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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear SMU supporters,

As we reflect on the remarkable year of 2024, I’m filled with gratitude for your unwavering support 
of Samuel Merritt University (SMU). Your generosity has been instrumental in shaping the future of 
healthcare and empowering countless students to pursue their passions.

This year, SMU has made significant strides, thanks in large part to your commitment. Here are a  
few highlights:

•	� 115 Years of SMU  
2024 marked two significant milestones in our history — the 115th anniversary of the 
establishment of SMU originally known as Samuel Merritt Hospital School of Nursing and the 
110th anniversary of the establishment of the College of Podiatric Medicine (CPM) formerly 
the California School of Podiatric Medicine. We’ve since evolved into a comprehensive health 
sciences university with four campuses in Oakland, Sacramento, San Mateo, and Fresno with 
another state-of-the-art campus set to open in 2026 in downtown Oakland.

•	� Central Valley Campus Expansion  
In August, we expanded our reach and accessibility with the launch of the new Fresno campus 
and Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ABSN) program, creating more opportunities 
for students in the Central Valley to join the SMU community and pursue healthcare careers 
where they are needed most.

•	� National Recognition and Awards 
Our Human Trafficking Prevention & Response Education Program (HT P.R.E.P.), designed to 
train healthcare providers to identify and respond to human trafficking, received the prestigious 
Innovations in Professional Nursing Education Award from the American Association of Colleges 
of Nursing (AACN) along with two $500,000 grants from the U.S. Department of Justice. This 
recognition underscores our commitment to addressing critical healthcare issues.

These achievements are a testament to the power of partnership and the impact we can make together.

As we look ahead to 2025, we are excited about the opportunities to continue to educate and innovate 
making a difference across California. Your support is and will continue to be essential in helping us 
achieve our goals.

Thank you again for your incredible generosity. Your partnership is invaluable.

Sincerely,  

 

Dr. Ching-Hua Wang 

President, Samuel Merritt University



SMU LEADERSHIP CIRCLES:  
TRANSFORMATIVE PHILANTHROPY

Members of our SMU Leadership Circles make a powerful impact on 
Samuel Merritt University and our students. We acknowledge and 
appreciate their significant role in the University’s advancement — 

leadership donors are crucial SMU partners in advancing the  
future of healthcare. 

Leadership Circle giving is crucial to empowering the aspiring minds  
of tomorrow’s healthcare professionals, unlocking their  

fullest potential for good.

To express our gratitude to this special cohort of supporters, 
Leadership Circle benefits include: 

•	 Special event invitations.

•	 Exclusive SMU swag.

•	 Recognition throughout the year.



RECOGNIZING OUR LEADERSHIP CIRCLE DONORS

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

NURSING DEAN’S CIRCLE

PODIATRIC MEDICINE 
DEAN’S CIRCLE

Members make an annual gift of $1,500 or more to 
Samuel Merritt University. 

Membership indicated with * by name.

Members make an annual gift of $500 or more to 
the College of Nursing. 

Membership indicated with • by name.

Members make an annual gift of $500 or 
more to the College of Podiatric Medicine.  

 
Membership indicated with ◊ by name.

HEALTH SCIENCES  
DEAN’S CIRCLE

Members make an annual gift of $500 or 
more to the College of Health Sciences. 

 
Membership indicated with # by name.

 Individual donors acknowledged in full list below.



