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Class suspensions alarm teachers 
on its looming academic impact

by Myrelle F. Gaoiran

The rising frequency of class suspensions caused by typhoons is posing significant challenges to students’ academic performance. In a 
country visited by an average of 20 typhoons annually, schools like Sarrat National High School are grappling to manage the impact of 
disrupted learning schedules, leaving many students lagging behind in their studies.

In recent months, Ilocos Norte has experienced multiple class 
suspensions due to typhoons and heavy monsoon rains. These 
interruptions have forced teachers to adjust by compressing lessons, 
postponing school activities, and shifting to alternative teaching 
strategies like modular and online learning. However, these measures 
face challenges, especially for students without access to technology 
or struggling with independent learning.

Teachers have expressed concern over the widening learning 
gaps caused by these frequent disruptions. “We often have to rush 
through the lessons, which compromises the depth of understanding 
for our students. It’s especially challenging for those who already 
need more support in mastering complex topics,” said Mrs. Romelyn 
Pascua, guidance designate. 
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Advancing Health and Gender 
Equality with Bakuna Eskwela 

Immunization Program

SNHS Olympians rake awards in Nat’l Mathletics Challenge

Sarrat Robotics Team triumphs 
at World Robot Games 2024...

INSIDE STORIES

Team Sarrat Triumphs as First 
Runner-Up in 2024 CUSSAA Meet 

by Abigail Calaranan

by Kaye Ceyah F. Yu

In a collaborative effort to promote 
health and gender equality, Sarrat 
National High School, in partnership 
with the Department of Health and 
the Sarrat Rural Health Unit (RHU), 
conducted the Bakuna Eskwela 
immunization program on October 17, 
2024. The initiative provided vaccines 
for Measles, Rubella, Tetanus, and 
Diphtheria (MRTD) to all Grade 7 
students, ensuring they received

Math enthusiasts from Sarrat 
National High School (SNHS) have 
achieved remarkable success, 
bringing home an impressive 
collection of awards from the 
National Mathletics Challenge 
held online on October 20, 2024. 
Competing against thousands 
of students nationwide, SNHS 
mathletes won a total of six 
awards—2 Gold, 2 Silver, and 
2 Bronze—showcasing their 
mathematical prowess and 
problem-solving skills.

This national competition 
tested students’ abilities in a 
range  of mathematical topics, 

requiring agility in calculations, 
advanced problem-solving skills, 
and logical reasoning. SNHS 
participants excelled in these 
areas, a feat that reflects both 
their dedication and the school’s 
supportive environment for 
academic growth and excellence.

In the Proficient Problem 
Solvers (Grade 10) category, 
Zyrene Angelica Concepcion 
Dulluog clinched the coveted 
Gold Award. Her success was 
guided by the expertise and 
mentorship of her coaches,
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The Power of Parents

  The Legacy Builders

The Rise of SNHS Robotics

The 
Masters 
of Numbers

In the quiet yet ambitious halls of Sarrat National High School (SNHS), a group of young innovators 
is turning dreams into reality. The SNHS Robotics Team, mentored by the brilliant and passionate Mr. 
Czearweiyn Chigne Caluya and a dedicated team of Science teachers, has emerged as a powerhouse in the 

field of robotics, gaining recognition not just locally but on the international stage. 
What started as a small school initiative to encourage students to explore STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics) has transformed into a platform for excellence. The SNHS Robotics Team has 
brought home numerous awards from prestigious international competitions, showcasing their ingenuity and 

dedication. From creating environmentally-focused robots to developing automated systems that solve real-
world problems, the team’s projects are a testament to their creativity and technical skills.

“Our goal is not just to win but to inspire,” shares Mr. Caluya. “We want our students to see the endless 
possibilities that STEM can offer and to use their skills to make a positive impact on the world.” This 

vision, supported by the school’s Science department, has driven the team to consistently outperform 
competitors, proving that determination and teamwork can conquer even the toughest challenges.

