the era of the Saka (or the
Scythians). He further says that the era started by Yudhisthira
was known as Saka-Kala as is clear from the following verse :

gaaggrmar wafafifga s@aiamT

gaczamazfa 1afaz & o agaE o
udy wangAafda 3fzar aifaea et
qeaifzgwmiaara as) aF ansfemsa o

Varahamihira states in this verse that *when he composed the
Brahatsamhita (in circa 566 A.C.) the year 1930 of Yudhisthira

era was cither current or expired. So the era of that king must
have commenced in 1980-566=1414 B.C.!

Professor Mirashi does not accept these arguments of Kavish-
war and puts forward a strong contradictory case. He says :

This interpretation of Varahamihira's verse is open to several
objections. Sad-dvika-pancha-dvi cannot mean the multiplication
of 36 and 55. Mere juxtaposition of two numbers does not in-
dicate their multiplication. If the multiplication is supposed to
be indicated by the word yuta, it should have preceded pancha,
not followed it. That word qualifies Saka-kala which follows

1. Quoated in JOBI, Vol. XIIL, 1976, pp. 2201,
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/ fore the
and denotes that a_certain number Og)eatia:;af;icrndnsle i
commencement of that erd. Again, ”’mk b b et
the era of Yudhisthira. The expression Saka-ka e By
innumerable inscriptions as denoting the dates S e
starting in A.D. 78. That era was rea!ly s‘tarlcd y. T
king Kaniska, who commenced to reign in thaE year. 1-
usc;! for more than 300 years by the Western Ksatrapas I'I.é 1Eg
in Malwa and Kathiawad and so it can to be known as the Sa 3
cra as they belonged to the Scythian race. That Fra was .us.c
later by several dynasties for a number of centuries unq is in-
variably referred to as the Saka-kala. 1t was only durmg. the
rule uf'the kings of Vijayanagara that it came to be associated
with the name of Salivahana (ancient Satavahanas themselves are
dated in their regnal years, and not according to any era. Asa
matter of fact, the word Saka does not denote the meaning of
‘an era’ in Sanskrit. It has attained that meaning only in recent
times.

He further says : “‘The aforecited verse mentioning the Saka of
Yudhisthira is not old. It is not noticed in any ancient anthology
of verses.  Kavishwar tells me that he has taken it from Khedwal's
book. There also its source has not been indicated. So the sup-
position that the aforecited verse of Varahamihira mentions the
year 1980 of the era of Yudhisthira which was current in the time
of Varahamihira is absolutely unfounded."

There is a fourth view too, which has been advanced by Pargi-
ter in his Ancient Indian Historical Tradition. The scholar opines
that the puranas state that 26 kings reigned between Adhisimakrsna
and Nanda. Taking 18 years as the average duration of a reign,
the interval between the two comes to 26 % 18 =468 years. Maha-
padma Nanda ascended the throne in 382 B.C. So Adhisimakrsna
must have commenced to rule in 468+4382=850 B.C. Adhisi-
makrsna was the great grandson of Janamejaya. So taking the
period from Yudhisthira to Janamejaya to be of 100 years,
Yudhisthira must have begun to rule in circa 8504100=950

Ibid., p 291,
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B.C!

Dr B.B. Lal, an eminent archacologist supports this view of
Pargiter on the evidence of the excavations which he conducted at
Hastinapura.

The Puranas say that during the reign of Nichksu, the son of
the aforementioned Adhisimakrsna, Hastinapura had to be deserted
on account of the Ganga being in spat:.  The people then moved
on to Kausambi (modern Kosam). Lal found evidence of the flood
in the excavations at Hastinapura, and at Kausambi the sume type
of painted grey-ware as at Hastinapura. Their evidence substantia-
tes the description on the Puranas.

But Professor Mirashi feels that both Pargiter and Lal have

taken a low average of I8 or 14 fora generation. Besides, one
cannol be sure about the number of generations stated in the

Puranas,  We find that even in respect of the historical period of
the Satavahans, there is a great divergence in the Puranas in regard
to the number of kings and the total period of their rule, There
is possibility of even a greater mistake in respect of the ecarlier
period which preceded it by more than a thousand years. Besides,
this statement of the Puranas about the number of generations
which intervened between Yudhisthira and Mahapadma Nanda is
contradicted by their other statement that the interval was of 1050
years.* As such, this view cannot be acceptable to us.

- There is the fifth view of some archaeologists like Dr H.D.
Sankalia who believe t hat ‘the great war could not have been
fought before 600 B.C." They say :

Archacological evidence shows that iron was notin regular
use before the sixth century B.C. and unknown before 1100 B.C.
The most prolific use of weapons before this period was a ter-
racotta sling ball found stored in huge quantities behind a defen-
sive mud-brick wall at Mohenjodaro and arrow heads of copper,
bronze, bone and bamboo possibly tipped with poison. The
swords and spear-heads had no sockets and hence these had to
be fastened to wood bamboos or bone shafts. If the Maha-
bharata heroes fought in 1400 B.C. we shall have to suppose

1. Pargiter, Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, pp. 179-83.
2. JoB!I Vol. X111, 1976, p. 292
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that they used insignificant looking microlights, smiﬁl n:;::-:c
heads, sling balls of stone and terracm‘ta (not more than !

inches in diameter and twelve oZ. in weight). The battle then was
a contest between two individuals \\'hos‘c personal. bravery and
skill in handling a mace or even managing a ch::irlol was every-
thing. There could not have beena pitched Tnfantry battle.
The use of the horse was not yet common or \\'Idei?’ documen-
ted; probably it was yoked to chariots, but not n.dden. The
peaple had scanty astronomical knowledge. They did not know
the division of the year into months and of month into days
and of a day into ghadis and palas. This picture of the civiliza-
tion and culture of the period between 3000 and 1000 B.C.
shows that the Great War as described in the Mahabharata
could not have been fought in that age. The Rigveda was not
composed before 1000 B.C. and the war could not have been
fought between this date and 600 B.C. As for the literary refe-

rences, they are incidental and cannot be taken at their face
value.!

This discussion shows that from the painted grey-ware, terra-
cotta sling balls, small arrow-heads, axes without sockets, etc.,
found in the excavation which Sankalia ascribes to the period bet-
ween 1000 and 600 B.C. on the evidence of Carbon-14 tests, he
has informed that the great war could not have been fought in that
period. ‘The civilization indicated by these finds did, no doubt,
exist sometime in India, but it was not of the Vedic age.' No
concrete evidence that it belonged to that age has yet been disco-
vered, The Carbon-14 test is not infallible’. In his article in the
Times of India, dated 19 October 1975, Sankalia also has admitted
that there isone carbon-14 date which does not agree with the
other carbon-14 dates of the painted grey-ware from Hastinapur,

'Besides,' lhc. dates supposed to he denoted by the Carbon-14 are
in conflict with important literary evidence as shown below,

Th.e very basis of Dr Sankalia's argument is incorrect as the
following examination of it by Professor Mirashi would show :

Quoted in ibid., pp. 222-3,
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Dr Sankalia “places the Rigveda in 1000 B.C. His picture of the
Rigveda civilization is contradicted by unimpeachable evidence
of that Veda. The elephant and the horse were not unknown
in the Rigvedic age. There are innumerable references to the
horse. The Asvins derived their name from the horses which
they rode. As for Sankalia's statement that there were only
ducls and no pitched infantry battles, we would draw his atten-
tion to the descriptian of the ‘Dasarajnayuddha’ (the battle of
ten kings) in the seventh Mandala of the Rigveda. In that
battle king Sudas was opposed by ten kings. In describing the
outcome of the battle, the poet says, ‘The loot-seeking Anus
and Druhyus, numbering six thousands and sixty thousands lay

down in eternal slumber, sixty warriors and six more in addi-

tion to them did the same. Had these warriors assembled

there to sec the duels of Sudas with his opponents ? And did so
many thousands perish there asa result of an earthquake ? If
such pitched battles took place in the age of the Rigveda, is it
inconceivable that the Great War took place in the later Vedic
age ?

“Dr Sankalia thinks that the people in that age had no
conception of the year and its division into months, days, ghedikas
and palas. I wonder what evidence he has for this. Not only in
the time of the Bharata War but hundreds of years before in the
age of the Rigveda the Aryans had much greater knowledge of
astronomy. In praising Varuna, one sage says :

#Z AMHI 97T 1

I gTEd:
31 o ITA@EA |

This verse says that Varura not only knows the twelve months
of the years, but also the thirteenth month required to adjust the

lunar with the solar year. I wonder how the archaeologists dare
to make unfounded assertions.”™

In support of his contention, professor Mirashi postulates the
following arguments :
“On the evidence of Carbon-14 tests of the painted grey-ware

1. Ibid., p. 295,
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i date of the Rigveda
: gankalia fixes the da : 1

found at Hastinapufs C. but this s contradicted by the literary
at 900 at most 1000 B " jic literature as pointed out by Winter-
evidence of the entire \; Icmiddlc of the last century Max
nitz long 2go- Abhout td;him at about 500 B. C. absolutely
Muller showed tha‘t Bu 0'-_ the whole of Vedic literature.  For
presupposes Ithc cxlslc‘;‘?tc rature, several centuries must have been
the composition of that ‘fcthc R'ii:\'eda the Aryans were living in
required. In the age © « North-West of India. The
Eastern __\rglumsl:m and SXIIEme < ; It hav
Rigveda contains reference to old and new h)m;:s. e {;““I“ 1ave
taken several centuries for their composition. That Heun ey be-
hind all other works of Vedic literature, its language is much more
archaic than that of the other Vedas, Brahmanas, Aranyakas and
Upanisads, the composition of these w(.)rks must have taken
several centuries. “And yet," says Winternitz, “‘we see that during
the whole of this timz which lasted from the first beginnings till
the last of-shoot of Vedic literature, the Indo-Aryan people con-
quered only the comparatively small stretch of land from
Indua as far as the Ganges. If this advance from the extreme
North-west overinto the Eastern Ganges already took so long,
how many centuries must the conquest of the whole of the Central
and Southern India have taken?” As stated before, there were
settlements of the Aryans in South India in the time of the Buddha
(600 B.C.). Is it likely that this vast country was conquered by the
Aryans in the short span of about 1000—600=400 years 7 But
perhaps nothing but archaeological evidence will convince doubt-
ing archaeologists like Shankalia. So we proceed to state that

evidence.” 6&1«[(}[ 8

“'Again the clay tablets from the archives of the capital of the
ancient Hittite kingdom, which were found in Boghazkoi, included
rt_'cords of treaties concluded by the king of the Hittites and the
king of Mitani at the beginning of the 14 century B.C. The gods
of both kingdoms are invoked as guardians of the treat

o e ngo : ies, and in
e list of gods there appear, besides numerous Babylonian and
Hittite deities, the names of Mitra, Varuna,

f 1 Indra and Nasatyau
{\Asnns)]. The importance of this mention of the gods of the Indo-
Aryans has not been realized by our Indian arch i

deities are not Indo-European, e

not Indo-Iranians. They are purely
Vauli2y]

LEs4  University Library, '
Kurukshetra Universi
KURUKSHETRA. —~
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Indo-Aryan. So the people who worshipped them in Asia Minor
must have gone there from India cither for commerce or for
matrimonial relations. The date of this inscription is fixed as the
beginning of the 14 Cen, B.C. ‘I'his shows that the Vedic hymns
in which we find these gods eulogized must, in any case, be dated
at least a couple of centuries before. The Rigveda which contains
the hymns addressed to these gods could not have been C?mpnicd
as late as 1000 B.C. as supposed by Sankalia on the evidence of
Carbon-14 tests. The sooner Indian archaeologists will realize
the untrust-worthiness of Carbon-14 tests, the better it will be
for their chronological research,™!

A question may be put here : ‘What is then the date of the
Great War 7 We have demonstrated that of the five views about
the date of that war, the first two and the last one are unaccep-
table for the reasons mentioned. The third view that the war was
fought in 1400 B.C. appears probable. In this connection, the

following passage from the Kathaka Sambhita of the Black Yajur-
veda is of great value :

dfacar 4 @awmaa, a I aafaafs ageesmAg amavasad,
aram  aifenmadlsaawg  aifanzr  safqamd gaues’ afaadd
afgeatfa, & a7 "grEferdfa anm=za®

This passage shows that some sages performed a sacrifice in the
Naimisa forest. After its completion, they obtained twenty-seven
young bulls by way of dakshina. Then Baka, son of Dalbna, said
to them, ‘You divide these among yourselves. | shall go to Dhrita-
rashtra, son of Vichitravirya. He will donate a dwelling to me.’
Saying so, he approached him. This shows that Dhritarashtra was
ruling at the time over the Kuru country and was known for his
liberality. This event must be dated bafore the Great War. There
is no reason to doubt the truth of this event. We believe and
there is no evidence to suppose otherwise that the Rigveda was
composed in circa 1600 B.C. at the latest. The Yajurveda, which
represents a considerable change in language and theology, can be

1. Ibia.
2. VIIL 3.65, quoted in lbid p. 297,
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. test.
d in circa 1400 B.C. at the 1atest. _
datcj\:‘r;:;:i isuage which substantiates the above-mentioned

date occurs in the Atharvaveda !

rara ur gafa 2fa a:ai gfesad |
arar afa fa qeafa e T A
mitaea: sfAda qa: 99w qq1 fa=m |
a4: q wzaefa ug oA affEa

These verses eulogize king Pariksit, the grand nephew of
Yudhisthira. He is described as ruling over the Kuru country,
Owing to his benevolent administration, the land is said to be
overflowing with milk and honey. Professor Mirashi says that,
“This passage also points to about the same date.

As shown above, the statement in the Puranas that 1050
years passed from the birth of Parikshit to the corona-
tion of Nanda also corroborates this very date....... Several
post-vedic works contain  incidental references 10 the Great
Wa_r and the personages like Krishna, Yudhisthira, Bhima,
Arjuna, Nakula, Sahadeva, etc. The war itself is mentioned in
the SankhayanaSrauta-Sutra.?

In view of what has been said above, we cannot help but
aoucpt. professor Mirashi’s view that the great war was fought about
the middle of the second millenium. B.C.2

Atharva, XX, 127, 9-10.
JOBI, Vol. X111, p, 297,

This baffling problem has been

| f ) resolved with ,the h .V
Mirashi, for which I express my gratefulness to himclp ahaa

THE AFTERMATH OF THE BHARATA WAR
/,,_/_/—- B

After the Bharata War, Yudhishthira ruled for some time, But
disgusted and demoralized as he was after the great fratricidal strug-
gle, he abdicated the throne. Then Arjund’s grandson Parikshit,
son of Abhimanyu, became king. It is difficult to determine the
exact date of Prikshit's reign, but by a reasonable guess, he seems
to have ruled in circa fourteenth century B.C.}

What was the extent of Pariksit’s kKingdom ?  According to
the Digvijaya-Parva of the Mahabharata, it extended from the land
of the Kulindas (near the sources of the Sutlej, the Yamuna and
the Ganga) tothat of the Shursenas and the Matsyas (in the
Mathura, Jaipur regions respectively) and from the frontier of -
Rohitaka (Rohtak in Haryana), to that of the Panchala (Rohil-
khand).? The kingdom was divided into three parts: (i) Kurn
jangala; (ii) Hastinapur; and (iii) Kurukshetra, The king held
the Kurukshetra region in utmost esteem and maintained his royal
residence at Asandivat,® the modern Asand in Karnal district.

Pariksit’s reign was marked by prosperity and aflluence. We are
informed by the Atharva-veda that here ‘people thrived merrily.™

Pariksit ruled for twenty-four years until his death at 60.*
He had many sons, but the eldest and the ablest of them all,

1. See, H.C. Ray Chaudhari, Political History of Ancient India. pp. 21-22.
2. Ibid., pp. 212,

3. Ibid. Vedic Index, Vol. 1, p. 72.

4. Atharva-veda, tr. Bloomficld, pp. 197-98.

5. Mahabharata, 1, 49, 17-26.
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him. The tradition makes reference to a great
oses that this relates

whom he defeated,

Janamejaya succeeded
snake sacrifice performed by him, but one supp
to his war with the Nagas, probably of Taxila,
Dr H.C. Ray Chaudhari also opines likewise : "Th? convqucst of
Taxila', he says, “by the Kuru king may be an Iustorlcal_ fact,
because king Janamejaya is represented as a great conqueror in the

Brahmanas.™

Janamejaya kept his seat at Asandivat and performed great
yajnas here.! The Sharapatha Brahmana gives interesting glimpses
of the life at Asandivat.? Since his kingdom had extended too far
in the north-western direction, we are informed by the Maha-
bharata, that he also held his court sometime at Taxila and it
is believed that it was here at Taxila that Vaishampayana related
the story of the Bharata War to the king.!

Janmejaya, it is surmised, had ruled for a long time—about
eighty years. After his death, it seems, the Kurus began 1o
experience a fall in their fortunes. They were divided into three
lines—one of them held sway in Hastinapur, the other at Khan-
dava and the third at Asandivat,® i.e., Kurukshetra.

As a result of this division, and other such factors, the Kuruk-
shetra region began to lose its importance. Unfortunately, many
calamities also fell on the Kurus at this time. The Cf.?lrrmdog)';l
upanishad makes a reference to the Kurus being visited by ‘bad luck
and disaster’ and their troops destroved by locusts." The Shraura
Sutra goes still further and tells an interesting story as to how the
Kurus earned the curse of a great Brahmana and had to, therefore
leave this region.? ’

_ The expulsion of the Kurus brought in many tribes into this
region. “Among them”, says Dr Buddha Prakash ‘“‘the Abhiras,
modern Ahirs, were prominent. As I have suggested elsewhere
the Abhiras were probably the same people who are called Ibhri,

1. H.C. Ray Chaudhari, p. 37.

2. Shatapatha Brahmana, tr. Eggeling, V, p. 396.

3. Ihid.

4. Mahabharata, XVI1I, 5.31.

i I(;-Ciﬁ!}‘-“y Chaudhari calls it Oshukara (Hissar), but it should be Asandivat
6. Chh.1, 10, 1.

7. Shr., 10.3,
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or Apiru in Hebrew, Canaanite and Egyptian texts. They were
soldiers, raiders and rebels of miscellaneous origins.! A section
of them seems to have migrated castward and formed the pastoral
tribe called Abirai living near Azerbaijan. Later, some of them
moved in the Herat—Kandhar region where the tract named Abri-
vanis reminiscent of their settlement. From there, they reached
the Indus and thence marched through the Panjab into the Saras-
vati region. According to a tradition, this pure river dried up to
aviod their foul touch. That they spread terror in this region in
the aftermath of the debacle of the Kurus in manifest from the
story of their having abducted the Yadava woman whom Arjuna
was escorting from Saurashtra after the fratricidal annihilation of
the Yadavas.””! The fact that they could foil the prowess and stra-
tegy of even the invincible Arjuna shows their great energy, strength
and cohesion.?

Like Ahirs, another tribe of Jats also settled in Kurukshetra

at that time.

They are the same as the Jatioi who, according to Ptolemy,
lived with the Takharoi in the northern part of the valley of the
Jaxartes around Tashkent. They moved into the Panjab and
occupied Shakala (Sialket), the capital of the Madaras, The
AMahabharata calls them Jartas,Jaretikas and denounces their out-
clandish character. They spread over considzrable parts of North
India and became part and parcel of the people of Haryana.?

In their wake or along with them other Asian people descen-
ded this region. Among them :

The Iranian Yautiya, who came to be known as Yaudheyas
and whose modern descendants the Dahiyas and Dehas, con-
stitute important Jat gotras, and the Afghan tribes called Rohas,
whose modern remnants the Rohils, also form part of the Jats,
as well as the Prarjunas or the Arjunayanas now represented by
the Jat gotra of Juna, may be particularly mentioned. The
meeting and mixing of all these tribes of varied origins and

Political and Svcial Movements in Ancient Panjab, p. 132,
Brahma Purana, Ch, 212, pp. 810; Mahabharata, XV1. 8, 17-18,
See Buddha Prakash, Haryana Through the Ages, pp. 11-12.

et b -
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52 i
le of Kurukshetra a singular breadth
v which made them sturdy agriculturists am'l cattle-
fod oy rone fighters and conquerors. The genesis: of thie
5 lg

sand st H -
bﬂ:ﬁ:;a acrarian orientation of the people of this region can be
r S

traced to that period.!

complexes gave the peop

These people developed a great love for self-rule a_nd managed
their affairs through oligarchical rather than m?narchlcal govern-
ment. The Buddhist sources refer to them as Kuru Sangha.

This sort of arrangement lasted for several centuries. The
Greek historian Arrian bespeaks of its existence in his time (about
3rd century B.C.) in the following words :

It was reported that the country beyond the Hyphasis (Beas)
was exceedingly fertile and that the inhabitants were good agri-
culturists, brave in war, and living under an excellent system of
government; for the multitude was governed by the aristocracy
who exercised their authority with justice and moderation. [t
was also reported that the people there had a greater number of
elephants than the other Indians and that those were of superior
size and courage.?

Many foreign invaders feared these war-like people. It is
popullarly believed that the military proficiency and particularly
the vigour fof ]thc elephants crops of these people ‘deterred the
veterans of Alexander’s arm iski i i
Moyl o y from riskinga plunge into their

After Alexander’s retreat, we witness the rise of the imperial
Maur:.lyas. Chandragupta, the founder of this house (319 B.C.)
occupied _thc Kurukshetra region, Inthe absence of any di.rec-t
evidence, it is difficult to say what sort of administrative :;rrangc-
m‘cnts’wer: made here by Chandragupta, but this much can be
said with certainty that he held this region in great esteem and did
all l‘hat he could to improve its position. The following account
coming frm.n Megasthenese, the Greek ambassador at his court
confirms this view ; “Thijs region on the banks of Sarasvati whic};

is called Kurukshetra is beautiful and peaceful. Art, literature

Ibid , p. 12,

LW.M. Crindle, Invasion of India by
1 ¥ Alexandra th
3, Buddha Prakash, Haryana Through the Ages, :! ”e SRR,

1,
2

R

THE AFTERMATH OF THE BHARATA WAR 53

are flourishing here under the state partronage.'
E\'cn Ashoka who had embraced Buddhism added to the

_greatness of Kurukshetra by a Stupa (at Thanesar) and by placing

ﬁﬁq’thcrcin the sacred, remains of the Buddha. This shows that at

k

~this time, apart from being a great rirtha of the Hindus, the place

became a centre of the Buddhists sacred activities.?_

After the fall of the Maurayas, when the foreign peoples
like the Bactrians, Greeks, Parthians, Scythians, etc. spread
confusion in "North India, the Kurukshetra region also suffered,
although there is no evidence that any of these invaders caused
any damage to the holy place. In any case, however, there must
have been some chaos and confusion all around and the people of
Kurukshetra might have been disturbed. But this state of affairs
remained only for ashort while and after sometime, the people
emerged with renewed vigour as a free people.?

Soon after, however, another powerful invader Kushana came, -
who, defeating the Yaudheyas, established their sway over lhlis/
reign. This sway lasted for about thirty years, but after the death
of their great king Huviska, the people regained their freedom.

In the last quarterrof the 4th century A.D., Samudragupta__.
occupied Kurukshetra, The Gupta king and his successors, it
seems, made all possible efforts to add to the prestige and glory
of the great rirtha. Kalidasa, the court poet of Vikramaditya
confirms this point when he showers praise on Kurukshetra,*

~After the fall of the Guptas, Kurukshetra shared the chaotic
conditions which prevailed in North India for some time. But
this did not, in any way, cause any damage to the cultural glory
and honour of the tirtha, though it might have reduced the material
prosperity of its people to some extent. But fortunately this
situation did not last long; there arose at Thanesar a powerful
dynasty of Pushpabhutis who brought great benefits to the holy
TCSIUI’I.

Strabo, XX, C. 11 F.

