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It is with immense pride and profound 

excitement that I offer my wholehearted 

endorsement for the extraordinary book, "Iconic 

Pinoy Maharlika: Celebrating the Global Filipino 

Achievers." This remarkable publication 

artistically compiled the journey stories of 

Global Filipino Achievers and beautifully 

portrays the essence of our Filipino culture, 

showcasing the ingenuity, work ethics, and 

unwavering spirit of my co-Filipinos who have 

excelled worldwide on their chosen careers and crafts.

As a brand ambassador, I have had the privilege of witnessing the remarkable 

talents and accomplishments of fellow Filipinos across various industries and 

nations. The journey stories shared within this book serve as a testament to 

our collective excellence, resilience, and unwavering dedication to our craft.

"Iconic Pinoy Maharlika" is a testament to the unwavering spirit of patriotism 

that runs through our veins. It encapsulates the stories of all Filipino Achievers 

who have not only brought honor to our nation but have also become global 

inspirations. This book celebrates our rich cultural heritage, emphasizing the 

a people.

Through the pages of this book, readers will be captivated by the remarkable 

journeys of these Global Filipino Achievers. Their stories serve as a testament 

to the heights we can reach when we embrace our heritage, nurture our 

talents, and pursue our dreams with unwavering determination. I commend 

the co-authors, curators, publishers, sponsors and contributors of "Iconic 

Pinoy Maharlika" for their dedication and tireless efforts in bringing this book to 

fruition. The commitment to showcasing the achievements and contributions 

of my co-Filipino achievers is a testament to our passion in promoting our 

culture and inspiring future generations.

In endorsing "Iconic Pinoy Maharlika: Celebrating the Global Filipino Achievers," 

I wholeheartedly recommend this book as a source of inspiration for every 

Filipino, young and old. May it serve as a reminder of our collective potential, 

instilling a sense of pride and fueling our determination to carry on the legacy 

of excellence set by all Global Filipino Achievers who are continuously thriving 

in all parts of world.

Together, let us celebrate our culture, embrace our ingenuity, and continue to 

shine as the “Maharlikas of the Century”.

Mabuhay tayong mga PILIPINO, Mabuhay ang PILIPINAS!!!!

OWEN SP SANCHEZ

ICONIC PINOY MAHARLIKA

Brand Ambassador

FOREWORD



Once again, I would like to thank all the Community members for giving me this opportunity to 

work on this wonderful project, not to miss the long waiting and calls but it all ending in great 

meetings and hospitality. “It’s a usual line ... but thats true”

Each person and their family in a class of their own, there is lot to see, lot to learn and lot to write 

about them. Many we missed to meet yet felt the aura and grace while working on the designs.  

Like always I say.... Initially seemed like a daunting task, but when I started all I had a vision which 

was supported by some great team ...  also I want to thank all the members in this journey, who 

not only stood by me also encouraged me  to continue the work on this Coffee Table Book, they 

constantly were guiding me all through to make this book a memorable one as each had a great 

source of content. Rest I’m sure the details of the book will explain.

On a personal note - many of the Icons are so different and motivating that I would like to visit their 

given by my mother. I also would like to thank my boss Teena Bhargava.

So let’s meet over a drink... Though I prefer Tea :)

Vikas Bhargava

Author / Publisher / Creative Cook of the Book
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A Short History
Philippines, island country of Southeast Asia in the western 



Interesting facts 
• There are 7,641 islands. ...

Historical values: The earliest known hominin remains in the Philippines is 
the fossil discovered in 2007 in the Callao Caves in Cagayan. The 

then the earliest known set of human remains in the archipelago.
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Gender name 

Maharlika?
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Economy 

Blessed Love 
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opportunities for the community
Providing

AGNES P. MIRANDA -  Businesswoman and philanthropist

HCP Agnes P. Miranda of Toronto ON Canada, is 

an accomplished businesswoman and a strong 

supporter of the Filipino Community since she 

migrated to Canada in 1966. Agnes is the current 

President of the Philippine Independence Day 

umbrella organization mainly tasked with the 

Philippine Independence Day celebrations bring 

together the fourth largest minority group in 

Canada. 

Maharlika of the Decade
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She is also a Senior Executive Vice Chairman and 

Co-Founder of World Financial Group Canada 

and a recipient of the WFG Pioneer Award for her 

substantial contribution to the growth of WFG 

Canada advocating Financial Literacy and 

Education not only among Filipino-Canadian but 

also globally. 

Being extremely passionate about her advocacy of 

helping the community here and abroad, she 

continuously bridges and provides opportunities 

for Filipino-Canadian to promote and embrace 

Filipino Culture through her community 

programs, fundraising events and charity works 

that helped calamity victims in the Philippines and 
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She became a true inspiration to the 

community and have garnered numerous 

recognition in both of her business building 

expertise and mentorship and her 

humanitarian deeds. Some of her most notable 

recognitions are: 

- 2012, HCP Agnes Miranda was awarded by 

the Philippine Independence Day Council as 

business. 

- 2015, HCP Agnes Miranda was awarded one 

Canada.

the world. 

London, UK. 
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- In December 2020, Agnes Miranda sponsored two of the Alpha Kappa Rho 

Fraternity annual charity drives through the Pamasko Ng Akrho, which 

brightened 150 families holiday celebration through the Noche Buena Package 

Giving Program and Mula sa Puso ng Akrho, which distributed essentials and 

food to neglected and abandoned children at the Mother Teresa Spinelle’s 

Treasure, INC and Bahay ni Maria in the Philippines. 

- 2021, Agnes Miranda was awarded by the Philippine Consulate General of 

Toronto ON Canada, the Community Service Award during the Quincentennial 

Commemoration of Christianity in the Philippines.

- 2022, Agnes received the Universal Peace Federation (UPF) Global Service and 

Leadership awards during the Mabuhay Philippines Festival Celebration at 

the XinFlix Studios in Markham ON.

- 2022, Recipient of the Warsi International Organization (WIO) Global 

Womens Award. 

