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Gosford 1971 
In 1971, Gosford was rapidly growing. The motorway between Berowra to Mt White had 
been completed, though with a toll. The new bridge over the Hawkesbury River was well 
under construction. Some Sydney radio stations were saturated with ads for land sales 
in the ‘lovely Brisbane Waters estate’ and other regions. But there were few 

opportunities for art. 

Gosford Technical College (now TAFE) which, when it opened in 1953, offered courses 
in carpentry, joinery, automotive mechanics, women’s handicrafts courses which 
consisted of day and evening classes in the dressmaking, millinery stage 1.  

In 1954 subjects taught were art (children 10 to 15 years on Saturday mornings), 
automotive mechanics, fitting and machining, car owners' maintenance, carpentry and 
joinery, homecraft woodwork, shorthand and typing. In the women's handicraft sections 
there are classes in dressmaking, millinery, French flower making, women's tailoring, 
glove making and whitework embroidery. 

The Kincumber School of Arts was built in 1915 but was not used as a venue for art 
until 1978. 

There was definitely a demand for an Art Society. 

 

1971 
Margaret Hardy summarized the first year: 

The need to meet, enjoy, learn and train with other artists was the reason Bill 
Ryan who moved from Sydney to Bensville in March 1971 started the Central 
Coast Art Society.  It is also the reason the Art Society has continued 
successfully for so many years.  Bill had made friends with Howard Lesley and 
decided to send a letter to the ’Gosford Star’ enquiring if there were any artists 
interested in forming an art society which was printed on 5th July 1971.  Among 
those who answered were Tom and Sue Knight, Joy Harvey, Max and Corinne 
Van Leeuwen, Hans and Ursula Giese, Jean Isherwood, Alice Strutt, Marijke 
Duell, Julie Ferguson (later Duell), Henry Heyderman, Mrs. Jamieson, N. 
Kaminski, N. Stokes, E. Forbes, Di Medbury, A. Gleeson, H. Seton-Wilkinson.  

A meeting held at Tom Knight’s Green Point home on 30th July 1971 with Max 
Van Leeuwen, Tom Knight, Joy Harvey, Bill Ryan and Howard Lesley present.   

It was at this meeting it was agreed that a society be formed and empowered to 
make certain arrangements for its formation. 
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Bill Ryan chaired the meeting and a Steering Committee was set up with Bill as 
Chairman, Sue Knight, Secretary, Tom Knight, Publicity.  It was agreed ‘that the 

society was to focus on its interests mainly on painting with subsidiary interests in 
other fields, lapidary, sculpture, pottery, etc. A membership fee of $2 was set.  

On Sunday 21st November, Sir Russell Drysdale (1912-1981) agreed to be Patron. 

In December the aims of the society were set:  

to provide, encourage and promote art on the Central Coast and eventually 
provide a central studio where members can meet, work and exhibit.  From time 
to time the society will endeavour to hire lecturers and arrange exhibitions in 
other parts of NSW so that the Central Coast artists’ works can be made known 

to the wider public. 

Barry Cohen MHR agreed to enquire about government grants as did Keith O’Connell 

MLA. 

The cost of printing the Articles of Memorandum and solicitors search fees was about 
$100. 

Mrs. Jamieson, a well-known teacher at Umina, volunteered to donate the cost of 
printing notices to be distributed at art meetings and members were asked to submit at 
least one design for the Society’s Common Seal.  It was then proposed that each 

member try to raise $20 by the time of the next meeting and proposals made on how to 
raise funds. It was decided to have an annual ball; a Cheese and Wine party; cake stall 
in a local shopping centre and a Jewellery Party. 

Mr. Leslie was given the job of trying to find suitable premises for the Society with the 
rent being derived from these suggested activities. 

It was agreed that Earl Marchant was to become a member and he was elected 
unanimously. 

Carol Strutt designed the Society’s logo.     
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1972 

 

 

      
                                                                                                                                                  Tom Knight 
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The first Annual General Meeting was held on 27th April. 

The first committee comprised 

President Earl Marchant 
Vice President Bill Ryan 
Secretary Joy Harvey 
Treasurer Max Van Leeuwen 
Publicity Officer Isabel Ryan, Henry Heydeman 
Membership Secretary Esme Forbes 
Committee Marijke Duell, Tom and Sue Knight, Corrinne Van 

Leeuwen, Carol Strutt 
 

The first Council Meeting was held on 11 May 1972 at Gosford Leagues Club. 

The following members took on positions of responsibilty 

Public Officer Henry Heydeman 
Convenor of Hanging Sub-committee Corrinne Van Leeuwen 
Convenor of Social Sub-committee Carol Strutt 
Selections of paintings Sub-committee Corrinne Van Leeuwen, Tom Knight, 

Henry Heydeman 
Convenor of Fundraising Sub-committee Bill Ryan 

 

The Meeting agreed to open membership for associate and social members. 

The Secretary was instructed to send letters to all estate agents regarding premises for 
workshops. 

The 1st General Meeting was held at the CWA Rooms Gosford (formerly on the corner 
of Donnison Street and Henry Parry Drive) on July 20th 1972 at 8pm with Earl Marchant 
in the Chair.  34 members were present.  It was reported that permission had been 
obtained to establish Bulletin Boards at the Gosford Library, Mr Heydeman’s Pharmacy 

at Umina, Ettalong, Gosford Gallery, P.O’s at Berekley Vale, the Entrance, a shop at 
Woy Woy, Mrs Peterson’s Craft Shop at Patonga, shop at Terrigal oened by Miss 

Gossip. 

Stewards to keep the boards up todate were; Mr H. Heydeman, Mr Van Leuwen, Mrs 
Harrison, Mrs Strutt, Mrs Peterson and Mrs Harvey. 
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Mr Marchant notified members of the following events: August 12/13 Exhibition to be 
held at Kincumber Hall; Artist Ball held September 1972; Marine Luncheon held at Mrs 
Duell’s home at McMasters Beach.” 1 

The fee to hire Gosford C.W.A. Hall for general meetings was $4 per meeting. 

A letter was written requesting the Council’s Town Clerk to nominate crown land 

available for a workshop. 

In June the Society affiliated with the Gosford branch of The Arts Council for a fee of 
$10.  Australia Council for the Arts was formed in 1967 as a body for the public funding 
of the arts and was given statutory authority in March 1975 by the Australia Council Act. 

Weekend workshops 

Weekend workshops were held throughout the year.  Various tutors were engaged, 
including Phyllis Bennett (beginners’ class) and Jean Isherwood (under the auspices of 
the Arts Council) who conducted a weekend class at St Edwards College in East 
Gosford. 

Phyllis Albina Bennett was a teacher and arts advocate. She was an Arts Council tutor, 
held classes on English Literature and the creative arts at community college, and 
served for 17 years on the committee working for the Gosford City Art Centre to be 
established at Caroline Bay. She was instrumental in forming the Central Coast Arts 
Council, and founded the Gosford Players in 1970. In 1978 Phyllis was made a Member 
of the British Empire, in recognition of her services to the arts. 

Jean de Courtenay Isherwood OAM, FRAS, AWI, (1911–2006), was an Australian 
watercolour and oil painter, and teacher.  From 1961 to 1974, Isherwood taught at the 
National Art School. Her work is represented in the National Gallery of Australia, 
Canberra; the Art Gallery of NSW; the Howard Hinton Collection, Armidale Regional 
Gallery; the Tamworth Art Gallery, the National Portrait Gallery, Canberra and many 
other regional galleries and private collections. 

Festival of the Waters 

A poster competition was held to advertise the Festival of the Waters which was run by 
the Gosford Shire Council.  The competition was won by CCAS member Bill Knight and 
screen printed by Earl Marchant, also a CCAS member. 

 

  

 
1 Margaret Hardy 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Gallery_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_Gallery_of_NSW
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First CCAS Exhibition 

The 1st exhibition was held on 26 and 27 August 1972 at the Kincumber School of Arts.  
CCAS charged Members an entry fee of $0.50 as well as a 20% commission.  The cost 
of hiring the Hall for the Exhibition was $20.  Grawell Motors agreed to be the receiving 
depot for paintings before the exhibition. 

Exhibitors: D. Mors-Medbury, M. Naylor, 
M.L. Marshall, H. Dickerson, J.G. Harvey, 
J.E. McCarthy, Lady Nesbitt-Hawes, C.M. 
Gage, D. Tahey, Ruth Kemp, Mrs. E. 
McDonald, A. J. Harrison, A. Jenkinson, 
C. Van Leeuwen Van Donselaer, M. Van 
Leeuwen (Marinus), E. Forbes, J.P. 
Taylor, W. Ryan (Bill), Marijke Duell, 
Vivian Wilson, Mrs. M. Walker, Mrs. V. 
Duncan, Nell Stokes, Henry Heydeman, 
Bern Tucker, Suzanne Tucker, Carole 
Strutt, Fay Capewell, M. Coeke, P.S. 
Mahony, P. Dunkley, Eileen Ridley, D.P. 
Scrivener, R.J. Leane, M.A. Minns, Tom 

Knight, Gwen Hannaford, B. Pike, H. Harvey, Howard Leslie, D. Humphries, Joan Cook. 