The Stupa is not traceable now,

Buddha Prakash, p. 14,

See, for instance, the verses ftom his Meghaduta, Purvamegha put in praise
of Kurukshetra.

il &



THE HEY-DAY OF PUSHPABHUTI GLORY

The rise of the Pushpabhutis of Thanesar is a very important
event in the history of Kurukshetra, This dynasty had a series of
illustrious monarchs who added great glory to Kurukshetra, The
founder of this dynasty of Thanesar was a Shavite political leader

of this place. His name was Pushpabhuti. He was a great war-
rior, an able administrator and a good ruler. Bana, the court poet

of Harsha says that he was ‘like Indra Incarnate’, ‘a bow support-

ing all varna'. “Meru-like in attribute of a golden nature’, “mandard-

like in attracting the glory of Lakshmi', ‘ocean-like in observing
proper bounds’, ‘cther-like in the noising abroad of his fame or
manifesting sound’, ‘moon-like in his receptivity for arts’, ‘Veda-
like in truthful speech’, ‘carth-like in supporting all mankind’,
‘wind-like in s¢weeping away the bad passions of all kinds', ‘a
Guru in speech’, ‘a Prithu in breast’, ‘a Visala in intellect’, a Janka
in asceticism’, ‘a Sujatra in splendour’, ‘a Sumantra in secred

c?uncil‘. ‘a Buddha in station’, ‘an Arjuna in brilliance’, ‘a Bhisma

fmh a bow', ‘a Nisadha in frame’, ‘a Shatrughna in battle’, 'a Shura
In vanquishing the armies of heores’.* This description is no doubt

much exaggerated, but one may safely conclude from it that Push-

pabhuti was indeed a great man,

. It is suggested by historians that Pushpabhuti probably started
his career as a feudatory of the Gupta kings, and after the fall of
the Guptas, made himself an independent king. It is difficult_to
date this king. But we can hazard a guess on the basis of cpigriﬁﬂi;

1, Bana, Harshacharita Eng. tr. Cowel-Thomas p. 84
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evidence. We find that three generations had ruled over the
Kingdom of Kurukshetra from the time of Naravardhana to Pra-
bhakara Vardhana. 1If we allot the approximate period of nearly
twenty years to each ruler as is usually done in ancient India, we
come to the following chronology of the Pushpabhuis :

1. Naravardhana (c. 505 to 526 A.D.) ‘
Rajyavardhana 1 (c. 526 to 545 A.D.)
Adityavardhana (c. 545 to 565 A.D.)
Prabhakarvardhana (c. 565 to 605 A.D.)
Rajyavardhana 11 (c. 605 to 606 A.D.)
6. Harshavardhana (c. 606 10 647 A.D.)

ke 0 B

Between Pushpabhuti, the founder and Naravardhana (¢ 505—526)
there is a gap of about forty to fifty years, and we can say that two
or three rulers would have ruled in the frllcn‘cning period.  Thus
Pushpabhuti comes to rule from about A.D. 455 to A.D. 475

It appears reasonable to conclude that :

Pushpabhuti, taking an advantage of the political instability
that the invasion by the Pushyamitra and the Hunas against the
ageing sovereign Kumaragupta I, established his own small king-
dom. But we have seen that Skandagupta, indomitable per-
sonality soon crushed these enemies and re-established the law
and order in the empire and thus granted a further lease of
life to his dynasty. Therefore, Pushpabhuti and his two or three
immediate successors could neither make any further attempts
to become independent, nor could they extend their territorial _
limits. And probably for their insignificant roles they do not
find mention either in literary traditions or in family records.?

. This is based on Harshacharita and the Sonepat Seal of Harsha.
Compare it with B.N. Sharma’s statement : **1f we examine the question
further, we do not find any possibility of taking back the reign of Pushp-
abhuti still beyond the year 455 A.D.  Any such possibility of taking back
the emergence of Pushpabhuti beyond this date can be ruled out on simple
ground that any such attempt of carving out any political entity in the life
time of Kumaragupta I, or durieg the reign of his immediate predecessors

Chandragupta 11, and Samudragupta was not possible™ (Harsha and His
Time, pp. 83-9),

2. Ibid., p. 89,
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his dynasty appear in the records.

arvardhana (c. 505-526) who was
family into prominence. Nar.

is shows that he certainly enjoyed

5o S5 is dificult to know, however, what
a superior pol:ttczlf[;]?:u;?:éd{.lnzs\:‘as. scnmkelly rel oy
e cxa;‘:“. t;t::l: around Thanesar, his capital.
" :Iarvardlmna was succeeded by his son Eﬂ__.l,)'i“‘_ﬂ‘rd:‘a?‘a I (f‘“ 526
-545) born “by his queen V"J“‘“'de"" He 15 800, 30 ,c 0 st
devout worshipper of the Sun.” He entered Into a matrimonial
alliance with the later Guptas. This shows that he further added
to the political power of his raj.* .

Rajyavardhana was succecded by his son Adityavardhana (c.
545-565), by his queen Apsara Devi. This king married Maha-
senagupta Devi, sister of Mahasenagupta, the ruler of the later
Gupta dynasty. Dr R.C. Majumdar thinks that this alliance
marked a definite step in his rise to power and importance,®

Adityavardhana was succeeded by his son Prabhakarvardhana
(c. 565-605), born by his queen Mahasenagupta. He assumed the
title of Maharajadhiraja.' Buhler observes that “he must have
been an independent sovereign and a man of some consequence.”
He in fact owed his prosperity to his valour, for we are told
by an inscriptional account that his ‘fame passed beyond four
oceans (Charussamudra tikkrantakirtih)™™. He was ‘a lion to Huna
deer, a burning fever to the king of Sindhu, a troubler of the sleep
of Gurjaras, a bilious plague to that scent-elephant, the lord of
Gandhara, a looter to or destroyer of the lawlessness of latas, and
an axe to creeper of Malva’s Lakshmi, i.e., fortune or sovereignty.'s

‘ Prabhal_(ar's encounter with the Hunas was indeed a great affair.
HI.S son Rajyavardhana had done this job for him, however. By
this conquest and others, Prabhakaravardhana must have certainly

But thereafter, the ki?gs nrr:'
The Sonepat seal mcntl-ons!_
probably the first to hr1|_1g‘ 1;;
vardhana is called ‘Maharaja..

1. Banais silent on this point,
anywhere else.

Some scholars treat him as a feudar i i
s udatory of the Guptas, but there is no evi-
R.C. Majumdar, The Classical Age, p. 97,

See Epigraphia Indica, Vol. 1, pp. 72.73

1bid., p. 69, o=

Bana, p. 101,

Nor do we have any other reference to it
2.

Suaw
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‘raised himself to considerable eminence’, and won much political
glory in North Indian politics.!

His other victories, as mentioned previously, must have added
still further to his power and prestige. We believe, therefore, the
statement of Vincent Adam Smith that these wars were ‘successful’
and it was by them that Prabhakaravardhana enhanced his status
and prestige considerably.? C.V. Vaidya also supports Smith and
says that he was ‘undoubtedly the premier king of Northern India’
who ‘defeated and humbled’ the powers as referred to in the
Harsacharita. About A.D. 605, he was ‘by far the most powerful
king in Hindustan and he was well justified in assuming the titles
of Maharajadhiraja, Paramabhattaraka, and Pratapasila?®

Prabhakaravardhana died in the year A.D. 605 and was suc-
ceeded by his son Rajyavardhana, But Rajyavardhana’s reign was
very short—he was killed by Shashanka, the cruel ruler of Gauda, at
Kanauj where he had gone to help his sister Rajyashri’s husband,
in AD. 606. Since Rajyavardhana had died childless, his brother
Harshavardhana succeeded him.

Harsha was the second son of Prabhakaravardhana. He was
born at Thanesar ‘in the month of jyestha, on the 12th day of the
dark fortnight, the pleiads being in his ascendant, just after the
twilight time when the young night begane to climb.* This date
corresponds 1o Sunday, the 4th June A.D. 590 (about 10 p.m. in
the night).”

Harsha’s early life was remarkable. With his elder brother,
Rajyavardhana and sister Rajyashri he had very nice time. His
father made arrangements for the best type of education for all ﬁis/
children. Harsha was the most outstanding of all. Besides learning
Sanskrit and other arts and sciences, he also mastered politics.//
military science and other such subjects. He became adept in
horse riding, swordfighting and archery.® g

Harsha ascended the throne of Shrikantha Janapada in A.D.

See Pannikar, Shri Harsha of Kanauj, pp. 9-10.
Early History of India, p. 349.

History of the Medieval Hindu India, Vol. 1, p. 1.
Bana, p. 109,

Vaidya, Yol. 1, p. 43,

Bana, p. 118,

= u.\t-}-a 1=
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He was a Testless soul even then. On
i renge his brother's death

.o the crown, Harsha decided to ave _
:;sdun:ESi:hcthc kin’n of Gauda. He, therefore, enter_ed into an
alliance with Bhaskaravarman, king of Kamarupa [mﬂ moder'n
Assam), and Madhavagpta of Malwa and Magadha. With their

he punished Shashank, the king of Gauda.! ,
heip'l_atcrr) on Harsha planned to conquer the whole Pf India. He
wanted to revive the days of the old Gupta empirc. Within a period
of six years, he brought the whole of North India under his sway,
including Nepal and perhaps Kashmir. With the defeat of the
king of Vallabhi, he became the overlord of Anandpura, Cutch,
Saurashtra and Western Malwﬂ

His almost completely victorious career suffered from one
defeat. This was at the hands of Pulakeshin 11, the powerful
ruler of the Chalukya dynasty in the South  Pulakeshin was the
lord of the south, just as Harsha was of the north. Harsha
could not, however, endure the existence of a rival and therefore
marched against the Chalukya Kingdom. But the Chalukyas
defended the passes on the Narbada so well that Harsha had to
retire unsuccessfully (620 A.D.). Thereafter, the two kingdoms
co-existed peacefully.®

Harsha was in any case a ‘king of kings’, an emperor of the
vast territories of North India, stretching frem Kashmir to Narbada
and f‘r_om Sind to Assam. He had two capitals, Thanesar and
Karf:n.u. the latter being more favoured. Harsha's rule was not a
tcn:lbly strict one. Most of the former kingdoms were left to
their rulers, who were merely feudatory vassals of the emperor.
They were, however, scared of the might of Harsha and would
not dare to raise a finger against him, Harsha himself toured in
his territories, and took care 1o see that

‘"ﬂ}?‘:gﬁ] !:)lisr :ﬁ\i::sl‘ﬂ;m/:ngoornchic:]ulg aSPP_IDach him for justice.?
mission which he w . v o con.qucst?.but .
e would carry out to the best of his ability. It
Was no wonder, therefore, that peace and order prevailed c\:'cr -
wht_trc. Crime was not known and the country passed thmughya
period of happiness and prosperity. Harsha indeed deserves a

1. For Harsha's conquests see B.N
3 i - Sharma, pp. 163.94,

3. Ibid.

606 at the age of sixteen.

people were properly
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high place along with the great Ashoka, Chandragupta and Samu-
dragupta as a great ruler of ancient India.!

Harsha was a Hindu and a devotee of Shiva, But he was at
the same time an admirer of Buddhism too. His was a catholic
mind and he gave equal respect to the learned mzn of both
religions. He fed daily 500 Brahmanas along with 1,000 Buddhist
monks. He prohibited the Killing of animals throughout his empire.
He also built a number of monasteries and rest-houses for itinerant
religious people.®

Scholars from different countries visited Harsha's court,
He received a religious delegation from China. It was during his

time that the celebrated Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang, a great
Master of law visited India. The learned visitor who was a
personal guest of Harsha, has left his eye-witness account of the
peace, progress and prosperity in the empire of Harsha. On his
authority we know that Harsha held every five years an assembly of
people. One such was held in A.D. 643 at Prayag. It was at-
tended by twenty kings, besides thousands of Buddhists, Jains and
Brahmnanas. By a rough estimate the assembly was attendsd by
five lakhs of pecople. At the end of it, Harsha distributed to the
assembly the wealth he had collected over the previous five years.”

Harsha was himself a scholar and although he wus so busy
with conquests and administration, he found time to write dramas
like Nagananda, Ratnavali and Priyadarshika. The great writers of
the day received his patronage—they were Bana, Mayura, Hara-
datta and Jayasena. Of these writers, Bana wrote Harshacharita, a

biography of Harsha.!

To sum up, Harsha was one of the greatest emperors of anti-
quity. Like Ashoka, he was tolerant towards all religions. Like
Chandragupta, he was a great emperor; like Samudragupta a great
man of letters and a patron of learning. He died in A.D. 647,

Life in Harsha's days was very comfortable and pleasant at
Kurukshetra. Bana gives a vivid and lively description of the con-
temporary life hare. After showering all praise on the Janapada,

1bid., pp.238-74.
1hid., pp. 398-431.

See Hiuen Tsang's Travels, edited by Waters,
See B.N. Sharma, pp. 291-317.

Fodlt ol e
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it was ‘blessed

hanesar that it was ‘b

-histori says about T . '

"?; Pl:’“i:'l:)srtlflf;mﬁrsl}youlh. with sweet frngianct-h of 1:\’:1_\

i{‘ ":‘r_c in diverse pleasances, bcd‘:ckcd like 1: road to

i y m with many myriads of buff.llos stained

i whitened at its borders like a part

ling in saffron, ; ) : e
:r)?::er:elcs;ial realm with yak-rail flappers shaken by ;hc winds,
blazing to all the ends of heaven, like the encampment © Kritaage,

with thousands of flaming sacrificial fires; alloying all inauspicious
signs like the Brahma, world’s first descent by the mcd?l.:nmn. of
Brahmarishis scated in the posture of thoughl., thronged Il!;c a m_-al
to the North Kurus with hundered of great rivers uplrcnnous with
tumult surpassing Tripura as it were in ha.\'m_g all its chJplc un-
acquainted with the devastating might of Shiva s arrow, bright like
the replica of the moon world, with rows of white hou?cs plastered
with stucco, like a claimant to the name of Kubera’s city, oppress-
ing the werld with clanking ornaments of wine flushed beauties™.!

Going a little further Bana gives a graphic description of the
diferent people’s estimate of Thanesar. He says : ‘Sages entitled
it a hermitage, courtesans a lover’s retreat, actors 1 concert hall,
foes the city of death, seckers of wealth, the land of philosopher's
stone, sons of the sword, the <oil of heroes, aspirants to knowledge,
the preceptor’s home, singers, the gandharva’s city, scientists, the
great artificers” temple, merchants, the land of profit, bards, the
gaming house, good men, the gathering of the virtues, refugees, the
cage of adament, libertines the rogue’s meet, way fares the reward
of their good deeds, treasure seekers the mine, quietists, the Bud-
dhists monastery, lovers, the apsara’s city, troubadours, the festival
congress, Brahmanas the stream of wealth.”™*

Talking about the women folk of Thanesar, Bana puts it thus :
“There are women like elephants in gait, yet noble minded; vir-
gins, yet attached to worldly pomp, dark, yet possessed of rubies,
their faces are brilliant with white teeth, vet is their breath perfumed
with the fragrance of wine, their bodies are like crystal, yet their
limbs are soft as acaua flowers; they are unattainable by paramours,
yet robed in bodies, wide are their beautiful hips, yet are possessed
of thin waists, lovely are they, yet honeyed in speech; they trip
not, yet have a bright and captivating beauty; they are without

1. DBana, 81 (1.
2, Ibid.
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curiosity, yet wedded. Their eyes are a nalural mundamals wreat)
the gaflands o!’ lotus leaves are herea mere burden. The images
o!' their curb in the convex of their checks are carpendants that
give no trouble: .....The talk of their dear ones forms happy, ear-
omnqcnts; rings and the like are but affection Their cheeks
also give pc.rps:tunl ?un-shinc; for pomp only have they jewelled
lamps by night. Tribes of bees attracted by their breath are their
beautious veils, the duty of noble women, their hair nets.  Their
voices are above their sweet flutes, harp-playing is but an irrele-
vant accomplishment. Laughs are their exceedingly fragrant per-
fumes needless is the camphor power. The gleam of their lipsis
a more brilliant cosmetic, saffron unguent is a worthless blot upon
their loveliness. Their arms are the softest of playfully smiting
wands, purposeless are lotus, stalks. Drops of the sweat of youthful
warmth are their artful warmth as their artful bosom ornaments,
necklace but a burden. Their laps are broad squares of crystal
slabs for their lovers; jewelled couches in their mansions a need-
less mean of repose.  Bees clinging in greed for such lotuses are
their resonant foot ornaments, useless are anklets; domestic Kala-
bamsas. summoned by the tincle of their anklets are the unfailing
companions of their walks; attendants are but the accidents.”™

To conclude, the Kurukshetra region was verily a heaven on
carth. The people here were rich and happy. Education and
learning were being promoted. Thanesar wasa greal centre of
activity. These were indeed the hey-days of the Pushpabhuti glory.

But, unfortunately, after Harsha's death (A.D. 647), since he
had no successors, there arose a civil war among his chiefs and
nobles, and this represented the last nail in the coffin of the great
empire.

1, Ibid.
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e
é{ After the death of Harsha, Kurukshetra seem to have suffered an
\-“*eczipse. Its days of glory were gone. But this is not to suggest
that it had ceased to command respect in the popular Hindu mind.
They, in fact, kept on holding it in great esteem as a sacred place,
The region lost its imperial glory. But that is all,

The absence of the strong government of the Pushpabhutis must
have caused some chaos too. This must have been settled by
some insignificant ruling dynasty, for we do not have any
reference to this region for quite some time after Harsha's deatl,
This condition scems to have continued for about a century
or 50.

The first reference to Kurukshetra after Harsha’s death is' of
?he time of Yashovarmana of Kanauj. His court poet Vakpati
informs us that his king had gone to Shrikantha Janapada (Kuruk-
shetra) during his digvijaya.! It is difficult to give an exact date of
this happening, but historians surmise it to be sometime near A.D
730. This account does not make mention of any ruler of .ﬂn;
Shrikantha Janapada fighting with Yashovarmana. This shows that

at that time the region was ruled b :
. y some small, weak k
did not come to contest. L:ng who

; T]l(lclrulc ‘ol' thel Kanauj king was short-lived, for we know
rom Kalhana's Rajararangini that he was defeated by Lalitaditya

1. See his Gaudavaho for details.

\

. — ., ™
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Muktapida of Kashmir in the year 733.'  Kurukshetra thus passed
@under the sway of the Kashmirians. But the Kashmirians were
31}46{ not destined to rule over the Dharmakshetra for a long time.

The Pratiharas ousted Muktapida from here. The leader of
the Pratiharas was Magabhatta I of Ujjain. =

The Pratihara ruler, it is evident, could not have controlled the
= ,ﬁ“qdestigie; of such a distant region like Kurukshetra from Ujjain,

A Therefore, he appointed a local chief for this purpose. He was Jaula
of the Pehowa inscription. The word Raja which this gentleman
has used for him in the inscription shows that after sometime
he became independent of the Pratihara control and assumed
sovereign power.*

Jaula established his headquarters at Anangpur on the banks
of the Yamuna and laid the foundation of the Tomara rule in
Haryana. He is also known as Anangpala 1.7

Kurukshetra flourished under the Tomaras for fifty-eight years

follows :! S
as H _ﬁ
Anangpala I = 736 to 754.
Vasudeva = 75410 771,
Gangadeva = 773 to 794,
f'l In the times of Gangadeva's successor, Prithvimala (794-814),

the Tomaras suffered the loss of their sovereignty at the hands of

Dharampala, the Pala king of Bengal (770-810). Dharampala,

however, did not finish the Tomara rule; he kept it intact on
the condition of accepting his overlordship, which the Tomara ruler

did with great pleasure.®,

Dharamapala’s successor, Devapala (810-850) also kept his

hold over this region, but after him there came the deluge. Itis

\ believed that the Tomara ruler Udairaj (849-875) made capital of
} this situation and became independent. His successor Aprichhadeva
(875-897) was also an independent king. Some scholars believe

1. Rajatarangini, 4, 144-45.

2, For details see H.P, Dvivedi. Dilli ke Tomora, pp. 180-7,
3. Ibid., pp. 188-95.

4. Ibid., p. 196,

5. Ibid,, pp. 196.9,
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that after Pala’s extinction, the Pratiharas made the Tomaras their
feudatories, but latest rescarches have rejected such beliefs.!

It was not in fact the Pratihara power but the Chauhanas of
Sakambhari who wanted t0 capitalize on this situation. In the
inscriptions of that age, we come across the latter’s struggle with
the Tomaras. But it seems these strugeles did not bear any fruit
and the Tomaras remained as sovereign rulers of Haryana.?

(This situation remained up to the end of tenth century. Buy
in the beginning of the succeeding century, a fierce invader from
Ghazni caused immense problems for the Tomara kings. This
fierce invader was Mahmud who launched his attack on Thanesar,
the nerve centre of the Kurukshetra region in October 104,

When his ally and feudatory Trilochanpal, son of Anandpal
of Panjab, learnt the news of this attack, he offered to deliver
fifty elephants if the Sultan spared Thanesar,® which was held in
great veneration by the Hindus for its idol named Chakraswamin.!
But the Sultan declined to alter his plans. Another Raja named
Ram,® ruler of Dera® also made some efforts in this direction
But when he failed, he advanced at the head of a large army lo.
contest the passage of the river Sutlej, nmear the place where it
reaches the plains.” Ram took up-a well forified position alon
the bank of the river with his rear resting on a hill and his frongt
p_loteclcd _ by a line of elephants. The Sultan ordered two divi-
sions of _hls army to cross the river at different fords and to carr
out a simultancous attack on the enemy's wings. Ram's mcy
fought bravely and held their ground firmly, In the evening, ho I'I
ever, when the Sultan launched an irresistible attack, Ram':' ar::::r

1. Ibid.
2. Ibid,
:. gl:bi. Tarikh-i-Yaimini, p. 264,
. bc::r:-;‘:“i:nﬂt:‘n'ns ‘the Lqrd of the wheel’. It was believed to have
i e time n? R.illjl Bharat as a memorial of the wars connected
g B ar;:lc SeeIAJ'_bJrum': India, Yol. 1, p. 117; and Gardizi, p. 70
ay mn;cp;,[ 1;. llim?n gives :m_accnunt of the battle but does no.t ;nc:';fi-un
Lo ¢ Raja. Ram is again mentioned by Gardizi. p. 104, wh
i ;‘s _alcd 1$lha\'e done homage to Sultan Masud o E
: rdizi, p. 71. Dera may probabl i ifie
ardi: 3 ¥ be identificd with i
. 3:;1}1:;1 ;{;sng};atcl: wl;lh Deohra, capital of Jubbal Ha:;l?a:;::la Soes
- Uthi, p. . But he does not mention the n. 2y atlej
q : c ; ame of the rive i
» however, the only river which fits in with the dcscriptir;l\i ;[?::;tul.:hu

W
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gave way. The Sultan won the day but his loss on the field of
battle was much heavier than that of the vanquished enemy.!

The Sultan now continued his march to Thanesar. The
Tomara Raja, Jaipala tried to form a confederacy of the kings of
North India to fight the invader and he issued appeals to this
effect to all the kings. But his appeal bore no fruit, and he had
to fight the encmy single-handed on the banks of the Markanda,
probably a little above Shahabad. The invader might have thought
that on the general route at Shahabad the Tomara ruler might have
made ample defensive preparations.  Thus it was little above
Shahabad that he crossed the river and fought with Jaipal.

Lo In the fierce fight on the banks of the Markanda, Mahmud's

army carricd the day. Now the victors entered Jhanesar unopposed
and plundered it. The idol of Chakraswamin was torn away from
the place where it had received for ages the homage of countless
multitudes, and was transported to Ghazni and cast into the public
square, wholesale destruction of the city was effected and every
house was looted.?

After Mahmud's return, the Tomara chief Jaipala must
have shed many sad tears on sezing Thanesar—-The tirtharaja
Kurukshetra's heart lying in ruins. He must have also done some-
thing to revive it, if not to return it to its former glorious position.
But since no account is present which could throw light on his
renovating activities, we have to contend ourselves by only guessing
in this respect.

