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Treasurer serving areas to enhance the kosher dining experience for all Princeton students. It
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facilitates cultural programs, such as Shabbat dinners, Passover Seders and other
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A MESSAGE
FROM OUR LEADERSHIP

As we reflect on this extraordinary year at the Center for Jewish Life (CJL), we are filled with deep gratitude and pride. Despite
the challenges brought on by the war in Israel and its ripple effects on campus, our students showed remarkable resilience,
courage, and Jewish joy. Their strength and purpose continue to inspire us every day.

A major highlight was the completion and dedication of the Mandelbaum Dining Pavilion, a beautiful new addition to our
building that has transformed kosher dining at Princeton into a truly elevated experience. This space now serves as a daily
gathering place for students to share meals, conversation, and community. We are deeply grateful to the Mandelbaum Family
for their generosity in making this dream a reality.

In the same spirit of warmth and welcome, we opened the CJL Café, offering free espresso drinks, baked goods, and healthy
snacks. It quickly became a beloved campus hub—a space that radiates warmth and belonging and deepens the sense of
home our students feel at CJL.

Throughout the year, CJL remained a community of vibrancy and joy. Weekly Shabbat dinners and holiday celebrations filled
our building with singing, laughter, and connection. Affinity groups, learning circles, and social events attracted students from
every corner of Jewish life, creating a rich and inclusive tapestry of belonging.

We were proud to resume international travel and immersive learning experiences, a cornerstone of CJL's mission. Nineteen
students attended the Shalom Hartman Institute in Israel, the largest delegation from any U.S. campus, engaging deeply with
the moral and spiritual questions facing Israel and world Jewry. Our Spring Leadership Trip to Peru offered students a chance to
explore Jewish life in a different cultural context, inspiring them to reflect on what it means to lead and to serve in diverse global
contexts.

Our students embraced their Jewish lives and identities with pride, compassion, and creativity. Among the most exciting
developments was the formation of the Princeton Israel Community (PIC), a new student group for Israeli undergraduate and
graduate students to celebrate their heritage and contributions to campus life. PIC joins three existing Israel-focused groups,
each representing diverse political perspectives—reflecting CJL's commitment to pluralism and respectful dialogue.

We engaged more than 90% of Princeton’s Jewish undergraduate students, and our Bayit program served over 50 graduate
students through monthly Shabbat dinners and educational gatherings, further strengthening our community.

We were also proud to continue our support of the Association of Jewish Princeton Alumni (AJPA), which is engaging Jewish
Princetonians at events held on campus and across the country.

In a year marked by global complexity, CJL remained a source of safety and belonging. We worked closely with Princeton’s
administration through the Jewish Experience Working Group, ensuring that Jewish students’ voices are heard and their needs
addressed. Most students report feeling safe and supported on campus.

A key achievement of the year was the completion and adoption of CJL's Strategic Plan, a bold vision for the next chapter of
Jewish life at Princeton. Built around four pillars—Belonging, Learning, Inspiration, and Service, this plan challenges us to
measure success not just in numbers, but in the depth of impact on our students’ growth as Jewish leaders. It also asks us to
consider this essential question: how do we prepare our students to go out into the world to lead, to take the present and future
of the Jewish people into their hands, and to serve humanity with courage and wisdom?

As we look ahead, we do so with deep gratitude, for our students, whose courage and passion inspire us daily; for our University
partners, whose care and collaboration sustain us; and for our alumni, parents, and friends, whose generosity makes all of this
possible. Together, we are shaping a Jewish future defined by resilience, purpose, and hope.

)
.

“‘ Rabbi Gil Steinlauf ‘91

Executive Director

Douglas Schileicher ‘81
Board Chair




BY THE NUMBERS

95%

of first-year Jewish
students on campus
connected with CJL

450

students enjoyed a
Shabbat experience
at CJL

345

1:1 coffee
conversations held
to connect with
students

10

CJL professional staff

providing support

115+

students
participated in
Jewish learning
experiences

54

students traveled on
educational trips with
CJL to Israel and across
the U.S.

90%

of all Jewish students
on campus participated
in a CJL program

200

students participated
in a CJL Seder.

75

student leaders
created experiences
for their peers

70+

students involved in
CJL’s 3 Israel affinity

A

50+

grad students and
young professionals
engaged with Bayit
- CJL's graduate
program

19

students groups
supported by CJL
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BELONGING &

NI7T'NYN  Atzilut
Identity thr

CJL creates an inclusive, vibrant, and
pluralistic Jewish community where
every student feels at home.

"Shabbat at CJL has
lbbecome my weekly
anchor. It's a chance to
unwind, connect with
friends, and find
community in the midst of
a busy college life.

It's more than just a meal -
it's a supportive network
that helps me feel at
home at Princeton.”’

Kian ‘28

Shabbat and Holidays: Festive Shabbat dinners attracted 150+ students weekly. Joyous and meaningful
holiday celebrations - highlighted by our High Holiday and Passover observances - filled the CJL with song,
prayer, meals, and creative programming.

Peer Engagement: Twenty-three Engagement Interns built relationships one-on-one with students over
boba, coffee and conversations, reaching students beyond formal programs.

Hospitality: The opening of the CJL Café and addition of new furnishings throughout the lobby area
created new warm, functional, and inviting spaces.

Affinity Groups: Our vibrant affinity spaces including JSAC (Jewish Student-Athlete Collective), MEJA
(Middle Eastern and Mediterranean Jewish Alliance), J-Lats and J-Asians held culture-aligned Shabbat
dinners, educational and social programs open to all students.