 

 

 

The Member for Gosford Mr. Keith O’Connell opened the exhibition.  Wine and cheese 

were served.  700 attended the exhibition. 



8 
 

Masked Ball 

A Masked Ball was held on from 27 October 1972, 8 pm to 2 am, at the Central Coast 
Leagues Club.  Tickets could be obtained from Charles Furnishings (Gosford), Joan 
Matthew’s Art Gallery and Craft Centre (North Gosford), Little’s Menswear (Gosford), 

the Central Coast Fish Market, and Frazer’s Fish Market (Umina).  Tickets cost $4 a 

single and $7.50 a double.  The Ball was advertised in the local newspaper, as well as 
on the Gosford Library Bulletin Board, Henry Heydeman’s pharmacy, Berkely Vale Post 

Office, Frazerless Butchery Terrigal, art shops at Patonga and Toukley. 

 

Included on the guest list was CCAS patron Sir Russell Drysdale (1912-1981). 

 
Ken Johnson (left) and Sir Russell 
Drysdale (right) at the first 
Gosford Art Prize. The exhibition 
was held at the Sterland store. 
(Central Coast Express 13 April 1970 p.1 
Photo Kelvin Masters) 
 

In his final years, Sir Russell 
Drysdale moved to the Central 
Coast and was an active member 
of the Commonwealth Art 
Advisory Board and a Trustee of 
the Art Gallery of New South 
Wales. He was knighted for his 
contributions to Australian art in 
1969. 

The Ball was a great success socially, but unfortunately not financially.  It was hoped 
that proceeds from the Ball would go towards a workshop and activities centre. 
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1973  
The Society acquired a post box in South Gosford; PO Box 1242. 

A Monthly newsletter was initiated.  The Newsletter was printed on a Roneo machine. 

“At the meeting on 28th June Earl Marchant stood down as President due to ill health 
and was replaced by Bill Ryan. There were 96 members present.  Charles McDonald 
suggested his premises ‘Quality Mouldings’ at West Gosford be used for workshops.  

This became the hub of art classes for many years.” 2 

Workshops 

On Sunday 14 July 1973 a “Paint-In” was held at Bebarfald’s old premises in High 
Street. Bebarfald’s was a retailer of home furnishings and a manufacturer of furniture.  

Allan Bradley was the tutor and a model was hired. The “Paint-In” was held on 
consecutive Sundays for 4 weeks. 

 

Tutor Ronald Revitt, who lived in Ettalong, conducted life classes 
for CCAS.  He won the Gosford Art Prize in 1971.  From 1958-
1964 Ron studied at Bankstown Art School with part time studies 
at East Sydney Technical College. From 1963-1966, he was a 
private student of Garrett Kingsley (1915-1982). He is 
represented in the Taree & Gosford Collections and 
Muswellbrook Art Gallery. He has exhibited extensively with the 
Royal Art Society of NSW.    

 
2 Margaret Hardy 
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1974 
Meetings were held in the Gosford CWA Hall in Donnison Street Gosford starting at 
7.30pm on Fridays.  Presentations from guest speakers were held. 

 

 

Gosford Shire Art Competition and Festival of the Waters 

The first Gosford Shire Art Competition and Exhibition was held in 1970 in conjunction 
with the Captain Cook Bi-Centenary celebrations.  Grants from Gosford Shire Council 
and Gosford Apex Club and assistance from both helped organise the Competition and 
Exhibition in conjunction with the Festival of the Waters.  The chairman of the 
organizing committee was Sir Russell Drysdale. 

The Gosford Shire Art Committee Festival of the Waters 5th annual Exhibition of art, 
pottery and sculpture Official opening Saturday 23 February 8pm at the corner of 
William Street and Henry Parry Drive Gosford. The exhibition was held at the former 
Sterland Bros Hardware premises.   

Clem Millward won the painting award.  He was born in Melbourne. From 1945 to 1949 
he studied as an evening student at East Sydney Technical College and Julian Ashton 
Art School and from 1950 to 1951 he was a full-time student at the Julian Ashton Art 
School.  From 1961 to 1985 he taught for the New South Wales Department of 
Technical and Further Education, and was appointed Senior Head Teacher at Hornsby 
College of TAFE during 1977 to 1985.  His awards included The Archibald Prize 1958; 
The Sulman Prize 1966; Wynne Prize, 1973. 
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The Rotary Club of Gosford 1945-2008 

 

Exhibition 

                              
                     Central Coast Express May 1974                                        Julie Ferguson (now Julie Duell) 
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On 17 May starting at 9 am at the top of the Imperial Centre members dressed in crazy 
gear staged a fun walk through Mann Street Gosford to promote the 2nd annual 
exhibition which was to be held at the Point Clare Gallery. 

 

 
Gosford Star 17 May 1974 

 

CCAS Member Julie Ferguson (now Duell) provided the following” Pictured in the walk 

is Alice Wade, Julie Ferguson carrying daughter Melissa (1), Cliff Ross (in disguise), 
Belle McKechnie, Alice’s children front and Scott at right, dressed as Robin Hood.  We 
lost Scott in the Imperial Centre when he failed to follow us on the escalator.  A call over 
the mike soon located ‘a little boy dressed as Robin Hood aged 5yrs. old!” 

The exhibition was opened by Member for Robertson, Mr. Barry Cohen.  200 attended 
the opening. 



13 
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1975  
Meetings were held on the 2nd Wednesday held in the Gosford CWA Hall in Donnison 
Street at 7.30pm. 

Members work together 

Local artists, who were members of CCAS, set up gallery in a shop in Valencia Arcade 
opposite the Tourist Bureau in Mann Street. 

Joy Harvey studied art in Penang in Malaysia and at the Adelaide Art School. 

Bill Ryan studied art at East Sydney Technical College and at Swinburne Technical 
College in Victoria.  Founder, past president of CCAS and in 1975 a building committee 
member. 

Alison Love studied at Sydney University and at Pearce College in California. 

Harry Spira was born in England.  He studied fine arts at Royal Academy School in 
London. 

Festival of the Waters 
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From 8 to 22 March the Gosford Shire Art Show was held in conjunction with the 
Festival of the Waters. The Apex Club of Gosford was also involved.  The Art Show 
included art, pottery, drawing, with a prize money of $2200 plus an additional $1200 
granted from the Visual Arts Board.  With this money purchases were made from the 
Exhibition on behalf of the Shire.  500 paintings and 80 pottery items were on display at 
the old Coles Newsagency building in 125 Mann Street Gosford.  The Judge for Art was 
the Director of Newcastle Regional Gallery and Director of NSW of Regional Art 
Galleries Association, David Thomas.  The Judge for Pottery was Margaret Tuckson, a 
founding member of the Potters Society of Australia (now The Australian Ceramics 
Association) in 1956. 

The Gosford Shire Art Committee comprised 

Patron Sir Russell Drysdale 
Chairman Allan Hunter 
Secretary John Flakelar 
Committee Miss P. Bennett, Tom and Sue Knight, Mrs June 

McCarthy 
Central Coast Art Society Alice Wade, Isabel McKechnie, Charles McDonald 
Central Coast Potters’ Society Barbara Huntington, Narelle Howard, Beryl Bennett 

 

Gosford Shire Art Prizewinners were: 

Section 1: Oil or Related Media $1000 acquisitive winner Clem Millward 

Section 2: Watercolour $400 acquisitive winner David Rose 

David Rose taught at the National Art School (NAS) at Darlinghurst in the early 1960s. 

Section 3: Drawing $100 acquisitive winner  

Section 4: Local Prize $250 acquisitive David Perks 

David Perks was born in Sydney.  He studied commercial art in the United Kingdom and 
Europe in 1971, returning to Australia in 1972 when he became a full-time painter.  He 
was a Finalist in the Wynne Prize in 1972. 

Section 5(a): Pottery Wheelthrown $200 acquisitive – No prize 

Section 5(b): Pottery Handbuilt $200 acquisitive Roger Keane 

Section 6: Local Potters’ Prize $50 acquisitive – No prize 

 

 

 

https://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/prizes/wynne/
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Gosford artist hoaxes experts 

Was the headline on the front page of the Central Coast Express on Friday 14 March 
1975.  It was reported that “A large “abstract” had been painted as a hoax to try to fool 
the selection committee and judges at the recent Gosford Shire art exhibition. And 
according to its owner, it was among the 265 hung from the original entry list of 500. 

Mr. William J. Ryan, founder and past President of the Central Coast Arts Society, 
caused an uproar at the Society’s meeting this week when he made his disclosure of his 

sham masterpiece. 

Mr. Ryan told the astonished audience: “Many of us are sick and tired of the way that 

good representational local paintings are slung out to make room for abstract rubbish by 
outside artists.” 

Mr. Ryan said his obscure design on canvas, with an unknown name and Sydney 
address on it, a fancy title and a high price had been painted with the expressed 
purpose of finding out whether it would be selected for hanging. 

Asked how he painted his abstract Mr. Ryan said: “Made with an insecticide spray while 
I was watching television. The whole family had a dab at it, and we had an argument 
about which way round it should go.” 

 

 
Central Coast Express Friday 14 March 1975 
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1976  

5th CCAS Exhibition 

The Exhibition, from 17 to 27 January, was held in the Kincumber Hall. A percentage of 
the profits was donated to Gosford District Hospital and a percentage was kept for the 
CCAS building fund. 

