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ABOUT THE
PROJECT

In 1984, Ann Carver along with a team of committed faculty
members founded the llomen’s Studies program at UNC Charlotte.
As of Spring of 2024, the program is officially 40 years old.

In commemoration of this achievement, Dr. Sonya Ramsey
coordinated the Ann C. Carver/Susan Cloninger Fellowship and
40th celebration event. The fellows have created a collection
for Women’s and Gender Studies in Atkins Library, a oral
history documentary, and a public digital history exhibit in
the form of a zine that encompasses the celebration’s theme:
Reflection, Resilience, and Restoration.
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In the early 1970s, the number of LA X

female students was growing

substantially at UNC Charlotte and
there was a desperate need for -
better support for momen in a male-
centered institution.

At this time, the group was titled
the Women’s Studies committee and
was officially formed in 1975 based
on the recommendation of an “ad
hoc” committee made up of higher
administration.

The committee had become popular
amongst faculty and was appointed
by Provost Frank G. Dickey to
expand its membership. During this
time, the program had the goals of
creating academic opportunities ol .
based on women's scholarship and -~ Parking - £qual Opportunlty Racrul tecat sed
providing better resources for

women on campus.
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W e Tt  ipsm
S 2 Dr. Colvard:
%F Dr. Ann Carver brought this by to invite everyone
in this office to attend. She especially wanted you
) ‘ to be aware of the Center. It's not just for women.
\
\
\i
Did Eou know?
Ann ver was actually head of the committee for a

Eear in 1976 before founding the program later in
984. During her term in 1976, she established the
Awnoreness Resource Center (ARC) which was a small
lounge created to disperse women’s resources and
%Sg;ure series. ARC officially opened Morch 17th,




Despite the lack of support - —
on compus, women at UNC i el
Charlotte still created their  "Surviving Female” course.
own methods of sharing
resources and support to one
another through various means
at the committee’s
beginnings.

“A SISTER-SENSE”
Unknoun Author.
Pamphlet on safety advice for women.

1 uxeoo!
z W@g MIAN

“WGC oA Illenslef'ters
llomen’s Studies
Oomm.fte 1980s.
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b 5WERR Wormmi's WEER WOMEN' MEEK WOHEN'S WEEK UDHEN'S WEEX MOMEN'S
@D “llomen’s Studies: a guide

to resources at Atkins
Library”

— . Created by Ann
: Wl t Ronchettii, 1982
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WQMAN HJ%@ studies

W JANUAPY 1082

“Last Spring, a number of women students came to me expressing
(o) their frustration that to cope continuously with being a
woman in a male-oriented and controlled institution and (b)
their aworeness of an urgent need both to develop coping skills
and to at least begin to locate, analyze, and synthesize the
information in various disciplines now offered by and about
women in individual discussions...So this letter is a call for
HELP...I (and the momen students at UNCC) need your help.®

-Memo from Ann Carver regarding her class, “Surviving Female”

October 1975



The foundations of llomen®s Studies can not be discussed
without the role of the Black Studies program (nom knomn as
the Africana Studies department).

During this period of time, the United States Women’s
rights movement was facing a racialized split. White
feminists were not fully supporting the needs and rights of
black women. Black feminists began breaking away from the
lorger feminist movement due to discrimination and lack of
representation.

As the Women’s Studies committee was beginning their work,
their goal from the beginning was to work in collaboration
with Black Studies in various ways to avoid mirroring the
problems of the ongoing Women’s Rights movement.
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Third Session, Saturday, 4/13, 12:00-1:30 pm

Glernwentors _Infemational Women's Day Lunchison and Wistan of the Year Awasds

INA MAE BEST, TEXTILE WORKER, BLACK WORKERS FOR JUSTICE
JOBS WITH JUSTICE: SOUTHERN WOMEN FIGHT BACK,*

Qur keynote speaker for the
Infernational Womern's Day Awards
Luncheon is Ina Mae Best of
Golgsbors, NC. She is a fedie
worker, a mother and
grandmaother, and church usher.

