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Message from  
Founding 
Chairman

Rev. Dr. Yakub Yeonjeong Kim 
Founding Chairman

Congratulations!

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the 
Reformed & Presbyterian Seminary (RPS),

we extend our heartfelt gratitude to God and all those 
who have walked this journey with us.

There is a saying in Korea: "Time is like flowing 
water." All living things pause their activity and rest 
at night, but like water that flows unceasingly even in 
darkness, time never stops. God, the Creator of time, 
has written a remarkable story through RPS within 
this ever-flowing current of time.

RPS has now reached its 25th year—not a mere 
passage of time, but a testimony to God’s faithfulness. 
Its beginnings were humble. EPTS, which first met in 
the evenings at Asha Presbyterian Church in Nakku, 
Lalitpur, was the fruit of the prayers and vision of the 
Nepal Presbyterian Alliance (NPA). I still remember 
those who bore the burden of the gospel together: 
Dr. Mahendra Batarai, Rev.Shubhas Regmi, Rev.
Palgun Sunuwar, Rev.L.T. Moya, Rev.H.S. Dhan, 
Rev. Sangam K.C., Dr. Benjamin Khadka, Rev. Yang, 
my wife Anne, and myself. United in conviction, 
we believed that a seminary was essential for the 
evangelization of Nepal—and we gave our time, 
resources, passion, and prayers to make it happen.

In 2004, when Rev. Dr. Arbin Pokharel and Mrs. Bimala 
joined the mission, the seminary took further steps 
forward, including the admission of female students. 
We are especially grateful that God sent wise and 
committed professors at each critical moment. 
While I cannot name them all, I must acknowledge 
the contributions of Rev. Jun K. Eo, Dr. Chang Kim, 
Dr. Sashi Bhattarai, Rev. Mark Klopien, the late Dr. 
Birendra Shrestha, Rev. Chunamani Koirala, and the 
current principal, Elder Amit Karthak. Miss Menuka, 
who served faithfully as the headmistress for many 
years, truly deserves a gold medal.

Today, RPS is home to 29 professors and 79 students, 
and has graduated 170 alumni. We cannot help but 
give thanks to God.

When my wife and I arrived in Kathmandu in 1999, 
only 0.8% of Nepal’s population identified as Christian. 
We came praying that the gospel would take root and 
spread throughout the nation. Since then, we have 
witnessed the powerful work of the Holy Spirit. Many 
have come to believe in God the Creator and Jesus 
the Savior. For Anne and me, witnessing this spiritual 
harvest has been the most meaningful time of our lives. 
RPS has sent missionaries to regions unreached by 
the gospel, and through them, many churches have 
been planted. RPS has faithfully served its calling to 
raise and send pioneers of the faith.



I am reminded of the school’s song, The Song of 
EPTS (RPS), which I wrote and composed, and sang 
with our students in those early days:

Look at the rising sun on the bright Himalaya

Look at the green mountain shown by the sun rays

Look at the moon and stars in the dark night sky

Everything is praising the glory of God

We are called to fulfill the will of God on earth today

We are called to restore God’s good creation in this 
universe today

Rise up, my dear friends! Soldiers of Christ!

Learn and go into the world, make it beautiful—
E.P.T.S. (R&PS)!

As we celebrate this glorious 25th anniversary, Anne 
and I pay deep tribute to the faithful servants of God 
who have gone before us, and to those who continue 
to serve with all their strength. We extend our sincere 
thanks to the members of the Nepal Presbyterian 
Alliance, the board, the dean, professors, and staff. 
Above all, we give infinite thanks and glory to God—
our Alpha and Omega.

With thanksgiving and joy,
Rev. Dr. Yakub J. Kim & Mrs. Anne Kim
Co-Founders, Reformed & Presbyterian Seminary
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From the 
Chairman...

Rev. Dr. Mahendra Bhattarai  
Chairman, RPS Board

Time flew! It has been 25 years 
since Evangelical Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary (EPTS), 
later renamed Reformed and 
Presbyterian Seminary (RPS) 
came into being with God's 
grace! It is a matter of pleasant 
observation that no 'ups and 
downs' worth the description 
have occurred during this 
period! It is all God's guidance 
and faithfulness! 

This year of jubilee is a good reason for us all to 

celebrate and express our gratitude to the Grand 

Planner and Sustainer of this institution of learning, 

teaching and shaping leaders for Churches 

and societies to contributing, encouraging and 

strengthening those with vocation to serve God!

It must be both humbling and satisfying experience 

for those who have been associated and who have 

contributed to the seminary over these years. The 

staff, faculty, the Registrars, the Academic Deans, the 

Vice Principals, the Principals, Students, the Board of 

Directors and Supporters all rightly deserve taking a 

healthy pride in what the Seminary is now and the 

Vision and Mission on which the Seminary is forging 

ahead! 

Only God can decide how this institution will develop 

further but as humans we do pray that God does grant 

all those called, the capacity to achieve what God 

wants in this Seminary to glorify Him! 

Soli Deo Gloria!
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Note from  
the Principal

Rev. Amit Karthak 
Principal

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” 
(Matthew 28:19)

As we celebrate the 25th anniversary of Reformed and 
Presbyterian Seminary, we pause with gratitude to 
glorify the Lord for His unwavering faithfulness. Over 
these past two and a half decades, God has enabled 
us to equip leaders, strengthen churches, and shape 
gospel-centered communities across Nepal and 
beyond. It has been a season of planting, watering, 
and watching God give the growth (1 Cor. 3:6).

Now, as we turn the page into the next chapter of 
our journey, we sense the Lord leading us into a new 
and urgent mission field—the digital world. Just as 
the early church moved from Jerusalem to Judea, 
Samaria, and the ends of the earth, so must we now 
move from the classroom and chapel to the screen 
and stream. This is not a departure from our original 
calling but a faithful extension of it in today’s context.

At the Cross-Way Worship Renewal Conference 
2024, I spoke on how the Church can faithfully engage 
this digital age with theological clarity and missional 
creativity. We live in what Arthur Hunt calls the 
Technopolis—a society where attention is currency 
and identities are curated online. In such a world, the 
Church must not retreat but must boldly reimagine its 
missional posture for gospel proclamation.

Like Paul in Acts 17, who reasoned in the Athenian 
agora and stood on the Areopagus, we too are 
called to step into the digital marketplaces of 
Facebook, TikTok, YouTube, and more—not merely 
as spectators, but as witnesses. These are the new 
agoras where competing narratives thrive, but also 
where the gospel can shine in clarity and grace.

Amy Sherman argued, when technology is stewarded 
well, it can serve the cause of shalom—advancing 
justice, beauty, truth, and flourishing. Whether through 
Facebook posts, livestreamed worship, apologetics 
podcasts, or acts of digital compassion, we can mirror 
the Kingdom of Christ in this vast virtual space.

This silver jubilee is not the end of a story—it is the 
turning of a page. One chapter of faithful theological 
education has prepared us to enter this new frontier. 
As we press forward, may this special edition of 
Restorers inspire us to embrace innovation—for the 
sake of souls. Let us labor to proclaim Christ in every 
village, every city, and now—on every screen.

To God alone be the glory—past, present, and future.

Rev. Amit Karthak
Principal, Reformed and Presbyterian Seminary
Kathmandu, Nepal
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Founding Chairman

Role of Principals

Rev. Falgun Sunuwar  
(2002-2004)

Rev. Dr. Arbin Pokharel  
(2004-2014)

Late Birendra Shrestha  
(served 2016, resume again  
Fall 2018- February 2022)

Rev. Amit Karthak 
(Fall 2014 - January 2016)

Rev. Mani Koirala  
(Spring 2022- Spring 2023)

Eld. Menuka Mishra  
(Spring 2017-Spring 2018)

Rev. Amit Karthak  
(reinstalled- Fall 2023- Present)

Role of Chairmans

Rev. Dr.  Yeonjeon Kim  
(2000-2015)

Rev. Dr. Arbin Pokharel  
(2016-Spring 2021)

Rev. Dr. Mahendra Bhattarai  
(Fall 2021- Present)

Rev. Dr. Yakub J. Kim & Mrs. Anne Kim
Co-Founders, Reformed & Presbyterian Seminary
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Board Members 

Ms. Sita Gurung 
(Former director of International 

Nepal Fellowship - INF)

Rev. Amit Karthak 
Pastor, Crossway Church, NRC

Rev. Vanlal Hauhnar 
Pastor, Mizoram 

Presbyterian Church (PCN)

Jay Raj Gurung 
Department of Mission 

Studies, RPS

Chairman
Rev. Dr. Mahendra Bhattarai 

Pastor, Ashis Presbyterian 
Church, NPA

Kailashman Shashankar 
Attorney

Rev. Hem Jargha 
Moderator 

Evangelical Presbyterian  
Churches of Nepal - EPCoN

Dr. Shashi Bhattarai 
(Nepal Campus Crusade  

for Christ, Emirates) 

Ed. Menuka Mishra  
V. Principal, RPS

Rev. Mani Koirala 
Academic Dean, RPS

David Kim 
Living Stone Music School

Rev. Dr. Arbin Pokharel 
Pastor, Crossway Church, NRC
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Reformed Presbyterian 
Seminary’s 25th Year- 

A Call in Two Directions [ שׁוב ]

One Community Unified In 
Celebrating God’s Grace-
We celebrate Reformed Presbyterian Seminary’s 
25h year.  Our theme phrase for the year is “Heritage 
and Horizons.”  Our theme text comes from that 
extraordinary Old Testament prophet Isaiah, chapter 
43 vv. 17-18—“Behold, I am doing a new thing.  Don’t 
you see it?”

In this text, Isaiah declares—even with Israel’s 
temple in ruins, the city walls breached and the city 
smoldering—God is still busy at work.  Even as Israel’s 
covenant rebellion means exile far away in Babylon, 
The LORD of exodus and the wilderness’ glory cloud 
is as busy among the people as ever, “can’t you see 
it?”  But there is, of course, the main question.  Where 
in the midst of all of the smoke and ashes, should 
Israel look to see The LORD at work?

At RPS, our situation is different, yet similar.  There 
are no fires in the classrooms.  The walls of our facility 
are strong.  As the academic program advances, even 
as enrollment numbers grow.  But now, inherent in 
our theme—“Heritage and Horizons”—is that same 
question.  Where is The LORD working?  What 
direction should RPS move in preparation for our 25th 
year, trekking next, to our 1st half-century?

Two Opposing Ways, Can Threaten 
The Way Forward
This year’s theme looks in two different directions.  
These can cause opposition, threatening to tear 
community apart. 

	 Direction #1—HERITAGE.  The word has a 
“conservative” feel.  “Conservative” means, according 
to Oxford Dictionary on-line, “averse to change or 
innovation.”  ‘The Conservative’ clings to ‘traditional 
values.’  What is good equates with doing things the 
way they have been done before.  Proponents wants 
to “go back to the good old days.”

Direction #2—HORIZONS. This word often has 
a “progressive (liberal)” feel.  Progressive means, 
according to Oxford Dictionary, “developing” often 
with an emphasis on “movement in stages.”  In 
general, ‘The Progressive(Liberal)’ temperament not 
only expects change, it generally pushes for it.  In this 
perspective, the next chapter must necessarily be a 
‘new way’ of doing things—change.

At major crossroads, a bit of self-awareness can 
be helpful for both institutions and the individuals 
that guide them.  Whether because of nature or 
nurture, genetics or upbringing, each of us has a 
natural bent in one way or the other—“conservative” 
or “progressive(liberal)” as we face transitions or a 
crossroads.1

The Covenant’s Challenging, 
Timeless Standard
The RPS Old Testament Department’s contribution 
to our journal’s topic—“Heritage and Horizons”—
centers on one word. This word provides a constant 
foundation, a key fiber that weaves together the 
teaching and covenant proclamations of prophet and 
wisdom teacher.

”shuv“-שׁוב

1	 Battles often lurk in organizations because of individuals’ propensity—“conservative” or “liberal”, “change” or “stay the same”. This battle rages 
in every corner of culture and society: (1) politics (2) the arts (3) economic theory 4) counseling (5) military tactics.  Examine any sphere of the 
social order, and one can find this dynamic at play, the battle between opposing sentiments: Direction #1 and Direction #2.
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Our lexical subject does not appear in this year’s 
theme text (Is 43:17-18). Yet, it serves like a drum beat 
within Isaiah’s larger work.  And as even a cursory 
study of “The Prophets” (major & minor) reveals, the 
word serves as ‘glue’ to hold this diverse—sometimes 
sprawling—prophetic corpus together.

The basic definition of the word means: (1) “to turn 
back” (2) “to return.”  So then, animals may “turn 
back” in fear (Job 39:22, Prov 30:30), or soldiers in 
anxiety (Ps 6:11, 56:10, 70:4) or regular people in 
shame (Lam 1:8). So also, a person can (2) “return” 
from a foreign land (II K 8:3, II Chr 10:2, Ru 1:6,22) 
or from chasing an adversary (I Sam 24:2, Job 15:22, 
Ex 32:27).2

But, it is שׁוב-“shuv”, used in a technical, covenantal 
sense that is the focus of this paper.  In this sense, 
the word means “return” or “turn back” to The LORD’s 
covenant. God says, return to the relationship that 
The LORD established through the acts of exodus 
(ie. ten plagues, Red Sea crossing). Turn back to the 
stipulations of this covenant, summarized twice in 
The Decalogue (Exodus 20, Deuteronomy 5). Return 
to the image of Israel—the family of faith—huddling 
at the foot of Mt. Sinai with the lightning and thunder, 
hearing about her part in the relationship. “Return” 
and “turn back” Israel, in your new familiarity of The 
Lord’s personality, newly understood through your 
Pentateuchal story.

The “Technical” (Covenantal) Use 
Of שׁוב-“shuv”3 Particularly In The 
Prophetic Corpus
Our RPS 2023-24 theme verse originates in Isaiah. 
(A) Consequently, we begin to understand the word 
by listing several times that שׁוב-“shuv” is used in 
Isaiah. (B) We continue with several examples of שׁוב-
“shuv”in other prophetic books

A. ISAIAH—

13 But the people have not returned [ ֹלא־שָׁב  ] to 
him who struck them,

nor have they sought the Lord Almighty.
--Isaiah 9:13

21  A remnant will return  [ יָשׁוּב ],
a remnant of Jacob to the Mighty God. 

--Isaiah 10:21

6 Return  [ ּשׁוּבו ] to him you have so greatly 
revolted against, O Israelites.

--Isaiah 31:6

22  I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, 
your sins like the morning mist. 

Return [ שׁוּבָה ] to me, for I have redeemed you.”
--Isaiah 44:22

B. OTHER PROPHETIC BOOKS—

‘Return [שׁוּבָה ], faithless Israel,’ declares the Lord,
‘I will frown on you no longer, for I am merciful,’ 

declares the Lord, 
‘I will not be angry forever. 

13  Only acknowledge your guilt— 
you have rebelled against the Lord your God, 
you have scattered your favors to foreign gods 

under every spreading tree, 
and have not obeyed me,’” declares the Lord. 

14 “Return [ ּשׁוּבו ] , faithless people,” declares the 
Lord, 

“for I am your husband.
--Jeremiah 3:12-14

12“Even now,” declares the Lord, 
“return [ ּשֻׁבו ] to me with all your heart, 

with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 
13Rend your heart and not your garments. 

Return [ ּוְשׁוּבו ] to the Lord your God, 
for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, 
and he relents from sending calamity. 

2	 Francis Brown, S.R. Driver and Charles A. Briggs, The Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1999), 
996.  For in-depth study of this article’s lexical subject, see entry 7725.

3	 The few citations above, utilizing the technical, covenantal meaning of שׁוב -“shuv”, are mostly found in the imperative form (ie. “return! turn 
back!”).  A complete study of the word finds that the three letter root is used in all variety of tenses, participial and other constructions. So 
regularly in these various forms, the word calls for covenant repentance.
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14Who knows? He may turn [ יָשׁוּב ] and have pity 
and leave behind a blessing— 

--Joel 2:12-14

3 Therefore tell the people: This is what the Lord 
Almighty says: 

‘Return [ ּשׁוּבו ]  to me,’ declares the Lord 
Almighty, 

‘and I will return [ וְאָשׁוּב ] to you,’ says the Lord 
Almighty.

--Zechariah 1:3

7 Ever since the time of your forefathers you 
have turned away from my decrees

and have not kept them. Return [ ּשׁוּבו ] to me,
and I will return [וְאָשׁוּבָה] to you,” says the Lord 

Almighty. 
--Malachi 3:7

The Covenantal Call to שׁוב-“shuv” 
Challenges Both The ‘Conservative’ 
and ‘Progressive(Liberal)’ Attitude.
	 The Old Testament department places this 
article in the journal on RPS’s 24th year for a purpose 
that is as much pastoral as technical. The timeless 
call of The LORD to His people in all times and places 
remains the same— “return to me!”

Whether in Jerusalem or even in Babylon, freedom or 
captivity, the LORD’s covenantal call never changes, 
“Return to me!”  The same God of Exodus’ plagues, 
water from rock, the glory cloud day and night, manna 
& quail, goes with a people, when they ‘repent.’  The 
call of the LORD in Nepal and anywhere else in His 
kingdom is the same—“return!”

What may be surprising about this exhortation, is 
how this key covenantal command cuts in opposite 
directions. It prevents any individual or organization 
from becoming self-satisfied or complacent. Consider 
then—

A Word To ‘The Conservative’:  
“Heritage…”
The covenantal call to “The Conservative” is שׁוב-
“shuv”—“turn,” again!  Each morning and night, 
is time for a change of heart, back to The LORD!  

This change is not about rituals, but rather, inner 
repentance ushering forward in different behavior 
toward The LORD and other people—lips, fingers and 
toes.  So, the conservative should hear this word, as a 
call to do what comes really hard—“change!”

Consider the prophetic call to the “The Conservative” 
in the larger context of the prophetic books, from 
which we quoted above.  The LORD is against murder 
(1:21), but He is just as opposed—through the words 
of Isaiah’s mouth—to structures of aged power brokers 
(2:12-18). Certainly, Jeremiah urges against adultery 
(3:12-14), but he also rails against traditionalistic 
worship (7:2b-4).  Certainly, Joel cries out against 
drunkards (1:5), but he also urges against old Jewish 
ritualism that might have a very long history, but has 
lost meaning (2:12-14).  So too, Zechariah’s concern 
as much as “bad sins” was among ‘the religious,’ 
failing to show mercy and compassion to the widow, 
fatherless, alien and poor (7:8-10).  The LORD makes 
it clear through Malachi that He hates divorce, but He 
is most concerned about a religious man filled with the 
proper, pious words, yet clothed in violence and evil 
(Mal 2:16-17).

A Word for the Progressive(Liberal) 
“Horizons”…
The progressive is called to return שׁוב-“shuv”…
“return!” The standard to which humankind is called 
to return is not anything new, a yet-to-be-discovered 
way. The calling is backward, to that old Mount Sinai, 
and to that old, old covenant that was established 
there.

As the nation prepares to go into the land, God’s 
exhortation to Joshua could be read as the exhortation 
to the entire nation: “Do not let this Book of the Law 
depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, 
so that you may be careful to do everything written in 
it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” (Josh 
1:8).  During the “high era” of the prophets, Jeremiah 
does not call Israel to some new’ teachings, but to 
“…my law and the decrees I set before you and your 
fathers.” (Jer 44:10). In the last few words of the entire 
Old Testament, the call is not new words.  Rather, 
“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees 
and laws I gave him at Horeb for all Israel (Mal 4:4).
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Following the Call To שׁוב-“shuv”, In 
View of The Perfect Life, Ministry and 
Death of Christ
In our 24th year, we are a community of Christians 
wondering about what’s next.  This article urges us 
to step forward in view of our lexical subject— שׁוב-
“shuv”. As we do, be invited to see in these shadows, 
the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.  What does “The 
Living Wisdom” say about “heritage” vs. “horizon?” 
Does Christ urge, “change” or “not changing?”

Limited by space, consider Christ’s attitude in just 
one, particularly poignant phrase—

“I did not come to abolish The Law, but to fulfill it.”  (Mt 
5:17-18)

The True Soul stepped forward without allying 
with one camp or the other—“conservative” or 
“progressive(liberal).”

First, see the extraordinary ‘conservatism’ in this 
Christ.  In His life and ministry, Christ is not abolishing 
the Old Testament, but constantly teaching and 
applying OT scripture—‘The Law,’ the Torah of Moses, 
the Old Testament corpus in general (Mt 4:4,7,10; 
5:21,27; 9:12-13; 21:16, 42-44; Mk 10:5-7;  12:29-
31; Lk 4:18-19, 24:27, 44; Jn 15:25). Second, note 
Christ’s ‘progressive’ tendency “…to fulfill” The Law.  
Christ “filled” Old Testament words with the example 
of a radically Kingdom-focused lifestyle (ie. deeds) 
that often overthrew the status quo.  Christ’s Torah-
life included teaching words with application.  But 
much more, His life was the teaching—a seen, felt 
and applied Torah—that sometimes offended people 
who saw faith as something far away, promises only 
for a future kept up in heaven.

What is initially surprising, eventually makes sense. 
Jewish ‘conservatives’ and ‘liberals’ in Christ’s day4—
who agree on precious little—find ultimate, deep-
down consensus as far as what to do with Christ.  
They release Barabbas. Then, Pilate asks,

“What should I do then, with Jesus who is called 
Christ?”  (Mt 27:22)

A few hours later, Christ was hanging on a cross.

Christ’s radiant perfection illustrated extravagant 
love beyond acceptable theological boundaries, 
often shocking ‘the conservative.’  Christ’s turn 
back to Israel’s tradition made Him suspect, by “the 
progressive(liberal)”. Yet, Christ’s obedience resulted 
in the radical acceptance of His ministry by His father, 
evidenced by approval through words and The Spirit’s 
authority (Mt 3:17, 7:28-29, 17:5).

Here in RPS’s 24th year, we suggest that there is 
a divine way forward for the RPS community that 
cuts beyond ‘conservative’ or ‘progressive(liberal)’ 
temperaments— שׁוב-“shuv”. For leadership and a 
whole community looking for a way forward, true faith 
heads in an old, old direction. Yet, faith must also 
guide us into challenging new ways of obedience, as 
The Kingdom counter-culture marches at the impulse 
of Christ’s love.

Hear the call, then, one last time— שׁוב-“shuv!” And 
as the RPS community leans into an obedience 
that reaches beyond temperament or agenda—
‘conservative’ or ‘progressive’—may Christ Himself 
not only come into clearer focus.  May Christ continue 
to dwell among us.

Milan Tamang
The Old Testament Department

4	 Pharisees were a major sect in Christ’s day, leaning ‘conservative.’ They had high view of Old Testament ‘Torah’ (Scripture). They spent 
their lives looking back to the days of Moses, and reading traditional interpretations of The Law. For the Pharisees, Jesus seemed like a 
‘liberal’. Jesus regularly turned to the Old Testament, but His practical, everyday love brought Him into association with people outside 
“acceptable boundaries” ie. (1) an immoral Samaritan woman (Jn 4) (2) a Jew who worked within the Roman system (Lk 19) (3) a banquet 
of unacceptable people where Mary, a “sinner,” washed Jesus feet with her hair (Lk 7). Sadducees were a second major sect in Christ’s day, 
leaning ‘progressive (liberal)’. They concerned themselves with tracing their blood lines of privilege—Aaron, Levites and the priestly class. But 
as far as everyday living, rather than antithesis, Sadducees were known for capitulating to the Hellenistic culture of the day. They promoted a 
lifestyle of change with the times, as key to the Jewish nation’s future.
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25 Years History of 
Reformed & 
Presbyterian 
Seminary (RPS)
(Previously known as Evangelical 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary)
(Recorded by Eld. Menuka Mishra)

This is a brief story of God’s faithfulness 
throughout 25 years in the life of RPS with the 
movement “Renewing Minds and Reforming 
Churches: The Covenantal Call” in the likeness 
of Jesus Christ. RPS is glad to share the history 
precisely in this special edition of “Restores 
Magazine.” In 2000, RPS was founded by mission 
hearted leader from South Korea Rev. Yeonjeong 
Kim, and the Nepali church leader Rev. Falgun 
Sunuwar for the mission of Nepal with the name 
Evangelical Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
(EPTS). Rev. Yeonjeong Kim was the founder 
chairman, and Rev. Falgun Sunuwar became the 
founding principal of the Seminary. It was started 
as a night school; students commute from their 
own homes and workplaces daily for classes. Its 
initial mission was to train pastors and leaders 
who wanted to enhance theological knowledge 
and for those who were already active in their 
ministry inside Kathmandu valley.

In 2002, the mission of the seminary was reinstated 
under the supervision of the Nepal Presbyterian 
Alliance (NPA). The senior pastors and mission-field 
secretary made up the first board of the Seminary, 
so they started working together as NPA pastors and 
Seminary leaders to develop RPS for training and 
producing future evangelists and new church planters 
for the ministers of NPA churches. Rev. Yeonjeong 
Kim became the first Chairman of the Seminary by 
the approval of the board. That year, the Night School 
turned into a Day School and started housing students 
on the campus. In 2003, the first batch graduated with 
11 students from the Night School with a Bachelor of 
Theology (BTh) degree offered by the Seminary.

In 2004, the first biggest leadership transition took 
place in the overall administration of the Seminary. The 
founding Principal Rev. Phalgun Sunuwar left the USA 
for further studies and he urged Rev. Arbin Pokharel 
to assume the full responsibility of the seminary. And 
Rev. Arbin, who had committed to only teaching a few 
courses, took on the responsibility as the Principal of 
the Seminary to develop the Seminary. He assumed 
that responsibility for the first 10 years and continues 
to lead the Seminary till the present, as it was his 
vision to train pastoral leader for Nepali churches. 
Meanwhile, Rev. Yeonjeong Kim also left for his further 
studies in the ThM program at Calvin Theological 
Seminary, while remaining as the Chairman of the 
Board and entrusted his responsibilities to Rev. Arbin 
(Principal) and Mr. Benjamin Khadka also worked 
under the supervision of Rev. Yeonjeong Kim in his 
absence. He was a dean and resident in-charge 
of a men’s hostel as well as in-charge of the mess 
and campus. During that year, the primary mission 
of the Seminary was to train evangelists and church 
planters for NPA churches, all of which was revised 
under the leadership of Rev. Arbin Pokharel (New 
Principal) and Rev. Yeonjeong Kim (Chairman). The 
scope of its theological education was also opened 
to all denominations in Nepal. Initially, the Seminary 
offered Theological Education only for male students, 
eventually, under the leadership of Rev. Arbin 
Pokharel and Mrs. Bimala Shrestha Pokharel strongly 
recommended that it offered theological education 
to the female students. The Seminary had become 
a fully residential school, on a semester basis. It 

Eld. Menuka Mishra
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also took active membership in the ATEN library. 
Rev. Yeonjeong Kim returned from his studies with a 
Master of Theology (ThM) degree and resumed his 
chairmanship in the fall of 2005 and started active 
involvement in the welfare and development of the 
Seminary as well as teaching the major courses. 

In 2006, the Seminary moved from Bagdole, across 
the Ring Road to Ekentakuna still on the main 
road. The first year in the new campus, the second 
batch of 13 students graduated with a Bachelor of 
Theology (BTh) degree. In this year, Rev. Chang K. 
Suh accepted the proposal of RPS board to be an 
International Chairman of RPS. In his period, he and 
the Korean Chicago Church supported financially. The 
first minor leadership transition took place after Mr. 
Benjamin Khadka left for further studies in the Spring 
semester and Eld. Suman Rai replaced in his position, 
who also served as a registrar for the Seminary. Mr. 
Jaywant Das, a PTS graduate also joined RPS as a 
full-time teaching faculty with a one-year commitment 
and also took the responsibility of the men’s hostel 
in-charge that year. 

In 2007, Seminary received Ms. Menuka Mishra as a 
full-time teaching faculty, and she was appointed also 
as women’s dean and women’s residential in-charge. 
Meanwhile, a couple from India Mr. Vijay Singh Tagore 
and Suchitra Sharma Tagore also joined RPS as full-
time teaching faculty sent by Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary (PTS) for a one-year internship. In the same 
year, the Seminary became a member of ATA (Asia 
Theological Association) and started working towards 
ATA accreditation for the Bachelor of Theology degree 
program. Rev. Birendra Shrestha (then part-time 
faculty) prepared reports under the supervision of 
Rev. Arbin Pokharel. 

