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We exist to provide Christ-centered training to
equip godly leaders for Christ’'s church among
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Rigorous Wholistic Formation

RPS delivers rigorous B.Th. and M.Div. programs
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a fully residential community.
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specialized programs in Christian education or
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Discipline, responsible freedom, and Reformed in
its values and practices.

Registration Now
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Message from

Founding
Chairman

Congratulations!

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the
Reformed & Presbyterian Seminary (RPS),

we extend our heartfelt gratitude to God and all those
who have walked this journey with us.

There is a saying in Korea: "Time is like flowing
water." All living things pause their activity and rest
at night, but like water that flows unceasingly even in
darkness, time never stops. God, the Creator of time,
has written a remarkable story through RPS within
this ever-flowing current of time.

RPS has now reached its 25th year—not a mere
passage of time, but a testimony to God'’s faithfulness.
Its beginnings were humble. EPTS, which first met in
the evenings at Asha Presbyterian Church in Nakku,
Lalitpur, was the fruit of the prayers and vision of the
Nepal Presbyterian Alliance (NPA). | still remember
those who bore the burden of the gospel together:
Dr. Mahendra Batarai, Rev.Shubhas Regmi, Rev.
Palgun Sunuwar, Rev.L.T. Moya, Rev.H.S. Dhan,
Rev. Sangam K.C., Dr. Benjamin Khadka, Rev. Yang,
my wife Anne, and myself. United in conviction,
we believed that a seminary was essential for the
evangelization of Nepal—and we gave our time,
resources, passion, and prayers to make it happen.

Rev. Dr. Yakub Yeonjeong Kim
Founding Chairman

In 2004, when Rev. Dr. Arbin Pokharel and Mrs. Bimala
joined the mission, the seminary took further steps
forward, including the admission of female students.
We are especially grateful that God sent wise and
committed professors at each critical moment.
While | cannot name them all, | must acknowledge
the contributions of Rev. Jun K. Eo, Dr. Chang Kim,
Dr. Sashi Bhattarai, Rev. Mark Klopien, the late Dr.
Birendra Shrestha, Rev. Chunamani Koirala, and the
current principal, Elder Amit Karthak. Miss Menuka,
who served faithfully as the headmistress for many
years, truly deserves a gold medal.

Today, RPS is home to 29 professors and 79 students,
and has graduated 170 alumni. We cannot help but
give thanks to God.

When my wife and | arrived in Kathmandu in 1999,
only 0.8% of Nepal’s population identified as Christian.
We came praying that the gospel would take root and
spread throughout the nation. Since then, we have
witnessed the powerful work of the Holy Spirit. Many
have come to believe in God the Creator and Jesus
the Savior. For Anne and me, witnessing this spiritual
harvest has been the most meaningful time of our lives.
RPS has sent missionaries to regions unreached by
the gospel, and through them, many churches have
been planted. RPS has faithfully served its calling to
raise and send pioneers of the faith.

25" Anniversary



| am reminded of the school’'s song, The Song of
EPTS (RPS), which | wrote and composed, and sang
with our students in those early days:

Look at the rising sun on the bright Himalaya
Look at the green mountain shown by the sun rays

Look at the moon and stars in the dark night sky
Everything is praising the glory of God
We are called to fulfill the will of God on earth today

We are called to restore God’s good creation in this
universe today

Rise up, my dear friends! Soldiers of Christ!

Learn and go into the world, make it beautiful—
E.P.T.S. (R&PS)!

As we celebrate this glorious 25th anniversary, Anne
and | pay deep tribute to the faithful servants of God
who have gone before us, and to those who continue
to serve with all their strength. We extend our sincere
thanks to the members of the Nepal Presbyterian
Alliance, the board, the dean, professors, and staff.
Above all, we give infinite thanks and glory to God—
our Alpha and Omega.

With thanksgiving and joy,
Rev. Dr. Yakub J. Kim & Mrs. Anne Kim
Co-Founders, Reformed & Presbyterian Seminary



From the

Time flew! It has been 25 years
since Evangelical Presbyterian
Theological Seminary (EPTS),
later renamed Reformed and
Presbyterian Seminary (RPS)
came into being with God's
grace! It is a matter of pleasant
observation that no 'ups and
downs' worth the description
have occurred during this
period! It is all God's guidance
and faithfulness!

Chairman...

Rev. Dr. Mahendra Bhattarai
Chairman, RPS Board

This year of jubilee is a good reason for us all to
celebrate and express our gratitude to the Grand
Planner and Sustainer of this institution of learning,
teaching and shaping leaders for Churches
and societies to contributing, encouraging and

strengthening those with vocation to serve God!

It must be both humbling and satisfying experience
for those who have been associated and who have
contributed to the seminary over these years. The
staff, faculty, the Registrars, the Academic Deans, the
Vice Principals, the Principals, Students, the Board of
Directors and Supporters all rightly deserve taking a
healthy pride in what the Seminary is now and the
Vision and Mission on which the Seminary is forging

ahead!

Only God can decide how this institution will develop
further but as humans we do pray that God does grant
all those called, the capacity to achieve what God

wants in this Seminary to glorify Him!

Soli Deo Gloria!

25" Anniversary Special Edition



Note from

the Principal

i

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations...”
(Matthew 28:19)

As we celebrate the 25" anniversary of Reformed and
Presbyterian Seminary, we pause with gratitude to
glorify the Lord for His unwavering faithfulness. Over
these past two and a half decades, God has enabled
us to equip leaders, strengthen churches, and shape
gospel-centered communities across Nepal and
beyond. It has been a season of planting, watering,

and watching God give the growth (1 Cor. 3:6).

Now, as we turn the page into the next chapter of
our journey, we sense the Lord leading us into a new
and urgent mission field—the digital world. Just as
the early church moved from Jerusalem to Judea,
Samaria, and the ends of the earth, so must we now
move from the classroom and chapel to the screen
and stream. This is not a departure from our original
calling but a faithful extension of it in today’s context.

At the Cross-Way Worship Renewal Conference
2024, | spoke on how the Church can faithfully engage
this digital age with theological clarity and missional
creativity. We live in what Arthur Hunt calls the
Technopolis—a society where attention is currency
and identities are curated online. In such a world, the
Church must not retreat but must boldly reimagine its
missional posture for gospel proclamation.

Rev. Amit Karthak
Principal

Like Paul in Acts 17, who reasoned in the Athenian
agora and stood on the Areopagus, we too are
called to step into the digital marketplaces of
Facebook, TikTok, YouTube, and more—not merely
as spectators, but as witnesses. These are the new
agoras where competing narratives thrive, but also
where the gospel can shine in clarity and grace.

Amy Sherman argued, when technology is stewarded
well, it can serve the cause of shalom—advancing
justice, beauty, truth, and flourishing. Whether through
Facebook posts, livestreamed worship, apologetics
podcasts, or acts of digital compassion, we can mirror
the Kingdom of Christ in this vast virtual space.

This silver jubilee is not the end of a story—it is the
turning of a page. One chapter of faithful theological
education has prepared us to enter this new frontier.
As we press forward, may this special edition of
Restorers inspire us to embrace innovation—for the
sake of souls. Let us labor to proclaim Christ in every
village, every city, and now—on every screen.

To God alone be the glory—past, present, and future.
Rev. Amit Karthak

Principal, Reformed and Presbyterian Seminary
Kathmandu, Nepal



“ Role of Chairmans

Rev. Dr. Yeonjeon Kim Rev. Dr. Arbin Pokharel Rev. Dr. Mahendra Bhattarai
(2000-2015) (2016-Spring 2021) (Fall 2021- Present)

“ Role of Principals

‘ ‘ e N
Rev. Falgun Sunuwar Rev. Dr. Arbin Pokharel Rev. Amit Karthak Eld. Menuka Mishra
(2002-2004) (2004-2014) (Fall 2014 - January 2016) (Spring 2017-Spring 2018)

Late Birendra Shrestha Rev. Mani Koirala Rev. Amit Karthak
(served 2016, resume again (Spring 2022- Spring 2023) (reinstalled- Fall 2023- Present)
Fall 2018- February 2022)

“ Founding Chairman

Rev. Dr. Yakub J. Kim & Mrs. Anne Kim
Co-Founders, Reformed & Presbyterian Seminary

25" Anniversary Special Edition



Il Board Members

e (
Chairman Rev. Dr. Arbin Pokharel Dr. Shashi Bhattarai
Rev. Dr. Mahendra Bhattarai Pastor, Crossway Church, NRC (Nepal Campus Crusade
Pastor, Ashis Presbyterian for Christ, Emirates)

Church, NPA

a ) 4

\ !\ 7\

Rev. Vanlal Hauhnar Ms. Sita Gurung Kailashman Shashankar
Pastor, Mizoram (Former director of International Attorney
Presbyterian Church (PCN) Nepal Fellowship - INF)

4 )

Jay Raj Gurung Rev. Hem Jargha Ed. Menuka Mishra

Department of Mission Moderator V. Principal, RPS
Studies, RPS Evangelical Presbyterian

Churches of Nepal - EPCoN

Rev. Amit Karthak Rev. Mani Koirala David Kim
Pastor, Crossway Church, NRC Academic Dean, RPS Living Stone Music School
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Reformed Presbyterian
Seminary’s 25 Year-

A Call in Two Directions [ 2w ]
— o

One Community Unified In
Celebrating God's Grace-

We celebrate Reformed Presbyterian Seminary’s
25" year. Our theme phrase for the year is “Heritage
and Horizons.” Our theme text comes from that
extraordinary Old Testament prophet Isaiah, chapter
43 vv. 17-18 —“Behold, | am doing a new thing. Don’t
you see it?”

In this text, Isaiah declares—even with Israel’s
temple in ruins, the city walls breached and the city
smoldering—God is still busy at work. Even as Israel’s
covenant rebellion means exile far away in Babylon,
The LORD of exodus and the wilderness’ glory cloud
is as busy among the people as ever, “can’t you see
it?” But there is, of course, the main question. Where
in the midst of all of the smoke and ashes, should
Israel look to see The LORD at work?

At RPS, our situation is different, yet similar. There
are no fires in the classrooms. The walls of our facility
are strong. As the academic program advances, even
as enroliment numbers grow. But now, inherent in
our theme—*“Heritage and Horizons”—is that same
question. Where is The LORD working? What
direction should RPS move in preparation for our 25"
year, trekking next, to our 1% half-century?

Two Opposing Ways, Can Threaten
The Way Forward

This year’s theme looks in two different directions.
These can cause opposition, threatening to tear
community apart.

Direction #1—HERITAGE. The word has a
“conservative” feel. “Conservative” means, according
to Oxford Dictionary on-line, “averse to change or
innovation.” ‘The Conservative’ clings to ‘traditional
values.” What is good equates with doing things the
way they have been done before. Proponents wants
to “go back to the good old days.”

Direction #2—HORIZONS. This word often has
a “progressive (liberal)” feel. Progressive means,
according to Oxford Dictionary, “developing” often
with an emphasis on “movement in stages.” In
general, ‘The Progressive(Liberal)’ temperament not
only expects change, it generally pushes for it. In this
perspective, the next chapter must necessarily be a
‘new way’ of doing things—change.

At major crossroads, a bit of self-awareness can
be helpful for both institutions and the individuals
that guide them. Whether because of nature or
nurture, genetics or upbringing, each of us has a
natural bent in one way or the other—*“conservative”
or “progressive(liberal)” as we face transitions or a
crossroads.

The Covenant’s Challenging,
Timeless Standard

The RPS Old Testament Department’s contribution
to our journal’s topic—“Heritage and Horizons”—
centers on one word. This word provides a constant
foundation, a key fiber that weaves together the
teaching and covenant proclamations of prophet and
wisdom teacher.

2-“shuv”

' Battles often lurk in organizations because of individuals’ propensity —“conservative” or “liberal”, “change” or “stay the same”. This battle rages
in every corner of culture and society: (1) politics (2) the arts (3) economic theory 4) counseling (5) military tactics. Examine any sphere of the
social order, and one can find this dynamic at play, the battle between opposing sentiments: Direction #1 and Direction #2.

Restorers Magazine Vol. VIII



Our lexical subject does not appear in this year’s nor have they sought the Lord Almighty.

theme text (Is 43:17-18). Yet, it serves like a drum beat -—-Isaiah 9:13
within Isaiah’s larger work. And as even a cursory

study of “The Prophets” (major & minor) reveals, the 2 Aremnant will return [ 23],

word serves as ‘glue’ to hold this diverse —sometimes a remnant of Jacob to the Mighty God.
sprawling—prophetic corpus together. --lsaiah 10:21

The basic definition of the word means: (1) “to turn s Return [ 21 ] to him you have so greatly
back” (2) “to return.” So then, animals may “turn revolted against, O Israelites.
back” in fear (Job 39:22, Prov 30:30), or soldiers in

--Isaiah 31:6
anxiety (Ps 6:11, 56:10, 70:4) or regular people in
shame (Lam 1:8). So also, a person can (2) “return” 22 | have swept away your offenses like a cloud,
from a foreign land (Il K 8:3, Il Chr 10:2, Ru 1:6,22) your sins like the morning mist.
or from chasing an adversary (I Sam 24:2, Job 15:22, Return [ 72w ] to me, for | have redeemed you.”
Ex 32:27).2

--Isaiah 44:22

But, it is 2mw-“shuv”, used in a technical, covenantal
sense that is the focus of this paper. In this sense,
the word means “return” or “turn back” to The LORD’s ‘Return [ ], faithless Israel,” declares the Lord,
covenant. God says, return to the relationship that
The LORD established through the acts of exodus
(ie. ten plagues, Red Sea crossing). Turn back to the
stipulations of this covenant, summarized twice in
The Decalogue (Exodus 20, Deuteronomy 5). Return

B. OTHER PROPHETIC BOOKS—

‘| will frown on you no longer, for | am merciful,’
declares the Lord,

‘| will not be angry forever.

3 Only acknowledge your guilt—

to the image of Israel—the family of faith—huddling you have rebelled against the Lord your God,
at the foot of Mt. Sinai with the lightning and thunder, you have scattered your favors to foreign gods
hearing about her part in the relationship. “Return” under every spreading tree,

and “turn back” Israel, in your new familiarity of The
Lord’s personality, newly understood through your
Pentateuchal story.

and have not obeyed me,” declares the Lord.

““Return [ @ ], faithless people,” declares the
Lord,

The “Technical” (Covenantal) Use “for I am your husband.
Of awi-“shuv”? Particularly In The --Jeremiah 3:12-14
Prophetic Corpus

12E ” decl the Lord
Our RPS 2023-24 theme verse originates in Isaiah. ven now, - declares fhe Lord,

(A) Consequently, we begin to understand the word
by listing several times that awi-“shuv” is used in with fasting and weeping and mourning.”
Isaiah. (B) We continue with several examples of 2w- '3Rend your heart and not your garments.
“shuv”in other prophetic books

“return [ 12 ] to me with all your heart,

Return [ 121 ] to the Lord your God,
A. ISAIAH— for he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love,
3 But the people have not returned [ ay-x> ] to

and he relents from sending calamity.
him who struck them, 9 ¥

2 Francis Brown, S.R. Driver and Charles A. Briggs, The Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1999),
996. For in-depth study of this article’s lexical subject, see entry 7725.

3  The few citations above, utilizing the technical, covenantal meaning of 2w -“shuv”, are mostly found in the imperative form (ie. “return! turn
back!”). A complete study of the word finds that the three letter root is used in all variety of tenses, participial and other constructions. So
regularly in these various forms, the word calls for covenant repentance.

25" Anniversary



“Who knows? He may turn [ 21w ] and have pity
and leave behind a blessing—
--Joel 2:12-14

3 Therefore tell the people: This is what the Lord
Almighty says:
‘Return [ 123 ] to me,’ declares the Lord
Almighty,

‘and | will return [ 23w7%) ] to you,’ says the Lord
Almighty.
--Zechariah 1:3

7 Ever since the time of your forefathers you
have turned away from my decrees

and have not kept them. Return [ 123 ] to me,

and | will return [721w%)] to you,” says the Lord
Almighty.
--Malachi 3:7

The Covenantal Call to a2wi-“shuv”
Challenges Both The ‘Conservative’
and ‘Progressive(Liberal)’ Attitude.

The Old Testament department places this
article in the journal on RPS’s 24" year for a purpose
that is as much pastoral as technical. The timeless
call of The LORD to His people in all times and places
remains the same— “return to me!”

Whether in Jerusalem or even in Babylon, freedom or
captivity, the LORD’s covenantal call never changes,
“Return to me!” The same God of Exodus’ plagues,
water from rock, the glory cloud day and night, manna
& quail, goes with a people, when they ‘repent.” The
call of the LORD in Nepal and anywhere else in His
kingdom is the same—"*“return!”

What may be surprising about this exhortation, is
how this key covenantal command cuts in opposite
directions. It prevents any individual or organization
from becoming self-satisfied or complacent. Consider
then—

A Word To ‘The Conservative’:
“Heritage...”

The covenantal call to “The Conservative” is sw-
“shuv’—*urn,” again! Each morning and night,
is time for a change of heart, back to The LORD!

This change is not about rituals, but rather, inner
repentance ushering forward in different behavior
toward The LORD and other people—lips, fingers and
toes. So, the conservative should hear this word, as a
call to do what comes really hard—*“change!”

Consider the prophetic call to the “The Conservative”
in the larger context of the prophetic books, from
which we quoted above. The LORD is against murder
(1:21), but He is just as opposed—through the words
of Isaiah’s mouth—to structures of aged power brokers
(2:12-18). Certainly, Jeremiah urges against adultery
(3:12-14), but he also rails against traditionalistic
worship (7:2b-4). Certainly, Joel cries out against
drunkards (1:5), but he also urges against old Jewish
ritualism that might have a very long history, but has
lost meaning (2:12-14). So too, Zechariah’s concern
as much as “pbad sins” was among ‘the religious,’
failing to show mercy and compassion to the widow,
fatherless, alien and poor (7:8-10). The LORD makes
it clear through Malachi that He hates divorce, but He
is most concerned about a religious man filled with the
proper, pious words, yet clothed in violence and evil
(Mal 2:16-17).

A Word for the Progressive(Liberal)
“Horizons’..

The progressive is called to return 2aw-“shuv”...
“return!” The standard to which humankind is called
to return is not anything new, a yet-to-be-discovered
way. The calling is backward, to that old Mount Sinai,
and to that old, old covenant that was established
there.

As the nation prepares to go into the land, God’s
exhortation to Joshua could be read as the exhortation
to the entire nation: “Do not let this Book of the Law
depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night,
so that you may be careful to do everything written in
it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” (Josh
1:8). During the “high era” of the prophets, Jeremiah
does not call Israel to some new’ teachings, but to
“...my law and the decrees | set before you and your
fathers.” (Jer 44:10). In the last few words of the entire
Old Testament, the call is not new words. Rather,
“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees
and laws | gave him at Horeb for all Israel (Mal 4:4).



Following the Call To awi-“shuv”, In
View of The Perfect Life, Ministry and
Death of Christ

In our 24" year, we are a community of Christians
wondering about what’s next. This article urges us
to step forward in view of our lexical subject— 2w-
“shuv”. As we do, be invited to see in these shadows,
the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. What does “The
Living Wisdom” say about “heritage” vs. “horizon?”
Does Christ urge, “change” or “not changing?”

Limited by space, consider Christ’s attitude in just
one, particularly poignant phrase—

“I did not come to abolish The Law, but to fulfill it.” (Mt
5:17-18)

The True Soul stepped forward without allying
with one camp or the other—“conservative” or
“progressive(liberal).”

First, see the extraordinary ‘conservatism’ in this
Christ. In His life and ministry, Christ is not abolishing
the Old Testament, but constantly teaching and
applying OT scripture—‘The Law,’ the Torah of Moses,
the Old Testament corpus in general (Mt 4:4,7,10;
5:21,27; 9:12-13; 21:16, 42-44; Mk 10:5-7; 12:29-
31; Lk 4:18-19, 24:27, 44; Jn 15:25). Second, note
Christ’s ‘progressive’ tendency “...to fulfill” The Law.
Christ “filled” Old Testament words with the example
of a radically Kingdom-focused lifestyle (ie. deeds)
that often overthrew the status quo. Christ’s Torah-
life included teaching words with application. But
much more, His life was the teaching—a seen, felt
and applied Torah—that sometimes offended people
who saw faith as something far away, promises only
for a future kept up in heaven.