Jaipala ruled over the Kurukshetra region up to 1021. He
was succeeded by Kumarapala (1021-1051). The most important
event of his reign is the attack of Masud, the son and successor of
Mahmud Ghazni. Thanesar was once again the theatre of great
devastating activity. Theson repeated the story of his father.®

Kumarapala could not digest the insult and this was true of
ceveral other rulers of northern India. Therefore, in 1043, they
formed a confederacy' and attacked the Ghaznivites. This time,

1. Uthi, p. 265; Gardizi, p. 7L

2. Gardizi, p, 71; Al-biruni, Vel 1, p.. Y175 Tarikh-i-Ferishta, Vol. 1, pp.
27-31.

3. Dvivedi, p. 232.

4. The Chauhanas, Paramaras and Kalachuris formed the confederacy.
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he Indian onslaught was too powerful and the Ghaznivites tasteq
defeat. The Kurukshetra region, as also other territories adjoinin,
it, became independent.! »
But unfortunately at this juncture the Tomara chjer
Kumarapala died in an action (1051).® But the banner of frccdc,:
was kept aloft by his successor Anangpala® (1051-81). All activig; .
religious, cultural and also political proceeded in a normal fash; "
But this peaceful era did not last long. Tt came to be dism:}?n'
afier Anangpala’s death in 1081, This time the disturber nrtfd
peace was not an invader from outside India. He was the ]lc
of Kashmir—Kalasa,® who is well known for his con s
(viyyas) Quests
B i e i
! i ¥ (vaiskrtablvo), mention;
hl’s successes against a number of chiefs around his ki S
Bilhana, who was a contemporary of Kalasa, has al i \ogsiaim,
details of his conquests in his l’:‘kramanka;dera .-'J s
mentioned his campaign in the valley of the reanm_* He has
Yamuna and stated that ‘that con : henab and the
P queror of the whole eart]
11.1c_¢:arth with his fame resembling the A
inits whi , Fiiial
(inits white glory) reached Kurukshetra where {he earning of

fame of the lord of the Kurus (Dury
i / vodhana) droppin
almi:;rﬂi;:(:::c;t:]:;tlc;frll\harrlla, the third commmdcr-iipclﬁcffri}nf] t]h_c
e g mmc llows of arrows of Arjuna, sank jn the m'“S
e i paign ensured his supremacy up to the balrli
i ; . ; poet says, “The mass of his army who hn
i ,lq a_ ed of the Yamuna, which on account :_xd
colour, ocked’thc playfully dishevelled hair of lh: ea[:trll lts

t filling
Himalayas or Ses:magi

Dvivedi, p, 232,
Ibid., pp. 232.33,
;chis called Anangpala 11,
K. Majumdar j ies i
Pk, ot l;\.ri;;t;i:;m the Cultural History of India, pp, 217-18
1bid., XV111, 63. e |
Ibid., XVII, 62,
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At this very time, there was another blow on the Tomaras,
They were attacked by the Chauhanas from the south. This
double attack must have unhinged the Tomaras, compelling them
1o devise some other policy for survival. It appears that they tried
{0 incite the Ghaznivites to withstand this pressure. Professor
Dasaratha Sharma has suggested that from the eleventh century,
the Tomaras had allied themselves to the Muslim rulers and he
quotes the Parsvanathacharira of Srivara to prove that Anangpala
111 helpzd the Hammiravira® or the Muslim ruler of the Yamini
house.

That the Lohara rulers of Kashmir had to contend with the
Mulims after Kalasa's aforesaid expedition into Haryana is
manifest from the remark of Bilhana that his son Utkarsa and the
younger brother of Harsha, having placed the earth as the forepart
of his army, made it quite free from the imprints of the blows of
the hoofs of the horses of Mleccha kings. But it appears that the
Tomaras and the Ghaznivites succeeded in cornerning the Lohara
chiefs of Kashmir, particularly the circumstances of strife and
dissension which overtook them soon afterwards.?

But meanwhile, the Chauhana became a formidable power
under their great ruler Prithviraja 111, Driving away all obstacles
‘like chaf before the wind', they occupicd the most part of Haryana
and by 1880, Kurukshetra had become a part of the Chauhana
kingdom. The Tomaras went into oblivion for all time to come.

1. Rajasthan Bharati, Parts 34, pp. 17-26.
2. Journal of Haryana Studies, Vel. 11, p. 16.
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THE SHADOW OF THE CRESCENT

The Chauhana ruler Prithviraja Il was, all the while, busy cﬂhar}-
cing and consolidating his empire. It is but nu.lural that he ‘dld
not find time to turn his attention to the revival of the ancm.u
glory of the Kurukshetra, Nor did destiny scem to have been in
any way kind towards the tirtharaja, for a ﬁ‘::rco:' storm now
came from the north-west and added to the miseries of Kuruk-
shetra,  Sahibuddin Muhammad, the ruler of Ghor, defeated

Prithviraja I11 at the historic battlefield of Taraori in 1192 ang
occupied this region.!

On Muhammad Ghuri's death in 1206, his slave Qutbuddin
Aibak became the master of the holy region. This slave-noble
proclaimed himself a king,

got the Khutba read in his name and
began to rule northern India from Lahore.? Soon, however, the
royal headquarters were shifted 1o Delhi.

Neither this king, nor any
of his successors until Razia's time, seem to have taken any notice
of Kurukshetra, The people on their part might have their best to
rehabilitate the old glory of the holy land, but there are po positive
evidences to give any detailed account of thejr activities, The
reason for this may be that the activities of
under cover of secrecy, for the Muslim
em. This,
» must hav

the people were
rulers and their officials
along with so many other

¢ made the pcople unhappy

might have not liked 1
politico-economic reasons

1. For details s:¢  Kurukshetra University Research
pp. 91-92,

9

Journal, vol. VI, No. 1,
= On 24 July 1206,
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with the Muslim rule and they must have been always on the look-
out to find some chance to end it.

The discontented people got a chance to play their part in the
time of Razia (1236-40), when she was facing a revolt. The people

of Kurukshetra killed her at Kaithal,! and they were independent

of the Muslim sway. But, unfortunately, this situation did not

last long and the Slave armies soon brought the people under their
control, This situation lasted for several dccad;s. The stfong-
hold of the Khaljis and then of the Tughlags did not permit the
people to bring about any change. ‘ .

There is a very interesting story about the time of FITOI
Tughlaq in the Mirat-i-Sikandari* \\;luch has some connccnc:n-
with two important personages of. }\uruksl}e_tr:l. It runs tl'.m(i
One day Sultan, while on his hunting C.".ptdl[llorl, was scr'!aralic .
from his army. After the sunsct, he went in sea.rci} of a pl...m‘
to take rest. He hesitated on seeing some people sitting outside
a village near Thanesar town.  After gcltmg. down from lh-:. h(:-rsc
he sat among these people. He took out his socks fmm his elet
in order to relax for some time When he was taking _oﬂ' the
socks, one man saw his later portion of _foot._ He was 1 \\'l's‘c man
and said to his friends: “This man isa king, besides a l\lnglr‘m
one’s foot can be like this.” This person had a brother also.
Their names were Sadhu and Saharan. Both the blmthcrs \»clrc
very impressed. They kis‘sgj the carth bcf‘c{re the k!_ng and said d
*To-day, you must pay a visit to our house. _ 'l'h_c Ll.ng.‘acccphl:
their invitation and both the brothers remained in service of the
king throughout night. The wife of Sadhu was very wise. She
said : “Though this man is great, we should not bc.llcvc' wnho_ul
proper examination.” Thus a get-together was cr.gamzcd in \\'!‘IICh
wine was served. Sadhu’s sister, who was exceptionally .beailtlfu!,
offered a cup of wine to the Sultan. \\-’h;n about a third of I'ns
cup was empty, Sadhu’s wife thought it appropriate to enquire
about his lineage. She added that if he was rca}ly a big man s‘hc
would give the hand of the sun-like hcaupful_ girl icr .s;1stcr-1n-
law) to him, The Sultan said : “My name is Firoz Khan.

1. Minhas, Tabqar-i-Nasiri (Rizvi's tr.), p. 37, also see Tarikh-i-Ferishta, Vol, 1,
p. 247,
2

2. Rizvi's tr,, Vol. 11, p. 251,
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s were overjoyed to find the‘Suil;m at ‘their house

. treated him very well and oﬂ.crcd their sister to him,
and they ccepted the girl as his wife. The brothers also
The Sul‘la"r;‘.al cervice and became Musalmans. Sadhu was put
gntc[ed ts,l;tanis personal attendance and was given the title of
l\T’a;.ilrc-ul-Mulk. The second brother Saharan was made the

The host

Governor of Gujarat.

Firoz died in 1388. There was a great struggle among his
sons over the succession. The people of Haryana capitalized on
the situation and freed themselves of the control of the Tughlaqs,

But soon came a blow from the blue. Timur (1336-1405), the
ruler of Samarkand disturbed the peace of the holy region, He
crossed the Indus river in September 1398, at the head of a big force
comprising 92,000 cavalry and overran the ‘Land of five Rivers'—
the Punjab—in no time. He entered Rajasthan next, and destroyed
many towns and villages in a territory corresponding to the meodern
Division of Bikaner. In November of the same year, he left this
tract and moved on into Haryana along the valley of the Ghaggar
and came into Kurukshetra.

He attacked Kaithal on 30 November, plundered the town
and put its people to death. Having done that, he proceeded to
Asandh and reached there in the evening. ‘The dwellers of Asandh
were fire-worshippers.” They got scared of the invader and took to
flights, He also killed the people in the villages lying on his route
and destroyed their houses. In December, Timur marched to
Tughlugpur Fort, the occupants of which were known as “Salon’.
T!ley offered him little resistance. After subduing these people,
Timur went towards Panipat.! Timur did not visit Thanesar.
From Kaithal he took a right turn and leaving Karnal to his left,
he went to Panipat and then to Delhi.2

After Timur’s retreat, the Sayyads proved too ineffective to
do anything, During their rule, there was chaos and confusion.
The people of Kurukshetra, it seems, orce again asserted their

1. For details see Journal of Haryana Srudies, Yol. VI, pp. 19-21,

2. Itisdiflicult to believe Ferisht
a, Vol. I, p. 264th invader visited
Thanesar and destroyed it, ’ PR
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independence and the holy region regained a bit of its former
glory.!

The new position, however, did not please the Sayyads succes-
sors, the Lodis.* Sikandar Lodi, that bigoted Prince, proposed
during his father’s life-time to make a raid upon Thanesar for
the purpose of putting to death all the pilgrims who had assem-
bled to bathe at Kurukshetra. The story related in the Tarikh-
i-Daudi is as follows:* ‘‘Before his accession, when a crowd
of Hindus had assembled in immense numbers at Kurukhet,
he wished to go to Thanesar for the purpose of putting them
all to death. Oae of his courtiers suggested to him that it
would be better to consult the learned before doing this.
Sultan Sikander caused the doctors to assemble, and question-
ed the chief of them, whose name was Mian Abdulla, of
Ajodhan. This Maliku-i-Ulama a.ked the king what there was in
that place (Thanesar). He replied ; *“There is a tank in which all the
infidels are accustomed to bathe.” The Maliku-i-Ulama said :
«Since when have they been in the habit of doing so ?" Nizam
Khan replied that it was an ancient custom. Mian Abdulla asked
what the Muhammadan sovereigns who had preceded him had been
in the habit of doing. The Sultan answered that up to this time
they had left the Hindus unmolested. The Maliku-i-Ulama then
assured the king that it would be very improper for him to destroy
an ancient idol temple, and that he ought not to forbid the
accustomed rite of performing their ablutions in the tank. When this
conversation had lasted a short time, the Sultan placed his hand on
his dagger, and exclaimed : “You side with infidels. I will first
putan end to you, and then massacre the infidels at Kurukhet.”
Mian Abdulla said : “Every one’s life is in the hand of God—no
one can die without His command : whoever enters the presence
of a tyrant must beforehand prepare himself for death, let what
may happen. When you asked me, I gave you an answer in con-
formity with the precepts of the Prophet; if you have no reverence

1. Itisdifficult to give any cxact idea of this rebuilding. Perhaps some
ghats and small temples came up in the place of the original magnificient
structures.

2. They came to power in 1430,

3, Abdulla, Tarikhi-i-Daudi (Elliot and Dowson), Vol. V, p. 439,
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for them, what is the use of inquiring 7" Sultan Sikapdar's wrath
was slightly appeased, and he said : ““If you had permitted me to
do this, many thousands of Musalmans would have been placed in
easy circumstances by it.”

Thus by the grace of God and the good counsels of the
learned, tolerant Ulema like Abdulla, Kurukshetra escaped the
wrath of the fanatic Lodi rulers until their fall in 1526.

To conclude, the Kurukshetra region suffered unimaginable
destruction during the carly medieval period. Efforts were, how-
ever, made by the local populace for its restoration, but these had
to be carried out innocuously and on a very humble scale,
Nevertheless, the physical injury did not lessen its religio- cultural
significance, which remained intact.

10

UNDER THE MUGHALS

The Mughal Emperor Babar occupied Kurukshetra and other ad-
joining regions in 1526. To begin with, the new ruler tightened his
sway considerably. The people of Kurukshetra objected to this,
for they had not held much regard for the Delhi Sultans. Consequ-
ently, they raised a standard of revolt against Babar under the
leadership of a Madhar Rajput, Mohan Singh of Kaithal in 1530.
Babar sent Ali Quli, the Governor of Sirhind at the head of a big
army ‘to crush the rebels’. But he was crushed instead. Then
Babar sent his two great generals Tarsem Beg and Naurang Beg.
Mohan Singh and his men fought with great courage and showed
unparalleled bravery, but they were overpowered. The Mughal
army killed thousands of pcople and destroyed the countryside by
fire and sword.!

Soon after this, Babar died on 26 December. His son
Humayun succeeded him. Humayun ruled over this region for
about a decade until he was dethroned by Sher Shah Suri.
Kurukshetra, along with the other regions passed under Sher
Shah's control. Sher Shah ruled over this region for a very short
time—five years. But during this short period he established peace
and introduced many reforms in this region. The G.T. Road
built by Sher Shah from Rohtak to Peshawar passed through
Thanesar town. Taking in view the importance of the town and the
facilitics for the passengers, he built two Sarais at Thanesar. One of
the Sarais was built on the ecastern bank of the Samnihit tirtha

1. For details see K.C. Yadav, Haryana Ka ltihas, p. 77.
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couth of Thanesar and anolhcl" one was built to the north of tpe
town. The Sarai in the south is now completely destroyed, by,
the one in the north still exists, thoughin a ruined form. Ip the
midst of this Sarai were 2 Masjid and a well which were destroyeq
during the partition days in 1947, Besides this, the ruins of
the bridge built by Sher Shah over a road is still present to the
north of Thanesar.

Sher Shah's successors continued to rule over this region unti]
1556 when Humayun's son Akbar snatched it back from them
There are several references to Akbar's relations with this ]10131
region. One of the year 1567 that is given by the author of the
Tabkat-i-Akbari is very interesting. It goes thus :

“When the Emperor arrived at Thanesar, there was an assemb
lage of Jogis and Sanyasis on the banks of a luke called Kurukhet-
This is a sacred place for the Brahmanas, and on occasion of eclips I
the people of Hindustan flock thither from all parts to bathe Tl[::S.
was a great assemblage there on this occasion, and the pcopie w o
bestowing their gifts of gold and silver, and jewels and stufTs, u i
the Brahma‘n:is‘ Many of them threw themselves into the ’\\ al:o“
and_ the Jo_gls and Sannyasis were gathering a rich harvest f o
their charity. In consequence of a feud which existed ;eh:om
these l.wo sects, they came to the Emperor, seeking permissi g
settle it by ﬁghling.‘ The Sannyasis were between 200 and gSD EO
::?:l::;;iind tlhe :logis, who wear only rags, were over 500. When ”1::
i 501;[;50(: r:ad;' to !thln the fm_v,.(., by the Emperor's order
= meare their persons with ashes, and went to
? iporl the Sannyasis, who were the weaker party. A fi
ght ensued, and many were killed. The Em . foyed
the fight. At length the Jogis were def g b
e it efeated, and the Sannyasis

The happening is of earlier times when Akbar had not adopted

a secular policy. Later on im givi
i e » we find him giving full reverence to

ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS

Akbar i
o sm;:;;soand:uucdly aruler par excellence. He put the seal of
very aspect of the things that he touched. In the

1. Sce Tabkat-i-Akbari, pp. 110-11,
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field of administration of the kingdom of Hindustan which he
inherited from his Predecessor, his impact is even more important.
Kurukshetra also felt this impact in more ways than one.

This region was a part of Delhi Subah about whose geographi-
cal situation Abul Fazl, the court historian of Akbar, writes ;: “On
the east of the Delhi Subal lies capital of Agra, on the north-east
it marches with Khairabad in the Subah of Oudh, to the north
are (Himalaya) mountains, on the south the Subahas of Agra and
Ajmer, on the westis Ludhiana,” Delhi was a very big Subah
which consisted of three distinct cultural divisions : Rohilkhand,
the upper Doab, and ths Haryana tract. The Haryana division
consisted of four Sarkars (moder districts), Delhi, Rewari, Hissar
and Sithind. Kurukshetra formed a part of the Sirthind Sarkar.
This Sarkar contained 33 Mahals (Parganas) of which the two
comprising Kurukshetra were Thanesar and Kaithal. The Rajputs,
Rangars, Jats, Brahmanas and Afghans were Zamindars. The execu-
tive business of the parganas was conducted by Shigdars. Besides,
the Shigdars were also responsible for the general administration
of their parganas. Sometimes, they also acted as magistrates, but
their powers were not extensive, Below him was an Amil who
was entrusted the same duties in the parzana as the Amalgazar
had in the Sarkar. Fotahdar was a tréasurer of the pargana who
performed almost the same duties as the Khazandar did in the
Sarkar. Qanungo used to keep full information about the land
revenue receipts, area, statistics of local revenue rates, practices and
customs of the pargana. He had to supply all the information

to Amil and on the basis of this land revenue rates were fixed.
There were three grades of Qanungos at that time; the first got
rupees fifty; the second, rupees thirty and the third, rupees twenty

per month. 33 L\c“g

The village was the last unit of administration. The village
panchayats managed the affairs of the village. Mugaddams used
to collect the revenue assessed against the names of their village.
They were remunerated with 2} per cent of the total revenue
collected by them. Parwaris were the village record keepers.
The villages were generally autonomous and the government
interfered very little in their lives,

For the matter of revenue administration, this region was

Vau 247 Jniversity Liprary,
. B Kurukshetra Ill"‘li\!lnr:-:h-
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recarded as on¢ circle—Thanesar. The revenue rates in the spring
and autumn seasons, of some important crops as given in the 4.

i-Akbari, are given below :

TABLE 1

REVENUE RATES FOR PRINCIPAL crops PER Polaj Bigha W 1yp
SPRING HARVEST IN THANESAR FORM THE YCAR A.D. 1581 oNwarp

Crops D.J.
Wheat 59.05
Grﬂm Hi.ﬂdl 3]_7:)
Barley 31-23
Adas 11-23
Mustard seed 25.17
Peas ;‘—01
TABLE 2

REVENUE RATES FOR PRIN
RINCIPAL : ; pi
AUTUMN HARY, CROPS PER Polaj Bigha I~ THE

EST IN THANESAR FROM THE YEAR A.D. 1581 ONWARD

Crops B
.
Sugarcane (Paunda) 2
Sugarcane {Commoh) 240-]12
Mash 120-19
Cotton 33-00
Jawari 105-02
34-17

UNDER THE MUGHALS o

The region was quite affluent and even the masses had enough
to eat. The religious position was also balanced and there was 0
feeling of ill-will shown towards the holy region throughout the
Mughal period except for a short while during the reign of Aurang-
zeb (1658-1707) when the fanatic Emperor forbade people from
visiting the holy tank at Kurukshetra.!

One interesting feature of the Mughal-time history of Kuruk-
shetra is that besides being the great place of pilgrimage for the
Hindus, Kurukshetra also developed as a great place of veneration
for the Sikhs and the Muslims. The Sikhs held it in high esteem
because of its being visited by their gurus.

Guru Nanak (1469-1539) the founder of Sikhism, visited
Kurukshetra in 1504 on the occasion of solar-eclipse. As the
custom was, and still is, a large number of Hindus came from far
and near to the holy tank at Kurukshetra to absolve themselve of
all sins on that accasion. The Guru found here a great opportunity of
giving his message to the people assembled there. But how to avail
of the opportunity ? This must have been a big problem confronted
by the Guru. Hundreds of great, famous sadhus were there, who
would listen to him (Guru Nanak), a new face to all the people.
Here we are informed by the Maliar that the Guru adopted a
novel technique for attracting the attention of the people. He asked
Raja Jagat Rai of Hansi, his disciple to cook a deer at the
Dharmakshetra. This was by all standards the greatest sacrelig-
jous act porformed there, But the Guru silenced all his critics
soon by delivering a most convincing discourse on the impropriety
of superstitions in everyday life right from dress to diet, and travel-
ling to taboos. He emphasised the importance of leading a life
virtuous.*

What was the impact of the Guru’s visit ? It is difficult to
assess the true impact, but a rough estimate is not beyond making.
A Gurudwara called Sidh Bati was built by the people of Kuruk-

1. Itissaid that he camped his soldiers in theisland at the holy tank of
Kurukshetra, Thess soldiers arrested the persons who came to bathe in
the tank. The camp place is called *Mughal Pada’ (Mughal Padao) now-a-
days.

For details see Janam Sckhi Bhai Mani Singh, pp. 135-36; Gyan Singh,
Tarikhi-i-Guru Khalsa, p, 174; Adi Grantha, Malhar Var.

P
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shetra soon after the Gt_lru left 1l?is 11:|I::r:c, which shows that -

Je were really inspired by him.

7o isit was by Das. H ;

The next visit was by Guru Amar s. He stayed here fo;
many days and attracted large crowds to his sangats where he
recited sweet songs in the language of the pcople_ln the praise of
God and in condemnation of superstitions which had corrupteq
both religion and life.’ This made the orthodoxy very angry with
him and they condemned him as an illiterate man who had
composed his Banis in the impure language of the people. To
this, the Guru gave an interesting reply : ‘The water from the we|)
can irrigate only limited fields, but the rain water irrigates the
entire land.” His Banis are not well-water meant for a limiteq
number of people, i.c., Sanskrit-knowing Brahmanas, it is meany
for the masses, the illiterate and low humanity.” This must have

made a deep impact on many people who subsequently become his
followers.?

The sixth Guru Har Gobind (1595-1644) and the seventh Gury
Har Rai (1630-1661) also visited Kurukshetra and enjoined the
people to follow the path shown by the great Gury Nanak
Unfortunately no details of their visits to Kurukshetra are :waila:
ble. The local tradition is, however, full of stories which cannot

be given much credence. We find two Guradwaras standing in com-
memoration of the visits of the Gurus.?

The ninth Guru, Teg Bahadur (1621-1675) also visited many

plf:ccs in Kurukshetra. In 1673(?) he came to Kaithal with his
wtf_e Mata Gujri, Here he delivered many learned discourses on
vnn?us aspect_s .of Sikhism, the most famous being the one he gave
grsml:: n;sp:c:qus_days that the Sikhs should celebrate’. This
r“:]igim‘scf :s]::mgnlﬁcam place ir.l the development of the Sikh
diﬂ'erenE r(:om et;:anerr we ﬁu_d Sikhs celebrating so many festivals
e o_s;o thc_Hmdus. The Guru's visit seems to
i e or;(sn ;fablc lmpact on the people of Kaithal. The
s m::Ia which had a:trac_tcd only three families so far,
G s ¢ more popular in the town. From Kaithal the

¢d to Pehowa. He visited the three shrines built

The number must have been very small

2. Santokh Singh
EN

. Suraj "
Ibid, uraj Prak ash, Raj, 11, Ansu, 47,
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there to commemorate the visits of his predecessors—Guru Nanak,
Har Gobind and Har Rai. And then he preached the new faith,
Thereafter he proceeded to Baina, a small village near Pehowa.
From Baina, he moved to Kanakheda and made many disciples.
From Kanakheda he came to Kurukshetra, where he began his
day by visiting the Gurdwaras of Guru Nanak, Amar Das and Har
Gobind. He stayed here for three days and gave discourses on
«Sahaj Yoga' in Sikhism. He gave free food to the poor and
dakshina 1o the Panlitas who it seems had become his followers.
Not only this, but he gave Hukamnama to the latter, on which
was inscribed the sanction of the Guru to collect dakshina from
the visitors.!

The tradition tells us that the last Guru Gobind Singh (1665-
1708) also visited Kurukshetra, There is a Gurdwara also—
«Gurdwara Daswin Padshai® which commemorates this event. But
unfortunately ‘no historical account has come down to us which
can throw some light on the details of his visit.*

The foregoing account indicates that the Sikh Gurus visited
several places in Kurukshetra. Many people were benefited by their
learned discourses and they joined the new faith. Besides, Kuruk-
shetra and more particularly, holy Thanesar, became an important
religious place for Sikhs where so many of their Gurus had come.