Raphael B. Arner, DPM 1958 *

Cyril J. Attwood, MD *

Valborg M. Bailey *

Dolores V. Barbera *

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Bechtel, Sr. *

Irene Best *

Gerldine E. Borgeson 1968

Elizabeth Smith Buchanan 1927 *

Hanes A. Burkart, DPM 1972 *

Amelia Califro *

Dorothy Zwinge Clazie 1936 *

Margaret C. Connolly *

Joseph Costa *

Ethel Cross *

Katrina Jawitz Di Pasqua, DPM 1990

Dennis Dice, DPM 1972 and Donna Dice

Elizabeth M. Digardi 1945 *

Dr. and Mrs. Roger R. Ecker

Agnes Lucille Engel 1944 *

Robert L. Erhardt *

Margaret E. Camp Fisher 1936 *

Robert P. Fisher *

Robert O. Lindwall *

Patricia O. Lisser *

Roy Lucks *

Margaret McWhorter *

Marie J. Niemann 1954 *

Marie Adele Samson *

Andrew Schink, DPM 1978 and Jan Schink

Thelma C. Scott 1939 and Robert W. Scott *

Marilyn M. Snider

Bill and Jan Stamos *

Jane Steel *

G.S. Towne *

Keith W. Tucker and Joseph F. Koelmel *

Joanne Volponi *

Berla Warren *

Louise F. Watts *

Anita Weber Wies, Providence 1960

Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Wood *

Millicent A. Zaludek 

Michael Zapf, DPM 1984  
and Jacqueline Zapf, JD

John Garten-Shuman *

Wilfred R. Gartner, DPM 1971 *

Dawn Baldwin Gilson 1928 *

Fred Goldstein, DPM and Estelle Goldstein *

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Graziano *

Kirsten Bertelsen Griffin 1961

Marguerite Griswold *

Anita M. Heeney *

John S. Hege, MD *

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Highsmith *

Edwin Hobgood, DPM 1965 *

Arline T. Hotle *

Edward A. Howard *

Shirley Ann Jaeger *

Lynda Moss Justice 1985

Elsie Gerrior Karmann 1917  
and Karl Karmann *

Dr. Sarah B. Keating *

Burgess S. Kelly, DPM *

Anna Rose Lamore *

Genelle M. Lemon 1939 *

Russell O. Lewis, DPM 1965  
and Antoinette M. Lewis *

1909 LEGACY 
SOCIETY

The 1909 Legacy Society recognizes the generous individuals who advance SMU’s 
mission to educate highly skilled and compassionate healthcare professionals through 

provisions in their estate plans.

*Founding Members, whose generous gifts and intentions were recognized prior to the creation of 
the 1909 Legacy Society in 2019.

Members as of December 31, 2024

We have taken great care to accurately recognize our generous legacy donors; however, we are happy to 
correct any errors or omissions. Please contact us at legacy@samuelmerritt.edu. 



-  �Adelbert Wang, DPM 2024 
Recipient of the Katrina Di Pasqua Scholarship

I chose the SMU College of Podiatric 

Medicine because of its rich history and the 

influence of alumni on the world of podiatry. 

I will never forget the kindness that you have 

shown to help those in need. I aspire to help 

those in need in the future as well.”

“

“

-  K atrina Jawitz Di Pasqua, DPM 1990 
   Endowing her scholarship through her estate plans.

I love my podiatry practice and I’m grateful to 

my podiatry school. I am supporting student 

scholarships annually and in my estate plan because 

I care about the future of podiatric medicine.

“

“



During Give SMU Days, our alumni and community make a collective impact on our students.  
In honor of our fourth year of unity in supporting SMU students, we are celebrating our supporters’ 

participation in 2024. Thank you for making a difference — every contribution counts!

increase in donations 
from 2023 to 2024

gifts matched & awarded from 
donor-sponsored challenges

THANK YOU 
to the Donors  Who Joined 

50%+ $38,000 135

The impact of your generosity is especially evident in the 
achievements of our graduates who continue to demonstrate 
extraordinary talent and accomplishments.
“ “

- Dr. Ching-Hua Wang, President

2024!



Your generosity as an SMU employee changes students’ lives, just as your time and expertise 
prepares them for their futures.

Thank You to Our 
2024 Employee Donors!