In 2008, the third batch of 12 students graduated 
with a Bachelor of Theology (BTh) degree. In the fall 
semester, Mr. Benjamin Khadka returned from his 
studies and he was appointed as a Vice Principal of 
Administration. 

In 2009, God showered triple blessing towards the 
Seminary. Firstly, we received Rev. Jeff Fisher as an 
Academic Dean for six-months (who was preparing for 
his PhD program). As an academic dean, he helped to 
develop the course curriculum; secondly, the Seminary 
was accredited with ATA (Asia Theological Seminary) 

for the Bachelor of Theology (BTh) degree and the 
fourth batch of 5 students graduated at the same time; 
and lastly, but not the least Seminary received about 
10,000 plus books from Theological Book Network 
(TBN), then RPS Library became the second largest 
collection of Theological books in English in Nepal.

In 2010, the Seminary location changed to Saibu 
Bhaisipati, Ward No. 25 (present location), and from 
here, the fifth batch of eight students graduated with a 
Bachelor's degree. The second leadership transition 
took place, after Eld. Suman Rai, RPS registrar, 
and his family were granted asylum by Denmark 
Government for a third-country settlement, as they 
were Bhutanese refugees residing in Nepal. We also 
received Rev. Troy Bierma from the US as a full-time 
faculty and he was appointed as an Academic Dean 
appointed by the Seminary board. RPS also received 
Eld. Amit Karthak as a full-time teaching faculty 
and Mr. Umesh Chemjong as registrar of Seminary. 
During this year, Seminary Vision, Mission, and 
Values started to refine by SEC and faculty and staff 
of RPS. Meanwhile, Rev. Yeonjeong Kim (Chairman) 
took leave for doctoral studies in the Spring of 2011, 
but he remained as a chairman of the Seminary. 

In 2012, the sixth batch of 15 students graduated 
with a Bachelor of Theology (BTh) degree. After 
completing the doctoral course works in 2012, Rev. 
Yeonjeong Kim returned to Seminary and started 
working on his dissertation from the Seminary for two 
years. The third leadership transition took place after 
Rev. Benjamin Khadka asked to resigned from his 
position at the Seminary SEC and the board for some 
personal reasons. Subsequently, Eld. Amit Karthak 
was appointed as Vice-Principal of Administration by 
the SEC with approval from the board members. In 
his tenor, he worked hard to develop the Seminary 
Handbook for Students, Faculty, and Staff to run the 
Seminary administration smoothly with the guidance 
of SEC. At the same time, Mr. Santosh Khumal joined 
RPS as a full-time faculty with two other responsibilities 
men’s hostel residential in-charge as well as the mess 
in-charge of the Seminary till present.

In 2013, the Seminary graduated the seventh batch 
of 13 students with a Bachelor of Theology (BTh) 
degree. At the same time, the Seminary received a 
refined and clear vision and mission with 10 values 
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under the leadership of Rev. Yeonjeong (Chairman), 
Rev. Arbin (Principal), and Rev. Troy (Academic 
Dean), with all the teaching faculty and staffs. 
Eventually, EPTS (RPS) started integrating the vision, 
mission, and values into every course and curriculum, 
with holistic development for Nepal. During this year, 
Ms. Menuka Mishra took two years of study leave and 
began her Master of Theology in NT (ThM) program 
at Torch Trinity Seminary in Seoul, South Korea, as 
part of RPS faculty development. 

In 2014, the eighth batch of Eight students graduated 
with a Bachelor of Theology (BTh) degree. RPS 
received Rev. Jun Kyoung Eo as a full-time faculty 
and one of the SEC members. Likewise, Dr. David 
Kim also joined hands to partner with RPS to develop 
the Church Music department. In this year only, the 
Seminary was reaccredited by ATA and started two 
new programs, namely, Christian Education (CE) 
and Church Music (CM) in the Seminary. This year 
Rev. Birendra Shrestha was proposed as a Principal 
(understudies) and Eld. Amit Karthak worked also as 
an Acting Principal in the absence of the proposed 
Principal. 

In 2015, Ms. Menuka Mishra returned from her studies 
and resumed her work as a full-time faculty with three 
different responsibilities: Dean of Women, women’s 
hostel residential in-charge, as well as appointed as 
EPTS (RPS) Ministry Department Coordinator. On 
April 25, Seminary faced a devastating earthquake 
of 8.6 rectors, and Seminary had to close down for 
three months, and Seminary chapel hall became the 
storehouse to supply foods and useful materials for 
earthquake relief aid through World Renew, which 
later became an INGO. Our students and faculty 
were actively involved in volunteer work in partnering 
with World Renew. In the same year, the seminary 
became one of the consortium members of NTA/
AGSTNP for the Master of Divinity and Master of 
Theology program. Amidst the difficulties of the year, 
the seminary celebrated the 15th Anniversary of God’s 
Faithfulness and published a souvenir magazine of 
EPTS (RPS) as well as celebrated Rev. Dr. Yeonjeong 
Kim’s doctoral degree. On this occasion, Rev. Arbin 
Pokhreal was proposed to become the Chairman of 
Seminary by EPTS (RPS) board members.

In 2016, the tenth batch of thirteen students graduated 

with a Bachelor of Theology (BTh) degree. This 
year the second biggest leadership transition 
took place. The founding Chairman of the Seminary 
Rev. Dr. Yeonjong Kim transferred all his leadership 
roles to Nepali leader Rev. Arbin Pokharel in the 
seminary, and he returned back to his home country 
to serve as the senior pastor of his home church on 
December 2015. Thus, Rev. Arbin Pokhreal became 
the Chairman of the Seminary from the Spring 2016. 
Eld. Amit Karthak, Principal and Vice-Principal of 
Administration left for his further studies and Rev. 
Birendra Shrestha resumed as the Principal and 
worked in this position for one year while working 
alongside with his unfinished doctoral dissertation. At 
the same time, Ms. Menuka Mishra was appointed as 
a Vice-Principal of the Seminary until the present.

For the Seminary, 2017 became one of the 
remarkable years. Firstly, the eleventh batch of 
twenty-three students graduated with a BTh degree 
(among them 6 from CE, & 3 from CM). This was the 
first graduation from Christian Education and Church 
Music departments. Secondly, the fourth leadership 
transition took place during this time. Rev. Birendra 
Shrestha left again to complete his Doctoral studies 
in the beginning of Spring 2017. Ms. Menuka Mishra, 
who was now the Vice Principal, was asked to take 
the responsibilities as an Acting Principal of RPS. It 
was the first time such leadership was delegated to a 
woman candidate in the Seminary. At the same time, 
Rev. Troy Bierma (Academic Dean) left to pursue a 
PhD degree, and Rev. Mani Koirala, who had just 
returned after his studies at Calvin Seminary in the 
US, replaced his position as an Academic Dean of 
RPS until the present. The third biggest transition 
was the change of the Seminary’s name. On the 
occasion of 500 years of Reformation Day (October 31, 
2017) Evangelical Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
(EPTS) name changed to Reformed & Presbyterian 
Seminary (RPS) with the recommendations of the 
SEC, the board of directors approved the change of 
name.

In 2018, the twelfth batch of twelve students graduated 
with a Bachelor of Theology (BTh) degree. During the 
occasion of twelfth graduation, RPS launched the 1st 
edition of RPS bi-annual magazine called “Restorers.” 
The goal of the magazine was to bring theological 
education, which RPS is committed to providing, to 

>> 25 Years History of Reformed & Presbyterian Seminary (RPS)
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the pastors and leaders of the Nepali churches. It 
would address the contemporary challenges facing by 
the Nepali church. In August 2018, the RPS Principal 
Dr. Birendra Shrestha returned with a PhD degree. 
He resumed his office as a full-time Principal of the 
Seminary. From the Academic year 2018-2019, RPS 
started a new program – Master of Divinity (MDiv) with 
the purpose “to equip students to become excellent 
intellectuals (critical thinkers) for Nepal, excellent 
Biblical scholars (academic), and excellent pastors 
who love the church.”

	 In 2019, the thirteen batches of twelve 
students graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in 
three concentrations: four with B.Th., five with 
Christian Education (CE), & three with a Church 
Music. On the occasion of the graduation, RPS 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with ACTS/AUTC, South Korea, with a commitment 
to the development of faculty and students. At the 
same time, Rev. Amit Karthak (former Principal) was 
appointed as one of the board members of RPS with 
the recommendations of SEC (Seminary Executive 
Committee) approved by the RPS board members. 
He has been voluntarily teaching and helping the 
seminary through media ministry as an active 
member of the board. In this year only, RPS released 
the 2nd and 3rd editions of Restorer magazine with 
two important topics: “False Teachers and Teachings 
in Nepal” and “Christian Ethics: Marriage and Family.”

In 2020, RPS celebrated 20th years of God’s 
faithfulness with the theme of “Renewing Minds 
& Reforming Churches.” Initially, RPS planned to 
celebrate throughout the year with the above theme, 
but due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, most of the 
programs had to be canceled. However, SEC planned 
to have five days of virtual celebration with RPS 
alumni, current students, faculty, the international 
community, and the RPS family Christmas. We had a 
successfully five days celebration virtually.

RPS's biggest achievements in 2020: At the 
beginning of the Spring Semester 2020 RPS 
was reaccredited with three bachelor’s programs 
(Bachelor of Theology, Bachelor of Theology in 
Christian Education and Church Music) with ATA, and 
RPS also received a new accreditation for Master of 
Divinity (MDiv) degree program from the ATA. From 

March 23, 2020, due to COVID 19, Seminary sent all 
the student home and after few weeks started online 
classes for students and finished the spring semester 
with relative success. In May 2020 the RPS President 
of the board received his doctorate degree from 
Fuller Theological Seminary, USA. RPS published 
its 4th edition of the Restorers magazine, this time 
only a digital version, titled “Urgency of Theological 
Education in Nepal” keeping in mind the need of the 
Nepali church and twenty-years of our contributions 
to it. 

With these great achievements, RPS started the 
Fall Semester on August 20, 2020, online through 
various mediums (ZOOM, FB Messenger, Google 
Classrooms, LOOM, etc.). During this Semester, 
RPS released the 4th edition of Restorers Magazine 
digitally. And the special 5th edition of RPS Restorers 
Magazine will be published with the topic “20 Years 
of Renewing Minds and Reformation Churches.” 
On the final of the five-day-celebration, we plan a 
Christmas celebration as well as releasing of the 20th 
Anniversary magazine. The graduation of the 14th 
batch of eighteen students is postponed to May 2021 
due to COVID 19 pandemic.

The above history recounts God’s faithfulness towards 
the RPS as we put in our small efforts, reminding us 
that God is at work in all the affairs of the Seminary 
life and its future. Ultimately, God is the source and 
wisdom of RPS as a “church school” that seek to 
serve the church, and through our vision, mission, 
and values, we see God has been actively “Renewing 
Minds and Reforming Churches” across Nepal. We 
are certain, He will remain faithful.

 For RPS, 2021 was a significant year, despite the 
challenges of the pandemic, we successfully held a 
joint online graduation for the 14th (18 students) and 
15th (15 students) batches from our three bachelor's 
programs – quite an achievement to navigate that 
transition to a virtual ceremony. The year also 
marked a notable leadership transition: Rev. Dr. 
Arbin Pokharel completed his term as a chairman 
of the RPS board according to the RPS Bylaws 
and remains as one of the board of directors. In his 
position Rev. Dr. Mahendra Bhattarai elected as a 
board chairman by the RPS board members on July 
25, 2021. The board also proposed Dr. David Kim to 
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be a board member of RPS as he was developing 
the Church Music department from 2014. This year, it 
was interesting to see the hybrid approach to classes, 
welcoming new students physically while continuing 
online learning for returning students. Releasing the 
6th edition of Restorers Magazine and celebrating pre-
Christmas both online and physically also highlight 
the Seminary's continued activities and community 
engagement despite the circumstances. 

The year 2022 marked the graduation of the 16th 
batch of students, comprising a total of 10 individuals. 
This cohort included 8 bachelor’s level graduates, 
distributed across Theology (Th-3), Christian 
Education (CE-2), and Church Music (CM-3) programs, 
alongside 2 master’s level students from the Master 
of Divinity (MDiv) program. This graduation held 
particular significance as it celebrated the seminary’s 
first batch of master’s level graduates. Adding to this 
milestone, Mr. Subin Limbu successfully defended his 
master’s thesis, a testament to the growing academic 
rigor of the institution’s advanced programs. This 
well-written thesis was a noteworthy achievement for 
both the student and the seminary. However, the year 
was also marked by a profound and sudden loss. The 
community was deeply shocked by the unexpected 
passing of the Principal, Dr. Birendra Shrestha, on 
February 13, 2022, due to a massive heart attack. 
This sudden loss created a significant leadership 
vacuum within the institution. In response, the RPS 
board swiftly appointed Rev. Mani Koirala as the new 
Principal on February 28, 2022. Demonstrating his 
commitment to the seminary, Rev. Koirala took on 
the dual responsibilities of Principal and Academic 
Dean, effectively wearing “two caps” to ensure the 
smooth continuation of the institution’s academic 
and administrative functions during this challenging 
period. The graduation of the first master’s level 
students and the successful thesis defense by Mr. 
Limbu stand as historic moments for the seminary, 
signifying the growth and maturity of its academic 
offerings. Yet, these achievements were juxtaposed 
with the significant leadership transition necessitated 
by the untimely passing of the Principal.

In 2023, the seminary celebrated the graduation of 
its 17th batch, a larger cohort of 15 students. This 
batch included 12 graduates from the bachelor's 
program and 3 graduates from the master's program, 

indicating continued growth in both undergraduate 
and postgraduate studies. The year also witnessed 
another leadership transition. Rev. Mani Koirala, who 
had stepped in to fill the Principal role, resigned from 
his dual position due to health concerns on July 2025. 
Consequently, on September 12, 2023, the RPS 
board reinstalled Rev. Amit Karthak as the Principal. 
Rev. Karthak brought prior experience in this role, 
providing a sense of stability and familiarity to the 
leadership. Simultaneously, Rev. MT was appointed 
as the new Academic Dean, signifying a restructuring 
of academic leadership within the seminary. Beyond 
academic and administrative matters, 2023 saw 
the seminary engage with theological reflection 
and outreach. On the occasion of Reformation, the 
7th edition of the "RPS Restorers" magazine was 
released. This edition centered on the theme of "In 
the Spirit and Truth: Unveiling the Transformative 
Essence of Worship." The content of this edition 
was largely derived from presentations delivered at 
the Crossway Worship Renewal Conference held 
earlier in the year (March 20-23, 2023), indicating 
the seminary's engagement with contemporary 
discussions on worship and its desire to disseminate 
these insights through its publication.

In 2024, the overarching theme for the year was 
"Heritage and Horizon," suggesting a focus on both 
honoring the institution's past and looking forward 
to its future development. A significant achievement 
of the year was the "Alumni Homecoming 2024," 
which witnessed the largest gathering of RPS 
alumni and their families to date. Held on May 27-
28, 2024, this event highlighted the growing strength 
and engagement of the RPS Alumni Association. 
This homecoming served as a vital platform for 
reconnecting former students, fostering a sense of 
community, and strengthening ties with the institution. 
Faculty development also took center stage in 2024. 
A majority of the faculty members participated in and 
completed the GATE Seminar organized by the Asia 
Theological Association (ATA) from January 8-11, 
2024. This participation underscores the seminary's 
commitment to the ongoing professional growth 
and development of its faculty. Furthermore, senior 
students had the opportunity to participate in the 
Crossway Worship Renewal Conference (CWRC) 
from April 14-17, 2024, indicating the seminary's 
continued engagement with contemporary worship 
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practices and its desire to expose students to relevant 
theological discussions beyond the classroom. This 
year Mrs. Sabina Thapa joined as full-time faculty with 
additional responsibility of an assistant academic dean 
and coordinator of Christian education department.

The year 2025 marks a significant milestone for 
the institution as it celebrates its 25th Anniversary 
(Silver Jubilee) under the theme: "The Covenantal 
Call." This theme likely reflects on the faithfulness 
of God throughout the seminary's history and its 
ongoing mission. The academic year culminates 
with the graduation of the 18th and 19th batches 
on May 22, 2025. This combined graduation will 
see 16 bachelor's students (BTh-8/CE-6/CM-2) and 
2 master's students (MDiv) receiving their degrees. 
Notably, the two master's level students successfully 
defended their theses, and these scholarly works 
have been added to the RPS library prior to their 
graduation, further enriching the seminary's academic 
resources. In the mid of the semester RPS had the 
opportunity to participate in the Crossway Worship 
Renewal Conference (CWRC) with the theme of 
“Spiritual Foundation for Nepali Church” from April 
14-17, 2025, indicating the seminary's continued 
engagement with contemporary worship and spiritual 
practices and its desire to expose faculties and 
students to relevant theological discussions beyond 
the classroom. Similarly, RPS actively participated 
in a two-day Spiritual Life Retreat organized by the 
Association of Graduate Theological Seminaries 
in Nepal (AGSTNP) alongside its ATA Consortium 
partners. This participation highlights the seminary's 
commitment to the spiritual formation of its community 
and its collaborative engagement with other theological 
institutions in the region.  

The RPS Alumni Association, in partnership with the 
seminary, is organizing an "RPS Homecoming Day" 
celebration for alumni on May 21, 2025. This event 
is strategically timed to coincide with the Seminary's 
25th Anniversary and the 18th Graduation celebration, 
providing a comprehensive opportunity for alumni to 
reconnect and celebrate the institution's significant 
achievements. Another leadership transition occurred 
in 2025, with Rev. Jun EO taking a one-year sabbatical 
break. During his absence, his responsibilities have 

been delegated to AK/RM (SLR) and SS (CE), 
ensuring the continuity of leadership functions within 
the seminary. The year has also brought significant 
institutional achievements. In the Spring Semester 
of 2025, RPS achieved reaccreditation for its 
bachelor's programs (BTh, BTh in CE, and BTh in 
CM) and its master's program (MDiv) with the Asia 
Theological Association (ATA) for another five years 
(2025-2030). This fourth reaccreditation underscores 
the seminary's sustained commitment to academic 
quality and standards recognized by a prominent 
theological accrediting body. The celebration of the 
"Silver Jubilee" is a testament to God's grace and the 
resilience of the institution in the face of numerous 
challenges and hardships encountered over its 25 
years of existence. Adding to the significance of 
this milestone, Rev. Dr. Yeonjeon Kim, the founding 
chairman of RPS, has been invited as a special guest 
for the anniversary celebrations. To commemorate 
this special occasion, the "RPS Restorers" magazine 
will publish a 25th Anniversary Special Issue – the 
"RPS Souvenir" – which is scheduled for release on 
May 22, 2025. This publication will likely serve as a 
historical record, a celebration of achievements, and 
a look towards the future of the institution.

From its initial vision to its current standing as a fully 
accredited seminary offering both bachelor's and 
master's level programs, the journey of Reformed & 
Presbyterian Seminary is a testament to the dedication 
of its founders, leaders, faculty, and students. Its 
commitment to training pastors, evangelists, church 
planters, and Christian leaders, its resilience in the 
face of challenges, and its ongoing engagement 
with the Nepali church and the wider theological 
community mark it as a vital institution with a promising 
future. Thus, RPS 25 years history recounts God’s 
faithfulness towards the RPS as we put in our small 
efforts, reminding us that God is at work in all the 
affairs of the Seminary life and its future. Ultimately, 
God is the source and wisdom of RPS as a “church 
school” that seek to serve the church, and through our 
vision, mission, and values, we are called by God, and 
we see God has been actively “Renewing Minds and 
Reforming Churches” across Nepal. We are certain, 
He will remain faithful. Amen!
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Milestones of Reformed & 
Presbyterian Seminary (RPS)
(Previously known as EPTS) Recorded by Eld. Menuka Mishra

2000	 EPTS (RPS) started as a Night School 

	 Initial Mission: Initial to train Pastors and Leaders who wanted to enhance theological 
knowledge and for those who are already and active in their ministry inside Kathmandu valley

	 Founder: Rev. Yeonjeong Kim (Chairman) & Rev. Phalgun Sunuwar (Principal)
2002	 Mission of Seminary Restated under the Supervision of NPA: 

�� Started working with Nepal Presbyterian Alliance (NPA) 
�� pastors and leaders to develop EPTS (RPS) for purpose of training and producing future 

evangelists and new church planters for the ministries of NPA
�� All the representatives of NPA churches acted as the board members and the teaching 

faculty of the Seminary, Rev. Yeonjeong Kim became the founding Chairman of the Seminary
�� Night school turned to Day school and started housing students on the campus. 

2003	 1st Batch Graduated with 11 Students from Night School with B.Th degree
2004	 First Biggest Leadership Transition:

�� Rev. Phalgun Sunuwar left for further (ThM) studies and he delegated the responsibility to 
Rev. Arbin Pokharel entirely. He became the 2nd Principal of EPTS. 
�� Rev. Yeonjeong Kim remains as Chairman of the Board but he also left for his further (ThM) 

studies at Calvin Seminary. Mr. Benjamin Khadka was working under the supervision of 
Rev. Yeonjeong Kim in his absence.

	 Mission of Seminary Revised: Under the leadership of Rev. Arbin Pokharel 
�� (Principal) & Rev.Yeonjeong Kim (Chairman of the Board)
�� Primary to train evangelist and church planters for NPA Churches. However, it was also 

opened to other denominations.
�� The seminary became an active member of the ATEN library
�� Female students also included in the Theological Education under the leadership of Rev. 

Arbin Pokharel and Mrs. Bimala Pokharel
�� The seminary became fully residential with a Semester system of studies     

2005	 Rev. Yeonjeong Kim returned from his studies and resumed his Chairmanship

2006	 2nd Batch Graduated with 13 Students with B. Th degree

�� Seminary location change from Bagdole to Ekentakuna (Main Road)
�� Leadership Transition: Mr. Benjamin Khadka left for further studies and Eld. Suman Rai 

replaced in his position and also work as a registrar
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�� Mr. Jaywant Das from India joined EPTS as full-time faculty and also took the responsibility 
of hostel warden for boys
�� Rev. Chang K. Suh, accepted the proposal of the RPS board to be an International Chairman 

from Korean Church of Chicago. He and the Korean Church of Chicago were faithful in 
supporting financially and in prayer for many years.  

2007	 Seminary became the member of ATA (Asia Theological Association)

2008	 3rd Batch Graduated with 12 Students

�� Mr. Benjamin Khadka returned from his studies and he was appointed as a Vice Principal 
of Administration

2009 	 4th Batch Graduated with 5 Students

�� Seminary was Accredited with ATA (Asia Theological Seminary)
�� Seminary received 10,000+ books from TBN, US for our Library development
�� Seminary received Rev. Jeff Fisher as an Academic Dean for six-months

2010	 5th Batch Graduated with 8 Students

	 Vision & Mission: Started to refine the vision and mission of Seminary under the leadership of 
Rev. Yeonjeong Kim, Rev. Arbin Pokharel, Rev. Troy Bierma, and all the faculty 
�� Leadership Transition: Eld. Suman Rai, registrar of EPTS (RPS) taken by DM Government 

for third country settlement as they were Bhutanese refugee in Nepal
�� Seminary location change from Ekantakuna to Saibu Bhsaipati
�� Seminary appointed Rev. Troy Beirma as an Academic Dean
�� Seminary appointed Eld. Amit Karthak as a full-time teaching faculty
�� Seminary appointed Mr. Umesh Chemjong as a registrar in place of Eld. Suman Rai

2011	 Study Leave - Rev. Yeonjeong Kim left for Doctoral Studies. However, he remained as a 
Chairman of the Seminary

2012	 6th Batch Graduated with 15 Students with B.Th degree
�� Rev. Yeonjeong Kim returned to Seminary after finishing his doctoral course works and 

started working on his doctoral dissertation from Seminary (EPTS) 
�� Leadership Transition: Rev. Benjamin Khadka resigned from his position and Eld. Amit 

Karthak was appointed as Vice-Principal of Administration  				  
2013	 7th Batch Graduated with 11 Students with B.Th degree

�� Seminary got refined and clear Vision and Mission with 10 Values under the leadership 
of Chairman (Rev. Yeonjeong Kim), Principal (Rev. Arbin Pokharel), Academic Dean (Rev. 
Troy Beirma), and all the faculties
�� Ms. Menuka Mishra went for ThM studies and one of her responsibilities as ladies’ hostel 

residential in-charge were taken by a couple of women (??, Ms. Utsha Rai and Mrs. Sobha 
Sunuwar) 	

2014	 8th Batch Graduated with 8 Students with B.Th degree 

�� Reaccredited the B.Th program with ATA (Asia Theological Association) 
�� Started CE (Christian Education) & CM (Church Music) departments under the leadership 

of Rev. Yeonjeong Kim, Dr. David Kim and Rev. Jun Eo
�� Rev. Birendra Shrestha was proposed as a Principal (understudies) and Eld. Amit Karthak 

worked also as an Acting Principal (in the absence of the proposed Principal)
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2015	 9th Batch Graduated with 8 Students with B.Th degree

�� Seminary faced a devastating earthquake and Seminary has to close for three months 
and seminary chapel hall became the storehouse to supply foods and useful materials for 
earthquake victims. 
�� The seminary became one of the consortium members of NTA/AGSTNP for the Master of 

Divinity and Master of Theology program.
�� EPTS (RPS) celebrated the 15th years of God’s Faithfulness and published 15 years 

souvenir of EPTS (RPS)
�� Rev. Arbin Pokhreal was proposed as a Chairman of Seminary by EPTS (RPS) board 

members. 
2016	 10th Batch Graduated with 13 Students with B.Th degree

	 Second Biggest Leadership Transition: 
�� Founding Chairman Rev. Yeonjong Kim delegated his leadership to Rev. Arbin Pokharel and 

he left for his home country to serve as a senior pastor of his home church. Thus, Rev. Arbin 
Pokhreal became the Chairman of the Seminary.
�� Eld. Amit Karthak (Principal and Vice-Principal of Administration) step down from his position 

in the beginning of Spring 2016 for further studies (ThM) and Rev. Birendra Shrestha 
resumed as a Principal and served in this position for one year.
�� Ms. Menuka Mishra appointed as a Vice Principal of Seminary until the present.

2017	 11th Batch Graduated with 23 Students with B.Th degree (Concentration: 6- CE & 3-CM)

�� Leadership Transition: Rev. Birendra Shrestha left to finished his Doctoral studies in the 
beginning of Spring 2017, and Ms. Menuka Mishra took the responsibilities of both Acting 
Principal and Vice-Principal of RPS. Seminary was entrusted to Woman leadership for the 
first time in RPS history.
�� Rev. Troy Bierma (Academic Dean) left to pursue a Ph.D. degree during the fall semester 

and Rev. Mani Koirala replaced his position as an Academic Dean of RPS.
	 Third Biggest Transition: Seminary Name Change: On the occasion of 500 

�� years of Reformation Day (October 31, 2017) Evangelical Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary (EPTS) name changed to Reformed & Presbyterian Seminary (RPS) with the 
approval of the Seminary board. 

2018	 12th Batch Graduated with 12 Students with B.Th degree

�� Dr. Birendra Shrestha returned from his studies and started serving as a full-time Principal 
of RPS from August 2018.
�� New Program started – Master of Divinity (MDiv) program at RPS
�� RPS launched the 1st edition of RPS Restorers Magazine on the topic of “New Constitution 

and Its Implication on Nepali Local Churche
2019	 13th Batch Graduated with 12 Students (Concentration:5-CE &3-CM)

�� RPS has signed the MoU with ACTS/AUTC, South Korea 
�� Rev. Amit Karthak (former Principal) has appointed as one of the Board members of RPS 

with the approval of SEC (Seminary Executive Committee) and the RPS Board Members
�� RPS released 2nd edition (False Teachers and Teachings in Nepal) and 3rd edition (Christian 

Ethics: Marriage and Family) of RPS Restorers Magazine 
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2020	 RPS 20th Anniversary Theme: RPS 20th Years of Renewing Minds & 
	 Reforming Churches

�� RPS celebrated 20 years of completion with a series of programs throughout the year of 
2020 virtually due to COVID 19 pandemic.