Festival of the Waters 

The Festival of the Waters was held from 28 February to 13 March. 

Gosford Shire Art Committee: 

Patron Sir Russell Drysdale 
Chairman Michael Wheeler 
Secretary Leonie Hunter 
Committee John Flakelar, Miss P. Bennett, Tom and Sue 

Knight, Mrs June McCarthy 
Central Coast Art Society Ena Douglas, Jim Rodgetts Alice Wade, Isabel 

McKechnie, Charles McDonald 
Central Coast Potters’ Society Narelle Howard, Jim Smith, Barbara Huntington 

 

Painting and Drawing Judge was James Timothy Gleeson AO. James Timothy Gleeson 
served on the board of the National Gallery of Australia, being the chairman of the 
Gallery's Acquisitions Committee from 1974 to 1975.  He attended East Sydney 
Technical College from 1934 to 1936.  In 1938 Gleeson studied at Sydney Teachers 
College, where he gained two years training in general primary school teaching. 

Pottery Judge was Wanda Garnsey who briefly studied painting before beginning a part-
time ceramics course at East Sydney Technical College in 1957. She is best-known for 
founding the magazine Pottery in Australia, and editing it from 1962-1974. 

CCAS members presenting work 

On 2,3,4 October the Chelsea Potter Gallery presented an exhibition of oils, water 
colours, lithographs at Kincumber Hall.  Those exhibiting: Ena Douglas, Marijke Duell, 
Hans Giese, Alison Love, Betty Walker, Clare Westaway, Spencer Pocock, Marie Reed, 
Alice Wade, Bonnie Stephens 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Officer_of_the_Order_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Gallery_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Sydney_Technical_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Sydney_Technical_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney_Teachers_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney_Teachers_College
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1977 
On the 19 April the AGM was held, followed by a talk from Mark Liddup of Cooks Hill 
Gallery, Newcastle.  

The Committee met every 4th Thursday at 8pm at the Leagues Club. 

At the monthly meetings a raffle was held to help pay for the rent of the CWA hall.  
Members were asked to donate goods for the raffles. 

Murdo Morrison gave a lecture on drawing and painting. He is represented in the 
Collections held at Muswellbrook Regional Arts Centre. 

Festival of the Waters 

The Gosford Shire Exhibition as part of the Festival of the Waters was held from 26 
February to 12 March in the building on the corner of William Street and Henry Parry 
Drive. 

This year the committee was 

Patron Sir Russell Drysdale 
Chairman John Flakelar 
Secretary Leonie Hunter 
Committee Miss P. Bennett, Tom and Sue Knight, 

Mrs June McCarthy 
Central Coast Art Society Charles McDonald, Jim Rodgetts  
Central Coast Potters’ Society Narelle Howard, Jim Smith, Camille Kuktz 

 

The Painting and Drawing Judge was Clem Millward 

The Pottery Judge was Beryl Barton, the President of the Potters’ Society of Australia 

and teacher at Gymea Technical College. 

For the first time CCAS gave an award of $250 to a local 
artist.  Ken Cowell won the award. Ken Cowell gained his 
Degree in Fine Art at the National Art School Sydney and 
lectured at the National Art School Newcastle. 

8th CCAS Exhibition 

The annual exhibition was held in the Kincumber Hall from 
11 to 13 June.  A percentage of the profits was donated to 
the Royal Volunteer Coastal Patrol, Central Coast Division. 

 

                                                                                            Carole Strutt 
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1978  

9th CCAS Exhibition 

The Exhibition was held in the Kincumber Hall from 31 December 1977 to 2 January 
1978.  This year a percentage of the profits was donated to the Senior Citizens Mini Bus 
Fund, North Gosford.  Frank Benier, the Daily Mirror cartoonist, officially opened the 
Exhibition. 

In February an extraordinary general meeting was held at the Central Coast Leagues 
Club to determine the members’ feelings in regards to supporting or not of the Central 
Coast Visual Arts application for a grant from the División of Cultural Activities for the 
provision of workshops and exhibition hall at Caroline Bay.  The members agreed to 
support the grant application. 

The March committee meeting reported that Central Coast Visual Arts Council were 
unable to make the financial report and therefore the grant application could not be 
made.   

10th CCAS Exhibition 

The Exhibition was held in the Kincumber Hall from 3 to 5 June. This Exhibition included 
China Painting.  Robert Doyle, from The Munchkin Gallery in Gosford, opened the 
Exhibition. 
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1979  

Art Society Growth 

The Central Coast Express reported on the 27 December that “Although only eight 

years old, Central Coast Art Society now has nearly 300 members and the list which is 
growing rapidly includes names well known on the Coast and some much further afield.”  

The article listed Ron Revitt, Robert Doyle, Clare Westaway, Ursula Old, Julie 
Ferguson, Bonnie Stephens, Elaine Mortimer, Carol Martin, Bill Whitten, Carol Wade 
and Marijke Duell. 

New Year Exhibition 

Held from 28 December to 1 January 1980 in the Kincumber School of Arts.  Carol 
Martin donated a vase for the raffle.  Over 1000 people visited the Exhibition and 83 
paintings were sold.  

A Gallery for Gosford 

“During the 1970’s Phil Bennett, John Flakelar and other people lobbied council for 
facilities and a grand plan was put together by Geoff Grenfell and Fraser when Malcolm 
Brooks was mayor at the back of what is now Elizabeth Frost reserve and close to 
Phyllis Lovett reserve at the back which was donated to council. The plans covered 
visual art and crafts workshops and performances.” 3 

“Four groups, the Potters, Lapidary Club, Hand-weavers & Spinners and the Art Society 
worked to get common premises in Gosford and plans were developed for 
meeting/exhibition space and workshops at Caroline Bay. Then Terama Place (off 
Henry Parry Drive Gosford) was proposed, but all these efforts did not eventuate. A 
movement was also started in the 70s to have a Regional Gallery/Theatre complex built 
at Caroline Bay but this did not eventuate either.”  4 

                                                                            
                     Betty McDonald                                                                                  Hans Giese                                        

 
3 Talk given by Margaret Hardy at Gosford Waterfront Alliance Forum 19th October 2016 
4 Margaret Hardy 
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1980  

Mid-Winter Exhibition 

The Exhibition was held in the Kincumber School of Arts from 13 to 16 June. 

  

The Gosford Star reported on exhibition on 25 
June with the heading “55% increase in sales.  

Local are in demand”. 

The article stated “The uptrend in local sales is 

continuing on the Central Coast.  Sales of 
paintings by the Central Coast Art Society over 
the Queen’s Birthday weekend achieved 

another encouraging result. Increase over 55 
percent over last year’s corresponding 

exhibition…Add to this a record for the recent 

New Year show and it is clear that demand for 
original paintings is constantly rising. 
Attendances were up too with more than 1200 
people paying to view the exhibition…” 

CCAS poster 

Kincumber School of Arts restoration 

In 1979 a bid was made to save the then-decaying Kincumber School of Arts building. A 
new committee was formed in 1980 under President Peter Avis, Secretary Jenny 
Winslade, and Treasurer Eric Larson.  The committee accepted assistance of $8,000 
from the Central Coast Art Society and with a grant of $25,000 from Gosford City 
Council renovations were affected.  CCAS’s Sid Wood was elected trustee and auditor 
of the Kincumber Hall.   

An agreement was reached between the CCAS and the Kincumber School of Arts Hall 
committee that in exchange for the CCAS’s financial assistance the CCAS would have 

free rent for all its meetings, workshops and exhibitions for 20 years. 

Renovations included a new roof, interior renovations including new toilets, storerooms 
and kitchen. 
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1981 

New Year’s Exhibition 

The Exhibition was held in the Kincumber School of Arts from 30 December to 4 
January 1981.  Also on display was pottery by Alice Wade and Marjorie Rodgett and 
jewellery by June Riley. 

 

 
Central Coast Express 2 January 1981 

 

 
Central Coast Express 7 January 1981 
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Kincumber School of Arts recovery 

 
Gosford Star 7 January 1981 

 

On the 7th January the Star reported “A sum of $8,000 was provided by the society and 

quickly put to use by the committee. The art society benefits by having a guaranteed 
permanent site for its two annual exhibitions and sales of paintings at New Year and 
Queen’s Birthday weekends for the next 20 years. President of the society, Charles 

McDonald, said this represented an excellent investment for the members.  History has 
proved that attendances and sales at exhibitions held in the School of Arts over the past 
few years had rapidly increased…In fact the Art Society now looks upon the Kincumber 

School of Arts as its spiritual home – one of its members has been appointed a trustee 
and other members have joined the School of Arts.” 

 

              
                     Elaine Fry                                       Alison Love                          Lorna Rumblebow 
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Gosford Star 3 June 1981 

 

Plein Air painting 
On the 3rd June the Star reported 
“The Society is now encouraging 

its members to join this group 
and paint at a different location 
each week. First outing was to 
Bateau Bay where 17 members 
enjoyed a few hours of autumn 
sunshine and companionship 
with fellow artists.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Avoca Lake 
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Gosford Star 17 June 1981 
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Spring Exhibition 

2 to 5 October 

The newly appointed patron Edward Henry St John opened the show.  

