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jhe film version, .made by i>ara­

,, .·.·· t, will open a we:1£.'s engag+m�nt 
}he �b-eum theatiJi Mon�. It 
j/jarf; talklng. ' , , . · • · I ' 

ifih1,r has been gi\if'n an 1µ11111ual 
prfl(iµctton, - according ito all reporta. 

·•e. �e it ls a comedy, �o hint o(s!ap-
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e; pm:sqn;Ily supe� the _pr(\d®tlon'., I· · an'<t saw to it that her, story bec,µne a . i
' . comedy-dra·

� 
of lqvf and ' 

bowing the wrong dohe by 1 · derstand! and bigotry. . 
· drama.ti . moments· fill '

i h!l lighter incidents: have 
orgottell', by any ·means . 

. o. II QOmedy i rests . on . the 
oulders of · three p!e,yers, thl>f!e. 
·. g the roles of Sarah, thei d 

tisekeeper, and M;. :and Mrs •. 1s 
heo, . · · · I ' 

V
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.  
emi

.
. ng, who directed : 
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e · 1featured p1ayers include 1Je 

olt, Qharles.ROgfrs, Nancy,C 
' J. )!'arreIJ MacDonald, Betm 

Ida Kramer Oamull11& Pre 
anova, :if tck Cogley i a 

'�.· BIALTO 
MOND4l' and 'TUESDAl' . 
· FBED''l'B;·· P�ON

. . · In . , • ...• 
"DON · E" . , 
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Policy at Keith­
rings Fallloua 
"'ta He�· 

.· r �oore'a. orchestra ls one 
,flll'8t type of acta Of Ulla 
'_. :Proft!!IISOr" Moore la known 

tertalllment world aa Cali· · 
ot ' Harmony and hla ., have been aceepted �. charter 

led, as the "Harmony King of emberr. or lhe Three Score land Ten 
a a.nd His_ Prllleet< or Syn- f_lub. A)!ea range lrom 70 to_ 11°1 · 
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pres, where such campllc&Uona ena,. v 
aa

_ 
to make tbeh' former trouble 1,p--

1
· epc;:

pear u nothing. I. i:: 
An uotle dancer at the Polle. &!'-'. , 

0 pa.rently concelnoi a. �ent a.ttect.loll'\ B n pens for the young husband, and the mia· , aJl 
· guided youth, yielding to · her b!An· I 

· R. H dlshments under the pique o! a quar- i . 

Or un ere I rel with his wlte, fin& him.!lelf In hilt 
!_ Fil E. water which .swiftly approa.ches bOII- : m 

• ,:.··' · . 
ln

�:m!:tuated by jwous;, llattn
<(

I pati, 
•f .M' Avoy Appears in Lat- �l�n� �=\t��C:S �11i:nn:1da 1 -; .!it Comedy, 'Stolen herself In a llltuat.lon which almoat 

Kissel'!' equal., that of her luck!- hu.aba.nd. 
The bringing of the lrll.s(:r!bltold rath­
er-In-law starts a series 41f events 

Tia ICl' 
Waring's 
moat not 
of Its� IS ONE OF SMARTEST which soon get out or hand. and start 

P.ICTURES OF SEASON, off on a mMI career lmpllcatlnr the tremendoo 
· : old gentleman and hi> .timid male comedy tll · -.--: secretary as well as the young follta. 

Being ·Shown at Orpheum . The fun of "Stolen KlSSIIS" l.s ta&l tlon," at 
row, a.!for 
to e.nalyu For Firet Half of This i and furious. 

Week TOM MIX TO GALLOP form of n
• • they are 

THE CAST ACROSS SCREEN HERE I ranltlnl! !I 
Ma}I Lambert . . . . . . . . Ma.y McA voy \ A •tudy 
Hal Lambert . . . Hallam Cooley Rlding hls wonder horse, Tony. ' comblno.UI H. A. Lambert, Br.··········· • Tom Mix will gallop aero&'! the ,icreen men Ls a, Charles Oilllngwater 
Franchon 111 Vere .... Edna Murphy .it the State theatre next week ln one director. lr 
Jack Harding Reed Howe· ol U1at pair's most absorbing ad,•en- thtUl.lum 
Nanette ...... ·:. ·::: ·.'.'.' :'\.gnes Prune; t.ure talcs. "The Drlller." ���:1::,/ Hoyt .- ..... •,, •. -. , . . . Arthur Hoyt Kiddies and adults nlllr.o w!ll t!nd Tho br, Ma,-xot · · · · · · · · · · · · · · Phyllis Crane whole-hearted enjoyment Ip the bbnrre 01 

May McAvoy opens at the Orphcum countless stunts In which Tom par- three tnm 

theatre, Monday for three days In tklpates In u,e new F'BO !er.ture. ��h:
u

�:i, 
her la.test, smartest and most unroar- · 11,eso thrills Include Tom·• cour- cello-llke I 
lo�.

 
y runny comedy, "Stolen Klsse;" ageous ride on the wings of an air- are mello• 

plane. the pllot o! which seel:a to clever Ull c 
one o! the sea.son's biggest laugh hits. shake him oft by dare-devll atunt- plo.yer, fol 

In the play "the tiny Ind v goo, to lng; his rtght to keep r,o,,,,esslon or effort, pla 
Paris with lier misunderstood and ' a mysterl0U!! white mule, the only strument­
rnls�dersta.ndlng husband. malnlr llv)ng being which knows the way banjo pla 
to escape embarrassing · gossip In tct' a hidden mine. &nd hlo flsUc en- thm, also 
their home town relative to the sup-, cpunters wlth a gang or despcra.doa addlnll' tr 
poottlous arrival or an heir To es- ,who secretly rue a band ol oll.l"coUc membm' o 
cape talk the groom's grouchy rather i

G
ler5. 

l 
l!QUa.lly c, 

sa!ls with the young folks !or the , Par,iclpaUng ln the thrills o! "Tht cla.rl.net.s • 
world's amu,,ement center. i r" are Dorothy Dwan, Barney or auaph, 

A:rrlved in the F'rench capllal,"the. Purev. Al Smith, Berna rd BOiden,: prano to U 
couple go to one of the hectic per- 'Ernest W!L,on, •Frnnk Austin, Jo, I traps and 
fn,-tnanr"., .-t th"' f.,..,....,.,.,., tn,-,h- n-- rt•-•----- ___ .:1 �,,,._ . ...,. -- '--
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LOCALNET;rn .,-; 
ACES ,PLA���; �· !
RO AD T.R Ilr 'l'Wo bowling bouta ate on the pro- standing oi the teamtl 1n the 

· i\ gram tonight at tbe Academy al• Academy Duck-Pin League: 

Inman Given 
Release By 

Stuart Nine ., 
Huntington Tennis Club Te� leyls. TM Academy CUbs. women otub w. L. 

to lnvadt..Charleston and 'i champ& of the .Tr1-Sta.te, will meet Heiner's :Boys ................ 6 4 
_ Beckley Courts ·) tbf C. � o. boys, while Dom's Spe. Nickel Plant • · .. • • . • • · · ••. • • • 5 4 

, cials will meet the C. & O. Bw:ll:• Shank's OU . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 4 
The Huntington Tenn!J! Club iea,l, bi.tbs. Both ga.mes will start at 8 ��� �

v
� . '.::: : : : : : : ! ;composed of �al of the st� o'clock. 

· 
Penn Ta.ble •...............• 4 s 

players In the city, will ma.Ire � 

Clamle Inman, who has been &l• 
ternatlng at shortstop and -d · 
ba&e for the Huntington Boollters, ln 
the. Tri-State League, has been giv• 
en his uncondltlona.l releue by JQbn. 
ny Stuart. 

Irunan l.s the first o! the Booster 
fll'!lt ''rO&d trip» ot the present eq6n Captain Frank Bla.g\'s Trl•State 
when tbey lnve.de · Charle5tQn __ an(l pennant winners, tpe Academy Aces, 
,Beekley thls week-end. ' · . ' ! will also be on the clrlves this eve-

AOADD<Y nuox PIN U.O,GUE "regulars" to hear the rattle of the 

The Booster boya will· leave Hunt_- ning meet� "COot" Meslil!rsmlth's lngton Saturday .at ll2(m for the - ' 
C&pltof' tlity, where thll'f are ached-- .Ca.mayo qwntet. Thia will be the 
Ultld to nleet the star players on.toe 'final mate!> or the season in the Tri· 
Oll/',rleston Tennla _ Club courtB;, .the state circuit. It was announced la.at 
!Wiltcbes starting at 2 o'cll>ck. 
• On Sunday morning the H tin • night that the A c  es. Including 
ton team will play the crack �ckl:y "Hefty" Edwards, John Straley, Joe 
tennis team, at Beckley. This" will Biagi, C. Ridgley, Eddie Sheppherd 
give the local players an opportui:utj, and Capt, F. Biagi, will receive gold 
of attending· tile H�tlngton-Becklef medals for their accomplishment ot baseball In the afternoon, at Becklei,. 

The following play,ers will make th� bringing th.Tri-State penIJant to 
trip to Charleston and.Beckley: Tay• Huntlngtonpree straight times, the 
lor Beard, Gordon Watt.s, Ho-rd FIRST city - athletes having copped 
Hawkins, Ed Coffman, Byron Wlllil:n• the bunting in 1928 and 1927. 

l!hau·, ou c.. Frlc•• l'I• co. tinware. It was reported from !��f
.,, 

-
1: I� l� I �:.�erton m l�i � Huntington's headquarten last night 

P1n• · 101 112 *< • W•I• ao u " that Ray Massey, local lad, will re• 
B.l:Cennedy 93 11 131 i w�nma.n 

1z! 1,,t 1
7
0! 1 place Inman at the keystone station. Thacker 94 !Oil 74 · Henry ., _ ' · _ It will be recalled that Inman had 

Total ,a, <ao &o1 To<•l 523 •�' 437 Ill! klnds of trouble In Sunda)"'a 
Heinu's B<;ym 

S. George 119 93 92 
Lett 124 115 Ul 
J'lm 715 170 104
Mutt. as H 8-4 
Ruff M U:3 'rt 

Toto.I 
Nickel Pl&nt 

Chuter 7l 87 t#a 
Brndy 102 103 115 
Barber 127 l U as 
OebMrdt 96 121 92 
Eait.ham oa 108 95 

game wlth Charleson. He not only a.!�•,"'l'H�, 8i';;',.5 had two errors in the field. but al.so 
Norman 130 101 100 pulled one of the worst kind of "bon-
'g'/1:,;g :� 1 �: :! ers" when he attempted to steal third 
!'!nley 130 107 •• 
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aon f.l\ld Twinkle Starr. B. F', Arkle, . 
ot Wlieellng, will be on hanu. at both 
cities to pair with Starr ln the 
do:ublea. ThJ.s team came within two 
point.a of winning the· state champion. 
ship !n 1928 ftl:lm Cohn and Smith, ot 
BeckJ,ly. 

On Friday night the Academy Duck ! Total 4,. "' ,,. To«! Pin loop will wheel Into action at 
the Fifth Avenue speedways. The I 

GUS'S - S'.fILL Wl�NJNG •'. 
BOSTON, May 28-(By The As.so" 

clat.ed Pressl-OUII Sonnaber g's fa.m• 
OU!I flying tackle proved to ·be ff,oo 
much for Marlln Plestlna of Cl)lcego 
and the former Dartmouth footijaU: 
player retrained his wresUlng title by ! 
pinning the "Trullt BW!ter's" shQUJ,. 
dera to the mat twice after aimost :an 
hour of wrestling here tonlgh 
first fall came In 45 minutes a 
final In 10 minutes and four 

schedule follows: Shank's Oil vs. Guyandoitee Club Coffee routed 
Thompson's Stoves. Huntington. 

HIS LATEST SOUND SUCCESS! 

He S. 
Alumni Cabaret 

Honoring CLisses of 1929 

VA ITY FAIR 
Thursday, May 30th 

Make Reservarions at Surr-Stuart Immediately 

7 to 12 P. M. Tick.et Inchidc:.5 Dinner 
Dance a.hd Entertainment 

with 
MAfl-.Y l!l<._JAN 
PJ(HAP-O AP.Le N 
BACLANOVA 
HAP.P.Y Gfl,EEN 
JACK OAK< E 

(] Oaramn11n1 01m,r, 
-i'f..ATl'H.l:':rrt:-r, ...• 

MOVfETONE ACf¼ ►·t:,A1Tli1N(� 

JULU SANDERSON 
FRED ARDATH 

AL'.tO HAI. RO/\CH C0.'\1f.UY 
'"/,. J'/\Ht Of ·1 Ji,Hl ti· 

MO'df,TON.E ,".f.\\� 

l{or49r 

i • . .. ; 001 000 l'J00.-1 
000 000 , ()00-0 
ff J�hyn:d�; Two 

_ out-By Jaehym · 
-Moran, Noy._es *· Sae-1 
-Da: y. · i __ � 

-••s�--�-·oJii?se�·ti?ci:'ift:· 
WUDIMI' JIOIUUMG, -_ :DY -�-

, � , , , 

LOCALNET;rn .,-; 
ACES ,PLA���; �· !
RO AD T.R Ilr 'l'Wo bowling bouta ate on the pro- standing oi the teamtl 1n the 

· i\ gram tonight at tbe Academy al• Academy Duck-Pin League: 

Inman Given 
Release By 

Stuart Nine ., 
Huntington Tennis Club Te� leyls. TM Academy CUbs. women otub w. L. 

to lnvadt..Charleston and 'i champ& of the .Tr1-Sta.te, will meet Heiner's :Boys ................ 6 4 
_ Beckley Courts ·) tbf C. � o. boys, while Dom's Spe. Nickel Plant • · .. • • . • • · · ••. • • • 5 4 

, cials will meet the C. & O. Bw:ll:• Shank's OU . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 4 
The Huntington Tenn!J! Club iea,l, bi.tbs. Both ga.mes will start at 8 ��� �

v
� . '.::: : : : : : : ! ;composed of �al of the st� o'clock. 

· 
Penn Ta.ble •...............• 4 s 

players In the city, will ma.Ire � 

Clamle Inman, who has been &l• 
ternatlng at shortstop and -d · 
ba&e for the Huntington Boollters, ln 
the. Tri-State League, has been giv• 
en his uncondltlona.l releue by JQbn. 
ny Stuart. 

Irunan l.s the first o! the Booster 
fll'!lt ''rO&d trip» ot the present eq6n Captain Frank Bla.g\'s Trl•State 
when tbey lnve.de · Charle5tQn __ an(l pennant winners, tpe Academy Aces, 
,Beekley thls week-end. ' · . ' ! will also be on the clrlves this eve-

AOADD<Y nuox PIN U.O,GUE "regulars" to hear the rattle of the 

The Booster boya will· leave Hunt_- ning meet� "COot" Meslil!rsmlth's lngton Saturday .at ll2(m for the - ' 
C&pltof' tlity, where thll'f are ached-- .Ca.mayo qwntet. Thia will be the 
Ultld to nleet the star players on.toe 'final mate!> or the season in the Tri· 
Oll/',rleston Tennla _ Club courtB;, .the state circuit. It was announced la.at 
!Wiltcbes starting at 2 o'cll>ck. 
• On Sunday morning the H tin • night that the A c  es. Including 
ton team will play the crack �ckl:y "Hefty" Edwards, John Straley, Joe 
tennis team, at Beckley. This" will Biagi, C. Ridgley, Eddie Sheppherd 
give the local players an opportui:utj, and Capt, F. Biagi, will receive gold 
of attending· tile H�tlngton-Becklef medals for their accomplishment ot baseball In the afternoon, at Becklei,. 

The following play,ers will make th� bringing th.Tri-State penIJant to 
trip to Charleston and.Beckley: Tay• Huntlngtonpree straight times, the 
lor Beard, Gordon Watt.s, Ho-rd FIRST city - athletes having copped 
Hawkins, Ed Coffman, Byron Wlllil:n• the bunting in 1928 and 1927. 

l!hau·, ou c.. Frlc•• l'I• co. tinware. It was reported from !��f
.,, 

-
1: I� l� I �:.�erton m l�i � Huntington's headquarten last night 

P1n• · 101 112 *< • W•I• ao u " that Ray Massey, local lad, will re• 
B.l:Cennedy 93 11 131 i w�nma.n 

1z! 1,,t 1
7
0! 1 place Inman at the keystone station. Thacker 94 !Oil 74 · Henry ., _ ' · _ It will be recalled that Inman had 

Total ,a, <ao &o1 To<•l 523 •�' 437 Ill! klnds of trouble In Sunda)"'a 
Heinu's B<;ym 

S. George 119 93 92 
Lett 124 115 Ul 
J'lm 715 170 104
Mutt. as H 8-4 
Ruff M U:3 'rt 

Toto.I 
Nickel Pl&nt 

Chuter 7l 87 t#a 
Brndy 102 103 115 
Barber 127 l U as 
OebMrdt 96 121 92 
Eait.ham oa 108 95 

game wlth Charleson. He not only a.!�•,"'l'H�, 8i';;',.5 had two errors in the field. but al.so 
Norman 130 101 100 pulled one of the worst kind of "bon-
'g'/1:,;g :� 1 �: :! ers" when he attempted to steal third 
!'!nley 130 107 •• 
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aon f.l\ld Twinkle Starr. B. F', Arkle, . 
ot Wlieellng, will be on hanu. at both 
cities to pair with Starr ln the 
do:ublea. ThJ.s team came within two 
point.a of winning the· state champion. 
ship !n 1928 ftl:lm Cohn and Smith, ot 
BeckJ,ly. 

On Friday night the Academy Duck ! Total 4,. "' ,,. To«! Pin loop will wheel Into action at 
the Fifth Avenue speedways. The I 

GUS'S - S'.fILL Wl�NJNG •'. 
BOSTON, May 28-(By The As.so" 

clat.ed Pressl-OUII Sonnaber g's fa.m• 
OU!I flying tackle proved to ·be ff,oo 
much for Marlln Plestlna of Cl)lcego 
and the former Dartmouth footijaU: 
player retrained his wresUlng title by ! 
pinning the "Trullt BW!ter's" shQUJ,. 
dera to the mat twice after aimost :an 
hour of wrestling here tonlgh 
first fall came In 45 minutes a 
final In 10 minutes and four 

schedule follows: Shank's Oil vs. Guyandoitee Club Coffee routed 
Thompson's Stoves. Huntington. 

HIS LATEST SOUND SUCCESS! 

He S. 
Alumni Cabaret 

Honoring CLisses of 1929 

VA ITY FAIR 
Thursday, May 30th 

Make Reservarions at Surr-Stuart Immediately 

7 to 12 P. M. Tick.et Inchidc:.5 Dinner 
Dance a.hd Entertainment 

with 
MAfl-.Y l!l<._JAN 
PJ(HAP-O AP.Le N 
BACLANOVA 
HAP.P.Y Gfl,EEN 
JACK OAK< E 

(] Oaramn11n1 01m,r, 
-i'f..ATl'H.l:':rrt:-r, ...• 

MOVfETONE ACf¼ ►·t:,A1Tli1N(� 

JULU SANDERSON 
FRED ARDATH 

AL'.tO HAI. RO/\CH C0.'\1f.UY 
'"/,. J'/\Ht Of ·1 Ji,Hl ti· 

MO'df,TON.E ,".f.\\� 

l{or49r 

09/29/1929
The Herald-Dispatch

05/29/1929
The Herald-Dispatch

05/29/1929
The Herald-Dispatch
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:HJNTINGTONf :ADVERTISER, HUNTINGTON, W. VA., FRIDAY EVENING, JANUARY 24, 1930. 

HAVANA IS GOAL 
OF PlANE CLINIC 

j ing voice. Disadvantages of her age ' TWO BJRDME. N £SCA 
I 
are forgotten a.s the great star .!la.shes · 
through the story_ always master of I DEAT·H IN OHIO EI her art and holding her marvelous 

'emotional abilities a� her finge.'1.lp.s Clnclnru!.tl, Jo•n. q, __ ~• I, to be used per!e<,tly at will. , = �. • n 
The ever-appealing mother , love lll<!n. narrowly -�ped drownir. 

, theme is the underlying foundation yes�rday when lhe1r new all 
' IU the Keith-Albee I his alleged cold-blooded murder ot :for the story or a woman and the Flamingo seaplane ,sank· In th, 

The all-talldng version' of "Cameo another gambler. , three men who loved her. One. her, river during a series c,!. tests.· 
Two A--bibian l Ships Take-.off Kirby 

.
... Booth

. 
Tarkington's colorful, The supporting cast Includes Norm:' I husband, a cold and hard attorney, I A "no,;e-hep.vy'' s

.
h!p and a. 

l"UllJ! river ·1!6n is far more entertaining Ferris In the role of the planters belleves in clrcum.stantial evidence motor· were blamed. for the a<From Florida Field o,n Jour- · than 'the !hent pJcture. The songs of daughter, Douglas Gilmore, Ro�rt which soon destroys his affection: n. by Robert Da.W60n. 24, !)!lot. an 
ne_y S,outh J Harold Murray, gambler Jo,·er and Ede.son. Charles Morton and M,rna second seeks to klll the one he loves Breeding. 22, .mechanic. 

adventurer touch'ea up th'e lnwresl- Loy. . best by dLshonor, but the third with Dawson. who had 3.000 
Miami, Fla., Jan.,24-(�Two am, !ng,t.lleme �nd'r�ed It to the height., �he short wbJec�s lnducte a. co:ored the greatest ,iove o! all, hides his deep in the air� ;,.a:,, getting his fir 

, , . or a. really good picture. re,ue or _M. a. M. �auues, m which personal fee1lng and reconc!llau,s the p�rlerice at-seaplane fl:,'ing wl phlblan planes soared Into the south "Oe.me-o Kirby" opened Thursday at ma� b� seen the pc site Armld�; who hu.sband and wl!e. took. tbe · F'lamhrgo aloft nud 
today to Inaugurate the flrat (lying the. Kelth�Albee theater. The story ��:i' ���k �

ohn Barrymorn In Ch,n- Mls.5 Frederick finds excellent sup- It three tlme.s succe.ssfull;- o 
clln!c !rom the United States 1n 11 takes place du.ring the New Orlearu C · port In Conway Tearle, William river. 'I'he fourth tlme he tr
Central and Soutb'.;Amertcan ooun-. mardl gm 1n a.bout 1860. Kirby ii; a -CHARLES R. MORSE. Courtney and Lowell Sherman, whn land the plane nosed c!ownwai 
tries. One plane can!ed, three. Amer.· cud aharp ,who traveli! the nlght little Freddle Burke Frederick, ls ap- dived into the 'river from a hel 
lean physlclln1s . and· surgeons, the boat.a on the M!Ml.sslppl, always win- At the Orphe-wn pen!lng as her •0n despite the atl!ted only 1:, leet 
other two a;id · equipment .and appa• nlng Bomet!me.s !t 11! from a weal- Playing o. role that matches her lines whlch be ls forced to u.se. --,·----
ratll!J to be uaed ,during the 6,800• thy ·planter while oth"!'l! from an- emotional talents to a. T, Pa.ullne Myrna Loy, who ha.s her following, OHIO WOMAN KJLLEJmile trlp. · . • . · other card sharp, who falls before the Frederick makes a valiant and Im- appears, briefly as.,"- n�t;:e girl when 

Under the auspices o! the American sleight of hand ,:,f Kirby. presslve return to her publ!c in the the. �lc,ure goes Inc!.a. !or an In· AS i" AR LEAVES RMedical assocta:tloti authorities, the The story L� made possible by an In- drama.Uc opu.s, "Evidence." ten a.. � . 
-JOHN F. HAMILTON. 

� .. �•---·-
aero-cl!nlc· has '.as Its goal the Pan- cl<lent in New, Orleans during the i During her long stage career M\ss 
Ame�can Medical association conven.• mard1. gras .. The theme IE built up: Frederick has become peculiarly well 

_ tlon 1n Panama. City/ January 30. from .thi1l point, always rLslng In In- '
[ 

equipped to perform before the crlt­
pub-

I 
Stops wlll be made ·e

. 
n· route to Pana- teroot. unrn Kirby il! saved from a !cal and relentless microphone, which 

h H. ma City lir;).cl returning to perform gans: who w.lU! to hang rum becaWle of she conquers with a clear and pleas­
aln of ·

1

operatlons,·hol<l'con!erence.s with tor-· 
aews- elgn medical men and !how moUon 
1oml• pictures of the new methods ot the 
rn!ted profession In the United States. 

There are 89 schools and 
pupils ln the public school system 
Alaska t€rrltory. 

Bellefontaine, o::Jan. 24. -
Myrtle Shmyei', 42, of Bellefo 
. was Instant!:( 'killed, her nlect 
Marie Green, p!. Spring-field, ,r 
husband. Roy Shroyer, were se 

Hil!, In the party are: Dr. Wllllll.lll 
te !or ' Sharpe, president of the Broad Street 
· Per- and Pan-American ho,;pltal · and 

clinics, New York; Dr, Oeorge W.

Hes 1, 
hrlst­
; and 
,s !or 

Hawley, Bridgeport, Conn.; Dr. 
Charles H. Fratz, dlrector of the Pan­
Amertcan Bone Fracture and Ortho­
pedic clinic; Dr. Fred H. Albee, con­
sultant surge,;n for bone surgery, Pan­
American hospital and cl!nlcs, and Dr. 

cases , Arnold H. Kegel, health comm!.ssloner 
, beds of Chicago. 
to 8, The flr3t stop will be ln Havana t.o-
,ea 59, day. 

er of 
I 201, 
p 93, 
� 340, 

Richard Bonem of the Chicago 
clvlo opera company u,;ed to be 
Richard Bunn ot Boston. 

I., 
'.OW 
:e!l!lSll. ,r 405 
home 
n the' 

Mrs. 
·t, to-

r the 
,, will 
made 

J. H. i 
ls, of 
hters, 
Ls, at 
.wwn, 
Law-
four 
and, 

ought 
Ohio 

)f 1n- I 
nobllu 

were 
:ar In 
rn _bo­
·t tbil! 

;band, 
lmilar 
'ts tmlt 

WW 
John 1, 

�rmun 
:aunty j .t the 
C. C., 
Ill ho! 
�drrn{:e I, 

'THE 
MARRIAGE 
PIAYGROUN 
a .(jara:maunl (}lclure 

Mary Brian 
Fredric Mareh 
and II cute 
.Jazz Orphan• 

Opening Next Sunday 
,'he Fam!'na 

LUXOR 
MUMMY 

1000 Y�AR!! OU) 
STlU�lT $l'1CAK8 

\\'Ill be on �•1t�II l':xhlbl­
l 10n Next We¢k on the 

Meitx.anine �alcon7 
Amrwern AU Qul'15Uon1t 

I 

A 

$ 

$ 

UNTINGTON'S MOST POPULAR FURNITURE STORE -

3 PIECE 
HerPf'nih1.t1 tnnnc, coven-,<! kill OV\""r in fine gradr of J,u·i11mn1 Vrlou'f. 
ftf"V?-ri',!lbl� MprJng- "FtlU),rl Cushion�-

3 PIECE ROOM SUITE 

MOHAIR LIVING ROOM SUITE 

$ 

4 
$5.00 

DELIVERS 

\',ullty, lh·<l, < "hi-'.1t, and 
.F1·lin1,;.ry S;.i.!o Buy Novd 

$10 

01/24/1930
The Herald-Advertiser
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January 18, 1930 

 

 01/18/1930
The Huntington Advertiser



27

         | OVER THE YEARS1930

The HUNTINGTON ADVERTISER 
January 27, 1930 

 

 01/27/1930
The Huntington Advertiser

THE HUNTINGTON ADVERTISER 
January 31, 1930 
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THE HUNTINGTON ADVERTISER 
JANUARY 2, 1931 

 

tLES 
t.EtL-

COMEDY
and Novelties 
-1kl2-25c 
2 p, m.) - 35c 
DHILDREN, 15c 

The. 
Home 

of 
Popular
Prices! 

VAUGHN 

M. ----'-2ll<I 
/\LWA'l'S ..;. - 10,, 

lH"H'I iid"IIIIIU I VUI 1111 I.. Ill 
PHONES 5194 -5195 HUNTINGTON 

. -
i' 

lnternatio·nal -

l1 
r.i

i-<'. ; -- Ill .,>'ikclaimed·· w,o Contin� 
t:lie Supreme _ 

Triu ph /:Jf a Great : 
Star! · · . ; 

-

IN -

= I r ·1h
-

ii . - WITH - i : a g,aromoonl 1{ele,ase mil Janni s -
-
_
;;

==

. The ravishing woman whp
captivated Amerlej\ bi "MorOC1� 

= 
co," now as tonls�es two 

,, 

Soul-searching d r a 
0
m a ! .· 

You'll talk ah o u t  it, 
think about it, long after 
its last tense scenes fades · 
from the screen! 

BARGAIN 
. HOUR 
1 TOZP. M,! §

tlnents with her : superb 

§== 

formance .In "The Blue A 
Marlene Dietrich 111 1upeTb!1! 
And Janning, the gt"eat, · · ' · ' 

- s!l(laks tor the ffrst time ·on C01'JNG SUNDAY....;The Screen's Greatest 

: 
the screen. He Is ��gnlflceni

1
i . JANET GAYNOR - C,�S. F 

= . ; . : ' 'S ' :_- '. . ' . . ' , . . • . -----·· . _ ·;,·_. ,, . . :·--·:' 

,PfftU!lti 
l af the Z6 IJ

;\·' ':- . 

I : . ' 
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I 
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will 

andrecoi 
that tran 
to a sm 
French 1 
newest s 
will be :: 

THEE  HUNTINGTON  ADVEERTISSEER  -  JANUARY  18,  1931
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:..... and contagious! 
a moment of sanity from 

he c:raek� hm fil'llt dizzy 
he fadl!ll limply into 

1nt.mev-1an11 Romance becomes 

CLYDE 
IN ms Nt,WEST 
COMEDY RIOT 

"NO-NO 

N'", W .. VJJ;.., !THURSDAY-EVENING, JAN_U!A.RY 15, 1931. 

c»-1 "11-4AT'S 
:11\/l=U\. -AME) 

N SE>- E:Ve:RY 
�1N6 11-J A l"l 

-THAT t 
\.IKe. 6UT'l-i� 
A-5 , .. 11:i,Rt,-,I..E: 

THE FUNNIEST 
FELLOW ON 
STAGE OR 
SCREEN! 
To 11ee and hear thla 
goofy gaydy gives you 
the funniest feeling you 
ever had! See his mar­

new tnventton11. 
h Im "kidnap" 

Btoadwa.y'11 ,ma.pplellt 
beauty! A 

BARGAIN 
HOUR 

2Sc 

I... I i 

5511'-.!G Ii"-' I;- TO 
U'O HA.VE.AM 

tN6 Al _Pl!¥'-',/, 
"-''• Ge:lT �cc,,,,.J0 ee:.1il.J6 A:F" 
HO !5"-l'T -,l-04,::,.. 

'S. GdT 

THE  HUUNNTIINNGTOONN  ADVERTIISER - JANUARY 15, 1931
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01/02/1931
The Huntington Advertiser

01/08/1931
The Huntington Advertiser
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January 22, 1931 

 
 

1931

01/22/1931
The Huntington Advertiser

01/29/1931
The Huntington Advertiser

THE HUNTINGTON ADVERTISER 
FEBRUARY 3, 1931 

 

 
 

 
02/03/1931

The Huntington 
Advertiser

THE HUNTINGTON ADVERTISER 
FEBRUARY 5, 1931 

 02/05/1931
The Huntington Advertiser
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JANUARY 10, 1932 

 
01/10/1932

The Herald-Dispatch

wh1le the- llH.t,:ot 
fH'l' $f'fi'l o.n ceiiuk'-H:i 
a :..had{)w wi.vld �- do h.ts '!lwfnl deeds. 

. .. ..:- �,-1•h rh,.::; 

iii� 
ToS!.Cl \r�1e if 
L\tTii�l)r11h u11 

•·. -'.-· -,.;_ •.•. I 
'Way &c.k Home.'l· Wit]

Seth P11rke11, Seien for 
Last Time Tm�t 

RUSTIC A Tl\lOSP8iE 
D()Mll"ATES R01 .ANCJ

Chic Sal<'>! Score N.-� Hm 
or11 for Humor· itt llom­

- !' 'i '(.ow� 1p11 i 

itk;tr 
11\.j'inl t--c 
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Keith-Albee Closes on Movies
The Herald-Dispatch | January 20, 2006
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Taylor Swift Tickets Still Available
The Herald-Dispatch | September 26, 2007

HUNTINGTON -- If you wanted to see Taylor Swift tonight, 
you may have a chance.

A few hundred balcony tickets remain for tonight’s 7:30 
concert at the historic Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
in downtown Huntington.

Swift, a teen singer/songwriter, currently has the No. 1 CD 
on the Billboard Country Charts.

That debut, which contains such hits as “Tim McGraw” and 
“Teardrops On My Guitar,” is already a platinum-seller.

Adam D. Tucker opens the concert, which is co-sponsored 
by WTCR-FM.

The only tickets remaining are the general admission 
balcony for $21.50.

Tickets are on sale now at the Keith-Albee by calling (304) 
696-6656.

MCTC Graduation is Tonight 
at Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | May 7, 2007

Marshall Community & Technical College graduation is 
set for 7 p.m. at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in 
Huntington.

First Lady Gayle Manchin will be in attendance and is 
providing the 2009 Commencement Address.

More than 400 students are candidates for graduation.

The Marshall Community and Technical College commencement ceremony, 
Friday, May 9, 2008, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center.
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Teachers, Employees Train at 
Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | December 12, 2007

More than 1,600 of Cabell County’s full-time service and 
professional employees will gather at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center in downtown Huntington on 
Friday for training.

The two-hour session includes two objectives.

One is to recognize the role relationships play in 
supporting student achievement and to highlight 
examples of those occurring in the school system.

The second is to expose the staff to 21st century teaching 
and learning, with the help of guest speaker Ian Jukes, 
a recognized expert on 21st century teacher goals. Jukes 
is the director of InfoSavvy Group, an international 
consulting firm that provides leadership and program 
development in the areas of assessment and evaluation, 

strategic alignment, curriculum design and publication, 
planning, professional development and many other 
areas. He also has worked with clients in more than 40 
countries and made more than 7,000 presentations.

“As a school district, we need to be prepared for the 
21st-century learners,” said Geraldine Sawrey, assistant 
superintendent over School Improvement.

This is the first time in four years the entire district has 
come together, mainly because it is diffcult to get so many 
people into one venue. But Sawrey said it’s important the 
employees at each school know they are part of a team.
“We know they have their school family, but they’re also 
part of a larger district family,” she said.

Cabell County Schools employees also will participate in 
the Dreams for Teens toy drive in cooperation with Toys 
for Tots. Employees are asked to bring to the event new, 
unwrapped gifts for children ages 11-17.
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Keith-Albee Continues Improvements
The Herald-Dispatch | October 21, 2008

Almost three years have passed since the Keith-Albee 
closed as a movie theater and work began to transform it 
into a performing arts center.

In that time, a number of changes have been made to 
turn the historic theater into a viable venue for Broadway 
shows, comedic acts and musical performances. Officials 
now responsible for the Keith-Albee point to the success 
of recent shows such as comedian Jim Gaffigan, who 
kicked off the Marshall Artists Series’ 72nd season with 
a sellout, and Rock and Roll Hall of Fame group ZZ Top, 
which turned a proffit for the performing arts center.

But if the Keith-Albee is going to sustain this success over 
the long haul, several key renovations need to be made, 
they say.

“We’ve proven we can run and maintain it,” said Bob 
Plymale, co-president of the Keith-Albee Foundation. 
“Now we need to take it to the next level with a 
good, long-term business plan that involves several 
infrastructure improvements.”

Over the past year or so, the foundation, with help from 
volunteers and private donations, has put in a new 
backstage pulley system at a cost of $140,000, updated 
the lighting and restored the lighted stars in the ceiling, 
added more lobby space by removing the old concession 
stand, installed new carpet in the lobby and added 
handicap-accessible and/or table-top seating in the area 
where the projectors used to be in the main theater. Those 
improvements have made the Keith-Albee available for a 
range of uses, said David Tyson, co-president of the Keith-
Albee Foundation.

“From the use standpoint, I believe we are exceeding 
expectations,” he said. One major renovation that is a 
must over the next year is replacing the roof, Plymale said.
“Any time you have a building of that age, you have a 
number of holes and leaks that you have to patch,” he said. 
“But we’re at the point where we can’t patch anymore.”

Plymale said it could cost at least $600,000 to replace the 
roof. The foundation received a $150,000 grant two weeks 
ago from the state Division of Culture and History to 
help pay for a new roof, but it requires a local match. The 
foundation will begin seeking private donations for the 
project over the next few weeks, Plymale said.

Beyond fixing the roof, other improvements at the Keith-
Albee will be dictated by funding and the schedule of 

performances, said Liza Caldwell, a foundation board 
member who is helping with the improvement plan.
“We are going to do a survey of the building (this) week 
so we can catalog everything that needs to be improved,” 
she said. “From that point, we will begin to prioritize. We 
want to coordinate all these things so they don’t impede 
on performances.”

Caldwell already knows about some of the needed 
improvements. The electrical wiring, seating and curtains 
need to be replaced and the restrooms need to be 
upgraded. There also are plans to restore the marquee to 
its original look when the Keith-Albee opened in 1928, she 
said.

Another project will involve renovating the small theater 
that faces 4th Avenue in the building into a ticket office 
and catering area for receptions. Caldwell said the exterior 
stone wall that separates the Village Roaster and the main 
entrance of the Keith-Albee will be removed and a retail 
storefront for the ticket office will be built in its place.

“We’re shooting to do everything in a five-year period,” 
she said. “It’s a monumental project, so we don’t want to 
overextend or overwhelm ourselves.”

One project that has been put on the backburner is 
enlarging the Keith-Albee’s stage, Plymale said. It was 
originally built for vaudeville shows and is much smaller 
compared with stages at similar performing arts centers, 
according to Sachs Morgan Studio, a New York-based 
theater design company that was hired last year to make 
recommendations for improvement.

At left, Shawn Short takes measurements Monday, Oct. 20, 2008, as he and other 
stage hands hang lights for the production of “Nunsense” at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center in Huntington.
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Family Honored for Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | September 23, 2009

One of the reasons to bring it to Huntington was to give a 
Lifetime Achievement Award to the family that built the 
Keith-Albee and has helped keep it a central part of the 
downtown.

One of the reasons to bring it to Huntington was to give a 
Lifetime Achievement Award to the family that built the 
Keith-Albee and has helped keep it a central part of the 
downtown.

The Hyman family, going back to brothers A. B. and Sol 
Hyman, built and maintained a theater so grand that 
even today, its pillars and old-world design easily charm 
its guests. That is certainly the effect it had on those 
attending the banquet.

“How fitting for us to celebrate our first banquet at this 
historic theater,” said Karen Carper, the executive director 
of PAWV.

The Keith-Albee Theatre opened in 1928, to a city that had 
just turned a half-century. It took 14 months, 550 tons of 
steel, millions of bricks and was $1.75 million over budget. 
But the Hymans wanted something that the people 
would be proud of and see as theirs for decades to come.
“We (the owners) wish the people to feel that this is their 
theater,” Sol Hyman was quoted as saying in The Herald-
Advertiser. “It was built for them. … Not only now but 
through long years. We anticipate that this house and the 
character of attractions which it will afford will not only 
appeal to the people of the city, but will draw people to 
Huntington from a radius of 100 miles around.”
It has done that and more, drawing the ire of children and 
grandchildren since.

“It was one of their finest achievements,” said Derek 
Hyman, grandson and grand-nephew of the original 
owners. “It was very sacred to them.”

It became such a staple that Derek Hyman put aside his 
own ambitions and followed the path of his grandfather 
and uncle and his dad, the late Jack Hyman, who passed 
away in February.

Jack Hyman was the CEO of the Greater Huntington 
Theatre Corp. which Derek now runs. For years, the 
Keith-Albee Theatre was a part of that, but in 2006, Derek 
Hyman handed over the keys to the Marshall University 
Foundation. 

The Marshall Artists Series, which debuted there in 1939, 
still uses the theater for its show lineups. In 2006, the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center, Inc., a nonprofit 
corporation, was formed to maintain and operate the 
theater.

Derek Hyman leads members of the Preservation Alliance of West Virginia on 
a tour of the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2009, in 
Huntington.
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Cousteau brings ‘Great Ocean 
Adventure’ to Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | October 14, 2009

Ready or not but downtown Huntington is going 
underwater.

It’s not another 1937 Flood, just a friendly reminder that 
Jean-Michel Cousteau, the world-famous ocean explorer, 
environmentalist and maker of more than 75 films, 
performs at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 15, taking the crowd 
around the globe on “The Great Ocean Adventure.”

Cousteau, who just created “OceanWorld 3-D,” the feature-
length nature documentary filmed and released in 3D, will 
share his amazing life story in the ocean and its wonders 
as part of the Marshall Artists Series.

Tickets to the show at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center are $50, $45 and $40.

Cousteau, whose educational outreach in film has 
included everything from executive producer of “Jean-
Michel Cousteau’s Ocean Adventures,” a six-part television 
series airing around the globe in 2006 to special features 
that accompanied the “Spongebob” and “Finding Nemo” 
movies, will be armed with the drive-in-movie-sized 
Keith-Albee screen to show his photos and amazing video 
footage of the colorful bounty of ocean life.

Speaking by phone last week, Cousteau said he is excited 
to come to Huntington as he loves to share his treasure 
chest of photos, video, stories and to interact with a live 
audience.

“Television and the Internet is entertaining and hopefully 
educating,” said Cousteau. “It can be a little bit superficial 
but you can reach millions of people. If you can go to a 
university you have more time and you are face to face. 
When you talk you are not learning, so I like to listen and 
be challenged, and I am always learning things from other 
people all the time and that makes me better and more 
efficient. It is not only about having a presentation and 
showing pictures but offering a dialogue with questions.”

In addition to the Thursday night show, Cousteau will also 
be performing a sold-out Friday show for more than 2,300 
school kids in Cabell and Wayne counties.

Angela Jones, director of marketing and external affairs 
for the Artists Series, said she can’t think of a better way to 
start the Artists Series run at the Keith-Albee.

The Artists Series started the year with a Mike Birbiglia 
Homecoming Weekend show on campus and had a 
Smoke on the Water fundraiser last weekend.

“The Keith-Albee is our home and we’re always excited to 
have event there because people come not only for the 
event but they come for the experience of being in that 
theater,” Jones said. “The Cousteau footage that will be on 
the big screen will have an impact like no other.”

Jones said bringing in Cousteau, one of the world’s leading 
environmentalists and who is known as “The Voice of the 
Ocean,” is part of the unique educational mission of the 
Artists Series, which is the nation’s second oldest college-
based artists series.

Two years ago, the Artists Series brought in TV personality 
and director emeritus of the Columbus Zoo, Jack Hanna.

“We are all connected to the animals, and we are all 
connected to the oceans,” Jones said. “We’re all excited 
for him to educate us. There are some things we all know 
to do but there is so much more we can learn. I think 
it’s that kind of show that will appeal to everybody and 
that is interesting and educational and entertaining. It’s 
different from any other show, any Broadway or dance, 
it is something we are all connected to. He has been so 
prolific with this work and has always been ahead of the 
curve but very connected to the Earth with his finger on 
its pulse.”

For the Keith-Albee, the Cousteau show kicks off a super-
busy season as the historic 1920s-built theater hosts a half 
dozen shows in the next four weeks including Mountain 
Stage, the first Huntington Symphony Orchestra concert, 
The Avett Brothers, “Avenue Q” and the Fall International 
Film Festival.

Closing out this weekend is a Mountain Stage with Larry 
Groce taping that features Cross Lanes native country 

Explorer, environmentalist, educator, film producer, for more than four decades 
Jean-Michel Cousteau has used his vast experiences to communicate to people 
of all nations and generations his love and concern for the planet.
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star Kathy Mattea, as well as The Ahs, The Songcatchers, 
Shannon Whitworth and Or and The Whale, at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 18, to kick off the Create West Virginia 
Conference.

Tickets are $20 in advance or at the door. Go online at 
www.mountainstage.org.

Although Mountain Stage makes a wide touring schedule 
with stops in area cities like Ashland, Athens, Ohio, Bristol, 
Tenn., and Morgantown, this is Mountain Stage’s first show 
in the Keith-Albee since October 2004 when K.D. Lang 
and Bruce Cockburn headlined a show.

Mountain Stage was last in Huntington in September 
2005 when Buddy Guy and Shemekia Copeland played a 
blues-themed show.

The show’s host and musical director Larry Groce, who 
also oversees FestivALL Charleston each summer, said this 
is a special Mountain Stage. He noted that they have three 
acts from West Virginia on the bill - Kathy Mattea, Everett 
Lilly Jr.’s multi-generational group The Songcatchers, 
and the Ahs (banjo and cello) - with North Carolina act 
Shannon Whitworth and Or, The Whale, the seven-piece, 
vocals-driven San Francisco indie folk rock band.

