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1. What specific actions, skills, and traits does the nominee portray 
that show the life and virtue of late President Manuel Luis Quezon? 

President Manuel Luis Quezon had been an eloquent ambassador of 
goodwill as well as an exponent and symbol of Filipino excellence to the 
international community, commanding respect and from both Filipinos 
and non-Filipinos alike. This has been true about Nilo Alcala. In his travels 
around for performances, world premieres of compositions, guest lectures, 
etc., he has used his unique compositional skill as well as diplomatic and 
amiable character, and eloquent speech to create international bridges. 
He has brought honor the Philippines by winning international awards, 
showcasing his indigenous-Filipino-inspired works, and showing 

competence as a resource 
speaker in international music 
conferences and conventions. 
He has made a number of 
international collaborations 
thus fostering continued 
friendships in the 
international community. 
 

His main “export” is his 
musical excellence, as 
evidenced by being 
commissioned by various 
entities, including the 
Grammy-winner Los Angeles 
Master Chorale, the San 
Bernardino Symphony 
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Orchestra in California, the 
Filipino-American Symphony 
Orchestra in Los Angeles, 
and many more. He 
demonstrated eloquence as 
resource speaker in several 
international conferences 
including CHORUS 
AMERICA (a National 
conference for professional 
choirs in the USA) as well as 
a featured composer in a 
number of  American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) National 
Conferences in the USA and Society of Composers. Inc Regional 
Conference at Syracuse University in  New York. 

A pride of Lucena, he is the first member and and composer in residence 
of the world-renowned Philippine Madrigal Singers from this city in 
Quezon Province. He has traveled with the group to about 15 countries 

and served as cultural 
ambassador in each of his travels. 

Alcala as part of the Philippine Madrigal Singers, on tour in Europe in 2006

Alcala is guest speaker at Society of Composers, Inc in New York
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2. In connection to question 1, is it beneficial to the well-being and 
general good of society? How?  

In today’s world where division, international conflict, and war  are 
prevalent, diplomacy and cultural exports showcasing excellence and 
fostering international relations are of UTMOST importance. Cultural 
ambassadors like Nilo Alcala help create and maintain friendly ties to the 
international community.  
 

Locally, the excellence he brings internationally stirs up national pride 
and  inspires Filipinos, especially the younger generation of future artists 
and leaders.  Nilo Alcala also uses his talent, skills, and education to 
empower the youth of Quezon. (See answer to question #3) 

Alcala as featured composer at the Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles, USA
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3. Is the Nominee able to use the training and conference that he 
attended to help his community? How?  

Having been educated in 
foremost educational 
institutions locally and 
internationally (UPLB, UP 
Diliman, Syracuse University in 
New York) - Nilo Alcala has 
returned to his hometown to 
give back and pay it forward. 
He has conducted music 
workshops (choral workshops, vocal workshop, songwriting workshops) 
for aspiring young musicians all over Quezon Province and within the 
country. 

Alcala was resource person for 
Quezon Provincial Tourism 
Office’s Orange Tourism 
Festival 2024 in the field of 
music. Singer-songwriters from 
all over Quezon attended his 
workshop entitled “AM + PM 
= Awiting Malikhain + 
Pagkantang Masining”. 

Also also lends 
h i s ve ry ab le 
singing voice to 

local events including fundraising causes and 
other notable community gatherings. 

Alcala conducting a music workshop

Alcala performing in “Pamanang Quezonian”  
of the Quezon Tourism Office
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Some of his compositions have served as anthems of notable 
organizations locally (in Quezon) and nationally/internationally), and have 
inspired its members by embodying the spirit of these communities in 
song:  

1) TAYO ANG UGAT (2024) 
The Original UGAT Lucena Association Inc. 
2) WOMEN TOUCHING LIVES (2022) 
Soroptimist International Lucena 
3) STRONGER SIDE BY SIDE (2022) 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce, (Philippines) Inc. 
4) WE SERVE TO CHANGE LIVES (2021) 
Rotary International Theme Song 2021 

Committed to giving back, Nilo Alcala partnered with Rotary Club 
University District (RCUD) of Quezon City and held a fund raising online 
concert, together with his friends in the 
entertainment industry, to fund the Rotary 
Club University District-Nilo Alcala Arts 
Scholarship or RCUD-NAAS . The 
proceeds were used for THE GYM 
Program of the University of the 
Philippines Diliman College of Music, a 
pre-college course for highly talented 
high school musicians.  
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4. Does the Nominee continue to embody and exercise the awards and 
recognition he/she has received? How?  

