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aeason 1

“It'= _Ju=t this one aarly
mi=take that 1= cascading
in a horrific wad,”

- Feinbearg
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The best of the best
Ooing head to head
A= the timer ticks impatiently,

Tick,
Tock,
Tick,
Tock,

The seconds not counting down

Eut rather up

And every second wasted

Iz a second someone else gets ahead,

Tick,
Tock,
Tick,
Tock,

The thump of our heart could shake the Earth,
The sweat on your palms could fill oceans,
The fire in your chest could melt glaciers.,

Tick,
Tock,
Tick,
Tock,
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Fighting for a spot on the bracket,
Fighting to be number one,
Fighting for a place on the =tage,

Fighting to show the world that gou can.

16 runners

For the veryg first time
Fiace in the

Univer=se that seems

to be fighting against them,

Tick,
Tock,
Tick,
Tock,

Hho will prevail against all odd=s?
Hho will find a common rhathm

And dare to tango with the dragon
A= it =pins circles abowve?

Hho will fly towards the stars

And who will Femain garounded?

Tick,
Tock,
Tick,
Tock,

0
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16 runners
Fighting for a spot
Only 2 can make it

Tick,
Tock,
Tick,
Tock,

Hho will reach the top?
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Jechnical difficulties
the =mall hiccups laughed at us back then, now
they can't help but,

smile for a different reason
how far we hawve come is a checkmark,

Of the starting point

it is like walking along the beach and when gou look
back, ygour own footsteps unconsciously trace
Jour edes,

footsteps had washed awadg the wawves, but moments
of laughter and tears marked the remaining.

moment of
two years ago, the =ong of the ocean woke up to
o,

Smilel
the opening firework show began Season 1
Cualifiers.,

the next two spectacular years toast to how we will
bacome,

god uwill think of 3eazon 1 Qualifiers when there
happens,

11
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Duarterfinals | Semifinals

Seaeds of a Start

I didn't get the pleasure to watch season 1 live, I

returned to MCSFR right as it was finishing and
frankly had no idea this whole FRanked Flagoffs
thing even existed until Couriwag did his Cscuffed
Seaszon 2 quals, But when I =at down and watched
the earliest stage of plavoffs, when it was rough
and wrinkled, fumbling to find its footing, its own
voice and character, I found beauty in it. Sure, it's
nowhere near the polished product we've seen in
the past gear- almost flaules=s gameplagy from
competitors, wonderfully edited betueen—match
segments, and countless wvolunteers who keep the
show going, but while I watched =ea=zon 1 bored out
aof ma mind in the summer between Flagoffs, it was
beautiful in its owun right, It was a3 passion project
that didn't know how to be quite get, with itz post-—
match interwiews that faded out and back in, the
previous rounds’ analysis before =someone else
plaged that never came back,

Fart of itz beauty was in itz unpolished aspect
and how much of a passion prodect it was, and how
those things showed, I think especially of watching
Ancobog ws Doogile during ma historical Journeg
laughing a=s the commentators smoothly  talked
about Anco’s forfeit in the prewvious round, the
breath—=stealing neck—and-neck first =eed, and all
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all the tragedy and Jjoug of a reverse sueep that I
already knew the outcome for, The past was
doomed to be as it was and no cheering or hoping
or prading could change it and it was tragic and
heartbreaking and soul=sinking,

EBut loocking back to the very start, to the roots, to

what Flavwoffs was built on before it knew what it
would grow into was as looking back at a seed of 3
tree gou knew well, It was as seeing the drops of
water that =satiated itz thirst and let it grow, and
feeling the =zame =sunshine that let it grow Looking
at the foundations of Flagoffs and it=s beginnings
will alwagys be learning one’'s history and knowing
that what i= loved now was also built on lowve,

1=
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Four Femain

The round of sixteen was ouver,

On the horizon, a new challenge began,
Mothing was more serious than this,
Then now,

And it would only get harder from here,

The first wave began,
A ruined portal,

A willage,

A desert temple,

Two opponents,

A =truggle that continues and continues,

Threea wins,
One remains,

The =second wave began,
A shipwreck,

Buried treasure,

A ruined portal,
Another shipureck,

A willage,

Two opponents,

Things are more interesting now,
One win to one plager,

Another win to another,
Another,

13
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And =o forth,
Until the end.
One plager,

One remains.

The third wave began,
A shipwreck,

EBuried treasure,

A ruined portal,

More buried treasure,

Two opponents,

Two friends,

Fiacing together,

Fiacing each other,

Fiacina against each other,
One remains,

The fourth wave began,
A ruined portal,

A shipwreack,

A willage,

Another ruined portal,
Another willage,

Two opponents,

The La=t of the round,
A fight for the finish,
From the beainning.
To the end,

One remains,
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One remains,
Two remain,
Three remain,
Four remain.

Four remain,
Until one remains.,

The quarterfinals were over,

On the horizon, a new challenge began,
Mothing was more serious than this,
Then now,

And it would only get harder from here,

17
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Hind whispers through tall grass, bees bumble
along a scattering of flowers on the outskirts of a
quaint wvillage in the middle of the plains, Suddenly,
in two different, get identical universes, a plager
appears,

They get to work without a second thought,
locating the willage's blacksmith and taking what
they need, wood, cobblestone, iron and obsidian,
hands flying across crafting tables and through
inventories to create the necessarg tools and
item=s to aduvance, Further, faster, the gap betusen
the two becomes obwvious as Silverr enters the
Mether, spotting the bastion instantla, Doogile
knows, He sees Silverr's effort begin to pay off as
he =prints to catch up, having to light his portal
with wood instead of flint, the fire catching his pant
legs from a misstep,

The two spesedrunners grit their teeth, each
suraing forward at breakneck pace to complete
the milestones, get what they neead, finish the game,
Ooogile enters the bastion with Silverr trading
already, The heat of the MHether =tings his eges as
he mines gold blocks, cringing awag from a strag
crosshbow arrow fired by an angara Figlin Hithin
minutes, Silverr i= out as Doogile strugales,
SJilverr’'s white hair a stark contrast against dark
soul =and and nether brick, Blaze after blaze falls
to his axe, blade slicing with efficiency as he racks
e five blaze rods, builds a portal, and blinds to
the Ouverworld,
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Cool air at last, Silverr doesn't have time to
relish in it, crafting Eges of Ender and throwing
one, calculating where the stronghold will be,
Ooogile i= far behind, Just now entering the
fortress, scrambling for ang timesave possible as
his opponent crawls further and further ahead.
Silverr stumbles for a moment, progressing the
WEong direction towards incorrect pot-tal
coordinates at first, allowing Doogile a few seconds
to catch up. His brow furrows, He can't lose his
arip now, Doogile blinds early, sesing how far off
the =tronghold i= and falters for Just a moment in
surprise, Jlvertr makes it to the coordinatezs he
neaeds, creating and lighting a portal in seconds
and teleporting into a cave above the stronghold,
digging down through the ceiling and earning the
Eue 3Spu achievement as= Doogle =trugales o
collect his blaze rods,

“It's all egyes on Silverr, now"” Feinberg
comments as he and Herdi watch, The commentators
see evergthing, they alreada know where this is
aoing,

The stronghold isn't very consistent, breaks
and holez everuuhere as= it intersects uwith 2
mineshaft, causing 3Silverr to strugale  slightly
makina hiz wag around water and non-stronghold
passages until he eventually follows a3 =pike to the
portal room, Hithout hesitation, he fills in the eges

1<
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and a boom rings out across his world as the End
Fortal opens. Silverr, already standing in the
middle, dissolves into void and is transported into
the third and final dimension that Minecraft has to
offer, Jilverr pearls to one of the back towers in
an attempt to zero cycle but falls, flinging out a
water bucket to catch himself as he hits the
around, Doogile = in the stronghold as Silverr
loads up his crossbow, beginning to shoot the
crystals off the rest of the towers, The
commentators cra that the end is zeroable, Doogile
has a chance to clutch and win this, but that
chance never comes,

Ooogile is out of blocks, He is unable to tower
and create a structure to perch explosives on
and i= forced to settle for a one—cucle, =etting up
on the ground, kicking up end =tone dust with
every tired footstep a= both spesedrunners
impatiently wait for their dragon to perch,

Silverr's, true to form, perches first and his
well-timed explosion=s finish it off before it even
has a chance to settle on the end fountain,

“Ooogiler> gg=s
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This Flager Did Hot Give Ug

The player starts on an island
And =0 does the other

In a race against each other
The plager i= far behind

EBut then there’'s a slip

A chance

The player takes his chance
The player wins the round
Thi= plager did not give ug

The player starts on an island
And =0 does the other

In a race against each other
The plager i= ahead now

He find=s his target

Eut then he =lips

The plager i= far behind now
Hiz opponent wins the round
Thi= plager did not give up

The player staris in a desert village

And =0 does the other

In a race against each other

The player has one pearl

An endles=s ocean

A ganawing hunger

The other plager reaches the target first
Hiz opponent wins the round

Thi= plager did not give up

[
[
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The player starts on an island

And =0 does the other

In a race against each other

He i= greeted by the ocean once again
Eut this time he has more than one pearl
Thi= time he i more prepared

Thi= time he finds the target first

The plager wins the round

Thi= plager did not give ug

The player staris at a beach
And =0 does the other

In a race against each other
A rush of nerves

A pace to =low

Too far behind

Hiz opponent is ahead

Hiz opponent wins the round
Thi= plager did not give ug

The player starts in a village

And =0 does the other

In a race against each other

The plagyer could lose it all

Eut not this time

The plagyer runs like never before
He completes his goal

The player wins the round

Thi= plager did not give up

X
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The player starts in a village
And =0 does the other

In a race against each other
The player reaches the end
The player slays the dragon
The player wins the round
Thi= plager did not give up
This plager did not give ug
Thi= plager did not give ug

=
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“Fainbearg of course
now adueocating for
mur-der on this stream”

- MHerdi

o



TS Season
MNE

— nicEy

[

i

Fiound of 16

Flawoffs Season 2 — Found of 16 was the first time
I've ever paid ma full attention to 0xi, She has
made her own name in the MCSR sphere, and it is
aluaus 3 delight to =ee a woman absolutely killing it
in minecratt speedrunning, but it was actually my
first time thinking ‘Ah, magbe I will =it down and
watch Qxidiot’, You can sag it's like signing a mental
commitment contract, and it is one that I never
regret,