- 2022, Appointed as Honorary Patron-In-Chief of Warsi International 

Organization and WIO Global Women’s Award Academy. 
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- 2023, Agnes Miranda is recently inducted as 

District 3810.
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the humanity
Serving to protect

SENATOR GRACE POE - Politician, Businesswoman, Educator, and Philanthropist
Serving as a Senator since 2013

Grace Poe is a formidable advocate of 

public services, and the protection of the rights 

of mothers, children, commuters and 

consumers.

She began her life in public service when she 

was appointed by President Aquino to serve as 

chairperson of the Movie and Television Review 

While at the MTRCB, she implemented policies 

and programs to promote "intelligent viewing." 

She introduced the new ratings system for 

television programs, "designed to empower 

parents to exercise caution and vigilance with 

the viewing habits of their children."



In 2013, she was invited to run as one of the 

administration’s senatorial candidates. It was a 

successful campaign which ended with her 

immediately set to work creating meaningful 

legislation, more than 50 of which are now fully 

enacted laws. Among these are the laws 

providing for free lunch program for public 

school children; for maternal and child care for 

alerts in times of disaster; for extended validity of 

driver's license and passports; and making our 

streets, public spaces, and workplaces safer by 

prohibiting all forms of sexual harassment; to 

name a few.

In 2019, she ran for a second term as senator, won 

a seat and continues to serve our country 

especially our most marginalized and 

disenfranchised sectors.

Senator Poe also led the passage of the long 

overdue amendment to the 85-year old Public 

Service Act which seeks to liberalize the economy. 

These amendments to the Public Service Act have 

the capacity not only to improve the quality of 

public services in the country, but also to 

transform the Philippines into a more globally 

each and every Filipino thrives.

The measure clears the ambiguity surrounding 

the interchangeably used terms “public utility” 

and “public service.”

The proposal limits public utility to three 

services: distribution of electricity; transmission 

of electricity; and water pipeline distribution and 

sewerage pipeline systems.

All other public services that are not natural 

monopolies will be freed from such foreign 

equity restriction but not from any of their other 

responsibilities as public service providers.

It aims to encourage the entry of more players 

and capital investments; in turn, enhance 
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In 2019, she ran for a second term as senator, won a seat and continues to serve our country 
especially our most marginalized and disenfranchised sectors.

Grace was a foundling who was discovered on 

September 3, 1968, in Iloilo City in the holy water 

font of Jaro Metropolitan Cathedral.  The parish 

priest named her "Grace" in the belief that her 

She was eventually adopted by Fernando Poe, Jr. 

and Susan Roces, who were newlyweds at that 

time. Both her parents are renowned and 

well-respected artists who have made important 

contributions to the Philippine Film Industry. Her 

father, Fernando Poe, Jr., was known as the, 

“King of Philippine Movies” and was 

posthumously declared a National Artist of the 

Philippines in 2006. Her mother, Susan Roces, 

was an actress with an illustrious career, during 

two Best Actress wins.

Grace grew up in Manila. She studied at the 

University of the Philippines, where she majored 

in development studies, then moved to Boston 

Grace married Teodoro Misael Daniel "Neil" Vera 

Llamanzares. They have three children: Brian, 

Hanna, and Nika.
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the hearts
Governing

GOVERNOR GWENDOLYN FIEL GARCIA - Governor of Cebu

governor elected in Cebu's 454-year history. She electoral history to have breached the 



Garcia and Judge Esperanza Fiel-Garcia. When 

assertive leadership style. She has been vocal in 

constituents and her leadership has earned both 

Audit report. She runs Capitol like a business 

best interest of Cebu and the Cebuanos as her 

guiding principles in crafting policies and 
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Capitol-run hospitals.

quarterly Caravan as a response to the call of 

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. for local 

available to the public at a cheaper price. This 

they can use to purchase food and housing 

shape. Cebuano culture and heritage have taken 

busloads of participants in touring the northern 

Cebu.

Island taking part in the grandest festival 

Provincial Detention and Rehabilitation Center 

been displaying through the years.
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for Sustainable Development
Resilient & Innovative

USEC. SANDRA SANCHEZ MONTANO - Chairperson, Philippine Commission on Women

Her inspiring transition from Baguio 

City 1990 killer earthquake victim to a 

resilient, innovative life saver bagged 

her an award as the 1st ASEAN 

Woman Leader in ASEAN Business 

Investment Summit in Myanmar 

empower women on urban and rural 

farming, food security and sustainable 

livelihood through TROPIKA food 

manufacturing were recognized by 

ASEAN Women Entrepreneur 

Network (AWEN) awarding her 

Outstanding ASEAN Women 

Entrepreneur Network 2015 in Hanoi 

Vietnam.

With all her life works she was chosen to represent the Philippines in the 
APEC BEST TOP MANAGER 

awards during the APEC Summit in La Serena Chile 2019.



Her valuable contribution in MSME Inclusive 

growth as part of APEC Global Value Chain, 

founding of CHEERS a social enterprise pre 

hospital care success story was featured in the 

her outstanding work performance on 

occupational safety and health made her on the 

Filipina Woman in the World 2016 by Filipina 

Women Network a San Francisco, USA based 

women lead organization. 

One of the authors of Intensity 7 Disrupt 3.0 

Woman in Rising published by FWN.

With all her life works she was chosen to 

represent the Philippines in the APEC BEST TOP

MANAGER awards during the APEC Summit in 

La Serena Chile 2019.

She bagged the 2022 Ministerial Awards on her 

COVID 19 initiatives and response in the Global

Summit Women held in Bangkok Thailand. 

She was among this year’s Asia Leaders Awards 

Woman of Substance by Rising Tigers Nation 

Builders. 

