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Phan 1

Chuyén tinh & New York" khéng chi la cau chuyén riéng vé
tinh yéu cua téi va nhirng ngu&i téi gap, né con la nhirng
bai hoc dau doi quy gida ma téi da dwoc trdi nghiém, va
mudn chia sé! Téi cling hy vong mdi ching ta sé tim dwoc
mot phan minh trong do!

T6i da gap anh that tinh ¢&. Tinh c& anh dén....

Van nhé ngay do 1a ngay 29/12, dang mét ngay sau sinh
nhat thtr 22 cla t6i. Tuyét roi ta toi trén phd 34, t6i budc
chan vao Macy's ma hai tay té dai vi quén khéng cdm theo
gang tay. Van nhé cai khong khi don nam maéi & New York
luc nao clng dac biét, moi nguwoi than thién va hao huc
hon ngay thwéng mét cach ré rét. Khap dwdng phé va cac
clra hang la mét mau am cung pha khap, dén tuyét roi
tréng cling 4m ap. Vay nén khi vé Viét Nam rdi, luc Giang
Sinh réi gan nam mai, tw nhién hay goi ra cai cam giac
rat... New York.

Tap vao Macy's, luc d6 tdi dw dinh mua mét cai mascara
hiéu Ester Lauder, cling kha dat nhung tién nao cla nay.
Dao qua gian hang ryc r& dd mau trong khu my pham.
Dirng lai, cAm 1én, va mua, rat nhanh gon. Béat ng® nhin
qua sau gwong mot khudn méat dan é6ng cuwc ky hap dan
khién t6i khéng thé nao khéng quay ngoéat lai nhin. Mét anh
chang kha cao rao, khuén mat lai gitva A Déng va phwong
Tay, tham chi ca nét cua My La tinh nira, téc dai, rau quai
nén, déi mat, va ca cai miéng, tuyét dep. That vd duyén,
nhwng t6i khéng thé khéng ngoai lai nhin, vi that hiém khi
t6i thdy mot ngwdi dep trai téi nhw vay. Va ching ta, chang
ai n® bd 16... dung khéng nhi?

Thue sy cling ¢6 Itc t6i nhin thay nhiéu ngwoi dep trai trén
dwong phd hay dau d6, nhwng déi khi toi kiéu hanh khong
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ngoai lai nhin. Vi t6i nght rang, nhitng nguoi nhw vay, clr
nghi minh quan trong 1dm, chéc ai ciing pha| nhin ngam ho
nhi? Téi khéng thém! Nhwng anh thi khac, 1an dau tién, toi
nhin, va nhin thdng vao mét, chéc ciing phai vai giay toi
mé&i bdi rdi quay ra chd khac, mét hanh dong khéng thé
kiém ché. Va khudn mat téi thoang dd, hinh nhw thé!

Va t6i ciing liéc thay, hinh nhw c6 nu cudi tir phia do, cudi
vi hanh dién hay vi cuoi... déu, tdi khong rd niva. Chi thay
minh that vé duyén va thu nhan rang, cé lic cling phai guc
nga trwdc cai dep ma thdi! Vay nén, té6i nhanh chong quay
ra mua chiéc mascara va chudn le, tat nhién t6i cling khéng
phai 1a ngwdi duy nhat ngdm anh, ngay c¢6 ban hang ciing
vira ban hang cho téi, vira nhin anh khéng chép!

Va toi vira lang thang trong Macy's, vira nghi vé ngwdi dan
6ng d6. Clr nhw xoet dién vay, t6i khéng nghi rang co thé
co luc t6i bi "tiéng sét ai tinh", tdi chi tw an Ui rang: "D6 1a
mot ngwdi dan 6ng quyén ri, ca ty co6 nhin thiy anh ta thi
ca ty cd bi xoet nhw vay", minh thwc ra chi vi hap dan béi
vé dep trai ma thdi. Thyc ra cé luc gap ca nhirng cd gai
xinh dep, t6i cling ngdn ngo kha lau, vi sao, vi tdi ghen ti
Va voi anh, t6i cling thoang ghen ti, ghen ti vi gia nhw anh
ta s& la ngwdi dan 6ng cGa minh. T6i cling thadc mac anh 13
chung toc gi nira?

Qua that, ciing khéong dé dang khi quén mét ngudi qua an
twong nhw vay. Dan t&i hé qua téi c di qua phd 34, ma
liéc thAy cai Macy's la lai bdi hdi, ngdm nghia dau do, biét
dau toi lai gap dwoc anh ta nhi? That budn cudil

Téi tin vao duyén s, va dung 1a duyén sb. "C6 duyén &
chan troi cling sé gap, vb duyén & trwéc mat cling nhw
khéng". Qua that, c6 nhivng nguoi t6i déi mat hang ngay
hang gi& hay mét thdi gian dai, tham chi co luc nghi téi mét
cai gi do "xa hon", nhung réi téi va ho cha bao gio di toi
dau. Nhwng cé nhitng nguoi, khi gap mét lan, nhung la



duyén s6 cua ta, dé roi du nguoi dy & dau, ngudi ay cling
sé tré ve bén ta.
Nhwng ngay luc do, téi khdng nght rang va cling khoéng

dam nghi, rang anh sé& la duyén sb cua toi, cho t&i khi
chang t6i cham mat nhau trén tau dién ngam.

Ca anh va t6i cing ndm chung mot cai cot trong tau cho t&i
khi quay lai, 4 mat cham nhau. C6 1& anh nhin cuda t6i no ky
la 1dm, chi c6 anh m&i co6 thé ta lai dwgc cho toi biét ma
thoi, toi chi biét, hinh nhw nhan cau cda t6i me di, vi luc do
t6i... nhin khéng rd nira, nguyén nhan cé thé 1a do nhip tim
dap hdi ha nhanh gép 10 1an bac si cho phép!

Va t6i lai thAy anh mim cwdil Mét nu cudi cd ca thé gioi
hanh phuc chiva chan trong dé. C6 |18 ca ddi nay roi toi sé
chang thé nao quén dwoc khodnh khic y!



Phan 2

- "Hi", cau chao "lam quen" dwgc mé cung nu cudi. Va tat
nhién, t6i cling "Hi". T6i vira vui vira bdi rdi, luc d6, y nghi
trong dau tdi, d6 1a "Phai lam quen cép téc, dirng bd 1& co
hoi, catch him catch him...". Cang nhin can mat t6i cang
ngat ngay b&i cai vé dan éng "xu xi" (vi bd rau quai nén cho
du da m& hon hém trwwdc) cia anh. Thu thyc bay gio nght
lai t6i khéng nh¢ luc d6 mat t6i da dé c& nao va t6i da an
ndi ngbc nghéch ra sao niva.

Tét nhién, cau tiép theo, khong ndm ngoai dw doan: "I've
seen you somewhere? You look so similar!" (Anh da nhin
thdy em & dau do thi phai, tréng em rat quen!). Va t6i ciing
tra |0i: "I do have a same feeling, i've seen you somewhere"
(Em cling c6 cam giac nhw vay, em da nhin thy anh & dau
d6). Somewhere la thé nao, t6i biét tdng 1a & dau rdi, nhwng
long kiéu hanh lai lam cho t6i ra vé 1a mot ké khéng may
quan tam. (Nhwng téi biét t6i da khoéng thé che gidu cam
xuc cua minh).

Va ca hai cuing cuoi, kiéu cudi "U t6i biét tdng da nhin thay
ban & dau roi".

- You have very special eyes! They have strong energy!
(Em c6 ddi mét rat dac biét! N6 dwong nhw cé ndng lwong!)
- Really? Why? (That w? Sao anh néi vay?)

- Because they hurt me ( Vi né lam dau anh).

Lai dién chay xoén xoet trong nguwdi, téi cling biét minh cé
mot doi mét kha dac biét, nhwng it khi t6i tan dung "nang
lwong" ctia né dé& phuc vu cho nhirng loi ich riéng, chang
han nhuw...liéc trai. Va tir giay phut d6, téi hiéu déi mat minh
da lam dwoc mot viéc qua cé ich, co thé anh da bj cubn hat



b&i anh mét clia t6i, ¢ thé 1dm chir, cho du téi da khong cb
y!
- Hurt you? How come? ( Lam dau anh? Nhuw thé nao co?)

- Tell you what? Don't ever look directly into other people's
eyes, you'd hurt them, you know? (N6i thé nao nhi, em ¢c6
biét 1a khi nhin thdng vao mét ai d6, em sé lam dau ho
khong?)

- Why? it sounds terrible! (Tai sao cht? Nghe that kinh
khung)

- You hurt me! (Em lam dau anh!)

Anh nhanh chéng chan cau néi cé vé day hon déi ma lai rat
"t hao" cua téi ngay lap tirc. Va t6i cwdi day sung swéng:

- Now you blame me for your pain? (Va bay gi® anh d 16i
cho em?)

- Yes | do.

Luc d6, cam giac ty hao that sy, va hanh phac nira. Vi
dwong nhw cai nguwdi téi nghi dén lau nay, ciing da nghi
dén t6i, va tdi da gap duwoc nguoi dy, co thé éng troi (hay
ddi mét?) da cho chung t6i dén véi nhau, thi sao?

- May | know what country you are from? Where you born
here? (Anh c6 thé biét em den tr dau khéng? Em sinh ra &
day w?)

Oa, t6i chwa kip héi anh la anh ngwoi nwéc nao, thi anh da
hdi t6i. Chirng td, anh c6é day nhirng thdc mac trong dau y
nhw t6i thdc mac vé anh vay. N6i so' qua vé cai ngoai hinh
cla t6i khi & nwédc ngodai, t6i rat thich thu khi moi ngudi &
day hai tdi vé qudc tich. Ai ciing thy tdi chau A, nhwng da
lai nAu nau, miéng rong, mdi day, mat kha to va nau, khac
xa v&i nhitng co gai chau A rat gibng nhau & day. O day,
con gai Trung Qudc va Viét Nam déu coé mét ngoai hinh
chung: téc dai ngang lwng, da trdng, nhd nhé xinh xinh. Cac
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cd Han thi nhin rd han, mat mét mi, cao rao. Nhat thi phi
bui va bé npé. Philippin hay Indo gi d¢6 thi da rat den! Tém
lai la t6i chang giong ai, va kha nang goi toi la Viét Nam thi
lai cang khong, vi chi sO nguwoi biét toi Viet Nam da khéng
phai la qua nhiéu! Va nhuv bao ngudi khac, téi bat anh
doan. bay ludn [a thu vui khi ai d6 doan toi la ngwoi nwéc
nao, vi hau nhw chang ai doan trang ca.

- Chinese? No cant be

- Phillippines? No

- Thailand? May be, i guess, that's it, you are Thai, oh no...

Anh ¢t dirng doan nhw vay khién téi cudi nhw mot dira tré
dang dwoc cho an keo. Téi vira cwoi vira ty hao, vira chot
lo, cai bén tdi sdp phai xubng. Anh xudng dau, t6i s& xubng
do, téi quyét dinh. Mac du hém dé t6i cé mot cai hen an
trira voi mot 6ng luat sw ma téi lai khéng cé di dong dé bao
lai cho 6ng ta.

Va tau da di qua cai bén t6i can xubng. Téi danh liéu hdi
anh rang, khi nao anh sé& xuéng? Anh lai héi lai t6i, khi nao
t6i s& xudng? That ngai quéa di, chang 1& néi v&i anh rang,
cai bén t6i can dén, né da qua dwoc mét luc réi. Va toi
danh "noi dbi", rang t6i dang di choi lang thang, muén
xubng luc ndo cling dwoc. Cling d& hoi phét, vi rd rang
ngay dé bdo tuyét cling mit mung I&m, vira lanh vira am u,
khéng c6 viéc cha ai ham ra khdi nha ca. Anh bdo, hai bén
nira sé& xudng, anh (cling) dang c6 mét cudc hen an trwa
véi méy "ddi tac". Toi chwa ré 1dm anh lam nghé gi? Va vi
t6i khéng chiu néi cho anh biét tdi 1a ngudi "tr dau dén",
nén anh ciing khdng chiu ndi cho téi biét anh la "ching toc"
nao. Co6 kha nang khdéng phai la cong dan sinh ra & My, vi
tiéng Anh cla anh c6 pha tap chat Tay Ban Nha. T6i doan
anh c6 ngudn gbc Tay Ban Nha gi do, va phai c6 ca chau
A, vi nét chau A trén khudn méat anh khéng l1an di dau dwoc.



Dé&c biét 1a 16ng may ram va rau quai nén, rat d&c trwng cla
ngudi Nhat.

Déc diém t6i nhé mai vé anh, cho t&i tan bay gi®, virva nhé
vira vo cung thich thi mdi lan nght dén. D6 1a mébi khi anh
ndi, anh lai cdi xubng, nhiu 16ng may va phi cwoi. Diéu do
cudn hut khéng ta ndi. Téi dang dwoc ndi chuyén véi mot
ngudi dan éng quyén rii dén kho tin. Va thé rdi ti bat dau
hoang mang khi bén anh can xubng da sép t&i. Téi co nén
xudng cung khéng? Co6 nén héi sb dién thoai khéng? Anh
da cd nguwdi yéu chwa nhi? (chac chan 1a phai cé réi ch).
Téi mudn hdi qua, nhwng tha thwe trong cudc ddi téi chwa
bao gi& lam nhirng viéc nhw vay ca. Toi bat dau thiy cudng
quyt, va chot tac lwdi, véi ngudi dan 6ng nay, voi co hoi
hiém hoi nay, t6i s& cho minh cai quyén dé dién trwdc anh
ta!

Cé thé t6i da dung, vi tr gidy phat quyét dinh dé "dién" do,
t6i da chuyén vao cudc ddi cla minh cd moét thoi yéu
thwong va dir déi...



Phan 3

Roi cai bén do cling ti. Qua that, sao ho "nghi” ra cai tau
dién ngam chay nhanh la thé, cau chuyén chi vai cau ngan
ngui ma da phai dirng lai. Clra ma, gio6 lanh Ga vao tir phia
dwong tau doi dién khién t6i hat hoi lién tiép hai céi. "God
bless you", anh lai phi cw¢i. "Thank you"!

- Em xudng cung anh a? - Anh hoi

- Uh, di lang thang ma! - Tai cwdi, va bat dau ngap ngirng.
Cé |& t6i da cb tinh ngap ngirng, tdi chd mot tin hiéu "keep
in touch" tr phia anh.

- S6 dién thoai ctia em 1a gi? Em c6 sé di dong chir ?

Thé phao kin dao mét cai, toi lac dau rang t6i chi co so dién
thoai nha, va co6 thé...thém dia chi email nira (hoi do cai gi
téi cling giao lwu qua email, chwa biét chat, va hdm nao toi
cting check mail!).

- Great, vay cho anh sb dién thoai nha va email ctia em di.
TGi lai lung tung vi t6i cha dem theo to gidy hay cai but nao
ca, di an trwa mang theo may cai dé lam gi. Toi hoi anh co
giay to khdng va anh rat ra mét cai card, noi rang do la s6
dién thoai cia anh. That tiéc la luc dé anh chi co mot cai
card va khong coé cai but nao ca. Ma anh dwong nhuw rat voi
va, t6i khong dam lam phién lau, quyét dinh dé anh di ma
khong kip kiém ra cai gi viet so dién thoai hay email cta
minh cho anh. Nhwng du sao t6i da cé cai card cta anh!

- Goi dién hodc email cho anh sé dién thoai clia em nhé. |
gotta go. See you lovely eyes!

Va rbi anh nhanh chéng di mat. Téi ciing hoi hut hang,
nhwng moét chut xiu théi, con thwe ra téi vo cung sung
swdng. Cam giac bat ngd van con nguyén xi, c¢r nhw minh
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vira nam mo tinh day vay. Téi ngdm nghia chiéc card, chot
nghi, néu ma gié dwdng tau thdi bay mét cai card nay, thi
chéc t6i sé lao theo bat mat, hix! Anh tén la Ryan, va khéng
sai khi c6 mét cai ho rat dac trwng ctia Tay Ban Nha, dang
la tro Iy cho mét trung tdm nha si tw nhan. C6 thé anh ta
con dang di hoc dai hoc, t6i nght thé!

Ludc nay, hoi "tinh tinh", t6i m&i nhé ra 6ng luat sw dang
kinh no. K& thi ciing hoi mudn, nhwng réi t6i quyét dinh di
nguwoc lai tim gap 6ng ta, t6i cling doi Iam roi, vi day mudn
va chwa an uong gi ca Téi dinh bung néu khong gap 6ng
ay, t6i sé mua mot m|eng banh pizza that to, r6i chui vao
Central Park lanh 180 ngdi hwédng thu niém vui ctia minh
cht chwa vé nha voi.

Ch¢& tau di nguoc lai that la 1au. Téi dang & quan Queens,
trong khi t6i hen 6ng luat sw tan bén quan Manhattan. Luc
do t6i c6 nhirng cam giac hoa trén vo6 cung tha vi, vui, lo
lang, hoéi hdp. Va t6i chi mudn cuwdi ma théi, thy moi ngudi
ai cling dé& thwong. Tham chi, khi tau dén, mac du tau
khong déng lam, nhwng khi thay mét ngwdi phu ni dirng
tudi (ma khong gia l&dm dau) phai ding, 16i drng day
nhwdng ghé cho ba ta khién ca ba ta va may ngu’m xung
quanh giat minh. Van con vai ghé tréng lac dac & phia xa
xa, ba ta chac cling chang c6 nhu ciu ngdi ma lai di ding
ngay trwéc mat tdi. Vay nén, khi t6i dirng nhwdng chd,
cling "bat dac di" ma ngdi, chéc luc do tw hai 16i dau ra cai
dlra d& hoi tot bung dén thé nhi?

Pirng trén tau, mot tay ndm cét, mot tay cho vao trong tui,
man mé cai card, va t6i bat dau suy nghi...lung tung. Liéu
anh ta cé ngwdi yéu chwa nhi? Ma coé thi ciing ké, biét dau
anh 4y thich minh thi sao? Ma khong lam ngui yéu thi lam
ban vay. Rbi t6i tham chi nghi xa hon nira, rang ching toi
ma c6 mdi quan hé gi, thi t6i sé budn 1am, vi téi chi dugc &
day cé vai thang, tdi sé phai tré vé Viét Nam dé hoan thanh
ndt ndm cudi dai hoc. Nhung réi t6i tdc lwdi, theo kiéu:
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"Cha biét ngay mai sé ra sao, ma c6 ra sao ciing cha sao".
Cw tan hwdng niem vui ky diéu trwdc mat nay di da.

Xudng bén, t6i mo ra dwoc van phong cla 6ng Luat sw trén
phé 23, luc bdm tin hiéu tr dwoi lobby, tdi cling hoi lo
khéng c¢6 ai tra |, ngai that. Ong luat sw hen t6i qua email.
Tbi va 6ng ta tinh c& gap nhau trén dao Roosevelt, noi toi
& cung gia dinh, nha 6ng ta cling & trén dé. Luc chung toi
dang chd chiéc xe bus dd dwa ra bén tau dién ngam thi
éng ta nhin thay téi. Va lam quen ngay lap tic (ca thoi &
NewYork, céi vi cla t6i day chat cards cta nhirng nguoi
lam quen tinh c& nhw vay, dwdng nhuw di dau ciing kiém
dwoc ngwdi mudn lam quen, ho thady minh ky la, xinh xan,
doc dao hay...tham chi x4u xi cling khéng hé ngai ngan bat
chuyén, van hoéa lai tap tw do cliia My 1a thé day!). Va tat
nhién, t6i va 6ng ta cling m& dau cau chuyén bang cau "Co
dén tr nwdc nao nhi?". Bén cudi khi da 16 ra Viét Nam, thi
mat ong ta sang ruc: "Oh, Ho Chi Minh, yeah, i love him".
Va vi s ham md cubng nhiét ciia 6ng luat sv ciing hoi gia
nay (khoang c& 50 tudi), nén téi da email cho éng ta, khéng
ngdai muc dich tim hiéu vé kién thirc Luat uyén bac cla
6ng nay (t6i dang hoc Luat & dai hoc & nha ma!). Chung toi
giao lwu bang email 1a chinh, va hdm nay téi dwoc moi an
trwa (dé& ngdi ban thao vé...Luat).

Chot nght bay gid 6ng ta cé dén téi tdi cling khéng co tam
tri ma ndi chuyén vé Luat. Cudi cung ciing coé tiéng tra 1,
giong phu ni¥, chac la thw ky: "Vang, ai day a?" "Téi can
gap Paul Layton". "Ong &y di an trwa chwa vé, c6 c6 hen
voi dng Ay khong?" "Co". "Vay tén co la gi dé toi goi cho
éng ay". "N6i véi 6ng 4y rang toi la Ha Kin". Téi bat dau
thay ngai qua, vi minh da dén mudn, ma day thi khéng phai
la Viét Nam, dac biét la v&i luat sw thi ho lai cang khéng
chap nhan tré hen. "Ong 4y ndi rang sé gap c6 vao mot
budi khac". "Oh, dwoc rdi, cdm on!".
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Théi cha sao, dang nao ciing la 16i tai t6i va dang nao toi
cling khéng c6 hirng cho 1dm. Vi tdi da sdn sang danh ddi
cudc hen nay dé bat lay mot co hoi Ién lao nhw thé kia co
ma! Vay thi, di an banh pizza va vao Central Park choi nhw
dw dinh. Nhwng ma....lanh qua, ti lai mudn di vé. T6i sé
mua cai banh &n xong réi mau chong di vé, rét qua. Khéng
hiéu do t&i mac chwa di 4m hay vi nhitng cdm xuc ltc dé
khién ngudi tdi c& run hét ca Ién.

Mua dwoc cai banh, nhay Ién tau F. Cha |é an trwdc dong
nguwdi nhung ma réi clr vd tw nhw thé, ma ciing chang ai
quan tam. Téi cling cha quan tam, t6i dang vui!

Vé dén nha, viéc dau tién 1a t6i gianh may véi 6ng em cua
minh dé& ngdi danh email "ta 16i" v&i 6ng luat sw. Va cé mot
diéu bat ngd xay ra, that cha hiéu ra lam sao niva. Téi khi
doc lai cai mail cia 6ng ta va reply, t6i m&i phat hién
ra....tdi da di gap éng ta nham ngay. Thwc sw ngay mai méi
la ngay chung t6i hen an trwa. T6i ngadn nguwdi ra moét luc,
va pha lén cwdi dm T khién thang em t6i twéng toi bi ...mat.
Toi cwdi sung swong, vi nho sy dang tri vé duyén nay ma
t6i da gap dwoc anh. Moi ngudi co thiy suw viéc hoi ky la
khéng? Cha I& noi rang do khong phai la duyén s6?

Cuwoi chan ché, tdi maéi tho tay vao tui Iéy card cua anh ra,
dinh xem lai dia chi email. Nhwng ma, biét sao khéng? Toi
da sam mat lai khi luc ca 2 cai tui 4o 16ng khéng thay cai
card dau. Troi a, né & dau, tdi chi dé & trong hai cai tdi ao
l6ng thdi ma, hay la do téi deo gang tay, lic moc tién ra trd
banh t6i da lam roi mat ma khéng biét? Gi chi cai tinh béat
can va dang tri cla t6i, t6i hiéu qua ré! Nho luc do tra 49,
t6i cam theo 20$, t6i dwoc tra lai 1 t 10$, 1 to 5$ va 1 to
1$, tién van con nguyén. Nhwng ma luc khap 2 tui khéng
thdy cai card dau ca, chi c6 dam tién d6 théi. Téi d& mudn
oa khoc rdi ddy, mubn lao xubng dwdi nha ra ven séng
dirng khéc, va... hét, va...tec! Y nghi dau tién, hay la quay
lai chd ban pizza xem c6 phai n6 roi & dé hay khéng?
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Va t6i dirng day méc quan 4o, ra bén tau! Rbi boil Tiéc,
tc!
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Phan 4

Chuwa bao gi® t6i sbt rudt t&i nhw vay, dirng ch® xe bus ma
bdn chdn khéng chiu ndi. Térc minh t6i tw di bd ra bén tau
du ciing kha xa. Di rat khan trwong, di nhw ai dudi, t6i mudn
di that mau chéng nhu so cai card d6 sé cé ai nhat mét,
hay bi quét mat, hay tom lai la...mat! M&t tdi ing d, co 18
vira do lanh vira do tdm trang b4t én. Troi lanh da man, gié
manh quét nhirng hat tuyét méng t&i tAp lam mat téi dau
rat. Toi sdng trén dao nén bdn bén la séng nuwdce, gio co thé
thdi cho t6i bay xudng séng chi chwa néi di bd trong gia
b&ng nhw vay. Lac d6 tdi con rat dau dau niral Ty nhd, sao
ma minh phai khd thé, chwa bao gio t6i phai khd toi thé
nay. Khd vi céi tinh dang tri, khd vi... mé nguwoi dep trai
(nhwng "tan tinh" va "cudng nhiét" 14 hai dac trwng rat...Ha
Kin!)

Lac d6 téi trc ban than minh I&m, trong cudc doi da bao
nhiéu lan t&i dang tri nhw vay réi. Nhd hdi méi sang New
York, ca gia tai cha t6i 14 1 t& 100 $ me cho, chac dé tiéu
cd...nam luén, hix. VAy ma hém dau tién ra dwéong téi cho
vao tli quan hay 4o nao dé6 ma né mét tiéu ludn. Nghi lai
gi® day van thay dau long.

Thé réi ra dwoc t¢i bén tau, tw nhién cac y nghi cua téi bat
dau diu lai (t6i la ngwdi rat dé hay an Gi minh), da nght toi
viéc sé khéng bao gi¢ lién lac lai dwgre voi anh nira, va sé
chap nhan diéu dé. Du sao, chung téi da dwoc gdp nhau,
mét cubc gap g& thu vi ma khéng phai ai trén doi nay cling
c6 dwoc mot lan. Téi ra bén tau, di cham lai, tr tbn dirng
cho tau t&i, bay gid cé véi cling cha lam cai gi. Nhung toi
hdéi hop, héi hop khéng biét khi t6i t¢i clra hang pizza do,
cai card cé & day hay khoéng? Va t6i ciing khéng rd 1a toi
dang sét ruét hay la t6i dang...td6 mo nira!

14



Tau dén, vang tanh. Ty nhién thdy mat hy vong va tréng
réng. Luc d6 tdm 2,3 h chiéu gi d6,khéng phai gi® cao
diém, moi ngudi ai cling ga gat, lanh 18o va thiéu strc sbng.
Vira bwéc chan vao trong toa la may anh chang Hispanic
nhin t6i cham cham, réi xi x6 ra mét loat tiéng Tay Ban Nha
gi d6 khién toi lai cang c6 thém cam giac...bat 6n.

Ctra hang t6i mua chiéc banh pizza cling phai cach bén tau
dién ngam t6i xudng khoang 2 bén xe bus. Téi sbt rudt nén
khéng dirng ch& xe bus di t&i dé nira ma di bd, tinh ra cling
phai t&i 6 con phd. Téi cling phai cdng nhan Itc d6 téi kha
la dién, vi thoi tiét rat khing khiép, ngudi ta tham chi con
khédng mudn 16 cai méat ra ngoai dwdng vt rac chir chua
néi di "dao phé" nhuw téi! Tdi cling lo rang cai card da bi roi
trén chuyén xe bus luc ti ra tau dién ngam tré vé. Roi &
clra hang pizza con dwoc, chi roi trén xe bus va tau dién
ngam thi hét hy vong that roi!

T&i clra hang, toi hit thd mot cai that sau, roi di téi tim
kiém. Ban ct twdng twong xem, troi tuyét va mwa ban thiu
thé nay, gid st cai card cé con thi chac cling nat bem va
ban thiu. Téi nhin thdy mét déng gidy trang trang ban ban &
trwdc clra hang, cai nao t6i cling nhin day hy vong. Anh
chang ban hang da nhin thay tbi: "You're back for another
pizza girl?" (Mot cai banh pizza nira chwr c6 gai?). Toi gai
dau gai tai mim cwoi, mat lao lién: "Nope, just looking for
something i dropped" (Khdng, t6i chi tim mot th(*r ma toi
danh roi). "You lost something? Your earings? money?
jewerly? haha?" (Cé6 mét cai gi vay? Khuyén tai’? Tién?
Trang strc?) "You want my help?" "Aren't you cold..".... Troi
a, da dang sbt rudt réi ma anh ta cr dirng néi nhw sung lién
thanh, con nhe rang ra ma cuwoi.

Téi da tim khap lwot ma khéng thiy gi ca. Toan mét déng
gidy 16n nhén ban ban va mét anh chang ban pizza cl
dirng cwdi ndi mot cach ky cuc. Téi cha hiéu sao cé nhivng
ngudi khdng bao gi& bi anh hwéng bédi thoi tiét nhw anh
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nay. Anh ta luc chay vao luc lai chay ra xem t6i dang di tim
cai gi. Va ciing cha can biét t6i dang tim gi, anh ta ciing bd
ra dat di tim cung t6i. Nhat dwoc cai gi tréng "dwoc duoc”
nhw |a cai day gi d6 den den dwéi dat cling chia ra hdi toi:
"this one?". Rdi lai chay vao ban banh, anh ta m&c méi cai
tap dé trdng nén xem chirng kha lanh.

Bét lwc, t6i bat chip ban thiu va lanh ngdi phét mét phat
xubng dwdi dat, mat day chan chwong kho chiu, hay tay da
hoan tdan gia bang. Anh pizza lai chay ra, vira nhin thay toi
vay da ra Ién: "Oh my god, what's wrong with you, oh no"
(Oi tréi, co6 chuyén gi véi co thé?)Téi bat can: "Nothing"
(Cha co6 gi). "Stand up, hey stand up, come inside" (Nao
dirng day vao trong di). "No, no, no, no, no" Téi chi thiéu
nwdc khde ma théi, lac dé tuyét vong 1&m ay. "Stand up girl,
listen,you are covering our specials today" (Bing Ién di nao
cb gai, nghe toi, cd dang che mét nhirng moén déc biét hém
nay cla ching téi day!). O, thi ra anh ta lo cho td6i mét phan
théi, con mot phan la t6i dang ngdi chan méat cai
bang...quang cao moén dac biét hdm doé cua ctra hang ho.
Théi toi lai phui 40 dirng day, cai 4o choang ban lem nhem,
t6i rii tung mai toc wot roi thd dai mot cai. Chan da da vai
phat, nhoén mot nu cwoi rat khé hiéu. Thoi, di vé! Thé 1a
hét, coi nhw a hét! Cho dang ddi cai bénh doang ctia minh
di, t6i phai tra gia thoi!

Gio thi cha viéc gi phai di bé! Di xe bus! Hai chan t6i da ra
r&i vi chéng choi v&i nhivng con gié manh. Téi ra bén xe
bus, dirng chd, van khéng quén cb tim xem xung quanh cé
cdi gi trang trdng ban ban dwéi dat khong. Cha cé gi. Toi
lén xe, t&i bén tau, ra vé. Hoan toan trong réng, va cé thém
cdm giac chap nhan. Téi bat dau nghi: khéng hiéu anh 4y
thdy minh khéng lién lac lai niva, anh ta c6 nhé nhung hay
tiéc nudi gi minh khéng nhi? C6 di tim tdi khéng? Chac phai
co chur, phai nh& chtr, pha| tiéc chw? Nhwng cha hiéu sao
t6i van c6 mot niém tin radt manh liét rang, chang téi 1a
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nhirng ngudi c6 duyén véi nhau, chac chan sé con co hoi
gap lai nhau! C6 duyén, chac chan thé.

Tré vé nha, t6i bat ddu phai ganh chju cai sw dién rd cla
minh. Téi bat dau lén con sét dung dung, chac chan da bi
trang gi6. Nam vat ra giwdng, mat dé gay gat. T6i chd me
vé danh cdm. Méi 1an 6m dau, lai thém co sw that vong va
budn chan, t6i hay roi vao tuyét vong.

Va trong con sét t¢i hon 40 d6 ay, da danh thirc dwoc
trong con mo tuyét vong vo cung cua té6i mét khoi goi diéu
ky!
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Phan 5

Sao ta lai dwoc cai cdm giac ciia mot ké 1én con sbt rét
nhi?

Chim trong hai cai chan bong, hoi nong téa ra twr chinh co
thé minh mot cach dién cudng, mo hai rin, dau tién wot hét
mai toc, rdi dén cai 4o, roi dén ca hai cai chan! Nhiét do
trong phong khoang chirng 28 do thi t6i tw ham nong minh
trén 40 d6. Nong den ngat th& nhwng cam thay dé chju vi
cam twéng nhu méi giot md hdi toat ra thi "khi doc" trong
ngwoi cing thoat ra theo!

Va, hoan toan vo thirc, tw nhién bat day va bat ban nhac
rock, "To change your mind" dai dung 35 phut 20 giay. 35
phat 20 giay, bai hat dai nhat trong lich s& nhac rock da
twdng chirng nhw roi vao vo tan. Va chinh ban nhac da 16i
t6i vao mot con bong deé, hinh nhw do tay dé 1én nguc! Chi
nh& luc doé chim vao mét con tuyét vong mién man, khong
16i thoat! Cam twdng nhw tat ca da la "the end of the world"
(tan cung cla thé gidi)! Biét vay ma khong tai nao dut ra dé
tré day véi thue tai, chi nhé nwéc méat chay wét ddm cung
mo héil That khing khiép! Ban nhac két thuc thi tdi cling
troi theo mot mién mién man khac.

Ldc nay mét loat cac hinh anh chang dau vao dau chay
lung tung trong dau, hinh cla ba ngoai luc con séng dang
ngdi vo gao, hinh ngon ndi & nha 6ng ndi, dwdi chan nui la
nha minh, hinh anh t6i lang thang trén dao, trén phd 34,
khuén mét cla anh, va cubi cung....la hinh anh cla cai
card. Toéi bat dau 16 md nhé ra nhirng chi tiét trén cai card
(c6 18 du trong tinh trang khéng kiém soat t6i van cb cho
suy nghi minh dirng lai va tap trung tai day). Té6i nhd nhat
c6 hai chi tiét, d6 la mau...cia chi¥ in trén dé, mau xanh
anh kim, va tén email cia anh (khéng nhé& cé gach dudi
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hay khéng va vi cai ho Tay Ban Nha cia anh dinh kém hoi
rac rdi), anh dung dia chi AOL. Téi ciing loang thoang nhin
thay tén phd van phong noi anh lam viéc, chac chan cé moét
sb 5, t6i khédng nho 1a phd 57 hay la phd 65, va dai 16...3.
Chéc chan thé! bung thé, khi nhé ra dwoc tén dai 16, sé co
kha n&ng "truy tim" xem nhirng van phong nha si nao bét
ngudn tr dai 16 sé 3 cla mét phd cé con sé 5. (Phd &
Manhattan danh tr 1 cho t&i 200 theo chiéu doc, chiéu
ngang tirng con phd lai danh diu dai 16 tv 1 dén 12).

Va khi tinh dan, cdm nhan clia nhirng not ban dang bat dau
hién ra, co Ié,do nong qua! Kho chiu, nong, dau dau, cd
hong dang ngat va rat, tinh khéi ac mong la ho ri rwoi!

Va roi, bat dau thdy "minh man", biét minh vira thoat khai
mot con co giat! Bat diu cé thé bé dwoc mot chiéc chan
bdng, v& cai gwong thdy mot khuén mat té dai khong strc
sbng! Ngam lai cai lac tay bang bac da hoan toan dbi sang
mau sat ri. Nhuwng lic nay bat diu thady minh héi sinh, con
tuyét vong da hoan toan qua!

1 h rudi sang. Cau em chwa chiju di ngti dang vwon vai ué
oai nghich may tinh. Téi |0 d& di ra xin cai may "cé viéc"
mot lic. Pinh bung, vira viét cai thu xin 16i éng luat sw
khéng di an trwa duwoc, vira bat tay vao truy tim cai ho cla
anh (dé can tén chinh xac viét email), vira truy xem coé dia
chi tén van phong clia anh hay khéong. (My cé chwong trinh
tim dia chi rat hay, chi cAn danh mét vai t khéa co lién
quan 1a n6 sé cho moét loat danh sach tha hd Iwa chon. Téi
dinh dung cum t&r "Manhattan dental office". Thang em hdi
chi c6 sao khéng, va dut khoat né khdng cho téi dung may.
Vé&i ly do da qua mudn, bd bat tat va vi téi dang ém. Tic
dién, cha lam dwgc gi, t6i danh ghi ra nhirng gi minh nh¢
va can phai lam ra gidy, kep can than trén ban may tinh rbi
quay ra giwdng ngu tiép. Rat hdi hdp va..hdo hic, chi
mong sang dén that nhanh dé thi nghiém y twéng cua toi
ma thoi.
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Ubng vién thubc cam, tréo 1én giwong 4m ap, long lai tran
tré hy vong. Nghi rang minh khéng nén bé cudc quéa sém,
cling hoi tv hanh ha cai ban than mét ti nhwng déi luc dé
cling 1a thir thach. Thir xem nao, néu thanh céng, qua tha
vi &y chi!

Ciing cha ngu dwoc that, vira hao hirc vira do da ngua mé
man sudt, nén 7h sang. Me day téi cling day theo, moé ngay
ra cai may tinh. Me thay vay kéu am I&n: "Nghi di, ma di tat
vao, mét vi cd 1dm co™"! Chwa bao gi® t6i thdy cai may tinh
kh&i déng lau nhw Iic dé! Chwa doi may ngirng han t6i da
nhdy vao google, dau tién I1a di tim cai ho cha anh. Téi
mudn biét tén nao Ia phd bién nhat va dung nhéat. Ciing
giébng nhuv Viét Nam ho Nguyén chi 1a Nguyén théi chd
khéng thé cé Ngyén hay la Nguén dwoc, t6i nghi thé. Toi
danh dai vao theo tri nhé ctia minh nhirng ky tw nhé dworc.
Va google dung la google, né ra ngay mét loat nhirng
nguwoi co tén véi cai ho nhw vay, cé6 mét cai ho gibng nhat
va phd bién nhéat. Tam goi d6 la X. T6i nhé khéng nham thi
dia chi email clia anh la tén dau va cudi clia anh. Dai loai 1a
Ryan_X@aol.com , hoac RyanX@aol.com , hoac
XRyan@aol.com , hoac X_Ryan. Khéng sao ca, gri vao
mot va cc sang tat ca cac dia chi email con lai, dung sé di,
sai gtri tra.

V6i va vao trong email cia minh danh thw. Rat héi hop va
day hy vong. Téi danh rat ngan gon, dai loai: "Hi, this is Ha
Kin, we met on the F train, remember? The one with painful
eyes. | have lost your card so trying to contact you by
chance. This is my email and my phone number, please
give me a ding if you receive this email. Also sorry if this
email goes to somebody else's address." (Chao, Ha Kin
day, chung ta da gap nhau trén tau F, nh& khéng? Nguoi
cé ddi mat lam dau ngudi khac! Em da lam mat card cla
anh vi thé dang c6 lién lac lai v&i anh day. Day la email va
sb dién thoai cla em, goi cho em néu anh nhan dwoc blc
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thw nay nhé! Xin 16i néu blirc thw nay nhadm dia chil) Thw
dwoc gl di, t6i sung swéng 1dm, vdi cc vao tat ca cac dia
chi con lai. Va trong ltc ch® yahoo gl thw hdng tré vé (néu
ca 4 cung héng thi t6i sé tim cach khac, néu tré vé 3, thi co
nghia la 1 dia chi cua t6i la dung!) Trong luc cho, t6i vao
danh email xin hen d&i ngay an trwa v&i 6ng luat suw lai.
HAm nay cho tién t6i cling khéng dam ra khéi nha nira roi.
Ngoai tréi van am u den téi, gié théi rit qua may ké cira sb
nghe ong hét cd du. H6m nay & nha ma théi!

Lai hit mét hoi thé dai. Thw gri 6ng luat sw da xong. Toi
bam vao chi check mail. Qué khéng sai, da thay failure
notice. Tim t6i that lai, thé nao day, lay trdi sé chi co 3 dia
chi email bi hédng. Thw cubi cung da dwoc mé, va...!
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Phan 6

Téi m& thw, dém that nhanh so qua may dia chi email bj
glri tra. Hix, va, chi c6...3 théi. M6t dia chi email da di. Bo la
dia chi RyanX! That vui swéng! Téi th phao nhe nhdom.
May qua, thé la tdi da co hy vong. Tw nghi minh ciing lanh
le théng minh thao vat ra phét day ch. Va, 15 phat danh
cho mo mang!

Ngbi ngdm tuyét roi day dac, ca bén ngoai déu dwoc pha
mot mau trang tinh khiét. Luc nay dang la cudi thang 1, co
quan cla me ciing dang chuan bj dén Tét Nguyén dan. Tw
nhién thay canh vat dep va trong sang toi ky la. Them dwoc
nhay twng twng ra cai san trui co ngay trwdc clra s6, ¢
may céai ghé da va may chiéc dén cb dwoc phu trang tuyét
tréng nhw trong tranh vé& minh hoa ctia may truyén cb tich.
C6 vé nhw da khée han, "nguoi budn thi cdnh co vui bao
gio" thé nén nguwdi vui thi canh c6 1a bong dém mit mung
van thay...vuil

Thay me gb clra, ca cadm:

- [(h(}e chwa? Hom qua di dau lam gi ma, an mac thé nao
dé vé dén nha ra ndng ndi theé? Phai bao vé cai strc khoe
cta minh chtr, 6m dau, c6 phai kho than minh dau, kho ca
bo ca me ra niva chi!!!

Lan nao ma t6i 6m do phong phanh hay do bat can déu bi
bo me than van, ma qua thwe thi cling chang oan udng gi
(nhwng ma gia st* me ma biét ly do thi me cé thobng cam
cho khéng nhi) Me lai hai:

- Thé an gi khdng? Me ham lai cai banh pizza trong td lanh
cho an nhé?

Oi gidi oi, lai nhac cai pizza ma dau long. Nhwng ké thi
cling thém an that, cho du pizza nay la pizza déng lanh.
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Gat dau cai rup, ngdi hat van vo.

Nha co6 tiéng gb ctra, modt ¢d hang xém ciing la nguoi Viét,
dang di lam nail (Ia lam méng chan mang tay, nghe nay la
nghé déc chiém clha nguoi Viét bén d6, kiém rat kha) ngé
qua choi trwdc khi di lam. Hom nay thay téi day som, bén
héi han mot chat. Réi bat ngd, cb ta bao: "Chau thich di hoc
trang diém va danh mong chan méng tay khéng?".Nghe
moéng chan mong tay thi tdi khéng thich. Nhwng nghe thay
trang diém thi thich mé lén. T6i ddng y ngay tap Iw. "Thé di
ludn khéng?". "Oi, khong c6 a, chau dang bj cdm". "Thé
khée di nhé, réi di, co khi kiém dwoc tién day! Mai nhé, ho
cling can nguoil". "Vang a". Téi cudi hoi bi nhiéu!

No say, i lai lan ra ngu tiép, c6 I& do udng thudc nén van
con mét. 10h sang, bat ngd chuéng dién thoai réo am am.
Thang em t6i ué oai chay ra bén ngoai nghe may, t6i nghe
loang thoang: "You want to see Ha Kin? Yes, she's home,
wait for a moment" (Ban muén gap Ha Kin, chj 4y dang &
nha, xin dot mét chat). Tw nhién t6i thoét ca tim. Lam gi co ai
goi dién cho t6i bao gi®» nhi, t6i hdu nhw khéng bao gi® cho
sb dién thoai lung tung & ngoai duwéng ca, vi dac thu nghé
nghiép cta me, chi cho nhirng ai ma t6i cho la "dang tin
twdng" ma thoi. Thé thi, biét dau...anh da check mail va goi
ngay cho tai thi sao... Thé 14 cha doi bé em gao I1én, tdi hap
tAp ra bat may ngay. "Hi, Ha Kin, are you OK now?" (Chao
Ha Kin, c6 6n ch?). Oi trdi, day la...éng luat sw. Tdi va 6ng
ta co sb dién thoai nhwng toan lién lac qua email la chinh,
tw nhién hédm nay goi dién. Lam t6i nhw ngé tw trén givong
nga xubng dat! "Yes, i'm getting better now, just a little flu"
(Vang, tdi da kha hon réi, chi bi cdm mét chat théi). "Well,
you know how the New York weather is, betcha haven't get
used to the freezing here, girl, take care!" (Co biét thoi tiét
& New York réi day, gitv gin sirc khée ¢d gai a) . "Thank
you, but i'm OK now!" (Cam on 6ng, t6i én réi). "You're
sure? I've already set up a date for two of us this noon.
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How about come over to my house? i'd come home today,
i'd show you something!" (Chac ch»?Téi da doi cai hen cla
ching ta sang chiéu nay. Cé dén nha t6i dwoc khong, t6i &
nha ngay hédm nay va t6i sé cho cd xem mét vai th&). Nha
éng ta ngay & building bén canh. Tai hoi chét da, cling biét
la 6ng ta gia réi, nhwung & My hay & dau thi viéc t&i nha
ngudi khac ma la mat nhw thé nay thi rat la téi ki, ma cha
biét thé nao. Toi tim c& thoai thac: "l cannot go out, it is
scary out there" (T6i khdng ra ngoai bay gio dwoc, t6i van
con thdy &n). "Oh too bad, i am about to play you piano,
and i have plenty of books for you to do your thesis" (Tiéc
nhi, t6i dinh choi dan piano cho cé nghe va t6i c6 mot sb
cudn sach cé ich cho luan van cua cd). Mat téi sang ruc
lén, con gi bang, vira duoc tdi nghe piano, vira co bao
nhiéu 1a tai liéu t6i can dé vé nha dy dinh lam luan van. Thé
la chac lw®i, van quyét dinh di! "OK, i'd come". "All right,
see you at 12 at my apartment, don't forget to dress warm
and bring me your pictures, take care!" (Hen gap c6 luc
12h, dirng quén mac &m va mang cho tdi xem anh cla cb
nhé!) (Téi khoe c6 nhiéu anh chup dep & Viét Nam, éng ta
mudn xem).