The Robotics Team’s success has not only elevated the school’s reputation but also inspired 
younger students to dream big. With their mentors’ guidance, they’ve learned more than just 

technical skills—they’ve developed resilience, critical thinking, and a collaborative spirit that will 
serve them well in the future.

From designing robots for disaster response to developing innovations for sustainable 
energy, the SNHS Robotics Team continues to push boundaries and explore new horizons. Their 

achievements remind everyone that even from a small town like Sarrat, global excellence is 
within reach. As they prepare for their next international competition, one thing is certain—their 

story is far from over.
Their journey, however, has not been without challenges. Limited resources and access 

to advanced technology could have been significant hurdles, but the team’s determination 
and creativity turned these obstacles into opportunities. With the support of the school 

administration, parents, and the community, they have made the most of what they 
have, proving that passion and innovation can outweigh limitations. Donations from 

alumni and local stakeholders have also played a crucial role in providing the team 
with essential tools and materials to keep their projects thriving.

The students behind the Robotics Team are a diverse group, each bringing 
unique strengths to the table. From coding and programming to mechanical 

design and problem-solving, they work seamlessly as a team, embodying 
the values of collaboration and perseverance. Their hard work does not go 

unnoticed, as they often spend long hours after school perfecting their 
creations, driven by a shared vision of success.

The impact of the SNHS Robotics Team extends beyond competitions. 
Their projects have inspired local communities, demonstrating how 

technology can address everyday problems. As Mr. Caluya puts 
it, “Robotics is not just about machines; it’s about building a 

better future. These students are not just inventors—they’re 
changemakers.” With their unwavering passion, strong 

mentorship, and the support of the SNHS community, the 
Robotics Team is set to continue inspiring others 

and making history on the global stage.

SNHS has become a beacon of excellence in mathematics, thanks 
to the remarkable achievements of its Mathletes. Over the years, these 
young mathematical wizards have not only dominated local competitions but 

have also consistently brought home prestigious awards from international contests, 
earning recognition for their unparalleled skill and dedication.

Guided by a passionate and highly skilled team of Math teachers, the SNHS Mathletes 
have turned abstract equations and complex computations into opportunities for learning and 
triumph. Their mentors’ commitment to fostering a deep love for mathematics has cultivated a 
culture of perseverance, analytical thinking, and creativity. This strong foundation has propelled the 
team to excel on the global stage, where they compete against some of the brightest minds from around 
the world.

“ Our goal is to show that math is not just a subject; it’s a tool to solve real-world problems and unlock 
opportunities,” shares one of their mentors. This philosophy has driven the team to continuously push their limits, 
tackling intricate problems and developing innovative solutions. Their successes in international math olympiads, 
problem-solving challenges, and research presentations stand as a testament to their hard work and the unwavering support 
of their mentors. What sets the SNHS Mathletes apart is not just their skill but their passion for learning and collaboration. They 
spend hours after school practicing, solving problems, and supporting one another. Their camaraderie and shared commitment 
to excellence have not only strengthened their team but also inspired other students to pursue mathematics with enthusiasm and 
confidence.

Beyond competitions, the SNHS Mathletes have taken their expertise to the community, conducting workshops and tutoring 
sessions for their peers and younger students. These initiatives aim to spark a love for math among students of all levels, creating 

a ripple effect of learning and inspiration. Their efforts prove that their impact goes far beyond trophies and medals—they are 
shaping a generation that values critical thinking and problem-solving.

The SNHS Mathletes’ journey is a testament to the power of resilience and teamwork. Despite the demanding nature of 
their training, they find joy and fulfillment in tackling complex mathematical problems and sharing their knowledge with 

others. With the support of their dedicated mentors and a school community that champions their efforts, the Mathletes 
are not only excelling in competitions but also fostering an environment where learning and innovation thrive.