She is a Registered Nurse and Naturopathy 

Doctor by profession, graduate of Combating 

GBV new Intervention and Approach, an 

International GAD Resource fellow by MASHAV 

BAYI Women Empowerment Leadership 

Program in the University of the Philippines 

Center for Gender Studies. She’s successfully 

completed Basic Citizen Military Training 

Reservist by the Philippine Air Force.
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Usec Sandy is happily married blessed with 3 

children, recently the MONTANO family was 

awarded during the 2019 JOLLIBEE Family 

values awards, Jollibee Foundation gives honor to

deserving families who exemplify positive 

FILIPINO values such as generosity, compassion, 

love for the community, love for the environment 

ordinary citizens towards nation building.

A proud farmer’s daughter, our champion on 

gender equality women empowerment and 

resiliency towards sustainable development says 

“Beside a successful man is an empowered 

beyond measure and beautiful beyond pressure”

As an author, it is an honor to have GAD Resource 

Speaker Undersecretary Sandy Montano, 

Chairperson Philippine Commission on Women 
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“Women are powerful beyond measure and beautiful beyond pressure”
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for the community
Equity & Justice

JUSLYN CABRERA MANALO - Mayor, City of Daly City

Juslyn Cabrera Manalo, lifework to date pushes for 

equity and justice for the community and creating 

policies that enhance the quality of life for the 

residents, ensuring small businesses thrive and 

supporting youth development and older adult 

sector, Juslyn became a Community Service 

Worker at the Veterans Equity Center providing 

direct service to the Filipino World War II Veterans 

who were deemed inactive from U.S. Congress-an 

injustice that needed to be resolved. She along with 

others started SAVE (Student Action for Veterans 

Equity) to build a national campaign advocating 

for The Filipino Veterans’ rights. 

Juslyn also managed the Bill Sorro Housing 

Program (BiSHoP), a program that helped low to 

their housing. 

She also worked in the corporate private sector as a 

Properties, building partnerships to create 

housing, local job creation, cultural district 

support, open green space, and youth 

development- one of the most comprehensive 

in the City and County of San Francisco totaling 

$76M. 

She was re-elected in 2020 with highest votes ever for a 
City Council race in Daly City’s history. 



woman on the City Council in Daly City and was 

away, she pushed the needle to bring the issue to 

support all immigrants. Also, she led raising the 

minimum wage in Daly City and is still above CA 

state minimum wage to date. She was an 

appointed Personnel Board Commissioner for the 

City of Daly City and was previously 

chairwoman for the SamTrans Citizen Advisory 

is represented on transit. 

She is also on the board of Senior & Disability 

locally and beyond for older adults and those 

with disabilities. Manalo earned her Masters of 

Public Administration, from San Francisco State 

Engagement.

American Studies and a Minor in Women Studies 

from San Francisco State University. She believes 

local activism is key in communities. 

Juslyn is the President of the Filipino American 

Democratic Club of San Mateo County which has 

been in existence for 40 years and active in the San 

On the state California Democratic State level, 

Juslyn is on the Executive Board for the Filipino 

American Democratic Caucus(FADC) as 

Chairwoman. For the League of California Cities, 

a bi-partisan CA statewide organization with 479 

member cities, Juslyn is the President of the Asian 

She sits on the Bay Area Water Conservation 

Agency (BAWSCA) and a delegate for the 

Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG). 

Most recently she was appointed to the C/CAG 

City/County Association of Governments in San 

Mateo County. 
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“I've always had a passion to help others. Now I have the opportunity to help the community 
that raised me. Follow your heart's passion, it will lead you where you are meant to be.” 



In 2017, Juslyn broke the barrier and became the 

to become Mayor in Daly City. Daly City is next 

to San Francisco, CA and considered the “Pinoy 

Capitol” with the highest percentage of Filipinos 

in a mid-size City. 

Juslyn Cabrera Manalo was born in San Francisco 

of Filipino parents and was raised in Daly City, 

California. She is raising her 4 year old and 2 year 

old son with her husband in her hometown.

She was re-elected in 2020 with highest votes ever 

for a City Council race in Daly City’s history. In 

December of 2020, she became Mayor for her 

second term. 

Notable awards: 

- STARS Award Chancellor Award for Community 

Service California State University 2001 

Francisco 2013 

- Filipino Women’s Network Global Award - Filipina 

- Filipino Women’s Network Global Continuing 

- Alumni of the Year, SFSU Asian American Studies 

Department 2019 

2019 

- San Mateo County Board of Supervisors’ 

Filipino Women’s Network Keepers of the Flame 2022
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for next generation
Creative Changes

“Ngayong tapos na po ang eleksyon, nais kong 

mag-sumite tayo ng bagong COC. Diba ang COC ay 

Compassion–bigyan natin ng awa ang ating   

nasasakupan. Obligation–gampanan ang ating 

katungkulan. Commitment–maging totoo tayo sa 

ating mga pangako. Yan ang gawin nating 

duties. Commitment–let us be true to all our promises. 

HON. JOHN MARVIN C. “YUL SERVO” NIETO- 
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Leading the Positive Change in Nation-Building
A Man of  Action and Vision: 

ALFRED VARGAS  -  Actor and Politician as Councilor of Quezon City

Alfred Vargas, a man of action and vision. 

His vision for the Philippines is one 

where all children have access to quality 

education, the poor are empowered to be 

partners in nation-building, and every 

family can enjoy the comfort and security 

of a decent home. 

With this vision, he has been propelled to 

formulate policies and legislation that 

address key issues in health, education, 

employment, and housing. He has also 

initiated pioneering programs in the 5th 

District of Quezon City where he was the 
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While many may consider a career in both 

showbusiness and politics as tough and taxing, he 

stood out and showed that the two very 

challenging industries can be married and can 

bring out the best of an actor and public servant to 

the fore.  

He bagged two Best Actor awards from the 

Golden Screen Awards and the Movie and 

(MTRCB) Film Awards. He was the principal 

author of 93 Republic Acts. 

He has been recognized as one of the top-ranking 

congressmen in terms of legislative performance. 

recognized by socio-civic organizations, having 

been given the prestigious honor of one of the Ten 

Outstanding Young Man of the Philippines. 