Ta D=,

It i= okay to feel =zad and dizappointed after a
los=s, I want gou to know that I cry, too, Magbe it is
Just a one-wag connection betueen me - the
per=on sitting in front of a screen - and gou, gou
with gyour fingers clenched on the mouse and gour
heart pounding in that match, but this match means
=0 much more to me than a win or a loss, Tou put
e a wonderful show and people will remember gou
not for the loss but for who gou are and how far
goud have come, It was =zad to see gyou go =0 early
into plagoffs, but I know for fact it is not the Last
time I will see gou on =s=uch a large stage, I want
gou to know that we see all the effort gou put into
thi= game, we =ee gour love for this game, we =ee
Yo,




1S Season 2

ME

Fiound of 16

— Monneessaa

a7



TS Season
MNE

—— Anondmous

[

0

Fiound of 16

September 28232, Season 2 was the first MC3R
Fianked Flagoffs I watched live, I was still very new
to speedrunning; I hadn't recognized most of the
names on the roster, or understood the technical
terms on the main broadcast,

EBut what I did understand was this! Fanked is, in it=s
entirety, a race A race of speedrunners against
the clock, against themselues and each other) a
race of production to be bigger, better, brighter
every season, This tournament, which on paper is
contained to insular 1-vw-1=, Best of 2= and 5= and
7= — is made up of =0 much more,

Seazon 1 left in itz wake both a reigning champion
in Jilverrruns, as well as a new standard to live g
to, MC3FR FRanked 3easzon 2 was foraed in the fire of
egager expectations, How would the =torg continue™?

Hhile Silverr prepared to defend his title on the
running front, the Fanked team geared up to outdo
their own work, Hours of dedication sunk into
debugging and =eed finding and graphic desianing,
spent in parallel to practice sessions in bastion
maps and zero cucle drills that stretched Llong into
day=s and nights, all leading up 1o a breath—-held,
heart—in—throat, stand-up—and-pace kirnd of
anticipation,

Helcome to MCSFR Fanked 3eason 2 Flagyoffs,
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For someone who isn't a technical wviewer, I focus
more on the plaver’s storg and wibe, and I think
Ancobog i= a plager with chaotic nature, He can
either perform spectacularly or forfeit on the
zero tower, and it wouldn't affect ma armusement
towards his character, The Ancoboy experience s
alwuaus a roller coaster of emotions, I can not tell
goud where my excitement comes from - it's _ust 3
Fanked-=zpecific thing that gou catch from talking
to other FRanked enjogers,

Maybe I was seeking for contrast, for a new
runner with a different wvibe, and that was when I
stumbled upon Ancobog in his match In Season 2
Cuarterfinals against Automatt, I was rooting for
him with the mind=et of 3 gambler because I mainly
watched Feinberg back then, and watching Feinberag
feels really =afe when gou know he almost aluaygs
wins, From Ancobog, I found this spark of
excitement with  _Jjust  the right amount of
nervolsness that made me anticipate and once
again brave enough to invest ma emotion in a match
- something notoriously unpredictable, In the end, I
was not dizappointed, Ancobog won with a beautiful
-4,

EBefore writing this, I came to check the VOO for
thi= match and found it to be the only Season 2
match that I have rewatched some time ago, Magbe
this i= the universe' =ignal for me to rewatch all of
Ancobog’s matches,

=9
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"It mean=s a hell of a lot to both of these
plagers," i= the first thing wviewers hear on the
final match of the Minecraft Speedrunning fanked
aeason 2 Flavoffs,

Lowkey, hiz =second plagoffs appearance,
makina it further than ewver, Down 2-2 going into
sead & and winning, now he Just neseds to win twice
in a row As pointed out by Merd), Lowkey is wisibly
nervous, “Doesn’t look gquite to what we were
seeing earlier,” Despite this, Lowkey =till takes a
lead throughout the match, making it to the end
fir=st but bails out of the zero cucle,

Then there's Silver, the winner of the last
plagoffs who has been in this =ame position before,
Consistently taking a lead throughout every =eed,
only losing to wverg minor endgame mistakes, Hhile
Lowkey is pulling ahead, the casters are losing
hope for Silver, “It might be too little too late”
zads Feinberg, As all hope is being lost, Silver
know=s he must hit a zero cucle to wine He enters
the end and instantly starts pearling, going to the
back towers, Then he sees the tower, with a height
of 188, Silver must hit this to wine He's done it
hundreds of times in practice, =0 why couldn’t he
Mo

He throws a great pearl and instantly makes it
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to the top of the tower. A= he bulds up, the
dragon comes closer and hits Silver off. He was
too slow, Silver opens his inventory for a boat
clutch, but fails, “The Horld if I hit that,” he types,
Lowkey knows at this point that all he has to do is
finish off the dragon, and with that, wins the
second season of Minecraft Jpeedrunning Fanked
Flagoff=,

CiC:
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Ancoboy ws Ruwist
Seed One

Five, four, three, two, one, break that chest
Ereak those logs, you've done this before
Tod're more than able to win this

seed, it's your pride gyou can restore,
Mewver before has gour heart pumped

=0 fast, in the nether before

gour opponent, Tou can look

Jou can =ee, 9od can run straight for
the ba=stion, Greathe in, Anco, breathe,
Tou're ahead, you're ahead _just pour
gourself out and put gourself first,
Tod're a minute ahead, you swore

gou would win and out of the trades

Jou Fun to pearl first 1o the fort,

Into the end gou're =till well swift,

above: the beast gyou face towards,
Arrows fire fast as gou reach her,

EBut gyou attack her nevermore,
“harsilasma bitti!” Tou lost,
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Seed Five

Fiinse and repeat, rinse and repeat,

ALl Anco needed was to run

better than he had the first time,

better than earlier, seed one,

Loot chest, get wood, kill food, get through
into the nether, be in front,

Ee fast, be better than the last

time, Mo tilting, gou must outrun

Fuwist, the foe, the one gou must beat,

Two to two points, Just beat hin once,
Fir=st to the fort, first to the grass,

first to measure under the sun,

The time is good, one of the best

And gou can't help but grin Just from
excitement, the thrill of the game,

The fulfilment of the tale spun

In which gou brought the bronze prize home,
In the portal, you prag enough,

To build up, up, to kill her and-

“harsilasma bitti!” Tou won,
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“The Undefeatad
Flayoff=s Flayer versus
aur- Qualifier= Harrior”

- Feinbearg
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Fiound of 16

This =eason felt =andy- not _Just the hot sand
under runner’'s feet uhenever they spawned into a
shipwreck, buried treasure, or a desert temple, but
alzo how the =eason =stuck in gour =kin, between
the cracks of gour memories, How itz participants
stayed around for mang seasons after, the wayg
the first matches had felt soft and smooth! guick
2-8's form the higher seed, one after another
knocking out each new participant,

Mevertheless, despite the guick-forming pattern, it

couldn’'t =stop the bloodshed and the pain of
EBeef=alad v= Anco, A plagoffs veteran vs, the new
kid, “I think thi=s is one of the.. closer matchups”
Merdi's words rang in ma head, He was right, he was
right, Beefsalad and Anco were a closer matchup
than angone else had =een this dag, and as much
asz I was cheering for the underdog and was
hopina his skill from the gqualifiers would =shine
through into this match, there was another part of
me that wanted the home plager to win, Anco had a
short fuse and was gquick to tilt, but =omething
about  hi=  wolatility was  captivating to me,
"Beef=zalad only killed the dragon on three of
those =eeds, the other ten were forfeitz from
Anco.” There it was, the reason to both belisve in
the name evergonse knew, but also to grit gour
teeth and hold gour breath, Hhat it he tilts, uwhat it
he tilts, what it he ti-
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Seed one, Spaun on the =sand. fun guicker than
evarr before, He's ahead, He died. He died again.
Seead Lost,

Seed two, Into the Ffuined Fortal, donft  tilt,
Beaefzalad hasn't entered the fort, they must'uve
died, Beef=alad never entered the fort, Seed LHon.

Seed three, It's the first seed 3 this seaszon. The
two are neck and neck, Beefzalad is ahead, Anco is
now behind, Beefsalad is in the End, Anco isn't,

Eeetialad has made the adwvancement [Free the
Encdl

29
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Mew Blood

I =settled down into mag seat on a cold Januarg
marning, I shivered, partly from the winter breeze,
but mastly from excitement,

The third =season of HMC3F FRanked Flayoffs was
about to begin,

The names of competitors rang  throuogh  the
morning air, each one confidently stepping up to
the =tage as their =eed was called, Familiar faces
took their places! Oxidiot, Doogile, Friffie; fierce
runners who've been here since the beginning,
Thegy knew how to plag the game, knew this
competition inside and out,

But when =eed six was announced, I felt a shift in
the air,

An unknown figure stepped into the morning light: a
snowman in a striped scarf, eges full of youth and

hunger-,

Hi= name was Hackingnoises, A name that doesn't
quite roll off the tongue—- yet,

And that was the =sign:

Hew blood had entered the scene.
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Unfamiliar names echoed one by one through the
stadium, Some stepped out with nerwves, others with
excitement, but their eges burned with passion and
ambition,

Crimzon eges and tie, Seafoam onesie, Fale pink
togque, Blue ninja suit. Figlin with a theatre mask,
High—tech wisor, Blue and pink doag,

Beef3alad, Wstrid, Faplerr. Andouu,  Halugoshi,
Loodlow, Bloonskiller,

SJeven more fresh challengers, who clawed through
LCO to stand here, side by =ide with =seasoned
veterans,

And when the sixteen runners stood together, it
only took ane glance to see the shiftl half of them
Were new,

I'ue =een neuwcomers rise and fall in an instant. But
thi= wasn't that., This wasn't _Just a few lucky
outlier= _Jaoining Flagoffs for a brief moment,

This was a wave of ned blood, here to stay.

They weren’'t _just here to compete, They were
here to challenge, To claim the crown, To topple
the monopoly that weterans hawve built over two

dominant seasons.