Dr. Fusae K. Abbott

Samann Alavi-Irvine

Anonymous (5)

Amin N. Azzam

Amy H. Anderson

Marci L. Baptista 1999

Sally Basurto-Pras

Daniel Bell

Orophenia T. Bollinger 2003

Tom and Gena Caya 

Dr. Elizabeth Ching

Dr. and Mrs. Joel R. Clark 1971 

Dr. Brian Clocksin

Nandini Dasgupta

Nicholas Driver and Elise Zolczynski 

Dr. Timothy G. Dutra 1985

Domenique Embrey

Allyson Emmarene

Carl Garrubba

Dr. Kathleen Golden

Dr. Sharon L. Gorman

Dr. Kevin A. Hamby 2006, 2020

Dr. Emily Prieto-Tseregounis

Christine Quattro

Jessica Richman

Elba Rios

Dr. Richard M. Rocco

Dr. Janet W. Rowland 2003

Kit M. Rubens

Anne E. Scher

Anne E. Seed

Dr. Cynthia M. Stacy 2022

Dr. Charles J. Starrett

Michael Tam

Dr. Catherine Tanner, 2006 & 2019

Dr. Diane Tom

Dr. David D. Tran 1998

Dr. Paulina Van

Dr. Alice J. Vestergaard

Dr. Tracey Wagner

Drs. Ching-Hua Wang  
and Nian-Sheng Huang 

Michelle E. Wuller

Dr. Bennett G. Zier  
and Ms. Cynthia Stange

Corine Harris

Goli Hashemi

Dianna Heikkila

Stephen Hill

Jamie S. Hirota

Dr. Joseph J. Janakes 2006

Puniti Khatri

Deborah J. Kimbrell

Dr. Jack Kleine

Sarah Koster 2018

Julie Kyriazis

Jeanie Lau

Dr. Dana E. Loebman 2016

Marie L. Ma

Jeffrey Manese

Lindsey McClenahan

Yvette Mere-Cook

Paul Monegas

Vivie Nguyen

Rebecca Orlino

Veronica Paniagua

Penny Peak, MPA



Recognizing the 2024 
SMU Donors

* President’s Circle     • Nursing Dean’s Circle     ◊ Podiatry Dean’s Circle     # Health Sciences Dean’s Circle

Thank you for transforming healthcare!

Cornelius R. Aarts

Dianne Aarts

Dr. Fusae K. Abbott

Dr. John E. Abordo 2003

Neptaly Taty Aguilera *

Dr. Joseph B. Agyen 2017 ◊

Samann Alavi-Irvine

Rachel E. Aldous 2020

Brandon T. Aleshire 2018

Sara Alisic

Amy H. Anderson

Annalisa and Brent Anderson

Dr. Hayao H. Arakawa 1968  
and Rumiko L. Arakawa ◊

Yumi M. Arceneaux 2022

Paul Arveson * ● 
Virginia B. Atkinson 1993

Amin N. Azzam

Cheryl Babel

Sally S. Bachman 1974

Anita Korngold Backer 1981

Eric Bain

Bako Diagnostics ◊

Bako Medical Education Foundation * ◊

Janis Sherer Ballard 1996

Stephanie and James Bangert

Marci L. Baptista 1999

Cindy and Brad Barber * 

Dr. Tracy L. Basso 1988 * ◊

Sally Basurto-Pras

Ronald and Cheryl Beasley

Oana Beldianu 2022

Daniel Bell ●
Melanie Bell-Mayeda

Karen H. Berger 2012

JoAnn M. Bergesen 1969

Harkiran Bhasin

Veronica P. Billeci 2001

Cheryl L. Bittel 1984 ●
Mark A. Block 2011

Julie C. Blum 2011

David A. Blumgart 1997

Sheila E. Bolin 1959

Orophenia T. Bollinger 2003

Ann Marie Bonner 1997, 2019

Gerry (DIP 1968, Nursing) and  
Phil Borgeson * ●
Tracy Boricchio

Jacqueline C. Bradley 1988, 1994, 1995

Janet S. Braillard 1974

Beth L. Bratt 2001

Dr. Donna Breger-Stanton

Louise H. Briner 1985

Nicole Brocato 1998

Dr. Damieon Brown 2003

Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan A. Brown * ●
Roxanne Brusa