Especially Nirmala, a sect of the Sikhs, made Kurukshetra its
headquarters. They had, like ancient seers, constructed three
Ashramas here, One Ashrama was of Bhai Gulab Singh at Prachi-
kul tirtha. His Guru was Man Singh who belongs to Nirmala
sect. Bhai Gulab Singh got a honorarium from the Maharaj of
Nabha, Bhai Gulab Singh wrote many granthas at Prichikul tirtha
on the bank of Sarasvati river. His first book was Bhavarsamarta,
written in Vikrami Samvat 1834; the second was Moksha Pantha,
written in Samvat 1835; the third was Adhayatam Ramayana written
on the basis of the Sanskrit language; the fourth was Karma
Vipaka. His last book was Parbodha Chandrodaya Nataka written in

1. Ibid,
2. The Gurudwara of the tenth Guru is on the Brahmasarovara.
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1 1846. Itis a translation ofa S:Tnskri[ dramg -
g 37 WY 3 9%, TR A afa wa,
i@ fan 7@ AT A T A
qr wrAtag AT AAREAT gy,
%r..ﬁﬂ gt az afy #1999 3@ )

Samva

Bhai Gulab Singh wrote one o.tl_ler book Ramanamap;a,apa.
(his grantha he praised the qualities of Rama. Tts prose specim
is as follows :
Jfyom AW § A1 AT T & 8 AW AT | g qim o9 5
g 31 ava @A fAz £33 & 81w F 0 81 ymes s
AT E |
Bhai Gulab Singh was a great translator and original poet. Two
specimens of his work in which one is based on the translatjoy

of a Sanskrit shioka and the second on Adhyatam Ramayana, are
as follows :

In
tn

1. Sacred Tank, Kurukshetra

gwafy vafa fa3 fagamfa mer aageqian |
fraifa gfer fafmmaassa o )

Its translation in Hindi is as under :
a3l 77 awd faas 1@ a3 woa ¥ safanggr @if
ATA1 A NG VaTH A FEreor a7 aw 0 |

fwmajra TARTE AR AT A A 7T AT qAE
TLUATAT AN T g A wta A vz A

The second specimen of his poetry is :

2. Solar Eclipse at Kurukshetra

?\I‘Ia‘f WA &, 77 A1 3 T AqzTIE
WA A” AN, § A7 2409 7 17 0907 |
VAL TR A4 9%, ) 7y q7q9 Tfzr aay
s::g :rqintrma 38 W A" 93 FEy a7 "iar |
éam ST AT 413 97, A7 32 W qre g
T wa w3y fafanqz 9 5z qq: qury 1]
Bhai Santokp Sin i
on the language anq

gh was another learned man,

Chhands, an authority

He wrote beautiful pieces in
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Haveli Shravanamath, Thanesar

19, Brahma Pratima
from Pehowa
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20. Archaeological Excavations of an old site, Daulatpur

21. Tomb of Sufi Saint Sheikh Chen'l, Thanesar



22, Sikh Archi
rchitecture : The Samadh of Maharaja Wazi
of Fandkot, Thanesar el

23. G i
urdwara 1st Padshahi Guru Nanak Dev at South
bank of Kurukshetratank o

10th padshahi

24, Gurdwara
West corner @

at the North

95, Gurdwara 7th Padshahi Guru

Guru Gobind Singh
f Kurukshetra Tank

Har Rai at Thanesar City



26. Folk Dance, Kurukshetra

27. Kurukshetra University Library, Kurukshetra
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praise of Guru Nanak Dev, Guru Gobind Singh, Rama and
Krishna. He completed many works on the banks of the
Sarasvati—i.e., Namkosh which was translation of Amarkosha ;
Guru Nanak Prakash, Samvat 1880; Japuji, 1886; Garvagan-
jni Tikka; Ramayana, 1888 (but the later work was finish-
ed in Samvat 1890) and Sri Guru Pratap Suraj which contains the
history of the life and works of ten Gurus. This work was started
in Samvat 1892 but was completed in Samvat 1900. He was edu-
cated at Kashi. In his works, we find many Sanskrit Braj, Persian
and Panjabi words. He was an excellent translator  For example

witness the translation of the Bharathari Nitti Shatak Shlok. The
original Sanskrit shlok is as follows :

awd fawary daaft a@a N9,
frd=a quaforerm afad fromiza: o
Faifgzin qdz=g afqam armITa
q afa fafaez gesa  Faamadg o

Its translation is as follows :
fawar w3 & qa7 % aa 7 fawwd )
Taz 91z 9T 917d Rz, ag a1 T 1
fag g 7w a7 F Imam fT|Ern
ay gz=fa & gz@ WA FIg wRAIL
In 1843 when Bhai Udai Singh Maharaj of Kaithal died, the
British authorities took control and a reign of terror prevailed
here. Bhai Santokh Singh describes this situation in the following
couplet :
gt gz wa9 fag, f@aa Sz azmi
g wriAt Afw a7, afa 97 857 A

Another specimen is from the Ramayana :
it a1F "aw "7 famz aq amws
A9 ¥z "fes F0 TN 9z gfasz
qar wfasz &1 difasr N ufuvz &)
9iTzT F IR AT ATA AR A1)
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afq dler wA KT AAN
ey wE afam WE AN

aafz gza fafa weat arir
o a7 af AfAw @

ay @A F4A fERTET
:;aﬁ:ﬂ 37 gy fa@iEA

g af 3z ma AT
3q) afa swa faar 45 1’

i came a great centre of the Sufi

The holy of the holies a0 SEt L B kit Sisil. Sheikh

saints especially the ones belonging : :
Chehli was the great saint who gave prominence to hurgl_;shctrja
(Thanesar) as a centre of Sufi activity. A_ccordmg to T::ﬂ\ﬂraf-.;_
Aulia, Hajrat Sheikh Chehli was an Irani saint, who came to lndlra
during the reign of Shah Jahan to meet H.’.?JT:II'KUILI‘J Jalaluddin
at Thanesar. It is said that Hajrat Jalaluddin Kutub was a great
saint of the Sufi sect. His popularity about rapsaya had crossed the
borders of India.

Once, king Shah Jahan, while going from Lahore to Delli
with a great army dropped or made a padao at Thanesar, Hajrat
Kutub Jalaluddin extended an invitation to the King and his
army. The story is that Kutub provided a meal for the entire
army with one bowl of water and half a loaf of bread. The king
was greatly impressed by this magic and made a tomb of Kutub at
Thanesar. In these days Hajrat Sheikh Chehli came to meet Kutub
Saheb and died here. On the advice of Kutub Jalaluddin, Sheikh
Chehli was given a Samadhi in the tomb. Itis famous as Sheikh
Chehli’s Magbara.

This tomb is situated about 1} mile west of the Railway
Station of Kurukshetra; in the north-west corner of Thanesar town
and in the east of the ruined fort of last Hindu Charkravarti king
Harshavardhana. It is situated on a high pedestal which can be
scen from a distance of 5 miles; to its north, there is the Saraf
of Sher Shah.

The tomb is a beautiful piece of Mughal architecture, although
the marble used is of on¢ inferior quality. There are two graves
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in the tomb—one of Sheikh Chehli and the other is unknown.
The tomb is worth secing. To the west at about 15-20 steps there
is a tomb of some unknown man. To the south there is a Khankafi.
In the midst of the Alankah there is a reservoir of water in which
there is a fountain. There is a deep well at the southern border of
this Khankali, which fills up this reservoir.  In Khankah there has
been government school for the last half a century.  One has to
cross Khankalh while going to the tomb, it has two doors to the east
and west, There is no other marble tomb from Delhi to Amritsar
so representative of Mughal art and architecture as the present
tomb is. Its dome is more beautiful than the dome of Humayun's
tomb.

After Sheikh Chehli, no great saint seems to have taken his
place here. In the later times, especially after 1707, the centre
lost its importance.

The preceding account shows that Kurukshetra, especially
Thanesar, occupied a prestigious place as a centre of religious
merit during the Mughal times.
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After the death of Aurangzeb, fissiparous tendencies .raiscd their
head on almost all fronts and the mighty Mughal Empire began to
decline, Aurangzeb’s successors, who were unfortunately weak
and worthless, could not arrest this downward plunge. As a result,
there was chaos and confusion on all sides.! _ ‘

The people of Kurukshetra welcomed this state of affairs,
The local officials were rendered helpless and the pcop?c d‘r:clarcd
themselves independent of the Mughal control.® The situation was
improved for them by the coming of Banda Bahadur, a disciple of
the tenth Sikh Guru Gobind Singh in 1709.7

Like the other people of Haryana and Panjab, the people of
Kurukshetra joined Banda’s army and launched an attack on the
Mughal establishments. In October, Kaithal was attacked and the
imperial treasury was looted.* Then came the turn ol Thanesar.
The Muslim official in-charge of the place tried to oppose Banda,
but he was soon overpowered. Banda plundered the town, and
put its Muslim inhabitants to the sword.* _

Now Thanesar wasin Banda’s hands and he appointed his

1. For details see Irwin, the Later Mughals, 2 vols; J.N. Sarkar, Fall of the
Mughal Empire, 4 vols,

The officials were so inefficient and weak that they dared not move out of
their city dwellings to collect land revenue from the peasants and enforce
their control on the people.

For details see Ganda Singh, Banda Singh Bahadur.

See H.R. Gupta, Siudies in the later Mughal History of the Punjab, p. 46.

5. See Khafi Khan, Muntkhab-al-Lubab, Vol, 11, pp. 652-53.

-
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trusted men to administer it.! Bahadur Shah was infuriated to
hear these news and he marched himself against Banda in 1709.°
This did not dishearten Banda and he fought against the imperial
forces very bravely. But the imperial forces were superior to his
own and, therefore, he tasted defeat.”

Now Banda shifted his theatre of struggle. This improved
his position. Fortunately for him, however, Emperor Bahadur
Shah also died in February 1712. His successor Jahandar Shah
was a relatively weak ruler and therefore Banda again gained
strength.! But soon afterwards, Jahandar Shah made his exit and his
successor Faurukh Siyyar (1713-19) took up this work seriously.
He was successful in his work and Binda was captured on
17 Dzcember, 1715 and put to dzath on 15 March, 1716.

These developments raised the morale of the Mughal
officials. They attacked the people of Kurukshetra to bring them
under their control.  After a little while, they succeeded in their
mission and the region once again came under Mughal control.
Unfortunately, tie conditions soon deteriorated with the attack of
Nadir Shah, a Turkoman freebooter, who attacked India in 1739.
He plundered Kurukshetra in February, 1739. He was checked
by the imperial forces which were defeated.®

After Nadir Shah’s return, the people of Kurukshetra again
raised the standard of freedom. The weak Mughal officials could
not do anything to subdue them. But soon afterwards, the Mara-
thas came and the Mughal emperor Alamgir gave this region to
the Marathas vide a royal firman, dated 25 October, 1754. He also
cancelled the pilgrimage tax imposed onthe Hindus visiting the
tirtha,  D.M. Hingane was appointed Governor of Kurukshetra.®

After Hingane had been in office for some time, Nizabat
Khan, a freebooter (wrongly called Rushella) attacked him and
after driving him out became the independent ruler of extensive

1. Ibid., p. 652.

2. J.N. Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, Vol. 11, p. 110,

3. Ihid.

4. Ibid., p. 112,

5. H.R. Gupta, Studies, pp. 31-2.

6. Rajwade, Marathanche Itihasanchi Sadhana, Vol. 11, p, 328,
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86
1 But his rule did not last long;

the Governor of Punjab.® Adina
kshetra and wrote 1O Delhi that “the ?.ami.ndﬂrs of
refractory and require force to keep them in order.
If you intend 10 come here bring with you a !:'lrg: army ;m(;j ,:-lhun-
dant war material, otherwise yi:lurr c‘(Jmnng \\01:1(1 ?c llnﬂ visable
Jeave this territory 10 me.'™ The Wazir acceplc'_ the :m;r pro-
posal and Kurukshetra became a part of the kingdom of Adina
Beg.

Nor was Adina destined to rule over the i?harmaksr'mm fu.r
Jong. Ahmed Shah Abdali, the king of Afghanistan attacked this
region and broke his hold (1756) qnd _anne,\ed it along \\'Illh other
territories of Sarkar-i-Sirhind to his kingdom and plchfj it under
Abdus Samad !Chan.! But even this hold of Abdali d.Ei nat Jast
long. His man was turned out by the Marathas. ‘ThIS brought
Ahmed Shah once more into India. The Marathas tried to check
him but they were defeated (1761). Now the Marathas vanished
and so did the Afghans. The latter, however, kept Kurukshetra
under the control of their man, Zain Khan.®

ound Kurukshetra.

itory ar ;
territory by Adina Beg,

he was defeated
occupied Kuru
this country are

After Abdali's exit, the Sikhs pounced upon Zain Khan.
Zain Khan tried to defend his capital (Sirhird) but he was killed
and all his territory including Kurukshetra fell into the hands of
the Sikhs.® The Sikh Chiefs who commanded sub-contingents of
groups under their misladars at once dispersed in various directions
and proportionate to their strength, seized what fell in the way of
each. They would demand from the headman of the village either
some money or some sugar (gur or shakar) or loaves of bread, in
tokens of submission, and on leaving some of these tokens with
one or more of their followers in each village, they would hurry
on to the next. Tradition still describes how the Sikh ‘riding day
and night...would throw his belt and scabbard, his articles or dress

H.R. Gupta, op. 81-2.

Ibid., pp. 82-3.

Ibid , p. 83.

1bid,

His headquarters was located at Sirhind.

See Journal of Haryana Studies, Vol. 111, 1971, p. 21,
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and accoutrements, until he was almost naked, into successive
villages to make them his.!

The Sikhs occupied the entire Kurukshetra region as follows :
Mehar Singh, a Sindhu Jat of Nishanwalia Mis! siezed the pargana
of Shahabad; Sahib Singh and Gurdit Singh, Sausi Jat brothers of
the Dallawalia Ais/ took possession of Ladwa, Indri, Babain (117
villages). Bhai Gurbax Singh, the Phulkian Sardar of Bhuchauki
took possession of the region round Kaithal; another Sardar,
Dalcha Singh occupied the Radaur pargana; Mit Singh, a Dallewalia
Sardar, and his two nephews Bhanga Singh and Bhag Singh occu-
pied Thanesar.*

The Sikhs kept the holy region under their control for a long
time. The Marathas who came once again under their great gene-
ral Mahadji in 1789 did not disturb them much. Nor did his
successor Daulat Rao do anything.

This situation continued up to 1805 when the British appeared
on the sczne. The British occupied Delhi in 1803 after defcating
the Marathas, the then controllers of the historic city. Shah Alam,
the Mughal Emperor gladly accepted British protection. But not
so the people of Harvana and especially those of Kurukshetra,
Their chiefs came out in the open to fight the British.?

The chiefs of the Kurukshetra region formed a confederacy
to fight their enemy. The chiefs of Ladwa and Thanesar were
their leaders. This must have disturbed the British authorities a
good deal who at once despatched a force commanded by an
experieneed officer Col. Burn. The old colonel, who had antici-
pated little opposition from the loose confederacy of the Kuruk-
shetra chiefs was surprised at the stiff resistance he encountered.
The Indians fought very well, but despite this, they lost to the
enemy who was by all means superior to them.!

This defeat had a demoralizing cffect on many chiefs and
they broke away from the confederacy. By the end of March 1805,

Ibid.

1bid.

See Dr K.C. Yadav. *Early Resistance to British Rule in Haryana,
1803-10", Journal of Haryana Studies, Vol, 111, No. 2, pp. 20-27,

4, Ibid.

[P -
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ken, most of the chiefs havin
e \:1:‘55;{1 mgc::sr::rzll-oamcnsty proclaimed by the Britisi
e HIT t'::‘cr Bhanga Singh the brave afmd redoubtable
la_thcm. gt‘ja sti]'l held out. The British, in view of his having
o . LaI c“ confederacy and being a great “‘rebel’ had also
0’5?$;:;d|1itr:: from the amensty. This, however, mattered little
ex

to the chief determined to fight till th? last.! ' |

Greatly weakencd by the desertation of almost all his allies
Bhanga Singh could not put up @ tough ﬂght forllong_k C91. Burn
having outmanouvered him at Karnal, l.ll.‘lmﬂltl.\ broke his power
in April 1805. Surprisingly, ‘the Bn}lsh treated lhc‘ dcl'catc‘d
chief quite leniently, only a part of his paternal J'ag’;r’ that is
pargana of Karnal was confiscated and the rest, that is the pargana
of Ladwa was restored to him."? ’

By April 1805, the power of the Kurukshetra c.luefs was
broken and all their opposition, at least for the time being
was cooled. Yet the British were in no mood to hold the area
under their control directly or indirectly. They left it in the hands
of the original holders on the sanads from the Marathas ?

This policy, however, did not continue for long. In 1809, the
British took all the Kurukshetra chiefs under their protection for
‘they feared then a serious danger to their existence as a political
power in the East by their enemies, the French, the Turkish and
the Persian Emperors, who they supposed, were seriously medita-
ting the subjugation of India in coalition if necessary with
Maharaja Ranjit Singh, the ruler of the Punjab, their next door
neighbour.” Insuch an eventuality, the northern region in the
hands of petty chiefs, mostly belonging to the same religion as

1. lbid.

2. Ibid,

3. Many British writers have criticized the Delhi authorities for giving up
such a ‘valuable piece of territory for the leaders of adventures’ instead
of keeping it under their control. Perhaps the critics have evaluated the
whole issue without putting it into correct historical perspective. The
fact of the matter is that it was then neither a part of the Company's policy
1o hold such far off land beyond the Yamuna, nor was it possible for them
to keep the fierce, warlike population under perfect control without a lot

of money, energy and time,
4, Ibid,

UNDER THE BRITISH RULE 89

Ranjit Singh outside the British influence, might present a great
danger to the British. Accordingly, they changed their original
policy of keeping the Yamuna as the farthest limit of their kingdom
in the north-west, They took all the Sikh Chiefs of the Kurukshetra
region under their direct protection (1809).!

This account shows that by the end of 1809 the whole of the
Kurukshetra region had come under the control of the Company.
It was the real master of the territory.® But this arrangement was
not satisfactory to the Company’s authorities whose thirst for
territorial acquisitions was daily increasing. Accordingly, they
confiscated many estates (see Table 3).

1. The British afforded protection to the Kurukshetra chiefs on the conditions

given below :

(a) They (chiefs) shall in future be secured from the authority and influ-
ence of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.

(b) All the country chiels, thus taken under protection, shall be exempted
from all pecuniary tributes to the British.

(c) The chiefs shall remain in the full exercise of the same rights and
authority in their own possessions which they enjoyed belore they were
received under the British protection.

(d

Should British force, on purpose of general warfare be required to
march through the country of the said chiefs, it is necessary and
incumbent that every chiel shall within his own possessions assist
and furnish to the full of his power, such force with supplies of grain
and other necessaries which may be demanded.

(e) Should an eaemy approach fromany quarter, for the purpose of
conquering this country, friendship and mutual interests require that
the chiefs join the British army with all their force, exerting themselves

in expelling the enemy, act under discipline and proper obedience.
(f) All European articles brought for the use of army shall be allowed to
pass without molestation.
(8)  All horses purchased for the use of cavalry regiments shall be allowed
to pass without molestation or the demand of duty.
2. Not in 1803,
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TABLE 3

ESTATES CONFISCATED!

TICAL AND CULTURAL HISTORY

Name of the Estate

Radaur
Thanesar (2/5 share
of Bhag Singh).

Kaithal

Ladwa

Thanesar (3/5 share
of Bhanga Singh).

Date of lapse

1828

1843

1845

1850

Causes of lupsc

Death of Sardarni
Ind Kaur, widow
of Dulcha Singh,

Death of Sardar
Jamiat Singh with-
out male heirs.

Dcath of Bhai Ude
Singh, without male
heirs.

Forfeited on ae-
count of miscon-
duct of Raja Ajit
Singh.

Death  of Rani
Chand Kaur, widow
of Sardar Fateh
Singh.

These lapsed territories were regarded as a part of the Thane-
sar district which was formed in 1849. The District was divided
into tehsils—Pipli, Thanesar and Kzithal.
trate was in-charge of the District and the Tehsildars of the tehsils.
For law and order, police stations were established at a number

of places.?

L. Assessment Report of the Pipli Tehsil.
2. See Karnal District Gazetteer,

The Collector Magis-
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The old records show that Kaithal progressed a good deal
during the British rule but not Thanesar. This town became the
victim of two great visits of cholera in 1855 and 1857 which killed
the bulk of the town population In 1851, 1852 and 1858, hailstorms
destroyed all crops and caused severe famines.! Then the great
Revolt had a very serious impact on the town, for a great majority
of them sided with the so-called ‘rebels’—after the Revolt these
people were either killed or they fled.?

The Collector Magistrate of Thanesar, Mr. Larkins, viewed
this serious situation with due consideration. He started renova-
ting the tirtha. He collected a lot of money for this purpose from
the wealthy people. Besides this, he also spent a lot of money
from his own pocket. The western and northern bathing ghats
which are known as Larkin ghars even to date were built by him
with his own money.?

While these progressive activities were going on, the Govern-
ment decided arbitrarily to break the Thanesar District. The
decision was brought into effect in 1862. Pipli was put into the
tehsil of Thanesar which was placed in District Ambala. In
1898, the tehsil was put under Karnal District. Kaithal was a
separate tehsil and this too formed a part of Karnal.' The Thanesar
Municipal Committee was formed in the year 1867. This
administrative arrangement continued until 1947, when the British
left this country.

Neither the East India Company nor its successor, the Crown
Government took any great interest in the development of Kuruk-
shetra. No satisfactory arrangements were made for the education
of the people. No college was opened here and even the position
of the schools was far from satisfactory, No provision was made
for female education,’

The local people, however, made some efforts to spread
education, They started some indigenous schools in Thanesar and
Kaithal and a Gurukul at Thanesar (1912). Similarly, medical

Ibid.

See 1.N. Singh, Haryana : Studes in History and Politics, pp. 128-39,
See Kali Rai, Kurukshetra Darpana, p. 35.

Karnal District Gazetteer, p. 67,

Shankar and Kundu, Education in Haryana, Chapter 1.

L e
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facilities were also neglected. The area was n_w.nlaria-infesled and
it was also ravaged by cholera, plague: etc., quite frequently. The
Government opened small dispensaries at Thanesar and Kaithal
and seemed content with this act. In consequence, hundreds of

men died every month untreated and uncared for. In the forties, i
some more dispensaries were opened at Pehowa, Kalayat and ]_2
Safidon.!

Nor do we find any development in industries before 1947,
The people’s chiel source of bread was agriculture. The high
government jobs were not available to the people of this region.
A small number of them were, however, recruited in the army and
into petty civil jobs, such as those of peons, chowkidars, ctc.®

These conditions remained until 1947 when the British rule
came to an end and the people of Kurukshetra, like their counter-
parts elsewhere, became free.

ANTI-BRITISH RISINGS AND STRUGGLE
FOR FREEDOM

e et ——

The people of Kurukshetra are well-known in history for their
love of freedom.! They have been seen making supreme sacrifices
for this noble ideal since time immemorial. They did not like
the British rule too and rose against them ona number of occa-
sions.

T —

Kaituar RevoLr

Kaithal was an important state in the Kurukshetra region,
It was ruled by the Bhais. Bhai Udai Singh, the chief of Kaithal
died in 1842, with no male heir. At this, the state was taken into
possession by the British Government. This act of the Govern-
ment was highly distasteful to the Phulkian chiefs—the Rajas of
Patiala, Nabha and Jind, who as relatives of the late chief, were
naturally desirous of succeeding to the state and thus retaining
| the possessions in the family. They placed their protest to this
1 effect bafore the government who rejected the proposal.  On hear-
1 ing this, the chiefs sat quictly but not the people of Kaithal.
They rose to defend the state under the leadership of Bhai Udai
Singh's widow, But they could not stand against the British
army for long. The town and the fort of Kaithal were soon

. H T

There was no arrangement for providing medical facilities to the occupied.
villagers.

"

2. For details see Census Reports from 1881 to 1941,

1.

| 1. Arrian, Alexander, the Great's historian, confirms this contention.
2. For details see Journal of Haryana Studies, Vol. 1V, Nos. 1-2, pp. 22-44.
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LaDwA REVOLT

Raja Ajit Singh of Ladwa had a great hatred for the British and
the British authorities knew this well.  But (h:y‘ were not_ ub]lc to
setting any trap for the Raja. Ultimately, they :n\'cnlc'd lmngml:u-y
lapses in his rule—he was corrupt and not fit _l'ur bsing a ruler,
they said. This was a baseless charge. But still the government
took action and sent him to Saharanpur where he was put under
t in 1845.

!IOUS;IT;r;SajJ waited for sometime, and when th; first (\ng‘lo-
Sikh war broke out, he fled from Saharanpur and joined ‘thc Sikh
forces against the British. And ‘having mustered a contingent of
several thousand of his people, he crossed the Jullundur Dpub,
to the neighbourhood of Ludhiana and fought many an u{{t]on_‘
After some time, he fought at several other places on the _sldc of
the Sutlej during the course of the war. After the war, his state
was confiscated and he died a fugitive.