But the crown doesn't fall easily,

I
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A= the round of 16 =started, the newcomers fell,
one by one, Their raw talent wasn't enough against
three =easons of experience— _just get. Their
blood was =till learning to warm up to the cold, to
the brutal conditions that defined Flagoffs,

And _ust like that, the wave of new blood fizzled
into nothing,

But tuwo drops remained:

Hackingnoises, Eliminated fellow newcomer Ystrid in
two matches, The only new autogualifier in a sea of
veterans,

Beeflalad, Bnocked out lLast =eason’'s third place
winnet Ancoboy in a tense back and forth, It wasn't
a perfect battle, but he won, The only one from
LCO to make it to the =econd round,

They were the lifeline, the Last hope of new blood
in Flayoffs, The only ones who could prowve that
newcomers could not only survive, but thrive,

Jeason 3 brought the most new competitors
to RAanked Flayoffs.

Far me, this marked the start of zomething bhigger-
a shift in the player=s and how the game was plaged,.
The beginning of a new era,

And as the game grows, ned blood will continue
to flow.
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Friffin w=s Yrowl

Fiun, Fun through the wvillage that Fowl picked
for the first match, Towards the blacksmith, garab
what gyou need, get out as =o0on as gou can.

fAttention, To be paid to what gou're doing,
timesaves, timelosses, where gour opponent i= and
what they're doing, even if gou can't see them or
hear what thed're =ading,

Hawigate, Find gour way across the Ouverworld,
through MHether terain, bastion, fortress,
stronghold to portal room,

hesp pace, Hith gourself, with gour opponent,
pace iz everdgthing, whether gou live or  dig
whether gou win or lose, Fowl falls behind and will
=tay behind the rest of the match, entering the End
after Friffin.

Escape, Escape gour structures alive and with
enough materials to keep gou going, Ezscape the
Mether back to the clean, fresh ar of the
overyworld, Escape the =stronghold’s twisting
tunnels into the final frontier, the End,

Defeat, Defeat the golem, the blazes, a skeleton
in the =stronghold and finally the Dragon itself,
Defeat gour opponent as Friffin did, perch versus
perch ultimately coming down in his favor,

o b
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Fanked Adrenaline ending with a “good game”
and a handshake and a gquiet “I'll win next time we
meet”, excitement and despair mingling owver a win, a
loss, a draw,

o
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Ooogile L=, Friffin
He has evergthing he neads,
He's missing a key to the End,
Every step is a step closer to winnina.
Every step is a step further awau,
Every mistake has him falling behind,
[Eue Spyl
He's already there,
He searches,
Ha =till needs a keu.
And he searches,
Flease give him what he needs,
Fleasea let him find what he's looking for,
And then,
there it is,
EBut it's not fast enough
He might be fast enough,
Because he's catching up.
He might be catching ug,
He takes too long
[Eg= 2pul
And now,
The room is there,

He wishes he'd bean faster,
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[The End?]

It's anuone’s game,

He pushes to the top,

He =prints to the fountain,

He towers to the stars,

Iron bars encase him,

He i=s frees in the sky,

He sit= and waits,

There is nothing holding khin back,

This can't be it,

Thi=s i= it

Friffin has made the adwvancemnsnt [Free the Endl

o=
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Friffin, the 2 time weeklies winner, being no
stranger 1o the tournament =setting, Versus
Hackinanoises, the undefeated new arrival to
plagoffs, winning every =seed to make it to Orand
finals, Both runners want to take the crown, but
only one will prevail,

On the first seed the wviewers' hearizs are
already pumping, Oid Friffin really  leave the
bastion with arly 14 ender pearls? A=
Hackingnoises inches towards Friffin's massive
lead, it's wvery apparent that the new arrival will
lose his first =eed of his plagoffs career, and the
19 pearl play pays off for Friffin,

A= seed two iz underway, Hackinanoises,
desperately running from pigs, digs into “a single
naturally generating lava block,” as Fulham states
in hi= analysis, This instantly ends all hope, as
viewers can onlay watch in pity as Friffin easily
pulls ahead in dominating fashion to take his lead
2-4,

Despite the frustrating death, Hackingnoizes
doesz not let this go to his head, This i=s the
Hackinanoises we hawve =seen all tournament, But
then, he doe=s the unthinkable, Hithout realizing, he
leaves the fortress with only eleven eges of
ender, Hhat it the portal is a zero ege? He can
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only watch, anxiously, as hackingnoises builds his
second portal, If this is a zero ege, this can wvery
well be the end of his tourneg run, His portal puts
him directly into the portal room, and we =ee the
portal has one eue, He ends the seed with 3 sub 8
minute time and begins a comeback,

Fight a= we hawve =een the best of
Hackinanoises, he dies again on his way to the
bastion, losing evergthing, including all hope he
gained from the previous seed, Friffin uses this to
hiz aduvantage and easily wins this =eed, and only
neads one more to be the plagoffs season 3
champion,

Hatching this final seed was incredibly
depressing for evergons, He know that a 2-1 lead
is almost impossible to return from Hackingnoises
plagys visibly sloppy all seed and Friffin kesps the
same pace he has all game, Hackingnoises and
viewers can only watch as hope leaves everagone
for more seeds, as Friffin wins the final seed and
becomes the HMinecraft Speedrunning  Ffanked
Seaszon 3 Champion,

21
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Beaeft3alad ws Prouwl

Third Flace Matches aluagys makes me nerwvous,

The =tress I get from watching runners wvyging for
first place doesn't even compare to a FRACTION of
the nervousness that stems from watching runners
fight tooth and nail for third place, At the end of
the dag, one runner goes home with prize moneyg,
And the other? After FRound of 16, Semifinals,
Cuarterfinals, match after match, giving everdgthing
that gou got, and now has the taste of the reward
- Ju=st for it to barely slip through gour fingers at
the last hurdle, CIn my verg professional opinion
gou get moneg for first or second  angwaygs
=000,

The =stakes are high, tenszion bubbles and broils
berneath the surface, Bursting into fast-paced
action and mechanics as the Matches begin,

Some notable “interesting” - I _umped out of mu
chair>» moments from the 94 Matches:

e Jead 1) Fowl routes the 3Stronghold much
neater, but dies in the end while Beefsalad has
spent the entire time wandering through the
hallwagys of the 3tronghold CRowl B-1 Beefl
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e Jead 2 Fowl dies a horrendous death at fort
Cfall damage via knockback from a blazel, and
frantically searches for obby from the items
spraged all over the floor, Just to find it at
the edge of a glowstone vein hanging owver a
gigantic Lava lake, CFowl 1-1 Beefl

e Jeead 3 Surprise! Tour treasure bastion hole
has a lava column flowing straight through it-
CFiowl 1-2 Beefl

e Seed 4 Very, VERYT close endfight, fiowl zerao’d
while Beef's dragon perched at the SAME TIME.
CFiowl 1-3 Beefl

My poor heart can’t handle this, man.

Ouring Seed 1, as Fowl built the portal to the
atronghold, the effects of it swaged and
reverberated through my nerves, lighting them on
fire as now Fowl is stronaly back in contention
while Beef i= stumbling blindly throuah the =ame
winding corridors, all advantages and ang lead he
has instantly vaporised, I stared at my =creen like
a hauwk, watching a=s minutes tick by... Heither
runner getting remotely close to - Fowl finds=s
portal room, okb, HOO-

At that moment I Fremember ma neck disconnecting
from mu body like a puppet’s snipped string, my
head falls into ma hand=s and despair cresps in:




1S Season 3

ME

Orandfinals | 3™ Flace

Fiowl i= in the end - and Beef is still wandering, 5
mindtes and counting compared to Fowl's 3...

Thi= roller coaster of emotions Lasted through the
almost 1 hour 38 minutes of the Match, and at the
end, I was thoroughly exhausted as if I was the
one actually plaging CI wish Sometimes, I wonder
what it's like to watch these matches without being
invested in one runner, so that it's fully Llaid-back
and popcorn time and my poor heart can take a
break from skipping a beat every minute,

EBut at the end of the dag, I would never, euver
trade this feeling awag, This Match was absolutely
exhilarating, from the first seaed to the last, every
split to every micro, I wouldn't miss it for the
world, CExcept magbe boba, Just magbel,
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“Teah, Herdi was on the
ehone with Obama
during break time”

- Feinbearg
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Ooogile v=s bina_gpias

The dag was finally winding down after the 7
longest matches of aour life, but gour heart
couldn’'t stop racing— the time had come for the
match wou'd been anticipating all day and gou’'d
decided to bet on a losing doga, This =strategy
hadn't been particularly working for gou, most of
the people you'd been cheering for had lost their
respective matches, sach one falling while other
runners moved on, But this match was different,
goud had nothing but unwavering hope, nothing but
sheer confidence when the odds were in gour
favour, The timer ticked down from three to two,
one, zero— the screen flashed and Feinberg and
Merdi were back on, but gour eges locked on the
two names at the top! DOOGILE W3 BIO BIG MOMGET,

Tou held gour breath through the first seed and
after that blur of events all gou could think was
holy =hit he did it Even if Mongey didn't win this
match he'd won the first seed, =something that
hadn't even been conceivable a few months ago,
but was nothing but reality now It wasn't even
gour win but gou gourself winning wouldn't have
even brought the =same satisfaction. Mongewy could
do this, Tou had faith, Another round passed and
the two runners were at match point, Tour hands
shook, You bit your tongue, Tour breath hitched at
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every Jolt and surprize, The group chat had a
blanket of =ilence laid over it as the third seed
began and both runners ran towards the ruined
portal- two undeniably =killed runners neck and
neck, into the nether, into the bastion. Mongeyg
stumbled behind, Tou kept up a strong facade of
faith in him but it was faltering, 28 seconds ahead,
d8 =zeconds ahead, and Doogile was in the End, Has
it over? It was over, There was no wag of bringing
it back-

Eut he did, Mongey did it, not once, but twice, He'd

done it but this time he'd actually done it from the
start when all he was was a wvictor of quals, then
he'd been pitted against the scariest of runners,
the top dog and against all odds he'd come out on
top and in that moment, you couldn’t have be more
proud, more thrilled, more ready for the rest of
thi= =eason, And Mongey couldn’'t have been more
bina.