Maureen Brychel 1968

Walter and Elizabeth Bulling

Erika Burt

Jayne Bush 1962

Teresa Butterworth

Caroline Cabias *

Cristiane S. Campelo-Hess 2022

Sallie Carabello

Jennifer A. Carton-Wade 1998

Marie Castro

-  Brianne Kercheval, BSN 2025

My decision to pursue a career in healthcare is driven 
by a profound sense of purpose, personal experiences, 
and a commitment to advocating for the vulnerable. I am 
truly grateful for the opportunity to pursue my dreams 
and make a lasting impact in the world of nursing.  
The Providence Alumni Scholarship has allowed me  
to embrace the power of education and change my life, 
and for that reason I will always be grateful.

“

“



Michele Felarca

Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Feldman

Nancy A. Fong

Linda Foster

Lucia and George Foster

Frederick C. Franklin

Lois Friendshuh

Albert and Nancy Frisone

Stephanie M. Fung

Kathryn P. Gabe 1970 and Daniel Gabe

Rebecca Gallard

Carol Galman

Patricia Gomez 2015

Sharon S. Gomez ◊

Roberto Gonzalez

Rowena Gonzeles

Dr. Sharon L. Gorman

Dr. Peter M. Graf 1968

Nancy Graydon

Dr. Richard M. Green 1968 and Valerie Green ◊

Shirley M. Greimann 1961

Calvin L. Groeneweg 1983

Hunter Gunari

Ian Gutierrez

Breyer-Gann Giving Fund

Marian M. Garrett 1948

Carl Garrubba

Grace Gaxiola

Randall Gee

Jeff M. Gerard

Olivia Gervais

L. Ronald Gilbert * ● 
Dr. Steven L. Ginex 1992

Darlynne D. Giorgi 1968

Dr. Kelly M. Goff 2023

Dr. Kathleen Golden ●

Recognizing the 2024 SMU Donors

- BS  Nursing 2024 Scholarship Recipient

I am a single mother of two furthering my education. I send my deepest gratitude 
for this scholarship which provides me the resources to reach my goals.

““

Tom and Gena Caya

Elizabeth and Matthew Chaney Family *

Rosalind Chang

Mercedes L. Chavira 1987

Wai Seen Cheung

Danielle Chew

Dr. Elizabeth Ching

Chipotle Mexican Grill

Pradip V. Choksi *

Dr. Jeffrey V. Chou ‘90 and Dr. Carolyn W. 
Chou * ◊

Deborah L. Chow and Daniel Mew

Mary Christenson

Dr. Karyn Chun

Dr. and Mrs. Joel R. Clark 1971

Leon Clark * ●
Margaret A. Clark 1969

Tanya C. Clay 1982

Dr. Brian Clocksin *

Patricia Cockcroft * ●
Carolyn M. Collins 1964 * ●
Sherry J. Collins Watkins 1973