Vwon vai, day di ra ngay cai may tinh. Cau em da ngbi
chiém mat cai may, ninh not ¢& nao né ciing khédng cho
mwon may. N6 clr ngdi tréu nguoi tdi mai. Cudi cung cling
cho t6i check mail. Cé 2 thw m&i, toan cua ban & Viét Nam
glri sang. T6i tw nha: Théi khéng sbét rudt nival Méi co tur
sang dén gi®, co khi anh dang tat bat trong phong nha réi,
lam gi ma di check mail gi& nay!

Téi ra ngoai xem may chwong trinh TV chan om budi sang.
12h kém 15, t6i ra khdi nha, sang nha 6ng luat sw. Toi
mudn minh that dung gi®, d& "mang tiéng". Building ngay
bén canh, di khoang 5 phut la t¢i, chd thang may nira la 10
phat. T6éi trum kin ngwdi bang cai 4o 16ng ctia me, chay that
nhanh tlr nha nay sang nha bén kia.
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Va luat sw dung la luat sw, dang 12h. Ong ta bwdc ra tiy
thang may va nhin thay t6i, n& mét nu cwoi day than thién.
"Good girl, you're on time, you got well now?" (Cé dung gi&
l&m, cd da thay kha hon chwa?). "Yes, much better, you
have a piano?" (Vang, kha hon nhiéu, éng cé dan piano

w?). "Oh of course, haha!". Téi héi ngay cai piano (nguyén
nhan chinh t6i chju ra khdi nha hém nay ma). Can phong
cua 6ng luét sw trang tri rat lich sy va am cung, khac han
v&i cai phong nhéch nhac clia may chj em & nha. Ong ta &
mot minh, t6i thy bat diu lo lo. Cai piano mau den nhé
dwoc dat & moét goéc phong, cod che rem clra. Luc do toi
chwa biét danh piano nhwng toi rat thich, t6i mé dan va
ngdi nghich twng twng. Ong luat sw mim cwdi: "You like it
right? Wanna learn?" (C6 thich né ha? C6 cé hoc dan
khéng?) "Yes, like it, but i haven't got a chance to learn yet"
(Vang téi thich nhwng chwa c6 co hdi hoc choi nd). "I'd play
something for you" (Toi sé choi tang cd nhé).

Phong khach dng rét tbi vi che rém clra, 6ng bat hai cai dén
c6é anh vang trong rat sang trong va ngdi vao ting téi mot
ban nhac. Ong ta héi téi thich nhac gi?, t6i bao: "Spanish
music!". Va 6ng da tang t6i mét ban nhac Tay Ban Nha that
tuyét voi. Cai cdm giac lo l&ng tan bién ma thay that binh
yén! "Satisfied now, girl?" "Want a spaghetti for our lunch? i
cook!" (C6 cé mudbn an my Y cho bira tra khong dé toi
nau). "yes, sure". Toi van con no va hoi ngay ngay vi cai vi
pizza ban sang van con, nhwng ma nhoén cuwdi twoi, cha
may khi. "Hey, i love your smile, its beautiful" (T6i thich nu
cwdi cua cb, nod that dep). "Really? Do you like my eyes
too?" (That khéng, 6ng cling thich ddi méat cla t6i ch?)
"Oh, they are beautiful too" (!'m, né ciing rat dep). "What
were you impressed of me the most when you first saw
me? My smile or my eyes?" (Lan dau tién nhin thay téi, 6ng
an twong véi déi mat hay nu cwdi cha t6i?)."Oh, both of
them" (Cé& hai). "But my eyes better right?" (Nhwng déi méat
cua toi trwdc phai khéng?) "No, your smile better" (Khéng,
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nu cudi cta cd!). Toi cd mubn biét rang khi éng ta gap t6i,
thwe sw 1a 6ng ta an twong & t6i diéu gi, t6i mudn biét ddi
mat t6i co thwe sw tao hiéu rng véi nhivtng ngudi khac hay
khéng? Hay chi khi "si tinh" t6i m&i thé! Véi 6ng "gia" nay,
6ng ta thich cai miéng réng ngoac cua t6i hon, va thwong
may nguoi dirng tubi bén dé déu vay!

Hai chung t6i ngdi &n moén my Y nhat théch cha 6ng luat
sw, t6i cho ca ketchup vao lam 6ng ta v6 cung ngac nhién.
Cha ai an my Y véi ketchup nhw t6i ca.. Ong luat sw rat nha
nhan va vui tinh, hdi vé gia dinh, vé ban trai cta téi. T6i noi
rang chwa bao gi® tdi cé ban trai ca. Ong ta khéng tin, néi
rang mot "cd gai dep" nhw t6i ma khéng cd thi that 1a ky la.
Téi néi rang & Viét Nam, moi ngudi khéng hop véi cai
ngoai hinh cua t6i cho I&m, nén rang téi rat khé cé ban trai.
"Unbelieveable, how come they ignore such a beautiful and
an intelligent woman like you?" (That kho tin, sao ho lai co
thé phét | moét phu ni xinh dep va théng minh nhw cb
nhi?). Va t6i dé y éng ta da dung t&i tr "woman" ch& khoéng
con la "girl" nlra. "So get a boyfriend here, that's the easiest
thing you can do here i think" (Kiém ban trai & day di, t6i
cwoc rang dé 1a diéu don gidn nhat ma cé cé thé lam &
day). T6i cwdi ha ha, "still looking for him". Thé rdi, bat ngd
giong 6ng ta trdm xudng: "I've been broken hearted lately,
my girl friend left me" (T6i vira chia tay ban gai, co6 ay bé
t6i). Toéi tron ngwoc mat. "Oh, i'm sorry". "She's Spanish
you know, she looks partly like you" (Co 4y nguoi Tay Ban
Nha, tréng kha glong cd!) "Really? How old is she?" "She's
at your age!" ( Co ay ciling bang tudi co!) Toi suyt sac. Troi,
"dng gia" nay co6 ban gai bang tudi tdi, thé thi 6ng ta ciing
dang tiép t6i khdng phai tw cach 1a "hai chi chau" nira, ma
la mét ngudi ban gai moi vé nha roilll

Téi ¢ t6 ra binh tinh an Gi va tim cach lang cau chuyén
sang déng sach 6ng ta hira cho mwon d& ma con tim cach
chudn vé nha mau chéng. Téi thay khong thoai mai. "Don't
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you think of getting married to an American man?" (C6 bao
gi& cd nghi sé lay chdng ngu(‘yi My khong?) . "Oh, now i
havent' thought of marriage" (O, t6i chwa co nghi dén
chuyén két hén luc nay). ong ta van tlep tuc dé tai. Cudi
cung, 6ng ta cling chiu néi vé may cudn sach, mat khéng
ngtrng nhin t6i. Ong ta néi rang s& moi t6i dén van phong
va cd thw ky sé dwa cho t6i nhirng tai liéu t6i can, hién gid
ong ta chi c6 mét cudn sach vé Luat qubc té ma thoi! Toi
cam on, td vé bat dju thdy mét madi va xin phép vé ngay.
Ong ta ngbi...suy nghi mét luc rdi bao: "OK, see you, take
care!". Dwong nhw 6ng luat s da nhan thay tdi "so' hai"
nén théi khong dam cwa cdm tiép niva, giong bat dau
nhudm mui hon dbi.

T6i ra khdi ctra ma théd phao mét phat. bang la nwédc My,
cha biét thé nao, that Ia "nguy hiém". Téi ciing thay hoi mét
that, t6i mudn tré vé nha dé nghi ngoi, sang mai t6i sé theo
c6 hang xém kia dén chd tiém nail hoc nail va trang diém,
biét dau lai cé viéc ra tién. Va tiém nail cta ngay mai, da
dwa vao cudc doi téi mot nguwdi dan éng thr hai, mét nhan
vat dang k& cho cau chuyén tinh méi dang & hdi bat dau
nay, cla toi!
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Phan 7

Tré vé nha, viéc dau tién t6i lai nhay vao check mail. That
chan, van la hai cai emails ban sang, t6i cling chwa kip doc.
Hai cai mail, mét cai bao tin vui, mét cai chuyén budn. M6t
ngwoi thi vira c6 nguwoi yéu, nguwoi kia thi viva chia tay
nguwoi yéu. Bang la nhan tinh thé thai, muén mau mudn vé.
Chéng tay lén ban, lai ngdm nhin ra clra sb. Cling bat dau
thdy khoé khoan ra, thay yéu doi hon, du trong l6ng khéng
thodi mai I&m, chot nghi, cé khi minh cling mét ngay viét
mail, 0 ca hai thé loai nhw may nguwdi ban kia!

TQi chc‘)j mot dét pha cho ngay hém‘sau. Sé dwoc biét them
may diéu méi ky thu va c6 mét niem hy vong dang duoc
cho doi.

Budi sang, mai cé 8 rudi cd hang xém da co6 mat, toi clng
thdy hoi ngai ngai, quen dugc nam ngl nwéng an choi
doéng dai rdi, tw nhién bay gi® lai phai ra khdi nha vao budi
s&m gia rét. Nhwng ma chac lwdi, di thi di, con hon nam
nha quanh nam subt thang lang phi thoi gian. C6 ta giuc toi
that nhanh, va dan do vai diéu dé di tiép xuc Viét kiéu toi
khéng néi ndng lang nhang I& mém.

Téi dwoce dan téi mét con phd nhd vang tanh, khoang phd 7
may gi d6, Clra hang nail bé ti teo, chi cé 3 cai ban, mot
anh chi va mét cé lam nail. M6t céi ban tréng, chic dé
danh cho téi. Clra hang bé ti nhwng rat sach sé va hai
ngudi rat dé thwong.

O day c6 dich vu nhd 16ng may bang wax rat hay va dep,
ca vé mong nira. Toi xin hoc hai thir d6. Wax 16ng may la
dung mot cai que gb nhd, quét wax Ién 1dng may roi dung
vai giat ra thanh hinh.
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Anh chu 13 Viét kiéu gbc Hoa sang day da dwoc 15 nam,
khodng chirng ngodai 30 tudi gi d6 (nhwng anh ta tréng tré
hon tudi rat nhiéu) cé6 méot khudn méat kha khoéi ngd va dé
mén. Anh ta ciing 18 mét ngwdi d& mén. Anh chd héi han t6i
lam gi, & dau. Toi noi rang téi sang day theo gia dinh va
dang dinh di kiém tién dé& hoc cao hon. Anh ta déng y cho
t6i ngdi hoc, du sao ciing cha mét gi, va téi co thé giup méi
lan déng khach. Ngay dau tién kha suén sé, t6i ngdi "theo
ddi" hai anh chi nay lam mdng tay cho khach la chinh. Con
lai co luc cling chay ra ngoai lang thang déi chut cho d& cai
mui bot nail. Budi trwa, it khach. Téi di bd ra Central Park,
trevi rét lanh nhwng tw nhién t6i ct thich hanh minh thé. Toi
thich dwgc mo mang trong gia rét.

Budi chiéu, tr& vé nha, viéc dau tién, Ia toi lai check mail.
Van khoéng cé gi. Dam ba cai thw quéng cao vé van, tdi xéa
sach, tec dién! Toi tec minh, téi trc anh, cé khi anh ta
chéng thém doai hoai gi t&i téi niva.

Va t6i da cho, cai box thw tuyét nhién khéng cé cai thu nao
c6 sender la Ryan ca. 1 tuan, réi 2 tuan, tét t¢i, may ngay
nira da 1a Valentine...O, hoi cé don mét chut!

Tiém nail nay rat vang khach do & vi tri khéng dep, tuy
nhién tiém la khéng phai thué ma la da dwgc anh chd mua
dit nén khong bi quéa ap lwc vé tra bill hang thang. Va dé
"giét thoi gian" trong lic chd khach, anh chii cé mot cai tivi
va thué vai boé phim chuwédng vé xem, xem quanh ndm
khéng biét budn, cé khach vao thi pause lai lam. "X Iy"
xong khach thi lai xem tiép. Chi la, t6i & d6 mot thoi gian,
nhwng t6i chdng xem dwoc bd nao tron ven ca, vi don gian,
mé&i hém anh chd dem t&i mét bd, xem khodng chirng duwoc
vai tap hdm sau lai xem tiép, chi khac 1a vai tap cla...bd
khac. Cha hiéu mé té gi, lam cung mét dién vién, hdm nay
t6i thay rd rang anh ta déng vai hoang dé véi ca chuc my
nhan, hém sau t6i lai thdy d& dong vai..bang chi cai
bang!!!
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Hang ngay ngoi day t6i lay nhirng mong tay gia ti man ngoi
v& hoa |4 canh 1én dé, luc dau xau 6m, vé sau nho cé chat
nang khiéu hoi hoa nén t6i vé cling nhanh va sang tao ra
dwoc nhiéu mau méi nhin tréng dén "chét cuoi”, va dac
biét vé& 16ng may thi hoc nhanh t&éi mdc khé tin, vi mét ly 1&
rat don gian, t6i thuan ca hai tay. Clr 16ng may phai thi toi
dung tay trai va nguoec lai, trong khi hau hét moi nguwdi déu
dung chi tay phai. Téi bat dau dwoc "tin nhiém". Anh chd
cling bat dau cho téi thwe hanh wax 16ng may va vé hoa la
canh trén tay khach. Anh chu té ra rat quy mén téi, rat hay
hdi han va "trdn an tinh thdn" méi Ian gap phai khach khé
tinh. M6i 1an nhuw thé tay t6i run |1&m, anh lai & ban bén
canh, vira lam méng vira ndi v&i sang bang tiéng Viét: "Ké
no di cwng, nd ma tat em em cw tat né cho anh, bon né an
bo stra nhiéu thit ddm swéng I&m!" Lam téi c&r phi cd nguoi
nhwng nho thé ma bét run "hoan thanh nhiém vu". Anh chi
rat khoai mdi 1an bat chwong trinh TV cé may cai quiz show
(kiéu Ai 1a triéu phd) ma téi ngdi tra 1&i nhoay nhody, anh ta
ngac nhién vi : "Con nhd nay giéi dir, & Viét Nam sang day
ma biét nhiéu ghé, ndi tiéng Anh gi ma nhw gi6 thé?". Vi toi
khéng néi v&i anh ta rang ngay nhé téi da tirng & day.

Téi cling bat diu lang dan di chuy&n minh da tirng gap mot
anh chang rat dep trai nhw trong mo.

M6t budi chiéu, tré vé nha, l1ang dang dirng bén ven dwong
ray cla tau dién ngdm. M6t hinh bong chot lwot qua khién
t6i giat minh, thwc sy thang thét. Mot khudén mat co6 rau
quai nén, mot mai téc mau nau dam gibng y chang nhw
anh. That tiéc, do khong phai la anh, nhwng v6 cung giéng.
T6i dwa méat nhin véi réi lai cdi xubng, t6i s minh dé lai "tia
Ira" gi thi thém phién. Anh chang dé thay t6i nhin ciing
quay lai nhin t6i, n& mét nu cwdi, t6i bdi réi quay mét di, tay
dwa I&n cdm nhiu may kiéu...& khéng co gi.

Tré vé nha, t6i lai 1én quyét tam mot 1an niva. RAt rat quyét
tam. T6i Ién mang nhd cau em chi cho cai web tim dia chi.
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T6i mubn loc ra nhirng con phd nao dé chi "3rd Avenue"
thay vi "Lexington Avenue" (O’ Manhattan cé con phd dén
dai 16 thir 3 thi dé 1a 3rd Ave, nhwng ma phan I&n khéng lay
s6 3 ma lay tén 1a Lexington Ave). Rbi tlr d6 loc ra mét loat
nhitng phd cé sb 5, dai 16 3, ma coé dental offices. Toi co
mot loat, khodng chirng 20 dia chi, in ra, va ngdi nghién
clru. T6i sé phai di tirng noi va héi:"O’ day cé Ryan X hay
khéng?" Bat dau thay dién réi day!

Hom sau t&i tiém, la thr bay thi phai. Chi cé t6i va anh chu,
c6 kia xin nghi. Téi dd hdi vu vo xem anh chl cé biét tiém
nha si ndo khéng? Anh twéng t6i bi dau réng, néi rang rat
dat. Téi bado khéng, anh chl héi vi sao, t6i ndi t6i mudn di
tim nguwoi. "Em mubn tim ai sao? Em c¢6 dia chi ré rang
khéng? Ngudi Viét a?" Téi lac dau quay quay, cha I1& ké
cho anh ta l1a t&i di tim mét nguoi tréi oi dat h&i nhwng
ma...dep trai. "Anh s& dan em di tim, em c6 danh sach céac
tiém réi chi gi, anh s& dan em di hét!". Téi sirng sbét vi su
tét bung t&i kho tin nay. Ngudi dau ma tét thé khong biét.
"Em mubdn di luén khéng?" "Oi, hdm nay la th& bay, déng
khach ma?". "Théi hdm nay anh cling mét, nghi di!" "Mét
thé sao di tim cung em duwoc". "A mubn thay déi khéng khi
mot chuat!".

Thé Ia hai chang téi 1én dwong, thwe ra thi t6i thich di mot
minh hon, nhwng ma tw nhién ngudi ta tét qua, kho tr chbi.
"Dan éng ha? Tén la gi? Em quen thé nao?". Toan hdi toi
nhirng cau kho, t6i noi rang anh ta tén la Ryan. "Chéac cu
cau dep trai I&m, nén bay gi® c6 ngudi dang cdm cb di tim
né". Ghét, chi dwgc cai noi...chuan!

Chung toi di tv downtown I&n uptown. T&i mdi noi téi chi
héi mét cau thoi: "Is there any one whose name is Ryan
working here?" "May be Ryan X something". T4t nhién 1a
nhirtng cai lac dau. Anh chl quan nhin t6i day théng cam.
Thyc ra Itc d6 t6i cling nén 1am rdi, toi cha thich di tim niva,
nhwng t6i cling thay thodi mai trén dwdng di, néi chuyén
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duwoc kha nhiéu véi anh chi quan, anh ta dan t6i vao an &
mot quan an Nhat trén Time Squares dé an trwa. Anh chd
la mét ngudi dan dng kha tirng trai, rat ga lang va quan tam
toi téi. "Trong em la nhi? Thao nao bon khach da mau né
thich em thé". "Haha, & Viét Nam em ciing dwoc coi la
ngwoi da mau ma".

Bira trva xong, t6i quyét dinh sé khong chiém thém budi
chiéu cta anh nira, néi rang thé da dua va muon tré Vvé nha.
Chung téi chia tay nhau, t6i I1én tau F. "Bat ng& sé déen voi

An

em trong Valentine nay day". Anh ta néi vay, t6i mim cuwoi!

Ngoi trén tau. Bat chot mét y twéng 16e 1én. Téi ciling gap
anh trén chuyén tau F nay. Ngay do co thé anh di lam vé,
t6i chot khung lai c6 nh& xem cai con phé ma téi bat ngd
gap anh la & dau. Toi I m& nhé ra, dé ciing la mét con
phé c6 sb 5, sao t6i khéng nghi ra s&m nhi, xem trong danh
sach cla minh. Cé mét dental office & dung ché do. Mat toi
sang rwc. Téi nhdy xubng ngay tap Iw, dung cai bén do!

Chay l&n, hén hé, di tim voi. Chang lau, téi tim ra ngay mot
tiém nha si nho nhd, c6 mot cai tén rat kiéu hanh va...khé
nh&. Blrng ngodai clra, lai thd dai mét cai, téi day ctra budc
vao. Cb tro ly ngdi bén trong hai ra: "Yes, may i help you?"
(T6i c6 thé gitup gi dwoc cd?). "I'm looking for someone”
(T6i mudn tim mét ngudi). "Who are you looking for?" (Cé
tim ai vay?). "Is there anyone whose name Ryan working
here? (O day c6 ai tén 1a Ryan khéng?) "Oh, Ryan Xas,
you mean?" (Ryan Xas phai khéng?). "Yes, yes" (Vang,
vang) . Téi vang tan loan ludn, chac khéng thé nham dwoc
nlra réi. "Well, he's off today, m'dam" (Hém nay anh 4y nghi
roi!).
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Phan 8

"You can tell me your name and i will tell him to call you
back" (C6 cé thé cho tdi biét tén va tdi sé néi anh Ay goi lai
cho cd!). Tw nhién giong cb trg ly lanh tanh vé kho chiu.
"Can i have his phone number? i'm his friend" (T6i c6 thé c6
sb dién thoai cla anh 4y dwoc khéng, ching t6i [a ban).
"Oh, i'm sorry, we can not do that, you can leave your
information here and we would confirm him" (R4t tiéc la
khéng duoc, cd c6 thé dé I&i nhan lai day va toi sé dwa lai
cho anh 4y). Thay hoi nan, khéng sao, dé lai dia chi thi dé,
du sao t6i da tim ra chén nay, Ryan off hédm nay thi t6i sé
on vao ngay anh on! Nhuwng qué that luc day thay bat an
l&m, vi nét mat cla cé tro ly rat cau ¢6.T6i xin mot manh
gidy nhd va cai bat, ¢o ta c6 mét hanh dong rat bét lich sw,
lic d6 c6 mot cai bat ngay trwdc mat tw nhién co ta giat 1y
va gid v ngoi...viét gi dé con dwa cho téi mot cai bat khac
trén ban cé cai day (ma chdng an cap hay la cAm di lung
tung 4y). Eo 6i cai day vira ngan vira cirng, viét xién xién
xeo xeo, xau tinh thé 1a cung! Cha sao, lam thé ciing chang
duoc tich sw gi, tdi van ghi duoc tén, sé dién thoai va email
cla minh vao t& gidy, khédng quén ghi chir "painful eyes"
mé& ngoac bén canh chi¥ Ha Kin d& anh ta nhan ra t6i! Pwa
t& gidy, nang nhan cho vao trong ngan kéo, réi n&@ mét nu
cwdi nhin thdy nham hiém "I'll give him". Téi cdm on va di
ra, quay lwng lai cai mat téi nhiu lai, hi'm, d& xem "he'll get
it" khong!

Lac d6 t6i rat phan khich va sung swéng. Bung 1a c6 mét
mat mét cai gi luc tim lai dwoc sao ma sung swéng dén
thé. Thwe ldng ma néi, khdng phai tdi dang rat vui vi téi co
hy vong gap dwoc anh, ma do t6i thich cam giac t6i da kién
tri lam dwoc mét viéc gi dé ma thanh céng, cho du déi khi
c6 nhirng viéc rat vo nghia! Téi rat so that bail
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DPao noi t6i sbng la moét dao rat nhé nam gitra hai quan
Manhattan va Queens. Noi phan I&n tap trung dan tri thire
trung lwu va mot...bénh vién tdm than Ién. Téi rat hay gap
ho di lai trén dao bang xe 1an. Cé nhirng ngui cling khéng
han |14 tam than nhwng da gia, khuyét tat va khong nguoi
than thich. B6 toi rat hay di lang thang va néi chuyén vaéi
mot dng da den gia tén 1a Washington, 1a cwu chién binh tir
thdi chién tranh Viét Nam. Téi rAt quy mén nhitng con
ngudi nay, vi ho rat d& mén, va con réat hiéu biét, tham chi
c6 ca mot sd 1a nha van va chinh tri gia khi ngay tré lanh
lan. Va ho rat dang thwong. Ven song luc nao ciing c6 mot
ong gia ngdi xe 1an, dau ngheo mdt bén, hang ngay ngbi
viét truyén sach, hay nhat ky gi do rat chdm chi, hdm nao
cling thé, trlr nhivng IGc qua bdo bung la khéng thay, toi
chwa bao gid ndi chuyén véi 6ng nhwng téi hay di doc bd
séng va hay gap 6ng ngdi @ mét goc nao dé. Luc ndo toi
cing nhin 6ng va nd mét nu cwoi rat to "Hi", va éng lac lac
tay chao lai. Hom nay troi tuy lanh Iéo nhwng khdng co
tuyét roi, t6i lai di ven séng mac du gié rat budt. Trdi vang
lanh nhwng cam thay tam hén 4m ap. Qua céai goc cla 6ng
gia, téi lai theo ban nang quay lai nhin, hém nay t6i dw dinh
sé& cuwdi to hon, hét "Hi" to hon, vi tdi vui ma. Bat ngd thay
éng gia ngdi & moét goc, gidy roi may td tung tée, cai mi
cling roi dwdi dat, 6ng dang cb véi doi tay clia minh dé 14y
nhirng thtr d6 qua khd khan, ma c 1ay dwoc mét to thi cai
buat lai roi, &y dwoc cai but thi cai mi roi. Téi chay ngay ra
va nhat chang lai, hédm nay, t6i quyét dinh sé& néi chuyén v&i
ong.

T6i hoi éng tai sao gia rét thé ma ong van viét. Va ong viét
dwoc bao nhiéu r6i? Ong néi rang ong rét thich viét, va
khéng phu nhan bay gio cudc song ngoai viét va tivi ra, éng
con biét lam gi. Nhwng bu lai, viét khién 6ng cadm thay minh
c6 ich, va la niém vui thi vui chdng khac gi mét ngwdi lanh
lan khac. "Joy or happiness, its within yourself, girl". Toi
khéng bao gi® quén cau nay. Ban dep thi sao, giau thi sao,
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nghéo thi sao, khuyét tat hay lanh 13n? Chi can trong long
minh ban tw khién minh hanh phuc thi moi th¢r phan biét
trén sé tré nén vo nghia! Ong néi rang, thuc ra, 6ng rat hay
dé y méi lan t6i di qua chao 6ng, vi may I&, vi ching t6i rat
hay cham mat nhau, vi éng cha thdy cé ai ciing thich ven
séng va gia lanh nhw 6ng ca, va vi lic nao toi cling cwdi rat
to dé& chao éng. Téi néi rdng hdm nay t6i rat vui vi vira
duwoc lam mot viéc rat thu vi. Ong bao t6i thich 1dam ha, vay
thi hay dirng & bd sbng hét to 1én mot cai di, thir xem sao!
Toi hét that, hét that to, roi Iac dau that manh, toc rii ca ra,
roi lai cwdi, cdm thay cudc doi sao tha vi. Ong gio ngon cai
gat gu: "Wonderful, you're worth it". C6 |€ t6i sé néi chuyén
v&i 6ng gia nay nhiéu hon!

Ngu da, tbi day téi ndu com rat ngon va rira bat, khéng dun
day cho thang em trai nira. Chac né dac biét luc nao ciing
thich t6i vui nhw vay!

Budi sang, dén tiém nail. Téi khéong ndi gi, chi ndéi chuyén
linh tinh, thé rdi. "Em tim dwoc anh chang day chwa?". Toi
khéng biét néi dbi, nén ngdp nglrng va noéi: "Da, hdm qua
em tim dwoc dia chi, cé thé 1a noi lam viéc, nhwng khéng
chac cé gap dwoc khong?" "Em dudi anh vé dé tw di tim
mot minh nhé!" "Khoéng, trén dwdng vé, tinh c& em nho ra
théil". Anh chi cwdi: "Céac co gai bay gid ghé gom Idm".
"Haha, cling thworng théil". "Em thich di hoc trang diém
khéng? C6 ba ban lam & spa, anh dan em t&i xem nhé?".
Mat t&i sang rwc: "Da vang!". "Chiéu nay nhé!". "Vang". Anh
chu that 13 tot!

Budi chiéu, anh 1ai 6 t6 dwa t6i di xudng tan chd cho Tau,
ré vao mét géc phd nhd cé mot tiém spa lot thdm cla nguoi
Hoa. Bén trong nhan vién lai 1a ngwdi da trang, va khach
cling toan nguoi rat sang trong, chi cé ba chi nguoi Hoa
ngdi quay thu tién va tiép khach. Ba chi vira nhin thay anh
chi da cuwdi toe toét va lam ludn mot trang tiéng Quang
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boéng, hai ngwdi vira néi vira nhin téi. Anh cha goi toi lai,
gidi thiéu:

- This is Mei Chow, she's a make up artist (Day la Mei
Chow, cb ay la chuyén gia trang diém)

- This is Ha Kin, she wants to learn make up, just some
tricks, haha (Con day la Ha Kin, ¢6 4y muén hoc trang
diém, chi mot sb tha thuat thoi, haha)

Ba chi ¢ anh mat rat sac sdo va mét dang vé quy phai,
nhin téi cwdi rat lich sur.

- You're Vietnamese? i like your special features (chéc y 1a
khudén mat cua t6i). Its gonna be interesting to make you up
(C6 la ngwoi Viét Nam? Toi rat thich nhirng nét rat dac biét
cua c6. Sé rat thu vi khi trang diém Ién day!)

Ciing hoi chét da, vi néu phai bd tién ra dé hoc thi tdi sé
khong co tién, may thi nay rat d&t dé. Téi dinh bung tré vé
sé hdi anh chd sau. Ba chl néi rang & day c6 mot co gai
cling l1a nguwdi Viét dang hoc make up, c6 thé chung t6i sé
lam ban. T6i dé y, ltc t6i bwdc vao, may nhan vién & day
déu nhin t6i, c6 mot c6 con nhay mat, thay bét xa la. Cudi
cung, anh chi bado sé cho t6i xuéng day mot tuan 2 budi
hoc make up.

Trén dwong vé, t6i ndi rang tdi khdng co tién dé hoc make
up. Anh vtra lai vira mim cw®i, im lang mét ldc, rdi noi: "Anh
thdy em cé nang khiéu ma, dng lo, hoc di, ba do 1a ban
tam giao cda anh, khong tién nong chi dau!". "Cé I&n nhé!".
"That a, da vang". Tw cdm thay minh may mén. "Em sé hoc
thwr ba thir sau nhen!". "Vang!"

Chiéu vé& nha, lai hdi bé em: "C6 ai dién thoai khong?"
"Khéng!". Ghét that, hdm nay thi phai di lam rdi chir, phai
dwa t& gidy rdi chir, khéng 18 cha quan tam t&i minh a! Thé
phi bao céng di tim a? T&c qua, nhwng ma...co thé ba tro' ly
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im di thi sao, nh& dau nang ta cé tinh y hay tham chi la ban
gai cia Ryan thi sao?

Hirm, ghét that, chd thém may hém nira xem sao.

Thir ba, t6i di hoc make up budi dau tién. Cam thay ngai
ngai hay sao d6. Budi dau tién, tdi chi c6 ngbi xem ho lam
t6c va make up. C6 nhan vién nhay mat hém no rat nhiét
tinh cho tdi xem, tuy nhién khéng ndi qua nhiéu vi vira
trang diém vira néi nhiéu bat lich s, tdi chi thich xem cd ay
phéi mau. Diém dac biét 13, ho c6 may bd trang diém khac
nhau, mdi dbi twong 1a mot bd, khdng gibng canh trang
diém & nha, lic nao cling k& k& duy nhat mét cai hdp trang
diém to dung, ai cling nhw ctvu Dolly!

T6i gap cd bé nhan vién nguwdi Viét ma ba Mei Chow da
nhac t&i. Cd bang tudi tdi, da trang bdc, téc dai, tréng cling
dé thwong, giong lo' 1& nira nam nira bac, trong ddi ngwoc
voi t6i. Ngbi noi chuyén, dwoc biét gia dinh cling kinh
doanh nail, & tadn khu Harlem, sang day cling dugc vai
nam, dang hoc dai hoc gi do.

Budi chiéu, cd bé do xin vé sém vi cé "ban" t&i don. Toi
nhin qua, mét anh chang kha thap, chi khodng mét 6 may;,
nhwng khudén mét néi chung la...dep trai. Anh ta lam toi dé
y, b&i vi, nhin vira chau A vira...Hispanic (c6 nét Tay Ban
Nha) chang biét 1a chuiing téc gi, t6i dw dinh sé hai lai c6 bé
kia ngay hdm sau.

Thé rbi, th® tw thk ndm...tuyét nhién khéng mot cu dién
thoai, mét cai email. Téi chéc rang t& gidy nhan cla téi da
bi im di. T6i quyét mét lan, "chét thi chét". C6 tro ly kia da
vo tinh dé 16 mot théng tin, dé 1a luc cé ta hdi : "Ryan Xas
you mean?" Nghia |4 tén anh c6 thém chi "as" dang sau,
t6i da bi thiéu. Toi bat tay vao viét cai email 1an cubi (tw
nha) v&i cai dudi as dang sau!

Anh cht van hay liéc xem t6i c6 tim ra "thd pham" khéng?
Téi bao chiu rdi, anh béo tdi dirng budn. Anh rat hay ké cho
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t6i nghe chuyén tinh yéu "xa xwa" cta anh, "nhiéu di¥ vay
rdi ma gi® lai c6 don day", mét hap hay.

H6m nay th& sau, tréi lanh nhwng sach sé va khé thoang.
La ngay...Valentine. Anh cht dé nghij toi 1&n tiém budi sang
gilp viéc vi ngay do déng khéach, chiéu hay téi spa dé hoc
make up. Bubi sang déng that, cac nang thi nhau t&i tan
trang mong tay mong chan dé di choi, luc d6 quan vang
cling thanh déng, lam viéc khong xué. Hém dé t6i dwoc
ngdi vé mét nghi. Mét nhoai, 12h trwa. Anh chd bédo tam
nghi da, roi r0 toi di &n. Tdi va anh ta di vao mot quan an'yY
ngay gan tiém dé vao cho nhanh. Cha hiéu sao ca budi cr
ngdi nhin t6i &n, lam téi ngai qua, va c cli xudng cwdi mot
minh.

Téi phai xubng spa, anh chd bao: "Chiéu vé sém nhé, gilr
strc khoe"

Trén dwong xubng spa, t6i thdy clr budn budn sao vay.
HOm nay la ngay Valentine, cha cé gi dac biét, dwgc cai
thién ha ai cling xinh dep. Hirm, théi ké, cling quan trong
gi!

HAém d6 spa rat déng, toi cling phai xan tay vao lam viéc
chir khéng dwoc nhin, cling dwoc s& nan trén nhirng
trwdng hop "dé chiva", sau dé van vé tay chuyén gia chinh
stra lai. Mot ngay ban ron va dwoc thuc tap dang ké. Téi va
c6 bé nguoi Viét xin vé som, vi tdi kha mét, va nang kia
cling phai di Valentine.

Di xubng bén tau, hit mét hoi thé dai, lai nghi gia ma co
mot anh dep trai diéu di diéu lai thi hay biét may nhi? T6i lai
nhin thdy cé nguoi Viét kia v&i ban trai ngay bén déi dién,
ban qua téi chwa kip héi anh ta 1a ngudi nwéc nao. Thay
t6i, c6 nang mim cwoi, anh bd cling nhin t6i, va tan khi da
lén tau roi (Ien trwdc t6i) anh ta van liéc liéc t6i. Bung la dan
6ng nhi! Cac déi dap diu qua lai, du sao t6i da quen ngay
Valentine luc nao ciing ¢ don rbi, nén cha budn may! bi
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qua ven sdng, thay 6ng gia dang 1an xe di doc, chac éng di
dau d6. Téi lai "Hi", 6ng bao: "Happy Valentine lovely girl"
(Valentine hanh phuc nhé cbd gai dang yéu). Toi ndéi voi lai:
"I have no Valentine" (Chau khong co6 Valentine). "Oh, you
have!" (O, cd6 cd ma). Téi cwdi va mudn hét I&én, cha hiéu
sao lai phan khich thé!

Vé nha, check mail, thay thw da di, nhung chang thay reply.
"Co ai goi dién khong?" "Khéng!" Van "Khéng!"

Ca nha da an com xong, téi mét oi la mét, vira ngéi an
com vira xem tivi.

Dién thoai reo ngay ban an com. H hirng t6i nhac:

- Alb

- Hi, May | speak to Ha Kin?(Lam on cho t6i gap Ha Kin!)
- This is Ha Kin, who is it? (Ha Kin day, ai goi day?)

- Hi, this is Ryan... (Xin chao, Ryan day)
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Phan 9

- Excuse me? Ryan who? (Xin 16i, Ryan nao vay?)

Thoang hirng ho, thoang sivng so, va rdi...thwe sy bat ngo.
Thuc suw la t6i khéng dam chac d6 cé phai l1a chang Ryan
t6i kiém tim vat va bao 1au nay hay khéng nia, cho dén khi
t6i nghe dwoc cau tiép theo:

- Hey painful eyes, you forgot me already? (Em da quén
anh roi w?)

- Oh, wow, hi...how are you? (O, xin chao, anh khoée chr?)

- Totally miserable until finally got your email. What takes
you so long to write me back. i've been missing you so bad.
(Thuc sw khé s& cho dén khi nhan dwoc email cia em.
Diéu gi khién em mai mai viét thw cho anh thé, anh thuc sy
nhé em)

- When did you get my email? And...which one is that? (Luc
do t6i khdng con khai niém la cai email nao la trang nira, vi
t6i glri theo kiéu du loai va khéng ca thém check xem cai
nao di cai nao vé nira, cling hoi chan réi ma!)

- Last night, i've just got it last night, i was so crazily happy
but must hold my breath until today to give you a call.
Thanks God it is really you! (Téi qua, anh vira nhan duwoc
thw t6i qua, anh thwe sw rat vui mirng nhwng phai nin thé
chd dén hém nay méi dam goi cho em!)

A, thi ra email cha t6i da di dwoc dén dich. Vay la bao
nhiéu né lwc thi cling dwoc dén dap. Mot bai hoc tuyét voi
cta cudc doi, never give up (Brng bd cudc)! Tdi chi mubn
ké ngay ra mot trang cho anh biét cudc hanh trinh di tim
anh khd s& thé nao, cho anh biét cai ly do mai t&i ngay
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hém nay t6i va anh méi gap dwoc nhau, nhwng sau do toi
chi cwdi (c6 1€ hanh phic va bat ngd qua chang?):

- Well, it's a long story, haha. (B6 la 1 cau chuyén dai)

- You know i've been looking for you, i've standing at the
subway to look for you, hoping for a chance to catch a
glance of your eyes, just hopeless, i thought may be you
got a boy friend, you.... (Em biét khéng anh da di tim em
sudt, anh da drng & bén tau dién ngdm hi vong sé duoc
nhin thay anh mat em, nhwng chi nhan dwoc sw that vong,
anh da nghi ring em da c6 ban trai, em...)

- Oh, hold on. You've been looking for me? (Khoan da, anh
da tim em w?)

- Yes, like a mad man! (', nhu mot ké dién!)

Va téi chot nhé ra téi da tirng dé lai mét manh gidy "quan
trong" & van phong cia anh ma, anh phai nhan dwoc tir 1au
ri chir?

- Hey, i came to your office to look for you too, its on
Saturday. You were off, haven't you received my note i left
there? i gave to the assistance. (Nay anh, em da dén chd
lam cda anh vao hém th 7. H6m dé anh nghi, vy anh
chwa nhan dwoc to gidy nhan em dé lai w? Em da dwa nd
cho c6 trg ly ma)

- What note ? You left a note for me to Gar? Well, she must
have forgotten to give me. (Gidy nhan nao co? Em da dé
I&i nhan cho anh qua Gar 4? C6 4y da quén dwa cho anh
roi)

- Or she's your girlfriend and she's jealous! (Hay c6 &y la
ban gai ctia anh va ...dang ghen!)

- NO, she's not my girl friend. i haven't got a girl friend...
(Khéng, c6 ay khdéng phai ban gai cia anh, anh chwa co
ban gai...)
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- But may be she wants to be your girl friend (C6 thé la co
ay muon tré thanh ban gai anh thi sao)

- OH NO, NO way, she can't be... (Khdng, khéng dau, c6 ay
khéng thé...)

Va hai chung t6i cung cuoi. Tiéng cwdi cla anh trong dién
thoai v6 cung &m ap va hanh phuc. Téi cdm nhan dwoc thé.
Va néu co hadi t6i, mét trong nhirng gidy phat hanh phuc
cua cudc doi tdi la luc nao thi toi sé tra 1&i la luc nay day.

- But how about you? You have a boyfriend too? i bet you
have...you've been busy with your boy friend.... (Thé con
em, em c6 ban trai rdi phai khéng? Anh ca la em co6 roi, va
em ban ron véi ban trai subt...)

- Oh, me? i guess i have, but...you've seen him? Cause i
haven't. (Em w? Em doan la c6, nhwng anh da nhin thay
anh ay chwa? Chu em thi chwa)

Va lai cwoi. C6 1é man "tham do" nhau da dworc giai toa.

- | can't wait to call you today. If you don't mind, can i take
you out now? Where are you, i'd come to pick you up. (Néu
em khéng ngai, anh c6 thé dwa em di choi bay gi& khdng?
Em dang & dau, anh sé don em)

Ngwéc nhin 1én dong ho, 9h hon. Ké ra bay gio di van
duwgc day, khong biét y b6 me thé nao. Ngoai troi tuyét lai
lat phat bay roi....

- OK, come pick me up at the train station. (Ok, anh dén em
& bén tau dién ngam nha)

Dap may rdi ma ngudi tdi van run 1én. Toi da rat gidi khi ndi
chuyén dwoc binh tinh nhw vay. Chi trong mét thdi gian
ngan ma t6i da qua nhiéu lan hanh phuc - that vong - bd
cudc - quyét tdm - b4t ng® - hanh phuc. Téi chwa bao gid
c6 ban trai cd, cling chwa bao gi® yéu cd. Cadm giac thé nay
t6i cling chwa bao gi® c6 dwoc, cé thé téi yéu réi thi sao?
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Hay la t6i chi dang sung swéng voi niém vui ctia mot ké
chién thang? To6i khong biét, téi sé thir minh!

M&c quan 4o, phai ngdi trang diém lai that xinh. Vi lic d6
tréng tdi rat mét méi va xau xi, tham chi téc tai con bét ca
lai vi lanh qua, nhwng ngudi ta bao, khi tinh thdn phan chén
thi tw nhién con nguwoi sé tré nén rang r&. Ma rang ro la
diém manh cla t6i. Téi mubén d6i mat minh sé& phai that
dep. Téi héi hdp mong chd dwoc nhin lai voc dang tuyét
voi 4y clha anh. T6i sé tw hao |1&dm day, vi dém nay, dém
Valentine, t6i dwoc di canh mot ngwdi dan 6ng dep!

Khéng dam ndi v&i me la con di choi...Valentine, vi bdé me
sé ngat mat. Nhwng t6i cling chuan bi san tinh than sé di vé
nha mudn.

- Me o1, cho con di ra Times Squares nhé, xem khéng khi
Valentine.

- Ra xem thién ha &m nhau a?

- Vang, ra xem bon n6 6m nhau.

- Dén khd con tdi. Mac &m vao va vé sém nhé.
- Oi vang, la lala...!"!

C6 vé& hém nay la mot ngay sudn sé. it khi ndo téi gap
nhiéu may man nhw thé. Birng chd xe bus dd, t6i ngdm cac
doéi dap diu dng tdm sw. B6i nao cling hanh phuc, moi
ngay tdi sé ghen tj day, nhwng hém nay, ho sé& phai ghen tj
v&i t6i. Chi it phat niva théi, khi chiéc xe bus ché tdi ra bén
tau dién ngam, t6i sé cling dwoc "dap diu" nhw thé.

Tuyét bat dau roi day hon, gi6 lanh lanh, tw nhién téi nghi
vé 6ng gia tat nguyén hay viét tiéu thuyét va thay thuwong
éng lam. Gi® nay c6 nhirng tam hdn cd don nhw vay & dau
d6. Nhwng chac gi 6ng dang c6 don? Co thé 6ng dang viét
sach va quén hét moi chuyén thi sao. Tdi nghi t&i anh
cht,Phan ciing dang c6 don hay bén canh mét co Viét kiéu
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nao day, biét dau. Toéi nghi téi ho vi ca hai da chic t6i ¢
mot ngay Valentine may mén.

T6i da t&i bén. Ping chd phia bén trong, 4m ap vé cung.
T6i dwoc "chi dinh" dirng chd & phong chd bén trén. Toi di
di lai lai, nhat lai ngdé vao cai cabin soat vé cuwdi véi 6ng
soat vé mot phat. Ong ta lai nhin t6i day do héi, chac lai
thém nguwdi nira thdc méac sao cd nang nay lai "dang yéu"
thé nhi? Clr thdy dong ngudi di tr dwdi tau di 1én 13 t6i lai
ngd. Anh van chua toi. TOi dlrng nhin ra bén ngoai clra
kinh cta phong cho, ngam tuyét 14t phat roi, ngam nhirng
cap doi hdi ha qua lai, ngdm mét c6 bé con vira di vira hét,
ngam dong sdng tham den phia xa xa, tat ca dbi voi téi déu
mang cam giac binh yén.

- Hi, there.

Téi d& I m& nhin thay béng phan chiéu ctia tdm kinh cho
t&i khi nguoi ay tién lai that gan va dirng sau lwng t6i cat
tiéng mot chao nhe nhw hoi thé, mét ngudi dan éng cao
rao mac ao choang den, mét hinh anh quen thubc, vi t6i da
nhin anh nhw vay lan dau tién.

- "Hi". M&t nu cwdi téi glri anh qua tAdm kinh. R6i t6i quay
[ai.

