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Title: “Becoming Taiwanese: Narratives from Taiwan and Overseas”

Time: September 24 (Tue.) to September 26 (Thu.), 2024

Venue: Conference Hall, College of Liberal Arts, Kuang-Fu Campus, NCKU,
NCKU History Archives

National Museum of Taiwan Literature

National Museum of Taiwan History

Organizers:

NCKU Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences

NCKU Department of Taiwanese Literature

UC San Diego Center for Taiwan Studies,

NCKU Taiwan Studies Program

Co-organizers:

National Museum of Taiwan Literature

National Museum of Taiwan History

NCKU Department of History

UCSB Center for Taiwan Studies

Center for International Studies Taiwan & East Asia Studies Program University of St. Thomas
Advisory Organizations:

National Science and Technology Council

NCKU Office of Research and Development
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Taiwan holds a unique historical position and has been influenced by various international
cultures, from the 17th-century Dutch rule through the Ming and Qing dynasties and the Japanese
colonial period. After World War II, Taiwan returned to a government rooted in Han Chinese culture,
undergoing rapid economic growth and social transformation, while transitioning from martial law
to an era focused on the pursuit of democracy and freedom. Over the years, the studies of Taiwan
have evolved from debates surrounding "the revitalization of Chinese culture" to "de-Sinicization,"
and advanced from "showing Taiwan to the world" to "developing Taiwan Studies that belongs to
the world".

The Ministry of Education in Taiwan has been promoting “Taiwan Studies Project” for
nearly 20 years. It has cooperated with 42 prestigious universities across nine countries, dedicated to
organizing scholar exchanges, cultivating academic talents, planning out professional publications,
establishing knowledge databases and hosting academic activities. It has also supported schools
in setting up teaching resources for Taiwan Studies. In recent years, the National Science and
Technology Council has also worked to promote Taiwan Studies programs and train academic
faculty, enabling Taiwan Studies networks to prosper in the international academic community.
In the meantime, it seeks to nurture outstanding overseas talents in Taiwan-related humanities
and social sciences fields. Thanks to years of efforts, "Taiwan Studies" has made remarkable

achievements both domestically and internationally. However, there is still a need to establish a
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more extensive platform for conversations, allowing scholars from different fields to engage and
expand the scope of Taiwan Studies.

“Becoming Taiwanese: Narratives from Taiwan and Overseas’ focuses on topics surrounding
Taiwan Studies, connecting institutions and scholars engaged in Taiwan Studies from Taiwan and
overseas. Through series of sessions, it aims to explore Taiwan's unique regional characteristics and
various research dimensions, including history, culture, literature, and future developments. Along
with the event, our future goal is to publish a series of "International Taiwan Studies" books and
continue to collaborate with overseas academic institutions, promoting cross-country exchanges
and cooperation in Taiwan Studies. These would include faculty and researcher exchanges, student
exchanges, joint research projects, academic conferences and the publication of academic journals,
ultimately establishing a platform for diverse collaboration in Taiwan Studies, in hopes that "Taiwan
Studies" can gradually be distinguished from "Sinology," earning its place in Asian Studies and
gaining global attention.
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Keynote Speech Ko
There will be a total of 100 minutes for the keynote speech session.

* Moderator's introduction: 5 minutes

- Speaker's presentation: 70 minutes

- Moderator's conclusion + Q&A: 25 minutes

Presentation Sessions
- Please present according to the order in the agenda

- General discussion and Q&A will be hosted at the end of each session by the moderator

Sessions 1, 2, 3, and 4 (100 minutes each):
* Moderator's opening and introduction: 6 minutes
- Each Presenter 15 minutes + Discussant 8 minutes, not exceeding 23 minutes in total

- General discussion + Q&A: 25 minutes

Session 5 (80 minutes):
* Moderator's opening and introduction: 5 minutes
- Each Presenter: 15 minutes

- General discussion + Q&A: 15 minutes

Session 7:
* Moderator's opening and introduction: 5 minutes
- Each Presenter: 15 minutes

- General discussion + Q&A: 10 minutes

Procedural Rules

 For Presenters: One short bell will be rung 5 minutes before the time limit, and another two
short bells will be rung 1 minute before the time is up. Three short bells indicate the end of the
presentation, and one short bell will be rung every 1-minute exceeding time limit.

- For Discussants: One short bell will be rung 3 minutes before the time limit, and another two
short bells will be rung 1 minute before the time is up. Three short bells indicate the end of the
comment, and one short bell will be rung every 1-minute exceeding time limit.

* Once the time is up, a reminder sign will be shown to the speaker, and the speech should be
ended.
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2024 £ 9 A 24 H AR @8 —K
Day 1: Tuesday, September 24, 2024

EA
Event

09:20~ - . .
I
09:50 ¥R %I Registration
09:50~ § .
10:20 B %= 2 Opening Ceremony
HH#HE Keynote Speech
F+F A\ Moderator 1855 A\ Speaker 1855 T @ Presentation Topic
IR
Ping-Hui Liao
10:20~ PR T %L SEBIAMIN R ER B 1t 2
12:00 Yuh-Neu Chen B E ST IT EEMFT B E R EE
BN KRR R s FE AR Taiwan Studies: The American
Vice President, National Cheng Kung Chuan Lyu Endowed Connections
University Chair in Taiwan
Studies, University of
California, San Diego
12:00~
=
13:30 /fji/m\ Break