29
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March 2824, Seaszon 9's Hidseason Showdown was
the first of itz kind, A= the one gear anniversaryg
of Flauoffzs pesked over the horizon, Midseason
kept the hupe up, Hith the introduction of the new
phase points sustemn for end-of-season
placements, consistency became more important
than ever,

April 2824, Last Chance Qualifiers rounded out the
bracket, and Seaszon 4 Flagyoffs were scheduled to
start the following week with Hinart and Cubel3323%x
as the only first—time plagers, wuho entered the
bracket wia regular season placement and LCO
respectively, The Seaszon 4 lineup set the record
for the lowest number of new plager debuts in
Flagoffs historg at _Jjust two, with 275X of the
bracket already having at least one  prior
appearance,

Fianked Flayoffs had =seen Jilverrruns, Lowkey, and
Friffin each in the top spot =0 far - three winners
in three seasons, There was no telling who would
claim the fourth title,

Mag 2824, The Ffound of 16 brought much-
anticipated matchups, Hackingnoizes beat Silverr
out 2-1 and moved on to face the defending
champion Friffin, Gigbigmongey bested Doogile in a
nail—biting a2—1 bracket Lpset = another
unfortunate start for the plager who ended the
seaszon ranked first in elo,

Helcome to MC3SFR Fanked Season 9 Flayoffs,
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Oragon’'=s Oance

To dance with a dragon is a risky mowve,
ahe has her owun rhathn and soars

To a tango heard by no one else,

A= Lowkey entered her domain he knew
He would have to waltz with the beast,
He leaped through the portal

And the music began to playg,

He followed her beat but soon
The music was hoarded, only to be
Heard by the queen,

Lowkey towered up to reach her
And try to dance beside her,
Once the top had been reached,
The first explosive was =et off

It'=s bang shifting the pace of the dance,

Each explosive brought more and more
Chaos to the routine he had practiced,
The dance was changed from a

Fas de deux to a

Salsa to a

Haltz to &

Tango until

The music and rhathn slipped out

0Of grasp and the dragon had

Gained contral,

=X
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A chase down ensued as

The queen of the dance flew about
Choosing her owun beat to follow
And Lowkey ran to catch her

And take back control,

He shot down her crustals that kept her alive
One by one until finally,

He caught her and her chaotic sound,

Lowkey pulled the music out of the gqueen

And took control of the dance

The two had been doing since

The wvery first dayg,
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Hinner

in the beginning
gou saw glory;
in that moment
victorg and
light

painted the world,

it was only the start
and gou had faith,
there will aluays be
a price to payg,

as gou left the match

goud knew you had paid
it,

Hal Wor,

Lo=ar

Jou already knew,

gou would reach for it but
all you =aw was

the woid,

opening up beneath gou,
gou could have
snatched the crown,

but gou failled to do it,
and gou Lo=st it,

crying silence,
soundlessly gour lungs
burnt raw,

gou watched hope slip
through gour fingertips.,

oy lost,
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The game isn't owver until the dragon is dead,
aometimes even after that, until gou dive into the
fountain, It's not owver until someone’s won, It's
never  hopeless, it's newver worth  giving  ug.
However, sometimes gou have to hold gour breath,
Oftentimes belief that gou can do it i=n't enough to
push gou across the finish line before gour
opponent,

And a= Ancobog =stumbles into the end after an
atrocious nav that Lowkeg had blitzed through, the
world =seemed to have already  paused in
anticipation of Lowked’'s wvictorg, It doesn't matter
that he'd been ahead at the fortress, It doesn't
matter if he'd been in the stronghold 36 seconds
gquicker, Lowukeg was in the end first, Lowkey was at
hiz zero first,

Ancoboy had been ahead at ewverag split until the
one that matters,

Lowkey doesn't falter as he kills the dragon. Six
bed=s and one anchor and he's won the match,
Ancobog has time to finish off his own dragon, buot
it doesn't matter, By the time he steps into the
fountain the game i= owver,

It was cloze, But a close match isn't enough to
push them to a seed 5,

Hithh the first ever clean sweep in the grand finale,
Lowkey is crowned the first two time ranked
playoffs champion.

=Ny
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It was infatuating how =moothly
these runners would play

on a day

that was different from this one,

Tet with it all on the line,
their hand sasily slipped
and they fumbled profusely,

Mot a sinale plager, I tell gou, none
Could outrun nor outshine

The kid who wrote the script!

That runner whose skills were divine,

The =oda has long fizzled out, the popcorn and
chips are _ust crumbs at the bottom of the bowl,
and my voice i now reduced to a rasp from the
cheers of _Jog and howls of pain from the past
matches, My phusics notes lag out on My desk, and
the =treaks of tears that had run down my cheesks
feel sticky— everyg high, every low, every mixed
emotion from the day had accumulated into this one
Llast to match, Lowkeg V3 Ancobog, I take one deep
breath in, one deep breath out, As high as steaks
are for both of them, and even though exhaustion
had whittled both of them down, Lowkeg is =till
leagues abowve Anco, Hith every passing seed it
looks like Lowkeg will win, once again— nothing short
of an impressive feat and a great addition to the
resume, One plager with two wins was exciting and
new, and a telltale sign of new things to look
forward to,
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“urely Doogile knows

that this 1= a toolsmith..,

syrely thesze runners
kro,.,”

- Feinberg
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S0 it's midnight and gou’'re curled g in gour
bed =taring eagerly at gyour phone screen, floating
restlessly in the darkness surrounding gou as
voices blast half-unintelligible words  into gour
ears, Tod have to blink multiple times in order to
ad _just gour=self 1o the glaring pixels spelling out
the =cene before gou - gou've woken up for this
event, woken up early, and gou already know gou
won't regret it. It's the HMC3FR Fanked 3Season S
Midseason Showdown, after all, It's Flayoffs,

It's Flayoffs, and in the silence of the lLate
night tucked awag in gour own little corner of the
dniverse, god have never been more readyg to
watch in gour life,

Motifications pop up on gour s=creen one by
one, The runners’ names are familiar - oo flit
from =stream to stream as they pass through gour
vigzion, allowing the reality of the moment to
properly settle in, Tour hands tremble =slightly as
gou type out the occasional gl and LOCKIH - gyou're
hopeful that evergone will do well, despite the fact
that Fanked i=s alwuags full of fierce competition, A
smile breaks out on gour face inadvertently when
gou realize that gour favourite has gone live,
Finally! You were getting worried,
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And if gou're lucky, it you were lucky enough,
gour favourite was hackingnoisess, and =0 gou
settled - gou =ettle - down into gour covers and
rest gour head back against the wall ready to
watch khin Frun.

Tou watch as he wins, Tou watch as he wins time
atter time after time - gou watch as he absolutely
dominates the event and gou watch as the hours
pile up alongside his point count, Tou watch him
shatter the HMidseason point record, seed after
seed, dragon after dragon - in the end gou're
struck breathless by the sheer areatness of the
number, 171, It's =surreal, It's unreal. Insans,
Arazing, Eyes wide opern,

It can't be real, but here gou are, watching him
celebrate, watching Midseason play out before gou
as gou tupe out frantic messages to gour friends
- here gou are watching fanked, MC3A Fanked, the
whole competition on displag right before gour
very eges as god sit cozy in the darkness, Here
Jou are - Jour eges glaze over when gou realize
that it's over at last, your mind unuwilling to let go
of the occasion Just get, For a few hours gou
were completely starstruck, For a few hours, gou
felt alive, Eyss wide open, Eues wide open, syes
wide open —

Ta the rest of the world, it was _just a few
hour=, But in that moment, to gou it was -

Yo world,

Fic:
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July 2824, Season 3's Midseason Showdown saw an
incredbly dominant showing from Hackinanoises,
Already a familiar face around the Top 12 in
regular season, as well as the Top 2 in Flagoffs,
Hax put on a spectacular performance and ended
the day in first place with 171 out of the 288 total
possible points, The gap between him and runner-
e Doogile was 25 points - over two times the
difference between 2nd and dth place,

Augu=t 2824, Seaszon 5 Flagoffs =aw a =slight
deviation from the tupical Found of 16 routine, with
the top 2 gualifuing plagers receiving buye rounds
while the lowest seeds =tarted the tournament as
u=ual, In keeping with previous format changes like
the introduction of phase points in Season 4, these
preliminarg rounds were increased from Best of 3
to Best of 5, in an effort to reduce the impacts of
FHO and to reward consistency early on in the
bracket,

Jeeds 9-12 faced off against the four LCO
winner=s for Found 1, with the wvictors heading to
Fiound 2 against 3Seed=s 5-2, Oxidiot and
Dandanngboy had their =second early Flagoffs
throwdown in a row, this time with Oxi coming out on
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top with a 3-8, Jilverrruns was the only plager to
emerge from Founds 1 and 2 with a perfect
record, winning 3-8 against both Fulsar3d2 and
Bigbigmongey,

Helcome to MC3R Fanked 3easzon 5 Flayoffs,

T
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Quarterfinals

Making it past found 1 & 2, these 2 runners proved
why they deserwve a spot in Flayoffs - but that's
=till too many people for a podium,

Hhen people ask about ma favourite runners, 1
would =ag Hax and Beef., Hhich i= as Match 1
started I was already dreading this match - one of
therm would not be trging for a podium at the end of
thi=s, That being =aid, both Frunners were incraedibly
fast, their completion times much shorter than
durina 332 Cwhich I did another piece onl, the
improverents in raw pace and mechanics slowly
pulls the top runners awayg from people who plag
Minecraft casually or semi-regularlag, To illustrate
thi= better, while watching 33 I sometimes think “0k
I can do that” Cmy ego..2 but definitely not now,

The other thing I do want to mention i= the interwal
videos by speedrunners, frrom Doog and Automatt’s
Oues=z  HWho? Cwith, 9guite frankly, the best
introduction screen of the whole plagyoffs euventl
ar Silverr and Hax's word game., For the people
who don't guite understand how plavoffs work, it's
a nice and relaxing break, and theg can Join in on
the fun, This entertaining section isn't only for one
part of the audience though, mang of us in the
audience get to see how runners think and act on
information, and gives the wviewers a fun wag of
learning about who the runners are without them
having to talk to the audience,
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Semifinals
Semi=s are actually kinda chill,

Tou know, even if gou lose the match gou're on,
gou =till have a chance for a podium finish, even if
it means hawving to ultra lock in for that third
place, But if the runner gou're supporting makes it
to Semis, gou can =it back and relax, truly en oy
the gameplay instead of beinga nervous  about
losing, At least, that's how I =see it, The true stress
only sets in after the runner gou're supporting
has to plag the third place match and gou realise,
“oh =wulgar word= mg runner might end up being
the only 1 out of the 4 to not get on the podium”...