For 18 years Sister Bast worked as
a cloth inspector af the Goldtex
plamt, whara she was an excellent
employea. In those 18 years, Ina
Bast was never lale to wovk, never
recaived & writlen reprimand
about har work. In 10 years she
never missed a day of work and
jfor & years she never fook
vacalion time. On July 76, 1890,
she was fired from Goidtex for
poor work. "

B

Snippet from 1991 Conference
Brochure, Luncheon and lloman
of the Year Amards Session.

The Woman of the year aword was established in 1979 as a part
of Charlotte’'s International Women's Day celebration. The
purpose of this aword is to honor women who give back to their
community and seek out to help others that are typically unsung

heroes.
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DR. BERTHA MAXWELL-RODDEY

FOUNDER OF AFRICANA STUDIES AT UNC CHARLOTTE
SUPPORTER OF WOMEN'S AND GENDER STUDIES

1950 - 2024

Dr. Bertha Maxwell Roddey was a local civil rights
activist whose actions were monumental for the
Charlotte community. After being a teacher and
principal in WMecklenburg county, she joined the
College of Education at the university in 1970. With
support from Ann Carver, she founded the Black
Studies program as well as the National Council for
Black Studies. She also went on to institute the
Afro-American Cultural Center (now known as the
Harvey Gannt Center) with Mary Harper.

On March 21st 2024, Dr. Maxwell-Roddey passed away
peacefully in her home. The day before her passing,
she was reunited for the final time with her close
friend Dr. Ann Carver in light of the Women’s and |
Gender Studies program 40th celebration.




IT'S OFFCIAL:
WOMEN'S STUDIES

AT UNC CHARLOTTE

It begins by outlining the need
for the program. The two basic needs
outlined are:

“(1) programming that recognizes the
equal value of women's experience and
accomplishments, with an
interdisciplinary approach and (2)
needing a program to meet the needs of
momen at the university including but
not limited to resources, services, an
environment which facilitates their
academic growth.”

i N
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On November 10th, 1983 the proposal for the concentration in
llomen*’s Studies was approved and officially became a course of
study at the university starting spring 1984. The committees
advising Women’s Studies would also split into two separate
committees: The Women’s Studies Advisory Committee which
focused on the program and the Women’s Resource Committee which
focused on resources. The two committees still collaborated as
the years progressed.



"...The whole \Women's Studies
joumey along with Black =
Studies jourmey - those two -
have been the most rewarding,
challenging, inspiring, and fun,

and I think ultimately valuable Y }4
tracks of my career... ‘

... m just very grateful I was where I was at
“the time and I was able to contribute with
all the other people who were involved in
the creating of both of those programs
because both of them were truly shared
creations of faculty, students, and people in
- the community...

“And I am just really thankful to be a part
of both of them.” -DR. ANN CARVER, ORAL HISTORY

INTERVIEW .
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YE?\RS |

OF
FIRSTS

First iteration of lllomen’s
Studies Brochure, 1985.

Shared both information regarding
llomen’s Studies offerings and
llomen’s Resources on campus.

Women’s Studies

The University
of North Carolina
at Charlotte

1985

First Annual llomen®s Herstory Month

o0 The first annual Women's
Herstory month event in March
25th-29th 1985. The theme is,
"Living Well is the best
revenge" and hosted a keynote
event celebrating Civil Rights
Pioneer, Septima Poinsett Clark,
daughter of a slave who was
involved in civil rights work.

Name change

o In the spring semester of 1985,
the Women's Studies
concentration name was changed
to the Women's studies minor
under Interdisciplinary Studies.

First program Brochure

First iteration of Essay contest

© The first iteration of an essay
contest for the Women's Studies
program is announced by the
Women's Resources Committee. The
winner is said to be announced
at the brown bag luncheon on
April 17th 1985. The award is
$50.