Groce said the rare booking of three Mountain State 
acts on the show heard weekly ‘round the world is 
in part due to the show kicking off the Create West 
Virginia Conference, which runs Oct. 18-20, in downtown 
Huntington.

“It’s in concert with their purpose,” Groce said. “We’re 
featuring West Virginia talent, both old and new, and 
Create West Virginia, one of their points is that West 
Virginia needs to take its own traditions and its own 
way of doing things and to transplant that to a very 
contemporary economic approach, and so what we are 

looking at gave us an opportunity to spotlight some more 
West Virginia talent.”

Cross Lanes native, Kathy Mattea, whose latest CD, “Coal,” 
was nominated for a Grammy and whose grandfathers 
were coal miners, said her latest project has woven an 
even deeper and stronger tie to the Mountain State.

Mattea is excited to be in Huntington with her old friends 
at Mountain Stage.

“Making this record and getting to come back and play 
those songs on Mountain Stage is a deeper layer of 
connections than I even had before,” Mattea said. “It feels 
very full circle, and I feel like I am just beginning to explore 
this link in the chain that is musically about where I am 
from. No one taught me this where I am from, so I feel like 
I was thirsty for something and not knowing I was thirsty 
until I got into it and got to do these songs.”
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‘Avenue Q’ to come to the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center
The Herald-Dispatch | October 31, 2009

Joshua Holden was the worst New York City waiter ever.

But boy does the Massachusetts actor play well with 
puppets.

Fired twice as a waiter within a couple months, Holden 
was back living with his parents when the trained actor 
and puppeteer -- who had worked with puppets in 
London and Chicago -- got the call of a lifetime to join the 
cast of “Avenue Q,” one of the coolest puppet shows on 
the planet.

Holden, who performed with the Chicago Children’s 
Theatre and the Oily Cart in London, is one of a dozen 
actors/puppeteers criss-crossing the nation bringing alive 
the smash-hit Broadway musical “Avenue Q,” which pulls 
into the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 3, as part of the Marshall Artists Series.

Adult tickets are $50, $45 and $40.

Because of some adult situations, like full-puppet nudity 
and some Simpsons-like humor, “Avenue Q” may be 
inappropriate for children under 13.

Called “The most fun on-stage this year,” by the New 
Yorker when “Avenue Q” opened on Broadway in 2003, the 
three-time Tony Award-winning play uses actors on stage 
with the puppets to tell the musical story of Princeton, 
a poor college graduate with big dreams living in New 
York City and running into a menagerie of neighborhood 
characters such as Gary Coleman, the building’s 
superintendent, Brian the out-of-work comedian and his 
therapist fiancee Christmas Eve and roommate Rod, a 
Republican investment banker who seems to have some 
sort of secret.

Written by the then-fledgling composer/lyricist team of 
Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx, “Avenue Q” has been tabbed 
as like “Sesame Street” for grownups with puppets singing 
straight-talking, sometimes politically incorrect songs 
such as “Everyone’s a Little Bit Racist” and “The Internet’s 
for Porn.”

“It is such a brilliant meld of all the cultures we know and 
love,” Holden said by phone while on tour. “It takes so 
much from what we’ve been brought up with, all of those 
children’s television shows with puppets and humans 
living together like ‘Sesame Street’ and ‘Mister Rogers.’ So 

it takes all of those motifs that are dear to our hearts and 
brings you back to a wonderful place to talk about all the 
taboo subjects. So there’s that element of pure shock, but 
it’s a safe shock with a whole group of strangers going 
through this world with them. You can’t believe they 
just said that or just did that, and then two minutes later 
you’re totally affected about something really touching 
and real in this character. Yes, there’s taboo subjects and 
shock, but it is 100 percent rooted into the heart.”

Holden said only puppets could get away with the 
satirical songs such as “It Sucks to Be Me,” which, like a 
mockumentary, pokes gentle fun at the preachiness of 
TV shows. There are even TV monitors above the stage 
flashing mock-educational vignettes.

“If the show didn’t have puppets it wouldn’t be so safe to 
talk about racism or safe to talk about modern subjects 
like online porn and make it really funny so that people 
relate to it,” Holden said. “Imagine us singing it without 
the puppets and it’s just kind of preachy, but this is almost 
like in this learning environment within the show.”

Evidently audiences don’t mind getting a little education 
with their entertainment.

Audiences across the country and world have connected 
deeply with the “Avenue Q” characters as they struggle to 
find dates and jobs and as they try to find what we’re all 
looking for -- our purpose in life.

In fact, this tour of “Avenue Q” hasn’t had a show where it 
hasn’t gotten a standing ovation.

“It feels good because you are going to all of these 
different places and different cultures, and the show is 
just solid and the show works,” Holden said. “They’ve been 

The national tour of the Tony Award-winning Broadway show “Aveue Q” will stop 
for an 8 p.m. show on Tuesday, Nov. 3, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
as part of the Marshall Artists Series.

2009
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Avett Brothers Put on Red-Hot Show 
at Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | November 6, 2009

About 1,370 folks were in the audience last Thursday as 
Americana-rockers The Avett Brothers were, as their song 
says, “a breathing time machine” transporting us all in 
that opulent 1920s-era theater into a perfect space in time.

Brothers Avett rolled into the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center and, armed with a heart full of songs and their own 
painted backdrops, banjo-piano-drum-guitar-and-cello, 
rocked like festival season was just starting over.

A tip of the hat to V Club owner Pat Guthrie who produced 
the show with Outback Concerts out of Nashville.

Not to get greedy or be filled with boatloads of shame for 
it, but boy, I could see some more shows in the Keith.

From the crowd reaction I heard, so could everyone 
else, including former Columbia Records Jersey girl and 
opening act Nicole Atkins, who honestly remarked from 
the stage, “You know, I’m hypnotized by the ceiling,” 
before busting into her song “Neptune City.”

doing it for the past seven years, and this is the fourth 
incarnation of it with the Off Broadway, then Broadway, 
then the National Tour and then London. The creative 
team has learned how the machine works, and it works 
very well. All of the cultures get the same jokes, and the 
same reception is awesome. It’s like you’re going out on 
this amazing ride, and it happens, and we’ve yet to give 
a show that the audience did not give a standing ovation 
because it is such a unique experience.”

Part of the unique experience is that the 50 puppets used 
in the show are operated on stage with the actors moving 
in unison, whether it is one actor using a rod puppet or 
one of the puppets that requires two actors to operate in 
unison.

The only actor in the show that was a trained puppeteer, 
Holden said the group got exhaustive training and puppet 
coaching with Amy Garcia, of the original production, 
before the show started.

“She was very meticulous in how to communicate 
emotions through these puppets,” Holden said. “Ideally 
a puppeteer and a puppet are going through the same 
experience, and you have to be constantly asking ‘How do 
I convey my emotional experiences through this puppet, 

and how do I channel as much as I can through my arm 
and through this little ball of fur with eyes?’ When it 
comes to life, it is so magical and amazing.”

While many shows tout themselves as “something 
different,” Holden said “Avenue Q” really is that little 
entertainment oddball that wins over audiences. In fact, 
even his dad, a non-theater-going carpenter, “loved, loved” 
the show.

“With that Broadway series there’s always ‘Wicked’ 
coming through or ‘Beauty and the Beast,’ but this really 
is something completely different,” Holden said. “It’s all 
that we know about a show, and then it has a certain kick 
to it. It’s the same experience as watching a musical, but 
it takes it to the next level and that’s completely unique. 
When is the last time you really connected with puppets? 
It is delightful -- that is the word that keeps coming up. 
It’s like being a kid when you loved watching puppets and 
using your imagination, and now you’re watching these 
puppets on stage and you see how they are manipulated 
and you see the puppeteer, and it’s like you are now in on 
this little secret and you’re watching how they are being 
created and brought to life on stage.”
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Students Work on Keith-Albee 
Stage Floor
The Herald-Dispatch | January 30, 2010

More than two dozen Collins Career Center students were 
busy outside the classroom on Friday to help make repairs 
and clean up the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in 
downtown Huntington. 

Twenty-seven students from the vocational school at 
Getaway, Ohio, replaced boards on the stage floor and did 
cleanup work to get the building ready for a production 
of “Cats” scheduled Feb. 8 and 9, said Bob Edmunds, a 
former Marshall University professor helping out at the 
Keith-Albee.

“They need 15 hours of community service before they 
can graduate,” said Matt Parnell, a carpentry instructor at 
the vocational school. “We came over before they had the 
premiere of ‘We Are Marshall.’ They’ve been sanding the 
floor, replacing some boards in the stage and vacuuming.”

The students are from the carpentry class and the 
building maintenance class at Collins, Parnell said.

“It’s good training,” he said. “They get hands-on experience 
in a job setting. It’s real-world experience. We try to do 
something like this every year. We’re looking into building 
a Habitat for Humanity House.”

The students have done projects like remodeling the 
sub-station offce for the Lawrence County Sheriff’s 
Department in Rome Township and built a garage onto a 
building in the past few years.

“We’ve done other things before, but nothing this big,” 
said Zach Cremeans, a South Point High School senior 
working at the Keith-Albee on Friday. “I have over 100 
hours of community service. It’s awesome to be involved 
in a project like this. This is a piece of history.”

Freddie Adkins, a Fairland High School senior, said the 
work gets him out of the classroom and gives hands-on 
experience. “It’s better than sitting in a classroom all day,” 
he said.

Billy McGhee, left, and Seth May cut wood as they and other students from 
Collins Career Center make repairs on the stag the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center on Friday, Jan. 29, 2010, in Huntington.
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Minnelli Delights Fans at Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | September 12, 2010

Kim and John Gross simply had to go see Liza Minnelli 
Sunday night in downtown Huntington. She’s helped 
them make memories.

When the two were still dating 23 years ago in Miami, Fla., 
they went to see the Broadway performer during a show 
in Fort Lauderdale. They taught their three daughters 
all about her. And when they found out she was coming 
to Huntington, they knew they had to be there. Kim’s 
mother, Ann Larsen, came along, too.

“It’s so exciting that she’s here,” Kim Gross said. “She’s 
beautiful, and she’s wonderful.”

Their family was among those who packed the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center on Sunday evening for 
Minnelli’s show, which kicked off this season’s Marshall 
Artists Series. Among the audience were fans of Minnelli’s 
Broadway, movie and TV work, and fans of her mother, the 
late Judy Garland.

Marshall University junior Leslee Rice came with friends 
to the show partly because of Minnelli’s talent and partly 
because of her loyalty to Minnelli’s mother.

“I love the ‘Wizard of Oz.’ I have everything ‘Wizard of Oz’ 
ever made,” she said. And seeing “Dorothy’s” daughter live 
in Huntington seemed like a rare opportunity.

Minnelli, who has won an Emmy, Grammy, Tony and 
Oscar, shared songs from “Confessions,” her new Decca 
Records CD that will be out Sept. 28.

Other shows in this season’s Marshall Artists series include:

Pablo Ziegler Trio -- 7:30 p.m., Friday, Oct. 15, at the Joan 
C. Edwards Performing Arts Center. Celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month at Marshall University with the Latin-
Grammy award-winning pianist Pablo Ziegler. Tickets are 
$35/$25.

Daniel Tosh -- 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 19, at the Big Sandy 
Superstore Arena. Tickets are $25.

The Doobie Brothers -- 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 16, at 
the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. Tickets are 
$62.50/$40.

“Stomp” -- 7:30 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday, Jan. 11-12 at 
the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center. Tickets are 
$60.

The Fall International Film Festival -- Oct. 1-7 at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. Tickets to individual 
films are $7 and are not available in advance. Tickets 
to individual films are purchased at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center 15 minutes prior to each film.

Tickets may be purchased by calling The Marshall Artists 
Series Box Office at 304-696-6656, visiting the box office 
located in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse at Marshall or 
going online to www.marshallartistsseries.org or www.
ticketmaster.com.

Liza Minnelli performs at Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center on Sunday, Sept. 12, 
2010, in Huntington. 

2010 
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Against all odds, the 1927-built Keith-Albee Mighty 
Wurlitzer (Opus 1780), which has been gone from the 
building since 1957, is back home after more than half a 
century.

First moved to Muscatine, Iowa, back to Charleston, W.Va., 
and then to Greensboro, N.C., the more than 1,000-pound, 
three-manual (keyboards) console has been bought for 
$30,000 by local resident and organist, Bob Edmunds.

Edmunds, who oversees the Huntington Theatre Organ 
Project, Inc., is headed back down to North Carolina the 
weekend of Oct. 9, to fill a truck with the majestic organ’s 
13 ranks of pipes that have an arsenal of tones (from 
clarinet, trumpet and vox humana, to violin and tuba) 
as well as the full gamut of silent movie sound effects 
including car horn, sirens, doorbells, ocean surf and 
horses hooves.

When he gets back, he and the Organ Project members, 
are going to start building the ultimate theater organ 
-- combining some of the Keith organ’s 13 ranks of pipes 
to the current configuration of seven ranks of pipes that 
belong to the Keith organ’s cousin, the Bluefield Granada 
Theater Organ, which was installed in 2001.

In addition to the Wurlitzers, they’ve got parts of a 
1926 Kimball theater organ as well as pipework from 
Parkersburg Smoot Theater organ, that will give the 
historic Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center a one-of-
a-kind super organ that can pump out full and lush 
orchestral sounds of a by-gone era.

Edmunds said it is quite a miracle to have the organ back 
at all.

Most folks had lost track of the organ’s whereabouts, 
but Edmunds, who was teaching a class at Georgetown 
College in central Kentucky about 20 years ago, stumbled 
upon the location of the Keith’s original organ when a 
student from Charleston happened to mention in class 
that her dad had an organ like the one Edmunds had in a 
photo.

Since that serendipitous discovery, Edmunds has kept 
close tabs on the original Keith organ as it was bought 
and sold, and even got to play it back in 2001.

After 53-years, the Keith-Albee’s 
Mighty Wurlitzer Organ is Home
The Herald-Dispatch | September 25, 2010

About a year ago, Edmunds found out the person who 
had bought the organ in Greensboro, N.C., was not going 
to install it in his home, but wanted to sell it. Edmunds 
jumped at the chance to bring it back home. He forked 
over the money and has brought the organ home.

“It’s a good price for it,” Edmunds said, “I mean if you tried 
to have one made new it would cost half a million dollars. 
But there is something about the Wurlitzer that makes 
them special. Something about the Wurlitzer name and 
the quality of the building.”

And while a few of the grand theater organs remain in 
place, very few theaters in the region have an organ, let 
alone the original theater organ from 80 years ago.

“There’s maybe 200 theater organs that were originally 
built for a theater that are still there,” Edmunds said. “There 
are so few of them, and that is the whole idea of the organ 
project is to reinstall the organ in its home. This is what it 
was built for and where it belongs.”

To make it all happen, the non-profit, Huntington Theatre 
Organ Project, Inc., is launching its “Organ Donor” program 
with a goal of raising $200,000.

About $100,000 will be used to buy and install the organ 
while another $100,000 will be set up in a fund for future 
upkeep of the instruments (regular tuning, maintenance, 
upgrades) and to provide funds for educational research.

Edmunds said the top needs will be repairing and 
upgrading the console, new winding, wiring, framing, 
repairing some pipework, and a new relay/player system.

Bob Edmunds, who has found the originial Keith-Albee organ, and is having it 
put back in the historic theater. 
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Hospice House Hosting Fundraiser at Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | November 5, 2010

HUNTINGTON -- Hospice of Huntington will present its fall fundraiser, “No Place Like Home,” at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
6, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center.

The musical showcase features a cast of theater professionals with song, dance, acting and narration. Several of the 
show’s story lines have been creatively woven by real-life stories from people throughout the community who have a 
personal connection with hospice care.

Cost is $15, and doors open at 6:30 p.m. Proceeds benefit the Hospice House of Huntington.

While the Keith already has the smaller Grenada organ 
installed and playing, Edmunds said that the original 
organ, which has twice as many ranks of pipes as the 
current one, will bring the majestic quality that was 
intended for the vaudeville and silent movie theater that 
was opened in 1928.

“Oh, it will hit you in the face,” Edmunds said of the 
thunderous sound. “And we hope to add some more stuff 
to it and make it 18 to 20 ranks.”

(After 53-years, the Keith-Albee’s Mighty Wurlitzer Organ is Home)

2010 
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Keith-Albee Hosts 2011 Greek Shows
The Herald-Dispatch | April 10, 2011

HUNTINGTON -- Marshall University’s sororities and 
fraternities gathered again for some healthy competition 
Sunday as they performed skits and routines for a large 
crowd of classmates during the 2011 Greek Show, which 
took place at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
downtown.

“It’s definitely one of the biggest events of Greek Week,” 
said Greek adviser Megan Kelly, who will graduate this 
spring. “Some sororities have been practicing since 
January. And it’s always interesting to see how creative 
everyone can be.”

The Marshall Greek community has 20 organizations that 
work together through the governing councils of the 
Interfraternity Council, the Panhellenic Council and the 
National Pan-Hellenic Council. Greek Week features a 
variety of competitions involving fraternities and sororities.

The purpose of Greek Week, according to the student-
developed mission statement, is “to promote Greek 
unity within the Marshall Greek community through 
healthy competition that promotes leadership and 
service to others, while recognizing the achievement 
of our community tradition of being active in campus 
involvement and throughout the community.”

That mission shines through during the Greek Show, said 
Dennis Poillon, vice president of education programs for 
the Interfraternity Council.

“You have to mention each Greek organization,” he said.

For the sisters of Alpha Xi Delta, it was also about 
upholding a reputation, said Ashton Bias.

“We never win tug-of-war or the eating contests, but we 
can dance,” she said. “This is where we feel like we can 
shine.”

The sorority performed a high-energy “Jock Jams”-
inspired routine with hula hoops and bouncy balls for the 
audience.

For Tau Kappa Epsilon, which made a comeback this 
year at Marshall, the Greek Show was a chance to remind 
Marshall students that the “Tekes” are back, said Greg 
Parkins, the Greek Week chairman for TKE. His group 
performed skits about guys getting ready to head out for 
the night.

“This is our chance to show everybody that we’re back, 
we’re in it, and we’re happy to be part of the Greek 
community again,” Parkins said before the show.

Greek Week continues this week with swim relay and 
volleyball tournament on Monday, soccer competitions 
on Tuesday and charity events on Wednesday, including a 
Faculty/Staff Appreciation Breakfast, a KODA’s Donate Life 
event and a Walk a Mile in Her Shoes and Human Ribbon
Campaign. Thursday wraps up with a basketball 
tournament and Greek Awards Banquet.

The Greek Show, part of Greek Week at Marshall, is conducted Sunday, April 10, 
2011, in Huntington.

2011
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Keith-Albee’s Sign Taken Down
The Herald-Dispatch | July 8, 2011

Fourth Avenue in downtown Huntington lost an integral 
part of its history Friday. But officials hope it is only 
temporary.

The vertical Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center sign, 
which has hung from the theater since it opened in 1928, 
was taken down so it could be inspected. The sign was 
damaged June 7 when a strong thunderstorm barreled 
through the region. Wind gusts caused a piece of copper 
at the seam between “Keith” and “Albee” to break loose.
Several spectators lined 4th Avenue while others watched 
from office windows above as workers with Paris Signs 
used a crane to carefully lower the upper section of the 
sign onto a flatbed trailer. The workers with Paris Signs 
rewarded a few people who stuck around longer than 
others with paint-coated light bulbs from the sign to take 
home as a memento.

Herbert Parsons of Altizer brought his camera to record 
the event. He planned to upload the pictures on Facebook 
for his out-of-town friends who used to live in Huntington.
“It’s another piece of history disappearing from our 

downtown,” he said. “I sure hope they are able to restore it. 
This building just doesn’t look the same without it.”
The sign’s removal also made a stressful morning for David 
Tyson, co-president of the Keith-Albee Foundation. 

The building has been under the care of the non-profit 
organization since 2006 when Derek Hyman and family 
relinquished ownership. It has since been transformed 
from a movie theater to a performing arts center.

“I’ve been up since 3 a.m. worried,” Tyson said Friday 
morning. “That sign is a symbol of the downtown. The 
Keith-Albee is the heart of the community.”

The sign was taken to a storage building owned by the 
Cabell County Commission a few blocks away on 4th 
Avenue. There, it will be inspected to assess the extent of 
the damage and determine the costs of its restoration, 
Tyson said. There is no timetable yet on how long that 
process will take, he said.

“The goal obviously is to restore the sign and put it back 
in its rightful place,” he said. “We’ve already made contact 
with several sign restoration companies.”

Clifton Mills and other workers from Paris Signs remove the top half of the Keith-Albee sign from the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center building on Friday, July 8, 
2011, in Huntington.
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Effort Begins to Fix Keith-Albee Sign
The Herald-Dispatch | August 17, 2011

Fundraising efforts are under way to save an integral part of downtown Huntington’s history.

The vertical Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center sign, which was damaged by strong winds during a thunderstorm 
in June, can be repaired, says David Tyson, co-president of the Keith-Albee Foundation. But initial estimates to fix the 
83-year-old sign are $28,000.

The sign was removed July 8 and taken to a storage building owned by the Cabell County Commission a few blocks 
away on 4th Avenue. Paris Signs has inspected the sign and found that the exterior is in good shape, but the interior 
needs a lot of work, said Donna May, a project manager for the Marshall Artists Series who also helps with event 
planning at the performing arts center.

“The restoration plan is to use the existing skin but rebuild the framework on the inside with new electrical components 
and new neon,” May said.

Workers from Paris Signs remove the top half of the Keith-Albee sign from the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center building on Friday, July 8, 2011,
in Huntington.
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Keith-Albee Gets a Helping Hand
The Herald-Dispatch | March 21, 2012

HUNTINGTON -- The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center’s 
chimney is being repaired this week because of the efforts 
of three companies.

The Keith-Albee Foundation’s Board of Directors has paid 
close attention to the 50-foot-tall brick chimney for a few 
years, but concerns that it could crumble onto 4th Avenue 
grew recently when workers in the Frederick Building 
across the street said they could see light shining through 
the chimney because of severe cracking.

That’s when David Muth, owner of Advanced Building 
Restoration in Huntington, stepped into the picture. 
Board member Liza Caldwell called Muth and asked him 
to take a look at the chimney, which is located on the 
western end of the 84-year-old theater. Muth is familiar 
with the chimney because he was asked a few years ago 
to estimate how much it would cost to tear down the 
structure to the roof line of the historic theater.

“The first time I looked at it, I measured the dimensions 
and estimated there were about 22,000 bricks that would 
have to be removed,” Muth said. “It was a cost-prohibitive 
venture.”

This time around, Muth has called on Par Roofing and 
United Rentals to help him. And all three are partnering to 
make the job affordable for the Foundation.

“It’s at least a $20,000-$30,000 repair,” Muth said. 
“Everybody’s chipping in and helping to reduce the cost.”

United Rentals shipped a 120-foot lift from Lexington, 
Ky., to Huntington at no charge so Muth’s masons can 
stabilize the chimney with metal rods and seal the cracks 
with a hydraulic mortar. Par Roofing will help Friday when 
it lifts a new metal cap onto the top of the chimney.

“There is a cap on top of the chimney now, but it has 
deteriorated greatly,” Muth said. “When that happens, 

water is free to cut a crack all the way down into the 
masonry subsurface.
“The cap will have a vent on it, because the chimney is 
still used to ventilate the hot water tanks and any boiler 
system they might have in the building.”

David Tyson, co-president of the Keith-Albee Foundation, 
applauded co-president Bob Plymale and Caldwell for 
working with Muth on the chimney project.

“All of the companies involved have certainly made this 
project much more manageable and we’re very grateful 
for it,” Tyson said.

Meanwhile, the foundation completed raising the $32,000 
needed to restore the Keith-Albee’s marquee sign after it 
sustained storm damage last summer. Paris Signs should 
have the sign restored and back in its place by early 
summer, Tyson said.

The foundation now is turning its attention to replacing 
the Keith-Albee’s roof, he said. The section over the stage 
has been repaired, but replacing the rest of the roof will 
cost about $800,000, he said.

Employees with Advanced Building Restoration work to stabilize the chimney 
on the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Monday. 

Gallery: Glen Campbell
The Herald-Dispatch | January 6, 2012

Country legend Glen Campbell performed at the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center as part of the Marshall 
Artists Series 2011-2012 season on Thursday, Jan. 5.

The legendary Glen Campbell kicks off the 2012 portion of the Marshall Artist 
Series’ 75th anniversary at the historic Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
Thursday January 5, 2012.
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Keith-Albee Sign Returns Downtown
The Herald-Dispatch | May 23, 2012

Complete with new green and white lights, the iconic Keith Albee sign returned Wednesday to its 4th Avenue home — 
the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center.

The sign, restored and installed by Paris Signs, rolled into the 1000 block of 4th Avenue about 7:30 a.m. Wednesday. The 
re-installation process caused the roadway to be closed for much of the day.

The 83-year-old sign was removed in July 2011 after it received storm damage. A “Save Our Sign” benefit concert then 
raised a little less than $28,500 for the necessary repairs in September 2011.

The Keith Albee Performing Arts Center’s iconic sign arrives Wednesday, May 23, 2012, in the 1000 block of 4th Avenue. The sign was restored after it received storm 
damage last year.
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Hospice Celebrates 30 Years 
with Concert
The Herald-Dispatch | November 1, 2012

Lois and Tim White couldn’t think of a better way to 
celebrate Lous’ birthday than by attending the Landau 
Eugene Murphy Jr. show Thursday evening.

The Whites, who live in Huntington, said they were eager 
to see one of Murphy’s shows, but they had been having 
trouble getting tickets before they sold out.

“We always thought we were going to get to go, but we 
just weren’t getting there in time,” Lois White said. “Finally 
my daughter saw when this show would be, a couple 
of days before my birthday, and she surprised me with 
tickets. It was a wonderful surprise.”

The Whites weren’t the only ones celebrating at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center, which was nearly sold 
out as part of Hospice of Huntington’s 30th anniversary 
celebration.

Hospice of Huntington has been a place of closure and 
comfort for more than 15,000 people and their families 
since 1982, and Thursday’s concert was not only a 
celebration of the organization’s contributions to the 
community but also a kick-off to National Hospice Month 
during November.

The theme of Murphy’s performance was “Motown 
meets Rat Pack: R&B Classics and Songs from the Great 
American Songbook,” the music that has made him 
famous.

In an interview with The Herald-Dispatch in July, Murphy 
said it was important for him to be able to use his new 
fame to give back to the Mountain State.

“Now that I’m in a position to help people, I need to do 
it,” Murphy said. “It’s part of my heart and the upbringing 
from my parents. We’ve got to help others.”

For more information about Hospice of Huntington, visit 
www.hospiceofhuntington.org.

2012

Landau Eugene Murphy Jr. performs as Hospice of Huntington celebrates 30 
years on Thursday, Nov. 1, 2012, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in 
Huntington.
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John Legend to play Thursday Night 
at the Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | September 17, 2012

HUNTINGTON -- Spend a night enjoying the music of 
John Legend at 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 20, at the Keith 
Albee Performing Arts Center where he will also give 
insight about his thoughts on social justice and poverty in 
America.

Presented by the Marshall Student Activities 
Programming Board, Legend’s hybrid lecture/
performance highlights his life, career and passion to 
make a positive impact on the world. He performs 3 to 4 
songs on piano during the lecture.

Legend is a multi-platinum selling singer/songwriter who 
is also known for his work as a philanthropist and social 
activist. He has won numerous awards including nine 
Grammy Awards, 2NAACP Image Awards and was named 
one of Time Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People.
Legend has collaborated with a variety of stars in the Hip 
Hop and R&B communities including Kanye West, The 
Roots, The Black Eyed Peas, Alicia Keys, Lauryn Hill and 
Jay-Z. His albums”Evolver,” “Wake Up!” and “Get Lifted” all 
debuted at the top of the charts.

Legend launched the “Show Me Campaign,” a non-profit 
organization fighting poverty around the world. He has 
been recognized several times for his activism including 
the 2010 BET Humanitarian of the Year Award and the 
2009 CARE Humanitarian Award for Global Change.
An Evening with John Legend: Lecture & Performance 
will be at 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 20, at the Keith Albee 
Performing Arts Center. Tickets for this event are $45 
or $40 for the general public and$15 or $10 for Marshall 

University students. Non-student tickets can be purchased 
by contacting the Marshall Artists Series at 304-696-6656, 
online at ticketmaster.com or by coming to the box office 
at the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center at Marshall.

 An Evening with John Legend: Lecture & Performance 
is also sponsored by First Sentry Bank, Dr.Jeff & Mrs. 
Brooke Leaberry, Jeff & Amber Biederman, R. Lee Booten 
II, Attorney at Law, KEE 100,Oldies 97.1, WSAZ Newchannel 
3, The Herald-Dispatch, Marshall University, The College of 
FineArts and The Marshall Artists Series.

Here’s a look at the rest of the fall semester’s Marshall 
Artists Series season:

“Titanic: The Broadway Musical” at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 
1, at the Keith-Albee Performing ArtsCenter. Tickets are 
$58/$50/$45.

“Skateistan” (documentary film). This documentary kicks 
off the Marshall Artists Series Fall International Film 
Festival, at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 11, in the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center. Tickets are $10.

The Fall International Film Festival is Oct. 12-17, at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. Featured films 
include: “A Separation” (Iran), “The Kid With A Bike” 
(Belgium), “Applause”(Denmark), “Beasts of the Southern 
Wild” (USA), “Footnote” (Israel), and “Headhunters” 
(Norway).Tickets are $7.50 per fi lm.

Mountain Stage at 7 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 4. Join Larry Groce, 
host and artistic director of the iconic West Virginia radio 
program. Artists performing include Dr. Dog, Spirit Family 
Reunion and The Mountain Goats. More artists are to be 
announced. Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 at the 
door.

The Irish Tenors Holiday Celebration. Enjoy the boisterous 
charm of The Irish Tenors - Ronan Tynan,Finbar Wright 
and Anthony Kearns, with a full 30-piece orchestra at 7:30 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 3, at the Keith Albee Performing Arts 
Center. Tickets are $62.50/$50/$45.

The Marshall Artists Series accepts all major credit cards. 
For tickets call the Marshall Artists Series box office at 304-
696-6656. Order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com.

Visit the box office in the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts 
Center on the Marshall University campus. Box office.
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Irish Tenors Bring Show to Huntington
The Herald-Dispatch | December 3, 2012

The Irish Tenors, a trio of men who have played to sold-out crowds at Radio City Music Hall in New York City and the 
Sydney Opera House in Australia, visited the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington Monday night to 
perform their Holiday Celebration show.

The group includes Finbar Wright, Anthony Kearns and Ronan Tynan, who have been touring ogether as The Irish 
Tenors since 1998.

Another holiday show is coming up soon as well. The Huntington Symphony Orchestra will perform its Christmas show, 
“Holiday Memories,” at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15, at Big Sandy Superstore Arena.

The concert will feature The Lettermen. Tickets start at $25. For more information, visit www.huntingtonsymphony.org 
or call 304-781-8343.

2012
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Smokey Robinson Lights up Keith-Albee Stage
The Herald-Dispatch | February 16, 2013

Motown came downtown Saturday night when Smokey Robinson took to the stage at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center.

The concert was the latest offering from the Marshall Artists Series.

Robinson, who founded the first group signed to Berry Gordy’s Motown Records, has donned almost every hat there is 
to be worn in the musical industry as a performer, songwriter, producer, talent scout and eventually the VP of Motown.

The concert was sponsored by Cabell Huntington Hospital, Beford Auto, Verizon, Marshall Health, WV Lottery, 
Ransbottom Law Office, River Cities Anesthesia, Community Trust Bank, David & Kim Robinson, KEE 100, WVHU, The 
Herald-Dispatch, WSAZ, Marshall University, MU College of Fine Arts and the Marshall Artists Series.

The next event from the MAS will be the Spring International Film Festival from Friday, Feb. 22, to Thursday, Feb. 28, at 
the Keith-Albee.

For more information about upcoming events, visit www.marshall.edu/muartser.

Smokey Robinson performing at  the Kieth-Albee.

2013
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Tony Award Wining Broadway Hit 
“Hair“ Coming to Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | March 2, 2013

HUNTINGTON -- If you run into 26-year-old California 
native Brian Scott on the street you might be surprised by 
a twenty something jive talking like its 1968.

“Yeah, I do use the word ‘bummer’ and I say I ‘dig it,’ a lot 
too, lot more than I used to,” Scott said with a laugh.

Talking like one far out hippie cool cat, well, that’s just one 
of the funny occupational hazards of playing a hippie just 
about every night of the week as the national tour of the 
epic 1960s rock musical, “Hair” winds its way across the 
U.S., Canada and Japan.

Come 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 7, you can stroll 
downtown for some of that free love and good vibes 
yourself as the historic Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
hosts the 2009 Tony Award-Winning Broadway Revival of 
the “Hair.”

Tickets to the Marshall Artists Series event are $58, $50 
and $45. Tickets can be purchased by visiting the Joan 
C. Edwards box office, calling 304-696-6656, or online at 
ticketmaster.com

A Northern Colorado University graduate who spent two 
years touring as a ringmaster with the Ringling Brothers 
Barnum and Bailey Circus, said it has been a wild career 
ride stepping from the circus world straight into touring 
with the energetic rock musical.

“Dude, it’s a rock party,” Scott said by phone. “We’re 
singing all of this fantastic music, this music that is driven 
and that’s fun to sing, and we’re getting to dance around 
out there like a bunch of hippies and we don’t just do it on 
stage, we run out in the audience and dance with them 
and get the audience members up on stage to sing, ‘Let 
the Sunshine in.’ It’s a huge party and a huge rock show 
every night.”

For those too young or who enjoyed the 60s too much 
to remember, “Hair” is packed with the power of all of 
those sing-a-long hit songs such as “Let the Sun Shine In,” 
“Aquarius,” “Hair” and “Good Morning Starshine.”

Two of the show’s most famous peace and love anthems -- 
“Let the Sun Shine In” and “Aquarius” -- became huge hits 
for the Fifth Dimension as well.

All of those songs come washed live with the tour’s rock 
band (armed with double keyboards, two drummers, 
a guitarist, bassist and multi-horn player), and the tour 
actually features the vibrant and color-splashed sets and 
costumes of the Broadway revival of “Hair.”

“This is a cool thing to let everybody know is that 
everybody will see the costumes, the set and even 
the blocking and choreography from the 2009 revival 
production that was put on,” Scott said. “So what we are 
bringing to West Virginia and the rest of the country is 
the Broadway show for all the people who didn’t get to 
see it in New York City you can come and see that caliber 
of performance. It really is a beautiful unit set tucked on 
staged and a lovely sunshine backdrop.”

Called “the first Broadway musical in some time to have 
the authentic voice of today rather than the day before 
yesterday,” by New York Times theatre critic Clive Barnes 
when it opened on April 29, 1968, “Hair” follows a group 
of hopeful, free-spirited young people who advocate a 
lifestyle of pacifism and free-love in a society riddled with 
brutality and intolerance during the Vietnam War.

As the tribe in “Hair” explores sexual identity, challenges 
racism, experiments with drugs and burns draft cards, 
the musical creates an irresistible message of hope that 
continues to resonate with audiences more than 40 years 
later.

Scott said researching for the role he began to see a 
clearer understanding beyond the sex, drugs and rock 
‘n’ roll as to the message of the movement and the push 
for civil and social rights. That’s given him a new found 
respect for the hippie nation.

He thinks that the show’s message of peace and love 
could never be more relevant.

“Aside from the music I think it’s the message too that is 
timeless,” Scott said. “The reality is that they are talking 
about a lot of the stuff that we still care about today. 
They were for love and social equality and opposed 
unpopular wars and felt passionate about peace -- all 
things that we need just as much today as they needed 
in the past. When people come to the show I think they 
recognize how that message is still so important today.” 
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Keith-Albee Repairs Near Completion
The Herald-Dispatch | July 13, 2013

HUNTINGTON -- The roof project of the Keith-Allbee 
Performing Arts Center is about two weeks away from 
completion.

Doors are being replaced and caps worked on, along with 
other finishing touches, said Bob Plymale, co-president 
of the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Inc., the non-
profit entity which oversees the historic theater on 4th 
Avenue in downtown Huntington.

PAR Roofing of Huntington has been the roofer on the 
project, which got started earlier this year. This combined 
with prior work done on the roof brings the total cost of 
the roof repairs to about $700,000, Plymale said. The roof 
had significant leaks over the stage area, where repairs 
were made a couple years ago.

“It’s pretty exciting after all the stuff we’ve had to finally 
say it’s just about finished,” Plymale said, adding that the 

roof had to be secure before other improvements could 
be made. “The trademark of a Thomas Lamb theater of 
this nature is the atmospheric ceiling where you look 
like you’re looking into the sky. If we hadn’t finished the 
repairs, the damage to that could have been so costly 
we couldn’t continue to operate because of the cost of 
repairing the roof and the ceiling.

“It’s timely from that standpoint, and just the fact that 
we can start moving on to other infrastructure issues (is 
exciting). We’re doing planning of the details on that now.”
Upcoming projects include improvements to the heating 
and cooling system, as well as the wiring of the theater, 
which opened in 1928.

“The roof was the first thing, and now we move on to 
other things before we move on to cosmetic issues,” 
Plymale said. “We did everything in the manner of doing 
it for historical theater. Everything we have done has been 
approved through the Division of Culture and History. One 
of our next plans is to get the theater on the historical 
register. It’s in a historic district but not on the register.”

New roofing is being installed at the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington
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Comedian and Actor Bill Burr to Bring 
Standup Act to Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | September 16, 2013

Thanks to the MU Office of Student Involvement, Bill Burr 
and his uncensored ways are coming to the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center.

Starring recently in the “The Heat,” with Sandra Bullock 
and Melissa McCarthy, Burr, will be bringing his spicy 
comedy to the stage of the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 18. 

Having one of the freshest voices in comedy today, Burr 
will speak to a new generation in this night of comedy.  
He boasts an impressive comedic résumé.  Fans should 
expect to see the same uninformed logic that proved 
successful on Chappelle’s Show, The Late Show with David 
Letterman, and Showtime at the Apollo.

The show is brought to the area by the MU Office of 
Student Involvement, as well as 24/7 Comedy, WAMX, 
The Herald Dispatch, Marshall University, the Marshall 
University College of Arts and Media, and the Marshall 
Artists Series. 

Tickets are $25 at the Marshall Artists Series box office 
at 304-696-6656. Or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.
com.  You may also visit the box office located in the Joan 
C. Edwards Performing Arts Center from noon to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Natalie Cole Performs as Part of 
Marshall Artists Series
The Herald-Dispatch | October 11, 2013

Legendary R&B singer Natalie Cole hit all the right notes 
during her Marshall Artists Series concert at the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center on Thursday evening.

Cole was in town on her “An Unforgettable Evening” tour 
to promote her first new album in five years, “Natalie Cole 
En Espanol.”

The Grammy winner wowed the audience with her vocals, 
performing her classics and paying tribute to her father, 
Nat King Cole.

Upcoming performers in the Marshall Artists Series 
include Jason Mraz on Oct. 18, comedian Kevin Pollack on 
Oct. 28 and Blue Man Group on Nov. 12 and 13.

Natalie Cole performs as part of the Marshall Artist Series on Thursday, Oct. 10, 
2013, at Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington. 

Sholten Singer/The Herald-Dispatch
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Jason Mraz Performs Sold-Out Show
The Herald-Dispatch | October 18, 2013

A sell-out crowd packed the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center Friday night for an acoustic show by singer-
songwriter Jason Mraz.

The Grammy Award winner was in town Friday night as 
part of the Marshall Artists Series.

“We’ve been sold out for over two weeks,” said Angela 
Jones, director of marketing for the Marshall Artist Series. 
“He’s a young, popular artist so we had an idea it would be 
a sell-out, and Marshall students would want to see him.”

Mraz began his career with an acoustic album, “Live at 
Java Joe’s,” in 2001. The following year, he released his 
first major-label album, “Waiting for My Rocket to Come,” 
which produced the hit single, “The Remedy (I Wont’ 
Worry).”

Mraz returned to prominence in 2008 with his record-
breaking single “I’m Yours,” which charted 76 weeks 
on Billboard’s Hot 100 and earned Mraz two Grammy 
nominations.

Up next in the Marshall Artist Series are comedian Kevin 
Pollack on Oct. 28 and Blue Man Group on Nov. 12 and 13.

Jason Mraz performs a concert as part of the Marshall Artists Series on Friday, 
Oct. 18, 2013, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington.

Mark Webb/The Herald-Dispatch

2013

Kevin Pollak Brings Act to Town as 
Part of Marshall Artists Series
The Herald-Dispatch | October 29, 2013

Funnyman Kevin Pollak, known for his roles in such films 
as “The Usual Suspects,” “A Few Good Men” and “Grumpy 
Old Men,” brought his brand of humor to Huntington on 
Monday for the crowd at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center as part of the Marshall Artists Series.

Named by Comedy Central as one of the Top 100 
comedians of all time, Pollak has been performing stand-
up since age 10, and since landing his first role in George 
Lucas’ “Willow,” has been in more than 70 films.

Next up for the series is the experimental music/theater 
experience that is the Blue Man Group, slated for two 
nights of shows Tuesday and Wednesday, Nov. 12 and 
13. This year’s Fall International Film Festival runs Nov. 
15-21 and features “The Intouchables” (France); “Reality” 
(Italy); “The Silence” (Germany); “The Angel’s Share” (UK/
Scotland/Belgium/Italy); “Love is All You Need” (Denmark); 
and “No” (Chile). The series finishes out 2013 with a Blood, 
Sweat and Tears holiday celebration with orchestra on 
Dec. 3.

Visit http://www.marshall.edu/muartser for more 
information.

Stand-up comedian Kevin Pollak performs at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center, Monday, Oct. 28, 2013, in Huntington. 

Marcus Constantino/The Herald-Dispatch
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Keith-Albee PAC Gala to Feature a 
1920s Theme
The Herald-Dispatch | November 11, 2013

Two jazz orchestras, a dance troupe and a vaudeville-
themed magician and escape artist are booked for the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Gala, entitled “1928” 
scheduled from 7 to 11 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 23 at the Keith 
Albee Theater.

The event commemorates the 85th anniversary of the 
historic theater which opened in 1928. In keeping with that 
theme, guests are encouraged to wear attire from that 
era or formal wear, if preferred. The evening will include 
premium cuisine, legal beverages, a silent auction, and a 
full roster of live entertainment.

Tickets are $100 and may be purchased at The Old Village 
Roaster, adjacent to the theater, or at the offces of the 
Marshall Artists Series on campus. Tickets can also be 
purchased at the door.

The limited silent auction will include some historic 
artifacts from the Keith-Albee, a gift package provided by 
businesses who are neighbors of the Keith-Albee, a classic 
dinner for six people hosted by Huntington.

Mayor Steve Williams and First Lady Mary Poindexter 
Williams, a Broadway package, and a special surprise item.
The first hour will feature a guest reception in the ornate 
lobby and mezzanine featuring live period-specific music 
by the Backyard Dixie Stompers. At 8 p.m. the auditorium 
doors will open and guests will be treated to music on the 

theater’s vintage Wurlitzer organ as they are seated for a 
brief stage presentation.

That will be followed by a tap dance presentation for the 
first time in many decades. The dance mistress, Nancy 
Carter, is the proud daughter of feature performer and 
Vaudeville legend Bob Carter who danced as a feature act 
on that stage in 1928,

The Vaudeville theme will continue with a performance 
by comedian/magician/escape artist Bobby Maverick. His 
show will close with a patented trick made famous by the 
renowned Harry Houdini, who was also rumored to have 
been a performer in the early years of the Keith-Albee.

The evening will continue with dancing under the stars 
of the Keith-Albee with the RKO Orchestra, comprised of 
veteran performers from the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, 
The Glenn Miller Band, Count Basie Orchestra, and many 
other big bands.

The 1928 fundraising gala is the first of 15 events to take 
place annually, culminating in the 100th anniversary 
celebration in 2028. All profits will be applied to the 
budget for on-going operations, renovation and 
restoration projects. It is hoped that the theater will 
be completely restored to its original splendor by that 
landmark date.

For more information, contact Bill Heaberlin at 304-697-
4222 or join the Facebook group: “1928 Keith Albee Gala.”

Gallery: Keith Albee Gala, “1928”
The Herald-Dispatch | November 23, 2013

The Keith Albee Performing Arts Center commemorates its 85th anniversary with a Gala entitled “1928” on Saturday, 
Nov. 23, 2013, at the Keith-Albee Theater in downtown Huntington.
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Blue Man Group performs at 
Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | November 13, 2013

The Blue Man Group brought the theatrics to town 
Tuesday for the first of two shows this week as part of the 
Marshall Artists Series.

The non-talking percussionists and actors trucked in their 
massive video, paint and music-splashed multimedia 
production to the historic Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center for a mind-blowing 90-minute performance.

Before the show, percussion students at Marshall 
University had the opportunity to meet with one of the 
starring Blue Men, Russell Rinker.

Rinker is a graduate of The College of William and Mary. 
As a Blue Man, he has performed all over the world and on 
TV shows like “The Tonight Show,” “Arrested Development” 
and “Shake It Up!”