Edward Conlon

Carla L. Contestable 1968

Claudia Costello

Castille Cox

Eleanor Crowe

Dr. Benjamin D. Cullen 2010 and Leslie E. 
Cullen 2008

Lee Sue Curry

Drs. Edmund and Barbara J. Czerwinski

Christopher and Debra Danko 1975

The Daro Foundation * ●
Stephanie R. DaRosa 2018

Nandini Dasgupta

Shadee Dastmalchi

Darrell David 2019

Rita L. Davis-Marten 2004

Gordon Deacon

Jana De Guzman-Lee

Darlene DeLancey and Robert Widman ●
Pamela S. Dennis 2013
Sara E. Delao 2012

Deloitte Foundation *

Andy, Denise and Stacy Der

Jane Ross Dervieux

Dr. Katrina Jawitz Di Pasqua 1990 * ◊

Caroline M. Dickinson 2021 * ● 

Harlan Diven

Dr. Samuel Dong and Ann M. Schertz ●
Anna  May V. Dorion 2002

Maria Doronila

Nicholas Driver and Elise Zolczynski

Joan Duran 1955

Dr. Timothy G. Dutra 1985 ◊

e.l.f. Beauty *

Diane E. Eichhorn 1996

Dr. Albert A. Elhiani 2017 * ◊

Domenique Embrey

Allyson Emmarene

Andrea L. English 1990

Uchechi O. Esomonu 2001 ●
Estate of Shirley Ann Jaeger * ●
Andrea Fair 2023

DeAndrea Falana 2016

Sam Falayi

Nancy D. Fanning 1974

The FAPA Fraternal Foundation

John Farag



-  N icholas Vang, DPM 2027

Receiving the Dean’s Scholarship of Podiatry for the 
2024–2025 school year has been a transformative 
milestone in my journey toward becoming a podiatric 
surgeon. It has not only alleviated the financial burden 
but has also reaffirmed my commitment to providing 
compassionate care for underserved communities, 
inspiring me to continue pursuing excellence in my field.

“

“

Recognizing the 2024 SMU Donors

Carol Hondl

Edward and Doris Hondl ●
Ken Hondl

Rick and Mary Hondl

Rodney Hoover

Elizabeth A. Horowitz 1985

Dr. and Mrs. Eric R. Hubbard 1968

Wayne Iida

Kenneth and Roxanne Ijichi

Aurora B. Ingram

Pam Inoshita

Jamaica Itule Simmons

Dr. Joseph J. Janakes 2006 ●
Nancy C. Jang 1982 and Laurence Jang

Becca Jensen

Gregory Jensen

Marian L. Jessee

Dr. Rodney M. Jex 1972

Jillian Jimenez

Joanne’s Jarz

Rhonda Johnson 2014

Dr. Warren M. Johnson 1968

Jessica Jones

Benjamin D. Jorgensen 2010

Irene and Kiyoshi Katsumoto

Dr. Sarah B. Keating

Colleen R. Keoski 1953 * ●
Cynthia D. Kerr 1978

Puniti Khatri

Deborah J. Kimbrell ●
Christine Kinavey 1974

Dr. Christy M. King 2009 and Dr. Mher 
Vartivarian 2009 ◊

Linda B. Kingsley ●
Dr. Arman A. Kirakosian 2005

Dr. Jack Kleine

Sarah Koster 2018

Dr. Michele Kraft 1987 

Stephanie Krill

Dr. Larry R. Kroepel 1968 and Billie Kroepel

Matthew Kwock 2013

Julie Kyriazis

Ella Lacuin

Jennifer Lagomarsino 

Lakeside Foundation *

Dr. Thuy-Trang Lam 1994

Dr. L. Craig Larsen 1968

Pellegrino LaSala

Jeanie Lau

Dr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Lawrence *

Eleanor I. Leanse

Michael Ann Leaver

Dr. Pamela D. Leavitt 1988

Penelope Levin 1964 ●
Cheung Lee and Sou Ling

Eva Lee and Sergio Lopez

Norman Lee

Sonya H. Lee

Dr. Zachary M. Haas 2004 * ◊

Dr. James Hagan 1972

Lynn L. Halverson 1974

Dr. Kevin A. Hamby 2006, 2020 ●
Jovine Hankins 1953
Billy R. Hanks, Jr. 1999

Olivia Hardwidge

Gloria and Mahlon Harmon

Corine Harris

Kasey L. Harris 2007

Pamela Harris-Ponti 1974

Kevin Leroy Hart

Goli Hashemi

Sharon K. Heacock 1964 * ● 

Tamra C. Hege

Dianna Heikkila ●
Christine Helwick *
Donna K. Hepworth 1971

Elda Hernandez

Debra A. Herrick 1977

Valerie Hesse 1974

Dr. Abby M. Heydman and Mr. Frank 
Heydman

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas E. Highsmith * ● 
Stephen Hill
Hilltop Securities, Inc *
Jamie S. Hirota
Dr. and Mrs. John C. Hoagland 1962
Donald G. Hogue 2013
Holy Names University *