OMEN'! Brochure from first llomen’s
WOMEN'S Herstory llleek, 1985,
ICEDCTARY “Living llell is the Best Revenge®”

HERSTOUORY

WEEK

LIVING Wil IS



UNCC
WOMEN'S STUDIES NEWSLETTER

JANUARY 986

"

Welcome to the first issue of UNCC A i Wltfmel"l'sf S':udi'es :sé Jo«_:kli_ng' forward to
Women's 5 i : the opening of the interdisciplinary programs
N 1 51 e fU}dIES NEW,SIEHE{' Throl"lgh the office next spring. UNCC's interdisplinary

i etter, T e ‘-'v:or*r]en 5 ISFU':IJES Program hopes programs, including  American  Studies,
to keep the University community, the Gerontology, Honors, and Women's Studies will
Metrolina community,and Women's Studies SKhafe : SBUI"'E{ f';f fo"ce:e ’;or::_i r;"f@c":*e_li

: ennedy Building. A tem i
,DI'O\:_.]I'FJTHS elsewhere ,Iﬂfor'FnEd .I:IlbOLJf U_UF Winningham will house the programs from
activities. We also wish tfo publicize special January until the Kennedy offices can be
regrams an +uniti $ occupied.
Prog [ s- ,d reseqrch oppor_. Umh‘?s relevant to In closing, let me thank Kim Prichard,
women's issues. Please send any items for the Mary Howard, and Mayme Webb for their fine
Newsletter to Kim Prichard, editor, work in putting together our first issue.
Department of Mathematics, UNCC, Charlotte,
NC 28223.
i 1 A
R ey A2 e —. b i it B \\v}\\.

Julia Blackwelder

I IO I ICE ' . Women's Studies Coordinator
. /o
; ¥ . y

Snippets from the first llomen’s
Studies newsletter, January 1986
issue.

1986

¢ Qlational Endomment for the Humanities Grant
o0 National Endowment for the Humanities Grant is awarded to
the Women's Studies program in the amount of $131,965. The
NEH grant project application and execution was led by
Julia Blackwelder and Stan Patten. The application titled,
"Incorporating Cultural Pluralities and Women into the
Curriculum”. Up to 1986 year, it is the 2nd largest ever
aworded. The grant was used to revise current standing
Women's Studies courses.
¢ First Annual Arts and Sciences Conference
© The first every Annual Arts and Sciences Conference took
place January 25th, 1986.
e Initiation of lllomen’s Studies Newsletter
o Dr. Blackwelder creates the first official newsletter under
the Women'’s Studies program. In its beginning, it has two
issues annually.




WOMEN IN THE
AND SCIENCES
'CONFERENCES

This conference took place annually and
focused on the scholarship of lllomen.
The followming were conference themes

from 1986-1991:

e 1986 - First Conference Incorporating
Women and cultural Pluralism into the
Curriculum
(Topics include: Women in Art, Women
in History, Women in Latin America,
Heath, Eastern societies, dance
presentation, strategies for women’s
success Religious studies, \Wlomen
minorities in education - source is
1987 - Women in the Contemporary
South
1988 - The Politics of Womanhood
1989 - Profiles of lWomen Hidden in
History
1990 - Women's Bodies, Women’s Lives
1991 - Women and The(ir) Environment
o Joint conference between the

Women’s Studies program and the
Southeastern Women’s Studies

4

Association (SEWSA). q
- --\\
CONFERENCE ANNOUMNCEMENT ( \ |
& CALL FOR PARTICIPATION AND PAPERS I -
THE POLITICS OF WOMANHOOD ~~ — 3 '

CALL FOR PAPERS

STERY WOME

ARTS

N —'
. Vh_u
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THE POLITICS OF
WOMANHOOD

ANNUAL ( ONFERENCE

[:-F
JENTH ANNUAL
INAL WOMEN'S DAY

'['m@-
NTERL
IN II},‘

sponsored by

4
JUNCC Women's Studies Program

"F Sinternational Women's Day Committee

r

March 4-5, 1988
at

The University of North Carolina at Charloite
Bonnie E. Cone University Center

PROFILES OF WOMEN
HIDDEN FROM HISTORY

[
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‘F%GAID T0 A MAJOR:
'PLANNING A
BACI {ELORS DEGREE

From the beginning of the program’s initiation in 1984, one of the
major goals of progrom leadership over the decades mas to have a
Bachelors degree. The first attempt was corried out in 1992, the
program at minimum moking the “Request To Plan B.A Authorization”
stage of the process. At first, the response from administration
was positive, however in 1997, Dean Schley Lyons requested the
B.A. planning to be removed from the Women’s Studies 5-yeor plan.