The Blue Man Group, which rotates 100 performers, has 
been on a national tour since September 2010. The latest 
show features imaginative technology and some classic 
Blue Man bits.

The group will perform again Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets for the interactive show are $65.06, $56.50 and 
$51.15 at the Marshall Artists Series Box Office. Tickets can 
also be purchased by calling 304-696-6656.

The performances are sponsored by Cabell Huntington 
Hospital.

The Blue Man Group performs as part of the Marshall Artists Series at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2013.

Toril Lavender/For The Herald-Dispatch

Gallery: Blood, Sweat & Tears 
at Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | December 3, 2013

Blood, Sweat & Tears featuring Bo Bice performs at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 
2013.

lood Sweat and Tears featuring Bo Bice performs at the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center at part of the Marshall Artists Series on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2013.

Toril Lavender/For The Herald-Dispatch
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‘Million Dollar Quartet’ to Heat 
Things up This Sunday at the 
Keith-Albee Theater
The Herald-Dispatch | January 22, 2014

Coincidence or no, when Million Dollar Quartet began 
its 2014 tour it was -10 degrees in Peoria, but since night 
after night of stage-sizzling “Great Balls of Fire,” the 
temperatures have been soaring across the country.

“We kicked off in Peoria and it was 10 below. We’re in 
Paducah now and it’s mighty nice; it’s 50 degrees but it 
feels like 70, and we might have to go to the beach,” said 
John Countryman, the 24-year-old firecracker of a piano 
player who plays Jerry Lee Lewis.

Causing temperatures to rise in every town they stop 
in, it’s the nationally-touring Broadway musical tour of 
“Million Dollar Quartet,” that kicks off the spring semester 
of the 77th season of the Marshall Artists Series with a 
night of rock ‘n’ roll and Memphis soul at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 26 at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center, 825 4th 
Ave., downtown Huntington.

Tickets are $65.06, $56.50 and $51.15 and on sale now 
through the Marshall Artists Series box office, online and 
by phone.

For those who don’t know the story, “MIllion Dollar 
Quartet,” follows the serendipity-filled day of Dec. 4, 
1956 when Sam Phillips and Cowboy Jack Clements 
were recording Carl Perkins in the Sun Record Studios in 
Memphis, Tenn. A young Jerry Lee Lewis was pounding 
out some keys for Perkins who’d already had a big hit with 
“Blue Suede Shoes.”

Fellow area residents, and soon-to-be-superstars 
Johnny Cash and Elvis Presley happened to stop by. An 
impromptu jam broke out and although the Memphis 
newspaper tabbed the sessions “the Million Dollar 
Quartet,” the recordings of the famous 17-song session 
were not released until 1981 in Europe, then more tracks 
were found and released as “The Complete Million Dollar 
Quartet Sessions” in 1990 in the U.S.

Countryman, a home-schooled piano player who grew 
up in North Carolina and who now is based out of 
Annapolis, Md., said it has been a dream come true as a 
young, energy-filled Jerry Lee disciple to get to star in the 
rockabilly riot that is “Million Dollar Quartet.”

“I have been pretty lucky the way the show works,” 
Countryman said. “It is telling the story of it all and then 
after we go out and do the bows we go into a four-song 

encore and they bring everybody out, Johnny and Elvis 
and Carl Perkins and they let me come out and do ‘Whole 
Lotta Shakin’ Going On,’ and I end up on top of the piano 
hollering and have a whole lot of stuff going on. It’s real 
show biz and a whole lot of foot playing, and people want 
to see that happen and see me putting my foot up on the 
keys and I am more than happy to do that.”

Countryman said whether you’re a big-time Memphis and 
rockabilly fan or not, you’ll love the music, that features 
such now sing-a-long staples as “Blue Suede Shoes,” “Ring 
of Fire,” “That’s All Right,” “Sixteen Tons,” “Great Balls of 
Fire,” “I Walk the Line,” “Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On,” 
“See Ya Later, Alligator “Fever,” “Folsom Prison Blues,” and 
“Hound Dog.”

“If you like any of these guys or like that music it is a 
must-see. You’ve got to come to the show because it’s a 
fantastic, upbeat show,” Countryman said. “If you don’t 
know anything about these guys it is really like the best 
educational experience learning about all of these guys 
with the backdrop of kick (expletive) rock ‘n’ roll.”

Written by Floyd Mutrux and Colin Escott, the stage 
musical which dramatizes the Million Dollar Quartet 
session premiered at Florida’s Seaside Music Theatre 
and was then staged at Village Theatre in Issaquah, 
Washington (a Seattle suburb) in 2007.”

Read more https://www.herald-dispatch.com/

The Blue Man Group performs as part of the Marshall Artists Series at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2013.

Toril Lavender/For The Herald-Dispatch
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Gallery: Vienna Concert-Verein 
Orchestra
The Herald-Dispatch | January 30, 2014

The Marshall Artists Series brought the Vienna Concert-
Verein Orchestra to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center Thursday evening.

The Verein Orchestra performs as part of the Marshall Artists Series at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Thursday, January 30 , 2014.

Marshall Artists Series Presents 
Bizet’s ‘Carmen’
The Herald-Dispatch | February 21, 2014

Opera singers from around the world performed Bizet’s 
passion-filled opera “Carmen” in Huntington on Thursday 
night as part of the Marshall Artists Series.

Bulgarian native opera singer Giorgio Lalov and his opera 
touring company, Teatro Lirico D’Europa, brought the 
300-year-old opera to life for an audience at the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center.

Taking place in mid 19th-century Spain, “Carmen” tells the 
story of Don José, who is training for priesthood but has 
murdered a man in a quarrel and has since enlisted in the 
army. His mother and Micaela, a woman who hopes to 
marry him, have followed him to the south.

José loves Micaela but is then dazzled by the more 
passionate charms of a gypsy named Carmen. He goes to 
jail because he helps Carmen escape a fight she started. 
Meanwhile, Carmen has fallen in love with a bullfighter, 
Escamillo.

Although the opera ironically was not successful when 
Bizet first introduced it in 1875, “Carmen” has endured, 
Lalov said, because of its passionate story and amazing 
music.

“It’s something you see that happens in real life -- love and 
murder and passion -- and you put that into the music 
of Bizet and it is just great,” Lalov said. “It is one of those 
operas that you love to see over and over again.”

Up next in the Marshall Artists Series is “An Evening of 
Cabaret with Roslyn Kind” at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 11, 
at the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center. Tickets are 
$45.

“Bizet’s Carmen” is presented at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center on 
Thursday, Feb. 20, 2014, in Huntington.
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Gallery: “American Idiot” at the 
Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | April 24, 2014

The Marshall Artists Series presented “American Idiot” 
Thursday night at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
in Huntington.
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Keith-Albee Part of Historic 
Preservation Trust
The Herald-Dispatch | April 30, 2014

The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center (KAPAC) is now a 
member of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, a 
nonprofit organization based in Washington, D.C.

The Keith-Albee is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places as part of the Downtown Huntington 
Historic District.

New KAPAC board member Don Greathouse has 
scheduled a special fundraising reception from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 16. Members of the Orpheum Society are 
encouraged to attend and bring friends. Cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres will be served, with a special presentation 
and building tours the featured entertainment.

Noted theater and cinema architect Thomas W. Lamb 
built the Keith-Albee in 1928 with design elements that 
include Baroque styling, murals and an atmospheric 
ceiling. The Keith-Albee operated as a movie theater until 
closing in 2006 but continues to be the performance 
home to the Marshall Artists Series and a venue of choice 
for a wide variety of community events.

West Virginia Senator Robert Plymale and his wife 
Jennifer paid the membership fee to the National Trust on 
behalf of KAPAC. Plymale serves as co-chair of the KAPAC 
Board of Directors, along with Huntington attorney David 
Tyson.

“Being a member of the National Trust is important to the 
future of Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center,” Plymale 
said in a new release. “The National Trust preserves, 
saves and encourages the reuse and retrofit of older 
buildings,” he said. “They also have grant funds available to 
encourage protection of historic properties.”

Progress to date on the Keith-Albee includes $900,000 
for a new roof; installation of an accessible first-floor 
restroom; a new $150,000 fly-wheel system for the stage 
that quickly raises scenery, lights and other stage effects; 
increased seating capacity from 1,800 to 2,400 seats when 
space from two closed movie theaters was incorporated 
into the main hall; removal of the concession stand to 
bring the lobby back to the building’s original floor plan; 

replacement of small display cabinets; upgrades to the 
marquee; and ongoing repair and restoration of brickwork.
But many more improvements are required, including 
updating the dressing rooms to accommodate national 
and world-renowned artists, a new HVAC system and 
renovation of the inside of the theater.

“Huntington has a genuine treasure with the Keith-Albee,” 
Plymale said. “Not only will Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center continue as a vital part of our community, but an 
exciting period lies ahead for innovative new programs in 
arts and education.”

The Second Annual KAPAC Gala is scheduled for Nov. 29. 
Tickets will go on sale at the Sept. 16 fundraising event.

The Motown Experience performs during a fundraising gala for the Keith Albee 
Performing Arts Center, themed “The Magic of Motown,” on Saturday, Jan. 31, 
2015, in downtown Huntington.
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Fundraiser Highlights Needs 
of Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | September 26, 2014

Behind the curtain and below the stage is a part of the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center the public doesn’t get 
to see.

The plaster is chipping away, the furniture is dingy and the 
overall decor is anything but splendor.

It’s a part of the 86-year-old structure that only staff 
members and visiting performers get to see, and it’s 
probably for the best.

But those parts were open to donors Tuesday night during 
an Orpheum Society fundraising event.

They saw firsthand just how badly $12 million to $20 
million in renovations are needed at the historic theater.

“This place is a jewel,” said Bob Plymale, state senator 
and co-chair of The Orpheum Society. “You can’t find a 
theater from Cincinnati to D.C. like this, and you can’t find 
an atmospheric theater by Thomas Lamb anywhere in 
the United States and possibly internationally. We have a 
gem here, and we’re going to bring a lot of the arts and 
entertainment we need back into the city.”

About $1.2 million has already been invested into the 
structure to fix leaks and repair the roof, Plymale said. 
“Now, we’re starting to work on the inside.”

You can already see glimpses of what the Keith-Albee 
could be. New KAPAC board member Don Greathouse, 
who hosted Tuesday’s fundraiser, pointed out various 
parts of the lobby and theater that have been refurbished.
“If you look closely around the whole theater, you can 
see parts that have been refurbished,” he said, pointing 
toward a piece of the balcony.

The difference was obvious. The dingy, smoke-stained 
accents were shiny gold.

“There’s a big difference that people really don’t realize,” 
he said. “It’s not like we ran out of Windex while trying to 
clean the place. We had somebody come in and show us 
what we could do if we got the money.”

Among the projects are, of course, cleaning and repainting 
the accents the public sees and replacing the carpet and 
upholstery on the seats. But behind the curtain, so to say, 
is a whole other world of problems. More than a dozen 

dressing rooms look as if they were abandoned years ago, 
yet performers have been consistently using them for 
years.

The money just hasn’t been available to fix them up.

“We have a real dire need in terms of the dressing rooms,” 
Plymale said. “The dressing rooms are probably as bad 
as you could imagine. Not very many people who are 
entertainers would want to take a shower down there.
“Matter of fact, I’m not sure I would shower down there 
and I’m in politics,” he joked.

Junior Ross, who has maintained the building for decades, 
said the walls need to be taken out in the dressing rooms 
and all the electrical and plumbing needs to be replaced. 
Having worked in the building for more than 50 years, he 
had a laundry list of fixes that could be done throughout 
the structure -- like replacing the elevator and stage 
lights -- but they are just out of the question at this point 
because of finances.

“It’s a long process,” Greathouse said, estimating it could 
cost upward of $20 million to restore the theater. “Right 
now, we’re trying to raise at least $12 million so we can get 
a good start on this renovation and bring this theater back 
to its glory days.”

Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center board member Don Greathouse welcomes 
everyone to a special fundraising reception for the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center on Tuesday, September 16, 2014, at the theater in downtown Huntington.
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Tickets on Sale Now for Jay Leno 
Show at Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | October 6, 2014

The Marshall Artists Series is kicking off its 78th season 
with one of the biggest names in comedy.

Performing at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 16, Jay Leno will 
be bringing a little of late night with him and delighting 
audiences with his ‘everyman’ style at the historic Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center.

Providing mass-appeal through his personable style 
and work ethic, Leno enjoys testing his humor on live 
audiences. Performing over 100 shows every year, Jay is 
staying busy even in retirement. He has also gained an 
international following for his most recent venture - “Jay 
Leno’s Garage” where he scours the globe for unique 
automobiles and people.

And it is for endeavors such as these that Leno has 
received much attention and praise. “Jay Leno’s Garage” 
received an Emmy Award and Jay himself has been the 
recipient of The People’s Choice Award and other honors 
- including the Harris Poll selection as the most popular 
star on television and the Hasty Pudding Award at Harvard 
University. Perhaps the achievement Jay is most proud 
occurred during his tenure as NBC’s “Tonight Show” 
host. Within two years of taking over as host in 1992, Jay 
became the ratings leader of late night and never looked 
back. In fact, he would continue as ratings leader of late 
night for 50 consecutive quarters.  

Leno was more than a late night show host, however; his 
talents extended to writing, public speaking, voice-over 
artistry, and philanthropy. His children’s book “If Roast 
Beef Could Fly” immediately became a New York Times 
Bestseller upon its release in 2004. Jay’s follow-up book 
“How to be the Funniest Kid in Your Class” was a huge 
success upon its release, as was his other book “Leading 
with My Chin.”

Leno is also a frequent public speaker for General Motors 
and has served each year as the Master of Ceremonies. 
His work as voice-over artist is unmistakable in such 
films as “Cars” and “Igor” and the hit-TV show “The Fairly 
Oddparents” where the character of The Crimson Chin is 
a superhero inspired by Leno’s own noted jawline. Jay’s 
philanthropic efforts include performances for those 
devastated by the 9/11 tragedy, the tsunami in Thailand, 

hurricanes in the gulf, and the severe economic downturn 
in Detroit. He also leads the annual Love Ride in California 
to benefit numerous humanitarian organizations.

Leno is not alone in these efforts though - together 
with his wife Mavis they travel the globe helping those 
less fortunate. They have recently assisted the Gender 
Apartheid campaign and Feminist Majority to free Afghan 
women of Taliban rule, an effort for which Mavis and the 
Feminist Majority were nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize.

Tickets for Jay Leno are $93.95/67.20.

To purchase your ticket for this night of comedy, contact 
the Marshall Artists Series Box Office at 304-696-6656. 
Or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. You may 
also visit our box office located in the Joan C. Edwards 
Playhouse on the Marshall University campus. Box Office 
hours are Monday through Friday 12 p.m.-5 p.m.

Jay Leno is sponsored by St. Mary’s Medical Center, HIMG, 
CSX, Steptoe & Johnson, Nelson Mullins, AEP, Brickstreet 
Insurance, Ransbottom Law Office, First State Bank, 
KEE 100, WTCR, WSAZ, The Herald Dispatch, Marshall 
University, and the Marshall Artists Series.

Comedian Jay Leno will open the 78th season of the Marshall Artist Series on 
Thursday, Oct. 16, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center.

Courtesy of Mitchell Haaseth
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Frankie Valli and Four Seasons 
Pack Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | October 18, 2014

Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Frankie Valli brought the 
sounds of the 1960s to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center on Friday during the second night of the Marshall 
Artists Series’ 78th season.

It’s no surprise the historic theater was packed for Valli 
and the Four Seasons, who are hotter than ever thanks to 
the success of the recent movie and Tony Award winning 
musical “Jersey Boys,” which chronicles the life and times 
of Valli and his legendary group.

As a result, their classic songs, such as “Big Girls Don’t Cry,” 
“Walk Like a Man,” “Rag Doll” and “Can’t Take My Eyes Off 
You,” have risen to popularity once again.

Friday’s performance was part of back-to-back nights 
of entertainment courtesy of the Marshall Artists Series. 
Comedy legend and former “Tonight Show” host Jay Leno 
brought the laughs to the theater on Thursday night.

Up next, the Keith-Albee will host American Idol winner 
Phillip Phillips, best known for his multiplatinum, on-the-
radio-all-day-every-day hit “Home.” He’ll perform as part of 
the Marshall Artists Series at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 3. Ticket prices 
are $78 and $60, excluding fees.

Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons perform Friday, Oct. 17, 2014, at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center in Huntington, W.Va.

Sholten Singer/The Herald-Dispatch
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Tickets Going fast for Phillip Phillips 
November 3 Concert
The Herald-Dispatch | October 25, 2014

The Marshall Artists Series kicked off its star-studded 78th 
season with back-to-back nights of legends, Jay Leno and 
Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons.

Now MAS is teaming up with the Marshall University 
Campus Activities Board and Student Activities to present 
one of the hot new artists of a new generation Phillip 
Phillips, who is coming to the Keith Albee Performing Arts 
Center at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 3.

Phillips is fresh off a 25-city tour and is ready to showcase 
his raspy vocals and masterful guitar skills to the 
Huntington audience, along with supporting act Saints of 
Valory.

After winning “American Idol,” Phillips released “Home,” a 
5 times platinum hit which featured his guitar skills and 
raspy vocals.

In fact, this single surpassed Kelly Clarkson’s “Stronger 
(What Doesn’t Kill You)” as the best-selling release by an 
“American Idol” alumnus ever and would eventually make 
appearances in movie trailers, commercials, and the 2012 
Olympics.

Part of his platinum plus-selling debut album, “The World 
from the Side of the Moon,” “Home” became a monster 
success. Phillips’ album debuted at #4 on the Billboard 
Top 200 and also featured the hit “Gone, Gone, Gone.”

Just releasing his second album, “Behind the Light,” 
Phillips seems to be aiming for an ambitious and refined 
sound. This Georgia native utilized his earthy authenticity 
that has long shaped his sound to connect with his 
audience.

Lead single “Raging Fire,” is a powerful and compelling 
love song that debuted in the Billboard Hot 100 and 
quickly received praise for Phillips delivery and guitar 
work.

Recently, Phillips has toured the country with the 
American Idol Live tour and has been on tours with O.A.R., 
Matchbox Twenty, and John Mayer. Soon after Phillips 
released hit singles “Behind the Light” and “Unpack your 
Heart” and was primed for stardom of his own. Now fresh 

off his headlining tour, Phillips is ready to bring that soulful 
brand of rock and roll to arenas and venues around the 
country.

Taking this journey with Phillips will be Saints of Valory, a 
diverse group represented by three different continents - 
South America, Asia and the U.S. In November 2010, they 
self-released their first EP “The Bright Lights,” featuring an 
early version of “Providence.”

In March 2012 they were chosen as one of Billboard’s top 
six unsigned bands. Today Saints of Valory craft dynamic, 
sweeping, arena-ready rock filled with pop hooks. Singles 
like the rhythmic “Kids,” “Long Time Coming,” and “Neon 
Eyes” are broad in scope and announce the group’s 
confidence as it moves forward.

Tickets for Phillip Phillips are $86.46/67.20. To secure your 
ticket to Phillip Phillips, be sure to contact the Marshall 
Artists Series Box Office at 304-696-6656. Or order tickets 
online at Ticketmaster.com. You may also visit the box 
office located in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse on the 
Marshall University campus. Box office hours are noon to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday.

Courtesy of the Marshall Artists Series “American Idol” winner Phillip Phillips will 
perform at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center as part of the Marshall Artists 
Series.

2014
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Bust a Move
The Herald-Dispatch | November 6, 2014

Locals didn’t have to yell at the TV about who they 
thought was the best dancer from “So You Think You Can 
Dance” or “Dancing With the Stars” on Thursday night. 
Instead, they got to weigh in from their seats at the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center.

Professional dancers from the two popular TV shows 
slid into the Keith-Albee on Thursday for “Dancing Pros: 
Live,” presented as part of the 78th season of the Marshall 
Artists Series.

Hosted by Alan Thicke, the show allowed audience 
members to pick the final winner using electronic voting 
devices at their seats.

The audience joined Edyta Sliwinska, who has appeared 
on every season of “Dancing with the Stars,” actor and 
dancer Oscar Orosco, and KEE 100 radio personality Jenn 
Seay in judging the competition.

Competing were Chelsie Hightower, Ryan Di Lello, Artur 
Adamski, Paul Barris, Tess Buchatsky, Sasha Chernositov, 
Dmitry Demidov, Denys Drozdyuk, Arina Grishanina, 
Regina Maziarz, Antonina Skobina and Anastasia Trutneva.

Next up in the Marshall Artists Series is the Fall 
International Film Festival taking place Nov. 7-13 at the 
Keith-Albee. Featured films include The Lunch Box (India), 
Wadjda (Saudi Arabia), Instructions Not Included (Mexico), 
The Great Beauty (Italy), Like Father, Like Son (Japan), and 
Twenty Feet From Stardom (USA).

Courtesy of the Marshall Artists Series “American Idol” winner Phillip Phillips will 
perform at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center as part of the Marshall Artists 
Series.

Keith-Albee Welcomes ‘Elf’
The Herald-Dispatch | November 17, 2014

The holiday spirit came with fits of laughter Monday 
evening at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center.

“Elf-The Musical,” based on the movie of the same name, 
made its way to Huntington’s premier stage as a part of 
the Marshall Artists Series.

The stage performance, just like the movie, follows Buddy, 
a young orphan who mistakenly crawls into Santa’s bag of 
gifts and is transported to the North Pole. Buddy is raised 
unaware that he is actually a human, until his enormous 
size and poor toy-making abilities cause him to face the 
truth.

With Santa’s permission, Buddy embarks on a journey to 
New York City to find his birth father and discover his true 
identity.

The next performance in the Marshall Artists Series will 
be a live action performance of the original television 
telling of “Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer” on 
Thursday, Dec. 4.

For a complete schedule of Marshall Artists Series 
performances, or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.marshall.edu/muartistseries.

Santa is introduced to Rudolph during a scene in Rudolph The Red Nosed Rein-
deer Th Musical on Thursday, Dec. 4, 2014, at the Keith Albee Performing Arts 
Center in downtown Huntington.
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‘Rudolph’ Entertains at Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | December 5, 2014

The perennial holiday favorite “Rudolph The Red-Nosed 
Reindeer: The Musical” dazzled families Thursday at the 
Keith Albee Performing Arts Center.

Young and old alike filled the historic theater to see the 
classic TV show come to life in musical form, as part of the 
Marshall Artists Series.

All the favorite characters from the special came to town 
including Santa and Mrs. Claus, Hermey the Elf, Bumble 
the Abominable Snow Monster, Clarice, Yukon Cornelius 
and, of course, Rudolph.

It certainly got attendees in the holiday spirit and the 
giving spirit, as they donated non-perishable food items to 
the Cridlin Food Pantry as part of its annual canned food 
drive.

Kathy Mattea is up next to take the stage at the Keith-
Albee as part of the Marshall Artists Series. The show starts 
at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 12. 

Santa is introduced to Rudolph during a scene in Rudolph The Red Nosed Rein-
deer Th Musical on Thursday, Dec. 4, 2014, at the Keith Albee Performing Arts 
Center in downtown Huntington.

Gallery: Kathy Mattea at the 
Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | December 12, 2014

Country music star and West Virginia native Kathy Mattea 
performed as part of the Marshall Artists Series on Friday 
night at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in 
Huntington.

Country music star and West Virginia native Kathy Mattea performs as part of 
the Marshall Artists Series on Friday, Dec. 12, 2014, at the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center in Huntington.
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‘Magic of Motown’ Raises Money for 
Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | February 1, 2015

“The Magic of Motown” helped the magic of the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center continue on Saturday 
during a fundraising gala for the historic downtown 
theater.

The orchestra pit was open for dancing as the sounds of 
The Motown Experience, a group of authentic Motown 
veterans featuring singers from The Miracles, The 
Temptations, The Contours and The Capitols backed by an 
all-star band.

More than $70,000 was expected to be raised from ticket 
sales and private donations to help the restoration of the 
Keith-Albee.

Bob Plymale, chair of the gala, said it is estimated to cost 
more than $15 million to fully restore the theater to its 
original 1928 condition, but it is well on its way with a new 
$1 million roof, restored sign lighting up 4th Avenue, new 
fly system for the stage and updates to the restrooms. A 
new HVAC system will be finished in March.

Plymale said the next focus will be the front of the theater, 
restoring it to back to 1928 as well as adding a ticket office 
and space to better accommodate catering. The marquee 
will also be restored to its original state.

Plymale said it may take several years to finish the 
restorations, but the theater is finally financially able to 
complete big projects in rational phases.

“It’s one of the key areas to bring people to downtown 
Huntington,” Plymale said. “And that’s economic 
development.”

The Keith-Albee is the only remaining Thomas Lamb 
architecture left in the world in its original state. Lamb is 
one of the most noted designers of theaters and cinemas 
in the 20th century, including the original Madison Square 
Garden in New York City.

While the Keith-Albee is part of the historic district of 
downtown Huntington, Plymale said he hopes in the next 
year it will be considered its own historic landmark.

On Saturday, Valerie Roach, of Huntington, came out to 
the theater to enjoy the music of Motown. She said it’s 
important to keep the theater in its original condition 
because of its beauty.

“Where else can you go and see beauty like this?” Roach 
said.

Larry Nickolas, of Huntington, was also drawn in by the 
music, but also thinks its important to support the theater.

“It’s a landmark,” Nickolas said. “It’s important to keep the 
old buildings and the history around.”

Plymale said another fundraising gala should be 
scheduled for the spring or summer.

The next performance at the Keith-Albee is “La Boheme” 
at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 10, as part of the Marshall Artists 
Series.

About $1.2 million has already been invested into restoring 
the historic Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center, but an 
estimated $15 million is still needed.

Those interested in donating can make their contribution 
out to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center and mail it 
to P.O. Box 5425, Huntington, WV 25703.

The Motown Experience performs during a fundraising gala for the Keith Albee 
Performing Arts Center, themed “The Magic of Motown,” on Saturday, Jan. 31, 
2015, in downtown Huntington.
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‘La Boheme’ comes to the Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | February 11, 2015

Huntington was transported to 1830s Paris Tuesday night 
at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center.

Teatro Lirico D’Europa presented “La Boheme,” the story of 
young bohemians living in the Latin Quarter, as part of the 
Marshall Artists Series.

One of the most beloved operas of all time, Puccini’s 
masterpiece tells the tale of the relationship between the 
poet Rodolfo and the beautiful Mimi, and their friends.

The next performance of the Marshall Artists Series is set 
for 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 15. Larry Groce, host of the radio 
program Mountain Stage, will bring the live radio show 
to Huntington for a Mardi Gras Celebration. Performers 
include New Orleans great Allen Toussaint, jazz guitarist 
John Pizzarelli and up and coming singer Caroline Rose.

Tickets are $25. Student tickets are free with a Marshall 

ID. Tickets can be purchased at the Joan C. Edwards 
Performing Arts Center box office or Ticketmaster.

Teatro Linco D”Europa presents Puccini’s La Boheme on Tuesday, Feb.11, 2015, at 
the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington. 

Mountain Stage Celebrates 
Mardis Gras
The Parthenon | February 16, 2015

Mountain Stage with Larry Groce returned to Huntington 
Sunday for the live radio show at the Keith Albee 
Performing Arts Center.

The live show featured songwriter and self proclaimed 
gypsy, Caroline Rose, New Orleans pianist Allen Toussaint 
and jazz guitarist John Pizzarelli.

Pizzarelli said it was great to return to a real classic radio 
show like Mountain Stage.

“Mountain Stage has been around so long and is
so well run,” Pizzarelli said. “The audience is so loyal and is 
a real treat to play for.”

The show usually has a total of five acts performing, but 
the show was narrowed down to three.

Rose opened with her own songs from an album she 
wrote about her recent experience traveling the U.S.

Toussaint followed with an extended set. He performed 
some of his classic hits with his usual New Orleans touch 
to celebrate Mardi Gras.

Pizzarelli took the stage to perform songs from his 
new album as well as some of his most famous songs 
and covers. This was Pizzarelli’s fifth time appearing on 
Mountain Stage since 1999.

Pizzarelli said he loves how many different people the 
show can reach.

“That’s the best part of radio,” Pizzarelli said. “It can reach 
so many different people everywhere, and they are all so 
loyal.”

Audience member Roy Lambert said Mountain Stage is a 
different experience every time he goes.

“This will be my fourth Mountain Stage I’ve been to, and I 
can’t get enough,” Lambert said. “I love going and seeing 
different acts each time.”

The live show air at the beginning of April to bring in the 
Mardi Gras celebrations.

Caroline Rose performs as part of Mountain Stage Sunday at the Keith Albee 
Performing Arts Center.
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‘Anything Goes’ for the 
Marshall Artist Series 
The Herald-Dispatch | February 18, 2015

The temperatures have dropped down to degrees only an 
Eskimo could love.

And Jack Frost’s icy breath has whipped up a complete 
white covering of slippery crystals.

Geez, wouldn’t it be dandy if a cruise ship - chock full of 
comedy, dance, smiles and romance -pulled in, ready to 
depart from Huntington with us all aboard?

Well, it has and you can thank the Marshall Artists Series 
later, as the good ship S.S. American will be docked at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 23, as the laugh-and-dance-filled national tour of 
“Anything Goes,” sets sail.

Tickets are $93.95, $77.90, $67.20 and $60.78 and on sale 
at the Marshall Artists Series Box Offce at 304-696-6656, 
online at Ticketmaster.com or at the box offce which is 
open noon to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday in the Joan C. 
Edwards Playhouse on the Marshall University campus.

Fresh off of a stellar jazz and R&B-juiced Mountain 
Stage, the Artists Series brings in the national tour of the 
big Broadway song-and-dance-packed zesty revival of 
“Anything Goes,” that is known for its high energy tap and 
ballroom dance numbers and its infectious music by the 
late, American icon Cole Porter.

“Anything Goes” features notable music composed by 
Porter, including “I Get a Kick Out of You,” “You’re the Top,” 
“Friendship,” “It’s De-Lovely,” “Blow, Gabriel, Blow” and of 
course “Anything Goes.”

Speaking on the road from a snow-packed Cincinnati, cast 
member, Rachelle Rose Clark, a California native who plays 
Hope, said “Anything Goes” is just the kind of warm night 
of romance, comedy and dance that they love presenting 
each night.

“We’ve been out since Oct. 14 and we are scheduled until 
May so we just passed the halfway mark for performances 
and we love this story more every night,” Clark said. 
“There is so much great music and big tap and ballroom 
numbers to see that there is always something in there 
to make you smile. It’s a really special show to share with 
people every night.”

For folks who don’t know the story, “Anything Goes,” is a 
musical comedy set aboard the ocean liner S. S. American, 
where nightclub singer/evangelist Reno Sweeney is en 
route from New York to England.

Her pal Billy Crocker has stowed away to be near his love, 

Hope Harcourt, but the problem is Hope is engaged to the 
wealthy Lord Evelyn Oakleigh. Joining this love triangle 
on board the luxury liner are Public Enemy #13, Moonface 
Martin and his sidekick-in-crime Erma. With the help of 
some elaborate disguises, tap-dancing sailors and good 
old-fashioned blackmail, Reno and Martin join forces to 
help Billy in his quest to win Hope’s heart.

Think the same kind of cross-class-climbing love of 
“Titanic” without all the tragedy and with amazing tap 
numbers, campy jokes, unlikely happy endings and 
eminently hummable songs.

Based on the original book by Wodehouse, Bolton, 
Lindsay & Crouse and new book by Crouse and Weidman, 
“Anything Goes” stays true to its origin.

Helping to preserve this storyline are leading actress 
Emma Stratton as Reno Sweeney and leading actor Brian 
Krinsky as Billy Crocker. The principal cast also includes 
Tracy Bidleman as Mrs. Evangeline Harcourt, Anthony 
Chan as John, and Rachelle Rose Clark as Hope Harcourt.
Clark said she loves the fast-paced and farcical comedy 
that infuses the entire show reminding her of some of the 
best British comedies.

“The nice thing about our show compared to ‘Titanic’ is 
that our show is a complete comedy and there is so much 
humor and tap dancing and ballroom dancing and it is 
like a British comedy in that you have all of these different 
personalities and characters, just one after another, so it’s 
a bit of a non-stop comedy and it is great because Hope is 
the one more sensitive and serious part of the show,” Clark 
said.

Clark said she loves her character and how she struggles 
with following her head or her heart into love.
“Hope is really caught between what society expects and 
what her heart tells her to do,” Clark said. “I think that is 
a known place for a lot of people who have that moment 

Teatro Linco D”Europa presents Puccini’s La Boheme on Tuesday, Feb.11, 2015, at 
the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington. 
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Broadway Takes Over Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | February 25, 2015

Broadway Street ran through Huntington Monday 
evening as the latest installment of the Marshall Artists 
Series.

Cole Porter’s “Anything Goes” was the marquee act at 
the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center, where the Tony 
Award-winning show set sail in front of hundreds of 
people.

The show was the last one in the Marshall Artists 
Series until Friday, March 27, when the series’ Spring 
International Film Festival begins at the Keith-Albee.

The festival will last through Thursday, April 2.

Following the film festival, there will be two more 
performances as a part of the series: “Beauty and the 
Beast” on Tuesday, April 14, and BBC Concert Orchestra on 
Tuesday, April 21. Both shows will take place at the Keith-
Albee.

For a complete schedule of events or to purchase tickets, 
visit www.marshall.edu/muartistseries or call 304-696-
6656.

The Marshall Artists Series presents Cole Porter’s “Anything Goes” on Monday, 
Feb. 23, the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington.

2015

where they have to make decisions and they have a lot 
of people who care about them who may want a certain 
thing and they want to please everyone yet they need to 
try and stay true to themselves. I think that is reflective of 
many people’s lives and is such an important story to tell. 
I can relate to that and I think people need to know that 
they are not alone in feeling that.”

Clark said one of the best things about the musical is how 
Porter’s great songs propel forward.

“Anything Goes” musical revival in 2011 received a total of 
nine Tony Award nominations and 10 Drama Desk Award 
nominations, including Best Actress in a Musical, Best 
Director of a Musical and Best Revival of a Musical. The 

revival won the Drama Desk Awards and Tony Awards 
for Best Revival and Best Choreography and Foster won 
the Drama Desk and Tony Awards for Best Actress in a 
Musical.

“I honestly love my character and that helps keep it fresh 
when you are doing the same show every night,” Clark 
said. “We are reliving it every night and we try to keep 
each other on our toes that helps me keep it really alive 
and you get lost in the music. Cole Porter’s music really 
tells a story and it is super relatable and easy to get lost in 
the moment over and over again.”

(‘Anything Goes’ for the Marshall Artist Series continued)
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Beauty & The Beast at the Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | April 14, 2015

The Marshall Artist Series presents Disney’s “Beauty & The 
Beast” on Tuesday, April 14, 2015, at the Keith-Albee. 

Jillian Butterfield plays “Belle” as the Marshall Artist Series presents Disney’s 
“Beauty Beast” on Tuesday, April 14, 2015, at the the Keith Albee Performing Arts 
Center in downtown Huntington.

BBC Orchestra Closes 
MU Artists Series
The Herald-Dispatch | April 21, 2015

The Marshall Artists Series ended on a high note Tuesday 
with the sounds of the BBC Concert Orchestra, under the 
command of Maestro Keith Lockhart, filling the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center in downtown Huntington.

Founded in 1952, the BBC Concert Orchestra is considered 
one of the world’s finest orchestras, having performed 
at the Royal Festival Hall, the Proms is London, and the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee concert. Tuesday was the first 
time it had been in Huntington.

The orchestra is one of the foremost charitable 
organizations in music, having worked with a variety of 
schools, colleges and community groups around the 
country. This year, they are working with the Alzheimer’s 
Society’s Singing for the Brain project.

Lockhard, the orchestra’s principal conductor, is an 
accomplished musicians who has conducted nearly every 
major orchestra in North American and made his London 
Philharmonic debut in Royal Albert Hall.

Before the show, Charles Mutter, concertmaster, and Alex 
Walden, orchestra manager, took part in a discussion 
about the concert and life of an orchestra in public service 
broadcasting in the UK.

The concert was the last of the 2014-2015 season for the 
Marshall Artists Series. The season saw performances 
from Jay Leno, Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons, Phillip 
Phillips and Kathy Mattea. Other shows included “Elf,” 
“Dancing Pros Live,” “Mountain Stage,” and last week’s 
sold-out performance of “Beauty and the Beast.”

The BBC Concert Orchestra, conducted by Keith Lockhart, performs as the final 
installment of the Marshall Artists Series season on Tuesday, April 21, 2015, at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center.
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Rock Orchestra Brings Holiday Show 
to Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | December 20, 2015

From “Fresh Aire” to a “Christmas Extraordinaire,” 
Mannheim Steamroller has been delighting fans of 
its blend of modern symphonic music, light jazz and 
progressive rock for 40 years, since the release of its debut 
album in 1975.

Now, more than 28 million album sales later, the rock 
orchestra perhaps best known for its renditions of familiar 
holiday songs chugs into the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center for a 7:30 p.m. performance Monday, Dec. 21.
Tickets can be purchased at www.ticketmaster.com and 
range from $55 to $72.

Mannheim Steamroller is the brainchild of Chip Davis, 
who was born in Hamler in northwest Ohio to a musical 
family. His grandmother was a musician, his father was 
a music teacher, and his mother was once a member of 
Phil Spitalny’s All-Girl Orchestra, a troupe that performed 
around the country in music halls, in short films and on 
radio in the 1940s.

The road to creating Mannheim Steamroller was a long 
one for Davis as he climbed the show business ladder the 
old-school way. He was a music major at the University of 
Michigan, concentrating on the bassoon and percussion, 
and eventually went on to be a commercial jingles writer 
in Nebraska.

“I think I wrote about 2,500 jingles,” Davis said from his 
farm in Nebraska. “I was about 27 then, and I wrote a lot of 
jingles.”

Davis created the fictional character of C.W. McCall, which 
became a pseudonym for Bill Fries, an American singer, 
activist and politician. McCall and Davis’ song “Convoy” 
became a No. 1 song on both the country and pop charts 
in the 1970s.

At the same time as writing jingles and creating an 
outlaw country hit, Davis also was working on what would 
become Mannheim Steamroller’s debut album.

“I was trading out writing jingles for free for the studio 
if they let me have free studio time, and that is how I 
recorded ‘Fresh Aire.’ I didn’t have enough money to hire a 
bunch of musicians or buy studio time or figure out how 
to record an album and mix it down. So, I traded jingles for 
studio time.”

Eight Fresh Aire albums were released, concluding with 
“Fresh Aire 8” in 2000.

In 1984, Davis released his first holiday-themed album, 
“Mannheim Steamroller Christmas,” which featured 
modern contemporary interpretations of Yuletide 
favorites. Subsequent holiday albums followed, and 
Mannheim Steamroller became a popular Christmas 
touring act.

Last year, Davis released a multi-CD album called “30/40 
The Ultimate Collection,” which compiles the best music 
from both the Christmas and “Fresh Aire” albums. Also 
recently released is

“Mannheim Steamroller Live,” available both as an album 
and a concert DVD.

The now 68-year-old Davis is not content just to create 
Christmas music, however, as he is an innovator in other 
ways.

Currently, he is working with NASA to create a system 
of binaural audio devices which combine the sounds of 
nature with music for astronauts who are about to go on 
long-range trips. With NASA putting out a recent call for 
astronauts willing to travel to Mars, Davis’ system could fill 
the need of providing mental stimulation and soothing 
for space travelers who would be in confined quarters for 
months or even years.

“I’ve been interested in space travel for a long time, and 
I have a big telescope and an observatory on my farm 
here in Nebraska,” Davis said. “What I am doing with this 
is a combination of natural sounds, as if you were out in a 
forest, a desert or near an ocean, intermingled with a little 
bit of music.”

He said he presented the idea to NASA with its potential 
for use on long-range missions in mind.

Courtesy of MagicSpace Entertainment Mannheim Steamroller brings its holiday 
show to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts C Monday, Dec. 21.
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“I got to meet Buzz Aldrin [the second human to walk on 
the moon] and other astronauts and talked to them about 
it and designed it based on some of the stuff they told 
me that they encountered when they were up there by 
themselves. This program is also at Walter Reed Hospital 
and the Mayo Clinic to help patients that are stuck in a 
room for long periods at a time.”

When Davis brought the idea to NASA, some changes had 
to be made to his invention.

“The box that I developed is really bulletproof,” Davis 
said. “Some have been running for three and four years 
nonstop, and we haven’t seen them croak yet. But, that 
box is too heavy to go into outer space.”
At 27 pounds, Davis’ original invention didn’t pass the 
NASA weight test.

“Then, I remembered learning about binaural sound, 
which is kind of like stereo yet it is a spacial sound that is 

like the way your ears hear things. If you went out into the 
woods, and there are birds and everything all around you, 
your ear can pinpoint where those birds noises are coming 
from.”

Davis was able to build on existing binaural head 
technology developed by Neumann, a German 
microphone developer. The binaural head is built with in-
ear microphones to simulate spacial hearing.

“Using that technology to record the sounds of nature, we 
can now put all of that into an iPod. So, all of a sudden we 
went from 27 pounds to three ounces. That is what gets to 
go into outer space.”

(Rock Orchestra Brings Holiday Show to Keith-Albee)
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John Mellencamp to Perform 
at Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | January 26, 2016

HUNTINGTON — Roots rocker John Mellencamp will bring 
his Plain Spoken Tour to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center on Wednesday, April 13.

Tickets range from $39.50 to $99.50 and go on sale at 
noon Friday, Jan. 29, at ticketmaster.com by calling 304-
696-6656. VIP tickets are available at mellencamp.com or 
axs.com.

The tour will see Mellencamp hitting 13 all-new cities and 
performing songs from 2015’s “Plain Spoken,” his 22nd 
studio album, as well as his catalog of fan favorites. Praised 
as “stark, soul-baring (Billboard)” and drawing comparison 
to Bob Dylan’s Grammy-winning album “Blood on 
the Tracks,” “Plain Spoken” draws on timely themes 
including political and social injustice, further cementing 
Mellencamp’s status as “arguably the most important 
roots rocker of his generation (Billboard).”

Carlene Carter, daughter of June Carter Cash, opens the 
show each evening.

Mellencamp’s career in music, spanning more than 35 
years, has seen him transition from pop star to one of the 
most highly regarded songwriters of a generation.

He is a member of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, a 
Grammy winner, a recipient of the John Steinbeck Award, 
ASCAP The social activism reflected in his songs helped 

catalyze Farm Aid, the concert series and organization 
which has addressed the struggle of American family 
farmers for more than 25 years.

Mellencamp will also perform Saturday, April 16, at the 
Capitol Theatre in Wheeling as part of the tour.

John Mellencamp performs at Farm Aid 30 at FirstMerit Bank Pavilion at North-
erly Island, Chicago, in this Sept. 19, 2015, file photo. Mellencamp will bring his 
Plain Spoken Tour to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center on Wednesday, 
April 13.
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A Place of Elegance The Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center
The Register-Herald | February 14, 2016

It’s apparent from a quick glance at the outside of 
Huntington’s Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center, that 
something special lies inside. The outside itself is special. 
With its old-fashioned ticket booth and grand marquee 
with chasing lights harkening back to a day very few can 
recall, it’s most likely a fairly common presumption that 
what awaits beyond the heavy wooden doors will be a 
sight to behold.

That the Keith-Albee saw completion when it did is a 
minor miracle. To say that the vaudeville house, which sits 
on two Huntington city lots, was a grand undertaking is a 
bit of an understatement. It was budgeted for $2 million, 
but the basement alone cost that much and additional 
finances to complete the building designed by the famed 
architect Thomas Lamb had to be secured.

It opened on May 9, 1928, one year before the stock 
market crashed, sending the United States into the Great 
Depression.

“It was one of a dying breed,” said Robert Edmunds, board 
member of the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. 
“When the market crashed, money for these places dried 
up.”

A walk through the grand lobby, or grand vestibule as 
it was called, and farther into the auditorium gives no 
indication of the trouble that struck the U.S. economy just 
after completion.

Lamb was a well-known theater architect, designing 
upward of 160 during his career. The Keith-Albee, 
Edmunds said, was designed in the Spanish Baroque or 
Spanish Renaissance theme.

“It was popular for theater owners to bring an air of 
opulence or splendor,” he said.

The auditorium of the Keith-Albee slopes down as 
audience members walk toward the stage and orchestra 
pit. The walls are lined with intricately carved plasterwork, 
complete with foreboding gargoyles and other dark 
characters. Lights placed in the ceiling give the illusion 
that stars are twinkling down during a show.

“This was called an atmospheric theater,” Edmunds 

explained. “It’s like a Spanish courtyard in the 1500s, with 
the stars above in the middle. When the theater opened, 
it had projections with cloud machines so it looked like 
clouds were drifting across the sky.

“It was designed so you would think you were outside on a 
starry night, having a pleasant evening.”

The stage — 50 feet wide and 30 feet deep — is a classic 
vaudeville stage.