What is initially surprising, eventually makes sense.
Jewish ‘conservatives’ and ‘liberals’ in Christ’'s day*—
who agree on precious little—find ultimate, deep-
down consensus as far as what to do with Christ.
They release Barabbas. Then, Pilate asks,

“What should | do then, with Jesus who is called
Christ?” (Mt 27:22)

A few hours later, Christ was hanging on a cross.

Christ’s radiant perfection illustrated extravagant
love beyond acceptable theological boundaries,
often shocking ‘the conservative.” Christ’s turn
back to Israel’s tradition made Him suspect, by “the
progressive(liberal)”. Yet, Christ’s obedience resulted
in the radical acceptance of His ministry by His father,
evidenced by approval through words and The Spirit’s
authority (Mt 3:17, 7:28-29, 17:5).

Here in RPS’s 24™ year, we suggest that there is
a divine way forward for the RPS community that
cuts beyond ‘conservative’ or ‘progressive(liberal)’
temperaments— awi-“shuv”. For leadership and a
whole community looking for a way forward, true faith
heads in an old, old direction. Yet, faith must also
guide us into challenging new ways of obedience, as
The Kingdom counter-culture marches at the impulse
of Christ’s love.

Hear the call, then, one last time— =2wi-“shuv!” And
as the RPS community leans into an obedience
that reaches beyond temperament or agenda—
‘conservative’ or ‘progressive’—may Christ Himself
not only come into clearer focus. May Christ continue
to dwell among us.

Milan Tamang
The Old Testament Department

4 Pharisees were a major sect in Christ’s day, leaning ‘conservative.” They had high view of Old Testament ‘Torah’ (Scripture). They spent
their lives looking back to the days of Moses, and reading traditional interpretations of The Law. For the Pharisees, Jesus seemed like a
‘liberal’. Jesus regularly turned to the Old Testament, but His practical, everyday love brought Him into association with people outside
“acceptable boundaries” ie. (1) an immoral Samaritan woman (Jn 4) (2) a Jew who worked within the Roman system (Lk 19) (3) a banquet
of unacceptable people where Mary, a “sinner,” washed Jesus feet with her hair (Lk 7). Sadducees were a second major sect in Christ’s day,
leaning ‘progressive (liberal)’. They concerned themselves with tracing their blood lines of privilege—Aaron, Levites and the priestly class. But
as far as everyday living, rather than antithesis, Sadducees were known for capitulating to the Hellenistic culture of the day. They promoted a

lifestyle of change with the times, as key to the Jewish nation’s future.

25" Anniversary



25 Cljeatrs FHistory of
Reformed &
Presbyterian

Seminary (RPS)

(Previously known as Evangelical
Presbyterian Theological Seminary)

Eld. Menuka Mishra

(Recorded by Eld. Menuka Mishra)

This is a brief story of God’s faithfulness
throughout 25 years in the life of RPS with the
movement “Renewing Minds and Reforming
Churches: The Covenantal Call” in the likeness
of Jesus Christ. RPS is glad to share the history
precisely in this special edition of “Restores
Magazine.” In 2000, RPS was founded by mission
hearted leader from South Korea Rev. Yeonjeong
Kim, and the Nepali church leader Rev. Falgun
Sunuwar for the mission of Nepal with the name
Evangelical Presbyterian Theological Seminary
(EPTS). Rev. Yeonjeong Kim was the founder
chairman, and Rev. Falgun Sunuwar became the
founding principal of the Seminary. It was started
as a night school; students commute from their
own homes and workplaces daily for classes. Its
initial mission was to train pastors and leaders
who wanted to enhance theological knowledge
and for those who were already active in their
ministry inside Kathmandu valley.

In 2002, the mission of the seminary was reinstated
under the supervision of the Nepal Presbyterian
Alliance (NPA). The senior pastors and mission-field
secretary made up the first board of the Seminary,
so they started working together as NPA pastors and
Seminary leaders to develop RPS for training and
producing future evangelists and new church planters
for the ministers of NPA churches. Rev. Yeonjeong
Kim became the first Chairman of the Seminary by
the approval of the board. That year, the Night School
turned into a Day School and started housing students
on the campus. In 2003, the first batch graduated with
11 students from the Night School with a Bachelor of
Theology (BTh) degree offered by the Seminary.

Restorers

In 2004, the first biggest leadership transition took
place in the overall administration of the Seminary. The
founding Principal Rev. Phalgun Sunuwar left the USA
for further studies and he urged Rev. Arbin Pokharel
to assume the full responsibility of the seminary. And
Rev. Arbin, who had committed to only teaching a few
courses, took on the responsibility as the Principal of
the Seminary to develop the Seminary. He assumed
that responsibility for the first 10 years and continues
to lead the Seminary till the present, as it was his
vision to train pastoral leader for Nepali churches.
Meanwhile, Rev. Yeonjeong Kim also left for his further
studies in the ThM program at Calvin Theological
Seminary, while remaining as the Chairman of the
Board and entrusted his responsibilities to Rev. Arbin
(Principal) and Mr. Benjamin Khadka also worked
under the supervision of Rev. Yeonjeong Kim in his
absence. He was a dean and resident in-charge
of a men’s hostel as well as in-charge of the mess
and campus. During that year, the primary mission
of the Seminary was to train evangelists and church
planters for NPA churches, all of which was revised
under the leadership of Rev. Arbin Pokharel (New
Principal) and Rev. Yeonjeong Kim (Chairman). The
scope of its theological education was also opened
to all denominations in Nepal. Initially, the Seminary
offered Theological Education only for male students,
eventually, under the leadership of Rev. Arbin
Pokharel and Mrs. Bimala Shrestha Pokharel strongly
recommended that it offered theological education
to the female students. The Seminary had become
a fully residential school, on a semester basis. It



also took active membership in the ATEN library.
Rev. Yeonjeong Kim returned from his studies with a
Master of Theology (ThM) degree and resumed his
chairmanship in the fall of 2005 and started active
involvement in the welfare and development of the
Seminary as well as teaching the major courses.

In 2006, the Seminary moved from Bagdole, across
the Ring Road to Ekentakuna still on the main
road. The first year in the new campus, the second
batch of 13 students graduated with a Bachelor of
Theology (BTh) degree. In this year, Rev. Chang K.
Suh accepted the proposal of RPS board to be an
International Chairman of RPS. In his period, he and
the Korean Chicago Church supported financially. The
first minor leadership transition took place after Mr.
Benjamin Khadka left for further studies in the Spring
semester and Eld. Suman Rai replaced in his position,
who also served as a registrar for the Seminary. Mr.
Jaywant Das, a PTS graduate also joined RPS as a
full-time teaching faculty with a one-year commitment
and also took the responsibility of the men’s hostel
in-charge that year.

In 2007, Seminary received Ms. Menuka Mishra as a
full-time teaching faculty, and she was appointed also
as women’s dean and women’s residential in-charge.
Meanwhile, a couple from India Mr. Vijay Singh Tagore
and Suchitra Sharma Tagore also joined RPS as full-
time teaching faculty sent by Presbyterian Theological
Seminary (PTS) for a one-year internship. In the same
year, the Seminary became a member of ATA (Asia
Theological Association) and started working towards
ATA accreditation for the Bachelor of Theology degree
program. Rev. Birendra Shrestha (then part-time
faculty) prepared reports under the supervision of
Rev. Arbin Pokharel.

In 2008, the third batch of 12 students graduated
with a Bachelor of Theology (BTh) degree. In the fall
semester, Mr. Benjamin Khadka returned from his
studies and he was appointed as a Vice Principal of
Administration.

In 2009, God showered triple blessing towards the
Seminary. Firstly, we received Rev. Jeff Fisher as an
Academic Dean for six-months (who was preparing for
his PhD program). As an academic dean, he helped to
develop the course curriculum; secondly, the Seminary
was accredited with ATA (Asia Theological Seminary)

for the Bachelor of Theology (BTh) degree and the
fourth batch of 5 students graduated at the same time;
and lastly, but not the least Seminary received about
10,000 plus books from Theological Book Network
(TBN), then RPS Library became the second largest
collection of Theological books in English in Nepal.

In 2010, the Seminary location changed to Saibu
Bhaisipati, Ward No. 25 (present location), and from
here, the fifth batch of eight students graduated with a
Bachelor's degree. The second leadership transition
took place, after Eld. Suman Rai, RPS registrar,
and his family were granted asylum by Denmark
Government for a third-country settlement, as they
were Bhutanese refugees residing in Nepal. We also
received Rev. Troy Bierma from the US as a full-time
faculty and he was appointed as an Academic Dean
appointed by the Seminary board. RPS also received
Eld. Amit Karthak as a full-time teaching faculty
and Mr. Umesh Chemjong as registrar of Seminary.
During this year, Seminary Vision, Mission, and
Values started to refine by SEC and faculty and staff
of RPS. Meanwhile, Rev. Yeonjeong Kim (Chairman)
took leave for doctoral studies in the Spring of 2011,
but he remained as a chairman of the Seminary.

In 2012, the sixth batch of 15 students graduated
with a Bachelor of Theology (BTh) degree. After
completing the doctoral course works in 2012, Rev.
Yeonjeong Kim returned to Seminary and started
working on his dissertation from the Seminary for two
years. The third leadership transition took place after
Rev. Benjamin Khadka asked to resigned from his
position at the Seminary SEC and the board for some
personal reasons. Subsequently, Eld. Amit Karthak
was appointed as Vice-Principal of Administration by
the SEC with approval from the board members. In
his tenor, he worked hard to develop the Seminary
Handbook for Students, Faculty, and Staff to run the
Seminary administration smoothly with the guidance
of SEC. At the same time, Mr. Santosh Khumal joined
RPS as a full-time faculty with two other responsibilities
men’s hostel residential in-charge as well as the mess
in-charge of the Seminary till present.

In 2013, the Seminary graduated the seventh batch
of 13 students with a Bachelor of Theology (BTh)
degree. At the same time, the Seminary received a
refined and clear vision and mission with 10 values
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under the leadership of Rev. Yeonjeong (Chairman),
Rev. Arbin (Principal), and Rev. Troy (Academic
Dean), with all the teaching faculty and staffs.
Eventually, EPTS (RPS) started integrating the vision,
mission, and values into every course and curriculum,
with holistic development for Nepal. During this year,
Ms. Menuka Mishra took two years of study leave and
began her Master of Theology in NT (ThM) program
at Torch Trinity Seminary in Seoul, South Korea, as
part of RPS faculty development.

In 2014, the eighth batch of Eight students graduated
with a Bachelor of Theology (BTh) degree. RPS
received Rev. Jun Kyoung Eo as a full-time faculty
and one of the SEC members. Likewise, Dr. David
Kim also joined hands to partner with RPS to develop
the Church Music department. In this year only, the
Seminary was reaccredited by ATA and started two
new programs, namely, Christian Education (CE)
and Church Music (CM) in the Seminary. This year
Rev. Birendra Shrestha was proposed as a Principal
(understudies) and Eld. Amit Karthak worked also as
an Acting Principal in the absence of the proposed
Principal.

In 2015, Ms. Menuka Mishra returned from her studies
and resumed her work as a full-time faculty with three
different responsibilities: Dean of Women, women’s
hostel residential in-charge, as well as appointed as
EPTS (RPS) Ministry Department Coordinator. On
April 25, Seminary faced a devastating earthquake
of 8.6 rectors, and Seminary had to close down for
three months, and Seminary chapel hall became the
storehouse to supply foods and useful materials for
earthquake relief aid through World Renew, which
later became an INGO. Our students and faculty
were actively involved in volunteer work in partnering
with World Renew. In the same year, the seminary
became one of the consortium members of NTA/
AGSTNP for the Master of Divinity and Master of
Theology program. Amidst the difficulties of the year,
the seminary celebrated the 15th Anniversary of God’s
Faithfulness and published a souvenir magazine of
EPTS (RPS) as well as celebrated Rev. Dr. Yeonjeong
Kim’s doctoral degree. On this occasion, Rev. Arbin
Pokhreal was proposed to become the Chairman of
Seminary by EPTS (RPS) board members.

In 2016, the tenth batch of thirteen students graduated

il Restorers

with a Bachelor of Theology (BTh) degree. This
year the second biggest leadership transition
took place. The founding Chairman of the Seminary
Rev. Dr. Yeonjong Kim transferred all his leadership
roles to Nepali leader Rev. Arbin Pokharel in the
seminary, and he returned back to his home country
to serve as the senior pastor of his home church on
December 2015. Thus, Rev. Arbin Pokhreal became
the Chairman of the Seminary from the Spring 2016.
Eld. Amit Karthak, Principal and Vice-Principal of
Administration left for his further studies and Rev.
Birendra Shrestha resumed as the Principal and
worked in this position for one year while working
alongside with his unfinished doctoral dissertation. At
the same time, Ms. Menuka Mishra was appointed as
a Vice-Principal of the Seminary until the present.

For the Seminary, 2017 became one of the
remarkable years. Firstly, the eleventh batch of
twenty-three students graduated with a BTh degree
(among them 6 from CE, & 3 from CM). This was the
first graduation from Christian Education and Church
Music departments. Secondly, the fourth leadership
transition took place during this time. Rev. Birendra
Shrestha left again to complete his Doctoral studies
in the beginning of Spring 2017. Ms. Menuka Mishra,
who was now the Vice Principal, was asked to take
the responsibilities as an Acting Principal of RPS. It
was the first time such leadership was delegated to a
woman candidate in the Seminary. At the same time,
Rev. Troy Bierma (Academic Dean) left to pursue a
PhD degree, and Rev. Mani Koirala, who had just
returned after his studies at Calvin Seminary in the
US, replaced his position as an Academic Dean of
RPS until the present. The third biggest transition
was the change of the Seminary’s name. On the
occasion of 500 years of Reformation Day (October 31,
2017) Evangelical Presbyterian Theological Seminary
(EPTS) name changed to Reformed & Presbyterian
Seminary (RPS) with the recommendations of the
SEC, the board of directors approved the change of
name.

In 2018, the twelfth batch of twelve students graduated
with a Bachelor of Theology (BTh) degree. During the
occasion of twelfth graduation, RPS launched the 1st
edition of RPS bi-annual magazine called “Restorers.”
The goal of the magazine was to bring theological
education, which RPS is committed to providing, to



the pastors and leaders of the Nepali churches. It
would address the contemporary challenges facing by
the Nepali church. In August 2018, the RPS Principal
Dr. Birendra Shrestha returned with a PhD degree.
He resumed his office as a full-time Principal of the
Seminary. From the Academic year 2018-2019, RPS
started a new program — Master of Divinity (MDiv) with
the purpose “to equip students to become excellent
intellectuals (critical thinkers) for Nepal, excellent
Biblical scholars (academic), and excellent pastors
who love the church.”

In 2019, the thirteen batches of twelve
students graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in
three concentrations: four with B.Th., five with
Christian Education (CE), & three with a Church
Music. On the occasion of the graduation, RPS
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with ACTS/AUTC, South Korea, with a commitment
to the development of faculty and students. At the
same time, Rev. Amit Karthak (former Principal) was
appointed as one of the board members of RPS with
the recommendations of SEC (Seminary Executive
Committee) approved by the RPS board members.
He has been voluntarily teaching and helping the
seminary through media ministry as an active
member of the board. In this year only, RPS released
the 2nd and 3rd editions of Restorer magazine with
two important topics: “False Teachers and Teachings
in Nepal” and “Christian Ethics: Marriage and Family.”

In 2020, RPS celebrated 20th years of God’s
faithfulness with the theme of “Renewing Minds
& Reforming Churches.” Initially, RPS planned to
celebrate throughout the year with the above theme,
but due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, most of the
programs had to be canceled. However, SEC planned
to have five days of virtual celebration with RPS
alumni, current students, faculty, the international
community, and the RPS family Christmas. We had a
successfully five days celebration virtually.

RPS's biggest achievements in 2020: At the
beginning of the Spring Semester 2020 RPS
was reaccredited with three bachelor’s programs
(Bachelor of Theology, Bachelor of Theology in
Christian Education and Church Music) with ATA, and
RPS also received a new accreditation for Master of
Divinity (MDiv) degree program from the ATA. From

March 23, 2020, due to COVID 19, Seminary sent all
the student home and after few weeks started online
classes for students and finished the spring semester
with relative success. In May 2020 the RPS President
of the board received his doctorate degree from
Fuller Theological Seminary, USA. RPS published
its 4th edition of the Restorers magazine, this time
only a digital version, titled “Urgency of Theological
Education in Nepal” keeping in mind the need of the
Nepali church and twenty-years of our contributions
to it.

With these great achievements, RPS started the
Fall Semester on August 20, 2020, online through
various mediums (ZOOM, FB Messenger, Google
Classrooms, LOOM, etc.). During this Semester,
RPS released the 4th edition of Restorers Magazine
digitally. And the special 5th edition of RPS Restorers
Magazine will be published with the topic “20 Years
of Renewing Minds and Reformation Churches.”
On the final of the five-day-celebration, we plan a
Christmas celebration as well as releasing of the 20th
Anniversary magazine. The graduation of the 14th
batch of eighteen students is postponed to May 2021
due to COVID 19 pandemic.

The above history recounts God’s faithfulness towards
the RPS as we put in our small efforts, reminding us
that God is at work in all the affairs of the Seminary
life and its future. Ultimately, God is the source and
wisdom of RPS as a “church school” that seek to
serve the church, and through our vision, mission,
and values, we see God has been actively “Renewing
Minds and Reforming Churches” across Nepal. We
are certain, He will remain faithful.

For RPS, 2021 was a significant year, despite the
challenges of the pandemic, we successfully held a
joint online graduation for the 14th (18 students) and
15th (15 students) batches from our three bachelor's
programs — quite an achievement to navigate that
transition to a virtual ceremony. The year also
marked a notable leadership transition: Rev. Dr.
Arbin Pokharel completed his term as a chairman
of the RPS board according to the RPS Bylaws
and remains as one of the board of directors. In his
position Rev. Dr. Mahendra Bhattarai elected as a
board chairman by the RPS board members on July
25, 2021. The board also proposed Dr. David Kim to
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be a board member of RPS as he was developing
the Church Music department from 2014. This year, it
was interesting to see the hybrid approach to classes,
welcoming new students physically while continuing
online learning for returning students. Releasing the
6th edition of Restorers Magazine and celebrating pre-
Christmas both online and physically also highlight
the Seminary's continued activities and community
engagement despite the circumstances.

The year 2022 marked the graduation of the 16th
batch of students, comprising a total of 10 individuals.
This cohort included 8 bachelor’s level graduates,
distributed across Theology (Th-3), Christian
Education (CE-2), and Church Music (CM-3) programs,
alongside 2 master’s level students from the Master
of Divinity (MDiv) program. This graduation held
particular significance as it celebrated the seminary’s
first batch of master’s level graduates. Adding to this
milestone, Mr. Subin Limbu successfully defended his
master’s thesis, a testament to the growing academic
rigor of the institution’s advanced programs. This
well-written thesis was a noteworthy achievement for
both the student and the seminary. However, the year
was also marked by a profound and sudden loss. The
community was deeply shocked by the unexpected
passing of the Principal, Dr. Birendra Shrestha, on
February 13, 2022, due to a massive heart attack.
This sudden loss created a significant leadership
vacuum within the institution. In response, the RPS
board swiftly appointed Rev. Mani Koirala as the new
Principal on February 28, 2022. Demonstrating his
commitment to the seminary, Rev. Koirala took on
the dual responsibilities of Principal and Academic
Dean, effectively wearing “two caps” to ensure the
smooth continuation of the institution’s academic
and administrative functions during this challenging
period. The graduation of the first master’s level
students and the successful thesis defense by Mr.
Limbu stand as historic moments for the seminary,
signifying the growth and maturity of its academic
offerings. Yet, these achievements were juxtaposed
with the significant leadership transition necessitated
by the untimely passing of the Principal.