Recognizing the 2024 SMU Donors

Dr. Victor W. Lee 1990

Dr. Bruce A. Lehnert 1992 * ◊

Dale and Charles Lew

Megan Liang

Dan and Lisa Lincoln

Loryn Lindsey 1974

Stephanie Linn

Edwina Lo and David Baskin

Dr. Dana E. Loebman 2016

Alejandrino H. Lola II 2002

Eric Longenecker 2020

Linda M. Loveall #

Andrew A. Luey ◊

Gianna Lugliani

Nang Lum

Marie L. Ma

Maxine and John Ma

Isaiah Machin

Arthur MacMannis

Maisey MacMannis

Janice Malilay

Jeffrey Manese #

Ireen Mar

Jerri L. Mariott 1995, 1997

Janet Mariscal

Noel Mariscal

Theresa Markiewicz

Dr. Nathaniel Markman 2021

France C. Markoff 1974

JoEllen Mason 1991

Lorraine Mautner

Sarah J. Maxwell 2006 and Brian 
Kreischer

Lindsey McClenahan

Dr. William D. McDonald 1983

Wendy A. McGuire Urrea 1964

Mary Anne Mcguire-Hickey

Laura McIntyre

Alvin McLean and Yvonne Huggins-
McLean *

Pamela A. McPherson 1970

Charla J. McPherson-Wallace 2006

Jasmyne Medina

Maricella Medina

Joanne Medios

Trinidad Mejarito

Desiree Mehrabian 1992

Yvette Mere-Cook

Ambar E. Merino 2020

Carol Milano 1960

Rhonda J. Miller 1978

Dr. Ronald E. Miller 1968

Teresa M. Miller 1994 and Bruce 
Waterman

The Millicent A. Zaludek Revocable 
Living Trust *

Ghadeer Miqbel 2019

Dorothy Mitchell 1974

Aileen Moffitt

Michael A. Moffitt ◊

Paul Monegas

Margaret E. Montgomery 1974

Dwight Moore

Lawrence Mora 2024

Joanne M. Morris ◊

Janet Moss

Kathleen M. Murphy 2020

Mary Moyer

Dianna A. Nakashima 1962

Gabriela Navarro

Dr. Pauline B. Nee 2019 * ●
Dr. Lawrence M. Ng

Nhu Ngo 2023

Thuy Nguyen 2017

Vivie Nguyen

Paula H. Nisenson 1983 ●
Carolyn J. Nystrom 1958

Dennis and Mikel Ann O’Connell *

The O’Shea Foundation * ●
Calvin Koji Oka 2014

Linda R. Onstad 1974

Rebecca Orlino

Isaac Page

Dr. and Mrs. W. D. Pagliano 1972 * ◊

Veronica Paniagua

Kristina and John Pappas

Chris Paredes

Shefali V. Parikh 1999 *

Kaylie Parr

Dillon H. Patel 2023

Paypal Giving Fund



Recognizing the 2024 SMU Donors

Penny Peak, MPA ◊

Courtney Pech

Christina G. Pehrson 1974

Susan Penna-Falaschi

Rachel Pepper

Annie Pera

Dr. Paul R. Perchonock

Dr. Dennis R. Perry 1973

Judith A. Phillips 1959

Lynn D. Phillips 1968

Dr. Marilyn Pontone 1991

Fredric Prager *

Elsa Preetz

Dr. Emily Prieto-Tseregounis *

Linda Quan

Christine Quattro ●
R. Shapiro Family Foundation * #

Jacky and David Jones Ramirez

Matthew Ramirez 

Dr. James W. Ratcliff 1991

Deborah Razo

Sally R. Replogle 1995

Marjorie Reyes

Hany Rezke

Dr. Brittany M. Rice 2014 ◊

Hassan Richardson

Laura M. Richardson 2019

Jessica Richman

Elba Rios

Cristina Rivera

Dr. Frank J. Rizzo 1986

Dwight and Julie Roberts

Eric and Barbara Roberts *

Carole C. Robie

Dr. Donald E. Robinson 1968

Dr. Richard M. Rocco

Edna Rolfzen

Saul and Victoria Rosenbaum *

Dr. Janet W. Rowland 2003 ●
Kit M. Rubens

Dr. Edward S. Rubinstein 1987

Beatriz Ruiz

Jorge Ruiz

Patricia Rutherford 1968

Jennifer A. Ruttenberg 1985

Claudine Rydquist

Dion Sabado

Delia Saldivar

San Diego Podiatric Medical Society * ◊

Shahrokh Sayadi

Dr. Robert J. Scardina 1975

Katherine Schapiro * #

Elizabeth Schenkel 2013

Anne E. Scher

Dr. Andrew C. Schink 1978

Mary E. Schooley 1962

Dr. Elyse Schott 2021

Susan Scollan-Boring 1979

Anne Seaman 1983, 1997  
and Thomas R. Seaman * ●
Anne E. Seed

Dr. Steven R. Seibert 1987

Beverly Shanley

Dr. Kenneth K. Shimozaki 1991  
and Karen Shimozaki

Dr. Dennis W. Shults 1988 and Dr. Suzette  
Lee Shults 1988 ◊

Sigma, Nu Xi at-Large Chapter * ●
Dr. John F. Simmons Jr.