“You didn’t have television or radio,” Edmunds said about 
the significance of vaudeville at the time. “It was the form 
of entertainment and they (vaudeville houses) were all 
over the place.” In Huntington alone, he said, there were 
10 to 15 vaudeville houses, including several on 4th Avenue 
where “The Keith” as it is affectionately known is located. 
“But they were smaller places that only seated 200 or 300 
people and weren’t as grand.”

Edmunds said vaudeville troupes passed through on a 
regular circuit, performing one or two shows a day, often 
with a 20-piece orchestra or accompanied by a pipe organ. 
The Keith had a Wurlitzer, which was also used during the 
silent movies popular during that era.

“They needed to have sound effects so they had car horns, 
a steam boat whistle, ocean sounds, all sorts of things like 
that,” he said. “The organist could control that from the 
organ console. That was kind of neat.”

Eventually, however, vaudeville lost its popularity as 
“talkies” found their way to the screen in 1929. “Theater 
owners saw they could rent a movie or have a movie come 
in by way of a distributor for a few dollars and they got all 
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of the money rather than getting a vaudeville troupe to 
perform,” Edmond said.

So The Keith made the transition into a movie theater, 
but still managed to secure Broadway shows and top 
performers of the time like Bob Hope. In an effort to 
show more movies at once, the owners even split the 
auditorium into three theaters — the main theater and 
two smaller screens. A fourth theater was off to the side.

But in 2005, Edmunds said the allure of the newly 
constructed Pullman Square, which boasts 16 screens, 
became too much for The Keith, still owned by Hyman’s 
Greater Huntington Theatre Corporation, to compete 
with. The Marshall University Foundation had purchased 
the land on which the theater sat in 1999 and The Keith’s 
owners made the decision to donate the building to the 
foundation as well.

Then, in the summer of 2006, the MU Foundation donated 
the land and the building to the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center (KPAC), a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. That 
was a big year for the Keith-Albee as it began renovations 
in preparation for perhaps the biggest night in its storied 
history — the premiere of “We Are Marshall.”

“We had 2,600 people in here,” Edmunds said of the star-
studded event, which included Matthew McCaughey and 
Matthew Fox strolling the “green carpet” laid out on 4th 
Avenue outside the theater.

The Keith-Albee is the home of the Marshall Artists Series, 
which features musical performances, Broadway shows 
and two International Film Festivals each year. The theater 
also hosts various other shows, parties, weddings and 
graduations.

The Keith has undergone more than $1 million in 
upgrades — a new roof, fly gallery, handicapped restrooms 
and dressing room upgrades — since KPAC took over, but 
Edmunds said more work is necessary.

“That’s part of what comes with restoring an old building,” 
he said, listing lighting, heating, air conditioning, electric, 
stage work and upstairs seat repair as needs.

In 2000, Edmunds himself tracked down The Keith’s 
original Wurlitzer, sold off in the 1950s, and purchased 
it, returning it to its rightful home. A pipe organ he had 
purchased in the meantime was donated back to its 
original home — Bluefield’s Grenada Theater, which is also 
undergoing renovation.

Edmunds said he believes it’s important for both theaters 
to have pieces of their history as not much exists from so 
long ago. Edmunds said only a handful of theaters remain 
in West Virginia, but none was as elegant as The Keith.

“This place was so elegant,” he said. “If you were living in 
the ‘30s and you didn’t have a great deal of money, this 
was a place you could come and escape,” he said. “This 
was a place of elegance and you could sort of fantasize 
about your life and how the other half lived.”

The Keith-Albee is currently on the historic registry as part 
of Huntington’s downtown historic district, but Edmunds 
said KPAC is working to get it recognized independently 
as a historic building.

“With the urban decay of the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s, 
downtowns were not the place to be and downtown 
theaters were white elephants,” he said. “There was no 
way to maintain them because people weren’t going 
downtown. There are so few places left in the country 
that are in as good as shape as this one. So it’s something 
Huntington should be proud of.”
    
  

(A Place of Elegance The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center continued)
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Legendary Tony Bennett Takes Stage 
at Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | September 30, 2016

In the spotlight his entire seven decade-long career, the 
legendary Tony Bennett took center stage Thursday night 
at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington 
as part of the Marshall Artists Series.

Rising to stardom in the early 1950s after serving in World 
War II, the 90-year-old Bennett has continued his success 
into the new millennium, his 2014 jazz collaboration with 
Lady Gaga, “Cheek to Cheek,” hitting No. 1 on the Billboard 
200.

The Marshall Artists Series will continue Oct. 8 as 
standup comedian Lewis Black arrives at the Keith-Albee. 
Recording artists Gavin DeGraw and Andy Grammer will 
continue the series with a dual-headlined show Oct. 21.

Tony Bennett performs at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center on Thursday, 
Sept. 29, 2016, in downtown Huntington.

Marshall Artists Series Tickets on Sale 
for Double Headline Concert with 
Gavin Degraw, Andy Grammer
The Herald-Dispatch | October 12, 2016

Multi-platinum recording artists Gavin Degraw and Andy 
Grammer are performing live in concert at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 21.

Both artists, along with special guest Wrabel, will be 
performing some of their chart-topping singles while 
entertaining us with their outstanding voices.

Gavin Degraw is no stranger to the top of the charts. 
This Grammy-nominated singer/songwriter had his 
first breakthrough in 2003 when he released his album 
Chariot, which included hot singles such as “I Don’t Want 
To Be,” and “Follow Through,” and of course the very 
popular title-track “Chariot.” The album received platinum 
certification leading to even more success for Degraw.

Gavin is currently in the recording studio working on 
another full length album for anticipating audiences 
which is due to release in the fall of this year.

Starting off as a hustling street performer from Santa 
Monica, Andy Grammer quickly made his way to multi-
platinum selling recording artist after being discovered 
by his current manager, Ben Singer, and was signed to 
S-Curve Records almost instantly.

In 2011 Grammer became the first male pop star in a 
decade to reach the Top 10 at Adult Pop Radio on his first 
two singles, “Keep Your Head Up” and “Fine By Me.” With 
much success, the album was certified platinum and gold 
and sold more than 1.5 million downloads combined.

On top of reaching 
such a huge 
amount of success 
in such a short 
period of time, 
Grammer has 
sold over 250,000 
albums and played 
to audiences in 
several sold-out 
venues across the 
country. Andy has 
also performed 
with several other 
popular artists 
of the millennial 
generation such as 
Taylor Swift, Train, 
and Colbie Caillat.

Tickets for Gavin Degraw and Andy Grammer with special 
guest Wrabel are $73.55/$57.50/$46.80/$30.75. To see these 
multi-platinum recording artists contact the Marshall 
Artists Series Box Office at 304-696-6656. Or order tickets 
online at Ticketmaster.com. You may also visit our box 
office located in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse on the 
Marshall University campus. Box office hours are Monday 
through Friday 12 p.m.-5 p.m.

Gavin Degraw and Andy Grammer are sponsored by 
Student Activities, City National Bank, ZMM Architects, 
Glockner Auto, Ransbottom Law Office, Dr. Jeff and Mrs. 
Brooke Leaberry, Jeff and Amber Biedeman, KEE 100, 
WSAZ, The Herald Dispatch, Marshall University, and The 
Marshall Artists Series.
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Marshall Artists Series Reels in 20th 
Anniversary Tour of ‘Rent’
The Herald-Dispatch | November 5, 2016

The iconic Broadway musical “Rent” will be making a stop 
on its 20th Anniversary Tour at the Keith Albee Performing 
Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 10 giving the 
community a taste of the past, the performance will 
remind audiences why this musical became so iconic in 
the first place.

On April 29, 1996, a musical opened on Broadway that 
looked and sounded unlike anything that had come 
before it. Touching on issues that were sensitive when 
it came to entertainment, it told a powerful, moving, 
heartbreaking and ultimately uplifting story of young, 
impoverished New York artists who were seeking to make 
their way in the world, longing to connect, and trying to 
survive the looming specter of AIDS. The characters were 
of all different races and sexualities, making for an even 
more powerful show.

Even though the show was inspired by Puccini’s opera, 
La Bohème, it held a strong reflection of it its creator 
Jonathan Larson, who wrote the book, music, and 
lyrics. His score brilliantly melded Broadway savvy with 
contemporary rock, and the show captured the inclination 
of a particular place at a particular moment in time.

A few weeks before the musical’s Broadway premiere, 
Larson, who died of an aortic aneurysm the night before 
“Rent” was scheduled to open Off-Broadway, was awarded 
the 1996 Pulitzer Prize for Drama. The show later went on 
to win the Tony Award for Best Musical, and ran for over 12 
years. The show is known for iconic songs such as “Seasons 
of Love,” “Light My Candle,” “I’ll Cover You,” “Goodbye Love,” 
and many more.

Larson was a little-known composer, but gave “Rent” the 
chance to quickly become one of the most celebrated 
musicals of the decade. Nearly two decades later and it 
has changed the landscape of American Theatre. Larson’s 
composition continues to speak loudly and defiantly to 
audiences across generations and all over the world.

This show was a huge attraction to many young 
theatergoers, who became known as Rentheads. They 
came back time and time again, because the show spoke 
to them so personally. Although Broadway held many 
iconic shows, “Rent” was a game-changer. It was a life-
changing experience for anyone connected with the show.

Key members of the original creative team for the show 
are reuniting together for this national tour, enabling a 
new generation to discover why the show is so special 
– and why it continues to have a profound effect on 
audiences.

While telling a story of an unforgettable year in the lives 
of seven artists struggling to follow their dreams without 
selling out, “Rent” contains an inspiring message of joy 
and hope in the face of fear. This timeless celebration of 
friendship and creativity reminds us to measure our lives 
with the only thing that truly matters – love.

Tickets for Rent’s 20th Anniversary Tour are 
$94.95/$78.90/$68.20/$61.78. To see this award-winning 
show contact the Marshall Artists Series Box Office at 
304-696-6656 or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. 
You may also visit our box office located in the Joan C. 
Edwards Playhouse on the Marshall University campus. 
Box office hours are noon through 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

The Rent 20th Anniversary Tour is sponsored by 
Community Trust Bank, Dr. Christopher & Mrs. Tammy 
Hugh, Dutch Miller Kia, Intercultural Affairs at Marshall 
University, KEE 100, B97, WSAZ, The Herald Dispatch, 
Marshall University, and The Marshall Artists Series.
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Naturally 7 to Bring its World-
Renowned ‘Vocal Play’ to Huntington
The Register-Herald | November 15, 2016

When Warren Thomas opens his mouth, who knows 
what will come out.

But pretty much everyone the world over calls it what it 
appears to be - pure musical magic.

Whether it is voicing a full drumset, the soaring notes of 
an electric guitar or singing an angelic tenor, Thomas and 
his brother Roger (rapper, arranger and first baritone) 
have teamed up to create something they call vocal play 
- a cappella music on steroids - that is loved the world 
over in their genre-bending, mind-blowing vocal group 
Naturally 7.

The group, which has chalked up three world tours with 
music superstar Michael Buble and which performed 
earlier this year at the Lincoln Memorial for MLK Day, at 
the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival and with Diana 
Ross at her two concerts at the Hollywood Bowl, are 
coming to Huntington.

Naturally 7 will bring their mound of sound in which 
they sing and mimic the sounds of all the instruments 
to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 17, as the Marshall Artists Series continues 
to celebrate its 80th season. Tickets are $68.20, $52.15, 
$36.10 and $26.47 at the Marshall Artists Series Box Office 
at 304-696-6656, online at Ticketmaster.com or at the 
Joan C. Edwards Playhouse box office from noon to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Warren Thomas, one of the five original members who 
have been singing together since 1999, said while the road 
can be tough, it is that look of wonder in people’s eyes 
and that spirit of love and unity they feel with a crowd that 
makes it all worthwhile.

“That is the best feeling, and the payoff for all of the 
traveling and being away from your family (is) when you 
get on stage and you look at the expressions and you see 
a big appreciation and the amazement of a crowd that 
was brought together by music,” Warren Thomas said. 
“We definitely know music brings people together.”

For brothers Warren and Roger Thomas, they learned 
that lesson soon after they were born as their father had a 
gospel group in the Bronx that practiced in their home.

“My father’s group always rehearsed in our home, so it was 
a big inspiration - that sense of family in a group and the 

group members became like your uncles to some degree,” 
Warren Thomas said. “We knew we wanted to be in a 
group, and we used to sing in church with different guys. 
On the other side of that we were growing up in the Bronx 
and there was all this hip hop out on the streets. It was 
happening, and we definitely wanted to be a part of that 
as well.”

Growing up in that melting pot of creativity, the Thomases 
brought in all of those sounds and feelings to their music.

While Warren Thomas wanted badly to play drums, his 
parents nixed the idea because of space issues at the 
house. And, while he wanted an electric guitar, they let 
him have a small acoustic guitar, and thus beginning the 
birth of Warren Thomas mimicking all the sounds and 
rhythms of the drums and electric guitar.

Mesmerized by drummers, he said he immediately went 
beyond beat boxing and tried to mimic all of the sounds 
of the drums and the electric guitar while keeping rhythm 
on his acoustic guitar to Roger’s rapping.

“I was always really drawn to drummers, and I started 
watching what they do and mimicking their stance and 
their movements and their sounds, and that is that came 
about,” Warren Thomas said. “From there it was thinking, 
‘Instead of having a bass singing the words we have a bass 
and have it grooving to the drums,’ and that’s when we 
created this whole style, Vocal Play, and what we found 
were people who were already doing this in their own life. 
We didn’t say, ‘Let’s figure out how to do a harmonica, or a 
DJ scratching sound,’ we found guys who just happened 
to do this thing that they had always been doing.”

Because of their unusual style and their ability to blend up 
everything from gospel standards to popular songs such 
as Simon and Garfunkel’s “Bridge Over Troubled Water,” to 
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Photos: Big Band Holidays Show
The Herald-Dispatch | December 8, 2016

Wynton Marsalis and the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra present 
the “Big Band Holidays” show on Thursday, Dec. 8, 2016, at the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington.

originals of all musical flavors, Naturally Seven has found 
itself performing with a wide range of artists who are fans. 
They have dueted with Ludacris on Quincy Jones’ most 
recent studio album, performed at the BET Honours for 
Herbie Hancock, performed with Coldplay, performed 
for Prince Charles and performed at the prestigious TED 
(Technology, Entertainment, Design) Conference where 
the group received a standing ovation.

And, in what has been the biggest boost to their career, 
Naturally 7 has chalked up three duets and three world 
tours with their now good friend Michael Buble.

Their first tour with Buble was in 2007, on the heels of 
their fourth release “Ready II Fly,” which had the YouTube-
hit “Feel It (In the Air Tonight”).” The song turned into a Top 
3-chart-success in France, Belgium and South Africa and 
made the single charts in other European countries, such 
as Germany, Switzerland, Italy and Portugal.

Warren Thomas said touring with Buble became a game 
changer as Buble took the group all over the world and 
introduced them to his legions of fans.

“We counted up that just touring with Michael for three 
world tours we had played to like six million people,” 
Thomas said. “... That is how Michael is, he said ‘I want 
people to see the best,’ and after a while we weren’t just 
opening but we were a part of the show, and we did songs 
with him and he became a great champion of our music.”

Warren Thomas said that as the group aged and began 
to take on really heavy touring dates, they realized they 
had to be really disciplined with their “instruments” on the 
road.

“We are the background singers, we are the instruments, 
we are the dancers, we are everything, it is just us so we 
really try to protect our voices,” Warren Thomas said. “We 

don’t have anything else. We can’t go down to Guitar 
Center and get another one. It took a while to figure that 
out in the early days we’re traveling in those 15-passenger 
vans, and we’re all talking and it would get louder and 
louder and then we would hardly have any voice left at 
the show. We got to a point where we were like, ‘We have 
got to do better,’ and we do ... the best thing to repair the 
voice is rest, so we get a lot of rest and none of us smoke 
or drink so that has preserved us.”

While the Thomas brothers may have toured together 
from China to New Zealand, they have also not strayed 
far from the Biblical lessons taught by their mother and 
father in their Bronx home.

“Being in a group is not easy, and everyone has to move in 
the right direction, and God is the best way for me to say 
it as to how we have stayed together for so long,” Warren 
said. “We are all Christian brothers of like minds, and we 
have a goal and that is the key. If we are all working for the 
same goal we have to work in tandem together.”

Sharing songs off their latest album, “Hidden in Plain 
Sight,” Naturally 7 feels blessed to be sharing their uniting 
songs of love nightly and bringing together diverse people 
through the music.

“We have performed in some of the strangest places, 
and when we are on tour if someone takes us to a radio 
station it can be anything from talk and classical, to jazz, 
R&B and Top 40 it doesn’t make any difference,” Thomas 
said. “Our music defies age and race and creed and color. 
It is something when you see a full family from children to 
grandparents and they all say this is the best concert we 
have seen, and it is very rare for parents and teens to both 
say wow, but this is something we have been able to do, 
and we feel blessed to have had that kind of impact.”

(Naturally 7 to Bring its World-Renowned ‘Vocal Play’ to Huntington continued)
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State Ballet Theatre of Russia 
presents ‘Cinderella’ as Part of 
Marshall Artists Series
The Herald-Dispatch | January 22, 2017

The details of the classic fairy tale of Cinderella are well 
known, yet can vary from person to person, depending on 
the version they saw or read first.

It seems almost every generation produces an adaptation 
of the tale. In America, Disney’s 1950s cartoon version rings 
true for many as well as the variety of the story found in 
“Grimm’s Fairy Tales.” But the roots of the Cinderella story 
go back centuries.

The varieties of Cinderella number in the 100s and perhaps 
1,000s, going back hundreds of years to many different 
countries. NPR explored the history of Cinderella in 2015 
and found that, even by the year 1893, there was a book 
written by Marian Rolfe Cox that contained 345 “variants” 
of the Cinderella story found through the various time 
periods.

The great Russian composer Sergei Prokofiev composed 
music based on the Cinderella story in the 1940s, and the 
composition’s beauty and breadth has inspired many 
choreographers to create new versions of dance for the 
piece.

The State Ballet Theatre of Russia will perform Prokofiev’s 
“Cinderella” at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 24, at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center as a part of the Marshall Artists 
Series. Tickets range from $45 to $79.

The production showcases 55 dancers and is 
choreographed by Vladimir Vasiliev. At one time in his 
career, Vasiliev was the principal dancer with the Bolshoi 
Theater Ballet and was hailed as the best male dancer of 
the 20th Century.

The origins of the State Ballet Theatre of Russia can be 
traced to the early 1960s. The troupe is the touring wing 
of the Voronezh State Theatre of Opera and Ballet and 
was formed by Maya Plisetskaya. Plisetskaya first gained 
notoriety as the prima ballerina assoluta of the Bolshoi 
Ballet during the communist Soviet Union era of Russia’s 
history. She was one of the few high-profile artists in 
Russia who did not defect to the West during that time. 
Plisetskaya died in 2015 at 89, and a square in Moscow was 
named in her honor.

The State Ballet Theatre of Russia is now led by Nikolay 
Anokhin, an award-winning dancer and one-time soloist 
for the Moiseyev Dance Company.

Russian native Igor Levine and his company Hollywood 
Stars International Management Inc. is the agency that 
has brought the State Ballet Theatre of Russia to the 
United States. Levine came to America two decades ago 
to start his unique business.

“This is my third year of working with the State Ballet 
Theatre of Russia,” Levine said. “They are a very good 
company and all audiences like them. I am from Russia, 
but I left 24 years ago to move to Los Angeles. I used to 
work and live in Russia, and I worked all of my life with 
orchestras and ballet theatre. So, 24 years ago when I 
immigrated to the United States, I opened this agency 
and brought from Russia the best attractions.”

Levine went through the challenging gauntlet of Russian 
music schools as a kid to become a professional musician 
before becoming involved in the production end of the 
business.

“I was all of my life a musician,” Levine said. “I used to play 
trombone in the symphony orchestra. I grew up in the city 
of Samara on the Volga River, and I left to study music at 
the Moscow Conservatory and then became a professional 
musician. The music schools and choreography and dance 
schools in Russia are very hard because you work almost 
24 hours every day. Young people in Russia still want 
to learn to dance and play music, but the schools and 
conservatories do not take everybody as you have to have 
a special physical condition to be invited in as a potential 
ballet dancer. When I worked in Russia, I worked for most 
of my life with ballet companies. When I came here, I 
continued to work with ballet companies and bring them 
here to tour.”

The production of “Cinderella” also showcases elaborate 
stage design and costumes.

“The ballet company brings all of their costumes from 
Russia,” Levine said. “It is hard to bring such a big troupe 
across the ocean because they bring props and costumes 
and they have to be organized and apply for work permits 
in America and so on. It is not so easy. Americans seem 
to love Russian ballet as well as the orchestras that also 
come here. And, it is very interesting and enjoyable for the 
Russian artists to come here and perform in America. It 
is a nice trip because they can stop at many places along 
the road and they get to meet many Americans at almost 
every performance. They like to meet normal people and 
not let politics get involved.”
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Freda Payne Sings as Part of Marshall 
Artists Series
The Herald-Dispatch | February 6, 2017

Celebrated R&B and jazz vocalist Freda Payne will heat up 
the stage of the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center, at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 10 to pay tribute to the legendary Ella 
Fitzgerald, for Ella’s centennial celebration! 2017 would’ve 
been Ella Fitzgerald’s 100th birthday.

Payne, a life-long fan of Fitzgerald, is celebrating by 
touring her “Tribute to Ella” show encompassing personal 
stories and some of Ella’s most memorable songs 
including “A-Tisket, a-Tasket,” “Sweet Georgia Brown,” “It 
Don’t Mean a Thing,” and “Mack the Knife,” and more.

Additionally, Payne will entertain audiences with her 
greatest hits that we all know and love.

Payne’s tribute to Ella Fitzgerald offers a tightly structured 
narrative that follows Fitzgerald’s career. Payne includes 
everything from Fitzgerald’s 1934 award-winning Apollo 
Theater debut in an amateur contest to vocalist and 
subsequent leader of the Chick Webb band, and her 
concert and recording career as the protégé of producer 
Norman Granz; but it is the songs that tell the story, 
defining a singer and an era with lyrical clarity.

Payne got an early start singing radio commercial jingles 
and winning several music talent contests while still a 
teenager in Detroit. She attracted the attention of several 
music-biz heavyweights including Berry Gordy, Jr., and 
the great Duke Ellington, who featured Payne as guest 
vocalist with his renowned orchestra. After signing a 
recording contract, Payne shot to fame with her #1 Hit, 
“Band of Gold,” and “Bring the Boys Home.”

Along with being musically talented, Freda Payne 
is also well known for her acting. She has starred in 
many Broadway shows including Jelly’s Last Jam, Duke 
Ellington’s Sophisticated Ladies, Ain’t Misbehaving and 
Blues in the Night. She has made film and TV appearances 
as well in such hits as “The Book of Numbers,” “Rag Doll,” 
“Sprung,” “The Nutty Professor II: the Klumps,” “Cordially 
Invited,” “Rhapsody” and “The Divorce.”

Freda Payne discovered her musical talent at the young 
age of twelve. When her piano teacher realized Freda’s 
singing ability, Freda began singing for local affairs around 
Detroit and even entered a talent contest on local TV as 
well as the national TV show, Ted Mack Original Amateur 
Hour. At age fourteen she joined The Don Large’s Make 
Way for Youth radio show broadcasted on the WJR station, 
and received her first album deal titled, “After the Lights 
Go Down and Much More” on the impulse label with ABC 
Paramount in New York in 1963.

Three years later, Payne recorded her second album and 
became an early protégé of Quincy Jones during his big 
band era, and ended up performing at the Montreux 
Jazz Festival in honor of Quincy’s seventy fifth birthday 
celebration.

When Payne came out with her previously stated 1970s 
hits “Band of Gold” and “Bring the Boys Home,” the 
producing team of Holland, Dozier, and Holland brought 
her to worldwide attention with both of those gold 
records, leading up to Payne receiving a nomination for 
best R&B female vocalist for Band of Gold, and another 
nomination from the National Academy of Recording 
Arts and Science’s for her album on the Invictus label, 
CONTACT, also produced by Holland, Dozier, and Holland.

Her latest CD, “Come Back to Me,” is a return to Freda’s 
true jazz roots. The highly acclaimed album features big 
band arrangements and features lush strings as well.

Tickets for Freda Payne’s tribute to Ella Fitzgerald are 
$73.55/$62.85/$52.15/$43.59. To see this music superstar 
perform and pay tribute to her idol Ella Fitzgerald, contact 
the Marshall Artists Series Box Office at 304-696-6656. 
Or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. You may 
also visit the box office located in the Joan C. Edwards 
Playhouse on the Marshall University campus. Box office 
hours are noon to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Freda Payne’s Tribute to Ella Fitzgerald is sponsored by 
Con-Jel, Intercultural Affairs at Marshall University, B97, 
WTCR, the Herald Dispatch, WSAZ, Marshall University and 
the Marshall Artists Series.
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$250K Grant to Help Refurbish 
Keith-Albee
The Register-Herald | February 7, 2017

HUNTINGTON - Restoration can officially begin on the 
seats of the historic Keith-Albee Performing
Arts Center with the awarding of a grant from the West 
Virginia Division of Culture and History.

The $250,000 grant with matching funds from the 
Keith-Albee Foundation make the “Take a Seat Under 
the Stars” campaign a $500,000 project, plus the more 
than $100,000 the foundation has already raised since the 
campaign began in December.

The goal is to refurbish all of the seats and the carpet in 
the historic theater. The current seats are 88 years old. The 
entire refurbishing project will cost more than $2.6 million 
dollars.

“I grew up on the Keith-Albee,” said Randall Reid-Smith, 
commissioner of the West Virginia Division of Culture and 
History and Barboursville native. “For the people of my 
generation, the Keith-Albee was special. It’s where the 
magic happened. The Marshall Artist Series was always 
here. I can remember the first time I saw a movie here. 
As commissioner, we fund the arts and we fund historic 
preservation, so we are very able to fund both ways.”

The Keith-Albee opened its doors in 1928 as a vaudeville 
theater. Since then, it has been a movie theater and a 
stage, hosting acts such as Tony Bennett and Taylor Swift. 
It is the last fully intact Thomas Lamb atmospheric theater 
in the world.

“There ain’t nothing like it anywhere else in the state,” 
Reid-Smith said. “She is grand ... I sang for 20 years, 14 
years in Europe. I’ve been in many theaters. There is 
nothing that can compare and is as grand as the Keith-
Albee. Maybe it’s because I grew up in it, but I am so glad 
they are restoring it.”

Foundation president and state Sen. Bob Plymale said 
they are working on making the theater a national 
historic landmark and receiving federal funds to help 
the restoration, but they are also still relying on local and 
corporate support.

The “Take a Seat” investment levels are: Maestro ($1,500) 
for row B to row O on the orchestra level and loge boxes, 
Director ($1,250) for the remaining orchestra level seats, 
and Conductor ($1,000) for all regular balcony seats 
behind the loge. Donors will get the name of their choice - 
whether a patron, company or person being memorialized 
- on their chair.

2017

Ryan Fischer/For The Herald-Dispatch Comissioner Randall Reid-Smith takes a 
seat after presenting the $250,000 grant alo Sen. Bob Plymale, right, and mem-
bers of the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Board of Directors on Monday, 
Feb. 6, 20 the Keith-Albee in Huntington. Worn carpeting and seating inside the 
theater is due to be replaced with the aid of the grant West Virginia Comission 
on the Arts.
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Marshall Artists Series Welcomes in 
Razzle-dazzle of ‘42nd Street’
The Herald-Dispatch | February 12, 2017

WHAT: The national tour of the quintessential Broadway 
backstage musical comedy classic, “42nd Street”

WHERE: Historic Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center, 
925 4th Ave., Huntington

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 18

ABOUT THE SHOW: Based on a novel by Bradford Ropes 
and Busby Berkeley’s 1933 movie, “42nd Street” tells the 
story of a starry-eyed young dancer named Peggy Sawyer 
who leaves her Allentown home and goes to New York 
to audition for the new Broadway musical, “Pretty Lady.” 
When the leading lady breaks her ankle, Peggy takes over 
and becomes a star.

ABOUT THE SONGS: With music by Harry Warren and 
lyrics by Al Dublin, the musical includes some of the 
greatest songs ever written, such as “We’re In The Money,” 
“Lullaby of Broadway,” “Shuffle Off To Buffalo,” “Dames,” “I 
Only Have Eyes For You” and, of course “42nd Street.”

THE AWARDS: “42nd Street” won the 1981 Tony 
Awards for Best Musical and Best Choreography. The 
Broadway revival, which opened in 2001, played for 1,524 
performances and earned two Tony Awards, including 
Best Revival of a Musical.

GET TICKETS: $94.95/$78.90/$68.20/$61.78. To see this 
performance at the Keith-Albee, contact the Marshall 
Artists Series Box Office at 304-696-6656 or order tickets 
online at Ticketmaster.com. You may also visit the box 

office located in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse on the 
Marshall University campus from noon to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

SPONSORS: “42nd Street” is sponsored by St. Mary’s 
Medical Center, HIMG, First Sentry Bank, Dinsmore, 
Neighborgall Construction, Air Systems Inc., Boggs 
Roofing, KEE 100, B97, WSAZ, The Herald-Dispatch, 
Marshall University and the Marshall Artists Series.
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Diamond Helping Restore Theater to 
its Natural Glory
The Herald-Dispatch | March 9, 2017

The power of restoration.

One individual figuring prominently in the undertaking 
is Darren Diamond, who owns Diamond Furniture 
Restoration in Russell, Kentucky. He’s been in this 
business for 14 years. The Keith-Albee has embarked 
on a $2.6 million project to refurbish the seats in the 
downtown theater and has launched a seat sponsorship 
campaign to finance the effort. Guess who got the seat 
contract? Diamond.

Until now, Diamond’s biggest undertaking was a major 
renovation at Ironton High School.

“I love what I do. I love to restore old things,” Diamond 
said during a meeting with 
fellow restoration associates 
Liza Caldwell, Andrew Myers 
and A.J. Stovitz. “I’m so pleased 
someone cares enough before 
this gets too bad and it ends 
up costing too much or they’re 
saying close it up, tear it down. 
It happens in America all the 
time. I feel privileged to do 
this.”

Caldwell owns buildings downtown and chairs the Keith-
Albee Foundation building committee. She played a 
leading role in researching which direction to go on the 
seat project. Myers owns an interior design company in 
New York called Andrew Myers Interior Design. Stovitz 
works with him.

One of America’s most prolific and revered theater 
architects, New York based-Scotsman Thomas L. 
Lamb, designed the Keith-Albee. The facility featured 
a main floor and balcony with seating for 2,720. The 
number’s not as high now, but still - dealing with 2,000-
plus seats can be a chore. Seats bolted to the floor 
have to be removed, made new at Diamond’s Russell 
facility, returned and put back into place. Can you say 
logistical nightmare? Then there are building codes as 
well as incorporating ADA (American Disabilities Act) 
requirements, including companion seats.

Diamond is excited by this latest business challenge. He’s 
quick to point out he’s not going this alone. He has two 
upholsterers with 65 years experience and an apprentice. 
Samples have been seen and Diamond said, “They came 
back beautiful.”

”It’s interesting. I used to work in sales,” Diamond said. “I 
remember we used to always get cutbacks, downsize. I’m 
one who always wanted more. My dad’s a retired brick 
mason. I can drive you around the Tri-State and show you 
projects my dad laid bricks on. I worked on some with 
him. I felt I wanted to leave a mark. When I’m dead and 
gone, someone would be able to say my dad did that, my 
grandfather did that. In 14 years, I’ve done so much for so 
many. To leave a mark on this is a great opportunity. This 
is the general public’s theater.”

“We are taking the existing seats, restoring them 
back to better condition than they were in when they 
first opened,” Caldwell said. “There’s a great deal of 
satisfaction when you take something tired and old and 
restore it whether your name is attached to it or not.” 

Huntington brothers A.B. and S. J. Hyman, majority 
owners of The Greater Huntington Theater Corporation, 
built the Keith-Albee to enhance their family of 
downtown theaters that then included the Huntington, 

(continued on next page)
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the Orpheum, and the State. The Hyman family closed 
the Keith as a movie theater in 2006 and donated it to 
the Marshall University Foundation, which in turn passed 
it on to the newly formed Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center Foundation Inc. The tax-exempt, charitable 
corporation operates the facility today. The building’s 
still used for numerous events. It will be available during 
restoration.

Lamb and his firm designed more than 300 theaters 
worldwide, but they created only eight of the expensive 
and exotic “atmospherics.” In atmospheric theaters, 
the auditorium is designed to create the illusion of 
being entertained outdoors. Overhead, the domed 
ceiling simulates an expansive, blue night sky. Intricate 
plasterwork, chandeliers, sconces and balconies create 
an air of sophistication.

Donations are available at three levels for the seat 
campaign $1,500 for seats in row B to row O or the 
Orchestra Level and Loge Boxes; $1,250 for the remaining 
Orchestra Level seats; and $1,000 for all regular Balcony 
seats behind the Loge. Donors will get the name of their 
choice - whether a patron, company or person being 
memorialized - on their chair.

The campaign includes a special “We Are Marshall 
Memorial Designation,” as the first 75 seats in the middle 
of the balcony has been dedicated to the memory of the 
75 Marshall football players, coaches and community 
members who died in the Nov. 14, 1970 plane crash. There 
will be a nameplate on the chairs honoring those from 
the crash. A plaque in the lobby will have the names of 
folks who donated the $1,000 for the seat.

An anonymous donor has given $20,000 to get that 75 
campaign started. The first seat was given in honor of 
Gene Morehouse, “The Voice of the Herd,” who perished 
in the crash. As part of that anonymous donation, a chair 
has been donated in honor of offensive lineman Bob 
Patterson, of Louisburg, North Carolina.

Myers, a Huntington High graduate, let Caldwell and the 
building committee know he would like to assist. His firm 
works on a variety of projects in the $80 million range. 
One recent project was working with HVS Design and 
Ambius to handle the interiors of the new EVEN Hotel in 
Brooklyn, New York.

“We like to do things in the community,” Myers said. 
“Large projects are perfect for us, and challenging with 
the historic issues to deal with.”

Myers sent copies of existing carpet and upholstery (both 
original from 1928) to mills in Europe and the United 
States. They received bids from these mills. The mills 
did their work and sent samples back and decisions 
on which way to proceed were made. “The samples hit 
100 percent,” Myers said. “The price is rock bottom. The 
theater is getting the best price, the best quality, an exact 
match.”

Since Caldwell, Myers, Stovitz and Diamond are in 
different places at different times, thank goodness for 
tablets and other electronic devices to provide face time.
Caldwell said it made more sense to take the restoration 
path instead of renovation.

“Renovation changes things to suit what people want,” 
Caldwell said. “Restoration puts it exactly the way it was. 
If we put in new seats, it would change sight lines and 
ruin everybody’s experience.”

Caldwell said after a two-year search, the original carpet 
and upholstery have been recreated as close as one 
possibly could.

The Keith-Albee is Lamb’s last atmospheric theater in 
the world. He created fewer than a dozen. Huntington ‘s 
facility has been put up for national landmark status and 

(continued on next page)

Diamond Helping Restore Theater to its Natural Glory continued
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Caldwell hopes to hear a decision soon. That would pave 
the way for more funding. Restoration allows access to 
other monies such as tax credits and grants. As Caldwell 
put it, in this case it will be cheaper to restore than 
renovate.

Another plus is the facility’s cooling system. In 1925, 
mechanical engineer Willis Carrier refined his air 
conditioning version to adapt to very large places. In 
1928, the Hymans approved the expensive and elaborate 
Carrier system for the Keith-Albee. One key feature is a 
well that was drilled under the theater providing freshly 
chilled air to circulate into the auditorium through vents 
at the seat bases. 

“This theater has a lot of things in it that we want to 
keep,” Caldwell said. “If you go to theaters that have been 
fully restored in other big cities, they have the original 
seating. It enhances the atmosphere, the history. With 
this project, it allows the community to become part of 
the restoration. The whole city can get behind it.” “It is 
going to look exactly like it did when it opened,” Stovitz 
said.

Diamond Helping Restore Theater to its Natural Glory continued
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Aerial Spectacular ‘Pippin’ Closes 80th 
Marshall Artists Series
The Herald-Dispatch | March 20, 2017

The Marshall Artists Series closes out its 80th season 
in high-flying style as the big top of the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center hosts the circus-themed musical 
“Pippin” at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 4.

The revamped classic took home four Tonys in 2013 when 
it was revived on Broadway and has since hit the road for a 
national tour.

The award winning revival, which was directed by Diane 
Paulus, will be re-created by her longtime associate, Mia 
Walker. Walker was the assistant director on the revival 
production - from its birth at the American Repertory 
Theater to Broadway to the first national tour.

“Pippin” features choreography by Tony Award nominee 
Chet Walker in the style of Bob Fosse and circus creations 
of acrobatics by Gypsy Snider of the Montreal-based 
circus company Les 7 doigts de la main (also known 
as 7 Fingers), the creative force behind the nationwide 
sensation Traces. The play also features the songs and 
lyrics of Stephen Schwartz, whom many live theater lovers 
will know for his music in the hit play “Wicked.”

Tickets range from $61.78 to $94.95 and are available by 
calling 304-696-6656, online at Ticketmaster.com or at 
the Marshall Artists Series Box Office from noon to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse 
on the Marshall University campus.

The popular revival closes out a Marshall Artists Series 
season which has included performances from jazz greats 
Tony Bennett and Wynton Marsalis, the comedy of Lewis 
Black, radio rocker Gavin DeGraw and the State Ballet 
Theatre of Russia’s production of “Cinderella” in addition 
to touring productions of “Rent” and “42nd Street” 
and appearances by Freda Payne in “A Tribute to Ella 
Fitzgerald” and Helen MacDonald, author of the New York 
Times bestseller “H is for Hawk.”

“The Series is known for its variety, but then again we have 
a lot of different audiences that come to the shows,” said 
Angela Jones, director of marketing and external affairs for 
the Marshall Artists Series.

“We have the Marshall community, we have people who 
have been longtime supporters of the Series, and we 
have the Tri-State community at large. We have kids 
in the audience from the area who may have never 
seen a professional ballet troupe from Russia perform 
‘Cinderella.’ So, we have different kinds of audiences who 
count on the Marshall Artists Series to provide a variety of 
entertainment.”

Penny Watkins, executive director for the Marshall Artists 
Series, notes this year’s season accomplished much in the 
way of partnerships and outreach in addition to its core 
programming, with educational projects around West 
Virginia reaching more than 6,000 children, representing 
an educational investment value of more than $86,000.

“Also, it was a season that came with another year’s 
support for the Huntington Symphony Orchestra trying 
to help build an audience, master classes with Wynton 
Marsalis and the jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra and the 
State Ballet Theatre of Russia,” she said.

Additionally, Watkins said the Series has embarked on a 
new partnership with the Marshall University Recreation 
Center to bring films from Canada’s Banff Mountain Film 
Festival World Tour to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center at 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 5, the festival’s first 
programming in West Virginia.

Diversity and range is a strong point of the Marshall Artists 
Series, which is one of the longest-running entertainment 
programs of its kind in the United States.

“With the Marshall Artists Series being 80 years old, it is 
good for the Tri-State and good for West Virginia,” Jones 
said. “It is the second oldest organization of its type in 
the country. We are a university-based artists series that 
is second in age only to the University of Michigan. It 
highlights our legacy of the arts, not only here at Marshall 
University, but throughout the Mountain State.”

“I began working here when I was in grad school,” 
Jones said. “I got my undergraduate in the Marshall 
business school with a marketing degree and then I 
got my master’s in advertising ... I love working with the 
students, and I love what the Artists Series brings to the 
community,” she said.
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Stills and Collins stop in W.Va.
The Herald-Dispatch | September 28, 2017

At age 78, Judy Collins was taking a two-week rest from 
her high-profile theater tour with longtime friend — and 
fellow American music icon — Stephen Stills. 

You can hear the youthful fervor in the voice of Collins, 
whom The New York Times called the “ageless wild angel 
of pop.”

She knows she blossoms best on stage and cannot wait to 
get back out to share these magic moments, and who can 
blame her?

“I get to be a singer and guitar player in a rock ‘n’ roll band 
with Stephen Stills,” Collins said with a chuckle and a bit of 
disbelief. “It doesn’t get much better than that.”

After hitting the road hard from late July past Labor Day, 
Collins has been in the midst of a break before she and 
touring partner and Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Stills and 
their band dive into the second leg of the tour celebrating 
their 50-year history together.

Birthed during their wild Summer of Love affair 
immortalized in Stills’ song “Suite: Judy Blue Eyes,” their 
time together has matured into a savored friendship and 
musical kinship that has blossomed into a new album, 
“Everybody Knows,” being celebrated on this tour.

The theater tour kicks back off Saturday, Sept. 30, in 
Connecticut and rolls to the West Coast to California with 
two stops in West Virginia. The Marshall Artists Series 
presents “Stills & Collins” at the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center, 925 4th Ave., Huntington, at 7:30 p.m. Monday, 
Oct. 2. Tickets are $97.87, $76.04 and $54.21. For tickets, call 
the box office at 304-696-6656, go online at Ticketmaster.
com or stop by the Marshall Artists Series box office in the 
Joan C. Edwards Playhouse on 5th Avenue across from 
Marshall University’s Student Center from noon to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

On Wednesday, Oct. 4, Stills and Collins will be at WVU, 
the site where Collins was last in West Virginia for a 
“Mountain Stage” taping on April 17, performing songs off 
her Grammy-nominated “Silver Skies Blue” duets album 
with Ari Hest.

“We have a few days off after we did 27 of our 50 or so 
shows, and we have another 25 shows so I am just dying 
to get back on the road,” Collins said by phone. “It is a very 
unusual tour, I don’t think I have ever done anything quite 
like it. It has a special quality, and I think we have worked a 
show that we love doing. We come off just flying.”

That flying feeling is thanks in part to bringing to the 
stage some of the spark created by “Everybody Knows,” 
which was just released Sept. 22, and which is the first 
album the two icons and longtime friends have recorded 
together.

The album illustrates the rich history between the two 
legends. “Who Knows Where The Time Goes,” from Collins’ 
1968 album of the same name, was the first song they 
ever recorded together. Stills first recorded “Judy” in a 
demo session immediately following her “Who Knows 
Where The Time Goes” session, in the very same studio. 
This demo tape was lost for years and later issued as the 
“Just Roll Tape” album. “So Begins The Task” is another 
Stills original that also appears on that demo. The song 
was later recorded for Stills’ Manassas debut, and for 
“CSN 2012.” Collins recorded “So Begins The Task” as well 
for 1973’s “True Stories and Other Dreams.” She wrote 
“Houses” about her relationship with Stills, a standout 
track from her landmark release, 1975’s platinum-selling 
“Judith.”

The new album also features duets of classic songs such 
as Bob Dylan’s “Girl From The North Country.” Collins, 
known for her early interpretations of Leonard Cohen’s 
work, selected “Everybody Knows” for this album — her 
first time recording it.

Stills and Collins sing over a soaring version of the 
Traveling Wilburys’ “Handle With Care.” The song 
“Questions” was written by Stills and recorded for Buffalo 
Springfield’s “Last Time Around,” and later revisited on the 
second section of “Carry On,” from Crosby, Stills, Nash and 
Young’s “Deja Vu.” And Collins penned a brand new song, 
“River Of Gold,” for the album.

The touring band features renowned bassist Zev Katz, who 
has played with everyone from Elton John to Bruno Mars 
and Aretha Franklin.
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Stills and Collins start the concert singing The Traveling 
Wilburys’ classic “Handle With Care,” with Collins 
cheerfully getting to sing the parts of the late pop warbler, 
Roy Orbison.

They close the concert with “Suite Judy Blue Eyes,” and in 
between weave their tapestry of his songs, her songs and 
the songs of their heroes and friends.

A life-long activist, Collins said the show offers 
encouragement and joy in what is, and what has perhaps 
always been troubling times since the duo started their 
careers during the height of the Vietnam War, during 
race riots, the upheaval of the women’s movement, and 
the environmental and social justice movements as a 
new generation clashed with the establishment over 
remolding America.

“Like it was when we started, politics seem worse then 
terrible, and the racism still today is horrible, and we are 
in a bad place right now. But when we are out performing 
we see a lot of encouragement, and first of all it is seen in 
a lot of people of all ages coming to see us,” Collins said. “I 
think we are iconic from that time, and some of our songs 
are part of the fabric of American music — certainly ‘Who 
Knows Where the Time Goes’ and ‘For What it is Worth’ 
and ‘Both Sides Now’ and Leonard Cohen’s ‘Suzanne,’ 
and ‘Suite Judy Blue Eyes.’ But I think that we are offering 
political and social and musical ideas that are still relevant. 
There is nothing old about this music; it is present and 
current, and this is a new way of offering it, and it is fun 
and inspiring to get to be a singer and guitar player in a 
rock ‘n’ roll band with Stephen Stills. It doesn’t get much 
better than that.”

On both the new record and in concert, one of the most 
poignant moments for Collins is getting to sing and share 
the brilliant lyrics of “Everybody Knows” from her longtime 
friend Leonard Cohen. She first cut his songs back in 1966, 
and the two were friends until the end. He died Nov. 7, 
2016.