As recipient of Natatanging Lucenahin 2021 award in the field of Music 
Composition and Performing Arts, Alcala continues to be an active 
composer, performer, and cultural ambassador to this day, upholding 
excellence in every endeavor.  His recent world premieres include a multi-
movement piece entitled “dabda” for flute and piano, premiered in New 
York in November of 2023 by Norman Menzales and Haeyeun Jeun for the 
Sampaguita Project. Another more recent premiere world premiere, also 
held in New York was a piece for soprano, violin, viola, and cello entitle 
“All the Beauty We Behold”, with text written by the composer himself. 
This was commissioned by the RiverArts Chamber Music Festival. As a 
Natatanging Lucenahin, he continues to pay it forward by being involved 
in fund raising projects (see RCUD-NAAS in question #3).  

Alcala is the FIRST Philippine-born musician to be featured in Musical 
America Worldwide. It is the oldest American magazine on classical 
music, first appearing in 1898 in print and in 1999 online. Being 
recognized by this magazine as a musician of high caliber, Alcala 
continues to create world-class compositions. He has composed winning 
competition pieces for almost every choral ensemble who has competed 
abroad and won top prizes. 

- Philippine Madrigal Singers 
- UP Singing Ambassadors 
- Imusicapella 
- UPLB Choral Ensemble 
- Kammerchor Manila 
- AUP Singing Ambassadors  
- and many more!  

This has earned him a citation at the ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PHILIPPINE 
ART of the Cultural Center of the Philippines. 



 of 18 23

Three of Alcala’s compositions made way for Filipino ensembles to win 
prestigious international prizes: The Philippine Madrigal Singers 
performed his “Dayo Dayo Kupita” and won grand prize at the Florilege 
Vocal du Tours (France); also “Kaisa-isa Niyan” at the   European Grand 
Prix for Choral Singing (Italy) (the most prestigious annual international 
competition). Likewise, the Adventist University of the Philippines 
Ambassadors sang “Bagbagto” and won Choir of the World and the 
Luciano Pavarotti Trophy at the Llangollen International Musical 
Eisteddfod (Wales). These works integrate musical material from 
indigenous Philippine culture. 

A constant goodwill ambassador, Alcala is Philippine representative to 
several international music events: ASIA Traditional Music Workshop in 
Seoul organized by the Korean Ministry of Culture (2012, 2013, 2014); 
The first Asia-Europe Foundation I’mPULSE International Music Camp in 
Manila; and the Asian Composers League Festival in Tel Aviv. 

Alcala indeed continues to embody and exercise the spirit of excellence as 
recognized in him by various award giving bodies. 

https://goo.gl/CZcuHK
https://goo.gl/nRClm5
https://goo.gl/Y1g1RJ
http://www.asef.org
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5. Does the Nominee's involvement in an organization have an impact 
on his character as a Quezonian? How?  

“Pakikipagkapwa” and the attitude of paying it forward are true 
Quezonian  traits. Alcala’s partnership with Rotary Club University District 
(RCUD) of Quezon City to help  fund  THE GYM Program of the UP 
College of Music (see answer to question #3) attests to this. 

Alcala’s drive to educate the youth and bring to light social issues is 
highlighted in his involvement with KATAGA-Lucena —  Quezon Province’ 
foremost theater group. Together with the group, they staged a musical 
version of the well known socio-political themed play Ang Paglilitis ni 
Mang Serapio, bringing societal issues to the forefront and educating 
students from all over Quezon. The theater group staged 6 full-packed 
shows attended by various schools from all over the province! 

Alcala ’s other organizational involvement includes the University of the 
Philippines Alumni Association - Quezon (UPAAQ), as well as former 
member and resident composer of the renowned Philippine Madrigal 
Singers.  In each of these organizations, Alcala demonstrates virtues of a 
true Quezonian — excellence, integrity, initiative, leadership. 