	 Biggest Achievements: At the beginning of the Spring Semester 2020 RPS is  
�� reaccredited with bachelor’s programs (B.Th and B.Th in CE and CM) with ATA and also got 

new accreditation for our master’s program (MDiv) with ATA (Asia Theological Association)
�� From March 23, 2020, due to COVID 19, Seminary started Online classes for students and 

finished the spring semester with success
�� Seminary started Fall Semester from August 20, 2020, via online classes.
�� RPS released the 4th edition of Digital Restorers Magazine on Spring Semester due to 

lockdown. 
�� RPS Restorers Magazine on 20th Anniversary Special Issue (5th edition) published on 

December 17, 2020, during our pre-Christmas and RPS 20th Year Celebration.
2021	 14th (18 students) and 15th (15 students) batches graduated together due to pandemic 

from three bachelor’s programs

�� Seminary experienced for the first-time online graduation for two batches of students online. 
It was a blessed and successful graduation online.

	 Fourth Biggest Leadership Transition:

�� Rev. Dr. Arbin Pokharel completed his term as a chairman of the RPS board according to the 
RPS Bylaws and remain as one of the board of directors. In his position Rev. Dr. Mahendra 
Bhattarai elected as a board chairman by the RPS board members on July 25, 2021.
�� We stated classes physical at RPS campus for new students and for old students online 

due to COVID-19.
�� RPS released the 6th edition of Restorers Magazine
�� We also celebrated the pre-Christmas both online and physical

2022	 16th Batched Graduated with 10 Students - 8 bachelor’s level (Th-3/CE-2/CM-3) and 2 
master’s level (MDiv) students

�� Leadership Transition: Dr. Birendra Shrestha’s (Principal) sudden death on February 13, 
2022, due to his massive heart attack leaving the community shocked. However, in the 
meantime, Rev. Mani Koirala was appointed as a Principal by RPS board on February 28, 
2022. He took the two caps on his head as an academic dean and a Principal by accepting 
the situation of RPS.
�� Seminary historic moments to commemorate a first batch Master’s level (MDiv) graduation 

and receive one-well written master’s thesis from Mr. Subin Limbu by successfully defending 
his thesis.

2023	 17th Batched Graduated with 15 Students from the bachelor’s program (12 students) 
and master’s (3 students) program.

�� Leadership Transition: Rev. Mani Koirala resigned from his two-digitation due to his health 
issues during the end of Spring 2023. Thus, the RPS board reinstalled Rev. Amit Karthak 
as the Principal who has already experience in this field previously, and Rev. MT as new 
Academic Dean on September 12, 2023, officially.
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�� On the occasion of Reformation, we had released the 7th edition of RPS Restorers magazine 
on the theme of “In the Spirit and Truth: Unveiling the Transformative Essence of Worship.” 
This edition was mostly done from the Crossway Worship Renewal Conference presentation 
held on March 20-23, 2023. 

2024	 Theme of the Year: Heritage and Horizon

	 Biggest Achievements:

�� Alumni Homecoming 2024 – biggest number of RPS alumni with their family participated 
the “Alumni Homecoming” on May 27-28, 2024. RPS Alumni Association becoming stronger 
eventually
�� ATA/GATE Seminar Year 4 - most of faculty participated and completed the GATE Seminar 

organized by ATA on January 8-11, 2024 (faculty development program)
�� Senior students participated in the Crossway Worship Renewal Conference (CWRC) on 

April 14-17, 2024
�� RPS received Mrs. Sabina Thapa as an Academic Dean’s Assistant and Coordinator for 

Christian Education program.
2025	 RPS 25th Anniversary Theme: The Covenantal Call 

�� 18th and 19th batches students are graduating on May 22, 2025:16 bachelor’s students 
(BTh-8/CE-6/CM-2) and 2 master’s students (MDiv). The two master’s level students have 
successfully defended their thesis and two MDiv theses are included in the RPS library 
before their graduation.
�� RPS participated in the Crossway Worship Renewal Conference 2025(CWRC) on April 14-

17, 2025
�� RPS attended the two days Spiritual Life Retreat organized by AGSTNP with their ATA 

Consortium partners on April 26-27, 2025 
�� RPS Homecoming Day celebration for RPS alumni on May 21, 2025 organized by RPS 

Alumni Association partnering with RPS on the occasion of Seminary 25th Anniversary and 
18th Graduation celebration. 
�� Leadership Transition: Rev. Jun EO went on a one-year sabbatical break by delegating 

his responsibilities to AK/RM (Spiritual Life)/ST (Christian Education)
	 Biggest Achievements: 

�� In the Spring Semester 2025, RPS is reaccredited for the fourth times with bachelor’s 
programs (BTh and BTh in CE and CM) and master’s program (MDiv) in English with ATA 
(Asia Theological Association) for five more years (2025-2030).
�� RPS is celebrating “Silver Jubilee” by the grace of God in spite of many challenges and 

hardships throughout 25 years of existence. Rev. Dr. Yeonjeon Kim, the founding chairman 
of RPS is invited as a special guest for this celebration.
�� RPS Restorers Magazine on 25th Anniversary Special Issue – RPS Souvenir will be 

published on May 22, 2025.
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Heritage & Horizon.
Isaiah 43:18-19

Group 1: Santosh Stha, Bandhana, Nishan, Daniel, Sabina, Romgen, and Nabin

Symbol: Candlelight

1.	 It symbolizes letting go of the past and releasing 
old burdens and failures that show hope in the 
dark. As a candle consumes wax and gives light. 
However, the candle serves as a reminder of 
God's promise to bring new things, hope, and joy 
into our lives. It can be considered a source of 
hope in times of darkness. It is like God's promise 
to restores our barren lives.

2.	 Here the candlelight refers to Jesus who is the 
light of the World and he is the source of light. 

Amid the darkness where darkness has not 
overcome it (John 1:5). As God is the source of 
the light in the darkness, as he provides the light 
we can be also a source of hope for others by 
doing good deeds and being a good example for 
them.

3.	 Therefore, just as a candle consumes wax and 
turns to light, so God is always a faithful who 
shows His goodness to us. God renews us where 
we can find hope in the midst of the darkness of 
our lives.
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Group 2: Jagadish Jalan KC, Aashish B.K, Anita Sunuwar, Sarthak B.k,  
Bal Bahadur Fagami and Sushila Yonjan

Description: The verse Isaiah 43:18 tells us to 
forget the former things and not to dwell on the 
past whatever happens in the world and around us. 
However, the verse directly connects with the context 
of that time, especially to the chosen nation called 
Israelites likewise it applies to our context today as 
a meaningful and majestic command. It gives us the 
great command to be reformed by the faith in Christ. 

However, verse 19 is dedicated to God's plan, 
covenant, and providence to Israelites, to the chosen 
nation for Christ and His Great Kingdom. Likewise, we 
are the chosen nation and elected for the Kingdom 
of God. All the covenants, promises, and prophesy 
have been completed by the life of Jesus Christ. But 
the word still increases and gives hope for tomorrow, 
the Second Coming of Christ, and Eternal Life in the 
future. The creation has fallen by sin but it is restoring 

through the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross and the 
Work of the Holy Spirit for the elected people who are 
saved by faith in Christ. So we are waiting for heritage 
to see beautiful horizons by the providence of God.

Therefore, the idea of art is to see the Heritage to 
the Horizons of the country Nepal. Our theme of the 
art is to fulfill God`s plan for Nepal from east to west 
and north to south through the work and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit through our generation and especially 
through us. Our feet are hurry to run for the sake of the 
Gospel. Our hearts desire to save our people in Nepal 
through the faith in Christ. We are not just looking for 
Nepali in Nepal but we want to see all the world may 
be save in Christ through the Special Grace of God. 
Finally, we are hopeful to see Heritage to the beautiful 
Horizons about the earth and people here as verse 19 
tells us, See I am doing a new thing.
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Group 3: Chahana Bk, Alisha Tharu, Ram Bohora, Binaya Praja, Santosh Tamang,  
Subash Tamang

Group 4: Anil Rai, Yabesh Koinch, Priska Koirala, Prakash B.K, Dinesh Praja

Theme: Look toward the Lord, He is our Hope and 
Comfort.

When we look back, we experienced pandemic of 
COVID 19 and its worldwide effects. Recently going 
war between Russia and Ukraine, Israel and Hamas we 
don't want to remember it. In present context of Nepal, 
we see increasing unstable politics, corruption, and 
black marketing. Nepali youths are compelled to set 
goals to go abroad to have a better life and education 
because they felt there is no security, opportunity, and 
hope in this country.

Flying dove bringing olive branches: We drew this 
picture from Noah’s story. Noah sees hope to survive 
on earth when he knew that water level was now 
receded and life can be flourished again in the land. 
Dove pictures the messenger, it is the Holy Spirit who 
brings hope for every individual and the whole creation.

Globe: It refers that the whole world needs cure and 
restoration not only the individuals.

Bible verse: Isaiah 43:18-19 point toward the ultimate source of human hope. Chaos to Shalom comes from 
the Lord only not by the hard work of an individual.

Upholding hands: God is working among us. We are assured that we are still alive in the world by His grace. 
God’s Spirit leads and upholds his creation.

Heritage and Horizon was the yearly theme of RPS in 
2024 which was based on Bible verse (Isaiah 43:18–
19).

As we worked in a group, we named it “Berean” and 
we love to describe this picture through our own 
perspective. The core message of this picture is to 
emphasize the new beginning and divine transformation 
form the past misfortunes. It also emphasizes not to 
linger on past misfortune because God is creating hope 
and establishing a path as a fresh start, where it seems 
to be no way for further.

This picture talks about those who went through their 
hard times of suffering and were persecuted for the 
God. So, it delivers hope to those who were weary and 
burdened (Matt.11:28) because we live by faith, not 
by sight (2 Cor.5:7), and that’s what this picture talks 
about.
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If we look to the Christian history of Nepal, we find 
the gospel and the church was not easy as we see 
today. Right after gospel was entered to Nepal, few 
Christians and missionaries were being exiled in 18th 
century and the gospel was completely banned for 2 
hundred years.

By the grace of God, again gospel was entered 
in 1951 A.D. and the growth of the church begun 
despite many persecutions. Nepal is geographically 
and culturally diverse; therefore gospel is still need to 
reach to the many unreached people. 

As our theme (heritage and horizon) Isaiah 43:18-19, 
God wants us not to abide in the past but to live with 
the trust and hope in His promise.  In RPS students 
are from distinct cultures and from various parts of 
Nepal. It is not a coincidence but the sovereign plan 
of God. 

In this art, a person is holding Nepal with the cross. 
It shows that every single believer is to take part in 
the mission of God to expand His kingdom to every 
corner of Nepal. This is possible when we do not dwell 
in our past but look forward with the hope that God is 
going to do new thing.

Group 5: Santa Tamang, Amar Majhi, Bina Majhi, Gyan Lama, Bhupendra B.K., Smita Rai, 
Sangkhai Lama, Krishna Shahi

“God is Faithful”

This picture shows that a father is holding his son’s 
hand. They are in the journey. They have to go 
through ups and downs in their journey but the father 
is always with his son. God the Father is also like 
this father. He leads us till the end. ‘The Faithful God 
is called ‘El Emunah’ in Hebrew who is the God of 
the present, past, and future. Everyone might have 
different stories but He is always faithful. He fulfills 
his promise in each story. He is a ‘Covenant Faithful 
God’. Whether we see Him or not He is working in 
our lives, and is always with us. He never leaves us 
nor forsakes us, He leads us as the faithful Father 
holding our hands till the end. Thus, we need to trust 
our God in every circumstances, worship Him for his 
faithfulness, and come back to Him who is loving and 
forgiving.

Group 6: Prabina Jarga Sunuwar, Sita Moktan, Kevin Thapa, Rabi Rai
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Church music 
and Education for 
Spiritual Formation

Church music and Education for spiritual formation 
Reformed and presbyterian Seminary (RPS) sf] /ht 
holGtsf] cj;/df d, /lGht du/ Church Music (CM) 
department sf] tkm{af6 k/d]Zj/nfO{ wGojfb / RPS nfO{ 
xflb{s z'esfdgf tyf awfO{ JoSt ug{ rfxb5' . @%cf}F jif{df 
lxl8/xbf kSs} klg xfdLn] k/d]Zj/sf] cf1fsfl/tf RPS k|lt 
b]v]sf5f} . To;}n] RPS ljleGg g]kfnL d08lnx?df cflzifsf] 
z|f]t ag]sf] 5  / ljleGg kmnx? kmnfpg] sfdx? ul//x]sf] 
5 . RPS o:tf] sn]h xf] hxfF Theological Education 
sf] ;fy;fy} xfd|f] spiritual life, social life & holistic life 
nfO{ klg dxTj lbb}, o;nfO{ cfsf/ lbg jftfj/0fx? ;[hgf 
ub}{ cfO/x]sf] 5 . Church Music Department klg h; 
dWo]sf] Ps xf] . xfdL O;fO{x?sf] hLjgdf music n] xfd|f] 
spiritual life/formation df lgs} 7"nf] e"ldsf v]n]sf] xfdL 
dx;'; ug{ ;Sb5f} . Theological education sf] ;fy;fy} 
Music Education klg plts} dxTjk"0f{ x'g] ePsf]n] RPS n]  
@)!%df Bachelor of Theology in Church Music sf] 
;'?jft uof]{ . xfdL k/d]Zj/nfO{ wGojfb lbG5f} h;n]  
Dr. Kim DavidnfO{ RPS df Church Music ;'? ug{nfO{ 
bz{g lbg'eof] . Church Music df xfdL Introduction to 
CM, Worship Theologhy, Music Ministry, Hymnology, 
Music Education, Practical Music & Technology cflb 
course x? k|bfg ub}{ cfO/x]sf 5f} . xfdL o; sn]hdf 
ljleGg If]qdf bIftf k|fKt ug'{ePsf music teacher åf/f 
k|lzIf0f lbb5f} . xfd|f] dfGotf uLt, ;+lut xfdLx? ;a}nfO{ 
k/d]Zj/n] lbg'ePsf] ;'Gb/ pkxf/ ] xf] / o;nfO{ xfdLn] ;lx 
/ Jojl:yt lzIffåf/f k/d]Zj/sf] dlxdfsf] lglDt k|of]u ug{ 
;S5f} .

xfdL O;fO{x? hlt klg 5f}, xfdLn] ljrf/ ug]{ xf] eg] xfdL 
x/]s cj:yfdf uLt ;+lutdf ;+nUg eO{ /x]sf x'G5f} t/ ;+lut 
l;Sg'kg]{ s'/fdf xfdLx? Tolt hf]8 lbb}gf} . xfdL d08nLdf 
:t'lt k|z+;f b]lv lnP/, 3/]n' ;+ult, pT;j jf ljnfk, pT;fx 

jf lg/f;f cflb x/]s cj:yfdf xfdL ;+lutdf ;+nUg 5f} . 
O;fO{ ;+lut jrg k9fO / k|fy{gf h:t} O;fO{x?sf] Pp6f 
hLjgz}nL xf] . ;+lut Pp6f yf]/} ;dodf l;s]/ 7"nf] kl/0ffd 
kfpg] s'/f geO{ xfd|f] hLjgz}nL x'g' kb{5 . O;fO{ hLjgdf 
;+lut Pp6f nfdf] ofqf xf] . xfd|f] hLjgdf ;+lut k/d]Zj/ 
k|lt xfd|f] cleJoSt k|s6 ug]{ Pp6f dfWod ePsf] 5 . uLt 
;+lutn] k/d]Zj/;+u glhs /xg / xfd|f] cflTds j[l¢df 
dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf v]n]sf] 5 . xfd|f] of] b}lgs sfo{ cyjf 
hLjgz}nL agfpg' kg]{ xf] eg] xfdLn] o;nfO{ ;lx tl/sfn] 
l;Sg / l;sfpg h?l/ 5 . 

;+lut Pp6f k/d]Zj/ k|ltsf] cf/fwgfsf] efu ePsf] sf/0fn] 
;+lutnfO{ k/d]Zj/sf] ;lx / ;frf] arg;Fu} ;Gt'lnt ?kdf 
k|of]u ug'{ h?/L 5 . ;+lut Pp6f zlStzfnL dfWod xf] h;n] 
dflg;nfO{ ;lhn} To; ;+lutsf] ;Gb]znfO{ u|x0f ug{nfO{ 
k|f]T;fxfg ub{5 . To;}n] O;fO{ ;+lutstf{x?df ;lx afOalno 
lzIff x'g h?/L 5 . lzwf s'/f eGg' kbf{ jfrgdf h/f 
ufl8Psf] x'g'k5{ . uLt ;+lut s} sf/0fn] ubf{ w]/} dflg;x? 
unt lzIff tkm{ nflu/x]sf] xfdLn] b]v]sf 5f} . ;+lutdf syf, 
;Gb]z, efjgf, lzIff cflb s'/fx? n's]sf] x'G5 . cfh xfd|f] 
O;fO{ ;+lutx?df xfdLn] lbg] syf j:t'x?df k/d]Zj/sf] 
dlxdf x'g] s'/fx? x'g h?/L 5 . xfdL k|fo O;fO{x? hfg]/ 
xf];\ of ghfg]/ xf];\ ;+lutdf ;+nUg 5f} . xfd|f] bfloTj 
of] x'G5 ls xfdLn] h] ub}{5f} Tof] s'/fnfO{ k"0f{ ?kdf a'em]/ 
To;sf] k|of]u ug'{ cfjZos 5 . k/d]Zj/n] lbg'ePsf] ;'Gb/ 
pkxf/ ;+lutnfO{ xfdLn] pxfFsf] argdf /x]/ ;Gt'lnt / ;lx 
tl/sfdf rnfpgnfO{ xfdLn] lzIff lng h?/L 5 . 

km]l/ klg of] @%cfF} /ht holGtsf] pknIfdf RPS college 
nfO{ z'esfdgf JoSt ub}{{ / ;Dk"0f{ ;+lut k|]dLx?nfO{ Music 
Education lng k|f]T;fxg ub}{ d]/f] zAb olx /fVb5' .  
wGojfb .

Ranjit Magar  
CM Department
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Faculty: The Hidden 
Curriculum Shaping Leaders 
in Theological Institutions

Introduction
The composition of faculty extends beyond their 
formal teaching responsibilities; they inherently form a 
powerful, often unspoken, curriculum within theological 
institutions. Their lives serve as tangible examples of 
leadership for local churches and broader communities. 
For the past four years (2018-2020, 2024), the ATA and 
GATE Faculty Workshop has increasingly emphasized 
this crucial aspect, driven by a concern that theological 
seminaries and colleges have, in recent years, struggled 
to cultivate leaders of authentic character for local 
churches and communities. As Glenn Geher wisely 
noted, “the future of this Nation depends on teachers” 
(Geher, 2017). This article builds upon this premise, 
asserting that the future vitality of our local churches 
and communities is intrinsically linked to the caliber of 
the teaching faculty within theological seminaries and 
colleges. Indeed, these institutions play a pivotal role in 
shaping the future pastors, leaders, and educators who 
will serve our communities. Consequently, the purpose 
of this article is to underscore the paramount importance 
of recruiting faculty for theological seminaries who are 
equally qualified in their character and their educational 
expertise. Specifically, this discussion will focus on these 
two critical dimensions: the character and the educational 
professions of the faculty. Ultimately, the conclusion will 
offer implications for seminaries in Nepal and beyond, 
advocating for a deliberate approach to recruiting faculty 
who embody both strong character and professional 
excellence for the training of future pastors, leaders, and 
educators for their local churches and communities.

The Character of Teachers of Scripture
The character of those entrusted to teach Scripture is 
deeply rooted in their sense of calling, their unwavering 
commitment, and their evident morality and love for 
their vocation. This section will first explore the calling 
and commitment inherent in teaching Scripture. 

Subsequently, it will delve into the crucial aspects of 
morality and a genuine love for the profession as a 
teacher of God’s Word.

Calling and Commitment
As teachers of Scripture, our fundamental calling is to 
know, profess, practice, and subsequently commit to 
teaching the truth found within its pages and exemplified 
through our lives. Understanding our personal calling as 
an instructor of Scripture is vital. At its core, a profound 
love for the divine Author of Scripture and His very 
Words authenticates one’s calling and commitment to 
this sacred task. This love is directly proportional to the 
personal knowledge one has of Him and His Word. Jesus 
himself rebuked the teachers of his time, stating, “Isaiah 
was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as 
it is written: ‘These people honor me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; 
their teachings are merely human rules’” (Mark 7:6-7). 
This powerful statement reveals a critical insight: these 
teachers may have embraced their profession, yet they 
had neglected to cultivate a genuine love for the divine 
Author and His Word, instead twisting Scripture into 
self-serving human constructs for personal gain and 
judgment of others.

The commitment of teachers of Scripture to impart truth 
is inseparably linked to their personal relationship with 
God, their open profession of faith in Him and His Word, 
and their consistent effort to live in accordance with 
divine principles, thereby inspiring and influencing their 
students. Consider Jesus Christ, a teacher who imparted 
Scripture with an authority that stood in stark contrast to 
the Pharisees and teachers of the law (Mark 1:21-22, 
27). His authority stemmed from his intimate knowledge 
of his Father, his deep understanding of His Word, and 
his unwavering commitment to living according to that 
Word until his ascension. This made him an enduringly 
inspirational and influential teacher for his disciples and 

Eld. Menuka Mishra
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followers throughout history. Therefore, the calling and 
commitment of faculty are foundational elements of their 
character as teachers of Scripture.   

Morality and Love for the Profession
In the twenty-first century, theological institutions 
urgently require teachers of Scripture who possess 
impeccable moral character and a deep, abiding love 
for their profession.  Local churches frequently look to 
these institutions to produce future pastors, leaders, and 
educators who not only are theologically competent and 
ministry-minded but also embody authentic character 
and demonstrate unconditional love for their churches 
and communities.  Echoing Geher’s sentiment, this 
article emphasizes that the future of our local churches 
and communities’ hinges on the teaching faculty of 
theological seminaries and colleges. Consequently, 
the concept of “Faculty as a Curriculum” emerges as a 
critical issue demanding careful consideration.

The moral and ethical fabric of the teaching faculty 
is vital because they serve as a mirror, reflecting 
the future moral compass of pastors, leaders, and 
educators within our local churches and communities. 
Regrettably, observations and evaluations from GATE 
seminars suggest a concerning deficiency in this area. 
Therefore, it is imperative to prioritize the recruitment of 
morally and ethically qualified individuals for theological 
seminaries and colleges. Drawing from the example 
of Jesus Christ and the prescriptions of the apostles 
in Scripture, the following are proposed as essential 
moral and ethical qualifications for teaching faculty: 
individuals who possess a strong reputation and are held 
in honor both within and outside their local churches and 
communities (1 Timothy 3:7, 11; 2 Timothy 2:15-17; Titus 
1:6-9); those who demonstrate a profound love for the 
church (Matthew 16:18; John 21:15-17; Acts 2:42-47); 
individuals who are devoted to prayer, daily reading, and 
meditation on Scripture (Acts 2:42; 5:42; 6:2, 4); those 
who consistently preach, teach, and live in accordance 
with Scripture (Acts 2:41-42); and those who actively 
participate in various capacities within local church 
ministry, such as pastor, elder, leader, or educator for all 
age groups.

Our Lord Jesus Christ stands as the ultimate model of 
a teacher with impeccable moral and ethical character, 
demonstrating an unwavering love for his profession 
(mission) to build his church through his disciples and 
followers (Matthew 16:18; John 21:15-17). His disciples, 
or apostles, embraced this same profession (mission) 
after his ascension, as chronicled in the book of Acts 
and the Epistles of the New Testament, serving as role 

models for subsequent generations within local churches. 
Consequently, the apostles consistently urged their 
local churches to imitate them, emphasizing that they 
themselves were imitating Jesus Christ in all aspects 
of their lives (1 Corinthians 11:1; 4:16; Ephesians 5:1-
2; Philippians 3:17; 1 Thessalonians 1:6). Therefore, 
teaching faculty should embody a similar role model, 
worthy of emulation by their students, inspiring them to 
participate and collaborate in the mission of Christ to 
build His church (Matthew 16:18; John 17:1-26; 21:15-
17). This underscores the critical importance of calling, 
commitment, morality, and a deep love for the profession 
in the character of teaching faculty within theological 
seminaries and colleges.

Faculty: Holistic Educational 
Professionals
The contemporary theological education paradigm 
increasingly recognizes faculty as an inherent, 
yet often unacknowledged, curriculum within 
theological institutions. This article posits that this 
hidden curriculum necessitates the comprehensive 
development of faculty across four key dimensions of 
their lives: academic, spiritual, physical, and social. 
This holistic development equips them to effectively 
nurture future ministers. Consequently, theological 
institutions bear a significant responsibility for 
the holistic growth of future pastors, leaders, and 
educators, enabling them to embody this influential 
hidden curriculum for their students.

Academic and Spiritual Qualification
A robust academic foundation (theological competence) 
coupled with profound spiritual maturity in faculty is 
indispensable for the healthy intellectual and spiritual 
growth of their students. This process must first be evident 
in the teaching faculty themselves, demonstrated through 
their earned degrees and specialized knowledge in their 
respective fields, their confidence in their subject matter, 
their thorough preparation for lectures, their clarity in 
exposition, and their extensive knowledge that inspires 
students to delve deeper beyond the core curriculum by 
providing resources for critical thinking, analysis, and 
further exploration. Furthermore, faculty should adhere 
to strict time management principles for their own well-
being and that of their students. Secondly, the spiritual 
discipline of faculty should be manifest in their daily 
lives – their personal devotion to prayer and scriptural 
meditation, their investment in the spiritual formation 
of their students through shared prayer and devotional 
times, their compassionate pastoral care during times 
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of difficulty, their demonstration of patience and humility 
in the face of challenges, and their active involvement 
in equipping students for present and future ministry 
through classroom instruction and active participation in 
the local church and its various ministries.

Physical and Social Qualification
The physical and social development of students is as 
crucial as their academic and spiritual growth for their 
holistic formation. As previously stated, faculty serves 
as a mirror reflecting the character of future pastors, 
leaders, and educators. Therefore, it is vital for faculty to 
model healthy physical and social engagement through 
sharing, building relationships, and mentoring. 

Firstly, sharing past experiences and actively engaging in 
the present by learning alongside students can profoundly 
impact their development. The proverb “experience is the 
best teacher” holds true. Faculty should integrate their 
past experiences into their teaching, lending authenticity 
and confidence to their lessons. Furthermore, by 
actively participating and learning alongside students in 
the present, teachers can motivate and inspire them to 
follow in their footsteps. 

Secondly, cultivating healthy relationships and 
establishing clear boundaries with students is essential 
for mutual personal growth. This allows teachers to 
understand and address students’ individual needs 
holistically, including areas of weakness. However, 
wisdom is required in maintaining healthy boundaries to 
ensure both the teacher’s and the students’ well-being, 
fostering discipline when necessary and preventing any 
exploitation. 

Finally, mentoring students to navigate the uncertainties 
of future ministry by encouraging planning, prayer, and 
complete trust in God is paramount.  Mentoring is an 
indispensable component of any theological education 
system.  Every teaching faculty member should be a 
capable mentor, and students should also learn the art of 
mentoring. As educators within theological seminaries, 
institutions, and colleges, guiding future pastors, leaders, 
and educators in the ways of the Lord is our responsibility. 
Specifically, mentoring should equip them for the seen 
and unseen challenges of future ministry by motivating 
them to plan, pray, and trust God in all circumstances 

while they are physically present in the seminary. 
Students sometimes experience confusion and may 
stray from the vision and mission of the seminary and 
their sending (local) churches. Thus, effective mentoring 
helps them maintain their focus on Jesus Christ and His 
mission, fostering a love for the church, which aligns with 
the vision and mission of both the seminary and their 
local churches.   

Conclusion
This article serves as a call to theological institutes, 
seminaries, and colleges to exercise patience and 
discernment in seeking faculty who embody the qualities 
of a “hidden curriculum”—individuals who can effectively 
train and reproduce future pastors, leaders, and educators 
for our local churches and communities in the likeness 
of Christ Jesus. Simultaneously, local churches bear the 
responsibility of recommending and sending prospective 
future leaders to these theological institutions, ensuring 
they will be trained by faculty who are qualified in 
both character and educational expertise for their 
holistic development. Ultimately, this article challenges 
theological institutions to prioritize the recruitment of 
faculty who excel in both character and educational 
profession for the healthy growth and development of 
local churches and communities. Qualified faculty serve 
as a powerful mirror and reflection of leadership for the 
future of these communities. Therefore, the future vitality 
of local churches and communities is inseparably linked 
to the quality of theological institutions and their most 
influential hidden curriculum: their qualified faculty.