Anh nhin thdng vao mét t6i khién t6i bdi rdi va ngwong 1am,
chdc mat va tai dd phai biét. Nhwng t6i hay biét chira
ngwong bang mét cach cudi rat "hén nhién". Va ca hai lai
cung cuwoi. HoOm nay, toc anh dai hon mét chut, hang rau
quai nén da tia ngan lai chi con téc mai rat dai, khoac mot
chiéc 4o choang den. Anh dep va ndi bat t&i mirc, khéng ai
di qua ma khéng ngédm lai nhin anh va...nhin t6i. Téi ¢c6
dwoc mot cdm giac hanh dién va may man chua ting cé.
Anh chia tay ra, muén ndm tay t6i. Thoang do dw, va téi
nam tay anh, tim dap loan nhip.
Téi tw hoi chang t6i sé di dau day? Anh lai cti xudng, nhiu
may, cudi va noi:
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- Can i take you to a very special place? (Anh co thé dua
em dén mot noi rat dac biét khéng?)

- How special is that? (Dac biét nhw thé nao co?)
- You'll see! (R6i em sé thay)

Va trén tau, t6i da bat ngo khi dwoc nghe ké, rang anh da
di tim t6i kho sé thé nao...!
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Phan 10

Nam tay nhau di thang may cubén xudng dwdi bén tau. Toi
nghi rang nhitng nguwoi dang di ngwoc lai déu dang nhin
chiing t6i bang anh mat ham mo (va ganh ti). T6i nay, toi
nghi s& phai "khai thac" triét dé nhirng thdc méac cua toi vé
Ryan béy lau nay.

Thac mac gi la lon nhat day? Khong phai 1a ¢ tro ly Gar
xau tinh, khéng phai la anh dang lam viéc cu thé gi, nha
anh & dau, tai sao dep ftrai thé mé...‘chl‘fa cd nguoi
yéu,..ma la...anh quodc tich gi véy’.{ TG6i d6 rang anh cling
phai cc’; mot ta thac mac vé t6i. Nhat Ia sw kién t6i da "mat
tich" bay lau nay.

- So are you able to tell me where your parents from now?
(Anh c6 thé cho em biét bd me anh dén tr dau khéng?)

Téi phai hdi ngay lap tire, vi...td mod qua roi.

- Still wondering hah? (Van ban khoan ha?)

- Well...yes (cudi)

Anh nhin t6i day an vy, r0| nhin ra phia khac, cw®i mim, mat
liéc dong nguwdi qua lai, réi khdng naéi gi. Téi lay lay tay anh:

- Come on, tell me, tell me (N6i cho em biét di ma)
Dap lai la mot nu cwdi rat khé hiéu. Nhin ddy mé hoac!
- Come on, come on...come (Bi mal!)

- You missed me?(Em cé nh& anh khéng?)

Cau hdi lai cat ngang khién toi im bat. T6i dang hdi chuyén
khac co ma. Lan dau tién cé mét ngudi nhin thang vao mét
t6i va hoi tdi nhw vay. Thuc sw 14, tdi khdng rd rang t6i da
nh& anh hay khéng? Hay chi 1a chat 4n twong xa xwa da

X

khién t6i qua "tiéc nudi" va "hiéu chién" t&i mdrc phai tim ra
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anh cho dén tan ngay nay. Thoi ky vira réi cling khéng phai
la t&i thwe sy nhé nhung anh cho 1dm. T6i chi 1a mot ké
hiéu chién, cé thé 1dm chir. Nhwng luc nay thi t6i bbi rdi
l&m, tim rung rinh, thAy minh da chién thang, thay c6 cam
xac lam.

- Of course, | did, you? (Tét nhién la co, con anh?)

- Hopefully you missed me as much as i did! (Hi vong la em
cling nhé anh nhw anh da nhé em)

Buwéc 1én tau, im lang v&i nhau déi chut du trong khoang
kha én ao, dwdng nhw ca hai dang tw tadn huwéng nhiing
l&ng dong suy nghi ctia riéng minh. Chulng t6i 1én chuyén di
nguwoc lai vé phia quan Queens chr khédng sang Manhattan
di tham tha Times Square nhw téi ndi v&i me. Toi khéng rd
nhirng gi hay ho dang xay t&i. Chung t6i ngdi trén hai chiéc
ghé & gan cudi toa, gan mot 6ng gia dang c6 mot khuén
mat rat budn. Ro6i anh cét tiéng:

- OK, i'll tell you, but promise to tell me where you are from
too? Deal? (Ok, anh s& n6i em nghe, nhwng em ciing phai
noi cho anh biét em tr dau dén nhé)

- Yes, absolutely! (T4t nhién réi)

- Well, my father is Brazilian and Cuban, my mother is half
Philippines and half Japanese. People always wonder
about my look. (B anh 1a nguoi gbc Brazin va Cuba, me
anh la nguw&i lai Philipin va Nhat Ban. Moi nguwoi cling
thweng thdc mac vé bé ngoai cia anh).

- Wow, you are totally mixed, hihi. You do look different, you
attract women a lot don't you? (O, anh qua 1a mét hdn hop
day. Anh cé vé ngoai rat la, anh c6 biét 1a minh rat thu hat
phu nir khéng?)

- Not only women, haha... (Khéng chi phu nr dau em)

47



- | guess you're right. You speak Spanish? (Em ciing nght
thé. Anh ndi tieng Tay Ban Nha a?)

- Spanish and Portugese, just a little bit of Japanese.lts
time your turn! You're mixed too? (Tay Ban Nha va Bb Pao
Nha, mét chat tiéng Nhat. Gier dén lwot em? Em ciing la
nguwoi lai phai khéng?)

- Nope, absolutely 100% Vietnamese! (Khdng, ngudi Viét
Nam 100%)

- You are what? (Gi co?)
- Vietnamese (Ngui Viét Nam)

- Oh, wow, Vietnamese. i have no friends from this country,
but i think still you are different, especially your eyes, and
your full lips. They are sexy! (O, ngwdi Viét Nam. Anh
khoéng cé nguwdi ban nao nguwdi Viét ca, nhwng anh nght la
tréng em rat la, dic biét 1a d6i mat va bod moi day dan. R4t
quyén ri!)

- Really? Just kidding, never heard of that. But i do look
different, haha. (That w? Em chwa nghe thay thé bao gi®,
nhwng qua that em tréng cling ky 1a)

- You are kidding too... (Em lai dua rdi)

Man mé& dau ciing kha tha vi day chr nhi. Gidi téa dwoc
thdc mac 1&n réi. Toi rat mudn ké cho anh nghe chuyén t6i
tim anh khd s& thé nao, va mudn dwoc td céo toi cia mu
tro ly cho anh nghe ra sao. Khéng thiéu chuyén dé ké,
dung khoéng nhi! Thuc sw tdi khéng phai la ngudi tw tin vé
ban than minh. Sudt ca bao ndm & Viét Nam, t6i chwa bao
gi® c6 ban trai, va thwdng t6i nghi rang t6i cé van dé vé
"ngoai hinh" va tinh cach, va tat nhién ciing cé kha kha
nguwoi theo dudi. Nhung thue sy tdi khédng hé nghi rang ai
trong s6 d6 cé ké that Idng va kién tri. Téi tham chi da tirng
nghi rang chang cé ai 1a thich t6i that ca. Va tdi cling vay,
c6 |8 t6i cling cha thich ndi ai. Da 22 tudi, can phai thay dbi
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ch& dung khéng nhi? Tai tin rdng co thé t6i sap biét thé nao
la yéu chang. Va du ngudi &y khong phai la mot nguwoi Viét
Nam!

Anh dwa tay 1én vudt mai téc thang twng nhwng hoi bén bét
cla toi va cwoi (rat diu dang).

- | blamed myself for being so rush on that day. | should
have stayed and took your number. | was waiting. | think
you are not the type of easy girl to give me an instant call.
But a whole month was too much to wait. Since i did not
know exactly where you live and where you are from. i was
desperate. Everday i'm back from work i stand at the station
to look for you. i asked all of my friends if they know about
you and looked all the Asian girls on street if they are at my
sight, been like that such a long time. And sometimes just
drinking something by myself and thinking of you, too much.
i've never been that way. | used to have girl friends, i hadn't
been missing them that much! (Anh da ty trach minh vi
hém dé da qua véi va. L& ra anh nén & lai va xin sb cua
em. Anh da ch& doi. Anh nghi em khéng phai 1a c¢b gai dé
dang goi cho anh ngay. Nhwng da gan mét thang anh cho
doi réi. Khi ma anh khéng biét em & dau va em tr dau dén,
anh da mét hi vong. M&i ngay di lam vé, anh lai dng & bén
tau dé tim em. Anh da hdi tat ca ban bé cla minh rang liéu
ho cé thdy mét cd gai ngwdi Chau A trén dworng hay khéng,
mot thoi gian dai nhw vay... Thi thodng, anh ngdi uéng mot
chat gi d6 va nghi dén em that nhiéu. Anh chwa bao gi®
nhw vay. Anh da tirng c6 khéng it ban gai nhwng chwa tirng
nhw ai dén nhu vay).

Nhirng 1&i néi day chan thanh dé lam t6i suyt chay ca nwéc
mat. Puwoc cai t6i khong dé chdy nwéc mét nén toi hay
cudi 1ap liém.

- You cried too? (Anh...c6 khoc khdng?)
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- Oh, cry? Hmm, i guess until i completely loose you i guess
i will...When did you come to my office?(U'm, anh nghi néu
anh thyc sy khong thé tim dwoc em thi chic 1a co... Em
dén co quan anh lic nao nhi)

- Last week i guess, on Saturday. (Hinh nhw la th& 7 tudn
trwée)

- That's my day off!l Too bad. What a sudden makes you
think of me this late? (D6 la ngay nghi cia anh. Té that.
Diéu gi khién em nghi t&i anh mudn the?)

- Secret, haha.... (D6 la mot bi mat)

Téi quyét dinh khéng néi cho anh biét t6i da di tim anh nhw
thé nao. Anh di tim t6i ma, c& dé cho anh nghi rang chi cé
anh di tim t6i di. T6i mudn biét anh sé& dwa t6i di dau. Téi hy
vong thé ndo anh cling dirng lam trai tim t6i méi mét vi qua
nhiéu hanh phuc! Téi mau thuan thé day!

- You like Spanish music? (Em c6 thich am nhac Tay Ban
Nha khéng?)

- | don't listen a lot but i think i do. (Em khéng nghe nhiéu
nhwng em nghi la co)

Anh dat ban tay lén tay t6i. Ban tay t6i dwoc che I4p hoan
toan b&i tay anh, twa nhw c6 mot cam giac minh duwoc che
ch® va bao vé. Roi ban tay 4y nédm tay t6i lai. "You and i, in
this moment, holding the night, so close...hold it now, you
can hear our heart beats". Cam giac giébng nhuw lyrics cla
bai The Sweetest days vay doé.

Di ra ngoai trdi, tuyét roi to qua, mu mit, lai hoi &m wét
nira. Anh so tdi lanh nén cubng quyt bat téi dirng nép vao
phia bén trong mét tram xe bus va bao t6i dirng chd & do
dé di 14y xe 6 to.

Khoang 5 phat anh lai mét chiéc xe van t&i, chay xuéng mé
ctra dwa tdi vao ngdi. That Ia &m ap. Anh néi rang xe cua
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anh vira m&i duwoc stva & gan day va bay gi& anh mai 3y.

Trén dwong di, anh rat hay véi tay vubt toc t6i, o 1& do lanh
qua nén né kha bét, anh lo rang téi bj lanh. Xe ré vao moét
goc phd, va dirng lai trwéc modt quan bar ctia ngudi Chile
(thdy dé ngodai bang thé).

Quan bar nhé va luc doé tdan cac déi ngdi, d6i nao ciing
hanh phuc. Anh bdi vira nhin thdy chang t6i da chay ra bat
tay va noi chuyén bang mét trang tiéng Tay Ban Nha,
duwong nhw 1a ho d&a quen biét nhau 1au rdi. Quan bar co6
mot san khau nhd, trén d6 cé mdt ban nhac choi nhac cua
ngwdi My la tinh, ho dang hat may ban tinh ca bang tiéng
Tay Ban Nha. Anh nam tay t6i va chi lén:

- That's my band! (Bay la ban nhac ctia anh)
- You have a band? (Anh c6 ban nhac?)

- Yes, i perform here at night sometimes. They are all my
friends. (U, anh dién & day vai budi toi. Tat ca déu la ban
cua anh!)

- What do you play? (Anh choi nhac cu gi vay?)

- Guitar (Ghi ta)

- Wow.

TOi suyt mé di, trén ca tuyét voi. T6i con khdng ngd toi ca
dieu nay. Anh bdi xép cho t6i mét ché ngbi, mét anh nén

nhé dwoc dat & gitva lung linh. Anh boi nhin t6i va tam
tac...khen bang tiéng Anh bdi rat dé thwong:

_She's pretty, hey Ryan, got ya! (Ryan, c6 4y rat xinh!)

Anh goi regu Chile, cho du téi khong biét udng rwou nhwng
van dong y udng. Anh béi gat dau, quay lai con khong quén
cam theo mét béng hong, & day ai cling cé mot bong hong.

Anh bbi rét rou cho ching t6i roi di.
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- Cheer!

- Cheer!

Toi khong biét uong rweu nhung ma hom day toi cling uong
héet ly regu d6. Uong xong la mat tdi da do birng.

- Would you wait here? (Em doi & day dwoc khéng?). Anh
hoi

- Sure, go ahead. (Ch&c rdi, anh ctv I&n d6 di)

Anh cudi roi ding day. Anh di ra hwong san khau, ban
nhac ct vra két thuc. Tiéng may nguoi trong ban nhac
cuwdi goi tén Ryan. Roi tat g;é bon ho d‘éy nh‘lr) vé phia toi.
Anh khoac Ién nguw®i chiéc guitar, ngdi xudng, dat mic
trrdc miéng. Co 1é hdm nay anh khéng chi danh guitar, anh
con hat nira.

- This song "Hero" is just for the beautiful girl down there.
Happy Valentine! (Ban nhac "Hero" nay danh tang riéng
cho cb gai xinh dep ngoi kia. Chuc mirng Valentine!)

Moi nguoi ai cling ngoai lai nhin toi roi vé tay tan thwéng,
c6 ca tiéng huyt sdo. Téi ngwong nhw chwa bao gi& dwoc
ngwong, nhwng téi cing hanh phuc nhw chwa bao gi¢
dwoc hanh phuc.

Va day la nguwoi dan 6ng danh guitar hay nhat va hat hay
nhat, va...dep nhat ma t6i tirng dwoc thay va nghe....Tat ca
dang ghen ti v&i toi!

Anh hat bai "Hero" cua Enrique Iglesias. Gi& nghe lai bai
nay tdi con qua nhiéu cam xuc v&i no.

"Would you dance if | asked you to dance?

Would you run and never look back

Would you cry if you saw me crying

Would you save my soul tonight?"
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Cudc ddi cé nhirng gidy phut tuyét dep la thé day...
You are saving my soul tonight, baby!

Nhuwng khi né qua dep, 1a dé sau nay cho nguoi ta qua
budn.

Vi cudc sbng ma, c6 may ai hoc dwoc chir ngd...Phai
khéng?
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Phan 11

T6i chi biét viét chuyén tinh yéu bang nhirng tr ngi binh
thwong...

Giong cua Ryan mang chut gi dé hoang da nhwng rat ndng
nan. Anh c6 thi tham vai tiéng Tay Ban Nha trong bai hat
nhwng t6i khéng hiéu anh noi gi. Téi chi lién tuc mim cuwdi.

Ryan tré& vé ban, téi thy anh rat hanh phuc, con téi v, tat
nhién cling khdi néi. Cé 1& anh da gan nhw chinh phuc
dwoc téi hoan toan, anh cho t6i cdm giac tw hao va hanh
phic ma khong biét t&i bao gidr t6i mdi co thé co lai. Va toi
san sang ngdi trong cai quan bar nay v&i anh subt dém nay
dé nghe anh noi chuyén va nhin anh cuwoi.

Dién thoai anh chet reo, nhiu may, Ryan tat di va co vé hoi
ngan ngdm. T6i dd rang nang "Gar" cta anh réo anh di roi,
hodc la cd nao day. Téi chot giat minh, biét dau anh vira
mé&i bd ngudi yéu hodc dang trong mot mdi quan hé khac
(nhwng ¢ truc tréc thi sao?) nén anh tum téi nhw thé dé
"lap ché tréng", ciing lam sao biét 1a anh da di tim téi thuc
sy hay khéng? Tw nhién cdm thdy hé nghi sau nhirng gi
anh lam, nhung co 1& diéu do 1a kho tranh khéi, nhat [a ddi
véi mét ngudi dan dng nhw thé nay. Nhwng ké, vui da nao,
toi gi, dung khéng?

Theo victory-incongurity

T6i khdng nh¢ that chinh xac va day dd nhirng cau chuyén
cta chang tdi budi téi hém dé. Hinh nhw anh héi nhiéu vé
cudc sbng cua toi & Viét Nam va t6i thi hdi anh nhiéu
vé...cac cb gai. Toéi chi nhé m0| cai nhiu may méi lan cui
xuong cwdi ma théi, qua anh nén, trong lai cang dang yéu
hon rat nhiéu |an.
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Ryan té y mudbn dua toi Ve vi cling da gan 12h, cé 18 do cau
chuyén cua t6i cd noi vé viéc bé me khédng mubn con gai vé
mudn, do la truyén théng. Trén dwong di, t6i mudn hai
Ryan nhiéu hon vé gia dinh anh, v& ngwdi me Nhat Ban -
Philippines cta anh, téi rat mudn biét b6 me anh da gap
nhau nhu thé ndo, Ryan con cé mdt nguwdi em trai bang
tudi tdi va mot ngudi em gai, t6i rat mubn biét trong ho nhw
thé ndo, co "dep" dwoc nhw anh hay khéng.

Xe qua cau tré vé ddo. Luc d6 thi cling da 12h 5 phut, toi
nh& nhw in thé, trdi da lang tuyét di rat nhiéu nhuwng rat gié
va bubdt. Téi lai ndy ra cai y dinh bao anh dé& xe & mét ché
rdi t6i va anh di dao ven séng hing chuat lanh 18o dién
cudng mot ti. Anh td y lo 1dng vi c6 thé tdi sé vé mudn, bd
me sé rat lo I&ng. Ma qua thuc ciing chwa bao gid toi di vé
mudn dén thé, chac chan gi& nay hai ngudi dang di ra di
vao. Nhwng ma ké, dién mat ti di nao.

Cha biét t6i cb tinh hay tdi ham thé that, nhung t6i thich
cwdi dua va hét to 1én trong dém véng, tiéng cwdi cla toi
vang to lanh lanh, nghe rat rd, cdm twdng nhw am thanh
dap ca vao san bang dwéi chan vong lai. Téi di rat nhanh
du ven séng rat tron, béng loang, c& truot trwot. Anh cling
hoi choang vi cé vé téi...nghich qua, nhwng diéu bat ngo 1a
anh cling thich dién theo cho du luén miéng: "Oops, be
careful". Va tw nhién cai "trdo choi" tré con tré& nén tha vi.
Anh bam sat toi lién tuc vi mdi 1an téi suyt nga lai dwoc
nang d& day, cang dwoc dé téi cang treot manh. That tuyét
voi vi t6i khéng phai cham déat bat ky luc ndo. Thé réi, luc
vira d& dwoc téi thi anh bi trwot chéan loang choang, t6i 6m
cham |14y anh dé anh khéi nga. Va mac du sap nga dén noi
anh van quay lai d& t6i. T6i cwdi am lén va khi anh dng
virng lai, dang tay 6m t6i, ca hai cung cwoi. Co 1é thuwc s,
d6 maéi luc 1ang man nhat cla ca budi tbi!

C6 |1& chung t6i dm nhau ciing phai t&i...2 phut, t6i twa dau
lén chiéc ao cta anh va thay voé cung am ap, ké thi...am
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that, t6i cling chad mudn buéng. Cudi cung, téi thi tham:
"OK, lets go, gotta go".

Tré vé building, di that cham, ngdm nhin anh dén mua déng
mo& dac va bén kia bo 1a cad mot thé gidi cao tang da chut
ldng hdi ha. N6 1am téi nhé lai cai cdm giac ndm 13 tudi, 2h
sang cia dém 30 Tét (luc d6 me da vé VN an tét) lang
thang mét minh ven b& Riverside (ngbi nha cii t6i & ngay
nhd bén Manhattan), tuyét roi, dwong phd yén &ng, lanh
|80 ma rat boi hoi.

Chia tay nhau tai ctra, néu trong phim thi s& c6 mét nu hén
nhwng chéng hiéu sao téi khdng sdn sang cho hanh déng
nay (vi chua hon bao gio), toi thich gitr lai mot vai dléu gi
do. Ap tay t6i vao tay anh, téi nghiéng dau cudi 1an cubi roi
noi I&i tam biét.

"Il see you tomorrow, OK?" (Gap lai em ngay mai nhé)

"OK, give me a call, you can call me at the "office" (Ok, goi
cho em nhé, anh c6 thé goi dén chd lam cta em). T6i da
cho anh sé cla clra hang nail.

Téi khéng di bd ma di thang may, vi tdi & tang 3 théi.
Nhwng IGc nay thi cdm giac lo Iang né méi dén, 12 ruwdi roi
chr cha it, chwa bao gi® t6i di ddu mudn thé ca, lai di mot
minh nira. Qua that, clra nha van mé to.

M& cira, tat nhién 1a bdé van dang xem ti vi (nha t6i thirc
mudn 1dm). B6 ngodi lai ngay 1ap tirc : "Chét that thoi, di
dau bay gi& méi vé, ha ha???". "Con di lang thang thdi, ra
Times Square, gi& nay ddng vui [dm ma". "DPéng cai gi ma
vui, & cai x(r nay ma khoéng biét dwong can than a?". Thé
réi cling chi mang thé théi, ¢ 18 me da di ngu vi con phai di
lam, thé 1a may mén roi.

Téi 1én giwong di ngu, du rat vui va phan khich nhwng ma
dém do toi ngu li bi khéng mo mang gi ca, don gian vi toi
da qua mét mai!
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Sang th&r bay, khuén mat toi twoi tinh vi tinh than phan
chan va vi ng dwoc. Anh chi nhin t6i day do hdi, chac toi
vui tdi cha gidu gi dwoc. "Con nhé gdp dwoc chang trai day
roi...thé co dung khéng?". Tdi ngdi chdng tay 1&8n cam
va...cudi. M&t anh chi thoang budn, réi anh hdi chuyén
hém qua tiém spa c6 déng khach khéng? Téi noi rang rat
dong va mét, nhung t6i hoc dwoc nhiéu. Anh lai néi cau
muén thia: "Cé 1én nhé".

Cé sang khéng co dién thoai clia Ryan. Va réi bubi chiéu
cling vay. Téi lai thém ngu kinh di, ca chiéu ngdi phai ¢ gil
binh tinh 1dm cho khdi guc méat xudng ban, ciing may cé
mét sd khach t&i ngdi vé voi va wax 16ng may nén co viéc
ma lam va c6 ngudi dé néi chuyén.

Trwdce khi vé,bat ngd anh chd quay ra héi téi, giong khé
khang: "Tbi nay em di an tdi v&i anh dwoc khédng? Anh cé
chuy&n nay muén néi véi em!"
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Phan 12

Hirm, khéng thodi mai 1d&m, nhwng khé ma tr chdi. Thay
khuén mat e ngai cua t6i, anh mim cw®i va néi: "Anh sé
dwa em di gap mdt c6 nhé nhé, nhé dé thwong 1dm." Toi
thay vui hon vi it ra cling khdng phai di riéng cung anh chd,
noéi that téi cw théy ngai sao d6. Anh chu goi dién cho "c6
nhd" dé, giong rat ngot ngao: "i'll come pick you up honey"
(Anh sé t&i don em nhé cwng!). Toi Ién xe 6 t6 clia anh, anh
noi rang di don c6 bé dé & mét clra hang vang bac trén phd
tau. T6i khdng dam héi cbé bé nay la cé bé nao, cé quan hé
gi v&i anh chu.

Do la mot cd gai chir khdng phai la mét ¢ bé, khéng rd la
bang tudi t6i hay la hon tudi. Cd gai budc I&n xe, t6i y t&
xudng dwdi ngdi cho ¢d gai ngdi trén. Luc dé troi vé tdi, co
gai c6 mot nét rat sang trong va dac trung cla nhitng cod
gai nguoi Hoa noi day, da trang, téc den va dai, ngudi cao
vira, cai mii rat xinh, tém lai |4 tréng "rat 6n". Cd gai nhéen
cwdi nhin t6i, rdi lai nhin anh chd cudi day au yém. Toi bat
dau | md doan day la bd ctia anh chang. Co gai 1a nguoi
Hoa nén khéng néi duwoc tiéng Viét. Chung téi giao tiép
bang tiéng Anh, anh chu y t& khéng néi chuyén véi co bang
tiéng Quang Péng so tdi khdng hiéu. Xe tap vao quan an
Viét kha ndi tiéng trén cho Tau, t6i cling an & day doi ba
lan va th&rc &n kha ngon. O day c6 mén phd rat ngd
nghinh, goi la Ph& xe Itra, to nhw...cai xe Itra vay!

C6 gai buwéc vao ma dugc chd quan & day ra tdn noi moé
clra don chirng té cling thudc hang "VIP". Cudi cung, anh
chu gi¢i thiéu: "This is Sheryl Chow, Mrs Mei Chow's
daughter!" (Bay la Sheryl Chow, con gai ciia c6 Mei Chow).
AHHHHH, thi ra 1a vay, cha trach ho cé quan hé than thiét
thé. Khéng 18 anh chi sé la con ré twong lai cia ba cha
tiém spa kia! Cé gai cwdi va nhin anh chd rat au yém.
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Poan, nang quay ra hdi t6i: "Is everything OK at the spa?
How's the training?" (Céng viéc & spa 6n ch®? Viéc hoc
nghé thé nao?). Thi ra 1a con ba chd, ninh nang mét chat
nao. Toi cwdi x&i 1&i va ndi rang noi do rat 6n dinh. Pwoc
biét nang hon t6i 2 tudi, da tét nghiép dai hoc kinh doanh gi
do, gi& dang la chi mét clra hang vang bac trén phd Tau
va twong lai s& mé& thém tiém spa gibng clia me. Tai cling
duwoc biét nang c6 mot dra em gai kém td6i mot tudi, theo
nhw 1&i ctia anh chu thi : "Con nhé dep dé sg, méi lan dao
phé 1a xe dung nhau &m &m" 1am tdi cling td6 mo dé s luén.
Pung 14 gia dinh quy tdc. T6i thay thodi mai hon va nghi
rang, hém nay chuyén anh chd mudn néi véi t6i la gioi
thiéu cd nguoi yéu nay chir chadng c6 gi quan trong. Thuc
ra téi lo nhat 1a anh nay sé phé phan t6i vi viéc hay...di lam
muon!

Bra com da xong, chung t6i rat vui vé, ¢d gai cling thinh
thodng hay héi mét sb cau theo kiéu do héi, nhwng toan
dwoc anh chl lap liém bang cau: "She found a very
handsome boyfriend" (C6 &y da tim dwoc mét anh chang
rat dep trai) lam t6i clr phi cwdi. Cling chot nhé ra hdm nay
t6i chang lién lac gi v&i Ryan, t6i lai khéng cé di dong. Théi
tdi vé t6i goi, co thé anh ciing ban bju. Vira di lam vira di
hoc thi ban réi. Con Sheryl kia biét dau dang cé suy nghi gi
ghen tuéng vé&i t6i thi sao, chadng hiéu sao tdi cé mot cam
giac rat ky la vé mdi quan hé clia ¢ ta va anh cha, co6 diéu
gi dé ma t6i khdng giai thich duoc!

Luc chia tay, do nha t6i ngwoc sang hwédng Queens con ho
sang hwéng Brooklyn nén t6i néi sé di tau dién ngam va
khéng can phai dwa vé. Anh chi dé co gai xinh dep ngbi
trong xe roi tién t6i xubng tan phia dwéi ga mot
cach...khdng can thiét. Anh héi t6i sé& di dau? Di gap ban
trai ch& hay vé nha luén? T6i bdo vé nha luén va ndi rang
quay lai v&i c6 ban gai cta anh di. Anh chl nhiu may réi
cwdi: "She's not my girl friend" (Cé &y khéng phai ban gai
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anh). "Well, it shows, hihi" (O, n6 thé hién ra nhuw thé ma).
"No she's not". Tw nhién anh kéu Ién hoi chut cau gian
khién téi cdm thay hoi so rdng minh vira néi gi "pham hay".
T6i lai t6 ra vui vé nhw khéng cé gi va bao anh nhanh
choéng di 1én dirng dé co6 4y chd. Anh néi: "Anh chwa néi
dwoc cai diéu anh mubn noi véi em". Téi lai chét da, thé
hoa la....chwa ndéi a? Thoéi dwgc, tinh sau. Toi cing dwoc
mot bira ngon va cé vai diéu tha vi. Téi dang mubén mau
chong vé nha goi dién cho Ryan.

P& 9h, tré vé, viéc dau tién tdi héi 1a co ai goi cho toi
khéng? Thang em trai t6i bdo cé mét ngudi dan 6ng goi
cho t6i 2 lan lién, lac 5h va luc 7h. Téi doan ngay ra la
Ryan, sao anh khong goi ctra hang ma goi vé nha nhi? Goi
ngay lai, Ryan nhac may, dwong nhuw dau day bén kia rat
on 4o va anh cb hét 1én dé tdi nghe thay:

<!--[if IsupportLists]-->- "I called you so many times today,
but you were not there, i miss you so much honey" (Anh goi
em nhiéu lan ma khéng gap dwgc em, anh nhé em lam!

- "Why don't you call me at the salon, i'm at the nail salon
for the whole day". (Sao anh khéng goi dén tiém nail cho
em, em & d6 ca ngay ma!)

- "l did, many times, but the man there said you were out".
(Anh c6 goi nhirng mét nguwdi dan 6ng nghe may va bao
em di vang)

"WHAT?"

Tw nhién t6i chot da, c& ngay t6i ngdi & tiém ma, ciing co
mot hai 1an di ra ngdai hit thé khéng khi mét ti cho bét cai
mui nail, khéng 1& anh goi luc d6? Ma néu gia st co thé that
sao khong thdy anh chd tiém noi nang gi véi t6i nhi? Tai
cling chot nhé ra, ¢ may l1an dién thoai t¢i anh chd nhac
may va téi nghe loang thoang cau: "She's not here" (C6 ay
khéng c6 & day). Téi nghi rang lién quan t&i khach hay la
cai c6 lam cung may hém nay nghi. Sao anh chd lai lam
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th&? Anh la mot ngudi tét Idm co ma? Toi héi lai Ryan cé
dung sb tiém nail khéng va anh doc lai sb, khdng sai. Théi
dwoc, sang hém sau tdi s& dén hdi anh chd chuyén nay,
cling hoi té nhj nhwng sét rudt 1dm. Ryan hdi t6i chd nhat
c6 réi khdng anh sé dan t6i di choi lung tung. M&c du toi
phai t&i tiém nail ngay hém sau nhwng t6i déng y ngay.
"can't wait to see you tomorrow and remmeber go to bed
early today? OK?" (Khéng thé doi dwoc dén luc dwoc gap
em ngay mai. Em nh& di ngd s&m nha!) Anh dan do truéc
khi cip may. Téi dw dinh goi vao sé di ddng cho anh ch
xin ngay mai nghi phép. Tai cling sét ruét mudn héi luén
hém nay sao anh lai ttr chdi khdng cho Ryan géap téi. Cha 18
anh ta...thich t6i a?

Doi t&i 10h kém tdi mai goi dién dé chéc chan anh nay da
vé nha, nghi ngoi, tw twdng thdng thoang. Bién thoai khéng
nhac, tdi goi lan hai sau dé 5 phut. Dién thoai nhic lén,
tiéng...phu ni¥: "Yes, who is it?" .T6éi lai ng& minh goi nham
sb: "Excuse me, is it Billy' number?" (Xin 16i day c6 phai sb
cta Billy khédng?). Téi thay giong phu nir nay quen quen,
AHHHHH, giong clda nang Sheryl Chow,. C6 vé Sheryl
clng nhéan ra t6i va hoi kho chiu. Nang naoi: "Billy is in the
shower" (Billy dang tdm). Téi xin 16i r&i nh& nang nhan rang
mai t6i xin nghi. Nang néi: "Hold on, don't hang up, i want to
ask you something" (Khoan da, duwng dap may voi, toi
mudn hdi c6 may th!). T6i lai chét da. Nang héi, giong lanh
tanh, khac han véi vé than thién luc & quan an: "How did
Billy introduce you to my mother? He took you there or my
mother met you before?" (Billy gi&i thiéu c6 dén chd me t6i
nhw thé ndo? Anh &y dan cé dén hay me téi da gap co tw
trwdc). "He took me there to introduce” (Anh Ay dan toi dén
gi&i thiéu). Toi bat dau thdy kho chiu rdi. "Does she like
you?" (Me t6i co thich cd khéng?). Téi hoi bat nger vé cau
hdi nay, téi ndi rang khéng biét va ciing cé thé cé, t6i ciing
"lanh" ma. Nhwng t6i khéng hiéu I1&m tai sao nang lai cé thai
d6 khé chiju nhw vay. Téi néi rang me goi va phai dap may,
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nhd nhan lai tin ngay mai t6i xin nghi 1am. Dap may réi ma
t6i cdm thiy sao sao vay, t6i cr thay diéu gi dé khéng binh
thworng va mdi quan hé cla ho c 14 la. Ho cho téi cai cam
giac nhw vay, va cé 16...dang la co6 diéu gi d6 dang that bat

2
R

on!!!
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Phan 13

T6i khoéng thay anh chi goi lai d& ddng y hay khéng? Téi ot
tw ddng nghi vay, khéng biét nang Sheryl Chow t& té hon
nang Garbriel clia Ryan hay khéng nira. (Sau nay t6i biét
tén la Sheryl Chow la dat theo tén cua rocker Sheryl Crow).

T6i ¢ hen véi Ryan budi chiéu, anh sé& dwa xe t&i don toi.
11h trwa, t6i mdi ngu day, tw nhién trong Iic chd an phd me
nau, tdi mudn xuong dwoi nha di lang thang ven séng mot
ti, vi thoi tiét kha tét, tham chi con cé chut nang.

Thay ngay la 6ng gia tat nguyen dang ngdi hi hui V|et lach.
Téi lai thdy 6ng viét ra may to gidy ma chwa co quyén e
nao. Ong nhin thay t6i va mim cwdi, vay vay, t6i clng vay
lai. T6i quay tré vé nha, luc xem nha t6i co quyen sO nao to
day khong, tim ra dwoc mét quyén, kleu sO tay ghi chep,
chac cam tr Viét Nam sang hay me cam vé tr co quan.
Xubng nha dwa cho 6ng gia: "Can you write into this note
so you won't lose your work?" (Ong co thé viét trong cubn
so nay dé khong bi that lac ban thao niva) . Ong gia nhin toi
roi dua tay lén ngwc nghiéng nghiéng theo kiéu rat xuc
dong. "Thank you lovely, how have you been?". TGi téet
miéng cwdi, ké cho 6ng nghe t6i da c6 mot budi Valentine
vé cung lang man. (T6i la ngwdi rat thich tdm sw véi nhivng
ngudi cling...hoi xa la nhw vay). Ong tron mét, rdi vo tay:
"Told ya, magic happened, what a lucky guy, i'm already
jealous" (Diéu ky diéu da xay ra, qua la mét chang trai may
man, t6i thdy ghen ti dé) rdi 6ng cwdi. Toi héi dng tiéu
thuyét da dén dau rdi , 6ng ndi da gan téi ndm 45 va thang
bé bat diu I&n rdi, né dang di tim bd me. D6 1a mét thang
bé Do Thai. Téi chic 6ng viét xong sém dé cho téi xem. Tai
ndi chiéu nay Ryan t&¢i don tdéi ma 6ng ngdi day téi sé dan
Ryan t&i gap 6ng. "Really, what a pleasure, ok show me the
lucky guy girl, I'l knock him off" (T4t nhién réi, hay chi cho
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téi chang trai may man do, toi sé ha guc anh ta). That la
ngd nghinh!

Téi vé nha an phd. Anh chi goi dién, héi téi nghi a? T6i bao
vang, anh héi t6i chiéu cé réi khéng anh dinh moi téi di &n
tiép, chi cd hai ngwdi. TAt nhién la téi tv chéi, tdi noi thir hai
t6i s& t&¢i va cling mudn hdi anh mét vai thte. Anh chid cé vé
hoi buén.

2h, Ryan t&i don t6i. Toi rat hdi hop. Lan nay téi sé dwoc
gap anh trong anh sang ban ngay ch& khong phai trong
siéu thi, tau dién ngdm, bong dém hay anh dén nhd nhd
cla quan bar. Hdm nay anh di mét chiéc xe 6 to con c6 son
hai mau xanh dé tréng rat budn cwdi va cuc ky dé thuwong.
"Hey hey hey.." Anh m& clra, nhay mat nhin t6i. T6i bao
anh dwng xe chut di gap moét ngudi. "Who is it?" (Ai vay
em?). "Just an old and very cute man" (Mot 6ng gia rat dé
thwong). "Haha, you attract to even old man, did you hurt
him with your eyes?" (Em con thu hut ca ngudi gia nira ha,
em cé lam dau 6ng 4y bang déi mét ctia minh khéng thé?).
"I bet you're the only victim, haha" (Em cwoc la chi cé minh
anh & nan nhan théi). Taéi cling bat chuwéc nhay mat. Oi,
nhin anh trong anh ndng hiém hoi clia mua xuan nay sao
ma...thich thé khéng biét. Nhin anh ban ngay tréng ra chéat
chau A hon budi téi, t6i thich nhin nu cwdi cla anh kinh
khang. N&m tay toi di ra ven b& séng, anh cui xuéng hit mot
cai trén téc cla t6i, sao ma dang yéu thé, nhung t6i chwa
biét cach...thé hién lai thé nao.

Ong gia dang ngdi mai mé viét, thay t6i va Ryan 6ng khwng
lai mot luc, rdi lai dwa tay Ién ngwe: "Oh wow, what a pretty
boy lovely, no wonder he takes this beautiful girl" (O, mét
anh chang dep trai, khdng ngac nhién gi anh ta di cung co
gai xinh dep kia). Ho bét tay nhau, 6ng gia gat gu. "To be
honest, i haven't seen that many beautiful men in my life"
(N6i that, ca doi téi chwa bao gid gap anh chang nao dep
trai dén thé!). Téi budn cudi cach dung tir cta éng, hinh
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nhw 6ng khdng thich dung tr handsome. Nguwoi dan 6ng
clua t6i phai la handsome chir. "But you've seen many
beautiful girls like me?" (Vay 6ng cé gap cb gai nao xinh
nhw chau chwa?) "Oh no, you, it's Never" (C), chwa bao
gi®). Puoc thé Ryan chém vao: "She has painful eyes and
she hurt me". Vui vui, t6i mudn hét 1én mot ti nhwng thai,
hihi. Tw nhién phut gidy ay téi thdy ho nhw...bd va anh trai
t6i vay!

Di trén xe, dai radio ciia Ryan bat dén bai 100 years cla
Five for fighting, t6i ngdi hat theo, anh ciing hét theo, thé 1a
hai ngwoi vira hat vira cwoi. Anh bao téi sao bai gi cling
thudc dwoc thé? "Would you sing for me?" (Em cé thé hat
tang anh khong?) "i will, but i'm shy" (M6t luc nao dé nhwng
em ngai I&m). "You're shy to even me?" (Em ngai ca voi
anh w?). "I'm shy to anyone but myself" (V&i tdt c& moi
nguoi trlr em). "I want you to be shy to anyone but yourself
and me!" (Anh mudn em ngai v&i tat ca trir anh va em).

Anh néi sé dan toi toi gap ban nhac cua anh, ho rat to mo
vé tdi va hém nay 1a budi tap nhac cta ho, ho mudn t6i t&i
choi, ho mudn biét cd gai da lam chang Ryan dep trai cla
ho mé4t &n mat ngli mét thdi gian 1a ¢6 gai nhw thé nao vay.
Toi thich dién 1én dweorc, vi toi thich xem tap nhac, lai c6 hy
vong sé duwoc xem Ryan danh dan. Hét 1én sung swong,
nga that manh ra dang sau réi ra vé...mo mang. Ryan cuoi
day sang khoai va thét I&én: "You are so lovely". Luc dé toi
ciing thay minh that 1a...lovely.

"You're gonna sing something there OK? Would you dare?"
(Em sé& hat chr? Em c6 ngai khéng?). Ryan "dé nghi". Tha
thwe t6i cha thudc bai gi cho hét va ciing khéng phai la tw
tin. T6i ldc dau quay quay. "Why don't you sing instead?"
(Sao anh khéng hat thay em?). "l already did, but for you i
will again" (C6 chtr, va hat cho ca em nira).

Ban nhac tap trong phong...thé thao ctia mot ngdi trvong
bén Queens, co6 |1é hoc sinh nghi nén ho mwon cho nay lam
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ché tap tanh. Ban nhac ¢6 5 ngudi néu tinh cd Ryan, mét
bass, mot drum, mot keyboard, hai guitarists va ai cling cé
thé hat. Luc bwdc vao t6i nghe thdy moét ban tinh ca tiéng
Tay Ban Nha. H6m nay khéng chi cé mbdi may nguwdi ma
con co ca méy cd gai Tay Ban Nha nira. Vira thay t6i va
Ryan da co6 tiéng huyt sao va Vay goi. Tleng trong nay hoi
vang vong nhwng thé maoi la...san khau. M4y cb gai nhin
thdy Ryan la hét am 1én rdi. "Hey Ryan, hey Ryan" réi héi
t&i tAp: "Are you his girl friend??huh huh?" (C6 la ban gai
anh 4y phai khéng?) . "This is Ha Kin, my beautiful lady,
she's Vietnamese" (Cé gai xinh dep nay 1a Ha Kin, cb 8y la
ngwoi Viét Nam). "Oh, wow, Vietnamese, nice to meet you!"
(O, ngudi Viét Nam, rat vui dwoc gap ¢d). Va ho gidi thiéu
cho t6i trng thanh vién. Ryan rdi tay t6i va cam lay guitar.
Téi héi hop! Nhac ndi 1én va theo dé nghi t6i dwoc nghe vai
ban nhac Tay Ban Nha, hay khong thé td. M4y c6 gai ru
lén, dwoc biét ho déu 1a chi em va ban géi ctia may chd
trong ban nhac. Téi chot nhé ra sao Ryan khéng dan em
gai minh t&i day, co 1é do chd téi di chang?

Thé r6i, dang say swa v&i am nhac thi bat ng® mét nhan
vat xuét hién!
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Phan 14

Nhan vat maéi xuét hién la mot c6 gai! Khdng xa la gi khi
thinh thoang t6i van nhac tén, d6 chinh la cb trg ly
GARBRIEL!

C6 nang xuat hién & day da dé thay cé ta cling than thiét
v&i Ryan va ban nhac thé ndo. Téi nhin théy la hoi kho chiu
roi, khong phai vi ghen tirc, ma vi co ta da im di giay nhan
cua toi, chang nhé nhay ra hoi cho ba mat moét 16i? Co ta
quen ca may c6 gai Tay Ban Nha kia nira, may anh chang
trong ban nhac ciing nhay mat mim cuwoi. Thé rdi cd ta nhin
téi: "Oh, are you the girl who the other day came to my
father's office??" (O, c6 phai cb la ngwdi cach day it lau
dén phong nha cua bd toi khong?). Mot nang Spanlsh ra
lén: "She's Ryan's girl friend" (C6 ay la ban gai cua Ryan).
"WHAT?" Giong Gar thét I&n diy mia mai, rbi doan quay ra
nhin Ryan: "You have no girl friend Ryan, i am your only girl
friend, Ryan!!!“ (Anh khéng c6 ban gai, Ryan, em la ban gai
duy nhét cta anh!). Téi thay kho chiu, day khong phai la
dua cot ma 1a ghen tudng that rdi. Ryan bé dan ra rdi noi:
"Calm down, how did you get here?" (Binh tinh nao, em
dén day cé viéc gi thé?). "Duh, you think i don't know what
you are doing?" (Anh nghi la em khéng biét anh dang lam
gi a?". Moi nguoi tw nhién I&ng im vi thai dé rat ddi kho
chiu cta cb tro ly. Ryan té ra xau hd hay cdm thay cé 16i
véi toi: "She's joking Kin, i'm not her boyfriend!!" (Cé 4y dua
thdi Kin a, anh khéng phai ban trai co ay!).

M4y anh chang & ban nhac sau khi dirng lai xem tran chién
nho nhd lién hét 1én at di, anh Hugo danh tréng bum bup,
vira danh vira hat c&r nhw khéng c6 chuyén gi xay ra lam
cd nang c&* drng ham ham, rdi nhin Ryan lac dau ra vé vo
cung gian div. Luc d6 téi khdng biét phan (rng ra sao, chi
lang im. Roi t6i n6i dé& "ha nhiét", d& phong nang lao t&i
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danh téi: "Hey Garbriel, we've just known eachother for
somedays, calm down, you can take your Ryan home later"
(Garbriel, chung t6i m&i chi biét nhau vai hém, binh tinh di,
c6 c6 thé dwa Ryan vé nha". "Oh yeah, good, if that so, you
can leave now!" (Hay d4y, néu thé thi c6 cé thé di bay gio
rdi day) Ryan di thang xudng: "What the hell is wrong with
you Gar? Leave her alone, you know there's nothing
between us" (Cé chuyé&n quai quy gi v&i em thé ha Gar? bé
co6 4y yén, em biét |4 gitra ching ta khéng cé chuyén gi
ma)". Roi khédng néi thém cau nao niva Ryan 16i Gar xénh
xéch ra khéi phong thé thao. May nang Spanish ¢ nhin
nhau cwi, roi lai nhin t6i ra chiéu théng cam, téi nhan vai.
Thich qua, lan dau tién dwoc...danh ghen!