BR— | BEIEERZE T
General Session 1: Taiwan Studies Across the Ocean

ESSTN RN T EARRA
Moderator Presenter Topic Discussant
PRTH i
James Lin B (R I ] & 7 B g S Zi-Qiao Yang
S5 B 7 [ R R HY A A BUAZ G R R G B BT SE
JFE K022 2 B R A Agrarian Reform in Fir B ER 2%
Assistant Professor, Postwar Taiwan and the | Assistant Professor, Institute of Social
. Department of History, World Research and Cultural Studies, National
SR University of Washington Yang Ming Chiao Tung University
Mei-Ying Wu e
B S7 TR q d%?;
1330~ | i 28 2o e S
15-10 ~7 %bﬂj‘[‘[kﬁ%ﬁ%iéa = N E—P-{A\:E%E/ N
N H%%(*i AN S %ﬁ%&l\l:l@)\*“‘ﬁnﬁn/% %IJX
. L. . Hﬂﬁzigﬁnna/\y’ﬂ: o .
Distinguished TR 2 24 B FEHIAR AR Wen Liu
Professor, = Taiwan Extra and the | AHORAAFERE RIEZMAIEFTREIFTE E
Professor, Department . . .
Department . Future of Sinophone | Associate Research Fellow, Institute of
. of East Asian Languages . P
of Taiwanese . Studies Ethnology, Academia Sinica
. & Cultural Studies,
Literature, . . . .
. University of California,
National Cheng
. . Santa Barbara
Kung University p—
Nancy Guy Listening for Taiwanese Yo E
EBIHINAELEE 1 5 Environmental Chien-Chang Yang
PARLEL s Consciousness in EIRVA=3 PNz T BT e
Professor, Department Popular Music Associate Professor, Graduate Institute
of Music, University of | {E/i{T & IRIES of Musicology, National Taiwan
California, San Diego TEIRIE = University
15:10~
S|
15:30 IRJE Break
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General Session 2: Taiwan in the Island Chain —
New Perspectives on Archaeology, the Ocean, and Foreign Relations

BRAN
Presenter
AEARIEN
Chung-Ching Shiung
ERVARRZIp N =iy
ElEZ 653
Associate Professor,
Institute of
Archaeology, National

T
Topic

HEENERE S
BF7T
Archaeological
Research Questions
in the Ancient
Wanckan Inland Sea

EEEYN
Discussant

RS TE
Pei-De Kang
[B 37 2= AT # R 2 ST
FERT R
Professor, Graduate Institute
of Taiwan History, National
Taiwan Normal University

Cheng Kung University
B B W HACHISER © B
13:30~ | Yi-Chang Liu e Y Chien ERTEON A SEE
15:00 |BSIBOIARE | o e | RO Kaim Ang
TR Y Z Eﬁfig(% - Seeking Formosa for | HHRAFFTEE 21 SR FT Fr 3k
Distinguished » Two Centuries: How BRI =1
Assistant Professor, .
Professor, Department of History the Europeans Knew |  Adjunct Research Fellow,
Institute of National Cheng Kung’ Taiwan before the Institute of Taiwan History,
Archaeology, University Opening of Treaty Academia Sinica
National Cheng Ports
Kung University s BIsE
Chi-Chang Lee \  Ling-Ching Wu
B AR B o 18704\ %F:LEI?RZ!KE’\J EikvA %Zﬁﬂ@ejﬁng;@ﬁﬁ
PE SEEE | CLREBSWREE
Associate Professor. J apanes'e exp}oratlon Asso?late Profe.ssor, G'raduate
Department of History of Taiwan in the Institute of Taiwan History,
National Cheng Kung, 1870s Culture and Languages,
University National Kaohsiung Normal
University
115 5 lf()N PRE Break
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15:30~
17:10

EFEA
Moderator

i
Yao-Yuan
Yeh
EBIE 5T
Hr KRB
BFFT
Cullen Trust
for Higher
Education/
Fayez
Sarofim
Endowed
Chair in
International
Studies,
University of
St. Thomas
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Event

HR= " BRE () R — ZEANREES DR
Session 3: Crossing and (Re)Defining Borders — Taiwanese’ Mobility and Identity

RN Ea L IN
Presenter Topic Discussant
B Bl ixE A G
i e AR ER A% .
HEEE (Melissa Fu) HYEIHEA Li-Hsuan Chang
Phyllis Yu-Ting Huang BRES RLAK ﬂ{ B EIRVA=2 P23t 71173}
RO IS . FeFr I A%
. Searching for a Place to .
WER ) Associate Professor,
Call Home: Taiwanese .
Secretary General, . . . Graduate Institute of
. . American Writer Melissa . . .
Australasian Taiwan ) . . Taiwan Literature, National
Studies Association Fu s Literary Narratives Taiwan Universit
of the Chinese Civil War y
Migrants
ERHE
FHEE - 5 o Min-Xu Zhan
= G N = ’? N N .
Yi-Ting Chung _@g%gégf@ | | B A sons
IbEEE e 2025 | . - g A= 6
P Defining Formosan: .
FER Taiwanese Diaspora in the Associate Professor,
President, p Graduate Institute of Taiwan

North American Taiwan

United States

Literature and Transnational

Tung University

Studies Association 2025 during World War IT Cultural Studies, National
Chung Hsing University
JEEF
Grace Shiu-Ping Ying (GBI EEEERHE S5 8
EvAZHERS PN M) < HYEREE Harry Yi-Jui Wu
& BB TR A=t et BUSZ IR BRI %
R EEEEA The Development of B2
PhD Candidate, the Journal Taiwan ElE e
Institute of Social Christian United Press of Associate Professor,
Research North America Cross College Elite
and Cultural Studies, and the Rising Awareness | Program, National Cheng
National Yang Ming Chiao| of Self-determination Kung University
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55— K458 End of Conference (Day 1)
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Session 4: Humanities of Taiwan —
Diverse Perspectives on Ethnicity, Society, and Cultural Development