Alcala as “Tagapaglitis 1” in KATAGA-Lucena’s “Ang Paglilitis ni Mang Serapio
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Nilo is the First Lucenahin to become a member of the world renowned 
Philippine Madrigal Singers. Lucenahin musicians, especially choristers, 
would testify about Nilo Alcala’s inspiration, influence, and expertise in 
the choral arts. Nilo has brought the musical expertise he has honed 
abroad back into Quezon Province by holding workshops. Among these 
workshops was for the acclaimed Lucena-based choir Anima Christi 
Chorale. As a composer he has also shared his expertise in composition 
workshops including the Philippine Choral Directors Association 
National Conference held in Cagayan de Oro in 2012, and also a choral 
writing workshop for The Philippine Madrigal Singers’ MADZ Music 
Studio in Quezon City in 2017. 
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6. During the nominee's residency in Quezon, cite concrete examples 
with dates, places, and events of how the nominee displayed and 
embodied late President Manuel Luis Quezon's life and virtues in any 
or all the following:  

Loyalty to the country,  
Asian Journal names Philippine-born composer NILO ALCALA as a 
cultural emissary.  Internationally renowned especially for his virtuosic 
choral works, Alcala, like Quezon has always been passionate about 
shining a spotlight  on the Filipino. Alcala incorporates Philippine 
indigenous cultures in his compositions, and presenting them to the world.  
A former member and composer-in-residence of UNESCO Artist for 
PEACE Philippine Madrigal Singers, his works have been performed all 
over Asia, Europe, Africa, and the Americas by the said group, as well as 
several other notable ensembles and individuals.  

His 23-minute choral work entitled Manga Pakalagian (Ceremonies) 
integrates authentic Maguindanaon themes on the kulintang ensemble 
(played by the Filipino 
instrumental ensemble 
SUBLA) into the western 
choral idiom. Leading this 
instrumental ensemble is 
the late kulintang Master 
D a n o n g a n “ D a n n y ”
Kalanduyan, an authentic 
kulintang virtuoso from 
M a g u i n d a n a o a n d a 
r e c i p i e n t o f t h e 
p res t ig ious Nat iona l 
Endowment for the Arts  (NEA) National Heritage Fellowship.   Alcala’s 
oeuvre has made possible for two cultures from opposite sides of the 
globe to share a major world stage, and highlight Filipino culture at the 
same time. 

http://asianjournal.com/aj-magazines/nilo-alcala-an-emissary-for-music/
http://asianjournal.com/aj-magazines/nilo-alcala-an-emissary-for-music/
http://www.philippinemadrigalsingers.com
http://www.niloalcala.com/updates/made-in-la-concertmanga-pakalagian-world-premiere
https://www.arts.gov/honors/heritage/fellows/danongan-kalanduyan
https://www.arts.gov/honors/heritage/fellows/danongan-kalanduyan
https://www.arts.gov/honors/heritage/fellows/danongan-kalanduyan
https://www.arts.gov/honors/heritage/fellows/danongan-kalanduyan
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Patriotism and Heroism,  
As a talented musician, it would have been “easier” for Nilo to merely 
focus on the widely-accepted, Western-influenced, commercial pop music. 
It is indeed more lucrative to pursue “radio-friendly” pop tunes. Yet Nilo 
chose to be true to his own artistic vision and to promote our National 
identity by focusing on indigenous Filipino material and highlighting 
them in his compositions for choirs, orchestras, and other ensembles. 
Because of the virtuosic nature of his compositions, very notable is his 
growing contribution to the repertoire of competition pieces of Filipino 
ensembles that are winning competitions locally and internationally.  

Alcala not only uses his talents to bring honor to his country, he also taps 
them to help his fellowmen, mobilize others to join him, and foster 
goodwill and inspiration among others. Alcala is active in performing in 
and organizing several fundraising events/concerts, including efforts for 
Filipino survivors of Ketsana/Ondoy (2009) and for Haiyan/Yolanda 
(2013).   

Yet more notable is Alcala’ heroism for his own family. A devoted son, 
Nilo left a flourishing career in Los Angeles, California early 2020 to be a 
devoted caregiver of his late Mother, Reggie, who at the time was 
battling pancreatic cancer. This devotion to family was inspiring to many 
who witnessed their family’s journey. Nilo stayed with her as a devoted 
caregiver till the very end. Despite his Mom’s illness, everyone could see 
that her last few months were filled with joy and music, largely due part to 
the care and love Nilo has lavished upon her. She was a happy woman 
when she passed in January of 2021. In his Mom’s passing, Nilo has 
turned, naturally, to creating music to honor his mother’s memory by 
composing music with texts and poems she has left with them.  