Edward Henry St John QC (1916 –1994) was a Australian barrister, anti-nuclear activist 
and Liberal politician in the 1960s. 

  

 
                                                    Central Coast Express 30 June 1981 

       Edward Henry St John in 1967 
      (National Archives of Australia) 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen%27s_Counsel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barrister
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberal_Party_of_Australia
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New Year Exhibition 

30 December 1981 to 4 January 1982 

 

 
Gosford Star 23 December 1981 

 

 

 
Crowds at the Opening Night 
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1982 
74 members attended the AGM. 

The Central Coast Express reported on 2 June that “Further renovations to the 

Kincumber School of Arts have improved facilities for the public at such a large function 
(referring to the upcoming Queen’s Birthday Exhibition).  New septic tanks have been 

installed on the premises, a new modern kitchen added, and the lighting is excellent.” 

The Society moved from the from CWA Hall to Uniting Hall for meetings. 

 

     
              Gosford Star 15 September 1982                                       Gosford Star 13 October 1982   
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 Spring Exhibition 

 

1 to 4 October 

 

Mary Rees won First 
Prize for the most 
popular portrait. Julie 
Ferguson-Duell won 
Second Prize. Mary 
Rees also won Third 
Prize. 

41 portraits were 
exhibited and over 
300 votes were 
recorded. 

The prize-winning 
portraits were 
displayed at Charles 
Eager’s Wallpapers 

store in Donnison 
Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Coast Express 29 
September 1982 
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Central Coast Express 13 October 1982 
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1983 
As from 6th April workshops were held every 2nd Wednesday from 10am.  Talks and 
demonstrations were still held on Thursday nights. 

Hal and Norah Paddle 
were committee members 
on the Arts Council. 

Tom Knight was the 
Coordinator of the Festival 
of Waters. 

 
 

Central Coast Express 18 May 
1983 

 

 

 

October Holiday Weekend Exhibition 
4 - 6 October 

This was a selective exhibition, with prizes.  The judge was Cameron Bannerman.  Born 
in Scotland, Cameron Bannerman (1919-2011) studied in Glasgow and Paris, and 
worked as an art teacher and production artist for films before his arrival in Sydney in 
1962.  He was Finalist in the Archibald Prize in 1965 and 1969. 

The CCAS Award 1st Prize $500 any medium, 2nd Prize $250 any medium, 3rd Prize 
$100 any medium 

Encouragement Awards 

De Haviland Enterprises (open order) $75 any medium 

De Haviland Enterprises (open order) $50 oil/acrylic 

De Haviland Enterprises (open order) $50 pastel/w/colour 

Lemon Tree Gallery (open order) $20 any medium 

Munchkin Gallery (open order) $20 any medium 
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1984 
At the AGM it was reported that 3 exhibitions, 10 monthly meetings, 11 Newsletters, 22 
fortnightly workshops, 46 weekly outdoor painting meetings had been organised in 
1983. 

Various artists and organisations hire the Society’s paintings screens. 

A demonstration of oil painting by James Wynne was held on 19 April.  Born in in 1944, 
Wynn was a traditional style painter in oil of seascapes, landscapes and vintage steam 
train vistas in oil.  He was an exhibiting member and teacher of the Royal Arts Society 
of NSW.   

Death of Hans Giese 

Hans joined the Society in 1971. 

 
Gosford Star 8 August 1984 

 

From September Thursday night meetings were changed to Friday nights, and the 
meetings were held at the Educational Resource Centre. 
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1985 

   
                     Gosford Star 26 April 1985                                                                      Eileen Luton 
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At the AGM it was reported that the Society had 336 paying members, 17 honorary 
members and 7 life members. 

The Society decided to change from demonstrations to films nights at the monthly 
Friday night meetings. Films were shown with the Society’s projector. 

 
Gosford Star 16 January 1985 

 

Margaret Hardy attended meetings of the Visual Arts Bicentenary subcommittee. 

Gosford Council took over running of Kincumber Hall. 

October Holiday Weekend Exhibition 

2 - 4 October 

Cameron Bannerman again judged the exhibition.  De Haviland, Lemon Tree Gallery 
and Munchkin Gallery also sponsored the prizes again. 

 
CCAS Exhibition Catalogue 
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1986 
Margaret Hardy was elected President at the AGM.  Margaret joined the Society in 1979 
and was Secretary from 1980 to 1985. 

Workshops were then held on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at the Kincumber School of 
Arts for 3 hours, 10 to noon and 1 to 2pm.  The fee for each workshop was $3. 

The Society suggested a library be set up. 

Gosford Council provided a grant of $20,000 to renew flooring throughout the 
Kincumber Hall.  Work was also carried out on external repairs to building, removal of 
stone pillars under the verandah and painting inside and out was done. 

 
Central Coast Express 22 October 1986 

 

 
Gosford Star 22 October 1986 
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Central Coast Star 24 October 1986 
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Central Coast Star 31 October 1986 

 

Julie Duell designed the Society’s new logo.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life drawing workshops started on the 2nd Saturday of the month. 

   

Charles Gosford (1921-1992) became the Society’s new 

patron.  

Born in the UK, Charles Gosford graduated from the Royal 
Academy School in London in 1966, becoming a landscape 
painter in pastel, oil and acrylic, and a portraitist. A member 
of the House of Lords (as Earl of Gosford) he was heavily 
involved in promoting the arts in England.  He came to 
Australia in 1982 at the invitation Gosford Council as part of 
the Festival of the Waters.  Charles Gosford was a 
descendant of the man after whom the city is named.   

Afterwards Charles Gosford settled in Australia. 
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The Society became a member of Multi Arts Confederation.  Margaret Hardy founded 
the Multi Arts Confederation 

 

 

The Festival of the Waters was held on Gosford waterfront from 26 September until 6 
October 1986. 
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Marketown Exhibition 23 to 26 November 
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1987 
CCAS membership reached 400 a new record. 

New Year Exhibition 

Patron and Guest Artist Charles Gosford opened the exhibition on Friday 2 January. 

 

Death of Past President Charles McDonald 

 

  



41 
 

Festival of the Waters  

12-13 September 

 
Margaret Hardy 

 
                                         Stella Palmer                      Louise Rowland                               Joan Perks 
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Art Show 

The exhibition was officially opened by Eric Jolliffe on Friday 2 October at the 
Kincumber School of Arts.  As it was the International Year of Shelter for the homeless, 
members were asked to contributed a painting on the theme, and the public were asked 
to vote on the best painting. 

Eric Ernest Jolliffe OAM (1907 – 2001) was an Australian cartoonist and illustrator.  He 
studied at East Sydney Technical College.  In 1944, he started working for Smith's 
Weekly. 

Music was provided by Ferdy Rees and his partner Melba. 

Winners of the Homeless Exhibition – Louise Rowlands, Margaret Dean and Janet 
Cobb 

Gosford’s Bicentennial Calendar 

Members produced drawings for the Bicentennial Arts calendar. 

 

 
Central Coast Express 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_the_Order_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Sydney_Technical_College
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1988 

Bicentennial Art Show 

Phyllis Bennett MBE opened the exhibition on Monday 4 January.  Music was provided 
by Ferdy Rees and Melba. 

Ferdy Rees had been a musical director with the Windmill Theatre in London and a 
violinist with the West-Australian Symphony Orchestra. 

 

 
Jim Peck 

 

                                
                         Joy Harvey                       Marjorie Crouch                       Anne Brack 
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Bicentennial Art Show Labour Day Exhibition 

Officially opened by Charles Gosford on Friday 30 September. 

Murdo Morrison won the Gosford City Bicentennial Art Prize. 

Friday night meetings 

Films, demonstrations, and lectures were rotated on Friday nights to provide a more 
stimulating environment for members. 

 

 
Jim Huntington, Barrie Littlefield, Stella Palmer, Margaret Dean 

 

 

And still more exhibitions 

Members took part in a Floral Exhibition in conjuncture with the Society for Growing 
Australian Plants.  The exhibition was held in the Commonwealth Bank.  Also, members 
participated in the Springtime Floral Exhibition at Mt Penang. 
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CCAS cooperated with Brisbane Waters Historical Society to organise a children’s art 

exhibition to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the birth of Henry Kendall.  The Gosford 
Star donated monies for 3 1st prizes. 

Thomas Henry Kendall (1839–1882), also Henry Clarence Kendall, publishing as Henry 
Kendall, was an Australian author and bush poet, who was particularly known for his 
poems and tales set in a natural environment setting. Henry Kendall Street in West 
Gosford is home to the stone building (now a museum known as 'Henry Kendall 
Cottage') where he lived for some time with the Fagan brothers, timber merchants near 
Gosford. 

New screens 

A Gala Day was organised by Lois Simmons to raise funds to build new screens.  The 
old ones had been damaged by water flooding the Kincumber Hall. 