Alfred is a true blue Atenean, having studied at 

the Ateneo De Manila University from prep to 

college. As a grade school student, his talents in 

music and sports were honed by the Ateneo Boys 

Choir and Basketball Varsity Team. He also 

Sergeant at Arms position in fourth grade. In high 

school, his leadership skills were further put into 

practice as the elected president and vice 

president of his class. In college, he found his 

passion in theater after joining Tanghalang 

Ateneo and playing leading roles in 

Shakespearean plays. 

In 2002, Alfred earned his Bachelor’s Degree in 

Management Economics at the Ateneo de Manila 

University. It is in this same school where Alfred 

was indoctrinated on how to become a man for 

others. 

Alfred is also an Iskolar ng Bayan, having 

received his Master’s Degree in Public 

Administration at the University of the 

Philippines - National College for Public 

Administration and Governance.

Raised by a father who was a businessman, 

Alfredo Vargas Jr., and a mother who was a 

Dumlao-Vargas, Alfred was brought up in a 

loving environment where integrity, compassion, 

and competence were the pillars of building good 

moral character. 

excellent mentor and visionary who inspired 

Alfred to think beyond himself and contribute 

meaningfully to society. 

His mother was Alfred’s role model for integrity, 

discipline, compassion, and excellence, having 

served the government for more than 30 years 

and holding key and sensitive positions in the 

simple and humble lifestyle.   



A devoted father, a loving husband, a 

multi-awarded actor, an outstanding 

lawmaker, and a genuine public servant, he is 

Alfred Vargas. His faith in God is unswerving 

and he lives by one strong, unchanging 

principle that service to humanity is the best 

work of life.   

Of his legislative achievements, the closest to 

Alfred’s heart is the passage of the National 

Integrated Cancer Control Act (RA 11215) into 

law. His mother succumbed to uterine cancer 

in 2014 and Alfred bore witness to the 

hardships his mother and their family had to go 

through during this painful phase in their lives.

cancer-related bills meant to address one of the 

worst diseases that kills Filipinos. He was 

hands-on, working with the Cancer Society of 

the Philippines for two years until the cancer 

bill got the Senate, bicameral and Malacañang’s 

nod. 

Alfred’s strong and enduring leadership has 

made relevant reforms in areas of disaster 

preparedness, education, health, and 

livelihood. 

There is a big expectation on what a true public 

servant can accomplish to solve the people’s 

toughest problems. Alfred Vargas has the 

we all yearn to be part of—one that we can 

and peace of mind. His actions as an 

actor-public servant help us meet life’s 

He embodies the true ideals of a leader. He is a 

true statesman. And he brings hope that there is 

someone we can truly rely on, a warrior and 

defender, an indefatigable ally who will do 

what is good and what is right, with us and for 

Iconic PINOY Maharlika 014



Iconic PINOY Maharlika 014



Iconic PINOY Maharlika 015

 for people empowerment
Advocacy

JOJI ILAGAN BIAN - Business Leader, Educator and
Trustee - Mindanao Business Council, Philippine Chamber of Commerce Industry,

Davao City Chamber of Commerce Industry and East ASEAN Business Council & Mindanao Commission of Women

colors symbolizing my diverse experiences as a 

experiences gave her a broader perspective and 

These resulted in providing jobs and investment 

of schools but also through her engagements and 



She was the youngest-ever recipient of the Datu Bago Award in Business and Education; the 
highest award given by the City of Davao, Philippines  for her contributions to the city's growth 

and development in business and education. 

capacities in civic, religious, industry, trade, and 

government-created commissions, carrying this 

Her entrepreneurial journey in education has 

consistently inspired many entrepreneurs to 

school in 1980, she expanded her Joji Ilagan 

Joji Ilagan is highly esteemed in the industry and 

holding leadership and trustee roles in the 

Mindanao Business Council, Philippine Chamber 

of Commerce Industry, Davao City Chamber of 

Commerce Industry and East ASEAN Business 

Council, and Mindanao Commission of Women, 

Joji Ilagan Bian has a solid track record in 

community engagement in education, business, 

politics, civic and religious movements over 45 

Non- Governmental Organization Work for 

providing free skills training and scholarships at 

Philippines  for her contributions to the city's 
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business and education: The Kabalikat 

1997 for the promotion of Development of 

Technical Vocational Training in the 

Philippines and the scholarship programs 

to out of school youth of the Joji Ilagan 

the Republic of the Philippines, President 

Philippine Constitution conferred on her by 

Ramos for her immense contribution to the 

"I had walked the halls of 
power and dined with the 

poorest of the poor, and from 
these experiences, I became 

that I continue to be God's 
instrument in transforming 

people's lives." 
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Awarded as one of the 
Philippines Best Dressed 

Women in 2021.

Australian Embassy recognized her as the Most 

received recognition as one of the Asian Phil 

Negosyo book: "55 Inspiring Stories of Women 

international publications have also given her 

journey as an entrepreneur, educator, and 

'Book Reading' in the House of Lords in the 



She leads a life devoted to developing the 

potential of young people, molding their minds, 

Throughout her life, she has consistently broken 

Despite her countless achievements and 

commendations, her dedication to continuing her 

entrepreneurial spirit come from a drive to help 

Her resume may be comprehensive, and she 

plays multiple roles, but these come only next to 
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Throughout her life, she has consistently broken down barriers for women 
and all individuals who would otherwise not have the opportunity for 

personal growth and advancement.
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is the key to Accomplishments
Determination

MA. LOURDES DE VERA NAVARRO - CEO at ZC Kings Manpower and Janitorial Services Cooperative,
ZC Kings International Boxing Promotions & Entertainment Corporation,



“Cling to your vision, persist in your plans, and never abandon your dreams. With resolute 
passion and untiring dedication, dreams transformed into reality”. 
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Philippines’ 
Best Dress Award 