C6 vé nhw ho céi co v&i nhau mét hoi ngoai do. Pung 1a
cam giac cla t6i khéng c6 sai, rd 1a ho ¢ mbi quan hé gi.
To6i hoi cd6 nang Spanish dirng canh: "She's his girl friend?"
(C6 ta la ban gai cua Ryan a?) "l don't know, i've seen her
several times going here with Ryan, they don't seem to be a
couple, you are more like his girl friend than her" (T6i khong
biét, c6 nhin thay cé 4y di voi Ryan vai lan, nhung ho tréng
khéng cé vé 1a mot cdp, co gidbng ban gai cia anh 4y hon).
C& nhw la mét 1&i an Ui vay, t6i bum miéng cwoi nhwng
thyee long clng hoi run run vi téi chwa bao gio gap hdan
canh nhw vay. "We'd love to make her mad, haha" (Chung
t6i thich lam cé &y ndi dién 1&n). "Damn, she's so jealousy,
that's scary" (C6 4y ghen tudng that dang so) - T6i thét ra.
Mot c¢d khac nhin tdi cdnh bao: "Yeah, be carefull!!" (Can
than day!).

Ban nhac nghi mét lic, con dbi kia mat tam tich, khéng hiéu
di dau. M3y anh cGa ban nhac xudng néi chuyén v&i toi.
Mot anh ra hdi han: "You're scared? Don't be scared! She's
nice sometimes, haha, you'll get more once you are Ryan's
girlfriend, Garbriel is not the only one, haha" (C6 so phai
khéng? Birng so, thi thodng Gar ciing dé thwong, cd con
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gdp nhiéu chuyén nhw vay khi 1a ban gai cla Ryan, Gar
khéng phai 1a duy nhat dau). Nghe da thay run roi, mot
nang Garbriel théi chlr thém vai nang niva thi chéc t6i vé
Viét Nam luén cho nhanh.

Cudi cung Ryan quay tr& lai. Anh cdm chai nuéc tu 13y tu
dé, rbéi nhin t6i, xem phan (ng cla tdi ra sao. TOi
cling...binh thwérng thdi. Néu ho ¢6 1a yéu nhau thi tai ciling
cha xen vao dwoc. Nhung t6i mudn biét vé mdi quan hé
nay.

6h kém, chung toi ra vé, t6i bdo Ryan c6 ban gi khong, cd
mudn ra cho Tau &n quan an Viét khéng. T6i muodn gidi
thiéu vai mon an Viét cho Ryan. Ryan dong y.

Xe phéng sang Manhattan vé downtown. "I'm sorry, so
much sorry, i don't know how she got to the rehearsal, she's
mad" (Anh xin 16i, thwc s xin 16i, khdng hiéu sao c6 ta lai
lam loan 1&n nhw thé, cd ta dién réi). Ryan bat dau phan
tran. "No, its OK, if she's your girlfriend, i mean..." (Khéng
sao, néu cb 4y 1a ban gai anh, em cho 1a...) "No, i don't love
her and she has never been my girlfriend!!" (Khéng, anh
khéng yéu cb ta va cb ta chwa bao gi¢ la ban gai anh ca).
"It seems like she's madly in love with you" (C6 vé c6 ta yéu
anh dién cubng). "She's crazy, listen to me, ignore her,
totally clear her out of your mind, i'll promise not to let her to
come near you" (Co ta dién roi, nghe anh, mac ké coé ta di,
anh hira s& khéng dé cb ta lai gan em nira). T6i cwdi: "Uh
huh, haha, you're gonna meet her at work tomorrow, don't
you?" (Uhm, mai anh lai phai gdp c6 ta & chd lam phai
khong?). "All set!l By the way, i'm going quit the place
soon!" (Anh sé& s&m di khdi day!). Ryan tra |&i binh tinh roi
nhin t6i nhay mat! Ty nhién t6i khéng biét minh cé 16i gi
khéng nira.

Chung toi t&i quan an, 6ng chl quan an nhin thiy t6i mai
t&i ngay hém qua lién chay ra chao niém né& (chac vi toi la
ban cla Billy va Cheryl kia). Ca quan ngoai lai nhin t6i va
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Ryan, may nang ngwoi Hoa ngdi & goc xi xao vé chang
Ryan cua toi. Ong chu quan cling phai ghé tai t0i thét 1én:
"Trvi, dep trai d& so ha!ll" réi "Nguwoi nwédec ndo dzay?" "Ah,
lai tap a" t6i trd 1&i ngan gon cho ho d& hdi nhiéu. Va lai &n
udng vui v&, t6i cling nhanh chéng quén di ¢ Garbriel dang
so kia, vira an vira tw hao vi la tdm diém chud y cla ca quan
an. Ryan ké cho t6i nghe vé gia dinh, t6i t6 y mudn gap co
em gai, Ryan b&o khi nao cé dip sé dan em gai t&i choi voi
toil.

R6i lai ra vé, hém nay Ryan c6 phan hoi budn vi chuyén
mé&i xay ra, it nhiéu cling hoi "mat mat" voi téi. Téi mudn
chi cho Ryan xem ctra hang spa t6i lam ciing ¢ cho Tau.
Ryan lai xe qua, va khi gan t&i noi, t0i bat gap mot chuyén
day thac mac..
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Phan 15

Téi thay Billy va ba chi Mei Chow !!!

Xe cla Billy, anh chd, dang dé bén dwéng, Billy ngdi trong.
Ba chd Mei Chow di ra tir tiém thubc, mat mii hon hé. Néu
thé thi cha co gi thdc méac. Nhwng t6i nhin thdy hon ca thé.
Ba chl chui vao trong xe, kéo 1y anh chd...hén chut mét
cai, rdi hai ngudi mat sat mat néi chuyén véi nhau réat tinh
tir. Chinh vi vay nén ho khong thay xe t6i va Ryan di qua,
t6i con ngoai lay ngoai d& xem lai cho chac, nhwng ciing
giuc Ryan di nhanh khai chiéc xe d6 kéo ho nhin thay t6i thi
cling khéng tién 1d&m. Ryan hdi tdi rang t6i quen ho sao, t6i
noi rdng mot 1a édng cha tiém nail, mét 1a ba chu tiém spa.
Nhwng sw that a luc doé téi cling rung ca minh, bdi vi ba
Mei Chow tuy réng c6 dep nhuwng la....dep l&o rui, lai cap ké
v&i anh chi cé hon 30 tudi. Ma hon niva la, méi quan hé
cua anh nay v&i cd gai xinh dep Sheryl Chow thi sao? Yéu
ca me lan con a? Pirng ndi la ...yéu ca t6i nira nhé. Ty
nhién thay ron ron. Bung la céi...chén nay 1dm diéu ky la!

Xe di qua tiém spa, t6i chi qua cho Ryan thay théi, cling
khéng muébn & lai lau vi c thdy s& so cai doi kia thé nao
doé. T6i hdi Ryan xem anh ¢ vira thdy canh cai déi gia gia
trong xe hén nhau khéng? Ryan néi rang anh khéng dé .
"What do you think of a 60 years old woman falling in love
with a over 30 years old man?" (Anh nghi sao néu mét ba
gia 60 tudi yéu mot ngwdi dan éng hon 30 tudi?). Ryan pha
Ién cwdi, "Is that so? Love is ageless, Kin" (Cé chuyén dé
sao? Tinh y&u khéng gidi han tudi t&c ma Kin). "Yes,
ageless so you can fall in love with anyone!" (Vang, khdng
gi¢i han tudi tac vi thé anh c6 thé yéu bét ky ai). Toi "két
luan" d4y mia mai. Ké ra thi, ho y&u nhau ciing khéng c6
sao, nhwng néu yéu ca cd con gai niva thi toi t& qua. Toi
qué dbi td mo di, anh chd cla t6i phirc tap hon t6i twdng
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nhiéu!!! Ryan chém vao: "And since they are both rich, they
can double their wealth with their love, age means nothing
here, you think so too?" (V& vi ho cung giau cé, ho c6 thé
nhan ddi cia cai vdi tinh yéu, tudi tac luc nay khéng co y
nghia gi cd, em c6 nghi thé khéng?).

Ryan ké rang anh rat thich bién. Ngay trwéc bé anh 1am hai
quan di vién x& khap noi va 6ng hay k& cho anh nghe vé
nhirng hon dao 6ng t&i. Toi hdi anh co thich ngon hai dang
khéng? B&i noi téi sdng trén ddo c6 mot ngon hai dang ci
rat dep. Khi nao trdi sang va nang rao toi sé rd anh di bo vé
cudi dao choi. Mat Ryan sang rwc 1én, anh néi minh thich di
bién hon la hoc Y.

Ryan hai téi cé thich xem phim khéng? Anh mubdn ra t6i di
xem phim. Téi biét anh 1a tuyp ngu®i rat ban ron, cé vé anh
dang cb gang d& dwa don t6i di choi. Hodc anh dang cb
gang "bu dap" cho nhirng gi xay ra. Téi néi rang dirng lo,
t6i khéng budn vi chuyén bubi chiéu, va tat nhién ddng y di
xem phim, b4t c& luc nao anh rdi rai. Chung téi néi chuyén
kha nhiéu. Téi nhan ra Ryan la mét nguwdi dan éng sbng rat
tinh cdm cho du déi luc anh ciing khién t6i hoi giat minh
néu khéng cwdi vi tréng...lanh qua, va cé vé hoi khé gan.
Cé |& do ngoai hinh, chac han khi nhin thdy mét nguwdi dan
éng dep & ngoai doi, ta cling thdy phan I&n la ho toat ra
vé...kho gan. Téi cdm nhan vay!

Xe vé& dén nha, Ryan hdi téi: "You're not ready for a kiss
right?" (Em van chwa san sang cho mét nu hén sao?). Toi
dd c& mat, va noi rang anh cé thé hén toi...Ien ma. Chirng
nao t6i con chwa rd mdi quan hé cha anh vai ¢d tro ly hay
la...cO nao khac thi chi thé thoéi! "OK, i'll do it, but your lip is
my desire" (Ok, nhwng déi moi kia m&i la noi anh khao
khat!), Ryan nhay mat. Ryan khéng hén 1én ma ma can nhe
va tai t6i khién t6i néng ca nguwoi (t6i thich hanh dong nay
hon c& hén), rdi hit hit mai téc. Hanh déng quen thudc
Ryan da ludn lam ké to ngay t6i gap anh.
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Tré vé nha, cam thay hoi...hoan hon. Mot ngay thu hoach
dang ké nhirng sy kién kha hay ho. TGi tw nhu: "Bén tudi
cudc song noé phai phirc tap thé".

Pung thé, dém day kho ngu that, toan suy nghi vé Ryan, vé
anh chu, ba chad, nang Garbriel va nang Shery Chow, va ca
éng gia viét tiéu thuyét nira. Ngay mai di lam, cé ca ta diéu
thdc mac vé anh chd, nhung té nhj théi.

Khéng ngu duwgc nén téi t¢i tiém nail sém. Anh chd ngac
nhién khi thay td6i dén sdm, hém nay cé lam cung ciing da
di 1am, t6i thdy d& ngdt ngat hon khi phai chi cé minh téi va
anh chd. Cha hiéu sao hém nay téi nhin mé&t anh chd cw
thay nét...déu déu. Toi hdi: "Sao bira cé ban em goi t&i hoi
em anh khéng dwa may cho em?". "Ua, la hdi em ha? Ma
hdi nao vay? ". "Hém no day, thi bay day, anh &y tén la
Ryan, sao anh khéng dwa may cho em?" "Ua, anh khéng
thdy cé néi ma, anh chi thay cé héi khach va c6 Lyn (1a co
lam cung) théi ma cwng?". Mat anh nay chdi nhw that, xao
qua di. Théi t6i cha trach nira, t6i ddn Ryan goi vé nha,
dang ndo ban ngay t6i ciing cha di dau dwoc. Nhwng thay
c6 gi d6 that vong va dbé vo!

C6 18 Billy cling hiéu 1a minh da lam sai. Anh diu giong va
hdi han t6i rang tdi da c6 ban trai rdi sao. Téi noi rang toi
chang c6 ai ca, t6i khong thich cé ban trai. Billy cudi, toi bat
dau thay ngai ngai cai chén nay. Va hém day chang toi noi
chuyén v&i nhau it hon, Billy rat hay nhin thai dé cla toi, téi
vo khéng dé y. Thi hai ciing it khach, tdi hay ra ngoai choi
cho dé tho'!

Téi cling dé y, Billy hay c6 dién thoai bang tiéng Hoa, giong
noi rat truyén cadm, dich thj l1a néi véi...gai, 1a Sheryl hay ba
Mei day? Toi khéng hiéu 1dm méi quan hé cla ho niva. Billy
thdy dwong nhw thay t6i thdc méc vé gia dinh cia Sheryl.
Anh néi rang gia dinh cia ba Chow |a gia dinh quy toc rat
danh tiéng tlr thi Man Thanh. Ba cia Mei Chow la mot
Cach Cach gi do t6i khdong nhé nira. Sau nay di tan sang
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Anh, My va Hong Kong hét. Sheryl sinh tai Hong Kong
nhwng em gai sinh tai My. "Sheryl xinh that day nhi, tréng
dang ca 2 me con rat quy phai", t&i néi. "O, nhé em mé&i
xinh né, khi nao em gap nha!". Hrm, lai em nira!!!

Mot ngay thir hai khong vui vé cho lam, Billy ciing budn
budn, chac do t6i khéng vui.

Lai toi thir ba, t6i xudng spa. Lan nay t6i cling nhin ba chi
thay...khang khac, khac thé nao thi...kho ta!

Co gai nguoi Viet hdm nay ctr tiu tit, hoi toi Valentine c6 gi
vui khong? Toi ndi vui ldm. "Ahh, xao ghé, thé ma néi la
chwa co bd". HO6m nay c6 gai nay ve s&m vi c6 viéc. Téi 5h
mai vé. Va, xubng bén xe dién ngdm, nhan vat tiép theo lai
xuat hién, nhay thang dén trudc mat tdi. Nguoi nay la mot
ngwdi ma sau nay vé Viét Nam, duwoc ddng ban bé cla toi
biét t&i nhat, va mot sd nguoi da dwoc dién kién, mot vo
boc hoan hao cho t6i sau nay, lai la ai day???
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Phan 16

D6 Ia mét ngwdi dan 6ng tén la Ronie. M6t chang trai lai
Viét Nam va...Tay Ban Nha (ctia chau Au ch khéng phai 1a
chau MY). Anh ta la ban trai ctia c6 gai Viét Nam & tiém spa
(quén chwa gidi thiéu cd gai do tén la Huyén, tén tiéng Anh
la Helen) ma t6i da ké phan gan dau cau chuyén.

Mot anh chang rat dep trai nhung nhé con. Anh ta di tdi va
td y muon lam quen va noi chuyén v&i toi. Va viéc dau tién
la t6i nhin quanh xem cé c6 nang ngudi Viét kia & dé hay
khong, that ngac nhién la ho khdng di cung nhau. Ronie ndi
bang cai giong mét vung nao do )c’r mién Nam rat khé nghe.
Cing phai mét luc t6i méi hieu dwoc Ronie dang noi
chuyén gi véi toi.

- Anh 1a Ronie, anh coi thdy em dam ba lan & tiém spa réi,
em la Ha Kin dung héng?

- Vang, anh la ban trai cia Helen a? Sao hai ngwoi khéng
di v&i nhau vay?

- Cb Ay vé trwdce réi, anh qua day co viéc tinh c& lam quen
v&i em ludn.

- Da, c6 gi dau a, sao lai mudn lam quen a?

- Vi anh tréng em rat hay, an twong tiv 1an dau nhin thay &
tiém spa dé. Anh dy dinh phai néi chuyén véi em mot lan.
T6i khong thodi mai cho 1am vi t6i khéng thich lang nhang
day dwa voi co gai kia, va mac du cling quen vai viéc dwoc
lam quen nhw vay nhwng cha hiéu sao t6i thay hoi ngai. Vi
thwdng nhuw vay la ngudi ta co y véi minh.

Ronie c6 mot d6i mat mau nau nhat rat dep, miéng nho va
mot ngoai hinh cwc ky khé doan tudi. Téi nght anh chirng
chac 26 gi d6. S& di néi Ronie dwgc nhieu nguwdi biét téi vi
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sau nay vé Viét Nam, day 1a nhan vat duy nhat duwoc toi néi
t&i va vi mot sé ban bé t6i & Hoc vién da dwoc gap khi
sang New York thi Luat (va dwoc cac ban khen dep trai nirc
n®), va cling la nhan vat sau nay & bén téi nhiéu nhat!
Ronie néi rang may lan dinh "rinh" t6i & bén tau dé noi
chuy&n nhwng vi t6i déu di rat nhanh va vi Ronie hay phai
di v&i Helen. T6i khoéng t6 ra man ma cho 1am va tra Ioi
nhat girng. T6i cling khdng mubn Ronie sé di cung véi toi
t&i bén vi anh chang nay sé& bam theo t6i t¢i tan nha cho
ma xem. K& ma c¢6 ai nhin thay chung t6i di v&i nhau ma téi
tai Helen thi khong hay chat nao. Manhattan naéi riéng va ca
New York city néi chung dwong nhw kha nho bé vi con
nguwoi rat hay cham mat nhau. Cé ngay mét lan t6i di 3 1an
déu gép mét nguo & trén cung toa tau dién ngam. Va tham
chi cd may nguwdi homeless (v6 gia cw) quen thudc cling
dwoc gap di gap lai khap noi. Vay nén |6 may ban téi New
York ma bj tiéng sét ai tinh gibng nhu tinh canh trong bai
hat "You are beautiful" cia James Blunt hay la nhuw t6i...v&i
Ryan thi cling khdéng phai la vé vong khi di tim nguwoi dau
nhé!

Ronie nang nac xin téi sé dién thoai nha. Puwoc biét Ronie
dang lam & mét tiém nail trén phd Harlem, chu tiém & me
cta Helen, me cta Helen r4t mudn hai nguoi thanh déi dé
sau nay Ronie sé thay mat "me vo" quan tiém, va nghe noi
Ronie ciing 1a mét tho lanh nghé va dwoc rat nhiéu khach
hang ni thich (thi nhin chang ciing lung linh ra phét day
ma). Tai hdi khi ndo thi hai ngudi cwdi, Ronie ndi rang anh
ta 1& mét ngwdi thich bay nhay va khéng san sang cho cuéc
sbng gia dinh. Ronie mé&i chi dén New York dwoc 2 nam,
thoi gian trwdc dé anh ta lam nail & Florida, lam con nubi
cua 6ng ba chu tiém dwdi dé, nhwng thich bay nhay nén di
lung tung, c6 thé anh ta sé lai chuyén di bang khac mot thoi
gian nira. Nhwng bd me cta Helen c6 vé dung chiéu con
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gai dé gil Ronie lai. Ronie cam thay réat khé x&. Day, dai
loai bat dau dwoc nghe trat nhw thé day.

Qua noi chuyén cling du biét day ciing 1a mét con ngudi
kha dao hoa, tinh tinh phéng khoang, cé tai (Ia ca cirng cua
tiém nail ma), nhwng cé vé hiéu biét vé Viét Nam va...xa hoi
hoi cé han. Ronie c6 may cau héi cwc ky ngay tho kiéu: "0
nha em c6 thdy may ga Viét kiéu hay ding trwdc cbng
trwdng dai hoc sdn ghe khéng?". Ronie ciing nghi rang toi
ngady tho 1&m, chac hdn anh chang nay khéng biét rang
hiéu biét vé New York anh ta chdng bang mét phan méy t6i.
Toém lai la téi khéng ¢6 cam tinh cho 1&m. Tdi cho Ronie sb
dién thoai tiém nail cta Billy. K& déi luc buén ngl qua anh
ta goi dén cho tdi tinh ngl va tréu tire Billy cling 1a mot diéu
hay. Ronie néi nhiéu va da phan téi phai canh giac trwdc
nhirng gi ctia anh ta do hdi. Téi thdc méc Ronie bao nhiéu
tudi, t6i nhin anh ta khéng t&i 26 tudi. Ronie cu®i dac chi
va khdng nai gi.

Toi da phai di qua khu dao dé Ronie khong biét thuc sy toi
& khu vwc nao. Téi gid v& 18n mdt phd kha xa dao mét
doan, doi Ronie di khuét tdi sé bat thu di nguoc lai, that 1a
mét cong nhwng khéng cé cach nao khac. Ronie doi dwa toi
vé tan nha nhuwng t6i bao dugc réi vi tdi con di xe bus nira.
Anh ta cling blet y va ndi hen gap toi. Trwdc khi chia tay
con bao t6i néu mubn wax 16ng may ra tién thi t¢i chd anh
ta lam rat dong khach! Diéu nay khién t6i suy nghi, vi khdng
phai la t6i cAn khach, ma vi t6i bat dau so thai do cua Billy
va dén mot Iic nao dé co thé tdi sé phaira di.

Téi vé va mudn goi dién cho Ryan nhuwng s cta Ryan chi
c6 voice message, goi lién tuc ma khéng dworc, t6i dé rang
c6 thé Ryan dang & mot noi séng yéu hodc dang di tau
dién ngadm, hodc tat may. Téi cr thay chan chan.

Thé roi 11h, dang xem Friends thi c6 dién thoai. T6i nhac

voi. That tiec, do la Billy. Billy hoi téi lam gi va da an uong

chwa, sao khéng di choi. Chuyén nhat nhw nwéc 6c va
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chan chan. Billy lai bao mai dan t6i di an nhé, t6i lai ngai
ngai. Billy néi, ngdy mai sé& dan t6i di gap em gai cua
Sheryl. Cudi cung, vi sw td mo va vi vé dep dwoc qua miéu
td ma téi ddng y di, va Billy lai &n dinh an tbi, rdi co thé di
xem phim. Cau n6i nay lam t6i nh¢ t¢i Ryan. Sao hédm nay
Ryan khéng goi cho tdi nhi? Va t6i cling khéng hiéu Billy va
cO bé kia sé co thai dé thé nao. Ho toan 1a nhirng ngudi ky
la, tdi nght thé!

Lai mot ngay budn té tréi qua. T6i va Billy it néi chuyén véi
nhau hon, t6i khdéng biét cd phai téi dang cwdng diéu héa
thai do cua t6i Ién khdng, vi thyc ra da cé chuyén gi xay ra
dau va Billy cling dau biét t6i da nhin thay gi nén anh ta
cling 8 ra kho hiéu.

Budi chiéu, Billy néi rdng cd bé sé t¢i day va ba chang toi
sé di v&i nhau. C6 bé dang thuc tap gi dé & khu vwc nay,
dang hoc mét trworng Art and Design ndi tiéng ciia cong ty
thoi trang New York.

Va t6i da dwoc gap "cd bé" dy. Mot c¢d gai ma vira budc
vao tdi da giat minh vi...xinh dep. Kiéu xinh dep cuc ky wa
nhin va cwc ky quy phai. Ba khach t6i dang quét son tay
vira ngodi nhin thdy ma cr ha héc mém nhin, t6i thay ghen
ti vi binh thworng ba 4y van khen t6i xinh, nhwng gi® thi toi
khéng 1a dbi thi. C6 gai &y co mét cai tén rat dé thwong :
Lavender - Hoa 0di hwong. Nghe chirng tén tiéng Trung
cling chinh Ia Hoa Oai Hwong. Pwoc goi ngan gon la Lave.
Lave c6 mot lan da trdng min tuyét dep, mai téc den va dai
ong, 16ng mi dai cong vut va mét cai miéng cwc duyén, co
hai lum dbng xu nhd xiu, mdt chiéc mii thdng dai nhwng
hoi héch bén canh mdi, va mét cai khuyén mdi nhd xiu rat
dang yéu. Kiéu xinh rat duyén ma ngudi ta ngdm mai
khéng chan. Néu cd chj Sheryl xinh 6 thi Lave phai xinh 10.
Va noi that rdng do 1a ¢b gai chau A dau tién trong cudc doi
ma t6i thiy xinh t&i nhw vay, ké ca dién vién Hong Kong
cling phai xach Mercedes chay theo dai. Lave con kha cao
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nita, mac mot chiéc ao choang trdng cé mi va doéi bot
trdng, cao hon ca Billy, phai trén 1m7. Téi d6 rang Lave con
c6 thé la ngwdi mau niva. C6 gai xinh dep qua lam t6i da
thdy ngai khéng dam di bén canh roi.

Lave rat than thién khién t6i thdy dé& gan hon, va rat hay
cwdi, con hay cwdi hon ca toi. Billy ghé tai t6i: "Nho dep
héng?". Téi phai thét 18n: "Qué dep!". Co gai dep va mét cai
tén cling dep. Mot ngwdi thé nay thi bao chang trai phai vay
quanh day?

HO6m nay ba chung téi sé di an & quan an Nhat trén Times
Square. Lave néi bang mét thi tiéng Anh kha chuén vi sinh
ra & day. Lave dang hoc lam designer, tinh tinh tréng vay
ma kha tré con so v&i vé bé ngodai qua hoanh trang nhw
vay. Duwéng nhw Lave rat thich t6i, chwa gi da hva dan t6i
di xem chd nay ché kia, show thi trang nay no. Trong cudc
noi chuyén cla Lave véi Billy hay nhac téi mét ngudi nao
do tén la Josh, co thé 1a ban trai cha Lave. Vi thay Billy hoi
hém nay hai nguwoi da gap nhau chwa?

Chung t6i di &n, Lave ndi rat nhiéu. Cé gai xinh dep nén luc
nang dao chan trén phé ca gia 1an tré trai gai déu ngdai lai
nhin, con huyt sdo nira. Tw nhién thay minh thap bé va xau
xi & bén canh. Nhwng ma ca t6i va Lave déu gay sw cha y
khuing khiép va Billy xem chirng kha tw hao vé diéu do.

Va dé la hoan canh t6i lam quen véi hai con ngudi, hai con
nguwdi sé tao cho cac ban cuwc ky nhiéu bat ngd & nhirng
phan sau clia cau chuyén. D3c biét Lavender - ¢ gai mang
tén Hoa Oai Hwong, nhitng chuyén da xay ra véi co, gia
dinh, séc dep, tinh yéu...co thé viét thanh mot kich ban
phim thé loai bi kich tuyét hay! Téi s& danh mét phan tw
truyén cGia minh dé néi vé nhan vat xinh dep nay!

79



Phan 17

Lave ndi rat nhiéu nhwng c¢ moét lat lai xi mat xubng va
phung phiu véi Billy bang tiéng Quang. Duwéi anh dén cai
khuyén mii cta Lave anh Ién xinh oi la xinh, va né khién
sau nay t6i v& bj am anh. Lave lat lai ngé dién thoai y
chirng chéd xem c¢6 ai goi dién hay khéng. Tai chot nght néu
minh cé mét cai cell chac cling dang mong ngdéng cho®
dwoc Ryan goi dién nhw vay. Chang Josh ndo ma may man
thé nhi, dwoc s& hiru mdt cé gai nhw thé nay chac ciing
chéng phai dé dang gi.

Téi ngdi ngdm Lave mét luc, rdi cling bat dau hoat khau, vi
tinh t6i to mo, khéng hoi chuyén khong dwoc. Trudc tién la
téi khen, vira khen vira ngam, Lave rat thich thu, nang
ngodi bén phai, roi lai bén trai cho téi ngdm va cam on roi
rit. Dong thdi khdng quén...khen lai t6i la xinh va dac biét
khoéng kém, lam t6i cling phdng ca miii.

- | bet you have a dozen of boy friends! (Téi ca la c6 co ca
ta ban trai)

- You think? Everybody says so, but i'm in love with just
one. i mean, sometimes your heart is stirred by lot of cool
guys out there but then you are back to the one you love,
that's me, i like lot of guys but i love only one and... (Chi
nghi thé w? Moi nguoi cling néi vy nhwng em dang yéu
mot nguwoi. Thi thoang chung ta cling bi xao dong bai
nhirng anh chang dé thwong nhung réi cudi cung ta van tré
vé v6&i tinh yéu cGa minh, em ciing thé, em ciing thich
nhiéu anh chang nhwng chi yéu mét ngudi théi...)

- (Ngét |&i) Your boyfriend is handsome i think (T6i nghi ban
c6 rat dep trai)
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- Oh, he's f'kin gorgeous, the best man on earth, oh, haha,
oh, sorry... (O anh at rat tuyét voi, nguwdi dan 6ng tuyét
nhat trén the gioi...)

Toi phi cwdi vi kiéu néi chuyén vé tw cia Lave, rat 13
Amercan girl, va rat phong khoang. Chi thé ciing da hiéu
nang dang yéu ban trai minh thé nao. Thoéi thé 1a c6 thé loai
kha nang Billy dang cwa ndt c6 con gai xinh dep nha ngudi
ta roi.

- Are you living with your sister Sheryl? (Cé séng cuing chi
Sheryl a7?)

- You met her already? (Chi gap chi 4y rdi a?) Réi Lave
quay sang Billy tron mét: "You should let me meet her first,
are you taking this girl around all the time?" (Bang ra anh
phai d& em gap chi dy dau tién, hoa ra anh da dwa chij ay di
khap noi roi a?). Réi Lave quay lai t6i:

- | bet you have a boy friend too don't you? (Em ca la chi
cling c6 ban trai roi phai khéng?)

Cau héi nay cua Lave tw nhién khién toi thay hoi bubn
budn. Vi cdm giac t6i va Ryan t&i lic nay thwe sy khéng
dem lai cho t6i sw chdc chan, va lai tw nhién Billy im bat
ngdi ch& cau tra 16i cha toi 1am tdi quyét dinh tra 1o la:

- Nope, and i don't intend to get one here in New York, i
must be back to my country for college this summer. (Chua,
va t6i cling khdéng c6 y dinh c6 ban trai & New York, toi sé
phai quay lai qué hwong dé hoc dai hoc vao mua heé téi)

- What? You will be back, oh, that's a pity. You're gonna
stay here and work for my mother, that's better. i think you
have boy friend in Vietham, you're pretty too. (Chi sé phai
vé w, that dang tiéc. Chi nén & day va lam viéc cho me em,
thé t6t hon. Em nghi chac chi c6 ban trai & Viét Nam roi,
chi rat xinh)
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- Oh no, in Vietnam i'm not. (O khéng, & Viét Nam t6i khong
dwoc nhw thé dau)

- Really? (That sao?)

Va chung t6i cwdi am. Noi chuyén véi Lavender that thoai
mai. That hiém khi trong mot thdi gian khdng dai ma toi
dwoc gap nhiéu ngudi xinh dep téi nhw vay, téi coi do ciing
la mét sy may mén!

Va dién thoai réo, Lave ra 1én ngay va twoi tinh han, nang
hoi vu vo xem chang kia dang & dau, dang lam gi va nh&
nhung ra sao, nang dang di an, co mét c6 ban md&i xinh
dep, va clr thé ci thé. T6i lai phai quay sang noi chuyén
véi Billy. Téi héi bang tiéng Viét:

- Lave sbng v&i ai vay? Chi gai hay véi me?

- Nhd sbng v&i me, chac phai vé& soém vi Mei khéng thich
Lave vé mudn, blra khac xem phim vay.

- Anh va Sheryl thé nao?
- Sao em lai hdi thé?

- Théi an nhanh réi anh duwa Lave vé di, hém nay em ciing
mét khong htrng xem phim lam. Nhwng ma anh néi dung,
ban ay xinh qua, thé nay thi bao nhiéu ngwoi yéu nhi.

- Oh, nhé chung tinh 1dm, nhd chi yéu ban trai cia nhé théi.

Tbi gat gu té vé hdm md. Lave vira nghe dién thoai vira
cwdi va ay vao vai Billy c» nhw hiéu dwoc chang t6i dang
naoi gi.

Chung t6i an xong va ra vé, toi tw di vé bang tau vi nha cla
ba Mei ngwoc huwéng, Lave phai vé sém. H6m nay toi vui
va thdy dé chju hon nhiéu so vé&i hém di cung véi ba chi
Sheryl. Téi cling thdy cé cdm tinh hon véi Billy vi da gidi
thiéu cho t6i Lave, mét cd gai du c6é khéng choi dwec thi
dé...ngdm ciing dwgc. Va tw nhién t6i thdy minh "vi tha"
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hon, Billy cling dau dén néi dau, tat ca la cling chi la & mirc
t6i suy doéan théi. C cho la Billy va ba chd yéu nhau thi
cling nhv Ryan néi do, "love is ageless" (tinh yéu khéng
gi¢i han), con da c6 bang ching gi la Billy cap véi ca
Sheryl dau.

Tuy nhién, t6i thdy Lave tuy néi nhiéu va hay cwdi nhwng
thodng c6 nét gi dé u sau, co luc khudn mat xinh dep nhw
c6 thé khéc ngay dwoc. La téi cdm giac hay do ngudi dep
hay dem lai nhirng suy nghi cho ngw¢i khac nhw vay?

Téi tré vé trén chuyén tau F. Thay vui vui vi dwoc gap Lave,
nhwng lai thdy buén va hoi lo lo vé Ryan, chang hiéu sao
Ryan khéng goi cho t6i nhi. C6 lam gi hay di dau cling néi
cho t6i biét t6i khéi mong chr?

Gi6 hoi budt. Toéi da vé nha. Viéc dau tién, toi lai héi co ai
goi dién khéng? "Caé", thdng em tdi tra I&i, "C6 mét anh tén
la Ryan gi d&". Téi mrng quynh, thé ra 1a c6 goi sao. T6i
véi vang nhic may goi dién cho Ryan. Lai khdng nhac may.
M6t e sau t6i goi lai, thay tiéng 6n ao, va bén kia la mot
giong...phu nir: "Ryan is not here" (Ryan khéng co day).
Roi dap bup mét phat. Téi hoi sirng s&. Hinh nhw la giong
cua Garbriel!

Va dién thoai lai réo lai!
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Phan 18

Téi ngai ngan khéng biét c6 nén cdm may 1én khéng, cha
biét 1a ai va c6 y dinh gi. Ma ciing chwa...hoan hén nira.
Nhwng dién thoai réo ac qua, tdi khdng nghe thi bé me t6i
ciing thadc méc ma nghe, thé con phién hon. Théi thi...nhAc!

- Hey, its me, Ryan, its Ryan. i tried to call you at home but
you've been out( Anh day, Ryan day, anh da goi dén nha
em subt nhwng em di vang).

(T6i tw nhién thay tirc dién 1én duoc!)

- Was that Garbriel picked up your phone? Where are you?
(Co phai Garbiel vira nghe dién thoai cia anh khong? Anh
dang & dau the?)

- I'm with my band, i called you to watch our show today but
couldn't contact, she's just took my phone, don't worry, my
friend took her out (Anh dang & ché ban nhac, anh goi dién
cho em dén xem bubi biéu dién cta bon anh hém nay
nhwng khéng goi duwoc, co éy chi gitra dién thoai hé anh
thdi, dirng lo, ban anh da dwa co 4y vé rbi).

- | had dinner with someone today so i missed your show,
too bad. Are you still performing? (Em cé hen di &n tbi nén
|& méat budi dién cha anh rbi, tiéc qua. Anh van dang biéu
dién a°?)

- We're on a break, listen, this place is pretty far, but i'll drop
by your place later a bit late, will you be able to see me?
(Bon anh dang nghi giai lao. chd nay hoi xa, nhwng mét lic
nira anh s& dén chd em nh, em c6 mudn gap anh khéng?)

- When would it be? (Khodng méy gi® ha anh?)
- Around 12? (Khoang 12h)
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- OK, call me when you are here! (Ok, goi dién cho em khi
anh dén nheé)

- All right honey, i miss you so much! (Buoc réi cwng, nho
em lam)

- I miss you too! (Em cling nh& anh)

Vay la mét ngay lo I&ng suy nghi da dwoc giai tda it nhiéu,
du sao ciing khéng té 1dm. Garbriel dung la c* hAm ham
thé ndo vay, thuc sy thai do nhw vay khién téi kho chiu 1am.
Ma sao c6 ta c* bam theo Ryan moi Iuc moi noi nhw thé
nhi?

Téi cling suy nghi vé viéc phai mua moét cai di dong. O day
cell kha ré, 50% la c6 thé mét tai khodn ctia mdt hang nao
do kém theo mét cai di ddng tdng kém kha xin ludn. Téat
nhién khéng c6é sim va chi dwgc dung trong nuwéc MY.
Nhwng thé thi t6i phai thwc sw di lam dé co tién. Téi lai nghi
t&i viec co thé t&i chd Ronie lam viéc.

12h 15 phat. Dién thoai nha réo. Téi nhac vdi vi so bd me
biét, ma biét chir vi né kéu am lén ma, bdé me tbi rat to mo
vi khéng hiéu tai sao gi® nay t6i con c6 ngudi goi, ma toi
cling dau phai quen nhiéu nguoi & day.

"I'm at the lobby, come down". (Anh dang & tién sanh roi,
em xubng di)

T6i xubng nha, Ryan dang ngoi trén ghé chd clia phong
lobby. Thay toi di ra tr thang may anh dung day ngay. Toi
rat mudn di t&i 6m Ryan va néi rang ca ngay hém qua va
hém nay t6i rat nhé anh. Nhwng t6i chwa kip lam thé thi
Ryan da...6m téi triwde: "i miss you so much" (Anh nhé em
qua). T6i thdy minh nhé xiu trong vong tay cla Ryan. Ryan
c6 mdt mui nwdc hoa rat dac biét, téi khong ré do la mui gi
nhwng né goi nén mot diéu gi dé cwe ky dan 6ng va &m ap.
Téi 6m lai anh, anh lai hit hit vao mai téc cua t6i. (Toi biét
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Ryan thich hit téc nén da kip thoi...xit mot it Este Lauder
vao do). Anh bao sao hdm nay téi thom thé.

Ong gac ctra da den rat quy mén t6i cv nhin toi cwdi tim
tim, 6ng ta té vé vui mirng va khéng co gi ngac nhién khi toi
c6 ban trai dep trai t&i nhw vay. Ryan héi t6i cé duwoc ra
ngoai xe cua anh lwgn mot vong quanh dao hay khéng? Toi
bao tai sao khong!

Chung t6i ra xe, Ryan qud tay béo t6i ngdi lai gan, noi rang
mudn dwoc nghe t6i hat, tdi cé bai hat gi hat dwoc khéng?
"A Vietnamese song, can you?" (M6t bai hat tiéng Viét
duwoc khdng?) Ty nhién t6i chang nghi ra bai gi dé& hat ca,
nhwng téi cat 1én hai cau hat ma t6i rat thich trong bai Chiéc
l& dau tién cha Tuan Khanh: "Sé&m thirc gidc chot nghe
mua déng, ra nwdc mat vi tay em gay". Téi gidi thich cau
hat dé cho Ryan nghe. Ryan bao Ryan cling dang (*a nu¢c
mat vi tay tdi gy day. Va anh nam lay tay téi, tay t6i nam
gon trong ban tay cta anh.

- How's your show today? (Budi dién hém nay cla anh thé
nao?)

- It's great. You should have a cell phone so i can call you.
How i wanted you to be there with me. (T6t th6i. Em nén co
mot chiéc di dong dé anh co thé goi cho em. Anh da rat
muon cé em & bén canh luc do)

- I'm thinking of buying one (Em dang nghi dén viéc sé& mua
mot cai)

- Hey, i'm sorry about Garbriel, she's crazy, she's been
bitchy these days. i'm trying to avoid her. (Anh xin 16i vé
viéc clia Garbiel, ¢ ta dién roi, anh dang hét sirc tranh c6
ta).

- Haha, you said you gonna quit the place, will you? (Anh
noi la sé r&i khdi dé ma?)
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- Well, from next week, i'll move to my teacher's office, he
has a dental office in Brooklyn. It's a pretty far from my
apartment but it's faster to go by train, just about 45
minutes, but it's OK. (U’ sang tuan sau, anh sé& chuyén dén
phong kham cua thay gido anh, 6ng 8y co phong nha tai
Brooklyn. Hoi xa ché anh & nhwng di xe dién ngam cling
nhanh, chi khoang 45 phut thoi, sé on thoi).

- Does Garbriel know? (Garbiel c6 biét khéng?)
- | don't know, may be, but she can't do anything anyway

(Anh khéng r8, c6 thé 1a c6 nhung cb ta chang thé lam
dwoc gi).

- You've known her for long? (Anh quen co6 ta lau chwa?)

- Her father is a professor at the university, she's in my
department (Bo c6 ay la gido sw & trwong dai hoc, cd ay
hoc cung trwdng v&i anh)

- She's going to your university too? AHHHH, i see. You still
see her at school anyway. (C6 au hoc cung treong véi anh,
a anh van gap cb ta & trwong nhi)

Va Ryan cu®i hoi budn buén.

Téi k& cho Ryan nghe hém nay téi da dwoc gap mot co gai
ngwoi Hoa cwc ky xinh dep va rat dang yéu, anh chu da
gidi thiéu cho t6i. Va dé la con gai thir hai ciia ba chu tiém
spa.

- "She seems to have so many beautiful daughters right?"
(Ba ta c6 nhirng c6 con gai that xinh dep nhi)

- "But | don't care, you're the best" (Anh khong quan tam,
em mai la nguwdi tuyét nhat)

Toi cuoi ra vé rat "khiém ton". Va t6i cling ndi rang anh la
nguwoi tuyét nhat.
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T6i lai nhé ra thém vu vé Ronie, va ké rang c6 mét anh
chang Viét Nam lai Tay Ban Nha muon lam quen véi toi &
trén tau dién ngam.

- "Haha, watch out his girl friend, but he can't steal you from
me, and hey listen, be careful, OK?" (Coi chirng ban gai
cla anh ta d, nhwng anh ta khéng thé cwédp mat em khdi
anh dau, va cwng nay, phai can than, duwoc khéng?)

Téi gat dau. Xe lai ra phia ngon hai dang nhung troi rét
nhin khéng dwoc dep 1dam. Ryan dirng xe, lang ngdm mét
ltc mién man. Khudn mat anh va ngon hai dang phan chiéu
gdp nhau qua tdm kinh swong mé lanh 1o, cé anh dén hiu
hat nga vang, thodng mét néi budn sau rat dep, mét hinh
anh t6i lai nhé mai. Co thé anh dang nhé té¢i bd minh hodc
dang nghi vé wéc mo duoc di bién.

Téi mudn ndi va hdi anh that nhiéu diéu nhung co 18 lang
yén luc dé 1a tuyét voi nhat. Tay Ryan van nam lay tay t6i,
am va chat, réi anh dwa tay téi I&n mdi hit réi cdn nhe mét
cai. Toi twa dau vao thanh ghé mim cuoi, co 18 toi luc toi
yéu anh that roi.

R6i anh lai ché t6i quay lai nha. Truwéc khi chuén bj xubng
xe, Ryan lai kéo toi lai va hon 1én ma, hit rat lau. Hom nay
néu anh bao hén I&n méi t6i thi toi.. dong y day, nhung
chang hleu sao anh khéng lam thé, cé thé anh nghi téi van
chwa sdn sang. Nhuwng todi thich vay, saving something,
that's romantic (gilr lai mét diéu gi d6 that 1ang man).

Vé dén nha, t6i rat vui va nhanh chéng ngl ngay. Gan 1h,
may ma bb me t6i khéng dé y gi ca.

HOm sau toi t&i tiém nail hoi mudn chuat xiu, cling cé vai
khach wax 16ng may dang cho téi. Téi bat tay vao lam voi
wéc mo phai mua duwoc cai di déng trong tuan nay hodc chi
it sang tuan sau.
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Billy thy t6i vui nén ciing néi nhiéu hon ngay hém qua.
Anh lién tuc hdi tdi vé& Lavender, tdi néi rang téi rat thich,
néu tdi cd mua cell, anh nh& cho téi s6 dién thoai clia co
ay.

Budi chiéu, tiém co dién thoai. T6i nghe thay tiéng Billy:
"Hold on, she's here" (Git* may doi c6 4y chut nhé). RO
Billy goi t6i, t&i ngac nhién, sao Ryan lai goi gi& nay? Ma da
cam két khong goi dén day nira co ma. Téi nghe may, va
moi nguwoi doan xem do la ai?

Do 1a Garbriel. C6 ta chac chan van gitr to gidy lién lac cla
t6i, trong d6 téi ghi ca sO phone va dia chi ti(fgm nail, s6
phone nha. Theo dé ban ngay thi goi tdi day, budi t6i thi goi
vé nha.

- So you are Kin? i need to talk to you (C6 1a Kin? Téi mudn
noi chuyén véi c).

- What's the problem? (C6 chuyén gi vay?)

- Duh, you know the problem. You are stealing my
boyfriend. Listen girl, you must stop, or you're gonna be
mashed like potato! (Cé biét la chuyén gi ma. Co6 dang
cwdp ban trai tdi day. Nghe nay, ¢ théi ngay di néu khong
thich bi nghién nhir nhw ci khoai tay!)

Giong clia Gar rat trich thwong, va lan dau tién toi phai
nghe de doa nhw vay. Ké thi ciing thoang so hai, co 1€
khudn mat téi hoi bién sac vi Billy nhin t6i day lo lang.