Collins said she could not think of a more important song 
to put on the album than his “Everybody Knows.”

“He died on Nov. 7 before anyone knew how the election 

would turn out. I was, of course, devastated like so many 
people, and I thought immediately, ‘Well, it is time for me 
to sing “Everybody Knows,”’” Collins said. “About a week 
after that I was singing it in concert, and the audience felt 
the same way I did, and I felt like it was a song that came 
about at this time when we really needed it. I made a little 
recording of it and sent it to Stephen and asked him what 
he thought about singing it, and he said he loved it and 
that it had to be on the record. It really strikes a note for all 
of us.”

Collins who paid tribute to her longtime friend Cohen 
with the 2004 album “Judy Collins Sings Leonard 
Cohen: Democracy,” said it is important to celebrate and 
remember such a great, dear friend, whom she feels was 
one of the greatest lyricists in modern music.

“He called me from time to time and would read me lyrics. 
He always had a whole bunch of lyrics, and he would 
reel them off. For ‘Everybody Knows,’ there would be like 
60 verses, and then he would say, ‘Now I have to choose 
which ones,’” Collins said. “I think he chose well, and I am 
so indebted to him for all of those songs, and every chance 
I am able to I sing his songs and savor knowing him as a 
friend. He was a very generous man and very giving and 
just a great friend. It is a terrible loss not to have writers 
in our lives, but we do have his music and that is very 
special.”

Collins, who released new albums in 2015, 2016 and 2017, 
said she knows how special it is to be able to have this 
moment in time to celebrate with Stills.

“It is very unique, and we have fortunately remained 
friends for all of these years,” Collins said. “We have gone 
through the unpleasantness early on and then settled 
into a friendly scenario when we would see each other, 
and there has always been a lot to share. In the past 10 
years we have been seeing each other on a more regular 
basis, and we hang out with each other’s families. I am 
crazy about his wife, and my husband is that way about 
Stephen, and with every year we know truly it is a miracle 
that either one of us are still alive.”

(Stills and Collins stop in W.Va.)
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Smash Hit Musical Takes Keith-Albee 
Stage as Part of Marshall Artists Series 
on October 26
The Herald-Dispatch | October 22, 2017

It is not easy as you think for rock stars to command the 
Broadway stage - let alone create for it.

For every Elton John’s “The Lion King,” there are three or 
four efforts like “Spider-Man: Turn Off The Dark,” in which 
Bono and The Edge proved their best work is not on the 
Great White Way.

But five years ago Cyndi Lauper proved that girls (and 
guys in drag) do just want to have fun, and they did, and 
they still are in a major league way.

Lauper’s smash-hit musical “Kinky Boots,” which she 
wrote with Harvey Fierstein (“Hairspray”) received 13 Tony 
nominations in 2013 and took home six 2013 Tony Awards, 
the most of any show in the season, including Best 
Musical, Best Score (Cyndi Lauper), Best Choreography 
(Jerry Mitchell), Best Orchestrations (Stephen Oremus) 
and Best Sound Design (John Shivers). The show also 
received the Drama League, Outer Critics Circle and 
Broadway.com Awards for Best Musical, and the Grammy 
Award for Best Musical Album, along with many other 
accolades.

“Kinky Boots,” which is still on Broadway, also plays in 
London’s West End, in Australia, and has its U.S. national 
tour coming in to strut its stuff as the Marshall Artists 
Series 2017-2018 continues at the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center.

Some tickets still remain for “Kinky Boots,” which is set 
for 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 26. Tickets are $97.87, $81.50, 
$70.58 and $64.04 and can be ordered by calling 304-
696-6656, online at Ticketmaster.com or at the Marshall 
Artists Series box office in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse 
on 5th Avenue across from Marshall University’s Student 
Center from noon to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. For 
information, call 304-696-3326.

Based on a true story, “Kinky Boots” takes you from 
a gentlemen’s shoe factory in Northampton to the 
glamorous catwalks of Milan. In the musical, Charlie Price 
is struggling to live up to his father’s expectations and 
continue the family business of Price & Son. With the 
factory’s future hanging in the balance, help arrives in the 
unlikely but spectacular form of Lola, a fabulous performer 
in need of some sturdy new stilettos. Their new line of 
shoes helps save the family-run shoe factory.

It is a story that is refreshingly familiar with the Marshall 
Artists Series since marketing director Angela Jones, who 

curates the film festivals, said the series screened the 2005 
British indie film “Kinky Boots,” from which the Broadway 
show is based, in 2006. That original film was based on a 
1999 BBC2 documentary series, “Trouble at the Top,” that 
followed Steve Pateman, who - to help save his family-run 
shoe factory - decided to make fetish footwear for men 
under the brand name “Divine Footwear.”

“It was a big hit at the film festival, and I have been such 
a big fan ever since,” Jones said when the season was 
announced earlier this year. “And as an ‘80s baby, I can’t 
wait since Cyndi Lauper wrote all of the music. I am 
thrilled. I can’t calm down about it.”

Another person that really can’t calm down about it is 
Lola.

Well, Jos N. Banks, the 27-year-old newcomer who went 
head over heels for the drag queen character since he saw 
Billy Porter’s performance in 2013. Porter won the 2013 
Tony Award for Best Actor in a Musical for his role as Lola 
in “Kinky Boots” at the 67th Tony Awards.

Banks, who has been out with the national tour for a 
month, said Porter’s performance literally changed the 
trajectory of his acting career.

“Lola has been a dream role since I saw the Tony 
performance in 2013,” Banks said. “I am a big Billy Porter 
fan and so much of a nerd that I entered his biggest fan 
contest and I won. He originated the role of Lola, and I fell 
in love with the character after seeing him perform. Ever 
since I was like, ‘I have got to get my hands on this role.’ I 
had been called back several times before, but this time it 
was the one that stuck, and I couldn’t be happier.”

And for good reason. He’s out with this, the second 
national tour of “Kinky Boots,” that just started about a 
month ago and rolls through next March.

“It is literally like performing a daily concert of Cyndi 
Lauper’s music,” Banks said of “Kinky Boots” for which 
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Lauper was the first woman to win a Best Score Tony 
alone. “... It is an incredible score and is so much fun to 
sing. I love my job singing her songs about how people 
are able to evolve and how you can still find a place for 
yourself even if people shut a lot of doors. She really saw 
her space and ran for it. For me it is totally uplifting that 
message of love and acceptance.”

Banks said he knows well that he has big shoes, make 
that heels, to fill since everyone from Porter to even 
Wayne Brady from “Let’s Make a Deal” has performed the 
powerful role of the well-grounded drag queen.

“Lola is very different, and it is a very different role for 
anyone of any typecast but definitely someone like me 
- a young African American male playing the leading 
lady of the show,” Banks said. “People go to a Broadway 
show and they expect to be changed, and musicals 
challenging perceptions goes along with that, but with 
this drag queen there’s some moments throughout 
the performance where I am questioning how good of 
a person am I and how can I make positive change in 
the world. It is one of those things where people realize 
that we all have a lot more in common than we have 
differences. That message that it is all about love and 
acceptance - that is a message that is universal and 
timely.”

Banks, who grew up in Chicago and was a so-so college 
student as he says, said that since the tour is hitting a lot 
of college cities, such as Huntington, he likes to share his 
own journey’s message of working hard and following 
your dreams even if there are obstacles along the way.

“You have to be that one person who believes in yourself. 
Even if others don’t see a place for you in this world, you 
do have a place in this world,” Banks said. “A lot of the 
campuses we are going to are musical theater schools, 
and it is kind of a big deal. When I was in school I was not 
the guy who got cast in all of the leads. That was not my 
journey. I was the one who they were always highlighting 
my downfalls and things that were not my strengths. 
Now I get to go to these schools and universities and get 
so much love from other artists and students who are 
studying what I am doing, and that is amazing. I tell them 
that even if you are having a hard time, never give up on 
yourself. If I had I would not be where I am.”

(Smash Hit Musical Takes Keith-Albee Stage as Part of Marshall Artists Series on Oct. 26)
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Comic John Mulaney Coming to Keith 
for Marshall Artists Series
The Herald-Dispatch | October 31, 2017

The Marshall Artists Series kicked off its 2017-18 season 
with a blast of comedy from “Saturday Night Live” star 
Leslie Jones, and it steps right back to the microphone 
with another contemporary shot of comedy from former 
“SNL” writer John Mulaney.

Mulaney wrote six seasons for SNL appeared as a 
“Weekend Update” correspondent and co-created 
characters such as “Stefon” with Bill Hader. The comedy 
star who has had three hit Comedy Central specials and 
albums, comes to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 1.

Before kicking off his current “Kid Gorgeous” tour, Mulaney 
starred in the Broadway hit “Oh, Hello on Broadway” 
alongside Nick Kroll. He currently writes for IFC’s 
“Documentary Now” and Netflix’s “Big Mouth,” on which 
he also voices the character Andrew.

For tickets, contact the Marshall Artists Series Box Office 
at 304-696-6656, visit Ticketmaster.com or stop by the box 
office in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse from noon to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday. Tickets are $65.13 and $43.30.

Marshall Artists Series Hosting 
Grammy Award Winning Artists Lyle 
Lovett and John Haitt
The Herald-Dispatch | October 29, 2017

Brickstreet Insurance presents an acoustic evening with 
Grammy Award-winning artists Lyle Lovett and John 
Hiatt at the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center at 7:30 
p.m. Monday, Nov. 6. Both artists have greatly influenced 
the musical world with their composition and song-
writing skills and are bringing their musical influence to 
Huntington.

Lyle Lovett is one of music’s most vibrant and iconic 
performers. He has broadened the definition of American 
music, fusing elements of swing, country, jazz, folk, gospel 
and blues in a manner that defies convention. With a 
career that spans 14 albums over 3 decades, Lovett has 
not only won 4 Grammy awards, but was awarded the 
Americana Music Associations inaugural Trailblazer Award. 
He was also named Texas State Musician. Lovett has no 
plans of slowing down. After 40 years of writing, the 59 
year old sees no point in retiring. “If retiring is having 
enough time to just do things you love to do, then I’ve 
been retired my whole life,” he shared.

Some of Lovett’s hit songs include “If I Had A Boat,” “She’s 
No Lady,” “Stand By Your Man”, and “Cowboy Man.”

John Hiatt is a talented singer and guitarist best known 
for his prolific songwriting, as he has composted more 
than 600 songs. With 11 Grammy® nominations and 24 

albums to his name, he was inducted into the Nashville 
Songwriters Hall of Fame and won the Americana Music 
Association’s Lifetime Achievement Award in 2008. The 
Los Angeles Times calls Hiatt “…one of rock’s most astute 
singer-songwriters of the last 40 years.”

Some of Hiatt’s hit songs include “Have A Little Faith In 
Me,” “Thing Called Love,” “Feels Like Rain”, and “Cry Love.”

Tickets for An Acoustic Evening with Lyle Lovett and John 
Hiatt are $97.8776.04/65.13. Contact the Marshall Artists 
Series Box Office at 304-696-6656 or order tickets online 
at Ticketmaster.com. You may also visit our box office 
located in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse on the Marshall 
University campus. Box office hours are noon to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

This performance is also sponsored by City National Bank, 
Radiology Inc, ZMM Architects, Ransbottom Law Office, 
Hilliard Lyons, WTCR, B97, WSAZ, the Herald-Dispatch, 
Marshall University, and the Marshall Artists Series.
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Spirit of Janis Joplin Rocks 
Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | November 15, 2017

The spirit of Janis Joplin rocked the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center on Tuesday evening for Marshall 
University’s second-to-last Marshall Artists Series show of 
the fall semester.

The Tony Award-nominated Broadway musical “A Night 
with Janis Joplin” was a musical journey that explored 
what made Joplin become one of rock ‘n’ roll’s greatest 
legends. It celebrated her music and her biggest 
influences, like Aretha Franklin, Etta James, Odetta, Nina 
Simone and Bessie Smith.

The next Marshall Artists Series show will be 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 5, featuring a stage adaptation of the 
beloved holiday TV special “A Charlie Brown Christmas.” 
Tickets range from $35 to $58.

2017

Charlie Brown and Friends Come to 
Life in Live Performance
The Herald-Dispatch | December 6, 2017

More than 2,000 students from schools across the 
region filled the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in 
downtown Huntington on Tuesday morning for a matinee 
performance of the Marshall Artists Series’ “A Charlie 
Brown Christmas Live on Stage.”

Gayle Manchin, cabinet secretary of the West Virginia 
Department of Education and the Arts, also was in 
attendance to speak to the sold-out crowd of youngsters.

The simple joy and magic of the TV classic was brought to 
life onstage with a cast that includes 21-year-old Gideon 
Chickos as Charlie Brown and 11 other actors portraying 
creator Charles Schulz’s rag-tag group of Charlie’s friends.

The next performance in the Marshall Artists Series will 
be “Sleeping Beauty,” one of the world’s most beloved 
stories told through ballet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2018. 
The State Ballet Theater of Russia’s full-scale production 

will feature 55 dancers and is choreographed by Vladimir 
Vasiliev, former principal dancer with the Bolshoi Theatre 
Ballet. Ticket prices are $91.32, $76.04, $65.13 and $54.21.

Go online at http://www.marshall.edu/muartistseries to see 
the remaining schedule for the 2017-18 season.
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Marshall Artists Series Leaps Into 
New Year With State Ballet of 
Russia’s “Sleeping Beauty”
The Herald-Dispatch | January 10, 2018

Leap into the New Year with the State Ballet Theatre of 
Russia’s production of Tchaikovsky’s “Sleeping Beauty” at 
the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 23. The company, based in the city of Ufa, hometown 
of legendary ballet dancer Rudolf Nureyev, is returning to 
grace the Keith-Albee with their ravishing performance of 
“Sleeping Beauty.”

Featuring enamoring sets and costumes along with 
breath-taking authentic Russian choreography by 
the legendary Yury Grigorovich, State Ballet Theatre’s 
production of “Sleeping Beauty” is an enthralling sight to 
behold. With every grand jeté and chasse, the company of 
60 of Russia’s finest dancers will leave you mesmerized.

Revered composer Pyotr Ilvich Tchaikovsky completed 
the score for his second ballet, “Sleeping Beauty”, in 1889. 
Tchaikovsky composed three ballets, the very first being 
“Swan Lake” in 1876. Tchaikovsky was commissioned by 
the director of Russia’s Imperial Theatre to create the score 
for his third ballet, “The Nutcracker.”

Tchaikovsky based “Sleeping Beauty” on the Brothers 
Grimm’s version of Charles Perrault’s “La Belle au bois 
dormant.” On January 15, 1890, “Sleeping Beauty” 

premiered at the Marinsky Theatre in St. Petersburg 
complete with choreography by Marius Petipa. Over a 
century later, the ballet remains one of the world’s most 
beloved performances.

Tickets to “Sleeping Beauty” are $54, $65, $76 and $91. 
To see this spellbinding performance on the Keith Albee 
Stage, contact the Marshall Artists Series Box Office at 
304-696-6656. Or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.
com. You may also visit our box office located in the Joan 
C. Edwards Playhouse on the Marshall University campus. 
Box office hours are noon to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

Sleeping Beauty is sponsored by Earleen Heiner Agee 
and Robert W. Agee Fund of the Foundation for the Tri-
State Community, Inc., National Resource Partners, Cabell 
County Commission, Dr. Stephen Nicholas, KEE 100, B97, 
The Herald Dispatch, WSAZ, Marshall University, and the 
Marshall Artists Series.
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Yonder Mountain String Band Up Next 
for Marshall Artists Series
The Herald-Dispatch | January 29, 2018

Never mind the temperature, the sweet and breezy 
summer music festival vibes start here and start now 
because here comes Yonder Mountain.

In the midst of its winter tour, the Colorado-based, globe-
trotting hip progressive bluegrass jam band Yonder 
Mountain String Band rolls in to the historic Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 10, as a 
part of the Marshall Artists Series.

Formed up almost 20 years after their first show at 
the Pioneer Inn in Nederland, Colorado, in September 
1998, Yonder Mountain String Band has spearheaded 
a renegade movement to rewrite the definition of the 
genre, tossing in tasty bits of funk and rock, R&B and 
country into their bluegrass blender.

Rolling Stone said Yonder Mountain String Band “liberates 
bluegrass’ hot-stuff riffing and blue-sky harmonies from 
its hidebound formalism.”

The band, which just celebrated its 2,000th show on Jan. 
13 at the Orange Peel in Asheville, N.C., has followed a trail 
blazed by Bela Fleck, Leftover Salmon and Sam Bush: 
namely, introducing a high-energy and modernistic form 
of bluegrass to a younger generation of thrill-seekers.

Yonder founding members Adam Aijala, Dave Johnston 
and Ben Kaufmann reconfigured the Yonder Mountain 
String Band as a traditional bluegrass instrumental five-
piece with the help of Allie Kral and Jacob Jolliff in 2014. 
Since reconstituting the group, the band has released 
three albums. The band introduced the acclaimed “Black 
Sheep” in 2015. 2017 brought the release of both the live 
record “Mountain Tracks: Volume 6” and a new studio 
album, “Love Ain’t Love,” which Aijala describes as “their 
best album yet.”

“Love Ain’t Love” has a little bit of everything. “It’s a little 
more eclectic,” Aijala says. “None of us grew up with 
bluegrass, so there are always other influences in there.” 
Songs like “Take A Chance On Me” and “Fall Out of Line” 
show the quintet infusing country rock, funk, world music 
and more into their work. The band’s first ever original 
reggae song, “Groovin’ Away,” closes the album with a 
summery sense of joy.

YMSB has become a staple at major music festivals like 
Telluride Bluegrass Festival, Summer Camp, Bonaroo, 
Austin City Limits Festival and Rothbury. They are known 
and loved for their energetic sets and their ability to leave 
it all out on the stage. In 2009, Jarrett Bellini from CNN 
Showbiz Tonight stated, “The pickers from Colorado had 
the audience dancing and shaking, kicking up a joyful 

storm of dust into the cool summer sky.” Paste Magazine 
wrote, “Yonder Mountain String Band has found a formula 
that works: take rootsy bluegrass influences, add in some 
rock ‘n’ roll, and seek out an adventurous audience.”

Huntington is the last date of its winter tour. Openers 
will be The Southern Belles, made up of Adrian Ciucci 
(guitar/vocals), Tommy Booker (keys/vocals), Aaron Zarrow 
(drums/vocals) and Andrew Carper (bass/vocals).

Playing a high-octane mix of funky southern psychedelic 
rock & roll, the Belles perform shows and festivals all over 
the country each year. The Southern Belles’ road-tested 
sound has earned them a devout following, with fans 
traveling far and wide to catch a show. Their latest album, 
“In The Middle Of The Night,” was released in August 2017. 
The Southern Belles are picking up steam and gaining 
national notoriety for their original compositions and song 
craft. Their songs are both fun and moving, with lyrical 
stories evoking familiar emotions and complex musical 
journeys.

The Southern Belles were formed in November 2011 
in Richmond, Va., by Adrian Ciucci and Zach Hudgins. 
Early on, Adrian and Zach added Raphael Katchnioff and 
Tommy Booker to their already eclectic sound. In 2012, 
they released their first album, “Sharp As A Knife,” and 
took their show on the road.

With critical acclaim for the new record, the band was 
featured at large festivals in the summer of 2015, including 
both Lockn’ and Floyd Fest.

The story of the Southern Belles continues to evolve. In 
January 2016, the band brought on Aaron Zarrow on the 
drums.
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Beloved musical ‘Chicago’ Heats Up 
Stage as part of Marshall Artists Series
The Herald-Dispatch | February 11, 2018

To hear actress Dylis Croman talk about the musical 
“Chicago,” you’d say it’s pretty “spectacular.”

“It is ‘Chicago.’ It is a spectacular story and spectacular 
dancing and spectacular music - and to share it with 
people is an absolute joy,” Croman said by phone.

Croman, who has been with the “Chicago” family some 12 
years playing the lead role of Roxie Hart both on Broadway 
and now on the national tour of “Chicago,” isn’t just hyping 
the musical, because she doesn’t need to - it’s “Chicago.”

And it is swinging its way here into the heart of 
Huntington. 

Presented by First Sentry Bank, the Marshall Artists Series 
performance of the national tour of “Chicago” - the No. 
1 longest-running American music in Broadway history 
- will be performed at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 12.

Tickets are $64, $70, $81 and $97 at the Marshall Artists 
Series Box Office at 304-696-6656, online at Ticketmaster.
com or at the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse box office from 
noon to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

“Chicago” comes right on the heels of a Marshall Artists 
Series production featuring the national jamgrass band 
Yonder Mountain String Band and comes just a couple 
days before Valentine’s Day.

With a legendary book by Fred Ebb and Bob Fosse, music 
by John Kander and lyrics by Ebb, “Chicago,” which is set 
in the Windy City in the Roarin’ 1920s, tells the wild, music-
and-dance-filled rollercoaster story of drama queen Roxie 
Hart, a housewife and nightclub dancer who murders 
her side-man after he threatens to leave her. After being 
arrested, Roxie meets the six “merry murderesses” at the 
Cook County Jail, including Velma Kelly, her rival cellmate.

Desperate to avoid conviction, Roxie hires Chicago’s 
slickest criminal lawyer to twist her crime into a publicity 
opportunity by way of sensational headlines in hopes of 
getting set free.

Croman, who has been playing Roxie for the past four 
years on Broadway and on tour, said she loves getting to 
play someone who loves and feels life so strongly as Roxie.

“She is a spicy little thing, and she wears her heart on 
her sleeve and is a very reactionary person blurting out 
whatever comes to her at the moment, and she always 
finds a way to make it work,” Croman said. “I think that 

some people 
might say 
she is all out 
for herself, 
but honestly 
I see her as a 
survivor. She 
has survived a 
lot, and she is 
always trying to 
do something 
to rise above 
what has been 
given to her. 
She can’t do 
it alone, and 
neither can 
Velma, and at 
the end they 
need each 
other. That 
is a beautiful 
lesson that 
winds up in the 
show - that storyline that these women need each other 
in the end, and ultimately in humanity we all need each 
other some times in some form.”

Hailed by Entertainment Weekly as “Broadway’s Most 
Electrifying Show,” “Chicago,” which won six Tonys when it 
was revived back in 1996, has become timeless in part due 
to a steady stream of songs such as “Cell Block Tango,” “All 
that Jazz,” “When You’re Good to Momma,” “Me and My 
Baby” and “Razzle Dazzle,” which provide a perfect vehicle 
for the Bob Fosse choreography.

“It is a timeless story, and I always say we can all relate to 
the sensationalism of the press. It happens every day, and 
we can relate to that, and the storyline itself is relatable 
and timeless. Of course, the show is told so simply with 
the acting and the dancing with the song really being at 
the forefront,” Croman said. “Those are the stars of the 
show, so we don’t need to have all the extra frills to add to 
it - that is what makes ‘Chicago’ so special and so unique 
because of its simplicity and it really allows the story to 
shine through.”

Croman, who in addition to 12 years with “Chicago” has 
racked up Broadway and national tour credits with New 
York Stage & Film productions said she feels blessed to 
have long been connected personally and professionally 
to the choreography of Bob Fosse and one of his dance 
disciples, Ann Reinking, from whom Croman began 
taking lessons at age 14.

Reinking not only reprised the role of Roxie Hart in the 
1996 revival of “Chicago” but was also the choreographer, 
winning the Tony Award for Best Choreography. For the 
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2000 West End production of “Fosse,” she won the Olivier 
Award for Best Theatre Choreographer.

Croman, in fact, just danced in October at a New 
York Dance Alliance Foundation Fundraiser honoring 
Reinking, who was named the 2017 NYCDA Foundation’s 
Ambassador for the Arts.

“The Bob Fosse style of dancing is on of those styles 
that reads easier than it actually is, as it is a style based 
on less is more and that is hard to do,” Croman said. “As 
performers we tend to want to shine and want to give 
those jazz hands full out, but Fosse demands that you 
pull it back, and the audience comes to it. It is very detail 
oriented, and it is quirky and crazy, but it can tell a story 
with one shoulder roll and a finger twirl. Bob Fosse is like 
no other. When I was 14 ... I was introduced to it and was 
taught by Anne Reinking, and once she introduced it to 
me, she introduced me into this world, and I knew. It is like 
putting on a pair of shoes that are a perfect fit. ... Truly a 
majority of my career has been based on the Fosse style 
since then.”

Croman, who carries that direct lineage to the stage, said 
she loved being able to be a part of the event in October, 
to be able to thank Reinking for the impact on her life.

“She is such a glorious woman inside and out and worked 
her whole career and after her career dancing and in the 
leading roles on Broadway, she has really been passing 

down the legacy of Fosse in an incredible and beautiful 
way,” Croman said. “She has so much passion for it and 
cares to share with the younger generation and pass it 
down with love, and I am fortunate to be one of those 
people.”

With “Chicago,” Croman has spread the electricity of 
dance and music to audiences that have ranged from 
around the U.S. to Canada and Korea.

Croman said there’s something immediate and universal 
to “Chicago,” which has spread to every corner of the 
world.

“It definitely is something that I am grateful for to change 
people’s lives and to tell a story that is so tangible and 
so real,” said Croman, who has also appeared on TV on 
“Guiding Light” and “Smash.” “Sometimes you will play 
cities that have more of a conservative audience, and 
they will take it in, and they might not be as vocal - but 
at the end they will pop out of their seats, and they 
are guaranteed to love it. It is a complicated story in a 
simplistic form, and I love to see the reaction to it. It gives 
me the motivation to do the next show and the next 
night.”
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Musical Penned by Police Officer Tells 
Tale of Hymn’s Writer
The Herald-Dispatch | February 19, 2018

If there is anything more incredible than the timeless 
1779-published hymn “Amazing Grace,” it is the wretch-
to-redeemed story of its author, Anglican minister John 
Newton, who made the unbelievable soul journey from 
being a slave ship captain to an outspoken abolitionist 
minister.

And if there is anything more incredible than Newton’s 
story it is the fact that the old hymn moved a Pennsylvania 
police officer so much, that he - against all odds and 
reason - took it upon himself to spend the past 17 years 
not only writing the complete book and music for 
“Amazing Grace,” but miraculously getting that story onto 
Broadway and now on its first national tour.

Although “Amazing Grace; The Musical” only lasted for 
four months on Broadway, its creator, Christopher Smith 
believes the musical is out where it should be - touring the 
heartland on a 27-state national tour.

The tour, which began with a eight-week run at the 
Museum of the Bible in Washington, D.C., rolls into the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, as part of the Marshall Artists Series.

Written by Smith, with help from Arthur Giron (book), and 
directed by Gabriel Barre, who directed the Broadway
production, and choreographer Christopher Gattelli for 
the national tour, “Amazing Grace: The Musical” is a wild 
and true story of romance, rebellion and redemption, 
telling the tale of John Newton, a former slave ship owner 
who joins the abolition movement, and the journey that 
inspires the anthem of hope and redemption.

Newton - played by Michael Burrell (“Oklahoma!,” “Legally 
Blonde,” “Evita”) - finds himself conflicted about whether 
to follow in his father’s footsteps and pursue the family 
business, or whether to embrace the more compassionate 
views of his childhood sweetheart.

Newton sets out on the high seas, accompanied by his 
slave Thomas. When that perilous voyage finds him in 
his darkest hour, a moment of self-realization inspires a 
blazing hope in John that guides him home.

Smith, who is a Christian, said no matter what someone’s 
beliefs are, everyone will be entertained and inspired by 
Newton’s personal transformation to his better self.

“This is a secular show about the transformation of this 
one man,” Smith said of the tour, which will run through 
May. “People try to pull us off course, and I have to say, 
‘Just tell the story, then people can make up their own 
minds’ ... It is a really great show, and here in the middle of 

winter you need something to warm your heart up and do 
something meaningful. This is it.”

For Smith, the power and the lure of the story of “Amazing 
Grace” was such that the budding singer/songwriter, 
whose day job was a police officer in Lower Moreland, 
Pennsylvania, and Bryn Athyn, Pennsylvania, spent about 
10 years trying to write it for stage.

“Less than one percent of all playwrights that ever live get 
on Broadway, and no one writes the music and book at 
the same time - that is really hard to believe that anyone 
would have those skills,” Smith said. “The only reason I 
did it was that I didn’t know that, and I literally started off 
writing it that way.”

While Smith found that a lot of people were confused 
as to why a cop would be so hung up on trying to write 
a Broadway play, not everyone scoffed at him. In 2007, 
an investor approached him about wanting to make a 
serious run to get the play not only into production but 
onto Broadway. Amazingly, more than 90 percent of the 
funding came from within a half hour of his house.

“I think because this happened in a miraculous way that 
people saw something different going on here, and, even 
in New York City where people are cynical because they’ve 
seen it a million times before, they got something they 
weren’t expecting to happen and having it happen that 
way was icing on the cake,’ Smith said. “There were grown 
men crying on their shirt sleeves and hugging each other.”

Although “Amazing Grace: The Musical,” for sure has that 
razzle-dazzle of Broadway (the set designer did “Wicked”), 
and there is period-correct costuming and exceptional 
lighting and music, Smith said the key to the power of the 
story was to never let the production overwhelm or get in 
the way of the strength of Newton’s story.

“The key for me was to never get lost in the bigness of 
it and to stay right with the heart of his struggle,” Smith 
said. “We see not just Newton but that Catherine is 
an abolitionist that he is in love with, and he is a slave 
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trader, and you see the conflicts 
with this father and that he was 
actually enslaved himself. We are 
one of the only shows in Broadway 
history that has depicted a slave 
auction, or slavery at all on stage, 
so the challenge was to stay at the 
emotional core of the story.”

While “Amazing Grace” has about 
20 songs in it, the best is saved for 
last. At every show, Smith said the 
audience sings loudly along with the 
cast, without prompting.

“We saved the lyrics until the very 
end, and once you get to the end 
and hear the lyrics there is a really 
surreal moment because these are 
worlds I have heard again and again 
and again and again, and they mean 
something very different, and the 
audience rises and sings with the 
cast at every single performance and 
without prompting - they just do it, 
and the whole room thunders, and at 
the end you just want to go and hug 
someone.”

Smith, who still works with students 
and who often gives inspirational 
talks, said he hopes his odd story 
about a blue-collar small-town cop 
who followed his faith and dreams 
to create this show inspires others to 
pull the cork off their own dreams.

“I think that warms my heart the 
most is that it is causing other people 
to embrace their own vision,” Smith 
said. “Hey, you know what? Crazy 
things do happen if you believe. I was 
called to do something, and it took 
17 years to make this come about. I 
think that they are encouraged to 
see how this happened and think 
about their own dreams whether 
they are artistic, or working with their 
community or changing jobs. It sort 
of pulls the cork off their dreams 
because they see me, and I am just 
a cop, a blue-collar guy who came 
out to your house if it got robbed, 
and if God can use me, he can use 
anybody.”

Famed Pop Songsmith Five For Fighting Coming 
to the Marshall Artists Series
The Herald-Dispatch | March 7, 2018

John Ondrasik, a rabid hockey fan who took his artistic name — “Five For 
Fighting” — from penalty box time, has put his stamp all over the charts, 
TV and film with his piano and voice.

Ondrasik, whose early hit “Superman (It’s Not Easy”) became an anthem 
after 9/11, has sold more 2.5 million albums on the strength of such hits 
as “100 Years,” “The Riddle” and “What If;” has penned songs for everyone 
from Josh Groban to The Backstreet Boys; and has had songs featured in 
350 TV shows, ads and films — including his song “Chances” in the 2009 
Academy Award-winning film “The Blind Side.”

Ondrasik kicks off a 10-date intimate tour of theaters with a string quartet 
as well as up-and-coming songwriter Marie Miller at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
March 8, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center as part of the Marshall 
Artists Series.

Tickets are $32, $43 and $54 by calling the Marshall Artists Series Box 
Office at 304-696-6656 or online at Ticketmaster.com. You can also visit 
the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse box office on campus from noon to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.
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Keith-Albee Turns 90 Years Old
The Herald-Dispatch | May 7, 2018

When music icon Tony Bennett performed at the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center in 2016 as part of the 
Marshall Artists Series, he put down his microphone 
before he broke into a night-ending, spine-tingling send-
up of “Fly Me to the Moon” and had a little heart-to-heart 
talk with the audience.

“This theater is perfect for performing,” Bennett said then. 
“I heard they were talking about cleaning it up, but now 
don’t clean it up too much because the acoustics in here 
make beautiful sounds.”

Don’t worry, Tony, the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
still has its impeccable acoustics, but as a 90-year-old 
should, the Thomas Lamb-designed ornate Spanish 
Baroque-style theater has been getting quite a bit of 
love and TLC as the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
Foundation is in the midst of several renovation projects.

To help fund those and to fully restore the Keith, the 
Foundation is kicking off a new campaign, “Giving the 
Arts to Tomorrow: A Campaign to Sustain the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center,” to establish an endowment fund 
for the theater, which was opened 90 years ago on May 8, 
1928.

“We decided that for the 90th birthday instead of focusing 
on a single event to celebrate, we would focus on the year. 
So for its 90th year, our goal is to start an endowment 
so we can work on and focus on certain projects that 
will really transform large pieces of the building,” said 
Shaleena Ross, who is the general building manager for 
the Keith-Albee.

Ross said the endowment will help the Foundation build 
a reservoir of matching funds that are usually always 
needed for grants.

“Our goal is to build a legacy that this generation can lead 
to the next and that to celebrate its 90th birthday, the 
Keith-Albee would start its real journey to be completely 
restored by its 100th birthday,” Ross said. “It is about 
renovating the Lounges and the Suites in the building so 
that people who have public access that their experiences 
get improved and restored to what it was in 1928.”

Let’s Get Visible

Ross said it has been exciting for the Foundation to 
begin making headway on tackling more visible projects, 
such as building managers Junior Ross and Gary Cooper 

repainting the floor, the orchestra pit’s wooden floor, as 
well as restoring the wood framing and footlights along 
the front of the stage.

That area was used this past season of the Marshall Artists 
Series for seating, which included front-row pit seats for 
the Marshall students watching national act comedian 
Leslie Jones, a star of “Saturday Night Live” as well as other 
TV and films such as “Ghostbusters.”

This season has also seen new improvements of a green 
room and backstage area makeover, as well as starting 
to renovate and re-paint and decorate the expansive 
basement dressing rooms.

The Keith-Albee Foundation had - in its 10 years of owning 
the Keith-Albee - completed more than $1 million in 
renovations, including new roofs, a sign repair and, most 
recently, installing a new HVAC system. However, the 
current projects (such as the seat campaign) are much 
more noticeable and tailor-made for the community to 
jump on board and help sponsor, Ross said.
“You can’t see the roofs, you can’t see the HVAC system, 
but you can see the seats being restored and the furniture 
that had been in storage for decades coming back out 
into the theater,” Ross said.

This past week, the Keith-Albee received its second row of 
32 seats that have been restored by Diamond’s Furniture 
Restoration in Russell, Kentucky. That is part of the Keith-
Albee Foundation’s $2.6 million “Take A Seat Under the 
Stars” program.

Row by row, the 2,200 seats are being completely restored, 
including fabric matching the original seats from when 

Sholten Singer/The Herald-Dispatch The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
has undergone extensive renovations in the past 10 years, including new roofs, 
waterproofing and a new HVAC system. Now, the Keith-Albee Foundation is set 
to launch a campaign to replace the theater’s 88-year-old seats.
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the Thomas Lamb theater was first opened in 1928. 
Adding to the Luxury With Restored Benches And Wi-Fi 
As part of that campaign, Ross said they have been also 
restoring about 30 pieces of furniture, such as benches 
and chairs that had been in storage.

“We have had more than 30 pieces done. Most of those 
pieces had been, and I when I say in shambles, I mean 
they were ripped up with hardly any fabric on them, and 
stacked in the basement,” Ross said. “Since we had parts 
of the year where we had shows that were too close to 
take out seats, to supplement that we said why not get 
the old furniture out because this is also part of the Keith-
Albee, so we are slowly getting those pieces to our restorer 
and so we have already brought back four benches that 
probably hadn’t been in the theater for three decades or 
more.”

Several of chairs and benches are in the lobby. Ross said 
she thinks it really makes a statement and sets a mood 
when folks walk in and perhaps sit for spell on the regal 
looking furniture.

“I think it adds or returns to the building that idea of 
luxury. Having chairs that are original to the building as a 
statement piece that says, ‘Welcome to the Keith-Albee. 
We value you, not just for the seat you occupy inside, but 
for your presence in the building.’ “

Rolling Out the Red Carpet

Beyond the seats, Ross said this summer will also see 
the entire Keith-Albee’s carpet replaced. “The big thing 
is our carpet is done and ready to be delivered - almost 
14,000 pounds of carpet,” Ross said. “Everything that has 
carpet in the theater will be re-done, including the lobby, 
the mezzanine, all of the bathrooms, the stairs, the main 

auditorium as well as the balcony. We also purchased 
extra carpet so that if we have any issues we need to fix 
we have additional carpet we can use in other areas.”

The Keith is also getting Wi-Fi.

“We just signed on today (Wednesday) to have Comcast 
to come and do Wi-Fi in the back of the building, for a 
building like the Keith-Albee any project involves a lot of 
planning and a lot of coordination because there are a 
lot of complexities to the projects,” Ross said. “Everything 
is a challenge, even if like the organ is original, it is still a 
challenge to put it back as it was but in a modern era.”

The Keith-Albee Organ Back In the Pit

One of the most exciting - and now visible - projects has 
been the return of the 1927-built Keith-Albee Mighty 
Wurlitzer (Opus 1780), which had been gone from the 
building since 1957. Thanks to the continued efforts of Bob 
Edmunds and the Huntington Theatre Organ Project Inc., 
the 1,000-pound, three-manual console with its gorgeous 
tiger striped walnut console top was lowered back into its 
home in the orchestra pit a week ago. It had been gone 
for more than half a century.

For Edmunds, bringing the Keith-Albee’s organ back 
home and restoring it has been an arduous labor of love. 
Organ Project members brought the organ back home 
in 2010 after buying it for $30,000 from a fellow organ 
enthusiast in Greensboro, North Carolina.

(Keith-Albee Turns 90 Years Old continued)
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Barenaked Ladies Kick off 
Marshall Artists Series
The Herald-Dispatch | October 13, 2018

The Marshall Artists Series kicked off its 82nd season 
Thursday evening at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center with rock band Barenaked Ladies.

The Barenaked Ladies, who were recently inducted into 
the Canadian Music Hall of Fame, are best known for their 
1998 single “One Week” and 2000 single “Pinch Me.” The 
band also performed the opening theme for the TV show 
“The Big Bang Theory.”

The fall installment of the Marshall Artists Series continues 
at 7:30 p.m. Oct. 26 at the Keith-Albee with a Q&A session 
with Pulitzer Prize-winner Doris Kearns Goodwin as she 
discusses her book “Leadership in Turbulent Times.” The 
Fall International Film Festival will take place Nov. 1-4 at 
the Keith-Albee, and Brian Wilson and the Beach Boys will 
take the stage at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 6.

Tony Award-winning Broadway musical “Jersey Boys” will 

take the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse stage at 7:30 p.m. 
Nov. 27, while jazz vocalist Gregory Porter will pay tribute 
to Nat “King” Cole at the Keith-Albee at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 4.

Tickets for Marshall Artists Series events can be purchased 
at www.marshall.edu/muartistseries.

Marshall Artists Series Reels in Doris 
Kearns Goodwin for Lecture
The Herald-Dispatch | October 26, 2018

Pulitzer Prize-winning author, Doris Kearns Goodwin, 
will be discussing her newest book at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 26. 
There will be a Q&A session immediately following her 
presentation.

Doris Kearns Goodwin’s newest book, “Leadership in 
Turbulent Times”, was just released on Sept. 18, 2018. 
“Leadership in Turbulent Times” tells the journey of four 
of our nation’s presidents: Abraham Lincoln, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Lyndon B. Johnson.

As a world-renowned presidential historian, Ms. Goodwin’s 
newest book is a culmination of five decades of work.

Ms. Goodwin graduated magna cum laude and Phi Beta 
Kappa from Colby College, and was a Woodrow Wilson 
Fellow. She earned a Ph.D. in Government from Harvard 
University, where she taught Government, and, at the age 
of just 24, became a White House Fellow, working directly 
with President Lyndon Johnson. Ms. Goodwin served as an 
assistant to President Johnson and later in life helped him 
with the preparation of his memoirs.

Her work with President 
Johnson led her to write 
her first book “Lyndon 
Johnson and the American 
Dream”, which became a 
New York Times Best Seller 
in 1977.

Goodwin’s book “No 
Ordinary Time: Franklin 
and Eleanor Roosevelt: The 
Home Front in World War 
II” won the Pulitzer Prize 
for History in 1995. “No 
Ordinary Time” was also awarded the Harold Washington 
Literary Award, the New England Bookseller Association 
Award, the Ambassador Book Award and The Washington 
Monthly Book Award.

Steven Spielberg’s Academy Award-winning film “Lincoln” 
was based on Goodwin’s bestseller “Team of Rivals.” The 
film “Lincoln” grossed $275 million at the box office and 
earned 12 Academy Award® nominations. “Team of Rivals” 
was the winner of the Lincoln Prize and the inaugural 
Book Prize for American History.
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Spielberg also owns the 
movie rights to Goodwin’s 
book “The Bully Pulpit: 
Theodore Roosevelt, William 
Howard Taft, and the Golden 
Age of Journalism.”

Ms. Goodwin is well known 
for her appearances on 
all major television and 
cable networks and shows, 
including “Meet the Press” 
and “The Late Show with 
Stephen Colbert.” She also 
had a role in the FX horror 
anthology “American 
Horror Story” and on “The 
Simpsons” in the role of Lisa 
Simpson’s teacher.

Ms. Goodwin will be taking 
questions from the audience 
after her lecture.

Tickets for Doris Kearns 
Goodwin are $81, $60 
and $49. Contact the 
Marshall Artists Series Box 
Office at 304-696-6656 
or order tickets online at 
Ticketmaster.com. You may 
also visit our box office 
located in the Joan C. 
Edwards Playhouse on the 
Marshall University campus. 
Box office hours are noon 
to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

Doris Kearns Goodwin 
is sponsored by WV 
Higher Education Policy 
Commission, AEP - 
Appalachian Power, The 
Chirico Family, Anonymous, 
KEE 100, WVHU, WSAZ, The 
Herald-Dispatch, Marshall 
University, and the Marshall 
Artists Series.

Brian Wilson will bring 
‘Pet Sounds’ to Keith-Albee 
on Tuesday
The Herald-Dispatch | 
November 5, 2018

We may be heading into the heart of fall, 
but it will feel like an endless summer over 
at 4th Avenue on Tuesday night as the 
warm, breezy, timeless pop sounds of the 
Beach Boys come crashing in like waves of 
good vibrations.

The 82nd annual Marshall Artists Series 
continues at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 6, 
as Beach Boys co-founder, Brian Wilson 
and his band — featuring long-time 
Beach Boys members, Al Jardine and 
Blondie Chaplin — celebrate the legacy 
of The Beach Boys’ iconic record, “Pet 
Sounds” that featured four hit singles including “Sloop John B,” “God Only Knows,” 
“Caroline No,” and “Wouldn’t It Be Nice.”And, of course, the “Pet Sounds” famous 
out-take, “Good Vibrations” that would get polished over a dozen sessions into 
The Beach Boys first No. 1 hit.

Tickets for “Brian Wilson Presents Pet Sounds: The Final Performances” are $60, 
$82, $98 and $120. Contact the Marshall Artists Series Box Office at 304-696-
6656 or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. You may also visit the Joan C. 
Edwards Playhouse Box Office between noon to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.

The concert is one of the last legs of Wilson’s “Pet Sounds” tour that began two 
years ago celebrating the ground-breaking album that Rolling Stone ranked as 
the No. 2 album of all times in 2003, in its list of the “500 Greatest Albums of All 
Time.” In 2004, Pet Sounds was preserved in the National Recording Registry 
by the Library of Congress for being “culturally, historically, or aesthetically 
significant.”

Interestingly, Wilson, who was a 2008 Kennedy Center honoree, plays the famed 
Kennedy Center on Monday, a night before the Huntington show. Monday night 
is a make-up date for a May date that had to be canceled because of emergency 
back surgery.

During this concert tour, Wilson, a Songwriters Hall of Fame inductee, and two-
time Grammy Award-winner, and his band perform “Pet Sounds” in its entirety 
as well as classics from throughout his remarkable 54-year-long career with the 
Beach Boys as well as a solo artist.

Billed as the most progressive pop album ever, Wilson, who was 23 at the time, 
took a year off from touring with The Beach Boys, to record what he hoped would 
be the greatest rock album of all times.

