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     It is exciting that all of the 10,000-acre Blackwater Canyon is now in
public ownership and accessible to everyone. “It’s Our Canyon!”

     The campaign to protect the Canyon has been a massive group effort all
the way! When we were fighting to protect the Canyon Rail-Trail, the Forest
Service got more than 12,000 comments from across the nation. When we
sent out notices to everyone who had donated to Friends of Blackwater
over the past 25-plus years, we needed more than 2,500 postcards!

     As a refuge for rare species and as a world-class recreational and scenic
resource, the Blackwater Canyon is beginning a new era of healing and
opportunity. We have the tools to cherish, heal, lift up, and protect this
amazing landscape. Let’s join together to make it happen!

Dear Friends,Dear Friends,



leading the way:leading the way:
a director’s perspective

What lights you up?

“Well, I think we need to still rally around
the Blackwater Canyon & say we want
special protection, because it's such a

special place. One protection would be,
calling the Blackwater Canyon &

surrounding acres on them a
National Recreation Area.”

“I remember going in the woods with my
grandmother when I was eight years old,

picking wildflowers & having her name
them and giving me little books to find the

name-that was very inspirational.”

“That things recover, you know, that this
forest is a recovering forest, that Mother

Nature will heal. Some things, not all things,
but the trees will come back, and the Cheat

Mountain salamanders returned to a
desolate landscape that was once in the

Blackwater, so there's hope.”

what is one word that you would describe
Tucker County or the Blackwater Canyon?

What is the biggest lesson
nature has taught you?

So how did your background influence your
dedication to grassroots activism and

what brought you to West Virginia?

“Magical.”

“Oh, Beautiful views. Animals. Nature.
The natural world.

Flora and Fauna of any kind.”

What are your hopes for friends of
Blackwater in the next 25 years?
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Non-Profit:
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Campaign Period:

Friends of Blackwater

The Year 2000 - Present Day
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FOB TRIVIAFOB TRIVIA

miles of trails that
have been built &

improved?

4040

22.1

 108

22.1

 108

How many animals
have been advocated

for in the wv
highlands?

how many acres have
been protected over the

last 25 years?

miles of waterways
adopted?

number of interpretive
historic trail signs

installed?

1818
7,3257,325

72.772.7
largest individual
donors of all time

1. Donna & Carroll Cook
2. Dr. Florence Millar
3. Rafe and Lenore Pomerance
4. Linda Butler
5. Annette Tanner

most individual
contributions of all time

1. Lawrence Fanning
2. Doug Johnson
3. Frances Stewart
4. Sara Gann
5. Joe Dumire

miles in planning

most actions taken

1. Jerry Payne
2. William Styer
3. Kelly Riley
4. Lois Ludwig
5. Gregory Esteve
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20082008
FOB LAWSUIT CREATES

PRESERVES FOR
ENDANGERED CHEAT
SNAIL LEADING TO

ACQUISITION OF 4000
ACRES IN CHEAT

CANYON FOR PUBLIC USE

fob & wilderness
society stop 3

federal gas lease
sales on mon

national forest

20062006
FIGHT TO KEEP FEDERAL

PROTECTION FOR
“GINNY” BEGINS

fob BEGINS educational
campaign for the bats

being decimated by
white-nose syndrome

20102010

HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS
FRIENDS OF BLACKWATER

19971997

20022002

3,000 acres IN
BLACKWATER CANYON

SOLD TO A
TIMBER COMPANY

friends of blackwater
FORMED

RIVER ROAD TRAIL
(500 ACRES) ADDED

TO BLACKWATER
FALLS STATE PARK
BY GOVERNOR WISE

20032003
HISTORY WORKSHOP IN

THOMAS FUNDED BY THE
WV HUMANITIES

COUNCIL LEADS TO THE
JR CLIFFORd PROJECT

20052005

20092009
 blackwater canyon

rail trail logging haul
road plan dropped

20122012
new home for liberty
play on founding of

the state of wv
shown statewide



arc grant approved to
fund 100-mile wv mtn rr

trail from thomas, wv to
cumberland, md

12/30/202412/30/2024

fob partners with
highlands conservancy,

sierra club, & tucker
united to oppose

proposed data center in
tucker county

davis riverwalk trail
completed to gaging

station, beginning the
8-mile blackwater loop

trail from davis to thomas
thru blackwater falls

state park

20202020

20182018
fob stops massive

‘pump storage’ complex FOR
big run bog in the

blackwater canyon

fob begins invasive species
removal along 3.8 miles of
the blackwater rail trail +
the extended blackwater