- I'm stealing nothing from you and hey listen, don't talk to
me that way, i'm not that kind of easy person for you to
shout at my face! (Téi chang cuwép gi clia cd ca va dirng co
noéi giong dé véi t6i. Téi khéng phai loai nguei dé cd dé
quat nat dau)

Toi bat dau néi to tiéng hon khién ca Billy va c6 Lyn lam
cung déu phai nin thd. Chac ho con ngac nhién nira khi
nghe thay tir "steal".
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Roi t6i dap bup may (ciing ghé gom phét day nhi). Mat dé
phtrng phirng, t6i nguwdc nhin Billy dang ha hdc nhin toi.

- "Tr&i, co chuyén gi vay, troi oi?"

- "Khéng ¢6 gi a, con mu nay nham ngudi né clr bam theo

em-.

- "Né&, n6 de doa gi hdng? Can than nha, chdn nay héng cé
dua dau, choc anh dwa em vé nhé!"

- "Da, khéng can dau a!"
Dién thoai lai réo. Téi nhin Billy day any.

"No, you've got the wrong number" (Khéng, c6 nhdm may
réi). Roi Billy cling dap may ludn. T6i thay biét on Billy thé.
Nhwng nguwdi téi clv run 1&n. T6i dinh Iy may goi cho Ryan
ké cau chuyén nhung cé & ndi & day khong tién, co thé
chiéu vé!

6h, toi xuong bén. Va toi da giat ban minh khi thay Garbriel
da cho san & do!
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Phan 19

Vac mét bd mat nghiém trong, Gar di'ng & ngay 16i ré
xudng dé ddm bao sé& khong dé lot t6i, chiéc mii dé trng vi
gi6 rét, dwong nhw Gar da dirng & cho & day kha lau va
phai biét chac chan rang tdi chwa vé nén méi kién nhan
nhw vay. Chot nghi, Ryan qua cé sirc hdp dan, anh chang
da dé bao nhiéu co gai phai chiu gia rét nhw thé nay day
nhi?

Garbriel nhin thy téi va tién t&i rat nhanh:

- Can we talk? Can we talk? (Chung ta c6 thé néi chuyén
khéng?)

T6i chwa kip phan &ng.

- Can we talk ? Can we talk?

Garbriel néi lién tuc cau noéi do dén néi téi phai thét 1én:

- OK OK, but talk about what? Ryan? | don't like talking

about him! (Bugc rdi, nhwng noi vé cai gi méi dugc chir?
Ryan w? Téi khdong thich néi chuyén vé anh ay!)

Va Gar lai tiép tuc nhw ban sang lién thanh:

- Can we talk, can we talk, can we talk?

That Ia kho chiu, tién thoai lwéng nan. Téi thay khoé x{!
- Come on, speak your words (Bwoc réi, néi di)

Garbriel ndm |4y tay toi 16i di x&ch xéch, khiép qua. Du sao
¢ ta cling cao hon t6i mét ti va khde hon t6i nhiéu nén luc
kéo toi di t6i khéng thé nao kip cuéng lai. Va thay vi giat tay
lai t6i cling...ndm tay lai luén, thé hién nhw...hai ngudi ban
vay. Hanh déng nay hinh nhu lai khién Garbriel ring minh
thi phai. Co6 1é t6i khéng "chicken shit" nhw ¢ ta nghi, va
qua that, téi cling chwa bao gi® la nguoi dé bi bat nat ca. O
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day, nhirng c6 gai chau A hay bj coi 1a nhat nhat khong
manh bao, mét phan la do truyén théng A Péng, mét phan
la do...tiéng Anh kém. C6 1& Gar nghf t6i 1a mét nguwdi nhw
vay. That tiéc, co ta khdng biét tdi [a mot cd gai Viet Nam,
va cling khéng phai la ngudi qua tam thuong.

Gar kéo toi ra...Central Park. Birng lai mét luc, ¢o ta noi:

- OK, listen. | don't know where the hell you come from,
what the hell you are doing, you guys Chinese are
everywhere spoiling this country. And there's one thing,
Ryan's been my boyfriend for two years, do you know why
he's working there? its because he wants to be with me. i'm
tired of asking people to leave us alone this way. To tell you
i am not a bad person at all but once you get involved with
my boy friend, i'd do anything to cut you up. (Nghe nay, téi
khéng can biét co6 dén tlr ché quai quy nao, cd dang lam gi
céi quai gi... Chi co6 mot diéu thdi, Ryan da la ban trai cta
t6i 2 nam nay, cd co6 biét tai sao anh Ay lai lam viéc & day
khong? Béi vi anh &y muon gan gi toi. Toi da mét moi voi
viéc lam sao cho nguwdi khac khdng quéy ray chang t6i. Noi
cho cb biét toi khong phai la ngudi ghé gém nhwng néu cod
van dinh dang dén ban trai toi thi co sé biét tay!)

Gar néi tubn ra mét trang va noi rét,nhanh. TOi cr dirng
nhin, y chirng doi cho c6 ta ndi cho hét di, chir téi noi ¢o ta
lai cat th?t la mét. Gar dl‘yng lai vj sw lang im cua t6i, va co
ta nghi rang t6i da khéng hiéu...tiéng Anh:

- You understand me? You speak English? (C6 co ,hiéu toi
noi gi khéng ha? Cé coé néi duoc tieng Anh khéng day?)

- Yes | do unless you speak Chinese! Because i don't! (TAt
nhién la téi hiéu trir khi c6 ndi tieng Hoa)

- Whatever you are, screw it. You kissed him? (Liéu day! Co
da hén anh ay chwa ha?)
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- Its not your business! And | don't know why | have to be
here just to stink my ears with your words. Your words are
useless to me, they only work when come from Ryan. |
don't know you, it's you to leave me alone. (D6 khéng phai
la viéc cla co! Va t6i cling cha hiéu tai sao toi lai & day dé
cho 16 tai t6i phai khé chju b&i nhivng 1o ¢d néi nhi? Nhirng
I néi d6 that 1a vé ich v&i t6i, nd chi cd y nghia néu 14 10
Ryan ndi thdi. Con t6i khéng biét co, vi thé dé tai yén!)

Téi thoang thay sw bat ngd tir phia Garbriel. C6 18 toi 1a dbi
tha nang ky hon c¢é ta nght, t6i khéng phai doa dam ba cau
la so va vi...dung la téi néi dwoc tiéng Anh, da stre cai ly tét
la khac. C6 mét dac diém, du tiéng Anh hay tiéng Viét, toi
hau nhw khéng bao gi® chiri bay, cho du "dbi tha" cia toi
c6 dau dudng x6 cho dén may, nhwng ma réi ho van phai
im hét! Téi chi chti bay...mét minh nhirng Itc bi hdng héc
hay dang tri ma théi.

Noi xong t6i khong dé co ta noi tiép toi quay ngoat dau di,
rat nhanh, t6i nghi rang lic d6 mat t6i rat do, ca ngudi nong
ran. Tieng Gar chay theo, kéo tay i tir phia sau:

- Hey, listen, damn, come back here (Nay, nghe day, quay
lai day)

Gar vira kéo tay téi, téi hét Ién mét cdi lam nhirng ngudi
trong Central Park giat minh quay lai. Gar hoi nguong
ngung, co ta lai keo tay toi, t6i lai hét 1én. (TG6i hét 1én theo
kiu...tréu tlrc do, chir khong phai 1a kiéu s dau). Mbi lan
hét toi lai cwoi Ién mot cai khien Gar co vé...hoang thuc su,
gi® thi biét ai la "chicken shit" roi.

- Are you fcking crazy, damn. What's wrong with you? (C6
dién roi, co6 chuyén dién ro gi voi cb thé ha)

Gar thét I&n, mat may nhin...khéng thé mé duoc.

Nhuwng cb ta cw chay theo,tc“)i. Va that may man, dang di
nhw ma dudi thi téi nhin thay Billy dang dwng ngay cho ré
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tr cdng Central Park sang phd. Hinh nhw anh da di theo
t6i. Co thé anh da biét tdi viva gap Garbriel. T6i vira di toi
noi Billy ndm tay t6i va kéo vao trong xe cla anh ngay gan
d6. Garbriel dirng lai, khoanh tay nhin day bat Iuc.

- Troi troi, biét roi, dung phai may con nhé nay mét lam
nha. Can than nd lam hai do, chon nay khong co phai cho
dua ma nhdé. Anh bao roi, em phai can than chr. Cé chuyén
gi vay, noi duwgc khéng?

T&i van con run va ngdi than ra mét luc. Rbi t6i nd mét nu
cuoi:

- Khéng cé gi, né khong lam gi dwgc em dau. Hi hi, cam on
anh. Ma anh di theo em dé ha?

- Thi dé, dong tiém xong lai xe qua day thdy em di vé trong
do véi con nhd nén anh dirng xe di theo ma.

- Oai, nh& dau dé la ban em thi sao, sao anh phai lo thé?

- Khéng ¢6 dau, anh nhin thay cai mat em khéng cé dwoc
VUI.

- Thé em phai lam sao bay gi®?

- Thé con nhd d6 14 ai? Em cé chuyén gi v&i n6? C6 gi phai
goi canh sat dé, khong cé dua.

Va ty nhién téi ctr thay ron ron.

Toi xin Billy tha t6i xuéng bén xe gan nha vi khéng mudn
Billy biét t6i & dao. Billy nan ni t6i mét hoi roi cling cho toi
xuong, anh nhin theo t6i day do hdi xem t6i ¢ chuyén gi
nira khong, tat nhién khéng quén 101 dan phai that can than
va co gi goi dién cho anh.

Chuwa bao gi® tdi thady yéu mén Billy nhw ngay hém do.

Tré vé nha, t6i van chwa dwoc binh thwong. Viéc dau tién
t6i muon lam la goi dién cho Ryan, t6i mudn ndi rdé rang
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chuyén nay véi Ryan. T6i khong mudn bi bam dudi lang
nhang nhw vay, rat mét mai!

Ryan nhac may:

- Hey, i met your girl friend today Ryan? (Nay, em vira gap
ban gai anh Ryan a)

- What? my girl friend? who? (Gi co? Ban gai anh? Ai co?)
- You know who (Anh biét la ai ma)

- Don't tell me Garbriel bothered you again (Blrng ndi la
Garbriel lai lam phién em nira ch).

- Yes she did. She came to the nail salon and asked me to
stop the relationship with you. I'm tired Ryan (Bung thé day,
c6 4y dén tiém nail va yéu cau em phai dirng méi quan hé
véi anh. Em mét méi qua Ryan a).

- Oh my god, shit. Ryan kéu [&n roi khé...chg’i bay."Damn,
how can she know your place?" (Sao c6 ta biét ché lam cua
em nhi)

- She has the note i wrote to you, i wrote my address there
(C6 ta co to giat nhan em da viet cho anh, em da ghi lai dia
chi trén do).

- Did she do anything to you? (C6 ta c6 lam gi em khéng?)
- She pulled me to the Central Park and shouted at me (C6
ta kéo em ra Central Park va quat thao em mét tran).

- That's terrible. Damn (That kinh khang). Ryan gan nhw hét
Ién - OK, listen, i'll handle it, calm down, OK, i'm sorry, i'm
sorry, oh my God. (Nghe nay cwng, anh sé xt ly vu nay,
binh tinh nhé, anh xin 16i, trdi a, anh xin 16i)

Dwéng nhw Ryan rat budn va ay nay vi nhitng gi téi vira
noi. béen lwot téi lai:
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- Oh no not so serious, i just don't like being bothered. i'm
OK, nothing happened! (O khdng c6 gi nghiém trong dau,
em khoéng ban tam dau, em 6n ma, khéng co6 gi xay ra dau)

- I'm upstate now, i will see you tomorrow. Now i will call
Garbriel. Would you forgive me? (Anh sé gap em vao ngay
mai. Bay gid anh sé goi cho Garbriel, em tha 16i cho anh
nhé)

- | can't (Em khéng thé)
- I'm sorry (Anh xin 16i). Giong Ryan da hoang hét thuc sw

- Because it's not your fault! (B&i vi d6 khdng phai 16i cta
anh)

Va t6i nghe th4y tiéng Ryan thé phao nhe nhém.

- All right, i'll see you tomorrow (Anh sé gap em ngay mai
nhé).

Va thé la qua mot dém mat ngd. Toi khong tirc ma vi cam
thay rat kho chiu.

H6m sau la ngay téi xudng spa. Co gai Viét Nam van nhi
nhanh nhw moi hém. Téi quyét dinh ndi cho cb ta biet
chuyén ban trai ctia c6 ta xin lam quen v&i ti. Tat nhién toi
noi rang chung tdi tinh c& gap nhau ma théi:

- Ua, anh 4y lam gi & d6 gi& day nhi?

T6i nhan vai.

- Anh 4y nhin ban thay hay dé, tréng ban ciing d& thwong
ma.

- Hai ngu¢i yéu nhau lau chwa?

- Cling nam roi

- Chac sé cuwdi chiy?

- Haha, chéc doi téi hoc xong da.
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- Cw@i sdm nhi

- Anh 4y hon t6i 9 tubi d6, khéng cd tré niva dau.

T6i ha hoc mom. Téi khong thé tin ndi anh chang nay tréng
tré mang nhw vay ma cling phai c& tudi Billy roi. Nhin Billy
gia dan hon han.

- Chiéu dén don chi?

- C6, chiéu nay lai t&i don ma.

Budi trwa, t6i ra clra hang Chinese food mua canh ga &n
nhw moi hém. Ronie va Helen cling t&i, nhin t6i Ronie cuoi
ngweng nghiu.

- Gap bira hém no rdi, chao Ronie.

T6i chu déng noéi chuyén cho anh chang d& nguwgng. Trong
luc hai nguoi divng xép hang mua canh ga, Ronie ngoai lai
nhin t6i nhay mét. Oi dung la dan éng!

Bubi chiéu tr& v&. Ty nhién ba chi chay ra hdi tdi cé ai vé
cung khéng? Téi ngac nhién va noi sao phai thé. Ba 4y noi
rang, nghe rang cé chuyén va bao téi: "Be careful". Téi 1&
m¢& doan Billy bao ba chu trédng chirng t6i!

Byéi t6i, Ryan goi dién cho toi. Anh van & trén upstate chuwa
vé dwoc, hen tdi ngay hdm sau, vé sé gap tdi luon.

3h sang

Chudng dién thoai réo. T6i bat day. Ca nha téi cung ngong
tai Ién nghe. Chac chi c6 thé la dién thoai clia t6i. Va dung
vay, Garbriel.

- HEY, SCREW YOU. | TOLD YOU TO LEAVE MY

BOYFRIEND ALONE (Nay t6i da bao cd dé cho ban trai toi
yén co ma).

Gar hét 1én trong dién thoai to dén ndi thang em t6i dang
ngu cling ngang dau day hdi chuyén gi thé. Toi dwa tay 1én
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miéng suyt va néi rang ngu tiép di. Téi di vao nha vé sinh
nghe dién.

- YOU ARE SO CRAZY GARBRIEL. DON'T LET ME CALL
THE POLICE (C6 dién qua roi Gar, dirng dé t6i goi canh
sat).

- YOU AIN'T NOTHING TO SCARE ME (C6 dirng hong doa
t6i) . Va t6i nghe thay nhw Gar...khdc thi phai.

- Go to hell, f'ck yourself! Gar lai ru 1én

- Go to sleep! Thanks for your advice. But i can't do it by my
self. Ryan is going to do it! Good bye! (Ngu di! Cam on |&i
goi y cua cd! Nhwng t6i khéng lam viéc dé mét minh dugc!
Ryan sé lam viéc do! Chao!)

Toi to tiéng trd lai, nhung van giir phan lich sy, va dap may.
Tat hét tiéng dién thoai & trong nha.

Va d6 chi la nhitng sy rac roi dau tién cla toi ma thoi. Lén
givong, khong ngl dwoc. Toi ngdi day, bat dén, tim cubn
sb va viét nhat ky, la viét ra cdm xuc va suy nghi thi ding
hon.

Va nhirng gi t6i dang ké lai cho cac ban, 1a modify tir quyén
nhat ky bat dau tir ngay hém day!
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Phan 20

TOi quyet dinh nghi ngo’l ngay hém sau. Khong di dau hét,
mot phan vi thiéu ngli may hém rat mét mai, mot phan vi toi
mudn lang thang mdét minh ddi chut cho thanh thoi dau 6c.
Thu thwe rang tir trude toi gidr tdi chwa bao gi® ¢é ban trai,
va t&i mare bi khing bd tinh than thé nay thi lai cang bao
gi® chwa, nén du co td ra ghé goém dén may thi t6i cling
khéng tranh khéi nhiéu lo I&ng va suy nghi. Téi chot nghi
t&i 6ng gia hay ngbl ven song. Ba may hém quén mat 6ng
gia nay. Co6 mot cam giac rat _yén binh khi ngdi néi chuyén
va tdm sw v&i 6ng Ay, tdi mudn gdp 6ng gia dé ndi chuyén,
hoi 6ng xem, t6i phai lam gi bay gid?

Bubdi sang, téi di bd ra ven séng chi¥ chwa &n udng gi. Troi
cang ngay cang dep hon. P4 sang thang ba nén hoa béat
dau n& va cay bat ddu IAm chdm xanh. Sau mét mua déng
kho can bang gia, nhitng mam non lai 16¢c ngéc bd day pha
lén mé&t d4t mot ludng sinh khi méi. N6 tao cdm giac cua sw
hy vong. Gidng nhw tdm trang con ngu®i, cé nhirng luc
tuyét vong va u am, nhwng sau mdi 1an dau dén va khé sé,
long nguwdi lai hdi sinh. Twa nhw tat yéu cla thoi tiét, cla
bdn mua, cltia cudc sdng.

HO6m nay 6ng gia clia téi cé thém mot ngudi ban méi dang
dirng ndi chuyén. D6 18 mét ngudi phu ni drng tudi cod
phong thai vira cd dién vira hién dai, rat kho ta, nhwng toat
lén mot vé thong minh va ca tinh la ky. Nhin la t6i cling
mudn bat chuyén ngay dwoc réi. Vira nhin thay t6i, 6ng O
Ién va nhanh chong gidi thiéu : "This is the girl i've told you,
Kin, right?" (nhay méat mét cai). "And this is Michelle, a
cinema director" (Pay la Michelle, dao dién dién anh). "OH ,
wow, really? that's cool" (Oi that sao, tuyét qua). Téi thbt
Ién. "Are you discussing about making his novel into a
movie?" (Cé phai ba dang thao luan vé viéc dua tiéu thuyét
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ctia 6ng &y 1én man anh khong?). "Oh, well, probably, why
not?" (C6 thé lam, tai sao khéng chur?).

Nguwdi phu nir tén Michelle quéa that rat ca tinh va thoéng
minh, mac du mang chic danh & dao dién dién anh do
nhung & ba toat ra diéu gi do khéc khd va binh dan, chw
khéng lung linh nhw nhivng dao dién M téi van thwdng hay
twdng twong. Michelle tham gia chi dao san xuat may
chwong trinh thdi sy ctia dai NY1, dai tin ndi tiéng nhét cla
New York. Dw dinh "tdm su" v&i 6ng gia nay hdm nay dé bé
vi c6 thém nhén vat th& ba, nhwng cing thu vi chan.
Michelle ciing séng trén d&o va ba néi rang cé dam ba lan
nhin thdy toi, rang tdi 1a cd gai chau A an twong nhat & trén
dao. Téi cdm thay rat hanh dién.

- So what are you doing now Kin? (C6 dang lam gi vay
Kin?)

- Just fooling around, earning littte money and will back to
Vietnam for college. (M6t vai tht lung tung, kiém mét it tien
va vé Viét Nam hoc dai hoc)

- Oh, that's cool that's you were able to come to America for
fun, haha. (That tha vi khi ¢c6 dén nwéc My chi dé vui choii)

- Your job is so exciting, i mean, the cinema director. (Céng
viéc cla ba that hip dan, y t6i la dao dién dién anh d6 ma)
- Well, i'm a news director now but my dream is to be a
female cinema director. | know it is late to be dreaming, but
you can only stop dreaming and working when you are
dead! (Tdi ma&i lam dao dién tin tirc thdi nhwng wéc mo cla
t6i la tré thanh niv dao dién dién anh. Toi biét bay gi& muén
dé& mo wéc nhwng ban hay cir mo wéc va lam viéc cho dén
khi nao trat hoi thé cudi cung)

Oh, lai mét quan diém tuyét voi. Cé bao gi® ching ta qua
gia dé thyc hién wéc mo ctia minh nhT? Cé ldc con ngu i
that la nhiéu hoai bao nhwng ho lo rang minh khéng con
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thoi gian dé thuwc hién. bung réi, con séng ngay nao thi con
c6 thé lam dwoc viéc ta mubn ngay dé, néu clr ngdi ma lo
thi s& chang bao gi® lam dwoc viéc gi. Khéng thtr khong
thé biét. Cé nhirng cau néi lic d6 t6i chwa hiéu hét ngay luc
d6 nhung vé lau dai né la ngudn déng lwc va la quan diém
sbng luc nao ma khong biét. Va ban biét khong, bay gi®
Michelle da 1a mot dao dién phim anh thwe sw, chuyén san
xuat cac show cho tré con & Walt Disney Chanel, chi
khéng con dirng chi dao doc tin té nhat trong trwd'ng quay
nira. Michelle da wéc dwge nhw vay hon 20 nam rdi va 3
nam ké tlr ngay gap téi 1an ay, wéc mo cla ba da thanh s
that! Mot bai hoc dang gia. Chang bao gi¢r 1a qua gia dé
wéc mo, néu thuc sy cb gang.

Ca bubi chiéu, t6i nam ngu. Téi mét nhwng ngu lai khéng
dwoc ngon 1am, gidc mo cua tdi tran ngap hinh anh cua
Ryan. Dac biét 1a nu cudi va bd rau quai ndbn m& mo rat
quyén rii cGa anh. Chi vi Ryan c6 rau quai nén ma sau nay
bat ky khi ndo t6i gap mét chang trai téc dai va cé rau quai
non la téi giat minh va mang theo mét sy cam tinh ky la.
T&i mire, sau nay, vé Viét Nam, cé mét lan, di trén phé,
dang phong lo dang thi t6i tinh c& phat hién ra mot nguoi
dan 6ng. Anh ta con tré, cé khi chi bang t6i, ¢ rau quai non
va mai téc dai rat dep, va thuwe sy néu dé y thi nét nao ciing
dep, dep dén giat minh, dep dén xét xa, vi sao, vi do la mot
ngudi dan 6ng bi... tam than, ding ngén ngo lang thang
trén hé phé. Nhwng t6i cwoc rang ai dé y sé phat hién ra do
la mét ngudi dan éng dep. Va dém dé téi cling d& mo vé
ngwdi dan éng nay, tdi mo rang, t6i sé ...dem anh ta vé
nha, tdm rra sach sé&, "trang tri" cho that dep trai, réi dan ra
phé choi, day tw hao nhw ngay nao t6i di véi Ryan. Nhwng
that tiéc, gidc mo 1ang man cua téi bj cat dit bdi mét chi
tiét, dé 1a nguwoi dan 6ng trong moéng cua t6i theo ding
nghta nay, cir di mot phat chang lai dirng lai...luc thung rac.
Kho thé day!
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Sau con méng mj bubi chiéu, téi tinh gidc. Hom nay t6i &
nha nén s& nidu com. Ca ngay hém nay khéng cé dién
thoai, la that. Thé roi tdi phat hién ra t6i da tat hét ca tiéng
chudng ma quén khéng bat lai. Nhwng téi thay lo, bat lai
Garbriel lai goi that |a phién phtrc, t6i khéng mudn bb me t6i
biét chuyén. Van thay c6 cd mot qua nang trc ché dé nghet,
t6i chot nghi t&i Hanh, ban than cta t6i dang hoc bén St
Johns & bén Queens, cé thé tbi nay t6i sé sang nha ban 4y
dé budn chuyén cho gidi téda tam ly, Hanh la ban nguwoi Viét
hiém hoi cla tdi & day, ching td6i da & cung v&i nhau bén
New York ngay bé, va gi Hanh dang & bén nay dé hoc cao
hoc.

Téi dinh ndu com xong rdi di luén vi nha Hanh kha xa, lai
phai di b6 mot doan. Goi dién cho Hanh théy nang OK, toi
nhanh chéng ndu com. Binh bung thi hai phai mua ngay
mot cai cell, c6 gi phién phirc d6 hét vao dé t6i tw gidi
quyét.

Téi, t6i dén nha Hanh. Bat dau tuén ra mot trang dé trat cho
bd. Hanh lo I&ng va bao t6i can than. Rdi téi mwon cai cell
cta Hanh dé goi cho Ryan, mach mét phan théi, phan vi
t6i...nh& anh 1dm. Ryan ndi rang sé tré vé vao th ba tdi va
sé goi dién ngay cho téi. Téi néi vé vy Garbriel quay réi luc
nira d&m va diéu nay co |1& khién Ryan hoi hodng s¢. RO
anh néi: "i'll be back tonight, i mean, now" (Anh sé vé vao
tdi nay). Tai héi anh khéng can lam thé, anh dang lam gi ct
lam ndt, nhwng Ryan khéng néi gi nira.

Trén dwdng tré vé nha, mac du thdy thodi mai hon sau khi
trat véi Hanh va vi Ryan doi vé ngay vi lo cho téi, nhwng toi
thdy van khéng dwoc vui. Téi quyét dinh, sé ra ven séng va
hét Ién mot cai. Va toi hét that, hét dén ri ca dau toc va
vang hét cd mot khu ddo, hét xong t6i lai cwdi mdt minh.
Du sao ciing dau cé ai, hinh nhw trén canh ctra mét can
phong cla mét building chd t6i hét c6 ngwdi mé clra sb
ngd xem dang co k& dién nao qudy pha bén dwdi. Hét
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xong, t6i lac lac dau va thay thodi mai that. Cdm on 6ng gia
viét truyén da chi cho t6i cach xa cam xuc nay.

Vé duwoc 15 phut, 11h dém. Dién thoai Igi réo, t6i lai nhac
vOi. Va4, ban biét dé la ai khéng? Ronie day!

- Lam sao anh biét dwoc s6 dién thoai nay vay?

- A, thi Helen cho.

- Ua, cd 4y sao lai cho sb dién thoai ctiia em.

- A, thi anh néi mudn lam quen vé&i em nén co Ay cho.

Thue ra t6i di théng minh dé biét anh ta néi déi, anh ta da
lay sb dién thoai nay t cell cia Helen. Va t6i vén khéng
thodi mai cho 1&m. Réi tdi ngdi vao ban may tinh doi check
mail, vira nghe dién thoai qua cai giong khé nghe cua
Ronie, cha ra Tay cha ra Viét, cha ra Béc cha ra Nam. Toi
c Am & va ngap lién tuc, cha d& y xem Ronie dang ndi gi
nira vi mai xem thw. Ronie k& 1& va tdi c& "thé a", "ah",
"oh", trwédc nhirvng dw dinh, wéc vong twong lai, nao gia
dinh....cha chang dang tuén ra ao at, tha thwc t6i cling chi
hiéu 18m bdm. Thé rbi tdi da hoan toan ding tim va tinh han
khi nghe thay cau "tdm su", nguyén van sau day:

- Em coi thwong anh dung khéng? Anh khéng phai la loai
ngw®i nhw em nghi dau. C6é vé em cha quan tdm, em biét
anh van lam gi khéng? Anh van lam ra tién dé& CHO DZAI
va di DZIET NGU Ol do!
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Phan 21

Pau tién, do la toi thét hét ca tim, vi giong cla Ronie rét
qua quyét va tw hao khi néi ra nhitng I&i néi do, t6i cdm
twdng nhw dé la mét 1&i "doa nat" thi dang hon. Téi nght dé
chirng anh nay la mét tay hifi, tham gia bang dang, xa hoi
den gi dé réi. Toi lap bap hdi lai:

- La... a sao? Anh lam cai gi?

- Thi d6, anh dau cé save dwoc may tién dau. Anh tdéan cho
ban bé DZAI hét, rui g vé Viét Nam DZUP ngu®i nha dé
ma. Anh khéng an choi lang nhang nhw em nght dau.

Cudi cung thi, t6i da hiéu ra van dé. Cau néi cia Ronie
chinh 1a: "Anh cho VAY va di GIUP ngudil". Luc day t6i nhe
cd nguoi va t6i tin rang gid cling cé ban doc dén day nhe
ca nguoi.

Vira kip toi lai ngap mot cai va td y mét mdi va phai dén
tiém ngay hém sau. Ronie nhéac lai d& nghj vé ché anh ta
lam, néu tdi mudn cé du tién ma mua mot cai cell.

Va téi l&n ra ngti cai ram!

Budi sang, chwa kip ra khéi nha da co tiéng dién thoai. B6
t6i nhac roi goi téi 1a co6 ngwdi can gap. Téi thoang chut rén
ren, thi ra la Billy, anh ta lo Iéng vi hdm qua tw nhién toi xin
nghi, khdng biét co6 chuyén gi khéng va héi hdm nay t6i cd
dén tiém dwoc khong. T6i trd 10 1a t6i dén ngay bay gid
day, Billy vui mwng ra mat.

Billy c6 gang hai t6i sao t6i xin nghi, phai chang t6i gap van
dé gi. To6i bao téi thiéu ngli nén & nha ngd ma théi. Bdng
thoi t6i rat mudn goi dién cho Ryan xem anh da vé toi
thanh phd chwa, nhwng ma ngai qua, vi tdi khéng muén
Billy dé y, wéc co cai cell kinh khiing. Va thé 1a téi quyét

104



dinh mwon dién thoai goi dién cho Hanh xin vay Hanh tién
dé giup t6i mua mot cai, déng thai téi cling nght tdi viéc tan
dung kha ndng wax ldng may va son vé cta minh dé di
kiém tién that sw. R6i Ryan goi dién vao sé cla tiém, 1an
nay, Billy da biét y dwa phone cho téi, vi anh ta biét khéng
thi thé ndo toi cling biét. Ryan noi da vé té¢i Manhattan va
mudn gap t6i ludn. Téi hen budi trwva sé& gap nhau.

Budi trwa, dworng nhw khi gap tdi Ryan rat voi. Anh quang
tay 6m cham |4y va hén téi mot cai 1én ma ra diéu ta 16i.
Anh rG t6i di &n moén Mexico. Va gi® tdi méi biét khau vi cla
Ryan, anh rat thich &n cai mén salad cla Mexico, chi toan
rau sbng cé trén it banh mi vun, anh &n t&i hai suét lién,
lam t6i td mo cling an thir mét suat. Puoc cai tdi dé &n nén
thay gi cling...ngon. Anh b&o Iic déi l1a anh thém moén nay
nhat, that ky la, lic déi nguoi ta lai thém rau nhat!

Ryan néi rang Garbriel bay gi» dang hoi "out of control"
(khéng kiém soat duoc), réng khi c6 thoi gian anh sé ké
cho t6i nghe vé chuyén cla co ta, dong thoi "thé" rang ho
khéng hé cé mébi quan hé gi hét. Thi c& coi nhw vay di,
nhwng t6i néi v&i Ryan rang, thé ndo thi gap toi gidi quyét
riéng, dirng dé cb ta goi dién dén nha, rat rac réi. Ryan nhiu
may roi...cudi: "I'll promise!" (Anh htra). "But you are not
gonna trade anything to make her to do so, are you?"
(Nhwng anh sé khéng phai thda thuan gi dé& co ta lam thé,
phai khong?). Toi bat ngd héi. Ryan nhin ra ngoai clra
quan an vé hwong Central Park, nglrng 5 giay roi bat ra:
"NO, OF COURSE NO!". Nhwng anh lam t6i thay nghi ngo.

Ryan réat v0| nén anh gap tdi xong la di ngay. Anh nhac nhé&
t6i phai can than va néi rang, anh mudén dwoc nhin thay
6ng chu tiém nail cua t6i, tdi vui vi hinh nhw anh ghen!

Toi ndi voi Billy rang t6i rAt mudn gap lai Lavender vi t6i
thay nh& ¢b gai Ay, ndi rat nhiéu va xinh oi la xinh. Billy nai
rang, cé thé t6i sé lam ban dwoc véi Lavender va lam co ay
vui hon. "Nhuwng sé& la khd khan day, Mei khéng thich
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Lavender giao du nhiéu dau". "Khéng biét ba Mei cé thich
em khong nhi? Nhung ba 8y tét day, vi da cho em hoc
make up free, khdng biét 1ay gi cdm on nhi?" "Ah, em hoc
gidi di, rbi quay lai gitp ba 4y, thé 1a nhat day!". "Nhwng tiéc
qua, em con phai di hoc, chwa duwoc di lam", "Thi bay gi&
ct hoc gidi di". Téi gat gu va cdm on Billy. Thuc ra toi rat to
mo vé quan hé cua Billy va gia dinh ba Mei, t6i mudn hdi
nhiéu hon nhwng e rang Billy khéng thich.

- "Thé Sheryl thé nao? Lavender xinh hon hén Sheryl nhi?
Nhwng Sheryl it néi va trong diu dang hon".

~U’ thi Sheryl nguwoi I6n hon ma. Ma ne, hdom nay em cd
roi khéng?". Dwong nhw Billy khéng thich noi chuyén vé
Sheryl.

Va Billy lai héi cau do, téi lai...ngai. T6i bao khdong ban
nhwng téi hoi mét.

- "Thé ngay mai di &n nhé, c6 chd nay rat ngon"
- "Anh ru Lavender di nhé? Bwoc khéng?"

- "Ua, anh khéng chac cd 4y cé di dwoc khong?". Billy ngan
ngw

- "Anh goi dién di, héi xem nao"

Va hinh nhw Billy khéng muén nhwng van phai nhac may
goi, that khéng may man cho Billy, hinh nhw Lavender...
dong y. Toi swong ron, vi, n6i ra moi ngwoi divng cwoi nhe,
t6i nhé cb gai ay that day, khong biet vi néi chuyén de
thwong hay Ié} xinh qua nira, tom lai la rat an twgng! Va tat
nhién cling de khéi phai di véi Billy mét minh, cho du dao
nay t6i da cé cam tinh hon vai Billy!

- Bon minh di an gi? Em thich an salad Mexcio!

- Ha, troi sao thich may dé d6, nhung néu em thich!

Bubn cuoi that!

106



Trwée khi vé, t6i nhan duoc dién thoai cia Hanh bao rang
t6i dén nha Hanh ma I3y cai cell cia Hanh dang dung, vi t6i
cap bach hon, Hanh s& mua céai khéac, vi ban ay lo lang
rang Garbriel sé tiép tuc goi dién dén nha t6i khing bd,
cach tot nhét 1a tdi c6 cell sém dé...tw khiing bb lai c6 ta!

Téi goi dién vé nha bao rang toi sang nha Hanh khong &n
com. Téi rat vui vi cé ngay cai cell ciia Hanh, ding la ban
tt c6 khac. Cam may 1én, t6i goi ngay cho Ryan dé théng
bao rang t6i da cé sd va ciing dé héi sé cia Garbriel,
nhwng ma goi lién tuc ca tbi khéng thdy Ryan nhic. Toi da
rat sot ruét.

O nha Hanh budn chuyén kha lau, ngang dau lén da 11h
hon khién t6i cubng quyt, vi di cling phai gan tiéng mai vé
dén nha, tr nha Hanh phai di bd mot doan kha xa méi t&i
bén. Pwdng tron va lanh, nguy hiém nira!

Ra khoi nha Hanh, t6i goi lai cho Ryan lan niva. Va lan nay,
Ryan nhac may khién t6i tinh ca nguoi.
- | called you so many times, you didn't pick up (Em goi anh
rat nhiéu lan ma anh khéng nhac may)

- I'm sorry, i was driving on the highway, whose number is it,
yours? Where are you now? (Anh xin 16i, anh dang lai xe
trén duwong cao tbc, sb nay cla ai vay, cia em a? Em dang
& dau thé?)

- Driving? Where are you driving? (Anh lai xe di dau vay?)

- To upstate, i must finish my work here (Xubng upstate,
anh phai két thac cong viéc & day).

- Oh my god, you came back to the city just to see me and
now you are back again? (Oi troi, anh quay lai thanh pho
chi dé gap em théi v va bay gi& phai quay lai ngay a?)

- Yes, i'm so worry, | just wanted to make sure you are OK.
(Uh, anh rat lo I&ng anh chi muén biét chic em 6n)
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Anh da lam t6i suyt khéc khi nghe nhw vay. bi lén upsate
cling phai 6,7 tieng lai xe. Anh & d6 veé chi gap t6i buoi truwa,
roi lai quay tré lai vi cdng viéc chwa xong. Chac la anh mét
lam.

- You must be so tired now, right, don't worry, | can take
care of myself, don't waste your time and your health this
way, OK?, promise? (Anh chc la mét I1&m, dirng lo lang
ma, em sé 6n thoi, dirng phi pham thoi gian va sirc khoe
nhw thé nira dwoc khdng? Hiva véi em di)

- I'm OK, and | promise. But where are you now?(®Bwoc roi
anh hi*a ma, nhuwng em dang & dau day?)

- Just walking along the river, take some rest, Ryan ( Chi di
dao doc b& sdng théi ma, nghi ngoi nhé Ryan)
- OK i will, don't worry ok? be careful and be pretty for me,

ok? (Puorc rbi, dirng lo 1dng ma, can than cho ca phan anh
nira nhé, dwgc khdng?)

- OK.

Téi khdng mudn néi véi Ryan rang t6i dang dém khuya
thanh vang di b6 mét minh trén mét con déc tron tudt, troi
den xi va cuc ky vadng vé bén quan Queens. Ké thi ciing
rn ron ngudi va cdm thay nguy hiém!

Va c6 nguy hiém that, khi t6i bat dau phat hién ra cé bong
ngwoi lang nhang theo t6i dang sau!
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Phan 22

D6 1a mét ngudi dan éng da den. S& di t6i biét anh ta di
theo t6i chir khong phai la mét ngwdi di bé binh thuwong
trén dwdng, vi luc tdi ngoai dau lai, thdy anh ta nhe réng ra
cwdi, nhin t6i chdm cham. Téi quay diu va budc nhanh
anh ta cling gan nhw chay theo dang sau. Néu ai da dén
khu nha ban Hanh thoi ky d6 déu biét rang do 1a mét khu
vue vo cung vang vé va téi den. Thwdng thi t6i khéng so,
nhwng Ian nay thi so that, vi thay thwe sw c6 nguy co.

Téi di dwoc ra t&i noi c6 may clra hang nhd, da cé anh
sang va téi thdy yén tam hon. Nghi bung anh ta ciing chi
theo t&i day. Luc dé da gan téi bén. Nghi toi viéc cd mot cai
bén dai khéng c6 ai & dwdi d6 clung va mot toa tau dién
ngam vang tanh lai s¢ tré lai. Anh ta khéng dirng lai that,
anh ta theo t6i xuéng bén. Va bén ciing...khéng c6 ai that.
Pen that a that!

Dué&i bén tau dién ngdm cé may hang ghé dé ngbi che tau.
Téi ngdi & mdt chd phia gitra cla ga, anh ta ra va ngoi
ngay sat dang sau lam tdi lanh ca lwng. Cha 1& t6i dirng day
di ra chd khac. Ma tau bubi dém thi ch¢ rat lau. Téi cho
chan 18n ghé, ngdi chdng tay nghi ngoi ra vé cha so va cha
quan tam. VVa t6i phat hién ra, anh ta ciing...lam y nhu thé.
T6i ngodi dau lai nhin, anh ta cling ngoai dau nhin t6i lam
t6i giat minh, lai quay ngoét gia v& nhin...cai bang tau. Thé
réi, anh ta dirng day, di han ra cai cot ngay trwdc hang ghé
t6i ngdi, dirng dwa va...nhin tdi cham cham. V6 duyén nhat
tran gian luén. Tdi cling lai v& nhw khéng quan tam, bat
chuyén hay chtvi luc nay la téi ky!

Cudi cuing tau ciing dén. Téi hao hirc mudn 1én cho mau dé
thoat khdi canh bj "mat tham"...cong khai thé nay. Ai dé, vi
tri tau dirng cua téi lai &@ dung cai toa chac phai vang nguoi
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nhat. Trén toa, chi c6 hai thang choai choai Hispanic dang
ngu gat, t6i khéng kip chay sang toa khac, danh l1én. Va han
ciing lén!

Téi ciling lai ngdi & vj tri gilra toa, trdnh xa hai thang
Hispanic dang bat dau tinh tinh nhin téi. Han ngdi di dién
v&i t6i ludn. Thé la t6i nham mat gid v& ngt dé khoi phai
nhin né. Téi thay hoi tirc vi khdng mang theo cai minidisc,
c6 nhac vao chac sé dd...so hon. Nhung ma, nham mat lai
thay...b4t an, nh& né lai gan lam gi ma minh khoéng biét thi
cang sg. Cudi cung, m& mat, hit mét hoi dai, t6i m&
mat...nhin lai han. Téi nghe thdy 2 chi Hispanic bt dau xi
x6 gi do, nhin vé phia téi. Tlrc minh, t6i cling quay ra nhin
bon né ludn, bon né cwdi I&n réi...quay di chd khac, chéc
do t6i tia kinh qua. Téi lai quay lai...nhin tiép chi da den
nay. Thé rdi t6i dirng day, m& toa dé di sang toa khac méac
du tdi chwa bao gi® thir mé& céi canh ctra chuyén toa do
bao gi¢. Cai ctra con bi tdc nira chi, tirc dién lén duoc,
qué niva. Mai téi cling m& dwoc. Téi dirng day, han ciing
dirng day, t6i m& ctra, han theo sau. Toi sang toa mdi, co
thém vai ngudi lac dac. Téi khdng ngdi niva, téi dirng dm
cot. Han ngdi ngay gan t6i. Thé la tdi dirng...nhin han tiép.
Nhin mai thi hdn ciing bat dau béi réi va nhin di ché khac.
Téi dirng nhin khéng chép mét. Hinh nhw chan tay bén
chén, hdn ngo nguay rbi...di ra mot chd khac xa hon ngbi.
Thé 1a toi di theo, ngam tiép. Han lai bat diu vo dau but tai,
lic nay thi t6i bat dau thay...hay hay, khédng con so niva, cé
|& ké dang bat dau so la han.

Puoc mét luc, thay t6i khéng budng tha han, han thét lén:
"WHAT?" (Gi thé?). T6i ngheo dau va hdi lai, thé thot:
"what?". Thé la céi bén dé, han xudng ngay lap trc. Dém
d6 vé dén nha ma t6i c& phai vira di vira cwdi modt minh!
C6 1& han ngh t6i...bénh hon han! DU sao do toi da may
man vi d6 khéng phai la mét ngwdi bénh hoan that sy! O
My khong thiéu nhivng ké nhw thé!
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Lavender hen chung t6i di an buéi trwa. Billy déng ctra tiém
va ch& chung t6i t&i mét quan an...Mexico, cho du anh dinh
gi&¢i thieu moét quan an nao dé cia mot ngudi ban Viét méi
mé&, nhuwng chd dé co 1& hoi xa, chi thich hop di an téi.
Lavender vira nhin thay téi |4 tiu tit. Chang t6i trao ddi sb
dién thoai ngay. Lavender néi rang sap c6 mot show thoi
trang cla trwong cd ay hoc, cd ay sé moi tdi dén xem,
nhan tién gi¢i thiéu ban trai luén. Toi goi mon salad an
ngon lanh. Lavender va Billy twéng t6i an kiéng nén thich
rau. Ho bao tdi di gay 1am roi.

Lavender céng nhan that la xinh. Anh phuc vu di ra bé d6
cho chung t6i ma con mai nhin suyt vdp. My anh chang
dau bép ngo ra nhin chung téi trAm tré,tdi vira thay vinh dw
vira thdy minh nhw di lam nén cho cé géi xinh dep &y. Toi
néi véi Lavender ngay mai t6i sé xubéng lam & spa. B4t
ngo, Lavender nghiém mat:

- Do you get along with my mother? (Chij cé hop véi me em
khong?)

- Just OK, we don't talk much, but she's nice (Khong van dé
gi, chung téi khéng néi chuyén nhiéu nhwng ba ay tot ma).

- Don't tell her that you meet me, OK? (Bwng ndi véi me em
la chi da gap em nhé)

- Why? (Tai sao co?)

- And don't tell her that i'm meeting with my boyfriend? OK?
Don't even tell my sister about it. (Va drng néi voi ba ay la
em van dang gap g& ban trai em dugc khong, ca chi em
nira, dirng ndi cho chj ay biét)

- Oh, that sounds serious. Your mother doesn't know you
have a boyfriend? Its because you're pretty. (Nghe co ve
nghiém trong day. Me cb khéng biét ¢ cé ban trai sao? Co
|& tai cb qua xinh dep)

T6i cwdi nhung Lavender chang cuwi ti nao ca.
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- | like you, Kin, but there are stupid things happen. Hope
you can keep silence. I've been tired with my mother and
my sister lately. Hate them. (Em thich chi, Kin. nhung co
mot sb viéc ngé ngan dang dién ra. Hi vong la chj cé the
gilr im lang. Em da qua mét mdi véi me em va chi em roi,
em ghét ho)

Lavender ndi ma nhw mudn khéc. Téi nghi rdng mét ¢o gai
xinh dep nhw vay hay nhan dugc sy quan tam thai qua cua
gia dinh, va cho du cé la & My thi van la ngudi Trung Quéc
thoi.