That beina =aid, these 2 Semifinal matches are
nothina  short of breathtaking, The roster s
inzredibly highla skilled and the proven cream—-of-
the-crop Cla créme de la creéme if you're fancyl,
In the Hax vs Anco match, both of them were wery
close to each other, trading splits like it's the
stock market on seed 2, 2, and 4, And in the =econd
2emifinals match, Doog and Fowl, Fowl, who has a
3G FE 38 =econds slower than Doog's, =till
managed to outpace Doog in =eed 1, CThough the
relevance and usefulness of the R3O0 FE time in
relation to ranked i= not very solid and can be
debated, Might also be why they removed it in later
Seasonsl,

=
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Circling back to the stress of third place matches,
we now move on to that dreaded match with Anco ws
Fiowl, and ODoog v=s Hax for Grand finals,

Man I really hope Hax wins grand finals and Anco
wins third place,

Qh-
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The competitive atmosphere was electric, and I was
all far it,

Every second that passed, evera block that was
placed, evera pearl throw that landed frame
perfect, drilled the excitement further and further
inside me,

It was honestly magical that a Minecraft ewvent
could make me feel like this, Making me feel emotions
that I had newver felt before,

Ones where I was overridden with Jog a=s I watched
the runners I had watched for as long as I had
been in the community move on from match to match,
from the wverg first =seed, all the wag to the
quarter finals,

I s=creamed as loud as I possibly could, as the final
zero cucle ended the matchup 3-2, A close call, 1
sighed in relief, calming ma racing heartrate,

I was simply left in awe, Just by how flawlessly they
all performed, Every decision was made in the span
of a second, each and everg movement matching
the pace they plaged at,

EBut I knew the excitement wouldr’t stop there,
There was =till the =emifinals, before the grand
finale, where I was truly in for an exciting time, 1
could barely wait,
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In a way, Flayoffs felt different to me, At itz core,
it had all the excitement surrounding it like anug
other avant,

But Flayoffs didn't feel like _just an event, It was
an experience, An experience that was one—-of-a-—
kind,

=1
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The world that gou spawn into s an endless
sea,

The countdown i= brief and aet tantalizingly
slow, Tou watch the numbers tick down and down
and down, ever—-attentive, ever-ready to begin -
o know that gour opponent must be as alert as
goud are in the moment, =0 gou refuse to let gour
auard down in the =slightest, Tou are neruvous — of
course gou are a little nervous, One can only be
nervols under such high pressuare, on displag
before the rest of the universe about to plag a3
match for wictory, =0 gou let it drive gou 1o be the
sole thing gyou're allowed to be -

Fa=tar,

The summer breeze brushes against gour skin
not unkindly as gou drag gour feet out of the
warm sand in a bid 1o begin performing the mapless
required, In a wayg, right then and there, gou
become one with gour opponent — the two of gou
spin, pie charts flashing, =earching, =searching,
=eatching, both unuilling to allow the other to take
the lead in ang wag, S0 gou _Just know that when
gou've dived all the way down into the ocean and
forced aside the grawvel in the way of the buried
treasure that he's done the same thing, He's right
on Jour tail, he's magybe even ahead, he's fast so
gou must be faster -
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Tou don't cover gour ears when the THT gou
place down explodes to hand gou gour logs, Tou
haven't done that in a long time, Tou are a runner
now, and that would be a timeloss,

You don't even know who you are angmore, Tou
Just know that gou must win,

S0 ane of you stumbles and the aother plays on,

Tou experience death after death after death,
Tou reset time after time after time, You make it to
the fortress before he wins, Tou learn afterwards
that there was 3 tool=smith,

The two of gou hawve made historg in an instant,

Eventually, around the world, everyone hears
the words - to end our Season 3 Flayoffs, Herdi,
Ooogile takes it home,

2o



1S Deason o
ME Orand Finals | 3™ Flace

—— Awez

=]



1S Deason o

ME

Orand Finals | 3™ Flace

=y



TS Season D
MNE

— Jdess=s

0
0

Orand Finals | 3™ Flace

Hords could not describe how I felt during the
finals of season 3.

I had spent a weesek waiting in suspense, readdy to
experience another wave of emotions again.,

A= =oon as the final match began, I was already
glued to my seat, It didn't matter if I had plans for
the next dayg, there was no way that I wouldn't miss
a =ingle second of this,

It didn’t feel long at all, Magbe that was the beauty
of speedrunning, Seeds started and ended quicker
than I could fully comprehend, as they moved from
round to round, only broken up by the occasional
mid-match analusis,

The entire plagoffs had some fierce competition,
but the grand finals had a matchup that made me
tremble with excitemant,

Ooogile w=s Hax, Two of the best runners going
head to head for wvictorg, It was a matchup
designed to keep me on the edge of ma seat,

The more and more I watched, the more I became
mesmerised by what I was witnessing, It had been
my first time seeing Flagyoffs live, and immediately 1
fully under=tood why it was =0 special,
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The energyg was unmatched to ang other event I
had =een at the time, It was like I was in the centre
of a packed stadium, If I listened close enough, I
could  hear  similar cheers of excitement from
across the world, as the runners came closer and
closer to the end, pulling off feats that I could
only dream of doing,

It wazs when I realised that this was what I was
mi==sing, Flagoffs was truly something magical, uhere
every decision kept me on the edge of ma seat,
where everyg wictorg made me cheser with the
shared enthusiasm of the hundreds of wiewers,
where every second made me feel like I was
witmessing greatness,

And there was no doubt that I was,
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I =tudy far awayg from home, and I prepare for
lomg flights home by downloading Ranked WODs to
watch on the plane, Do I mind iIf people around me
find it funng that I'm watching HMinecraft? Mot
really, Honestly I think I would be happy it someone
comes up to me and asks what I'm watching,
because then I can gap about Ranked to them,

I was re-—watching Jeason & HMidseaszon Showdown
during a flight, The perfect scenario of someone
taking interest in fanked through ma laptop =creen
unfortunately  didn't happen, and I think ma
reactions at one point had unnerved the person
zitting next to me, If only theg know I am aluags like
that whenever I'n watching a Ranked match,

It was not ma fault that a3 smile made it onto My
face when Hax finished s=econd in the first sead, It
was also not ma fault that I was gripping the
plane’s fragile desk when he died at seed 2, 1
remember back when I watched it live, I really had
thought he flew too close to the sun, It was
surprising how much emotion I felt on a =second
watch of =omething gou would think i= only exciting
live, If I was on the tip of exploding all the time
when watching the livestream, I am no better when
watching the VOO, I was biting my nails, my heart
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was beating too loud in ma chest, I had to hide my
Little gells behind ma face mask because evergone
around me was sleeping and I don't want to disturb
andone when I am a few thousands kilometres in the
air,

In  conclusion, FRanked WODs  are excellent
entertainments for longa flights, but gou might want
to make =ure that gou don't scare others by
screaming when Hax wins a match,
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Found 1, Around the world, a thousand frantic
messages  are  typed oot simaltaneocusly, The
tournament is about to begin - viewers spill into
streams eagerly, auwaiting the inevitable succes=s or
downfall of FRanked Flagoffs, Friends ping each
other hastily in a bid to wake each other up, It's
happening, Flayoffs is happening,

Mainstream start, Feople pour in rapidly withouot
hesitation, Thea learn that there will be two new
commentators,  this  time round, and watch in
anticipation as the familiar ritual that Flagoffs
tend=s to be nowadags splagys out before them,
Fiunner=s =it zoundlessly in their private room,
ready to do what they must, fAun, It's =0 =simple but
it's =0 much.

Countdown, It's about to commence, The world
aoes silent; chats become faster than ever before,
overrun with frantic gls, It's life and death and it's
right here. Hhen it begins, it begins, The desert
temple that flashes up on both Automatt and Erik’s
screens flares up worlduide, Flagyoffs, Flayoffs,
Thi= i= Flayoffs -

This is Flauoffs, and it's real, and as the watch
parties start to storm up with their usual husterics
everdthing in turn falls Fight - into - place,
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There are the results of the first tuo matches
- Erik win=s, Tudorule wins — and then there is the
return of Couriway and fekrap to commentate the
third, There is the familiar, wonderful username -
ELO_FLUMBEFR449d — and then there is the interwview
that takes place Just before it all begins, There i=
the shipwreck to the =ide, useless and half-buried,
and then there is the resoundina undefeatable
plumbing that occurs, It's Flagyoffs, It's beautiful,

It's spectacular, and it brings smiles to
peaple’s faces all around the world,
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I hadn't been there for Season 6. I had only been
exposed to MCSR at the cusp of Season & Flavoffs
ending, so when I finally _Joined the commanity, the
dust had settled, I learned the nooks and crannies
aof what this niche had to offer, and I stumbled
upon Flagoffs,

It had been an entirely random pick, Blindfolded,
finger—-dart thrown on the arrayg of wvideos at my
dizposal that was the board, Feinbera ws, Mongey,
That's where fate left me,

I had always had a soft spot for silliness, Magbe
that was why I enjoged it =0 much, why it stuck to
me like a performance I could not forget and why I
kept coming back,

Flagyoffs is a highly competitive and tense event,
ges, It's also filled with =0, =0 much Jog and
whimsg, Tou hold gour breath as the runners blaze
their way through the worlds, then gou will huff oot
in incredulousness at the hidinks that ensue on the
wad to brilliance, It cradles these two wvastly
different aspects, restsz it in gour hands and
clasps it shut with a =smile, =adging, "Did gou have
fun?” And I did, The moment the silly media segment
started I had to pause every second or so0 to
Llaugh, Then the match =started, a seamless shift
from something =o light to a masterpiece so
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obwious in its weight, A thrill thrommed at the edge
of my fingertips,

Minecraft speedrunning i= a sort of dance to me,
Betueen the plaver, the game, the mechanics honed
over Jgears and ygears, In Flagoffs, it i a
spectacle, blaring trumpets as these two runners
e e betueen the moverments, with the
commentators singing along 1o the orchestra of
the match made to tug at My heartstrings, I =at at
the edge of my =eat when all it came down 1o was 3
single golden pickaxe in a buried End spawn, I
giggled at Feinbera forgetting thirta obsidian and
Mongey not splashina fire res or forgetting to
turn off hard mode, These people know their dance
well, but they stumble, There is a reason we enJjod
compilations of top level speedrunners fail basic
routines, They are brilliance bundled in one, they
are skill at itz utmost, but more than that, they are
people, Hho misclick and forget, Seriousness and
sillines=s all in one, It's okag to forget how to
blazebead,