Jagmohan Singh

Taljit Singh

Cynthia T. Sisson 1968

Anne Sluis 1974

Paul Smith

Carolyn A. Snell

Marilyn and Lee Snider * ●
Ladan Sobhani

Skyler Spears

Janet Speas 1974

Marianne A. Spingolo

Thomas Spingolo

Dr. Holly Spohn-Gross

Dr. Beverly A. Spurs 1985

Dr. Cynthia M. Stacy 2022

Dr. Charles J. Starrett

Mary Stoliker Diaz

Mary Lou Stone

Florence Summers

Sun Tropics

The Sverchek Family * #

Dr. John Swartzberg

Socorro Szto 1961

The Tafoya Family



Recognizing the 2024 SMU Donors

Yoshiko D. Takao 1955

Michael Tam

Benjamin and Nancy Tang

Dr. Catherine Tanner, 2006 & 2019

Antonia Tapia 2021

Dr. William Tarran 1988

Charles Taylor

Dr. and Mrs. Douglas M. Taylor

Silke Tecun

Dr. Jan D. Tepper 1977

Dr. Grace Ting 1988

Dr. Diane Tom

Katie Joe Tom 1958 and Leonard B. Tom

Dr. Randall K. Tom 1990 and Dr. Cherri S. 
Choate 1990

Dr. Frank D. Tomasello 1959 and Penelope 
Tomasello

Penelope Tomasello

Julie A. Torchia 2001

Dr. Jaime A. Toy Inouye 2021

Dr. David D. Tran 1998

Catherine A. Tucker 1968

Fito Ulloa

Marisol Ulloa

Kriss Usherwood

Francis Uyeno

Helen Valmassy * ◊

Dr. Paulina Van

Cortney Vaiza

Dr. Alice J. Vestergaard

Conrad Vial * #

Celina Vidal

Joanne Volponi and Neal Krug * ●
Dr. Tracey Wagner

Brionna Wallace

Dr. Marilyn J. Waller-Niewold 1990

Drs. Ching-Hua Wang and Nian-Sheng 
Huang *

Teryl Ward 1968

Anne P. Warner 1974

Bret Waters ●
Bonnie V. Weakley 1960 

Dr. Kenneth J. Wepman 1988

Katy and Tim Wiggins

Susan J. Wittstock 1987 ●
Jane J. Wong

Karen Wong

Mark G. Wright

Michelle E. Wuller ●
Shao Lin Xiao ●
David K. Yamada

Nathan R. Yamagata 2021

Belle Yee

Christina Yee

Sherri Yeung Kong

Walter and Anna Yeung

Allan Ysunza

Dr. Jenny Yu 2011 * ◊

Parousha Zand ●
Michael Zapf, DPM 1984 and Jacqueline 
Zapf, JD ◊

Anna J. Zarate

Dr. Bennett G. Zier and Ms. Cynthia Stange

Martha C. Zimmer 2004

Claudine Zuber * ◊

Lisa Zuffi *

-  Susanna Oppong, DPM 2027

Recently, I received the CSPM Alumni 
and Associates Scholarship. Though 
I am only a second-year podiatric 
medical student, I have been so 
impacted by the love and support from 
our donors as they inspire us through 
their work in the field, and also assist us 
financially knowing the sacrifice  
and demand of medical school training. 
I am so grateful to our alumni and 
donors for their continued support!



Nursing Students Supported by Barbera Scholarship Endowment

Dolores Barbera always wanted to be a nurse, but she couldn’t attend 

nursing school as she had to work.  

 
To help future aspiring nurses realize their dreams, Dolores established 

the Dolores V. Barbera Endowed Nursing Scholarship in 2003 through 

her estate plans, supporting students in perpetuity.

Charla McPherson-Wallace, BSN 2006, received the Barbera 

Scholarship almost 20 years ago. Since graduating, she has proudly 