In 2023, the seminary celebrated the graduation of
its 17th batch, a larger cohort of 15 students. This
batch included 12 graduates from the bachelor's
program and 3 graduates from the master's program,

il Restorers

indicating continued growth in both undergraduate
and postgraduate studies. The year also witnessed
another leadership transition. Rev. Mani Koirala, who
had stepped in to fill the Principal role, resigned from
his dual position due to health concerns on July 2025.
Consequently, on September 12, 2023, the RPS
board reinstalled Rev. Amit Karthak as the Principal.
Rev. Karthak brought prior experience in this role,
providing a sense of stability and familiarity to the
leadership. Simultaneously, Rev. MT was appointed
as the new Academic Dean, signifying a restructuring
of academic leadership within the seminary. Beyond
academic and administrative matters, 2023 saw
the seminary engage with theological reflection
and outreach. On the occasion of Reformation, the
7th edition of the "RPS Restorers" magazine was
released. This edition centered on the theme of "In
the Spirit and Truth: Unveiling the Transformative
Essence of Worship." The content of this edition
was largely derived from presentations delivered at
the Crossway Worship Renewal Conference held
earlier in the year (March 20-23, 2023), indicating
the seminary's engagement with contemporary
discussions on worship and its desire to disseminate
these insights through its publication.

In 2024, the overarching theme for the year was
"Heritage and Horizon," suggesting a focus on both
honoring the institution's past and looking forward
to its future development. A significant achievement
of the year was the "Alumni Homecoming 2024,"
which witnessed the largest gathering of RPS
alumni and their families to date. Held on May 27-
28, 2024, this event highlighted the growing strength
and engagement of the RPS Alumni Association.
This homecoming served as a vital platform for
reconnecting former students, fostering a sense of
community, and strengthening ties with the institution.
Faculty development also took center stage in 2024.
A majority of the faculty members participated in and
completed the GATE Seminar organized by the Asia
Theological Association (ATA) from January 8-11,
2024. This participation underscores the seminary's
commitment to the ongoing professional growth
and development of its faculty. Furthermore, senior
students had the opportunity to participate in the
Crossway Worship Renewal Conference (CWRC)
from April 14-17, 2024, indicating the seminary's
continued engagement with contemporary worship



practices and its desire to expose students to relevant
theological discussions beyond the classroom. This
year Mrs. Sabina Thapa joined as full-time faculty with
additional responsibility of an assistant academic dean
and coordinator of Christian education department.

The year 2025 marks a significant milestone for
the institution as it celebrates its 25th Anniversary
(Silver Jubilee) under the theme: "The Covenantal
Call." This theme likely reflects on the faithfulness
of God throughout the seminary's history and its
ongoing mission. The academic year culminates
with the graduation of the 18th and 19th batches
on May 22, 2025. This combined graduation will
see 16 bachelor's students (BTh-8/CE-6/CM-2) and
2 master's students (MDiv) receiving their degrees.
Notably, the two master's level students successfully
defended their theses, and these scholarly works
have been added to the RPS library prior to their
graduation, further enriching the seminary's academic
resources. In the mid of the semester RPS had the
opportunity to participate in the Crossway Worship
Renewal Conference (CWRC) with the theme of
“Spiritual Foundation for Nepali Church” from April
14-17, 2025, indicating the seminary's continued
engagement with contemporary worship and spiritual
practices and its desire to expose faculties and
students to relevant theological discussions beyond
the classroom. Similarly, RPS actively participated
in a two-day Spiritual Life Retreat organized by the
Association of Graduate Theological Seminaries
in Nepal (AGSTNP) alongside its ATA Consortium
partners. This participation highlights the seminary's
commitment to the spiritual formation of its community
andits collaborative engagement with other theological
institutions in the region.

The RPS Alumni Association, in partnership with the
seminary, is organizing an "RPS Homecoming Day"
celebration for alumni on May 21, 2025. This event
is strategically timed to coincide with the Seminary's
25th Anniversary and the 18th Graduation celebration,
providing a comprehensive opportunity for alumni to
reconnect and celebrate the institution's significant
achievements. Another leadership transition occurred
in 2025, with Rev. Jun EO taking a one-year sabbatical
break. During his absence, his responsibilities have

been delegated to AK/RM (SLR) and SS (CE),
ensuring the continuity of leadership functions within
the seminary. The year has also brought significant
institutional achievements. In the Spring Semester
of 2025, RPS achieved reaccreditation for its
bachelor's programs (BTh, BTh in CE, and BTh in
CM) and its master's program (MDiv) with the Asia
Theological Association (ATA) for another five years
(2025-2030). This fourth reaccreditation underscores
the seminary's sustained commitment to academic
quality and standards recognized by a prominent
theological accrediting body. The celebration of the
"Silver Jubilee" is a testament to God's grace and the
resilience of the institution in the face of numerous
challenges and hardships encountered over its 25
years of existence. Adding to the significance of
this milestone, Rev. Dr. Yeonjeon Kim, the founding
chairman of RPS, has been invited as a special guest
for the anniversary celebrations. To commemorate
this special occasion, the "RPS Restorers" magazine
will publish a 25th Anniversary Special Issue — the
"RPS Souvenir" — which is scheduled for release on
May 22, 2025. This publication will likely serve as a
historical record, a celebration of achievements, and
a look towards the future of the institution.

From its initial vision to its current standing as a fully
accredited seminary offering both bachelor's and
master's level programs, the journey of Reformed &
Presbyterian Seminary is a testament to the dedication
of its founders, leaders, faculty, and students. Its
commitment to training pastors, evangelists, church
planters, and Christian leaders, its resilience in the
face of challenges, and its ongoing engagement
with the Nepali church and the wider theological
community mark it as a vital institution with a promising
future. Thus, RPS 25 years history recounts God’s
faithfulness towards the RPS as we put in our small
efforts, reminding us that God is at work in all the
affairs of the Seminary life and its future. Ultimately,
God is the source and wisdom of RPS as a “church
school” that seek to serve the church, and through our
vision, mission, and values, we are called by God, and
we see God has been actively “Renewing Minds and
Reforming Churches” across Nepal. We are certain,
He will remain faithful. Amen!
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Milestones of Reformed &
Presbyterian Seminary (RPS)

(Previously known as EPTS) Recorded by Eld. Menuka Mishra
w

2000 <«9» EPTS (RPS) started as a Night School

Initial Mission: Initial to train Pastors and Leaders who wanted to enhance theological

knowledge and for those who are already and active in their ministry inside Kathmandu valley
Founder: Rev. Yeonjeong Kim (Chairman) & Rev. Phalgun Sunuwar (Principal)

2002 Mission of Seminary Restated under the Supervision of NPA:
m  Started working with Nepal Presbyterian Alliance (NPA)

m pastors and leaders to develop EPTS (RPS) for purpose of training and producing future
evangelists and new church planters for the ministries of NPA

m All the representatives of NPA churches acted as the board members and the teaching
faculty of the Seminary, Rev. Yeonjeong Kim became the founding Chairman of the Seminary

= Night school turned to Day school and started housing students on the campus.

2003 <«9» 1stBatch Graduated with 11 Students from Night School with B.Th degree

2004 <I> First Biggest Leadership Transition:

= Rev. Phalgun Sunuwar left for further (ThM) studies and he delegated the responsibility to
Rev. Arbin Pokharel entirely. He became the 2nd Principal of EPTS.

= Rev. Yeonjeong Kim remains as Chairman of the Board but he also left for his further (ThM)
studies at Calvin Seminary. Mr. Benjamin Khadka was working under the supervision of
Rev. Yeonjeong Kim in his absence.

Mission of Seminary Revised: Under the leadership of Rev. Arbin Pokharel
® (Principal) & Rev.Yeonjeong Kim (Chairman of the Board)

= Primary to train evangelist and church planters for NPA Churches. However, it was also
opened to other denominations.

= The seminary became an active member of the ATEN library

® Female students also included in the Theological Education under the leadership of Rev.
Arbin Pokharel and Mrs. Bimala Pokharel

®m  The seminary became fully residential with a Semester system of studies

2005 <«%» Rev. Yeonjeong Kim returned from his studies and resumed his Chairmanship
2006 <I> 2nd Batch Graduated with 13 Students with B. Th degree

= Seminary location change from Bagdole to Ekentakuna (Main Road)

m Leadership Transition: Mr. Benjamin Khadka left for further studies and Eld. Suman Rai
replaced in his position and also work as a registrar

Restorers
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= Mr. Jaywant Das from India joined EPTS as full-time faculty and also took the responsibility
of hostel warden for boys

= Rev. Chang K. Suh, accepted the proposal of the RPS board to be an International Chairman
from Korean Church of Chicago. He and the Korean Church of Chicago were faithful in
supporting financially and in prayer for many years.

Seminary became the member of ATA (Asia Theological Association)
3rd Batch Graduated with 12 Students

= Mr. Benjamin Khadka returned from his studies and he was appointed as a Vice Principal
of Administration

4th Batch Graduated with 5 Students

= Seminary was Accredited with ATA (Asia Theological Seminary)

= Seminary received 10,000+ books from TBN, US for our Library development
= Seminary received Rev. Jeff Fisher as an Academic Dean for six-months

5th Batch Graduated with 8 Students

Vision & Mission: Started to refine the vision and mission of Seminary under the leadership of
Rev. Yeonjeong Kim, Rev. Arbin Pokharel, Rev. Troy Bierma, and all the faculty

= Leadership Transition: Eld. Suman Rai, registrar of EPTS (RPS) taken by DM Government
for third country settlement as they were Bhutanese refugee in Nepal

®  Seminary location change from Ekantakuna to Saibu Bhsaipati

= Seminary appointed Rev. Troy Beirma as an Academic Dean

= Seminary appointed Eld. Amit Karthak as a full-time teaching faculty

= Seminary appointed Mr. Umesh Chemjong as a registrar in place of Eld. Suman Rai

Study Leave - Rev. Yeonjeong Kim left for Doctoral Studies. However, he remained as a

Chairman of the Seminary

6th Batch Graduated with 15 Students with B.Th degree

= Rev. Yeonjeong Kim returned to Seminary after finishing his doctoral course works and
started working on his doctoral dissertation from Seminary (EPTS)

= Leadership Transition: Rev. Benjamin Khadka resigned from his position and Eld. Amit
Karthak was appointed as Vice-Principal of Administration

7th Batch Graduated with 11 Students with B.Th degree

= Seminary got refined and clear Vision and Mission with 10 Values under the leadership
of Chairman (Rev. Yeonjeong Kim), Principal (Rev. Arbin Pokharel), Academic Dean (Rev.
Troy Beirma), and all the faculties

= Ms. Menuka Mishra went for ThM studies and one of her responsibilities as ladies’ hostel
residential in-charge were taken by a couple of women (??, Ms. Utsha Rai and Mrs. Sobha
Sunuwar)

8th Batch Graduated with 8 Students with B.Th degree

® Reaccredited the B.Th program with ATA (Asia Theological Association)

m  Started CE (Christian Education) & CM (Church Music) departments under the leadership
of Rev. Yeonjeong Kim, Dr. David Kim and Rev. Jun Eo

= Rev. Birendra Shrestha was proposed as a Principal (understudies) and Eld. Amit Karthak
worked also as an Acting Principal (in the absence of the proposed Principal)
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49» 9th Batch Graduated with 8 Students with B.Th degree

Seminary faced a devastating earthquake and Seminary has to close for three months
and seminary chapel hall became the storehouse to supply foods and useful materials for
earthquake victims.

The seminary became one of the consortium members of NTA/AGSTNP for the Master of
Divinity and Master of Theology program.

EPTS (RPS) celebrated the 15th years of God’s Faithfulness and published 15 years
souvenir of EPTS (RPS)

Rev. Arbin Pokhreal was proposed as a Chairman of Seminary by EPTS (RPS) board
members.

10th Batch Graduated with 13 Students with B.Th degree
Second Biggest Leadership Transition:

Founding Chairman Rev. Yeonjong Kim delegated his leadership to Rev. Arbin Pokharel and
he left for his home country to serve as a senior pastor of his home church. Thus, Rev. Arbin
Pokhreal became the Chairman of the Seminary.

Eld. Amit Karthak (Principal and Vice-Principal of Administration) step down from his position
in the beginning of Spring 2016 for further studies (ThM) and Rev. Birendra Shrestha
resumed as a Principal and served in this position for one year.

Ms. Menuka Mishra appointed as a Vice Principal of Seminary until the present.

<49» 11th Batch Graduated with 23 Students with B.Th degree (Concentration: 6- CE & 3-CM)

Leadership Transition: Rev. Birendra Shrestha left to finished his Doctoral studies in the
beginning of Spring 2017, and Ms. Menuka Mishra took the responsibilities of both Acting
Principal and Vice-Principal of RPS. Seminary was entrusted to Woman leadership for the
first time in RPS history.

Rev. Troy Bierma (Academic Dean) left to pursue a Ph.D. degree during the fall semester
and Rev. Mani Koirala replaced his position as an Academic Dean of RPS.

Third Biggest Transition: Seminary Name Change: On the occasion of 500

years of Reformation Day (October 31, 2017) Evangelical Presbyterian Theological
Seminary (EPTS) name changed to Reformed & Presbyterian Seminary (RPS) with the
approval of the Seminary board.

12th Batch Graduated with 12 Students with B.Th degree

Dr. Birendra Shrestha returned from his studies and started serving as a full-time Principal
of RPS from August 2018.

New Program started — Master of Divinity (MDiv) program at RPS

RPS launched the 1st edition of RPS Restorers Magazine on the topic of “New Constitution
and Its Implication on Nepali Local Churche

49> 13th Batch Graduated with 12 Students (Concentration:5-CE &3-CM)
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RPS has signed the MoU with ACTS/AUTC, South Korea

Rev. Amit Karthak (former Principal) has appointed as one of the Board members of RPS
with the approval of SEC (Seminary Executive Committee) and the RPS Board Members
RPS released 2nd edition (False Teachers and Teachings in Nepal) and 3rd edition (Christian
Ethics: Marriage and Family) of RPS Restorers Magazine
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2021 <>
2022 49>
2023 49>

RPS 20th Anniversary Theme: RPS 20th Years of Renewing Minds &

Reforming Churches

= RPS celebrated 20 years of completion with a series of programs throughout the year of
2020 virtually due to COVID 19 pandemic.

Biggest Achievements: At the beginning of the Spring Semester 2020 RPS is

® reaccredited with bachelor’s programs (B.Th and B.Th in CE and CM) with ATA and also got
new accreditation for our master’s program (MDiv) with ATA (Asia Theological Association)

= From March 23, 2020, due to COVID 19, Seminary started Online classes for students and
finished the spring semester with success

= Seminary started Fall Semester from August 20, 2020, via online classes.

= RPS released the 4th edition of Digital Restorers Magazine on Spring Semester due to
lockdown.

= RPS Restorers Magazine on 20th Anniversary Special Issue (5th edition) published on
December 17, 2020, during our pre-Christmas and RPS 20th Year Celebration.

14th (18 students) and 15th (15 students) batches graduated together due to pandemic

from three bachelor’s programs

= Seminary experienced for the first-time online graduation for two batches of students online.
It was a blessed and successful graduation online.

Fourth Biggest Leadership Transition:

= Rev. Dr. Arbin Pokharel completed his term as a chairman of the RPS board according to the
RPS Bylaws and remain as one of the board of directors. In his position Rev. Dr. Mahendra
Bhattarai elected as a board chairman by the RPS board members on July 25, 2021.

= We stated classes physical at RPS campus for new students and for old students online
due to COVID-19.

= RPS released the 6th edition of Restorers Magazine
= We also celebrated the pre-Christmas both online and physical

16th Batched Graduated with 10 Students - 8 bachelor’s level (Th-3/CE-2/CM-3) and 2
master’s level (MDiv) students

m Leadership Transition: Dr. Birendra Shrestha’s (Principal) sudden death on February 13,
2022, due to his massive heart attack leaving the community shocked. However, in the
meantime, Rev. Mani Koirala was appointed as a Principal by RPS board on February 28,
2022. He took the two caps on his head as an academic dean and a Principal by accepting
the situation of RPS.

®  Seminary historic moments to commemorate a first batch Master’s level (MDiv) graduation
and receive one-well written master’s thesis from Mr. Subin Limbu by successfully defending
his thesis.

17th Batched Graduated with 15 Students from the bachelor’s program (12 students)

and master’s (3 students) program.

® Leadership Transition: Rev. Mani Koirala resigned from his two-digitation due to his health
issues during the end of Spring 2023. Thus, the RPS board reinstalled Rev. Amit Karthak
as the Principal who has already experience in this field previously, and Rev. MT as new
Academic Dean on September 12, 2023, officially.

25" Anniversary



On the occasion of Reformation, we had released the 7th edition of RPS Restorers magazine
on the theme of “In the Spirit and Truth: Unveiling the Transformative Essence of Worship.”
This edition was mostly done from the Crossway Worship Renewal Conference presentation
held on March 20-23, 2023.

2024 49» Theme of the Year: Heritage and Horizon

Biggest Achievements:

Alumni Homecoming 2024 — biggest number of RPS alumni with their family participated
the “Alumni Homecoming” on May 27-28, 2024. RPS Alumni Association becoming stronger
eventually

ATA/GATE Seminar Year 4 - most of faculty participated and completed the GATE Seminar
organized by ATA on January 8-11, 2024 (faculty development program)

Senior students participated in the Crossway Worship Renewal Conference (CWRC) on
April 14-17, 2024

RPS received Mrs. Sabina Thapa as an Academic Dean’s Assistant and Coordinator for
Christian Education program.

2025 <«4¢» RPS 25th Anniversary Theme: The Covenantal Call

Restorers

18th and 19th batches students are graduating on May 22, 2025:16 bachelor’s students
(BTh-8/CE-6/CM-2) and 2 master’s students (MDiv). The two master’s level students have
successfully defended their thesis and two MDiv theses are included in the RPS library
before their graduation.

RPS participated in the Crossway Worship Renewal Conference 2025(CWRC) on April 14-
17, 2025

RPS attended the two days Spiritual Life Retreat organized by AGSTNP with their ATA
Consortium partners on April 26-27, 2025

RPS Homecoming Day celebration for RPS alumni on May 21, 2025 organized by RPS
Alumni Association partnering with RPS on the occasion of Seminary 25th Anniversary and
18th Graduation celebration.

Leadership Transition: Rev. Jun EO went on a one-year sabbatical break by delegating
his responsibilities to AK/RM (Spiritual Life)/ST (Christian Education)

Biggest Achievements:

In the Spring Semester 2025, RPS is reaccredited for the fourth times with bachelor’s
programs (BTh and BTh in CE and CM) and master’s program (MDiv) in English with ATA
(Asia Theological Association) for five more years (2025-2030).

RPS is celebrating “Silver Jubilee” by the grace of God in spite of many challenges and
hardships throughout 25 years of existence. Rev. Dr. Yeonjeon Kim, the founding chairman
of RPS is invited as a special guest for this celebration.

RPS Restorers Magazine on 25th Anniversary Special Issue — RPS Souvenir will be
published on May 22, 2025.



Heritage & Horizon.
Isaiah 43:18-19

Group 1: Santosh Stha, Bandhana, Nishan, Daniel, Sabina, Romgen, and Nabin

Symbol: Candlelight

1.

It symbolizes letting go of the past and releasing
old burdens and failures that show hope in the
dark. As a candle consumes wax and gives light.
However, the candle serves as a reminder of
God's promise to bring new things, hope, and joy
into our lives. It can be considered a source of
hope in times of darkness. It is like God's promise
to restores our barren lives.

Here the candlelight refers to Jesus who is the
light of the World and he is the source of light.

Amid the darkness where darkness has not
overcome it (John 1:5). As God is the source of
the light in the darkness, as he provides the light
we can be also a source of hope for others by
doing good deeds and being a good example for
them.