Widely considered to be among the most influential albums in the history of 
music, “Pet Sounds” was produced, arranged, and almost entirely composed by 
Wilson with lyrics by Tony Asher. Most of the recording sessions were conducted 
between January and April 1966, a year after Wilson had quit the road with the 
Beach Boys to focus on writing and recording what would be the 11th album for 
The Beach Boys.
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Wilson did just that and did it his way. Accompanied by 
his two dogs, Banana and Louie, and with nothing but 
time on his hands, he directed arguably the greatest L.A. 
studio musicians of all time, a.k.a. “The Wrecking Crew,” 
(including Glen Campbell and nearly 50 more musicians) 
and a 15-person string section to accompany the six Beach 
Boys in an experimental pop record well ahead of its time.
Wilson’s orchestrations mixed conventional rock set-ups 
with elaborate layers of vocal harmonies, found sounds, 
and instruments never before associated with rock, such 
as bicycle bells, French horns, flutes, Electro-Theremin, 
string sections, and Coca-Cola cans.

“It was an adventure,” Wilson said by phone of those 
sessions. “You just have to learn to combine instruments, 
and yeah, I learned how to do that. I learned how to blend 
guitars and piano. I just got inspired by my friends in the 
Wrecking Crew.”

“Pet Sounds,” released May 16, 1966, only went to No. 10 in 
the Billboard 200 album charts (not as high as the Beach 
Boys previous records), it was immediately embraced in 
England where it peaked at No. 2, and according to The 
Beatles producer, George Martin, it was a direct influence 
for The Beatles to make their own experimental record, 
“Sgt. Pepper’s.”

In fact, Paul McCartney is quoted as saying, “I figure no 
one is educated musically ‘til they’ve heard ‘Pet Sounds.’ 
I love the orchestra, the arrangements- it may be going 
overboard to say it’s the classic of the century- but to me, 
it certainly is a total, classic record that is unbeatable in 
many ways. I’ve often played Pet Sounds and cried.”

Although the album could not be at first replicated live 
and was the first time a group departed from the usual 
small-ensemble electric rock band format for a whole LP, 
the influence of the album became particularly over time, 
undeniable. “Pet Sounds” is regarded by musicologists as 
an early concept album that advanced the field of music 
production, introducing non-standard harmonies and 
timbres and incorporating elements of pop, jazz, exotica, 
classical, and the avant-garde.

It has also been an album Wilson, who is now 76, has 
revisited through the years during his recording career 
that includes 11 solo albums in addition to his body of work 
with The Beach Boys.

In 1997, Wilson oversaw a “making-of” version of “Pet 
Sounds” and released as “The Pet Sounds Sessions,” 
containing the album’s first true stereo mix.

In the summer of 2000, Wilson began a series of “dreams 
come true” events when he kicked off his acclaimed “Pet 
Sounds” symphonic tour, taking that studio creation 
to concert halls around the world (from the Hollywood 
Bowl to London’s Royal Festival Hall to the Sydney Opera 
House), giving audiences the opportunity to experience 
Wilson’s production masterpiece as a living, breathing 
work of art.

In 2001, during his induction to the “Songwriters Hall of 
Fame”), he played the album start to finish at Radio City 
Music Hall as Sir Elton John, Billy Joel, Paul Simon, Carly 
Simon, David Crosby, Vince Gill, Jimmy Webb and Sir 
George Martin were some of the greats who assembled to 
honor Wilson.

In 2016, to celebrate “Pet Sounds,” 50th anniversary, Wilson 
began a tour of “Pet Sounds: The Final Performances,” 
with long-time Beach Boys Al Jardine and Blondie 
Chaplin, and seven more ace musicians and vocalists.

Now, two years into the tour, Wilson is wrapping up that 
tour as he’s only got a few of those dates left. He also has a 
Greatest Hits tour, and a new Christmas tour that runs for 
a month from late November through Dec. 23 performing 
“The Beach Boys’ Christmas Album” in its entirety along 
with cuts from his solo Christmas album, “What I Really 
Want for Christmas.”

Wilson, whose “Pet Sounds,” re-wrote the rules of what a 
pop and rock album or single could be, said it feels great 
to take that magical studio album back out for a spin with 
such incredible musicians like Jardine, who literally has 
been making music with him since their high school days.

“We are all proud of our music and we are all great 
musicians so we are able to really play it well,” Wilson said 
of the complex record.
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Singer Gregory Porter Brings Holiday 
Music to Huntington
The Herald-Dispatch | December 1, 2018

Jazz, one of the great musical genres to be created in the 
U.S., has seen its ups and downs as far as popularity goes 
in this digital age. Over the last three years, there have 
been many articles written about the demise of jazz music 
with headlines that read, “Jazz Has Become The Least 
Popular Genre In The U.S.” and “When Jazz Stopped Being 
Cool.” In the overall scheme of the music business, jazz 
music has a market share of under three percent.

Yet, there is hope to be found in some current artists who 
are making their mark. Jazz music is slowly being revived 
in the form of singer and songwriter Gregory Porter 
and musicians like Kamasi Washington, whom Rolling 
Stone Magazine dubbed ‘The New Jazz Torchbearer.” 
Washington’s tune “Truth” and its accompanying video 
found on Youtube is a stunning example of sonic brilliance 
that is moving jazz forward.

As for Porter, his wonderful, emotive singing is just what 
jazz has needed for a long time. His love for jazz music is 
infectious, and his belief in the genre is true. As a result, he 
has created a fan base stretching around the world.

On Tuesday, Dec. 4, Gregory Porter will be bringing his jazz 
group and orchestra to the Keith-Albee Theater for the 
Performing Arts. A part of the wonderful Marshall Artists 
Series, Porter’s concert will begin at 7:30 p.m. and tickets 
range from $30 to $65. More information can be found at 
www.marshall.edu/muartistseries and www.keithalbee.
com.

Gregory Porter’s latest studio album is called Nat King 
Cole and Me. He has won two Grammy Awards for Best 
Jazz Vocal Album of the Year and has garnered five other 
Grammy Award nominations. Porter’s video “Liquid Spirit 
- Claptone Remix” has achieved an amazing 24 million 
views on Youtube. On Friday, Dec. 21, Porter releases his 
new video project One Night Only - Live at Royal Albert 
Music Hall on CD, digital and on DVD.

Porter grew up in California with a mother who was a 
minister who instilled in him a love of gospel, soul and 
jazz music. As a young man, Porter played college football 
at San Diego State University until an injury ended his 
career. He then relocated to New York City where he was 
a cook. Yet, music never left him and he cultivated his 
singing voice in the clubs in Brooklyn where he gained the 
attention of pianist and saxophonist Kamau Kenyatta and 
jazz legend Hubert Laws.

As The Herald-Dispatch interviews Porter, he is on the 200 
mile-per-hour EuroStar train going from London to Paris. 
While traveling at high speeds through the English and 

French countryside, and under the English Channel, the 
phone signal is intermittent. Yet with a combination of 
Porter’s giving personality and patient perseverance, we 
get to talk about why his version of jazz music resonates in 
this chaotic world.

“I think I have a contribution to the music that is based on 
emotion and telling the modern story,” said Porter. “I am 
thankful for the road that has been paved already in jazz 
music. I am clinging to that and clinging to something 
new as well, tying to bring those two things together. 
You can’t abandon or dismiss the roots of jazz and blues 
music, so that is what I think about.”

While there was a lot of gospel music played in the 
household when Porter was young, his mother also played 
other music that was positive and soulful.

“I didn’t know I was listening to jazz when I was listening 
to some jazz pieces I heard on a radio station when I was 
a little boy in Los Angeles,” said Porter. “They used to 
play music by Horace Silver as well as by Stevie Wonder 
and Nat King Cole. It was a while before I realized I was 
listening to jazz, like Dave Brubeck’s album Take Five, 
which was a record that my mother had in her collection. 
We also listened to Sarah Vaughan. I picked up on it 
organically. I was struck by the emotion in jazz by artists 
such as Louie Armstrong, Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan 
and Nat King Cole. A lot of their music was similar to 
church music. I didn’t make a distinction between all of it.”

On Tuesday evening at the Keith Albee Theatre, Porter 
will be bringing to life the music of Nat King Cole as well 
as Christmastime fare. When doing his album of songs 
by Cole, Porter gained more insight into the legendary 
singer’s personality and life experiences.

“It has been a long journey so far as I learn about Nat’s 
life and his struggles and triumphs,” said Porter. “I have 
learned quite a bit about him, about his level of excellence 
and his level of productivity and how terrific he was as a 
performer. That he did it at all while going through the 
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‘Evita’ is coming to 
Huntington
The Herald-Dispatch | 
January 12, 2019

The ground-breaking Broadway 
musical, “Evita” will take the 
stage at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center at 7:30 
p.m. Monday, Jan. 28. “Evita” 
won seven Tony Awards and 
was the first British musical 
to receive the Tony Award for 
Best Musical. Evita also won 
the Olivier award for Best New 
Musical, and six Drama Desk 
awards.

Evita’s musical score was 
created by the world famous 
British composer, Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, with lyrics and book by 
Tim Rice. Andrew Lloyd Webber 
also composed musical classics 
such as “The Phantom of the 
Opera,” “Cats,” and “Jesus Christ 
Superstar.”

Set in Argentina between 1934-1952, this award-winning musical follows Eva Duarte on 
her journey from poor illegitimate child to ambitious actress to, as wife of military leader-
turned-president Juan Peron, the most powerful woman in Latin America.

“She’s such a powerful female,” explained Actress Yael Reich, who takes on the iconic role of 
Eva Peron. “Performing Eva is a challenge for any woman in the theater. She rose up from 
her situation and blazed a trail. That is so timely-such an iconic character.”

Notable songs from Evita include “Oh What a Circus,” “Buenos Aires” and, of course, “Don’t 
Cry for Me Argentina.” These songs combine Latin music, pop, jazz, and musical theatre 
styles captivating audiences for more than 40 years.

Evita’s Broadway success included over 1,500 performances and inspired several 
professional tours and worldwide productions as well as a feature film starring Madonna 
and Antonio Banderas in 1996.

Tickets for Evita are $98, $81, $71 and $64 by calling the Marshall Artists Series Box Office at 
304-696-6656 or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. You may also visit the box office 
from noon to 4 p. m. Monday through Friday in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse on the 
Marshall University campus.

“Evita” is sponsored by Farrell White and Legg, Dr. David and Mrs. Sharon Denning, Dr. Mark 
Studeney and Dr. Melissa Lester, Kendall York Dentistry, The Herald-Dispatch, Marshall 
University, and the Marshall Artists Series.

stress and strain of the 
time in the 1950s and 
1960s shows he was 
an extraordinary artist. 
He was the first Black 
musician to have his 
own television show 
and he did a lot of firsts. 
Aside from that, he was 
just an excellent singer.”

The main thing Porter 
has learned from his 
ever-growing career 
and global travels is how 
music translates into a 
universal language. And 
with Porter, that truth 
thankfully comes in the 
form of jazz.

“I am still fascinated 
that all over the world, 
the same story and 
the same melody and 
the same thing that 
moves a person in 
North Dakota, Chicago, 
California or Detroit 
moves people in 
Istanbul and Japan,” 
said Porter. “We are 
more the same than we 
are different, and I like 
that. Wherever I go, it is 
an amazing thing and 
the love that I feel; I try 
to reflect that back into 
the music.”
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Marshall Artists Series Giving 
Free Tickets to Veterans, Federal 
Employees
The Herald-Dispatch | February 12, 2019

In the spirit of Valentine’s Day, and in gratitude to the 
public service of many, the Marshall Artists Series is 
offering complimentary tickets for veterans and federal 
employees to see Breakfast at Tiffany’s in Concert at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 16 at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center.

Accompanied by a full symphony orchestra led by Maestro 
Kimo Furumoto of the Huntington Symphony Orchestra, 
this screening of a historic romantic comedy is the perfect 
way to celebrate the season of love.

Audrey Hepburn dazzles in her legendary role as the 
deliciously eccentric Holly Golightly, a New York City 
socialite determined to marry a millionaire. Relive Henry 
Mancini’s legendary score, including the beautiful Oscar 
and Grammy-winning song “Moon River,” performed live 
to Audrey Hepburn’s original vocals.

Veterans and federal employees must visit the 
Marshall Artists Series box office located in the Joan C. 
Edwards Playhouse and present a valid form of federal 
identification to receive (up to four) complimentary 
tickets. Box office hours are noon to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

General public tickets for “Breakfast at Tiffany’s in Concert” 
are $87.45, $76.49, and $60.03. Get tickets by contacting  
the Marshall Artists Series Box Office at 304-696-6656 or 
order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. You may also 
visit the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse box office on the 
Marshall University campus.

 

Breakfast at Tiffany’s In Concert is sponsored by NRP, 
Huntington Federal Savings Bank, the Cabell-Huntington 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, Marsha Slater State Farm 
Insurance, I Heart Radio, The Herald-Dispatch, WSAZ, 
Marshall University and the Marshall Artists Series.
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Keith-Albee Presents the Tony Award-
Winning Musical ‘Cinderella’
The Herald-Dispatch | March 5, 2019

WHAT: The Marshall Artists Series presents the national 
tour of Rodger’s and Hammerstein’s Tony Award-winning 
Broadway musical, “Cinderella”

WHERE: Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center, 925 4th Ave., 
Huntington

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 5

GET TIX: Tickets are $64, $71, $81 and $98 at the Marshall 
Artists Series Box Office at 304-696-6656 or order tickets 
online at Ticketmaster.com.

ON DECK AT ARTISTS SERIES: At 7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 
9, SNL alums Steve Martin and Martin Short reunite at 
the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. Having recently 
released a Netflix special, “An Evening You Will Forget 
for the Rest of Your Life,” the two veteran comedians are 

now out on tour performing across the country as they 
recall their careers, influences, and most memorable 
encounters. Presented through a combination of stand-
up, musical numbers, and conversations about their lives 
in show business. Tickets are $197, $120 and $97.
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Marshall Artists Series Presents Steve 
Martin, Martin Short at the Keith-
Albee on Saturday
The Herald-Dispatch | March 8, 2019

LOS ANGELES - Steve Martin and Martin Short are back 
on the road again for their new tour “Now You See Them, 
Soon You Won’t.”

The two comedy legends spoke to The Associated Press 
about the tour, which kicked off its 2019 leg on Jan. 12 
in Atlanta, their friendship and when they knew that 
roasting each other was OK.

The Marshall Artists Series brings the two veteran 
comedians by the historic Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 9. The show is sold out.

Although Steve Martin has not played the market in a few 
years, Martin Short played the Clay Center in 2015 and the 
Marshall Artists Series in February 2008 when he brought 
his one-man show in complete with a seven-piece band, 
some special guests such as Jiminy Glick hidden away in 
the makeup room, and more than a few funny stories and 
songs.

Their remarks have been edited for clarity and brevity.

AP: Is “now you see them, soon you won’t” mostly new 
material?

MARTIN: A lot of it is. It’s very hard for us to judge what 
is new because a lot of it is new but it’s in the same 
framework. What we tried to do is salvage or keep what 
we suspected the audience wanted to see again, but 
we try to replace lines and do it a little different. But if 
somebody saw the show, they’d say ‘that’s mostly a new 
show!’

AP: What is your process for determining what to cut and 
add?

MARTIN: It’s really tri ... well, I should let Marty talk.

SHORT: Go ahead, Steve, I’m just doing something else.

MARTIN: OK. It’s trial and error. We work with writers, we 
work on our own and we put things in, we take things out, 
and every night after the show we walk off stage and we 
go, ‘What should we do, how should we fix that, should we 
move that line up to the front?’

AP: Do you allow for spontaneous moments?

SHORT: You absolutely allow. What a set show gives you 
is the confidence to go out because you know you’re 
prepared, and you have lots of great material, but then you 
go out there and you’re so loose that other things happen 
and sometimes they’re the most delightful.

MARTIN: You are fantastic. I’m going to let you speak all 
the time now because you just nailed that beautifully.

SHORT: I did. And remember that the difference between 
my voice and yours is that with one voice you have this 
kind of groan.

AP: I do always worry that somehow the voices will blend 
when you go to transcribe.

SHORT: They won’t. One won’t even come out.

MARTIN: Well, let’s put it this way, you’ll be able to tell 
which mine is because I speak grammatically.

SHORT: But, for some odd reason, you’ll find yourself 
dozing off for no reason and you’ll realize the connection.

AP: Do you use one another as a test audience?

MARTIN: Well, I think each other is our first test audience. 
And then I tend to just try out material on my wife and 
on my dog and on the band. And finally on the audience, 
who, of course, has the ultimate say. When I first started 
out people would say, ‘You have a great sense of humor.’ 
And I would say, really, the audience has the great sense of 
humor.
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AP: When did you figure it was OK to roast each other like 
this?

MARTIN: Day one.

SHORT: It’s very natural for people in comedy to do it. I 
think it’s very natural for friends, close friends to do it. And 
we probably started doing it playing Scrabble in the trailer 
while making ‘Three Amigos.’

MARTIN: The first day we met, Marty zinged me. He came 
to my house to pick up the script to ‘Three Amigos’ and he 
saw all of the paintings and he said, ‘How did you get this 
rich? I’ve seen the work.’

Short: And I was looking for the script for ‘Three Amigos’ 
and Steve handed it to me and said, ‘Can you give this to 
Martin Short, please?’

AP: You said the previous tour was not a nostalgia tour. Is 
that still true and why was that important to specify?

Short: Well, because it wasn’t a nostalgia tour. A nostalgia 
tour would be if I came out as Ed Grimley and we did 
the ‘Wheel of Fortune’ sketch and hope that that would 
get some nostalgia applause. If a singer comes out and 
sings all old hits, then that is a nostalgia tour - and there’s 
nothing wrong with that and that’s great and that’s what 
I’d rather see.

MARTIN: I think a nostalgia tour implies that you’ll come 
out and say, ‘You know, ladies and gentlemen, when I first 
started, I did a little movie called “The Jerk.”’ And then you 
stand there and wait for applause.

SHORT: And I’d love that show.

AP: Will there still be singing and banjo playing in this go-
around?

MARTIN: Absolutely. We describe the show as a lot of 
comedy and a little bit of music.

AP: It is incredible that singing and the banjo are ‘side 
talents’ for you two.

Martin: You know, Marty would never do this, but he could 
make a serious album and I would listen to it all the time. 
I find his voice so beautiful. Pitch perfect. Beautiful tone. 
He sings ‘Send in the Clowns’ in the show and it’s just 
gorgeous.

Short: Well, thank you. And I of course have all Steve’s 
albums and I one day plan to listen to them.

AP: Was there a moment when you realized this was more 
than a showbiz friendship?

MARTIN: Yeah, I would say very early on. We persevered. 
When you finish doing a movie, mostly everyone drifts 
away from each other. We just went and had dinners and 
saw each other.

SHORT: I think you make that choice. You have to be 
conscientious and say, you know what? I don’t want to 
lose that person.

MARTIN: We also ended up vacationing together with our 
families. Two weeks on an island, you’ll know if you like 
that person or not, you know? I’m talking about our wives.

AP: Is there anything else you want people to know about 
the show?

MARTIN: Our goal, and sometimes we achieve it, I think, 
maybe I’m a little arrogant, but we want it to be one of 
the best shows the audience ever saw. We want to give 
the audience their money’s worth and really make them 
laugh and make them really have a good time and leave 
that theater feeling better than they did when they came 
in.

SHORT: Totally agree. And you don’t always achieve it, but 
it’s awfully fun to have a goal.

MARTIN: How could I possibly achieve it with you next to 
me?

(Marshall Artists Series Presents Steve Martin, Martin Short at the Keith-Albee on Saturday)

2019
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Broadway Musical ‘Rock of Ages’ 
Comes to Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | April 6, 2019

The music and big hair of the 1980s is being celebrated 
these days by a generation now in their 30s, 40s and 50s. 
It was a time of oncoming technology and a post-classic 
rock, post-disco musical world that consisted of New Wave 
and big beat power rock.

The latter 1980s glam metal sounds are now celebrated in 
the acclaimed Broadway musical “Rock of Ages.” The show 
debuted in New York City in 2009, garnering five Tony 
Award nominations and running for an amazing 2,300 
performances.

Now, a decade later, “Rock of Ages - The Tenth Anniversary 
Tour” is coming to Huntington next Tuesday evening as 
the final event for the Marshall Artist Series 2018-19 season.

“Rock of Ages - The Tenth Anniversary Tour” will take place 
at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 9, at the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center. Tickets range from $54 to $80. More 
information can be found at marshall.edu/muartistseries 
or by calling 304-696-3326.

The official synopsis of the “Rock of Ages” musical is the 
following; “In 1987 on the Sunset Strip, a small town girl 
met a big city rocker and in LA’s most famous rock club, 
they fell in love to the greatest songs of the 80s.” It is 
known as a jukebox musical, and it brings the above story 
to life with the music of popular 1980s arena rock and hair 
bands such as Poison, Whitesnake, Styx, Twisted Sister, 
Bon Jovi, Pat Benatar, Journey, Starship, Foreigner, Quiet 
Riot, REO Speedwagon and more.”

Not only was the show a hit on Broadway, the 2011 movie 
version of Rock of Ages featured stars such as Tom Cruise, 
Russell Brand, Mary J. Blige, Catherine Zeta-Jones and 
Paul Giamatti.

As for the “Rock of Ages The Tenth Anniversary Tour,” a 
brand new group of talented actors, dancers and singers 
has been cast, bringing a fresh take on this classic 
production. As always, a live band propels the well-known 
1980s rock music onstage. It is also a fun night for the 
audience as that there are times in the show when the 
actors and singers break through the ‘4th wall’ of the 
stage and acknowledge the crowd and interact with them 
and bring them into the musical fun.

Kristina Walz plays the part of Regina in “Rock of Ages The 
Tenth Anniversary Tour.” She is a 2017 graduate Magna 
Cum Laude of Montclair State College, located in her 
native New Jersey. There, she achieved a Bachelors in Fine 
Arts degree in Musical Theatre.

Since graduation, Walz has been performing nearly 
non-stop. She did impressive stints in summer theatre at 
the Forestburgh Playhouse in upstate New York and the 
Millbrook Playhouse in central Pennsylvania. Then, she 
lived in Germany for three months while performing on a 
German cruise ship that sailed the Indian Ocean.

Walz big break came, however, came when she won the 
part of Regina in this nationally-touring production of 
“Rock of Ages The Tenth Anniversary Tour,” which began 
last September. She is known in the business as a triple 
threat, as in she can act, dance and sing.

“I auditioned for Rock Of Ages in New York City and it 
was a huge cattle call with hundreds of actors,” said 
Kristina Walz. “I didn’t hear anything back until about two 
months later. I kind of just forgot about it, thinking that, ‘It 
didn’t work out, so I have to move on.’ So, I kept going to 
auditions almost every day during audition season, which 
is from January to April. But, the creative team called me 
back and two days later the show’s producer called me 
and said, ‘Hey Kristina, we want you to be one of the lead 
characters.’ I said, ‘Really? You don’t want me to be in the 
ensemble or like Tree Number 1?’ It was a great day. It was 
fantastic.”

As a city girl, Walz has been able to see much of the 
rest of the continent while on this tour, from Canada to 
Wisconsin to Florida and all parts in-between.

“I had a great audition, but sometimes you can have 
a really good audition and not hear anything back, for 
whatever reason, so I just chucked it to the wind,” said 
Walz. “But when they called me back, it was like, ‘This is 
for real. This is serious. Let’s do it.’ As the character Regina, 
I get to sing a solo in the song ‘We Built This City On Rock 
and Roll,’ then I sing, ‘We’re Not Gonna Take It,’ and the 
last song that I sing on, with others, is ‘Hit Me With Your 
Best Shot.’ I am definitely familiar with this music as I am 
an old soul and my parents are from that era. Plus, being 
from New Jersey, Bon Jovi is one of my favorite artists and 
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I went to a concert on his Have A Nice Day Tour with my 
parents when I was younger.”

Walz and the rest of the “Rock of Ages The Tenth 
Anniversary Tour” crew is coming to Huntington while 
having some the best times of their lives.

“I couldn’t ask for anything better than to be a part of 
putting this show onstage every day, because the crowd 
loves it, and how could they not?” said Walz. “For me, the 
most exciting part onstage is either the opening or the 
finale’. The opening song is ‘Come On, Feel The Noise,’ 
and that is obviously a powerhouse song that gets them 
going. But, when the finale’ starts and I hear the opening 
piano notes from the song ‘Don’t Stop Believin’,’ that is 
the most exciting part. I don’t get nervous anymore with 
this group. Anything can happen with this show and I 
am totally comfortable. We’ve had people call in sick and 
we’ve had to re-block the show, yet we all know the show 
so well right now and we all know each other so well right 
now, that we can handle anything that happens.”

2019
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‘Beautiful’ Brings Carole King’s Story 
to the Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | October 6, 2019

Racing around the roller rink to songs like “The Loco-
Motion” as a child, Kennedy Caughell didn’t realize Carole 
King was behind so many of the songs that peppered the 
soundtrack of her life.

“I didn’t know much about Carole King,” said Caughell, 
who plays King in the traveling production of “Beautiful: 
The Carole King Musical.” “I was surprised because I didn’t 
know she wrote so many things. Fans will be surprised by 
how much she wrote, I think.”

Caughell and company will bring King’s story to life on 
the stage of the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in 
Huntington on Wednesday, Oct. 9, kicking off the Baxter 
Series of the Marshall Artists Series.

“Beautiful” tells the true story of King’s rise to stardom, 
from being a part of a hit songwriting team with her 
husband, Gerry Goffin, to her relationship with fellow 
writers and best friends Cynthis Weil and Barry Mann, to 
becoming one of the most successful solo acts in popular 
music history.

The show features beloved songs such as “I Feel the 
Earth Move,” “One Fine Day,” “(You Make Me Feel Like) A 
Natural Woman,” “You’ve Got a Friend” and the title song, 
“Beautiful.”

“As soon as I booked the show, I listened to ‘Tapestry,’ and 
now I’m a huge fan,” Caughell said.

Caughell and the 19-person cast worked hard to prepare 
for the tour, putting the show together in just a week and 
a half. With the exception of Caughell and James Michael 
Lambert, who plays Barry Mann, the cast had not been in 
the show before and Caughell said they all were excited to 
bring it to life.

“The best part is the main five group. They are friends in 
the show, but the friendship is real,” she said. “It’s why it’s 
so warm and loving, because we really love each other. 
That doesn’t always happen. The entire ensemble worked 
so hard. You will not be disappointed. The talent in this 
cast is intense. I’m honored to be here.”

Caughell 
herself 
read King’s 
biography 
— which she 
recommends 
to anyone — 
and listened 
to interviews 
with King 
to learn her 
mannerisms 
and speech 
patterns.

“No one can 
be Carole,” 
Caughell 
said. “I had to 
find middle 
ground and 
meld Carole 
and Kennedy to be what you see onstage so that it comes 
from a truthful place.”

Caughell said she also has to be mindful of giving tribute 
to a woman who is still giving to the world.

“If you listen to her interviews, she wasn’t even gung-ho 
about her life being a musical,” Caughell said. “She’s on 
board now. I think she gives her OK for all of the Caroles. 
But she keeps a low-profile and she’s humble. She keeps a 
degree of separation because she’s very private.”

Caughell said through the show, she’s learned about 
King’s resiliency and kindness.

“She went through a lot of adversity,” she said. “I don’t 
want to spoil it. She’s an incredible being that had 
incredible influence on our music, and that continues 
today. She continues to walk in the spirit of forgiveness 
and love. A lot happened and she could have been angry. 
The fact she maintained kindness when it was hard is a 
thing I love about her.”

Caughell said it’s a really inspiring and empowering show 
for all generations, and she hopes the audience leaves 
with a love for fellow man and a refreshed excitement for 
Carole King.

2019
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Hillbilly Ball a Fun Fete to Sustain the 
Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | October 8, 2019

Get ready to make memories that last a lifetime Friday 
with Marshall University men’s basketball coach Dan 
D’Antoni at the Hillbilly Ball, a fundraiser for the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center.

A twist on D’Antoni’s signature style of basketball play, the 
Hillbilly Ball is a casual night of food, drinks and friends 
hosted by Coach D himself. The ball is the largest fall 
fundraiser for the Keith-Albee.

“It’s a party,” D’Antoni said. “Life is about making memories 
— good memories, and if it’s about saving the Keith-Albee, 
it will be a memory to last a lifetime.”

The Keith-Albee was built in 1928. Thomas Lamb, one of 
America’s foremost theater architects, designed the Keith-
Albee in the ornate Spanish Baroque style. The Keith-
Albee is one of the last remaining Lamb “atmospheric” 
theaters — that is, it looks like patrons are sitting under a 
sky of twinkling starts.

“It’s hard to save eight, seven, six, five, four theaters 
but when you get down to one or two, then you have a 
national treasure,” D’Antoni said. “Normally, as most life is, 
no one recognizes what’s good until it’s gone. Sometimes 
people intervene and don’t let that happen. Bob Plymale 
and people who have been longtime patrons realize its 
value and connect to the community and university that 
we use something that is very valuable.”

The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Foundation is 
currently in the middle of a restoration campaign, hoping 
to restore all of the seats in the theater. But Plymale, co-
president of the foundation board of directors, said he’s 
referring to the Hillbilly Ball as a sustainability campaign.

“To keep the doors open, we need to raise a significant 
amount of money because we no longer have any 
tenants,” Plymale said.

The Autism Services Center moved out of the upstairs of 
the Keith-Albee to a larger space last year. Plymale said 
the loss has made it hard on the operational budget.

He said they would also like to expand past the 40 shows 
at the venue a year, and have more summer programing 
and children’s programing.

“We appreciate Coach D’Antoni being able to host 
the event and use Hillbilly Ball as the tagline for the 
fundraiser,” Plymale said. “He has been excellent to work 
with, as always. We appreciate his community spirit and 
willingness to help us.”

Along with food and drink, the ball will have an auction 
with items like season basketball tickets and jars of honey 
that was made from bees found inside the walls of the 
Keith-Albee. The jars are signed by artists like Jay Leno 
and Frankie Valli.

The Hillbilly Ball is from 7 to 11 p.m. Friday, Oct. 11 at 
the Keith-Albee. Tickets are $100 and come with a 
complimentary Hillbilly Ball wine glass. Sponsorships are 
also available. Contact Terry Deppner Hardin at 304-617-
4285 or terrydeppner@gmail.com.
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Bench Entertains, Inspires at 
Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | October 25, 2019

Johnny Bench could catch, hit, throw and can tell a joke.

The Cincinnati Reds great had a crowd larger than 
his hometown of Binger, Oklahoma, (population 661) 
laughing throughout Thursday evening at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center during “An Evening with Johnny 
Bench. The Vowels of Success,” part of the Marshall Artists 
Series.

The Hall of Fame catcher regaled the crowd with stories of 
playing with the Big Red Machine, growing up in a small 
town, playing minor league baseball and more. He also 
touched those in attendance when he pledged $5,000 to 
“The Herd Rises” campaign to build Marshall University a 
new baseball stadium.

Bench will not attend Saturday’s ground-breaking 
ceremony for the stadium as previously reported, but said 
he is thrilled the Thundering Herd and legendary former 
coach Jack Cook will see ground broken at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday at 10th Avenue and 24th Street.

Wearing a Kelly green jacket, Bench offered his wisdom, 
such as, “the next- best thing to winning is losing because 
that’s where you learn” and “use people. Use people for 
their knowledge, knowledge that you don’t have.”

Bench explained that using people is not meant in a 
derogatory manner, but to build success. He explained 
that he was an all-star catcher, but needed a second 
baseman because he couldn’t play second base.

“There’s no I in team, we’ve all heard that,” Bench said. “It’s 
all Is, folks. An orthopedic surgeon is going to have other 
people in there with him and he wants the best people. 
If you have a car dealership, you want the best sales 
people, the best mechanics, the best people you can have 
because then you’re a genius.”

Regarded by many as the greatest catcher of all time, 
Bench drew great laughter when he told of returning 
to his hometown in 1970 for a parade to honor him for 
winning the National League most valuable player award.

“We reached downtown and nobody was there,” Bench 
said. “Everybody was in the parade. Finally, three drunk 
guys came out of a bar and said ‘hey Johnny!’ We did a 
U-turn and waved to each other as we went back through 
town.”

Bench sang several songs during the more-than-hour-
long performance, favoring tunes by comedian Ray 
Stevens, to the delight of the crowd. He also participated 
in a question-and-answer session afterward. One fan 
asked who the best player he played with was.

“The best guy was Tony Perez,” Bench said of the Reds’ 
Hall of Fame first baseman. “As a player, as a person, he 
was our glue. Joe Morgan might have been the best player 
ever. Pete (Rose) was great.”

Bench said he and Pete often traded barbs.

“Pete told me I should hit .300,” Bench said. “I told him you 
just get on base and I’ll drive you in 100 times.”

The crowd laughed, as it did much of the evening, such as 
when Bench described his eighth-grade self.

“I was 5-foot-2,” Bench said. “I had hands as big as I have 
now. I had feet, size 12, as big as I have now. My head was 
as big as it is now. The only people recruiting me were 
Barnum & Bailey.”

Bench also told humorous stories about St. Louis Cardinals 
Bob Gibson and Lou Brock, as well as former Reds 
manager Dave Bristol. He also poked some fun at the 
Pittsburgh pirates, Boston Red Sox and new York Yankees.

Bench played from 1967 through 1983 and hit 389 home 
runs, drove in 1,376 and batted .267. A 114-time all-star, 
Bench won 10 Gold Glove awards.

Bench reminded those in attendance to value themselves.

“You are important,” Bench said. “We can’t hold our 
happiness in the hands of others, so let’s feel good about 
ourselves. There’s not always going to be somebody there 
clapping and saying “great job.’ Set goals, whatever they 
are, and reach them, then feel good about it.”

2019
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Cirque Musica Twirls up Holiday Spirit 
with Show
The Herald-Dispatch | December 10, 2019

The Marshall Artists Series finished out the 2019 portion of 
its schedule with “Cirque Musica Presents Holiday Wishes” 
at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center on Monday 
evening.

Described as “a full sensory, live holiday event for the 
whole family,” the “Cirque Musica Presents Holiday 
Wishes” show brought together the best circus acts found 
around the world, combined with singers, dancers and 
holiday music played by a live orchestra.

The Marshall Artists Series resumes in 2020 with “The 
Simon & Garfunkel Story” on Feb. 5, which will feature a 
full live band and state-of-the-art video production and 
lighting. The show includes hits such as “Mrs. Robinson,” 
“Cecilia,” “Bridge Over Troubled Water,” “Homeward 
Bound” and more.

For information or tickets, call 304-696-6656 or order 
online at Ticketmaster.com, or visit the box office located 
in the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center on the 
campus of Marshall University from noon to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

2019
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‘Simon & Garfunkel Story’ comes to 
Huntington
The Herald-Dispatch | January 30, 2020

Actor Taylor Bloom wasn’t around when the folk rock duo 
Simon & Garfunkel was on the charts.

The Virginia native turned proud New Yorker wasn’t alive 
when songwriter Paul Simon, whom he portrays in the 
touring production of “The Simon & Garfunkel Story,” was 
at the peak of his solo career.

Bloom wasn’t even really a fan to start with.

The actor, who performs with the show Wednesday, Feb. 5, 
at the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center, in Huntington, 
said, “I didn’t even know that much Simon & Garfunkel 
before I joined the show.”

Growing up, Bloom said he listened to a generation of 
songwriters that would have been considered the peers of 
the folk duo, among them James Taylor, Cat Stevens, Dan 
Fogelberg and Billy Joel. Those were the artists his parents 
listened to in the car or in their home in Virginia.

“You could say that I was kind of primed to love Simon & 
Garfunkel’s music,” Bloom said. “After I started learning 
the music for the show, I was hooked.”

The 25-year-old’s journey to being part of a show 
celebrating the music of one of America’s best loved 
and most influential folk duos wasn’t quite as unlikely as 
discovering a love of the music, but it was unexpected.

Bloom hadn’t specifically intended to make his living with 
musical theater.

At the Shenandoah Conservatory, he didn’t study music or 
musical theater, but acting.

“I did end up doing four or five musicals while I was there, 
but I didn’t take any of the musical theater courses,” 
Bloom said.

Students going into musical theater took classes on sight-
singing and learned to play a musical instrument, like the 
piano, though Bloom said he already knew how to play 
music. He was one of five brothers, and all of them played 
something.

His two eldest brothers played guitar. One of them taught 
Bloom how to play when he was in middle school. Another 
brother played the drums.

All three of his older brothers were in a rock band through 
their high school years, and Bloom’s twin was a classical 
violinist for about 10 years.

None of them really looked to music as a career — at least, 
Bloom didn’t; playing the guitar and even writing songs 
was just for fun.

“It was just a very rewarding hobby for me,” he said.

After he graduated, Bloom moved to New York.

“I was crashing on the couch of a friend and saw the 
listing for the show,” he said.

Bloom submitted an application and was surprised when 
they called him in for a meeting.

“I wasn’t expecting to get seen,” he said.

The meeting went well, and Bloom was invited to audition 
later in the summer. Meanwhile, the actor went on 
vacation.

“I was listening to three Simon & Garfunkel songs that 
were required for the audition, just trying to get them into 
my head. When I got back to the city, I was able to arrange 
to borrow a guitar from a friend,” he explained.

Bringing the guitar was a good touch, but he wasn’t the 
only actor to think of it.

“So, I walked into the room and there were all these guys, 
maybe 25 other small dudes with guitars, and there were 
another bunch of tall, skinny dudes with curly blonde 
hair,” he said.

It was like a scene out of a television show about actors, 
but Bloom said he thought, “Well, OK. Here we go.”

Over the course of the day, the producers auditioned 
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everyone and matched up different pairs of potential 
Simons and Garfunkels until they pared down their 
selections to just two duos.

A couple of weeks later, Bloom got the call.

“I was walking in a park in Brooklyn,” he said. “I was over 
the moon.”

That was a little over three years ago.

The actor said touring for “The Simon & Garfunkel Story” 
has been relentless, but that he and another actor take 
turns going out on the road as Paul Simon to cut down on 
the wear and tear.

When he’s home, Bloom said he’s like a lot of other actors. 
He has a day job he works while fitting in auditions and 
acting classes. He’s also one-half of a folk duo, playing 
music wherever.

“Unfortunately, we don’t have all that much time to work 
together,” he said.

Bloom said touring took some getting used to, but the 
audiences have spoiled them. They’re loud. They’re fun. 
They’re enthusiastic.

“People coming out already know what they’re in for,” he 
said. “They’re already fans of the music and are just out for 
a good time.”

2020

(‘Simon & Garfunkel Story’ comes to Huntington)
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Opera is a rarity in the mountain state. West Virginia only sees one live opera 
every couple of years. Friday night, “Madame Butterfly” comes to the Keith-Albee 
in Huntington for the Marshall Artist Series.
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Finding Peter Pan with ‘Neverland’
The Herald-Dispatch | February 2, 2020

It is the turn-of-the-century England, over a century 
ago, and Scottish author J. M. Barrie is in London trying 
to become a successful playwright. Barrie was seeing 
his work performed onstage and even serialized in 
newspapers in America, yet he was still waiting for his big 
breakthrough.

Then, a character created in a 1902 called Peter Pan 
appeared in a novel written by Barrie called “The Little 
White Bird.” The idea for the Peter Pan character came 
from befriending the family of Sylvia Llewelyn Davies, a 
widow and her five children who lived in London. At the 
time, the Davies kids, George, John, Nicholas, Michael and 
Peter, were big fans of pirate stories and would act them 
out in the way American children acted out cowboy-and-
Indian tales during the same time period.

Barrie’s imagination was sparked by the boys and their 
stories, so he invented the character of Peter Pan as a way 
of convincing the other boys that their brother Peter could 
fly and do amazing things. Barrie then took that idea and 
created what would become his most enduring work — 
“Peter Pan” or “The Boy Who Would Not Grow Up.”

Since then, countless versions of Peter Pan have been 
brought to the stage, the TV screen, the movie house and 
now the many forms of video that is available in this digital 
age.

In 2004, the story of Barrie and the Davies clan was told in 
the hit movie “Finding Neverland.” Starring Johnny Depp 
as Barrie, the film would receive seven Academy Award 
nominations, including for Best Picture, winning the Oscar 
for Best Original Score. The success of the movie spawned 
the popular Broadway musical version of the true tale of 
the same name, which ran for an impressive 17 months on 
Broadway, and by 2016 the national touring company of 
the hit musical was on the road.

On Feb. 20, “Finding Neverland the Musical” will be 
performed at the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center. The 
show begins at 7:30 p.m. and tickets range from $54 to 
$85.

This nationally touring production of Finding Neverland 
is directed by the Tony Award-winning Diane Paulus with 
an original score written by composer Gary Barlow and 
Grammy Award-winner Eliot Kennedy. The play’s book was 
written by playwright James Graham and the impressive 
choreography was conceived by three-time Emmy Award-

winner Mia Michaels.

The lead actors of “Finding Neverland” include Mark Bacon 
as J.M. Barrie, Kirk Lawrence as both Charles Frohman and 
Captain Hook, and Josephine Florence Cooper as Sylvia 
Llewelyn Davies.

Cooper discussed the musical after a performance in 
Texas. A native of Maine, she has been steady in her climb 
as an actor, inspired by her mother who performed in 
musicals with her at a young age. She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in theater with honors at Emerson College and 
then took roles in regional theater and overseas in Italy 
before eventually moving to New York City to pursue 
her career. That led to her being hired to play the all-
important role of Sylvia Llewelyn Davies in “Finding 
Neverland.”

Acting is a hard business, and highly competitive — but 
Cooper credits her success to a positive attitude and her 
times getting out into the greater world to accumulate 
real life experience from which to draw from.

“Having the foundation of supportive parents has been 
really helpful, but on my own, I have traveled a lot alone,” 
Cooper said. “Two summers ago, I traveled throughout 
Southeast Asia by myself. I wanted to accumulate 
interesting life experiences so I could get to know myself 
outside of myself as a performer, if that makes any sense. I 
never felt unsafe, even though people thought I was crazy 
for being a woman traveling alone. Besides, I’ve lived in 
big cities for the last six years, where you’re never actually 
safe. So, I traveled through Indonesia and Cambodia.”

Courtesy photo J. M. Barrie, left, and Captain Hook interact during a scene in 
‘Finding Neverland the Musical.’

2020
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Now, Cooper is relishing playing the character of Sylvia 
Llewelyn Davies.

“I love playing the role of Sylvia, as she is a woman living in 
1903 London who was so radical for her time,” Cooper said. 
“She plays with her children and pretends to be a pirate 
and encourages them to be playful while being playful 
herself. She fights against a society that doesn’t want her 
kids to behave that way. She shakes the hands of men 
without even thinking twice about it.

“In the play, her children have recently lost their father, 
who dies right before the show begins a year earlier, and 
she is invested in helping her kids get through that grief 
process while encouraging them to find joy. One of the 
reasons that I love her character is that she was Bohemian 
in that time (a socially unconventional person involved 
with the arts), and it is all true as historically she was a real 
person.”

Cooper’s role involves performing with five young actors 
on a nightly basis who play the roles of Davies’ children, 

and she is amazed by their talent.

“There are five boys that travel with us as actors, and 
throughout the run of ‘Finding Neverland’ I have had 17 
different young actors playing my sons onstage,” Cooper 
said. “I am blown away by them every single day. It makes 
me choked up to even talk about it.

“We live in a time when we talk a lot about masculinity 
and the pressures being put on young men, which is a 
whole complicated thing in itself. But to see young men 
be vulnerable is amazing as I get to look into their eyes 
every night and sing to them, helping them in their roles 
as kids experiencing the grief of their father passing away. 
These young actors are so smart and kind and talented 
and they remind of me of what it is like to be really present 
and in the moment.”

More information on the show and the entire Marshall 
Artists Series can be found at marshall.edu/muartistseries.

(Finding Peter Pan with ‘Neverland’)



172

         | OVER THE YEARS2020

Three of World’s Top CEOs Offer 
Insight to Success
The Herald-Dispatch | February 20, 2020

Over 1,800 people packed the historic Keith Albee 
Performing Arts Center in downtown Huntington on 
Wednesday afternoon to hear insights and advice from 
three of the world’s top CEOs.

Brad D. Smith, former president and CEO of Intuit who 
is now executive chairman of the company’s board of 
directors, joined guest panelists Shantanu Narayen, 
chairman and CEO of Adobe, and Daniel Schulman, 
president and CEO of PayPal, onstage for the Lewis 
College of Business and Brad D. Smith Schools of Business 
Dean’s Distinguished Speaker Series for the inaugural 
“CEO Panel.”

“I believe this moment in time represents a crossroad,” 
said Smith, who served as the panel moderator. “It’s an 
intersection between our historical accomplishments and 
our future possibilities.”

Smith said as proud as he is of West Virginia’s 
accomplishments, he believes the time has come for 
change.

“It’s time for us to reimagine and transform ourselves, and 
in doing so prepare the next generation for the world they 
are about to inherit,” he said. “The world we are living in 
now is rapidly evolving.”

Smith said while new technologies bring magic to our 
lives in ways we couldn’t imagine just 10 years ago, they 
also bring change and disruption of jobs and of industry.

“They also accelerate the pace of change 10 times faster 
than we were experiencing just a decade ago,” he said. 
“That is an amazing and yet somewhat concerning future.”