As they prepare for yet another international competition, the SNHS Mathletes continue to embody the 
school’s commitment to academic excellence. Their achievements remind everyone that with dedication, 

teamwork, and strong mentorship, even the most challenging problems can be solved. They 
have become ambassadors of hope and excellence, proving that barriers can be 

overcome with passion and persistence.
“Mathematics is more than numbers,” says Mr. Michael 

Malvar, one of their mentors. “It’s about finding patterns, 
creating solutions, and understanding the 

world. The Mathletes of SNHS are not just 
competitors—they are innovators 

shaping the future.” Their inspiring 
story continues to shine brightly, 

paving the way for more 
students to follow in their 

footsteps and reach 
for the stars.

Behind every successful student and every celebrated achievement at SNHS 
lies the unwavering dedication of its teachers, faculty, and staff. These remarkable 
individuals form the backbone of the institution, tirelessly working to ensure that every learner is 

equipped not just with knowledge but with values, skills, and inspiration to achieve greatness.
The teachers of SNHS are more than just educators—they are mentors, motivators, and role models. Day 

in and day out, they pour their hearts into their work, creating lesson plans, engaging students in creative ways, and 
fostering a love for learning. Whether it’s the Science teacher guiding students through experiments, the Math mentor solving 
equations with a smile, or the English instructor unlocking the beauty of language, each teacher contributes a unique strength that 
collectively shapes the school’s culture of excellence.

Beyond the classroom, the faculty and staff ensure that the school runs seamlessly. From the administrative team managing school operations to 
the maintenance crew keeping the campus clean and safe, their efforts often go unnoticed but are deeply appreciated. The guidance counselors, librarians, 
and support staff all play vital roles in providing a holistic learning environment where students can thrive.

Their commitment extends far beyond the regular school day. SNHS teachers and staff often spend late hours preparing for events, mentoring extracurricular teams, 
and attending professional development programs to improve their craft. Their passion and perseverance have been instrumental in guiding SNHS to success in various fields, 
from academic competitions to sports and community initiatives.

As Dr. Marietta B. Yap, the school principal shared, “Teaching is not just a profession; it’s a calling. And here at SNHS, we answer that call every day, knowing we’re 
shaping the future.”

The legacy of Sarrat National High School is built on the shoulders of these hardworking individuals. Their sacrifices, efforts, and love for their students leave an indelible 
mark, proving that education is truly a labor of love. Together, the teachers, faculty, and staff of SNHS are the heart of the school’s success, driving it toward even greater heights.
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The Power of Parents
Behind every successful school is a community of supportive and 

hardworking parents, and at Sarrat National High School, this holds 
especially true. The parents, led by the dedicated SPTA President, Mr. 

Romel D. Hilario, have proven to be an indispensable part of the school’s 
achievements. 

From organizing fundraisers to attending countless meetings, 
these parents tirelessly work to ensure their children have the best 

educational experience. Mr. Hilario’s leadership inspires unity and 
collaboration among the parent community, fostering a strong 

partnership with the school. Under his guidance, parents have 
played a significant role in creating solutions to challenges, 

from enhancing classroom facilities to supporting school-wide 
programs and events.

Their contributions go beyond material support. These 
parents provide moral guidance, actively engage in their 

children’s educational journey, and volunteer their time to 
assist teachers and staff. Whether it’s cheering on students 

during competitions, helping maintain school facilities, or 
contributing ideas during consultations, their presence is a 

constant source of strength for the school.
The unwavering commitment of Sarrat National High 

School’s parents not only elevates the quality of education 
but also fosters a culture of care and collaboration. Their 

efforts remind everyone that education is a shared 
responsibility, and success is a product of unity and 

perseverance. Truly, the parents of Sarrat National High 
School, led by Mr. Hilario, are pillars of its enduring 

triumph and growth.
Moreover, the parents’ influence is felt in the way 

they encourage students to embrace their potential. 
They serve as role models, demonstrating the value 

of hard work, perseverance, and the importance 
of giving back to the community. The students of 

SNHS are not only academically prepared but 
also equipped with life lessons that will serve 

them well beyond their years at the school. As 
Mr. Romel D. Hilario often says, “The success 

of our students is a reflection of the 
strength and unity of our community. 