loop trail is funded along
the same route

20252025

20232023

20252025

20192019
fob partners with

wv highlands conservancy
& local businesses on ‘go

north’ campaign for
corridor h

blackwater canyon finally
preserved into public use



conservation‌
COLLABORATORS‌



                                                     is a nonprofit
conservation organization dedicated to

protecting the unique ecology, scenic
landscapes, outdoor recreation opportunities,

mountain communities and cultural heritage
of the High Allegheny Mountains

of West Virginia.
Through public outreach, advocacy, and

environmental restoration, FOB also supports
sustainable economic development

across the region.

Friends of Blackwater (FOB) 

Kent Mason



IN THE HIGH ALLEGHENIES
P R O T E C T I N G  H E R I T A G E  &  N A T U R E

Friends of Blackwater reached a 25-year goal of securing public
ownership of Blackwater Canyon — mission accomplished!

Today, we continue that legacy through projects and
campaigns that protect the region’s

natural and historic treasures.

j.r. clifford projectj.r. clifford project
One of FOB’s earliest and most impactful heritage initiatives was the J.R. Clifford
Project, honoring John Robert Clifford, West Virginia’s first African American
attorney. Clifford was also a civil rights pioneer, educator, and publisher who
successfully argued a landmark 1898 case on behalf of teacher Carrie Williams.
This case challenged racial inequality and wage discrimination in schools, leaving
a lasting legacy on civil rights in West Virginia. 

water qualitywater quality
True to its mission, FOB has also long been committed to restoring clean water in
the Blackwater Canyon, addressing legacy Acid Mine Drainage (AMD) pollution
from early coal mining starting with the North Fork Watershed Project. FOB has
since secured multiple WVDEP grants to plan an active treatment facility on the
North Fork of the Blackwater River. Additional clean water efforts include passive
treatment at Beaver Creek, another key tributary. New signage on AMD was also
recently created as an educational tool.

the heritage projectthe heritage project
Our Heritage Project has since expanded to include 40 historical interpretive signs
based on railroad development throughout Tucker County. These signs have
recently been replicated for a traveling “Tucker Heritage Art Exhibit,” and cover
the Thomas to Douglas Rail Trail, William Avenue in Davis, the Davis City Park,
and the Blackwater Falls State Park waterfront. Support for this signage came from
the West Virginia Humanities, WVDEP, The Benedum Foundation, and AFNHA.



Ultimately, FOB's main legacy is to protect biodiversity while continually
supporting public land access and outdoor recreation. On the ground, FOB is
continually improving the Blackwater Rail Trail—removing invasive plants and
maintaining the trail for hikers and cyclists that includes advocacy for the five
million dollar restoration of the historic stonecut Big Run Culvert. In 2022, FOB
additionally published their first comprehensive guidebook featuring maps and
tours of public lands in the Blackwater watershed.

legacylegacy

looking ahead - the blackwater loop trail looking ahead - the blackwater loop trail 

I would time travel to 25 years in the futureand see how much more beautifulthe Blackwater Canyon will lookfrom Lindy Point

if you could time travel to any time in TuckerCounty, when would you go? And what would you do?
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Looking ahead, FOB is leading several ambitious trail projects. The Blackwater
Loop Trail is now underway, beginning with the 0.7-mile Davis Riverwalk section.
This trail will eventually connect Davis, Blackwater Falls State Park, and the federal
Blackwater Rail Trail, with progress being made to complete the Loop from
Thomas back to Davis, avoiding busy Route 32.

west virginia mountain rail trailwest virginia mountain rail trail

Even more visionary is the 100-mile West Virginia Mountain Railroad Trail.
Currently in the planning phase, it aims to connect Thomas, WV to Cumberland,
MD via former rail grades—linking the region to the Great Allegheny Passage, and
the C&O Canal Trail, with sights on earning National Historic Trail status.

-Judy Rodd-Judy Rodd



2014

2002         Successful community organizing pressured Governor Wise to add 500
acres to Blackwater Falls State Park. This purchase expanded recreational
opportunities and made accessing Blackwater Falls State Park from the Town of
Davis easier than ever (and we have plans to make it even more accessible).