Therefore, just as a candle consumes wax and
turns to light, so God is always a faithful who
shows His goodness to us. God renews us where
we can find hope in the midst of the darkness of
our lives.
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Group 2: Jagadish Jalan KC, Aashish B.K, Anita Sunuwar, Sarthak B.k,
Bal Bahadur Fagami and Sushila Yonjan

Description: The verse lIsaiah 43:18 tells us to
forget the former things and not to dwell on the
past whatever happens in the world and around us.
However, the verse directly connects with the context
of that time, especially to the chosen nation called
Israelites likewise it applies to our context today as
a meaningful and majestic command. It gives us the
great command to be reformed by the faith in Christ.

However, verse 19 is dedicated to God's plan,
covenant, and providence to Israelites, to the chosen
nation for Christ and His Great Kingdom. Likewise, we
are the chosen nation and elected for the Kingdom
of God. All the covenants, promises, and prophesy
have been completed by the life of Jesus Christ. But
the word still increases and gives hope for tomorrow,
the Second Coming of Christ, and Eternal Life in the
future. The creation has fallen by sin but it is restoring

Restorers Magazine Vol. VIII

through the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross and the
Work of the Holy Spirit for the elected people who are
saved by faith in Christ. So we are waiting for heritage
to see beautiful horizons by the providence of God.

Therefore, the idea of art is to see the Heritage to
the Horizons of the country Nepal. Our theme of the
art is to fulfill God's plan for Nepal from east to west
and north to south through the work and guidance of
the Holy Spirit through our generation and especially
through us. Our feet are hurry to run for the sake of the
Gospel. Our hearts desire to save our people in Nepal
through the faith in Christ. We are not just looking for
Nepali in Nepal but we want to see all the world may
be save in Christ through the Special Grace of God.
Finally, we are hopeful to see Heritage to the beautiful
Horizons about the earth and people here as verse 19
tells us, See | am doing a new thing.



Group 3: Chahana Bk, Alisha Tharu, Ram Bohora, Binaya Praja, Santosh Tamang,

Subash Tamang

Theme: Look toward the Lord, He is our Hope and
Comfort.

When we look back, we experienced pandemic of
COVID 19 and its worldwide effects. Recently going
war between Russia and Ukraine, Israel and Hamas we
don't want to remember it. In present context of Nepal,
we see increasing unstable politics, corruption, and
black marketing. Nepali youths are compelled to set
goals to go abroad to have a better life and education
because they felt there is no security, opportunity, and
hope in this country.

Flying dove bringing olive branches: We drew this
picture from Noah’s story. Noah sees hope to survive
on earth when he knew that water level was now
receded and life can be flourished again in the land.
Dove pictures the messenger, it is the Holy Spirit who
brings hope for every individual and the whole creation.

Globe: It refers that the whole world needs cure and
restoration not only the individuals.

Bible verse: Isaiah 43:18-19 point toward the ultimate source of human hope. Chaos to Shalom comes from

the Lord only not by the hard work of an individual.

Upholding hands: God is working among us. We are assured that we are still alive in the world by His grace.

God’s Spirit leads and upholds his creation.

Group 4: Anil Rai, Yabesh Koinch, Priska Koirala, Prakash B.K, Dinesh Praja

Heritage and Horizon was the yearly theme of RPS in
2024 which was based on Bible verse (Isaiah 43:18—
19).

As we worked in a group, we named it “Berean” and
we love to describe this picture through our own
perspective. The core message of this picture is to
emphasize the new beginning and divine transformation
form the past misfortunes. It also emphasizes not to
linger on past misfortune because God is creating hope
and establishing a path as a fresh start, where it seems
to be no way for further.

This picture talks about those who went through their
hard times of suffering and were persecuted for the
God. So, it delivers hope to those who were weary and
burdened (Matt.11:28) because we live by faith, not
by sight (2 Cor.5:7), and that’s what this picture talks
about.
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Group 5: Santa Tamang, Amar Majhi, Bina Majhi, Gyan Lama, Bhupendra B.K., Smita Rai,

Sangkhai Lama, Krishna Shahi

If we look to the Christian history of Nepal, we find
the gospel and the church was not easy as we see
today. Right after gospel was entered to Nepal, few
Christians and missionaries were being exiled in 18™
century and the gospel was completely banned for 2
hundred years.

By the grace of God, again gospel was entered
in 1951 A.D. and the growth of the church begun
despite many persecutions. Nepal is geographically
and culturally diverse; therefore gospel is still need to
reach to the many unreached people.

As our theme (heritage and horizon) Isaiah 43:18-19,
God wants us not to abide in the past but to live with
the trust and hope in His promise. In RPS students
are from distinct cultures and from various parts of
Nepal. It is not a coincidence but the sovereign plan
of God.

In this art, a person is holding Nepal with the cross.
It shows that every single believer is to take part in
the mission of God to expand His kingdom to every
corner of Nepal. This is possible when we do not dwell
in our past but look forward with the hope that God is
going to do new thing.

Group 6: Prabina Jarga Sunuwar, Sita Moktan, Kevin Thapa, Rabi Rai

“God is Faithful”

This picture shows that a father is holding his son’s
hand. They are in the journey. They have to go
through ups and downs in their journey but the father
is always with his son. God the Father is also like
this father. He leads us till the end. ‘The Faithful God
is called ‘El Emunah’ in Hebrew who is the God of
the present, past, and future. Everyone might have
different stories but He is always faithful. He fulfills
his promise in each story. He is a ‘Covenant Faithful
God’. Whether we see Him or not He is working in
our lives, and is always with us. He never leaves us
nor forsakes us, He leads us as the faithful Father
holding our hands till the end. Thus, we need to trust
our God in every circumstances, worship Him for his
faithfulness, and come back to Him who is loving and
forgiving.
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Church music

and Education for
Spiritual Formation

Church music and Education for spiritual formation
Reformed and presbyterian Seminary (RPS) &I Tsid
STl AFEHT |, Aeid AR Church Music (CM)
department &1 THaTE TRHIARATS =418 ¥ RPS 1%
ETiee ITSTRTHAT qAT FETE ST T ATeag | WA auaT
fefewear ga afe eiTer TRaYave! ATsmHear RPS gt
TGP | TG RPS fafireT qurel quefasear afaraer
T avedr g ¥ fafa=T e weTsT FHes IEed
@ | RPS &1 %o & Sel Theological Education
1 ATIATA BT spiritual life, social life & holistic life
ATE 9 Heed faT, T9drg qTeR fad aTdrERues ger
TS #TEEdl T | Church Music Department 9 <T@
TR Tk &1 | ETHT SATSEsH] ATITHT music o &THT
spiritual life/formation T s ZeT JIiHepT @bl &TH
Heqd T 949l | Theological education &1 AT€Ta
Music Education I 3fd# Heeadul g7 qUHT RPS o
R094HT Bachelor of Theology in Church Music T
QAT AT | g WHYERATS gegars fagl 99
Dr. Kim David<iTé RPS AT Church Music I% T+eTg
29 faAwdT | Church Music #T 8T Introduction to
CM, Worship Theologhy, Music Ministry, Hymnology,
Music Education, Practical Music & Technology g
course 8¢ TaATT T4 ATSEHT ©f | &THT TH FHoloTal
fafqe=1 &=HT T8ar 9T THAUET music teacher 3RT
gfeteror fagey | eTET Arar |, G eriEe qeers
RHYAR [ UH qae SR &l ¥ AAqATs aTHI Ale
¥ atedd RremgRT qwHeaRe! Afewred Wi ganr 1=
TF |

THT TATEET Wd Ui @, eTHIel fae I &7 99 e
Z¥ep e W W Fene 7g we gl ax |hTa
faaa =T eriiee @fd sie fagar | et qugetEr
fq gt sfa 9o, ovd |@wiq, 3o a1 [, Icme

Ranjit Magar
CM Department

a1 ferar anfe eve sraeuman ey Gfrqwr g@w @
2OS AN 999 Yerg ¥ WIHAT W& ZATgEvel U3el
AT 21 | W Uger O qwaHn fasy gar afems
qrS HZT THE BT Sa-8Tell & ISe, | gaTs Saa
IRTT U ATHT ATAT &1 | T’ SiaqT qiTd IRHeER
gfq eT9r afiTeread gehe T UFeT HIEAH 9UH T | AT
ANTAS RHYARET ATTF @ T BTHI AMCHE JigHT
Hecd Ul ST9E G B | ETHr AT e FE ear
STl TS I &1 W ETHIS J9eTE |ie qeehr
e ¥ faeprae =i @ |

TS T3 TRHYAT YR ARTIATR] T HURT HRI
TNTAeTS qRETaRH! Afg T AT ST=Tai Avdierd ST
TART T ST G | NI TIar ATfaqerell J1eaH &l STae
aiivaars afwe g GiTaEr TR YEu TS
FICETET e8| 9 3918 ANTasharesar afe argatas
foremm &7 W& B | Rrar & 9= 98l A SRT
iU gaus | i &Rt & HRoe & Y AT
Tl RTET % ATNRED! BTl @bl & | HRTAHT e,
TeT, aAT, R1er e FREe qhdl &5 | AT el
TATe ANTAESHT ETHIS fad #aT avqeedT IRHYATH
AieHT g7 FET g e G | T UT THLET AR
E AT AR B GNTTAT Fen gl | eTdl &
a1 g3 fF BTier S TeEl o FRErE QU F9ET g
TIHT JART T AEALAF T, | THIA [GATH g
ITER GNTAATS BTHIer Tl JavHT @R g=itda ¥ afe
ARFHT AATIAATS BTHIS RreaT foad 14T 35

®ft g AT WA ToTa STl ITAETHT RPS college
ATE ITHTEAT FHT T4 ¥ FEI0T FHT JHiEsars Music
Education fae drcames & T e Afe TG |
geIaTg |
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Faculty: The Hidden
Curriculum Shaping Leaders
in Theological Institutions

<

The composition of faculty extends beyond their
formal teaching responsibilities; they inherently form a
powerful, often unspoken, curriculum within theological
institutions. Their lives serve as tangible examples of
leadership for local churches and broader communities.
For the past four years (2018-2020, 2024), the ATA and
GATE Faculty Workshop has increasingly emphasized
this crucial aspect, driven by a concern that theological
seminaries and colleges have, in recent years, struggled
to cultivate leaders of authentic character for local
churches and communities. As Glenn Geher wisely
noted, “the future of this Nation depends on teachers”
(Geher, 2017). This article builds upon this premise,
asserting that the future vitality of our local churches
and communities is intrinsically linked to the caliber of
the teaching faculty within theological seminaries and
colleges. Indeed, these institutions play a pivotal role in
shaping the future pastors, leaders, and educators who
will serve our communities. Consequently, the purpose
of this article is to underscore the paramount importance
of recruiting faculty for theological seminaries who are
equally qualified in their character and their educational
expertise. Specifically, this discussion will focus on these
two critical dimensions: the character and the educational
professions of the faculty. Ultimately, the conclusion will
offer implications for seminaries in Nepal and beyond,
advocating for a deliberate approach to recruiting faculty
who embody both strong character and professional
excellence for the training of future pastors, leaders, and

Introduction

educators for their local churches and communities.

The Character of Teachers of Scripture

The character of those entrusted to teach Scripture is
deeply rooted in their sense of calling, their unwavering
commitment, and their evident morality and love for
their vocation. This section will first explore the calling
and commitment inherent in teaching Scripture.
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Subsequently, it will delve into the crucial aspects of
morality and a genuine love for the profession as a
teacher of God’s Word.

Calling and Commitment

As teachers of Scripture, our fundamental calling is to
know, profess, practice, and subsequently commit to
teaching the truth found within its pages and exemplified
through our lives. Understanding our personal calling as
an instructor of Scripture is vital. At its core, a profound
love for the divine Author of Scripture and His very
Words authenticates one’s calling and commitment to
this sacred task. This love is directly proportional to the
personal knowledge one has of Him and His Word. Jesus
himself rebuked the teachers of his time, stating, “Isaiah
was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as
it is written: ‘These people honor me with their lips, but
their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain;
their teachings are merely human rules” (Mark 7:6-7).
This powerful statement reveals a critical insight: these
teachers may have embraced their profession, yet they
had neglected to cultivate a genuine love for the divine
Author and His Word, instead twisting Scripture into
self-serving human constructs for personal gain and
judgment of others.

The commitment of teachers of Scripture to impart truth
is inseparably linked to their personal relationship with
God, their open profession of faith in Him and His Word,
and their consistent effort to live in accordance with
divine principles, thereby inspiring and influencing their
students. Consider Jesus Christ, a teacher who imparted
Scripture with an authority that stood in stark contrast to
the Pharisees and teachers of the law (Mark 1:21-22,
27). His authority stemmed from his intimate knowledge
of his Father, his deep understanding of His Word, and
his unwavering commitment to living according to that
Word until his ascension. This made him an enduringly
inspirational and influential teacher for his disciples and



followers throughout history. Therefore, the calling and
commitment of faculty are foundational elements of their
character as teachers of Scripture.

Morality and Love for the Profession

In the twenty-first century, theological institutions
urgently require teachers of Scripture who possess
impeccable moral character and a deep, abiding love
for their profession. Local churches frequently look to
these institutions to produce future pastors, leaders, and
educators who not only are theologically competent and
ministry-minded but also embody authentic character
and demonstrate unconditional love for their churches
and communities. Echoing Geher’s sentiment, this
article emphasizes that the future of our local churches
and communities’ hinges on the teaching faculty of
theological seminaries and colleges. Consequently,
the concept of “Faculty as a Curriculum” emerges as a
critical issue demanding careful consideration.

The moral and ethical fabric of the teaching faculty
is vital because they serve as a mirror, reflecting
the future moral compass of pastors, leaders, and
educators within our local churches and communities.
Regrettably, observations and evaluations from GATE
seminars suggest a concerning deficiency in this area.
Therefore, it is imperative to prioritize the recruitment of
morally and ethically qualified individuals for theological
seminaries and colleges. Drawing from the example
of Jesus Christ and the prescriptions of the apostles
in Scripture, the following are proposed as essential
moral and ethical qualifications for teaching faculty:
individuals who possess a strong reputation and are held
in honor both within and outside their local churches and
communities (1 Timothy 3:7, 11; 2 Timothy 2:15-17; Titus
1:6-9); those who demonstrate a profound love for the
church (Matthew 16:18; John 21:15-17; Acts 2:42-47);
individuals who are devoted to prayer, daily reading, and
meditation on Scripture (Acts 2:42; 5:42; 6:2, 4); those
who consistently preach, teach, and live in accordance
with Scripture (Acts 2:41-42); and those who actively
participate in various capacities within local church
ministry, such as pastor, elder, leader, or educator for all
age groups.

Our Lord Jesus Christ stands as the ultimate model of
a teacher with impeccable moral and ethical character,
demonstrating an unwavering love for his profession
(mission) to build his church through his disciples and
followers (Matthew 16:18; John 21:15-17). His disciples,
or apostles, embraced this same profession (mission)
after his ascension, as chronicled in the book of Acts
and the Epistles of the New Testament, serving as role

models for subsequent generations within local churches.
Consequently, the apostles consistently urged their
local churches to imitate them, emphasizing that they
themselves were imitating Jesus Christ in all aspects
of their lives (1 Corinthians 11:1; 4:16; Ephesians 5:1-
2; Philippians 3:17; 1 Thessalonians 1:6). Therefore,
teaching faculty should embody a similar role model,
worthy of emulation by their students, inspiring them to
participate and collaborate in the mission of Christ to
build His church (Matthew 16:18; John 17:1-26; 21:15-
17). This underscores the critical importance of calling,
commitment, morality, and a deep love for the profession
in the character of teaching faculty within theological
seminaries and colleges.

Faculty: Holistic Educational
Professionals

The contemporary theological education paradigm
increasingly recognizes faculty as an inherent,
yet often unacknowledged, curriculum within
theological institutions. This article posits that this
hidden curriculum necessitates the comprehensive
development of faculty across four key dimensions of
their lives: academic, spiritual, physical, and social.
This holistic development equips them to effectively
nurture future ministers. Consequently, theological
institutions bear a significant responsibility for
the holistic growth of future pastors, leaders, and
educators, enabling them to embody this influential
hidden curriculum for their students.

Academic and Spiritual Qualification

A robust academic foundation (theological competence)
coupled with profound spiritual maturity in faculty is
indispensable for the healthy intellectual and spiritual
growth of their students. This process must first be evident
in the teaching faculty themselves, demonstrated through
their earned degrees and specialized knowledge in their
respective fields, their confidence in their subject matter,
their thorough preparation for lectures, their clarity in
exposition, and their extensive knowledge that inspires
students to delve deeper beyond the core curriculum by
providing resources for critical thinking, analysis, and
further exploration. Furthermore, faculty should adhere
to strict time management principles for their own well-
being and that of their students. Secondly, the spiritual
discipline of faculty should be manifest in their daily
lives — their personal devotion to prayer and scriptural
meditation, their investment in the spiritual formation
of their students through shared prayer and devotional
times, their compassionate pastoral care during times
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of difficulty, their demonstration of patience and humility
in the face of challenges, and their active involvement
in equipping students for present and future ministry
through classroom instruction and active participation in
the local church and its various ministries.

Physical and Social Qualification

The physical and social development of students is as
crucial as their academic and spiritual growth for their
holistic formation. As previously stated, faculty serves
as a mirror reflecting the character of future pastors,
leaders, and educators. Therefore, it is vital for faculty to
model healthy physical and social engagement through
sharing, building relationships, and mentoring.

Firstly, sharing past experiences and actively engaging in
the presentby learning alongside students can profoundly
impact their development. The proverb “experience is the
best teacher” holds true. Faculty should integrate their
past experiences into their teaching, lending authenticity
and confidence to their lessons. Furthermore, by
actively participating and learning alongside students in
the present, teachers can motivate and inspire them to
follow in their footsteps.

Secondly, cultivating healthy relationships and
establishing clear boundaries with students is essential
for mutual personal growth. This allows teachers to
understand and address students’ individual needs
holistically, including areas of weakness. However,
wisdom is required in maintaining healthy boundaries to
ensure both the teacher’s and the students’ well-being,
fostering discipline when necessary and preventing any
exploitation.

Finally, mentoring students to navigate the uncertainties
of future ministry by encouraging planning, prayer, and
complete trust in God is paramount. Mentoring is an
indispensable component of any theological education
system. Every teaching faculty member should be a
capable mentor, and students should also learn the art of
mentoring. As educators within theological seminaries,
institutions, and colleges, guiding future pastors, leaders,
and educators in the ways of the Lord is our responsibility.
Specifically, mentoring should equip them for the seen
and unseen challenges of future ministry by motivating
them to plan, pray, and trust God in all circumstances
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while they are physically present in the seminary.
Students sometimes experience confusion and may
stray from the vision and mission of the seminary and
their sending (local) churches. Thus, effective mentoring
helps them maintain their focus on Jesus Christ and His
mission, fostering a love for the church, which aligns with
the vision and mission of both the seminary and their
local churches.

Conclusion

This article serves as a call to theological institutes,
seminaries, and colleges to exercise patience and
discernment in seeking faculty who embody the qualities
of a “hidden curriculum”—individuals who can effectively
trainandreproduce future pastors, leaders, and educators
for our local churches and communities in the likeness
of Christ Jesus. Simultaneously, local churches bear the
responsibility of recommending and sending prospective
future leaders to these theological institutions, ensuring
they will be trained by faculty who are qualified in
both character and educational expertise for their
holistic development. Ultimately, this article challenges
theological institutions to prioritize the recruitment of
faculty who excel in both character and educational
profession for the healthy growth and development of
local churches and communities. Qualified faculty serve
as a powerful mirror and reflection of leadership for the
future of these communities. Therefore, the future vitality
of local churches and communities is inseparably linked
to the quality of theological institutions and their most
influential hidden curriculum: their qualified faculty.
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations...’
(Matthew 28:19)

Technopolis as Arthur Hunt names to the world we
live in today— digital age! We are living in a age where
screens disciple more than pulpits, and attention
is the new currency. The Church must not only
respond to this reality but embrace it strategically
and theologically. This presentation explores how
technology and innovation can be leveraged for
effective gospel outreach without compromising
biblical truth.