 

A Gallery for Gosford 
In 1988 Gosford and Edogawa had signed a sister city agreement. Mayor 
Nakazato liked Mayor Harrison and offered her a Japanese garden. Pat was in a 
quandary as she didn’t know where it could be built, but at every meeting l 

attended l would say Pat you have no choice, Caroline Bay is the only place you 
can build it. It has the right zoning and is the only large piece of land owned by 
council. Of course, some people wanted it in the main street of Gosford, but we 
wanted a gallery, which blended into the environment, was a living space with 
world gardens and parklands. We didn’t get exactly what we wanted, which 

including a tiered space for lectures, films, etc. But at least we saved the land. 
Thanks to the generosity of Edogawa City office who paid for the Garden and 
also shared the cost of stage One, as the toilets and coffee shop were shared. 
We organised feature artists shows each month in the cafe for many years 
courtesy of Jan Wade the lessee.  

Nearly $1 million dollars was donated by Edogawa and in response a showcase 
of Japanese craft was built in the foyer. This recently was destroyed and a new 
cabinet placed in the gallery, against the wishes of the Sister City Committee and 
many visitors. There were plans for additional buildings to be added one day. 

Talk by Margaret Hardy at Gosford Waterfront Alliance Forum  

19th October 2016 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bush_poet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_environment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Gosford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Gosford
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1989 
 

 
Central Coast Express 17 February 1989 

 

Gala Day 

Saturday 11 March in the Kincumber Hall to raise funds to buy new screens.  Paintings, 
craft, plants, home cooking were sold.  Portraits by Vi Finch and demonstrations by 
Anne Brack and Zoe Russell were held. 
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Ron Revitt and Bev Peck 

 

Children’s Art Competition during Heritage Week 
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1990 
 

 

 

 
Advocate 6 September 1990 
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Enjoying a Paint Out day 

 
Flora and Bill Terrey at the CCAS Christmas Party 
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1991 
 

 
CCAS Members took part in a parade through the streets of Gosford as part of the Australia Day 

Celebrations 
 

 
Workshop in the Kincumber School of Arts 
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Harry and Vi Laird 
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Earl Marchant and Rhonda Ford 
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Gallery progress 

When it was decided in the 1990s to restart the push for a gallery at Caroline 
Bay, of course the old plans and ideas were dug out and everybody agreed on 
what should happen. Unfortunately, the people who lived next door, didn’t want it 

built where Elizabeth Frost reserve was to be, they lobbied and gained the 
support of local MP Brian McGowan and Barry Cowan to support them. Of 
course, they made a big fuss but were listened to. We agreed it would be better 
to move next door to the disused old sewerage pit at 36 Webb Street. 

At that time, we had a cultural advisory committee which enabled us to make 
sure the ideas proposed were put on the agenda, and we were able to lobby the 
mayor and councillors to agree to build an arts centre on this land.  

Many people helped. The advisory panel put forward by Multi Arts Confederation 
included John Baker, (playwright) Malcolm Brooks, (ex-mayor) Denis Elwood, 
(community radio) Christopher Bowen, (musical recitals), Geoff Grenfell, 
(architect), Mami Adderley, (tourism), Antje Kemety, (outdoor concerts) Dickie 
Ney (crafts), Ben Vandersande, (hospitality) Greg Weatherby (indigenous arts) 
and Sandra Walsh (youth arts). These are names from the past and covered 
many art groups. 

Mayor at this time was Dr Patricia Harrison who was negotiating with Price -
Waterhouse to sell this land for a canal development with 31 million-dollar 
houses on it. Council had been setting aside $10,000 each year for this project. 

I suppose this money went to pay Price-Waterhouse’s fee. It was fortunate for 

our aims that the developers’ environment study supported our environment 

policy and agreed Caroline Bay was a shallow bay with fish breeding weed which 
didn’t allow for what they were planning. We got our arts space. 

Talk given by Margaret Hardy at Gosford Waterfront Alliance Forum, 19th October 2016. 
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Bev Beck and Stella Palmer awarded Life Memberships 

 

Beverley Peck was a committee member 1983-1984, Assistant Secretary 1984-1985, 
Secretary 1987-1988 to 1994-1995. 

Stella Palmer was Treasurer from 1988-1989 to 1996-1997. 
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1992  

 
Preparing the float for the Australia Day parade in Coleen Martin’s garage 
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Calendar Competition at the June Exhibition 

 
The black and white drawings of local scenes for the annual calendar. 

 

The Black and White Calendars were on sale at selected newsagencies and art shops 
on the Central Coast for $5.  Proceeds from the sale of the Calendars went to the 
Gallery Fund. 

Members painted a mural in the foyer of the Kincumber Hall.  Margaret Hardy, Nina 
Westaway and Frank Wilsher represented CCAS on the Kincumber Hall Committee. 

 

 
Kasey Sealey was a guest demonstrator 
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The October Exhibition featured a contemporary prize.  Murdo Morrison was the judge. 

An exhibition was held in the Laycock Street Theatre in November. 

In December the CCAS Committee passed a Motion to pledge $10,000 to Gosford 
Council for Caroline Bay complex. 

 

 
Judy Staniland and Bernard Walsh 
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1993  
 

 
Club President Margaret Hardy of the Central Coast Art Society with Bev Peck, Coleen Martin, Judy 

Staniland, hard at it decorating their float for this year’s Australia Day parade in Gosford 
The Terrigal Times 27 January 1993 

 

Committee meetings and also General Meetings on the 4th Friday of the month were 
held at Gosford Senior Citizens Centre.   

The Society held a Bush Dance at the Gosford Senior Citizens Centre. 

                                       
                                 Vic Johnson                             Dot Wood                              Sid Wood                    
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Mollie Flaxman workshop 

 

 
Mollie Flaxman workshop 
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Construction of Arts Centre 

 
 

 
Central Coast Express 19 December 1993 

 

                                                    
                                     Lauren Piloty                                 Albert Windley                        Dot Pople 
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1994 
 

 
Australia Day 

 

 
Kincumber School of Arts 
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The new Caroline Bay Arts Centre was opened to the public on 16th June. 

CCAS Meetings at Gosford City Arts Centre 

On 25 August at 7.30pm CCAS held its meeting at the at Gosford City Arts Centre.  
Workshops were still being held at the Kincumber Hall. 

Arts Centre and Commemorative Gardens 

The Gosford Edogawa Commemorative Garden were constructed where the former 
sewerage treatments works were located. 

 

 

The official opening was held on the 3rd September.  In conjunction with the opening 
and the 4th annual Festival of the Arts in Kibble Park, the Sister City Art Competition 
was held in the Arts Centre from 1st to 12th September.  This competition was made 
possible by the donation of $2000 from the Central Coast Leagues Club. 

The Commemorative Garden is a Japanese garden that was built as a gift to residents 
of Gosford City Council by the Ward of Edogawa, Tokyo, Japan.  Gosford City has a 
sister city relationship with Edogawa, Japan. As a part of the cultural exchange between 
the cities a commemorative Edogawa Japanese garden, a gift from Edogawa to 
Gosford was built, adjoining the Regional Art gallery. the concept of the garden was 
proposed by Reverent Rather Leo Mahon as a memorial to Australian and Japanese 
fallen soldiers. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_garden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gift
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_wards_of_Tokyo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edogawa,_Tokyo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tokyo
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Central Coast Express 2 September 1994 

 

 
Central Coast Express 28 September 1994 
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On the 11th November the CCAS held a workshop at the Gosford City Arts Centre from 
9.30am to 12.30pm.  Adele Eyres was the tutor.  Members paid $4 and non-members 
$5. 

CCAS donated $300 towards shelving for a library to be set up in the kitchen of the Arts 
Centre. 

Margaret Smith Memorial Award 

Margaret Grace Smith was a member of the Central Coast Art Society for many years. 
She was also a music teacher living at Killarney Vale.  Margaret died in 1992 without 
any relatives. Her estate was divided between three organisations, with the Central 
Coast Art Society being one of the recipients. The money was to be used to promote 
local artists so the society decided to start the Margaret Smith Memorial Award when 
the money was released. 

The first Award was held in 1994 at the Gosford Show. 5 

The Gosford Show was held from 13th to 15th October.  

 
Marion Bowling, Lola Vecsey, Stella Palmer, Shirley Crowell, Coleen Martin, Gwen’s daughter,  

Gwen Neilley 

 

5 Press release, 11 Jun 2009 Margaret Hardy, Central Coast Art Society 

 



74 
 

1995 

 
1995 Committee 

Frank Wilsher, Chris Mitchell, Gwen Neilley, Lola Vecsey, Maria Litchfield, Coleen Martin, Harry Laird 
Seated Nina Westaway, Stella Palmer, Vi Laird 

 

 
Central Coast Express 6 January 1995 
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Central Coast Express 6 January 1995 
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Margaret Hardy wins the Central Coast Community Services Award 
 

 
Gosford Sun  
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1996 

 

 

 
Harold Scott and Margaret Hardy 
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Bob McKinnon and Neville Byrne on the right enjoying a Paint Out day 
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1997 
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1998 

 
Gosford Sun June 1998 

 

                        
               Alan Whitham                  Coral Whitham                Nina Westaway              Jim Williamson 
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1999 
200 exhibition members, 66 social, 43 complimentary, 9 life members, 4 exhibition Life 
Members. 

6th April saw the commencement of stage 2 of Gosford Gallery. 
 