2010            After an eight-year long battle, Allegheny Wood Products was defeated in
their attempt to turn the Thomas Rail Trail into a logging road. Friends of
Blackwater ran an effective public campaign advocating for our area’s unique
species and growing recreational economy, which would’ve been harmed had this
attempt succeeded. 

          The Cheat Canyon campaign, which resulted in the purchase of nearly
4,000 acres, established the Cheat Canyon Wildlife Management Area. We
couldn’t have done it without a strong regional coalition of environmental
advocates, including the Sierra Club, the Cheat Lake Environment and Recreation
Association, and the Nature Conservancy.

2018         The Big Run Pumped Storage Hydro Project, which would’ve seized over
1,200 acres, ruined the magical Big Run Bog, and disturbed the Mill Run watershed,
was run out of Tucker County after loud and passionate backlash from community
members.

FROM VISIONFROM VISION
TO VICTORYTO VICTORY



2025         Fundamental Data proposed a natural gas-fueled power plant, built for
powering data centers near Thomas, WV; their air quality permit had significant
redactions. FOB is working with experts, coordinating with concerned parties, and
researching legal avenues to make sure this horrendous idea never goes beyond
the blueprint.

2019           Since its resurgence in 2019, the four-lane highway Corridor H, which has
been looming over our area for the past thirty years, has yet to have a finalized
route. The community-favored Northern Alternative is officially being studied, and
the permitting process is scheduled to be finished by August 2026. As usual, FOB
is working hard to make sure comment periods are widely known and that local
residents' knowledge is considered by our state government.

NOW         With the Blackwater Canyon now publicly owned, we’d like to see the
Blackwater Canyon be designated as a National Recreation Area (NRA), like that
of Spruce Knob and Seneca Rocks. An NRA emphasizes recreational activities, like
biking, fishing, hunting, kayaking, and more, as opposed to extractive industries.

2024           In December of 2024, Friends of Blackwater’s founding mission, to unify
the Blackwater Canyon under public ownership, was completed! This massive
undertaking was a quarter century in the making, and wouldn’t have been possible
without our campaign and the dedication of former Senator Joe Manchin.

A LEGACY OFA LEGACY OF
ACHIEVEMENTACHIEVEMENT



1.Vivian stockman
2.linda cooper
3.Judy Rodd, Director
4.John M. Brown
5.Valerie Little
6.Aimee Duncan
7.Brandae Mullins
8.Sandy Fisher
9.Betsy Lusher

10.Lori Haldeman
11.Kim Broughton
12.Nancy Spencer
13.Holly Ash
14.Christine Kozan
15.Robin Vanover
16.Kate Leary
17.Colin Matteson
18.Jocelyn Phares
19.Cheyenne Carter
20.Emmie Cornell
21.Sean Coffers
22.Colin Matteson
23.Ian Smith
24.David Young
25.Sarah Cartron
26.Samantha Miller
27.Frank Gebhard
28.Aaron Graham
29.Atlee Wise
30.Brady O’Brien
31.Chelsea Ice-Toothman
32.Izabella Hubbard
33.Loki Kern
34.Lesley Stokes
35.Shannon Gray
36.Julie Palas
37.Josh Stevens

1. Emily Samargo
2.Janel Faron
3.Cade Archeluta
4.Meredith Baxter
5.Seth Pitt
6.Liz Salsbury
7.Athey Lutz
8.Derek Naperias
9.Nick Fiorino

10.Josh Nease
11.Corrin Evans
12.Evan Supak
13.Nick Eaton
14.Lisa Porter
15.Rachelle Thorne
16.Joyce Edgell
17.Jana Pyles
18.Hannah Furbee
19.Ben Wiercinski
20.Andy Herrmann
21.Katie Dopkowski
22.Hannah Spencer
23.Ilona Volker
24.Lauren Payne
25.Savannah Wing
26.Monica Zabroski
27.Alicia Erjavec
28.Megan Lowe
29.Nora Sheridan
30.Maria Armada
31.Alicia erjavec

1.David Vago
2.Caitlyn McClure
3.Kelly Mears
4.Jason Litten
5.Dustin Toothman
6.Buck Neely
7.Tim Danehy
8.Courtney Zimmerman
9.Matthew Powell