Together, we build not just better 
learners, but better individuals 

for a brighter tomorrow.”

In the quiet yet ambitious halls of Sarrat National High School (SNHS), a group of young innovators 
is turning dreams into reality. The SNHS Robotics Team, mentored by the brilliant and passionate Mr. 
Czearweiyn Chigne Caluya and a dedicated team of Science teachers, has emerged as a powerhouse in the 

field of robotics, gaining recognition not just locally but on the international stage. 
What started as a small school initiative to encourage students to explore STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics) has transformed into a platform for excellence. The SNHS Robotics Team has 
brought home numerous awards from prestigious international competitions, showcasing their ingenuity and 

dedication. From creating environmentally-focused robots to developing automated systems that solve real-
world problems, the team’s projects are a testament to their creativity and technical skills.

“Our goal is not just to win but to inspire,” shares Mr. Caluya. “We want our students to see the endless 
possibilities that STEM can offer and to use their skills to make a positive impact on the world.” This 

vision, supported by the school’s Science department, has driven the team to consistently outperform 
competitors, proving that determination and teamwork can conquer even the toughest challenges.

The Robotics Team’s success has not only elevated the school’s reputation but also inspired 
younger students to dream big. With their mentors’ guidance, they’ve learned more than just 

technical skills—they’ve developed resilience, critical thinking, and a collaborative spirit that will 
serve them well in the future.

From designing robots for disaster response to developing innovations for sustainable 
energy, the SNHS Robotics Team continues to push boundaries and explore new horizons. Their 

achievements remind everyone that even from a small town like Sarrat, global excellence is 
within reach. As they prepare for their next international competition, one thing is certain—their 

story is far from over.
Their journey, however, has not been without challenges. Limited resources and access 

to advanced technology could have been significant hurdles, but the team’s determination 
and creativity turned these obstacles into opportunities. With the support of the school 

administration, parents, and the community, they have made the most of what they 
have, proving that passion and innovation can outweigh limitations. Donations from 

alumni and local stakeholders have also played a crucial role in providing the team 
with essential tools and materials to keep their projects thriving.

The students behind the Robotics Team are a diverse group, each bringing 
unique strengths to the table. From coding and programming to mechanical 

design and problem-solving, they work seamlessly as a team, embodying 
the values of collaboration and perseverance. Their hard work does not go 

unnoticed, as they often spend long hours after school perfecting their 
creations, driven by a shared vision of success.

The impact of the SNHS Robotics Team extends beyond competitions. 
Their projects have inspired local communities, demonstrating how 

technology can address everyday problems. As Mr. Caluya puts 
it, “Robotics is not just about machines; it’s about building a 

better future. These students are not just inventors—they’re 
changemakers.” With their unwavering passion, strong 

mentorship, and the support of the SNHS community, the 
Robotics Team is set to continue inspiring others 

and making history on the global stage.

SNHS has become a beacon of excellence in mathematics, thanks 
to the remarkable achievements of its Mathletes. Over the years, these 
young mathematical wizards have not only dominated local competitions but 

have also consistently brought home prestigious awards from international contests, 
earning recognition for their unparalleled skill and dedication.

Guided by a passionate and highly skilled team of Math teachers, the SNHS Mathletes 
have turned abstract equations and complex computations into opportunities for learning and 
triumph. Their mentors’ commitment to fostering a deep love for mathematics has cultivated a 
culture of perseverance, analytical thinking, and creativity. This strong foundation has propelled the 
team to excel on the global stage, where they compete against some of the brightest minds from around 
the world.