 
Construction of Gosford Gallery 
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2000 

Margaret Hardy 

 

 
Greater Gosford News February 2000 

 



85 
 

 



86 
 

The Gosford Art Gallery Construction  

 

The Gallery was officially opened on 27th April 2000.  The Gallery is part of a complex 
that also includes the Gosford/Edogawa Commemorative Garden, the Arts Centre, and 
the Caroline Bay Brasserie. 

June Exhibition 

The Exhibition was held at the Arts Centre from the 16th to the 18th of June.  The Young 
People’s Incentive Award was again part of the Exhibition. 

Davistown Putt Putt Regatta 

Members displayed their artwork at the Davistown Putt Putt Regatta and Wooden Boat 
Festival. Along with the water focussed activities there will be on-shore entertainment 
and activities. 
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2001 

Death of Earl Marchant 

Earl Marchant was a fighter and an activist. He was a member of the Peace Forum. He 
was very active in the multicultural arts area and prominent in fighting for an arts centre 
in Gosford. He loved music and was always involved with musical groups and 
drumming. He fought for the health centre that has now been established for the 
Aborigines in Wyong and he worked very closely with the Aboriginal Land Council in 
Gosford. Many of our readers on the Central Coast of NSW and in Sydney knew and 
loved Earl. Earl was 67 when he died in January, 2001, having contracted 
mesothelioma, an asbestos related disease. His widow Marie very kindly spoke to The  
Guardian about their experience, one which unfortunately is far from an isolated case. 

The Guardian 27 November 2002 

 

 

30th Anniversary  

The Anniversary was held at the Kincumber 
Hall booked.  70 people enjoyed a lunch, 
mostly catered by members.  

Kincumber School of Arts 

Central Coast Art Society continued to 
support the Kincumber School of Arts hall 
renovations and Art Society delegates, Sid 
Woods, Win Davison, and Hal Paddle, were 
elected to the Hall committee. 

November activities 

Gosford celebrated the Centenary of Federation on 17th November with a parade and 
festival on the Waterfront. 

In November CCAS held an Exhibition at Woy Woy CWA Hall as part of the Oyster Bay 
festival. 
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2002 
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2002 Committee 

Fran Melrose, Amanda Powell, Coleen Martin, Dawn Smith, Bernard Walsh, Johanna Wilhaar, Ev Gilroy, 
Ern Rushton (standing) 
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2003 

Summer Exhibition 

17 to 24 January  

 

 
Central Coast Express January 2003 
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Central Coast Extra January 2003 

 

 
Central Coast Extra April 2003 
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Central Coast Extra September 2003 

 
Central Coast Extra September 2003 
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Spikefest 

Terence Alan "Spike" Milligan KBE (16 April 1918 – 27 February 2002) was a British-
Irish actor, comedian, writer, musician, poet, and playwright. The son of an Irish father 
and an English mother, Milligan was born in India, where he spent his childhood, 
relocating to live and work most of his life in the United Kingdom. Disliking his first 
name, he began to call himself "Spike" after hearing the band Spike Jones and his City 
Slickers. 

After their retirement, Milligan's parents and his younger brother Desmond moved to 
Australia. His mother lived the rest of her long life in Woy Woy. As a result, he became 
a regular visitor to Australia and made a number of radio and TV programmes there, 
including The Idiot Weekly with Bobby Limb. He also wrote several books including 
Puckoon during a visit to his mother's house in Woy Woy. Milligan named the town "the 
largest above-ground cemetery in the world" when visiting in the 1960s. 

After the death of Spike Milligan in 2002 a Spikefest, a week-long comedy festival, was 
organised in Woy Woy.  

Councillor Chris Holstein was chairman of the Spikefest organising committee.  The 
festival was to have started with a backward parade on October 4. But council officials 
banned the idea, fearing anyone who got injured could land them with compensation 
claims.  However, organisers came up with a compromise, meaning the 100 participants 
could walk normally but wear their clothes back to front.  

The festival included art and cartoons, writing workshops, jazz performances, stand-up 
comedy. 

CCAS organised an exhibition of humorous paintings and cartoons from the 10th to the 
12th October in the Peninsular Community Hall.  The exhibition was named Picasso 
According to Spike. A cocktail party was held at the opening.  The Mayor paid for the 
party. 

Arts Centre 

The CCAS Committee weren’t pleased when the Gallery decided to move the CCAS 
workshops from Studio 3 to Studio 2.  The change would restrict access to easels and 
the kitchen. 

The CCAS Committee had agreed to pay $25,000 for a store room to be built.  A formal 
agreement was prepared, stating out the use of the store room by the CCAS and the 
Gallery.  In October the building of the store room started, but not according to the plans 
agreed to. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knight_Commander_of_the_Order_of_the_British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spike_Jones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spike_Jones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woy_Woy,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Idiot_Weekly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bobby_Limb
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2004 

Summer Exhibition 

 
Central Coast Express January 2004 

 

                      
              Helen Lawson                     Jean Carney                    Gwen Shipton                    Marilyn Collins 
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Central Coast Express January 2004 

 

Combined Art Societies of Sydney 

On 26 February Margaret Hardy, the CCAS delegate, and 20 other delegates from 10 
affiliated art societies attended a meeting of the Combined Art Societies of Sydney 
(CASS) at the Gosford Potters Workshop rooms.  CCAS joined CASS in 2003.  CASS 
commenced in 1990 by a group of artists who were passionate about furnishing the 
means for all artists to improve and showcase their work.  CASS organises the annual 
Art of Sydney Awards Exhibition and the Art in Action Convention at the Merroo 
Conference Centre in Kurrajong. 

The 2004 Art of Sydney Awards Exhibition was held at Darling Harbour from January 
24th to 27th. 
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AGM 

 
CCAS Newsletter June 2004 

 

From the Newsletter Editor Douglas Wood 

 
CCAS Newsletter April 2004 

 

Margaret Smith Memorial Award  

The Committee increased the prize money - Open $300, oils/acrylic $200, works on 
paper $200.  People’s Choice $100. 
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                CCAS Newsletter August 2004                                 CCAS Newsletter November 2004 
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CCAS Newsletter September 2004                                     CCAS Newsletter July 2004 

 

 

   
            Amanda Powell                            Alma Coombes                                       Kit McKenzie 
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Japanese Gardens 

To celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Japanese Gardens CCAS in conjunction with 
Gosford Regional Gallery organised a Painting in the Park weekend, 20th and 21st 
November. 
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2005 

 
CCAS Newsletter February 2005 

 

 
CCAS Newsletter March 2005 

 
 

          
    Marina Hookman           Nick Vassilopoulos                     Ruth Eager                             Beryl Croft 
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CCAS newsletter February 2005 

 

 
CCAS newsletter March 2005 
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CCAS Newsletter April 2005 

 

 
CCAS Newsletter April 2005 

 

                     
                     Melody Stewart                             Karen Medcalfe                                Jean McArthur 
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The 2 resolutions were passed. 

 
CCAS Newsletter April 2005 

 

 
CCAS Newsletter April 2005 
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CCAS Newsletter June 2005 
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CCAS Newsletter May 2005 

 

 
CCAS Newsletter June 2005 
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CCAS Newsletter August 2005 

 

 

CCAS Newsletter August 2005 



109 
 

 
CCAS Newsletter November 2005 

Oyster Festival 

The annual Brisbane Water Oyster Festival was held on the first Sunday in November 
at Ettalong Beach after being relocated from the Woy Woy waterfront due to space 
restrictions. The event outgrew the location with over 20,000 people attending annually. 
The "Brisbane Water" Oyster Festival was inaugurated in 2000 and is organised by the 
Peninsula Chamber of Commerce.  

Overflow Exhibition 

The Overflow Exhibition from the Gosford Art Prize was held at Erina Fair. 

 
CCAS Newsletter December/January 2006 

 

 
CCAS Newsletter July 2005 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oyster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oyster
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2006  

Web site 

Douglas Wood initiated the CCAS website.  CCAS activities and members’ artworks 

could now be showcased to the world. 

AGM 

 
CCAS Newsletter June 2006 
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CCAS Newsletter April 2006 

 

Margaret Smith Memorial Award 

 
Central Coast Express May 2006 
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Joy Harvey, Coleen Martin, Margaret Hardy 
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CCAS Newsletter September 2006 

 

 
CCAS Newsletter September 2006 

 
 

 
CCAS Newsletter November 2006 
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Smithy Award 

Rusty Wallace offered to donate a Memorial Prize to honour her parents Harry and 
Dawn Smith. The People’s Choice Award at the Overflow Exhibition was renamed the 

Smithy Award. 

 
Central Coast Express October 2006 
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Central Coast Express October 2006 

 

          
       Lee Meatcham                    Janice Stark               Gai McMurtrie                         Narelle Howard 
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Putt Putt Regatta 

 
Margaret Hardy, Rose Bickley, Vic Bickley, Fran Melrose 

 

 
CCAS Newsletter December/January 2006 
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2007 

Summer Exhibition 
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CCAS Newsletter February 2007 

 

Lorraine Best - CCAS delegate 

Lorraine Best, as the CCAS delegate, attended CASS meetings at Bankstown Arts and 
Craft Centre on Sunday nights. 