Theological Vision: God Over Innovation

Technology is not neutral— it doesn’t just do things for
us; it does things fo us. No tools are neutral—their
usage that determines morality. Samuel D. James in
his book Digital Liturgies argue that the technology
changes the user by shaping their thinking pattern
(speed, multitasking, short attention), feelings
(dopamine-driven affirmation through likes and
shares), values (convenience over contemplation,
image over depth), and relation to God and others
(isolation, performance, distraction). However,
we must not forget that God is sovereign over all
technological innovation. Tony Reinke, in his book
God, Technology, and the Christian Life has effectively
argued that Al, algorithms, and digital systems are
not outside God’s rule. We are not to transcend
our humanity, but to reflect the image of God in our
own culture and context. We must not merely use
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technology—we must leverage it for effective gospel
outreach without compromising biblical truth.

Digital Platforms as Mission Fields

The Agoras and the Areopagus

In Acts 17, Paul arrives in Athens, a city known for
philosophy, art, and religious pluralism. While waiting
for his companions, he observes the idolatry around
him (v.16), which deeply disturbs him. He begins
reasoning in the synagogue with Jews and in the
marketplace daily with anyone who would listen
(v.17). This leads him to Areopagus (Mars Hill),
where philosophers (Epicureans and Stoics) engage
him in debate. There, Paul gives a contextualized
gospel message—he begins with common ground
(the altar to the “unknown god”), appeals to creation,
quotes their poets, and then proclaims Jesus and the
resurrection. Some mocked him, others wanted more,
and a few believed.

The Athenian marketplace (agora) was more than
a shopping center. It was a hub of ideas, where
people exchanged philosophies and worldviews. A
place of public discourse, influence, curiosity, and
confrontation. A space where truth competed with
lies, and where Paul engaged culture. Social media is
today’s marketplace of ideas (Acts 17), where people
search for meaning and community. Today, social
media functions similarly: Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube, TikTok are digital agoras. People gather
not physically but virtually to consume and debate
ideas. Every post, meme, comment, or video is part
of a larger cultural conversation. False gospels—of
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self, sex, power, and image—are proclaimed daily.
Like Athens, many users are “very religious” (Acts
17:22)—though not in the biblical sense.

Just as Paul did not wait for people to come to the
synagogue but stepped into the public square, so
today, gospel messengers must enter digital spaces
intentionally. Like Paul, we must know our audience,
their “altars” (influencers, ideologies), and engage
meaningfully. The gospel must be shared boldly
and wisely, not diluted. Digital platforms allow for
ongoing dialogue, follow-up, and apologetics. As in
Athens, some will mock, some will delay, and some
will believe. Just as Paul preached Christ in Athens’
physical marketplace, we are called to preach Christ
in today’s digital marketplace. This means: posting
truth with gentleness and clarity. Engaging not only
the mind but the heart and culture. Using algorithms
as opportunities to reach the curious, the confused,
and the seeking.

Acts 17 models bold, respectful, and contextualized
gospel outreach in a pluralistic public space.
social media is the new Areopagus. If we want to fulfill
the Great Commission in our generation, we must be
like Paul—present, prepared, and proclaiming Christ
clearly where the world is listening. It's a call to step
into digital spaces as ambassadors of Christ, not just
content creators.

From Content to Community:
Discipling Online

Without a doubt today people are being discipled
by Facebook reels, TikTok and YouTube. Caleb
Lines in his book The Great Digital Commission
suggests, churches must train teams to pastor their
digital congregations. The internet trains us to react,
not reflect. Our gospel speech must be deliberate,
gentle, and wise. We are called to redirect lives from
likes to lives prioritizing follow-up and one-on-one
engagement. We should be committed to lead our
people from metrics to mission by tracking spiritual
growth, not just digital reach.

Guardrails: Discerning Digital Dangers

Who are you?

All who understand The Great Digital Commission
must also understand the dangers of the Technopolis.

Restorers

Platforms like Instagram, Facebook, and TikTok
incentivize carefully filtered images, highlight reels,
and strategic self-presentation. This performance
culture encourages people to show only their best
moments—smiling  families, aesthetic homes,
mission trips, filtered Bible study time. Viewers (even
Christians) then compare their real lives to others’
filtered lives, leading to the problems of insecurity,
envy, shame, spiritual discouragement etc. In Social
Sanity in an Insta World, Sarah Zylstra writes that this
digital environment often leads to an identity crisis,
particularly among women and teens, who begin
to question their worth, beauty, holiness, and even
calling.

Paul warns in 2 Corinthians 10:12 says, “We do not
dare to classify or compare ourselves with some
who commend themselves. When they measure
themselves by themselves and compare themselves
with themselves, they are not wise.” Comparison
tempts us to doubt God’s goodness in our own lives.
It feeds discontentment, which erodes gratitude and
spiritual joy.

When people obsess over crafting a public image,
they often begin to: crave applause (likes, shares,
comments). They tie their identity to social metrics
rather than God’s verdict. Build their self-worth on
what others see, rather than who they are in Christ.
This leads to a subtle, digital form of pride—boasting
not aloud, but in the silence of the scroll. Jer. 9:24
and 2 Cor. 10:17 reminds us “Let the one who boasts,
boast in the Lord.”

Social media constantly whispers: “Look at their
perfect family... their perfect home... their perfect
ministry...” But in truth: No one’s life is as perfect
as their profile suggests. Comparison is often made
between your unedited real life and someone else’s
digitally enhanced public profile. This not only causes
envy, but also discourages mission, especially when
Christian leaders feel their work doesn’t “measure up.”

Believers are called to find their identity in Christ
because they are loved, accepted, and chosen not
because of their performance but because of the
grace of God in Christ. Therefore, the aim should
be to pursue authenticity over appearance. Let your
online life reflect the reality of discipleship—not



perfection, but repentance and grace. Practicing
digital discernment helps to know when to log off, fast,
or create boundaries. Take breaks to reset your heart.

If our worthis rooted in what we post, we’llnever preach
what we fear might not trend. But when our worth is
in Christ, we are: free to be honest, courageous to
be bold, humble enough to be real, and motivated to
love rather than impress. We must note that only the
gospel can give us social sanity—by grounding our
identity not in how we look, but in who we belong to.

What you believe?

In the digital age, it's possible to engage in church
without: physically gathering, looking anyone in the
eye, serving or being served in community. This
creates a kind of “disembodied faith—where your
spiritual life exists largely online, detached from real-
world relationships, accountability, and sacrificial
love. Jay Kim, in Analog Church, warns that this
model deforms Christian discipleship by turning it into
an individual, consumable experience, rather than a
communal, embodied life.

Theologically, Christianity is built on the incarnation:
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us...”
(John 1:14). Jesus didn’t email salvation or live-
stream miracles. He walked, touched, wept, and ate
with people. So, when we prioritize convenience—
watching sermons in bed, never committing to a local
body, avoiding awkward human interactions—we
trade incarnation for efficiency. Kim writes, “We’re
settling for digitally convenient content instead of
incarnational community.”

We must understand that the Church Is a Body, not
a Broadcast. Paul calls the church a body (1 Cor.
12)—many members with different roles, living and
working together. Our experiences of online church
has reduced worship to watching, fellowship to liking,
preaching to scrolling, accountability to silence. While
livestreams and Zoom meetings may be useful tools,
they are not substitutes to real fellowship—argues
Kim. The Christian life was never meant to be lived
in isolation.

It does not mean rejecting technology. Technology
has its benefits, especially for outreach and access.

But we must not let the digital convenience override
the embodied necessity. We are to use technology as
a supplement, not a substitute.

Kim argued, Church is not just a sermon—it is: a
family (Rom. 12:10), a body (1 Cor. 12), a temple of
living stones (1 Pet. 2:5), a people who break bread
together (Acts 2:42).

In the age of remote work, e-learning, and online
relationships, the church’s physical presence is
more radical—and more needed—than ever. To our
neighbors, embodied faith says: “We are here.”, “We
know your name.” and “We will show up, not just post.”
That is deeply counter-cultural and gospel-shaped.
Jay Kim reminds us that the church must not conform
to the patterns of digital consumerism. Instead, it
must reflect the embodied, sacrificial, relational love
of Christ. Digital tools are helpful, but community is
essential. Real presence forms real disciples.

What’s Happening Online?

Jeff Johnson, in Taming the Fingers: Heavenly
Wisdom for Social Media, addresses how social
media platforms are shaped for conflict. They
reward hot takes over humble dialogue, outrage
over reflection, tribalism over truth. Algorithms often
prioritize provocative content, which means users
are constantly exposed to extremes—and eventually
adopt them.

This fuels a digital environment where: everyone
must pick a side. Disagreement feels like a threat
and the opponents are viewed as enemies. Johnson
warns that Christians often get swept into this culture,
losing the distinctiveness of Christlike speech.
Too much hatred and unfriendliness are spread over
the social media today, even among the brothers in
faith. James 3:6, 8 reminds us, “The tongue is a fire... It
stains the whole body... It is a restless evil, full of deadly
poison.” in verse 9, it reads, “With it we bless our Lord
and Father, and with it we curse people...”. James
reminds us that our speech reveals our heart (cf.
Luke 6:45). Words can build up or destroy, heal or
divide, bring peace or provoke war. This applies
even more urgently in digital spaces, where we type
quickly, often thoughtlessly, and without seeing the
human behind the screen.
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Outrage-filled posts, sarcastic memes, and angry
comment wars may win arguments, but they lose
souls. Christians are called to be: “Quick to hear, slow
to speak, slow to anger” (James 1:19). Paul reminds
us “Let your speech always be gracious” (Col. 4:6)
and Romans reads, “Bless those who persecute you”
(Rom. 12:14). Yet online, many Christians reflect
more of their theological pride than their Savior—
it's something to ponder upon. We must speak the
truth, but speak it in love (Eph. 4:15), maintaining
kindness, compassion, and respect for one another.

When it comes to Technopolis, it’s all about Taming the
Fingers. Johnson offers wisdom for resisting the “rage
machine”. One must pause before post: Ask, Will this
help or hinder my gospel witness? Pray for the person
you’re tempted to criticize. Reject theological
pride when it blinds you to truth or compassion.
Elevate biblical humility over online performance.
Lead with gentleness, especially when speaking
truth. Outrage deforms your character—turning you
into someone perpetually angry or fearful.

When one strongly identifies with and remain loyal to
their own group, especially when that group is defined
by shared beliefs, culture, ideology, or identity—
often at the expense of understanding or respecting
others outside the group, it shrinks their worldview,
and makes them suspicious of nuance, grace, or
even other believers. Ultimately undermine gospel
credibility: How can we preach the Prince of Peace
while spreading division?

Jeff Johnson calls us back to James 3—a chapter not
about censorship, but spiritual maturity. “Who is
wise and understanding among you? Let him show
it by his good conduct...” (James 3:13) social media
gives us a platform—but Scripture gives us a posture.
Let us tame our fingers as we seek to reflect Christ’s
character online: wise not reactionary, gentle not
tribal, truthful not inflammatory, Christlike, not click-
driven. Let us not chase relevance at the cost of
reverence. Set tech boundaries: Encourage digital
Sabbath.

Technology: A tool for Shalom

Jeremiah 29:7 says, “Also, seek the peace and prosperity
of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to

the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”
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What Is Shalom?

The Hebrew word shalom means far more than
“peace.” It speaks of wholeness, harmony, justice,
well-being, and flourishing in every aspect of life—
spiritual, relational, social, and cultural. Amy Sherman,
in her book Agents of Flourishing, challenges the
church to be active agents of shalom—not only
in word but also in practical engagement with the
needs of our communities.

In the digital age, technology becomes a powerful
instrument to advance this mission.

How Technology Can Promote Shalom?

Amy L. Sherman, in her book Agents of Flourishing:
Pursuing Shalom in Every Corner of Society, outlines
six dimensions of community flourishing—a
holistic framework rooted in the biblical vision of
shalom (Jeremiah 29:7). These six areas provide
a theological and practical guide for churches and
Christians to engage their communities for the
common good.

First,The Good— Moral and Social Ethics:Aflourishing
community promotes moral order, virtue, and
shared values rooted in justice and righteousness.
Communities need ethical foundations to guide
public life, policy, business, and family. The Church
contributes by shaping consciences, teaching virtue,
and calling out sin in love. E.g. Pro-life advocacy,
integrity in politics, biblical sexual ethics, business
ethics.

Second, The True — Knowledge and Learning: A
flourishing society nurtures truth, education, and
intellectual integrity. This involves access to quality
education, formation of the mind, and loving the
truth. Christians can contribute through schools,
literacy programs, libraries, and apologetics.
E.g. Christian schools, tutoring ministries, worldview
training, biblical literacy.

Third, The Beautiful — Art, Creativity, and Aesthetics:
Beauty reflects God’s nature and points people to
awe and wonder. Communities thrive when there
is space for art, storytelling, design, and music
that uplift the soul. Churches can cultivate beauty
through music, architecture, visual arts, and media.
E.g. Church-sponsored art shows, films, worship
music, design for dignity projects.



Fourth, The Just and Well-Ordered - Law,
Government, and Institutions: Human flourishing
depends on just systems, public safety, and lawful
order. Sherman emphasizes healthy institutions—
police, courts, governments—that protect and serve
all people fairly. Christians can support legal reform,
civic engagement, and anti-corruption efforts. E.qg.
Prison ministry, police chaplaincy, voter education,
legal aid clinics.

Fifth, The Prosperous — Economic Stewardship
and Vocation: A flourishing city enables economic
opportunity, dignified work, and shared
prosperity. The Bible affirms honest labor and
stewardship as part of shalom. The Church can
help by teaching biblical work ethics, job training,
entrepreneurship, and support for the poor.
Eg. Microfinance, business-as-mission, career
counseling, financial literacy workshops.

Sixth, The Sustainable — Health and Creation Care:
Flourishing includes physical well-being and care for
God’s creation. Health (mental, emotional, physical)
and environmental stewardship are both part of a
just society. Churches can host health clinics, clean
water campaigns, and eco-stewardship programs.
E.g. Christian Clinics practicing ethical medicine,
medical missions, nutrition education, environmental
restoration, mental health advocacy etc.

Amy Sherman’s six-fold vision challenges churches to
go beyond charity and evangelism alone and work
for the comprehensive renewal of their cities. This
reflects Jesus’ lordship over every sphere of life, not
just the spiritual.

Sherman’s four ways digital tools can actively serve
the public good are Justice, Beauty, Truth, and
Flourishing. Let us also consider that briefly:

(1) Justice: “Learn to do good; seek justice, correct
oppression...” (Isaiah 1:17). Technology can amplify
justice by giving voice and visibility to those who are
otherwise overlooked or silenced. Missional Goal is
to reflect God’s justice by using digital tools to defend
the weak and speak truth to power.

(2) Beauty: “Worship the Lord in the splendor of
holiness...” (Psalm 96:9). Beauty is not secondary
to mission. It reflects God’s creative nature and stirs

the soul toward truth and awe. Missional Goal is to
proclaim the gospel in a way that’s not only true but
beautiful, inviting people to “taste and see that the
Lord is good” (Ps. 34:8).

(3) Truth: “Sanctify them in the truth; your word
is truth.” (John 17:17) In a world drowning in
misinformation, tech can clarify and elevate gospel
truth when used wisely. Online apologetics ministries
can provide biblically faithful answers to common
doubts. Podcasts and video series platforms can
counter false ideologies and false theology with grace
and clarity. Al chatbots can be used to guide seekers
toward Scripture, gospel summaries, and available
local follow-up teams. Missional Goal can be to use
digital platforms to defend the faith, clarify the gospel,
and invite seekers to know the truth that sets them
free.

(4) Flourishing: “I came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.” (John 10:10): Shalom includes
mental, emotional, and relational well-being, and
tech can contribute when wisely directed. Churches
and Christian counselors use live platforms to
talk about anxiety, depression, and trauma from a
biblical lens. Mobile apps and digital classes provide
literacy, vocational training, and gospel-centered work
ethics—especially in underserved regions. Christian
apps and video series for marriage, parenting,
and youth ministry build up families, the bedrock of
society. Missional Goal is to reflect God’s heart for
holistic renewal by using digital tools to nurture body,
mind, and soul.

These four categories—Justice, Beauty, Truth, and
Flourishing—give a rich, biblical framework for tech-
driven mission. Instead of seeing digital media as
a threat, Sherman invites the Church to see it as
a canvas for creativity, a platform for justice, and a
bridge for the gospel.

Why This Matters for Mission?

Too often, technology is only seen as a threat to faith.
Sherman’s vision reminds us that technology, when
stewarded well, can be a tool of redemptive power.
It is not just about evangelism, but community
transformation—showing the world what God'’s
kingdom looks like, even now. The goal is not to
escape culture, but to redeem it. By using technology
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for justice, beauty, truth, and flourishing, churches
can embody the gospel in tangible ways, bringing
shalom to our neighborhoods—both online and
offline.

What Can Churches Do Now?

Equipping the Church for Digital Mission
In the digital age, churches must move from being
content creators to relationship builders.

Designate a leader, elder, or trained volunteer to
oversee online engagement. Their role isn’t just to
post updates but to: respond to messages, pray with
people online, moderate groups, and follow up with
seekers. Think of it as pastoral care in the digital
space. Review your website, social media, livestream
quality, and online tone. Ask, Does it reflect gospel
clarity and hospitality? Is your branding consistent
with your message and mission? Move beyond
flashy content to relational depth: Stop measuring
success by likes or views alone, focus on testimonies,
conversations, and connections and prioritize
pastoral presence over polished performances.

Digital mission is not about replacing the physical
church—it’s about extending its reach and
deepening its discipleship. Equip your church to
build community, proclaim the gospel, and serve
real needs, both online and offline.

“Be wise as serpents and innocent as doves” (Matt.
10:16) Digital platforms are powerful but formative.
If the Church does not speak and serve there,
other voices will. Let us leverage technology, not
for worldly growth, but for gospel depth and eternal
transformation.
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Mission is
Temporary

The Eternal Impact of The Temporal Mission of
the living, universal, and eternal Church

Abstract

This article explores the concept of mission within
the framework of Christian theology, emphasizing its
temporary nature but eternal impact on God’s glory. It
examines the biblical foundation of mission through
creation, redemption, and the Great Commission,
articulating how the mission of the Church transcends
time and culture. By engaging with various scriptural
references and scholarly interpretations, the article
clarifies the true meaning of mission as God’s task
assigned to believers. The ultimate aim of this mission
is to bring individuals into a transformative relationship
with God, culminating in eternal worship. Through
examples from the Old and New Testaments, including
Jesus’ interactions and the apostles’ journeys, the
article highlights the enduring significance of mission
work in fostering communities that glorify God.

Introduction

Mission is temporary but its impact is eternal for God’s
Glory. This concept reflects the idea that while the
work of spreading the Gospel and serving others may
be time-bound, the effects of that mission endure in
the lives of those transformed by faith. This impact
ultimately glorifies God, as it leads people to worship
Him eternally. In other words, the Divine Mission
for the Church and His people often refers to God’s
purpose and plan for humanity as revealed through
scripture. Therefore, this mission encompasses
creation, redemption, and the ultimate restoration of
the world unto God’s Glory through building the church
to spread the life-transforming Gospel of Christ, the
founder-builder of God’s Church.

Rameshwar Yadav

Among God’s people, the word “Mission” is very
famous but misunderstood by many. Thus, it is
important to reflect, explain, and understand the God-
given mission of the church as a true member of the
church in this world. To this end, | will explore this idea
through biblical verses and also provide scholarly
interpretations of it.

Let me ask you a bunch of questions that help you
to think rightly about the mission of the church: What
Mission is? What bible says about it? How did Old
Testament people carry out it? How did Jesus Christ
do His missionary work? How Did the Apostles and
early Christians do the missionary work? And how
we should do it? Keep reflecting, thinking, and
studying about these questions to have a biblical
understanding of them. Though | am not dealing with
all these questions directly to provide a ready-made
answer, still you will get good guidance to understand
them from this article.