Obedience to the law /  Honesty and Truthfulness, 
Alcala is an upstanding citizen of Lucena. He has no record of any felony or 
wrong doing. He upholds Christian values  

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151723682142353&set=oa.1435074553383310&type=3&theater
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Commitment to social justice.  
As a young local performer in the early 90s, Nilo has advocated through 
the arts against drug abuse. Together with his vocalists friends, Nilo has 
inspired his fellow youth as featured vocalists of Teatro Barkada - a youth 
performing arts group founded by the late Lucena City councilor Hon. 
Lenny Papa, which mainly advocated against illegal drug abuse and 
promoted arts among the youth.  
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Winner:
The American Prize in Composition, 2019

 

if viewing on a computer,  click image for online link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PjdSpXGAbD0
http://theamericanprize.blogspot.com/2019/07/winners-composers-major-choral-works.html
http://theamericanprize.blogspot.com/2019/07/winners-composers-major-choral-works.html
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https://www.goodnewspilipinas.com/filipino-american-composer-nilo-alcala-wins-coveted-american-prize-music-competition/
https://www.rappler.com/life-and-style/arts-and-culture/235301-nilo-alcala-winner-american-prize-composition-2019
http://www.catanduanestribune.com/article/42BO
https://www.rappler.com/life-and-style/arts-and-culture/235301-nilo-alcala-winner-american-prize-composition-2019


The FIRST Philippine-born 
composer to be awarded 
the prestigious 
COPLAND HOUSE 
Residency Award
2016-2017

Selected 
from nearly 
100 applicants 
from 25 States

if viewing on a computer,  click image for online link to press release online

http://www.coplandhouse.org/media/2016-residency-awards-announcement.pdf


http://www.coplandhouse.org/composers/copland-house-residency-awards/


I cannot express enough how grateful I am for the rare privilege 
and opportunity of staying at COPLAND HOUSE for a 5-week 
residency in the Fall of 2017. Being the first Philippine-born 
composer to receive this award makes this residency even more 
special for me! The rich history of the house and the palpable 
inspiration I have sensed and experienced while there truly 
brought about sheer productivity, motivation, focus, and 
creativity from within me. I can only surmise that Aaron 
Copland’s life was the ideal composer’s life — and I had a 
glimpse of that kind of life during my stay. The Copland House 
Residency gives meaning and reality to a “composer’s utopia”. 
Everything about it was just perfect and I will carry that 
experience wherever I go. !
While I was still a composition undergraduate student, Aaron 
Copland for me was this towering music figure that I only 
encountered in books and whose music I only get to hear in 
concerts and recordings! But getting to stay alone at his 
Cortlandt Manor house was such a unique peek into the human 
being that he was, and the house that he lived in for the last 30 
years of his life. In my growing discovery about him during the 
residency (through the books, videos, and memorabilia in the 
house), his generous spirit was what stood out for me and 
made a huge impact. Copland, loved to pay his success 
forward to other emerging composers in the country. He was a 
champion of new music and the younger generation, making 
sure of the creation of new works by the younger ones, and 
providing and supporting opportunities for the performances 
of these works. He was also a mentor to many. These ideals of 
paying forward, as well as raising and making an impact on the 
next generation of composers are among his legacies which I 
hope to also attain in the future as a result of that residency. !

NILO ALCALA 
2016-2017  Copland House Residency Award Recipient
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https://mailchi.mp/b464546d43d0/e-letter-from-home-2611403?e=e35a40cd94


The FIRST Philippine-born composer 
to be commissioned and premiered by

the GRAMMY-nominated
LOS ANGELES MASTER CHORALE
at the renowned Walt Disney Concert Hall

https://entertainment.inquirer.net/181591/grammy-nominated-chorale-to-premiere-up-alumnuscomposition








In partnership the Rotary Club University District (RCUD) in Quezon City Philippines, 
Nilo established the RCUD-Nilo Alcala Arts Scholarship in 2022. Through fund raising 
concerts RCUD-NAAS is able to support The Gifted Young Musicians Program of the 
University of the Philippines College of Music. 