Social Bonding: Weekly, student-planned study breaks, fun welcome back programs, and creative
events helped new students connect and returning students stay engaged with CJL. 6



"YWV Asiyah
Working for a Better World

We empower students to embody
Jewish values through action—
transforming ideals into impactful
service and leadership
on campus and beyond.

As one of the Shabbat Chairs
for the CJL Student Board, |
love working with students
and staff to help plan each
Shabbat.

The CJL is my home away
fromm home because of the
people! The staff and students
are loving, tight-knit, and
welcoming. The CJL has
become my chosen family at
Princeton.

Gabriella ‘27

Student Leadership: More than 75 students held leadership positions at the CJL last year and planned
over 25 programs that engaged 90% of all Jewish students on campus. An immersive leadership trip to
Peru enabled students to build new bonds, explore their leadership roles at CJL and connect with Peruvian
culture and history.

Support for Israel : CJL's Israel Fellow partnered with our three Israel-focused student groups - Tigers for
Israel, B'Artzeinu, and JStreet U to connect students with Israel through robust, respectful engagement
with diverse perspectives. Highlights included an October 7" memorial and CJL's annual Yom Hazikaron
(Israel Memorial Day) and Yom Ha'atzmaut (Israel Independence Day) observances.

Hands On Impact Projects: CJL students served meals at Cornerstone Kitchen to local residents in need,
baked and sold Challah through our Challah for Hunger program to support a regional food bank, and
led programs focused on sustainability and the environment.

Combatting Antisemitism: Students participated in various on-campus rallies and Rabbi Gil led
antisemitism awareness training sessions for university faculty and administrators. 7



INSPIRATION

NN Yetzirah ‘
Jewish Life Guided through the Heart

We lift up Jewish experiences that
emotionally transform students, envelop
them with something bigger than
themselves, and deepen their
engagement with life’'s meaning.

Thanks to CJL's support and
openness to students stepping
up, as an Israeli freshman, | was
able to start an affinity group,
Princeton Israel Community
(PIC).

PIC is a place at the CJL where
we can celebrate being Israeli
together as part of the broader
Jewish community.

Uriel 28

Co-Create Project Incubator: This initiative is designed to encourage students to develop new
programs focused on bridge-building within and beyond the Jewish community at Princeton. The
Princeton Israeli Community (PIC) affinity group was formed and led by current students through
Co-Create.

Prayer Groups (Minyanim): CJL is the proud home of three student-led prayer communities Kesher
(Reform), Koach (Conservative), and Yavneh (Orthodox). Among activities these groups provided
were Shabbat and daily religious services, festive holiday observances, social events throughout the
year such as Friday night onegs, guest speakers, and study breaks, lunch and learn programs and
peer-led Torah study.



LEARNING @

1 IN'1]  Beriah

Confidence through Knowledge

Students find meaning and purpose
through learning and in expanding their
intellectual horizons—all through
a Jewish lens.

| love Jewish Learning
Fellowships (JLF)at the CJL.
They're a great way to learn
I'shma - just for the

sake of learning.

Judah ‘25

Jewish Learning Fellowships: Over 50 students participated in multi-week seminars exploring
topics such as My Jewish Story (Jewish Identity), Beit Midrash: What Are All These Books?!, and
Kol Yisrael: Ethnic Diversity in Israel.

OU-JLIC: Our Orthodox co-educators led Torah study and provided mentorship and Shabbat home
hospitality for 100+ students.

Shalom Hartman Winter Seminar: Nineteen students attended the Shalom Hartman Institute
Winter Break Seminar in Israel - the largest delegation of any campus - where they engaged deeply
with the moral, political, and spiritual questions facing Israel and world Jewry today.

Ongoing Group and One-On-One Learning: Weekly Lunch & Learns, peer-led Thursday Night Torah
group study, guest speakers, and personal, one-on-one study with CJL's rabbis and educators
enabled 115+ students to deeply engage with Jewish ideas.



As an independent non-profit affiliated with Hillel International, CJL’s primary source of annual operating
income is contributions made by alumni, parents, faculty/staff and friends. These gifts enable CJL to

offer a wide array of support and vibrant programs that engage Jewish students of all backgrounds at
Princeton in personally meaningful ways.

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

$1,252,000 908 donors

r(]ised *13% first-time donors

60% 27% 13%

alumni faculty-staff non-alumni
Communlty members pqrents

MATCHING GRANT DONORS

We extend our heartfelt gratitude for their extraordinary generosity and commitment to our mission through the establishment of
matching grants for two of our fundraising campaigns. These visionary donors inspired our community to give more—and together,
we exceeded our fundraising goals for both of these efforts.

Hailey and Stephen Prince '96 P28 Madeline and Bruce Ramer 65

HONORARY TRUSTEES

Our honorary trustees propel Jewish life at Princeton into the national spotlight. These donors who contribute a minimum of
$10,000 annually ensure that the CJL continues to flourish as one of the best Hillels in the world. We are honored to acknowledge
their outstanding leadership and generosity.
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Shelly and Michael Kassen 76 . . .
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Amy and Mark Kestenbaum 98 P28 Steven and Linda Weissman P17 P19
Mark L. Levine '86 and Andrea Kott

Orly Lieberman Farenblum ‘04 Jane and Mark Wilf 84
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Princeton University - for providing and managing our beautiful facilities including our kosher dining hall.
Hillel International - for grant funding to support our 2024-2025 programs.
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The following funds have been established to provide core funding, in perpetuity, to CJL for general operations or for designated program
purposes. We are deeply grateful to the donors who, through their extraordinary vision and generosity, have helped to ensure the ongoing

financial sustainability of the CJL.
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