I. The Meaning of Mission

Mission simply means task and assignment. In other
words, mission means God’s task or assignment
for you or me. Thus, we have to understand the
meaning and scope of the word “Mission” from the
perspective of God and the Bible. Only God can give
us the perfect and true perspective of it because it
has been commissioned by the Lord. Though people
of this world are also claiming their works as the
mission, the mission of this world is not the mission
and missions of God. Still, it falls under the greater
plan of God. Therefore. the Bible is the handbook
for the mission and the world is the field to do the
mission. Only Christians have the true mission, which
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is related to the Lord God and His mission. First and
foremost, they have God’s mission for the nation to
be responsible to reflect the Love of God among the
people.

Etymologically, the word “Mission” is derived from the
Latin word “mitto” which means “send” and denotes
a task that a person or group has been assigned, or
sent out to perform. Furthermore, the word Mission
means in origin a being sends and was originally used
of the trinity: the Father “sent” the Son into the world,
and the Spirit too was “sent” into the world. Sending
is, therefore, integral to the spreading of the Gospel.

Similarly in Hebrew the verb “Salah” is used in, the
Old Testament which means “to send, to stretch forth
to get rid of” This verb occurs in the Bible about 850
times. This verb means to “send” in the sense of (1)
to initiate and to see that such movement occurs, and
(2) to successfully conclude such an Action. Whereas
in Greek the word Apostello (ArooteAAw) is used
for mission which means to “send forth” an Apostle
denotes to send on service or with a commission.

To make the meaning clearer and livelier | borrow the
thought of Walter C. Kaiser Jr. whose words help me
to represent my thought. According to him “the Bible
begins with the theme of mission in the book of Genesis
and maintains that driving passion throughout the
entire Old Testament and on into the New Testament.
If the Old Testament “Great Commission” must be
identified it will be Genesis 12:3, “All the people of the
earth will be blessed through you (Abraham)”. This is
the earliest statement of the fact that it will be God’s
purpose and plan to see that the message of his grace
and blessing come to every person on planet Earth.
The message did not begin there the basis for it went
all the back to Genesis 3:15 as will be seen shortly
but in Gen 12:3 it found its most succinct declaration.”

In this regard, our Lord has said in this way “The
word which Jesus spoke to his first disciple in their
representative capacity. As the Father has sent me
I am sending you” (Jn. 20:21; 17:18) still applies.
The universal church and therefore every local
congregation and every Christian is sent into the world
to fulfill a definite defined task. Jesus the church’s
Lord has issued Marching orders. Individually and
corporately all God’s people are now in the world on
the King’s business.”

ZI)l Restorers

Likewise, the last book of the Scripture emphasizes
the same concern for people “every nation and tribe
and tongue and people” (Rev. 5:9, 7:9, and 14:6).
Thus, this theme of a mission to the whole world
forms one giant envelope (a figure of speech called
on inclusive) forming the whole Bible from Genesis to
Revelation.

Il. Biblical Foundation
A. Creation and Its Purpose:

The creation and its purpose are central to the
Christian mission, as they establish the foundational
narrative of God’s intention for humanity and the
world. According to God, He created the world
and called it “good,” entrusting humans with the
responsibility to steward creation and reflect His love
and righteousness. But they failed. After the fall of
mankind, God himself took the initiative to save them
while they were running from Him and His presence.
This understanding shapes the mission of the Church,
which seeks to restore and reconcile all aspects of
creation to their intended purpose. By acknowledging
the inherent value of every person and the created
order, Christians are compelled to engage in acts of
compassion, justice, and service, embodying the love
of Christ in a world that often strays from that original
goodness. Ultimately, recognizing the significance
of creation and its purpose energizes the Church’s
mission to evangelize, nurture, and heal, aligning
believers with God’s overarching plan for redemption
and flourishing.

Relating God’s mission with the restoration of the
creation (mankind) since the fall, NT Wright highlights
the importance of God’s kingdom and the Lord’s
ministry. N.T. Wright elaborates on the concept of
God’s kingdom, asserting that the Divine Mission
includes the restoration of creation. Wright posits that
Jesus’ ministry was about bringing God’s kingdom
into the present, indicating that Christians are called
to continue this work (Wright, 2016).

B. Redemption:

The divine mission of redemption emphasizes God’s
love and the sacrificial act of Jesus Christ as central to
restoring humanity’s relationship with Him. According
to John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.” Here we have



to understand the call for personal call of God and
personal relationship with God as well as personal and
social transformation. Thus, to make it clear, let me
quote a scholar Walter Brueggemann. He suggests
that the Divine Mission involves both a call to personal
transformation and social justice. He emphasizes that
God’s mission is not only about Individual salvation
but also about the community’s responsibility to act
justly and love mercy (Brueggemann, 2001).

C. Commission:

The Commission underscores the call for believers to
actively participate in God’s mission by spreading the
gospel and making disciples. To Make it more clear,
Christopher Wright argues that the Divine Mission
encompasses the whole of the biblical narrative,
asserting that God’s mission is to bless all nations
through Israel and, ultimately, through the church.
He emphasizes the importance of understanding
scripture in the context of mission (Wright, 2006).

Here are some more examples to understand the
commission of the Lord for the church and the people
of God.

i. The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20):
Jesus commands His followers to make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them
to observe all He has commanded. This mission
was given to the early church and continues
today, emphasizing that the work of evangelism
and discipleship is vital and ongoing: “Go (going)
therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that | have commanded you.”
(Matthew 28:19-20, ESV). In this verse, we find the
particples like “going” “baptizing” and “teaching”
participle emphasize the ongong aspects of the
mission work of Christ’s church till the end o this
world. Thus, the disciples’ obedience led to the
establishment of the early church, and many are
now in heaven, worshiping God for eternity.

ii. Paul’s Missionary Journeys (Acts 13-21):
The Apostle Paul undertook several missionary
journeys, spreading the Gospel throughout
the Roman Empire. His letters to the churches
he established are still teaching and guiding

believers today. For example, the church in
Philippi (Philippians 1:3-6) became a beacon of
faith, with its members assured of their eternal
impact through the Gospel: “And | am sure of
this, that he who began a good work in you will
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.”
(Philippians 1:6, ESV). We can its impact. The
communities established through Paul’s missions
continue to affect lives of the people and glorify
God.

iii. The Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-42): Jesus’
encounter with the Samaritan woman at the
well demonstrates how one person’s encounter
with Christ can lead to the transformation of
an entire community. For example, after her
encounter, the woman shared her experience,
leading many in her town to believe in Jesus:
“Many Samaritans from that town believed in him
because of the woman’s testimony.” (John 4:39,
ESV) here we can see and understand: The faith
of those Samaritans resulted in worshiping Jesus,
showcasing how individual mission efforts can
have a lasting, eternal impact.

iv. The Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:1-
23): This parable illustrates how the Gospel is
received in different ways, but when it takes root,
it produces lasting fruit. For example: The seed
sown on good soil represents those who hear
the Word and understand it, resulting in a fruitful
life: “But the one sown on the good ground, this
is one who hears and understands the word and
indeed bears fruit.” (Matthew 13:23, ESV). Again,
we see the transforming power of God’s Gospel:
The eternal fruit of the Gospel is seen in the
transformed lives of people who glorify God.

lIl. The Eternal Impact of Mission

The ultimate purpose of mission work is to bring
people into a relationship with God, resulting in eternal
worship. In other words, the mission work is to foster
a deep, personal relationship between individuals and
God, culminating in eternal worship. This endeavor
reflects the heart of the Gospel, as highlighted in
Matthew 28:19-20, where Jesus commissions His
followers to “go therefore and make disciples of all
nations.” This mandate emphasizes the importance
of reaching people from diverse backgrounds and
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cultures, invitingtheminto atransformative relationship
with Christ. The Great Commission encapsulates the
essence of mission work: the call to spread the Good
News so that all may come to know and worship God.

Revelation 7:9-10 beautifully portrays the culmination
of this mission: “After this, | looked, and behold, a
great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb.”
This passage serves as a powerful vision of the global
nature of God’s kingdom. According to theologian
Christopher Wright, “The mission of God is to bring
people into a right relationship with Him, a relationship
that is not merely individualistic but communal and
global in scope” (Wright, 2010, p. 95). This vision
emphasizes that worship transcends cultural and
ethnic boundaries, illustrating God’s desire for unity
among diverse peoples.

The invitation to worship God is a divine calling that
resonates throughout Scripture. Psalm 86:9 declares,
“All the nations you have made shall come and worship
before you, O Lord.” This reflects the prophetic vision
of a future where all creation acknowledges God’s
sovereignty. Scholar Andrew Walls notes, “Christianity
is inherently a missionary faith, calling believers to
witness and worship in every corner of the world”
(Walls, 1996, p. 77). Mission work is not merely about
conversion; it is about cultivating a community of
worshipers who acknowledge God’s glory and grace,
fulfilling the ultimate purpose of bringing every nation
into His presence.

Conclusion

Mission work is not merely about conversion; it is
about fostering a community that reflects God’s love
and grace. Ultimately, the lasting fruit of mission is
evidenced in the eternal worship of transformed lives,
celebrating the reach of God’s love across generations

and affirming the importance of engaging deeply with
His purposes for humanity. This calls all Christians to
embrace their role in God’s divine mission, ensuring
that His glory is manifested through their actions and
witness in the world. Thus, the Great Commission
serves as a vital reminder of believers’ responsibility
to spread the Gospel and make disciples, reinforcing
the idea that God’s mission encompasses all nations
and cultures.

The Mission as portrayed in scripture is a multifaceted
concept that includes creation, redemption, and the
commission to spread the gospel. It invites believers
to engage deeply with God’s purposes for humanity
and the world while the mission of spreading the
Gospel and serving others is indeed temporary, its
impact lasts forever. Through obedience to the Great
Commission, the witness of transformed lives, and
the establishment of faith communities, God’s glory
is made manifest. The eternal worship of those who
have believed is a testament to the lasting fruit of
mission work, celebrating the incredible reach of
God’s love and grace throughout eternity. Therefore,
the act of mission is temporary, its impact resonates
through eternity, as it leads individuals into a profound
relationship with God, resulting in lifelong worship.
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What do we mean by missional church in Nepal?

uRermur:

[“Ecclesiology is first of all about church’s identity-
who we are and who we serve. And if the biblical story
is not the place where our identity is forged, then by
default this place will be somewhere else, almost
certainly in our cultural story and social location.”
Michael Goheen, (The Church and Its Vocation, 1)]
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Definition: Missional [is] the very essence and identity
of the church as it takes up its role in God’s story in the
context of its culture and participates in God’s mission
to the world.” Michael Goheen, (A Light to the Nations:
The missional Church and the Biblical Story, 4).
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few 9RST W=, ..“For the missionary ecclesiology
to emerge, it is necessary to restore mission to the
very being and identity of the church and heal the
breach between church and mission.”
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Missional [is] the very essence and identity of the
church as it takes up its role in God’s story in the



context of its culture and participates in God’s mission
to the world.” Michael Goheen, (A Light to the Nations:
The missional Church and the Biblical Story, 4).

“The mission is about esse (essence) of the church,
not its bene esse (well-being). (Tim Sheridan,
Becoming a Missionary Church, 3). “The church is an
Apostolic body... it ought to be a bearer of witness to
God.” (20)
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[Missional [is] the very essence and identity of the
church as it takes up its role in God’s story in the
context of its culture and participates in God’s mission
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to the world.” Michael Goheen, (A Light to the Nations:
The missional Church and the Biblical Story, 4).
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“If you are what you love, ... Love is a habit...
something that we do ...then discipleship is a
rehabituation of your loves.” “Sabbath worship was
given for us to keep our hearts in check. It is training
our hearts to desire the right things.” (You are What
You Love, James KA Smith).

“You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are
restless until it finds rest in you.” St. Augustine.

%) BTHT BTHT geAATs AR AT ATHED
TTAT TLHAYALTET I =TT 9 T FereArs
| T TS, TTFH AT THTAT |

BTHT SEa FIATHl Held &l Al Hadd aTHI
FHT ZEAMAA IR @R .. AT BTHIET FTARTERT
FA-FAT FIAT T FATEATH SIblet® g | AT FUE T aTuT
AFEEAT A TS AaAF G | eTHI ae e
fauz w9 e #EE, T & HilATHE WAHER,
feee ferr-=r=il w9 eran fowdew, e sfemew ¥
YT GUAT, T AT FeqATH ATAHE® g | I
B, A T = T |

% ETHIATS TRHIEAR T I HXT6E HAT Tl qHH B, 7
a1 gl A ATHATS ATEAA T&qd fawr 2 |
AT FET =AM AISATHT ATITIT AAFATH AATTE
AT |

@) Gread! HISHIHT GHeUas TREHTAT TR |

T Ioor@ U AISATR! (AT TRHIFTHT FehoUgs
faam M | FEEE TR EHT AUSHIETE qRHIATH
Iufeafd ermg T AT F@TEl | AETaTs 97 TEr
AT3Tg | AT THEEE AT T Bivd gTEs | aY
Teh-ATITH] FETATA, GTIAT, GRIHT T 9faa SATcHTRT
FETIATl M AT FW TH gl | atq A e i
Teh-HehTehl ALAT a5 ¥ T hers foagar &2 amr
AT AT | TRHIAR SATHT HIRBT FTTATHT (e aTaa
EIE73 | ATHA, HIRTATET |

)

V



giteay gdrae T difHe  EdeAdieh

qard =Tl
HUETHT (e eI AT a9 aeepT B | FTaey afear
TEITAHPT AUSATATS qATST T STAT, G 5 TUTel
UGS Ui TFHT AREA F IATS HMI T4T | AT
qf FATST FEAT FHT ATTH ST | &I T H (HgAT
qATST HTH AlGRE & UErg | TTHRYT HUGAT ATHT
wfeqed ¥ Taerdret fAfeq o 79 T Heaqo giae
Ted ST qg AIReT Ifawg | argdiad qar $9ad
3ftaaTe Zal TRHYARH STes qaTed & Al [aud 99
Eed | ATE AT T FHT B AT TAT HICAT | 9T
IATTET AfeReal AT, TATAR, THA, I T&AT FATIE
HINREHEsd M GEhRT T HaeAdl [ad THIER
W(ETEE TSTIT 9AT | TFHT THI orgaed T HISATH
AT deeg | WRHYAR FANAAHT §es | Sel

B OO

e 3 a1fer gE | WHYART AT SHeedTs
ST, 98 qedT3d, AAME oATSH, (qearadr qiads
T FATIHT FATST i FaTdeed! aTal ad T a5 | 3T
TETETE ZaT THE! [aEgHT AgH TFTLAT g ITIehT T
21| % FaTd A7 &1 [ qaraash! THIHT Tl AUgaiesd
FE ATHT AT (HaTe T 7 aifie @Eaedre ST
FEAL TS G T TGHT (AT & HdT JTTHT Geamrd 7 AT

ARl TSHRT Fard 2l |

HUSA! ATAC : YiEel HUSH] FBTTHE! AISHT &l | Al

g1ers WM adrsd f9ar | 41 s Jgal 99E
e TR TH b | U Uiy Al Ts qarg =
T | g AT ATH I AT qAT | el T TR
B BN ATSH @R Ferare fadies givd ga),” . o=
qORR |

qIFS HUGeilehl AdTdd ATl T2l $hel 3R [T |
Y TUE, UHT a9, TR ABR o+ 99 | FEHl
IATA o, SHfad s ST JHHAT AR g |
T qAEAR AFRTHF TS ¢al AIgel qFar T
IR T Tl G | aeariiese At FIR AT 9T,
fafwes St 7 afean favardt wo | sifa g wfeer @fs
7 fafresar we = Sfawedt | woestw faar oo
ArgH “YTETE! Tq Hugersl M fag 17 1 a1 9ers
FAIU AUH! Teg, | Aq GAATARE! B4 Ad @roar
UG T el hids ¥ 3¢ g3 AT | AU TATH
8% 9T, THTST T ITATceh TFTebl v IQHT 3 | U0
THTSAH] T TN T ¥ 9% AT AT | T HISEAT ATHRAT
Afeqed SRS Y&l | 999 AUl Sifeel qfq 9 T
TSI T TG (AeeATs ITHAT T THd JUHT faerd
QET T | AU Hl ITHT THET bebl I | SfqeTaeTg
FhT E&1 FATAC [9%g HISAH HIHH Iei@ T 31ag |
UGl fIdr S| "X “eTHrr=r’ (Apology)
TEIHERT F(TATE T B | TEAHHT G (aearaers

HUSHT T&l TFq IR 3@ 33 I THIAT TATIAT U]
T 2fTerae I T | AUSHR qEHl HAEUE IR
T TG W YER qAT SATEAT Tl ITEvg, | Tieedl adrae
fam =afaq @HE Fglaee (U 99 41 I A qUEEs
fau | 39 wHEe wdmae faqer FRw fadeed aiftie
ATRATHAT T3 TTHT AR, AT, ATAE T ATHTAS
AT OO UHT JAE § HA FRO T | dY HUGHATH
HAL ol i ST, TEARTT AT T a1 ATAT AT

SIS JATH TR ¥ GIEA8 ALH AT ARMERES
g7 WAl JGHl B | TE4l gHATE GIteaddrs Arad
F AT AT FRBIATE AN TATH GTH IAb [EIHHT
UERg | YR TAT HUSAIH aresd @il (aearden
Al aRifted qor AEiTE Arar, GrETtee afethr ¥
g UFRE @ AT g 9U | Gred qaqdars ek
gfefeafaar qra" ¥ favam wd Shifaq @ faq awe
qU | FA TR MY AR AR AP AT

JeR AT |THISE AT fadied (90 | 3¢9T Fad U3d
fr | Ty Sifad 9RAYER, IgREdl, ArgHarar #fEe

fa-irese®! diftead faearq Fat fqearder @i H1v ggr
qifaa TR F |

25" Anniversary Special Edition



AT AH FYTE FreAeed S&dl @ied= qTHeEHH]
I VAT | A HISHATH! FATEATS o T | Giiead
AAATE 9% gH AYed AdeR 9AT | gifHE Eaedrsl
AEqd qohTAd Giteadesd T | Asdel Qitaad q4r
AGIMTT gl A FIAT gieaet & aredr | AT
T qiRomHeRT iy FATEE Hed HiiAwg | AT TUSHT

~

FATFHATTR] eI [ATRTAT TR0, HRATET T [oTeedT FE
FATAT TAEHTATS AT SR T T ATASATR TR
foraiT | Tt o 7 efad TR ATSH FH T T o
JIYHRATE BXF B GUSHT HUSHIH AIHT YeTR,
Ffqeh ATHAT QY ATHINS AITGEE TEHT Tews; |
AT AT GreAges: faaell o gr~, aMfdes Jersa=dqr

qreT, faear, S9dr, e T HUSHTR! fdrEsd Gereh
i afF @fqe AT wHE g | dwa giftead
STETEEHh AN T afAaTae HUGHHT FAT TRl ATART
T | GIATAR (qea9dy hifd aredr | AT T Fe
ATFTH! FTALATA FeY T AT AILeH [qud | o
TETEHT (T T S 9T T7ehT HeTe 3T qRIgs faa,
A RS 95-30 |

FEATARE] THATEA AT T AGAT & qebel | Gireas
favarq wfadare Sqerdr i@, aeifata, A,

ST, eTTHeR el JaTTel T Wb | bl TATT (IXRT

qYeRT T gH TIREA T Tolee Sl JTHeE TI9E% Helly
QATI THATH FUH U5 | &1 O %ol TEAT qogal
TATHT A &S | 3ATE gHEH ATSAT [ak[des S |
TR T 96 o T I AME A FRATE T
ITIH T, |

ITHe T@qeaar : TUTd fevg I 8aT 219 a7 Toq=ATcH®
I FHA 9 Al gH A 9T AW TSS9
Teifer Al &1 | qATd el TTART ASATART AT
2| AW AIBRATS SATeTR FAGTT 093 o gifHeE
@FAFATH gk 9 Il TR P | Ieodt@d dRT

