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Preface to
the Principal's Address

As Nan Chiau High School celebrates its 78 thAnniversalry, we take this
moment to reflect on our journey of resilience, unity, and progress. This
year’s theme, "Honouring Our Heritage", reminds us of the unwavering
spirit that has defined our school since its founding. Through the
anniversary musical, we retrace the school’s journey and revisit pivotal
moments in our history—the challenges faced, the perseverance of our
founders, and the collective strength that has shaped the Nan Chiau we
know today.

Beyond honouring the past, this celebration is also about looking to the
future. Nan Chiau High School continues to thrive, achieving excellence
in academics, innovation, and community service. Through these
achievements, it is evident that our students and teachers embody the
values of Sincerity and Perseverance.

This anniversary also marks the beginning of the school anniversary
trilogy leading up to Nan Chiau’s 80 thmilestone, with each year
highlighting a different facet of our school’s growth.

2025: Honouring Our Heritage
2026: Celebrating Our Growth
2027: Inspiring Our Future

As we continue this journey together, may we remain inspired by the
legacies of those who came before us and be steadfastly committed to
shaping an even brighter future for generations to come.
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The theme of the 78" School
Anniversary is not just about unity while
enduring difficult times and challenges;
it is also about the labour and toil of our
predecessors. The legacy from
yesteryears is now the responsibility of
our generation.
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Riding the waves of time, the NC 78 logo stands as a
testament to the school’s journey—-honouring the past while
embracing the future with unwavering optimism.

Its flowing design, like the ebb and flow of the ocean,
captures the spirit of resilience and growth, reflecting the
challenges overcome and the triumphs celebrated along the
way. The harmonious blend of tradition and motion serves
as a beacon of the school's commitment to its roots, while
striving towards excellence. With each passing year, the
school continues to nurture future-ready individuals—
empowered, inspired, and ready to contribute their light to
the world.
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Nan Chiau Through Time:
Honouring Our Heritage
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At the dawn of the new year, a group
of first-year students from Nan
Chiau High School arrived to
register. They meandered through
the campus, pausing before the
statue of Mr. Tan Kah Kee. It was
their first encounter with this
esteemed figure of the Chinese

community.

In 1929, Tan Kah Kee, an educator
and philanthropist, was elected
president of the Singapore Hokkien
Association. With unwavering
dedication, he set about
restructuring the organization,
expanding its reach, and tirelessly
championing the welfare and
education of the Hokkien people.
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In the late 1930s, Mr. Tan Kah Kee travels to
Fujian, China, to conduct an anti-Japanese
war investigation. During his visit, he
identifies the severe shortage of teachers as
a critical issue. In order to protect the
overseas Chinese community in Southeast
Asia from the influence of foreign cultures,
Mr. Tan Kah Kee makes the decision to
establish a teacher training institution in
Singapore, aimed at cultivating educators for
the region.

He reaches out to numerous Chinese
community leaders, urging them to
contribute generously. Through his
unwavering efforts, prominent figures in
society make substantial donations, both
financially and through direct involvement.
Mr. Lee Kong Chian donates the land on
Kim Yam Road to serve as the site for the
teacher training school. As a result, the Nan
Chiau Teachers' Training College is
successfully established in 1941.
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With the nation preparing for the
Japanese invasion, the Nan Chiau
Teachers’ Training College ceases its
operation at the end of the year. The
college is subsequently converted to
function as the headquarters and
training grounds of Dalforce, also
known as the Singapore Overseas
Chinese Anti-Japanese Volunteer
Army, during World War Il.
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After enduring three years and eight
months of Japanese Occupation,
Singapore is left in a state of
devastation, with its industries and
infrastructure in ruins. Witnessing the
hardships faced by many overseas
Chinese in Southeast Asia, the
Singapore Hokkien Huay Kuan
recognises that for the nation to
become strong again, education must
be accessible and gender equality must
be achieved. As a result, the Singapore
Hokkien Huay Kuan reopens the
teacher training school as Nan Chiau
Girls” High School, providing
educational opportunities for local girls
in 1947. It also establishes a co-
educational primary school and in 1950,
forms a high school department.
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During the 1950s and 1960s, Nan Chiau
Girls’ High School flourishes, seeing a
steady increase in student enrollment
and achieving remarkable success. In
response to the growing number of
students, the Singapore Hokkien Huay
Kuan expands the campus to a five-
storey building and invests in new
educational equipment. During the
construction of the campus expansion,
the students of Nan Chiau Girls’ High
School are temporarily relocated to a
makeshift campus on Guillemard Road

for their classes.

On 8 March 1970, the new campus of
Nan Chiau Girls’ High School is
completed. The inauguration ceremony
is officiated by Mr Ong Pang Boon, the
Minister for Education, who also
participates in a tree-planting ceremony
to mark the occasion.
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Changes in education policy in the
1970s calls for the exclusion of pre-
university classes from Nan Chiau Girls’
High School in 1974.

To address the falling enrolment in
Chinese-medium schools, MOE
introduces the Special Assistance Plan
(SAP) School scheme in nine secondary
schools. The Nan Chiau family faces
further disappointment in 1978 when
Nan Chiau Girls’ High School, originally
included as one of the schools under
the new Special Assistance Plan, is

eventually omitted.
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Despite facing numerous challenges, the
students of Nan Chiau Girls' High School
remain steadfast, holding on to their core
values and believing that one day, their
alma mater would be recognised as a SAP
School. With gratitude and with deep
appreciation for their roots, they present
a plaque inscribed with ' & & @&#F' on the
occasion of the school’s 35t Anniversary.

However, as the residential area
surrounding Kim Yam Road matures, it
leads to a significant decline in student
enrollment. To address this issue, the

school transits to a fully co-educational

system in 1984, prompting a renaming of
Nan Chiau Girls' High School to Nan
Chiau High School.
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From the 1990s to the turn of the
millennium, Nan Chiau High School's
enrolment continues to decline. Various
unfavorable factors place the school
under significant strain, and its
development faces numerous challenges.
Throughout this decade, the school
endures much hardship, navigating a
path full of obstacles. Yet, even in the
face of uncertainty, Nan Chiau High
School and all the members of the
Singapore Hokkien Huay Kuan remain
resolute, never giving up. We firmly
believe that with perseverance, a

breakthrough will eventually come...
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Dreams Beget Glory.-

~ Endeavour with Heart
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English Language, Lit in English
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English Language, ‘Humanities (8§, Geography)
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Humanities (88, Lit in English)
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Malay Special Programme
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Mathematics, Physics
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NPCC Cadet Inspector
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