RevoLlT oF THE Stk CHIEFS

During the First Anglo-Sikh war of 1843-46, many of the
sikh chiefs joined ths Sikh forces openly, whereas others
remained only passive. The British authorities took these happen-
ings seriously and after the war ‘their possessions were confiscated
and in some case they were themselves removed as pensioners from
their places.”

The suppression of the above outbursts in no way cooled the
hearts of the people, nor did the repression that followed in their
wake Kkill their spirit. They were always ready to rise again
against the Government provided the opportunity. Fortunately,

they gotthe opportunity in May 1857 and ‘seized it with both
hands’.?

Tue RevoLT oF 1857

On hearing the news of the outbreak of the great Revolt on
10 May 1857 at Meerut and Ambala, the people of Kurukshetra

1. Ibid.
2. Ibid.

3. SeeK.C. Yadav, The Revolt of 1857 in Haryana, Delhi ; 1977,

—

ANTI-BRITISH RISINGS AND STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM 95

rose against the British. Thanesar, the District headquarters was
the centre of the rebels’ activity. But unfortunately, the Mabharaja
of Patiala came to Thanesar with 1500 men and 4 guns on 15 May,
On the 17th the Raja of Jind sent 400 men. Kunjpura and Karnal
gave 350 and 150 of their men respectively.!  With these troops,
besides their own, the district authorities controlled the Grand
Trunk Road and the main towns situated on it.* Now people
in the distant parganas of Ladwa, Pehowa, Kaithal, Pundri,
Asandh rose up in revolt, ‘They drove out the revenue and police
officials, made the loyalists surrender, and destroyed all vestiges of
the British rule in their localities'.?

The situation continued for quite some time, But then in

September there came reinforcements and the rebel parganas were
settled with fire and sword.*

THE Wanapr MoveEMeNT

After the Revolt of 1857 was crushed, there remained peace
and tranquility in the Kurukshetra region. But in the 1860's
this calm was broken by the Wahabis whose centre of activity was
Thanesar.

This Wahabi Movement was a Muslim revivalist movement
which was started by one Syed Ahmed (1786-1831) of Rae Bareily
in 1820°s. Tt was a political movement. ‘aiming at the liberation
of India from the English and other infidels."

In Haryana, the cantre of this movement, one Landlord,
Jafar Muhammad, the headman of Thanesar was the leading
light behind the whole show.” He was the Khalifa or the
official in-charge of the Wahabi activity in the north-western
region upwards of Delhi® He helped the Wahabis very much in

Panjab Government Records (abbreviated as PGR), Vol. VIII-1, pp. 27-38.
Ibid.

K.C. Vadav, Haryana Men Swarantaria Anduvlan Ka ltikar, p. 98,
1hid. &

For this Movement see William Hunter, The Indian Musalmans: Ahmed,
The Wahabi Movement in India.
Kurukshetra University Jourmal, Vol. VI, No. 1, p. 98,

For Jafar sce Jafar, Kalapani, (Hunter), pp. 77-79.
B. 1bid.

Yok g
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o Government, and his activities wcnt_on un-

fighting the Brit!> '.“Sh Government for many years. But in 1863,
I »

" have it Ihe}' wcfc cxposcd. “Dr. K.C; .Yﬂd:l\f
as ill-luck wou eresting Story of their exposure. “One day, in May
has given an 10t od that one Ghazzan Khan, a police Havildar,
1863, it so happel pat (district Karnal) while on his rounds,

posted at Thand ::2:['5 procecding southwards along the Grand
founc:: ;un:; st;:[tmmng comething foul, the police Havildar got
Trunk koad.

: orked himself into their secrets

into conversation With l::‘m;h:yof:im e il i
and at length elicited l:hcir e back to thelr native province
Mulha (N.W.F.P.) on e g of fresh upplies of money
to arrange [of 1he‘ t the English infidels. The Havildar at
aisLmep (b ﬁghl(:gi:;n;k them to the police station. They were
oo amsl:ci;[:a Assistant Conmmissioner, Ambala, who found
lmd‘ iz o with the peaceable wayfarers. Consequently, they
i \\fr'reocn, Ghazzan Khan chose to take the acquittal of these
w:rr:osucslas ar'I insult to his honour and he took a vow to prove the
Eorrcctncss of his charge. He at once sent a letter to his village
committing his son in the name of fan‘pl.y honour to go to the
N.W.F. P. to collect information partaining to the network of
the Wahabi organisation which had spread throughout lndl?.
The faithful son obeyed his father and ?lt once set out !0 fulfil his
mission, He joined the Wahabis at Sittana and ren:‘lamed there
for some time (about five to six months). When his work was
done he returned to Panipat. Here he made a detailed report !o
the effect that there existed a widespread net work for lra.nsml_s-
sion of men and money from all over India to the Frontier, in
which Thanesar was one of the main depots and Jafar was one of
its chicf Organisers. The Punjab Government appointed ‘Par'scn,
the Superintendent of police Ambala, to make investlgathns.
Parson raided the house of Jafar (12 December, 1863) after bez.ng
supplied with the above information and got some letters which
referred to Muhammad Safi as contractor (for meat) at Ambala
and Yahaya Ali and some other persons from Bihar.! °

Jafar knew what was in store for him now. He thcrcfor_e
left Thanesar and went to Delhi. After some time he left this

1. Kurukshetra University Javrnal, Vol, VI, No. I, p. 100.
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place and moved eastwards along with Hussaini and Abaullah of
Patna.  The Punjab police meanwhile came to know all about
movements, followed him and arrested him.!!

Jafar's arrest was followed by those of Hussaini of Thanesar
Muhammad Safi, the government Contractor of Ambala, l'on:
supplying meat to various cantonments, Abdul Karim, a relativs
of Safi, Yahya Ali, Abdul Rahim, Abdul Ghaffar, 311 belonging
to Sadigpur (Patna) Qazi Mian Jan of Patna, Abdul Gaffar of
Hazaribag, Hussaini and Ellahi Bux of Patna.  All the prisoners
were put in the Central Jail at Ambala (March 1864) where they
received inhuman treatment. They were tried and found guih;'
of waging war against the Queen (Szction 121 of IPC). In
this trial, Jafar got transportation for life and the others received
very harsh sentences. With the exit of Jafar Muhammad, the
leading light of the movement, and his associates, the Wahabi
activities ceased in Kurukshetra. Moreover, the attitude of the
Government was now one of strict cautiousness; and nobody could
dare take to the Wahabi activity in such circumstances. Thus, the
movement ‘met its doom’ after 18647

his

NATIONALIST STRUGGLE

The situation remained calm and quict for many vears after
the Wahabi movement. But at the end of the 19th century
especially after the founding of the Indian National Congm;
(1885), this peace was again disturbed. But it was after 1919
when Mahatma Gandhi assumed the leadership of the ]mliun,
National Congress and his message of fighting the unjust Sarkar
with all non-violent weapons available in the armoury of the
people of India, that the people of Kurukshetra beean 1o take an
active part in the national strugele for liberation. Du;in: the Non-
Cooperation Movement, hundreds of people joined ranks through-
out l.I1r:' region.  Almost at every town and big village, Congress
Committees were formed, and organized cfforts were made to
paralyze the administration at different levels,

However, on Mahatma Gandhi’s withdrawal of the non-

1. Ibid.,p. 101,
2. Ibid., p. 102,
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operation e 2 ) the movement and
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of the people ¢ o Party- The Swarajya sy did ot make much
formed the 5\*‘3“”:109 and it metits t::ooRm i 1925 with,the des
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Z?Gnc “wl fﬂur;ger:’{d and this activized the activities of the
he ©
returned tot
Cong";:?llcangrcss resolve of

atisfied W
session) not to be satisfie

31 December 1929 (inits Lahore
ith anything short of complete in-
d 1:1 Kurukshetra. Subsequently, in
dependence, WaS wclcoﬂ’gle central Jeaders, hundreds of people
response 10 the call of 1o join in the cm} Bliohedisniog
from Kurukshetra caﬂ‘lﬂl salt law was broken inalmost every
Movement (1930-31). bT wcparing salt: schools were left by many
. o oy T 1 5 5 ¢
town and large “Igg:crirl[‘:c"‘ officials gave up their :10'['15, shops
studcnts:‘sc\:eml zpium “nd forcign things were plCLelc(; by
dealing '",“qm;" ot every town; payment of taxes was refused
yolunteers in amos and bonfires of foreign cloth were maclle.
at numerous pl:.? measures of suppressiun and repressions which
The Gm‘crnmtﬂ did not cow the people and Ilunfircds courted
were quite stern ationalist slogans like Inqafa_b Zindabad [Ior}g
nrrcsll,l 5120“:1?50“;1) However, these satyagrahis were released in
i ev 1 ; ese 5
o i‘ the Gandhi-Trwin Pact was signed, ‘
B wi ent’s programmes, the Congress
iccatisfied with the Governme

3o o1 he outbreak of the Second World War (1939)
b . rather, the crisis deepened. The
id not change the situation; ra 5 ce d
: . te at the critical time was turned

overnment’s appeal to cooperate me

i \n and the Civil Disobedicnce Movement was revitalized. As on
e i dreds of people throughout Kurukshetra
the former occasions, hundreds ol p _ dhet
joi The Quit India Resolution of 1942 was
joined the movement. e Q e
readily accepted by the people and they expres
resolutely.?

INA STRUGGLE . . British
The citizens of Kurukshetra were meanwhile ﬁg‘htllng th‘e I{l 1]rsl
Government outside India too. They had joined in fairly

1. See Appendix.
2, See Appendix.

1.
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large numbers in the Indian National Army under the command
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, Many laid down their lives in

the course of India’s freedom while fighting under the banner of
the Azad Hind Fauz.!

FrReeDOM AT LasT

To resumsz the earlier story, the Congress Movement became
popular even in the villages after 1942, Hundreds of people
courted arrests and made the programme of Civil Disobedience
a real success. Their efforts bore fruit and India became free on
15 August 1947,

This discussion serves to underscore the fact that the people
of Kurukshetra really did play a significant part, in their own
humble way, in the freedom struggle of their country,

See Appendix for INA personnel from Kurukshetra,
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1 ':'hrj' lang}mgc, dress, diet and other behavioural ettiquetes of
the old |nl1rlb|unls underwent a change. They copied the refugees
both consciously and unconsciously and hence the change.!
CHANGING SCENE o
13 The 11:1[10_nullst Government, as has already been mentioned,
started taking a keen interest in the welfare of the people of Kuru-
Tanre 4
No. of Educational Institutes®

" Colleges
(i) Degree Colleges

1947 TO 1976

{ll) College of Education 2
(iii) Ayurveda College 1
in regained its real Total : I
. curukshetra once again FES : alie g
After mdcpendcnctécf\mnmcm of Panjab planned to restore it to ‘ =
jmportance- The GO th, a very large refugee camp was ) Higher Sccondary Schools
its old glory. To begin He sands of refugees f (i) Government (Boys) 4
anged here. Here hundreds and thousands o "L. es from (i) Government (Girls) 1
o %’ Kistan were stationed. The local people and Government (iii) Non-Government (Boys) 3
qut % ;most to make these people feel at home.! (iv) Non-Government (Girls) -
o lE']'\‘:l!tr rusome \ime, a large number of these persons were settled S e
1Nilo'|:heri a small fown in the vicinity of Thanesar. A large Total : 8
a ! a3 raithal £y 1 ) A W
number of them also sculed_ at Thanesar, Kaithal and *""F'al- ) High Schools
The Muslims who were living in these places had left for Pakistan (i) Government (Boys) 5
heir place. (i) Government (Girls)
and the refugees took their pla . G Nen.Gov 4
These new settlers in the region spoke different languages and Giv) N?)';l' Gmcrnmcm (Boys) 12
had different cultures  They were liberal, unorthodox and dyna- “Geyernment (Qith) 4
mic. These things affected the social behaviour of the old Total : T
talabitants—they acquired the good qualities of these mentoa .
N i Middle Schools
large extent. . - tyoes. Thi () Government (Boy
Many of the refugees took 10 businesses qf various types. This ) Goenmne (1(‘.?:1%)) "
way they came into conflict with the old businessmen. Since the (iti) Non-Government h{BG‘YR) 8
former were more energetic and resourceful, the ll.\llcr_wcrc (Jfl?ﬂ (iv) Non-Government (Girlé) T
beaten, Consequently, they had to change their business tactics .
and this improved their lot.® Total : 59
1. For details see S.K. Dey, Nilokheri, Delhi, 1958. . Primary Sc‘hoai; e
2. Besides these towns hundred of refugees settled in other towns and big | Government Primary Schools 548
villages. . Ibid,
3. See Kripal Singh, Partition of the Punjab, Patiala, 1972. ! 2. Figures of 1976,

4, Sce Stephen Keller, Uprooting and Social Change, Delhi, 1976.
5. Ibid,
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B o with schools were O]?cncd n!most_ in every
. To be@Il L il villages and high schools in the big

Private enterprise was encouraged to open
R.K.S.D. College, another at  Pundgj

the third at Kaul—Janta . (_:Ollc:;c_ A
—DAN: ted at Nilokheri. The position, on the

; : ;
technical institute was sta

whole, is gven in Table 4.

chievement s, s .
e Sl'ﬂ_r‘;:: Uani\'crsit)' came into being by an Act of the
University-

i i fay 1956 as a Unitary teachin
composite P’unjab _]“Fi?:;t:;‘p:zqzc :-: fillip to studies and fl‘starcﬁ
0 mi'du:mll:lg;l:wl{iuory, Culture, Archaeology, Literature,
in Ancicn ! ;

o Ph"”“’p:; Rajendra Prasad, the then President of
-cd functioning with a Saﬂs}kril\[’a]i and
ied in the preamble to the Act in the
i Dcp:l{”m:::n:.'::r:mli?frlfdaddilionps were made and it was
i ;ulti:facull}' University with eleven post-graduate
i amely Sanskrif, Hindi, English, Philosophy, Chemis-
dep:;thn?:ir;t: ’]:I:llhcm:ltics. History, Economics, Political Science,
:ﬁ'cicn: Ind,im History Cu]lur_c aqd Archaeology. That was the
first transformation of the University.

To these, the post-graduate department of Linguistics and the
under-graduate departments of G:ogmp!ly, Botany, Zoology and
Punjabi were added a year later, and in 1963, the Post-gmdu;{tc
department in Education was developed. The emphasis on specia-
lized study and research in Indology, howcn_:r, continued with
the establishment of the Institute of Indic Studies in 1961.

however, the Kurukshetrg

[naugurated .b"
India, the University start

year 1957.

The University has at present twenty-nine departments in
cight faculties. The department of Geography, Botany and
Zoology have been upgraded, Department of Law, Library Science
and Commerce and Business Administration created undergraduate
department and those of Fine Arts and Home Science were
strenghtened. The Department of Modern European Languages
has been started which at present imparts instruction for Certificate
and Diploma Courses in French and a Certificate Course in
German. Thus, the University can with modesty claim that it
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works towards achieving a living synthesis between our ancient
heritage and modern scientific thought,

The Universty located on its own tract of land of about 700
acres, has emerged during the last twelve years or so on as a
unique township. It is no mean achievement that Kurukshetra
to-day can boast of being one of the finest campuses in India. The
campus is beautifully developed with fine roads, buildings, both
residential and instructional, lawns, ornamental trees of various
kinds, shrubs, creepers, etc.

On 30 June 1974, the University underwent a second trans-
formation when it became an affiliated University with its jurisdic-
tion extending to the whole of Haryana. Besides 102 colleges, the
University has also taken over the Post-graduate centre at Ambala.
The total number of affiliated colleges is about 110.

In addition to these seats of lcarning, thirty other institutions
which were associated with the Panjab University in imparting
instruction in  Modern Indian languages and Teaching-oriented
examinations will fall under the jurisdiction of Kurukshetra
University,

The University has a well-equipped Library with over 1,45,000
books on the shelves including 5000 rare volumes on Indological
subjects. The library also provides microfilm reading facilities,
The pride of the Library, however, is a collection of 4100 manus-
cripts. The University brings out three research Journals, namely
the K.U. Research Journal, the Journal of Haryana Studies and
Sambhavana. 1t also publishes Prachi Jyoti, a digest of Indological
studies which goes to almost every library of the world. The
research output is fuvourably comparable to other universities.

A detailed list of Faculties and Departments of the University
is as follows :

Faculty of Indic Studies
L. Department of Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit.

2. Department of Ancient Indian History, Culture and
Archacology. ’

3. Department of Philosophy, Indian Philosophy and
Religion,

4. Department of Psychology.
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and Languages
t of Hindi.
f English.
t of Linguistics and Folklore.
si ance.
artment of Music :md‘Dcc
4 gcgarlmcni of Library Science.
c . -
lg' Department of Punjabl.

t of Fine Arts.
11, DcPar:['-::gt of Modern Indian and European Languages,
12. Depat

Faculty of 4TS
5 Departm en

Dcpail[ﬂf[l
g' Department ©

: of Science .

F““:‘:" ofDepartmcm of Cherrrjlslr)‘

H: Department of P‘hw;s:sics,

15. Department of Bio-P )

16. Department of Bomn_\;.

17. Department of Zooimg‘;ms

18, Department of M‘at 1em s A

19, Department of (xcogr:;p.qt{cc

20. Department of Home gc ]

2]1. Department of Geolog};\ -

92, Department of Hlumun natomy.

23, Department of Military 'atmence.

24, Department of Pharfnacy.

25. Department of Physiology.

Faculty of Social Sciences
26. Department of History..
27. Department of Eco_nf:rnws..
28, Deparlment of Political Science. ] _ .
29. Department of Anthropology (Teaching nas so far not
started).

Faculty of Commerce and Management

30, Department of Commerce and Management.
Faculty of Education )

31, Department of Education. \

32. Department of Physical Education.

Faculty of Engineering and Technology
33.  Department of Civil Engineering.
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34.  Department of Electric Engineering.
35. Department of Mechanical Engineering,
36.  Department of Applied Sciences and Humanities.
37.

Department of Electronics and Communication Engineer-
ing.

38, Dezpartment of Textiles Technology.
Faculty of Law
39.  Department of Law.
Faculty of Ayurvedic Medicine
40.  Department of Ayurveda.
Faculty of Dairying, Animal Husbandry and Agriculture
41.  Department of Dairying, Animal Husbandry and Agricul-
ture.

The numerical strength of the students getting education in
the Kurukshetra region from the primary standard to the college;
University stage is as follows :

TapLE 5

No. of Scholars

Institntion Toral No. of students Male Female
Primary Schools 53518 35631 17887
Middle Schools 17531 12340 5191
High/Higher Schools 54529 40120 14409
College/University

Departments. 6699 5295 10404

On the whole, 1,45,406 males and 57,056 females are educated/
literate. They represent 23.35 per cent of the total population.!

Education has made a great impuct on people’s lives. More
avenues of employment have opened  About 12190 men plus
50,297 labourers and 2,507 persons are enzaged in agricultural
pursuits. In most cases, these people employ modern means to
increase their yield, About 6,700 persons are engaged in household
industries and 8,971 in other than houschold industries.®
1. Census Repart, 1971,

2. Figures taken from Census Department, Government of Haryana,
Chandigarh,
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It has three tehsi
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TABLE 6
Area and Population

hsil Area (5¢. K.M.) Population
Tehs i it S
1:]"'1“1:5! 1257.51 317817
l'(Emttﬂ: 1041.22 176969
=k e e

; 7 862899
Total 3738.00

- el
The District is predominately a rural region. It has 743

illages3  According to 2 rough estimate, about 8-}.48 per cent
;eopgle iive in villages and the rest in towns. Population-wise, the
villages in the District are as follows :

TaBLE7
Village Population
Less than 200 population 64
200-499 192
500-999 247
1000-1999 136
2000-4999 7
5000-9999 10
10000 and above 02

1. Kaithal, though a good centre of trade is not an industrial town. Other
towns are very small.

2. Census Deparyment, Government of Haryana, Chandigarh.

3. 723 inhabited; 29 inhabited.

.
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This shows that most of the villages here are small villages.

Unlike Rohtak and Sonepat Districts, people live here in small
settlements. The same is true of the towns here :

TapLE §
Town Population, 1971

Town Population?
1. Kaithal 45199
2. Thanesar 29555
3. Pehowa 11366
4. Nilokheri 9357
5. Pundri 9107

And even this situation has come to exist because of the
coming of the so-called refugees from Pakistan in 1947. Prior to

their coming, the population was less, as the following figures
from the previous Census show :

Tapre 9
Town Population, 1941-61

1961 1951 1941
Kaithal 34890 28422 22325
Thanesar 16828 11273 6574
Pehowa 11366 6159 —
Nilokheri 6357 8035 6287
Pundri 9107 7660 6552

In the past few years, Kurukshetra has come to acquire a
new look. Now, the holy of the holies claims the best health
facilities. Almost every big village has a dispensary and the
towns—Kaithal, Kaul, Karnal and Thanesar have
Primary Hecalth Centres. Recently,
hospital,

been given
Thanesar got a 50-bed

Forimprovement in means of communication, pucca roads
have been constructed connecting all important towns and big

1. Figures of 1971,
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14

RECLAIMING THE OLD GLORY

Kurukshetra is regaining its past glory now. For its integrated
development, the Haryana Government has constituted a high-
powercd Kurukshetra Development Board (1 August 1968).!
The functions of the Board include the overall development of
the place, including its landscaping, renovation of historical plices
and sacred religious tanks and provision of [acilities to pilgrims
and tourists. Other schemes aim at building of roads and drains,
rest houses and sarais, laying out ol parks and orchards, provision
of transport and sanitary facilities, etc. The total estimated cost for
all thisis Rs. 5 crores. Grants in-aid of Rs. 37 lakhs have been
sanctioned in the three years from 1968-69 to 1970-71 by the State
Government. Another sum of Rs. 30 lakhs was allocated during
1971-72.2

A sum of Rs. 92 lakhs was spent upto 31 March 1973, and a
sum of Rs. 40 lakhs, out of Rs. 57 lakhs provided for the year
1973-74 was spant upto June, 1973. Besides this, the Development
Board has also appealed to the public for generous contribution to
supplement funds.

I. The Board is autonomous in character with a Chairman and several
members. The members include four ministers, i.e., the Chiel Minister,
the Finance Minister, the Development Minister, the Revenue Minister
and high ranking Offizers including the Home Secretary, the Finance
Secretary and the Secretary, Local Selfl Government Department with
Technical Offizers including Chiel Engineers, B & R, Irrigation and
Public Health, Sznior Town Planner, Senior Architect and Chief Conser-
vater of Forests, ete.

2, This project is at present being entirely financed by the Haryana State,
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Three lavatory its have been built at suitable places around
tanks and soakage pr"o'uch roads, viz. (i) the Jhansa road to Sthan.
the tanks. Thrt‘e‘_:;!ﬁ’lc Sthaneshwar temple to Sheikh Chelli’s tomb,
csh\»'a_r_!cmPlc- (1}!1\2 <outh-castern corner of the Tanks, have been
and (iii) along ! her road around the Sannihit tank is under
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bathing l?lat or e, the Mugalpura island along \.\l'llh the approach
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r

Besides this, a cluster of institutions bearing on important
cts of the p::oplc‘s life has sprung up at Kurukshetra. The
a:f:is to make Kurukshetra the centre for the study and propaga-
d
ion of Indian cultural values. o
" Let us hope the holy of the holies regains its lost glory soon.

APPFNDIX I

TIRTHAS IN THE KURUKSHETRA REGION

Kurukshetra is belicved to have 360 tirthas in the holy region.
Many cfforts have been made in the past to identify these rirthas,
but no onc has been able to bring to light all of them. In
this appendix, all the sirthas have been identified, leaving only the

smaller ones, such as some ponds, etc, which are not in existence
at the moment.!