AATAD] MA@ TSIl A TTIAT  TEIT
ATATHAT TUSHATATE Fehleed TEsl qAT | Tl HUeirel
Fh-Hh P T AMET FaLl AR TAT | Fq T
HRT, MF HRT T AR T BRUA 77 TSR
AL W TEAAT | THH! TATS ATl HUSATHT af o
& Afbrg, | AT A9 JUTeeh! AUSHl Faradarg FelT
T AP G | AR AT TOIETHT GT TR
ST | ATl HUSHTHIAT qATaE AHHT AT s
AT ¥ N HR=AReTH aEREH o | AT B HAS
HATHT ¥ AAAATS GIcdrerd (a7 &l | AT qT9esl J1d 2l
T AT B ATAT | WIAEEs ATReg e 7 ffera,
A T AR JITHT AR G AT 9f ok afe
qTIeRT T UR TeRedl B A IaTex &l | AT
AT TugetreR i I ¥ qEar 39 3 |

ATl HUSAl STeTaeATs 2al Jarad Heeh-Thidh STAT
Thd TUHT UTE7; | R00\9 JTART TATATRT BT JTeghl
HaAT HHATS aTeat, qma=AT aftqear faq 7 faq
qeATe S T TRUH AT | afaqedr [ e 9o
TATA ¥ qY & HigdT STerepl T SR A7 | Sfaae T
i o SAIe 9 a9 | Fgafad gemae Ro¥s ufg ufq
FATIE AUH! B | T Teh AU UL AqH T oATHI
AT qAT TTHTEHT HEAT ATATR (AER) =ARAT “F
& 21 fpfeaT fear” W T gATeEeH aHEd
AT e GUHr U | ASdeAdl qwq 9g Toraeehl
TATGH AT G qi T&dl W kT Gbebl I | 0%
STS & A ATHaRE! 6, AAqIR drerameeqd T
TEHT g9 [aFhic 9AT | T3 SATH] AT 74T T € a9l
AT STgd UHT {90 | T T@AAT IRERETATS Bredl
AT TS, AUGHT Ta7 ATSHIS TH T T &Ted Hrd
T F wH T | f6fd 050-93- T TEHATATT
gY YER-YER qGT g9 aRadder ATSHT, giftea

il Restorers

TIIFRFT B © -
gRT % (1) GHAT ATEAT A YAF ATRIATS ATRAT
HTEATATAR THE TTAFA, AT T AL T AT
gig |

(R) YIS dTfHE TFIEAATS dTiHeP T 9T d1iHe T
oA T WA T &F g | AR e A qdr
oTTeeh TSI FoaTAA T FRE0 TF q4T TS0 Fara qam
ST SATITRE] AT HAA adlg FAtHd T9 drar
TRTT AT S |

(3) T IRIZRT Y& Bebebl TANT &[T HHA 9T HTASA(eh
e, farerar ¥ Afqedrer yfaed gy a1 aEsE
oIt TF T FATHATT T, TR AT HHb! g TRadT
RIS AT AHHN GHAT @A T FIH a7 FEeR T a1
RIS gaw ¥ AT F1F A THITH ST &7 G |

T TATAR] FTATAA GTTHE AT &b T Th
T | T ATERE ITANT FATAl AUSARSS A FFHT
TEREH B | U e ARTIAT FAT, Tl Fel,
ATSTA Helo GATAA, ATZaA ATAH, ST, FTHAT, TAT,
HHHAT, Yeodl HHHT JcH HATST AHb] MEISEES
T | I F L QT GHTTEEh] LTI, GHINAF
FATHT HH, TAT T ATTS G-FHEREN FI q0T
IMMST G Tedl G | AT AlaaTTeh Frag 96T &l | O 5
PR AT T GHH AT T ST 99 & Al
AT W T ST G | & AT TATABT e
dT¥eF TATAATHT o AIT=d e &l o ? &1 97 febef el
IATHT QTS | URI%BE HIEH T | TRIE el
FTAT HET TATST FH | el ARG @ I | FIGAl
HaTH] ACHIE g | T&AT T AWNIF FHATHATIES
Sfgard faafed g7 | awer dfaaee S Sfq gwer
FRR=adT TRFT B, TEHT ITART AfGHTT Tdh T I




3@, | IRTHT TGN FRTHT Foel@ TRTHT “a afeae =" S
@, AT AT THPT WA AT T qT3= JTearerg
A AT T G | AT TTH@IE dTTHeE TR
AT EEsd! EaEaETyg qard T GuE 89 | g9d
FoqH@IF ATH! dTHF EhbT TART T ATHAT A,
JGHT ATT /G Ak AMSH, T AANRIBH! FAER T
STEAT FATHEATT TEXEHT B | FISHTS! [SfeedT (AT 2050
qY ¥ TG H faT IIAFEA FIET A qRER”
T ATTSTAT T IR AT FIFd g8 GreAd
HErcqd” AT AcHlad Tded, HLpRq ad1 ANNE ISSaTH
At FEa Bl Iutead 9T | 39 Sfaam AT SwE
qUH! HTTHE Waaargr Sie fag gaaen foer 39
AU GIMeaqes IR HUH (97 | T T9T1d Fih

AT ATATHRUN TF FHICH (9T | A gFa81e?
AT FIT TF GRS TaT T 9T “Farer qe e
U AT I &7 | TeT a1fHes THaT AaHH g |
qa uTfHes THETIATS A=Al e GE G | &TH qHRaE
T T FE ¥ G AT TAR & AT 4T |
I gaP WUR ST ¥ AIATAATS begdl AT ATHRAT
STRAT Feha TV 5 STHTHAT YT 1T o | fafaer
THHT ATESH] G ardal Iqredar faar | el UF
7, fafd k0o, wrg o3 Tq fHEsvar fad udes,
FEET TN ANRE ISSAH FAATAIHT Th  FARA
AUH (997 | SARAHT ATS dTTHE THITAFT FATEEH
FEATNTAT Tgepl f9dr | Wiftaas oFEesAr €1 &4
AEE T TN Ao Hels UKl FewAtrar fadr | ga

AT | 3T ferate qrreRr FAHT WS AT AT | AR

HATATRT AchAT HAT Fad [l I AR T

FSTHATATET TRT 92T | i AThel T a1fHe SaeIdre]
ATATT T bl [Tl T AT AT Gerg TUHT T |
ferearieia s e fEws | 39T gF MRYe auarata
giteamesars qui a1t TaeTdie! Tearafd faeer 3 |
gIHE WAAATE FhdTs Hrold aarsudl § | TAH
faepeq & 7 ATST TR (0T AT g |

Tk AHA FTAAF TaeTEAT (Gustabo Gutierrez) o
AT G, afHe @aeAdl T F-TATEARS] AN ATHTTSTF,
1T AT AT IR TRIFAF &7 | Sl Teh aeu
“GEPRT A’ (Liberation Theology) & W=,
gHePT AT AT T AATARHT AATAATS AFITH T
ofed JART TR qUHH 3+ T 95 | a¥ A fa=m T
ATk sf@ed forel Sarerehr afauraer gfied gedr
ST TRFRRT G | ATTTTHAT = ITAA TP T TR
T | Gitaaaesdl A Jehl a= e, 38T Al
FIET T HUGHATH! GTIAT HeA &1 | AT TSAATe T BIAv
9 afq ATITF G |

AUSATR! AP AT @bl HAATT AT FF HIGATA
YTl AIHebT AT T IS B8 ¥ Had T JAeT
AT TRIST T & T 21 | [Beh! faureqar qugeren
IATATE Gl AT FH Hecash! & | “TaTel Giftaa
ZATRBAAT FHhTAd ¥ Fed T HAwEeq Jurd qRhrd
grewasd! fed us fam faar fam =oom =i | &8 g9
AN WAT T B AT @RS ARAT | THE HISHATH!
T THTH Eed TR TR ATTQIE HATIH IR
WWQ@W@W&IW?OaQ&H
03 & fad ¥ WUH GREAY YFFHAT ATRTAIET
FUHHAT “AIA GIeT FAS AT JI9T T 97
AT AUSAT AN AFRAT T9T” I FAIHT ATIATSTATHT
JEHTAT TP AL AAATS ATHRAT Bb  ATTBD

YATES AUTeThl AT ATAATHT FaY Ta “H=R
T ATANT TS TH Ueh TRHET YT LRl 9T | 7T
FepRTciiel TR F9TRT @ oH WEHITHI Ehfadepl JeTA
TEH TATSE HATAAS  A=AATHF SRTATEsa T (Heway
FARA T qAT ARANAE AN TESTAT HPRTCHE
TEH 91 TATT | THS HISATA AThRAT AHET fare TR
T EH US| T ANHE AR Zhebl FATCTHT T
9V AT T AT AT g Febehl ATATE T S |
THHRUT AT AUSAT TH TeaT ATAT IS ATRAT BT
fate T4 ¥ T GO ¥ ATEATST b T T TG |

T FREHT TaAR] AT IIERUT G | ST AR
HUSHATS I AT T TN IRGw; | IAT Grea el ATedT
faaT waTEy @R =aTFe! fawgHT gfqare T qfg g |
q T EET WA WUX g9Aq [ohAebl I TATEGEeaTd
areT M faeesar Hoq | 87 9Rd s 1 A
T witdesd gRT ®iET T g7 gfa 3%, 9 9w
AR ART (988 ATATST ISTTHT S | =ATTHI TeTHT
AR B | T ARTIF Bh T dTH% TeTHT ITATX
ATHT TA9aTaeTs Teohd TRehT S | 3T AUTeAT GIaaes
af afevedl dd@Ee faeg ¥ oifbe @AdeAdel &
gz AFAE ATHI &6 ¥ feqswr M Ifaa & &1 7
AT AT qfe=T {287 AR epeb! FHHT H Teb Foall
TATAl T ATTHE FTH] Gtaad § W= Farq T &l &l 7
gfed 3 AT TEAS TES ¢ TRHATH! FhaAr HA
13 fqaer S faner g, 9 A A A 6
fa 99 &1 7 YRS Ylqegar =Mfevdl g | Farae
Figzee! fauw afefeadrar Augeder a9 fasgHr ¥ afies
A=A feasr M TF SE 95 qerad qiFedr dodn
fareheT BT |

T : gitaa A FXaTIe J9] THATS FAHT FHISTT
T AW | AT FHE UH §F AU ufg qd FTeR
THT & B A dr=reht U g | av aifeafd 3er
AT | GIfteT 7 W A hide AT | §iqes, Avgere

25" Anniversary



frrare® ¥ faeare Tewd MiFT &7 IHRH garae i
& | ITUTRT ATl fae qame $7 T &% <7 etfew afe a7 |
HUEAT e fqear T RIEATHT 3 g9 G9R AT Greae
e fa AT AT | A" 9 el A9l HUSH e

AfeF: TEHT 19 T AN T qEeTs g | fearaaae
HepT 2fRedl @ | FHT 9 THAE TEA AFREO T
qFG, | HUGA! Sfecd qfT SATTCHST BTqelqaREE STRINTRT
FAfeSTd &9 Sed 8, TRRAT ©90-9 | s+ fadeswn

FUSTERH! AfHE Ut FH ST | SHEwEr A A
T AAER T G | ATl AT Siq F gqrae e afq
farTerept HUgeT gfderamT STt 91feg g 9 aTear S |
wfeel HugeTel Al FAET dE@R g F=T B A9l |
THHRU HUSATHT AFEE Fel BTl T@rd AT, dATel =,
T, FABUE A Gregehl AT o T e o=
US| 92, JET, W, GEAT, T fee Erearsiar Tufohe
T AETETIFATH F TANG A0G TTHT HLTET G
SRTATE®] THATH! @R AT THE TATST Gl HAA
g | WFR I AFAT 86 GER=a T M 98d
g @l @ | Had garde g1 T T IRIEIAT 8¢ FHH
T g3 | T ¥ HRT AU AT Gredehl HUGHAT AT 38

Restorers Magazine Vol. VIII

qTRT FE9THT AT eTaaTar T8 diftaehr a=r= arer 1
EYF FAIAATE FTHAT T ATTR ATTTHAT &7 |

eI TATNES:

ATl ITITT 097, IS, %5 |

ETET ATRTT a 9%, ¥ 99%, T 3050 T30 |

qRET AT qReT, a 9%, #F 99, 9 2050 U ¥ |
FA Al TH., GITH b FAT AT ATHT (SAEHT)
UsT. 934, R%0 |

fa. . @arer, g9 Toar dRgHEr @aEan I, &% |
ST . HIek, GUSHHT fAETq FAETT, U, 305 |




Qo &f sraredr wfer JrerAET TATE gv gHwEr faud |
T g e fadn, et amedt HewE & ufq
g gl faud | e fHeeiEs quTe ge faead
ST HHHAT IETEEH! AT TUTAHT TAT | IETeEeh! AT
TET G-GHER AR T IUA AR AEAH RHeawET
T e FUTd ALHT AN Feeh AT (947 | 5
framriiesel foeaer ASHT TIY, RHYERS  TaTelehl
AN AT -FHTAR T AT SHT @led gg=AT |
T fAeHies q9Te g1 fqead S wEEdT g
faeaer 7% JeEware aid FHeTREsd! a9 gq oared |
T TG AGATS ZTHIS BITHAHT JeTewerl Hiod afesrs
T WET ANTET TATAT TUSHT Sfaera qfq T=or ey |

oluTeTa U2rd fareeRkiss:

THI%Re AT UlEdl TF  AUTHT  TR-TATClEseh
gaeT Ul faat, W1 Giftead  guEdTEes o
@t $.9.958) A1 dfes (Afeeta =) are 9
FHAT TEIAT UELEE Graagedl qh FISHIIST FaeT
T T AYTAHT, FISHIUST IIARHT Gt a1
TR-TferaTell T9eT T qiEel S $W.9%%9 AT A= |
FETT Q6T T 53 TATEET TATEAr STAATRT AT anifeeror
T P Wewl F9TST AUITHT STEN e W&, g
g T FITATewdrs TIAHT a5 ¥ F qFLY o
JATETH gifHE AATEE TH ~ITHT R THIT |
I faviTe®aTs ot aawtq fau T “qeh faemear g
(Decree of freedom of Conscience.)” ATH® AT i
SR TR TH gAETE, B (qeefl [Rereiess wams
TIEHT T GH, a8 TS IS AR 9T
TAAATS THEIT TR Irilewdls s9dre (Harad T
AFAATRG ATHT 00 THHFH FHATARET AR AITAHT
AT FAFATES Tad T Ak ASAT | ATE AT T
foraelt Tewessd anl afq g 2T | fdreded JaR,
JAFRIEA ed fAaifad Tl auaei  FTSHIISHT
freT TR Wy FvEE atRT B | | quqe-qesl

FT AT IR AT AT qaeed JTAH (97 T
FTfex af &9 TE 90 | Jetese a9 @ T et
1 @ifteaw fren faeprgwar 9fF AmTem q=mg | T9d
JIATAR 200 JUGTH 7 TEaT 7 WHER HH gl
T Sel WiEes F, {9 THAN 9 ATRAT AIAHEEE
AT gy T gAgeen, Wa favadicrr oY AiAges,
aaReEw, T fHyEdEE 9 FOTeaHT  g-FHTERET
TG BT AT qAX AGRT TYHET GIAAT TaraU R
fremiiE® ATl AHTAEEAT G-FATARIRT AT
JaeT T JAT FFeardy 9 | fReries atha w96
AT T ARAS (FATATAT I8! AT THITTAT HATAR
g TRREeR U wrement R Afed SHEE qias,
TR, AT ST SSEwH Al HiHaeedrg
ARG AT gfererar fegeget U | Iesd 91
TItas® =g (NEB), Riafsa= fadre faerer
a9 (RBMU) ¥ ¥RiTe Afgwa Mo (RMM) Z&TaT
T qMfep TIAT F-TAEAR heATST ATBAE | Awad
fr @ AT T WTIATRl AR FErRl ATl afe eI
TRT THAAT | S RS 94T T FEATARST AT v
IrET I T.H9UL0 T gAN A9 FT &R fHerdEs 2
e FTeAeEd qEATARART AT J49T T T IaTH
TAATE FaEdqR T ATel | TRHIARPT o7 [T el T
war ik et [aegaT @eT Ted F |

qe3il - 203l AdreinT fIReRIEE I farre
I TIAT AUSAT Ffereraar £.9.9%4 0 fafarse a foar,
ST TUTAT GIfteaer Fleed Tor G | AT TITeTg TITerH
FEHATEAR AT T feuesr @wg afq afq fafa=g | 78
Y AqreHr faaelt fHemies T qEEERET qT @
gifeueer frm faelt faerdessr araad qwHvEaR
AT AT Gftadd AuTeAeeds qid ATHT I TATIAT
T FART TN SR qARHTH ITeder ATl AT aeedrs
JET TgH Tad TR 1T ATHINAE P i T2 | el
TS bl SIAeTerT ATy T qHaTIars fara=
HIHETE ARTEH TATCHT S |

25" Anniversary Special Edition



AN IRTE TS A-HAEEH- qATeee A T A9
(UMN), 9917 32RT a%2 (NLT), g9 ®T hrsee (YFO),

A TR IHTe® Aliecd, 7T FIAT G-GATET &6
S AP, TRAPT TEIF, AT FeT AT ATATE T

R S HT FHE (CCFC), AWHA HITATZLA
(OM), I ®R TRTAT (GFA), edHeMa A1 (IN),

HTIHT 9T AERT 9T | Ie®ed! HeT UREH T IcaTed!
FRO G A JATEE T GrEATs dTER0 W T

TRETITA AT HArerT (INF), S e (TM) | &
TG WTe(F AT 909 8Y fHer Tiees ¥ faeRes
T T WM FHe® T GHEIATS GHY ®9AT Jhg
T ArTeE fageeed g | faves fafaer afeerar Fqorerr
THEEH EEUST T | TSl HE [HIH FeAEE®
T SIS qEwH ATH FEEag Wl g | 9. BRiEEa
RF+E T YA (CRWM), USA, =i e
feTE®, AR feTees, @Ed e (USA) 9 |
v fafa=T Iregare SAThITT FOAT 9 A TS Ialehl
HiEAT AT AREE feeed B | [qrleed TRHTERE
T ATHATATS OTeld 7T JUTell AUSHIgsars ATl
FTHT ITHT FATSTHT ATNT TLHTSA |

aurcll AvsSiaEdl f[FRRIsEM! Gal:

TH.9YY Ul Tgge faemRiesa forem gmwr afw e
FH TWH T 997 @ TE TEEd AT (5w
“UF TRISHT 2 =9 feedl 43R %” Al Ioi@ TH B |

AL AT Jeer@ W AAAR AR ferdes ¥ difteas
RYT EETE® TATeHT Ja9 TR T I@A1d HH TR |
SAEEA | AUl wEEEArs A ¥ SMRE WA
g HEd 909 T | THA XAl TRTSETeb! [aT=HT Aebehl
AT 8¢ T IRMST e SLehl GIATAH A3 qT
TGS TEEH! B | A Yoo GAATAR Teh AT AehT
TITIHT, Rielas | ST T 1o 19T TRdATehT HeTiese
IS TRTZEH Tl

Taqeyo ufer, s T Giftead wiafafaeser anfn
giqatead fadr, da faemREs 9 T IRaH fatg=
AT SewaT AR ®YHT 19 TREH! 90 IHEEd
afterar fyeRnTe, THewR, FWigaE, ¥ HaWar, g
TATAHT TR, STl T GFHT qiag ¥ fireredrg
Fegepl ®UAT TEH U frerdes weraar et
T AT HTIAT T fau) srenfeges ST, SHeed
A& ®YH] drgad [T, FEAER Y=R, T JERE
o fau Ty, gramtss wEET IHes e, qrerdr,
ity e, ghre, gfetfaateg ¥ qeares T 9t
EIAT I 917