Nhwng cha hiéu sao t lic ddy mat cia Lavender budn
ldm. Cb ngdi ngudy ngudy chan chuwéng, nhw vira bi roi
hdn vao moét tam trang hoan toan khac, khéng con nhi
nhanh noéi nhidu nira. Va tdi nghe thay Billy néi vai cau
tiéng Quang, y chirng khéng mubn t6i hiéu. Lavender chi
luén mdm ndi: "shit, shit". Thai, tdi an xong suat cua toi da.
Luc nay t6i lai cwdi ndi d& hai ngwdi vui hon.

Hanh goi dién, néi rang budi chiéu nay sang tiém téi choi,
xem v& mong chan mong tay va wax thi nd nhw thé nao.
Téi noi rang sang day téi sé gidi thiéu anh cha Billy cho.

3h chiéu. Billy c6 dién thoai, anh ta vdi va di ra ngoai. Mot
lc sau thi tdi cling ra ngoai dé don Hanh & bén tau dién
ngam. Billy quay lai, t6i gi¢i thiéu Hanh cho Billy. Tw nhién
Hanh kéu A 1én khién Billy nhiu may, t6i chwa hiéu vi sao.
Nhwng réi ho van bat tay lam quen.

Hanh ngdi choi v&i téi dén 5h, téi xin phép Billy vé sém dé
dat Hanh di choi mot chit @ Manhattan. Vira ra ngoai, toi
héi sao khi nhin thay Billy lai & Ién. Hanh bao, ltc dén day
ban 4y cé di chay di mua keo cao su. Nhin thdy anh nay
dang dirng & goc véi mot cd gai rat xinh xan trang tréo, hai
ngwdi cai nhau gi do, cd ay clir giat lay tay cla anh nay
khéc réi dm cham lay anh 4y. Hanh béo chéc la cai nhau
véi bb. Nhin déi nay an twong, khdng ngd anh ta la chi
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tiém cuha t6i. Toi lai nght ngoi, cd kha nang la Sheryl. "Co
phai c6 gai toc dai da trang ciing cao cao khéng?" "U’, tréng
hay hay xinh xinh". Thé dung la Sheryl r6i. Lam chuyén
that!

Ra t¢i bén. Toi chi thiéu nwdc suyt ra 1én khi lai thay
Garbriel ding lu lu ngay 16i xubng. Té6i kéo tay Hanh thi
tham: "Garbriel dy, cai con mu tro Iy goi dién 3h dém day".
Hanh nhin va bao: "Ké nd". Thay ching t6i, Garbriel tién toi
ngay. "Oh, you're having another Chinese company
today,hah? doing your stupid nail?" (O, c6 lai dang lam may
trd nail ngu ngdc dé ha?). Taéi va Hanh tang 1& va lach Gar
di xudng bén. Nhuwng Gar kéo tay toi lai rat manh, khién t6i
trwot ngd dap dau vao thanh cau thang choang vang (luc
nay rat tron vi mwa tuyét dong). Hanh rd 1én mét phat, va
moi nguwdi lao t&i xem cd chuyén gi. Gar thoang ng& ngang
vi biét rang minh da thai qua. Co ta buéng mét 1&i xin 16i
cong mot chir "damn" rbi quay dau bé di voi va (truwdc khi
canh sat t&il)

Téi thdy am dm, c6 vét mau chay xubng ven toc mail
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Phan 23

Cé 1& dau t6i dap phai dung géc nhon nhét cla cau thang
nén bj dam vao da chdy mau, vét cra cling kha sau nén
mau m&i chdy xuéng nhanh nhw vay. That may cé Hanh
chay rat nhanh ra cra hang tap phdm mua vé cho t6i cai
band - aid (bang dan ca nhan). Luc dé co6 ba gia dwa cho
t6i m& gidy tissue dé t6i rit mau. Theo & thwéng, ma &
nwdc My nay, t6i co kha nang lam rat to chuyén, t6i ma kién
Garbriel thi ca cai phong nha si cla bd c6 ta cling khéng du
tién dé trd cho t6i. Nhwng tat nhién tdi chang lam thé, toi
biét cd ta cling khéng phai hoan toan la cb tinh! Va kién céo
ciing cha phai don gian. Security & bén dé con nhay ra hoi
han t6i va ndi rang t6i co can goi canh sat t&i hay khéng!
Clng may man, vét thuwong chi dén thé thoi. Téi cling phal
mat nhdm méat mé va choang vang gan nua tiéng, ngoi
dwédi tram cho t&i khi quyét dinh 18n tau di vé. Téi choang
mi cla 4o khoac I&n dau dé vé nha bd me khoéng nhin thay.
Y dinh di Manhattan cla t6i va Hanh danh tam hoan, toi ri
Hanh vé nha téi an com.

HAém day check mail, dwoc biét tin s& c6 may ngudi ban
hoc cung khéa K27 ctia Hoc vién sé sang day thi Luat bang
tiéng Anh, nhung ho sé Ién D.C trwéec, réi chi dwoc xudng
New York mét ngay, thay vui vui hon.

Ngay mai Ryan sé& tr& vé va toi sé& phai néi chuyé&n nghiém
tuc véi anh.

Ronie lai goi dién thoai. Dwdng nhw Ronie la mét ngudi rat
c6 don, t6i cé thé hiéu dwoc qua nhirng diéu anh ta noi va
cai cach anh ta tam sw. Tw tir t6i cling hiéu, thwe ra do la
mot con ngudi rat dang thwong. Ba cla Ronie 1a mot kj sw
Tay Ban Nha, sang Viét Nam t& hdi con chién tranh, va sau
khi d4t nwéc thdng nhat dng ta da vé lai dat nwéc minh, bd
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lai me clia Ronie, Ronie mé&i cé may tudi va mot cé em gai
nira. Roi tvr ddy ho khéng con lién lac véi nhau. Ronie da
c6 mét khodng thdi gian cuc ky thiéu thén va kho khan vao
thdi ky d6. 13 tudi anh ta dwoc lam gia gidy to dé di xuat
canh sang My. Va ti ddy lang thang noi nay noi kia, khéng
c6 gia dinh, khéng biét tinh cdm gia dinh la gi. Tham chi hai
soi day lién lac gan nhw duy nhét ctia Ronie & Viét Nam la
ngwdi me va cd em gai ciing rat bi thdm. Cé em gai thi mat
tich, con me mét dwoc vai thang réi méi cd ngwdi bao sang
cho biét. Ronie rat mubn c6 mét gia dinh, nhwng anh ta lai
la mot ngwdi phong khoang, dady mau thuan.,

Téi hdi gia dinh cua Helen rat déng duc, anh ta s& dwoc
hda nhap néu vao dé. Anh ta néi rang, anh ta chwa sn
sang, va rang gia dinh dé that ghé gém, mang t&i cho anh
ta mot kiéu cdm giac rang budc rat dang so. "Anh 1a mét
tho gidi, anh vao dé sé coé twong lai lam chu clra hang nail,
va ca moét gia dinh". "Anh thich gia dinh, nhwng anh khoéng
thich bi rang buéc". Anh ta mudn cé dwoc thir tinh thuwong
cla gia dinh, nhwng lai thich kiéu nay day mai dé, l1am tirng
nao tiéu trng day, khéng can biét ngay mai sé phai ra sao.
Toi héi tai sao anh lai tdm sw v&i t6i? Anh ta ndi tdi cho anh
ta cam giac ky la, vira cé nét gi dé gan gii, lai vira cé nét gi
hoang dai, va rang c6 thé t6i s& hiéu nhirng gi anh ta néi.
Helen, c6 ta chi biét yéu don thuan va doi héi Ronie theo
mot khuén phép. Va t6i noi: "Thé thi anh khéng biét téi roil"
Nhwng that sy t6i & quy mén va nhin Ronie bang mét con
mat khac. Va cd 18 trwc quan cla ti cling khdng sai.

T&i ngay tdi xubng tiém spa. Dau van con hoi nhire va phai
can than vi so né lai tée mau lan nira. Hém nay t6i cho
dién thoai cia Ryan, t6i rAt muén noi chuyén véi anh va
khéng mudn thdng bao chuyén gi da xay ra ké&o anh sbt
rudt. Cling chwa chac hém nay téi da gdp dwoc Ryan, vi ¢
thé anh sé rat mét mai.
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HAm nay ca Helen va Mei déu khéng thay vui vé. V&i Helen
t6i c6 cam giac nhw cb ta da biét viéc Ronie noéi chuyén voi
t6i hay sao vay, cai nay goi la "co tat giat minh" day ma.
Con ba Mei thi nhin clr du sau va lanh lung sao vay. Toi
khéng biét day 1a do tdi suy doan vi "biét chuyén" hay 1a ho
c6 van dé nhu thé that.

Thé rbi, ba Mei tién t&i hoi toi:
- You met my daughters? Sheryl, and Lavender? (C6 da
gap cac con téi rdi a? Sheryl va Lavender?)

That kho x&, voi Sheryl thi khong sao, nhung Lavender c6
dan rbi, nhwng cha biét sao, t6i danh phai noi that.

- Yes i did, both of them. Billy introduced them to me.
(Vang, t6i da gap ca hai. Billy gi&i thiéu ho v&i t6i)

- When? (Khi nao?)

- Just several days ago (Vai ngay trwéc day).

- You met both of them? (C6 gap ca hai dra?)

- No, separately (Khéng, ttrng ngudi mét).

- How? (Nhw thé nao)

- Just having dinner with Sheryl and a lunch with Lavender
(t6i cat di mét budi an toi vai Lavender) (Chi la mét bira toi
v@i Sheryl va mét bira trwva véi Lavender).

- It was all Billy to take them to see you? (Péu la Billy dwa
chung dén gap cb a?)

- Yes, they are so lovely. Especially Lavender, she's very
very beautiful. (Vang, ho rat de thwong. bac biét la
Lavender, c6 ay that xinh dep)

- Lavender was going alone? (Lavender di mét minh a?)
- She's with Billy (C& &y di cung Billy).
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- Thank you, but would you mind stop meeting them? (Cam
on, nhuwng liéu cb co thé khdng gap chung nira khéng?)

Oi, mot dé nghi hoi "choang vang". Ldc do t6i co cam giac
nhw minh vtra lam viéc gi do t6i 16i to Ion lam (cho du chua
biet do la 16i gi), va bat dau thay Mei nhw c6 vé gi dé that
lap di.

Helen xin so di dong cua toi. Téi thay lo lo néu co ta cling
thay so6 dién thoai nay trong cell cua...Ronie. Tdi cho Ronie
dé anh ta d& goi vé nha lam phién gia dinh.

Ryan goi dién, anh ndi anh sé vé t&i New York ltc 6h va sé
qua spa don t6i. Thé thoéi la téi mirng ron, quén ca sy phien
phirc ba Mei vira dem t&i. Danh & lai spa dén 6h vay.

Téi thdy Ronie khéng qua don Helen nira. Helen vé mét
minh, T6i hdi Helen tra 1 trdng khéng 1a vi Ronie ban. Moi
nguwoi that la u am.

Ryan qua dén, khuén mat anh vé cung mét mdi va hang
rau rat sdm mau. T6i bdo Ryan dirng dirng xe trwdc civa
tiém ma ra xa mdt chut vi khdng mubn ba Mei va may
nguwoi trong dé ban tam.

- Oh, you look so tired. You've been driving long? How's
everything? (Trong anh that mét moi! Anh phai lai xe rat xa
phai khdng? Moi chuyén thé nao rdi?). Nhin Ryan cua téi
that dang thuwong

- Everything is good, how are you? You missed me? (On ca
thoi, em thé nao roi, em cé nhé anh khdng?)

- Yes, a lot, of course i did. Still missipg you now, even
when you are here (Tat nhién la cé. Va van nhé ngay ca khi
anh dang & ngay day).

Va nhu thuong 18, Ryan kéo t6i lai gan va can vao tai, hit
lén mai téc. Am ap va diu dang. Néu t6i ngdi bén kia, co6 the
anh sé nhin thay vét thuwong dang bi téc che pha!
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Ryan néi rang anh da quyét dinh chuyé&n noi lam viéc roi,
mac du hoi xa néu phai di tlr trwdng so véi noi cii, nhuwng
thodi mai hon nhiéu va khéng day dwa véi Garbriel niva.
Oh, c6 1& ly do nang ta phat dién 1a vi thé nay day.

Chung téi vao quan Mexico, lai an salad Mexico du luc do
t6i khong thay ngon I&m. Téi thdy Ryan rat mét méi va
khoéng dwoc vui. Toi gac lai chuyén vé Garbriel, Ic nay anh
can dwoc nghi ngoi va thanh than. Thé réi, anh dé nghi, hai
dira sé& dén ngon hai dang trén dao nhé. Téi gat dau, va ndi
rang, anh cing nén nghi s&m vi qua mét.

Hém nay trén dao van day swong, khdng khi c6 4m ap hon
ddi chut. Chung téi hau nhw khéng néi chuyén gi v&i nhau
subt dworng di. Cé thé vi Ryan mét, vi anh dang cé chuyén
chwa dwoc gidi quyét, trwe quan cla t6i mach bdo nhw vay.
Téi rAt mudn hdi: "What's going on Ryan? what's wrong?"
(C6 chuyén gi phién phirc vay Ryan?). Nhwng nhiéu loi sé
la vé duyén.

Ryan lai dirng xe va ngdm ngon hai dang qua tAm kinh. Ri
anh noéi:

"Can | kiss you now? Can i?" (Anh c6 thé hén em bay gi®
dwoc khdong?)

"Hey, I've never been kissed" (Oi, em chwa bao gi® hon ca)

Khéng cé cau tra 1&i, chi c6 mdt ci xoay ngudi bat ngd.
Anh kéo t6i vé phia anh, dat 1én mai t6i moét nu hén dau tién
cua cudc doi. Nhirng gi téi con nhé lai, d6 la mot cam giac
rat...ky ky, nhw mét cu sbc vay, chwa kip phan &ng, chua
kip san sang. Ca ngwdi néng ran, va nin thd. Mot nu hén
ra4t A&m nong va ndng nan.

Hey, thé da Ia tinh yéu chwa? Néu téi c6 noi véi ai rang toi
chwa hén ai bao gid, thi la t6i noi dbi day!

Twa dau trén vai anh, tdi cling ngam ngon hai dang. Hey
Ryan, t6i sé vé tang anh ngon hai dang nay. Va dé la birc
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tranh dep nhat ma toi da tirng vé!
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Phan 24

Ryan cho téi sb dién thoai ctia Hugo, anh chang danh tréng
trong ban nhac. Anh chang t6i 4n twong nhéat va ciing 1a
ngwdi gan giii nhat véi Ryan. Ryan mudn méi 1an téi goi
dién cho anh khéng dwoc hodc néu téi co van dé gi gap ma
khéng gap duwoc anh thi t6i sé goi cho Hugo. T6i cling dw
dinh goi dién cho Garbriel d& noi chuyén riéng véi ¢ ta.

Ronie hau nhw tdi ndo ciing goi dién cho toi. Téi da cé cam
tinh hon va bat du néi chuyén lai, du sao t6i cdm nhan
dwoc su that Iong va cb6 don cua Ronie, hon ca, téi co sw
thwong hai, va nguoi ta d& dang dén véi nhau hon bdi tinh
thwong.

Ldc nay troi dang la mua xuan, trén Washington DC da bat
dau c6 hoa dao. May nguwdi ban cda téi & hoc vién ciing da
sang t&i noi va dang thi Luat trén dé. Ho goi cho t6i va noi
rang thi xong s& xuéng New York choi va dé& nghj t6i lam
"tiép vién du lich". Hoang Anh, cé ban cung I&p cla t6i co
goi dién cho téi dam ba lan, t6i bdo xuéng NY choi téi sé
dan moi nguoi di choi. That may dang hém cé ddan xubng
New York thi ca nha t6i lai Ién Washington xem hoa dao,
nén tha hé cho ca hdi bu kha, t6i goi cd Hanh xudng ngu
cung cho vui.

C6 1& cling hoi ich ky nén t6i khdng mubn gidi thiéu Ryan
cla t6i cho moi nguwdi, va lai, anh ciing rat ban chwa chac
da di dwoc. Téi chot nghi téi Ronie, t6i héi Ronie xem anh
ta c6 mudn di choi véi may nguoi ban tr Viét Nam sang
cla t6i hay khdng? Va Ronie da mirng quynh, vi thir nhét,
lan dau tién toi ra anh ta di choi, vi thi hai, t6i da thé hién
sy quy mén va tin twéng Ronie hon. Cai nay c6 18 ciing la
mot kiéu "muwa dam lau ngay ciing thAm".
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H6m 4y, sau khi 16i cac ban di trong vong mot ngay tat ca
nhirng noi cé thé, t ra South Ferry ngdm twong than tw
do, ra Central Park chup anh, ra Wall Street, Times Square
va cho t&i shopping & cho Tau. Téi gior an téi, t6i goi cho
Ronie, anh ta hoc tdc bat tau tir trén Harlem xudng cho Tau
(4 2 dau cia Manhattan). Ronie néi rang hém nay anh
chang sé khao tat ca bon t6i bira téi nhwng hién nhién |3 toi
khéng déng y, b&i vi anh ta khao xong rdi thi hdm sau thé
nao cling khédng mét déng dinh tui. Chang téi vao an &
quan &n noi Billy va Sheryl da dan tdi dén. Moi ngudi rat
chd y t&i Ronie, vi anh chang tréng rat dac biét, 4n twong
va khéng phd nhan la dep trai. Tdi néi rang Ronie cé thé
thé hién nhw anh ta |a ban trai cla tdi v&i cac ban. Hom
d4y, trén tau vé, Ronie con ngdi stra lai cai khan trén cb toi
va nhin tdi bang déi mat "dam dudi”, khién cac ban cir gat
gu. Va thé 1a, khi vé Viét Nam, tat ca chi biét rang t6i cé mot
anh ban trai rat dep trai lai TAy Ban Nha, ho van twéng thé
cho t&i tan bay gior, khi c6 ngwdi van hoi toi: "Con la ban
gai ctia Ronie hay khong?"

Lavender van hay goi dién cho t6i, cd gai té ra rat quy mén
va lwu luyén tdi. C6 hém goi dién hoi toi vé két hop mot
chiéc vay mau vang véi mot cai 4o mau tim thi tréng co
hop Iy hay khéng, c6 hédm goi dién chi dé& chuc t6i ngl
ngon, diu dang y nhw...Ryan vay. Va néi rang tdi chuan bi
tinh than dé gap mat ban trai Josh ctia c6 day nhé. Toi chot
nh& t&i I&i ba Mei, chang viéc gi t6i phai khéng choi véi
mot cé gai dang yéu nhw thé chi vi ba 4y ca. Tai rat mubn
héi Billy that nhiéu vé gia dinh cta Lavender, nhung duwéng
nhw do 1a mét viéc qua té nhj hay sao ay.

"Lavender va me khong get along (hoa hop) dung khong
Billy?" "R4t tdi t&". "Em noi nhé, ba Mei khéng mubn em
choi v&i Lavender, em khéng biét 1a vi sao niva, em ngai
qua". "Em ct choi, ké ba 4y, em khong nai thi ai biét dau?".
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Billy néi rang anh y&u quy Lavender nhw ¢d em gai nhd va
rat mudn téi choi than véi cd 4y, rang t6i sé la mot co ban
tuyét voi cho Lavender. "Khéng ré em ¢ chiu ndi con nhé
khong? Nhwng nhé cting dang thuwong ldm dé". Toi noi
rang Lavender khéng co van dé gi ma t6i lai khéng chiu ndi
ca va chwa biét vi sao cd 4y 1a "dang thwong"."Thé em va
ban trai cia em dao nay thé nao?" "Da, binh thuéng théi,
chwa c6 gi ca!". Téi hiéu, Billy van rat quan tam ngam
ngam dén chuyén cla toi.

Toi quyét dinh s& néi chuyén véi Garbriel dé chdm dut tinh
trang khé chju nay. Nhwng t6i khéng c6 s, tdi goi cho Hugo
nhwng anh ta ciing khéng cé sb, con xin sb ctia Ryan thi
that 14 kho, vi chac chan Ryan sé khéng cho. Ryan néi voi
t6i rang t6i quén han Garbriel di, co ta gior sé khong con 1a
tr& ngai gilra t6i va anh nira. Thwc ra vi téi cling chwa noi
cho anh biét vu Garbriel da t&i tiém nail gay tai nan cho téi,
cling khéng han vi tdi c6 Iong "vi tha" gi, ma bdi vi toi
khéng mudn Ryan phai thém lo I&ng. Luc nay anh di hoc, di
lam rat vat va, va mot tudn phai danh hau hét cac bubi téi
dé 1&n dao gap toi, anh con ban nhac cta minh nira. Viéc
chuyén chd lam c6 |1& khién anh mét rat nhiéu thoi gian va
strc lwe. Téi cdm thay 4y nay. That la khi két thuc cu dién
cla téi v&i Hugo, anh ta héi, giong trdam trdm: "Does Ryan
show you that he loves you? And you love him too? Yeah?"
(Ryan da néi cau &y yéu em rdi phai khdng? Em c6 yéu cau
ay khéng?)."Sure, pretty much, why you ask me that?"
(Vang, tai sao anh hdi em nhuw thé?). "Oh, that's good, I'm
glad" (O, thé thi hay qua, anh rat mirng). Toi phi cwdi vi t
"glad", tai sao anh ta phai glad vi chung t6i yéu nhau?

Qua that, Garbriel lai goi dién t¢i tiém nail, t6i dan Billy cho
co ta sb cua téi nhung chang hiéu sao Billy khéng chju, ma
dién thoai thi t6i khéng dwoc nghe dé néi. Cubi cung, toi
nght, t6i sé t&i phong nha khoa cua Garbriel, du sao, gia st
nhw Ryan va ho da tirng yéu nhau, thi bay gi& c6 ta dang
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hén vé cung dau khd, t6i mubn biét rd ngon nganh, toi
mudn biét co thwe sy vi tdi ma Ryan "da" cé ta hay khéng?
Néu vay thi phai xem xét lai. Xin khéi tiém nail vé sém, téi
di ngwoc lai t&i phong nha khoa trén cai dai 16 3 4y. Vira lac
Garbriel m& ctra di vé, tdi di ddng sau mot doan, dw dinh sé
goi ¢6 ta. Luc do, trén dwong cé moét 6ng gia an xin dang |é
|&t tivng bwdc mat, rdi bat ngd 6ng ta nga rAm xubng dét vi
dwong qua tron, trdng vé cung dang thwong, nhung diéu
t6i khong ngo t¢i, do la cach cw xtr cua Garbriel. C6 ta lao
t&i d& ngudi dan 6ng day rat nhiét tinh khéng ngai ban thiu
va bbéc mui, réi 16i dng ta vao bén trong via hé, hdi han xem
éng ta cé 1am sao khéng, va rat mét it tién ra cho 6ng gia.
Lac quay dau lai, Garbriel da nhin thay toi, cé ta thoang bbi
rdi, nhwng that sy hanh déng &y cha Garbriel khién rat
nhiéu dinh kién va suy nghi cta t6i vé cd 4y trong dau da
gidm di gan hét, t6i da nhin Garbriel v&i con mat khac,
khéng han 1a mot c6 gai xau xa nhw t6i da tirng nghi. Toi
cling t&i bén canh Garbriel va tdng 6ng t& 5$ it 6i tién tips
vé nail cua t6i ngay hdém do, é6ng gia lubn miéng: "Oh god,
God bless you girls, god bless you" (Chua ban phwéc cho
cac c@!) Toi chot nh¢ vi sao mét nguwdi ghé gém nhw
Garbriel van dwgc ban nhac va Ryan quan tam va choi véi,
"she's nice sometimes" (C6 &y thi thodng ciing tbt), t6i nh&
ai doé trong ban nhac da néi nhw vay.

"Oh, so you come to me today, are you begging me for
forgivenesss or what?" (O, cd dén gap tdi hém nay dé xin
duwoc tha thr ha?). Lai cai giong dang ghét khién toi lai
thoang gon buwc minh. "No, can we talk?" (Khéng, chung ta
c6 thé néi chuyén dwoc khong?). "Oh, so you want to talk
today huh? Only one thing, Ryan IS MY BOYFRIEND,
that's it, he's coming back here, and hey, you might saw
what | did to that old man but lets make it clear, I'm not that
type of kind-hearted!" (C& mudn néi chuyén gi? Chi cé mét
diéu théi, Ryan 1a ban trai cla ti, anh ay sé quay lai day,
va nay, co vira nhin thay nhirng gi t6i lam v&i 6ng gia kia
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nhwng quén no di, toi khdng phai loai nguwoi co long tot
dau). Toi thay thai d6 cua Garbriel that kho hieu. Vira phut
trwde toi thay cd ta that tir t€ nhwng khi m& mom noi voi
toi, co ta co6 giong ndi va anh mat cua quy dir vay. Garbriel
bd di ngay sau do, t6i chwa kip noi gi hét. N6i chung, trong
Iong ciing réi boi!

Sang chi nhat, dang & tiém nail, Ronie goi dién cho t6i:

- H6m nay gi®é me anh, anh chang c6 ai than thuéc ca, em
c6 thé gitp anh lam cai gi 6 giup anh gié me khéng?

- Ua, anh néi voi gia dinh Helen di, ho sé giup anh lam
mam gidé me ma?

- Khéng cé dau, ho ban 1dm, anh khéng mudn ho cing me
anh. Em giup anh nhé.

- Troi, sao lai la em, hay la em hwéng dan anh mua vai thi
& cho rdi anh cung nhé.

- Khéng, anh khéng muén cé6 don mét minh cing me,
nhwng anh ciing khéng muén nhirng nguwdi anh khong
thich t&i cing me. Em 1a nguoi tét, anh chi tin twéng moi
em, em cung cung me v&i anh nhé?

T&i noi rang dé xem, t6i s& suy nghi. Tai thay ngai, vi néu
cung, t6i lai phai xin nghi sém, va dén nha riéng cda Ronie,
& tan bén Brooklyn, nhw thé thi that la...nguy hiém. Nhwng
anh ta ciing that 1a dang thwong quéa di. Gan chiéu, Ronie
lai goi dién khan thiét, va khi anh ta nac |&n khoc trén dién
thoai thi t6i thwe sw mui long, cé thé dip khac twr chdi,
nhwng tlr chdi khi mot nguoi khdn khoan muébn cung me
minh thi ¢6 1& hoi nhan tam. T6i déng y, nhwng t6i ra "diéu
kién": Téi sé khéng vao phong riéng cua anh ta dau, tbi sé
gilp mua it x6i va con ga & cho Tau, t&i thdp huwong réi vé
théi. Ronie bao dirng lo, vi anh ta & tro cung mét gia dinh
ngwoi Hoa, chir khéng phai & mét minh. Ronie ndi sé ra
cho t6i & tiém nail.
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Lau tdi ma&i dé y, di tau sang Brooklyn, s& cé mét doan qua
cau, rat dep, t6i say swa ngam khung canh hai bén dwong
lic tau qua va trwde khi tau chui lai vao trong 1dng déat. Toi
ngam khung canh hai bén thi Ronie cling ngam téi ca budi.
Anh chang lai ké& & vé nhitng ngay xa xwa, t6i thdy Ronie
rat yéu me.

Chung t6i mua moét con ga, mét it xbi va mét it hoa qua.
Ronie néi rang anh ta c6 ban thd & nha, t6i sé giup bay
mam. Can phong tro cia Ronie 1a tAng hdm trong mét ngoi
nha cta mét gia dinh nguoi Hoa. Qua that cling yén tam vi
bwéc vao trong tang ham da thay may ong gia ngoi danh
c& say swa am T & do. Téi chao may éng gia, chang &
khéng vao bén trong, d& bay mam cung? Phong Ronie nhé
ti teo va rat bi, blra bdn, vira dd mét cai giwdng, mot cai
ban th® , mét cai tivi va mot b dan. Téi khéng biét me cla
Ronie nhwng t6i cling dirng chap tay va chdc ba phu ho
cho dira con trai cd don clia ba dwoc binh an. T6i xin veé,
nhwng Ronie gil t6i lai va noéi rdng mudn cho t6i xem &nh
gia dinh ctia Ronie ngay xwa. Kha nhiéu anh, tdi ngdi xem
moét luc.

Thé rdi, Ronie hdi: "Em ¢6 ban trai rdi dung khéng?". "Sao
anh biét?". "Anh da thy hai ngwdi di véi nhau rat nhiéu
lan!". "R4t nhiéu 1an co 4? Anh theo d&i bon em a?". "Anh
khéng theo ddi bon em, anh rat hay d& y em, anh biét vay
théi, anh ta dep trai day". "Vang, cdm on anh, ciing chwa
noi trwdc dwoc diéu gi". "Em yéu anh day 1&m dung khéng,
chéc khéng con co hoi cho ké khac niva?". "Cl& cho la nhw
vay di, em rat yéu anh ay!". Toi thdy Ronie mat t6i sdm lai
va khong vui chut nao. "Con anh thi chwa bao gi& yéu
Helen ca, chwa bao gi& hét, mac du da rat cd gang!!!"
"Ciing dirng tw ép budc minh néu anh khéng thoai mai!".

Ronie bat ngo dirng day dong ctra khién t6i ring minh. Va
anh ta lao vé phia t6i, dé nghién t6i ra giwvong...!
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Phan 25

Ronie khién tdi nghet thé vi anh ta qua bao liét, tim di moi
cach dé hén dwoc t6i. Toi cling tim dd moi cach dé anh ta
khéong héon duoc toi, toi thét 1én: "Bé ra, mau Ién". Nhwng
Ronie dwéng nhw dang Ién con dién vay. Ronie rat khée va
t6i cling phai cd gang chéng cw rat quyét liét. Cudi cung, toi
dung chiéu cudi cung, dé la dap va...tat that lwc. Toi dap
tung tde tan loan, va gan nhv Ronie dap dau vang vao
twong. Nhirng gi sau d6 toi nhin thay, d6 14 Ronie guc mat
xudng, tay ém lay mat, va nhirng giot mau dang ri ri tr khde
miéng, anh ta da bj t6i dap cho chay c& mau moém!

Moi viéc dwng lai, phat hién ra nhirng giot mau co6 1€ da
khién Ronie "tinh con" thi phai. Anh ta v&i tay lay cudn gidy
ngay dau giwdng va lau miéng. Sau do rdi lan dung
ra...cwdi nhuw dién. Luc dé tdi van chwa qua con thang thét,
ca ngwoi run Ién va néng ran, anh ta vira lan ra téi lai da
cho anh ta mét phat c&» nhw thé Ronie co thé lai lao lai vao
t6i mot 1an nira. Ronie thét 1&én: "Trdi oi, sao em dir qua
vay, em di¥ qua day, troi oi, ghé so qud, anh thua em roil".
Khéng noi thém cau nao, t6i dirng day mé& clra di ra ngay,
nhwng chang hiéu sao canh clra t6i chwa biét cach mé né
cl i ra. Ronie dirng day, khoac ao, dirng vai trwdc anh me
ba cai rd6i m& clra cho toi. Téi slra lai dau téc roéi vac mot bo
mét lanh ltng ra khéi phong, dé phong may 6ng gia dénh
co to mo vi vira nghe thay "tiéng dong la". Nhung cung
that, vi ho van say swa am 7 cha quan tam gi ca, co mot
6ng ngudc 1én nhin téi rat nhanh réi cui xudng choi tiép.
Ronie chay theo t4i.

"Nay, em, ndy, em, anh xin 16i nha, anh xin 16i, anh xin em
day, anh khong kiéem ché duwgc, anh chi mudn hén em ma
thoi".
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T6i méc ké va di rat nhanh vé phia bén tau (cling phai dén
gan chuc con phd), troi kha lanh va gid. Téi cdm thay nhw
minh bi Itra vay, vira di nhw ma dudi vira tw nha, may qua,
chwa co6 chuyén gi xay ra, cé chuyén gi, tdi dén chét mat!

T6i m& di dong va goi dién cho Ryan xem anh dang & dau,
lic nay tdi cdm thady minh cAn mét nguwdi dé bao vé. Ronie
chay theo ngay sat, t6i dirng khwng lai ngan Ronie va ndéi:
"I'm calling my boyfriend, leave me alone, go home!" (T6i
dang goi cho ban trai t6i, dé téi yén, vé di).

"Where are you Ryan?" (Anh dang & dau thé Ryan?)

"I'm with my band, where are you calling? I'll meet you later
okie?" (Anh dang & cho ban nhac, em dang goi & dau the?
Lat anh gap em nhé!)

"OKII'
Téi nghe thay yén tdm hon khi biét anh sé 1&8n d&o gap t6i.

T6i goi dién cho Lavender, khong thdy cé &y nhac may.
Thuce sw lic nay t6i mong c6 mot ngudi dé néi chuyén dién
thoai. Luc nay Hanh cé 1& di hoc ciing chwa vé. Tai quyét
dinh méc ké, diéu can thiét la nhanh chéng 1én tau di vé.
Ronie van di I&ng nhang dang sau, t6i thay phién phirc qua
thé. Cam giac that kho chiju va toi té, qua la mot bai hoc
I&n. Toi thdm thia vé clng vi sw ¢ tin clia minh!

Tau bén Brooklyn 13 trén mé&t dat, phai mét Iic sau ndé maéi
xudng long dat, vay nén van c6 séng di dong. Trong luc
dirng & bén tau, t6i dirng cach xa Ronie va tay lam lam cai
dién thoai. Va dién thoai kéu, Ryan goi: "Hey, I'll meet you
at 10, that's too late for you? Are you on the island now?"
(Anh s& gap em luc 10h, c6 mudn qua khéng? Em van
dang & trén dao ch?). "I'm on my way home, sure at 10"
(Em dang trén dwong vé nha, 10h nhé). "Everything is
OK?" (Moi chuyén én ca ch&?). "Totally" (Hau nhw vay).
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T6i goi lai cho Lavender, chudng reo, va ngu®i nhdc may
khéng phai la Lavender, la ba Mei, t6i thét ca tim

"Yes, you are Kin?" (C6 la Kin?)

"Oh, I'm sorry, just call to ask something urgent" (O, t6i xin
16i, t6i chi goi dé hai vai thr can thiét thoi)

"This is your number?" (Day la sb cltia co a?)

"Yes, my number" (Vang)

"Well, Lavender is very busy at the moment and she's not
willing to take the phone, | hope you understand? Thank
you very much for calling but stop bothering her!" (Lavender
rat ban va né ciing khong san sang dé nghe dién thoai dau,
t6i hi vong la cé hiédu? Cam on vi da goi nhwng dirng lam
phién né nira!)

Ba ta dap may rat nhanh, giong néi cwc ky lanh lung.

Téi cAm thay that nghiém trong, dot nhién, moi thir tré nén
that t6i tam. Roi t6i sé khong hiéu sao d& dén spa ma
khéng bi "trt tm" day, du sao ba Mei da rat tot voi toi. Toi
m&i chi hoc dwgc mét vai "ngén nghé" va ciing c¢d nhirng
khach hang dau tién ctia minh, hau hét |a cac cd bé tudi
teen con nha giau hoac nhirng phu nir da mau trung Ilwu.
Bay gi® bi ba 4y gian khéng cho hoc nira thi sé la mét diéu
dang tiéc to I&n. Téi cdm thay vo cung lo 1ang!

HAém day gap Ryan, t6i cdm thiy long minh &m ap hon, va
t6i cling tinh tdo nhanh chéng, khéng dé 16 cho anh biét téi
vira gap chuyén. Ryan cadm dén cho t6i mét hinh ¢ gai da
dd bang dat, noi rang d6 la moén qua cta mdt nguwdi ban
Chile vira tdng, Ryan mudn ting cho ti, anh goi t6i la
Pocahontas. Téi giat minh, ngay nhd, c6 mét thang bé
ngwoi My goi t6i la Pocahontas, va dé tré thanh biét danh
ngd nghinh cla tdi mot thdi gian. Toi rat vui va néi rang anh
goi téi la Pocahontas nhé? "Of course, she has the most
beautiful eyes that | have ever seen" (T4t nhién roi, cé ay
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c6 mot ddi mat tuyét dep). "Beautiful and painful?" "So
painful, so beautiful". Ryan rat thich hén 1&n d6i mat cda toi,
va sau dé can Ién tai rdi hit hit mai toc. Rat ngot ngao, cdm
giac binh yén!

"Hey, would you like to go to Long Island for a picnic this
Sunday?" (A, em cé muén di picnic & Long Island vao Chu
nhat nay khong?)

"Picnic, in this weather?" (Pic nic, vao thoi tiét nay?)
"Why not?" (Tai sao khdng?)
IIOKII

Vay la tdi sé dwoc di picnic. Lai phai xin Billy nghi th6i. Hom
sau t6i dén tiém va ndi véi anh Vvé viéc toi bi ba Mei bat gap
khi goi dién cho Lavender, va rang t6i rat lo l&ng néu ba &y
khéng cho t6i hoc nghé niva. Billy thoang nghi ngoi va néi:
"Khéng sao dau em, ba &y khoéng lam gi em dau, em c di
lam di, du sao cling can than nhé!" Téi cdm thay bdt u am
hon va thAdm cadm on Billy, t6i tin anh d0 kha nang dé thuyét
phuc ba Mei gilr t6i & lai.

Ronie lién tuc goi dién cho t6i nhwng dwt khoat tdi khéng
nghe may. Cudi cung, anh ta d& cho t6i mét cai voice
message: "Anh xin 16i em, anh vé cung hdi han, néu khéng
duwoc gap em nira c6 18 anh sé di biét x&¢ khdi chén nay,
anh khéng c6 y muén hai em, anh chi muén dwoc hén em
ma thoi, xin em nhac may dé nghe anh néi". Téi phi cwdi vi
tin nhan, tdi biét anh ta cling khédng dam lam gi qua dang
cd, nhung t6i thAy minh bi tén thwong long tin. Dan éng,
sbng mot minh, cling kho tranh khai thiéu kiém ché!

TGi xin Billy nghi ngay chu nhat tiv bay gio, anh thd dai va
dong y. Ngay mai t6i sé phai xudng tiém spa. Nghi t&i vay
da thay &n vé cung.

12h dém, cell cla tdi réo am 1, toi dang xem tivi d&. Sé cua
Lavender, t6i hoi chon chon, khdng hiéu c6 phai ba Mei goi
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hay khéng nira, nhung toi van nhac may vi co thé 1a co
nang thi sao. Tieng cua Lavender, hoang hot, va nhw dang
khoc:

"Hey, where are you? Damn, | hate this f'cking life, can you
help me? Please? Hell life is shit, help me, only you can
help me, please, god damn it, please please...STOP IT,
LEAVE ME ALONE, OPEN THIS F'CKING DOOR.....F'CK
YOU!" (Chj dang & dau? Em cam ghét cai cudc sbéng nay,
chi co6 thé giup em khéng? Lam on di, cudc séng dia nguc
nay, chi cé chj giup dwoc em théi... Dirng lai di, dé t6i yén,
mé canh ctra ché chét nay ra...)

Lavender tudn ra mét trang rdi thét Ién nhw vay, réi cd gai
khoc nire né.

Toi khong thot 1én dwec gi, 6 ay dang chivi ai vay? Ba Mei
w? That toi t8! Chuyén gi day?
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Phan 26

Nghe Lavender gao thét mét hdi, lic sau t6i méi thbt Ién
dwoc: "What's going on Lavender? Are you OK? How can |
help you? Something is wrong? Calm down, calm down and
tell me" (C6 chuyén gi thé Lavender? Cé 6n khéng? Téi c6
thé gitp gi dwoc cd? Cé chuyén gi t6i t& vay? Binh tinh
nao, binh tinh nadi cho t6i nghe nao!)

- "Mei, she's killipg me, can't take it, can't take it" (Mei dinh
giet em, dirng dé chuyén do xay ra) Theo sau la tieng dap
nhw tieng dap ctra thinh thinh day thinh né.

- "You want me to call Billy?" (C6 c6 muén tdi goi cho Billy
khong?)

- "He can't help, nobody can' help, I'm sorry I'm sorry" (Anh
éﬂy khéng giup dwgc gi dau, khdong ai giup gi dwoc, em xin
1Gi)

R6i Lavender dap may. Téi goi lai nhwng may da tat. T6i rat
lo I&ng va goi dién cho Billy, mét héi anh maéi nhac, chic do
da ngu. "Troi, dir vay sao, théi dwoc, em ngu di, dirng lo,
anh sé ndi chuyén véi ba Mei, khong cé chuyén gi dau."
Billy d& lam t6i yén tdm hon, nhwng qua la dang c6 rat
nhiéu chuyén xay dén, things all seem so restless!

Téi cling chd ngl dwoc. Toi nghi rat nhiéu, t6i nghi vé
Ronie, vé& Lavender, vé Billy, vé Gabriel, v& ba Mei, vé
Ryan, cugc doi t6i chwa bao gid gap phai nhiéu con nguoi
ky la d@én nhw vay. Ty an Ui téi dang séng trong moét thé gioi
khéac thé gidi quen thudc ctia minh, va cé thé cai thé gidi ay
v&i t6i la ky la, nhwng dé la céi cach binh thwérng ma thé
gi&i &y né dién ra nhw thé.

RAt mét mdi nhwng t6i khéng bao gi& dam xin nghi & spa.
Sang day téi dén véi mot vé mét mdi va cdm thay trong
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long rat den tbi. Toi cling thay ngai ngan néu phai giap mat
véi ba Mei, khéng hiéu chuy&n cai nhau hém qua cé lién
quan gi dén t6i khong. That budn cudi, tr ngay t6i choi voi
Lavender, luc nao t6i cling nghi minh dang gay ra moét toi gi
rat Ion véi co Ay, tdi gi thi t6i khéng tai nao nan né thanh
mot diéu gi hiru hinh dwoc.

C6 1é dung c6 chuyén, vi ba Mei hédm nay xin nghi. Thay
vao do 1a Sheryl dirng gidi quyét cdng viéc cda tiém. Sheryl
nhin t6i di vao tiém ma khéng néi mét cau nao, lanh bang.
May ngudi 1am trong tiém cé mim cw®i nhin t6i, Helen ciing
nhin t6i cwdi, tdi thiy t6i nghiép cho cd gai 4y. Chang doi
dwoc dén trwa la toi da ra ngoai goi dién cho Billy hdi xem
moi chuyén thé nao. Billy néi rang anh dang & nha ba Mei
va sé goi dién cho téi sau. Luc nay diéu sang stia duy nhat
t6i dang tw cdm nhan dwoc d& an Gi minh, doé la budi di
picnic v&i Ryan vao chu nhat. Bay gi& Ryan dang & kha xa,
tan bén Brooklyn, di lam, mac du méi chi la thwc tap, that
véat va, sao hém day téi thdy nhé Ryan nhu thé chir.

Helen hadi t6i c6 chuyén gi, tai sao toi trong t6i mét mai va it
cwdi néi hon moi khi nhw vay. Téi rat muén héi Helen rang,
cd ta co biét ngay gié cia me Ronie hém no hay khéng?
Chéng 1& yéu nhau ma khong biét ngay gid ciia me nguoi
yéu? Nhung sau do thi sao, ¢d 4y sé& ngac nhién vi lam sao
toi lai biét. Chan that, dén chét vi cai bénh td mo, tét nhat 1a
khéng nén hdi.

M6i lan thay u am tdi lai nhé téi 6ng gia ven séng, mdt cadm
giac rat thanh than méi 1an nho t¢i 6ng dy. T6i dw dinh néu
hém nay co vé thi sé di ven séng nhw moi khi, va neu gap
dwoc 6ng ay thi sé la tuyét voil Toi cing mong tro am ap
hon dé cé thé luc ndo d6 ra ngdi ngdm ngon hai dang dé vé
mon qua bi mat tang Ryan that nhanh.

Hom nay t6i da nhan thay mét sy thay doi r6 rét trén nhirng
hang cay ven duwong. Toi con nhé tuan trwéce chung tro trui
va chi lam cham xanh, hdm nay da ra dang nhirng hang
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cay thue sw co sirc sdng, 14 moc & tat cd moi canh, mot vai
cay ra nhirng béng hoa rat la va dep. Téi dang nghi t&i viéc
sé ri Ryan vao trong Central Park ngdm khoanh khac sang
mua tuyét dep nay. Bdng nhién Ryan goi dién ding nhirng
khodng khac mo mang ay: "Hi my beautiful girl? What are
you doing? Do you know something? | happened to see a
very beautiful flower blooming just in front of my office, it
reminds me of your beautiful eyes, how | miss you, | miss
you" (Chao c6 gai xinh dep cuda anh, em dang lam gi vay,
anh vira nhin thdy moét béng hoa rat dep n& phia truwéc s&
lam, né khién anh nghi dén déi mat dep ctia em, anh nh&
em biét bao!) . Va thé la t6i chady nwdc mat, that ky la, anh
c6 biét rang tdi cling dang nhin thdy hoa n& va t6i ciing
dang nght dén anh? Cai day goi la gi? D4y Ia tinh yéu dung
khong? That la ky diéu!