EXSIN BRA B N
Moderator Presenter Topic Discussant
BRZIE
Chia-Huang Chen BTEIRPRERES PRI
B N7 DR ER R B S 2 ENEEE Hui-Wen Hsu
EE 60 The Change in Sun Yuan- | 3/ ZEE2HEFTLE
Professor, Department heng's Attitude Towards | Research Fellow, National
of Chinese Literature, Taiwan's Indigenous Museum of Taiwan
National Cheng Kung Peoples Literature
University
FHE
Pei-Hsien . %ﬁu'fﬂ%%ﬂ%%% 9— *’EJ‘%‘%
Hsu Bl jﬂ%@ﬁg 5 (B ) EP Chih-Ching Yang
5% 57 25 T Shu-Fang Liao i A EVASIIEWN- =
k| BT R A HOW\DE Dacknane | T SCERILAIRE T
1530~ sRgfIe A el Create Light for the Pl
17:10 ¥ Associate Professor, & i Associate Professor,
. Dawn? — On Disease .
Professor, | Department of Taiwanese and Politics in Chen Graduate Institute of
Graduate |Literature, National Cheng Taiwan Literature and
. . Yaochang's "Island of . .
Institute Kung University Lisht" Innovation, National Chung
of Taiwan & Cheng University
History,
National HIGRTHAE R &8 T HT
Taiwan E T A NIKREE
Normal a1 DUE P g R i 4 e
= =T =]
University BlSTAR R A E R R Pei-Hsien Hsu
/\\\‘ I N L= S
Wen-Sung Chen %E%W EARVAE L EITE TN
BRI AR g, | rensformation of the & R T
- Concept of '"Taiwanese' =
S underpEarl Japanese P
Professor, . y Jap Professor,
. Colonial Rule: A Case .
Department of History, Study on Recipients Graduate Institute of
National Cheng Kung y P Taiwan History,
. . of Collaborator Medal . .
University . . National Taiwan
in Taiwan's Southwest Normal Universit
Badlands and Graduates y
of National Language
Schools
17:10

55— R4 %X End of Conference (Day 1)
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Day 2:Wednesday, September 25, 2024

N2 Event

#y %l Registration

LR MR E—2E R LR

F+F A\ Moderator

HRBE
Cheng-Ta Yang
BN AN RER NSO &
BEFRLFEE
Director, Research Center
for Humanities
and Social Sciences,
National Cheng Kung
University

General Session 5: Taiwan Studies Overseas
£ A\ Presenter

ZZHA ) Ming-Yeh T. Rawnsley
B R IR R EE I T L
Centre of Taiwan Studies, SOAS University of London

%%¥% Shu-Wen Tang
SR BRI T AR 2T L

Center for Taiwan Studies, University of Texas at Austin

Z%2.5% Howard Chiang
B 0PN RS E R 5 I B 7T

Center for Taiwan Studies, University of California, Santa Barbara

MRTF# JTames Lin
25 B 7 [ R R 2T A =

Taiwan Studies Program, University of Washington

10:30~
10:40

F+F A\ Moderator £ A\ Presenter

R JE Break

EEWEIT Yao-Yuan Yeh
ERE GBI KR EE AR E

14:00~

B Taiwan & East Asia Studies Program, University of St. Thomas
Eiloa };1%_5;% LI: ;% - A Ping-Hui Liao
a0 | S BRI T B SR B sl
X e Center for Taiwan Studies, University of California, San Diego
12:00 Associate Professor,
Department of = £ Phyllis Yu-Ting Huang
Taiwanese Literature, RO Z I e
National Cheng Kung Australasian Taiwan Studies Association (ATSA)
University #H'HJZ Yi-Ting Chung
IEEEE R
North American Taiwan Studies Association (NATSA)
12:00~
E\
14:00 IR JE Break

P BMRIEES | (F R SRR B B O R AT AR

General Session 6 -

Our Taiwan History: A Forum on Historical Memory and Contemporary Dialogue

15:00 = A7T Yu-Yuan Huang
BN Z R SR RERIT T B
Associate Research Fellow, National Museum of Taiwan History
15:00~
%\
15:10 KB Break
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N2 Event KA
15: 10~ 2 L= N . . . ?
16:30 2 5H B 7 Z 1 FE S 1EY)ER Visit to the National Museum of Taiwan History
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17:00 H 235 Self-guided tour
17:00 25 K45 End of Conference (Day 2)
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Day 3: Thursday, September 26, 2024

W Event
09:00~ . . .
sy 2
09:30 ¥} %l Registration
09:30 B3 EE SR EE ) =
09:45 Opening Talk

National Museum of Taiwan Literature

AL L BRI TR 2ER

General Session 7: Taiwan Studies from Transnational Perspectives

Department of Humanities
and Social Sciences,
National Science and
Technology Council

Application, National
University of Tainan

F 7 A\ Moderator %23 A\ Presenter =& Topic
Sabine Friihstiick
SN AR EE S 7
IIEEEIRE S MOUERFFE | Made in Taiwan: Global Storytelling,
E¥ ¢4 Childhood Memories, and Undergraduate
SR Distinguished Professor, Research in the 21st Century
" - 0 Department of East Asian | Z{& %7 | 21 ALV RERFEE ~ EFE
09:45~ Ming-Yeh T. Rawnsley P
1030 | s 1 pnsty 152 gane .| Languages & Cultural AL B A2 T
ORI S e Y
; - California, Santa Barbara
Research Associate, Centre EFCEE Mei i
of Taiwan Studies, SOAS = A e1—4\1\ng W v
e BIS7 IR R G 2 2 g e [ =
University of London R ZEEEATNEFETEE
o BT WZERRK
Distinguished Professor, C N« » .
. Imag(in)ing Home™ and Childhood Space
Department of Taiwanese in Contemporary Taiwanese Picturebooks
Literature, National Cheng porary
Kung University
10:30~
%\
10:50 RS Break
P . T ERENEEN G RN
M‘ﬂﬁ@r Pei-Jung Lin Ve A
RIS 2 15T
I EERIFTLE . . .
Strategies for Translating and Promoting
Assomate Research Fellow, . .
. Taiwanese Literature: A Decade of Work
National Museum of . .
. . by the National Museum of Taiwan
Taiwan Literature .
Literature
#RTEH Shuo-Bin Su FBIA Wan-Jung Wang | . e
Y /: % e = N = x N : i& i I 'EﬁE
EFHE R E G | M nal | TR B SR
A A G R 27T 3 TEFHE 2 H0% : S i~
Reflection on the Translation and Research
B i = Professor, Department . .o .
10:50~ Director General of Drama Creation and of Taiwanese Dramatic Literature in
11:50 ’ Multifaceted Community Settings in