Ticd ReT{E®a! F31 &l eI aTSdgAT . wWIE,
frerer, ¥ fafeom wrewReTsr w1 afemars fadq
FEATN QAT TATETAT FHE® AYTAT TAATATS agael
e ¥ gee wfererr fav s ItRT 9w dod
I HUTATERATS HIST T aTgad yeHmy (Catechism)

YA Restorers

AATAR JHARF, A6 I IEaves e JRIE 9y,
T FHET AITAH] AN -FAEAR TARFeE a7 |

T4, [HIRIEE®l FednTd qiedl 9T 9918 G
THIRYY AT FEIO ATl STgeAR AR TAAAT |
TATCAT STAATHT AT ATH ATITHT TS & AT AT
FT forT |

29 20l AATGEIHAT I Q2D Al ABE
forerer 1o

fearsTer 1 7, T UH. (UMN) ST TeTIaraT FHae<rer Sarerer
TH WFETHT qAT WHUges Wiiaa W) Rifed 9
T HUGH INATESH] FHIB qATT T GiedTeedls
fafver agad whd, wfifag T AfFaT aread @
(U.B.S.) I |T JRIET0IT a1 T318aT | 919 U fa u.
BRT FATAT reqsbiiad gfererr fuferes ¥ gwHadesH
faa e aTT |

IATEed TRHYEARH ASTATS [a&R THHT ST i K |
IHee fufara qur fafa=r g fagroses fag | o=
A T qEATABE WIAT W | [ @ T dAqAqTes
AT af FUTrET FEtdd g | 9 ear @ aRqdrd
qEEA AT, IEd AT, qged whel  TREl,

W UheHl, [Feq @ve W Afadur e | aEd
TEITEE FHAIETdTs U ot 9ar| T ¥ a9

Greaehl I/ aTed (AT e U |

e fdar

ATSTHl TN ST qEATH  [HeARES  AERaareErd
USSR IR ¥ - THER J=R T HTHAT T
G | FATEE T BRI FHIAT G AR AT i
TRHYARFT HTH T F WH AT | TFR HAEed
TRHIARAR  IH TS T Jelehl IoT TTIAT 9 FH
At FQTST FTH Teiehl @ | IMeedl Fiod TRHH T
HET ANTRTAH] HRI ETHI TH F-FHTARE AN o
qUpT AT FHeTT et HaE 9ig T wees & Tw |
T aTed [HARIEE HUSHT TATIAT | 3Erad i,
F-JHER Y91 |, TA.R. 87 ¥ arg.uq o1, e seam
T JUERET Wfde 99 difde THET AbRAdrer Qg
o T | Jelesdhl Fedn T afeEHers gl ST
faeardiess Ffeed qoT TaaAT |




forempd:

H=THT, BT qRHYAR, Far=d ¥ IASAewd! AT e |
et AT 9Tl A ¥ ghawal g | AAHR, Jerel
AT AIOe®ars a9 d S9TAT STl G-FATAR
G I&T39 W4T | ¥ AT <9THT G-IHER T3
HITERT ATSTAT AR GRALARRT T AT (92T | et
JETH! FHITS T A9l STAdT § -FATEAR T Hfch qT97
TebehT Bl | AT TRHYALE] T2 &1, A 78 TR Sreh
TETT AIAHEEH AT QAT 3 |

RHYAR JElhl ANFAEATS HTT Gl @led HTH TATY
qI AUCAT TAATH AN FETH G-THTARET TR
Greigrg | JEf A9 (HeTeEsgRT dgHed SIer:
APl F-THER I WH G | UF  TRETARH
gig AUHT 97 Al Fafquere |

TRHYEATA ATS I IeTehl FATURT HIIAHATE JaTehl IR
TRT TS &6 | el AT AP AITE TAT AFTEHET
AEATTH FIR Flged Todg | HISATH e ¥
Jigel IWTSTE # Seld 9% Seldl R [y
fafq= SeEede AR JET@ ATHATH (HITIEEERT
R THEE | Selee "arad (ARl RHYaR fa9uast
ATRTIRT ST & T -S9Ol THYATH] ATAT T Tl
faies af sToeT =T o= @9 | 7 41 AT T
=ETg [ AUl HUSHBed (A SATRTIR! =HTd gl
AR TRHYATHT HET AT AAT 35:9%-30 9T qrerd T8
AR 9 F-THAMER R fepads |

Bibliography
Attacheril, A.E Geevarughese. An Introduction to

Church History, 1994. New Life League Internal,
Kathmandu, Nepal, 1989

Dawn Nepal. National Church Survey of Nepal,
August 2007

Mission in Nepali Context. National Mission

Commission of Nepal, 2011

Norma Kehrberg. The Cross in the Land of the
Khukhuri. EKTA Books: Kathmandu, Nepal, 2000

Perry, Cindy. A Biographical History of the Church in
Nepal. Kathmandu: Nepal, 1990

Rongong, Rajendra K. Early Churches in Nepal,
An Indigenous Movement, till 1990. EKTA Books:
Kathmandu, 2012

Souvenir, United Mission to Nepal Celebrating 45
years in Nepal, 1999

Souvenir, Fifty years in God’s Hand, (UMN 1954-
2004), 2003

25" Anniversary Special Edition



GLIMPSES

2O .

W
Second Graduation Ceremuoimy
Pay: 1 2008

Many, 1 20006
Sola Deo Gloria

Restorers




25" Anniversary



{¥ Restorers



"‘H'! i lﬂl" gk,

lhl

25" Anniversary



Ll Restorers



25" Anniversary






®

M- 15 2006

Sok ~ = Gloria
iy,

BT | kL

o T b P ek, &
b : | f
AT R T
I o

25" Anniversary



1st Batch: Left to Right: Mr. Chetan, Mrs. Anju Karmacharya, Mr. Prabin Karmacharya, Mr. Dharma K.C.,
Mr. Dil Thapa, Mr. Babu Ram Himal, Mr. Bal Tamang, Mr. Hem Jarga, Mr. Milan Subba, Mr. Meg Gurung

] v - 5
\ | l \ ‘I ;

2 Batch: Left to Right: Mr. Manga Lama, Mr. Amos Gurung, Mr. Rajesh Panta, Mr. Khem Shahu,
Mr. Rewat Ram Burawal, Mr. Maan Tamang, Mr. Mangal Shrestha, Mr. Sandesh Dahal, Mr. Tek Buramu,
Mr. Kamlesh Khadka, Mr. Arjun Sunuwar, Mr. Narbu Sherpa, Mr. Bala Ram Sunuwar

Restorers




34 Batch: Left to Right: Mr. Ding Paite, Mr. John Maharjan, Mr. Dinesh Jarga, Mr.Thoma Pun,
Mr. Ganesh Kumal, Miss. Sabina Thapa, Miss. Ruth Magar, Mr. Setu Gurung, Mr. Santosh Khatiwada,
Mr. Shankar Khadka, Mr. Rajendra Pariyar, Mr. Resham Shahu.

4" Batch: Left to Right: Mr. Suraj Muktan, Mr. Prakash Rijal, Mr. Lakim Rai,
Miss. Esther Rai, Miss. Nisha Tamang

25" Anniversary



5t Batch: Left to Right: Mr. Sanjay Maharjan, Mr. Bibek Rai, Mr. SohilalGante, Miss. Sapna Rai,
Miss. Babita Rana Magar, Miss. Naina Kala Rai, Miss. Min Kumari Gurung, Miss. Shobha Sunuwar

Wil IUN

H'

6" Batch: Left to Right: Mr. Kshetra Shahud, Mr. Khil Rana Magar, Mr. Mohamad Amjad,
Mr. Bhup Sahu, Mr. Binod Giri, Mr. Khem Lama, Mr. Dipendra Chaudhari, Mr. Bishal Kumal,
Mr. Prakash Sunuwar, Mr. Rakesh Magar, Miss. Karuna Khadka, Miss. Pushpa Tamang,
Miss. Rojina Thapa, Mrs. Maiya Nepal, Mrs. Deepti Chemjong.

Restorers



7" Batch: Left to Right: Mr. Lokendra Dangi, Mr. Badri Rana, Mr. Jiwan Gurung, Mr. Dilli Bahadur Bhandari,
Mr. UpendraSayaju, Mr. Yam Pradhan, Mr. Milan Magar, Mr. Ganesh Maan Shrestha, Mr. Basu Bagdas
Miss. Sarju Kumal, Miss. Rebecca Rai, Mr. Rajendra Niraula, Mr. Anil K.C.

8" Batch: Left to Right: Miss. Anjana Sunar, Miss. Kamala Magar, Mr. Basanta Rai,
Mr. Dinesh Kandangwa, Mr. Ishwor Sunuwar, Miss. Rita Paudel, Mr. Kumar Khati

25" Anniversary
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- IHEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

9t Batch: Suresh Tamrakar, Shanti Shrestha, Mili Maharjan, Rupak Tamang, Jisong Sunuwar,
Anita Sharma, Ashish Mishra, Himal GC

Y TERIA

EMINARY

10" Batch: Akash Magar, Simon Shrestha, Suresh Magar, Rajkumar Sunuwar, Sajesh Maharjan,
Yakub Tamang, Dilip Tamang, Barat Pandey, James Lepcha, Junu Gharti Magar, Shova Khanal, Prajila Rai




EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

11* Batch: Ganga Rai, Ruth Mukhiya, Sofia Sunuwar, Maya Shrestha, Goma Thapa Magar, Sarita Karki,
Gyatri Gurung, Prem Tamang, Tek Bahadur Praza, Bishwo Lama, Ranijit Magar, Mahendra Mal,
Nigam Sundas, Mahatma Tharu, Rubin Shrestha, Binod Rokaya Magar, Pasang Sherpa,

Pravin Sundas, Hannah Dutraj, Dhanraj Kumal, Aakriti Chaudhary, Mankaji Rai

12t Batch: Laxmi Devi Rai, Pramila Subedi, Rojina Magar, Bina Kumal, Peter Sunuwar,
Youal Sanumaya Tamang, Yam Maya Thapa Magar, Keshar Sunuwar.

25" Anniversary
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13" Batch: Mahesh Tamrakar, Dibraj Rai, Yakub Tamang, Arjun Shrestha, Rajendra Mharjan, Anil Tamang,
Surdarsan Shrestha, Indira Thapa, Nayan Kumari Rai, Harimaya Nagarkoti, Pushpa Tamang, Ashish Dahal

Chandra Tamang Daniel Tamang Diksha Tamang

3

Ganga Kalpana Manoj Merry Yonzon Prem Shrestha

i

Rupa Thapa Magar Sovit Sherpa Subash Tamang Subin Rana Magar

14th Batch




15t Batch:

16" Batch: Mukesh Magar, Santosh Shrestha, Aashish Tamang, Bishnu (Surya) Rana Magar, Meghraj
Rai, Subin Subba, Nijok Tamang, Sunita jimba, Samuel Subba, Bhuwan Khati, Bijay Basel, Ram kishan
Chaudhary, Aashish Chasudhary

25" Anniversary @



On the Occasion of the

“God’s Faithfulness Over the Years”

It brings me immense joy to hear that the Reformed
Presbyterian Theological Seminary is celebrating its
Silver Jubilee — a remarkable milestone that stands
as a testament to God’s unwavering faithfulness and
abundant grace over the years.

| fondly recall Pastor Phalgune Sunuwar, the co-
founder of the seminary, who graciously invited me
to take a few sessions at what was then known as
the Evangelical Presbyterian Theological Seminary.
From its very inception, | have had the privilege of
walking closely with EPTS/RPTS and witnessing
its transformative journey. | still cherish those early
days of teaching and engaging with the passionate
students.

In 2005, Pastor Arbin Pokharel, then Principal of the
seminary, invited me to join the Board of Trustees.
It was a great honor to serve in that capacity, and |
was also blessed with the opportunity to teach at the
seminary for nearly three years—a truly enriching

experience that deepened my commitment to
theological education and leadership development.

On this joyous occasion, | extend my heartfelt
congratulations to the entire seminary family—Board
members, faculty, staff, students, and alumni—
for your unwavering dedication and significant
contribution in shaping future leaders for the rapidly
growing churches of Nepal and beyond.

May the Almighty Lord continue to pour out His
heavenly blessings upon you all. May He grant you
renewed strength, wisdom, and courage to carry
forward this noble mission with even greater zeal and
impact.

With warmest regards and prayers,

In His Vineyard,

Dr. Shashi Kumar Bhattarai
Chairman, Board of Trustees
Nepal Campus Crusade for Christ




Greetings from
WALES, UK

What a wonderful privilege it was to come out
to Nepal and teach at Reformed Presbyterian
Seminary Kathmandu earlier this year (March
2025). My wife (Helen) and | spent just over two
glorious weeks amongst the company of believers
in and around the Seminary. It was quite a task
teaching the whole book of Isaiah in ten sessions
but the students were keen, responsive, and
graciously kind too. The presence of God was most
surely in our classroom as we studied together
and also as we worshipped the Lord during chapel
time. It may have been the intention for me to
come and teach, but in truth | received far more
from the Lord through the students and faculty at
RPS than | think | gave. | have confidence in the
Lord Jesus that He will use these young people in
the furtherance of the gospel and to His glory as
they go forth throughout Nepal.

| have made some wonderful friends from our visit
whose lives showed forth the grace and goodness
of the Lord Jesus. Although Nepali culture is so
different to ours in the UK, what shone through
time and again was the same love for Christ and
the same aim to glorify the living God. | count it all
joy to have been a very small part of this year's

Dr. Mike Viccary
and Hellen Viccary

programme, and my prayer is that the students

and faculty would deepen in their knowledge of
God. Paul teaches us that whoever desires to live
a godly life in union with Christ Jesus “will suffer
persecution’ (2Timothy 3:12), so the days ahead
may be difficult, but the apostle then goes on to
say that we “must continue” in those things we
have learned from the “Holy Scriptures” which
are able to bring us wisdom, for these alone are
given of inspiration of the Spirit of God so that we
may be equipped for every good work (2Timothy
3:14-17). The Lord is worthy of all! May the Lord
impress upon the students and other believers to
persevere and to deepen their faith in Christ.

My special thanks go to Principal Amit Karthak for
his great kindness in looking after us so well during
our stay, to Mark Klompien for his invaluable help
and fellowship especially on our trip to Jiri, to Arjun
Shrestha who was a blessing on our trip to Jiri and
also on a memorable visit to Bhaktapur, and to all
the faculty members with whom we had fellowship
with over lunch and at other times.

Much love in Christ,

Dr. Mike Viccary and Hellen Viccar
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There is a great need for Education in Nepal as
churches are growing and opportunities to educate
believers and promote their growth in faith are
increasing. Furthermore, there is also a great need for
the Christian educators in Nepal who are working in
educational organizations to be trained and equipped
for the fruitful ministry. However, there are not enough
formal and qualified programs for these needs and
opportunities. Having seen the need, and obtained
guidance of God, Reformed and Presbyterian
Seminary has launched a Bachelor in Christian
Education Program since spring 2014 even though
RPS was founded in 2000 A.D. This program is to
train and equip the potential leaders, especially for the
needs of Christian education in Nepal. The program is
a fully qualified for a B.Th degree, therefore, graduates
may be ordinated as a pastor. The graduates of this
program are equipped for all kinds of ministry in the
church or in any Christian organization. However,
because they are specially trained for Christian
education, they are most effective for educational
ministry in a church, Christian organizations, and a
day school.

It is expected that students will make a breakthrough
in Christian education in Nepal. Christian communities
will be blessed through their contribution, and its
impact will bring continuous transformation.

From 2014 Rev. Jun has been leading the Christian
Education Department with great enthusiasm.
His servanthood leadership inspires many faculty
members who are still making contributions to the
seminary. During his Sabbatical leave, Mrs. Sabina

y#2 Restorers

Mrs Sabina Thapa

Thapa is leading the department throughout 2025.
She is an alumnus of RPS. She joined RPS as a
part-time faculty member since 2012 and continue
her journey as full-time teaching faculty from 2024.
There are highly qualified faculty members in the
department who have much teaching experience in
this field. There are 35 graduates, 6 who will graduate
and 12 enrolled students in this program. We are
proud of our alumni whose involvement in various
capacities, including church ministry, leading Christian
originations or teaching in day schools, exemplifies
the strength of our department.

The 25th anniversary of RPS not only celebrates our
past but also inspires our future. We look forward
to continuing our mission of spiritual leadership and
academic excellence, cultivating a new generation of
leaders equipped to impact the nation.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the dedicated
staff and faculty who have nurtured and guided
hundreds of students over the years. Their unwavering
commitment to excellence in teaching has shaped the
foundation of our seminary and inspired generations
to pursue their calling.

We congratulate RPS and continue to pray that
the seminary may make a profound impact on the
community by providing spiritual leadership, engaging
in outreach programs, and fostering a culture of
service. May the graduates lead churches, participate
in missions, and contribute to societal change,
demonstrating a commitment to Biblical principles
beyond the walls of the seminary.
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EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NEPAL
(EPCON)

aifrayR, awret Lalitpur, Nepal
[EROK qa¥ OV, £0.30. 9629 GPO Box 8975, EPC 1621

On behalf of EPCON, we congratulate RPS on your
25th Comiveary Silven, Jubitee.
This milestone testifies to your commitment to theological education and service to the Church.

RPS has equipped individuals for ministry, shaping impactful leaders and scholars.
We commend you for your pursuit of truth and fostering spiritual growth.

As you celebrate, we pray for continued blessings, wisdom, and vision.
May your future be filled with even greater achievements.

We rejoice with you and offer our prayers for your continued success.
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TRIGA FEAEEH] ATFIAFAT e PRI B | TI AAITHATATE AR T TIHIGHT Jabeee
TATAHT (AT TebRT AT3ere MR g AT AZa belolges TTIAT T GRHLATH] FHIREE TR
T FHTH TRTEANTH B | G 000 HT TTIAT AUFT Evangelical Presbyterian Theological Seminary
(811 Reformed and Presbyterian Seminary, W.‘?f.@. ATHETE qRiEa) e T3dar R 311'{.“?[.‘1'\“[.
e favd afeer ausha dmard Jar T4 dieed T Jaddiases qar Teadd qaaEd g |
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T afeerdt A1fies I TATST ANRETTUHT a9 FEATHT FIAraiq Tae, wa=rd, Rrers-fofaemafed
FAH JAT I (qaneifes FTegfq 7 T T FLAT T A 79T (Scripture Union Nepal) T THaTE
g1fder JUTE AT STHFTHAT 20k T =Tewg, AT Jeletdh! SALTR YRIqeh! (AfRT TRHYERET T T4, |
THYARS AR WU, F qEafead G0 AeTTHTaesdrs T ATRTY fa9usr 8 | avaarg |
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"On this special occasion, we extend our warmest congratulations to the
Reformed & Presbyterian Seminary on the 25th anniversary of your founding and
to the graduating class of 2025. Your commitment to theological education and
services in Nepal for the past two and a half decades has touched countless lives,
and we celebrate the graduates' achievements and the seminary's enduring
legacy."

Rev. Falgun Sunuwar
& Nepali Speaking Community Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan

Living Stone College
We wish RPS all heavenly success, wisdom
and anointing ahead as it keeps on moving,
o7\ preparing and equipping kingdom people
\f@ for the extension of God's kingdom.

Restorers of Gods creation

"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge ".Proverbsl:7




HIGHER GROUND

NEPAL

With Best Complements from
Higher Ground
For celebrating 25 years of faithful ministry of
training leaders for Christ church in Nepal.

Mrs. Bimala Pokharel
Chairman, Higher Ground Nepal

and the best Compliments from...
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Our Vision:

“We see NEPALI COMMUNITIES
flourishing in the FRUITS OF THE GOSPEL
through the labor of DISCIPLES YOKED
TO CHRIST.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT

REFORMED & PRESBYTERIAN SEMINARY
Lalitpur Metropolitan City, Ward No. 25

Phulbari Chowk, Bhaisepati

Phone: 977-1-5592987 | Fax: 977-1-559298

Postal: GPO 8975, EPC 1923 Kathmandu, Nepal

Email: rpseminary@gmail.com

Web: www.rpsnepal.com