“ Our goal is to show that math is not just a subject; it’s a tool to solve real-world problems and unlock 
opportunities,” shares one of their mentors. This philosophy has driven the team to continuously push their limits, 
tackling intricate problems and developing innovative solutions. Their successes in international math olympiads, 
problem-solving challenges, and research presentations stand as a testament to their hard work and the unwavering support 
of their mentors. What sets the SNHS Mathletes apart is not just their skill but their passion for learning and collaboration. They 
spend hours after school practicing, solving problems, and supporting one another. Their camaraderie and shared commitment 
to excellence have not only strengthened their team but also inspired other students to pursue mathematics with enthusiasm and 
confidence.

Beyond competitions, the SNHS Mathletes have taken their expertise to the community, conducting workshops and tutoring 
sessions for their peers and younger students. These initiatives aim to spark a love for math among students of all levels, creating 

a ripple effect of learning and inspiration. Their efforts prove that their impact goes far beyond trophies and medals—they are 
shaping a generation that values critical thinking and problem-solving.

The SNHS Mathletes’ journey is a testament to the power of resilience and teamwork. Despite the demanding nature of 
their training, they find joy and fulfillment in tackling complex mathematical problems and sharing their knowledge with 

others. With the support of their dedicated mentors and a school community that champions their efforts, the Mathletes 
are not only excelling in competitions but also fostering an environment where learning and innovation thrive.

As they prepare for yet another international competition, the SNHS Mathletes continue to embody the 
school’s commitment to academic excellence. Their achievements remind everyone that with dedication, 

teamwork, and strong mentorship, even the most challenging problems can be solved. They 
have become ambassadors of hope and excellence, proving that barriers can be 

overcome with passion and persistence.
“Mathematics is more than numbers,” says Mr. Michael 

Malvar, one of their mentors. “It’s about finding patterns, 
creating solutions, and understanding the 

world. The Mathletes of SNHS are not just 
competitors—they are innovators 

shaping the future.” Their inspiring 
story continues to shine brightly, 

paving the way for more 
students to follow in their 

footsteps and reach 
for the stars.

Behind every successful student and every celebrated achievement at SNHS 
lies the unwavering dedication of its teachers, faculty, and staff. These remarkable 
individuals form the backbone of the institution, tirelessly working to ensure that every learner is 

equipped not just with knowledge but with values, skills, and inspiration to achieve greatness.
The teachers of SNHS are more than just educators—they are mentors, motivators, and role models. Day 

in and day out, they pour their hearts into their work, creating lesson plans, engaging students in creative ways, and 
fostering a love for learning. Whether it’s the Science teacher guiding students through experiments, the Math mentor solving 
equations with a smile, or the English instructor unlocking the beauty of language, each teacher contributes a unique strength that 
collectively shapes the school’s culture of excellence.

Beyond the classroom, the faculty and staff ensure that the school runs seamlessly. From the administrative team managing school operations to 
the maintenance crew keeping the campus clean and safe, their efforts often go unnoticed but are deeply appreciated. The guidance counselors, librarians, 
and support staff all play vital roles in providing a holistic learning environment where students can thrive.

Their commitment extends far beyond the regular school day. SNHS teachers and staff often spend late hours preparing for events, mentoring extracurricular teams, 
and attending professional development programs to improve their craft. Their passion and perseverance have been instrumental in guiding SNHS to success in various fields, 
from academic competitions to sports and community initiatives.

As Dr. Marietta B. Yap, the school principal shared, “Teaching is not just a profession; it’s a calling. And here at SNHS, we answer that call every day, knowing we’re 
shaping the future.”

The legacy of Sarrat National High School is built on the shoulders of these hardworking individuals. Their sacrifices, efforts, and love for their students leave an indelible 
mark, proving that education is truly a labor of love. Together, the teachers, faculty, and staff of SNHS are the heart of the school’s success, driving it toward even greater heights.
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