Southern Taiwan

#kHA#$ Beng-Huat Lim
ERVAT RPN IS &=
ZiE LRIt E
Postdoctoral Research
Fellow, Research Center
for Humanities and Social
Sciences, National Cheng
Kung University

A
R R T CRREL R
Translator: The Emergence and
Development of Southeast Asian Migrant
Worker Literature
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11:30~ Wt & BRI, Closing Forum | ?
12:20 EER NS ak Llosing
12:20~
%\
1400 bk;u Break
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16:00 S5h BN E1E B2 EEBLZZ I Visit to the National Taiwan Museum of Literature
16:00 Wt & 4558 End of Conference
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Taiwan Studies: The American Connections

Ping-hui Liao
Chuan Lyu Endowed Chair Professor, UC San Diego

Abstract

My talk draws on four historical instances to illustrate the ways in which we may better
appreciate Taiwanese literary texts by considering their American connections. The first case in
mind is a new translation of Yang Chien-he’ s 1942 short story, “The Season When Flowers
Bloom,” by Yang s daughter and granddaughter. Not only did Yang herself reinterpret her early
work while living in the US, but she carried on conversations with her daughter and granddaughter
to offer new insights on her fiction by rehistoricizing Japanese Taiwan and the cold war island
under the KMT regime. A recent work by Wendy Cheng, Island X, is my next example, to reveal
how Taiwanese American students and public intellectuals have contributed to the democratization
processes back home. Wu Ming-yi’ s Land of Little Rain shows how a writer can be inspired by
work of Mary Austin, an American ecologist, in his further pursuit of a planetary intelligence. Wu
is certainly not alone here. A number of Taiwanese writers also explore the possibilities of using
google translator, synthetic biology, robotics, and so on to establish American and indeed global
connections. Tsai Po-chang’ s Solo Date, for one, was just being screened in Tainan.

Some of my full papers discussed here are posted on our website: Taiwan.ucsd.edu/research.
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In the Global Vanguard: Agrarian Development and the Making of Modern Taiwan

James Lin
Assistant Professor, Department of History, University of Washington

Abstract

In 1959, Taiwan dispatched its first overseas agricultural assistance mission to the Republic
of Vietnam. Consisting of highly decorated agricultural scientists and young farmers recruited
from rural Taiwan, the Taiwanese development teams established demonstration plots featuring
selected high yielding crops and taught Vietnamese rural farmers modern methods of planting and
cultivation. In the decades following, Taiwan sent development missions to over three dozen nations
and all corners of the Global South. Facing possible expulsion from the international system, Taiwan
turned to international development diplomacy, leveraging its success in cultivating a productive
agricultural economy at home. Couched in a discourse of scientific modernity, postcolonial
solidarity, and economic power, Taiwanese missions during the Cold War articulated a Taiwanese
model for the world. What began as diplomatic initiatives coalesced into a sociotechnical imaginary
placing Taiwan in the global vanguard of development, shaping Taiwanese identity at home and

entrenching the authoritarian hold of Taiwan’ s Kuomintang regime.

Keywords: development, agricultural science, rural reform, diplomacy, Vietnam, Africa
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Taiwan Extra and the Future of Sinophone Studies

Howard Chiang
Professor, Department of East Asian Languages
& Cultural Studies, University of California, Santa Barbara

Abstract

This talk proposes the notion of “extra-Taiwan” and “extra-Taiwaneseness’ as a new
strategy in Taiwan studies. This approach treats Taiwan as an epistemological condition, moves
beyond the geophysical constraints of Taiwan as a bounded entity, and considers cross-border
movements central to the construction of Taiwan and Taiwaneseness. The examples of diasporic
indigeneity, tea nationalism, indigenous queerness, and Taiwan studies programs/centers outside
Taiwan will illustrate how Taiwan studies as a field is already grasping with the notion of “extra-
Taiwan.” Such formulation shares with Sinophone studies the agenda to decenter various forms of
political hegemony (what I call the seven “original sins” ), including nationalism, essentialism,
imperialism, assimilationism, diaspora, disciplinary alienation, and heteronormativity. “Extra-
Taiwan” also moves Sinophone studies in a direction that exemplifies minor transnationalism at
its best: a type of minor transnationalism between two regions expressed outside those two original
locations. Political opportunities such as these will be one of the greatest challenges confronting

Taiwan studies in this century.
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Listening for Taiwanese Environmental Consciousness in Popular Music

Nancy Guy
Professor, Department of Music,
University of California, San Diego

Abstract

An overview of popular music produced in Taiwan since the 1980s evidences a concern with
the degradation of the physical environment. While some artists whose songs carry environmentalist
messages are on the margins of the pop mainstream, others are superstars, including Luo Dayou,
Wu Bai, Zhang Huimei, and Chen Sheng. This phenomenon contrasts with American popular music,
for example, whose producers tend to avoid environmental themes; if American pop singers take up

activist themes, it is typically only after achieving star status.

Environmentalist tropes in Taiwan pop songs range from brief textual or musical references
to entire songs that narrate the details of a polluted land- or waterscape. Issues of social and
environmental justice sometimes appear alongside mentions of garbage, polluted landscapes, and
degraded bodies of water.