Recipient 



AFFILIATIONS-

1974–Present Philippine National Red Cross, 
Zamboanga City Chapter (Member)
1980–Present Philippine Nurses Association, 
Zamboanga City Chapter (Member)
1980–Present Professional Regulation 
Commission (Registered Nurse)
1982–1991 San Miguel Corporation (Company 
Nurse)
1990–1993 Fatima Pastoral Council, 
Talon-Talon, Zamboanga City (Vice President)
1990–Present Bukas Loob sa Dios, Zamboanga 
City (Member)
2003 Philippine National Red Cross, Zamboanga 
City Chapter (Chairman)
2011–Present Metro Manila Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (Member)
2011–Present Makati Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (Vice President)
2012–Present Rotary Club of Makati-EDSA
(President Nominee)
2012–Present Rotary Club of Makati-EDSA, 
Community Service (Chairman
2012–Present Philippine Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (Member)
2013 Rotary Makati EDSA (Vice-President)
2014 Inner Wheel Makati-EDSA (President)
2013–2015 Makati Chamber of Commerce
(Vice-President)
2013–2015 Inner Wheel Club of Pasay-EDSA 
(President)
2015–2016 Soroptimist Ayala Alabang
(Vice –President)
2017–2018Victoria Chamber of Commerce (Member)
2017–2018 Inner Wheel of Williams Town (Member)
2016 to present Zamboanga Valientes (Founder)
2019 to present The Ambassador Charter Club of 
Melbourne-Ambassadors of Christ (Founder & 
President)
2019 to 2021 Providence Church (Member)
2021-2022 Rotary Makati EDSA
(Life Changing President)

AWARDS and RECOGNITIONS

Solidarity Week
2005 14 Top of the Year Award, Zetan Foundation

30th Anniversary of College of Nursing, Ateneo de 

2005 Excellence Spirit Service, Ateneo de 

2008 Reyna Elena de Zamboanga, Zamboanga 
City

2010 Rotary Club of Zamboanga City West, 
Zamboanga City
2011 The Rotary Foundation of Rotary 
International, Zamboanga City
2012 Empowered Women of the Philippines 2012
2013 Empowered Women of the Philippines 2013
2013 Manila’s Best-Dressed
2014 Famous Manila’s Best-Dressed
2015 Manila’s Best-Dressed, “Style 
Ambassadress”

Week
2015 Nominee, Eminent Personality of the Year, 

2015 Inner Wheel Club of the Philippines 
National President’s Awardee

• Promotion & Publicity of the Organization
• Best Club in ECOSOC Projects
• Organizing, Chartering, & Nurturing IWC – 
Manila Metro
2015 Outstanding Leadership Award, Inner Wheel 
Club of Pasay EDSA
2015 Club Service Award, Inner Wheel Clubs of 
the Philippines
2015 Rookie Club & Club President Award, Inner 
Wheel Clubs of the Philippines
2015 ECOSOC Economic Development Award, 
Inner Wheel Clubs of the Philippines
2016         Hall of Fame Award – Manila’s Best 
Dressed
2016         Best Dress Melbourne Cup
2016         Best Miss Tiara Award Melbourne

2017        Global Achiever Awardee for Outstanding 
Businesswoman and Civic Leader
 Dangal ng Bayan Awardee for Outstanding 
Civic Leader and Family Advocate 
 Huwarang Ina Awardee
2018        38TH Huwarang Ina Mother’s Day 
Celebration and Award
 Family Choice Consumers Award
2022        Philippines’ Best Dress Award Recipient 
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Love & Oneness
DR. JONATHA “JO” BELCIÑA LEICHER

“I AM” • Poverty • Power • Universe • God • Love • Empathy • Compassion • Spiritual Awakening & Ascension
• Quantum Realm & Mechanics • INFJ • Pleiadian Starseed • Quadrivium • 12 Chakras & Merkabah Activation

• Akasha • Wu Wei • Buddha Awareness • Taoism • DNA G-Quadruplexes Evolution • Primordial Spiral 
• Gamma Brain Waves • Language of Creation • Laws of The Universe • Revelation 1-22 & 7:2 

• Nostradamus Repository C1:Q9 • Enigmatic 137 • Tesla 369.

Dr. Jonatha “Jo” Belciña Leicher, a Filipina, was born in the 

mystic island of Siquijor, Philippines.  She is the 5th 

among the ten children of Jose Belciña and Victoria 

Yurong (deceased).  Dr. Jo grew up in poverty.  At a young 

age of 12, Dr. Jo served as a children’s mass gospel reader 

at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Iligan City on Sundays.  

– Women’s Army Training Corps (ROTC-WATC) at the 

Mindanao State University – Iligan Institute of 

Technology.  She was the only female among the 

companies, and 18 platoons.  In 1992, Dr. Jo functioned as 

Iligan City’s Sangguniang Kabataan (SK) youth counselor.  

In women’s Army Training Corps (ROTC-WATC).  She was the only female among the 



While in college, she worked three jobs: as a 

dishwasher at Enrico’s restaurant in Quezon 

Avenue, as a music moderator at Pagoda karaoke 

bar in Mercado Street, and as a waitress at 

Musikahan resto-bar in Quezon Avenue extension, 

Pala-o, earning 30-50 pesos (US $0.60 - $1.00) a day.  

In 1993, her parents lost their house, prompting 

her to accept a stay-in job as a housemaid to a 

young couple working at the university’s 

administration department, earning 10 pesos (US 

$0.20 cents) daily.  At the same time, she was a Tae 

Kwon Do green-belter martial artist and an active 

highest athletic meet called Palarong Pambansa.

However, Dr. Jo had to give up college to be able 

to help her struggling family.  She relocated to 

Manila and ventured into the entertainment 

industry, where she worked as a Guest Relations 

various roles.  At the same time, inspired by her 

father’s talent, Dr. Jo set up an advertising sign 

shop business across the town’s public market.  In 

2004, Dr. Jo invested in building a two-story 

commercial and residential building for her 

parents in Cangmalalag, Siquijor.  Despite being a 

successful self-made businesswoman, Dr. Jo 

struggled internally from a deep sense of having 

a greater spiritual purpose.  