1. This Appendix is based on the findings of Dr. Silak Ram rhogat of the

Kurukshetra University as given by him in the Journal of Haryana Studies,
Vol. VLI, 1976, pp. 14-32,
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I".\:urill-é;i\l i.:.u‘.\-r-_
lld!:m of Kurukshetra
|Ratnajhak near Pipli
| 8 km. SE of
| Thanesar

|

\10 km S of Thanesar

A place sacred to r 5
Visnu, 14 km. NW
of Karnal

[ A tirtha at Saga
16 km. W of Karna

Confluence of the
rivers near Balu
18 km. W of Karnal
18 km. W of Karnal
32 km. SW of
Karnal

% T rSHIE S ENUME
FNRTHAS OF KURUKSHLTRA AS V/‘IS:IMANAPU RANA
Mahabndaratu Vamana- | Re- | Traditional V”'@gf} Tehsil District \
Aranvaka R"' " | l!un?{id erence | rac . _.')h’_: - 2 Ko
Parva I_.,__--—,' - i 'n}-::::tiﬁ”“”m |l_] 37 ] Ratnayaksha | Ratgal Fhanesat | chetra
| | i Larn: Karnal
! i Wi Amin Karnal
[ Aditivada | 13.12 | Aditi Kunda
; | sarya Kunda i
| Chakravyaha
vimana Kunda o
[ Soma Kunda "
i | Advinikumira o
| Kullotirana Kirmach »”
Machakruka 81.7 | Anikunda
| Kesari
| 13.14 1' Saga ” ”
Satata ¥1.8 Satata | .
i it | 13.15 Vimala
Vimaln | Vimalesvara
I Dhundhi siisloigur N
. oo | 13.17 | Prabala tirtha | Bhalolp i3
Pariplava 81.10 Paripalava | | Prisara
l Brahmasthiina
| Drsdvati-
| kauSiki
- . | Balu tirtha Balu )
‘ Daéaratha Agod s »”
\ S akshéiamns | 13:21: ({Dakhasrama o | Dachr #
Prthvi tirtha 81.11 Padgﬂ,’ Rienal b
3 3 . Padhri
Salukint 81.11 Salukina 13.22 Silona Salwan Kaithal Kuru-
. shetra
Hamsa tirtha
Pivana tirtha
Daﬁ:ﬁ\';lnlcdha SI.11 - " 5 Dasasvamedha] Dadwara Saﬁdol-l Jind
Sarpadevi 81.12 | Sarpidadhi 13.23 | Sarpadaman | Safidon ¥ d
Naga tirtha 81.12 | Naga 13.23 | Niga
Aruna tirtha | 81.13 Anta o ”
Tarantuka 81.13 Rantuka 13.24 Tarkhu tirtha | Sinkh Panit -
Paiichanada | 81.14 Pafichanada | 13.27 F:?;_;cl:]l'llannda- Hat Safidoin Iiid
Koti tirtha 81.14 | Koti tirtha 13.28 | Koti tirtha
Kotedvara
il'zmh:idevu
amilta
Asvini Kumara| 81.14  |Asvini Kumira-| [3.31 Asvaiti tirtha | Asan Jind
i Yayati Kupda
Sorya Kunda
Ripa tirtha
Viriha 81.15 | Variha 13.32 le':ihn Barah
Jayantyd 81.16 | Soma tirtha 13.33 | Soma tirtha | Jind i
Jvi_lﬁn_:ﬁ]eivara 13.36 | Jvalamailesvara - ¥ i
Bhiitesvara 13.36 Bhiiteivara )
Asidhara i
Bhikshamati o
Sukratirtha =
Sturva Kunda e
Chandra kupa o

23 km. NW of
Panipat
13 km. N of Safidon

8 km. N of Safidon
Tchsil headquarters
of Jind district

A tirtha at Safidon
6 km. S of Safidon
SE guardian (yaksha)
of Kurukshetra

[6 km. N of Gohana
10 km, SW of
Safidon

A tirtha at Hat

—
—

[4 km. E of Jind

[1 km. E of Jind
District headquarters
A tirtha at Jind

A tirtha at Jind




District \

.1-“‘?‘.:":1-'.‘-"’;}'?::;::{"! Hiete : u;:::::":r?:i_u Xe ) Traditional ’ I ;3!,’;:_1,‘ Tehsil | Remarks
Parva ference S'urnm.-.'ffr('?fm_l'u Jerenc ll_ o | ——— T ll S km. SW Jind
I:’L.‘lh:uhsu 8116 Ekahamsa 13.37 Likas " . ) i
. A urlh{} at P\;lk‘:;rl,
Srta Sanch: 7 Crtasaucha 13.37 = T ! i 5 km. SE of Jind
f’\urL:f.’?r:Eflh l :II:? i};ilrll.l:‘;c;‘rli:;.!lt 13.38 Pindara tirtha | Pindari »
‘ Nirjan = 6 km. SE of Jind
Aunjavat: funjavana 13.38 Mufjavana 18I, = 8 km. S of Jind
‘?I:;\"]-'Llr\n‘:ltilr- :lllrg I\\-::s}ghir_ﬂ 13.39 | Dakhana I?::khm . i o
tha ' ’ Khera - 11 km. S of Jind,
Puskara 81.21 Puskara 13.41 Puskara P,O""h?“' N )

’ Kapila- ) Kheri A tirtha at Ramrai
Mahiavaksha 13.44 Kapila tirtha =
vugandhara 13.47 I ) =
Bh atilvo 13.47 & SW guardian

Rimahrada 8§2.22 Ramahrada 14.1 Ramarad Ramrai S0 ¥ arukshetia
8 km. SW of Jind
Hatya harana 0
Sarya Kunda "
Parasurima- ’ "
tirtha e Hissar 7 km. NW of Jin
| Rraedicmmect i, Taméamil Barsola Hansl x L f Jind
vamamilaka },:5_34 \’:in'ls:m‘lul.ik.l 1111‘_} }(‘:;E;:;gh ason Narwana | Jind ) Ié&:“‘L “jr'i\’;m_'“mm
Kiyasodhana | 81.35 Kayasodhana | 14. g Lodhar Kaithal Kuru
Lokoddhara | 81.35 | Lokodhara 14.2t | Lokodhira kshetra
Kusatirtha _
Sarya kunda A Iirthah:;ixéhl?ﬂu
y ] b Sri-tirtha i 12 km. o
Sritictha ek bs,r;\:x::}:;a lliig Sivalingatirtha | Shimla Narwana | Jind Narwana
—— AT e
Mukuta tirtha | Mator 9 = 13 km. NE of
Narwana
Kapili 81.38 Kapilahrada 14.24 Kapilesvara Kalayat . - 22 km. NE of
Narwana
Atirtha at Kalayat
Sarya tirtha 81.39 Saryatirtha 14.26 Sarya Kunda | Sajooma 11 km. SW of
Kaithal
Gobhavana 81.40 Gavarmbha- 14.29 Gavambha- Guhna Kaithal Kuru- 14 km. W of Kaithal
vana vana kshetra
Gamesairtha
Samkhini 8.41 Sangini 14.34 Sirmkhinidevi | Sanghni Narwana | Jind 13 km. W of Kaithal
(Devi tirtha)
Brahmavarta | 14.35 Brahmi tirtha
Siirya tirtha
Arantuka 81.42 | Arantuka 14.37 | Yaksha tirtha | Barta 5 @ NW guardian
(yaksha) of Kuru- _
kshetra. It is a 73
place of  vasuki
Bailuka tirtha yaksha. 18 km NW
Dhruvatirtha of Kaithal
Brahmavarta | 81.43 Muniprasam- | 14.39 Brahmivarta | Manasa Kaital Kuru- 17 km. NW of
sita Brahma- (Babhrot) kshetra Kaithal
varta
Sutirtha 81.44 | Sutirtha 14.40 | Sruti tirtha Soytha & " 16 km. NW of
Kaithal
Ambumati 81.46 Ambuvana- [4.42 Bhavati tirtha A river and a tirtha
tirtha at  Theh Polar
15 km. NW of
Kaithal
Kamesvara 81.46 Kamesvara 14.42 Kasisvara Theh Polar| Guhla . 15 km. NW of
Kaithal
Matr tirtha 11.47 Matrtirtha 14.43 Rasulpur o - A tirtha near Theh
Polar




T e | TR | R | tredsonal | Ve | mebst | pisvict |  Remarks
o Parva [ Jerence | ggromdahatmya i‘:i{__ m— s e | \ 1 km. N of
Sitavana ._.|I §1.48 | Sitavana 14.44 Sritirtha Siwian ~| i e K:lilthn:!:\ o )
S‘vf,\.”h]n}ﬁ- !|' 81.51 S,.:'g.r:u]mnﬁ 14.47 Svinulomi - || . {‘:JI':{\Lh::D:-\T{ll?‘:\\F\KI;\.B
paha ! | yani \ village
e - i agasvamed- - | A tirtha at Siwan
53;.}]5\.’1!11(.- | 81.52 |[ ]?ii:;dwamcd 14.48 II:l)ﬂ’lhl“ an | \ near Civil Hospital
Dandaka " |
/ | Sahasramedha v '[
| Maharsi . * Kaith:
Mainusa tirtha | 81.53 Mainusa 14.50 | Mansrovar Manas Khaital . (;\k‘?‘- W ""1\:\&112"1
e ) A 2 A pagil g i » mver A R
Apagi / Apaga 15.1 Apagd Gadhsl - tirtha, 4 km. W
of kaital . =
Brahmodum- ! 81.58 Brahmodum- 15.7 Brahmodam- ‘ Sila Kheri = i A tirtha at Sl'lll—'
bara | bara bar | kheri, 3 km. SW
i of Kaithal
Saptarsi Kurjda‘ g1.58 | Saptarsi Kunda 15.8 | Saptarsi Kunda xR il
I x c a ¥ ]
Kedira trtha | 81.59 | Dindideva | 1515 | Dindi tirtha , i
Kapisthala 21,61 Kapisthala 15.14 Vrddhakedara Kaithal - ” Tehsil head-quarters
t of Kurukshetra
; | district
\ l Nakuli tirtha
\ \. Pundarika ,
_ Anjani tirtha Birth place of
\ Hanuman, a mo_und
| in front of Muni-
% \ cipal park, Kaithal.
. Saraka 21.62 | Saraka 15.20 Shergarh » » It is in the west of
Anyijanma. Cunn-.
ingham locates it
Rudakoli - N R
e 81.63 | Rudrakoti | 1523 | Kot tirtha , SE of Kaithal
- jaspada 15.24 | Idaspada , " A tirtha at Sarak
’ » A tirha at Sarak.
on Jakholj road’
Kithdaa ) al}d the backside
81.65 | Kedara 15.26 | Kimdana . of ITI, Kaithal
» A tirtha at Kalsi,
i‘(klm. NE of
Kimjapa 81.6 in aithal Railway
Kalas'lp 8[-66S Ey;;r-l-ll?a 15.27 | Kanti Kapa = Station
: $itirtha 15.18 Kalasi N " A tirth at Kalsi
» According to vima-
napurina this
tlrrtha is visited =
R T —— 81 . i alter Kaithal and =l
) .67 Anyajanma 15.28 Dhanajanma | Deodh- before sarak
Kheri " » 4 km. E of Kaithal
Vate$vara Barot
N'_ h d Blndu 2 iE} 14 }x.n‘l NE Or
agahrada 15.38 | Nagarada Nagrad ];(::lhal
Pundarika 81.68 s Dhos 5 ” «xm. E of Kaithal
. Paundarika 15.40 | Pundarika Pundari &
i .56 . : » 39 town in Kaithal
Trivistapa 15.41 Trivistapa Teotha Tehsil
» ” » Located on Vaita-
aitarani 81.70 | Vai ) rani river, 24 km.
S_g;;;%&[ﬁ:]h £, }54% Nﬂdi tirtha E of Kaithal
nidhvaja) 15.42 | Sulapanisiva A tirtha at Teotha
tirtha A tirtha at Teotha




=i Vamana- - . Village| i District Remarks
Ah}:.‘:,?gf:ﬂf ﬁﬁ:;rrc' Pm-‘},lj_a ﬁf:-11r¢' Traditional Site Tehsil -
Parva Saromahdrimya e ——
S Kotaka tirtha ) 24 km. E of
Rasfvarta 15.43 Rasavarta Sakra » Kaithal
- A tirtha at Sakra
Alepaka 15.44 l‘_uplu peka
tirtha g . 24 km. NE of
Phalakivana | 81.72 | Phalakivana 15.45 | Phalki tirtha | Phara i Kaithal
e readvati 5.46 Drsadvati ” "
ga'rf:,l:(;::gjnhﬂ g:;ﬁ ?u':imahat- 15.49 Somavati tirtha Vs .
tirtha tirtha o hiite ; -
Pianikhata 81.75 Pinikhita 15.51 gd:—];ﬁht:::ha £ " ~
Sukra tirtha A tirtha at Pharal. =
; o { T it ate
Misraka 81.76 Misraka 15.54 Mausara i|1ri:jlr:l]il$t1|;::}( 1
arnal 25 km. W of Karna
: Vyisavana 1:5:55 k P Baras K - A tirtha at Baras
; i .56 Manokimani »
Manojava 81.78 Mangipe ? Paiichaka tirtha »
Sarya Kunda .
Koti tirtha X 24 km. W of Karnal
Nimakhara Nisang » ”
tirtha . 14 km. S of Thane-
Rpamochana Rasina » ” sar )
s aithal Kuruk- 21 km. E of Kai-
Madhuvati 81.79 | Madhuvana 15.57 | Mohina Mohna Kait et hal .
(Devi tirtha) . A tirtha at Mcoli,
Kausiki- 81.80 | Kausiki- 15.59 Samgama 16 km. E of Kaithal
Disadvati- Drsadvati-
Sarngama Sarhgama
Havya tirtha | Hajvan i o 11 km. SE of
Pundri
Kibya tirtha | Koer 55 v 11 km. SE of
Pundri
Sarya Kunda ] i A tirtha at Habri,,
10 km. SE of
Pundri
Vyisasthali 81.81 Vyaisasthali 15.60 | Vyisasthali Basthali | Karnal Karnal 27 km. W Karnal.
Tila Prastha 81.83 Kimdatta 15.60 Tilottami
Kiupa tirtha
Siddhimrnai 81.83 Devi tirtha 15.61 Devi tirtha Sitamai i i 19 km. SW of
(Devi Tirtha)
Ahan 81.84 Anna tirtha ~15.63 Anni Ahun Kaithal Kuruk- Nilokheri
shetra 10 km. SE of"’
Sudina 81.84 [ Sudina 15.63 | Sudina tirtha | Dusen - 2 Pundri
Darsana Dusen ' 26 km, E of Kai-
Hiranyavati thal
tirtha
Mrgadhama 81.85 Nigdhu Karnal Karnal
19 km. W of Nilo-
Krtajapya 15.64 Kirandava Karsa- i kheri
Khalsa 21 km. W of
Ganga tirtha | 15.64 Gangi tirtha Nilokheri
Koti tirtha 15.65 Koti tirtha
Rudrapada
) ) Padma tirtha
Vimana tirtha | 81.86 | Vimanaka 15.65 Barsham
Jyesthasrama | 15.67 Jyesthisrama i3
Koti tirtha 15.71 Koti tirtha =
] ; Sarya tirtha 15.73 Sirya .
\j:suupada- 81.87 \_/isljupada- 15.66 Visnu tirtha 4 5 = 13 km., W of Nilo-
tirtha tirtha : kheri

611




Mahabharata Vamana- . . 5 . ] - 1
If‘:fm;,‘:}:;_ ﬁfﬁ;are | _ Purana ft‘f:‘llf'r Traditional l "gﬁﬁr“ \ Tehsil District \ Remarks
L - Saromdhainya |- | Kulowa Kol Kaithal | Ruruk- | 32 km. NE of —
7 g ottaranaka | 15.74 ulottarana o aitha uruk- | 32 km. NE of
Kulumpuna | 81.88 | Kulottaranaka | or shetra | Kaithal °
i [ Kirmach | Karnal Karnal | 10 km. S of Than-
| | sar
! | " P Foo - - -
Pavanahrada | 81.88 Pavanahrada 16.1 Pavanahrada Pabnawa | Kaithal ;:::1; ;)Q’;hl.(;;:;l SE of
Marud tirtha | 81.88 | Hanumat- 16.3 Masala tirtha \ \ a tirtha at Pabnawa
| sthana . ' |
Amrina tirtha || 81.89 | Amrta tirtha | 16.3 Amrtasthali l |||
i |
$ali Sarya- | 81.90 } Salihotra- 16.4 Silihotra | Sarsa \ 'p 1 hiiilla SE of
T i . tirths \ 5 = —
tirtha | irtha Vaisampiya- Batheri . 3}9 _km. NE of =
‘ nahrada Kaithal. 1t was
| known as Byas
F \ || Kheri. .
Sarya tirtha Theh- . " | 8 km. S qf Pehoxxg.
Malboda It was also known
Malkhal kheri
. s v ST T ' Guhla i 18 km. N of Kai-
Srikuiija 81.91 $rikuiija 16.6 Srikufija tirtha | Kakewar ol o Rty
;. e . ' . 16 km. N of Kai-
Naimisa Kuﬁja\ 8i.92 | Naimisa Kuiija| 16.7 Naimisa . Nawach ” 4 ‘hal
Mehat 81.93 Mahat tirtha | 16.10 . . Kaithal 12 km. N of Kai-
Vedavati 169 | Vedavati Balwatl | Jeattha " thal
e ar- | Guhla i | 16 km. N of Kai-
Kanyd titha | 81.94 | Kanyd tirtha \ L6304 | Kanwar | thal
Brahma tirtha | 81.95 | I}rahma- 1 16.13 I{rahmaslhz‘ma Thana Guhla Kuruk- ;12 km. S of Pehowa:
r tirtha tirtha shetra
Soma tirtha 81.96 Soma tirtha 16.15 Soma tirtha Gumthala - 5 6 km. S of Pehowa
Saptasaras- 81.97 | Saptasiras- 16.17 | Saptasarasvata A tirtha at Mangna.
vata vata tirtha 5 miles W. of
Pehowa
Puskara tirtha | 81.97 | Puskara tirtha | 16.21 Puskara tirtha
Mankanaka 81.98 Mankanaka 16.38 Magana Mangna/ - i 8 km. SW of
Magana Pehowa
Suprabhi Suprabhi
Kafchanikshi Kirmchavikshi
Visila Visa
Manasahrada Sumanochari .
Suvenu Suvenu |
Oghanima Ogha -
Vimlodaka Vimalodaki =
Ausanasa 81.116 | Ausanasa 18.1 Auéanasa A tirtha in Sataur
Brahma- 81.117 | Brahma- | village
Kartikeya kartikeya
Kapila- 81.118 | Kapila- 18.13 Kapilamocha-| Sataur e " 3 km. SW of
mochana mochana na tirtha [ Pehowa
Sukra tirtha ] A tirtha in Pehowa
Agni tirtha 81.119 | Agni tirtha 18.13 Agni tirtha A tirtha on the
Vidvamitra 81.120 | Viévamitra 18.14 | Visvamitra south  bank of
- tirtha Sarasvati at Pehowa
Brahmayoni 81.121 | Brahmayoni 18.20 Brahmayoni | Pehowa » S A tirtha at Pehowa
Prthudaka 81.122 | Prthudaka 18.16 | Prthudaka- A town of Kuruk-
: tirtha shetra district




“Mahabha
‘:' ‘:':;Ji;::im Re- Vamana- Re- Traditional Village| Tehsil 1'| District Remarks
Parva ! Serence Sa P r:::;;f’_‘;m a ference FREAES Site | )
.. A:gkirn’—g_}r —Tg—%g—— -’Qj‘l“ﬁ‘am ~ | Pehowa A tirtha at Pehowa
aviits i aya 2 5 =
Madhusrava I 81.130 ]‘\rxlajillf:slsrava 18.33 Ma}govati i ';}rﬁlii,f;‘;d a tirtha
. tirtha
Atisena tirtha
Sindhu tirtha
| Somakirtikeya
| tirtha
\ Urntaka/
Pipantaka
| Apasarodya
Bhirgava
Deviipi tirtha ¥ o
Dugdha Sar- " '- e
asa \ |
Krpiavana ' |
at7 |
I[\{A;;ggrm;“m A }irlha at Arnaya,
Vasisthodviha | 19.1 Vasistha Prichi ' e 1‘2‘, Dl; ;e?lmm
ist ihs ¥ istha Pri i 5 km. ehowa
Sarasvati- 81.131 | Arund 19.42 Sangama Urnaya | Thanesar Iq?]l;ﬁx m. No
Aruni San- |I 5
ama ' ! A tirtha at Urnay
%amudra Cha- | 81.136 (thatvgrah— 20.1 -Samudra : ,
tvirah Samudra . i 6 km. NE of Pehowa
Gata Sahasra | 81.137 | Sata Sahasra- | 20.3 Sainsa Guhla
Kam ' Tikoran ' n 10 km. E of Pehowa
: 81.137 | Sati kama 20.3 o M | 11 km. E of Pehowa
Sati kama 22
Somatirtha | 204 ka tirth ﬁﬂ;’ﬂ'cha ” } " 11 km. SE of Pehowa
Ranuki tirtha | 81.137 | Renuka tirtha \ 20.5 g;;]yuak?.n:ga 2 Y i A tirtha at Bhor
Bhﬁris_ravﬁ Bhor 4 = 13 km. E of Pehowa
In_dra(J rtha Indrabart » . 10 km. W of Thanesar
lléamtt:_sr\;z;]ra lIé'.ar}mda Kaithal = ]I;l ll:'m St\’ of Thanesar
. usatirtha ucharan 2 i < f g g
Vlr_nochana 81.139 | Rnamochana | 20.6 T Taacss
Taijasa (Auj-
asa) 81.143 | QOjasa 20.7
Parichavata 81.141 | Pafichavata 20.12
Kvuru tirtha 81.144 | Kuru tirtha 20.14
Svargadvira 81.145 | Svargadvira | 20.23
Anaraka 81.146 | Anaraka 20.24 Narkatari | Thanesar | Kuru- 3 km W of Thanesar
. i kshetra
Rudra Patni 81.148 | Rudra Patni 20.24 Rudrakara In the west of
gy Narkatari
Viévesvara 81.148 | Mahesvara | 20.24 In the south of
. | Narkatiri _
Mahideva 81.149 | Brahma 20.25 In the east of 5
‘ Narkatiri
Padmanibha | 81.150 | Padmanabha | 20.25 | Padmanibha _ To the south of the
. ) - Kiapa fort at Thanesar
Visnu loka 81.150 | Kamyakavana | 20.30 | Kimesvara Kamoda
Svastipura 81.152 | Asthipades- | 2525 | Astipur Cunningham lo-
vara | cates it 1 mile to the
rl west of Thanesar
Pavana 81.152 | Pavati
Gangahrada | 81.153 | Biapa Ganga To the south-east
. [ of the University
Koti 81.153 | Ko!i tirtha 25.48 Koti To the north of the
. [ _ i Gurukula
Apaga 81.154 | Apaga Near Rija-Karna
) | ka-Qila
Sthinuvata 81.155 | Sthiinuvata | 21.33 Stanu tirtha Thanesar iTo the north of
| the city
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Badari Pachana 81.156 | Prachi Saras- "21.19 | Badi Prachi - === T _

vati o the north of

Indramirga | 81.157 | Indra tirtha 25.36 | Indra tirtha ‘0‘“7 city
N sarasvati, to

the north of the

Ahoriitra 81.158 city

Ekoratra 81.159 Ekoratri

Tejorase 81.160

Adityasérama 81.161 | Aditya 25.32 Aditya Mir-

kanda !
Mrkandu 25.31 Mairkanda

Somatirtha 81 162 | Somatirtha 25.1 Somatirtha To the north of the
city. on Sarasvati ..
and east of Sthinu-%2
vata

Dadhicha 81.163 Dadhicha &

Sarasvata 81.164 Sarasvata On Sarasvati, to
the north of the
city

Kanyisrama 81.165 Vrdhi Kanyi To the north-east
of Neelam talkies
and to the north
of Lal Sadak.