Reference List:
Asia Theological Association (ATA) and Global 
Associates for Transformation Education 

(GATE) Faculty Workshop. 2018-2020. 
“Transformational Education.” Lecture on Faculty 
Workshop, Kathmandu, Nepal, January 30-February 1, 
2018-2020, January 8-11, 2024.

Geher, Gleen. 2017. “The Future of Nation Depends on 
Teachers.” physicologytoday.com.

Accessed May 16, 2020. https://www.psychologytoday.
com/us/blog/darwins-subterranean-world/201704/the-
future-nation-depends-teachers.



25th Anniversary Special Edition 33

Technology and 
Innovation in 

Mission Leveraging 
Digital Platforms for 

Gospel Outreach

Presented by Rev. Amit Karthak at Cross-Way 
Worship Renewal Conference 2024

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” 
(Matthew 28:19)

Technopolis as Arthur Hunt names to the world we 
live in today– digital age! We are living in a age where 
screens disciple more than pulpits, and attention 
is the new currency. The Church must not only 
respond to this reality but embrace it strategically 
and theologically. This presentation explores how 
technology and innovation can be leveraged for 
effective gospel outreach without compromising 
biblical truth.

Theological Vision: God Over Innovation
Technology is not neutral– it doesn’t just do things for 
us; it does things to us. No tools are neutral—their 
usage that determines morality. Samuel D. James in 
his book Digital Liturgies argue that the technology 
changes the user by shaping their thinking pattern 
(speed, multitasking, short attention), feelings 
(dopamine-driven affirmation through likes and 
shares), values (convenience over contemplation, 
image over depth), and relation to God and others 
(isolation, performance, distraction). However, 
we must not forget that God is sovereign over all 
technological innovation.  Tony Reinke, in his book 
God, Technology, and the Christian Life has effectively 
argued that AI, algorithms, and digital systems are 
not outside God’s rule. We are not to transcend 
our humanity, but to reflect the image of God in our 
own culture and context. We must not merely use 

technology—we must leverage it for effective gospel 
outreach without compromising biblical truth.

Digital Platforms as Mission Fields

The Agoras and the Areopagus

In Acts 17, Paul arrives in Athens, a city known for 
philosophy, art, and religious pluralism. While waiting 
for his companions, he observes the idolatry around 
him (v.16), which deeply disturbs him. He begins 
reasoning in the synagogue with Jews and in the 
marketplace daily with anyone who would listen 
(v.17). This leads him to Areopagus (Mars Hill), 
where philosophers (Epicureans and Stoics) engage 
him in debate. There, Paul gives a contextualized 
gospel message—he begins with common ground 
(the altar to the “unknown god”), appeals to creation, 
quotes their poets, and then proclaims Jesus and the 
resurrection. Some mocked him, others wanted more, 
and a few believed.

The Athenian marketplace (agora) was more than 
a shopping center. It was a hub of ideas, where 
people exchanged philosophies and worldviews. A 
place of public discourse, influence, curiosity, and 
confrontation. A space where truth competed with 
lies, and where Paul engaged culture. Social media is 
today’s marketplace of ideas (Acts 17), where people 
search for meaning and community. Today, social 
media functions similarly: Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube, TikTok are digital agoras. People gather 
not physically but virtually to consume and debate 
ideas. Every post, meme, comment, or video is part 
of a larger cultural conversation. False gospels—of 
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self, sex, power, and image—are proclaimed daily. 
Like Athens, many users are “very religious” (Acts 
17:22)—though not in the biblical sense.

Just as Paul did not wait for people to come to the 
synagogue but stepped into the public square, so 
today, gospel messengers must enter digital spaces 
intentionally. Like Paul, we must know our audience, 
their “altars” (influencers, ideologies), and engage 
meaningfully. The gospel must be shared boldly 
and wisely, not diluted. Digital platforms allow for 
ongoing dialogue, follow-up, and apologetics. As in 
Athens, some will mock, some will delay, and some 
will believe. Just as Paul preached Christ in Athens’ 
physical marketplace, we are called to preach Christ 
in today’s digital marketplace. This means: posting 
truth with gentleness and clarity. Engaging not only 
the mind but the heart and culture. Using algorithms 
as opportunities to reach the curious, the confused, 
and the seeking.

Acts 17 models bold, respectful, and contextualized 
gospel outreach in a pluralistic public space. 
social media is the new Areopagus. If we want to fulfill 
the Great Commission in our generation, we must be 
like Paul—present, prepared, and proclaiming Christ 
clearly where the world is listening. It’s a call to step 
into digital spaces as ambassadors of Christ, not just 
content creators.

From Content to Community: 
Discipling Online
Without a doubt today people are being discipled 
by Facebook reels, TikTok and YouTube. Caleb 
Lines in his book The Great Digital Commission 
suggests, churches must train teams to pastor their 
digital congregations. The internet trains us to react, 
not reflect. Our gospel speech must be deliberate, 
gentle, and wise. We are called to redirect lives from 
likes to lives prioritizing follow-up and one-on-one 
engagement. We should be committed to lead our 
people from metrics to mission by tracking spiritual 
growth, not just digital reach. 

Guardrails: Discerning Digital Dangers
Who are you?

All who understand The Great Digital Commission 
must also understand the dangers of the Technopolis.  

Platforms like Instagram, Facebook, and TikTok 
incentivize carefully filtered images, highlight reels, 
and strategic self-presentation. This performance 
culture encourages people to show only their best 
moments—smiling families, aesthetic homes, 
mission trips, filtered Bible study time. Viewers (even 
Christians) then compare their real lives to others’ 
filtered lives, leading to the problems of insecurity, 
envy, shame, spiritual discouragement etc.  In Social 
Sanity in an Insta World, Sarah Zylstra writes that this 
digital environment often leads to an identity crisis, 
particularly among women and teens, who begin 
to question their worth, beauty, holiness, and even 
calling.

Paul warns in 2 Corinthians 10:12 says, “We do not 
dare to classify or compare ourselves with some 
who commend themselves. When they measure 
themselves by themselves and compare themselves 
with themselves, they are not wise.” Comparison 
tempts us to doubt God’s goodness in our own lives. 
It feeds discontentment, which erodes gratitude and 
spiritual joy.

When people obsess over crafting a public image, 
they often begin to: crave applause (likes, shares, 
comments). They tie their identity to social metrics 
rather than God’s verdict. Build their self-worth on 
what others see, rather than who they are in Christ. 
This leads to a subtle, digital form of pride—boasting 
not aloud, but in the silence of the scroll. Jer. 9:24 
and 2 Cor. 10:17 reminds us “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.”

Social media constantly whispers: “Look at their 
perfect family... their perfect home... their perfect 
ministry...” But in truth: No one’s life is as perfect 
as their profile suggests. Comparison is often made 
between your unedited real life and someone else’s 
digitally enhanced public profile. This not only causes 
envy, but also discourages mission, especially when 
Christian leaders feel their work doesn’t “measure up.” 

Believers are called to find their identity in Christ 
because they are loved, accepted, and chosen not 
because of their performance but because of the 
grace of God in Christ. Therefore, the aim should 
be to pursue authenticity over appearance. Let your 
online life reflect the reality of discipleship—not 
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perfection, but repentance and grace. Practicing 
digital discernment helps to know when to log off, fast, 
or create boundaries. Take breaks to reset your heart.

If our worth is rooted in what we post, we’ll never preach 
what we fear might not trend. But when our worth is 
in Christ, we are: free to be honest, courageous to 
be bold, humble enough to be real, and motivated to 
love rather than impress. We must note that only the 
gospel can give us social sanity—by grounding our 
identity not in how we look, but in who we belong to.

What you believe?

In the digital age, it’s possible to engage in church 
without: physically gathering, looking anyone in the 
eye, serving or being served in community. This 
creates a kind of “disembodied faith”—where your 
spiritual life exists largely online, detached from real-
world relationships, accountability, and sacrificial 
love. Jay Kim, in Analog Church, warns that this 
model deforms Christian discipleship by turning it into 
an individual, consumable experience, rather than a 
communal, embodied life.

Theologically, Christianity is built on the incarnation: 
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us…” 
(John 1:14). Jesus didn’t email salvation or live-
stream miracles. He walked, touched, wept, and ate 
with people. So, when we prioritize convenience—
watching sermons in bed, never committing to a local 
body, avoiding awkward human interactions—we 
trade incarnation for efficiency. Kim writes, “We’re 
settling for digitally convenient content instead of 
incarnational community.”

We must understand that the Church Is a Body, not 
a Broadcast. Paul calls the church a body (1 Cor. 
12)—many members with different roles, living and 
working together. Our experiences of online church 
has reduced worship to watching, fellowship to liking, 
preaching to scrolling, accountability to silence. While 
livestreams and Zoom meetings may be useful tools, 
they are not substitutes to real fellowship–argues 
Kim. The Christian life was never meant to be lived 
in isolation.

It does not mean rejecting technology. Technology 
has its benefits, especially for outreach and access. 

But we must not let the digital convenience override 
the embodied necessity. We are to use technology as 
a supplement, not a substitute.

Kim argued, Church is not just a sermon—it is: a 
family (Rom. 12:10), a body (1 Cor. 12), a temple of 
living stones (1 Pet. 2:5), a people who break bread 
together (Acts 2:42).

In the age of remote work, e-learning, and online 
relationships, the church’s physical presence is 
more radical—and more needed—than ever. To our 
neighbors, embodied faith says: “We are here.”, “We 
know your name.” and “We will show up, not just post.” 
That is deeply counter-cultural and gospel-shaped. 
Jay Kim reminds us that the church must not conform 
to the patterns of digital consumerism. Instead, it 
must reflect the embodied, sacrificial, relational love 
of Christ. Digital tools are helpful, but community is 
essential. Real presence forms real disciples.

What’s Happening Online?

Jeff Johnson, in Taming the Fingers: Heavenly 
Wisdom for Social Media, addresses how social 
media platforms are shaped for conflict. They 
reward hot takes over humble dialogue, outrage 
over reflection, tribalism over truth. Algorithms often 
prioritize provocative content, which means users 
are constantly exposed to extremes—and eventually 
adopt them.

This fuels a digital environment where: everyone 
must pick a side. Disagreement feels like a threat 
and the opponents are viewed as enemies. Johnson 
warns that Christians often get swept into this culture, 
losing the distinctiveness of Christlike speech. 
Too much hatred and unfriendliness are spread over 
the social media today, even among the brothers in 
faith. James 3:6, 8 reminds us, “The tongue is a fire… It 
stains the whole body… It is a restless evil, full of deadly 
poison.” in verse 9, it reads, “With it we bless our Lord 
and Father, and with it we curse people…”. James 
reminds us that our speech reveals our heart (cf. 
Luke 6:45). Words can build up or destroy, heal or 
divide, bring peace or provoke war. This applies 
even more urgently in digital spaces, where we type 
quickly, often thoughtlessly, and without seeing the 
human behind the screen.
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Outrage-filled posts, sarcastic memes, and angry 
comment wars may win arguments, but they lose 
souls. Christians are called to be: “Quick to hear, slow 
to speak, slow to anger” (James 1:19). Paul reminds 
us “Let your speech always be gracious” (Col. 4:6) 
and Romans reads, “Bless those who persecute you” 
(Rom. 12:14). Yet online, many Christians reflect 
more of their theological pride than their Savior– 
it’s something to ponder upon. We must speak the 
truth, but speak it in love (Eph. 4:15), maintaining 
kindness, compassion, and respect for one another.

When it comes to Technopolis, it’s all about Taming the 
Fingers. Johnson offers wisdom for resisting the “rage 
machine”. One must pause before post: Ask, Will this 
help or hinder my gospel witness? Pray for the person 
you’re tempted to criticize. Reject theological 
pride when it blinds you to truth or compassion. 
Elevate biblical humility over online performance. 
Lead with gentleness, especially when speaking 
truth. Outrage deforms your character—turning you 
into someone perpetually angry or fearful.

When one strongly identifies with and remain loyal to 
their own group, especially when that group is defined 
by shared beliefs, culture, ideology, or identity—
often at the expense of understanding or respecting 
others outside the group, it shrinks their worldview, 
and makes them suspicious of nuance, grace, or 
even other believers. Ultimately undermine gospel 
credibility: How can we preach the Prince of Peace 
while spreading division?

Jeff Johnson calls us back to James 3—a chapter not 
about censorship, but spiritual maturity. “Who is 
wise and understanding among you? Let him show 
it by his good conduct…” (James 3:13) social media 
gives us a platform—but Scripture gives us a posture. 
Let us tame our fingers as we seek to reflect Christ’s 
character online: wise not reactionary, gentle not 
tribal, truthful not inflammatory, Christlike, not click-
driven. Let us not chase relevance at the cost of 
reverence. Set tech boundaries: Encourage digital 
Sabbath.

Technology: A tool for Shalom
Jeremiah 29:7 says, “Also, seek the peace and prosperity 
of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to 
the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 

What Is Shalom?
The Hebrew word shalom means far more than 
“peace.” It speaks of wholeness, harmony, justice, 
well-being, and flourishing in every aspect of life—
spiritual, relational, social, and cultural. Amy Sherman, 
in her book Agents of Flourishing, challenges the 
church to be active agents of shalom—not only 
in word but also in practical engagement with the 
needs of our communities.

In the digital age, technology becomes a powerful 
instrument to advance this mission.

How Technology Can Promote Shalom?
Amy L. Sherman, in her book Agents of Flourishing: 
Pursuing Shalom in Every Corner of Society, outlines 
six dimensions of community flourishing—a 
holistic framework rooted in the biblical vision of 
shalom (Jeremiah 29:7). These six areas provide 
a theological and practical guide for churches and 
Christians to engage their communities for the 
common good. 

First, The Good – Moral and Social Ethics: A flourishing 
community promotes moral order, virtue, and 
shared values rooted in justice and righteousness. 
Communities need ethical foundations to guide 
public life, policy, business, and family. The Church 
contributes by shaping consciences, teaching virtue, 
and calling out sin in love. E.g. Pro-life advocacy, 
integrity in politics, biblical sexual ethics, business 
ethics. 

Second, The True – Knowledge and Learning: A 
flourishing society nurtures truth, education, and 
intellectual integrity. This involves access to quality 
education, formation of the mind, and loving the 
truth. Christians can contribute through schools, 
literacy programs, libraries, and apologetics. 
E.g. Christian schools, tutoring ministries, worldview 
training, biblical literacy. 

Third, The Beautiful – Art, Creativity, and Aesthetics: 
Beauty reflects God’s nature and points people to 
awe and wonder. Communities thrive when there 
is space for art, storytelling, design, and music 
that uplift the soul. Churches can cultivate beauty 
through music, architecture, visual arts, and media. 
E.g. Church-sponsored art shows, films, worship 
music, design for dignity projects. 
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Fourth, The Just and Well-Ordered – Law, 
Government, and Institutions: Human flourishing 
depends on just systems, public safety, and lawful 
order. Sherman emphasizes healthy institutions—
police, courts, governments—that protect and serve 
all people fairly. Christians can support legal reform, 
civic engagement, and anti-corruption efforts. E.g. 
Prison ministry, police chaplaincy, voter education, 
legal aid clinics. 

Fifth, The Prosperous – Economic Stewardship 
and Vocation: A flourishing city enables economic 
opportunity, dignified work, and shared 
prosperity. The Bible affirms honest labor and 
stewardship as part of shalom. The Church can 
help by teaching biblical work ethics, job training, 
entrepreneurship, and support for the poor. 
Eg. Microfinance, business-as-mission, career 
counseling, financial literacy workshops. 

Sixth, The Sustainable – Health and Creation Care: 
Flourishing includes physical well-being and care for 
God’s creation. Health (mental, emotional, physical) 
and environmental stewardship are both part of a 
just society. Churches can host health clinics, clean 
water campaigns, and eco-stewardship programs. 
E.g. Christian Clinics practicing ethical medicine, 
medical missions, nutrition education, environmental 
restoration, mental health advocacy etc.

Amy Sherman’s six-fold vision challenges churches to 
go beyond charity and evangelism alone and work 
for the comprehensive renewal of their cities. This 
reflects Jesus’ lordship over every sphere of life, not 
just the spiritual.

Sherman’s four ways digital tools can actively serve 
the public good are Justice, Beauty, Truth, and 
Flourishing. Let us also consider that briefly: 

(1) Justice: “Learn to do good; seek justice, correct 
oppression…” (Isaiah 1:17). Technology can amplify 
justice by giving voice and visibility to those who are 
otherwise overlooked or silenced. Missional Goal is 
to reflect God’s justice by using digital tools to defend 
the weak and speak truth to power.

(2) Beauty: “Worship the Lord in the splendor of 
holiness…” (Psalm 96:9). Beauty is not secondary 
to mission. It reflects God’s creative nature and stirs 

the soul toward truth and awe. Missional Goal is to 
proclaim the gospel in a way that’s not only true but 
beautiful, inviting people to “taste and see that the 
Lord is good” (Ps. 34:8).

(3) Truth: “Sanctify them in the truth; your word 
is truth.” (John 17:17) In a world drowning in 
misinformation, tech can clarify and elevate gospel 
truth when used wisely. Online apologetics ministries 
can provide biblically faithful answers to common 
doubts. Podcasts and video series platforms can 
counter false ideologies and false theology with grace 
and clarity. AI chatbots can be used to guide seekers 
toward Scripture, gospel summaries, and available 
local follow-up teams.  Missional Goal can be to use 
digital platforms to defend the faith, clarify the gospel, 
and invite seekers to know the truth that sets them 
free.

(4) Flourishing: “I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly.” (John 10:10): Shalom includes 
mental, emotional, and relational well-being, and 
tech can contribute when wisely directed. Churches 
and Christian counselors use live platforms to 
talk about anxiety, depression, and trauma from a 
biblical lens. Mobile apps and digital classes provide 
literacy, vocational training, and gospel-centered work 
ethics—especially in underserved regions. Christian 
apps and video series for marriage, parenting, 
and youth ministry build up families, the bedrock of 
society. Missional Goal is to reflect God’s heart for 
holistic renewal by using digital tools to nurture body, 
mind, and soul.

These four categories—Justice, Beauty, Truth, and 
Flourishing—give a rich, biblical framework for tech-
driven mission. Instead of seeing digital media as 
a threat, Sherman invites the Church to see it as 
a canvas for creativity, a platform for justice, and a 
bridge for the gospel.

Why This Matters for Mission?
Too often, technology is only seen as a threat to faith. 
Sherman’s vision reminds us that technology, when 
stewarded well, can be a tool of redemptive power. 
It is not just about evangelism, but community 
transformation—showing the world what God’s 
kingdom looks like, even now. The goal is not to 
escape culture, but to redeem it. By using technology 
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for justice, beauty, truth, and flourishing, churches 
can embody the gospel in tangible ways, bringing 
shalom to our neighborhoods—both online and 
offline.

What Can Churches Do Now? 
Equipping the Church for Digital Mission
In the digital age, churches must move from being 
content creators to relationship builders. 

Designate a leader, elder, or trained volunteer to 
oversee online engagement. Their role isn’t just to 
post updates but to: respond to messages, pray with 
people online, moderate groups, and follow up with 
seekers. Think of it as pastoral care in the digital 
space. Review your website, social media, livestream 
quality, and online tone. Ask, Does it reflect gospel 
clarity and hospitality? Is your branding consistent 
with your message and mission? Move beyond 
flashy content to relational depth: Stop measuring 
success by likes or views alone, focus on testimonies, 
conversations, and connections and prioritize 
pastoral presence over polished performances. 

Digital mission is not about replacing the physical 
church—it’s about extending its reach and 
deepening its discipleship. Equip your church to 
build community, proclaim the gospel, and serve 
real needs, both online and offline.

“Be wise as serpents and innocent as doves” (Matt. 
10:16) Digital platforms are powerful but formative. 
If the Church does not speak and serve there, 
other voices will. Let us leverage technology, not 
for worldly growth, but for gospel depth and eternal 
transformation.
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Mission is 
Temporary

The Eternal Impact of The Temporal Mission of 
the living, universal, and eternal Church

Abstract
This article explores the concept of mission within 
the framework of Christian theology, emphasizing its 
temporary nature but eternal impact on God’s glory. It 
examines the biblical foundation of mission through 
creation, redemption, and the Great Commission, 
articulating how the mission of the Church transcends 
time and culture. By engaging with various scriptural 
references and scholarly interpretations, the article 
clarifies the true meaning of mission as God’s task 
assigned to believers. The ultimate aim of this mission 
is to bring individuals into a transformative relationship 
with God, culminating in eternal worship. Through 
examples from the Old and New Testaments, including 
Jesus’ interactions and the apostles’ journeys, the 
article highlights the enduring significance of mission 
work in fostering communities that glorify God.

Introduction
Mission is temporary but its impact is eternal for God’s 
Glory. This concept reflects the idea that while the 
work of spreading the Gospel and serving others may 
be time-bound, the effects of that mission endure in 
the lives of those transformed by faith. This impact 
ultimately glorifies God, as it leads people to worship 
Him eternally. In other words, the Divine Mission 
for the Church and His people often refers to God’s 
purpose and plan for humanity as revealed through 
scripture. Therefore, this mission encompasses 
creation, redemption, and the ultimate restoration of 
the world unto God’s Glory through building the church 
to spread the life-transforming Gospel of Christ, the 
founder-builder of God’s Church.

Among God’s people, the word “Mission” is very 
famous but misunderstood by many. Thus, it is 
important to reflect, explain, and understand the God-
given mission of the church as a true member of the 
church in this world. To this end, I will explore this idea 
through biblical verses and also provide scholarly 
interpretations of it.

Let me ask you a bunch of questions that help you 
to think rightly about the mission of the church: What 
Mission is? What bible says about it? How did Old 
Testament people carry out it? How did Jesus Christ 
do His missionary work? How Did the Apostles and 
early Christians do the missionary work?  And how 
we should do it? Keep reflecting, thinking, and 
studying about these questions to have a biblical 
understanding of them. Though I am not dealing with 
all these questions directly to provide a ready-made 
answer, still you will get good guidance to understand 
them from this article.

I. The Meaning of Mission
Mission simply means task and assignment. In other 
words, mission means God’s task or assignment 
for you or me. Thus, we have to understand the 
meaning and scope of the word “Mission” from the 
perspective of God and the Bible. Only God can give 
us the perfect and true perspective of it because it 
has been commissioned by the Lord. Though people 
of this world are also claiming their works as the 
mission, the mission of this world is not the mission 
and missions of God. Still, it falls under the greater 
plan of God. Therefore. the Bible is the handbook 
for the mission and the world is the field to do the 
mission. Only Christians have the true mission, which 
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is related to the Lord God and His mission. First and 
foremost, they have God’s mission for the nation to 
be responsible to reflect the Love of God among the 
people.

Etymologically, the word “Mission” is derived from the 
Latin word “mitto” which means “send” and denotes 
a task that a person or group has been assigned, or 
sent out to perform. Furthermore, the word Mission 
means in origin a being sends and was originally used 
of the trinity: the Father “sent” the Son into the world, 
and the Spirit too was “sent” into the world. Sending 
is, therefore, integral to the spreading of the Gospel.

Similarly in Hebrew the verb “Salah” is used in, the 
Old Testament which means “to send, to stretch forth 
to get rid of” This verb occurs in the Bible about 850 
times. This verb means to “send” in the sense of (1) 
to initiate and to see that such movement occurs, and 
(2) to successfully conclude such an Action. Whereas 
in Greek the word Apostello (Αποστελλω) is used 
for mission which means to “send forth” an Apostle 
denotes to send on service or with a commission.

To make the meaning clearer and livelier I borrow the 
thought of Walter C. Kaiser Jr. whose words help me 
to represent my thought. According to him “the Bible 
begins with the theme of mission in the book of Genesis 
and maintains that driving passion throughout the 
entire Old Testament and on into the New Testament. 
If the Old Testament “Great Commission” must be 
identified it will be Genesis 12:3, “All the people of the 
earth will be blessed through you (Abraham)”. This is 
the earliest statement of the fact that it will be God’s 
purpose and plan to see that the message of his grace 
and blessing come to every person on planet Earth. 
The message did not begin there the basis for it went 
all the back to Genesis 3:15 as will be seen shortly 
but in Gen 12:3 it found its most succinct declaration.”

In this regard, our Lord has said in this way “The 
word which Jesus spoke to his first disciple in their 
representative capacity. As the Father has sent me 
I am sending you” (Jn. 20:21; 17:18) still applies. 
The universal church and therefore every local 
congregation and every Christian is sent into the world 
to fulfill a definite defined task. Jesus the church’s 
Lord has issued Marching orders. Individually and 
corporately all God’s people are now in the world on 
the King’s business.”

Likewise, the last book of the Scripture emphasizes 
the same concern for people “every nation and tribe 
and tongue and people” (Rev. 5:9, 7:9, and 14:6). 
Thus, this theme of a mission to the whole world 
forms one giant envelope (a figure of speech called 
on inclusive) forming the whole Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation.

II. Biblical Foundation
A. Creation and Its Purpose:

The creation and its purpose are central to the 
Christian mission, as they establish the foundational 
narrative of God’s intention for humanity and the 
world. According to God, He created the world 
and called it “good,” entrusting humans with the 
responsibility to steward creation and reflect His love 
and righteousness. But they failed. After the fall of 
mankind, God himself took the initiative to save them 
while they were running from Him and His presence. 
This understanding shapes the mission of the Church, 
which seeks to restore and reconcile all aspects of 
creation to their intended purpose. By acknowledging 
the inherent value of every person and the created 
order, Christians are compelled to engage in acts of 
compassion, justice, and service, embodying the love 
of Christ in a world that often strays from that original 
goodness. Ultimately, recognizing the significance 
of creation and its purpose energizes the Church’s 
mission to evangelize, nurture, and heal, aligning 
believers with God’s overarching plan for redemption 
and flourishing.

Relating God’s mission with the restoration of the 
creation (mankind) since the fall, NT Wright highlights 
the importance of God’s kingdom and the Lord’s 
ministry. N.T. Wright elaborates on the concept of 
God’s kingdom, asserting that the Divine Mission 
includes the restoration of creation. Wright posits that 
Jesus’ ministry was about bringing God’s kingdom 
into the present, indicating that Christians are called 
to continue this work (Wright, 2016).

B. Redemption:

The divine mission of redemption emphasizes God’s 
love and the sacrificial act of Jesus Christ as central to 
restoring humanity’s relationship with Him. According 
to John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.” Here we have 
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to understand the call for personal call of God and 
personal relationship with God as well as personal and 
social transformation. Thus, to make it clear, let me 
quote a scholar Walter Brueggemann. He suggests 
that the Divine Mission involves both a call to personal 
transformation and social justice. He emphasizes that 
God’s mission is not only about Individual salvation 
but also about the community’s responsibility to act 
justly and love mercy (Brueggemann, 2001).

C. Commission:

The Commission underscores the call for believers to 
actively participate in God’s mission by spreading the 
gospel and making disciples. To Make it more clear, 
Christopher Wright argues that the Divine Mission 
encompasses the whole of the biblical narrative, 
asserting that God’s mission is to bless all nations 
through Israel and, ultimately, through the church. 
He emphasizes the importance of understanding 
scripture in the context of mission (Wright, 2006).