The second found attempt of a creating a major wos dated for 2017.
This attempt made it past the authorization plaon stage with
support from Dean Noncy Gutierrez. However, the request wos denied
at the North Corolina Boord of Governors level.

As of 2024, there is now a Interdisciplinary Studies major with a
concentration in Women and Gender Studies. Students can now select

this as a degree path and the progrom.

WORKING DRAFT

REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO PLAN A MNEW DEGREE PROGRAM
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA

INSTRUCTIONS: All requests for authorization to plan a new degree program
must follow the format below, Add such additional information as you may
desire. Review of the request cannot be completed until all information is
submitted. 8ix (6) copies are required for review. Each request must be
signed by the Chancellor.

Date: February 20, 1992
Constituent Institution: The University of North Carolina at Charlotte
API Discipline Specialty Title: Women’s Studies

First
API Discipline Specialty Number: 4991 Level: B _X N To——Frul.-— D -
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DR. LORINE GETZ

PREVIOUS DIRECTOR OF WOMEN'S AND GENDER STUDIES
@ 1942 - 2023

Dr. Lorine Getz was a scholar known for
her research in both women and religious
studies. In her 1life, she taught in
several places beyond UNC Charlotte
including Ohio, Canada, and
Massachusetts. Dr. Getz was also a well-
known scholar in the American Academy of
Religion.

\L} Dr. Getz passed peacefully May 22nd,
2025. The Women’s and Gender Studies
program at UNC Charlotte is grateful for

J the passion and work she put into the

f [ program.



CAMPUS WOMEN @

CLII\/IATE SURVEY &

- aia'f,

In the spring of 1988, menbers on campus ooncerned for the well—
being of women begon discussions and meeting in regards to a
Campus Climate Survey for Women. The Steering committee was headed
‘by Mory Dawn Bailey.

A little over a year later. the' report was' published on September
- 26th 1989 ond officially titled, "Report of the Steering Committee
on the Campus Climate for Women”. The report included statistical
“information on women representatlon on campus, experiences of
“women, ond recomendations for solutions and improvements the
campus could make to better support women.

Below are some of summary points mode by the ,,
- report:

e 12% of higher acministrative people are

nwomen :

o 39% growth in female facultg during 1980-

88, honever 60% were non-tenure track
roles

¢ llomen on compus were 3x likely to witness

harassment on campus than men

e Qver 80% of both women and men students

did not know what-UNCC- sexual: horassment

policy was
o 10% staff said they hod been victim of <
sexual harassment by someone from campus ) Fist drawing from UNCC

e 12% of femole students they hod been VoW newsletter, early
sexually harassed by another student

Overall female student confidence was lower than men
" e Female staffers in clerical roles were dissatisfied w1th LACK -
advancement opportunities

OF

C e The report shares various coments from female students on sex1st,

comments made by foculty ond instructors

-Some of the recommendations made were a Women’s Center ond more 2

resources allocated to affirmative ‘action. In the same year,

=

proposal for a Women’s Center wos created with the support of Borbara_v.

Goodnight. Homever, this request was not successful.



GUEST SPEAKERS

In the past 40 years, the program has been
fortunate enough to host empomering
speakers wmith diverse backgrounds on
various topics important to llomen’s and
Gender studies. This include but ore not
limited to Nikki Giovanni, Gloria Steinmon, \
bell hooks, Jennifer Baumgardner, ond ¥
Patricia Hill Collins. B

| AT
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NHkki Giovanni, Mountain Home Air Force
Base. Public Domain Photo, 2008.