Tré vé nha, ven séng, tim éng gia. Troi da t0| 6ng gia cua
t6i khong viét dwoc nira ma dang ngdi ngdm nhin mot
Manhattan dang Ién dén trong swong mé. Vira nhin thiy
t6i, 6ng da cham tay lén nguc, ra chiéu rat xic déng ct
nhw ca thang méi dwoc gap téi. "You look tired today my
girl, everything is OK? How's the thing going?" (Trébng cé
mét mai qua cd gai, moi chuyén &n ca ch?). "Not so good
at all, weird things happen around, I'm stuck in a swamp"
(Khéng 6n 1&m, cé nhixng chuyén ky quai dang xay ra va
chau bj mac ket trong cai dam lay nay roi). "Haha, life ain't
sweet at all right? Life, fight, it ain't easy!" (Haha, cudc séng
khong phai Iic nao cling ngot ngao phai khéng? Song la
d4u tranh, diéu dé 1a khéng dé dang gi). Téi cwdi va ndm
tay. "Yeah, fight". "Things with your beautiful boy friend is all
right?" (Chuyén véi cau ban dep trai cia c¢d van 6n ca
chr?). "Perfectly, he's the one pulling me out of the swamp
at the moment" (Vang, tét a, anh 4y la nguoi kéo chau ra
khéi cai dam lay nay day a). "Oh, I'm glad" (O, t6i rat
mung). Téi phi cwoi, lai tr "glad" cia Hugo, tai sao moi
nguw&i c phai glad vi Ryan yéu t6i nhi?
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Toi tam sw v&i 6ng gia rang, tdi chwa bao gi gap nhiéu
chuyén ky la nhw vay, t6i tham chi k& ca chuyén "dai dot"
da mo dén nha Ronie ra sao va da hoang so thé ndo. "Oh,
Lord, don't be silly that way next time OK? But you're brave
girl, yeah, yeah!" (Chua oi, dirng ngbc nghéch nhw vay nira
nhé? Nhung co la moét c6 gai diing cam do). B4t ngo sb
dién thoai ctia Lavender nhap nhay, téi voi va xin phép 6ng
gia dé nghe may. Lavender hdi t6i dang & dau va muon gap
t6i. T6i ndi rdng minh dang & trén dao Roosevelt, néu co Ay
mudn c6 4y co thé di tau F 1én dao va t6i sé ra don.
Lavender hen t6i ra don trong vong nira tiéng niva. Téi hdi
éng gia, 6ng cé mudn nhin thdy mét cd gai con dep hon ca
t6i hay khéng? M6t c¢d gai Trung Qudc cd ngudn gbc hoang
tdc, 6ng cwoi ha ha: "l dont think there is a more beautiful
girl, you know why? Because which standard you are
comparing to? There is no more, and there is no less, lets
make yourself special, | think of you as special, not just as
beautiful" (T6i khéng nghi cé cb gai nao xinh dep hon, co
biét vi sao khédng? B&i vi tiéu chudn ndo dé so sanh chu!
Khéng c6 hon cling khéng c6 kém, ban than moi nguoi 1a
mot diéu dac biét, t6i nhé ¢d vi co dac biét chir khdng chi vi
xinh dep dau).

T6i cam on 6ng vi I0i khen khéo |éo nay, dung vay, doi khi
cha can phai ghen tj vi nghi réang ai d6 xinh dep hon minh,
vi vé dep so sanh 4y la dwa trén moét cai chuan nhw thé
nao?

"How's your novel?" (Cudn tiéu thuyét cla bac thé nao
rdi?). "Oh, just in part the boy discovered something
different of himself, and he decided to fight for it, the World
War is at its end" (O, mé&i dén phan cau bé nhan ra nhirng
bién dbi cla chinh minh, va cau ta quyé dinh chién dau vi
no, va cudc Pai chién thé gidi luc dé da két thac). "Great,
I'm glad that the war is over! | hate war" (Tuyét qua, chau
rat vui vi chién tranh da qua di, chau ghét chién tranh).
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Lavender dén muén hon dw dinh nén t6i bao éng gia nén
vé an trwdc, vi khong biét khi nao cé &y tdi, cling tbi 1am
roi. Ong gia nhay mat va day xe vé. Téi da thay kha hon rat
nhiéu, mac du xe 6ng c6 may nhwng t6i van day éng di han
mot doan dai, vira di vira hat lung tung hét ca. Ong that tai
giéi, dng c6 thé 1am cho t6i vui dwoc dén nhw thé day.

Lavender mac mot chiéc 4o len trdng co6 cb rat dep nhung
xem chirng hoi lanh. Téi dé y kiéu mau thoi trang wa thich
cta Lavender Itc ndo 4o ciing cé cb va né thwe sw hop voi
cai dang cao manh dé thwong cltia co ay. Vira thay téi, co
ay lao t¢i hdn chut mét cai lén ma, trong Lavender cé phan
van twoi tinh, khéng "ta toi" nhw t6i suy doan, co6 thé cd Ay
dep nén co ta toi thi trdng van c dep. Lavender ri t6i vao
quan pizza trén ddo an, cd hdi co phai tdi séng & day hay
khéng? Téi danh tha nhan va xin dirng néi cho ai biét vé
chd & ctia minh. "Sure, trust me, but why you have to hide
anyway?" (Chac chan rbi, tin em di, nhwng tai sao chj phai
gidu chuyén do?). T6i nhay méat. "Just for some reasons"
(M6t vai ly do).

"What was wrong with you the other day? Something bad
between you and your mother?" (Ma c6 chuyén gi v&i co
hém no vay? Co viéc gi toi té gitra cd va me co a?)

"Oh, THAT, well, she locked me in my room, took my phone
and did several stupid things, | was mad, just a bit out of
control" (O, me em khoa clra nhdt em trong phong, thu dién
thoai ciia em va lam vai thir ngé ngan, em da phat dién)

"What, she locked you in your room? That's weird, you're
over 20, | mean, you can sue her for doing so, hey you did
something crazy too?" (Ba 4y nhét co lai u? That ky la, c6
da ngoai 20 tudi roi, c6 co thé kién ba 4y vé viéc do niva
chr, ma c6 phai cd da lam gi do dién rd khdng?)

"Oh, me, sure, of course, that's why | was locked, haha"
(Em w, tat nhién roi, thé nén em ma&i bi nhot)
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"What did you do?" (C6 d3 lam gi vay?)
"Oh, just something" (O, mét vai thir)

Lai thdy Lavender khé hiéu y nhw me va chi vay, tham chi
t6i lai thdy gidbng ca Garbriel nira. "You want to go to club?"
(Chi ¢6 mubn di club khéng?). "Now? We'll be home late"
(Bay gid w? Chang ta s& vé nha mudn mét). "Don't worry,
I'll take you home, wanna meet my boyfriend?" (Bwng lo em
sé dwa chi vé, chi c6 mudn gap ban trai em khong?).

Toi rAt muén di xem club thé nao, va nguodi yéu cua
Lavender ra sao, nhung quéa thwe, hdm do toi rat mét mai,
rat mét va néu di thi t6i khdng con strc, t6i danh xin khéat.
Mat Lavender xi xuéng. "Hey, if someday, I'm dead, will you
remember about me?" (Néu cd mét ngay em chét di liéu chj
c6 nhé em khéng?). "What, why you are saying so? Don't
say that" (Gi co? Sao cd lai néi thé? Pwng ndi vay niva).
"Because | am going to, and you know what, I'd go directly
to hell" (That do, chi biét day, em sé bj xubng dia nguc cho
xem". Giong cta Lavender nghe that u am, nhu mét diém
khong lanh.

Téi héi Lavender c6 muén di picnic cung t6i chd nhat nay
cung ban trai cia tdi hay khéng? Mat cd sang lén va néi co,
c6 &y rat mudn biét ban trai ca t6i trong thé nao. "He must
be handsome right? Somebody deservable, haha" (Chéc
hén anh 4y phai rat dep trai, mét ngwoi xteng dang). Co ve
nhw Lavender rat mudn tam sy véi t6i that nhiéu chuyén.
Budi tbi, ngdm nét mat cha co gai dep nay trong anh den
vang cla tiém pizza khéng biét chan, 16ng mi dai chép
chop, da tréng min, cai mii doc dira hénh héch ct nhw
nra cwdi ntra khoc va mot cai miéng cudi rat diu dang. Lai
tham ghen tj v&i anh chang ngui yéu cua co, sé dugc
ngam cb ca ngay nhw thé, va dwoec...lam nhiéu viéc hon
thé. To6i khong biét ngudi yéu clia Lavender trdng nhw thé
nao, nhwng téi chot gia str, Lavender va Ryan sé la mét doi
tinh nhan hoan hado, d&c biét néu ho di déng phim. Sé ra
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sao néu t6i ri dwoc ca hai ngwdi ho di choi nhi, chac ca cai
thién ha nay phai ngoai nhin.

Lavender rat ra mot diéu thubc va hat, t6i hoi sitng s®, toi
voén khoéng thich con gai hut thubc, va cd gai dep nhuw vay
ma hat thude thi kho coi qua. Nhwng Lavender hat thudc rat
sanh diéu, that chang thy né dung tuc chit nao. Cd hai t6i,
c6 mudn ther hat thube khdong? Nhin Lavender hat thube
dang yéu dén nbi, t6i cling mudn thtr, nhuwng con chan chir.

Rit mot hoi, tha khéi, rdi co cuwdi. "OK, | will tell you my
story, if you are not tired and if you are willing to listen?
How's that?" (Ok, em sé& ké& cho chi nghe chuyén cla em
néu chi khéng qua mét va chi mudn nghe?)

"I'm a bit tired but | am willing to listen" (Téi hoi mét chut
nhwng t6i rat mudn nghe cd ké).

IIOKII

Toi bat ddu nghe, va cham thi diéu thuéc dau tién cua
cubc doi!
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Phan 27

Cau chuyén cia Lavender 16n x6n lung tung va rat hay
dwoc nhac di nhac lai mét chi tiet nao d6. Nhwng cé thé
hiéu 1a nhw sau:

Lavender la mét ¢6 gai khdng chi xinh dep ma rat cé nang
khiéu vé nghé thuat. Ba Mei thi chi thich hai c6 con gai
minh theo nghiép kinh doanh va rat cha trong trong viéc
cham séc hai c6 gai nay, vi ba rat tw hao vé dong mau Man
Thanh danh tiéng cta minh. Nhung bat chap me va ho
hang tw hao dén dau va quyét tam gay dwng gia dinh thanh
mot tap doan cé tleng tam, c6 gai quyét tdm theo hoc
nganh designer (thiét k&) & mét trwéng dai hoc rat binh
thwdng & New York thay vi sé di theo hoc mét ngdi trvdng
Academic nao dé quy tdc hon do me lwa chon. Me con tw
bé da khdng hop nhau nhwng ciing tir day ba Mei kho chiju
ra mat.

Di hoc trong mdt méi trwérng vé nghé thuat va noi cai dep
duwoc tén vinh, ¢d gai nhan dwoc rat nhiéu 11 moi dé khong
chi biéu dién thdi trang, lam nguwdi mau ma con di dong
phim. Téi khéng nh& rd nam nao, chi nh& la hinh nhw nam
Lavender m@i vao dai hoc c6 tré vé Hong Kong va da dinh
xin di hoa hau TVB & day va da co I0i moi dong phim.
Nhwng bang cach nay hay cach khac, ba Mei hau nhw
phong tda moi kha ndng cd cé thé tham gia dwoc bat c
ther gi. Lavender noi co luc c6 vo cung tuyét vong va con
quy xudng néi v&i me rang, c¢o di hoc designer ciing giéng
nhw me cd dang kinh doanh spa va vang bac da quy, c6 cé
thé giup ba gay dung thuo’ng hiéu va tat nhién gop phan
lam dep cho cac co s& kinh doanh cta ba 4y. Nhwng ba
Mei la mot ngudi rat ky quai, khong thé hiéu ndi rang, Mei
dang cb gang bao vé cai danh du gi cua gia dinh trong khi
chinh ban than ba ta cling cha ra gi.
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"| see Mei is a very talented at doing business, i mean, i
don't see a lot of women, especially Chinese succeeded
this way here in the US" (Téi thdy Mei rat tai trong viéc kinh
doanh, khéng cé nhiéu phu ni, d&c biét 1a phu nir Trung
Quédc thanh céng trén con dwdng do & MY).

"Yeah, but then what, she left my father in Hong Kong just
because he doesn't like business, that sucks, she doesn't
even think of me and my sister, just think of herself" (Bung
nhwng me tdi da bd bd t6i & lai Hong Kong chi b&i 6ng ay
khéng thich kinh doanh, me ciing khéng bao gi& nghi cho
t6i va chj gai, ba chi nghi dén ban than ma théi). Giong cua
Lavender gian di.

"Where's your father now?" (Thé bé c6 gi& & dau?)

"He's in Hong Kong, they never divorced, Mei doesn't like
that, but they would never live together" (Ong 4y & Hong
Kong, ho khéng bao gi® i di vi Mei khéng mudn thé nhung
ho cling khéng bao gi¢r sbng cling nhau).

"I'm sorry to hear" (Toi rat tiéc)
Thé réi, danh bao, tdi hdi mot cau:

"I have strange feeling about that relationship between your
mother and Billy" (T6i c6 cam giac rat la vé moi quan hé
gitra me cO va Billy)

"What? Oh, | don't know, you mean, having an affair? Billy
is great, he's like my brother, my mother would never throw
away her pride for fuck him." (Gi co, 6i em khong blet y chi
la c6 mbi quan hé gi w? Biily rat tuyét, anh 4y gibng nhuw
anh trai em vay, me em sé khoéng bao gi& virt bé gia tri cua
minh dé& cé quan hé véi Billy dau)

R&i Lavender 6m mat, co thé Lavender ciing cha biét gi, co
thé ciing cha c6 chuyén gi, ma ciing c6 thé Lavender khéng
mudn ndi cho toi biét. Lavender ngay cang té ra xtc déng
va gay gat trong cau chuyén ctia minh.
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"But you know one thing, even she does all these stupid
things, she won't hurt me this bad, she's trying to destroy
me just because i'm so much alike my father (Chi biét
khong, méi khi ba 4y lam nhirng viéc ngo ngan nhw thé em
cam thay rat tbn thwong, ba ay dang co gang pha hoai
cudc doi em chi béi vi em qua gidng bd).

"Destroying you? what on earth she could do such a thing,
she can not destroy such a beautiful daughter like you"
(Pha hoai cudc doi cd w? Ba ay khéng thé 1am nhu thé
duwoc, khong thé 1am hai mot co con gai xinh dep nhuw cd!)

"Beautiful? stop splling out that word, i hate that, f'ck that,
that's what my mother tries to tell me over and over, then i
have to keep my pride, and then all bunches of madness
out there, some even tries hard to have sex with me just
because i'm beautiful, i'm just a normal person and do my
own things. People bother me so much, damn!" (Xinh dep
w? Birng noi dén tlr d6 niva, em cdm ghét né. D6 chinh la
ly do ma me em sudt ngay néi di néi lai, dai loai nhw em
phai biét gir gia cia minh va mét ddng van dé dién rd kéo
theo d6, c6 nhiéu k& cb6 gang tim moi cach d& quan hé voi
em chi vi em xinh dep; em ciling chi la mdt con ngw&i binh
thwérng ma théi. Moi ngwdi lam phién em qua nhiéu!)

Giong clia Lavender day phan nd va to tiéng khién ngudi
dan 6ng ban pizza c& ha héc mém vira ngam vira nghe
day ngac nhién. My nguwdi trong quan doé ai ciing nhin,
that may quan trén dao rat it ngwdi, nén ciing bét ngai hon
v&i nhirng cau chri bay ctia Lavender.

"The more she tries to stop me, the wilder i am, that's how
life goes, haha" (Ba 4y cang cd ngan can em thi em cang
dién hon, cudc sbng |a thé ma)

"Why she doesn't want me to be your friend? May be I'm
too ordinary for you?" (Tai sao ba 4y khéng mubn toi két
ban v&i ¢d nhi? Hay tai téi qua tm thuéng vai c6?)
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"May be because she sees you wild, just like me, and
because Billy likes you, haha" (Co thé ba thay chi hoang da
gidng em, va cling vi Billy thich chi)

"What do you mean by "likes"? (Thich? Y c6 la gi?)
"Oh, | mean, jealous, she's just jealous with you" (O, ghen ti
dé ma, ba ay ghen ti véi chi).

"Well, | just see it normal that people having problem with
their parents, | have problems with my mother too,
sometimes" (O, t6i thay nguoi binh thwong cling co6 rac roi
v&i bd me, t6i thi thodng ciing c6 van dé véi me i ma)

"Oh, really, that she's willing to kill you too?" (O, that sao?
Thé me chj da bao gi¢ c6 y dinh giét chi chwa?)

"What, kill, arent you exaggerating?" (Gi co? Giét? Cb
khéng phong dai day chr?)

"No, she's trying to do so now" (Khéng, ba 4y dang cb lam
nhw vay do)

"How?" (Nhw thé nao co?)

"I'm going to marry my boyfriend, no matter what!" (Du gi
em cling sé két hén v&i ban trai em)

"Your mother doesn't like your boyfriend?" (Me c6 khéng
thich ban trai cia c6 a?)

"She hates him more than any shit in this world" (Ba ghét
anh ay hon bat c thi gi trén doi nay)

"Why?" (Tai sa0?)

"Becauge he's black, and he's r]ot Chinese, of course!" (B&i
vi anh ay la ngudi da den, va tat nhién la khong phai nguoi
Trung Quoc)

Téi giat ca minh va tron nguwoc mat vi t "black”. Mot nguoi
da den w? Lavender dang yéu mét anh chang da den sao?
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That la kho tin, mét cé gai xinh dep nhuwong kia ma lai yéu
moét anh da den. Toi khdng ghét ngwoi da den nhwng noi
that Idng rang, mot c¢d gai nhw Lavender ma yéu mét anh
chang den kit thi thay....x6t qua. Cé gi thdc mac dau khi ba
Mei lai dir doi toi thé?

Roi Lavender bat khéc. Ho yéu nhau da gan 2 nam nay roi,
va ba Mei da co luc phat dién vi khong ngan can dwgc doi
uyén wong. Lavender ké rang cé da tng bi nhét & trong
nha mét tun lién va cd cling khéng &n gi trong vong mét
tudn do, t&i mirc ba Mei danh phai nhwong bd va dwa co di
cép ctru. Co luc hai ngwdi dang trong moét quan an ma ba
Mei nh& Sheryl t&i 16i Lavender xénh xéch vé. Ba Mei tim
dd moi cach noéi chuyén véi anh chang kia ma khéng an
thua. Va co luc: "l tried to kill myself two times, but then |
thought of Josh, he's going to kill him too without me" (Em
da mudn tw t& hai lan nhwng em con nghi dén Josh, anh 4y
sé tw tlr theo em mat)

Ban trai ctia Mei 1a mdt chang trai trong doi ngd ngudi mau
cla cong ty ngwdi mau gi dé & New York noi Lavender
dang lam viéc. C6 tham gia cong ty nay vira voi tw cach la
designer, vira la ngwoi mau. Lavender xinh dep da hdp hén
t» 6ng giam déc cho téi may anh chang ngwdi mau, va
hién nhién la chang Josh nay. Josh cé me la ngwdi da trdng
va bd la nguoi da den, géc Puerto Rico, c6 mai toc va doi
mat mau nau. Lavender néi rang lic co gap t6i co ciing rat
muon biét t6i thudc ching tdc gi, vi mat va da téi rat
gidng...Josh. C6 phai vi thé ma Lavender thich t6i hay
khong?

"No, its because | see you are wild!" (Khong, bdi vi em thay
chi rat hoang da)

Thé ra t6i 1a mot nguwdi "hoang dai" nén duwoc yéu mén day.
Lavender va Josh dén v&i nhau vi tiéng sét ai tinh. Cai lan
chang th&r 1én ngudi bd quan ao cua Lavender thiét ké la

142



hai nguwdi cling khdéng r&i dwoc nhau nira. Josh la mot
nguwoi rat cao 1&n va dep trai (theo nhw anh mat mo mang
cia Lavender) va 1 mét nguoi tinh tuyét voi, rat nhiéu
nguwoi coi la mot ddi dep. Nhwng 6ng giam dbc theo dudi cod
thi td ra dém pha ra mat, va da dudi Josh khéi cong ty mot
thdi gian sau do. Lavender ciling xin théi chd dé ludn. Va cv
méi budi t&i trwdng lai cé céi xe Ford cau canh dirng &m cd
gai, mbi lan nhw vay Billy lai 1a ngwdi ra tay giup d& khi toi
don ¢d6 méi lan cd cau ciru. Billy vo tinh ciing bi dng ta "hoi
han" dé6i 1an, tham chi Josh CGng té ra ghen ti. That tiéc
Josh chwa c6 xe riéng dé t&i "giadi ctru" cho cd. Mot nam thi
ong giam dbc kia danh phai tlr b6 va chuyén sang mét co
ngudi mau mai ndi & New York. Lavender thoat nan ong ta,
nhwng ba Mei thi dién cudng chdng pha. Lavender va Josh
da trén sang tan Cali chi dwoc 1 thang da bi ba Mei kéo vé
vi ly do "mét tich". Chang biét vi sao ma canh sat t&i tan
nha cta Josh dé& héi tham va khién anh chang gap rac rdi
I&n mot thoi gian. Hién gio Josh cé mét "ban an" (dwoc goi
la Restraining order), dé la khéng dwoc lai gan Lavender it
nhat [a 200 mét.

"The more she tries to stop me, the more we are in love,
madly in love, NOTHING, NOTHING ever in this world she
could ever do anything to stop me, she can not control me,
this is what | am killing myself for her!" (Ba éy cang ¢ ngan
can em thi ching em cang yéu nhau dién cuodng, khong cd
gi trén thé gi¢i nay co thé ngan can dwoc em, ba 4y cang
khéng thé kiém soat dwoc em, do 14 ly do ma em da tw tor)

"You are killing yourself? What?" (C6 da tw t&r?)
"Yes, | am killing myself" (Bang thé).

Mat clia Lavender ngau do, t6i thy rung hét ca minh, ndi
gai 6¢c 1Am cham, t6i thay sw hoang dai trong tirng 16i noi
cua Lavender, mgt c6 gai khong diu dang va moéng manh
yéu &t nhu téi van dinh ninh. Mét nguwdi dam sbéng va dam
yéu. Ba Mei |a mot ngudi manh mé, téi thay rd rang nhuw
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vay, nhwng ba 4y da sai 1am vi dira con gai cla ba ciing
duoc thirva hwdng cai gien do, va ho dang chéng dbi nhau
bang s manh mé dién cuong cta minh. Thyc s ltc do toi
mé&i hiéu cai cau ma t6i vAn hay nghe trong phim Hong
Kong: "Hoi thé gian tinh Ia gi? Ma con nguoi phal song
chét cé nhau". Luc d4y thi t6i thAy cau nay cha sén chut
nao. Toéi chwa da kinh nghiém dé trai nghiém nhw thé. Toi
mé&i nghi viéc minh bat quén khé khan lanh 18o dé tim dwoc
ra Ryan da la mét ky tich, nhwng c6 gai trwdc mat t6i, mét
cd gai vo cung xinh dep, lai cé thé biét yéu thwong chung
thdy va diu tranh hét minh nhw thé. Téi thuc sy kham
phuc.

Josh 1a& mét chang trai nhw thé nao ma khién Lavender co
thé chét vi anh ta nhw vay nhi? Téi cling khéng hiéu, vi sao
Lavender lai "killing myself?".

Pang 1a mét cé gai manh mé, ¢d ndi nhw trat hét ruét gan
nhw vay ma khéng nhd mét giot nwéc mét. Toi chi nghi t&i
lic t6i vé Viét Nam va sé phai chia tay Ryan, cho du khéng
ai ngan cam, co 1& t6i cling phai mét ca mét tuan cho nudc
mat. Tai sao Lavender lai thich t6i nhw thé? Tai sao cb ay
lai mudn tam sw voi t6i?

"Because | see you are wild, you will sympathy for what |
tell you, | know, | know you Kin, | know" (B&i vi em thay chi
hoang aié, chi cé thé ddng cdm véi nhitng gi em k&, em
hiéu chi ma Kin)

Toi xuc dong vi nhirvng gi Lavender dang noi, Billy va
Lavender déu yéu quy tdi va cé diém chung khi nhin vé con
nguwoi tdi, vay nén, t6i hiéu Billy dang ngdm ngam giup de&
cO, trong d6 viéc dwa téi dén véi Lavender ciing la mot
cach.

Toi hiéu y "wild" ctia Lavender, c6 &y nghf rang toi hiéu va
cling hoang dai nhw c6 ay. Va dung thé, t6i cling la mot
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nguwoi rat hoang dai, nhwng theo mét cai cach cla riéng
minh.

"lts so late now, | don't think you can get home without
trouble now" (Bay gio' cling mudn rdi, t6i khong nght la gid
c6 co thé vé nha ma khong ¢ rac roi gi)

"Can | sleep with you?" (Em c6 thé ngu lai ché chi dwoc
khong?)

Téi thay that kho xt, nha t6i khéng thé nao duwa nguoi
nuc’;’c ngoai ve, ho’n'nﬂ’a, lai rat ghét, sé khéng c6 cho cho
cO ay ngu. Ma tr chdi thi ngai ngan lam sao.

"You have no place to go?" (C6 khong cé chd nao dé dén
saon?)

"No, can't go home" (Khéng, em khéng thé vé nha)

"Where is Josh?" (Josh dau?)

"He's out of town" (Anh 4y dang & ngoai 6)

"It's just, we're having a very small apartment, and because
my mother is a diplomat, it is forbidden to bring a foreigner
home" (B&i vi, chung t6i & trong mét can ho rat nhé va me
t6i khéng cho phép dwa ngudi nwdc ngoai vé nha). Toi
danh phai tha nhan.

"Oh, OK, let see" (Ok, Ok, em hiéu roi).

"Come over to Billy's house". (Hay c6 t&i nha Billy vay)

"It's too far away" (Qua xa)

"How about your sister?" (Thé con chi gai c6?)

"F'ck her"

Khéng noi thém cau nira, t6i nhic may goi dién cho Billy,
bay gid chi coé Billy co the giup dugc Lavender. Toi ndi voi
Lavender di dao bo séng néu c6 di dwgc trong luc Billy toi
don, ctra hang pizza cling sap dong ctra. T6i muon dan
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Lavender di dao ra t&i bén va dwa cé sang Manhattan, Billy
sé don & bén doé.

Lavender dong y, llc nay trong co lai tré nén yéu dudi vi da
chiu nghe 10i t6i. Hom nay c6 da trut rat nhiéu, t6i hy vong
nhw thé sé lam cho c6 thém phan nhe nhém, cho du t6i
thay c6 dang c6 moét cudc sdng nhiéu bat on, va ngay mai
thi c6 sé thé nao nhi?.

"You see me wild too, right?" (Chj ciing thdy em dién phai
khéng?). Lavender hoi

"Of course, beyond my imagination" (Tat nhién, ngoai sw
twdng twong cua téi)

"You want me to show you how wild I am?" (Chi co mudn
thay em dién nhw thé nao khong?)

"| already did".

Lavender cui am Ién. Thé rdi, ¢ nhay Ién b lan can cla
dong sOng va trwd'n han ra ngoai.

"Stop it Lave, the policq will come, dont be that wild" (Du’rjg
lai di Lave, canh sat dén bay gio do, dirng dién nhuw the).
Tbi hot hoang chay theo va tim cach ngan lai.

Chang an thua, ¢ ay da trong tinh trang chuan bi nhay
xuobng nudc, va néu nhay thi chi trong 3 phut khong co
nguwoi ctru thi cd @y sé chac chan chi cd chét thdi, vi nwdc
sbng rat sadu va nudc song rat lanh lung!
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Phan 28

"Come down here Kin" (Xuéng day nao Kin), Lavender vira
tho chan xuong nwoc vira vay goi toi, tay bam vao thanh
lan can theo kiéu nhw ntra nhw mudn budng ngu®i xudng.
Luc nay trong co6 dung la dién chir chang phai la hoang dai.

Téi chay téi va ndi rang, hoang dai thé ciing la hay, nhwng
hoang dai t&i mre dai dot nhw thé nay thi chang ¢ gi tha vi
ca. "l don't like this kind of wild though" (T6i khéng thich suy
nghi hoang dai kiéu nay). M&t Lavender &rng dd, khong biét
do lanh hay bam qua lau khién c6 méi, hay la cd6 ngac
nhién trwdc sw that vong cla t6i. "Hey Lavender, come
back here, I'll tell you how to release your stress"
(Lavender, quay lai day di, t6i s& bdo cd cach dé& giam
stress). "l did try to kill myself you know, but then i couldn't
do that, now | just want to jump, but i can't either" (Chj biét
khoéng, em da thlr tim cach tw t& nhwng rdi lai em lai khong
lam dwoc, bay gi® em chi muén nhdy xudng nhung em
cling khéng thé). Téi vwon ngwdi ra va voi tay bao rang 1én
day, t6i s& cd kéo 1én. "Everything will be allright, that's how
life goes, you are too young to be this wild" (Moi the rbi sé
dn ca thdi, cudc sbéng la nhw vay ma, cd con qua tré dé
hoang dai nhw vay).

Cubdi cung cling c6 mét ngwdi phu ni di vé phia ching téi,
ba ta hét hodng khi thy canh twong nhw vay: "Oh my god,
get up here girls, what are you doing?" (Oi troi, 1én day di
cac cb gai, cac cb dang lam gi vay?). Ngudi phu nir kéu 1én
that thanh. Lavender toét miéng cu®i nhw tréu nguwoi. Toi
quay lai trn tinh ba ta: "She'll be up here, don't worry" (Ba
dirng lo, co &y sé lén ngay). Ba ta lao ra lan can chia tay va
goi Lave tr& 1&én. C6 gai cubi cung ciing chiu 1én, nhung ¢
nédm tay t6i 1én ch&r khédng nam tay cla nguoi phu nir kia.
Ba 4y dirng méng chung toi: "What on earth you are fooling
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around here at this time? Go home girls, there are things
not for you to play" (Cac cé lam tré ngu ngoc gi & day gio
nay vay? Vé nha di, day khong phai ché dé choi dau).
Lavender cau lén: "Just OK, but thank you" (Ok, cam on).
Ngw&i phu niy ti sam mat, 1ac dau réi bd di, chac han ba ta
dang nghi t&i hai ¢6 gai Trung Quéc bj dién & dau lac vé
thich nghich ngom.

Tbi quay ra néi v&i Lavender: "Scream, that's how i release
my stress" (Hét 1&n that to, d6 1a cach t6i lam dé giai tda
stress). "Scream, like this?" (Hét to 1&n, nhw thé nay w?).
Vira noi dit 161 Lavender hét 1én rat to va manh khién
nguwdi phu nir lai giat minh ngodi dau lai nhin xem c6 phai
lai ai d6 bi lam sao hay khéng? Téi thoang sirng s& vi cai
cach Lavender hét I&n, gidbng y nhuw tai vay!

Téi ndm chat tay Lavender va kéo di khan trwong truéc khi
cd 4y s& nghi ra trd gi "hoang dai" hon thé. Téi hdi
Lavender rang co ay théy thé nao sau khi da hét xong? Co
éy bao ‘wilder than ever" (hoang dai hon bao gio hét). Toi
ké rang t6i co6 mot 6ng gia rat dang yéu, 6ng ay la nguoi toi
chia s& ndi budn va niém vui, c6 thé khi ndo t6i sé gidi thiéu
Lavender cho dng &y. Nhwng Lavender hd hirvng va cé vé
khéng quan tam t&i 6ng gia viét tiéu thuyét cha t6i. Co ay
con dwdng nhu hoi ghen tj vi t6i c6 ngudi dé chia sé niém
vui néi budn.

Bén luc nay da rat vang vé, t6i dwa Lavender sang bén dau
tién & Manhattan. Dan c6 dirng noi chung téi da & trén dao
v&i Billy. Lavender rat hay bi dan 6ng & trén bén nhin cham
cham, ¢ phi cw®i day mia mai va naéi: "All bitchy men!"

Doi khoang 10 phut thi Billy t&i dén. Anh héi chang téi di
dau va chang t6i chi néi rang ngdi an pizza & mét quan &
bén Queens. "Mei was calling me, what's wrong with your
phone?" (Mei vira goi anh, c6 van dé gi véi dién thoai cua
em vay?) "Oh, just ran out of battery" (O, né hét pin 4y ma).
Lavender néi tinh bo du t6i biét thira co tdt may. Billy va
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Lavender 16 ra rat lo I&ng néu t6i phai vé& mot minh, téi noi
rang khong sao, t6i van vé khuya nhw vay. Billy dwa téi
xuong tan bén tau, nhin t6i Ién tau rdi méi quay tro lai.

Chia tay Lavender va lang thang mét minh tr& vé nha, toi
van c6 mét cai cdm giac gi d6 rung minh, nhw thé vira xem
xong mdt bd phim hay doc xong mét cudn truyén an twong
t&i mirc bi am anh. Gia ma luc nay t6i goi dién tdm sy dwoc
véi Ryan, nhwng d& mudn qua, anh can phai nga.

Lén dao mat luc thi téi nhan dwgc mét voice message cla
Ronie. Anh ta bo rang vira goi dién cho t6i mai ma khéng
duoc (1a vi t6i & dwdi tau dién ngdm khodng c6 séng), anh
ta rat mudn néi chuyén lai véi téi va hy vong co thé gap toi
vao budi trwa ngay hém sau. Thé la trong cai cdm giac
mudn dwoc néi chuyén véi ai do, t6i nhAc may goi dién cho
Ronie.

Ronie noi chuyén vai téi rat tinh cdm, that [a mot cadm giac
t6i 16i, nhwng luc d6 t6i lai thay nhirng I&i noi &y rat &m ap,
giong t6i cling nhe nhang va dé chiju hon rat nhiéu khi néi
chuyén v&i anh ta. Téi héi mbi quan hé cla anh ta va Helen
dén dau, anh ta néi rang khi ching t6i néi chuyén véi nhau
thi dirng nhéc dén Helen. "Pan dng that Ia budn cudi, va toi
khéng di an trwa véi anh dau", téi tht 1én nhw vay truéce khi
tam biét Ronie va buéc chan vao nha.

11 rwGi dém, qua mét va téi lIan ra ngu, qua that dao nay co
qua nhiéu suy nght.

Sang th&r bay, 8h Billy da néi véi téi hdm nay anh déng tiém
va toi co thé & nha. T6i hdi Lavender ra sao roi? Anh noi
rang co Ay 6n thoi, hdm nay Billy c6 van dé gi do can giai
quyét. Pwoc hdm thir bay dong khach ma lai nghi, ding la
c6...van dé!

Toi chay xudng dwdi nha tim 6ng gia, cha hiéu sao toi
muon ké ngay cho éng &y ‘nghe cau chuyén vé Lavender va
mudn biét y kién cta éng 8y ra sao.
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Téi bat gdp ngudi phu niv la news director (dao dién tin tire)
- ban 6ng dao no dang ndi chuyén rat vui vé. Ho nhin thay
t6i déu cuwoi va vay tay chao.

- "So you are off today girl? Nice Saturday hah?" (C6 dwoc
nghi hdm nay a c6 gai, thir 7 dep troi phai khdng?)

- "So glad to meet you again, M'am” (RAt vui gap lai ba). Toi
cwoi va chao ba ay - "You are off today too?" (Ba cling nghi
hém nay a?)

- "Oh, now i have to go now, just in 15 minutes" ((3, t6i phai
di bay gi& day, khoang 15 phut nira)

- "Are you going to NY1 station to make the news?, i've
never been to a studio station, i just see it on TV that the
presenter is speaking and behind her back is whole bunch
of people working, that's what you are doing?" (Ba dén dai
NY1 dé lam chuwong trinh tin tiee phai khdng? T6i chua bao
gio dén mét trvdng quay nao, t6i chi thay trén ti vi khi ma
nguwoi dan chuwong trinh ndi va bén canh c6 ay la mét dong
nguwoi dang lam viéc, cé phai d6 la cbng viéc clua ba
khong?)

Ba cwoi roi bat ngd tang toi mot dé nghi: "Wanna come
see?" (C6 c6 muodn téi xem khéng?)

- "What?" (That w?) Mat téi sang rwc. Mét dé nghi ngoai dw
dinh cla toi.

- "They allow to let me in?" (Ho c6 dé cho t6i vao khéng?)

- "Well, bring your ID with you, i try to let you in" (O, mang
giay t& ca nhan cua cb di, toi sé dwa cb vao)

Téi chot nght ra minh chéng cé céi ID gi c& ngoai chirng
minh thw, cd chang la cai visa ngoai giao cua t6i. T6i hoi ba
co duwoc khéng? Ba ay noi rang téi cam ca hai di, va phai
nhanh Ién. Chung t6i sé sang bén Manhattan bang tau dién
ngam.
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Tru s& m&i cta Dai NY1 méi dwoc chuyén vé tdoa nha
Chelsea Market tr nam 2002. Sau khi qua mét hang
security (bdo v&), t6i phai ngdi & dudi sanh trong cua toa
nha chd mét chat, réi tdi sé dwoc theo ba di quay tin &
uptown (khu phd trén). Nhirng gi t6i nhin thay noi day, do la
s héi ha va nang dong, tao cho tdi cdm giac choang ngop
va rat hdi hép va tw nhién thay minh...that vo tich sw. Da
hiéu vi sao cai thé gi¢i nay lai phat trién nhuw thé.

Téi dwoc déng y di theo doan xe di uptown quay phong sw
vé mot cudc diéu hanh cha nguoi Tay Ban Nha. Vui qua
thé va oach qua thé. Co phong vién dé thwong dirng "bleu
dién" rat chuyén nghiép, nhwng lat lai bi vuwéng tiéng 6n va
ndi vap cho du dang quay live. Anh quay phim va cd phéng
vién sau qua tam ba ban bj néi vai cau kha nang né vi hém
nay khdng duwoc nhw y. C6 4y cui dau xin 16i va hiva sé lam
lai that tét, rat kién nhan va cam chiu.

Ba news director da két thuc budi quay hinh bang i noi
ghe vao tai toi: "i used to be her, embarrassing and patient,
but it's worth it!" (TGi da tien g nhw ¢6 ay, lung ting nhung
phai kién nhan, né rat dang gia day).

Cau ndi cua ba lam téi nhé t&i nam toéi hoc dai hoc nam th
hai, dwoc may man gap g& va ndi chuyén véi mot phong
vién Reuters ky cwu va cuc ky tai nang. Chi sau mét budi
noéi chuyén ma tdi choang ngop béi kién thirc va sy nhan
thirc tham thay ctia nhan vat nay. Ong ta ké rang, 6ng ta da
tirng bi vui dap thdm hai & mot tda bao, sau day bi ganh i
va pha vi dbi thi kén cwa. Co luc that vong chan doi di
phuc vu trong quan &n & mét khu phd toan dan gangster va
nghéo khd. Chl quan c6 luc chiri béi khéng ra gi chi vi mét
viéc rat nhé do 1a dwa nhdm thwe don sang mét ban ma da
goi réi hay c6 luc ran khoai tdy hoi bi chay. Nhwng chinh
mdi |&i chri béi Ay lai la mét bai hoc rén luyén sy kién nhan
va ban linh. Va khi da cdm thay phai "quay tré lai", 6ng da
tru lai trén céi "chién trwong" y va cwe ky thanh céng. Ong
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noi, 6ng da thé hién hét dwoc cho cac ddi tha cii ciia minh
rang, ban chét clia éng thi khéng ai c6 thé vui dap dwoc, va
rang nho may 10 chvi boi clia ho, va ca éng chd quan an,
da giup 6ng bd qua dwoc sw tw ti va ngang dau budc tiép.
HO6m nay ba dao dién cling ndi vai téi nhirng 16 no6i twong
tw: "Someday you'll get hurt by somebody just by making
you stupid, but someday because of these people you are
grown, without pain you'll never be succeeded" (Sé co luc
c6 bi tén thwong béi nhirtng diéu ngu ngbc nguwdi khac gay
ra, nhwng rdéi mdt ngay nho chinh nhivng nguwdi do, cd sé
trwdng thanh hon, khéng c6 vap nga thi khéng thé thanh
cbng).

Luc do t6i chwa thwe sw di lam, chwa va cham cubc sc“')ng
nhiéu, m&i bi me méng da cdm thay rat dau long. Téi hiéu
ma chwa ngdm hét nhirng gi ho néi, nhwng khéng ngd
chung lai hiru hiéu giup téi trong nhirng ngay thang sau
nay, khi tdi hiéu thé ndo Ia c'est la vie (Cudc sbdng la thé
d6). Nguwdi ta chivi t6i vai cAu nhwng néu la do t6i sai t6i tw
nguyén cui dau nhan 16i, ngwdi ta chivi toi khi ho sai thi toi
sé chirng minh cho ho thay ho sai thay vi dién cudng that
vong hay dau long. Va t6i du hiéu, k& si nhuc va lam cho
tam hoén minh dau d&n nhat va chinh 1a ban than, chw
khéng phai la nguoi khac.

Téi chia tay ba dao dién dé vé nha, vi ba con phai & lai lam
viéc. Toi da c6 mot ngay thir bay rat bd ich, tinh than da bét
cang thang di rat nhiéu, hirng khdi 1a khac, cé ltc con quén
méat cau chuyén vé Lavender vira méi hém qua.

Nhéc may cho Ryan, t6i thi thao: "Hey, i've done something
very interesting today, and i'm ready for a picnic with you
tomorrow, i miss you so!" (Em vira lam mét sé viéc rat thu
vi, em da san sang cho cudc picnic vé&i anh ngay mai, em
nh& anh!)
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Phan 29

8h rudi sang Ryan danh xe sang dén téi. Anh néi di hoi
sém mot chat vi phai quay lai Queens dén may anh chang
cung ban nhac nira. Hom nay, t6i sé dwoc gap ca em trai
cda anh nira, cau 4y ma&i di hoc trén upstate vé day choi.
Chung t6i sé& sang Long Island, di chac chirng khoang hon
mot tiéng.

T6i day rat sém va trang diém rat xinh, hém nay lan dau
tién ké tor khi sang day t6i dwoc di picnic dau do xa xa, va
lai dwgre di v&éi Ryan nira chir. Luc téi day tréi con xam xit
lam t6i cdm thAy hoi chanh long ddi chut, ctr cAu mong thé
nao cing dwgc, nhwng dieng muwa, vi muwa thi con di picnic
gi nlra chur.

Ryan ché& t6i & gan nha, vira tién gan lai xe ma tim t6i dap
thinh thich, mot vi nhéd anh, hai la vi...td mo, em trai cua
anh dang & trong do, t6i khéng hiéu mét chang trai Nhat
Ban - Phillippines - Brazil - Cuban nira thi sé tréng thé nao
nhi? Liéu cé la mét chang Ryan th& hai hay khéng?

Ryan m& ctra don téi, anh di xe to. Chwa kip Ién xe t6i da
ngd nghiéng xem bén trong xe c6 ai ngdi khéng? Ryan
cwoi va chi: "Jess is in there, its my brother!" (Jess & trong
nay, né 1a em trai anh). Ngéi hang ghé duai, téi tdi, bong
dang chang trai déi mot chiéc mi lwdi trai sum sup, nhe
réang trang tinh ra mim cwoi véi toi. Téi khdng nhin ré 1am vi
ngoai tréi dang téi tam, anh chang lai con déi sum sup cai
m nira. T6i cling cwdi lai, t6i nhin thdy mé& me, anh chang
nay mang dam nét Chau A hon Ryan thi phai, cé nét gi dé
chat Nhat hon. Ti qua, t6i nhin khdéng rd, nhung cé vé kha
dep trai, thodi doi tréi sang 1&n thi ngdm vay, cé ca ngay dé
ngdm co ma. Cha |& c& ngdi hang ghé trén cung Ryan
nhwng mét hau hau quay lai nhin? Thé 1a khéng duorc.
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- "It's Kin, you've heard about her, right Jess?" (bay la Kin,
em da nghe nadi vé cb ay roi phai khong Jess?)

- "Alot, m'am, nice meeting you" (O, rat nhiéu la dang khac,
rat vui dwoc gap co)

- "Nice meeting you too" (R4t vui dwoc gdp anh).

Chang trai nay c6 vé rat hay cuoi, ham rang trang bong lap
lanh rat an twong.

Ryan noéi rang ching t6i sé qua b&n Queens dén hai chang
trong ban nhac va ban gai ctia ho. Hém nay tat ca sé sang
Long Island nghi choi & nha nguwoi ho hang cua Hugo, ho
c6 party truyén thdng gi & dé ngay hém nay. Lam toi clr
twdng di picnic. DU sao ciing lanh, picnic cling chwa chéc
strc tOi chiu duoc.

Qua a troi co sang dan khi sang dén Queens. T xa & goc
phd da thdy may anh chang ding nhay nhét rat vui, hai cd
nguwoi yéu dirng vo tay cb vii. Cé 1& ho dang tap nhay cho
budi party hém nay.

Xe dirng moét phat la tdi ngoai dau lai ngay dé& co
cé....ngdm Jess. Anh chang dang mai nhin ra ngoai dé vay
chao hai nguwdi ban. Hugo mé& ctra va voi tay bat tay Jess
nhw nhirng nguwei ban lau ngay khéng gap:

"Hi handsome man, what's up?"

Oi bay gi méi nhin ra dwoc chang Jess khi canh clra mé.
Jess c6 moét vé gi do bui bam khac vé&i Ryan, khudn mat
mang nhiéu nét A Bong hon, cé téc mai dai y hét Ryan
nhwng toc lai cat gan trui thi phai, d6i mat mau nau den rat
sau va mot nu cwdi rang r&d. Mot vé nam tinh va cubn hat
ky la. Trong phut giay 4y dau t6i thoang qua mét y nghi hoi
"t&i 16i": Khdng chirng t6i gdp Jess trwde t6i cling bi cubn
hat nhw Ryan vay ay. Vé dep cua Jess khién cho t6i thay
rat phan chén, cai cdm giac dung nhw ngay dau téi nhin
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thay Ryan. Hai anh em ho vira gibng ma lai vira khac nhau.
Toi thay vui vi Ryan cé mét nguwdi em trai nhw thé.