My lungs were buzzing as I cheered for Mongey's
win, I breathed the air; tingling, electric static,
wonder, I click on the next wideo,
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There is something about this Llittle guy named Hax
Hackinanoisess that is contagious, The reason that
I watch this guy on a streamly basis I wish he can
stream on a daillg basis> i=n’t his  strong
performance, but how happa he aluags sounds,
can alwags count on his =stream to make my dag
better no matter how horrible it was, because
Hax's positive energa can surely reach me
through the screen, I have already foraotten how
mand bad days have been brightened g by a =olid
28 minutes of his stream, but magbe that's the
storyg for another dag,

Hiz match with Oxi during Quarterfinals was, in his
words, Yabsolute cinema”, and I don't think I can
dizagree on that, Honestly, I don't remember how
he plaged ang seeads, or what the final score was,
but the aftertaste has staged fresh in My memorg
since, I can immediately recall how my veins were
Finging against my ears because I was  also
nervods, or how I smiled for =so long that mg
cheeks hurt when that guy gelled “Tou can beat me
on perch race but it does not matter!” with pure
Jod in his woice, I've never watched actual sports,
Maube that was how it feels when gour favourite
team wins, Hax is definitely one of my favourite

181



1 Deason o

ME

1=

Duarterfinals | Semifinals

speedrunners and it i mostly because of his
energy alone,

It i= always a delight to tab into a Hackingnoisess
stream, 0o watch him sometimes if gou haven't
checked him aut,
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3™ Flace Match

Ferhaps it was because of the fact that I knew
they were =o close,

One of the most well-known trios in MC3A, small part
of me mumbled in the back of my head, as I stepped
into the match, Hho wouldn't be intrigued? Two
friend=s facing off each other on the grand =stage,
The clock doesn't get to tick long before the
commentators themselves point this out, The tip-tag
lightheartedness of knowing that gou're comrades,
or utter focus at the competition at hand? Ferhaps
it i= both, Ferhags it is the =ame,

CTen percent, ma mind echoed, More than ten
percent of all of Hax's games.2

Faint buzz of my =creen hummed in the dead of the
night as the world itself held itz breath, Two
speedrunners matching in pace, difference made
sometimes in the minute things only, Hax's gameplay
that of precisze movements carved through the
gJears, Magic Monged! the commentators shouted in
alee, I looked upon the screen and thought! ges, of
course, because these acts were nothing short of
a miracle,

My whole body wrestled to tamp down the barely
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contained thrill, watching thiem enter the
strongholds at the same time, The little whisper at
the end that alwags comes, the one that whispers
but what if? as the dragon dies for Hax while
Mongey is left =till filling in the eyes, But it doe=n't,
The game ends, and the world shudders its exhale,

CFive hours of private rooms, mad mind echoed, Five
hour=s, Does angdthing change between those five

hour=s and those fiftu—two minutes?

Ferhaps not, Ferhaps it is the same.>
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"And we have one seed left, For the gold, For the
trophy, For 286868 dollars.”

After battling through the entire bracket, and =six
matches in the arand finals, both Lowkew and
Ooogile make it to the final seed of the Seazon Six
MC3F Fanked Flagoffs, “The chance for Doogile to
cement 2 inmoa row The chance for Lowkey to
cement 3 Flagyoffs victories,”

Through the beginning of the seed, Doogile’s
nerves show as he makes poor decisions in bastion
routing, and ends up in the fortress wag after
Lowkey, although Doogile has 268 obsidian,

Then we see Lowkeg leave with & rods, but not
enough obsidian, After locating the stronghold, his
ede breaks, But he doesn't get another blaze rod,
"He's putting his entire plagoffs line on a 784"

Viewer=s heartzs start pumping waiting to see the
portal room, If there are no eges in the portal
Lowkey will lose, A= Lowkey almost takes a death, wue
see the portal room, Then the moment, Tuo eges of
ender in the end portal =zave Lowkeg's Flagoffs
life, Doogile is going to the stronghold but it isn't
enough, Lowkey goes for the zero and succeeds at
being the first ever runner to win 2 Flagoffs,
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Fiound of 16

One of the most exciting parts of the Season 7
Fianked Flagoffs was the FRound of 16, The FRound
of 16 was exciting because it is made of plavers
who hawve relentlessly fought for the top spots,
whether throughout the =easzon or through the
Last Chance OQualifier, allowing for mang unigue
matches,

The first match to take place was Ancoboug ws,
Oxidiot, With both runners having competed in
rmultiple previous Flagoffs, it could easily go either
way, However, Ancoboyg was able to pull ahead and
beat Oxidiot 2-8,

The second match was also between two returning
plagers! Vrowl and  Silverrruns, Despite each
plager participating in all or all but one Flagoffs
respectively, the tuo had never plaged each other.,
In an exciting four seeds, Silverrruns took the win,
beating Vrowl 2-1,

Introducing the first new runner, the third match
was betueen Beefszalad and Gadbamer CJaglzZ218D,
A= both are highly skilled runners, the difference
in their FRanked w=s R30 plading styles was the main
focus, After =some wvery close rounds, GadOamer
won 3-1, creating the first up=set of the Flagoffs,
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In perhaps the most anticipated match, Infume
faced Ffetropog next. Both new to the bracket,
Infume had finished the 3eason sewven uwith the
highest elo, causing FRetropog to become the
underdog, Shocking evergone, Fetropog was able
to pull off 3 23-2 win,

The fifth and following match took place between
Ooogile and Friffe, Hawving previously plaged each
ather in Season 32, this match showed how much
each of the runners had improved both personally
and against one another, After three wveryg fast
runs, Doogile claimed the victorg 2-8 without Friffe
getting to the End once,

The =sixth match was Lowk3g_ wvs, Aquacorde,
Oespite Lowk3g_ being a three times winner of
Fianked Flagoffs, Aguacorde was a3 formidable
opponent, After five exciting games, the sixth
round ended 3-2 in Lowk3g_'s favaor,

The =econd to last match was between bina_pigs
Chigbigmongey> and S5crimson, Hawving both a3
returning and new plager, the match showed off
the creativity and excellent mechanics of the
runners, In the end, S5crimson beat bing_pias 23-2,
creating the third upset of the Flagoffs,
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For the final match, Feinberga faced Hackinanoises,
Hith both plager=s having recently come back from
breaks from FRanked, the match was a thrilling end
to the Found of 16, After the well plaged matches,
Hackinanoises won 3-1 by two seconds,
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Match 1, The world is a kaleidoscope of colour,
lime—-dark-bright gareen and monochrome garaphics
painting across gour wvision with light as gou watch
the Flayoffs stream _Jolt to life on Feinberg's
channel, Tou =it back in gour chair, comfortable
get alert as gou prepare to witness the seventh
season’'s matches begin - gou end up on the edge
of it when gou've finished watching Anco sweep Oxi
3-4, It's a rapid start, and it throws gou into the
Flagoffs spirit without hesitation, Tou settle down
satisfiedly a=s Doogile’s stronghold tutorial begins
to plag,

Matzh 2, Prowl vs silverrruns, It's close, Tou
can't help biting the corner of gour mouth as they
build  their second portals  almost precisely
simultaneously - one seed runs into the next, and
the next into a third, and by the fourth it's =till
hearturenchingly tantalizing all the wag 1o the
stronghold where 3Siluverr finds the portal Foom
first and hits the zero cucle successfully, 3-1,
silverrruns, Hax gives his sleepy fortress tutorial
and gou can’t help but giggle,

Matzh 30 Jdayg is a newcomer, Beefsalad has
plagyed multiple =easons  before, Ewveruone’s
predicting that the latter will win - the first seead
goes that wayg, certainly, and after a gquick fix of
Beefsalad’'s 063 plaging up and the second seed
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being replavyed gou start to realize - the tables
are turning, Jag claims his first seed cleanly and
safely ahead, barely takes the second one as the
two of them both kil the dragon - he wins the
match _Just like that in an instant, making for a
spectacular end to the first dag as gou blink in
amazed shock, How,

Match 4, It i= a new day now, and gou are
ready and rearing to watch Infume plag fRetro,
Tou've barely sat down when gou're out of gour
seat again, heart pounding, veins thrumming with
enerad, Ffetro takes the first =seed, Tou can't
belisve gour syes a3s Feinberg exclaims into gour
ears about Infume daing in the second - Fetro wins
that, too, and as the third =s=eed staris distantly
Jou swesr god can hear a snowman 4gelling as the
two of them run, Infume pulls it 2-2, Tou're stunned
into sillence when F[etro claims the whole match,
Flayoffs is incredible,

Matzh 5, Tou're excited, There have been =o
mand upsets — gou wonder it there will be another
a=s Doogile and Friffie load into a beach beside the
summer sea, The two of them are at the blaze
spawner when it happens — Friffie dies to a blaze,
and vou're absolutely =sure gou can hear the
snowman screaming as it happens, She dies in lava
during the next seed, and falls during the third,
and gou watch as Doogile takes the sweep, It's
walright, Dxi gives her Hether portals tutorial, and
Flagyoffs goes on,
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Hatch &6, Lowkey and Aquacorde, Tou aren't
exactly surprized when Louwkey takes the first
seed, He's won Flagyoffs thrice now, and that seems
to prove it — though, when he misplaces obby
during his second portal and lengthens
Agquacorde’s lead during the second seed, they
draw even again as 1-1, From there it becomes 2-1
- then zZ-2 when Lowkey dies to wither skeletons in
the fortress, Eventually, thouah, he takes the final
seed to win the match and progress onuwards, It's
not  unexpected, but gou're in awe at how
Aquacorde put up a pretty awesome fight, Autoratt
gives his End fight tutorial, Spectacular,

Match 7. Hatching has become 3 ritual 1o gou by
now, Crimson wins the first =seed, HMongey the
second and third - Crimson pulls it to Z2-2 by
winning a perch race, and then when Mongeg dies
havina Just entered the bastion he hazs the
opportunity to take the match for once and for all,
It's another surprise, and it amazes gou like any
ather,

Matzh &8, Feinberg vs hackinanoises, Hax is _ust
ahead on the first =seed, Jjamming to Hewldeans’
Cookie as he finishes it in =atisfaction — he has a
comfortable lead on the second, and as he sits in
the End fountain waiting for it to open that's when
it happens, Tod're prepared to see the familiar
lettering on gour screen spelling out his wictoryg
and he -