https://www.facebook.com/RCUDQC/posts/pfbid08ArZ15BHygiK9mXw3icgczAGHQuzsiqzxSLHnc1RvEY6cJHDMweawnDLE1UHKWoDl


 
(Far Right) Composer-Mentor Nilo Alcala with student composers of the 
LISTENING TO THE FUTURE program in Pasadena, CA. Far left, Jeffrey 
Bernstein, Artistic Director of Pasadena Chorale



Featured composer and keynote speaker at the SCI Region II Conference, November 2022



 

ANI NG DANGAL 2020 
Malacañan Palace

Awarded by the Office of the Philippine President to Artists with International Accomplishments
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https://lamasterchorale.org/season-announcement?fbclid=IwAR1vA3MuHcev9R_WS9AMFceV9TDri6eYbzoHCc4kC4XmAv074jXJO6buPQc


https://lamasterchorale.org/season-announcement?fbclid=IwAR1vA3MuHcev9R_WS9AMFceV9TDri6eYbzoHCc4kC4XmAv074jXJO6buPQc


if viewing on a computer, click images for online link to VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9EKY2LQLxI


WINNER:
IGNITE Composition Competition
of C4: the Choral Composer/Conductor Collective
New York City

http://www.c4ensemble.org/june-2018-concerts.html


if viewing on a computer, click image for online link to webpage

http://www.apple.com
http://www.asiancomposersleague.com/resources/awards
http://www.asiancomposersleague.com/resources/awards


2nd Place 
Asian Composers League

Young Composer 
Award

(Tel Aviv, Israel) 2004

if viewing on a computer, click image for online link to articles

https://www.philstar.com/other-sections/starweek-magazine/2004/11/07/266790/playing-silver-tune
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NILO ALCALA  
Quezon Medalya Ng Karangalan  
Attached Page To Nomination Form # 
_________________________________________________________________ 

A. Relevant Trainings, Conferences, etc 

CONDUCTED (Selected) 

“AM + PM = Awiting Malikhain + 
Pagkantang Masining” a 
workshop for singer-songwriters of 
Quezon Province

QUEZON TOURISM OFFICE 
for the Orange Tourism 
Festival 
Lucena City

2024

Vocal-Choral Workshop Diocese of Novaliches 
Novaliches, QC

2024

Featured Composer, Guest 
speaker, “Wilma Machover 
Residency and Commission”

Hoff Barthelson Music School, 
in cooperation with 
COPLAND HOUSE 
New York, USA 

2023

Keynote Speaker, Featured 
Comopser, Regional Conference

Society for Composers, Inc 
Syracuse, New York 
USA

2022

Resource Speaker Chorus America National 
Conference 
Los Angeles, CA  
USA

2017
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ATTENDED (Selected) 

Featured Composer in “Meet the 
Composer” 

American Choral Directors 
Association, Western Division 
Regional Conference 
Pasadena, CA 
USA

2017

Choral Composition and 
arranging workshop

MADZ Music Studio of the 
Philippine Madrigal Singers  
Eastwood, QC

2016

Vocal-Choral Workshop Anima Christ Chorale  
(Joel Boragay, Conductor) 
Lucena City

2013

Choral Composition and 
arranging workshop

Philippine Choral Directors 
Association 
Cagayan de Oro

2012

Asia Traditional Dance and Music 
Workshop,  
Filipino Composer Representative 
(of the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines)

The Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism  
Seoul, South Korea

2014

Asia Traditional Dance and Music 
Workshop,  
Filipino Composer Representative 
(of the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines)

The Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism  
Seoul, South Korea

2013
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Asia Traditional Dance and Music 
Workshop,  
Filipino Composer Representative 
(of the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines)

The Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism  
Seoul, South Korea

2012

I’mPulse Music Camp,  
Filipino Composer Representative 
(of the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines)

Asia Europe Music Camp 
(ASEF) 
Manila, Philippines

2005

ACL Festival 
Filipino Composer Representative

Asian Composers League 
(ACL) Festival 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, Israel

2004
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B. Relevant Awards/Recognitions and Citation 

Cited in the ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
PHILIPPINE ART (as composer, 
arranger, singer) 
(National)

Cultural Center of the 
Philippines 
(Manila, Philippines)

