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Washington Post, June 26, 1974. 



 

1976 Aerial Photography Fairfax County GIS and Mapping Services.  Note lack of open 

water in central wetland due to absence of beaver activity at this time.   



Future Central Wetland, 1976. FCPA photo. 

Park Dedication Attendees. FCPA photo. 

April 26, 1975, Park Dedication.   FCPA photo. 

 

Future Lockheed Boulevard entrance, 1976. Until 1983 the 

only entrance was at S. Kings Highway and Telegraph Road.  

FCPA photo. 





Gary Roisum, first Huntley Meadows Park staff 

member leading program, 1978. Gary was the 

park manager for almost three decades. FCPA 

photo. 

The first office and information center is now the HMP Resource Manage-

ment Office located at 6901 S. Kings Hwy. FCPA photo. 

Volunteer Ken Howard on the first boardwalk, 1987. The first 

boardwalk and observation platform were built 1980-1981.    

Photo by FCPA Photographer Don Sweeney. 

First beaver lodge in central wetland, 1981. The lodge was 

located directly north of the observation platform. FCPA 

photo. 

First observation platform, 1982. FCPA photo. 



Monday Morning Bird Group, 1989.  Monday Morning Bird Walks began in 1985 led by volunteers 

Ed Weigel and Ken Howard.  Photo by volunteer Stan Russell.   

King Rail, June 1989. King Rails were first recorded 

at HMP in 1982. FCPA photo.  

First photographic evidence of Pied-billed Grebe, 

1984. Photo by volunteer Jim Chadwick. 



First Visitor Center built in 1983.  FCPA photo. 

First Volunteer Picnic, 1985.  FCPA photo. 
First Wetlands Awareness Day, October 1988, speakers recruited 

by Norma Hoffman.  FCPA photo. 

First photographic evidence of River Otter, 1984. Photo by 

volunteer Joni Norris.   







Gary Roisum successfully applied for Young 

Adult Conservation Corps and Youth Conserva-

tion Corps grants.  Teenagers and young adults 

built the first boardwalk and observation 

platform under staff direction using Roisum’s 

design, 1980-1981.  FCPA photos. 

 



Mt. Vernon Gazette January 23, 1992, article on the addition of 165 

acres to HMP. 

1990 Aerial Photography Fairfax County GIS and Mapping Services.  Note open water in central wetland due to a new 

beaver dam started in 1978.   



HMP staff designed and fabricated exhibits for the new Visitor Center which opened in 

1983.  Park staff members from Hidden Pond and Ellanor C. Lawrence helped with exhibit 

construction.  FCPA photos.   



FCPA press release, December 21, 1989, announcing purchase of Historic Huntley. Huntley was built c. 1825 and 

this year marks its 200th anniversary. Historic Huntley c. 1994.  Historic Huntley was “mothballed” in 1989.  A 

chain-link fence surrounded the buildings until restoration and renovation began in 2011.  Restoration planning 

began in the late 1990s.  Photo by Richard Lucente. 

 



Washington Post article on the cessation of County 

efforts to build the Lockheed-Van Dorn Connector Road 

through Huntley Meadows Park, December 4, 1990.  

Norma Hoffman and the Citizens Alliance to Save    

Huntley campaigned against the road for fifteen years, 

1975-1990.  Photo of Norma celebrating with Elise and 

Charles Lepple by volunteer Suzanne Lepple. 





Fairfax Journal, July 7, 1987.  In 1986, Woodstone and Kingstowne 

construction caused tons of silt to be deposited in the wetlands of 

HMP.  Volunteer Ken Howard’s whistle blowing resulted in          

unprecedented “stop work orders” from the County.  Photo of silt 

deposition by Ken Howard,   August 3, 1986. 

High water levels flooded the original boardwalk.  HMP staff closed sec-

tions beginning in 1991, with the entire boardwalk closed on October 28, 

1992, Photo by volunteer Stan Russell.   

Extreme drought, siltation and reduced dam 

maintenance by beavers spurred FCPA efforts to 

research and fund wetland management        

methods. 2005. FCPA photo. 

Invasive Japanese Stilt Grass invading forest floor, 1999. 

The spread of invasive species has greatly increased 

since.  Staff and volunteers currently address this per-

vasive problem.  Photo by former Resource Manager 

Chris Lamond. 

Historic Huntley surrounded by eroding soil during 

townhouse development, 1989.  Photo by volunteer 

Ken Howard.   



Friends Groups Established to Help Find 
Solutions to Challenges 



Friends of Huntley Meadows Park newsletter, October 1987.  

FOHMP was founded in 1985. 

 

 

Former FOHMP president Glenn Curtis at Wetlands     

Awareness Day, 2003. From 1988 to today, FOHMP has 

sponsored the park’s annual Wetlands Awareness Day.   

Photo by volunteer Stan Russell.   



Friends of Historic Huntley newsletter, February 4, 

1992.  FOHH was founded in 1990. 

 

 

Norma Hoffman greeting attendees at Friends of  

Historic Huntley Open House, 2002. From 1992-2010,  

FOHH provided free public access to an unrestored 

(“mothballed”) Historic Huntley twice each year. FOHH 

photo.   