Smith said we are facing something called the 75% reality.

“The 75% reality is the digital generation right now … 75% 
of them actually want to own their own businesses,” he 
explained. “They want to start their own company. They 
don’t want to go to work for another company.”

Smith said the second 75% reality is that 75% of all new 
jobs around the world are created by small businesses and 
startups.

“The third 75% reality is that 75% of venture capital 
money went to three places — California, New York and 

Massachusetts,” Smith said. “We are here to change that 
in West Virginia.”

Smith said there are bright spots all around West Virginia.

“Our policymakers on a federal and state level are shaping 
policy that evens the playing field so we can participate,” 
he said.

Smith said there are also exciting things happening with 
companies in the state.

“You have tech companies like Infor coming to Charleston, 
you have Core10 teaching coding skills and you have my 
own company, Intuit, opening up a prosperity hub in 
Bluefield and creating hundreds of jobs,” he said.

“We have our work cut out for us, but I stand before you 
today as an optimist.”

Smith says he sees two trails to the future for West 
Virginia.

“Education and entrepreneurship,” he said. “They are the 
great equalizers that level the playing field and transform 
tough realities into amazing possibilities. This is an 
example today of what Marshall, WVU and other schools 
are doing by bringing world-class leaders into our state, 
learning from their insights and experiences and helping 
us figure out how we can expose our talent to them so 
they know where great talent resides … right here in West 
Virginia.”

Daniel Schulman, president and CEO of PayPal, center, and Shantanu Narayen, 
chairman and CEO of Adobe, right, answer questions from Brad D. Smith, mod-
erator and executive chairman of Intuit, during the Lewis College of Business 
and Brad Schools of Business Dean’s Distinguished Speaker Series inaugural 
CEO Panel on Feb. 19 at the Keith-Albee Performing A in Huntington, W.Va.



Guests attend the Lewis College of Business and Brad D. Smith Schools of 
Business Dean’s Distinguished Speaker Series CEO Panel on Wednesday, Feb. 19, 
2020, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington.
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Keith-Albee Gets an Exterior Touch-up
The Herald-Dispatch | July 15, 2020

HUNTINGTON — The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
got an exterior facelift Tuesday, even though it’s not 
currently welcoming patrons for events.

Building manager Gary Cooper was busy touching 
up paint on the building’s iconic marquee Tuesday in 
downtown Huntington.

The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center opened to the 
public May 8, 1928, as the Keith-Albee Theatre. In addition 
to its striking facade, the theater’s lavish interior was 
designed by Thomas Lamb, one of America’s greatest 
theater architects, who did so in the rare “atmospheric 
style.”

In atmospheric theaters, the auditorium is designed to 
create the illusion of being entertained outdoors in a 
magnificent courtyard — a novelty that still enchants 
audiences even today.

Building manager Gary Cooper touches up paint on the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center’s marquee on Tuesday, July 14, 2020, in downtown Huntington.

Narayen said he believes Silicon Valley became such an 
unbelievable place for business because of education.
“I think investing in talent is vital,” he said. “Everybody asks 
why are we not starting a company here or starting an 
offce here, but the truth is that we go where the talent is, 
so there is nothing more important than education and 
investing in the workforce. The truth is we allow the best 
people to work from wherever they want. Access to capital 
is actually not the big differentiator. The big differentiator 
is access to talent. Get that next generation of talent, and 
that’s where every single company will go.”

Schulman says the talent you need depends on the 
position, but companies are looking for all types of talent.

“Everyone thinks all the tech companies are only looking 
for software engineers, but we look for people who are 
excellent in finance, in operations, in marketing and sales 
and customer operations,” he said. “Location is becoming 
increasingly less important. That is also becoming a great 
equalizer as well, because people can work remotely today 
because of all of the new technologies to do your job.”

Schulman says there are very few people who actually 
know what they are going to be doing 10 years from now, 
so he advises job seekers and entrepreneurs to just take 
the next step and learn from it.

“Whatever that next job is, there are going to be some 
really bad experiences and some great ones,” he said. 
“What you really like doing, you will excel at, and things 
you hate doing, you probably are going to do well. The 
only way to do that is through experience and taking that 
first step.”

(Three of World’s Top CEOs Offer Insight to Success)
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Keith-Albee Receiving New Sound 
System Among Other Improvements
The Herald-Dispatch | August 20, 2020

HUNTINGTON — While the doors of the historic Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center have been closed to the 
public amid the pandemic, the 92-year-old theater is 
undergoing renovations to welcome guests back when 
the time is right.

The downtown Huntington theater’s surround-sound 
system will be upgraded and expanded, carpet is 
undergoing replacement to address safety and ADA-
compliance issues and a new projector has been installed.
Co-president of the theater, West Virginia state Sen. Bob 
Plymale, D-Cabell, said the former sound and projector 
system was in place for over 14 years, and its replacement 
will not only take the place of the existing system but 
also provide an additional two speakers at the base of the 
stage.

“This is a major upgrade to the whole system,” Plymale 
said. “Since we have been running the Keith-Albee, trying 
to restore it, this is one thing we have not done.”

Plymale said the upgrades will play a significant role in 
continuing the annual Marshall Artists Series events and 
providing new opportunities while keeping the theater’s 
original Spanish-style architecture intact.

They were made possible by grant funding through the 
Artists Series as well as local dollars.

“What we’re doing here is trying to modernize it with new 
sound and new things that could be better for students, 
youth and for the future,” he said. “The charm is here — 
we’re just trying to make sure it’s used more.”

The new carpet being installed throughout the Keith-
Albee is a project Plymale said wouldn’t have been 
possible had the theater been operational per usual over 
the past several months.

“The carpet installment — we wouldn’t be able to do that 
because we’d have to shut down for such a long period 
of time,” he said. “We had to replace everything, take the 
seats out, and the balcony has carpet through the whole 
thing.”

Co-president David Tyson said the carpet replacement 
was not only done as part of the building’s restoration, but 
also to address ongoing safety issues.

“Where the carpet was getting so tattered, somebody 
could trip and fall,” Tyson said. “The pattern is very similar, 
and when you walk you can feel the difference. It feels so 
much nicer, but it really was a safety issue, so we’re very 
relieved about that.”

Bob Plymale, co-president of the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center, is pictured 
with a portion of the new cinema surround-sound system for the theater on 
Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2020, in Huntington.

Workers install a new projector at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center on 
Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2020, in downtown Huntington.
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Dutch Miller donates to Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center
The Herald-Dispatch | October 11, 2020

HUNTINGTON — The Dutch Miller Auto Group has 
donated $15,000 to the Keith Albee Performing
Arts Center to assist with its current renovation projects, 
according to West Virginia state Sen. Bob
Plymale, who serves as theater co-president. 

A “Sorry, Not Sorry” comedy show featuring Chris Miller, 
of Dutch Miller Auto Group, and Wes Thompson that had 
been scheduled for April 2020 had to be cancelled for 
health and safety concerns resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Chris and Wes were donating their personal time and 
finances for this fundraiser, which we hope to reschedule 
when we return to more normal times,” said Terry 
Deppner Hardin, who serves as director of development 
for the Keith Albee.

Miller, who made the donation in lieu of the event, “has a 
true donor’s heart,” Deppner Hardin said, and initially did 
not want recognition or publicity for the donation, but 
reconsidered at the thought it would help raise additional 
funds for the Keith Albee.

“This type of philanthropy helps to create a thriving and 
vibrant community for all of us,” Plymale said.

The Keith Albee Performing Arts Center is an organization 
that normally receives the majority of its budget from 
donor contributions and gross receipts from activities 
related to its functions, according to a news release from 
theater officials.

Members of the board said it did not go into the current 
pandemic with extensive reserves and now struggles with 
the economic hardships resulting from no events or ticket 
sales. The Keith-Albee, an economic driver for downtown 
Huntington, must rely on the community it serves to keep 
the center viable and in safe operating condition.

“The Keith Albee serves as a community center, and it 
needs all the help that it can get, no matter how large or 
small,” Deppner Hardin said. “Small donations add up. It is 
not the size of the donation that matters; what matters is 
the outcome that the giving produces. Regardless of the 
amount someone is able to contribute, the heart of the 
donor is what counts.”

Plymale and theater Co-President David Tyson said a 
capital campaign for infrastructure improvements is 
expected to begin soon after reports and estimates are 
received for needed maintenance and repairs.

To donate, go to http://www.keithalbee.com/.

Chris Miller, left, makes a donation to the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center, 
represented by Bob Plymale, on behalf of Dutch Miller Auto Group.



176

         | OVER THE YEARS

176

2021 | OVER THE YEARS

Dutch Miller donates $25K to 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center
The Herald-Dispatch | October 24, 2021

HUNTINGTON — The Dutch Miller Auto Group has 
donated $25,000 to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center to assist with its operating expenses and current 
renovation projects, board president Bob Plymale recently 
announced.

Those on the Keith-Albee board hope others will follow 
suit with donations of their own to continue funding the 
renovations.

Director of Development Terry Deppner Hardin said the 
Keith-Albee is grateful to Dutch Miller President Chris 
Miller for the donation, which follows a donation of $15,000 
made by the auto group in 2020.

“This type of generosity and support is critical to the 
continued existence of the theater as a vibrant part of 
our arts community. Chris understands and appreciates 
the importance of the Keith-Albee to Huntington’s 
economy and its history and recognizes the architectural 
significance of the building itself,” she said.

“The Keith-Albee is one of only eight ‘atmospheric 
theaters’ ever built by famous architect Thomas Lamb, 
and the only one left that is still operating today. It cost 
$2 million to build in 1928. Today, that’s the equivalent of 
over $32 million; but with the increase in prices of many 
of the materials, it would cost much more to rebuild 
today,” Plymale said. “We are grateful to Chris Miller for his 
generosity and help in keeping the center viable and in 
safe operating condition.”

Board member David Tyson said Huntington and its 
surrounding areas have enjoyed performances by famous 
entertainers at the Keith-Albee thanks to donors like the 
Miller family.

“Huntington has had the privilege of quality 
entertainment, especially for a city its size, from the 
theater’s opening vaudeville act to motion pictures and 
the Broadway shows, musicals and other entertainment 
brought to the Keith-Albee stage by the Marshall Artists 
Series. The Millers understand the value of the arts to the 
overall well-being of a community,” he said.

Deppner Hardin, in researching the history of the Keith-
Albee, said the community was proud and excited for the 
opening of the building dubbed Huntington’s temple of 
amusement.

“All the patrons and businesses were eager to support 
it. I would love to see that level of excitement from our 
citizens in supporting our efforts to restore the building,” 
she said. “We need all the help that we can get, no matter 
how large or small. Small donations add up. It is not the 
size of the donation that matters; what matters is the 
outcome that the giving produces.

“Regardless of the amount someone is able to contribute, 
the heart of the donor is what counts.”

To donate, go to http://www.keithalbee.com/.

Robert Plymale, left, Chris Miller, Terry Deppner Hardin and David Tyson are 
shown with a recent donation made to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
in Huntington. 
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HOME – A Musical Celebration 
of Huntington to debut at the 
Keith-Albee
We Are Marshall Newsletter | October 27, 2021

A new musical, conceived by Dr. Adam Dalton, director 
of bands at Marshall, will premiere at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 5. 
Featuring over 50 musicians (including the talented 
Marshall University Wind Symphony), the musical will 
celebrate Huntington’s 150th birthday. With a story written 
by Clint McElroy and directed by Jack Cirillo, the musical 
will explore themes of “home” and the unique spirit of the 
Huntington community.

The Marshall Artists Series is planning to treat all Marshall 
employees to the performance.  Four tickets are free 
to each employee, and they may be picked up at the 
Marshall Artists Series Box Office, located in the Joan C. 
Edwards Playhouse, beginning Monday, Oct. 25, at noon.

“Home is a happy place with those we love, and I have 
been fortunate to call Huntington home for the last 
eight years,” Dalton said.  “The Marshall Wind Symphony 
and I are so excited to present ‘Home: A Celebration of 
Huntington’ as part of the Marshall Artists Series,” said 
Adam Dalton, Director of Bands and Associate professor at 
Marshall University. “This will be a concert unlike any other 
as we use music to celebrate the history of our great city 
and dream about our future.”

“Home, what a perfect celebration of town and gown as 
Marshall University’s Marshall Artists Series observes its 
85th anniversary by showcasing our scholars’ talents to 
honor our city’s heritage,” said Penny Watkins, executive 
director of the Marshall Artists Series. “We are so excited 
for the debut of this new musical celebrating Huntington.”

With collaborations across Marshall University and the 
Huntington community, HOME will tell the story of 
Collis P. Huntington as he made this part of America his 

home. The local band is composed of a vocalist, guitarist 
and cellist, and their “folky” take on modern music. The 
audience can look forward to being guided through 
a story by narrations, music, projected photography, 
and videos along with guest artist appearances such 
as Cypress and Jim Stevenson, who have written for 
professional orchestras and ballets around the world.

Together this commissioned work speaks to the 
importance of both the railroad and river in building the 
strong community we know today. The Marshall Artists 
Series is pleased to help bring this concert to the Keith 
Albee stage and invites the people of Huntington to 
celebrate all we have accomplished in our 150-year history.

General admission tickets are $30.57. To purchase 
additional tickets, or for more information, call 
the Marshall Artists Series at 304-696-6656 or visit 
ticketmaster.com. Marshall Artists Series patrons will 
receive early entry into the theatre. Early entry begins at 
6:30 pm. Masks must be worn at all times except when 
consuming food or beverages.

HOME is sponsored by the West Virginia Division of 
Culture and History, the West Virginia Board of Education, 
the Earleen Heiner Agee and Robert W. Agee Fund of the 
Foundation for the Tri-State Community Inc., City National 
Bank, Steptoe and Johnson, iHeart Radio, WSAZ and the 
Herald-Dispatch.
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Russell Bruce’s Memory Kept 
Alive with Festival of His 
Favorite Films
The Herald-Dispatch | February 13, 2022

WHERE: The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center, 925 4th 
Ave., Huntington

HOW MUCH: Film passes for all seven films are $45 and 
are available by calling the Marshall Artists Series box 
office at 304-696-6656. Individual film tickets are $10 and 
can be purchased for walk-up entry 60 minutes before 
each screening and students can access transportation 
to the festival by visiting the RouteShout app to ride the 
Green Machine bus.

SPONSORS: The Russell Bruce Film Festival is sponsored 
by ZMM Architects, Community Trust Bank, Reger Funeral 
Home, Marsha Slater State Farm Insurance, iHeart Radio, 
WSAZ and The Herald-Dispatch.

Russell “Russ” Bruce

Cultural Documentaries Being 
Screened During Lifestyle 
Film Festival
The Herald-Dispatch | March 3, 2022

The Lifestyle Film Festival will include screenings of six films 
at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington to 
provide the community with elements of food, fashion and 
music.

The Marshall Artists Series will showcase their new projector 
and sound system during the festival, which is sponsored by 
ZMM Architects and takes place Thursday through Sunday, 
March 3-6.

“People love seeing movies in the Keith-Albee because it’s such 
a unique experience,” said Angela Jones, director of marketing 
and external affairs for Marshall University and the Marshall 
Artists Series. “We want to show the movies or things that 
people aren’t going to get to see every day at the movies.”

Jones said the Marshall Artists Series board wanted to provide 
films that all ages and groups could connect to in some way. 
She said she thinks Marshall students will gravitate toward 
“Roadrunner,” which offers a behind-the-scenes look at 
Anthony Bourdain. The documentary discusses how he was 
formerly an anonymous chef and how it led to him becoming 
influential.

“I’m most excited for ‘Roadrunner,’ which is the Anthony 
Bourdain story, because I thought it was gonna be, like, huge 
and in every theater, and it really wasn’t,” Jones said. “So I’m 
very excited that we get to have it as part of our Lifestyle 
Festival and we get to see it on the giant screen of Keith-Albee.”

Jones said the most appropriate of the films for children would 
be “The Apollo.” The 2019 documentary covers the history and 

legacy of New York City’s Apollo Theater and how marginalized 
artists excelled within the landmark.
The festival will also feature documentaries such as “The Gospel 
According to Andre,” “Very Ralph,” “Sparkling: The Story of 
Champagne” and “Julia.”

“The Gospel According to Andre” documents the timeline 
of recently deceased African American fashion editor Andre 
Leon Talley. Through archival footage and interviews, the 
documentary shows his work at Vogue and other work 
discussed by Anna Wintour, Marc Jacobs and Diane von 
Furstenberg.

Reflecting on Ralph Lauren’s life, “Very Ralph” explores his 
journey as a boy from the Bronx to a well-known fashion 
designer.

“Julia” uses archival footage from cookbook author and 
television star Julia Child to chronically share her story of 
publishing “Mastering the Art of French Cooking” — which has 
reached 2.5 million copies to date — and becoming a successful 
cook in the 1950s. Adding more conversation to food and drinks, 
“Sparkling: The Story of Champagne” shares inside perspectives 
from A-list champagne houses.

“The main goal of the Lifestyle Film Festival is really to have 
more broad appeal programming in a festival format,” Jones 
said. “We have something for everyone.”

Passes for the Lifestyle Film Festival for all six films are 
available in advance for $45 by calling 304-696-6656. Tickets for 
individual films are not sold in advance but will be available for 
purchase one hour before the film at the Keith-Albee. Tickets 
for the Lifestyle Film Festival are $10 per film and free to full-
time Marshall students with a valid student ID.

For more information, visit www.marshallartistsseries.org.
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‘Summer: The Donna Summer Musical’ 
set for Thursday at Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | April 3, 2022

It’s all about that bass.

Singer and actress Charis Gullage found her way into the 
music of legendary disco diva Donna Summer through 
her father and his bass guitar.

Gullage, who performs as “Disco Donna” in “Summer: The 
Donna Summer Musical,” which comes to the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center in Huntington on Thursday, April 
7, said she and her father were listening to the song “Last 
Dance,” one of the biggest hits for Summer, when she 
asked him, “Dad, have you heard this before?”

She said he laughed and said, “Yes, and so have you. Quite 
a bit.”

Gullage’s father wasn’t just a bass player. He’s a touring 
performer who has played with a range of artists, 
including Tyler Perry and Dr. John, but he’s played in a 
variety of ensembles.

The music of Donna Summer was just part of his musical 
vocabulary. He knew her music. He’d played her music.
Gullage said she and her father would sometimes sit and 
listen to music together. They’d talk about it.

“Do you hear that?” her father would say. “That’s the 
bassline driving that song.”

Gullage said he’d tell her how the bass rounded off the 
edges and tied a song together. She remembered what 
she learned.

“In doing some script study and researching Donna 
Summer, I found out that she started her songs with a 
bassline,” Gullage said. “That was how she built her songs.”
“Summer” is a jukebox musical. It is entirely music-driven, 
with songs inspiring scenes and action, and music often 
or entirely replacing dialogue.

The show highlights and explores the musical career and 
life of Donna Summer. As “Disco Donna,” Gullage stands in 
for Summer as her career is taking off and she’s hitting the 
charts with songs like “Hot Stuff,” “Bad Girl” and “Love to 
Love You, Baby.”

“I’m in the middle part,” Gullage said. “Donna is exploring 
herself as a woman, an artist and a musician. The role 
is instrumental in understanding the career of Donna 

Summer, and the ups and downs she had as an artist, but 
also as a woman of color living in the times she did.”

With the pandemic, being part of the show has been 
something of a roller coaster, with shifting requirements 
for prevention and safety different in every state.
“We try to be healthy and take precautions and hope that 
our audiences are doing the same thing,” she said.
Gullage is only a couple of years out of college. She 
graduated from Loyola with a bachelor’s degree in 
musical theater just before the start of the pandemic. This 
is her first national tour.

The experience has been a good one and full of life 
lessons.

“I’ve learned to be more grateful and to choose kindness,” 
she said. “There are so many times when not choosing 
kindness is easier.”

She said touring during the pandemic has taught her to 
be more adaptable and ready for just about anything.
“Stay hydrated,” she said, adding, “And give everyone 
grace.”

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. Thursday
WHERE: Keith Albee Performing Arts Center, Huntington
TICKETS: $64.42, $71.00, $81.97 and $98.42
INFO: 304-696-6656 or the box office at the Joan C. 
Edwards Performing Arts Center

The hits of Donna Summer will be reviewed, revisited and celebrated in “Sum-
mer: The Donna Summer Musical” on Thursday, April 7, at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center.
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‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ to 
be Performed May 9
The Herald-Dispatch | May 5, 2022

Roald Dahl’s “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” will 
come to life at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
at 7:30p.m. Monday, May 9, as part of the Marshall Artists 
Series.

“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” tells the story of 
Willy Wonka, world-famous inventor of the Everlasting 
Gobstopper, who has just announced his factory is 
opening its gates to a lucky few. The Keith-Albee audience 
will experience the story as a hit Broadway musical, filled 
with technicolor sets and a new score.

Audience members will be required to wear a mask 
during the production unless actively eating or drinking.

Tickets are $98.42, $81.97, $71 or $64.42 and are available 
at the box offce in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse on the 
Marshall University campus, by calling 304-696-6656 or 
online at Ticketmaster.com. Box offce hours are Monday 
through Friday, noon to 4 p.m.

Roald Dahl’s “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” will be performed at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington on May 9.
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Sip Downtown Partners with 
Keith-Albee for Fundraiser
The Herald-Dispatch | June 7, 2022

HUNTINGTON — Sip Downtown Brasserie at 311 9th St. in 
Huntington will host a “Sip and Tip” night from 5-10 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 15, for the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center to assist with its operating expenses and current 
renovation projects, according to Board President
Bob Plymale.

Director of Development Terry Deppner Hardin said 
in a news release that Allison White, owner of Sip, has 
been generous with the theater, as the upcoming Sip 
and Tip night follows a contribution of $2,692 from Sip’s 
Derby & Drams event May 7. Deppner Hardin said White 
understands the theater’s importance as an economic 
driver in the community and among the local restaurant 
scene.

“Stepping into the Keith-Albee is an experience in and 
of itself,” White said in the news release. “We are lucky to 
have such a beautiful venue in Huntington. I plan to help 
in every way possible to assist with the preservation efforts 
as well as attract locals and tourists to the downtown 
area for entertainment, shopping and dining.” Deppner 
Hardin says the Keith-Albee board will be working on a 
major plumbing project that will help keep water out of 
the theater’s basement, where water damage is causing 
safety issues, fallen ceilings and flaking plaster.

“This funding is vital to maintaining this historic asset as 
an important element of the downtown cityscape,” she 
said in the release.

Plymale noted in the release that Sip’s Derby & Drams 
event coincided with the 94th anniversary of the Keith-
Albee’s opening to the public on May 7, 1928, when The 
Blue Streak of Vaudeville Rae Samuels was the headliner 
and “Good Morning, Judge,” a comedy starring Reginald 
Denny, was the featured film.

“The theatre was built to have vaudeville shows on stage 
as well as silent and sound motion pictures on the screen 
from its very first day,” Plymale said in the release.
The board is seeking landmark status for the Keith-Albee, 
he said.

From left, Doug Chapman, Nicole Chapman, Emily Chambers, Allison White, 
Sonia Chambers and Robert “Chuck” Chambers will help raise funds for the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center during a “Sip and Tip” night June 15 at Sip 
Downtown Brasserie at 311 9th Street in Huntington.
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Keith-Albee Receives Funding from 
Cabell County Commission
The Herald-Dispatch | August 7, 2022

HUNTINGTON — The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
Inc. recently received $100,000 in American Rescue Plan 
Act funds, as well as $15,000 in Hotel/Motel Fiscal Year 
2022-23 funding, from the Cabell County Commission.

Cabell County Commission President Jim Morgan 
presented the checks to the Keith-Albee Director of 
Development Terry Deppner Hardin at the Cabell County 
Courthouse on Friday, July 29.

Deppner Hardin said the funding will be used as part of an 
overall project that includes three phases: the basement 
wall waterproofing; replacement and installation of a new 
water service with a new sprinkler riser; and installation of 
new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems in the 
theater.

All three phases will help ensure the building’s structural 
integrity, public safety, and maintaining a healthy 
environment for staff, performers and patrons, she said, 
and it will eventually help to decrease operating costs.
“The more improvements that are made, the greater 
the impact will be on decreasing overall costs,” Deppner 
Hardin said in a news release.

Keith-Albee Board President Bob Plymale said the 
COVID-19 pandemic and recent economic conditions have 
caused prices of materials and labor to skyrocket from the 
project’s original anticipated costs.

“The restoration of the Keith Albee is a huge project — its 
importance, its scope, and the financial resources needed 
to effectuate preservation of this iconic architecture,” 
Plymale said in the release. “It is important for our 
community to understand that this theatre is an historic 
asset to Huntington. We hope that everyone in the 
community will give — no matter how small — and help 
to sustain the last fully intact Thomas-Lamb-designed 
atmospheric theatre in the world. Every penny counts!”

Cabell County Commission President Jim Morgan, left, presents checks to 
Keith-Albee Director of Development Terry Deppner Hardin on July 29. 
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New Marshall Students Dubbed ‘One 
of the Herd’ During Convocation
The Herald-Dispatch | August 20, 2022

HUNTINGTON — Like a herd of buffalo, first-year students 
at Marshall University moved down 4th Avenue together 
Friday toward the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center, 
where freshman convocation was held.

The Class of 2026 represents the future of the institution 
as it faces the unknown of a post-pandemic world with a 
new president and other changes in leadership.

The students are in the first full-year freshman class 
under university President Brad D. Smith and the first 
since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic to participate 
in all Marshall’s traditions as the university lifts COVID-19 
precautions.

The first-year students started their day with a freshman 
class photo at the John Marshall statue on campus 
before walking to the Keith-Albee with all the pomp and 
circumstance of a parade, led by the Marching Thunder 
and their Class of 2026 banner.

Student Body President Isabella Griffths welcomed the 
students at the Keith-Albee to the “official start of their 
college careers.”

Chief Talent and Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Officer 
Bruce Felder did not shy away from the fact
it took him six years to graduate from Marshall when 
giving the keynote speech to students. 

He told them no matter how they stumble, to always 
remember their goal that led them to the university.

“Realize this: You are here today because you’re supposed 
to be here. You deserve to be here. You belong here,” 
he said, adding, “The race isn’t given to the swift or the 
strong, but those who endure till the end. The most 
important thing is not when you finish. It is that you 
finish.”

He gave the students three assignments as they start 
their collegiate careers: To find their community, battle cry 
and winning attitude. He said life is 10% what happens to 
you and 90% your reaction.

“You are in charge. Accept the challenge that creates 
possibility that leads to change,” he said.

Smith welcomed the students as the next generation of 
the Thundering Herd.

He echoed Felder in telling the students Marshall 
University changed his life in ways his family could never 
have imagined by offering guidance. That guidance set 
him on a path toward a lifetime of achievement and 
excitement, he said. He hopes the first-year students walk 
away with that experience.

“The great writer Mark Twain once said the two most 
important days in your life are the day that you’re born 
and the day you discover why,” he said. “These next years 
attending Marshall are your opportunity to discover your 
why.”

Following the convocation, students walked back down 
4th Avenue toward the Bison Bash Cookout at the 
Memorial Student Center Plaza on campus.

Marshall University freshmen walk from campus to the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center for freshman convocation on Friday in Huntington.
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Members of Iconic Marshall Football 
Teams Take Forever Seat at
Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | September 4, 2022

HUNTINGTON — Members of two iconic teams in Marshall 
University football history will always have a seat at 
Huntington’s historic Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center.

Through the performing arts center’s “Take A Seat Under 
the Stars” campaign to repair, replace and refurbish 
seating in the venue, about 150 refurbished seats were 
dedicated Saturday. The seats represent the 75 lives lost 
in the 1970 plane crash and the Young Thundering Herd 
team that followed in their footsteps.

The dedicated seats are in the balcony, directly under 
twinkling star lights on the ceiling.

After the ceremony, some players from the 1971 team 
searched for their seat and the seats of their friends.
For 1971 Young Thundering Herd player Bob Bronger, 
it was a moment that came full circle, as he worked for 
about a year at the theater, the same place he would 
watch movies with his teammates.

Nate Ruffn once started a “We Are Marshall” chant in 
the theater, Bronger reminisced, and he said it was the 
moment someone told the crowd the team had started 
the chant that the players realized how much they were 
loved.

“And I think now, the appreciation that this town and this 
school has shown us, and speaking to a lot of people at 
the 50-year reunion, and all the things especially these last 
few years, have made everybody who played realize the 
decision to come to Marshall is the greatest decision they 
ever made,” he said.

Keith Morehouse, whose father died in the 1970 crash, said 
there is no adjective to describe feelings surrounding the 
crash or the support that continues five decades later.
“Fifty-two years later, it’s stunning how this community 
regards the ones we lost, remembers the ones we lost, 
memorializes the ones we lost, and as someone who has 

stayed here and lived here and made it my home, I can’t 
thank you guys enough,” he said.

The “Take a Seat” campaign started in 2016 as a way to 
celebrate family, friends, businesses or the memory of a 
loved one at the theater.

The Keith-Albee board of directors made the decision 
to honor the passengers of the ill-fated 1970 Southern 
Airways Flight No. 932 and place each of their names on a 
seat. The effort was funded with community support.

The seats representing the Young Thundering Herd were 
made possible by private supporters and funding from 
the Huntington Foundation Inc. and the West Virginia 
Department of Arts, Culture and History and the National 
Endowment for the Arts, with approval from the West 
Virginia Commission on the Arts.

Keith-Albee Board President Bob Plymale said with 
Saturday’s dedication, about 50% of the seats have been 
completed.

A seat featuring a plaque honoring Reggie Oliver is photographed during a 
dedication ceremony honoring the Marshall Univ plane crash victims and 
members of the Young Thundering Herd at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center in Huntington.
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Senior Photography Session 
October 7, 2022

Mother Melissa Dawn Huffman of Hurricane, WV, made 
her daughter Alexa Sekercak’s dreams come true by 
contacting the Keith-Albee Performing Arts for her senior 
photo shoot by Peyt’s Photography on October 7, 2022.

Alexa is a lifelong performer and has done theater for 
years as well as show choir.

Peyton Griffith is a 20-year-old self-taught photographer 
who attends Marshall University as a Junior in the 
Video Production program. She has been into the art 
of photography since she was 15 years old and grew up 
in Kenova, WV. She is a wedding, couples, and senior 
photographer.

To schedule a potential photography session, please 
contact Director of Development Terry Deppner
Hardin at terrydeppner@gmail.com for available times 
and booking fees.
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SNL’s Mikey Day, Who Helped Write 
‘David S. Pumpkin’ Skit, to Perform 
Sunday in Huntington
The Herald-Dispatch | October 20, 2022

The Marshall Artists Series continues its fall schedule with 
a performance by “Saturday Night Live” comedic actor 
and writer Mikey Day on Sunday, Oct. 23. Opening up the 
show will be comedian Alex English, who is also a comedy 
writer for SNL.

Day and English will be live at the historic Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Sunday. Tickets range 
from $35 to $55. The venue is located at 925 4th Ave. in 
downtown Huntington. More information can be found at 
www.marshall.edu/muartistseries/#/.

Day’s journey to SNL began when he wrote comedy bits 
for his high school’s assemblies as a teenager. Like a lot 
of future comedians and comedy writers, Day got into his 
share of trouble for simply being openly funny in a school 
setting. After graduating, he earned a degree in theater 
at the University of California Los Angeles. To add comedy 
acting chops to his repertoire, he also joined the famed 
improvisational comedy group The Groundlings and 
began to write for various shows on TV channels such as 
MTV, The Cartoon Network and Showtime.

About 15 years ago, Day and Michael Naughton, along with 
actor Mitch Silpa, created a comedy video as members of 
The Groundlings that spoofed the street magic of famed 
magician David Blaine. You can still see those videos on 
YouTube, with one of them netting 50 million views. It 
was one of the many times that Day’s work would go viral 
online as his career grew.

Perhaps his most memorable bit on SNL was when Day, 
Bobby Moynihan and Streeter Seidell wrote a sketch called 
“David S. Pumpkin,” a Halloween spoof featuring Day and 
Moynihan as dancing clowns surrounding acclaimed 
actor Tom Hanks, who portrayed the David S. Pumpkin 
character. Titled “Haunted Elevator,” the sketch struck a 
nerve while on live television and the video went on to 
garner 22 million views.

With the first three live SNL shows of the 2022-23 already 
completed, the program will take a break this Saturday, 
which will enable Day and English to come to Huntington 
on the next night.

While at SNL, Day has been asked to impersonate many 
famous personalities during on-air skits, from President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt to Elon Musk to U.S. Sen. Joe 
Manchin, D-W.Va. Other times, his characters portray 

unknown folks in sketches that are as messy as they are 
fun. That was the case on the Oct. 8 episode of SNL when 
Day shared a segment with actor and host Brendan 
Gleeson.

During a spoof of an atypical History Channel 
documentary about two tribes in the year 500 B.C. who 
forged an alliance, Day and Gleeson play the tribal chiefs, 
who take a blood oath by cutting their palms and sharing 
their blood. In this case, however, Gleeson’s character 
slices his palm too deeply and his fake blood splatters all 
over the set and onto his cast mates in disgusting, yet 
hilarious fashion. Day especially takes major splashes of 
blood to his face, all of which can be seen at www.youtube.
com/snl.

“I actually got the fake blood off of me pretty quickly, like 
in five minutes or something afterwards, but there was 
a lot of it,” Day told The Herald-Dispatch. “It was funny 
because the host that night, Brendan Gleeson, he has a 
beard and they did a test earlier in the week to make sure 
the fake blood wouldn’t stain his beard. That was one of 
the funny parts of his SNL Week; that he had to go and do 
a ‘Blood Beard Staining Test.’”

One thing that Day has developed while working as 
a comedy writer is a thick skin, as rejection of ideas 
is a constant. That is especially true at SNL with its 
infamous weekly “table reads,” where the writers and 
that week’s host pitch ideas for sketches while the ones 
in charge decide what ideas make it on-air. The process is 
notoriously not for the faint of heart.

The Marshall Artists Series will present storyteller Adam Booth performing 
“Jesse’s Doll — Ghost Stories and Spookier Thin 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 25, at 
the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center.
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Marshall Artists Series Presents ‘Jesse’s Doll – 
Ghost Stories and Spookier Things’ on Tuesday
The Herald-Dispatch | October 23, 2022

If you’re looking for some thrills and chills this spooky season, the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center is the place to be.

No, we aren’t talking about the rumored haunted basement — 
although that will undoubtedly add to the creepy ambiance when 
storyteller Adam Booth takes the stage to deliver “Jesse’s Doll —Ghost 
Stories and Spookier Things,” at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 25.

The haunted — er, the Keith-Albee is located at 925 4th Ave. in 
Huntington. Tickets are $25. More information can be found at www.
marshall.edu/muartistseries/#/.

With the right mood being set combined with an open mind and an 
active imagination, storytelling can bring to life a frightening tale as 
effectively as a horror movie. Many of us still remember a scary story 
told around a campfire or in a dark back yard.

Booth, who will be performing Tuesday night’s “Jesse’s Doll–Ghost 
Stories and Spookier Things,” is a Huntington native who has become 
an acclaimed storyteller almost by accident.

“Storytelling comes to me through my family and by the passing 
on of family traditions,” said Booth. “I really got into it when I was in 
college and I took a class on Appalachian culture and I learned about 
storytelling. Then, I began going to storytelling events, specifically the 
West Virginia State Liars Contest, which is a part of the annual Vandalia 
Gathering event.”

The Marshall Artists Series will present storyteller Adam Booth performing 
“Jesse’s Doll — Ghost Stories and Spookier Thin 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 25, at 
the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center.

“I guess you kind of get used to the 
rejection, but you really get used 
to it at SNL because there are so 
many opportunities to bomb,” said 
Day. “There is a read-through on 
Wednesdays where all of the ideas are 
read out loud and you write sketches 
for it and the read-throughs can 
either go well or go badly. If it goes 
well and goes to dress rehearsal, the 
idea can still go bad at dress rehearsal. 
So, throughout the year, you have to 
develop a thick skin and you have to 
build up a resistance to it. You just go 
on to the next one. It changes from 
week to week, as sometimes I will have 
a lot of ideas while other weeks, not 
as much. I think that you can write as 
many ideas as you want from week to 
week, but there is no guarantee that 
they will all be read or that there is 
room for everything. But I think that, 
ultimately, they want you to focus on 
your best ideas.”

For Day, an idea can come in the 
middle of the night, out of the blue, and 
he has to capture that burst of creativity 
before it is lost to the awakened state.

“Sometimes, however, I’ll get an idea 
late, as in 4 a.m. in the morning, and 
I’ll write it up and it can become some 
of my best stuff. If it is a host that I am 
not familiar with, I will watch some of 
their work as research. The process 
is truly different from week to week, 
which is the cool part. You can have a 
really good week, yet the next week, 
everything starts over, and it is a brand-
new week and it can become a bad 
week and you think to yourself, ‘Oh 
wow, I thought I had totally cracked the 
code and understood it all.’”

Day, who has never been to West 
Virginia before, says he is happy and 
excited that he will get the chance to 
perform in the state. After both Day 
and English perform, they will take 
questions from the audience about 
the comedy business, life at SNL, or 
whatever queries are thrown at them.
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Booth, 40, began his storytelling journey 20 years ago 
when he found himself telling a tall tale in front of an 
audience for the first time.

“It all began at that Vandalia Gathering Liars Contest when 
I got up the nerve to do it,” said Booth. “It wasn’t really 
that hard because I had studied music and I was used 
to performing in front of people. I tried out storytelling 
because I loved the novelty of it. If you win the Vandalia 
Gathering Liars Contest, you get the title of West Virginia’s 
Biggest Liar and I liked that and went for it.”

Once he was hooked and realized he had the talent to 
successfully tell a good story in front of a lot of people, 
Booth began to seek out interesting tales to tell.

“I researched a number of stories found in different 
archives in West Virginia and I spent some time doing that 
same kind of work in Kentucky as well,” said Booth. “I also 
learned stories from other people. I often find that when 
I’m out telling stories somewhere, people then want to tell 
me their stories afterwards. And, just about everyone tells 
me, ‘You can have this one. You can use it if you want to.’ 
Every now and then, you come across something that is a 
real gem.”

The art of storytelling is ancient, preceding the invention 
of the written language, and techniques and patterns for 
the skill have developed over the centuries based on how 
the human mind works.

“The technique is pretty standard,” said Booth. “If it is 
something that I have created or something I have 
learned from someone else or a folk tale, you always want 
to open the story by welcoming people into it, to give 
them an idea of where the story takes place and give 
them a few ideas as to what is going to happen in it. That 
way, they can get themselves situated into the story, and 
then they are more ready to go forward with wherever you 
want to take them. When I tell spooky stories, as I will on 

Tuesday night, you want people to feel comfortable in the 
story, yet you also want them to begin to think about what 
might happen as soon as possible. That is how a good 
story works, by creating images that you carry with you, 
sometimes for your whole life.”

With it being the Halloween season, Booth has chosen 
some choice tales for the Huntington audience.

“I do a lot of archival digging to find stories, such as in the 
collection of Ruth Ann Musick (1897-1974), who lived in 
Fairmont, WV,” said Booth. “She collected and published 
a lot of spooky stories, but there are many that she never 
published. So, I have looked through boxes and boxes 
of her materials. I’ve also gone through a lot of boxes of 
stories that were collected and are kept in the library at 
West Virginia University. A lot of them are stories that 
people don’t tell anymore and I am making the point of 
trying to keep them alive. Once I find those stories, then 
it is all about crafting them and adding my own voice to 
them. And, a lot of knowing where a story is going to go 
onstage comes from telling it to people in person and see 
how they react.”

Booth is the 2022 West Virginia Folk Artist of the Year, 
an accolade given out at the Governor’s Arts Awards 
program. Topping that honor off with a performance in 
his hometown of Huntington will make Tuesday a truly 
special evening for Booth.

“To be affiliated with Marshall University this way, it is such 
a privilege for me,” said Booth. “I grew up in Huntington 
and my family has a lot of connections to Marshall. But, 
also, to get the opportunity to play the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center will be special as well. I grew up 
going to movies there, I’ve gone to Marshall Artists Series 
concerts there, and it’s always been a dream of mine to go 
back and perform there, so this is a huge honor for me.”

2022
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Keith-Albee Honors Long-Time 
Operations Manager Junior Ross
The Herald-Dispatch | January 28, 2023

HUNTINGTON — Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center’s 
Operations Manager Millard “Junior” Ross was recently 
honored for his long tenure, distinguished service, and 
dedication with a resolution passed by the Board of 
Directors that designates the stage house section of the 
Theatre as The Millard “Junior” Ross Stage House.  This 
is the performance space consisting of the part of the 
theatre upstage of the proscenium arch, which contains 
the stage, wings, fly tower, fly floors, grid, etc. 

Ross began his career in 1959 working for the Hyman 
family who owned the Greater Huntington Theatre 
Corporation.  He was the Hyman’s Manager of the Keith-
Albee, the Camelot Theatre (also known as the Palace), 
and the Cinema Theatre (also known as the Orpheum). His 
responsibilities included the coordination of maintenance 
for all three movie theatres as well as the collection of the 
movie admissions and locking up the monies in the vault 
at the Keith-Albee. 

In 2006, the Keith-Albee stopped showing regularly 
scheduled movies, but the theatre’s use as a live 
performance and special events venue was uninterrupted. 
In that same year the Greater Huntington Theatre 
Corporation graciously donated the theatre to the 
Marshall University Foundation. Later that year, title was 
transferred to the newly formed Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center, Inc., (KAPAC), the tax-exempt, charitable 
corporation which operates the Keith-Albee today. Junior’s 
career with the Keith-Albee went uninterrupted as he 
transitioned to Operations Manager for the Keith Albee 
Performing Arts Center Foundation.   

Board President Robert Plymale says that “The Keith-
Albee enjoys its current status of continuing operation 
due, in large part, to the efforts of Millard “Junior” Ross. 
His love of the theatre is self-evident as demonstrated 
through his extensive knowledge of the building 
infrastructure, oversight, and outstanding leadership.” 
Assistant Operations Manager Gary Cooper says that 
“Junior is not only my boss, but my teacher, mentor, and 
best friend who has shared with him the building’s history 
and knowledge of its mechanical, electrical, and plumbing 
systems.” 

As always, Junior’s love for the Keith-Albee is always front 
and center. Junior stated that the best show he has seen 
at the Keith-Albee was when the legendary singer Tony 
Bennett took center stage on September 29, 2016, as part 
of the Marshall Artists Series and had kind words for the 

theatre.  Before Mr. Bennett broke into a night-ending, 
spine-tingling rendition of “Fly Me to the Moon,” he 
put down his microphone and had a little heart-to-
heart talk with the audience. “This theater is perfect for 
performing,” Bennett said then. “I heard they were talking 
about cleaning it up, but now don’t clean it up too much 
because the acoustics in here make beautiful sounds.”   
Director of Development Terry Deppner Hardin said that 
beyond Junior’s excellent record of service, he is known for 
his gentle, kind and humble nature by anyone who meets 
him. He is well-loved and respected by the downtown 
family of merchants on Fourth Avenue and beyond in 
Downtown Huntington. 

Vicky Cooper, owner of The Old Village Roaster, said “In the 
28 years we have occupied our portion of the Keith-Albee 
building, I have to say it never seemed like a job to Junior, 
but more a love and dedication to the Keith-Albee.” 

Junior was born in Huntington, WV, and now resides in 
Barboursville, WV.  He and his wife Eunice have three 
children and ten grandchildren. 
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Keith-Albee Welcomes Fifth Graders 
for Young People’s Concert
The Herald-Dispatch | March 3, 2023

The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center welcomed fifth 
graders from throughout Cabell County to see the 62nd 
Young People’s Concert on Thursday.

The concert is a partnership between the Marshall 
University Symphony Orchestra, the Woman’s Club of 
Huntington and Cabell County Schools. Fifth graders from 
Cabell’s public, private and homeschools were invited to 
attend.

The program was conducted by Marshall University’s 
Symphonic Orchestra conductor Elizabeth Reed Smith.

It also featured a performance from Isaiah Biehle, a 
sophomore student of Soli Deo Gloria Homeschool and 
winner of the YPC Auditions held in January. Biehle 
performed “Zigeunerweisen” composed by Pable de 
Sarasate.

The Marshall University Symphony Orchestra’s 62nd Young People’s Concert, 
presented by Marshall Univ and the Cabell County Board of Education in 
cooperation with The Woman’s Club of Huntington, takes place on Thursday a 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in downtown Huntington.

2023
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Kindred Valley: Born Out of the 
Pandemic, Hometown Band Makes it 
to ‘Mountain Stage’
The Herald-Dispatch | March 26, 2023

It’s not so much a homecoming as a coming-out party 
and international debut for Huntington’s Kindred Valley. 

The young, six-piece Americana band is on the bottom of 
the bill for tonight’s Mountain Stage taping - presented by 
the Marshall Artists Series at the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center in Huntington - but they might as well be at 
the top.

Riding around in a car, four of the six members said they 
were over the moon about getting to play. 