 
CCAS Newsletter March 2007 

 

 
Paint Out at Gosford 
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CCAS Newsletter May 2007 

 

 
CCAS Newsletter August 2007 
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2008 
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123 
 

Christmas Lunch 

 

 

    
            Barbara Hayhurst               Aileen McLeod              Murray McLeod          Marian Semmens 
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2009 

Summer Exhibition 

 

 

Attendance at the April talk by Elio Gatti 
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Overflow Exhibition 

 
Coleen Martin and Karen Medcalfe 

 

 

Attendance at the Maryanne Flux talk in August 
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2010 

Summer Exhibition 

 
Renate Leyer, Anne Brack, Marina Hookman (green shirt), Josette Guimbeau, Karen Medcalfe, 

 Lee Meatchem, Vic Bickley 

 

Margaret Smith Memorial Award 

 
Central Coast Express April 2010 
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Kincumber Tidings August 2010 
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2011 

40th Anniversary 

 
Coastal Tidings June 2011 

 

 
Central Coast Express June 2011 
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                                                      Gosford Central Community News 6 June 2011  

 

 
Howard Leslie, Thomas Knight, Joy Harvey, Malcolm Brooks, John Flakelar, Margaret Hardy 
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CCAS Newsletter July 2011 

 

 
CCAS Newsletter August 2011 

 
 

 
Margaret Hardy at the opening 
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Central Coast Community News October 2011 

 
 
 

 
CCAS Newsletter November 2011 
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2012 

 

Repainting the screens in April 

 

 

July Workshop 
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2013 

Summer Exhibition 

 

Haiku Exhibition 

The Society organised a Haiku Exhibition to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the 
Signing of the Sister City Agreement between Edogawa, Japan and Gosford.  The 
Exhibition was held in the Studio Gallery from 29th August to 5th September.  

 
Fran and Ray Melrose 
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September workshop with Ian Thwaites 

 

 
Rose Bickley, Lorraine Best, Ian Thwaites, Marlene Palagyi 
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2014 

Summer Exhibition 

 

 
Jenny Brasch (seated), Coleen Martin, Marilyn Collins, Fran Melrose (seated) 
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Winter Exhibition 
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2015 

Summer Exhibition 
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New Exhibition Screens 

Over the past few months your Committee have explored the possibility of 
rejuvenating our current exhibitions screens; however, after 25 years of excellent 
service, it was considered not a viable proposition. Fortunately, we became aware that 
due to permanent hanging space, Kuringai Art Society was selling their screens, 
which are modern, and came with spotlights. This was a wonderful and timely 
opportunity for us, and it was decided after inspection and reporting back to the full 
Committee, that the money would be better spent on this purchasing. 

We took delivery on 14th April, and hope you will enjoy the fresh appearance this will give 
to our Exhibitions. 

CCAS Newsletter May 2015 

 

 

 

Pop Up Art Exhibition 

Held from 6th to 8th June at the Kincumber School of Arts. 
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2016 

AGM 

Our AGM was held on 27 April, 2016 in Studio 2, with 22 members attending, and it was 
here Margaret Hardy, our long-term President, announced her resignation due to bad 
health. As her report incorporated a brief run-down of her time with CCAS, we would 
like to highlight some of that history. 

The CCAS was established in 1971 with Margaret joining in the late 1970’s, on the 

suggestion of a committee member; by 1980 she was elected Secretary. Having lived in 
Victoria where the Arts were appreciated, it wasn’t long before the paucity of Art 

facilities on the Coast, saw Margaret embrace the dream of the Society to own their own 
building for the arts, to promote art and to sell paintings. When Malcolm Brooks was 
Mayor in 1974 the Society was asked to join the Council Committee working to establish 
an Arts Centre at Caroline Bay. Margaret was later to run with a campaign to have the 
Arts Centre at Caroline Bay built; from this the Multi Arts Confederation was 
established. Kincumber School of Arts was another project to save and protect. 

Further involvement within the local art community included the Gosford Sister City, 
Festival of Arts, Frogs Hollow Art Exhibition, Gosford Art Prize, Gosford Regional Show 
Margaret Smith Memorial Award Art Prize, as well as representing CCAS for the past 25 
years on the Gallery Advisory Group – to name a few. 

Margaret we thank you for the marvellous contribution of your time, knowledge and 
effort, and our very good wishes are extended to you for the future.   

Overall, the reports tabled by our Treasurer Caroline O’Dwyer and Membership & Social 
Secretary Marlene Palagyi, were positive.  The e-newsletter has helped reduce postage 
costs with almost a third of our members taking up this option; and the availability of 
Paypal at Exhibitions, and on-line membership/renewal has proven popular.   

We now have a change to the Office Bearers with Judith Hoste, President; Fran 
Mackey, Vice-President; Karen Williams, Secretary; our Treasurer remains as before, 
Caroline O’Dwyer.  All other committee members still hold their past positions.  Thank 
you to all of the Committee who undertook to stand for their respective positions, and 
those members who have come forward with offers of help.  

At the conclusion of the AGM Judith Hoste and Carolyn O’Dwyer presented beautiful 

floral bouquets to both Margaret Hardy and Frances Melrose, who also resigned from 
the Committee. Fran has been a member for 27 years, and acted in the role of Vice-
President, and for many years was our beloved ‘Tea Lady’ i.e.  Social Secretary. The 
Committee is looking forward to a great year ahead with lots of interesting things 
happening. 

          Judith Hoste, President 
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May workshop in the Japanese Gardens with Judith Hoste 

 

 

 
Town Crier opening the exhibition 
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CCAS Newsletter July 2016 

 

September Workshop 

 
Maureen Masterman, Nan Moore, Jeanette Totonjian 
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2017 

Summer Exhibition 

 

 

 
Sue Jokinen, Judith Hoste, Felicity O’Connor (guest speaker), Florbela Lopes, Jenny Brasch, Sam Blanks 
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Judith Hoste, Peter Fennell, Felicity O’Connor (guest speaker), Earl Hingston, Marlene Palagyi,  

Sue Jokinen 

Margaret Smith Memorial Award 

 
Judith Hoste, Francisco Pacheco (judge), Gwynneth Boyce (judge), Fran Mackey 
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Winter Exhibition 

 

 

 
Central Community News 29 June 2017 
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2018 

Summer Exhibition 

  

 

      
Leisl Tesch, Judith Hoste, Marlene Palagyi, Celeste Boonaerts                     Featured Artist  Sam Blanks 
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                       Caroline O’Dwyer                    Belinda Lindhardt                               Carol Avery   
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Winter Exhibition 

 

 

CASS Open Studio at Davistown Progress Hall 

 
Marlene Palagyi, Fran Mackey, Sam Blank, Camelle Denny, Susie Linigen, Lorraine Best, Judith Hoste, 

Rose Bickley, Richard Sakurovs 
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2019 

Summer Exhibition 

 

Combined Art Societies of Sydney’s ‘Art of Sydney’ Exhibition 2019 

CCAS members, Lorraine Best, Irene Collings, Camelle Denny, Judith Hoste, Susie 
Linigen, Danni Liu, Fran Mackey, Marlene Palagyi and Richard Sakurovs were selected 
for the Combined Art Societies of Sydney’s ‘Art of Sydney’ exhibition held at the 

Australian National Maritime Museum, Darling Harbour, in January 2019.  

At the presentation of Awards, Coleen Martin received her Honour Certificate as 
recognition for her dedication to CCAS since 1990.  Coleen has held the position of 
Publicity Officer since 1992. 
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Diana Garth from CASS presenting Coleen (on right) with her Certificate 

 

February workshop with Marlene Palagyi 
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MAC donation 

CCAS President Judith Hoste gratefully accepts a donation from MAC, presented by 
Margaret Hardy, the former President of MAC. 

MAC, The Multi Arts Confederation, was set up in 1983 to encourage and support the 
Arts on the Central Coast.  Unfortunately, MAC closed in 2019. 

 

 
Ingeborg Zotz, Marlene Palagyi, Judith Hoste, Margaret Hardy, Fran Mackey, Lorraine Best 

 

Winter Exhibition 
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2020 

Summer Exhibition 

 

 
Featured Artist Earl Hingston 
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Seniors Week 

Young at Heart with Art was held on Wednesday 19 February as part of the Central 
Coast Council’s 2020 Seniors Festival.  The workshop included pastel drawing with 

Judith Hoste, graphite drawing with Sam Blanks and watercolour on Yupo paper with 
Lorraine Best. 

 

 
Sam Blank, Lorraine Best, Judith Hoste 

 
COVID-19 caused the cancellation of all CCAS activities from April to August.  To keep 
members sane and informed and encouraged to carry on with their art at home during 
these months Newsletter Editor, Lorraine Best, with the assistance of Richard Sakurovs, 
produced fortnightly ‘Challenge’ newsletters. 

 

 
 

 

Peter Smeeth demonstrating with the use of the Society’s new camera and screen (October) 

 

Members thanked Treasurer Caroline O’Dwyer for sourcing the camera and screen and 
thus allowing a more effective viewing of the demonstrations. 
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2021 

Summer Exhibition 

 

 
Featured Artist Lorraine Best 

 

Saturday 26 June CCAS was back into COVID-19 Lockdown. As a consequence, the 
Winter Exhibition had to be cancelled. 