In December 2007, Dr. Jo immigrated from the 

Philippines to Tucson, AZ, to marry her 

server to support herself while going back 

through college.  In July 2010, Dr. Jo gave birth to 

mid-2013, where she deviated from the US 

divorce law.  She waived all her rights over the 

community property, 401K, alimony, and child 

support, demanding only joint physical custody.  

Finally, in May 2014, Dr. Jo graduated and 

obtained a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree 

at The University of Arizona. 
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In early 2015, Dr. Jo relocated to Austin, TX, and 

worked two full-time RN jobs totaling 72 

hours/week.  She has received numerous 

recognitions and awards for exceptional 

provision of patient care.  In the Fall of 2016, Dr. 

Jo pursued a Doctor of Nursing Practice 

specializing in Adult-Gerontology Acute Care 

Nurse Practitioner at the University of Arizona.  

In July 2017, Dr. Jo remarried and gave birth to 

her youngest child in May 2018.  Unfortunately, 

in early 2020, the marriage ended due to 

Jo was elected as one of the Board of Directors of 

the Philippine Nurses Association of Austin, 

Texas (PNAATX), founded in 2019.  Finally, in 

May of 2022, Dr. Jo graduated and obtained the 

title Doctor of Nursing Practice, where she was 

honored to sing the American national anthem, 

Star Spangled Banner, during the commencement 

at the University of Arizona. 

In July, the Beverly Hills SOCIETY magazine 

featured Dr. Jo and her life story on its cover.  

Hundreds of copies were sold and counting!  On 

August 20, 2023, Dr. Jo received the Most 

Outstanding Healthcare Leader and Advocate 

2023 award during the inauguration of the 

America Excellence Awards held in Hollywood, 

CA.  Among the 150 awardees worldwide, only 

two were granted to speak.  Dr. Jo delivered a 

powerful speech urging all people to realize their 

true being and be of service to humanity.  She also 

gained the beauty title Miss Quantum Universe 

2023. 

Dr. Jo states, “I have been struggling all my life, 

failed.  The failures and defeats sparked my deep 

curiosity about the evolution of human life and 

my spirituality.  The unwavering belief, faith, and 

trust in the Universe have led to my spiritual 

awakening and, eventually, enlightenment and 

the discovery of the true essence of my being.  All 

my questions rooted in childhood and even from 

previous lifetimes were answered.  My heart is at 

peace now.  Finally, I have discovered the true 

purpose of my existence in this world: to 

mission by establishing a worldwide 

philanthropic initiative that I will call – Love and 

Oneness.”  
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Choices and Chances
A Tale of

OWEN SP SANCHEZ - The “Rare Breed”, Public Figure, Media Personality, Seasoned HR Practitioner
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a role in Regional Financial Planning and 
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as the “Iconic Pinoy Maharlika” Brand 
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“Woman, you have to pursue 
what you really like. You 

that you plan for yourself. 
You have to move from that 
FEAR in your HEART!!!”
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a Green Future
Building Beyond

JENNY LIN MAAÑO - NGAI - Co-Founder & President, SUNSMART Solar Power Technology Inc.

SunSmart, Asia’s leading renewable smart solar 

energy pioneer, continue to empower 

underprivileged communities across the 

Philippines by providing immediate access of clean 

energy, potable water, cold storage, 

communication and connectivity through its 

decentralized micro-utility mother station 

approach bridging the gap between energy and the 

environment as an an integrated and hybrid utility 

solutions for all.  The company has dedicated its 

serving the current unserved, underserved or 

Thus, keeping with SunSmart’s E.L.E.M.E.N.T.S. of 

advocacy: “Elevating Livelihood, Empowering 

Mankind, Engaging Nature Towards 



“Today, 16 million Filipinos are living without 

access to electricity. And this should not be the 

case, given that we have the resources and 

latest innovations at hand to help them. 

SUNSMART aims to provide power to the 

unserved and underserved areas and make life 

sustainable, resilient and economically viable 

Lin Maaño - Ngai, President & Co – Founder of 

SUNSMART Solar Power Technology Inc.

SUNSMART service a broad range of clients, 

ranging from township residences, 

commercial, industrial, right up to 

development and partnerships with Local 

introduce integrated solar power energy, being 

viably prove in ASIA through its recent win 

and esteemed recognition from ACES Asia 

Corporate Excellence Sustainability award, that 

SunSmart believes that their expanding 

commercial operations will prove that the use 

of not just solar power, but innovative solar 

power systems and solutions, are the way 

forward. Not counting having a main niche as a 

model in Solar Energy industry due to the 

mobility, multifunctional and ease of use of 

their solar power systems. With a clever 

modality, the company was able to timely 

expand its Sales & Marketing teams and 

Technical & Engineering expertise in various 

regions, creating a stronger impact of 

providing innovation knowhow,  

priority of the growing, advance and skilled 

team forces of SUNSMART.

Through SUNSMART business model and 

values, the company continue to gain 

recognitions and accolades to many of the 

communities they have served. Its inspiring 

accomplishments is led by no other than its 

Maaño - Ngai, who strengthened the 

company’s mission with her Four (4) Pillars to 

success; that is to serve with a heart for People, 

Planet, Progress and PURPOSE.
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People Asia Magazine as Faces in the Crowd 

“Running and Ruling Woman entrepreneur to 

POWER PLAYER bravely energizing the remote 

areas determined to bring solar energy to the 16 

million Filipinos who remain unserved and 

underserved. 

received a one in a decade honorary award from 

SUNSMART won the global arena of ACES - Asia 

Corporate Excellence Sustainability in Malaysia 

as ACES Most Promising SME and Asia 

Leader.

privileged chosen few  key inspirational woman 

Climate Change. She received and is currently 

corporations, business leaders and renowned 

award winning story writer Tony Cranston from 

UK among all others. 

At her own initiative of CSR works and 

unconditional support of creating livelihood 

programs during an employment halt from the 

organizations together with Crowne Plaza 
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by creating path
Inspiring the women

MYRNA TANG YAO - President & CEO, Richprime Global Inc, Richwell Trading Corporation

Ms. Myrna T. Yao is a graduate of Business 

Administration in the University of the East. She 

Administration in the same university. She is a 

proud mother of 4 daughters and grandmother 

of 9 grandchildren.