“We were honestly in disbelief when we found out about 
it,” Blake Lacy said. “We were so happy and so thankful 
about it. This is such a massive deal.” 

“We listen,” Kaden Salmons said. “There have been so 
many amazing artists on the show. Even the people we’re 
playing with have done incredible things. We love their 
stuff. It’s an honor to be there.” 

Some music acts will spend years, sometimes decades, 
building up a presence before getting the opportunity 
to play a radio program like Mountain Stage. Kindred 
Valley did it in less than three and did it without touring or 
having a major label release. 

They did it by coming up with a thoughtful, Americana 
sound that’s a little bit rock, a little bit folk and a little bit 
Appalachian. The music is soft. The harmonies are sweet 
and the lyrics are heartfelt and authentic. 

Kindred Valley started with Blake Lacy and Brett McCoy, 
two musicians and Marshall University students who got 
together, thinking they might be able to write a song. It 
was early fall of 2020. The pandemic was raging, and social 
distancing was in effect. There wasn’t a whole lot else 
anyone could do, except look for ways to spend time.
 
The two men hung out at McCoy’s apartment. McCoy 
played guitar while Lacy sang. That first song sounded 
good, but not quite right.

“Oh, shoot. We needed somebody else to play an 
instrument because I do not play an instrument,” Lacy 
said. “Brett does.” 

So, they called guitarist Noah Freeman. 

The three of them got together at McCoy’s apartment, 
tinkered with lyrics and melodies and came up with a 
song called “Georgia.” 

Lacy said they were all taken aback by how good that first 
song sounded. 

“We just really enjoyed it,” he said. 

So, they decided to keep hanging out and keep writing 
songs. It wasn’t like they had much else to do, Lacy said.

“So, we hung out for like a month.” He laughed and said, 
“At the end of it, we hated each other.” But they’d also 
written and recorded rough versions of two more songs, 
“1921” and “Half My Heart.” 

They released the songs as a trio, but couldn’t do much 
with them beyond that. Public performances were 
essentially outlawed and besides, as fall turned to winter, 
the pandemic worsened, and they had school. 

“We just didn’t see each other through the spring,” Lacy 
said. 

But they kept in touch.

Kindred Valley performed during “Mountain Stage,” presented by the Marshall 
Artists Series, at the Keith-Albee Performing J Center in Huntington on Sunday, 
March 26. 

KINDRED VALLEY I Courtesy photo
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And then Jadon Hayes reached out to the trio. He sent 
music files that he’d mixed with Rachael Hayes and a song 
from Kaden Salmons. Salmons, as it happened, attended 
the same church as Lacy. 

“I didn’t even know that,” he said. 

So, they all met up at church and then got the two 
separate, informal groups together. The chemistry was 
good, and the music was better. 

They spent the next year working on a record, which was 
released at the very end of 2022. 

“We debuted it at The Venetian in Milton to a packed 
house,” Lacy said. 

Lacy is maybe the band’s most accomplished lyricist, but 
songwriting is spread out among the group. 

Salmons said, “Blake doesn’t write all of our songs, though 
he’s a genius lyricist.” 

Musically, he said, they take some cues from the Ohio 
band Caamp, which uses similar instrumentation, mixing 
traditional rock instruments with a banjo, for example. 
Salmons said they admired earnest songwriters like the 
Avett Brothers and Jim Croce. 

“Blake and I admire Jim Croce. We can’t play guitar like 
Jim Croce,” he laughed and then said, “but we admire his 
lyrics, and songs by artists like Gregory Alan lsakov.” 

Rachael Hayes said they try to write songs with depth and 
weight. 

“There’s a lot of symbolism and metaphor,” she said. 
“Honestly, there’s just a lot of poetry.” 

“They just resonate with us,” Salmons said. 

The band’s songs capture a wide range of emotions, 
including regret and a youthful restlessness. 

Kindred Valley is excited to share their songs and see 
where it leads them.

What’s beyond Mountain Stage is anyone’s guess. Half 
the band is still in school, though two of them are nearing 
graduation, but everyone is at least interested in pursuing 
music full-time. 

“We’ve got someone now helping us, guiding us and he 
said he thought we should finish school before we start 
touring or opening for other artists,” Rachael said.
 
But the temptation to hit the road is great and there are a 
million artists they’d love to open a show for. 

“One of our biggest dreams is to play at Red Rocks,” 
Rachael said. “We’d love to open for Caamp or the Avett 
Brothers or Drew Holcomb.” 

“The Lumineers, who really inspired a lot of this,” Jadon 
said. 

“We all have different answers to that question,” Rachael 
said. 

“I think we’d all be dumbfounded if we ever got to play for 
anyone like that,” Jadon said. 

The Marshall Artists Series presents “Mountain Stage” 
with The High Kings, Tom Paxton, Catherine Russell, The 
DonJuans and Kindred Valley at 7 p.m. tonight at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. Tickets are $35 and 
available at mountainstage.org.
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Keith-Albee Receives Donation From 
Mountain Health Network
The Herald-Dispatch | April 5, 2023

Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Board President 
Robert H. Plymale announced on Tuesday that the theater 
received $25,000 in funding from the Mountain Health 
Network.

This donation will be used for an infrastructure project 
scheduled to begin next month that will include 
basement wall waterproofing and replacing and installing 
a new water service with a new sprinkler riser.

“This donation follows a $25,000 donation made in 
November 2021 and represents Mountain Health’s 
commitment to not only the Keith-Albee but the 
Huntington community as well. Funding such as this 
will help to maintain the building’s structural integrity 
and public safety for guests, performers and employees,” 
Plymale said in a news release.

Plymale said the COVID-19 pandemic and recent 
economic conditions have caused prices of materials and 
labor to increase from the project’s original anticipated 
costs.

“For almost a century, the Keith Albee has been an icon in 
the greater Huntington community that draws residents 
throughout the region to enjoy its many programs. Access 
to the arts plays an important role in a community’s 
quality of life. Mountain Health Network is honored to 
support the Keith Albee and Huntington’s cultural and 

economic health,” Kevin Yingling, CEO of Mountain Health 
Network and president of Cabell Huntington Hospital and 
St. Mary’s Medical Center, said in the release.

The Keith-Albee is the last fully intact atmospheric theatre 
designed by Scottish-born American architect Thomas 
W. Lamb. It opened on May 7, 1928, and took 14 months 
to construct at the cost of $2 million. Numerous acts 
featuring famous artists and shows have taken place on its 
stage.

Dr. Kevin Yingling, Mountain Health Network CEO, presents the health system’s 
$25,000 donation to the Keith-Albee Board President Bob Plymale and director 
of development Terry Deppner Hardin on Tuesday in Huntington.
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Inaugural Physician Assistant 
Commencement Ceremony
The Herald-Dispatch | April 29, 2023

The Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine celebrated the graduates of its inaugural 
physician assistant class with a commencement 
ceremony Friday afternoon at the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center in Huntington.

During the ceremony, 25 master of medical science 
degrees were awarded to the graduates.

The physician assistant program at Marshall began in 
January 2021, and the program takes about 28 months to 
complete.

According to the American Academy of Physician 
Assistants, 75% of physician assistants receive multiple job 
offers upon graduation.

Zachary Blake is hooded during the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School 
Medicine’s inaugural Physician Assistant Commencement Ceremony on Friday 
at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in downtown Huntington.

photo by Sholten Singer | The Herald-Dispatch
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School of Medicine 
Celebrates Its Graduates
The Herald-Dispatch | April 29, 2023

The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine celebrated the 
graduation and investiture of its Doctor of Medicine (MD), 
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) and Doctor of Medicine-
Doctor of Philosophy (MD/PhD) candidates with an annual 
commencement ceremony each spring.

The 43rd annual Graduation & Investiture Ceremony took 
place Friday afternoon at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center in Huntington.

The Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine conducts its 
graduation ceremony on Friday at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in 
Huntington.

photos by Ryan Fischer | The Herald-Dispatch
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Roof Repairs Underway on 
Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | May 23, 2023

The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center is undergoing 
repairs to fix and replace tiles from its roof after severe 
wind storms in early April.

The storm brought gusts of wind reaching 60 mph to the 
Tri-State region, and some of the roof’s tiles were blown off 
during the weather event.

A spokesperson for the Keith-Albee said repairs began 
Monday to ensure no further damage is caused to the roof 
and is expected to be finished by Friday.

Workers complete repairs on the roof of the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
on Tuesday, in downtown Huntington. 

photo by Sholten Singer | The Herald-Dispatch

Marshall School of Medicine 
Welcomes Class of 2027
The Herald-Dispatch | August 4, 2023

The Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine welcomed its incoming medical students from 
the Class of 2027 with a White Coat Ceremony on Friday 
at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in downtown 
Huntington.

The event also included a special presentation to welcome 
the school’s new dean, Dr. David Gozal, who began his 
tenure on July 31. Gozal is the sixth dean of the Joan C. 
Edwards School of Medicine and also serves as its vice 
president of health affairs.

photo by Sholten Singer | The Herald-Dispatch
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Freshman Convocation Serves as 
Official Welcome to Campus
The Herald-Dispatch | August 18, 2023

Members of the Class of 2027, who descended upon 
Marshall University’s campus for the first time this week, 
began their college journey on Friday with a convocation 
ceremony at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center.

Students experienced their first class at Marshall, UNI 
100, Friday with “Freshman First Class,” an introduction to 
college life.

President Brad D. Smith marches alongside other students carrying the Class 
of 2027 banner as Marshall University condu freshman convocation on Friday in 
downtown Huntington.

photo by Ryan Fischer | The Herald-Dispatch
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Justice Gives Arts Grants to 9 
Organizations
The Herald-Dispatch | August 22, 2023

Gov. Jim Justice presented nine local art organizations 
and artists with grants at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center in Huntington on Tuesday.

“With (the help of Justice) we’ve been able to increase the 
funding for the arts, start incredible programs, and we’re 
very, very happy to be here in my home county to present 
awards to the arts groups and artists,” said Randall Reid-
Smith, curator of the West Virginia Department of Arts, 
Culture, and History, to start the ceremony. “If you don’t 
get great arts, you don’t have great communities.”

The first “Arts Partners” grant went to the Huntington 
Museum of Art, which received $66,941. The Arts Partners 
Grant program provides operating support for staffng and 
programming for long-standing arts organizations with 
full-time staff and operating budgets of at least $100,000.

“We are so incredibly grateful for the support. The 
governor and Randall Reid-Smith have worked tirelessly 
with the delegates to ensure that there is adequate 
funding for the arts in West Virginia,” said Jennifer 
Wheeler, director of development for Huntington Museum 
of Art. “Arts Partners is something that we’ve been 
fortunate to receive for many years and it enables us to do 
in the community and at our institution what we’ve been 
able to provide the citizens and visitors for years now.”

The Huntington Children’s Museum received a Cultural 
Facilities grant of $48,274.49 to help renovate an older 
building that will house the future children’s museum and 
help purchase several art exhibits. The children’s museum 
in 2022 announced it had purchased the former Shoney’s 
at 1700 Washington Ave. in the city’s West End to house its 
museum.

“We believe that every child is an artist, an engineer, 
a scientist, and we want to keep pushing and to ask 
questions and explore and create,” said Tosha Pelfrey, 
board president of Huntington Children’s Museum.

The Huntington Symphony Orchestra, a professional 
orchestra composed of about 50 musicians, received 
$59,058. The symphony has served Cabell and Wayne 
counties in West Virginia and Lawrence County, Ohio, 
through the Education For Future Orchestra Related 
Tradition (EFFORT) program as a supplement to the 
schools’ music education programs for the past 30 years. 
The EFFORT program brings live performances into local 
schools.

Marshall University’s Marshall Artists Series, a performing 
arts agency at Marshall University celebrating its 87th 
season, received $36,005.

“This grant is significant because I would have never 
done anything in the arts had it not been for the Marshall 
Artists Series,” Reid-Smith said. “It is the second-longest 
consecutive collegiate artist series in the country. It’s just 
steadfast and contributes so much in our community here 
in the Tri-State area.”

First Stage Theatre Company, which provides 
opportunities for children to participate in the performing 
arts and promotes fine arts education through theatrical 
productions, received the Community Arts Project 
Support grant of $18,304 and the Creative Aging for 
Lifelong Learning grant of $1,875.

“Just keep doing what you’re doing and absolutely just 
keep pushing, pushing and pushing the Legislature and 
all of us to do more because I know, the more we’re able 
to do, the better things will be for all of us, that’s all there 
is to it,” Justice told the representatives of organizations 
gathered Tuesday.

Professional Development grants, funding individual 
artists to expand or improve their work or share their 
expertise with others, were given to three local artists: 
Alexander Lee, $2,500; Joseph Cox, $1,900; and Kyle Jacob 
Dyer, $2,092.

Govenor Jim Justice presents to the Huntington Museum of Art during a 
ceremony on Tuesday at the Keith Albee performing Arts Center in downtown 
Huntington. 

photo by Sholten Singer | The Herald-Dispatch
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“The arts define who we are,” Reid-Smith said. “They 
separate us and make us individual and we celebrate 
who we are through the arts, whether it’s in education or 
whether it’s through actual arts performances, and what’s 

really important is that we got the governor here, we had 
a bunch of legislators here celebrating all that.”
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Work Continues on Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center
The Herald-Dispatch | September 16, 2023

Work on repairing and replacing seats and carpet at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center is underway before 
the main part of the building goes completely dark later 
this year for up to 18 months of construction.

So far this year, the Keith-Albee has replaced 660 seats 
and upholstery has been redone on 128, said Gary R. 
Cooper, building operations manager. The balcony was 
finished Tuesday, he said.

For the downstairs seating, Cooper said the two new 
sections of seating will be wider than the original — in 
the 20- to 22-inch width range, compared to 15-18 inches 
for the original seats — and will come from the same 
company as the original seats. There are also plans to have 
a separate handicapped section of seating and to have 
individual seating in the front, Cooper said.

Bob Plymale, president of the Keith-Albee, said carpet 
replacement is about half finished. The new carpeting 
comes from Crossley Axminster, a European company 
that was the source of the original carpeting.

In the next couple of weeks, Cooper said, incandescent 
light bulbs that have burned out on its stage’s proscenium 
arch will be replaced with LED bulbs.

Plymale added that Keith-Albee officials are in the final 
stages of analyzing what is needed for the updated 
electrical service and that the center still has two sections 
of seats to finish.

According to Terry Deppner Hardin, director of 
development for the Keith-Albee, the center will be 
waterproofing the south basement wall, bringing in a new 
water service entrance, bringing in new electrical service, 
starting on the basement dressing rooms and completing 
the seating project.

Plymale said the work has been phased so that it will not 
affect any show. Phase one will begin next month, he said. 
Then, in mid-December, the theater will go into a “dark 
period” to be able to focus totally on construction, he said. 
That period is expected to last up to a year and a half, but 
that could change, he said.

Additionally, that may not mean that the front of the 
house cannot be used at times for certain community 
events, Deppner Hardin said. She said they would 
encourage people to reach out to them if they need 
something, but also be flexible and understanding to 

know they’re trying to restore “one of the most iconic 
pieces of architecture in our community.”

”These particular updates are needed to continue hosting 
the caliber of events that the Marshall Artists Series has 
produced,” Deppner Hardin said. “The back area where the 
performers come in, it has deteriorated so badly that it’s, 
at some point, almost non-usable in some of the rooms.”

According to Deppner Hardin, the center has raised 
approximately $10 million for the renovations and needs 
to raise up to $3.5 million more. She said the center has 
received funding from grants and private donors.

”This is the closest that we have ever been to making this 
dream a reality,” Deppner Hardin said. “This could not have 
been done without the generosity from our community, 
and ... we hope to have a return on their investment that 
they’ll be proud of.

”It’s really an exciting project, and to think of what it 
can do for Huntington, if we can increase the number 
of events here, what it can do for our downtown area in 
terms of the economy is something that’s exciting too.”
Plymale said another goal is to be able to utilize the 
theater to its fullest extent.

Plymale said another goal is to be able to utilize the 
theater to its fullest extent.

More information on the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center can be found at https://keithalbee.com. Deppner 
Hardin said people who would like to make a donation for 
the center can do so online or by contacting her. Plymale 
said the center also has naming opportunities.

Building operation manager Gary R. Cooper poses inside the main lobby on 
Sept. 15 at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington

photo by Ryan Fischer | The Herald-Dispatch
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Bob Dylan to Perform in 
Huntington November 30
The Herald-Dispatch | October 2, 2023

The Marshall Artists Series announced Monday morning 
that legendary singer-songwriter Bob Dylan will perform 
Nov. 30 in Huntington.

The performance is part of Dylan’s ongoing “Rough and 
Rowdy Ways” tour and will take place at the Keith Albee 
Performing Arts Center on 4th Avenue in downtown 
Huntington.

Tickets go on sale at 10 a.m. Friday, Oct. 6.

Additional stops on the “Rough and Rowdy Ways” tour 
include Cincinnati, Ohio, on Oct. 20, and Richmond, 
Kentucky, on Dec. 2. Ticketmaster presale and VIP 
package presale begins Thursday, Oct. 5 online.

The event is labeled as “a phone-free experience. Use 
of phones, smart watches, and accessories will not be 
permitted in the performance space.” All phones, smart 
watches and accessories brought by attendees will be 
secured in individual Yondr pouches that will be opened 
at the end of the event, according to Ticketmaster.

Bob Dylan performs in Los Angeles on Jan. 12, 2012.

Chris Pizzello | The Associated Press
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Magician/Comedian Piff the Magic 
Dragon Brings Show to Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | November 9, 2023

Dressed in a head-to-toe dragon costume and accompanied by 
his trusty canine sidekick Mr. Piffes, along with a crusty (in a funny 
way) attitude, Piff The Magic Dragon made the finals of NBC’s 
“America’s Got Talent” in 2015, coming just short of winning the 
competition.

Since then, Piff has taken the newfound fame that he created 
eight years ago and turned it into world tours and a residency in 
his very own theater in Las Vegas.

Before that success on “America’s Got Talent,” the London native 
had very little money in his pocket.

“I know. Isn’t that crazy?” said Piff. “And now, we just did our 
1,500th show in Las Vegas. But, back at that time in 2015, I was in 
Vegas and running out of cash and didn’t have any other options. 
When that happens, you go for broke and you think, ‘What is the 
worst that could happen?Because it has already happened. So, 
let’s see what happens next if I play it like this.’ So, I auditioned for 
the show and it worked out.”

Next week, Piff The Magic Dragon will bring his acclaimed act to 
the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in downtown Huntington 
at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 16. Tickets begin at $55 and the 
event will be hosted by the Marshall Artists Series.

While growing up in Southeast London, Piff pursued IT work and 
other interests before concentrating on his true loves.

“I started out as a magician, but I was always telling jokes and 
telling jokes about people while being sarcastic, and they just 
thought I was a terrible person,” said Piff. “The audience would 
be like, ‘Who is this guy that just insulted me for no reason?’ But 
then, once I found the dragon outfit, suddenly a grumpy dragon 
is hilarious, apparently. I could say even worse things to them 
than before and they loved it. As for the dragon outfit, it is pretty 
comfortable, actually. It’s like doing a show in your pajamas.”

These days, Piff is working hard — rolling with his success and not 
taking it for granted.

“It has been crazy,” said Piff. “In my Vegas show, we do it in this 
amazing room at The Flamingo Hotel and Casino. We took over 
the old ‘Donnie and Marie Show’ room. So, we do our insane show 
in Vegas, and then we tour all over the country at the same time 
and we do a different show when we’re on the road than we do in 
Vegas. I love it.”

“The secret to doing magic is getting the trick to work,” he 
continued. “That is where we bring in engineers and mechanics 
and all of that kind of thing. So, once the trick works, I’ll take 
it onstage and do most of the writing for the act there. And, it 
barely ever works the first time. But, that is when you figure out 

a way to make it happen. 
Some of the magic in 
our show is some of the 
best magic that you will 
ever see, and that part is 
serious and done without 
the comedy. We do our 
best to make it a cool 
presentation.”

As Piff’s career has 
blossomed, some of the 
best magicians in the 
history of show business 
have given him some 
impressive compliments. 
For example, David 
Copperfield said, “Piff is 
the best. A true original.” 
The legendary magician duo of Penn and Teller called Piff “a 
stunningly good magician,” and even Howard Stern called him a 
“phenomenal talent.”

“Those quotes are amazing,” said Piff. “That was one of cool things 
about moving to Las Vegas. You end up becoming friends with 
these legends of magic. They would show up a little bit, at first, 
to see what I was about. But, who is going to be threatened by a 
magic dragon? Do you know what I mean? If you are, then you 
have other issues to deal with. Everyone there has been nice to 
me.”

While Piff has never been to West Virginia before, a member of 
his team is from the Mountain State, and she is thrilled that the 
show is coming to her home.
“One of the producers of my Las Vegas show was born in West 
Virginia,” said Piff. “Her name is Angela Stabile. So, this show 
coming there is a big deal. Everyone is very excited about our 
show coming to West Virginia for the first time. The thing about 
coming to places like Huntington is that when people come 
to see the show in Vegas, it is one of many things that they are 
doing that week. But, when we do a show on tour, it is more like 
a big event, and that is why the audiences are super fun on the 
road and I love that.”

As always, Piff’s sidekick Mr. Piffes — “the world’s only magic 
performing chihuahua” — will be onstage at the Keith-Albee 
Theatre.

“Mr. Piffes is doing amazingly well,” said Piff. “He will turn 16 next 
week, and he is going strong and showing no signs of slowing 
down. He is a bit spoiled, though. He has forgotten all of his 
roots. There is a reason why you are talking to me and not to him, 
because he doesn’t do interviews anymore. Mr. Piffes is too big for 
that.”

More information can be found at piffthemagicdragon.com.
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David Walsh: Worthwhile to 
Keep Remembering
The Herald-Dispatch | November 14, 2023

It’s that time of year again for Marshall football. 

Saturday was the Memorial Game, the one each year 
held closest to the Nov. 14, 1970 plane crash, when the jet 
bringing Marshall back from a game earlier in the day 
at East Carolina crashed short of the runway at Tri-State 
Airport in Kenova. All 75 aboard died. 

Marshall played Georgia Southern on Saturday, and won, 
38-33, to end a five-game losing streak. Anticipated that 
outcome, since this is one game the Thundering Herd 
seldom loses. 

There’s the dinner for the family members of those who 
perished, Herd football players who lost teammates, first 
responders who did so much on that tragic night 53 years 
ago, and others. It was held Monday night in the Brad D. 
Smith Foundation Hall. Believe me, many moving stories 
are shared. 

On Friday, those people had a reception at the Keith-Albee 
and a tailgate set up at the football game. That’s where 
I met Craig Greenlee, a former teammate and featured 
speaker at the memorial service. 

Saturday was the first time I’d seen Craig since we 
completed our football days at Marshall. He delivered 
stirring remarks when he spoke at the dinner. To me, that 
message was a hint of what was to come Tuesday, when 
he addressed the crowd at the memorial service.
 
Then there’s the annual memorial service on Nov. 14 
at the Memorial Student Center. I know there were 75 
souls taken from us too early. They had so much more to 
give. Of the 75, there were Marshall athletic department 
staff, school officials and boosters; so many family and 
community leaders. 

And the 37 players and coaches. 

That’s the part that gets to me to this day. That 1970 team 
also consisted of a freshman team.

I was one of those freshmen. No travel then, no matter 
how good you were. NCAA rules. It was, get the varsity 
ready each week, cheer on Saturdays, and find time to 
squeeze in four games. 

We lost a big family, teammates and coaches we’d known 
for only four months. Coach Rick Tolley, Ted Shoebridge, 
Bobby Harris, Dave Smith, Marcelo Lajterman, Jimo 
Adams, Willie Bluford, Joe Hood, Larry Sanders, Jack 
Repasy, Artie Harris, Kevin Gilmore, the list goes on.

On a Friday, we bid them farewell and wished them good 
fortune before the buses pulled away from Gullickson Hall 
for the ride to the airport. A day later, they were gone. 

No more guys to learn from, try to beat out, cheer on, 
welcome back for an alumni reunion or seek donations 
from for the Big Green. 

My mother and father went to the game that day in 
Greenville, North Carolina. That city was about 90 minutes 
from where I grew up in Suffolk, Virginia. 

Once my mom and dad learned about the plane crash, 
they spent three days answering the phone telling people 
I was alive. Think about that. 

I’ve got a statue in my house of Marcelo Lajterman in 
kicking form wearing jersey No. 23 and the initials ML 
inscribed. It was a gift from his family back when we held 
the Marcelo Lajterman Memorial golf tournament. It 
turned into quite an event, until COVID-19 came along. 
Marcelo would have played in the NFL. Just ask Lee Corso, 
then coach at Louisville. 

On the final play of the Herd-Cardinals game in 1970, 
Lajterman attempted a 57-yard field goal, but the kick 
passed about a foot short under the crossbar. Corso was 
relieved to depart with a 16-14 win. 

Back then, I was 18 and just concerned about if we 
would continue football or not. Today, the thoughts run 
much deeper, because 50-plus years have passed. My 
perspective changed over time.
 
This year is the 50th anniversary of coach Tolley’s last 
recruiting class. I am in that group. Not many of us left. 
One day he is in my home on a visit; not long after that, 
he’s gone.

Individuals connected to those who died in the plane 
crash have formed the “75 Family Alumni Chapter.” I am 
part of that special group. The mission of this chapter is 
to respect, honor and preserve the memory of the 75 lost 
that day. 

There are so many other stories one could tell to add to 
this remarkable comeback. Actually, I have, during my 
days as a sports reporter at The Herald-Dispatch.

•	 One week after offensive lineman Jim “Jimo” Adams 
died, his daughter Patty Smith was born in Charleston. 
Smith was 30 when she learned who were her 
biological parents. She’s handled the aftermath quite 
well.

•	 Tom Raymond, today a renowned photographer from 
Virginia, worked in the SID office at East Carolina 
then and took pictures of the game that day. He 
worked on the Marshall sideline to avoid shadows. 
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Young Thundering Herd member Dave Walsh responds to questions while 
giving an oral history of his experiences as the M University 75 Family Alumni 
Chapter conducts a chapter kickoff reception on Friday, at the Keith Albee 
Performing Arts Cent downtown Huntington. 

Ryan Fischer I The Herald-Dispatch

He remembers a Herd coach in a short-sleeved white 
shirt and tie (Tolley). He remembers a sideline collision 
with Marshall receiver Jack Repasy. Jack apologized to 
Raymond, helped him up and suggested he move a 
few steps back for his safety.

•	 Paul Smith, the starting quarterback for Xavier in the 
Sept. 25, 1971 game, offered his moving review of that 
day and days after in an interview. I talked to him after 
learning from school officials during a phone call to 
Moeller High School that he was a guidance counselor 
there.

•	 Katherine O’Connor, wife of Dr. Brian O’Connor who 
was Marshall’s director of admissions at that time, 
suddenly had two young children to raise alone. The 
path her life took from that moment to now, and how 
she handled the ups and downs, is remarkable.

•	 Father Robert Scott was campus minister at Marshall 
and team chaplain for the Herd in 1970. He played 
a big role in recovery efforts. Later, when he was a 
pastor in Austin, Texas, his service on Nov. 14 included 
remarks about Marshall’s tragedy and recovery.

I was fortunate enough to get a role in the “We Are 
Marshall” movie. I play an assistant coach for Xavier. I 
can only imagine what that moment was like for Smith 
and his teammates as they walked up the ramp at 
Fairfield Stadium after that game and practice the next 
week. While filming in Atlanta, I played catch with the 
gentleman who played me in the movie. Wow. 

There’s so much more. Time marches on, and Herd players 
today quickly learn and continue to learn about those 
events - as soon as when they arrive on campus to start 
their careers. 

At his Monday meeting with the media, Marshall coach 
Charles Huff was asked if he had any final game-day 
observations. He referenced the late-game theatrics, when 
punter Matthew Basset got off a 42-yard punt that truly 
“died” at the Georgia Southern 2. The ball hit and went 
nowhere. 

The Eagles turned the ball over on downs, the Herd scored 
an insurance TD on the next snap, and that five-game skid 
was history. 

“There’s the luck of the 75. I look up and say thanks,” Huff 
remarked. 

Let the stories keep coming. They keep what the Herd 
family lost 53 years ago and what’s been achieved since so 
special. 

David Walsh was a member of the 1971 Young Thundering 
Herd that kept the Marshall football program going after 
the 1970 plane crash before going on to a sportswriting 
career with The Herald-Dispatch. Walsh is retired but 
continues to freelance for HD Media.

Dave Walsh of the Young Thundering Herd places a flower at the foundation as 
the Marshall University Memorial Fountain Ceremony takes places on Sunday, 
November 14, 2021, in Huntington. 

Ryan Fischer I The Herald-Dispatch

2023
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New Marshall 75 Family Alumni 
Chapter Kicks Off, Recording Begins 
on New Oral History Project
The Herald-Dispatch | November 11, 2023

HUNTINGTON - Marshall University’s new 75 Family 
Alumni Chapter held its first official gathering Friday, a 
Chapter Kickoff Reception in the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center in Huntington. 

The chapter also kicked off its fundraising efforts for a new 
legacy scholarship fund and recording sessions for a new 
oral history project. 

As of Friday, the chapter, which was officially formed this 
April, had 88 members, according to President Leslie 
Deese Garvis, who is the daughter of Danny Deese, one 
of the crew members who was killed in the Nov. 14, 1970, 
Marshall plane crash. 

Garvis said membership in the chapter is open to family 
members and descendants of the 75 victims of the 
crash; 1970 team members, athletics staff members and 
cheerleaders and their family members and descendants; 
1970 Southern Airways employees and their family 
members and descendants; 1970 first responders and 
their family members and descendants; 1971 team 
members, athletics staff members and cheerleaders 
and their family members and descendants; and current 
Ceredo and Kenova fire and police department members 
and their spouses. 

“Our goal is to be inclusive of the group of people ... that 
were impacted,” Garvis said. “Because we’re widespread, 
and we all live in different areas, we wanted something 
that would bring us together ... We wanted this chapter 
so that it’s inclusive of everyone, no matter where they 
live. So, some of the things that we’re doing are gonna be 
based here in Huntington, but ... we’re also doing things 
that are beyond Huntington.” 

Garvis said the oral history project will include chapter 
members and members of the public and Marshall 
University Special Collections will be the repository for the 
it. Recording sessions will be done in person and there are 
also plans to try to do some virtual recording sessions. 

“This is a way that we can make sure their memory, it 
never goes away, and one of the reasons for the chapter as 
well was to provide that consistency that no matter when 
we’re gone, no matter when all of us who remember 
them are gone, this will continue, and there will be 
future generations of all of us in the chapter, (and) the 
future generations will continue to tell their story and 
will continue to share their memories,” Garvis said. “It’s so 
important that those that you’ve lost are never forgotten.” 

One of the in-person recording sessions will be done in 
the Shawkey Dining Room of Marshall’s Memorial Student 
Center following the Memorial Fountain Ceremony on 
Tuesday, Garvis said. 

The fountain ceremony will begin at noon on the 
Memorial Student Center Plaza and will be livestreamed at 
https: / /www.marshall.edu/livestream/. 

Garvis said the 75 Family Alumni Chapter will partner 
with Marshall’s athletics department and alumni to put 
on the spring fountain ceremony and will also be a part of 
Marshall’s Community Cares and partner with Marshall’s 
other alumni chapters.
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AEP Foundation Grants Keith-Albee 
$100,000 for Restoration Project
The Herald-Dispatch | January 5, 2024

Appalachian Power’s Director of External Affairs Steven G. 
Stewart and Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center’s Board 
President Robert H. Plymale today jointly announced a 
$100,000 AEP Foundation grant to support restoration 
of the Keith-Albee theatre and expansion of the center’s 
educational programs. 

The Keith-Albee is the last fully intact atmospheric theatre 
designed by Scottish-born American architect Thomas W. 
Lamb.  For over 95½ years, the theatre been renowned for 
its architectural beauty, historical significance, and cultural 
heritage.

The Keith-Albee will use AEP Foundation funds for the 
theatre’s restoration and the expansion of educational 
programming in the community, particularly for children 
and others in underserved populations. In order to 
accomplish this, we must ensure that we have a safe, 
environment for both performers and patrons. The theatre 
has reached its limits to meet the escalating requirements 
of contemporary performances; and it needs monies to 
restore the theatre’s infrastructure in order to provide high 
quality arts and cultural opportunities for all.

“AEP is proud to be a partner in the Keith-Albee’s 
restoration,” said Stewart. This  work will preserve an 
important building from becoming an eyesore to the city, 
offer increased educational and cultural opportunities, 
and enhance community pride.” The AEP Foundation 
focuses on improving lives through education from early 
childhood through higher education.

Plymale went on to state that “While the Keith-Albee is 
a silent witness to the past era of vaudeville, it also offers 
our community clues as to what the future holds.  It is 
our intention for this restoration to serve as a driver for 
economic impact - providing jobs not only for architects, 
contractors, workers, and performing artists, but also 
supporting the local hospitality industry, attracting 
new businesses, and promoting tourism.  Without AEP 
Foundation’s generosity, we would not be able to realize 
these goals.”

For those interested in helping the Keith-Albee, contact 
Director of Development Terry Deppner Hardin at 
terrydeppner@gmail.com.

Appalachian Power’s director of external affairs Steven Stewart, left, presents a 
$100,000 grant to the Keith-Albee’s Performing Arts Center Board of Director 
President Robert Plymale and Huntington Mayor Steve Williams on Friday, Jan.5

photo by Katelyn Aluise | The Herald-Dispatch
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Brad and Alys Smith Donate 
$1,000,000 to The Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center 
April 29, 2024

Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center’s Board President 
Robert H. Plymale announced that the theatre has 
received a $1,000,000 pledge from Brad and Alys Smith for 
capital renovations.  

Plymale said that “Access to the arts plays an important 
role in a city’s quality of life and its overall cultural and 
economic health. Because most arts organizations that 
offer this important access are nonprofits, they must rely 
heavily on support from corporate donors and private 
patrons who share their vision. I believe that Brad and 
Alys Smith’s support demonstrates a commitment to 
Huntington’s quality of life.”  Plymale went on to say that 
“this type of capital investment in our area is typical of the 
Smiths’ commitment to the Appalachian area at large and 
provides an opportunity for driving economic growth for 
the City of Huntington as well as preserving an iconic and 
historic theatre.” 

The Keith-Albee is the last fully intact atmospheric theatre 
designed by Scottish-born American architect Thomas 
W. Lamb.  It opened on May 7, 1928, and took 14 months 
to construct at the cost of $2 million.  Innumerable acts 
featuring famous artists and shows have taken place on its 
stage.

“Preserving the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center is 
a key step in ensuring access to education and cultural 
experiences in Huntington,” said Alys Smith, First Lady of 
Marshall University, Co-Founder, Wing 2 Wing Foundation, 
Founder, Women Warriors Summit and Attorney. “The 
Wing 2 Wing Foundation is committed to leveling the 
playing field of opportunity throughout Appalachia, and 
we are proud to support an iconic West Virginia landmark 
that is known for promoting creative and fine arts 
throughout the region.” 

Director of Development Terry Deppner Hardin said  
“Education. Transformation. Economic Impact. Quality 
of Life. These are the words that come to my mind when 
the names Brad and Alys Smith are mentioned. They 
are visionaries whose generosity is a tribute to their 
life’s work in tackling basis structural problems at their 
source and rebuilding in a way that creates resilience 
and sustained growth. I am hopeful that this gift from 
the Smiths will spur additional donations so that we can 
complete the theatre restoration, make essential modern 
improvements, and expand educational and cultural 
programming for all.” 

The Keith-Albee Board of Directors has dedicated the Brad 
and Alys Smith Lobby and Reception Area in recognition 
of this generous gift and commitment to our community.

For those interested in helping the Keith-Albee, contact 
Director of Development Terry Deppner Hardin at 
terrydeppner@gmail.com.

Alys and Brad Smith
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Keith-Albee Theatre Awarded 
$100,000 Grant from Marathon 
Petroleum 
May 8, 2024

Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center’s Board President 
Robert H. Plymale and Marathon Petroleum Company 
(MPC), Community Relations Representative Sheila Fraley 
today jointly announced a $100,000 Marathon Petroleum 
community investment grant to support restoration of the 
Keith-Albee theatre.  

The theatre opened to the public on May 7, 1928 – nearly 
100 years ago, without accessibility necessarily in mind. 
This grant will help fund, in part, the construction of a new 
ADA-accessible seating area as well as the improvement 
of other accessibility issues that may include, but are 
not limited to, the removal of architectural barriers and 
implementation of audio and visual accommodations.  

Plymale said “The theatre has reached its limits to 
meet the escalating requirements of contemporary 
performances; and it needs funding to restore the 
theatre’s infrastructure in order to provide high quality 
arts and cultural opportunities for all. This specific 
project is part of an overall theatre renovation to make 
the building more inclusive and accessible and have the 
handicapped better enjoy their theatre experience.” 

Community Relations Representative Sheila Fraley stated 
that “At Marathon, we value the communities where we 
operate. We are fortunate to play a role in  strengthening 
those communities. We focus on contributions and 
partnerships with charitable organizations that reflect the 
priorities of our communities, align with our core values, 
amplify our sustainability strategy, and enable us to make 
a positive, measurable impact.”  Fraley further said, “MPC 

provides funding for programs that promote the resiliency 
of our shared communities including helping to address 
basic needs, supporting youth development programs, 
and creating opportunities for economic vitality.” 

Plymale said that “Once renovations are complete, it is the 
Keith-Albee’s goal to expand our programming, especially 
for children and seniors. Increasing our numbers of shows 
and events will also serve as an economic driver for the 
Huntington community by producing a multiplying 
revenue impact for downtown businesses, restaurants, 
and lodging facilities. Marathon Petroleum’s generosity 
helps us to realize this goal.” 

For those interested in helping the Keith-Albee, contact 
Director of Development Terry Deppner Hardin at 
terrydeppner@gmail.com. 

Pictured left to right > David Earl, Marine Operations Manager Jay Richert, 
Refining General Manager; Sheila Fraley, Community Relations Representative; 
Robert H. Plymale, President, Board of Directors Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center and Terry Deppner Hardin, Director of Development, Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center 
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Family with Ties to Keith-Albee 
Property Donates $150,000
Toward Restoration
The Herald-Dispatch | May 31, 2024

Mark Copen remembers running the halls of the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center when he was a child. Now, 
decades later, he and his family donated $150,000 for its 
renovation project.

Copen, his mother Berridge Copen, and son Addison 
Copen toured the Keith-Albee on Thursday after handing 
over their donation of $150,000 for its renovations to 
Director of Development Terry Deppner Hardin and 
President of Board of Directors Bob Plymale. It was the 
first time the mother and son stepped foot into the 
building in decades.

The family’s donation comes from their history with the 
property. Before it was the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center, built by Huntington businessman A.B. and S. J. 
Hyman and designed by New York architect Thomas 
W. Lamb in the 900 block of 4th Avenue, the land was 
occupied by the Zenner-Bradshaw Department Store 
and the offces of the Huntington Advertiser newspaper. 
The newspaper owned two-thirds of the property, which 
was owned by Berridge Copen’s grandfather, in the 1900s. 
When the newspaper merged with The Herald-Dispatch 
and moved to 5th Avenue, Copen’s family still owned the 
property.

In 1998, Berridge Copen donated two-thirds of the land to 
Marshall University through the JH Long Trust and at the 
same time donated the funds to buy the other third, Mark 
Copen said.

“We thought that we would make a contribution because 
we sort of have a family history with it and ... it’s a lovely 
place and something for Huntington to have,” he said.

Copen saw his first movie in the Keith-Albee — “Lone 
Ranger” on a Saturday afternoon with his dad — when he 
was younger. Berridge Copen also has fond memories of 
coming to the Keith-Albee when she was younger. One of 
her favorite parts was the Artists Series, she said.

So far, $12 million has been raised for the Keith-Albee 
renovations, Deppner Hardin said. Around $3 to $4 million 
is still needed for the project. Tax credits will complete the 
first and second phase of the three-part project.

The Keith-Albee Board of Directors has broken the project 
down in three phases. Workers are currently working on 
phases one and two, which include electrical, mechanical 
and plumbing upgrades; architectural enhancements 
to the building such as waterproofing the basement, 
renovating dressing rooms and restrooms in the 
basement; and painting the entrance, foyer and stairways 
to the mezzanine, Deppner Hardin said.

The work also includes back of house upper-level dressing 
rooms, back of house elevator and loading/ unloading area 
work and sound system updates. Work is also being done 
on seat restoration.

The third phase includes a new front of house elevator 
and work on some of the front facing parts of the theater, 
she said. The theatre will also be open and operational 
during phase three.

Deppner Hardin said she hopes to see construction 
completed by the end of next year.

“The board and I truly believe that we are asking the 
community to make an investment into this facility, but 
we also have an obligation back in terms of number of 
shows we offer and making this place available to all,” 
Deppner Hardin said.

Terry Deppner Hardin, director of development, left, stands with Addison Copen, 
Berridge Copen and Mark Copen outside entrance after delivering a $150,000 
donation to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center on Thursday, May 30, 2024
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Keith-Albee Restorations Continue
The Herald-Dispatch | June 11, 2024

Huntington’s Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center is making 
progress on an extensive $30 million restoration project.

The theater closed in December 2023 to begin the three-phase 
project estimated to reach completion at the end of 2024, with 
an aim to reopen in early 2025.

“If you can keep the vibrancy and the reality of this theater 
alive in people’s minds, I’m hoping that it will allow people to 
understand why it’s so important to Huntington,” said Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center Director of Development Terry 
Deppner Hardin.

The Keith-Albee opened on May 7, 1928, as a vaudeville theatre, 
and is now the only fully intact atmospheric theatre designed 
by Scottish-born architect Thomas Lamb.

In the 96 years since, the Keith-Albee has seen performances by 
Taylor Swift, Tony Bennet, Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons, 
John Legend, Smokey Robinson, Liza Minnelli, comedian John 
Mulaney and a number of touring Broadway productions.

Though its doors are currently closed, the theater is still filled 
with a different kind of music as construction crews tackle the 
plan to restore the building.

Phases 1 and 2 of the project are currently underway and 
include waterproofing, electrical and sprinkler service, 
dressing room renovations, handicapped seating and painting 
throughout the lobby and auditorium.

EverGreene Architectural Arts, the largest specialty contractor 
in the U.S. focused on the preservation of historic buildings, 
has taken on the painting portion of the project, overseen by 
Project Superintendent Chris Reeder.

Reeder’s team cleans and repairs any damaged plaster or faded 
paint, restoring the theatre to its original luster while ensuring 
the original artwork stays intact.

“The whole goal here is not to give it a brand new paint job. 
They don’t want it looking so commercial. It’s atmospheric. 
They want it to appear to be outside, tarnished, weathered — 
so we’re punching it up without making it look brand new,” 
Reeder said.

As part of the Downtown Huntington Historic District on the 
National Register of Historic Places, the nostalgic feeling of the 
Keith-Albee is being maintained even as it is updated. Historic 
Consultant Michael Gioulis advises all the decision making, 
Deppner Hardin said.

When it comes to sourcing the materials for this kind of 
restoration, “You just have to find the right companies to do it,” 
Deppner Hardin said.

Axminster Carpets produced a new carpet in the original 
pattern for the stairs, mezzanine and balcony areas of the 
theatre.

Neighborgall Construction serves as the construction manager 
of the project, helping to stage each element of the renovation.

Investigatory construction work was necessary to determine 
the most effcient way to accomplish the goals of the 
restoration, Deppner Hardin said.

Gathering information about the project helped Deppner 
Hardin to develop a strategic fundraising plan.

While half of the funds will come from federal and state tax 
credits, the other half of the funding must be raised through 
donations and grants, which so far total about $12 million. 
Deppner Hardin said the Keith-Albee still needs to raise about 
$3 million to $4 million.

“We are asking the community to donate a lot to this theatre. 
We have a responsibility — and Gary (Cooper, director of 
building operations) and Bob (Plymale, president of the Keith-
Albee board of directors) and I feel this way — that we have a 
responsibility back to the community to make this accessible, 
to make the programming diversified and to contribute to the 
overall economic health of the city,” Deppner Hardin said.

As the interior of the building is updated, Deppner Hardin, 
Cooper and others will work to plan events for after the 
theater’s reopening, such as film festivals for seniors and 
programming for children.

Before outreach programs can begin, focus is maintained on 
restoring the grandeur inside the theater.

“Everything when you walk in off the street, from outside to 
all the way to the stage area, will look just like the day it did in 
1928,” Cooper said.

As the Keith-Albee’s 100 year anniversary approaches, Keith-
Albee staff and construction crews work to consider the 
experience of the generations that have admired the theater’s 
twinkling ceiling and ornate golden proscenium.

“I really do love this theatre,” Deppner Hardin said. “It is a slice of 
Huntington history.”

Building manager Gary Cooper points to chipped plaster being repaired by the 
restoration workers on Tuesday, July 9, 2024 the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center in downtown Huntington.

photos by Ryan Fischer | The Herald-Dispatch



227

         | OVER THE YEARS2024