Flaces down 3 respawn anchor and blows
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him=elf up,

Tou don't think you've ever jolted out of gour
chair =0 fast in gour life. Tou and Fekrap both
experignce something akin to a heart attack, Tou
barely even register the whole experience but
=igh in relief when Hax =till wins, He loses the next
seed to naw, but during the fourth seed he's
waiting for perch and Feinbera’s hitting the zero
and thed're neck-on-neck and waiting waiting
waiting —

Hax steals the match by hardly sny time at all,
Tour Jaw drops as the Seazon V7 FRound of 16
comes to an end, unable to believe what gou've
Just witmessed, Through the fog of seven hours of
streamwatching, gou Jjust about manage to think -

Flauoffs is here, and it's everuthing,
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Lowk3y_ and Hackingnoises, Two of the guickest
and most skilled runners, known for their good
decision making and incredble movement, Both
plagers have competed in multiple previous FRanked
Flagyoffs, Lowk3g_ winning Seasons 2, 4, and &, and
Hackinanoises placing in second or third in the
four he plagyed in, There's no gquestion that both
plagyers deserve to be in the Jeason 7 Semifinals
competing for the remaining spot in the Orand
Final=s,

Throughout the pre-match introductions, all their
statistics are incredibly impressive and very close
in rangae, From the moment the first =eed begins, it
i= a constant comparizon of the smallest details,
from taking an extra tick of damage to choosing to
return to the first spawuner to kil two extra
blaze=, Multiple times through the first seed the
commentators sayg that watching the two plag side
by =ide is like loocking at the same =creen. In a
very close match, the first seed ends  with
Hackinanoises failing the Zero Cucle, which Lowk3g_
completes seconds Later,

The second seed follows a similar pattern, with the
two runners being so evenly paced that the
differences in the smallest decisions =stand out,
Most notably, Lowk3g_ ate his Enchanted Golden
apple in the bastion, allowing Hackinganoise=s to hawve
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a slight food aduvantage, In the end, Hackingnoises
takes the second s=eed by doing a ting bit more
damage to the dragon and killing it slightly quicker
than Lowk3g_, reminiscent of his match against
Feinbera,

In the third seed, Lowk3g_ gained around sixteen
second lead due to Hackingnoises messing up his
portal, which he was able to maintain and arow
through the entire match, Despite beginning on two
hearts, Lowk3y_ successfully completed the Zero
Cucle before Hackingnoiszes could beain his,

Just like the third =seed, the fourth beings with
Lowk3Zy_ gains a lead when Hackinanoizes decides
to check the blacksmith's house in the wvillage, which
he i= able to keep until the End. Inm an unusual
situation, the dragon flies for both runners, and
Hackingnoises wins by getting a faster perch,

The fifth and final =eed Hackingnoizes beains the
seed with a3 =slight lead gained from Lowk3g_
spending a few extra =econds looking around
However, Lowk3g_ gquickly takes it back during the
portal build, He i= able to keep the lead due to
Hackinanoises missing a blaze cucle and strugaling
to get the last two rods, Howewver, the End get
again proved to be a challenge, the dragon flaing
for Lowk3g_ and Hackinanoises getting knocked off.
The match ends with both plagers killing the dragon
seconds  from each other, In five incredible
matches, Lowk3u_ takes the win 3-2,
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aeaszon ¢ took place during mya final exams of
high =chool, one of the most stressful times of
angone’s  life, The gquarters, semiz and final
matches especially were on the weskend right
betueen two of my most stressful exams, but =till,
those moments in which I was tucked awayg in My
roor, away from the world, were some of the most
special moments of mu life,

Ultimately, what made those moments =o special
were the people I got to share them with! the
watchparty’'s chat, where we all rose and fell
together, cheering for that one runner who we
were sure would win it all, Mg father, who listenead
to me talk about all the intricacies and details in
every run, who told me Beef=zalad Chis favourite, he
like=s their name2 and Fulham looked like verg polite
gourng men, Mg Tumble commanita as we all shouted
in our aroup chats and posts and reblogs ouver
each hearistopping moment, filling the void of social
media with a cacophong of Laughter and Jog and
despair as we all felt together, And finally Mg two
best friends, who we talked through the whole of
each and everyg match, through everyg victory and
falter, consoling each other through los=s and
cheering with the others through victorg, even it it
was not a victorg of our own,

It's because of these snippets and moments of
memories and people that a small part of me will
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live with 2eason 7, through the rest of my life, and
a =mall piece of ma heart uwill aluagys reside within
MC3F, The community that comes with Fanked is truly
amazing, and hopefully will continue to be as long
a= it lives,
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3rd Flace: Hax

Climbing up the podium steps felt heavier this time,
mare exhausting than past seasons

He accepted his third place trophy.. again, and he
took a moment to reflect:

Three bronzes, Tuo silvers,

The desire for gold still lingered like a familiar
dream he'd been chasing for five seasaons,

Far the first time this Flayoffs, he closed his eyes,
and exhaled,

The adrenaline was wearing off. Fatigue sesped
inta his limbs,

Flagyoffs messes with your body and mind like that
And then he heard it,. The =sound of his name,
echoing across  the stadium  3teadu. Like a

heartheaat,

It brought him back to the moment, to ewverygthing
begyond the match
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He ad_usted his scarf, repositioned his hat, raised
a hand and waved to the crowd

There, he spotted familiar faces: a flower crown, a
pink monkey

Friends,

And those who cheered his name each and ewvery
day

Fan=s.

They reminded him why he played the game,

A hitterswest feeling rose in his chest as memories
from past seasons flooded ini the thrilling moments,

the tight games, the twuo am watchparties,

It would be a while until he returned to fRanked,
maybe forewer,

Time to explore life begond the leaderboard,
beyond Eloes,

But magbe, _ust maybe, he'll return one daug,
Stronger, feady to take the crown,

1=5
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d4th place: Crimson

His hands =till shook as the match was declared
ava

The bastion dissolved around him, bringing him back
to the stadium, back to reality

The taste of wictory so close, yet _Just out of
reach

Hi= mind spiralled back to the =silly mistakes=s, All the
what-ifs,

Hhat if he'd kit the boat clutch? Hkhat if he hadn't
thrown three eges?

Hhat if he had _Just taken a sesed?

One =simple change and magbe, Just magbe, he could
hawve been on the podium too

A= these thoughts ran through his head, a fellow
runner passed by, dropping a message:

“fou impressed me, Heep up the hard wark,”

They reminded him why he played the game,

Thirty—fifth on the phase point leaderboard, wuhen
barely anyone knew his name, he was throwun into
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ice cold water that was LCO,

And ke made it, Made it into his first Flayoffs,

Against all odds,

He shook the bracket, Taught people his name. Hent
places nobody expectead,

Fourth place, Just shy of the podium, But so much
farther than he ever dreamed,

He may hawve lost Flayoffs, but he's grown.

A new perspective, a new respect for the game, a
new fanbase,

He will continue to practice, Hork hard, Orow into a
better runner,

Hiz blood’'s warmed up for Ffanked, For another
Flayoffs=,

And ke will return, 3tronger,. Feady to take the
SO,

1=
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MINECRAFT
SPEEDRUNNING
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Orand Finals

Tod're barely able to sit =till in gour seat, Tou
feel like gou should be up and pacing - gou watch
agitatedly a= the two runners start to scan an
ordinargy endless summer beach for the shipureck,
pading the beautiful =easide =cenerg no attention
as gou =straighten gour back in an attempt 1o calm
the pulse threatening to beat itz wag out of gour
chest, Feinbera and Herdi's commentarg drift in
and out of ygour attention, gour nervousness
blurring their words as gou trg to listen to no
avail - vou're distracted by the match itself,
diztracted by the tension choking up gour chest as
goud watch Doogile and Lowkey compete once more,
How, Wow, This i= the end of the end, the grand
final, the match to complete all the matches of the
season, Tou almost can't believe it. Tou think gou
might explode,

Tour head swims as Doogile dives, anticipation
clawing awagy at ygour  insides  white-hot  and
terrified asz gou watch the match progress. Tour
hand=s are =sweating - gour eges remain glued to
gJour screen, Jodr mind unaware that hours have
passed since the matches of the dag began, Tou
watch Doogile keep his lead, Voo think gou might
combust,
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Eecause this iz what Flayoffs does to gou, It
sueesps gou up, body and =oul, head-first into the
thrill of the run Hhen the seed is over and Doogile
wins it, gou =mile at the sight of Beefsalad and
Fulham =sat together in Tubbo's studic - when
coupled with the knowledge that there's now a
sponsor, the nowvelty of it all gives gou hope,
Fianked., Ranked, Thi= i= Fanked,

Hhat i= Fanked? gou ask gourself guietly, sat in
front of gour laptop in the late evening watching
the match of all the matches, Hhat s Fanked? Tou
don’'t know the answer, and get gou do, Tou let it
settle in the atmoszphere around gou as gou
patiently  await the next =seed. [anked = here,
Fanked is evergthing,

Fianked is _Jou and hearibreak, Fanked is
passion and dedication - Fanked is this and then
that, all wrapped up into a single game, Fanked is
the up=setz and comebacks, the racing chats, the
flood of cat emotes - Fanked is each plager’s
unigue stordgline, stretched and pushed to the Limit
in the ultimate and inewvitable Flagyoffs, Fanked is
the resounding, alorious finalita of Doogile’s win,
Fianked is watch parties, inside _Jokes, beautiful
fanart, unwavering support, Fanked is here Fanked
is alive,

Fianked i= racing to be better, brawver,
stronger, faster, Fanked is more than Just a game,

1=1
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Fianked is a beaugtiful, more—filled, diverse and
wonderful community, and that in itself makes it a
whole universs,

Here's to another brilliant seaszon of Flayoffs,

1==
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ModLowe! ModLowell
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I Joined the community at around the start of 2825,
and I found out about Ranked Flagoffs not long
after, At first watch I immediately got the feeling
that this tournament was professional, Eg. mid-
match analysi= — highlighting minuscule fumbles that
might've ruined the whole run, coupled with Fulham's
enthusiasm, i= a really fun and educational wag for
people Cespecially new people to learn the
intricacies of this game,