Here are some more examples to understand the 
commission of the Lord for the church and the people 
of God.

i.	 The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20): 
Jesus commands His followers to make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them 
to observe all He has commanded. This mission 
was given to the early church and continues 
today, emphasizing that the work of evangelism 
and discipleship is vital and ongoing: “Go (going) 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you.” 
(Matthew 28:19-20, ESV). In this verse, we find the 
particples like “going” “baptizing” and “teaching” 
participle emphasize the ongong aspects of the 
mission work of Christ’s church till the end o this 
world. Thus, the disciples’ obedience led to the 
establishment of the early church, and many are 
now in heaven, worshiping God for eternity.

ii.	 Paul’s Missionary Journeys (Acts 13-21): 
The Apostle Paul undertook several missionary 
journeys, spreading the Gospel throughout 
the Roman Empire. His letters to the churches 
he established are still teaching and guiding 

believers today. For example, the church in 
Philippi (Philippians 1:3-6) became a beacon of 
faith, with its members assured of their eternal 
impact through the Gospel: “And I am sure of 
this, that he who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 
(Philippians 1:6, ESV). We can its impact. The 
communities established through Paul’s missions 
continue to affect lives of the people and glorify 
God.

iii.	 The Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-42): Jesus’ 
encounter with the Samaritan woman at the 
well demonstrates how one person’s encounter 
with Christ can lead to the transformation of 
an entire community. For example, after her 
encounter, the woman shared her experience, 
leading many in her town to believe in Jesus: 
“Many Samaritans from that town believed in him 
because of the woman’s testimony.” (John 4:39, 
ESV) here we can see and understand: The faith 
of those Samaritans resulted in worshiping Jesus, 
showcasing how individual mission efforts can 
have a lasting, eternal impact.

iv.	 The Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:1-
23): This parable illustrates how the Gospel is 
received in different ways, but when it takes root, 
it produces lasting fruit. For example: The seed 
sown on good soil represents those who hear 
the Word and understand it, resulting in a fruitful 
life: “But the one sown on the good ground, this 
is one who hears and understands the word and 
indeed bears fruit.” (Matthew 13:23, ESV). Again, 
we see the transforming power of God’s Gospel: 
The eternal fruit of the Gospel is seen in the 
transformed lives of people who glorify God.

III. The Eternal Impact of Mission
The ultimate purpose of mission work is to bring 
people into a relationship with God, resulting in eternal 
worship. In other words, the mission work is to foster 
a deep, personal relationship between individuals and 
God, culminating in eternal worship. This endeavor 
reflects the heart of the Gospel, as highlighted in 
Matthew 28:19-20, where Jesus commissions His 
followers to “go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations.” This mandate emphasizes the importance 
of reaching people from diverse backgrounds and 
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cultures, inviting them into a transformative relationship 
with Christ. The Great Commission encapsulates the 
essence of mission work: the call to spread the Good 
News so that all may come to know and worship God.

Revelation 7:9-10 beautifully portrays the culmination 
of this mission: “After this, I looked, and behold, a 
great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb.” 
This passage serves as a powerful vision of the global 
nature of God’s kingdom. According to theologian 
Christopher Wright, “The mission of God is to bring 
people into a right relationship with Him, a relationship 
that is not merely individualistic but communal and 
global in scope” (Wright, 2010, p. 95). This vision 
emphasizes that worship transcends cultural and 
ethnic boundaries, illustrating God’s desire for unity 
among diverse peoples.

The invitation to worship God is a divine calling that 
resonates throughout Scripture. Psalm 86:9 declares, 
“All the nations you have made shall come and worship 
before you, O Lord.” This reflects the prophetic vision 
of a future where all creation acknowledges God’s 
sovereignty. Scholar Andrew Walls notes, “Christianity 
is inherently a missionary faith, calling believers to 
witness and worship in every corner of the world” 
(Walls, 1996, p. 77). Mission work is not merely about 
conversion; it is about cultivating a community of 
worshipers who acknowledge God’s glory and grace, 
fulfilling the ultimate purpose of bringing every nation 
into His presence.

Conclusion
Mission work is not merely about conversion; it is 
about fostering a community that reflects God’s love 
and grace. Ultimately, the lasting fruit of mission is 
evidenced in the eternal worship of transformed lives, 
celebrating the reach of God’s love across generations 

and affirming the importance of engaging deeply with 
His purposes for humanity. This calls all Christians to 
embrace their role in God’s divine mission, ensuring 
that His glory is manifested through their actions and 
witness in the world. Thus, the Great Commission 
serves as a vital reminder of believers’ responsibility 
to spread the Gospel and make disciples, reinforcing 
the idea that God’s mission encompasses all nations 
and cultures.

The Mission as portrayed in scripture is a multifaceted 
concept that includes creation, redemption, and the 
commission to spread the gospel. It invites believers 
to engage deeply with God’s purposes for humanity 
and the world while the mission of spreading the 
Gospel and serving others is indeed temporary, its 
impact lasts forever. Through obedience to the Great 
Commission, the witness of transformed lives, and 
the establishment of faith communities, God’s glory 
is made manifest. The eternal worship of those who 
have believed is a testament to the lasting fruit of 
mission work, celebrating the incredible reach of 
God’s love and grace throughout eternity. Therefore, 
the act of mission is temporary, its impact resonates 
through eternity, as it leads individuals into a profound 
relationship with God, resulting in lifelong worship.
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;';dfrf/ ld;g  
d08nL eg]sf] s] xf] <

;';dfrf/ ld;g d08nL
qm;–j] d08nLn] cf/fwgf gjLgtfsf] lglDt of] bz{g b]v]sf] 
5 ls, g]kfnsf d08nLx¿ ce}m v|Li6 s]lGb|t aGb}, cfˆgf 
cf/fwgf ;+ultx¿df k/d]Zj/nfO{ cem 3lgi6 ?kn] lrGb} 
gjLgtftkm{ a9\b}hfg]5g\ . of] ;Dd]ngsf] p2]Zo klg oxL 
/x]sf] 5 . of] Ps cleofgsf] ?kdf cl3 a9\g]5 .

o; ;Dd]ngn] xfl;n ug{ rfx]sf nIox¿ o:tf 5g\ M

s_	 d08nL cf/fwgfaf/] O{Zj/zf:qnfO{ s]nfpFb}, a'‰b} 
d08nL kf]Vt aGb}hfg]5g\ . 

v_	 d08nL cf/fwgf a'‰b} cEof;df kl/jt{gx¿ cfpg]5g\ . 

u_	 afOanLo d08nL cf/fwgfsf] a'emfO{;Fu} cf/fwgf 
cu'jfx¿n] gofF ;[hgzLn kl/sNkgfx¿ lgdf{0f ub{}, 
cEof; ub}{ ef]lnsf d08nLx¿ w]/} ;'Gb/ ;+sNk / 
tTjx¿n] ;lhPsf x'g]5g\ -Plkm;L @M@)–@@_ .

xfdL Ps l/kmD8{ d08nL ePsf]n] ToxL P]ltxfl;s k[i7e"ld / 
b[li6sf]0faf6 d08nL cf/fwgfnfO{ a'‰g] / a'emfpg] k|of;df 
5f}+ .

k/d]Zj/ kljq cfTdfåf/f o]z" v|Li6 cfˆgf] d08nLlar lxF88'n 
ug'{x'G5 -k|sfz !,@_. pxfFsf] OR5f / p2]Zo d08nLnfO{ kljq 
/ k|tfkL ujfxL, ;+;f/df cfˆgf] dlxdf k|;f/0fsf] /fhb"tfjf; 
agfpFb}hfg' xf] . h;/L ;d'b| kfgLn] el/Psf] 5, To;/L ;f/f 
k[YjL k/d]Zj/sf] dlxdfn] eb}{n}hfg' xf] . 

k/d]Zj/n] cfˆgf] ;[li6sf] nflu ;a}eGbf ;'Gb/ ;+sNk 
d08nLnfO{ agfpg'ePsf] 5 . o;sf/0f kfjn eGb5g\, æt/ 
;Gtx¿;Fu ltdLx¿ -d08nL_ ;ËL gful/s / k/d]Zj/sf] 
kl/jf/sf ;b:ox¿ ePsf 5f} . Tof] 3/fgf k|]]l/tx¿ / 
cudjQmfx¿sf] hudfly a;fn]/ lgdf{0f ePsf] 5, / v|Li6 
o]z" cfkm}rflxF d'Vo s'g]9'Ëf] x'g'x'G5 . pxfFdf k"/} 3/ l7s;Fu 
Ps};fy hf]l8P/ k|e'df Pp6} kljq dlGb/ x'gnfO{ a9\b} hfG5 .  
clg kljq cfTdfdf k/d]Zj/sf] jf;:yfg x'gnfO{ ltdLx¿ 
klg pxfFdf Ps;fy lgdf{0f x'Fb}hfG5f} -Plkm;L @M@)-@@_.Æ 

d08nLsf u'0fx¿ ;txd'lg a;flnPsf] hu, / h/fx¿df 
e/ k/]sf x'G5g\, ;txaflx/ b]lvg] s'/fx¿df xf]Og, g 
tf k|bz{gof]Uo s'/fx¿df g} x'G5g\ . kf:6/ clg cf/fwgf 
cu'jfx¿n] of] s'/f uDeL/ ?kn] a'‰g cfjZos 5 .

o;}sf/0f o; ;Dd]ngsf] of] p2]Zo /x]sf] 5, ls xfd|f efjL 
k':tfsf cu'jfx¿n] k/d]Zj/sf] o; d08nLsf] nflu clt g} 
;'Gb/ / gofF sNkgfx¿ kl/sNkgf ug]{5g\ . xfdL t oxfF ;'? 
dfq ub}}{5f}+ . of] Ps afOandf hu a;flnPsf] kl/sNkgfsf] 
sf/vfgf xf], of] Ps ;+sNkx¿ /Rg] cleofg xf] . 

xfd|f] Åbo dlnnf] df6f] h:tf] 5 hxfF k/d]Zj/sf] jrg 
k|:t'ltx¿åf/f /f]Kg]5f}+, h'g af]6x¿df k/d]Zj/n] cfˆgf] 
d08nLsf] lglDt k|z:t ?kdf c;n kmnx¿ lbg'x'g]5 .

!=	 d'Vo ljifo M æg]kfndf ;';dfrf/ ld;g d08nLsf] 
gjLgtfsf] hu a;fNb}5f}+ .Æ

@=	 g]kfndf æ;';dfrf/ ld;g d08nLÆ eGgfn] xfdL s] 
a'‰5f}+ < 

	 What do we mean by missional church in Nepal?

kl/efiffM
[“Ecclesiology is first of all about church’s identity- 
who we are and who we serve. And if the biblical story 
is not the place where our identity is forged, then by 
default this place will be somewhere else, almost 
certainly in our cultural story and social location.” 
Michael Goheen, (The Church and Its Vocation, 1)]

ld;g eGg] zAbn] w]/} k|sf/sf] cy{ af]s]sf] 5 . xfd|f 
;dfhx¿df, g]kfn / ef/t b]zdf cem w]/} yl/sf 
ljrf/–lrqx¿ af]w eP/ cfPsf 5g\ . ;a}eGbf k|Voft 
cy{ of] ag]sf] 5, ls ljb]zaf6 cfPsf] jf k7fOPsf] ld;g 
;kf]6{, ?k}ofF–k};f x'g\ . h'g :yfgLo ;|f]tdf cfwfl/t 5}gg\, 
tL ld;g–sfo{ x'g\ . cyjf ld;g]/Lx¿ eg]kl5 ljb]zaf6 
;|f]t–;fwg, 1fg, lzIff cflb lnP/ oxfF lbg cfpg] JolQmx¿ 
x'g\ eGg] a'‰g]ul/Psf] 5 .

/]e c/lag kf]v/]n
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lg/fzfhgs ljifo of] 5 ls, ld;g eGg]lalQs} ljb]z jf ljb]zL 
/ tL zAb jf ljrf/x¿;Fu hf]l8P/ cfPsf ;|f]t–;fwgx¿ x'g\ 
eGg] ljrf/ xfaL ag]sf] 5 . o;sf/0f of] zAbnfO{ g} p4f/ 
ug'{kg]{ cfjZostf /x]sf] 5 .

xfd|f] -;Dd]ngsf]_ p2]Zosf] nflu æld;gÆ eGgfn] o]z" 
v|Li6sf] ;';dfrf/ lnP/ :yfgLo /}yfg] hLjgz}nLdf hLpg' 
xf], h;sf] lglDt xfdL v|Lli6o ljZjf;Lx¿n] af]nfj6 kfPsf 
5f}+ .

Definition: Missional [is] the very essence and identity 
of the church as it takes up its role in God’s story in the 
context of its culture and participates in God’s mission 
to the world.” Michael Goheen, (A Light to the Nations: 
The missional Church and the Biblical Story, 4).

dfOsn uf]lxgsf] kl/efiff o:tf] 5, æld;gn eGg'sf] cy{ 
d08nLsf] klxrfgdf g} xfdL k/d]Zj/sf] syf–j[tfGtleq 
/x]/ xfd|f] :yfgLo ;fdflhs hLjgx¿åf/f pxfFsf] ld;g 
sfo{df ;+nUg x'G5f}+ .Æ

l6d z]/8]g eGg'x'G5, ==“For the missionary ecclesiology 
to emerge, it is necessary to restore mission to the 
very being and identity of the church and heal the 
breach between church and mission.”

æolb ld;g]/L d08nLzf:q a'lemg'5 eg], To; d08nLsf] 
klxrfgdf g} d08nL / o;sf] ld;g -sfo{nIo_ v|Li6sf] 
ld;gdf cl8Psf] x'g cfjZos k5{ .Æ

t/ xfdL g]kfnL d08nLx¿df ld;gaf/] ;txL, b'O{ cdn 
ulx/f] a'emfO{ ePsf] sf/0fn] ubf{ :jfy{nfedf axlsP/ kf:6/ 
cu'jfx¿åf/f d08nLsf] ld;g j[l4 x'g g;s]sf] cj:yf 5 . 
lx/f / df]ltx¿ eg] ;d'b|sf] ulx/fOaf6 lgsflnG5g\ . 

cfhsf] k|:t'ltsf] d'Vo jrg ! sf]l/GyL #M!)–!% ;Dd /x]sf] 
5 . of] kf7nfO{ 5f]6s/Ldf x]g]{5f}+ . kfjn k|]l/tn] sf]l/GyL 
;x/df a;]/ sDtLdf klg c7fx| dlxgf nufP/ of] d08nL 
:yfkgf u/]sf lyP . of] d08nLsf] af/]df pgnfO{ w]/} s'/f 
yfxf lyof] . d08nLleq dfq xf]Og, aflx/ lu|s ;dfhdf 
/ ;x/sf] j[lQ–ljsf; clg ;f+:s[lts kl/jt{gzLntf klg 
pgn] cfkm}n] b]v]/, a'em]/ cfPsf lyP . o; k6s, ToxfFsf] 
va/ lnP/ Snf]Psf] kl/jf/ cfP / ltgLx¿n] pgnfO{ atfP 
ls h] s'/fx¿ aflx/sf] ;dfhdf eO{cfPsf lyP, tL lzIff 
/ hLjgz}nLx¿ ca d08nLleq klg cfpg yfn]sf 5g\ . 
tL lzIff lbg]x¿ ca d08nLleq klg Voflt / xfaL /fVg 
yfn]sf 5g\ . oL ljifox¿nfO{ ;fjwfgL dfq xf]Og, lgd'{n g} 
u/fpg'kg]{ vfFrf] b]Vb} kfjnn] tL lzIffx¿nfO{ Ps–Ps ub}{ 
;Daf]wg u/]sf 5g\ .

! sf]l/GyL tLg cWofodf pgn] d08nL :yfkgfsf] k|;Ëdf 
cfO/x]sf] cu'jfkg / To;df cfPsf ljefhgsf] af/]df n]Vb} 
eGb5g\, ælgk'0f sf/Luf/n] h:t} d}n] -d08nLsf]_ hu a;fn]+ 
=== lsgls h'g hu a;flnPsf] 5, hf] o]z" v|Li6 x'g'x'G5, 
To;afx]s s'g} dflg;n] csf]{ hu a;fNg ;Sb}g . === / 
x/]sn] s:tf] sfd u/]sf] 5, ;f] cfuf]n] hfFr ug]{5 .

xfdLn] a'‰g'kg]{ ljifo of] xf] ls, d08nL v|Li6sf] z/L/ xf], / 
pxfF o;sf] lz/ x'g'x'G5 . o]z" v|Li6 cfkm} hLljt / ;lqmo 
?kn] d08nL ;DxfNg] sfd ub}{x'g'x'G5 . pxfF g} o;sf] k|e' 
x'g'x'G5, ;f/f cfb/, zf]ef / ;Ddfg pxfFnfO{ dfq hfg'kb{5 . 
t/ xfdL kfjnh:t} ;Lldt ;dosf] nflu v6fOPsf >ldsx¿ 
xf}+ . cfˆgf] :jfy{, zf]ef, ;Ddfg / ;DklQsf] nflu xfdL 
d08nLdf sfo{/t 5}gf}+ . of] s'/f ;j{k|yd a'‰g cfjZos 
5 . w]/}h;f], xfdL cu'jfx¿ ;]jsfO ;'? ubf{ clt hf]l;nf] 
x'G5f}+, k/d]Zj/sf] tfutdf h] klg ug{ ;S5f}+ eGg] 8fxf x'G5 .  
t/ ;]jsfOsf] cGt/fndf v|Li6sf] k|e'TjnfO{ la;]{/, kG5fP/ 
xfdL cfˆg} k|e'Tjdf Wofg lbg yfN5f}+ . clg la:tf/} lg/fzfn] 
xfdLnfO{ 3]b}{hfG5 lsgeg] xfdLn] cfzf u/]sf s'/fx¿n] 
xfdLnfO{ k'Ub}g, rfx] Tof] dfg–;Ddfg, :6]h–6fOd jf s';L{ 
xf];\ . cfˆgf] OR5f–rfxgfx¿ x]nf eP xf]nfg\, kl/jf/n] 
a'lemlbPgg\, Voflt km/flsnf] ePg xf]nf -cfhsf] ;fdflhs 
;+hfnn] o;/L hf]Vg]u5{_, cyjf ;DklQdf pQ/f]Q/ nfUg 
;lsPg xf]nf . ha d08nLdf c¿sf k|fy{gfx¿sf] w]/} pQ/ 
x'G5g\, t/ cfk"m eg] hxfFsf] ToxLF . l5d]sLx¿ eG5g\, æv} t <  
ltd|f] nflu s] eof] <Æ pgLx¿ b]z–ljb]z 3'Dg lxF8\5g\ . o:tf 
cg]s ljrf/x¿n] xfdL cu'jfx¿ lkl8t 5f}+ . To;dfly cem 
d08nLdf cu'jfkg af/] em}+–emu8fx¿ cfOkbf{ xfdL larNnL 
x'G5f}+ .

t/ o]z" v|Li6sf] cfjfh ;'Gg xfdLn] 5f]8\g'xF'b}g . xfd|f ;a} 
lg/fzfx¿ xfd|f] dgl:yltdf a;]sf cfsf+Iffx¿sf] sf/0fn] 
cfpg] ub{5g\ . clg h'g hf]; / zlQmdf xfdLn] ;]jsfOdf 
xft a8fPsf lyof}+, tL e'lnk7fpF5f}+ . clg cfˆg} tfut, o'lQm, 
;|f]t–;fwgdf e/ kg{yfN5f}+ / ktgsf] af6f]df nfU5f}+ .

oL s'/fx¿nfO{ g} Wofgdf /fv]/ qm;–j] cf/fwgf gjLgtfsf] 
;Dd]ng /flvPsf] xf] . xfdL hu a;fNb}5f}+, gofF tl/sfn] 
d08nL cf/fwgf, ;';dfrf/ hLjg / cleofgnfO{ a'‰b} 
a9\g]5f}+ . eGg'kbf{ husf] kmdf{ dfq xfNb}5f}+ . 9nfg ubf{ 
l;d]G6 d;nf xfNgcufl8 To;sf] nflu kmdf{ 7f]lsG5, tfls 
kl5 ;'s]kl5 ;a} s'/f l7s 7fpFdf l7s cfsf/–k|sf/df a;]sf] 
xf];\ . xfdL v|Li6–nfos cu'jfx¿ aGg, pxfFsf] cfsf/, ;kgf, 
OR5f, rfxgf / eljiosf] :j?kdf kmdf{ c8ØfpFb}5f}+ .

oxfF b'O{ hgf ljåfgsf p4/0f /fVg rfxG5', o;sf /x:ox¿ 
a'‰g'xf]nf M

Missional [is] the very essence and identity of the 
church as it takes up its role in God’s story in the 
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context of its culture and participates in God’s mission 
to the world.” Michael Goheen, (A Light to the Nations: 
The missional Church and the Biblical Story, 4).

“The mission is about esse (essence) of the church, 
not its bene esse (well-being). (Tim Sheridan, 
Becoming a Missionary Church, 3). “The church is an 
Apostolic body… it ought to be a bearer of witness to 
God.” (20)

Two examples from NRC

Pg cf/ ;L af6 æ;';dfrf/ ld;gÆ sf] a'emfO{

ld;g k|f]h]S6sf] ;+sNkn] ag]sf] cyjf :yfgLo ?kdf :j:y 
d08nL

cfk"mn] d08nL af/] l;sfpg yfn]sf] @) jif{ eP5 . t/ 
cfkm" g]kfnL d08nLsf] ljBfyL{ ePsf] rflxF #) jif{ eof] .  
sn]h k9\bfb]lv d08nL / cu'jfkg cWoog ubf{ ;w}+ g} 
g]kfnL d08nLsf] cWoog x'g]uYof]{ . g]kfndf xfdL cu'jfx¿ 
afOan jf k':tsx¿ cWoog u/]/ l;Sg'eGbf klg a9L 
;fdflhs dfWodx¿af6 l;Sg]u5f}+{ . xfd|f k|fylds cfwf/x¿ 
eg] jl/kl/sf lzIfsx¿ x'gk'U5g\ . tL ;|f]tx¿sf] cfwf/df 
lbdfudf d08nL jf ;]jfsfo{ o:tf] x'g'kg{] xf] egL 5fk]sf 
lrqx¿ Aff]s]/ ;]jf u5f}+{ . 

Ps hgf kf:6/;Fu d]/f] e]6 eof] . pxfF klZrd If]qsf] Pp6f 
lhNnfdf d08nL :yfkgf u5{‘ eg]/ cfpg'eof] . Ps kl/kfsf] 
dflg;, d08nLdf cu'jf eP/ w]/} ;do sfd u/]sf], xfdLn] 
v';L;fy pxfFnfO{ lgo'Qm u¥of}+ . ;dosf] cGt/fndf d08nL t 
h;f]t;f] j[l4 x'Fb}lyof], t/ pxfFnfO{ w]/} s'/fn] lk/f]Ng yfNof] .  
cfˆgf] kl/jf/b]lv 6f9f cs}{ lhNnfdf ;]jfsfo{ ug{ pxfFnfO{ 
ufx|f] eof] . pxfFn] PSnf] dx;'; ug{ yfNg'eof] . 5f]/fx¿ 
ljb]zdf sfd ug{ uPsf lyP t/ /fd|f] sdfP/ kl/jf/nfO{ 
;kf]6{ ug{ ;s]sf lyPgg\, o;sf/0f cfly{s cefj klg a/fa/} 
lyof] . ljZjf;Lx¿ klg ;fdflhs / cfly{s uGtLdf lgDg 
ju{af6 cfPsf x'gfn] kf:6/nfO{ w]/} ;xfotf ug{ ;s]sf 
lyPgg\ . d08nL afF;, df6f] / v/n] ag]sf] lyof], ;fdflhs 
:t/df Tolt dfGotfk"0f{ cf}sft b]lvFb}gYof] . ;]jfsfo{ h;f]t;f] 
rln/fv]s} lyof], t/ kf:6/sf] leqL lttf]kgf s] lyof] eg], 
pxfFnfO{ v6fPsf] ld;gn] pxfFsf] cj:yfdf Wofg} lbPg, 
;kf]6}{ u/]g . la:tf/}–la:tf/} pxfF zlgjf/ ;+ult rnfpg 
dfq d08nLdf hfg], c¿ lbg cfˆg} kl/jf/;Fu # 306f k/ 
a:g yfn] . ;]jfsfo{k|lt pxfFsf] dg} d/]/ uof] .

sl/a ;ft jif{kl5 e|d0f ub}{ d Tof] ufpFdf k'u]F . ToxfFsf] 
d08nL / kf:6/sf] af/]df dflg;x¿nfO{ ;f]Wbf pgLx¿n] 
eg], æcF=== lyP Ps kf:6/, ld;g;Fu} pgL klg uOuP .Æ 
Tof] ufpFsf] d08nL kf:6/ / pgn] NofPsf] ld;g k|f]h]S6;Fu} 
lanfP/ uof] .

ha xfdL ld;g eG5f}+, xfd|f] lbdfun] ljb]zsf ;|f]t–;fwg / 
;DklQ dfq xf]Og, ltgLx¿n] kl/rfng ug]{ k|f]h]S6x¿ klg 
eGg] xfdL a'‰5f}+ . of] unt a'emfO xf] . Ps hgf kf:6/n] eg], 
æxfd|f] ;+ult ePsf] 3/ glhs} d]/f] hUuf 5 . ToxfF ld;gn] 
d08nL ejg agfOlbg'xf];\, clg xfdLnfO{ hUufsf] dfl;s 
ef8f lbg'xf]nf . of] ljrf/ / Joxf]/f -olb agfOPsf] v08df_ 
ld;g af/] ;/f;/ unt / xflgsf/s s'/f xf] .

bf];|f] d08nL M sl/a #) ldg]6 k/ b'O{ jif{cufl8 dfq csf]{ 
Pp6f d08nL :yfkgf ug{] of]hgf eof] . To:t} csf]{ Ps hgf 
kf:6/ x'g'x'GYof] h;n] cfˆg} ;dfhsf dflg;x¿nfO{, dfbn / 
v}Fh8Lsf] e/df ;+ult ub{} lg/Gt/ ;';dfrf/ ;'gfO/xg'x'GYof] .  
ToxL cj:yfdf xfdLn] pxfFnfO{ k|yd k6s e]6Øf}+ . tL kf:6/n] 
b'Mv / ;+3if{ ub{} krkGg jif{ sfl6;s]sf lyP . v|Lli6o 
ljZjf;df pgL lhPsf] klg nfdf] ;do ePsf] lyof] . klxn]sf] 
d08nLdf cu'jf eP tfklg, cfˆgf] hflt lgDg :t/sf] blnt 
;d'bfosf] ePsf], pgsf] ;]jfsfo{nfO{ w]/} dxTj glbPsf], 
dxfdf/Lsf] sf/0f ufpFsf ljZjf;Lx¿sf] jf:tf gePsf], cflb 
sf/0fn] ubf{ pxfFn] cfˆg} ufpFdf cnUu} ;+ult ;'? ug'{ePsf] 
lyof] . xfdLn] pxfFnfO{ d08nL :yfkgfsf] lglDt tflnd lbof}+ 
/ pxfF;Fu ;xsfo{ ub{} cfPsf] b'O{ jif{df afx| hgfn] alKt;df 
lnP . clxn] sl/a $) hgf ;+ultdf e]nf x'g yfn]sf 5g\ .  
cfˆg} ufpFsf] afF;, df6f], / v/n] 5fPsf] d08nL ejgdf 
ljZjf;Lx¿ gc6\g] ePkl5 ufpFsf] k|zf;g sfo{nodf wfP/ 
b'O{ s7\7f hldg klg ;'lglZrt ul/;Sg'ePsf] 5 . c¿ 
;xof]u klg vf]Hg cfjZos x'G5, t/ of] Pp6f o:tf] d08nL 
xf] h'g :yfgLo ?kn] :jfeLdfgL, :j:y / pTs[i6 g]kfnL 
;';dfrf/ d08nL ag]sf] 5 . of] xf] xfd|f] kl/efiffdf ld;g 
d08nL . k/d]Zj/n] To; d08nLnfO{ eljZodf klg ;'/lIft 
/fVg'ePsf] xf];\ .

xfdLn] ld;g d08nL af/] hlt g} lzIff lbP klg olb :yfgLo 
kf:6/ cu'jfx¿n] JolQmut txdf / d08nL ;d'bfodf, dg 
lbdfuleq af]s]sf] lrq v|Li6 s]lGb|t / :j:y 5}g eg], Tof] 
h/faf6 a9\b}cfpg] ?v xfFufx¿ klg :j:y d08nL aGg 
;Sb}g . o;sf/0f dg Åbodf af]Sg] lrqx¿ ljz'4 v|Li6sf] 
d08nL x'gkb{5 .

l6d z]/8]g eGg'x'G5, "... For the missionary ecclesiology 
to emerge, it is necessary to restore mission to the 
very being and identity of the church and heal the 
breach between church and mission.” æolb ld;g]/L 
d08nLzf:q a'lemg'5 eg], To; d08nLsf] klxrfgdf g} 
d08nL / o;sf] ld;g -sfo{nIo_ v|Li6sf] ld;gdf cl8Psf] 
x'g cfjZos k5{ .Æ

[Missional [is] the very essence and identity of the 
church as it takes up its role in God’s story in the 
context of its culture and participates in God’s mission 
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to the world.” Michael Goheen, (A Light to the Nations: 
The missional Church and the Biblical Story, 4).

dfOsn uf]lxgsf] kl/efiff o:tf] 5, æld;g eGg'sf] cy{ 
d08nLsf] klxrfgdf g} xfdL k/d]Zj/sf] syf j[tfGtleq /x]/ 
xfd|f] :yfgLo ;fdflhs hLjgx¿åf/f pxfFsf] ld;g sfo{df 
;+nUg x'G5f}+ .Æ

t/ xfdL g]kfnL d08nLx¿df ld;g af/] ;txL, b'O{ cdn 
ulx/f] a'emfO ePsf] sf/0f :jfy{nfedf axlsP/ kf:6/ 
cu'jfx¿åf/f d08nLsf] ld;g j[l4 x'g g;s]sf] cj:yf 5 . 
lx/f / df]tLx¿ ;d'b|sf] ulx/fOaf6 lgsflnG5g\ .