Marc gloria &
Nikki Giovanni is an Americon poet ek STEINEM &
and writer. Her work primorily K \
focuses on Black lived experience.
She spoke in the Women’s Studies
lecture series in 1978, before the 1
progrom was instituted. Some of her '/
famous works include Black Judgment GLORIA STEINEM
(1968) and Those llho Ride the Night Feminism: Four Decades Later ||
Winds (1983). !
Monday, March 1, 2010

Gloria Steinem is a social-activist

: - 7pm McKnight Hall
and journalist best known for her P g
leadershlp in t he United States co-sponsored by the Chancellor's Diversity
second-wave feminist movement. In Challenge Fund, the Office of Women's
Programs, the College of Liberal Arts &

2010 she oome to U\C Chc:r.lotte to Sciences, the Distinguished Speakers
do a feminism retrospectlve talk Forum, the Multicultural Resource Center, the

3 (o A 5 Department of Soclology, the Center for
Eliled;, Feminism: Four Decodes Professional and Applied Ethics

ater.




WELCOME

1 & Cendor Speakers Sor

tas,
olities -

Dr. Patricia Hill Collins

Wednesday. March 30 * 7pm
McKnight Hall, Gone Genter

Reception 1o follow in the Lucas Room

wommsnusrgederrudier unor s

ici tinguished
a Hill Collins 1is a dis

Zﬁﬁg;n social theorist and writer who focuses
on race, class, and gender. Other themes in her

kness and
k  include  sexudlity, Blac .

‘gg]’:c\ersectlonolltg She visited UNC Chorlo?:ltﬁ 1rl2
2011 ond presented her featured talk, ac

Sexual Politics 101.7

mﬂm-ﬂmmww e Wil Bt ke Tog
MWM&M‘Hdm—m‘- ahummn—qm;‘nm“u

Jennifer Baumgardner is a writer, film-moker, ond professor. Her
work covers topics such as reproductive rights, interpersonal
violence, bisexuality, and women’s emponerment. She came to UNC
Charlotte in 2011 and was involved in a week-long event titled,
“Activist in Residence.”



GRADUATE LEVEL:
GENDER, SEXUALITY,
N WOI\/IEN S STUDIES
CERTIFICATE &nmin

w
Since the initiol days when the
program was just beginning, groaduate
level work wos a gool of the |\ Y 4

progrom. Though a few graduate
llomen®s Studies courses mere offered
et firstgmlmcrt g 'I:he:|: ””g = Gender, Sexuality &
) o sender, sexual oL
tos. formed in 1997 with the purposs Siomeris Bl
of expanding available offerings for

Ty

graduate students. One of the first It..E: e
B6000-1evel courses that come out of Lol T
this committee was “Feminist Theory H:;; f““f fu:r

and Tts Applications”. e
S FEHiMmE s
Ten years later in 2007, a Gender, A“ F
Sexuality, and llomen’s Stucdies _ wﬂ”EHSSrumES
graduate certificate wmas opproved E
and began as a course of study in
2008. Dr. Coral Woylond was the
inauguroal  coordinator for  the
graduate certificate.

Hﬂscqw,f 5

Graduate
Certificate
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CORAL INAYLAND
2007-2008

[ wa

KENT BRINTNALL
2015-2018
2023 -PRESENT

* ELISABETH PAQUETTE
2020-2023
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WGST IN THE!
PRESENT
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The UNC Charlotte lNomen’s and Gender Studies progrom celebrated
its 40th Anniversary on Morch 21st, 2024. Alumni, foculty,
staff, students, and community members gathered to hear student
testimonials on the impact of the progrom. Following this,
previous directors of the program gathered in front of the
campus community to discuss the program’s past, present, and
future. Dr. Ann Corver concluded that the progrom and its

students were, “a dreoam come true.”
Left page 1mages Photos from the
lomen* s and Gender Studies 4Oth " ¥
celebration event featuring facu‘l'l:y L apeb
and students.

WOMEN'S KT GENDER STES

Right page images: Collage of‘event}
and course files for llomen’s and
Gender Studies from Dr. Elisabeth
Paquette papers, dated 2015-2025



Race. Gender. and Prison Abolition
PHIL 4990/5050 & W A050/5050

Spring 2018 - Tuesda)

SFerniredsme (:!&';/’;I‘ eoeryone.