Samnihiti 81.166 | Sannihiti 23.9 Sannihiti Sanehat To the south-east
of the city,

Yoni 81.168 Brahma yoni

Arantuka

Dwarapala 81.171 Ratnajhaka

Koti g1.171 l Koti

Gangahrada | 81.172 Ganga hrada

Agni Prichina

Chaturmukh | 21.28 Chaturamukpa To the north of the

city. On Jhansa

Chakra Chakra tirtha L

Durga tirtha | 21.14 Durgi Kupa To the north of the

city.
On Sarasvati to the
north of the city

Kubera tirtha

Lakshya tirtha
Riama tirtha
Sukratirtha 21.23 Sukra tirtha

To the north of

All in the Vicinity of Ratgal Thanesar

§T1

. Sthiaurvata
Vasistha
Prachi
Pitr tirtha 21.18
Skanda 25.2 West of Sthianuvata
Daksha 25,2 South of ’
Sthanuavta
Brahma 25.11
Vatesvara 22.12
Nakulisa 25.13
Rudrakara 25.14
Gokarpa 25.15
Vibhisana 25.20
Khara 2522
Harita 25.26 South of
Sthapuvata
Vapita 25.27 South-west of
Sthianuvata
Rudralinga 25.28

Siddhesvara 25.30 West of Sthanu-
vata




—
L
(=3}

rya

North of Kirtavi

1

East of Supirsva

f Viyu
East of Visnu

vata
West ol

Remarks
Sthinuvaia
West of
Sthanu
West 0
Himavatrsvara
East of Visnu

South of

District

Tehsil

Village|
Site

Traditional

\

5.35

2535

R'_-.
fr_-rcn('e
25.40
25.41
25.42
25.43

=)
25.30
25.37
25.38
25.44
25.44

tesvara

Purdana
Kartavirya

V amana
Suromahatmyd

e ———— |
Chitrangade-

{vara
Rambhesvard
Indra
Pardsara
Himava
Supdrsva
Visnu
Mira
Varuna

Viyu

Re-
ference

Parva

Aranyaka

"~ Mahabharata-

APPENDIX 1]

SACRED TANKS IN KURUKSHETRA

Kurukshetra, as indicated elsewhere, is an extensive area of about
48 Kos (about 100 miles) in length and the same in breadth. It
is said in the Puranas that those who visit this area, or reside
here even for a while, go straight to heaven after death. But the

most sacred act is taking a dip in its holy tanks, which are as
follows :

KURUKSHETRA TANK

Kurukshetra tank, as it is locally called, is the centre of
interest for the pilgrims as soon as they arrive in the holy land.

It is now about 3,860 feet in length and 1,860 feet in breadth, In
ancient times, there were long flights of steps on four sides of the
tank but now these exist on the northern and western banks only.
The long line of trees on the northern bank and one small island
and another big island in the middle of the tank have enhanced its
beauty considerably. There are temples and places of Puranic
and historical interest on these islands. The smaller island is linked
with the Shravan Nath Math (an old Ashram of Sannayasis) by a
bridge and the bigger island is linked by another bridge which runs
from the middle of the northern bank dividing the tank into two
parts. Ruins of some structures standing on the bigger island
arc said to have been of a small castle of Emperor Aurangzeb,

who posted armed soldiers here to collect taxes or Jazia from the

pilgrims bathing in the tank and taking its sacred water to their

homes, The rates of taxes are said to have been rupee one for
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3 ~URUKSIETRA: POLITICAL AN
128 KURUK |
d rupees five for @ path, Pilgrims evading,
re puni&hcd and sometimes

to have bzen excavated first by king
he epic battle of Mahabharatd and it must have

s in its long life of existence The tank
¢ 1948, a part of the ashes

2 Gandhi were immersed

t of water an fioit;
taxes We

helieved

a po
payment of

This tank is
Kuru long hefore t

undergone great change :
is considered very sacred and 10 the yea

of the Father of the Nation, Mahatm

in it.
aths, temples and dharmasl g 0 .
e nl: IOI' these, the Dharmashala of Baba Kali Kamli

k of the tan . .
bwa:Ia the Gita Temple of Shri Birla and the Vyas Fi:ludxya Math
of Be,ngali Sadhus as also the Gita Bhawan arc very important.
There is also 3 sacred place for the Sikhs on the north-western
end of this tank.
Both the Sikhs an

tank.

qalas on the northern

d Hindus take keen interest in the sacred

gANNIHIT TANK

ukshetra tank and in length
rcspecli\-‘cly. Pilgrims
he time of the Solar

The tank is much smaller than the Kur
and breadth it is 500 and 150 yards,

generally are led ficst to this holy spot at1
Eclipse.
It is believed that on the day

assemble at the Sannihit tank and if _ _
the time of Solar Eclipse and takes bathin this tank, he acquires

the fruit of 1,000 Ashvamedha sacrifices. This tank has been called
Sannihit because of the assembly of the entire range of the tirthas
on the Amavasya day.
The tank looks like a small lake of glistering water in which
reficcted the domes and spires of the nearby temples.
distance from Kurukshetra railway station
believed to be the permanent abode of
e side is the temple dedicated to Shri
Dhruva Narain. The idols of Lord Vishnu, Dhruva Bhagat, Lord
Hanumun and Goddess Durga have also been placed here.  This
beautiful Temple was built by Shri Panchayat Brahmnan (Regd.),
Kuruksheira, On the other side is another temple dedicated to
Sri Laxmi Narayan. On the southern sideis a vast space known

of amavasya all rirthas
2 man performs shradhs at

are
Situated at a mile’s
on Pehowa Toad, it is
Lord Vishnu. On its on
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Rishikesh tcm[?ll:h -‘1’_:::1;11;1)};;11 Kshetra, which is affiliated to 1l

idols of L Sy |i‘lrmlli1}:ll'.“ and ‘tw t. 16

Shiva h: ‘ord Krishna preaching the Gita to \l\iuﬂ temples with
iva have been built here recently Arjuna and of Lord

STHANESHWAR TANK

Sthaneshwar is the name of 2 s

of Sthaneshw3 iv . '?Jm‘l tank in front o n

v dm];ssgr“‘f-' ‘Ilz is said that this holy tank \fwtsh; o

i A :iz -.uralcr cured the leprosy of an :lncioc ‘-‘tﬂi’_cd

Eaidd Shiva hcr.c o .re Ll‘fF]-l‘Jl' '_s-.nd that the Pandavas wors[l]li o

o T{;lcm.d H_ts blessing of victory in the o

sar city, whi i e tﬂ!:lk 1s only a short distance f arent
city, which itself derives its name from this tank ¢ from Thane-

CuanNDRA Kupra

This is a well i : .
n the bigger island insi
It is o inside the Kurukshetra T
lcmplcr:)en c;f 1_!13 four sacred wells in Kurukshetra SIElrd Tf‘ﬂk.
el I e nldclol' the well, Here Yudhishthira is "[ dm: 15 a
5 a victory pillar which no longer exists stated to have

BaN GANGA (Biuisiinia Kunp)

This holy place is about three miles fr
; i ) : 3 ! om the Kuruk .
t%lis f::::tdnllhal Il]ujhnm_ Pitamaha lying on the buu?h:}rﬂarl:ort:
not drink -l;‘C W:]:is ed Arjuna to quench his thirst.  As he W[}u](;
pierced the eartl = Orﬂ?ﬂ mortal world, the great hero Arj
T i shace ot with his powerful arrow and water e
thanked f\}:jufl;.l fﬂ spring. Bishma drank the holy water and
tank and earn th orbis Erandzed. Pilgrims bathe in this hol
Tt s e l:ombl_ned mcrllt of all the rirthas. Y
S '?t at Bishma Pitamaha rested on his bed of
i s the end of war and gave his last advi S ed o
e cldest of the Pandavas. ce to Yudhishthira,

BaN GANGA (DyaLPUR)
A co iles 4
uple of miles south of the Kurukshetra tank is the village of

Dyal i i
mj;aﬂpﬂuﬁr;;hcrc Bms_ak!n and Dussehra fairs are held annually on
a tank said to have been caused by an arrow of Arjuna
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130 ter for the chariot horses during Arjuna’s
ate

drinking W

for provid0E (. Tyadratha.

single comba

: i : . y

KAMAL Nap (. adjacent 10 Thanesar city. Itis bchc_\-cd
k tocéls tor, was born here out ofa Lotus, ic.,
the Creatof, bhi (navel) of Lord Vishnu. Pilgrims
Brahma in the temple situated on

This sacred tan
that Brahma, )
Kamal which grew on?.the Na /
worship Bhagwana Vishnu an

the tank and carn their blessings.

NARKATARI TANK

i ity on the northern
i i t 1} miles from Tha?esa_r ci ; (
T,hls :-3rgu:1knsl;:::ra-?ichowa Road. P:lgnrlns bathe in _th:s h?;y
::lai;(;nd perform religious rites. This place is also associated with
Bhishma Pitamaha lying on the bed of arrows.

JyoTisaR TANK

Jyotisar, the land of the Bhagwad Gita is the most ;?U'Cduspml on
the epic battlefield of Kurukshetra. It is said that t is is the place
where Lord Krishna delivered the massage of the Gita to Arjuna
on the eve of the great battle of Mahabharata. It was once a part
ancient city of Thanesar.

o th'cl'hc Jyolisar‘lank is about 1,000 feet by 500 feet and there

stands a Bamyan tree which is believed to have been there for

more than 5000 years, There is another Benyan tree over 1.hc
ruins of a Shiva temple. Pilgrims who assemble on the occasion
of the Solar Eclipse at Kurukshetra also come here to pay hom-
age. They offer water to the ‘Immortal’ Banyan tree, read or
listen to the verses of the Gita.

According to tradition, it was at this spot under a Banyan tree

in the battlefield of Kurukshetra that the chariot of Arjuna was
made to stand by the Lord between the two armies. It is believed
that the tree still stands there as the only living witness of that
celestisal scene.  Now a marble chariot with the idols of Krishna
and Arjuna stands here under the tree. Some monks belonging to
the Hindu Mission, who have dedicated their lives to the propa-
gation of the massage of the Gita, look after this place. Gita
Jayanti is celebrated here every year with enthusiasm.
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Jyotisar is situated at a distance of five miles from Kuru-
kshetra railway station on Pehowa road. A beautiful Canal Rest
House has been constructed nearby on the bank of Bhakra Canal.

The old tank has been renovated and converted into a beautiful
lake for the benefit of the tourists.

Penowa TANK

This tank at Pchowa is 17 miles from Kurukshetra. A Pilgrimage
to Kurukshetra without a dip in the Pehowa tank is not considered
fruitful. From time immemorial, the Pehowa tank has enjoyed
the privilege and honour of being one of the most sacred places in
Kurukshetra. Pilgrims come here from far and nearto perform
shradhs and pay respects to the ancient temples.

PiiaLGuU TANK

Thisis a very sacred tank at village Pharal. Itis in bad shape,
but the Government has directed its attention towards it very

recently and it is hoped that soon it will be restored to its old,
great position.

PunDARAKA TANK

The Pundaraka Tank is equally sacred. Itis situated at Pundri.

Itisalso notina good condition and has recently attracted the
Government’s attention.

KALAYAT Tank

This is a very sacred tank. The tradition says that Kapila Muni

performed yajna atits bank. Hundreds of people visit it every
month.
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|
1 2 3 4 5
16 Suryakund or Mahrani Karnal Babu Gr'm-w 1 Kos
X 3 2
APPENDI 17 Pushpkavas Karnal Agondh 3 Kos
| 18  Dashrath Tirth or Jasra  Karnal Agondh -
. 19 Vishnu Tirtha and Agam Karnal Agondh 3 Kos
. Parikrama : | 20 Dakhsh Ashram Karnal Vachar 1 Kos
Kurukshetra | Tirtha Sadhwala
21 Adipalaw or Bavan Tirtha Kaithal Darglani 3 Kos
22 Hans Tirtha Das Ashaw- Kaithal Salwan 2 Kos
megh Tirtha
ess g . 23 Brahma Tirth Kaithal g K
 tirtha is not considered complclc unlgls_s 'Ih J‘I‘:n Zi pra' n{m irtha p adz a I{l‘fsalfol' ]~1 Km.
Visit to @ holy 7 und it. A definite route is chalked arashar in ajookalan 0s
Lrama (sacred walk) is taken :;T?mccs for parikrama. We give below 25 Kovyi Tirtha Jind Safidon 2 Kos
out which 15 followed by lhfl‘l 1"" Kurukshetra, as it stands today : 26 Rattankund Tirtha Sami- Panipat Sainak 2 Kos
the Parikrama routc of the holy yag Tirtha
Dislanc_c— 27 Panchnidhi Jind Hat 2 Kos
: Tehsi)  Village/  from i L P e e, T tke
Serial Name of T'lrlm District Town previous 29 Roopvati Tirtha Jind Asan 3 Kos
No. to be visited village town 29 Jamdagin Tirtha Jind Jamni near
_ Asan
B 3 4 5 30 Varah Tirtha Jind Viraha 3 Kos
1 £ e 31-40
| Thanesar Thanesar Trfl;an':zz: 41 Pindtarak Jind Pindara 2 Kos
4 : Thanesar an 42
2 Sanihat o
3 Ruderhirdy or Kalusar ~ Thanesar  Thanesar to  Bhut swar Jind Jind 2 Kos
4 Vidurkoop Loagesr:  Thanesar i
1
5 Vayusar or Kurukshetra ~ Thanesar  Thanesar o 48
6 Koti Tirtha Thanesar Thanesar ;;05 to  Barahavan Jind Punvand 1 Kos
Thenesar 2 kos 54
7 Gangaroh Thanesar el
8 Aditi Kund Thanesar ~ Thanesar : :“” 55 Pushkar Tirtha Jind Pushkar kheri Half Kos
Amin 0s
9 Abhaychakara Thanesar ; 56
: I Kos . :
10 Vimalsar ’]:hancsar Eai:;lm = s to  Ramhirdyas Jind Ramhirdya 1 Kos
11 Parasar Karnal shon ; Kos 59 Bansbol Barsola 3 Kos
12 Koshki Sangam Karnal Babu (éram iy 60  Kayasodh Kasom 2 Kos
s ] m . « 3 )
13 Dharitidhar or Vamsar ~ Karnal Babu Gm 1 Kos 61 Kishan Tirtha or Kaithal Kharana
14 Balkhilya Karnal Babu Gram

15 Papmanadev or Jobra Karnal Babu Gram 1 Kos

62

Surya Kund

Kachrana 2 Kos
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63

64
65

66
67
68
69
70
o
71
12
to
74
75
76
77
78
79
80

to
82
83
10
87

88
89
90
to
97
98
to
110
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; 1
KURUKSHETRA - roL
3 4 5
—— S5Kos
: — h Kaithal KB ghar
Lokodwar Tirtha o i
: 1 Kos
tor
Shivkund . Bato
¢ hwar L )
hglual\r:t;:ﬂa Kasan 1 Kos
Shri Tirtha Kulapat 3 Kos
Kapilhirdya Tirtha Sanjuman : '[20-‘
; a 2 Kos
;ahan 11 a : C ;
g}?;lhi and Brahama-
waral Tirtha .
Bahar os
Haryakhsh Dhrow
Tirtha Mulak
i I Kos
. Zaithal Gahoran
Gandharav "l'mpa t::ithﬂ i o
Brahamavarat Tirtha i S 3 R
pier 02 Zaithal Polter Majrama 1 Kos
Zamleshwar Tiratha Kai ' o
pes Kaithal Lakhnow 4 Kos
Kamleshwar o fests iy
Matar Tirtha, Varnu Kaithal Rasoolpu
Tirtha, Shiv Kund
Vasatvan 1f
Kavashaparas . _ —
Tirtha Pavwaran 4 Kaithal Sawan
Tirtha Uma '_l"irr.ha |
Dasharath Tirtha [ ‘ e .
Manas Tirtha Kaithal ] .’.n'l.:J.. 5
Upgaya Tirtha Kaithal Gadli :
Dab Tirtha Kaithal Khera Shella  Half mile
Brahama Tirtha etc.
Hirdyakedar Kaithal Ka’sba I Kos
Vishnu Tirtha }}(an}ha[ or
Saravdev etc. Kapithal —
Kulavtaran Kaithal Kulavtaran 2 Ko

11
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1 2 2] 4 5
112 Yaksh or Kalikund Kaithal Yaksh 2 }\.(;‘:_
113 Suryakund or Sarak Kaithal Shergarh -] mile
114 Koi Koop Kaithal Snb;l}gixrlt I mile
115 Uppersidhi Kaithal Sabajgarh I mile
116 Khadanmas Sakrani [ Town Sabajgarh 1 Kos
& Kaithal ) '
117
118 Dhanjanam Town Dhoodkheri 1 Kos
Kaithal
119 Kultaran or another  Town Kayonak 3 Kos
Koop Tirtha Kaithal
120 Bhadar Tirtha Town Barot 3 miles
Kaithal
121  Pundrik Tirtha or Town Barot 2 Kos
Naghirdya Tirtha Kaithal
122 Treevashtak Tirtha Town Yayona 3 Kos
&  Vaitrani Kaithal
123
124 Shukar Tirtha Kaithal Sakra 4 Kos
125 Papkolak Tirtha — — —
126 Phalgoo or Hirshayad- Kaithal Pharal 5 Kos
vati Samant to Som
Tirtha
to  Vaighat Suryakund
130  Rishi Tirtha
131 Shachi Tirtha Kaithal Shanch 4 Kos
132 Neemsar Tirtha Karnal Nisafig 4 Kos
133 Man hayjitnay ka Karnal Varas 2 Kos
to  Tirtha etc.
137
138 Rinmochan Karnal Rasaina 2 Kos
139 Koop Tirtha Karnal Todayani 8 Kos
Karora
140 Mat Tirtha Karnal Thana 1 Kos
141 Surva Kund Karnal Hawari 2 Kos
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3 2 Kos
— a
'L”’#‘f-f';hki &  Kamal Bghen
142 Sidhvati Kos ot _
143 Roopval, Kaithal VY .
144 Koshki Tirtha . "
145 Ram Tirtha - Bastli . 1\'05
146 Dat KOU_II_‘_ - Karnal Sitahat .l‘\.ub
Vedvati 117
bk Scitahat Tirtha . Kamnal Kowar 1 Kos
148 Panch Tirtho Koshki  R&
Hirdy2 . Vasamon 4 Kos
149 Awaran Tirtha Karnal
to Ganganam.
Dashrath Tirtha
Swarn Nadi . dhu %R
152 Pad Tirtha Mandakini Thanesar Nag
H 5 Bolshyam 1 Kos
153 Vamankheter Thanesar )
surya Tirtha
10 Cheshta Tirtha
{oi Tirtha etc. N ]
l;gg ;ﬁ:tar‘an Tirtha Thanesar Kirmich 1 Kos
Rabhsar Laxmansar Thanesar Rari 1 Kos
Baracish ) '
160 Pavanhirday Kaithal Pipnada 6 Kos
161 Sathanaamrit Kaithal Chandlana 7 Kos
162 Koop i e
163 Kultaran Tirtha Kaithal Kol (Kamal 2 Kos
gram)
164 Karandoo or Kultaran Thanesar Karsa 2 Kos
165 Shalihotar or chalchia Pehowa Sarsa 4 Kos
Tirtha . '
166 Vyashirdya Pehowa Vyaskheri 1 Kos
to
168 Punya Tirtha
Koop Tirtha
169 Tapan Tirtha Pehowa Mslaniker: 1 Kos
Surya Kund
170 Shri Kunj Tirtha

Pehowa

Vanpura 4 Kos

APPENDIX
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2 3 4

171
172
173

174
175

176
177
178

179
o
200

201
o

Neemsar Tirtha Pehowa Narch

Namis or Sriganj Pehowa Bhanpuha
Vidhyavati and Kanya Pehowa Saunti
Tirtha

Brahmasar Tirtha Pehowa Thana

Shon Tirtha Marjan  Pehowa Gumthala
Tirtha Kriri Sisa

Gram
Shivparpti Pehowa Mandhana
Muketshwar Mahadey

Shuker Tirtha Gopal
Mochan Tirtha

Agniratha 3
Manushurtha |
Niglnitirtha
Devpatia
Avantaktirtha |
Sindhudwip |
Devatirtha |
|

Pehowa Satora

Vishwatirtha
Bahmayonitirtha |
Ahokarantirtha |
Daliptirtha |
Pagtirtha |
Prasathtirtha |
Papantiktirtha
Kapiltirtha
Mahadevtirtha
Prithvisaramadadev
Kartiktirtha
Vashistpad
Mandlatander
Kuruwaman |
Somkartik tirtha
Vanititirtha |
Ghritsar Valasharva |
or Madhupravatirtha |
Yati Tirtha J

Prithudak Satora
or Pehowa

Aman Sangam Tirtha
Saptok Lodhar

1 Kos
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2 3

1 ” B s

205 Sa_mudar Pehowa

gamudar Kaithal
Samudar Tirtha
206 gatsabajitirtha
to Rinmochamirtha
i Pehowa
210 gomtirtha Pch
Kavatkund or Kaithal
Kashiwala
irtha Pehowa
211 Ranukatit S
2 Vi n Pchowa
212 Vimocha 25wk
213 Suryakund Thanesar
214 Uchstirtha Thanesar
215 Sanu
216 Panchtap
to
217 Gurutirtha 1

to Nabhkamal
224 Swargdwarb ]
Nadi Bhawaj or Nadi
Bharangi Anarak
(Narkatari)
Bhishmkund s
Brahmakup |
Ruderkup |
Ruderpatikup 1
J

Thanesar

Padnabhakup
Sarvavedi
Ralambaya
225 Sarvdevtirtha
Laxmitirtha
226 Kamvan Kamyaratirtha Thanesar

Thanesar

227 Jothirdyatirtha Thanesar
228 Batara Thanesar
229 Laxtirtha Thanesar

230 Yani makoripavan
yani Pawani

i pOLITICAL AND CULT

4

'U fna ya

Sahana

Aranapcha
Sapsa

Bhursanipur

Rakba
Hawari

Thanesar

Saravdev

Kamondh

Josar or
Jyotisar

Astipur
Kasba
Thanesar

URAL HISTORY

—

5

S -TKOS_

2 Kos

1 Kos
4 Kos

4 Kos
4 Kos

6 Kos

6 Kos

4 Kos
2 Kos

1 Kos
1 Kos
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-
2

231 Char devghat
to
234

235 Koshi

236  Gangaharidwar

to  Koyi kup

259  Upgaya
Shragni
Brahmayoni
Kuber
Bahar
Rigatirtha
Kalavatotirtha
Shukertirtha
Chaturmukh

Chakartirtha
Parchivashisht
Indertirtha
Ramtirth
Neemkhad
Ekpoot
Chiterkabans
Aditya or Markund
Soap Braji
Sarswat
Saraptirtha
Brahmakanya
Ruderling

Thanesar

Thanesar

Thanesar

4

Palol

Khere
Ramnagar

Town
Thanesar

[
o

I Kos

| K(N

1 Kos
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S AND
SOME IMPORTANT FIRMANS, ORDER
MEMOS

i i etitioned the quemm
The Brahml?s ‘:ﬁa?:‘il?: c;i; ilr;a:llrc\gsu:::'ounding tanks, \\':111(;!1“:?5
- pmfs'llzfcruth {pilgrimage) may not bc. caught, n(?r |_1 o
all places o horned cattle slaughtered at this place, Hls. grld bp.
flcstm}'?d, ot of the great sanctity in which Thanesar is 1 cd 13
i CO“S_IdETalIQ;l Icasedh to direct that travellers blc enjoine c:
b Hlﬂdlls;. ]hcfof the Brahmins in the :1bovc.mcnl}0n.ed respec
l.Egz?rrxds tft:l:' :slspossible in all others touching their prejudice,
an

(Sd) G. Clerk
10th January 132 Political Agent, Ambala
th Janu ¢

PuBLIC PROCLAMATION

qifgx zTAa wiaae dd  gio aEmT qifeaaang
gAmA Wz @ gmw Q9F  AwUAT RLEI L
auedl wAwiE A AT A9 FEIAT  IALFATAZ
a:anq qRAFT T GAT FEAT FAMA q §IAT AHAT
aiasr aun gzedd Aifgma @ w@IUA T grEw
qav  aFig w9 qumg wfza  wgamwm o wEar 4
T mgd foman @ o q9gd WA AAAT el a0
3z | & w9 Wifg 7 M@ A &gz nfwa a avaq A
;EIIEE a7l 17 T AT 49K A 31T U T FAIT 5 |

APPENDIX [V

141
g gams 73 mifz

anr fq oz
I T 7137

TEETT gavag gaar AT
V¥ 1A zam mifar 2T a9 gafy g
AFAT A J1 AFAT gram
AAZ T ATAE T 771 oy

37 fag
7 afy

¥ 3T gATm
R T afiwar wifgaim
TH AAZT q1azr 3 3y TAAT AT {4z
37 "fgma gy AT T 247 wa7g g
9T T AAA AIEs 3ty TATT 7 9333*
TR F94, 7531 fxdt

It is evident that there are mnumerable places of Hindu pilgrimage
and worship in the vicinity of Thanesar,

visit cf His Excellency the Governor Gene

and on the presentation of an application by the Brahmins and
Hindus of the place for the protection of fish, fowl and cattle etc.
His _Exccllcncy with full consideration of the comforts of the
subjects and respecting their religious views and sentiments was
graciously pleased to strongly direct that nobody shall ever catch
fish from the tanks, neitler cut trees thereon, nor shoot or kill
birds and fowls, v in pursuance of the above order of His
Excellency it is publicly proclaimed that -
orders none of the present or future generatio
in the land or resident thercin would dare
feelings of the Brahmins and Hin
on the sacred Tirthas, catching o
and cattle, especially cows ete.,

On the occasion of the
ral of India to Thanesar

Hence

cording to previous
n whether travelling
injure the religious
dus of the place by cutting trees
[ fish in the tanks, killing of fowls
etc,

Ist April, 1833

I

Robkar of the Ijlas of Mr.Ge
er, District Kaithal dated 4th

No Azan shall be calle
four sides of Kurukshetra T

orge Campbell, Deputy Commission-
November 1847.

d up to a distance of 200 vards on all
irtha. The Mohammadans of Thanesar

*The firman is in Persian script, but owing t

0 some technical difficulty on the
part of the press, it has been giaen here in

the Dzvanagari script.
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for pcrsonal needs, but no
he Thanesar town. Fish

are allowed to bring meat from Pipli
o trees shall be cut

public sale of meat can be permittlcd in ;nd ;
would not be caught from the Tirthas

without providing ownership.

v

During the time I was incharge of l‘hc Than;s‘::' d::”:]: cir‘z?
1849 to 1856 a period of 7 ycar;_l :::;ar::‘ilry: 1?:1@.; :Il:c e
i i tanks surrounding the g !
E]g'ncoijc;]‘tr:nag:rdmcc with sanad which_ l.hc _Bmhr_m}r:s ?11- t[hacn;(;wnr
hold and in consideration of the sancitity 10 which the : 0
Tirthas in the vicinity of the town are held 1 woul@ “m.;g 3{_ re-
commend an observance of the whishes‘of the Brahmins who O:m
a large body of the community on this L.and, :_:s I have gencr; !y
speaking found them as a body reasonable 1n I!l\.tlr requests and In
accordance with the orders of the civil authorities.