After Tim’s definition…

o;sf] dtna, xfdLleq ld;g d08nLsf] ck/]l6ª l;:6d g} 
rflxg] /x]5, aflx/af6 kf]t]sf] af]qm] ld;g d08nL xf]Og .  
Tof] rflxF kmf]6f] lvRbf Sofd/fdf dfq cfpg] ;txL gS;f 
dfq x'G5 . ;';dfrf/Lo ld;g d08nL a'‰g xfdLn] ;j{k|yd 
;';dfrf/nfO{ g} ljz'4 ?kdf a'‰g cfjZos 5 .

;';dfrf/ s] xf] < ;';dfrf/ o]z" v|Li6 g} x'g'x'G5 . ;';dfrf/ 
o]z" v|Li6n] lbg] cflzif\, cyjf zf/Ll/s rËfO, ef}lts / 
cfly{s pGgltsf vhfgfx¿ xf]Ogg\, h;n] dnfO{ ;'v, ;'/Iff, 
;'ljwf, zflGt / ;~rf] ;fy} k|ultsf] af6f]df 8f]¥ofpF5 . 
g]kfnL d08nLx¿df ;';dfrf/ af/] s]xL o:tf e|dx¿ 
/lxcfPsf 5g\ . afOann] k|:t't u/]sf] ;';dfrf/ rflxF o]z" 
v|Li6 :jo+ x'g'x'G5 . pxfFsf] hGd, hLjgsfn / sfo{x¿, d[To', 
k'g?Tyfg, :juf{/f]x0f / bf];|f] cfudg, cyjf gofF ;[li6sf] 
cfzf / k|tLIff g} ;';dfrf/ xf] . v|Li6sf] hLjg / lzIffleq 
g} xfd|f] / ;+;f/sf ;a} /x:ox¿ n's]sf 5g\ .

d08nL v|Li6sf] z/L/ xf] -! sf]l/GyL !@_. olb d08nL v|Li6sf] 
z/L/ xf] eg] pxfFsf] hLjgz}nL / jrgnfO{ cfTd;ft\ ug'{ g} 
v|Li6 s]lGb|t d08nL aGg' xf] .

o]z" v|Li6n] cfˆgf r]nfx¿;Fu cfˆgf] hLjg / jrgsf] 
;f/nfO{ lnP/ eGg'eof], æh;/L lktfn] dnfO{ k7fpg'eof], 
To;/L d ltdLx¿nfO{ k7fpFb}5' -o"xGgf @)M@!, !&M!*_.Æ of] 
cfzoåf/f g} k|]l/tLo -k7fOPsf]_ d08nL ag]sf] 5 .

o;sf/0f ;';dfrf/sf k':tsx¿df cfwfl/t jrgx¿ ulx/f] 
?kn] cWoog ug{ cfjZos x'G5 . 

#= ;';dfrf/ ld;g d08nL gjLgtfsf] nflu s]xL cEof;sf 
kIfx¿ o:tf x'g ;S5g\ M

d08nLn] ;j{k|yd t k/d]Zj/sf] pkl:yltsf] cEof; ub{5 . 
oxL s'/f ;fd"lxs ?kdf ug{ zafy cf/fwgf algPsf] x'G5 . 
xfdL k/d]Zj/sf dflg;x¿ aGof}+ eg]/ lrgf/L lbgsf] nflu 
xfdL alKt:df lnG5f}+ . o;}sf/0f xfdL v|Lli6o wfld{s ljlwx¿ 
cEof; u5f}+{ h;nfO{ cg'u|xsf ;fwgx¿ elgG5 . zafy 

cf/fwgfdf lg/Gt/ efu lnFbf xfdL k/d]Zj/sf hflt, v|Li6df 
p4f/ kfPsf, pxfFsf] syf–j[QfGtdf lhpgsf] lglDt ;dlk{t 
xf}+ egL k|dfl0ft ub{5f}+ .

h]D; s] P l:dy eGg'x'G5, æk|]d afgL xf], k|]d xfdLn] ug]{ 
lqmofsnfk xf] . xfd|f] ÅbonfO{ ;xL af6f]df /fVgsf] nflu zafy 
cf/fwgf lbOPsf] xf], tfls xfdL l7s s'/fx¿nfO{ k|]d ug{ ;sf}+ . 
clg xfd|f] ÅbonfO{ l;sfpg] k|]dsf] afgL r]nfkg xf] .Æ

“If you are what you love, … Love is a habit… 
something that we do …then discipleship is a 
rehabituation of your loves.” “Sabbath worship was 
given for us to keep our hearts in check. It is training 
our hearts to desire the right things.” (You are What 
You Love, James KA Smith).

“You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are 
restless until it finds rest in you.” St. Augustine.

s_ xfdL xfd|f] ÅbonfO{ JolQmut clg ;fd"lxs 
?kdf k/d]Zj/sf] pkl:ylt rfxgf ug]{ / pxfFnfO{ 
k|]d ug]{ agfcf}+, To;sf] cfbt a;fnf}+ .
xfd|f] hLjg ;[hgfsf] d'xfg xf] eGg'sf] dtna xfdLn] 
xfd|f] Åboleq a'g]/ /fv]sf === jf xfdLleq ;Fufln/fv]sf 
r'nL–r'nL ;kgf / rfxgfsf 8f]sfx¿ x'g\ . tL ;+u|x ug]{ xfd|f 
afgLx¿df Wofg nufpg cfjZos 5 . xfdLn] b}lgs Wofg 
lbP/ dg nufpg] s'/fx¿, h:t} x]g]{ dLl8ofsf dfWodx¿, 
lg/Gt/ lrof]–rrf]{ ug]{ xfd|f l5d]sLx¿, xfd|f OlGb|ox¿ g} 
xfd|f ;kgf, / eljiosf sNkgfsf dfWodx¿ x'g\ . To;}n] 
xfdLnfO{ s] ;'Gg], s] x]g]{, s] vfg], s] cg'ej ug]{ afgL a;]]sf] 
5, ;f] xfdLn] ljrf/ ug'{kb{5 . 

s] xfdLnfO{ k/d]Zj/ / pxfFsf s'/fx¿ dgkg]{ afgL a;]sf] 5 <  
of] klxn] cfkm"n] cfkm"nfO{ cg'zf;gdf /fVg'kg]{ ljifo xf] . 
clg bf];|f] rflxF d08nLdf Nofpg'kg]{ gjLgtfsf cEof;x¿ 
x'g'kb{5 .

v_ v|Li6sf] d08nLsf ;+sNkx¿ kl/sNkgf u/f}+ . 

dfly pNn]v ePsf] d08nLsf] lglDt k/d]Zj/sf ;+sNkx¿ 
ljrf/ u/f}+ . cu'jfx¿ eP/ xfdL d08nLnfO{ k/d]Zj/sf] 
pkl:ylt cEof; ug]{ af6f]df a;fnf}+ . cu'jfnfO{ w]/} k/LIff 
cfpFb5 . tL k/LIffx¿ cfˆg} :jfy{df s]lGb|t x'g]ub{5g\ . t/ 
Ps–cfk;sf] ;xfotfn], k|fy{gf, k/fdz{ / kljq cfTdfsf] 
;xfotfn] xfdL of] sfd ug{ ;Sg]5f}+ . olt dfq xf] ls 
xfdLn] xfd|f cfgLafgLx¿nfO{ kl/jt{g ub}{, v|Li6sf] >4fdf 
Ps–csf{sf] cwLgdf a:b} / l;Sg] qmdnfO{ ltj|tf lbFb} xfdL 
cl3 a9\g'k5{ . k/d]Zj/ cfˆgf] s/f/sf] k|lt1fdf ljZjf;of]Uo 
x'g'x'G5 . cfd]g, df/fgfyf .
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v|Lli6og ;tfj6 / wfld{s :jtGqtfsf] ;jfn g]kfnL 
d08nLsf lgDt d'Vo r'gf}ltsf] ljifo ag]sf] 5 . h;/L klxnf] 
o?zn]dsf] d08nLnfO{ ;tfpg] sfo{ eof], To:f/L g} g]kfnL 
d08nLnfO{ klg o;sf] cf/De ;+u} ;tfpg] sfo{ eof] . cfh 
klg ;tfpg] sfddf sdL cfPsf] 5}g . s'g} g s'g} lgx'df 
;tfpg] sfd al9/x] s} kfO{G5 . o;sf/0f d08nL cfˆgf] 
cl:tTj / :jtGqtfsf] lglDt ;+3if{ ub}{ / dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf 
v]Nb} cuf8L a9\g' ckl/xfo{ b]lvG5 . afOalno tyf O{Zj/Lo 
b[li6af6 x]bf{ k/d]Zj/sf hgx? ;tfOg' s'g} gf}nf] ljifo eg] 
xf]Og . rfx] Tof] k'/fgf] s/f/df xf];\ jf gofF s/f/df . ;do 
cuf8L al9/xFbf cGofo, cTofrf/, bdg, zf]if0f h:tf ;tfj6 
ef]lu/x]sfx?sf lglDt 5\'6sf/f / :jtGqtf lbg k/d]Zj/n] 
cu'jfx? k7fpg' eof] . o;sf] k|df0f afOan / d08nLsf] 
Oltxf;df kfO{G5 . k/d]Zj/ ;j{zlStdfg x'g'x'G5 . pxfF 
lgoGq0f b]lv aflx/ x'g'x'Gg . k/d]Zj/n] cfˆgf hgx?nfO{ 
hfFRg, z'¢ t'Nofpg, cg'zfl;t agfpg, ljZjf;df kl/kSs 
/ rnfodfg agfpg klg ;tfj6sf] af6f] to ug'{ x'G5 . csf]{ 
kIfaf6 x]bf{ wd{sf] lj?¢df cwd{ zlStzfnL x'g' kfksf] k|efj 
xf] . t/ ;jfn of] xf] ls ;tfj6sf] ;dodf g]kfnL d08nLx?n] 
s;/L cfˆgf] e"ldsf lgjfx{ u/] < wfld{s :jtGqtfsf] pkof]u 
s;/L ub}{ 5g\ / o;sf] lglDt s] s:tf e"ldsf v]Nb}5g\ < of] 
chsf] 68\sf/f] ;jfn xf] .

d08nL ;tfj6 M klxnf] d08nL o?zn]dsf] d08nL xf] . of] 
d08nL O:aL ;Dat\ @( b]lv ## sf] ;dodf :yfkgf ePsf] 
elg Oltxf;df pNn]v 5 . d08nLsf] ;'?sf] sfnv08 b]lv 
g} o; dfly k|xf/ tyf HofbtL u/]sf] kfO{G5 . klxnf] ;tfj6 
lbg] JolSt ;d"x ox"lbx? lyP eg] bf];|f] ;d"x /f]dL ;d|f6x? 
lyP . b'j} ;d"xn] ;tfj6 lbg'sf] sf/0f ltgLx?sf] wflDf{s 
cf:yfdf k'Ug uPsf] c;/, /fhg}lts, cfly{s / ;fdflhs 
If]qdf k'Ug uPsf] k|efj g} d"n sf/0f xf] . t/ d08nLsf] 
dgzfo s'g} klg hflt, ;Dk|bfo jf zf;s ju{sf] cf:yf dfly 
k|xf/ jf ;fdflhs ;b\efj ljyf]Ng' lyPg . p2]Zo s]jn Pp6} 
lyof] . o]z" hLljt k/d]Zj/, p¢f/stf{, cfpg]]jfnf dl;x 

x'g'x'G5 elg atfpg' lyof] . of] ;TotfnfO{ ox"bL ;d"x / 
/f]dLx?n] :jLsf/ ug{ ;s]gg\ . Ps kl5 csf]{ ub}{ ;tfO g} 
/x] . x'gt o]Zf" cfkm} klg ;tfO{g' eof] . pxfFn] eGg' ePsf] 
5 æd]/f] gfpFsf] vflt/ ;a}af6 ltdLx? 3[l0t x'g]5f}+,Æ ===dQL 
!)M@@ .

k|flrg d08nLsf] ;tfj6 cfhsf] eGbf emg} s7f]/ lyof] . 
d[To' b08, PsfGt af;, kz'sf] cfxf/ aGg' kg]{ . j|"m;df 
6fuLg' kg]{, hLljt} hnfO{g' h:tf cdfgjLo Jojxf/ x'GYof] .  
t/ ;tfjtsf] ;sf/fTds kIfnfO{ x]bf{ d08nL z'¢tf / 
kl/kStf tkm{ a9]sf] 5 . ljZjf;Lx?n] hlt s7f]/ ;hfo kfP, 
ltlgx? ptL g} alnof] ljZjf;L eP . hlt 3[0ff ul/GYof] Tolt 
g} ltlgx?df k|uf9 k|]d e]l6GYof] . d08nLsf lktf 66'{nLog 
eG5g\ æzxLbsf] /ut d08nLsf] lglDt lap xf]Æ . of] egfO{ 
cy{k"0f{ ePsf] kfO{G5 . hlt ;';dfrf/sf] sfo{ /f]Sg vf]Hof] 
d08nL emg\ emg\ km}lnb} / b[9 x'b} uof] . d08nLn] ;+;f/sf 
w]/} zf;s, ;d|fHo / /fhg}lts zlStsf] cGt b]v]sf] 5 . /f]dL 
;d|fHosf] ktg O:jL ;g $&^ df eof] . t/ d08nLn] cfkm\gf] 
cl:tTj hf]ufO{ /x\of] . o;y{ d08nLn] hlxn] klg zf;s / 
;d|fHox?sf] Hofbltx?nfO{ ;fdgf ug{ ;kmn ePsf] Oltxf; 
;fIfL 5 . d08nL s'g} zlSt ;dIf em's]sf] 5}g . Oltxf;nfO{ 
kms]{/ x]bf{ ;tfj6 lj?4 d08nLsf] e"ldsf pNn]vlgo b]lvG5 .  
d08nLsf lktf h:6Lg d6{/n] æIfdfofrgfÆ (Apology) 
k':tsåf/f k|ltjfb u/]sf 5g\ . k':tsdf v|Lli6og ljZjf;nfO{ 
hf]ufpg] k|of; u/]sf / v|Lli6ogx? /fi6«sf c;n gful/sx? 
x'g egL n]v]sf 5g\ . ox"bL wd{af6 v|Lli6ognfO{ cfpg 
;Sg] jfwf jf wDsLaf6 hf]ufpg] k|of; klg pgsf] k':tsdf 
kfO{G5 . k|]l/t tyf d08nLsf lktfx?n] ;fFrf] ljZjf;sf] 
lglDt zf/Ll/s tyf dfglzs oftgf, ;fdflhs alxisf/ / 
x/ k|sf/sf b'Mv ef]uL zlxb eP . v|Li6sf] jrgnfO{ x/]s 
kl/l:yltdf kfng / ljZjf; ub}{ hLljt ujfxL lbg ;kmn 
eP . s'g} zf;ssf] ;fd" gem'Sg] :jefjsf] e"ldsfn] cfh 
ltgLx?sf] v|Lli6og ljZjf; gofF ljZjf;Lsf] nflu sf]if] 9'Ëf 
;fljt ePsf] 5 .

al9/x]sf] ;tfj6 / Wffld{s 
:jtGqtfsf] ;+/If0fdf  
g]kfnL Df08nLsf] e"ldsf

;Gtf]z s'dfn
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kmn:j?k /f]dL ;d|f6 sG:6]g6fOg h:tf v|li6og zf;ssf] 
pbo eof] . h;n] d08nLsf] ;tfj6nfO{ cGt u/] . v|Lli6og 
dtnfO{{ c? wd{ ;/xsf] Jojxf/ eof] . wfl{d{s :jtGqtfsf] 
dx;'; tTsfnLg v|Lli6ogx?n] u/] . /fHon] v|Lli6og tyf 
cv|Lli6og b'a}nfO{ ;dfg sfg"gL b[li6n] x]g{ yfNof] . oL 
;a} kl/0ffdsf] kl5 ;tfj6 d'Vo dflgG5 . ;fYf} d08nLsf] 
k|fy{gf, ljZjf;, w}o{tf, cfzf / d08nLsf lktfx?n] v]n]sf] 
e"ldsf klg Tolts} dxTjk"0f{ /x]sf] 5 . cGttM v|Lli6og 
zxLbx?sf] Tofu / alnbfgn] d08nLdf gofF o'usf] yfngL 
eof] . ;';dfrf/ ljZje/L km}lng yfNof] . of] sfo{ s'g} 
JolStsf] ana'tfn] rfx]/ jf grfx]/ eO/x]sf] lyPg . h] 
eO/x]sf] lyof] Tof] hLljt o]Zf" k|e'sf] dxfg cf¡ff k'/fx'b} lyof], 
dQL @*M !*–@) .

;';dfrf/sf] k|efjn] g]kfn klg c5'tf] x'g ;s]g . v|Lli6og 
ljZjf; km}lngaf6 g]kfnsf] e"uf]n, /fhlglt, ;fdflhs, 
cfly{s, wfld{s s'g} cj:yfn] /f]Sg ;s]g . csf]]{ oyft{ lg/+s'z 
/fhtGqsf] zf;g b]lv cfhsf] u0ftGq :yfkgf ;Ddsf] 
ofqfdf d08nLnfO{ gslxNo} ;xh eof] . g]kfnL d08nLn] 
km/s–km/s zf;s / zf;g Joj:yf ef]Ug' k¥of] . Joj:yf 
km]l/P, zf;s km]l/P t/ ;+j|m0f ;f]r km]l/Pg gt e'O{dfG5]x?sf] 
cj:yf g} ablnof] . o;sf] k|efj g]kfnL d08nLdf klg :ki6 
b]Vg ;lsG5 . cfh klg g]kfnsf] d08nL ;tfj6b]lv cnu 
x'g ;s]sf] 5}g . :jtGqtfsf] cg'e"lt k"0f{?kdf k|fKt ePsf] 
5}g . g]kfnL d08nLdfyL ;tfj6 o;sf] :yfkgf sfnb]lv 
cfh ;Dd g} lg/Gt/?kdf a9L/x]sf] 5 . of] sfo{ ;TonfO{ 
ckdfg / c;TonfO{ k|f]T;fxfg lbg' xf] . of] kfksf] k|efj xf] 
eGbf TotL km/s gknf{ . dflg;x? cfkm'nfO{ hlt g} lzlIft, 
;Eo / j}1fgLs o"udf aflr/x]sf] wfs nufP klg cem} klg 
kfksf] bf; eP/ lhO/x]sf 5g\ eGg] pbfx/0f xf] . cfh 
g]kfnL d08nLsf lglDt r'gf}lt / cj;/ b'j} 5 .

g]kfnL d08nL Oltxf;nfO{ x]bf{ ;tfj6 km/s–km/s ?kdf 
k|s6 ePsf] kfO{G5 . @))& ;fnsf] k|hfGtqsf] 3f]if0ff kl5sf] 
36gf j|mdnfO{ lgofNbf, tfg;]gdf alKt:df lbg] / lng] 
b'a}nfO{ h]n rnfg ul/Psf] lyof] . alKt:df lbg] kf:6/ k|]d 
k|wfgn] $ jif{ ^ dlxgf h]nsf] oftgf ef]Ug' k¥of] . alKt:df 
lng] * hgfn] ! jif{ . ax'blno k|hftGq @)$^ kl5 klg 
;tfj6 ePsf] 5 . csf{ Ps cu|h kf:6/ ctg n]Krf nfdf 
;]jf tyf e]63f6sf]]] j|mddf nfdfrf}/ -kf]v/f_ rf]sdf æp 
To} xf] lj|ml:rog l8n/Æ eGb} :yfgLo x'Nofxfx?sf] ;d"xn] 
df];f] nufO{ lbPsf lyP . /fhtGqsf] cGt eO u0ftGqsf] 
:yfkg eP kZrft klg o:tf] j|md /f]lsg ;s]sf] 5}g . @)^^ 
h]7 ( ut] zlgaf/sf] lbg, nlntk'/ wf]aL3f6l:yt PhDK;g 
rr{df ad la:kmf]6 eof] . b'O{ hgfsf] Hofg uof] / 8]9 bh{g 
dflg; 3fOt] ePsf lyP . a]nf avtdf kf:6/x?nfO{ sfnf] 
df];f] nufpg], d08nL ejg tf]8kmf]8 ug]{ / h]n xfNg] sfo{ 
eO{ g} /x]sf] 5 . ldlt @)*)–!@–@% ut] u[xdGqfnon] 
wd{ k|rf/–k|;f/ tyf wd{ kl/jt{gsf] gfpdf, v|Lli6og 

s[ofsnfksf] ;'Ifd lgu/fgL u/L, sf/jfxL ug{ lhNnf k|zf;g 
sfof{no wgs'6fnfO{ cfb]z hf/L u/]sf] kq ;fj{hlgs ePsf] 
lyof] . o;/L /fHo / JolSt ;d"xn] ;tfpg] sfo{ hf/L g} 5 .  
o;k|sf/af6 x/]s sfn v08df d08nLsf] cf:yfdf k|xf/, 
ef}lts cfj|md0f ;fy} ;fdflhs dte]bx? u/]sf] kfO{G5 . 
;tfpg] cGo dfWodx?M ljb]zL wd{ dfGg], cfly{s k|nf]egdf 
k/]sf / wd{ kl/jt{g ug]{ Ph]G6 h:tf e|fds ;Gb]zx? km}nfO{ 
;tfpg] b'ik|of; ePsf] kfO{G5 . x'g t s]xL o;df ;Totf 
gePsf] eg] xf]Og . O;fO{ wd{sf] gfpdf ljs[ltx? 5g\ . 
t/ lgodg kIfn] ;To tYo kQf nufO sfg"gL sf/jfxL ug'{ 
pko'St x'G5 .

wfld{s :jtGqtf M g]kfn lxGb' /fi6« x'bf xf];\ jf u0ftGqfTds 
b]z s'g} klg JolStn] wd{ dfGg jf gdfGg kfpg' p;sf] 
g};uL{s clwsf/ xf] . ;jfn s]jn o;sf] cEof;sf] :jtGqtf 
xf] . o; clwsf/nfO{ g]kfnsf] ;+ljwfg @)&@ n] wfld{s 
:jtGqtfsf] xs elg pNn]v u/]sf] 5 . pNn]lvt wf/f 
o;k|sf/sf] 5 M –

wf/f @^ -!_ wd{df cf:yf /fVg] k|To]s JolStnfO{ cfkm\gf] 
cf:yfcg';f/ wd{sf] cjnDag, cEof; / ;+/If0f ug]{ :jtGqtf 
x'g]5 . 

-@_ k|To]s wfld{s ;Dk|bfonfO{ wfld{s :yn tyf wfld{s u'7L 
;~rfng / ;+/If0f ug]{ xs x'g]5 . t/ wfld{s :yn tyf 
wfld{s u'7Lsf] ;~rfng / ;+/If0f ug{ tyf u'7L ;DklQ tyf 
hUufsf Joj:yfgsf nflu sfg"g agfO{ lgoldt ug{ afwf 
k'u]sf] dflgg] 5}g .

-#_ o; wf/fåf/f k|bQ xssf] k|of]u ubf{ s;}n]] klg ;fj{hlgs 
:jf:Yo, lzi6frf/ / g}ltstfsf] k|lts"n x'g] jf ;fj{hlgs 
zflGt eË ug]{ s[ofsnfk ug{, u/fpg jf s;}sf] wd{ kl/jt{g 
u/fpg] jf csf{sf] wd{df vnn kg]{ sfd jf Jojxf/ ug{ jf 
u/fpg x'b}g / To:tf] sfo{ sfg"g adf]lhd b08gLo x'g] 5 . 

o;/L g]kfnsf] ;+lawfgn] wfld{s :jtGqtfsf] xs k|bfg u/]sf] 
5 . o; cj;/sf] pkof]u g]kfnL d08nLx?n] klg ;se/ 
u/L/x]sf 5g\ . k|To]s zlgaf/sf] cf/fwgf ;]jf, 3/]n' ;+utL, 
afOan sn]h ;+rfng, afOan tflnd, uf]i7L, ;]ldgf/, ;ef, 
;Dd]ng, v'NNff d~rdf pT;j dgfpg] cj;/sf] cEof;x? 
x'g . cGo sfo{ h:t}M v|li6og ;dfhx?sf] :yfkgf, ;dflhs 
;]jfsf] sfd, k|ToIf tyf ck|ToIf ;'–;dfrf/sf] sfo{ klg 
cuf8L al9 /x]sf] 5 . of] ;+ljwfgsf] ;'Gb/ kIf xf] . t/ h'g 
k|sf/n] :jtGqt eO{ wd{sf] cEof; ug{ kfpg' kg]{ xf] Tof] 
:jtGqtf dfly k|Zfg p7]sf] 5 . s] ;fRf} g]kfnsf] ;+ljwfgn] 
wld{s :jtGqtfsf] xs ;'lgZrt u/]s} xf] t < xf] eg] lsg a]nf 
a]nfdf v|li6ogx? Dffly w/ks8 eO/x]sf] 5 . kf:6/x?nfO{ 
sfnf] df];f] nufpg] sfd . em'6f cf/f]k v]Kg' kg]{ . d08NfL 
ejgdf tf]8kmf]8 x'g' . o:tf h3+Go ck/flws s[ofsnfkx? 
;+ljwfg ljkl/t 5g\ . o;sf/0f ;+ljwfgn] h] hlt xssf] 
;'lglZrttf u/]sf] 5, To;sf] pkof]u a'l4dfgL k"j{s ug'{ kg]{ 
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b]lvG5 . wf/fsf] t];|f] a'bfdf pNn]v ul/Psf] æwd{ kl/jt{gÆ hf] 
5, of] jfSof+zn] wd{sf] :jtGq cEof; ug{ kfpg] dfGotfnfO{ 
cf]em]ndf kf/]sf] 5 . ;+lawfgn] cNk;+Vos wfld{s ;d"bfosf 
dflg;x?sf] :jtGqtfdfly kof{Kt Wofg lbPsf] 5}g . o;y{ 
cNk;+Vosn] cfˆgf] wfld{s xssf] k|of]u ubf{ ckdflgt x'g], 
p;sf] cf:yf dfly /f]s nufpg], / cgfu/Lssf] Jojxf/ ug]{ 
h:tf s[ofsnfk eO{/x]sf 5g\ . sf7df8f}+ lhNnf ldlt @)*) 
kf}if $ ut] sf lbg æpkTosfJofkL ;+o'St rr{ kl/jf/Æ 
n] cfof]hgf u/]sf] æpkTosf JofkL ;+o'St j[xt v|Li6d; 
dxf]T;jÆ df tTsflng ko{6g, ;+:s[lt tyf gful/s p88\ofg 
dlGq ;'bg ls/fFtL pkl:yt lyP . pgn] ;+lawfgdf pNn]v 
ePsf] wfld{s :jtGqtfdf hf]8 lbO jStJo lb+bf pgsf] 
efif0fn] v|Lli6ogx? pT;fxLt ePsf lyP . t/ oyft{ km/s 
eof] . pgL ljjflb kfqsf] ?kdf /fHo ;fd' b]lvP . pgsf] 
/flhgfdfsf] dfu eof] . dlGq cfkm}n] klg wfld{s :jtGqtfsf] 
cg'e"lt ug{ g;s]sf] lttf] ;To /fHo ;fd" 5n{Ë ePsf] lyof] .  
o:tf] cj:yfdf /fHo ;/sf/ df}g a:g], hjfkm b]xL gx'g], 
lhDd]jf/Lb]lv cnu /xg] b]lvG5 . b]z wd{ lg/k]If ePtfklg 
v|li6ogx?nfO{ k"0f{ wfld{s :jtGqtfsf] k|Tofe"lt ldn]sf] 5}g .  
wfld{s :jtGqtfsf] xsnfO{ s'G7Lt agfOPsf] 5 . o;sf] 
ljsNk s] < cfh r'gf}ltsf] ljifo ag]sf] 5 .