This paper presents a brief historical overview and analysis of green themes in Taiwan's popular
music and suggests that such musical narrations have contributed to a sense of environmental
consciousness in Taiwan. As the Legal Planet has recently stated, "Pop culture is how many of
us process what's going on in the world." Music is a vital component of pop culture, yet the field
of Taiwan studies has been slow to listen to the music and sounds that are a vibrant part of life in
Taiwan. This paper offers an example of how critical listening to musical expression may offer

insights into influential expressive trends.
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Searching for a Place to Call Home:
Taiwanese American Writer Melissa Fu’s Literary Narratives of the Chinese Civil War
Migrants

Phyllis Yu-Ting Huang
Secretary General,
Australasian Taiwan Studies Association

Abstract

Since the 2000s, an increasing number of writers with Taiwanese family backgrounds but
residing outside Taiwan have begun writing about the island. These authors offer alternative
perspectives that enrich and complicate the notion of “Taiwanese identity.” This article explores
Taiwanese American writer Melissa Fu' s debut novel, Peach Blossom Spring (2022). Drawing
from her family history, the novel chronicles the journey of Meilin and her son Renshu fleeing from
China to Taiwan during the Chinese Civil War, spanning sixty-seven years until Meilin’ s passing.
While Meilin sees Taiwan as her home, Renshu builds his family and career in the US, yet struggles
to feel at home there. The novel grapples with how the characters’ traumatic experiences during
the Chinese Civil War shape their sense of identity and belonging.

Drawing on Dominic Meng-hsuan Yang s historical research on the trauma and narratives
of Taiwanese mainlanders, this paper argues that the mainlanders’ mindset depicted in the novel
diverges from the predominant themes in Taiwanese mainlander literature that often express
nostalgia for China or an identity struggle between China and Taiwan. Fu’ s novel highlights
mainlander characters’ unique identification with Taiwan. The sense of Taiwanese identification
in Peach Blossom Spring can be viewed as an imagined construct formed from afar, reflecting the
author’ s journey to comprehend Taiwan.

Bio:

Phyllis Yu-ting Huang received her PhD in Chinese Studies from Monash University, Australia.
She is a Research Affiliate at Monash University. She is also Vice President of the Australasian
Taiwan Studies Association (ATSA). She is the author of Literary Representations of “Mainlanders”
in Taiwan: Becoming Sinophone (Abingdon: Routledge, 2021). Her articles can be found in
Modern Chinese Literature and Culture, International Journal of Taiwan Studies, Archiv Orientélni,

Continuum, and Journal of Taiwan Literary Studies (Taiwan wenxue yanjiu xuebao).
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Defining Formosan:
Taiwanese Diaspora in the United States during World War I1

Yi-Ting Chung
President, North American
Taiwan Studies Association 2025

Abstract

Were Taiwanese migrants considered Japanese or Chinese by the US government during
World War II? Prior to the onset of the Pacific War, migration flows from Taiwan were subject to
the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, even after Taiwan became a Japanese colony in 1895. This
was because the restrictive regulation excluded Chinese migrants based on ethnicity rather than
nationality. To the US legal apparatus, Taiwanese migrants’  “Chinese ethnicity” inexorably
eclipsed their “Japanese nationality.” The US declaration of war against Japan, however, called
for a renewed understanding of Japanese colonial subjects in the US that could distinguish friends
from foes and identify subjects to be mobilized from those to be interned.

Tracing the life trajectories of the US Taiwanese diasporas, this paper explores how the onset
of the Pacific War prompted both the US government and the Taiwanese migrants to reassess the
latter’ s relationship with the Japanese empire. As a result of the Chinese Exclusion Act, only a
selected few of Taiwanese migrants—usually students pursuing higher education—made their way
across the Pacific before 1945. As far as the documents holds, only five identifiable Taiwanese
individuals were present in North America during WWIIL: James King ( £ #& BH ), Ai-Chih Tsai
(Z E %), Khe-Beng Chiong ( ## B FH ), Chiung T. Ling ( #K {i] 58 ), and Ah-Hsin Tsai ( % 1]
1% ). Focusing on the life odyssey of Rev. Ai-Chih Tsai (1913-1998), this paper examines how he
and his brother-in-law, Khe-Beng Chiong, sought to redefine their legal status in wartime America,
highlighting the liminality of Taiwanese classified as “ethnic Chinese with Japanese nationality.”
On a broader scale, this paper argues that the Taiwanese case illustrates not only the inconsistency
of the US categorization but the agency of colonial migrants in precarious conditions of legal

uncertainty.

Keywords: US Taiwanese diaspora, WWII, Chinese ethnicity, Japanese nationality
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International Journal of Taiwan Studies and Global Taiwan Studies

Author
Affiliation (School/Institution) / Position

Dr Ming-Yeh T. Rawnsley
Research Associate, SOAS University of London
Editor-in-Chief, International Journal of Taiwan Studies

Abstract

The International Journal of Taiwan Studies (IJTS) is the first internationally collaborative,
multidisciplinary, and peer-reviewed academic research journal in English dedicated to Taiwan and
Taiwan-related topics. Printed twice a year in March and September, this journal publishes articles
across the disciplinary divide—the social sciences, arts, and humanities—as well as articles that
adopt an interdisciplinary perspective. The IJTS prides itself on disseminating cutting-edge, peer-
reviewed quality research on Taiwan for the academic community and policymakers.

The discussions to establish the IJTS were closely intertwined with the development of Taiwan
studies overseas, especially the growth of the European Association of Taiwan Studies (EATS,
established in 2004) and the World Congress of Taiwan Studies (WCTS, initiated by Academia
Sinica in 2012) in the mid-2010s. Since the launch of the IJTS in 2018, the journal has cultivated
further support from several regional/international Taiwan studies associations and organizations,
including the North American Taiwan Studies Association (NATSA, established in 1995), the Japan
Association for Taiwan Studies (JATS, established in 1998), and the Australasian Taiwan Studies
Association (ATSA, established in 2021). Therefore, it can be argued that the performance of the
International Journal of Taiwan Studies has offered us an insight into the health and trajectories of
global Taiwan studies communities.