Women in business are not a rarity; 

entrepreneurship has allowed many to run 

successful businesses. But breaking the glass 

ceiling for women in business can inspire 

women who choose business as a career to aim 

high or higher.  



The story of Richwell Trading Corporation, the 

leading distributor of children's toys and shoes 

and baby products, and one of the brains behind 

taking on a big project and exhibiting exemplary 

leadership in its success.  Gender is not an issue if 

women handle themselves professionally and 

competently in any undertaking, earning the 

tenacity of a forward-looking woman who 

co-founded the company and who raised its 

standards so that it becomes at par with its peers 

worldwide.  

economic conditions, Richwell successfully 

maintains the marketability of its products. 

Because of its track record in creating a market for 

its existing brands like Barbie, Richwell continues 

to acquire new brands for exclusive distribution 

in the country.  Given its ability to set right 

pricing for good quality shoes, Richwell currently 

holds one of the biggest share in infant and 

and Children Wear.

Richprime Global Inc, Richwell Trading 

passion or success is the result of hard work, 

perseverance, determination and a focused mind 

– knowing where she wants to be, what she wants 

to happen for the company, how she would like 

to see Richwell and RGI Group of Companies 

grow and progress in the future.

always dreamt of, to go into socio-civic work to be 

able to help more people, especially those not 

privileged enough to have the proper education 

to be employed or venture into business.
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She is a recipient of many local and international awards 
including 2021 BPW International Excellence Business Leader Award



Mrs. Myrna T. Yao was appointed Chairperson of 

the National Commission on the Role of the 

Filipino Women (NCRFW), now known as the 

Philippine Commission on Women (PCW), by 

President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo from 2004 

body on policies and programs for the 

advancement of women. Before being appointed 

Chairperson, she served as a Commissioner of 

NCRFW, she championed the passing of the 

Magna Carta Law of Women into law during the 

Presidency of Predident Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 

and the visionary and implementor of the Great 

Women Project during her term as Chairperson of 

Philippine Commission of Women, representing 

the National Council of Women of the Philippines 

from 2000 to 2004.

She now serves as the Founding Chairperson of 

the Philippine Federation of Local Councils of 

Women. She is also the Founder and President of 

the Filipino-Chinese Federation of Business and 

Professional Women of the Philippines since 1999.   

She is likewise involved in the movement that 

assists children through the Pearl S. Buck 

Foundation, Philippines, and now the Chairman 

Emeritus, where she has the distinction of being 

the Charter President and the Founder.

She is a recipient of many local and international 

awards including 2021 BPW International 

Excellence Business Leader Award; 2020 Global 

Woman Honorary Awards by Global Woman 

Club; 2020 People of the Year Awardee by People 

Asia; 2019 ASIA CEO Awardee for Regus 

Entrepreneur of the Year and InLife SHERO of the 

Awards 2019 Woman of the Year; 2016 BizNews 

Asia Awardee for Entrepreneurship Award; 2015 

World; 2013 International Women Entrepreneurial 

Challenge Awards held in Lima, Peru; 

International Entrepreneur Award held in Cairo, 

Egypt awarded by the Global Summit of Women 

She was also granted the Presidential Merit Award 

by President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo for her 

and international level. She was awarded in 2015 

2015, she launched her book entitled “The Gift of A 

and Conceptualization, started from her. In 2023, 

Philosophy.
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outstanding achievements
 

Rewards for
MARIA MONTSERRAT ITURRALDE-HAMLIN ”MONETTE”

President and Founder, TeamAsia

for short) is the founder and president of 

31-year-old TeamAsia, an award-winning 

that brings brands to the next level experience 

through integrated marketing, events, PR, 

creative and digital services 

(www.teamasia.com). 



Hopkins International Partners, Inc.; president of 

the Government-Academe-Industry Network 

(GAIN), and Vice President for Conventions of 

the Philippine Association of Convention/ 

Exhibition Organizers and Suppliers (PACEOS).  

She recently ended her two-year term as 

chairperson of the Women’s Business Council of 

the Philippines (WomenBizPH) and now serves 

as a trustee.

 

She served on the Tourism Promotions Board as 

director representing the Meeting, Incentives 

Travel, Conventions, and Exhibitions, Events 

Services and Facilities Sector for three years.  She 

also heads the Sub-Working Group for Human 

Resources of the Philippine M.I.C.E Roadmap 

2030.  A founder of the Philippine MICE 

Academy, she regular delivers lectures on event 

management. 

A sought-after speaker, moderator, trainer, 

recognized by LinkedIn in 2021 and 2023 as one 

also received the ASEAN Women Entrepreneurs 

Network’s 2018 Outstanding Women 

Entrepreneur; Philippines Women Leadership 

Awards 2018, IABC 2016 CEO Excel Award, and 

2014 Ten Outstanding Alumnae of the College of 

the Holy Spirit.  She has represented the country 

in various fora of APEC, ASEAN, AWEN and 

Asian/Spanish Network of Women.  She was 

conferred the Global Woman Leadership Award 

at the Global Woman Summit in the UK in June 

2022.

Aside from numerous magazine articles, 

editorials, book reviews, case notes and 

Professional Event Management: A Guide to 

Meetings, Incentives, Conventions, Exhibitions 

and Events, and is chapter lead on 

Communications with a Gender Lens for I am 

Woman.  She has her own column entitled 

women’s economic empowerment and gender 

equality, sustainability and green events, 

inclusiveness, communications, corporate social 

responsibility, education, and global 

competitiveness of human talent.