Ps /f]dg Sofyf]lns O{Zj/zf:qL (Gustabo Gutierrez) n] 
eg]sf 5g\, wld{s :jtGqtf / :f'–;dfrf/sf] nflu ;fdflhs, 
cfly{s tyf /fhg}lts 5'6sf/f k|f/lDes xf] . csf]{ Ps wf/0ff 
æ5'6sf/f O{Zj/zf:qÆ (Liberation Theology) n] eGb5, 
wd{sf] lglDt cGofo / cTofrf/sf] cEof;nfO{ cfjZos k/] 
zlSt k|of]u u/]/ ePklg cGt ug'{ k5{ . t/ oL ljrf/ / 
l;¢fGtx?sf] k|of]uåf/f wfld{s :jtGqtfsf] :yfkgf ug'{ TotL 
;fGbeL{s b]lvb}g lsgsL g]kfnsf] ;+ljwfgn] wld{s xssf] 
Jo:yf ul/;s]sf] 5 . cfjZostf r} c;n ;/sf/ / zf;gsf] 
5 . v|Lli6ogx?sf] lglDt o]z"sf] jrg kfng, pxfF dflysf] 
e/f];f / d08nLsf] k|fy{gf d"n xf] . ;fYf} /fhlglts / sfg"gL 
kxn klg cfjZos 5 . 

d08nLsf] e"ldsfM of] n]vsf] dgzfo cfh ;Dd d08nLn] 
v]n]sf] e"ldsf dfly k|Zg p7fpg' xf]Og t/ ;zSt / k|ToIf 
cg'e't u/fpg] u/L xf]; eGg' xf] . lsgsL ljutdf d08nLsf 
cu'jfx?n] v]n]sf] e"ldsf sd dxTjsf] 5}g . æg]kfn v|Lli6og 
kl/ifb / v|Lli6og dxf;+3Æ n] g]kfndf k"0f{ wfld{s :jtGqtf 
x'g'kb{5egL jsfnt / ax; u/] kmn:j?k g]kfn ;/sf/n] 
v|Li6d;sf] lbg Ps lbg ljbf lbg] 3f]if0ff u¥of] . s]xL ;do 
nfu" eof] t/ km]/L o;nfO{ vf/]h ul/of] . t;y{ d08nLsf] 
e"ldsf gePsf] xf]Og t/ /fHosf] cNk;+Vos dflysf] bf]xf]/f] 
rl/qsf sf/0f cem} ;+3if{ ug'[{ k/]sf] 5 . ldlt @)*), k'if 
)# sf lbg ;DkGg ePsf] v|li6d; z'esfdgf cfbfgk|bfg 
sfo{j|mddf æg]kfn v|Lli6o ;dfh n'lDagL k|b]z / g]kfn 
/fli6«o d08nL ;+ult n'lDagL k|b]zÆ sf] ;+o'St cfof]hgfdf 
tTsfnLg k|b]zsf cy{ dlGqnfO{ cfkm\gf] xs clwsf/sf] 

af/]df Wofgfsif{0f kq a'emfPsf] lyof] . dlGq wgaxfb'/ 
df:sLn] 1fkg kq a'em\b} ubf{ eg]sf lyP æg]kfn ;a} wfld{s 
;d"bfosf] ;femf ynf] xf] . oxfF wfld{s ;d"bfo ;fj{ef}d 5g\ .  
;a} wfld{s ;d"bfonfO{ cf:yf /fVg 5'6 5 . xfd|f] tkm{af6 
ug'{kg]{ sfg"g ;+zf]wg / ;'wf/sf] nflu tof/ 5f} eg]sf lyP .  
pgn] 9'Ss eP/ zflGt / ;b\efjnfO{ s]Gb|df /fv]/ cfkm\gf] 
cf:yf k|s6 ug'{;\ eGb} z'esfdgf k|bfg u/]sf lyP . ljleGg 
wd{sf cu'jfx?sf] klg afSnf] pkl:ytL lyof] . csf]{ Ps 
k|oTg, ldlt @)*), df3 )# ut] l;+xb/af/ l:yt ko{6g, 
;+:s[lt tyf gful/s p8\8ofg dGqfnodf Ps 5nkmn 
ePsf] lyof] . 5nkmndf cf7 wfld{s ;d'bfosf cu'jfx?sf] 
;xeflutf /x]sf] lyof] . v|Lli6og cu'jfx?df 8f= s]=jL= 
/f]sfo / 8f= dx]Gb| e§/fO{ Ho"sf] ;xeflutf lyof] . pSt 
dGqfnosf tTsflng dGqL ;'bg ls/fFtL ;+u 5nkmn u/L 
cu'jfx?n] g]kfnsf] ;+ljwfgsf] efjgfsf] sb/ ub}{ æcGt/ 
wfld{s cfof]uÆ u7g ug{ Ps :j/df dfu u/]sf lyP . dGqL 
ls/fFtLn] cfkm' b]zsf ;a} wd{ ;+:s[ltsf] xslxtsf] kIfdf 
/x]sf] atfpb} dGqfnon] cGt/wfld{s cu'jfx?;+u lg/Gt/ 
5nkmn ug]{ tyf cGt/wflDf{s cfof]u u7gdf ;sf/fTds 
/x]sf] klg atfP . o;y{ d08nLn] cfkm\gf] e"ldsf lgjf{x ul/ 
g} /x]sf] kfO{G5 . t/ wfld{s :jtGqtfsf] xssf] ;jfndf eg] 
cem /fHo / gfu/Ls cf:j:Yf x'g ;s]sf] cfef; eg] 5}g . 
o;sf/0f g]kfnL d08nL o; eGbf dfyL p7]/ cfkm\gf] e"ldsf 
lgjf{x ub}{ / :ki6 wf/0f / cfjfh k|s6 ug{ ;Sg' k5{ .

o; ;Gbe{df kfjnsf] e"ldsf pbfx/0fLo 5 . hf] cfhsf] 
d08nLn] klg cEof; ug{ pkof]uL b]lvG5 . pgL v|Li6sf] ;fIfL 
lbbf ;tfOP t/ cGofosf] lj?¢df k|ltjfb ug{ kl5 x6]gg\ .  
cGofo x'bf df}g eP/ a;]gg\ lsgsL pgsf egfO{x?af6 
yfxf ug{ l;sG5,æt/ d t /f]dL xF'Æ k|l/t @@M@* . æ===d 
t kml/;Lx?sf 5f]/f] kml/;L g} xF'Æ k|l/t @#M^, eGb} cfkm' 
dflysf] cf/f]k lj?¢ cfjfh p7fPsf 5g\ . Gofosf] kIfdf 
af]n]sf 5g\ . pgn] gfu/Ls xs / wfld{s kIfdf pleP/ 
cfˆgf] ljZjf;nfO{ k|s6 u/]sf 5g\ . cfh g]kfnL v|Lli6ogx? 
klg al9/x]sf] ;tfj6 lj?¢ / wfld{s :jtGqtfsf] kIfdf 
v'§f gsdfO{ cfˆgf] xs / lxtsf] lglDt pleg] xf] sL < 
cfˆgf] JolStut klxrfg lbbf gful/ssf] xsdf d Ps ;Rrf 
g]kfnL / wfld{s ?kdf v|li6og xF' eGg] ;fxf; ug]{ xf] sL <  
k]|l/t @#M! df kfjnn] h:t} æ=== k/d]Zj/sf] b[li6df d}n] 
z'¢ ljj]sn] hLjg latfPsf] 5',Æ eg]/ /fHo ;fd' ujfxL kf] 
lbg' kg]{ xf] < o;k|sf/sf] k|lta¢tf rflxPsf] 5 . ;tfj6 
al9/x]sf] ljifd kl/l:ytLdf d08nLn] o;sf] lj?¢df / wld{s 
:jtGqtfsf] lxtsf] lglDt Ps h'6 eO{ ;zSt e"ldsf v]Ng'sf] 
ljsNk 5}g .

lgisif{ M v|li6og dtsf] ;+:yfks o]Zf" h;nfO{ j|m";df em'08fP 
/ df/] . ;tfpg] ;d"xn] o]Zf"sf] d[To' eP kl5 ;a} s'/fsf] 
;dfKt x'g] 5 elg ;f]r]sf lyP xf]nfg\ . t/ kl/l:Yflt pN6f] 
eof] . v|Lli6o dt emg emg km}lnb} uof] . k|]l/tx?, d08nLsf 
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lktfx? / ljZjf; ug]{x?sf lglDt s'g} k|sf/sf] ;tfj6 afFsL 
/x]g . k|f0fsf] cfx'lt lbg tof/ eP / w]/} hgf zlxb klg eP .  
d08nL emg} ljZjf; / lzIffdf b[9 x'b} ;+;f/ ;fd" v|Li6sf] 
;fIfL lbg of]Uo eof] . o:ff] eGb} ubf{ g]kfnL d08nLsf 
cu|hx?sf] e"ldsf klg sd 5}g . plgx?sf ;fd" r'gf}lt 
/ cj;/ b'a} 5g\ . cfh g]kfndf hlt g} ;tfj6 eP klg 
ljutsf] d08nL Oltxf;df h:tf] zlxb aGg' kg]{ jfWotf 5}g .  
clxn] d08nLsf] lglDt ;'gf}nf] cj;/ 5 eGbf km/s gknf{ . 
o;sf/0f d08nLsf ;]jsx? s]xL s'/fsf] :jfy{, nf]e, nfnr, 
O{iof, 5nsk6 gu/L v|Li6sf] ujfxL lbg ;a} lhDd]jf/ aGg' 
k5{ . kb, k};f, dfg, ;Ddfg, h; lng] xf]8jfhLdf gclNemsg 
/ ;Dk|fbflostfsf] s'g} dte]b g/flv ;femf d'2fdf v|Lli6og 
cu'jfx?sf] Pstfsf] :j/ /fHo ;dIf k'¥ofpg' ;a}sf] st{Jo 
xf] . ;/sf/ ;fd" cfkm\gf] xs ;'lglZrt ug{ lg/Gt/ kxn 
x'g vfFrf] 5 . s]jn ;tfj6 x'g] ;do / kl/l:ytL x]/]/ sfd 
ul/g' x'b}g . t]/f] / d]/f] d08nL gegL v|Li6sf] d08nL jf b]]x 

;lDem b'Mvdf ;fy / ;xof]u ug'{ cfjZos 5 . lbofjn;n] 
df}sf x]l//x]sf]] 5 . s'g} klg ;dodf o;n] cj|md0f ug{ 
;S5 . d08nL hlxn] klg cflTdsL xftxltof/x? wf/0fu/L 
;';lHht x'g h?/L 5, Plkm;L ^M!)–!* . cfpg] lbgx?df 
;femf p2]Zosf] lglDt xft]dfnf] u/L v|Lli6sf] jrg kfng ub}{ 
x/]s r'gf}ltnfO{ ;fdgf ug'{ cfhsf] cfjZostf xf] .

;Gbe{ ;fdfu|Lx?M

g]kfnsf] ;+lawfg @)&@, k]h= (* . 

xfd|f] cflzif jif{ !@, c+s !!$, k'; @)*) k]h=#) . 

t'/xL dfl;s klqf\sf, jif{ !@, c+s !!, k'if @)*) k]h= $& . 

sdn aL= Pg=, v|Li6sf ;]jsM ctg n]Krf nfdf -hLjgL_ 
k]h= !@%, @() .

la= kL= vgfn, wd{ tyf cf:ysf] :jtGqtf,k]h= *( . 

8]lg; h]= df]s, d08nL Oltxf; ;a]{If0f, k]h= #)* .
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!& cf}+ ztfAbL cl3 g]kfndf O;fO{ wd{ ;'lgPsf] lyPg .  
g]kfn k[ys /fi6« lyof], hxfF aflx/L d'n"s;+u s'g} klg 
;DaGw /x]sf] lyPg . /f]dsf ld;g/Lx? g]kfn x"b} ltAat 
hfg] qmddf pxFfx?sf] cfFvf g]kfndf k¥of]{ . pxFfx?sf] of]hgf 
oxFf ;'–;dfrf/ k|rf/ ug]{ lyPg t/ ;fj{ef}d k/d]Zj/;+u 
of] ;'Gb/ g]kfn /fi6«sf] nfuL km/s of]hgf lyof] . ha lt 
ld;g/Lx?n] ltAatsf] of]hgf ub}{lyP, k/d]Zj/n] g]kfnsf] 
nfuL cfˆgf] ;'–;dfrf/ / /fHosf] 9f]sf vf]Nb} x'g'xGYof] . 
/f]dsf ldzgl/x? g]kfn x'b} ltAat hfg] qmd;+u} la:tf/} 
ljZjsf c? b]zx?af6 klg ldzg/Lx?sf] k|j]z x'g yfNof] . 
o;/L o; n]vaf6 xfdLn] 5f]6s/Ldf pxFfx?sf] sl7g kl/>d 
/ dxfg of]ubfgsf] g]kfnL d08nL Oltxf; k|lt :d/0f ug]{5f}+ . 

g]kfndf k|yd ldzg/Lx¿M
O{=;=!^@* tfsf klxnf] k6s g]kfndf u}/–g]kfnLx?sf] 
k|j]z ePsf] lyof,] hf] v|Lli6og wdf{jnDjLx? lyP . 
To;kl5 O{=;=!^^! df k]lsª -clxn]sf] rLg_ af6 /f]d hfg] 
qmddf b'O{hgf kfb/Lx? v|Li6d;sf] ;fFem sf7df08f+} k|j]z 
u/] . o;/L g]kfndf, sf7df08f}+ pkTosfdf v|Lli6og jf 
u}/–PlzofnL k|j]z u/]sf] klxnf] /]s8{ O{=;=!^^! Dff aGof] . 
oBlk !&cf}+ / !*cf}+ ztfAbL g]kfnL hgtfsf] nflu zflGtk"0f{ 
o'u lyof]. dNn j+zn] g]kfndf zf;g ub}{ ubf{, pgn] 
h];'O6 / Sofk'lrgx¿nfO{ g]kfndf a:g / s'g} cj/f]w lagf 
pgLx¿sf] wfld{s cEof;x¿ ug{ Gofgf] :jfut u/]sflyP . 
pgn] ltgLx¿nfO{ a:g cg'dlt lbP / æd'Qm ljrf/sf] cfb]z 
(Decree of freedom of Conscience.)Æ gfds cfb]z klg 
hf/L u/]. o; o'uaf6, xfdLn] ljb]zL ldzg/Lx¿sf] syfx¿ 
g]kfndf ;'Gg ;S5f}+, t/ ha /fhf k[YjLgf/fo0f zfxn] 
g]kfnnfO{ PsLs/0f u/L pgLx¿nfO{ b]zaf6 lgjf{;g u/] 
To;a]nfb]lv nueu @)) jif{;Dd ;';dfrf/sf nfuL g]kfndf 
aflx/L d'n"saf6 k|j]; ug{ /f]s nufO{of] . ;fy} g]kfn ;Dk"0f{ 
ljb]zL ko{6sx?sf nfuL klg aGb /Xof] . lnG8]nsf cg';f/, 
k[YjLgf/fog zfxn] lgjf{l;t u/]sf] jif{;Dd sf7df08f}+df 
ldzg nueu %$ jif{;Dd ;lqmo lyof] . O{=;=!&!%–!&^( 

sf aLrdf @( hgf Sofk'lrg kfb/Lx¿n] pkTosf leq / 
aflx/ klg sfd u/]sf lyP . pxfFx?n] ljz]if :jf:y / lzIffsf 
;fy} v|Lli6og lzIff l;sfpgdf klg of]ubfg k'¥ofP . t;y{ 
;';dfrf/ @)) jif{;Dd aGw /xbf g k/d]:j/ df}g  x'g'eof] 
g pxfFsf dflg;x? g}, lt ;dodf k|e' cfkm\gf dflg;x?sf 
nflu tofl/ ub{} x'g'x'GYof], ;fy} ljZjel/sf w]/} dflg;x¿, 
kl/jf/x¿, / ldzg/Lx¿ klg g]kfndf ;'–;dfrf/sf] 
aGb 9f]sf v'nf]; eg]/ ;lqmo ¿kdf k|fy{gf ub}{lyP. w]/} 
ldzg/Lx¿ g]kfnsf] ;Ldfgfx?df ;'–;dfrf/;lxt g]kfn 
k|j]z ug{ tof/L cj:yfdf lyP . ldzg/Lx¿ ;lqmo ¿kdf 
g]kfn / ef/tsf] l;dfgfdf /x]sf] g]kfnL ;d'bfodf ;';dfrf/ 
k|rf/ ul//x]sf lyP. cfzfsf] ls/0f ;lxt pgLx¿ bflh{lnª, 
/S;f}n, gf}tg'jf h:tf 7fpFx¿df g]kfnL dflg;x¿nfO{ 
;';dfrf/sf] nflu k|lzIf0f lbO/x]sf lyP . pgLx¿n] g]kfn 
OefGhlni6Ls Aof08 -NEB_, l/lnlhoG;\ ljof]G8 ldzg/L 
o'lgog -RBMU_ / /S;f}n d]l8sn ld;g -RMM_ :yfkgf 
u/] tfls g]kfndf ;'–;dfrf/ km}nfpg ;lsof];\ . cGtt 
lo ;a} tof/L / k|fy{gfsf] pQ/ pxfFsf] cfˆgf] ;lx ;dodf 
k'/f ug'{eof] . z}tfg k/f:t eof] / ;';dfrf/sf] nflu aGb 
9f]sf klg O{=;=!(%) df v'Nof]. o; jif{ w]/} ldzg/Lx¿ / 
ldzg ;+u7gx¿n] ;';dfrf/;lxt g]kfn k|j]z u/] / pxfFsf] 
/fHonfO{ lj:tf/ ug{ yfn] . k/d]Zj/sf] O{R5f lagf s'g} s'/f 
cyjf zlQm pxfFsf] lj?¢df v8f /xg ;Sb}g .

!(cf}+ – @)cf}+ ztfAbLsf ldzg/Lx¿ / ldzg
To;}n] g]knL d08nL Oltxf;df O{=;=!(%) ljlzi6 jif{ lyof], 
h'g g]kfnL v|Lli6ogn] slxNo} e'Ng] 5}gg\ . of] o'unfO{ g]kfndf 
;';dfrf/n] cfˆgf] ult lnPsf] ;do elg klg lrlgG5 . oxL 
jif{ g]kfndf ljb]zL ldzg/Lx¿ / ;';dfrf/sf] nflu 9f]sf 
vf]lnPsf] lyof]. ljb]zL ldzg/Lx¿sf] ;fy;fy} k/d]Zj/n] 
:yfgLo o'jf v|Lli6og g]kfnLx¿nfO{ klg cfˆgf] /fHo :yfkgf 
ug{ k|of]u ug{‘eof]. w]/} tl/sfdf pgLx?n] g]kfnL dflg;x?nfO{ 
k|e'df a9\g dbt u/] ;fy} ;fdflhs sfo{x? klg u/] . h;n] 
g]kfnL rr{x¿sf] Oltxf;df ;fy} :yfgLo ;d'bfonfO{ ljleGg 
dfWodaf6 of]ubfg k'¥ofPsf 5g\ .

g]kfndf cu|ufdL  
ldzg/Lx¿sf] 
syfx¿

PN8/ pd]z r]Dhf]·
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tL of]ubfg k'of{pg] ;+3–;+yfx?df– o'gfO6]8 ldzg 6' g]kfn 
-UMN_, g]kfn s'i7/f]u 6«:6 -NLT_, o'y km/ qmfOi6 -YFC_, 
SofDk; qm';]8 km/ qmfOi6 -CCFC_, ck/];g df]lanfOh]zg 
-OM_, uf]:kn km/ Plzof -GFA_, OG6/g]zgn gL8 -IN_, 
OG6/g]zgn g]kfn km]nf]lzk -INF_, 6Ld ldzg -TM_ . To:t} 
o; cfw'lgs o'udf klg w]/} ldzg ;+u7gx¿ / ldzg/Lx¿ 
5g\ h;n] :yfgLo rr{x¿ / ;d'bfonfO{ ;du| ¿kdf j[l4 
ug{ of]ubfg lbO/x]sf 5g\ . ltgLx¿ ljleGg tl/sfdf g]kfnL 
rr{x¿sf] d]?b08h:t} 5g\ . oxfF s]xL ldzg ;+u7gx¿ 
/ k7fpg] b]zx¿sf] gfd ;"rLa4 u/]sf] 5 . != lqmlZrog 
l/kmD8{ jN8{ ldzg -CRWM_, USA, blIf0f sf]l/ofnL 
ldzg/Lx¿, ef/tLo ldzg/Lx¿, Unf]an /]hf]g]6 -USA_ cflb .  
t/ ljleGg /fi6«af6 JolQmut ?kdf klg 5g\ h;n] pxfFsf] 
dlxdf nflu of]ubfg lbO/x]sf 5g\ . ltgLx?n] k/d]Zj/sf] 
dxfg cf1fnfO{ kfng ub}{ g]kfnL d08nLx?nfO{ cfTdLs 
?kdf ;zQmf agfpgdf nflu k/]sf5g\ .

g]kfnL d08nLx¿df ldzg/Lx¿sf] b]gM
O{=;=!(%! kl5 h];'O6 ldzg/Lx¿n] lzIff If]qdf klg w]/} 
sfd u/]sf lyP eg]/ /]j= P=O{= uLj?uL;]n] cfˆgf] k':ts 
æPg OG6«f]8Szg 6' rr{ lx:6«L !(($Æ df pNn]v u/]sf 5g\ .

h;/L dfly pNn]v u/]+ cg';f/ w]/} ldzg/Lx¿ / v|Lli6og 
ldzg ;+u7gx¿ g]kfndf k|j]z u/] / pNn]vgLo sfd u/] .  
pgLx?n] g} g]kfnL rr{x¿nfO{ cflTds / zf/Ll/s ¿kdf 
a9\g d2t klg u/] . o;/L cUnf] kxf8x?sf] lardf n's]sf] 
e"lddf w]/} jif{ cuf8L pgLx¿n] 5/]sf] ;';dfrf/sf] aLp ca 
a9\b} uO/x]sf] 5 . o]z" v|Li6sf] ;';dfrf/ Ps :yfgaf6 csf]{ 
:yfgdf, km}lnFb}5 . h'g sfo{ cfh bf];|f] k':tfsf ldzg/Lx¿n]  
cufl8 a9fO/x]sf 5g\.

O{=;=!(%) cl3, ha b]z v|Lli6og ultljlwx¿sf nflu 
k|ltalGwt lyof], ta ldzg/Lx¿ g]kfn / ef/tsf ljleGg 
l;dfgf If]qx¿df ;lqmo ¿kdf sfd ul//x]sf lyP. pgLx¿n] 
klZrddf lkyf}/fu9, 6gsk'/, ?k}l8ofx, / gf}tgjf, dWo 
g]kfndf /S;f}n, hf]uagL / k"j{df bflh{lnª / lznªnfO{ 
s]G›sf] ¿kdf /fv]sf lyP. ldzg/Lx¿ d'Votof cfWoflTds 
/ ;fdflhs sfo{df ;+nUg lyP. cfWoflTds If]qdf, pgLx¿n] 
d'Vo ¿kdf afOan lzIf0f, ;';dfrf/ k|rf/, / k|rf/df 
;+nUg lyP. oBlk, ;fdflhs sfo{df pgLx¿ lzIff, ;fIf/tf, 
cf}iflw, :jf:Yo, k|lzIf0f, OlGhlgol/ª\ / kz'kfngdf ;lqmo 
¿kdf ;+nUg lyP.

:sl6; ldzg/Lx¿sf] s'/f ubf{ xfdL bflh{lnªdf /]j= :6f6{, 
lga]n, / ljlnod Dofskmf/n]gsf] s8f kl/>dnfO{ la;{g 
;Sb}gf}+. !(cf}+ ztfAbLdf pgLx¿ g]kfnL hgtfnfO{ afOan 
l;Sg / k9\g k|lzIf0f lbg] sfo{df ;lqmo ¿kdf ;+nUg lyP . 
pgn] g]kfnLx¿nfO{ c+u|]hL / afOan k|Zgf]Q/ (Catechism) 

dfq geP/ pgLx¿ ;flxTo, gofF s/f/df ;'–;dfrfl/o k':ts 
h:t}M n"sf, k|]l/tsf] k':ts, clg s]xL ehgx¿sf] cg'jfb ug]{ 
sfo{df klg ;lqmP lyP . pgLx¿sf] s8f kl/>d / pT;fxsf 
sf/0f w]/} g]kfnL o'jfx¿n] o]z" v|Li6nfO{ cg';/0f u/] / 
;';dfrf/ k|rf/s, cu'jfx¿ / kf:6/x¿ aGg] k|lzIf0f kfP, 
/ s]xL g]kfnsf nflu ;'–;dfrf/ k|rf/sx? ag] .

o;/L, ldzg/Lx¿sf] ;xof]un] kfb/L u+uf k|;fb k|wfgn] 
O{=;=!(!$ df ;Dk"0f{ g]kfnL afOansf] cg'jfb ug{'eof] .  
g]kfnL hgtfsf nflu cfˆg} efiffdf afOan x'g' 7"nf] cflzifsf] 
s'/f lyof] .