10.Lucas Davis
11.Caitlyn Harless
12.Destry Jarvis
13.Jim Christie
14.Paul Corbit Brown
15.Brad Basil
16.Winston Smith
17.Elizabeth Byers
18.Julie Zickafoose
19.Zach Adams
20.Sam & Joe Hermann
21.AKRF
22.Nick Fedorko
23.doug tilley
24.consultecon
25.Matt ward

of teamworkof teamwork
25 years25 years

internsstaff & workers vistas

1.Doug Gilbert
2.Carrie Jamison
3.Brian Bellew
4.Briana All
5.Logan Thorne
6.Nate McPeak
7.Nora Sheridan
8.Hannah Furbee
9.Kathrine Nyden

10.Carrie Nyden

consultants



Moonshine Memories

a. Robert Bastress, Esquire
b. Dr. William Hal Gorby
c. Silas Bright
d. Barbara Alford
e. Ronnie Beall
f. Mitchelle Beall
g. Ronald Brown
h. Susan Callahan
i. Dave Esch
j. Carl Harr
k. Daniel Hedges
l. Jake Kopec
m. Mike Miller
n. Susan Moore
o. Pat A. Nichols
p. Rafe Pomerance
q. David Roberts
r. Mike Rosenau
s. Casey Rucker
t. Diana Vera
u. Tom Yocum

Early Mining Voices

a. Chuck Nichols
b. Frank Slider
c. Chip Chase
d. Aaron Q. Barmer
e. Ruthie Melnick
f. Mark Anderson
g. John Stealey
h. Matthew Powell
i. Lucas Davis
j. Caitlyn Harless

tucker
productions

1.Eric Glitzenstein, Esq.
2.Josh Barrett, Esq.
3.Jason Huber, Esq.
4.Jim Zimarowski, Esq.
5.Bill Eubanks, Esq.

legal
representation

1.Lon Marshall
2.Joe Dumire
3.Glenda Marshall
4.Kent Mason
5.Kitty Dooley (JR Clifford)

volunteers

Shootout at the Depot

a. Mike Miller
b. Gerry Milnes
c. Tom Rodd
d. William Peterson
e. Elaine George
f. Ruth Melnick
g. Pat A. Nichols
h. Casey Rucker
i. Jake Kopec
j. Savannah Wilkins
k. Lowell Moore
l. Debbie McHenry
m. Sarah Fletcher
n. Debbie Stevens
o. Cheyenne Elswick
p. Priscilla Rodd
q. Carol Jackson
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Kent Mason



CELEBRATING BLACKWATER CANYON’S
RETURN TO PUBLIC HANDS

A Dream Fulfilled:‌

For more than two decades, Friends of Blackwater and our partners have worked
tirelessly toward one goal: returning the majestic Blackwater Canyon to public
control. This year, that dream has finally been realized — thanks in large part to

Senator Joe Manchin, whose leadership and persistence have brought this
historic conservation victory to life.

Friends of Blackwater extends our deepest gratitude
to Senator Manchin for his unwavering support of

public lands and for understanding that protecting
Blackwater Canyon is not just about preserving

natural beauty, but about safeguarding a vital part
of West Virginia’s identity and outdoor heritage.

In 2005, then-Governor Manchin made a promise to the
people of West Virginia that he would find a way to bring
the canyon under public stewardship. True to his word,

he never stopped working to make it happen. Nearly
twenty years later, Senator Manchin kept that

commitment by securing funding in the federal budget
to acquire the canyon through the Monongahela

National Forest. His vision and dedication ensured that
one of West Virginia’s most treasured landscapes —
home to the Blackwater River, iconic trails, and rich

wildlife habitat — will be protected for
generations to come.

Friends of Blackwater is honored to recognize Peter
Harnik — a national leader in the Rails-to-Trails
movement and creator of the new documentary From
Rails to Trails. As co-founder of the Rails-to-Trails
Conservancy, the Coalition for the Capital Crescent
Trail, and the Center for City Park Excellence at the
Trust for Public Land, Peter has dedicated his life to
transforming historic rail corridors into public
greenways. Over the past 35 years, he has explored and
studied more than 200 rail-trails across 45 states,
capturing the power of recreation, history, and
community. His lifelong advocacy embodies the spirit of
Blackwater Canyon’s rebirth, and we are proud to
welcome him as a featured speaker at our upcoming
celebration.

CELEBRATING RAILS-TO-TRAILS PIONEER PETER HARNIK
Senator Joe Manchin

Peter Harnik



Friends of Blackwater
PO Box 247 172 East Ave. Suite 1

Thomas, WV 26292
| (304) 345-7663 |

info@saveblackwater.org

mailto:info@saveblackwater.org