WEDMNESDAY, APRIL 19 | Resource Fair | Breakout S
STUDENT UNION 340 | 10am-12pm | Each Hour

Co-sponsored by: Conferences, Reservations, and Event §
Counseling Center + Gen-X * Girls Rock Charlotte
Office of International Programs = Student Involver

B macutut Ruscurce Geniar tssne 76V PO ] @mvcunce moc unce odu + 1048871
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WHY WOMEN'S
GENDER STUDIES? |

“In October of 2023, I went to Special Collections for the
first time to conduct research on oarchived documents
related to the founding of the Women’s and Gender Studies
Program at UNC Charlotte for the Carver/Cloninger
fellowship. As I sat at one of the tables in the Dalton
Reading Room at Atkins Library and combed through various
correspondence, flyers, and meeting minutes, an overarching
question came to mind: ‘Why are we doing this?’ lhy are we
doing this? What makes commemoration and memory work worth
doing? lhy are we doing llomen’s and Gender Studies? ...”

Submission to Ann Carver Essay Contest, 2024
Staci Batchelor




“...I think many people’s answers to these questions would
vary, but would ultimately have the same underlying theme.
In relation to the history of Women’s and Gender Studies,
in general, there will always be some sort of powers at be
that do not want women and gender-nonconforming
individuals, racial minorities, LGBT+ folks, disabled
people, and other marginalized identities to not learn
about themselves, their pasts, and their accomplishments.
It makes having the existence and commemoration of a
Women’s and Gender Studies hold these “crevices of power”
Katherine WMcKittrick refers to in her book, Demonic
Grounds against those who diminish its value or do not

want such a space to exist. The more marginalized people
know, the more they have the ability to resist...

There 1is power in memory work, commemoration, and
remembrance, all of which I have learned oabout and
utilized in Women’s and Gender studies. It ultimately
informs me that the scholarship I do is valuable, worth
doing, and sharing with the community.”




Dr. Sonya Ramsey

I give you my utmost gratitude and thanks
for coordinating the fellowship and
selecting me for this project.

Dr. Tina Shull
Thank you for your significant
collaboration, guidance, and support on this

project. f.«f g

Joy Davis
My thanks for being the best co-fellow and

your extroordinary vision.

J. lrrey Atkins Librory Special Collections
Staff

lle are so grateful for Katie Howell,
Adreonna Bennett, Tina lliright, and Damn
Schmitz. Joy ond I could of not done this
fellowship without your guidance.

Debarati Dutta

My personal appreciation for Deborati, who
came in to support my fellowship work in the
Spring 2024 semester and who also brings
light wherever she goes and to whomever she
meets.
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SOURCES

Primary Documents were sourced from J. MNurrey Atkins
Library, University of North Corolina at Charlotte.

Collections Utilized:

Ann Corver Popers

Academic Affairs Faculty Governance Records

Academic Affairs Vice Chancellor subject files

Academic Affairs, Academic Planning and Curriculum records
Business Affairs Vice Chancellor subject files

Chancellor (Dean W. Colvord) Records, 1964-1979
‘Chancellor (E.K. Fretwell) Records, 1966-1989

Chancellor (Jomes H. Woodnord) Records, 1985-2007
Collection of UNC Charlotte brochures and printed materials
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences records

Cone University Center records - A
Elisdoeth Paquette Papers adh
Groduate School Deon's Office Records Y \ :
J. Murrey Atkins Librory records ( e
Multicultural Resource Center records \

Office of Assessment and’ Accreditation records B

Office of Public Relations records

Student Affairs Vice Chancellor records, 1970-2012

UNC Charlotte photographs collection

University Publications--Newsletters

Dean of Students Records

Another product of the Corver/Cloninger fellowship was the
creation of the WGST oral histories of past directors and
affilioted faculty. Information from the oral histories
were also included in this project. The oral history
portion of the fellowship was coordinated by Joy Davis.
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y "What we do is %
more important
than what we say

we believe.”

—Ioell hooks
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