Thanesar (Sd.) Deputy Commissioner.

March 8, 1856.

Thanesar, Distt. Karnal.

Brahmin Panchait Versus Rahim Baksh Butcher.

Removal of shop for selling meat.

In my opinion it is not proper to opena butcher's shop at this
place. Ist of all, the Brahmins have got a copy of order of His
Excellency, the Governor General which strictly prohibits the
opening of shop for the sale of meat, secondly I have learnt on
investigation that the butchers had before beginning the construc-
tion of the shop given an agreement that they wont use it for the
sale of meat. Moreover, this shop is situated oa the road where
selling meat will bea source of nuisance, under these circum-
stances the shop cannot be allowed to be used for this purpose.
Hence it is ordered that the shop be closed at once. Rahim

Baksh be informed.
Deputy Commissioner.

AppENDIX TV
143
Vi

Office of Syed Mo
> ° oyed Mohd. Rashid
Delhi District, Camp L'I.I(lhj'qn:: y Ak

27/12/1877

District Superintendent,

I was appointed at Pipli in F .
and left ( in February in the beginning of March 7
Police Dehpeartp:::tonDl 7th November 73 being Fr:motcd ig lhi
slaughter ever arose uring my stay at Pipli, no case of cow
i T i e y nor | c\.'cr saw cow being slaughtered there
member that during this period (being summer season)

no troops made a halt at Pipli
ipli. T i
o Ambfk;_ he report be submitted to the

S‘d,’l Syed Mohammed Rasid
Assistant District Superintendent.
Delhi District.

VIl

In obeyan i
sl z.:} ;;(;? t{Iardclr lcom'cyed in Parwana, dated 8th December 77
s 1at I have never see g i 5
] en any cow being slau
o5 ev::;l;:;[ ilﬂllighi_crcd compound of Pipli. Sf;e\'cml times o
‘alks 1n the vicinity of Piplj o
i y ipli [ happened to pass by
—— ;Js::;; but found no fresh signs of cow slauulnsr b?)yf
mctos;re 'n:in::_ lso much that old bones were lvine nc&rthc
el i closure is situated spur
el L ) ed on the Gurdaspura sid
Orplhc lmc;e thercbls a Kachcha pond. There was no co;pou;ld c\uc;]l-
osure but only some low s
o e ne ’ mounds, as are generally m:
e “hatﬁecllds.[ When I have never seen any cow hcting -‘;I.T:;uljlc
e o ;m say of beef being ever sold there. \\'hcnci:r
ket 1[-,051: 0?1_31_(:1.3 a halt here, the butchers accompanying them
= o Slatioarcs?r slaughtered cows in one corner of the
n stayed at Pipli f .
e iy plt from Ist February 18
s m; Iz;y 1873 an‘d made the above literary true slat) m -
Bth ol my experience of over § years e

chtered in

Sd/- Bahadur Hussain Tehsildar.
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ted 8th December

in Parwand da

orde veyed “nl Pgaddar, I beg to report that |
oy f Adalat -
In obeyarc i

73 upto the
received 1 of Pipli from Zﬂdv?::;rgr;rcnn hclrr‘; me |
: o
77 Tchsﬂdaf = Asfar if" 53'\\’ any butcher of Thane-
ln“ﬁ'cr caw any enclosure for
nor I ms:cn any butcher of Thane.
et :
;al of troops
: .of on the armva . '
g . kine Of § Jling b chfc British Troops which was
qar slaughtering by 3";ns them. There was a simﬂ
mpany sed to s
acch‘_gc where 3 butcher 1 this I have
the Sauthernd-‘hecp only. Excepting th
5
mea
mutton O

_U1-Din Munsif, Ambala
(54 Quib-t §.2.1878.

X

Office of the Deputy Commissioner
he sanad granted by His

inst t .
allowed to 20 ERIT Forwarded to the Tehsil-

No bodycanbe & 0L\ Bahadur.

Excellency Governor
dar for compliance. ; e

X

A[}]l catio [v] ussain Baks -\l:l. 1 Bﬂ 8 elc. to b “0\ d 1o
] h L ll t ca We
h n f

slaughter kine at Thanesar. )
¢ Orders . T
?l?lixesar town is populated by Hindus all:d :; n::kinc g
llow people to have an enclosure for‘ slaug lcdr wiuld o
:.Oc:.lidbt injuring the feelings of the Hindus ar} e e
their religious prejudices. Moreover now the

there. Papers be filed. Sd/. MajoA.B. Gurdan,

Deputy Commissioner, Ambala.
gth March 1878.

AprPENDIX 1V
X1

L Camp Pipli, District Ambala.
Application of Alahi Baksh son of Mir Baksh and Ak bar son of

Nabi Bux etc. butchers of Thanesar to be

allowed to construct an
enclosure for cow slaughtering near Pipli.

Court of D.C. Ambala

[ inspected the place applied to be used by the applicants
in the presence of the butchers and the Brahmins of Thanesar. 1
quite agree with the opinion of the Tehsildar of Thanesar and
don’t allow the erection of a slaughter house here. Application
rejected.

If applicants intend to apply for some other place they can
do so.

(Sd.) G.C. Brown,
Deputy Commissioner Ambala,
Camp Pipli.
13.4.1887.

XII

In connection with the application of Hussain Bux Butcher of
Thanesar to the effect that he may be allowed the slaughter of
cows at Thanesar and Pipli we agree and give it in writing that no
cow has ever been slaughtered at Thanesar or at Pipli nor such

thing should ever be done in future and nor shall we ever sel] beef
in Thanesar or Pipli. Butchers of Pipli

XIIT

His Excellency the Governor of the Panjab visited Thanesar in the
course of his Monsoon tour on the 5th August 1921, He was very
pleased to inspect the old historical and sacred tanks and temples
of Hindus and at the request of the Kurukshetra Restoration
Society performed the foundation stone laying ceremony of the
Kurukshetra Pushtkalya in the presence of the Brahmin priests,
men of learning and leading members of all India Sanatan Dharma
Mahamandal gathered there to welcome His Excellency,

In commemoration of his visit Sir Edward Maclagan, K.C.S.I.
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.o donation 35 wifsh
: C.LE.,, was pl:as:d to m‘ak"p;mchait of Tlxanc>_:lr 3“ 8 ﬂc
o “dq i s, 500 was distributed by the
divided a ’ |

; whic :
propoction = dia in 1851. f Government
Ciperos. Gcnc:ialhf:fc::gan (rusts that all Omﬁ:: :nd assist in the

Sir Ed“'af] observe the sﬁnclii)‘_of lhcdl" ;istoricﬂl P—
will scmpmousfyx\'mks of archacologlcal an
reservation O ! "

'%hancsar and its neighbourhoo :
(sd) G.CS. Black, Major,
ks S
the Governor

Government Houfc per 1921 Excellency th 4

Lahore, 14th Novem of Punja

X1V

m - .
Fro The Deputy Commissioner,

District Karnal. To

L. Beni Parshad, Vice President

Municipal Committee, Thanf:s_:u

other signatories to the Memorial

to His Excellency the Governor
of the Punjab.

No. 739 G, dated Karnal, The

20th May 1925.

MEMO _—
With reference to your petition of 1st March 19;4, lIE am“;l:;cn‘. :hc
to communicate to you the following orders of His Exce y
Governor-in-Council.

ORDER :
KiLOK rohibiti i { beef at any time or from

der prohibiting the import ol D oF
:n';t};:!acc[:vhatevct would neither be fair to other communities nor
ithin the competence of Government. .

%hc Dpcputy  Commissioner, however, has becbn m“m‘?:"mdt-i
make arraﬁgemems tp secure that the meat of animals sacri m: {;
Pipli during the,Id should be taken into Thanesar after darkan

the Commissioner, Ambala Division,

ArpENDIX IV 147
by a definite route selected so that no reasonable
complaint be given to members of any community,’

2. A copy of the orders issued by me after consultation with

grounds for

£

‘ : in compliance with the
instructions of Government, is herewith attached for your infor-
mation,

(Sd.) Deputy Commissioner,
24.4.25.

XV

ORDER

At no time, whether on the occasion of the Id-Ul-Zuha or other-
wise, shall kine be sacrificed or beef imported for sale within the
Thanesar Municipality.

2. At the Id-Ul-Zuha kine may be sacrificed at the slaughter
house of Mauza Pipli after being taken into the village as quietly
as possible after it is dark. The flesh of the slaughtered animals
may then be brought ‘into the Thanesar Municipality after’ it is
dark by the route fixed by the police. It shall be brought in

covered receptacles and only for the personal consumption of the
sacrificers.

(Sd.) Deputy Commissioner,
24.4 25,
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GHTE
FREEDOM FI
KURUKSHETRA

RS OF DISTRICT

Sr.  Name of Freedom fighter

No. and parenrage

1. Sh. Amar Singh.
S/o Sh. Malla Singh

2. Sh. Ajit Singh .Ajii
Sjo Sh. Budh Singh

3. Sh. Budh Singh
S/o Sh. Bhagwan Singh

4. Sh. Charan Dass
S/o Sh. Aya Singh

5. Sh, Dharam Singh
S/o Sh. Kesar Singh

Address

V. & P.O. Assandh,
Teh. Kaithal,

Distt. Kurukshetra
Shahabad, Markanda,
Teh. Thanesar,
Distt. Kurukshetra.
Vill. Nalvi,

Teh. Thanesar,
Distt. Kurukshetra.
V. & P.O. Assandh,
Teh. Kaithal,
Distt. Kurukshetra,
Allowal,

Kharkarha,
P.O. Teh. Guhla,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

APPENDIX V

10.

1.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

2

Smt. Gian Wanti
W/o Sh. Om Parkash

Sh. Harbans
S/o Sh. Neat Ram

Sh, Jathedar Santa
Singh S/o Sh. Kehar Singh

Sh. Jarnail Singh
S/o Santa Singh

Smt. Jiwani
W/o Sh. Kasturi Lal

Sh. Jagir Singh
S/o Sh Kala Singh

Sh. Jagir Singh
S/o Sh. Banta Singh

Sh. Kamar Lal
S/o Sh. Ram Chand Saraf

Sh. Kaka Ram Arya
S/o Sh. Narain Dass
Sh. Kartan Singh

S/o Sh. Makhan Singh

Sh. Lachhman Singh
Slo Sh. Lakha Singh

Clo M/S Sarma Mal Jiwan
Ram, Shahbad.

Distt. Kurukshetra.
Vill. Gagazina P.O. Rasina,
Teh. Kaithal

Distt. Kurukshetra,
Clo Giani Mehar Singh,
Kurukshetra,

Distt. Kurukshetra.
Vill. Gumthala Gadhu,
Teh. Kaithal,

Distt. Kurukshetra,
Vill. & P.O. Assandh
Teh. Kaithal,

Distt. Kurukshetra.

H. No. 412, Ward No. 5§ Moh,
Mayjri, Shahabad Markanda,
Distt. Kurukshetra,

Vill. Dabri,

Teh. Kaithal,

Distt. Kurukshetra,

Tea Shop, Pehowa,

Teh. Guhla,

Distt. Kurukshetra,

Moh. Pansari, Kaithal
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Naisi,

Teh. Thanesar,

Distt, Kurukshetra

Vill. & P.O. Jotisar

Teh. Thanesar,

™" 22 TF 0w



18.

19.

20.

21,

22.

23.

24,

25

26,

KURUK

Sh, Labh Chand
S/o Sh. Jamna Dass

sh. Lakshman Singh
S/o Sh. Nar Singh

Sh. Lachhman Dutt

Sharma, Sfo Sh. Bal
Mukan Sharma

Giani Mehar Singh
S/o Sh. Sohel Singh

Sh. Mo.hindcr__Singh
Slo Sh. Bakshish Singh

Sh. Nihal Singh
SJo Sh. Arur Singh

SHETRA : POLITICAL

smt. Phool Wati . {

W/o Late Durga Singh .

Sh. Parma Nand
S/o Sh, Kewal Ram

Sh. Phagga Ram Sewak

S/o Sh. Ajudhia Parshad

Sh. Shiv Dayal Sharma
S/o Sh, Bhora Ram "~

]

AND CU LTURAL HISTORY

H. No. 182, Ward. No. 3,
Ladwa, Teh. Thanesar

Distt. Kurukshetra.

vill. Salwan,

Teh.Kaithal,

Distt. Kurukshetra.

vill. Landi, P.O. Landi, ‘
Teh. Thanesar.

Distt. Kurukshetra.

New Colony,

Kurukshetra,

Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Helwa, P.O. Sainser,

Teh. Guhla

Distt. Kurukshetra, | |
vill. Ditta, P.O. Kaithal,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

vill, Salwan
Teh. Kaithal,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Thall,

Teh. Thanesar,
Distt. Kurukshetra.
Ex-Vice President’
Teh. Congress Committee,
Kaithal, e
Distlt. Kurukshetra,
Committee  Bazar, Shuhnha‘cll
Markanda, &
Distt, Kurukshetra.

28,

29,

30,

3L

32.

33

34,

35.

36.

ATPENDIX V

Sh. Sewa Singh,
S/o Sh. Amar Singh.

Sh. Sardara Singh
S/o Sh. Budh Singh

Sh. Surain Singh
S/o Sh. Sawan Singh

Smt. Surinder Kanwar,
Wd/o Sh, Kanwar Lal Singh

Sh. Shinghara Singh
S/o Sh. Ala Singh

Sh. Tara Singh
S/o Sh. Dhiyan Singh,

Sh. Giani Veer Singh,
S/o Sh. Lakha Singh.

Sh, Virendra Kumar
Satyawadi, S/o Sh.
Surendra Kumar.
Sh. Waryam Singh
S/o Dula Singh,

Sh. Balkrishna Muztar
S/o Sh. Raja Ram

H. No. 37, W. No. I, Com-

mittee quarters, Shahabad
Markanda,

Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Baloi, P.O. Dab Kheri,
Teh. Thanesar,

Distt. Kurukshetra.

V. Mandi Sadar,

P.O. Khas, Teh. Guhla,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Sialkoti Farm, P.O. Pehowa,
Teh. Guhla,

Distt. Kurukshetra,

Vill. Pharal,

Teh. Kaithal,

Distt. Kurukshetra.

V. & P.O. Pharal,

Teh. Kaithal,

Distt. Kurukshetra.
Pehowa,

Teh. & Distt. Kurukshetra.

Moh. Khuttarwara Shahabad,
Distt. Kurukshetra,

Vill. Bode,
Teh. Thanesar,
Distt, Kurukshetra,

Raj Mabhal
Kurukshetra



APPENDIX VI

INA PERSONNEL

Sr.  Name of Freedom fightet

No. and parenlage

1. Shri Ajmal Singh
S/o Sh. Tehal Singh

2. Shri Ajmer Singh
Slo Sh. Kishan Singh

3. Shri Banta Singh
Sjo Sh. Jewan Singh

4, Sh. Bishan Singh
S/o Sh. Narain Singh

5. Sh, Banta Singh
S/o Sh. Data 'Singh

6. Sh. Bail Singh
S/o Sh. Khushal Singh

Address

Vill. Dobkheri,

Teh, Thanesar,

Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Lehara, P.O. Ladwa,
Teh. Thanesar,

Distt. Kurukshetra,

Vill. Dewana

Teh. Guhla, P.O. Karah,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. & P.O. Satora,
Teh. Guhla,

Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. & P.O. Kaulapur,
Teh Thanesar

Distt. Kurukshetra.
Badhni, G. No. 6

Teh. Guhla,

Distt. Kurukshetra

APPENDIX VI

16.

(3]

Sh. Bakhtawar Singh
S/o Sh. Bhura Ram

Sh. Chanan Singh
S/o Sh. Jota Singh

Sh. Diwan Singh
S/o Sh. Jiwan

Sh. Dev. Singh
S/o Sh. Mansa Singh

Sh. Gopal Singh

S/o Sardar Sant Singh

Sh, Harnam Singh
Sjo Sh. Lachhman Singh

Sh. Hari Singh
S/o Sh. Teju

Sh. Har Gopal
S/o Sh. Laza Ram

Sh. Harnam Singh
S/o Sh. Jaimal Singh

Sh. Jaswant Singh
S/o Sh. Banta Singh

Vill. Katabpur, P.O Kaithal,
Distt. Kurukshetra,
Vill, Garhi Longri,
Teh. Guhla,

Distt. Kurukshetra.
Vill. Pati Afgan,
P.O. & Teh. Kaithal,
Distt. Kurukshetra.
V. & P.O. Haripur
Teh. Thanesar,
Distt. Kurukshetra
Vill. Machhrauli,
P.O. Sharifagarh,
Teh. Thanesar,
Distt. Kurukshetra.
Vill. & P.O. Bakhli,

Teh. Guhla,

Distt. Kurukshetra.,
V. & P O. Karera
Teh. Kaithal,
Distt. Kurukshetra.
V. & P.O. Pundri
Teh. Kaithal,
Distt. Kurukshetra.
Vill. Bhuna,

Teh. Guhla

Distt. Kurukshetra.
Kaithal

Distt. Kurukshetra.
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17. Sh. Jagir SIEY
SJ'IU Sh. Hazara S|1]gh-
1s. Sh. Joti Singh
S/o Sh. Devi Singh
19, sh, Jai Ram Singh
S/o Sh. Deoti Singh
20, Shri Jota Singh
s/o Sh. Jagat Singh
21, Sh. Kehar Singh
§/o Sh. Wazira Singh
22, Karam Singh
S/o Late Ram Singh
23. Sh. Kartar Singh
S/o Wasakha Singh
24, Sh. Dhanna Ram.
25. Sh, Kishan Singh
8/o Sh. Hakam Singh
26.

Sh. Kirpal Singh
S/o Sh. Gurdit Singh

vill, Karnak
Teh. Guhla,
Distt. Kurukshetra,

Vill. & P.O. Bodhni,
Teh. Kaithal
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Bhagal,
p.0. Guhla,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

vill. Kaksala Anayat
Teh. Guhla

Distt. Kurukshetra,
V. & P.O. Deoban,
Teh. Kaithal

Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill, Tukar, P.O Bedhni
Teh. Kaithal,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Galedwa, P.O. Pehowa,
Distt. Kurukshetra
Vill. Bakhali,

Teh. Guhla,
Distt. Kurukshetra,

Vill. Kheri Sharaf Ali,
Teh. Kaithal
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Bhoona. Plot No. 1,
P.O. Guhla,

Distt, Kurukshztra.

APPENDIX VI

27,

28.

29,

30.

3l

32.

33

34,

35,

6.

Sh. Mukhtyar Singh
S/o Sh, Mal Singh

Sh. Mani Ram.
S/o Sh, Jarsa Ram

Sh. Mit Singh
S/o Sh. Jamait Singh

Sh. Sub Nand Singh
Sh. Mian Singh
S/o Sh. Wazira Singh

Sh. Mam Raj
S/o Sh. Narata Ram

Sh. Mewa Singh
S/o Sh. Kirpa Ram

Sh. Moola Singh
S/o Sh. Kirpal Singh

Sh, Prabha Singh,
S/o Sh. Sunder Singh

Sh. Nand Singh
S/o Sh. Surjan Singh

Vill Harigarh Bhoarkhi,
Teh. Guhla,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Karar,

Teh. Kaithal,

Distt, Kurukshetra.

Vill. Sayana Khurd

P.O. Sayana, Dedan,

Teh. Guhla, Distt, Kurukshetra.
Vill. Mohinpur,

Teh. Kaithal,

Distt. Kurukshetra,

Vill. & P.O. Bhana
Teh. Kaithal,

Distt. Kurukshetra.
Vill. Chandana Gate
V. & P.O. Kaithal
Distt. Kurukshetra
Vill. Kasan,

Teh. Kaithal

Distt. Kuruksherra,
Vill. & P.O. Kachron
Teh. Thanesar,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Clo Saradar Singh
Vill. Kakyor Majra
Teh. Guhla, Distt. Kurukshetra,

Vill. Jamereri,
Teh. Guhla,
Distt. Kurukshetra.
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37. Sh, Pritam Singh‘
§/o Sh. Ujagar Singh
38, Sh. pishora Singh
$/o Mal Singh
39, Sh. Pritam Singh :
S/o Sh. Sodagar Singh
40. Sh. Punna Singh
S/o Sh. Asa Singh
41. Sh. Pritam Singh
S/o Sh. Asha Singh
42. Sh. Rattan Singh
S/o Sh. Lal Singh
43 Sh, Ronak Singh
S/o Sh. Atma Singh
44, Sh, Ram Chand
S/o Sh. Rulia Ram
45. Sh. Rulda Singh
S/o Sh. Bishan Singh
46. Sh Ram Singh,

S/o Sh. Gurdit Singh

LITICAL AND CULTURAL HISTORY

Diwana, P.O. Karasship,
Teh. Guhla,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Badhni,
Teh. Guhla.
Distt. Kurukshetra.

V. & P.O. Jyotisar,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Kalar Majra

Teh. Thanesar
Distt. Kurukshetra,

Vill. & P.O. Gurdaspur,
Teh. Thanesar,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. & P.O. Pharal
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Basantpura
Teh. Thanesar,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Franswala
P.O. & Teh. Kaithal
Distt. Kurukshetra.

Vill. Dhoa Pipli, P.O. Kara,

Teh. Guhla,
Distt. Kurukshetra,

Vill. Chaharthal
Teh. Thanesar,
Distt. Kurukshetra.

APPENDIX V]

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52,

54.

(58]

Sh. Shingara Singh
S/o Sh. Jawala Singh

Sh. Shankar Singh
S/o Sh Surajoo

Sh. Santokh Singh
S/o Sh. Labh Singh
Smt. Surjit Kaur

Wd/o Sh, Teg Singh.

Sh. Sher Singh
S/o Sh. Daya Singh

Sh. Sunder Singh
S/o Sh. Gokal Singh

Sh. Sarup Singh

S/o Sh. Chanchal Singh

Sh. Uttam Singh
S/o Sh. Hira Singh

Vill. & P.O. Papnawa
Distt. Kurukshetra.
Vill. Hassola,

Teh. Kaithal,
Distt. Kurukshetra,
Vill. Mandi,

PO Lukhi,

Teh. Thanesar.
Distt. Kurukshetra.
Vill, Garhi Longri.
Teh. Guhla,

Distt. Kurukshetra.
V. & P.O. Karora,
Teh. Kaithal,
Distt. Kurukshetra,
Vill. Narar,

Teh. Kaithal,
Distt, Kurukshetra,
Vill. Khushal Majra
Teh. Guhla,

Distt. Kurukshetra,

Vill & P.O. Bakhli,
Teh. Gubhla,
Distt, Kurukshetra.
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