2023

NATATANGING LUCENAHIN - 
Music Composition and 
Performance

Lucena Council for Culture 
and Arts (LCCA), & Office of 
the City Mayor 
(Lucena, Philippines)

2021

ANI NG DANGAL 2020 
(National)

Office of the Philippine 
President, & National 
Commission for Culture and 
the Art (NCCA),  
(Manila, Philippines)

2020

THE AMERICAN PRIZE 
Composition, Professional Division, 
Large Work Category  
(International) 

THE AMERICAN PRIZE, 
(USA)

2019

2nd Prize, IGNITE Commissioning 
Competition  
(International)

C4: Contemporary 
Composer/Conductor 
Collective,  
(New York, USA)

2018

Musical America Worldwide, 
New Artist of the Month - first 
Filipino to be featured

Musical America 
USA

2018

COPLAND HOUSE Residency 
Award 
(International) - first Filipino receive 
the award

COPLAND HOUSE 
(New York, USA)

2017
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Irene Crocker Music Award Syracuse University 
(New York, USA)

2009

POLYPHONOS Young Composer 
Award 
(International) - first Filipino to be 
awarded

The ESOTERICS 
(Seattle, USA) 

2009

Asian Cultural Council Grant 
(International)

Asian Cultural Council  
(New York, USA)

2008

Billy Joel Fellowship Award 
(International) - first Filipino to be 
awarded

International musician Billy 
Joel, & Syracuse University

2007

GAWAD TSANSELOR 
Natatanging Magaaral

University of the Philippines 
Diliman

2007

Nominee, AWIT AWARDS Best 
Vocal Arrangement  
(National)

AWIT AWARDS of the 
Philippine Association of the 
Record Industry (PARI)

2007

ANI NG DANGAL 2004 
(National)

Office of the Philippine 
President, & National 
Commission for Culture and 
the Art (NCCA),  
(Manila, Philippines)

2004

Best Movie Theme Song 
(National)

34th Metro Manila FIlm 
Festival

2004

2nd Prize Asian Composers 
League Young  Composer Award

Asian Composers League 2004
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C. Scholarly Works  
The equivalent to research and published works for composers is the 
catalogue of creative output. The following are only selected works in 
Alcala’s extensive catalogue as performed by various ensembles (Filipino 
and foreign) 

Notable World Premieres And Performances of Works: 

“The Magi’s Journey” - San Bernardino Symphony Orchestra - a 
concert featuring David Archuleta. San Bernardino, California, 2018 

“The Magi’s Journey” - UP Symphony Orchestra, Quezon City 2019 

“Tiptipa Kemmakem” - Los Angeles Master Chorale High School 
Festival 2016 or 2017 

“Gloria” - World Youth Choir - a yearly auditioned choir of almost 60 
singers from around 30 countries. Beijing, China 2018 

“Dogalen A Mabaso -World Youth Choir - World Choral Expo 
Portugal, 2019 “ 

“Prisms and Windows” - Aleron, World Choral Symposium 
Barcelona, Spain  

“Kaisa-isa Niyan” - Aleron, World Choral Symposium, Barcelona, 
Spain  

“Dancing Delusions” - Asia-Europe Music Camp, Manila 2005 

“Dancing Delusions” - South Dakota Symphony Orchestra, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota 2019  

“Kaisa-isa Niyan” - Ansan City Chorale, South Korea 
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“Ceremonial Burning” for choir and percussion, Philippine Madrigal 
Singers “Premieres” concert. Cultural Center of the Philippines 2013 

“Dogalen A Mabaso” - Raffles Chorale, Singapore 

“Papanok A Lakitan” Anglo Chinese Junior College Choir, 
Singapore 

More Performances of Creative Output: 

“Dayo Dayo Kupita” - performed by the Philippine Madrigal Singers 
at the Florilege Vocal de Tours, France. The ensemble won top prize 
“Gran Prix de la Ville de Tours” (2006) 

“Kaisa-isa Niyan” - performed by the Philippine Madrigal Singers, 
winning the European Grand Prix for Choral Singing in Arezzo, Italy 
(2007) 

“Bagbagto” - performed by the Adventist University of the 
Philippines Ambassadors , winning the title Choir of the World at the 
Llangollen Eisteddfod, United Kingdom (2011) 