This paper will first map out the relationship between the IJTS and various overseas Taiwan
studies institutions—EATS, WCTS, NATSA, JATS, ATSA and more—and contemplate on how
the field of Taiwan studies outside Taiwan is evolving toward its current development. I will then
offer an observation about the trends of global Taiwan studies based on the articles submitted to and
published in the IJTS over the past seven years. In conclusion, I contend that today, the study of
Taiwan is no longer confined within ethnography or area studies. Taiwan studies has expanded at a
vibrant pace, with research moving beyond the island’ s diplomatic weakness, economic strength,
and cross-strait challenges to position Taiwan within discourses about the global, the regional, and
the local. Exciting new themes—such as LGBTQ, Indigeneity, Sinophone studies, to name just a
few—constantly deepen our perspectives on Taiwan while at the same time broaden Taiwanese

worldviews.

Keywords: IJTS, Taiwan studies associations, global Taiwan studies, publications
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Taiwan & East Asia Studies Program (TEASP) at the University of St. Thomas,
Houston B9 5 IR S 28 B i 7E5t

ESEER T N B 30 i 1L 1T 6

Taiwan & East Asia Studies Program

N g Center for International Studies
q University of St. Thomas

Taiwan & East Asia Studies Program (TEASP) at
the University of St. Thomas, Houston

<RSI AR E BRI e TE

Dr. Yao-Yuan Yeh (E#5T)

Professor and Endowed Chair in International Studies
Department Chair of International Studies & Modern Languages
Department Chair of Political Science
Director of TEASP
Director of the Mandarin Center
University of St. Thomas, Houston

Resources for Taiwan Studies and Outreach

* Ministry of Education — Taiwan Studies Grants

* Community Friends — Operating, Scholarships, Event
Sponsorship

* US Dept. of Education — UISFL Grants
* Full Support of the University of St. Thomas

* Ministry of Foreign Affairs — Annual Taiwan Conference
and Study Abroad

* Consortium for Study Abroad in Taiwan (MOE, Fulbright
Taiwan, FICHET)

* Community Organizations - Co-Sponsorship of Events
* Auxiliary Revenue
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Next Stage
* Curriculum
* A minor program focusing on Cyber and Regional Security in
East Asia

* A concentration on Taiwan & East Asia Security Studies in the
Master of Diplomacy and Strategic Affairs Program (MDSA)

* Expansion through Staffing
* Me
* Recruited an HK/China expert as an Associate Professor of

International Studies (Dr. Stan Wong, Ph.D. in Political Science
from UCLA)

* A new assistant professor of Taiwan Studies (Dr. Ting-Wei
Weng, Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of
Houston)

* Mandarin Lecturer (Prof. Ssu-Jou Cho, MA at NTHU)

* Mandarin Manager (Ms. Ruo-Ying Hsieh)

* Mandarin Center Coordinator (Ms. Therese Chen)“

w

niw
Init

Signing Ceremony of the Third Phase
of Taiwan Studies Grant (2024-2029)
on August 15, 2024
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TEAS Program Mission

The TEAS Program inspires students and community friends to
become active citizen diplomats (people-to-people diplomacy)
for the University and Houston by reinforcing the ties that bind
the people of the US and Taiwan.

We educate current and future leaders about the importance of
Taiwan to the national security interest of the United States as a
vibrant democracy and important trade and security partner.

We view Taiwan as the gateway to understanding and studying
East Asian cultures and languages. Our community is thus
empowered to be active agents for positive change in
diplomacy, commerce, and cultural exchange.

BB Center for Intemational Studies
QY. Tuiwan & Fast Asi

st Asia Studies Program
University of St. Thomsas

Brief History of TEASP

2 |2004  Launch of Taiwan & Global Affairs occasional seminars
§ 2005  First Taiwan Studies Course (study abroad)—- Contemporary Taiwan
5 2006  Sister School: National Cheng Chi University
3 |2011 Launch of annual American & Global Studies Collogium for
_g Taiwan university students (US culture, politics, foreign relations)
8
2014 Founding of the US-Taiwan Initiative
1t UISFL Grant
g Sister Schools: Chia Nan University and Wenzao Ursuline University
i_é. 2016  Founding of the Taiwan & East Asia Studies Program
§ 3-year Taiwan Studies Grant (MOE, Stage 1)
2 27 UISFL Grant (US DOE)
é Launch East Asia Studies Minor Program
2018 Launch Specialized Mandarin Training for Houston Police Department
3 UISFL Grant (US DOE)

BB Center for Intemational Studies
QY. Tuiwan & Fast Asia Studies Program
L

niversity of St. Thomas
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Mission & Capacity Expansion

Brief History of TEASP

2019  5-year Taiwan Studies Grant (MOE, Stage 2)

15t Mandarin and Cultural Internship for the Houston Police
Department

2021 Forming the Mandarin Center of the Universities of St. Thomas and
Wenzao Ursuline (MOE BEST Huayu Grant, from 2021-2027)

2022  Start sending semester-based exchange students to Taiwan to learn
Mandarin

2023 2" Mandarin and Cultural Internship for the Houston Police
Department

Sister Schools: Soochow University, Fu Jen University, Tamkang
University, Tunghai University

2024  5-year Taiwan Studies Grant (MOE, Stage 3)
4th UISFL Grant (US DOE)

BB Center for Intemational Studies
Q. Tuiwan & East Asia Studies Program
(

niversity of St. Thomas

TEASP Achievements, 2019-2024

* Taiwan Studies courses and enrollments: 17 courses were taught, and 195
students enrolled in these courses.

* Taiwan Studies graduates: 23 BA degree graduates completed the East Asia
Studies minor.

* Scholarly visits and academic activities: 18 lectures/conferences were
conducted with 1,257 participants in these events.

* Publication: 3 books, 12 book chapters, 40 peer-reviewed journal articles, 70
policy papers

* Education exchange to Taiwan: 29 students and 14 police officers studying
Mandarin from the Houston Police Department received the Taiwan Studies
scholarship and studied in Taiwan (this operation was not conducted during
the COVID-19 pandemic).