@! zf} ztfAbLdf xfd|f] b]zsf nflu ;kmn 
ldzg sfd
ljz]if u/L o'=Pd=Pg=-UMN_sf] ;xfotfdf ld;g/Ln] g]kfnsf] 
b'u{d :yfgx?df gofF em'08x? :yflkt u/]. lzlIft kf:6/ 
/ d08nL cu'jfx?sf] sdLsf] kZrft gofF v|Lli6ogx?nfO{ 
ldl/s afOan :s'n, bflh{lnË / o'lgog afO{an :s"n 
-U.B.S._ k'g] df k|lzIf0fsf] nflu k7fOof] . ;fy} Pg=l;=Pkm= 
4f/f ;+rflnt cNksflng k|lzIf0f lzlj/x? / ;Dd]ngx?df 
l;Sg] df}sf kfP .

pgLx?n] k/d]Zj/sf] /fHonfO{ lj:tf/ ug{df Wofg s]lGb|t u/] .  
pgLx? lzlIft tyf ljleGg If]qsf ljz]if1x? lyP . To:t} 
pgLx?n] :yfgLo ;/sf/sf] ;xof]udf g]kfnL ;d'bfosf nflu 
:s'n / c:ktfnx? :yfkgf u/] . lt :s"n / c:ktfnx? 
cfh klg g]kfndf cjl:yt 5 . h:t}M xl/of] vs{ c:ktfn 
tfg;]g c:ktfn, kf6g c:ktfn, n'O6]n :s'n uf]/vf, 
u08sL af]l8{ª :s'n kf]v/f, ;]G6 h]leP/ nlntk'/, lnleª 
:6f]g Ps]8]dL, ls8\;\ Nof08 :s"n nlntk'/ cflb . o:tf 
;:yfx?n] ;d'bfox/nfO{ u'0f:t/Lo lzIff k|bfg ug{ / o]z" 
v|Li6sf] k|]d af9\g lgdf{0f u/]sf lyP .

ldzgsf] lj:tf/
cfhsf] o'udf bf];|f] k':tfsf ldzgl/x? ;lqmotfsf;fy 
d08nLsf] lj:tf/ / ;' – ;dfrf/ k|rf/ ug{] sfddf ;+nUg 
5g\ . ;tfj6 / si6sf] ;dodf klg Hofgsf] aflh /flv 
k/d]Zj/sf] sfd u/L g} /x]sf lyP . To;sf] kmn:j?k 
k/d]Zj/nsf]  k|]d jf8\g] / pxfFsf] /fHo :yfkgf ug{] sfd 
cl3 j9fpg] sfd eO{/x]sf] 5 . plgx?sf] sl7g kl/>d / 
dxfg of]ubfgsf] sf/0f xfdL o; ;–;dfrf/sf] nfuL aGb 
ePsf e"dLdf ldzg/Lx?sf] sfdsf] j[l4 / kmnx? x]g{ ;S5f}F .  
Tof] afx]s ldzg/Lx? d08nL :yfkgf , cu'jfkg tflnd, 
;'–;dfrf/ k|rf/ , Pg=lh=cf]= / cfO{=Pg lh=cf]= nfO{ ;xof]u 
/ ;]dLgf/Ldf cfly{s ty ef}lts ?kdf ;lqmotfsf ;fy 
;+nUg 5g\ . pxfFx?sf] ;xof]u / kl/>dnfO{ xfdL g]kfnL 
ljZjf;Lx?n] slxNo} e'Ng ;Sb}gf}F .
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lgisif{M
cGtdf, xfd|f] k/d]Zj/, ;jf]{Rr / /fhfx¿sf] /fhf x'g'x'G5 . 
pxfF of] b]zsf] /fhf / ;[li6stf{ x'g'x'G5 . o;sf/0f, pxfFn] 
cfˆgf] dflg;x¿nfO{ o; aGb b]zdf cfˆgf] ;'–;dfrf/ 
Nofpg k7fpg' eof] . t/ of] b]zdf ;'–;drf/ Nofpg] 
dflg;sf] of]hgf geP/ k/d]Zj/sf] k'j{ of]hgf lyof] . To;}n] 
pxfFsf] s[kfn] ubf{ g]kfnL hgtfn] ;' –;dfrf/ / d'lQm kfpg 
;s]sf 5g\ . of] k/d]Zj/sf] OR5f xf], h'g aGb ul/Psf] 9f]sf 
pxfFsf] dflg;x?sf] nflu vf]lnPsf] 5 . 

k/d]Zj/n] pxfFsf] dflg;?nfO{ dfq 9f]sf vf]Ng] sfd geP/ 
;a} g]kfnL hgtfsf] nfuL pxfFsf] ;'–;dfrf/sf]] 9f]sf 
vf]Ng'x'G5 . o2lk g]kfnn] ldzg/Lx?4f/f ax'd"No pkxf/M 
dlQmsf] ;'–;dfrf/ k|fKt u/]sf] 5 . lqPs k/d]/Zj/sf] 
cg'u|xn] ubf{ cfh g]kfn ;+;f/s} ;a}eGbf l56f] O;fO{ wd{sf] 
a[l4 ePsf] b]z elg lrlgPsf]5 . 

k/d]Zj/n] cfh klg pxfFsf r'lgPsf] dflg;af6 pxfFsf] s/f/ 
k'/f ub}{ x'g'x'G5 . pxfF cfˆgf] r'lgPsf] dflg; tyf ca|fxd;+u 
afWg'ePsf] s/f/ slxNo} e'Ng'x'Gg . d08nLsf] O{tLxf; / 
j[l¢n] b]vfpFb5 sL pxfFn] cem} pxfFsf] s/f/ ljz]ifu/L 
ljleGg b]zx?af6 cfP/ pxfFn] rGg'ePsf ld;g/Lx?¢f/f 
k'/f ug'{x'G5 . pxfFx? g]kfnsf] lgDtL k/d]Zj/n] lbg'ePsf] 
cflzifsf] >f]t x'g\ / h–h;n] k/d]Zj/sf] cf1f kfng u5{g\ 
ltgLx? klg cflzifsf] >f]t aGg ;S5g\ . d of] r'gf}tL /fVg 
rfxfG5' ls g]kfnL d08nLx?n] klg cflzifsf] >f]t x'gsf] 
nfuL k/d]Zj/sf] dxfg cf1f dtL @*M!(–@) nfO{ kfng ub{} 
;+;f/ e/L ;'–;dfrf/ lnP/ lg:sg'k5{ .
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GLIMPSES
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GRADUATES 

1st Batch: Left to Right: Mr. Chetan, Mrs. Anju Karmacharya, Mr. Prabin Karmacharya, Mr. Dharma K.C., 
 Mr. Dil Thapa, Mr. Babu Ram Himal, Mr. Bal Tamang, Mr. Hem Jarga, Mr. Milan Subba, Mr. Meg Gurung

2nd Batch:  Left to Right: Mr. Manga Lama, Mr. Amos Gurung, Mr. Rajesh Panta, Mr. Khem Shahu,  
Mr. Rewat Ram Burawal, Mr. Maan Tamang, Mr. Mangal Shrestha, Mr. Sandesh Dahal, Mr. Tek Buramu,  

Mr. Kamlesh Khadka, Mr. Arjun Sunuwar, Mr. Narbu Sherpa, Mr. Bala Ram Sunuwar
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4th Batch: Left to Right: Mr. Suraj Muktan, Mr. Prakash Rijal, Mr. Lakim Rai,  
Miss. Esther Rai, Miss. Nisha Tamang

3rd Batch: Left to Right: Mr. Ding Paite, Mr. John Maharjan, Mr. Dinesh Jarga, Mr.Thoma Pun,  
Mr. Ganesh Kumal, Miss. Sabina Thapa, Miss. Ruth Magar, Mr. Setu Gurung, Mr. Santosh Khatiwada,  

Mr. Shankar Khadka, Mr. Rajendra Pariyar, Mr. Resham Shahu.
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6th Batch: Left to Right: Mr. Kshetra Shahud, Mr. Khil Rana Magar, Mr. Mohamad Amjad,  
Mr. Bhup Sahu, Mr. Binod Giri, Mr. Khem Lama, Mr. Dipendra Chaudhari, Mr. Bishal Kumal,  

Mr. Prakash Sunuwar, Mr. Rakesh Magar, Miss. Karuna Khadka, Miss. Pushpa Tamang,  
Miss. Rojina Thapa, Mrs. Maiya Nepal, Mrs. Deepti Chemjong.

5th Batch: Left to Right: Mr. Sanjay Maharjan, Mr. Bibek Rai, Mr. SohilalGante, Miss. Sapna Rai, 
 Miss. Babita Rana Magar, Miss. Naina Kala Rai, Miss. Min Kumari Gurung, Miss. Shobha Sunuwar
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7th Batch:  Left to Right: Mr. Lokendra Dangi, Mr. Badri Rana, Mr. Jiwan Gurung, Mr. Dilli Bahadur Bhandari,  
Mr. UpendraSayaju, Mr. Yam Pradhan, Mr. Milan Magar, Mr. Ganesh Maan Shrestha, Mr. Basu Bagdas  

Miss. Sarju Kumal, Miss. Rebecca Rai, Mr. Rajendra Niraula, Mr. Anil K.C.

8th Batch: Left to Right: Miss. Anjana Sunar, Miss. Kamala Magar, Mr. Basanta Rai,  
Mr. Dinesh Kandangwa, Mr. Ishwor Sunuwar, Miss. Rita Paudel, Mr. Kumar Khati
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9th Batch: Suresh Tamrakar, Shanti Shrestha, Mili Maharjan, Rupak Tamang, Jisong Sunuwar,  
Anita Sharma, Ashish Mishra, Himal GC

10th Batch: Akash Magar, Simon Shrestha, Suresh Magar, Rajkumar Sunuwar, Sajesh Maharjan, 
Yakub Tamang, Dilip Tamang, Barat Pandey, James Lepcha, Junu Gharti Magar, Shova Khanal, Prajila Rai
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11th Batch: Ganga Rai, Ruth Mukhiya, Sofia Sunuwar, Maya Shrestha, Goma Thapa Magar, Sarita Karki,  
Gyatri Gurung, Prem Tamang, Tek Bahadur Praza, Bishwo Lama, Ranjit Magar, Mahendra Mal,  

Nigam Sundas, Mahatma Tharu, Rubin Shrestha, Binod Rokaya Magar, Pasang Sherpa,  
Pravin Sundas, Hannah Dutraj, Dhanraj Kumal, Aakriti Chaudhary, Mankaji Rai

12th Batch: Laxmi Devi Rai, Pramila Subedi, Rojina Magar, Bina Kumal, Peter Sunuwar,  
Youal Sanumaya Tamang, Yam Maya Thapa Magar, Keshar Sunuwar.
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13th Batch:  Mahesh Tamrakar, Dibraj Rai, Yakub Tamang, Arjun Shrestha, Rajendra Mharjan, Anil Tamang,  
Surdarsan Shrestha, Indira Thapa, Nayan Kumari Rai, Harimaya Nagarkoti, Pushpa Tamang, Ashish Dahal  

Binod Rai

Ganga

Rupa Thapa Magar

Chandra Tamang

Kalpana

Sovit Sherpa

Daniel Tamang

Manoj

Subash Tamang

Dhoni

Merry Yonzon

Subin Rana Magar

Diksha Tamang

Prem Shrestha

14th Batch 
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15th Batch: Abishek, Alisha, Anita, Champi, Ester, Harilal, Joshep, Kalpana, Manisha, Manoj, Prabina, susan

16th Batch: Mukesh Magar, Santosh Shrestha, Aashish Tamang, Bishnu (Surya) Rana Magar, Meghraj 
Rai, Subin Subba, Nijok Tamang, Sunita jimba, Samuel Subba, Bhuwan Khati, Bijay Basel, Ram kishan 

Chaudhary, Aashish Chasudhary



70 Restorers Magazine Vol. VIII

Congratulatory Message
On the Occasion of the 

Silver Jubilee Celebration Reformed 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary

“God’s Faithfulness Over the Years”
It brings me immense joy to hear that the Reformed 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary is celebrating its 
Silver Jubilee — a remarkable milestone that stands 
as a testament to God’s unwavering faithfulness and 
abundant grace over the years.

I fondly recall Pastor Phalgune Sunuwar, the co-
founder of the seminary, who graciously invited me 
to take a few sessions at what was then known as 
the Evangelical Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 
From its very inception, I have had the privilege of 
walking closely with EPTS/RPTS and witnessing 
its transformative journey. I still cherish those early 
days of teaching and engaging with the passionate 
students.

In 2005, Pastor Arbin Pokharel, then Principal of the 
seminary, invited me to join the Board of Trustees. 
It was a great honor to serve in that capacity, and I 
was also blessed with the opportunity to teach at the 
seminary for nearly three years—a truly enriching 

experience that deepened my commitment to 
theological education and leadership development.

On this joyous occasion, I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to the entire seminary family—Board 
members, faculty, staff, students, and alumni—
for your unwavering dedication and significant 
contribution in shaping future leaders for the rapidly 
growing churches of Nepal and beyond.

May the Almighty Lord continue to pour out His 
heavenly blessings upon you all. May He grant you 
renewed strength, wisdom, and courage to carry 
forward this noble mission with even greater zeal and 
impact.

With warmest regards and prayers,

In His Vineyard,
Dr. Shashi Kumar Bhattarai
Chairman, Board of Trustees
Nepal Campus Crusade for Christ
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Greetings from 
WALES, UK

Dr. Mike Viccary 
and Hellen Viccary

What a wonderful privilege it was to come out 
to Nepal and teach at Reformed Presbyterian 
Seminary Kathmandu earlier this year (March 
2025). My wife (Helen) and I spent just over two 
glorious weeks amongst the company of believers 
in and around the Seminary. It was quite a task 
teaching the whole book of Isaiah in ten sessions 
but the students were keen, responsive, and 
graciously kind too. The presence of God was most 
surely in our classroom as we studied together 
and also as we worshipped the Lord during chapel 
time. It may have been the intention for me to 
come and teach, but in truth I received far more 
from the Lord through the students and faculty at 
RPS than I think I gave. I have confidence in the 
Lord Jesus that He will use these young people in 
the furtherance of the gospel and to His glory as 
they go forth throughout Nepal. 

I have made some wonderful friends from our visit 
whose lives showed forth the grace and goodness 
of the Lord Jesus. Although Nepali culture is so 
different to ours in the UK, what shone through 
time and again was the same love for Christ and 
the same aim to glorify the living God. I count it all 
joy to have been a very small part of this year's 

programme, and my prayer is that the students 
and faculty would deepen in their knowledge of 
God. Paul teaches us that whoever desires to live 
a godly life in union with Christ Jesus “will suffer 
persecution” (2Timothy 3:12), so the days ahead 
may be difficult, but the apostle then goes on to 
say that we “must continue” in those things we 
have learned from the “Holy Scriptures” which 
are able to bring us wisdom, for these alone are 
given of inspiration of the Spirit of God so that we 
may be equipped for every good work (2Timothy 
3:14-17). The Lord is worthy of all! May the Lord 
impress upon the students and other believers to 
persevere and to deepen their faith in Christ.

My special thanks go to Principal Amit Karthak for 
his great kindness in looking after us so well during 
our stay, to Mark Klompien for his invaluable help 
and fellowship especially on our trip to Jiri, to Arjun 
Shrestha who was a blessing on our trip to Jiri and 
also on a memorable visit to Bhaktapur, and to all 
the faculty members with whom we had fellowship 
with over lunch and at other times. 

Much love in Christ,

Dr. Mike Viccary and Hellen Viccar
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There is a great need for Education in Nepal as 
churches are growing and opportunities to educate 
believers and promote their growth in faith are 
increasing. Furthermore, there is also a great need for 
the Christian educators in Nepal who are working in 
educational organizations to be trained and equipped 
for the fruitful ministry. However, there are not enough 
formal and qualified programs for these needs and 
opportunities. Having seen the need, and obtained 
guidance of God, Reformed and Presbyterian 
Seminary has launched a Bachelor in Christian 
Education Program since spring 2014 even though 
RPS was founded in 2000 A.D. This program is to 
train and equip the potential leaders, especially for the 
needs of Christian education in Nepal. The program is 
a fully qualified for a B.Th degree, therefore, graduates 
may be ordinated as a pastor. The graduates of this 
program are equipped for all kinds of ministry in the 
church or in any Christian organization. However, 
because they are specially trained for Christian 
education, they are most effective for educational 
ministry in a church, Christian organizations, and a 
day school.

It is expected that students will make a breakthrough 
in Christian education in Nepal. Christian communities 
will be blessed through their contribution, and its 
impact will bring continuous transformation. 

From 2014 Rev. Jun has been leading the Christian 
Education Department with great enthusiasm. 
His servanthood leadership inspires many faculty 
members who are still making contributions to the 
seminary. During his Sabbatical leave, Mrs. Sabina 

Thapa is leading the department throughout 2025. 
She is an alumnus of RPS. She joined RPS as a 
part-time faculty member since 2012 and continue 
her journey as full-time teaching faculty from 2024. 
There are highly qualified faculty members in the 
department who have much teaching experience in 
this field. There are 35 graduates, 6 who will graduate 
and 12 enrolled students in this program. We are 
proud of our alumni whose involvement in various 
capacities, including church ministry, leading Christian 
originations or teaching in day schools, exemplifies 
the strength of our department. 

The 25th anniversary of RPS not only celebrates our 
past but also inspires our future. We look forward 
to continuing our mission of spiritual leadership and 
academic excellence, cultivating a new generation of 
leaders equipped to impact the nation.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the dedicated 
staff and faculty who have nurtured and guided 
hundreds of students over the years. Their unwavering 
commitment to excellence in teaching has shaped the 
foundation of our seminary and inspired generations 
to pursue their calling.

We congratulate RPS and continue to pray that 
the seminary may make a profound impact on the 
community by providing spiritual leadership, engaging 
in outreach programs, and fostering a culture of 
service. May the graduates lead churches, participate 
in missions, and contribute to societal change, 
demonstrating a commitment to Biblical principles 
beyond the walls of the seminary.

Mrs Sabina Thapa

The Beginning of 
Christian Education 
Department 
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bz{g b]Vof}F cfkm}
l;sfpg O{Zj/zf:q / jrg
clg v|Li6sf] ;';dfrf/ k|rf/ ug{
v8f ug{ k/d]Zj/sf v]tfnfx?

;lhnf] cjZo lyPg
jrgsf] ;xL cy{nfO{ :yflkt ug{
lg/Gt/ nugzLntf k|fy{gfn]
oxfF;Dd 8f]¥ofof] jrgsf] aLp 5g{

kf/ ub}{ cK7\of/f v'8\lsnfx?
ljho WjgLsf] lju'n km'Sb}
/fi6«nfO{ ;';dfrf/n] ;';lHht ug{
cgj/t nflu/x\of} km'6fpFb} r'gf}ltsf kxf8x?

cefj ;+s6x?df klg pleof}F
b]v]sf] bz{gdf l:y/ eO{/x\of}F
cfzf 5 cla/n alu/xg] gbL em}F
k/d]Zj/sf] O{R5fnfO{ k'/f ug]{5f}F

g]kfnL df6f]df jrgsf] Hof]lt 5l/Psf] 5
;ft k|b]z clg ;txQ/ lhNnfx?df g}
k/d]Zj/sf] jrgsf] lzIffnfO{
cgj/t ?kdf l;sfpg] sfo{ hf/L 5

cl3 a9, b]lvPsf bz{gx?df
k'/f ug'{ 5 v|Li6sf] dxfg\ cf1fnfO{
kmf]/]/ jfwf / cj/f]wsf hGhfnx?
uf8\g' 5 v|Li6 o]z'sf] S|m';sf] em08fnfO{

lg/Gt/ cfTdfsf] cu'jfO{ / cleif]sdf
tof/ kfb}{ v|Li6 o]z'sf ;]gfgLx?
hf/L /xG5, b'i6;Fusf] d'sfljnfdf
hfuf /xFb} cufl8 a9\5g\ v|Li6sf ;]jsx?

k/LIff, ;tfj6 clg la/f]wdf klg
cl3 nlDs/xof}F cfkm\gf] nIo / uGtJodf
;d]6]/ g]kfnL efifL v|Lli6ofgx?sf dfemdf klg
bf}l8/x\of} Psf]xf]/f] k/d]Zj/n] lbPsf] ljhoL kydf

;kmntf ldln/xf];\ eGg] O{R5f / rfxgfdf
lg/Gt/ k|fy{gf / xhf/fF} z'e]R5f 5
kmnf]; km'nf]; jrgsf] Hof]lt cf/= lk= P;df
@% cf}F jif{ufF7sf] x[boel/sf] awfO{ / d'/Ld'/L z'esfdgf .

@% cf}“ jif{uf“7sf] 
x[boel/sf] 

d'/L d'/L z'esfdgf

/]e= ;+ud s]=;L=
cfzf k|]l:j6]l/og rr{ du/ ufpF, 

nlntk'/
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d}of“ g]kfn

cf/=kL=P;= 
k':tsfno

;j{k|yd d k/d]Zj/nfO{ wGojfb r9fpF5' lsgls pxfFn] 
dnfO{ o; cf/=kL=P;= k':tsfnodf sfd ug]{ df}sf lbg'eof] .  
d @)!* df oxfF sfd ug]{ dg;fo lnP/ cfPsf] lyPF, t/ 
k':tsfnosf] sfdsf] d];f] dnfO{ s]xL yfxf lyPg . ha d}n] 
k':tsfnosf] sfdsf] af/]df hfGb}uPF, d]/f] 6fpsf] emg\ emg\ 
ef/L x'Fb}uof] . d}n] 7fg]F, d Ps–b'O{ dlxgfeGbf a9L oxfF l6Sg 
;lSbgF . k':tsfnosf] sfd a'‰g dnfO{ Psbd} uf/f] eof] .  
;fob o:tf] s'/f ;'Gbf tkfO{+x¿nfO{ crDd nfUg ;S5 . 
k':tsfnosf] sfdsf] af/]df w]/}nfO{ yfx x'Fb}g . To;}n] æToxfF 
s]rflxF To:tf] 7'nf] sfd ug{'k5{ / < ToxL lstfa ldnfpg' t 
xf] lgÆ eg]/ dflg;x¿ ;f]Rg] u5{g\ . xf], ToxfF lstfa ldnfpg' 
g} xf] t/ hxfF kfof] ToxLF ldnfP/ gx'g] /x]5 . k|To]s lstfasf] 
cfˆg} pleg] 7fpF x'G5 . ToxfF sfd ug]{n] k|To]s lstfasf] 7fpF 
lrGg'k5{ . k':tsfnodf sfd ug]{ dflg;n] k|To]s lstfanfO{ 
To;sf] ;xL 7]ufgfdf /fVg hfGg'k5{ . k|To]s lstfasf] cfˆg} 
7]ufgf x'G5 . rflxPsf] ;dodf Tof] 7]ufgf kQf nufP/ 
Tof] lstfa e]§fpg ;Sg' g} Pp6f nfOa|]l/ogsf] v'jL xf] . 
nfOa|]l/og;Fu lstfasf] 7]ufgf s;/L kQf nufpg] eGg] 1fg 
x'g' cToGt cfjZos x'G5 . clxn];Dd k/d]Zj/sf] cg'u|x / 
;Dk"0f{  sd{rf/Lx¿sf] ;xof]un] ubf{ cf/=kL=P;= k':tsfno 
/fd|f];Fu rln/fv]sf] 5 .

Psbd} yf]/} k':tsx¿sf] ;+sngaf6 ;'? ePsf] cf/=kL=P;= 
k':tsfnodf xfn cfP/ sl/a t]x| xhf/ ;ft ;o k':tsx¿ 
5g\ . o; k':tsfnosf] d'Vo p2]Zo o; sn]hdf cfPsf 
ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ pRr :t/sf] 1fg k|flKtsf nflu ;]jf k|bfg 

ug'{ xf] . k':tsx¿sf] ;+Vof rfxgf u/] cg'?k geP klg 
o; k':tsfnoaf6 sf7df8f}+sf cGo afOan sn]hsf 
ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ klg ;xof]u ldn]sf] 5 .

cf/=kL=P;= af6 lblIft ePsf e"tk"j{ ljBfyL{x¿sf ;fy} cGo 
afOan sn]hsf ljBfyL{x¿sf] nflu klg of] k':tsfno v'nf 
/flvPsf] 5 . :gfts tyf :gftsf]Q/ txsf ljBfyL{x¿ o; 
k':tsfnodf cfpg a9L dg k/fpF5g\, lsgeg] of] sf7df8f}+sf 
;]ldgf/Lx¿df ePsf k':tsfnox¿dWo] ;a}eGbf 7'nf] / 
pTs[i6 k':tsfno xf] . of] k':tsfnon] :yfgLo kf:6/ tyf 
cu'jfx¿nfO{ klg ;]jf pknAw u/fpg] u/]sf] 5 . ;g\ @)!* 
b]lv of] k':tsfno cf]=lk=l; æcgnfOg klAns Sof6nuÆ 
cyf{t\ sDKo'6/sf] dfWodaf6 rln/x]sf] 5 . of] dfWodaf6 
k':tsfnosf] ;b'kof]u ug{ Psbd} ;lhnf] x'G5 . cfk'mnfO{ 
rflxPsf] lstfa l56f] e]§fpg ;lsG5 .

;g\ @)!( b]lv cf/=kL=P;= n] Pd= l8e= sIffx¿ ;'? u¥of] . 
To;sf] lglDt u'0f:t/Lo k':tsx¿sf] ;+Vof a9fpg' cfjZos 
lyof] . ToxL p2]ZonfO{ k"/f ug{ b'O{ jif{leq nueu b'O{ xhf/ 
lstfax¿ o; k':tsfnodf yKg] sfd ul/of] . xfn;Dd 
nueu ltg xhf/ ;ft;o lstfax¿ o;df ylkPsf 5g\ . 
tLdWo] s]xL lstfax¿ pkxf/:j?k k|fKt ePsf x'g\ . c¿ 
rflxF vl/b ul/Psf x'g\ . u'0f:t/Lo lzIff k|bfgsf nflu 
cem w]/} lstfax¿sf] cfjZostf 5 . of] sfd k"/f ug{ cem 
s]xL ;do nfUg] b]lvG5 . o; sfo{df ;xof]u ug{ rfxg'x'g] 
dxfg'efjx¿nfO{ ;b}j :jfut 5 .
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Dear Esteemed Leaders and Members 
of Refer Presbyterian Seminary,

On behalf of EPCON, we congratulate RPS on your 
25th Anniversary Silver Jubilee. 

 
This milestone testifies to your commitment to theological education and service to the Church.

RPS has equipped individuals for ministry, shaping impactful leaders and scholars. 
We commend you for your pursuit of truth and fostering spiritual growth.

As you celebrate, we pray for continued blessings, wisdom, and vision. 
May your future be filled with even greater achievements.

We rejoice with you and offer our prayers for your continued success.

xflb{s awfO{ tyf z'esfdgf
k/d]Zj/sf] v]tsf v]tfnfx¿ tof/ ug]{ sfddf afOan :s'n, sn]h tyf ;]ldgf/Lx¿sf] e"ldsf ;lbof}+b]lv cToGt 
dxTjk"0f{ /xFb}cfPsf] 5 . g]kfn h:tf] k/d]Zj/sf] jrgaf6 l;Flrt x'g gkfPsf] d'n'ssf] lglDt t afOan cWoog 
u/fpg] ;+:yfx¿sf] cfjZostf emg} 68\sf/f] 5 . o;} cfjZostfnfO{ dWogh/ u/L k/d]Zj/sf ;]jsx¿n] 
g]kfndf ljleGg k|sf/sf afOan tflnd s]Gb| tyf afOan sn]hx¿ :yfkgf u/L k/d]Zj/sf sfdbf/x¿ tof/ 
ug]{ sfd ul//xg'ePsf] 5 . ;g\ @))) df :yfkgf ePsf] Evangelical Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
-xfn Reformed and Presbyterian Seminary, cf/=kL=P;= gfdaf6 kl/lrt_ tLdWo] Pp6f xf] . o; cf/=kL=P;= 
;]ldgf/Ln] ljut klRr; jif{b]lv cgj/t ;]jf u/L v|Li6sf ;of}+ ;]js;]ljsfx¿ tof/ ul/;s]sf] ;j{ljlbt} 5 . 
xfn tL ;]js;]ljsfx¿ cfˆgf] sfo{–If]qdf /xL k/d]Zj/sf] lglDt cflTds kmn kmnfpg] sfddf Jo:t x'g'x'G5 . 
k/d]Zj/sf] cg'u|xdf g} cf/=kL=P;=n] cfˆgf] sfo{df ;kmntf kfPsf] s'/fnfO{ :jLsf/ ub}{ pxfFk|lt s[t1tf k|s6 
ug{ klRr;f}+ jflif{s pT;j dgfpg nflu/xg'ePsf o; ;+:yfsf sfo{;ldlt ;b:o, sd{rf/L, lzIfs–lzlIfsf;lxt 
jt{dfg tyf e"tk"j{ ljBfyL{x¿ ;a}k|lt d / d]/f] ;+:yf :s[Kr/ o"lgog g]kfn (Scripture Union Nepal) sf] tkm{af6 
xflb{s awfO{ tyf z'esfdgf JoQm ug{ rfxG5', ;fy} pxfFx¿sf] pQ/f]Q/ k|ultsf] lglDt k/d]Zj/;Fu k|fy{gf ub{5' . 
k/d]Zj/n] cf/=kL=P;= ;Fu ;DalGwt ;Dk"0f{ dxfg'efjx¿nfO{ k|z:t cflzif\ lbg'ePsf] xf];\ . wGojfb .

v|Li6sf] ;]jfdf,
w|'j g]kfn

/fli6«o lgb]{zs
:s[Kr/ o"lgog g]kfn
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"On this special occasion, we extend our warmest congratulations to the
Reformed & Presbyterian Seminary on the 25th anniversary of your founding and

to the graduating class of 2025. Your commitment to theological education and
services in Nepal for the past two and a half decades has touched countless lives,

and we celebrate the graduates' achievements and the seminary's enduring
legacy."

Rev. Falgun Sunuwar 
& Nepali Speaking Community Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan

Living Stone College
We wish RPS all heavenly success, wisdom

and anointing ahead as it keeps on moving,
preparing and equipping kingdom people

for the extension of God's kingdom.

Restorers of God's creation

"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge ".Proverbs1:7
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With Best Complements from
Higher Ground

For celebrating 25 years of faithful ministry of
training leaders for Christ church in Nepal. 

Mrs. Bimala Pokharel
Chairman, Higher Ground Nepal 

and the best Compliments from...



Our Vision: 
“We see NEPALI COMMUNITIES 

flourishing in the FRUITS OF THE GOSPEL 
through the labor of DISCIPLES YOKED 

TO CHRIST.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT

REFORMED & PRESBYTERIAN SEMINARY
Lalitpur Metropolitan City, Ward No. 25
Phulbari Chowk, Bhaisepati
Phone: 977-1-5592987 | Fax: 977-1-559298 
Postal: GPO 8975, EPC 1923 Kathmandu, Nepal
Email: rpseminary@gmail.com 
Web: www.rpsnepal.com