“Dayo Dayo Kupita” performed by Imusicapella at the Florilège 
Vocal de Tours, France, winning the GRAND PRIX Prix de la Ville de 
Tours, as well as 1st prize – Vocal Ensembles Category 

“Dayo Dayo Kupita” - Imusicapella at the Bela Bartok 28th 
International Choir Competition on and Folklore Festival, 1st Prize, 
Chamber Choirs Category Debrecen, Hungary 

 “Arimaonga” performed by the The Philippine Meistersingers 
39th International May Choir Competition Prof. Georgi Dimitrov 
2018 VARNA, Bulgaria 1st Prize, Chamber Choir Category 
3rd Prize, Mixed Choir Category 
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“Dogalen A Mabaso” 
University of the East Chorale 
11th Orientale Concentus International Choral Festival, Singapore 
GRAND PRIX, Category Winner Special Award for Programming 

“Adao Mamayog Aken” (commissioned work, 2017)  
Miriam College High School Glee Club 
World Choir Games, Tschwane, South Africa 
Gold, Youth Choirs of Equal Voices 
Silver, Folklore Acapella 

“Dayo Dayo Kupita” (string orchestra version, 2017)  
Manila Symphony Junior Orchestra, Summa Cum Laude International 
Youth Music Fes6val 1st Place, String Orchestra Category 

“Kaisa-isa Niyan” - Kammerchor Manila. Torrevieja, Spain 

“Kaisa-isa Niyan” - Kammerchor Manila. Jeju International Choral 
Festival and Symposium. South Korea, 2018 

“Tuntun Balagon” UPLB Choral Ensemble 
First Prize Winner, 16th International Chamber Choir Competition 
Marktoberdorf Marktoberdorf, Germany 

“Tuntun Balagon” UPLB Choral Ensemble - winner Champion 
“Canterode Interna6onal Choral Compe66on Kerkrade Netherlands 
2019 

“Tuntun Balagon” UPLB Choral Ensemble Asia Choral, wining the 
first Asia Choral Grand Prix. Cultural Center of the Philippines 

“Arimaonga” - UP Singing Ambassadors European Tour, 2012 
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“Awit ng Pag-alala” - UP Singing Ambassadors 
European Grand Prix for Choral Singing, Arezzo, Italy 2019 

“Sagayan, from Manga Pakalagian” - Philippine Madrigal Singers 
European Grand Prix for Choral Singing, Arezzo, Italy 2017 

“Bagong Umaga” - official contest piece NAMCYA, commissioned 
2005  

“Tiptipa Kemmakem” - official contest piece, NAMCYA 2015 
Cultural Center of the Philippines 

“Papedsalamat, from Manga Pakalagian” - Ateneo Chamber 
Singers, Tolosa International Choral Competition. Tolosa, Spain 2018 

“SukSuk Fegesuk” - Vox Viri - World Choir Games Atlanta, USA 
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D. Civic, Professional, Fraternal, Religious, Business Organizations and 
Affiliations 

Philippine Madrigal Singers member (tenor), 
composer-in-residence

2003 - 2007

Philippine Madrigal Singers contributing composer/
arranger

2007-
present

Asian Composers League member composer 2004 - 
present

Broadcast Music, Inc (BMI) 
(performance rights organization) 
(New York, USA)

member composer 2011 - 
present

American Choral Directors 
Association

member 2015 - 2017
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E. Government Service/Partnership 

Alcala was representative of the Cultural Center of the Philippines to the 
following (highlighted in section A of workshops attended) 

Alcala was resource person (workshop facilitator) for the Orange Tourism 
Festival of the Quezon Tourism Office: 

 

Asia Traditional Dance and Music 
Workshop, 

The Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism  
Seoul, South Korea

2014

Asia Traditional Dance and Music 
Workshop,  

The Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism  
Seoul, South Korea

2013

Asia Traditional Dance and Music 
Workshop,  

The Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism  
Seoul, South Korea

2012

I’mPulse Music Camp,  Asia Europe Music Camp 
(ASEF) 
Manila, Philippines

2005

“AM + PM = Awiting Malikhain + 
Pagkantang Masining” a 
workshop for singer-songwriters of 
Quezon Province

QUEZON TOURISM OFFICE 
for the Orange Tourism 
Festival 
Lucena City

2024