She leads her 31-year-old award-winning 

integrated marketing experience agency 

TeamAsia in creating social change through 

sign up for the United Nations Women 

Empowerment Principles to keep track of its 

gender equality and women empowerment 

initiatives. TeamAsia was recently recognized by 

UN Women Philippines as the SME Champion 

for Gender-Inclusive Workplace. Moreover, she 

helped build TeamAsia’s own annual event 

“MommaCon” starting 2020, providing a safe 

space for mothers to discuss taboo issues on 

motherhood.  
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To shed light on the issue of unpaid labor for 

Worth” in her column on The Red Circle, which 

was then picked up by local dailies and shared by 

the UN Women Regional network. She set up My 

Dream In a Shoebox (MDIAS), TeamAsia’s 

annual education campaign that provides 

children with their educational needs. Now in its 

15th year, MDIAS raises funds to build e-hubs 

and sponsor scholars so that children may 

continue learning amid the pandemic. Since 

2009, MDIAS has distributed over 421,219 school 

kits, provided for 497 scholors and raised over 

nationwide.

empowering women through organizations like 

Women’s Business Council Philippines, Inc. 

(WomenBizPH) to help people understand 

women empowerment and gender equality. She 

led the organization of a series of womenars 

understand women empowerment and gender 

equality. The lessons from the sessions were 

collated into an e-Book, I am Woman, serving as 

a guide for women leaders. 

the meetings, incentives, conventions and 

exhibitions industry with the Philippine 

Association of Convention/Exhibition Organizers 

and Suppliers, Inc. (PACEOS) and enables the 

global competitiveness of Filipinos through the 

Government Academe Industry Network Inc. 

Global Woman Club Manila.

She completed AB Psychology at College of the 

Holy Spirit, graduating Summa Cum Laude; 

Master in Business Management (MBM) with 

Distinction at the Asian Institute of Management; 

and is a Fellow of the Institute of Corporate 

Directors (ICD).  She heads the Board Diversity 

 

A widow, she is mother to three wonderful 

children: Bea, Cara and Niccolo.  She loves to 

experiment in the kitchen and posts her creations 

on social media using #casadeduckies.  
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resolve social issues
Community  leader

LEONOR S VINTERVOLL- CEO & Co-founder, European -Phlippine Advocates 

Leonor Vintervoll migrated to Norway in mid-1981 

when she was given a job training program at the 

she was destined to work and live in Norway by 

having met her Norwegian husband Aage during 

this assignment, who respects and supports her 



They are gifted with a son, Rayner! Leonor has a 

track record of 30 years as community  leader 

despite her full-time job as entrepreneur, 

advocating causes that resolve social issues or a 

frontline fundraiser for the education of the 

underprivileged children in the Philippines, or 

help disaster-stricken villages struck by natural 

Philippine Women's Organization in Norway in 

women empowerment, equal rights and welfare 

ban on the deployment of Au Pairs in Norway 

and the whole Europe, of which to date, 

In closed cooperation with three Ambassadors 

three Philippine Ambassadors as the contact 

person of the Filipinos in Norway until the 

establishment of a Philippine Embassy in Oslo in 

help whether it was a Filipino with a problem in 

Norway or a disaster fund-raising for the 

government in 2000, her experience as a Lay 

Judge for16 years in the City Court of Oslo and 

Leonor, a multi-awarded woman, her dedication 

to community service was recognized when she 

was awarded one of the FWNIOO Most 

2017 and 2022 by the Filipina Women's Network 

inspirations for the  empowerment of the next 
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her role as Ambassador for Peace from the 

Giving a poor child the hope and the chance to 

her heart, thus sponsoring ten poor children's 

education under the care of the World Vision 

Philippines is just one of her initiatives in the 

she is working towards building a small 

"Women's Center" in her hometown, where 

women who have not reached higher education 

are taught crocheting, sewing, cooking, and other 

Leonor is a Co-Founder and Chief Executive 

Motherland, the Philippines and helping out 

lessening the Government’s lack of school 

Awards: 
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of  versatility
Actions

DIETHER PASCUAL OCAMPO - 

“Believes in improving quality of life by giving back to society”



Iconic PINOY Maharlika 014

WHAT IS THE PCGA, AND WHAT IS CAPTAIN OCAMPO’S ROLE?
The PCGA is a non-government, non-partisan civilian volunteer organization that supports the Navy and Coast Guard. As a member of the PCGA, 

Diether is dedicated to carrying out the PCG’s mission of promoting safety of lives and property at sea, protecting the marine environment, and 
conducting humanitarian missions and disaster response.



Iconic PINOY Maharlika 014



Iconic PINOY Maharlika 014



Iconic PINOY Maharlika 015

“A Vision for tomorrow”
Sustainable Future

BRIAN POE LLAMANZARES 
Chairman of the FPJ /Member of the Blockchain Council 

Brian Poe Llamanzares is a multi-faceted individual 

with a Master’s Degree in Climate and Society from 

Columbia University and Ph.D. in Public 

Administration from the University of Perpetual Help. 

having completed programs at prestigious institutions 

Kennedy School of Government. He also took part in 

the Conference Diplomacy and Multilateral 

further expanding his knowledge and expertise in 

international relations and diplomacy. 

An author of "A Sustainable Future," a book that aims to help Filipinos plan for 



and contributions to the industry. He is a 

member of the Blockchain Council of the 

Philippines a leader in blockchain technology. 

art tech enterprise that aims to make Philippine 

Arts accessible and aid in art preservation. He is 

Senator Grace Poe and is Chairman of the FPJ 

dedicated to serving the Filipino community in 

times of crisis. He is also the author of "A 

change.

His passion for sports is also evident as he joined 

recognized for his leadership and contributions 

Lifestyle Asia's Power Millennial Award winners 

as one of People Asia Magazine's "Men Who 

He also invested in Mind You Mental Health 

students apply for and look for scholarships. He 

believes that this platform can bridge the gap 

between donors and students in need by 

providing a secure platform for scholarships 

from the private sector.

Iconic PINOY Maharlika 014



accomplished and well-rounded individual who 

has dedicated his life to making a positive impact 

country. His involvement in various initiatives 

and recognition for his contributions demonstrate 

his unwavering dedication to the Philippines and 

its people. He serves as an inspiration for the 

youth and for those who aspire to make a 

He is a true example of how one person can make 

and hard work can lead to a successful and 

only a testament to his potential as a leader.
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