used her skills to help babies, children, youth, and their families in NICUs 

and Kaiser Permanente’s pediatric subspecialty unit. She currently 

works in burn and wound care nursing and instructs Dominican 

University students as an adjunct clinical instructor. Since it was created, 

the Barbera Scholarship fund has more than doubled in size, and a total of 154 students have 

received scholarships so far.

Charla remains grateful “for the opportunity to go back to school and for the people who supported 

me along the way.”

We, too, remain grateful for Dolores’s thoughtful gift through her estate plans along with every 

scholarship contribution — each representing the many ways that individuals can support SMU. 

It was a challenge to balance my studies 
with being a married mom of three young 
kids, but I was motivated to get it done 
and help my family.
- Charla McPherson-Wallace, BSN 2006

Dolores V. Barbera, benefactor 
of a nursing scholarship that has 

supported 154 students.

Charla McPherson-Wallace was 
inspired by her mother and sister, both 
nurses, and dedicated her education 

to her grandmother.



Over the past century, the investments of our alumni and our community 
have added up to advance healthcare and health education. 

College of Health Sciences alumni continue to make a 
difference for our community, just as our community has 
invested in their education over the years. Programs like 
the Doctor of Physical Therapy enjoy a 98% graduation 
rate thanks to our personalized education that helps 
ensure that our students graduate on time and prepared 
to start their careers.

Providence Hospital School of Nursing alumni 
joined SMU in 1992, but both were established 
separately in the early 1900s. Each year, SMU 
graduates over 1,000 nurses with an impressive 
100% job placement rate.

Founded in 1914 as the California School 
of Chiropody and known for decades 
as the California College of Podiatric 
Medicine, SMU’s College of Podiatric 
Medicine celebrated its 110th anniversary 
in 2024. One of the first five podiatric 
colleges in the U.S., the College has seen 
incredible advances in medicine and 
technology over the years.

 THIS YEAR,  SMU CELEBRATES

115 YEARS
— THANKS TO 

    DONORS LIKE YOU!



•       Empowering Students: Providing scholarships  
         and financial aid to deserving students.

•       Impacting Communities: Funding projects that foster  
         local partnerships, improving access to care, and creating 
        lasting solutions to address community needs.

•      Enhancing Facilities: Building our new campus in 
        downtown Oakland and updating our existing facilities 
        to create a world-class learning environment.

Your support has directly contributed to:

- Dr. Ching-Hua Wang,  
  President



450 30th Street, Suite 2840
Oakland, CA 94609