 





HMP Central Wetland, 1990 and 2002. Note the new boardwalk alignment in the photo on the right. Aerial Pho-

tography Fairfax County GIS and Mapping Services. 

New boardwalk being constructed next to original boardwalk, 

February 1993.FCPA photo. 

New observation platform under construction, 1993 . 

Photo by volunteer Stan Russell. 

Boardwalk installation, 

1993. Photo by volunteer 

Stan Russell. 

 

 

 

 

Demolition of first obser-

vation platform, 1992. 

Photo by volunteer Stan 

Russell. 





Former Resource Manager Chris Lamond con-

ducting Aldous Browse Survey, 1998.  Surveys such 

as this provided evidence that there was overpop-

ulation of deer at HMP. Photo by Brooke Lewis. 

Volunteer David Gorsline checking a wood duck 

nestbox, 2022.  Photo by P.J. Dunn. 

Americorps Volunteers clearing meadow habitat and  

making brush piles for wildlife, 2002.  FCPA photo.   

Former Park Manager Kevin Munroe and Naturalist    

Suzanne Malone assisting with a fish survey by the VA 

Department of Wildlife Resources, 2008. FCPA photo. 

Maintenance Assistant Joy Singh removing    

invasive plants, 2024. FCPA photo. 
Controlled burn for meadow management, 2015. FCPA 

photo. 





Naturalist Kathi McNeil teaching students on a field trip, 1995.  

FCPA photo. 

Volunteer Suzanne Lepple teaching about wetland soils at  

Wetlands Awareness Day, 2007. FCPA Photo. 

Volunteer Patty Young hosting a Tea at Historic Huntley, 

2022.  Photo by volunteer Carolyn Gamble. 

Volunteer Ron Clabbers sharing spotting scope views of    

wildlife at Wetlands Awareness Day 2017.  FCPA photo. 

Volunteer Coordinator Ann Stat teaching camp, 1998. 

FCPA photo. 

Naturalist Melodie Stehling teaching a class online, 2021. 

FCPA photo. 





Information and Office trailers in parking lot during visitor 

center expansion, June 1990.  FCPA photo. 

Building the wetland diorama, 1991.  Exhibits for the new cen-

ter were professionally designed and fabricated by contractors. 

FCPA photos. 

The expanded Visitor Center was dedicated on October 26, 1991.  

Photo by volunteer James Chadwick.   



Historic Huntley north front being reconfigured to emulate 

presumed 1825 appearance, 2011. FCPA photo. 

Restored Historic Huntley, north front, 2012. Photo by Don 

Sweeney. 

Plaster work in central room, 2011. FCPA photo.   
Restored Historic Huntley, south front. Photo by Carolyn Gamble. 



Washington Post article on planned wetland restoration, April 10, 2013. 



Public Input on possible wetland impoundment, 

1990.  Discussion of replacing the beaver dam 

with a manmade berm began early on.   

Installation of Spillway, June 2013.               

FCPA photo. 

Installation of Berm Core, August 2013.  FCPA 

photo. 

Overview of completed work, showing habitat 

pools, 2013. FCPA photo. 







Volunteers and staff, 1992. FCPA photo.  

Monday Morning Bird Walk group, 2005. FCPA photo. Wood Duck Nestbox Monitoring Team, 2015. FCPA  

photo. 

Herbarium team: volunteers Dorothy Raduazo, Karla Jamir 

and Virginia Powers, 2009.  FCPA photo. 

Staff and volunteers, 1988. FCPA photo. 



Volunteers and staff, 2010. FCPA photo.  

2016 Staff: Park Manager Karen Sheffield, Resource Manager Dave Lawlor, Naturalist Jen Crawford, Historian Cheryl Repetti, 

Administrative Assistant Anna Finch, Program Director Kylie Lee, Labor Crew Chief Brian Moore and Visitor Services Manager 

Kathleen O’Shea. FCPA photo. 

2025 Staff: Jackie Den Otter, Gina Sando, Kathleen McNerney, Margaret Wohler, Tami Entabi, Jackson Allsman, Chris 

King, Malcolm MacNeil, Karen Sheffield, Brooks Long, Joy Singh, Carl Meadows. FCPA photo. 





First photographic evidence of coyotes in park, 2007.  Coyotes 

are known breeders here and are sometimes heard yipping 

during evening programs. FCPA photo. 

Green Tree Frog, 2024. Photo by Julia Tanner. This 

species was first found in the park in 2000.   

Least Bittern, 1990.  Photo by volunteer Bill      

Stephenson.  Least Bitterns nested in the park 

from 1982 to 1992.   

Beavers have been stalwart residents since 1978.  Photo 

by volunteer Jim Cox.   





Huntley Meadows Park and Historic Huntley belong 

to everyone.  There have been many changes over 

the last 50 years.  What are your wishes for the 

park’s next 10 to 20 years? 

The view of Huntley Meadows Park through the south door of 

Historic Huntley, 2023. Photo by volunteer Carolyn Gamble.   

Park visitors, 2019. FCPA photo.  