That, with a really polished and smooth
presentation interface, really makes Fanked one of
the most impressive tournaments I've euver seen,
especially after knowing it was organised by 3
handful of people with a small budget and genuine
passion for the game,

ALl this could not be possible without the lead
developer of the FRanked client - FRedlime - who
worked dag and night to bring the client from the
around up to what it is today, and has since then
kept on improving the client and maintaining it,

Fraom watching events and tournaments such as
MCC, Blockwars, and fanked Flayoffs, you'd assume
the norm for big online tournegs to be at a similar
level - enter! Dedsafio Speedrun, sgasp~

Ta the uninitiated - Ded=safio i=s a 1.21 AA
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tournament, spanning 11 weeks, and i= — it doesn't
even deserve to be put in better terms - an “utter
embarrassment of an ewvent” - Feinbera. From
delay=s of starts due to the host too busyg plaging
another game, to lag =0 horrible the game recieves
no input at all, to seeds that are literally
unplagable,

Hatching multiple speedrunners suffer  through
thiz event wesk in, wesk out really opened My eges
to the level of professionism and how  well
organised FRanked Flagoffs = compared to the
budgaet and resources behind Dedsafio. And made
me appreciate it even more every time I see FRanked
Tournaments, even dating back to Seaszon 1, uhere
evern though not evergthing i as perfect as
aeaszon 7, the passion for the game made it Jjust as
good, if not better from the authenticity of passion
gou can feel the plagers have for the game, The
effort put in by the admins to develop the event to
what it i= today, truly needs more recoganition and
support from euvergonse who plagys ok watches
Flagoffs,

Fiecently, Fanked has gotten a lot more popualar,
Fir=t reaching Fekrap Che brought more attention
to the client? and Tubbo, who offered to partly
host the 3Season 7 Flayoffs and Cfinally> a3
sponsor! Hho helped fund the prize pool, alleviating
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the burden on Feinberga’s bank account. Then HMid-
offs happened, which added even more fuel to the
fire ba recruiting a bunch of large content
creators and teaching them how to speedrun, The
Minecraft Speedrunning Fanked CHMC3R> name has
blazed across the whole Minecraft space, and 1
beliewe this is only the start, and we have _just
begun to s=cratch the surface of the true potential
of MCSA,

S0 on behalf of the MC3R community -

Oear admins and dewvelopers - the constructors
and cornerstones of Flayoffs and this Community;

Thank wou,

1=
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He would mot hawve the community we have today
without the efforts of FRedlime & OQliverfCSAR, The
Fianked gamemode has done =0 much for us as 3
community of runners and as a community of fans,
He are all here because we love the game, and we
love the people who plag it, And we would not be
here in the =ame wag without the Fanked gamemode,
He would =till be running seeds, and we'd =still be
watching the top runners on twitch, But we wouldn't
be here, Cheering on plavers as they compete at
the veryg highest =skill level at Flagoffs,

I think this tournament i= what it's all about,
Bringing people together, to see who's better, and
to watch and learn speedrunning,. Exploring
Minecraft and it= infinite worlds, and getting 3 good
time,

The Flayoffs are a magical moment, and the 37
Tournament was when =0 mang new people got to
experignce it for the first time, MC3A FRanked i=s
picking up momentum right now This is the bast time
to be a speedrunner, and we have Ranked to thank
for it

Mewver before has MC3FR had a arowth spurt like
this, and I know that we can capitalize on it. He
have more eges on the game than ever, and I know
that the HMC3FR FRanked Flagoffs Froduction Team
can make something more amazing than ewver,




Creadits

Lle wouldn't be here
without our contribators!

- The Mod Team
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Zine Coantribator Cradits

Learn about and hear from the wonderful
artist= and writers who made this zine possiblel

{ )
Moe Deemos any

Ar-tist
31 Qwualifiers | AOLG

Ty for the opportunity <3*

\_ J
4 R
shes they muriadleaves
Arti=t
36 Midsea=on | LCO | Found 1 and 2
\_ J

Blubfishbluse he theay
Hriter

Flagoff=s Admins Appreciation, 3easzon 9 Orand Finals
i 2rd Flace match

"Thank gou all for being a part of this community!
He've come =o far and theres only greater heights
to gal”

and Hillow
Artist
35 Duarters | Semis
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Sine Coantributor Cradits

Learn about and hear from the wonderful
artists and writers who made this zine possiblel

and Aue
Hritar

31 Qualifier=s 1 FOLG, 332 Duarters | Semis, 54
Cuarters | Semis

Caill it ke

Artist & Hriter

a2 Orand Finals | 2rd Flace match, 31 Orand Finals |
2rd Flace match, 32 Duarters | Semis

“This project was a jou to work on, I'm happy that
Fianked i=s getting =0 much attention. Blessed be <3

hieShim crowinthecorner
Artist
Flauoff= Admins Appreciation

darya shesher
Arti=t
39 Midsea=on 1 LCD | RO1&

"does fridaeberg dream of bell peppers?"
\_ y,




Sine Contributor Cradits

Learn about and hear from the wonderful
artists and writers who made this zine possiblel

Jde=ss =hethey

Hriter

35 Orand Finals | 2rd Flace match, Season 5 Quarters
HT=1 g E

"Don't be afraid to reach out to people in the

community, I've met amazing people because of it."
_ )

Anongmous
Hriter

"Much lowve to the mods and contributors of the zine!
Fanwork has aluags been and will continue to be an
integral part of MC3A <3*

chor name only
Arti=t
32 Orand Finals | 2rd Flace match

“T loved the shoumatch on Brentilda seed from the
second season of playoffs, it was so cinema,”

hieAkhim Ivor
Artist
3% Midsea=on | LCO | ROL1&




Sine Coantributor Cradits

Learn about and hear from the wonderful
artists and writers who made this zine possiblel

shesher fork
Hriter
23 F0le, 37 Grand Finals | 3rd Flace match

“shoutout mosr writers and artists

i appreciate you all =0 much <3*

T=sukino sheher
Artist
37 Orand Final=s | 3rd Flace match

“Ty all of the auesome people in this community <3
hope d like mg art 3"

theu heseu s=un Ambivalent
Artist
36 Duarters | Semis

“T lowe MC3FR Fanked.”

ectdial ang

Hriter

a2 Orand Finals | 2rd Flace match, 35 Quarters |
aemis, Flagoff=s Admins Appreciation

i n
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Sine Coantributor Cradits

Learn about and hear from the wonderful
artists and writers who made this zine possiblel

atlasthebanan hesthey
Artist
36 Duarters | Semis

and Auwez

Artist

aeason 3 Orand Finals | 2rd Flace match, Season 4
Orand Finals | 2rd Flace match

“I hope you gquus enod the MCSF Zine! Everyone
put a lot of work into this and shoutout the
aor-ganizers! He wouldn't be here without goo!!®

e N
oliver theysanuy

Artist
36 Midsea=son i LCO | Fiound 1 and 2

”|'l'|E|:|I,|_| n
\_ J

and zeroisticx
Artist
35 Orand Finals | 3rd Flace match

“mongeuFls"




Zine Contribator Cradits

Learn about and hear from the wonderful
artist= and writers who made this zine possiblel

4 N
shesher Nonneeeeea_

Artist
31 Grand Finals | 2rd Flace match, 32 ROls, 32
Cuarters | Semis

1, ”

O

N )
Smol hesStheg <emscorws

Hriter
36 Quarters | Semis, 36 Orand Finals | 2rd Flace
match

“I hope you all enjog our little thank gou to those
running mcse ranked and playoffs <3°

zskhesher rhadgne
Hriter
37 Midsea=zon | LCO | FO16, Seaszon 7 Quarters | Semis

Farensdripsl thea them
Hriter
32 Orand Finals | 2rd Flace match, 36 Grand Finals |

3rd Flace match

“I like raccoons. I'm TalkingMime I'm TalkingMime"




Zine Coantribator Cradits

Learn about and hear from the wonderful
artists and writers who made this zine possiblel

kat stormflight ang
Artist
3% Orand Finals | 3rd Flace match

“kat iz super excited to be participating in their
first zine! hope gou en_oyg 0"

theu/she Nemo
Artist
Season 3 Midseason  LCO | Found 1 and 2

Asther
Artist
Season 3 Quarters | Semis

11.3 ”
1

and siphon—-84
Artist & Lriter

3% Midsea=son 1 LCO | FO16, 31 Quarters | Semis, 31
Grand Final=s | 2rd Flace match

"Hope you en oy the zina!”




Sine Coantributor Cradits

Learn about and hear from the wonderful
artists and writers who made this zine possiblel

4 ] \
shesher lam

Artist
39 Quarters | Semis, 31 Quarters | Semis

“Live, Laugh, love, lemons and mosr 3"
\_ )

- N
Rzlirc_diraw theysang

Artist
37 Duarters | Semis

Mgurﬁt n
. J

Anongmous
Artist

shes e dua
Artist
Flayoff=s Admins Appreciation
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Zine Coantribator Cradits

Mes=zages=s from the modsl

funn hesthey

Hriter & Moderator

29 Quarters | S3emis, 35 Midseason @ LCO 1 Found 1
and 2, 25 Orand Finals | 2rd Flace match, 36
Mid=sea=on | LCOQ | Found 1 and 2, 37 Midseason | LCO |
Finle, 37 Orand Finals | 2rd Flace match

"happy season 8 playoffsll long live ranked and
shoutout to the plavoffs organizers, the other zine
mods, and my favourite noodle gillow!”

hesit any Ezra Bioluminescentfir-og
Hriter & Moderator
Anonumous pieces

"A= a farewell gift to a beautiful home, Thank gou
avargone for making this project possible, 1
couldn’t be more proud of everyonea!”

niced they hes/sha

Hriter & Moderator

2l Qualifiers | F0le, 32 A0lE, Season 2 Quarters |
aemis, Jeason & Midseason | LCO | Found 1 and 2,
aeason & Quarters | Semis

"It i=n't the one at the top, but those who pursue
the light that shine the brightest.”
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and the universe said yod are not alone

and the universe =aid you are not separate
from ewery other thing

and the universe said goug are the gniverse
ta=sting itself, talking to itself, reading it= owun code

and the universe s3id I lowve you because Yol
ara loue,

And the game was over and the plager woke g
frrom the dream. And the plager began a new
dream, And the plaver dreamed again, dreamed
better, And the plager was the gniverse, And the
plager was lowve,

Tou are the plager,

Hake g,