That was a sad note to end the first fifty years of the history of the CCAS.  

Julie Duell (Ferguson) was there at the first Society meeting in July 1971 and was still a 
member in July 2021.  Julie has been an inspiration over her 50 years membership. 

Who will be there when the Society celebrates 100 years? 
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Life Members 
Bill Ryan 1975  
Ena Douglas 1980  
Max Van Leeuwen 1981  
Charles McDonald 1982  
Betty McDonald 1982 

 
Ursula Old 1983 

 
Dot Wood 1984 
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Sid Wood 1984 

 
Margaret Hardy 1985 

 
Vic Johnson 1986 

 
Hal Paddle 1986  
Bev Peck 1991 
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Stella Palmer 1991 

 
Julie Duell 2000 

 
Joy Harvey 2006 
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Coleen Martin 2006 

 
Fran Melrose 2008 

 
Judith Hoste 2021 
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Presidents 
1971 Bill Ryan  

1972-73 to 1973-74 Earl Marchant 

 
1974-75 Alice Wade  

1975-76 to 1983-84 Charles McDonald  
1983-84 to 1984-85 Vic Johnson 

 
1985-86 Eileen Luton 

 
1985-86 Julie Ferguson (later Duell) 
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1986-87 to 2016-17 Margaret Hardy 

 
2016-17 - Judith Hoste 
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Vice Presidents 
1972-73 to 1974-75 Bill Ryan  

1974-75 Emil Sauvage  
1975-76 Edna Douglas  

1976-77 to 1978-79 Ursula Old 

 
1978-79 Edna Douglas  
1979-80 Robert Doyle  
1980-81 Clare Westaway  

1981-82 to 1982-83 Vic Johnson 

 
1983-84 to 1984-85 Hal Paddle  

1985-86 Julie Ferguson (later Duell) 

 
1985-86 to 1986-87   Nancy Baker  
1986-87 to 2001-02 Bernard Walsh 
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2002-03 to 2005-06 Dawn Smith 

 
2005-06 to 2008-09 Coleen Martin 

 
2009-10 to 2014-15 Fran Melrose 

 
2014-15 to 2016-17 Judith Hoste 

 
2016-17 to 2019-20 Fran Mackey 
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Secretaries 
1971 Sue Knight  

1972-73 to 1973-74 Joy Harvey 

 
1973-74 Peter Coombes  
1974-75 Betty Walker  
1974-75 Julie Ferguson (later Duell) 

 
1975-76 Bill Ryan  

1975-76 to 1978-79 Jim Rodgett  
1978-79 Narelle Ross Sampson  
1979-80 Gretel Bailey 

 
1980-81 to 1984-85 Margaret Hardy 
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1984-85 Bev Peck 

 
1985-86 Gardiner  

1987-88 to 1994-95 Bev Peck  
1994-95 Pauline Kuneman  
1995-96 Roma Stirling  
1996-97 Dorothy Bacon  
1997-98 Faye Lawrence  

1998-99 to 1999-2000 Margaret Hardy 

 
2000-01 Linda Gough  

2001-02 to 2015-16 Margaret Hardy  
2015-16 to 2018-19 Karen Williams 

 
2018-19 - Lorraine Best 
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Treasurers 
1972-73 to 1974-75 Max Van Leeuwen  
1974-75 to 1975-76 Bettina Weeks  

1976-77 Bern Fuckes  
1976-77 Bettina Weeks  

1977-78 to 1983-84 Betty McDonald 

 
1983-84 to 1986-87 Bill Terry 

 
1987-88 Jim Oliff  

1987-88 to 1996-97 Stella Palmer 

 
1997-98 to 2000-01 Ray Schwab  

2001-02 Bernard Walsh 

 
2002-03 to 2003-04 Catherine Bailey  
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2004-05 to 2012-13 Rod Smith 

 
2013-14 - Caroline O’dwyer 
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Assistant Treasurers 
1983-84 Sheila Upton  
1988-89 Jim Oliff 

 
1989-90 to 1991-92 Frank Wilsher  

1993-94 Coleen Martin 

 
1996-97 Ray Schwab  

1997-98 to 2000-01 Stella Palmer 

 
2003-04 to 2013-14 Fran Melrose 
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2013-14 to 2014-15 Ron Smith 

 
2014-15 to 2016-17 Judith Hoste 
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Newsletter Editors 
1975-76 Marijke Duell 

 
1977-78 to 1983-84 Ursula Old 

 
1983-84  Norah Paddle  
1984-85 Joan Lloyd  
1984-85 Norah Paddle  
1985-86 Hal Paddle  
1986-87 Nancy Baker  
1987-88 Rose Bickley 

 
1988-89 Lorna Oliff  

1989-90 to 1991-92 Milton Larven  
1992-93 Bev Peck 

 
1993-94 to 1995-96 Marcia Litchfield  
1995-96 to 1996-97 Betty Rowles  
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1997-98 to 1999-2000 Neville Byrne 

 
2000-01 Bernard Craft  

2001-02 to 2002-03 Alma Coombe 

 
2004-05 to 2011-12 Doug Wood 

 
2012-13 to 2014-15 Belinda Lindhardt 

 
2014-15 to 2017-18 Fran Mackey 
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2017-18 to 2018-19 Ingeborg Zotz 

 
2019-20 - Lorraine Best 
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Membership Secretaries 
1972-73 Esme Forbes  
1973-74 Morris Jensen  

1974-75 to 1976-77 Cliff Ross 

 
1976-77 Bill Whitten  

1977-78 to 1980-81 Dot Wood 

 
1981-82 Margaret Hardy 

 
1982-83 Ursula Old 
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1985-86 Bev Peck 

 
1985-86 to 1986-87 Joan Moore  
1987-88 to 1988-89 Bev Peck  
1995-96 to 1996-97 Chris Mitchell 

 
1997-98 to 1999-2000 Beverley Cooper  

2000-01 Johanna Withaar 

 
2001-02 to 2003-04 Lauron Piloty 
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2003-04 Jean McArthur 

 
2005-06-2006-07 Margaret Hardy  

2007-08 to 2008-09 Karen Medcalf 

 
2009-10 to 2010-11 Margaret Hardy  
2010-11 to 2011-12 Margaret Ward 

 
2012-13 to 2017-18 Marlene Palagyi 

 
2018-19 - Camelle Denny 
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Exhibition Coordinators 
1973-74 Jim Strutt  
1974-75 Neville Cooper  
1974-75 Dennis Wood  
1995-96 Sheila Todd 

 
1996-97 Nina Westaway 

 
1996-97 Gwen Neilley 

 
1997-98 to 2003-04 Amanda Powell 

 
2004-05 Alma Coombe 
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2004-05 Coleen Martin 

 
2005-06 Alma Coombe 

 
2005-06 to 2008-09 Marina Hookman 

 
2009-10 to 2010-11 Karen Medcalf 

 
2011-2012 to 2015-16 Faith Wiggin 
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2011-2012 to 2016-17 Judith Hoste 

 
2017-18 to 2019-20 Fran Mackey 

 
2020-21 Judith Hoste 

 
2020-21 Lorraine Best 

 
2021 - Carol Avery 
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Workshop Coordinators 
1972-1973 Carol Strutt 

 
1973-1974 Diane Medbury  
1973-1974 Bernice Tucker  

1974- Ena Douglas  
1979-1980 Clare Westaway  

1980- Sheila Upton  
1982- Helen Burford  

1984-1985 Joyce Wheatley  
1985-1986 Betty Campbell 

 
1986- 1987 to 1987-1988 Marjorie Crouch 
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1986-1987 Lola Vecsey 

 
1988-1989 to 1990-1991 Nina Westaway 

 
1988-1989 Lola Vecsey  
1993-1994 Lola Vecsey  

1994-1995 to 1996-1997 Nina Westaway  
1997-98 to 1917-1918 Fran Melrose 

 
1918-19 to 2021 Marlene Palagyi 
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Publicity Officers 
1971 Thomas Knight 

 
1972-73 Henry Heydeman  
1973-74 Betty Pike  
1974-75 Harry Spira  
1976-77 Marijke Duell 

 
1977-78 to 1978-79 Gill Pike  
1980-81 to 1982-83 Hal Paddle  
1983-84 to 1985-86 Douglas Vears  

1986-87 Kel Connell  
1988-89 Stella Palmer 

 
1989-90 to 1990-91 Robert Cameron  
1991-92 to 1993-94 Nina Westaway 

 
1994-95 - Coleen Martin 
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Paintout Coordinators 
1995-96 to 2005-06 Bernard Walsh 

 
2005-06 to 2008-09 Neville Byrne 

 
2009-10 - Rose Bickley 
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Web Masters 
2009-10 Doug Wood 

 
2009-10 to 2018-19 Belinda Lindhardt 

 
2019-20 - Lorraine Best 
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Librarians 
2002-03 to 2010-11 Jean Carney 

 
2010-11 to 2016-17 Sue Jokinen 

 
2017-18 - Lorraine Best 
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Gallery Representatives 
1997-98 Stella Palmer 

 
2001-02 to 2004-05 Dawn Smith 

 
2005-06 to 2013-14 Fran Melrose 

 
2013-14 Margaret Hardy 

 
 

 