BB Center for Intemational Studies
QY. Tuiwan & Fast Asia Studies Program
L

niversity of St. Thomas
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Relationships Make All the Difference

TECO
Education \
—— Foreign Affairs /‘ e
2 ‘ OCAC / &
! s — [ Gov, Indust
( University of St. | — 4 I'Y,
\ Thomas / e Ty | and Community
; 4 ? Leaders
e il ( Common ] g
Interests
/" North Americaand A . [ X
| Taiwan University ) / \ [ Talwanese-Arr}encan \
\ Partnerships ,“ { . \ | Community
/ Community | . Organizations
4 NGOs J \

OB Center for Intemational Studies
QY. Tuiwan & Fast Asia Studies Program
University of St. Thomas

Curriculum, Program, and Scholarly Exchange

* Program
* East Asia Studies Program and minor (Taiwan studies track) 2017

e Curriculum
* INST 4376 Contemporary Taiwan
* INST 4393 Asian Art & Culture
* INST 4381 International Security in East Asia
* INST 4360 Perspectives on Modern China and Taiwan
* INST 4393 Culture and Philosophy on Taiwan

* CHIN courses are taught by a Taiwan-educated instructor (through
intermediate)

* Student and Scholar Programming
* One major conference each semester (alternating MOE and MOFA)
« Annually receive a US-based lecturer and one visiting Taiwan-based lecturer

* 2023. Public Opinion, Policy Responses, and Party Politics under the COVID-19
Pandemic: Examining Taiwan and Its Strategic Neighbors. Lexington Books.

* 2019. Taiwan: The Development of an Asian Tiger. Lynne Rienner Publishers.
* Host Taiwan university student delegations
* Summer incoming and outgoing student groups (internship and seminar credits)
Bl Center for International Studies

q w Taiwan & East Asia Studies Program
~% University of St. Thomas
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Next Stage

e Curriculum

* A minor program focusing on Cyber and Regional Security in
East Asia

* A concentration on Taiwan & East Asia Security Studies in the
Master of Diplomacy and Strategic Affairs Program (MDSA)

* Expansion through Staffing
* Me
* Recruited an HK/China expert as an Associate Professor of

International Studies (Dr. Stan Wong, Ph.D. in Political Science
from UCLA)

* A new assistant professor of Taiwan Studies (Dr. Ting-Wei
Weng, Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of
Houston)

* Mandarin Lecturer (Prof. Ssu-Jou Cho, MA at NTHU)

» Mandarin Manager (Ms. Ruo-Ying Hsieh)

* Mandarin Center Coordinator (Ms. Therese Chen)ﬂ
¥}

B Center for Intemational Studies
£y, Taiwan & East Asia Studies Program

University of St. Thomas

1% 39



e S [ {23 L M (PN g A = LA N AW e
|2 N7 S T R B DB 2024.09

ZFREEFRAME—D T2@FES ) SENAIEYE  RMFREARERILE - #
gAAE P@%EE‘:FEE%J (Doing history in the museums) EAEZE LT o i VS
SURHERE ~ smAlEEER ~ SRR~ BE R~ EGEEFH G2 bl HEEEERE LA
LB o

FMEE - RAMREZESRBESUEERE A mREEt g my EGRE - BERdH
W ERARK o HEERESLEN=RKEETH > BEMRHEEEYE > BEOT .

1. Hb75RIERELH R

2R EL T GEr AR

+ BIZCHEREIRE (U RIECEESR) BB SUERIRE (culture.tw)
+ SCHULAE + SR B TTE N7 2= T PE S 1) BE B (nmith.gov.tw)

+ [RAERHTT EEEHE + SUEREE

I.t %
2. FHRBURBLARRK

FANZEE SR https://www.nmth.gov.tw/News_Content. aspx"n—7426&s—203672
EERBRAMENAER  GREE  MEEEGTIEELE - PR - FER

We Can Help : Z{ETBIEE x BEZOVEGRE - T HiTR - 2E0HE (EEE@
L1EYIEE)  (nmth.gov.tw)

[FIfEAE SR EIEE - B AR

(BERTMFE—ESLEESE L SFR) ENUFEEETDRR) B 2EER
YieE - AR SBAEE (nmth.gov.tw)

BEBMEER RIS - MEESEM) Z@E 2R (nmth.gov.tw)

-ﬂﬂ «-uu

40 e Aozt



3. REPREMLAL i (v 5
ZEN - ZFRIEE - Z2EEREESE (nmth.gov.tw) o).
BETEET  EETE -HE mth.govtw) HIZFHES  BEZAIEELHETS) K
LR EE - RGBT ?
+ B E BT

+ MEETERIEE - & H (nmth.gov.tw)

AR [ 5 B [ <7 2 S TR B - R BLBATRE R (nmith.gov.tw)

e 41



Made in Taiwan: Global Storytelling,
Childhood Memories, andStudent Research in the 21st Century

Sabine Friihstiick
Distinguished Professor,
Department of East Asian Languages & Cultural Studies,
University of California,
Santa Barbara

Abstract

‘Made in Taiwan’ is a digital archive of interviews conducted by undergraduate students
worldwidewith people who grew up in Taiwan about their childhood memories. We began the
project in 2020 as an optional assignment in undergraduate classes on ethnographic methods.
All undergraduates at UCSB are eligible to take these courses and participate in the ‘Made
in Taiwan’ project although most students major in the social sciences or humanities. The
assignment is an interview with a person who grew up in Taiwan about their childhood memories.
The audio recording of the interview is incorporated into our archive, an open access database of
interviews that can be listened to by anybody around the world but not downloaded. (All names are
pseudonyms.) Each instructor, no matter at which institution, is responsible for ensuring students
follow their institution’ s version of Institutional Review Boards (IRB) procedures. Whereas most
students don’ t ask directly about Taiwanese or any other identity, interviewees share a lot about
how they believe the cultural and social aspects of their upbringing in Taiwan has shaped their
personalities, characters, and lives.

I hope that what we have learned about global storytelling, childhood, memory, and pedagogy
in this project will inspire some of you to collaborate on Made in Taiwan at the Center for Taiwan

Studies of the University of California, Santa Barbara.
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Imag(in)ing ‘“‘Home” and Childhood Space in Contemporary
Taiwanese Picturebooks

Andrea Mei-Ying Wu
Distinguished Professor, Department of Taiwanese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

While the concept of home has been extensively explored across various intellectual disciplines,
children’ s literature scholars are particularly interested in examining how discourses of home
influence understandings of subjectivity, cultural identity, and national identity. A notable example
of this scholarly focus is Ciara Ni Bhroin’ s 2021 publication, Discourses of Home and Homeland
in Irish Children’ s Fiction, 1990-2012. Home Words: Discourses of Children’ s Literature in
Canada, a 2008 pioneering monograph, is another seminal work which explores the intricate and
multifaceted meanings of “home” in both classical and contemporary children’ s literature,
inviting readers to reconsider notions of home in light of evolving childhood experiences in the 21st
century. Both monographs reveal that the discourse surrounding “home” in juvenile publications
is neither straightforward nor transparent, but metaphorical and problematic, brimming with cultural
imaginations, identity (re)configurations, and sociopolitical implications.

In line with the critical exploration of “home” discourse in children’ s literature, this
paper aims to investigate how the concepts of home and its relationship with childhood spaces are
represented, contested, and renegotiated in Taiwanese picturebooks published in recent decades. The
analysis will focus on Hsin-Yu Sun’ s two award-winning wordless picturebooks, Yi ri you (A Trip
from the Zoo) and Wu hou (One Afternoon), as well as Lien-An Lin’ s Home, which received the
Bologna Agazzi Award for fiction. These picturebooks portray “home” not merely as a prosaic
and safe dwelling for children but as a fluid and dynamic “cultural zone” where the child is
often depicted as a mobile subject encountering and envisioning multiple identities and childhood
landscapes in an ever-evolving world. Through their visual narratives, these books challenge
traditional notions of home, suggesting that it extends beyond domestic spaces to include lived
experiences of the child in open environments—such as streets, neighborhoods, parks, and metros.
This approach underscores the shifting and expanding meanings of home while also evoking a

nostalgic yearning for safety, stability, and secure relation for both children and adults.

Keywords: home, childhood, picturebook, Hsin-Yu Sun, Lien-An Lin
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Translator: The Emergence and Development of Southeast Asian Migrant Worker Literature

Beng-huat, Lim
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Centre for Humanities and Social Sciences, National Cheng
Kung University

Abstract

Since Taiwan began allowing foreign migrant workers and transnational marriages in 1989,
these policies have boosted labor supply and cultural interactions. There are about 852,000 migrant
workers in Taiwan, making them the fifth largest demographic group. Despite their numbers and
visibility, they often lack significant recognition and voice in Taiwanese society. Hong Tzu-hui
notes that while migrant workers are officially "new residents," they face social indifference and
limited agency. Hong suggests that translation can facilitate cross-cultural dialogue, offering a
means to critique and reframe Taiwan's narratives about its cultural origins. This paper examines
the development of Southeast Asian migrant worker literature and the impact of the "Migrant
Worker Literature Award." These awards provide a crucial platform for migrant workers to express
themselves, challenge stereotypes, and expand their narrative opportunities. By analyzing this
literature, the paper aims to highlight the complex identities and challenges of migrant workers in

Taiwan and to enhance understanding of migrant policies and societal attitudes.

Keywords: migrant workers, Taiwan society, Southeast Asia, translation, Migrant Worker

Literature Award
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B &kt Appendix

I. Introduction of the Chinese Language Center of National Cheng Kung University

The Chinese Language Center (hence, CLC) of National Cheng Kung University (NCKU),
Tainan, Taiwan, was established in 1982, offering a complete Chinese language program to promote
the learning of Chinese language and cultural exchange to international students. The CLC receives
more than 1,000 international students of all ages from over 50 different countries annually.

The CLC has been evaluated by the Ministry of Education, Taiwan, as a Grade A Language
Institute of Chinese. Its educational quality has also been recognized by the American Councils
for International Education. It has been selected as one of the host institutes of Chinese Learning
for American students in the Critical Language Scholarship and Flagship Scholarship Programs,
sponsored by U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Department of Defense. The CLC is also
collaborating with many top universities in the world, such as the University of California, Irvine
(USA), University of Edinburgh (UK), University of Nottingham (UK), Eberhard Karl University
of Tiibingen (Germany), University of Auckland (NZ), University of Melbourne (Australia), Kansai
University (Japan) in offering study-abroad programs for their students.

The center has more than 23 full-time language instructors and over 11 administrative staff to

facilitate students’ learning on campus.

I1. Curriculum Design

The CLC offers a complete curriculum from pre-novice (Level A) to advanced (Level I)
levels to suit the needs of students with different backgrounds and experiences. The CLC runs the
program on a quarter system, with four quarters of a year. Each quarter features 10 or 11 weeks of
courses. A full-time student is required to take at least 15 hours of classes per week during a quarter.
The 15 hours is formed by a required comprehensive four-skill small-group course of 10 hours
and 3 to 4 elective courses, 2 hours each, of students’ choices from different themes, including
communication/speaking, grammar/syntax, reading & writing, and cultures.

The CLC features an immersion learning environment, using Chinese as the primary medium
of instruction and communication. The textbooks are mainly in traditional Chinese characters
with supportive teaching aids in simplified characters. All the courses emphasize interaction and
authentic materials to help students use the target language for real-life communication. Cultural
activities and language contests are held every quarter to bring fun and societal knowledge to
learning. The maximum number for each class is 13 to ensure an interactive language teaching and
learning environment.

Applicants to the CLC program will first take a placement test to be allocated into the
appropriate level of courses. A certificate of course completion will be issued to full-time students

who successfully pass the evaluation of each course taken in a quarter.
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More information about the CLC and its programs is available from the website at: https://kclc.
ncku.edu.tw/en/about_us
CLC Introduction Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VZHEK7NQNS§

Introduction Video Showcasing a Live Teaching Session at the CLC:
https://youtu.be/F8pmo4_OeCE
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