May c6 gai Tay Ban Nha néi nhw sing lién thanh va hat ho
lién tuc trén dwdng di. Thinh thoang t6i liéc anh chang Jess
qua kinh, thay van deo mii sum sup du chd mwa cha nang.
C6 vé it néi nhwng dwoc cai rat hay cuwdi. Hai anh em ho cé
nu cwdi rat gibng nhau, cwe ky cudn hut.

May c6 gai hdi téi dao nay thé nao, 1am gi, tham chi con hai
t6i va Ryan da hén nhau chwa, va hoi ca Garbriel dau nira.
B4t ngd t6i nghe thay Jess hoi: "Oh yeah, where is she?
How is she now Ryan, haven't seen her for long?" (O, Gar
dau nhi? Dao nay c6 4y thé nao ha Ryan, lau I&m rdi khéng
gdp). Téi hoi khé chiu vi cau hdi nay, chang 18 Jess khdng
biét Garbriel rat thich Ryan va hién gid téi dang la ban gai
cta anh 4y hay sao? Va ciing cé vé gi d6 chirng té Garbriel
c6 mdi quan hé than thiét véi anh em ho. Ryan cling mim
cwdi xua tay, Jess liéc nhin sang toi, c6 thé anh ta hiéu y
nén khéng néi nira. Tw nhién thdy hoi gon mét cdm tinh,
thé nghia la Jess cling c6 cam tinh tét voi Garbriel. Thuc
sy Garbriel 1a nguwdi thé ndo nhi? Ca doan dwdng t6i va
Jess khéng noi chuyén truc tiép cau néi nao véi nhau.
Chéng hiéu sao anh chang nay kiém 1&i thé, t6i cling chang
ndi, nhwng trong dau thi nght dd thi.

Xe qua mét day nha gbé rat dep, co rat nhiéu cay sbi, nhin
rat hay, duwong cir xudng déc dan xudng dan, tron nhung
rat dep, cdm giac se lanh chr khéng bubt gia, téi thay cai
cam giac nhw ctia mua thu vay. O day nha nao ciing réng
va ¢6 hang rao bang gb. Hoa xung quanh nha bat dau né&
xanh d& tim vang rwc r&. Téi cr mai ngam téi mirc quén ca
chang Jess va nhirng tiéng 6n ao trong xe. Ryan c6 hai t6i
may lan thi phai, téi cling khéng chéac la anh néi chuyén voi
t6i hay v&i ai, vi canh vat noi day hay qua. Va Ryan ciing
dé yén cho tdi ngam, anh mim cwi thich tha.
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Xe dirng trwd'c mot ngdi nha gb to, co6 mét hdp thw hinh cai
thuyén trwdc nha, mét bui cdy hoa mau dé né ruc r&, bén
dwdi cd xanh va hoa nhd xiu dang lén di sdc mau 1am tam.
Troi & day lanh hon trén Manhattan, nhuwng khéng bubt,
thay se se ky la.

Nhwng t6i d& y ngdi nha bén canh, con dep hon nhiéu. Mai
do c6 vé nhw mai ngoi & Viét Nam. Co cay leo kin hang rao
va c6 may ngbi nha tré con xinh oi la xinh. Thé 1a t6i 1&n
von lai dé. Téi thich cai du quay dung dwa, ctra nha ho m&
nhw cdng cdng vay. Ryan hdi t6i di dau vay, t6i ndi lai gan
xem ngdi nha.

Khéng chi trong la mét va dep, ngdi nha con cé mét loai
hoa la mau xanh tim rat to, t&i dinh bung lai gdn xem loai
hoa &y. Va thé rdi, t6i nghe thay tiéng Hugo: "Hey hey,
come back here, don't come there" (Nay, quay lai day di,
dirng den do). Toi ngang mat I&n chwa hiéu chuyén gi thi,
ram rAm ram ram, hai con ché pitbull to doanh nhe rang
den xi & trong nha lao ra dlrng ngay trwdc mat toi, toi chi
thiéu nwdc ngat niva ma théi. Kip nghe dworc tiéng: "Oh, my
God" va tiéng Hugo goi chii nha ctia ngdi nha do thi phai.
M6t chu pit lao téi t6i khién Ryan thét 18n va t6i theo ban
nang...chay. Nhin thdy hwéng xudng dbc t6i lao ban séng
ban chét, chay dua v&i né. Hinh nhw cd bong nguwdi chay
theo tdi, c6 thé 1a chi nha. Du sao viéc tha cho lung tung
nhw thé nay & My la pham phap, va néu téi bi can thi chac
chu nha sé nguy to, va hai con nay khéng choéng thi chay
cling vao...sé thu.

Puwong rat tron va déc, t6i chay chi thiéu nga khuyu va dap
mat xubng dét, cubi cung thi t6i cling bat dau kiét strc. Vira
chay t6i vira nghi néu téi dirng lai doa lai nd thi né cé lam
gi t6i khéng nhi. Thé rdi t6i dirng lai, né ciing...dirng lai,
ding nhin t6i gree gre grie. Qua nhién ba cha n6 dang uc
ich chay dang sau cam theo cai xich. Thé réi 1,2,3 lic nhin
thdy chd cta né, no lai lao vé& phia tdi lam téi so qua
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lai...chay tiép. Ai dé vap chan nga séng xoai, con cho
khwng lai nhin r6i...chay qua t6i, thi ra n6 chay...cha né. Toi
budn cudi qua, cudi khdng dirng day ndi. Ryan da chay téi
noi, anh d& toi day, vira dé vira vubt téc va hon vao mat toi
theo kiu an Ui t6i c6 dau khong, téi thi khéng thé ngirng
cwdi ndi vi chuyén vira xay ra. Anh néi mét luc day nghiém
trong réi thay t6i cwdi ciing 1an ra cudi. Ai dwoc chirng kién
chuy&n hém d6 ciing phai phi cudi 1a cai chac.

Birng dwoc day, toi thay ba chli nha da dat dwoc con pit tre
vé. N6 nhin téi cl griv griv griv, téi lai cang cuoi to. Va roi,
cé 1& do nhin déu né va cuwdi nhiéu qua, con chd dién
cudng giat xich ra khdi tay ba chd va lao vé phia téi va
Ryan. Va thé 13, téi lai...chay, ma khd, n6 c& dudi theo t6i,
né mac ké Ryan. Bao hai ba chd va Ryan lai hét l&n...dudi
theo. Lan nay noé dudi con dién hon, t6i d& qua mét. Cudi
cung....dwdng cut, chi con moét ngdi nha cé hang rao rat
cao. Va thé 1a, co thé that kho tin, nhuwng ma co 18 do ban
nadng...sinh tén, tdi da liéu minh tré o qua, chi gap mot tréy
ngai lon, do la cai ao dai cua toi dinh vao cong go cua hang
rao khién no bi kep, t6i khong tai nao nhay xudng duorc,
danh phai dé né dat lai nhw thé va nhay xuébng, ai d& chwa
hét, cai 4o len bén trong cla téi lai bi vwéng tiép luc toi
nhdy xubng, va..XOET, né bi toac ra rach bwom. Nhay
xudng, tdi dirng khwng lai, nhin cai 4o, téc ri hét cd mét, co
|& luc d6 trong tham hai I&m, ngudi tdi néng ran, roi t6i lai
ngwdc 1én xem cai 4o choang dai bi dat va hoi choang
vang vi minh cé thé leo qua dwoc mét cai hang rao cao
nhw vay. Nhin qua hang rao, ba cha lai bat dwoc cha pit roi.
Ryan nhao t&i, chirng kién sy ta toi clha t6i roi vira cudi
vira thét [én: "Oh my god, unbelievable, are you OK?" (Oi
troi o, khéng thé tin dwoc, em 6n khéng). Téi nghiéng dau
cuwoi lai: "Yeah, totally".

Ba chud con ché di t¢i va noi hét hai: "Are you sure you are
OK? DON'T EVER AND NEVER RUN BEFORE A DOG,
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OK?" (Cb c6 chac 1a 6n khéng? Birng bao gi¢r chay truéc
mot con chd, ok?). Tadi cha biét ndi gi chi cudi, cha 1& ndi
v&i ba 4y rang, thue ra tdi chay vi trong sau tham téi...thich
chay that, toéi thich chay dua v&i nd, thich cai cam giac gi
d6 mao hiém, thich dién dién va thich dwgc moi nguoi
quan tam. Toéi chot nhé té¢i Lavender, nhan ra vi sao ¢cb éy
thich t6i, toi cling hoang dai nhw cé Ay, chi |a t6i dién theo
mét phong cach khac ma théi. Thwc s la téi thich cam giac
nay, nhé ngay nao, nhd xiu, t6i va mdt con ché cling dubi
nhau, chi khac Ia t6i....dudi no, va né 1a...cho dail

Tré vé cung Ryan, trong toi léch théch, cd mot dam ngudi
16 nhd dirng trwdc clra nha ngwdi ba con ciia Hugo. Ho tao
tac héi xem t6i c6 OK khong. D6 1a mét gia dinh I&n nguoi
Tay. T6i ciing nhin thay Jess da bé mii dang nhin téi day to
mo. Cau Ay trdng that 1a cool véi mot nhum toc & trén dau.

Ldc nay thi khuén mat cda tat cd moi nguwdi da dwoc nhin
rd, Jess cling nhin t6i rd hon va cau ta cling hay nhin toi
hon, khong lanh lung nhw luc & trén xe 6 t6.

Party clia ho toan thay hat hd va cac mén an truyén théng
Puperto Rico. C6 1& Ia ddng hwong nén Ryan va Hugo than
thiét nhau dén vay. Gia dinh cla Hugo rat quy mén hai anh
em Ryan va tat nhién ca t6i nira. C6 mot ba bac dirng tudi
béo U, ndi tiéng Anh khéng sdi nhung cir tAm téc khen t6i
xinh. Pwoc cai tdi dé an nén hém dé téi an dwoc hét cac
mén an, ¢ vai mén hoi ngai ngai va rat chua, dic trung
cua ho thi phai, _nhung t6i khen ngon hét. Ho vira an vira
hat, Ryan va may ngudi ban ngdi dém guitar hat cac ban
nhac tiéng Tay Ban Nha, t6i ngdi cb vi.

T&i ddu gid chiéu la téi da ngap ngan dai vi budn ngl va
choi nhiéu cling kha mét, nhung dwoc cai rat vui. Téi ngdi
canh Ryan sudt ca budi nhung chang néi chuyén dwoc cau
nao v&i em trai clia anh. DU sao t6i ciing thdy hoi khé gan
cho du Jess rat hay cudi va kha ga lang.
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2h gi do, Lavender goi dién cho t6i hdi t6i dang & dau. Toi
ndi rang t6i dang di picnic, cé &y thoang horn dbi vi khéng di
dwoc cung t6i. Lavender noi rang ban trai cd ay da vé va
dinh ra t6i chiéu nay di gap. Téi hen cé &y khi ndo vé sé
goi, ho sé Ién dao cho toi.

5h chung téi tr& vé. Téi kha bubn ngd. Tw nha choi cling
vui nhwng hém nay cé sw kién con cho dudi sé 1a sy kién
lam t6i nhé mai budi di choi ngay hém nay, nghi lai ma toi
ct phai phi cwdi. Téi ndm ngl mét chat trén xe, vé con gap
Lavender va anh chang Josh kia nira chir. Cling mudn hai
xem hém no cd &y vé nha Billy co rac rdi gi véi Mei hay
khong?

Gan vé dén noi thi Lavender lai goi dién, néi rang ho dang
chd t6i & ven sdng gan nha, tdi néi cling sap vé. Tai dinh
bdo Ryan sé di cung choi v&i ho va dé ai d6 trén xe, Jess
chang han lai xe dwa may nguwoi kia vé. Téi bdo Lavender
ra phd Main dé don toi vi xe sé dirng & do.

Tw xa da thay mot cd gai cao cao véi médt cai do choang ¢
c6 mau hdng, bén canh [a mét anh chang rat cao to, mai
téc dai xu budc lai, hoi vang vang, dung kiéu dac trng cua
nguwoi da mau. Nhin dich thi la hai nguoi mau. Ryan cui
xudng ngoé nghiéng khi thay ho réi thét 1&én: "They are your
friends? That's the girl you are talking about? That's his girl
friend?" (Ho la ban em a? Kia c6 phai cd gai ma em da ké
khéng? La ban gai cia anh chang kia a?) Téi "Yes, yes"
lién tuc. T6i thdy Jess cling nhdm nguwdi I&n nhin, va hinh
nhw trong xe ai ciing nhin thi phai. Téi nghi tham, déi nay
ndi bat qua. Cling tw hao vi ban minh dep nira.

Xubng xe, t6i dinh bung sé gi&i thieu Ryan v&i Lavender
ngay. Nhung chua kip, toi thdy anh chang Josh kia d tron
mat roi toét miéng cwoi, Lavender cling vay, va ho bat tay
Ryan dung kiéu ban bé l1au ngay mai gap.

- Hi, Ryan - Josh nai!
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Phan 30

Thoang mét chut gi dé ngac nhién! Ho dung la cé biét
nhau, con vui cwdi x&i 1&i 1a dang khac. Khéng chi vay, khi
Jess budc xubng xe, Lavender con kéu Ién day sung
swdng: "Oh, hi Jess, back to the city huh?" (O, chao Jess,
quay lai thanh phé réi a?). Jess ciing twoi tinh thay rd, ho
cwdi ndi v&i nhau, tay bat mat mng. Lavender chay sang
bén tbi lay lay canh tay: "Can't believe it, you're his girl
friend, no way, you 're lucky girl" (Khdng thé tin dworc, chi la
ban gai ctia anh 4y hah, chij 1a mét c6 gai may man do) roi
nang ghé tai téi thi thdm: "he's pretty famous" (anh 4y kha
ndi tiéng).

- You guys knew eachother? (Moi ngudi biét nhau ha?)

- We were in a same model club (Chung em cung chung
mot cau lac bé ngudi mau)

- Ryan were in a model club? (Ryan tlrng tham gia cau lac
bd ngwdi mau?). Toi thot 1én ngac nhién, Ryan chua bao
gi& ndi cho téi biét dieu nay.

- And Jess, too. They ARE SO FAMOUS (Ca Jess nira. Ho
kha ndi tiéng). Lavender nhan manh.

- How famous? He never told me that he's used to be a
model (NOi tieng nhw thé nao? Anh ay chua bao gio noi
cho t6i nghe anh ay trng la ngwdi mau).

- Oh really? You didn't tell me that your boyfriend is Ryan
also, if you did then i would (O that sao? Chj khong néi cho
em b[ét ban trai chij Ia Ryan, néu khéng em da ndi cho chi
biét rdi).

Thuc ra t6i cling chwa co nhiéu thoi gian dé tam sy voi
Lavender vé Ryan ciia minh. Chung t6i chi c6 duy nhat mét
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budi tam sw & quan pizza trén ddo va vai cudc noéi chuyén
dién thoai. PDa phan Lavender néi hét phan cua t6i, nang
lubn mo mang vé thoi trang va chang Josh.

- Ryan used to be on the cover of some magazines or stuff,
he's just so cute that we all love him. Jess is too (Ryan twng
c6 hinh trén bia mét sé tap chi, anh 4y rat dé thwong va tat
ca chung em déu thich anh &y. Jess ciing vay). Lavender
nhay mat sang Jess va cudi, giong day ninh not. "Oh, my
god, can't believe it, you must be so special to be Ryan's
girl friend, Kin" (O, khéng thé tin dwoc, chi phai rat dac biét
nén mai tré thanh ban gai cia Ryan, Kin a).

Toi thay Jess Iang nghe nhirng gi Lavender n6i va nhin t6i,
nhw kiéu xem téi "special" thé ndo ma anh trai cla cau ta
va ca Lavender lai thich t6i dén thé. Lavender ndi nhu tia
lia va té ra rat sung swéng.

Téi cling thay vui nhwng tw nhién c6 mot cam giac hoi lac
I6ng trong dam ngwoi nay. Chung t6i nght rang sé di dau do
an ubng réi t&i club, Jess ciing xin di theo va mét anh
chang khac cla ban nhac sé lai xe vé truwdc. Lai mét ta thac
mac trong dau mudn héi Ryan vé viéc sao anh cha bao gid
ké cho toi viéc anh da tirng di lam ngwdi mau, cha bao gidr
thdy Ryan noéi, va ciing chwa biét vi sao anh lai khéng tiép
tuc? Hay la anh van dang tiép tuc ma téi khéng biét?

Chuwa kip hoi cau héi nay voi Lavender thi nang quay sang
héi t6i: "He quits modeling now, i think, do you know?" (Anh
4y da khong lam ngudi mau niva, chi biét khdong?). "No, i
don't even know that he WAS a model" (Khong, t6i khong
hé biét anh 4y da tirng 1a ngwdi mau). Téi nghi rang minh
dang hoi hon déi.

Chuling t6i di tau dién ngam sang Manhattan dé tim mot
quan an Mexico theo nhw dé nghi cia Ryan. H6m nay

Ryan khdng chi @n salad ma ca hamburgers nira, Jess
cling vay. Con t6i chi an hamburger. D€ y thay Jess rat
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quan tdm va hay nhin Lavender cw¢i néi. Luc nay téi nhin
Josh ky hon. Néu néi day 18 mdt ngudi da mau thi anh ta
c6 mdt ngoai hinh cwc ky OK. Josh khdong cé dbéi mbi day
va lan da xam xit, da anh dung chat da nau, mai toc mau
vang vang xu va déi mat nau den hai trong rat dep, kiéu
mau hoa trén xanh va den. Dang nguoi rat ran réi, anh ta &
bén canh Lavender trong rat dac biét va dep déi. Ca déi noi
va cudi rat nhiéu, Josh rat hay hdi chuyén téi, rang téi &
dau, dang lam gi, co thich New York khéng, quen Ryan ra
sao, da di nhirng dau, ludn miéng khen téi dé& thwong khién
t6i thay anh ta that d& mén. Ryan hay mim cuwoi tw hao nhin
t6i moi 1an tdi nhan dwoc mot |&i khen, con Jess, ciing chi
cwdi va hu nhw khéng néi 16 nao, cau ta that kho hiéu.

T6i thi thdm vao tai Ryan va héi " Why you never told me
about your modeling things?" (Sao anh chwa bao gi& noi
véi em vé cbng viéc ngwdi mau cua anh?). "Oh, just long
ago, i'd been there for just several months and just a stupid
part time job, not a nice thing to talk about" (O, chuyén d6
lau réi, anh tirng tham gia mét vai thang, né chi 1a mot viéc
lam thém ng& ngén, chang co gi hay dé néi dén ca). Toi
thay twng tlrc, cha 1& cl phai la gi d6 hay thi méi ké cho toi
nghe sao, nghe chirng céng viéc tha vi day chir. Téi cha ké
cho anh nghe ké ca dam ba chuyén vé van téi [am cong tac
vién cho may t& bao va truyén hinh héi & Viét Nam d6 théi.

M6t phan vi qua budn ngl va mét méi, mot phan vi hon doi
véi Ryan. Mat t6i cir phai cang ra dé "tiép chuyén" nén khi
ho dang quyét dinh di club nao thi tdi dirng day xin phép ra
vé. "WHAT?" (Gi co?) Lavender kéu I&n: "You are NOT
going anywhere, you're with us today, i won't let you go,
girl" (Chj khéng duwogc di, chi phai & day véi bon em hém
nay, em khéng dé chj di dau). Ryan nadm tay t6i hdi: "You're
tired? Are you OK? Are you sure you want to go home?"
(Em mét a? Em 6n ch? Em mudn vé nha w?). "Yes, i'm so
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sleepy, i have to go to the nail salon tomorrow" (Vang, em
budn ngud qué rdi, em con phai t&i tiém nail ngay mai).

Ryan néi rang néu t6i mét thi anh 4y sé& dwa t6i vé. Toi thay
hoi ngai vi lau ngay ho méi gap nhau, gi& chang 1& Ryan
dwa t6i vé thi anh ciing sé chang quay lai, Jess cling dang
c6 anh nhin kho chju. Thé nén téi danh déng y di, nhwng
ma chi mét luc théi. Lavender ndm tay t6i rat chat kéo di
nhw thé so t6i chay thoat. Con Ryan, anh cé vé lo lang vi
nght rang chac téi dang mét mai Idm. Anh hén vao ma toi
mot cai nhw an Ui.

Goi la club nhung né giébng nhw pub, nhé bé va téi mau.
Trong nay hoi bi va nhiéu mui khé chju. Vira vao Ryan da
nhan mat la "unhealthy environment", dung la hoc y cé
khac, nhin dau ciing thdy bénh tat. Lavender thi da nhay
nhét theo tiéng nhac va ra I&n luc l&c, hém nay cd 4y vui
that, khéng giéng nhw hém no budn chan, nhwng vé dién
loan ddc trwng thi van thay ré. Lavender ci dinh lao ra
nhay thi Josh lai 16i lai lam chang toi clr budn cudi.
Lavender con kéo t6i ra lam téi giat minh, vi th& nhét 14 toi
khéng biét nhay, thr hai la t6i khéng quen nhdy nhot & may
chén nhw thé nay. Ryan phai "xin phép" mai Lavender dé
co 4y khong 16i t6i ra nira. Jess ngoi Iac lw theo tiéng nhac
va ngdm nhin Lavender xinh dep. C6 4y da c&i phang cai
ao choang ngoai, bén trong la chiéc 4o trang bo va quan
bd, nhin dep mién ché. Josh da théi khéng "ngan can" va
dé cho Lavender ty do, mét Itc sau thi anh ta ciing lao ra
nhay cung.

Quan cang ngay cang déng mac du con kha som. Ryan noi
rang anh chi dén quan nay c6 mét lan, t cai hdi con trong
cau lac bé nguwdi mau gi gi do. Toi héi tai sao anh lai nghi,
Ryan néi rang anh khoéng cé thdi gian va qua ban roén. Anh
con phai lo ca mét ctra hang ruwgu cuda gia dinh trén
upstate, vira di hoc va thwc tap, khéng con thdi gian cho
cong viéc ngudi mau ngoai gi& nira. Ryan noi rang thuwc ra
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né khéng quan trong nén anh ciing chdng nhé ra ma ké
cho téi nghe.

Téi da rat mét, néi chuyén lai clr phai hét, nhac lai to, khéng
khi bi bach nén bét dau thay rat chéng mat. Trwdc mat toi
tirng doi tirng ddi nhay nhét, co rat nhiéu cap dong tinh 6m
nhau lac lv dién cudng. Chang Ryan cua t6i bi ho soi cho
t&i bén, t6i nhan thdy ca sw ngai ngung trong mat cla
Ryan, c¢6 khi anh cling dang rat mét va chang muén téi day.
Jess thi da di dau méat. Con hai ching téi, t6i chi mubn noi
v&i Ryan rang chang ta vé di ma thoi.

B4t ngd, mot ngwdi dan 6ng tién tdi, téi vira nhin thay éng
ta 6m mét chang trai tré nhay nhot ngay gan day. Thoang
rung minh, 6ng ta nhin Ryan cw®i nhan nhé: "Hi boy, come
on, come on" (Cau bé, dén day nao), cai giong "come on,
come on" nghe nhira nhwa khién t6i hodng hét that su.
Ryan nhiu may va lac dau cwoi lich sw, 6ng ta vay vay cai
tay réi chi t6i: "This is your chick? What? Come on come
on" (Pay 1a c6 bd nhd cla cau a? Ra day ndo). Téi thay
mat Ryan dé Ién va pha vé tlrc gian. "Would you excuse
us?" (Ong phai xin 16i chung t6i day). Tai hiéu tinh canh I3,
éng ta dang moi Ryan nhay, that 1a 16 mang, toi ngdi 1U U
day ma 6ng ta dam lam nhw vay. T6i cam thay vO cung kho
chiu, nhat 1 cai anh mat dam & trong mat ctia nguoi dan
ong téi nght la ddng tinh nay. Thu(yng thi t6i rat duwoc may
nguoi dong tinh yéu quy, dac biét la & tiém nail, noi co rat
nhiéu nguwdi lui t&i dé son slra mong tay, ho da phan rat
dang yéu va dac biét yéu mén t6i. Nhwng ma dau ciing thé,
nguwdi nao cling cé dam bay loai. Téi dang chuan bi 1én con
bwc minh thi thy Jess quay tré lai. Cau ta hiéu ra van dé
nhanh chéng va kéo ga dan 6ng tho bi kia di chd khac, nhuw
thé clru nguy cho chung t6i. Téi thdy Ryan mat van dé gay
gat, cui dau réi nhin vé phia ly rwou trén ban Iang thinh mot
lic, c6 1& anh dang tirc gian hodc xau hé trwdc mat toi.
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T&i nght cling dau co gi tram trong dau, dau phai 16i tai anh.
Nhwng t6i bat dau thiy ngét ngat 1dm rdi. Jess quay tré lai,
gi® mai thay cau ta nhin t6i ndi: "You should go home with
Ryan, Ryan, take her home!" (C6 nén vé& nha cung Ryan.
Ryan, dwa c6 ay vé di). Jess hat mat nhu ra Iénh. "OK".
Ryan bao t6i dirng day stra soan vé thdi, anh néi anh ciing
mét I&m réi. Ryan vay vay vé phia cap d6i Josh va
Lavender, mdt lic ho méi nhin thdy ching t6i. Lavender
chay lai ngay va hdéi han niu kéo, nhwng Jess bao: "Let
them go home Lave, we'll have another time" (D& ho vé di
Lave, con dip khac ma). T6i thdy Jess con kién quyét hon
ca Ryan va t6i, that dang ngac nhién, nhwng ciing vi thé ma
Lavender chiu cho chung téi vé, cd 4y ra hiéu phone y rang
sé& goi dién cho co ay sau nhé.

Ra khai club t6i thay nhe ca nguoi va trong lanh han, cé 1&
t6i khéng thich sy 6n ao kiéu nhw vay, ciing 1a lan dau tién
t&i may ché an choi dé nén chwa quen. Luc nay dé y phone
mai biét cé may cai missed calls (cudc goi nh&) lién, may
lan cda Billy va may lan cla...Ronie. Téi goi cho Billy xem
c6 chuyén gi, anh hai tdi rang c6 phai téi va Lavender dang
& cung nhau hay khong? Téi néi Lavender dang & trong
club, Billy hoi club & dau va xin dia chi, t6i doc cho anh dia
chi. Billy néi rang téi dirng di theo Lavender nhw thé niva va
nén vé nha di. Téi néi minh dang trén dwéng vé nha roi.

Ryan hoi t6i cé so khéng Iuc ga dan 6ng kia dinh gié tro
sam s& anh ngay trwdc mat téi. Téi ndi cling hoi chon chen
nhwng toi tin rang han chang lam gi dwoc ching téi. Réi bt
ng® ca hai cung pha Ién cwéi vi sy viéc cling ¢é gi dau, va
Vi n6...budn cwdi that, tw nhién thady nhe nhdm ca nguoi.

Ronie lai goi dién. Téi cdm thay bj lam phién va chot nady ra
y dinh, dwa may cho Ryan nghe. Ryan ngac nhién khi toi
dwa may. Téi noi, anh nghe hé di, "he keeps chasing after
me, I'm tired" (Anh ta c& theo dudi em, em mét maéi Iam).
Ryan lai nhiu may day vé kho chiu va anh nhac may nghe
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ngay. "Yes, who are you?" (Anh la ai?). Ryan hoi qua dién
thoai, giong lanh tanh!
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Phan 31

- "She doesn't like you calling, would you mind stop
bothering her?" (C6 ay khong thich anh goi dén, anh c6 thé
thdi khong quéy ray co 4y duoc khdng?). DAy la nhivng gi
cudi cung toi nghe thay trwéc khi Ryan dap may. Cudc dbi
thoai dién ra ngén hon so véi téi twdng. Téi co thé doan ra
phan &ng clha Ronie, cé thé la "Sorry, OK". Téi cling thay
hoi budn va tiéc mot diéu gi d6 khi cé hanh ddng nhw vay,
nhwng ma t6i phai lam thé.

Ryan cua téi van khéng dwoc vui cho 1am, khéng hiéu vi
sao anh lai phai xtic ddng dén vay. "Who is it guy? How do
you know him?" (Anh ta la ai vay? Sao em biét anh ta?).
"He's boyfriend of the girl working with me at the spa" (Anh
4y 1a ban trai ciia mét ¢6 1am cung em tai tiém spa). "HER
BOYFRIEND? How come he has your number?" (Ban trai
clia co kia w? Lam thé nao dé anh ta c6 s6 dién thoai clta
em?). "He stole it from her cell, a bad man huh?" (Anh ta
lay trdm ti dién thoai clia cd gai kia, t& qua phai khéng?).
"You talked with him a lot too?" (Em cé néi chuyén véi anh
ta nhiéu khéng?). "No, not a lot" (Khéng, khéng nhiéu 1&m).
T6i néi dbi, vi t6i thady Ryan khéng dwoc vui. Co & anh
dang ghen day, nhwng nhw thé lai lam t6i vui. Chung toi da
qua it co hoi dé& dwoc ghen tudng nhau, ngoai trr tdi ghen
Garbriel, con anh chwa bao gi& ghen v&i toi ca.

Thé rdi, bat ngd, anh lai hoi: "Billy, your boss, i mean, he's

OK?" (Billy, cht tiém nail ciia em 4y ma, anh 4y co van dé
gi khéng?). Téi ngac nhién, sao tw nhién anh lai hdi vé Billy
nira nhi? Ciing c6 déi luc t6i k& cho Ryan nghe vé nhirng
chuyén ky la t6i cdm nhan & Billy, mbi quan hé cla anh ta
va gia dinh Lavender, nhwng tw nhién lai hdi "he's OK?" cw
thdy la la sao vay. "Can i meet him?" (Anh c6 thé gap anh
ta khong?). "Who, Billy?" (Billy w?). "Yes, i want to meet
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him" (!, anh mudn gap anh ta). "Why?" (Tai sao?). Ryan
vudt mét thé dai, réi khéng tra 1o, anh quay sang ém t6i roi
khom nguwdi xubng ngad dau 1én vai téi, khéng quén tang toi
mot nu hén 18n ma. Chang t6i da trén tau dién ngam dé tré
vé ddo. Khéng thdy noi gi nira, Ryan la vay, t6i biét anh
dang mét méi va suy nghi, déi luc cling that 1a khé hiéu.
Nhwng khi anh I&ng yén ti sé dé cho anh lang yén!

Tré vé, chang t6i quyét dinh di doc ddo dé tré vé nha chiy
khéng bét xe bus dd. Téi hoi lanh, vi chiéc 4o len rach
khéng mac dwoc niva da bd lai. Ryan cdi chiéc quén quang
cb to clia anh réi quan quanh t6i, &m ap mét cach la ky. Téi
cling lo anh bi lanh nhwng anh bao strc khde cla tdi quan
trong hon.

Tr& vé nha, check mail. Téi nhan dwoc mdt cai mail bat
ngo tr moét ngwdi ban cach day da kha lau. Bo la mét
ngwdi ban trai. K& so qua cho moi ngu®i vé mbi quan hé
cua chung t6i nhé.

Anh &y tén 1a N (xin gidu tén nhé!). N 14 con mét clia mot
nguwdi ban clia bd téi, hoc violon tlr nhd, rat tai nang. B
anh va bd t6i la hai ngudi ban kha than nhau tir 1au roi.
Nhwng mai dén nam hoc I&p 11 1an dau tién téi méi dwoc
gap N khi anh 4y ché bb dén choi véi bb téi. N luc nay da
vao dai hoc (anh hon t6i 3 tudi). Téi nhé d6 la mét chang
trai khd manh khanh, hay dé lwng méat khi cwdi rat dé
thwong, khudén mat dé coi, nhwng nhin anh clr...mong
manh sao vay. Luc d6 téi nhay tw trén gac xubéng nha va
chuan bj vac xe di choi, chao hdi toe toét du ciing chang
can biét diy 1a ai. Téi co liéc qua anh, thy anh nay cling
dé thwong, bd anh cé néi vai cau gan ghép hai dira khién
mat N c& dé Iwng 1én, rdi hinh nhw anh &y c6 nhin theo t6i
cho dén tan luc tdi dat xe ra khéi cdng.

Thé rdi, chung toi gép lan th hai khi t6i dwoc di xem buoi
bieu dién nho tee thién cua anh, cho HGOi chir thap d‘é.
Nhwng ma t6i rat ngac nhién vi mot chang trai trdng hién
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lanh "manh khanh" nhw vay ma lai choi dan say mé va ngot
ngao t&i nhuw thé. Toi that sy xdc déng, nhwng do la tinh
cam cla sy ngwdng md va khéng cé gi xa hon. Ty nhién
thdy anh nang dwa...bd anh Ay t&¢i nha choi véi bd téi hon,
thinh thodng 1an la hdi may bl tranh trong nha cé phai do
t6i vé& hay khdng? Téi dang lam gi? Sao khéng xudng choi?
M6t 14n chung téi da néi chuyén thwc sy véi nhau, téi noi
vé hdi hoa, vé am nhac, du thv trén treri dwdi bién ma toi
biét, khéng quén bay té s hAm mé clia minh t&i tiéng dan
cta anh. T6i chi thdy anh 4y nhin téi sudt, thinh thoang lai
gat gu, hodc mat lai d3, ma t6i thi so khéng gian chét nén
cang néi 1dm, néi cho t&i khi mét ri.

C6 mét 1an, N sang nha tdi va mubn néi ché téi di xem trién
lam cla mot hoa sT ma t6i khéng nhé tén gan trén Trang
Tién thi phai. Téi hoi bat ng®, lan dau tién t6i dwoc mét anh
chang nao dé deo, cling pha chut héi hop. Téi nhé n90| sau
xe N ma cam giac la l&m, cir ngai ngai va so sQ. Thé réi luc
vé, lai ri téi di an kem, trdi thi xam xit sép mwa, nhung ma
t6i déng y, vi toi...rat thich kem. Pang an thi tréi d6 mwa
that, ching tdi trd dai vao mét cai chd ciing khéng
duwoc...kin cho 1dm gan dé. T6i bao mwa thé nay ma dwoc
nghe dan thi tuyét nhi. Anh &y bao "Ch® nhé, khéng di dau
nhé", rdi lao ra ldy xe di dau mét hut, déi dau tran trong
muwa luén. Téi van con dang thadc mac anh nay di dau thi
anh &y da lai quay tré lai, thi ra N vira vé nha...Iay dan,
khéng quén da mac theo ao mwa du cai dau wot rwot. Va
thé 14 anh 4y ngdi kéo dan cho téi nghe trong tiéng mua,
mac k& sy td mo va ldng nghe cla nhitng nguwdi xung
quanh. Vi thé ma tdi chd bao gi® quén duwoc con ngudi
nay.

Chung t6i ¢ nhe nhang nhw thé thoi, toi biét la anh ay
thich t6i lam, nhwng chang hiéu sao, téi ct lan tranh du anh
anh rat dang yéu va an twong. Dén gid t6i van chwa hiéu
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tai sao, co 1& do t6i...tré qua, chwa dd ban linh dé yéu (day
la t6i nhé!).

Nam t6i vao dai hoc ndm thtr nhat thi N sang Nga hoc, anh
hoc nang cao v& am nhac. Cé |& day la Iuc kho khan véi
anh, vi do la quyét dinh cta gia dinh va suat hoc bbng rat
nhiéu tién ma anh c6 dwoc. Nhwng ma anh lwu luyén Ha
Noi 1am, va anh co vé rat so phai xa t6i, cho du téi va anh
cha di dén dau ca, mét cai ndm tay chung t6i ciing chua
bao gi& cé.

Néu cé ai dé da doc bai viét cla t6i c6 tén Ia "Hwdng vé
mat tr&i, nhirng moén qua cua tinh yéu" ciling trong blog nay,
sé biét cau chuyén cla t6i vé mot hoa si gia vé tidng chan
dung t6i ngdi dwdi anh mat trevi, mot blrc tranh rat dep cda
mot hoa sT lich sir. Tai yéu quy blre tranh 8y vé cung, va N
cling dac biét thich nd. Anh ngd y mudn xin tdi blrc tranh
nhuwng t6i kién quyét khéng dong y, ddi voi toi khong chi
brc tranh d6 dep ma né con la mot ki niém rat dang quy,
khéng thé cho ai hét. Thé rbi, mdt ngay, t6i khéng cé nha,
do 1a ngay trwde khi anh bay sang Nga. Anh dy dén nha ti,
chéng hiéu néi gi v&i ba téi ma ba déng y cho anh 4y thao
blrc tranh cdm vé. Luc vé nha, t6i chét I&ng khi biét nd da bi
"thG" méat. Tc toc, t6i mod sang nha anh, dng "biéu tinh"
doi bang duwoc, bd me kéu anh 4y khéng cé nha, téi bao
cac bac tim cho chau birc tranh nhwng ho bao khéng tim
thdy. Thé la t6i cir dirng khoc nivc nd & do va tire gian anh
t&i tim tai. Va thé |a anh Ay da di mang theo ca ki niém yéu
quy cua t6i di sang troi Tay. Toi gian anh Ay tr day va
khéng bao gi& thém lién lac lai. Anh 4y c6 viét cho t6i mot
la thw rat dai, rat rat dai, va la |4 thw duy nhét glri cho t6i ty
ngay 4y, co |8 do méi sang va trong tam trang bat 6n nén
mé&i dai nhw vay. N néi rang anh 4y da qua tiéc nubi khi
khéng dam gtri cho téi mot [0 t6 tinh, t6i la mét nguwoi dac
biét trong trai tim anh éy, va vi toi vo tw va tré con qua, anh
&y khong n& lam gi "van duc" hét. Anh 4y c6 thé lam nhiéu
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diéu hon nira c6 dwoc tdi nhwng ma réi lai khéng dam, anh
4y thém nghe t6i ngdi noi luyén thuyén. Va rang luc téi dén
doi bire tranh, anh 4y dang trén trong phong, t6i khéc anh
ay cling khoc...

14/2 va ngay sinh nhat, bao gi& téi cing nhan dwoc hai cai
thiép cta anh, chi vén ven duy nhat hai chir "Miss you"!
That tiéc, t6i chwa tirng trd I&i anh d|eu gi, va bay gio toi
van déu déu nhan duoc hai cai thiép 4y mbi nam.

Nam do téi sang New York nén khdéng nhan dwgc thiép.
Anh viét email cho t6i, néi rang minh sé& sang New York
choi, anh biét t6i & bén nay, va email Ia do anh héi dd ban
t6i ma ra. Anh sé& sang do khodng mét tuan. Pa lau 1am roi,
anh muén dwoc gap t6i mét 1an, "hy vong em cho anh co
héi char?".

Ldc nay tinh than tdi cling thodi mai, khdng con buc tic
hon gian lau nira, va da coi anh nhw mét ngudi ban binh
thworng, thwe sy trong tham tam t6i van mubdn lién lac lai
v&i anh. Taéi viét cho anh dia chi va sé dién thoai clia minh.
Khoang gitra tudn sau anh sé& sang day, tdi cling héi hop
mudn gép lai gi&¥ xem anh da ra sao. Nhwng c6 18 d6 ciing
la mot sai 1am cla toi...

Khuya, t6i mét ma van chwa ngl dwoc. Da bat dau suy
nghi cho t&i cai ngay t6i s€ phai quay tré lai Viét Nam va xa
nhirng con nguwdi tdi méi gan bé noi day, dac biét 1a Ryan,
c6 phai 1a sai 1am khi tim ra anh hay khéng nhi? Lac dé téi
s& budn t&i thé ndo day? Nhwng t6i van tw néi véi ban than
minh rang, "hdy quan trong hién tai hon twong lai" dé thoi.
Let it be, céi gi dén sé& dén, tan hwéng nhirng gi minh c6 di
da.

HOm sau, di lam, t6i gap lai Billy. Ngac nhién vi hai ba ngay
khéng gdp tréng anh &y khac quéa, con cha cao rau niva,
ph& phac. Téi héi anh bang tiéng Anh: "You look tire d,
Billy, what's wrong?" (Trobng anh mét mdi qua, Billy, cé

171



chuyén gi vay?). Billy nhin t6i d& dan: "Anh sé gidi thiéu em
sang tiém nail m&i nhé, em vé duoc rdi, em nén chuyén di
ché khac nhiéu khach hon nhé?". Oi, anh 4y dang hon dbi
gi t6i chang? Téi nhiu may té vé khéng hiéu. "Em nén di di,
dirng & day". Rdi anh 4y kéu 1én: "Oi mét méi qua".

Thoang cé khoang lang, téi thdy sbc va ngac nhién. Noi di
Billy, c6 chuyén ma, chuyén gi vay?
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Phan 32

N6i 1a 1am. Billy nhac may va goi dién cho ngudi ban nao
doé & tiém nail & bén Queens, hdi han xem cd ta céd thé
nhan dwoc "mét ngwdi ban" cta Billy xubng dwéi d6 1am
viéc hay khdng? "Con nhé noéi giong Ha Noi day, dé thuwong
ld&m". T6i nghe thay Billy chém cau dé vao nén mim cudi,
anh ay nhin t6i va ciing cuoi theo. Nhung t6i thay hoi budn
budn.

Dap may, Billy ndi rang t6i co the & day hét tuan nay néu
muon, roi anh ta sé dan toi xuong mot tiém nail rat dep va
chuyén danh cho nguoi da trdng bén Queens, sé& dé chiju
hon bén nay rat nhiéu. "Dang nhé& khi em lén tay réi anh
phai cho em di s&m, nhwng anh c& mubdn gitr em lai & day".
T6i ndi chung chang biét néi gi, cdm giac 1an 16n. Téi da rat
mudn di khéi chd nay vi nghi rang né ngét ngat, nhwng khi
chuyé&n d6 sap xay ra thi tw nhién t6i lai thady budn, Billy du
sao ciing 1a mot ngudi tét.

"H6m qua anh dwa Lavender vé nha day, anh dau dau qua
roi, em dirng theo Lave dén nhirng noi nhw vay nira dwgc
khéng? Em cé thé choi véi nhd, néi chuyén véi nhd, nhung
dirng di theo nhé? Bwoc khéng?"

"Qé sao dau a, di club théi ma, em théy thanh nién bén nay
van di ma, c6 sao dau, sao nhw c6 chuyén gi nghiém trong
vay?"

"T[c‘)’i, théi, ma em gap ban trai cia Lave rdi chi¢? Cau ta
thé nao?"

"A, dé thwong ra phét, chi la..." Téi ngap ngirng, Vi toi nght

Billy phai biét chuyén ba Mei khéng chap nhan chuyen tinh
yéu nay, biét dau Billy ciing gitp cho ba &y quan ly
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Lavender va ghét Josh thi sao. Hon nira, hinh nhw chuyén
ho gap nhau la pham luat gi dé.

"Thang nhé dé ciling tét, nhwng ma vi né ma Lavender bay
gi® ra néng ndi thé nay day".

"Lavender bj me cdm doan a, anh nghi thé nao?"

"Bi cdm, dung roi, bi cAm, nhwng con nhd vi thé ma lam
viéc t6i té, anh khong biét lam sao dé giup ho dwoc niva, ba
ay cing that la qua dang, ba 4y dang hai ca con gai minh.
A, anh xin 16i em, xin 16i vi gi&i thiéu nhd véi em".

Téi thay lanh toat ngwdi vi 1&i xin 16i nay. Sao lai thé nhi?
Téi phai cdm on Billy da gi¢i thiéu cho t6i mot co ban rat
xinh dep va dang yéu ch®? Ma chang phai anh ay da rat
mudn chang t6i lam ban d6 sao?

"Sao anh lai xin 16i, em chang thich thé, em quy ban &y
ldm, ma c6 chuyén gi trdm trong dau, em chang hiéu ra sao
nira, sao anh la thé?"

Téi bat ddu phan &ng that sw, t6i mét méi béi nhirtng hanh
dong ky la cta ca Billy va nha Mei, nhat 1a cai kiéu ho vira
khinh thwéorng vira dé dat véi toi. Ho co thé co nhirng bi mat
rieng, s kiéu hanh riéng, nhuwng téi ciing c6 nhirng ty ai
riéng cia minh.

Billy ngwéc mat: "Thr tw em dbng y di &n v&i anh chir?"
"Vang". Lan nay thi tdi déng y, khdng tir chdi nira. Co ca ta
chuyén dé nai day.

Gan trwa, t6i di ra ngoai goi dién cho Lavender hdi tham
tinh hinh nhwng khéng lién lac dwgc. Toi goi dién cho
Hanh, hém nay t6i lai mudn sang nha Hanh choi, vi vira cé
mot ddng chuyén xay ra cé thé "budn" dwoc, cling thay can
c6 chd gidi tda nira. Hanh "thé &, thé a" lién tuc, c¢d nang
thich budn chuyén nén nghe t6i "quang cao" dam ba cau la
xem chirng sang rwc mat. Tdéi mudn ké cho ban 4y nghe vé
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chuyén i bj chd dubi va 6ng em trai Jess dep trai cla
Ryan nira. Chot nhé ra Hanh chwa dwoc gap Ryan.

Billy hém day c6 dién thoai lién tuc, giong cdng thang, néi
bang tiéng Quang, dich thi la v&i gia dinh ba Mei. Téi chang
biét ngay mai c6 nén tiép tuc téi spa niva hay khéng, ngai
that, c6 thé ba Mei biét chuyén ching t6i t&i club ngay hém
qua thi sao.

4h chiéu, qua budn ngu, cha hiéu sao ca ngay t6i cl chi
nghi vé Lavender nhw bj am anh vay, nhu ké...twong tw
vay. Luc dé c6 mét con bé rat dé thwong ngwdi Tay Ban
Nha vao tiém wax I6ng may, luc t6i wax cho n6 I& tay lam
tudt cai khuyén trén mii né ra, diéu nay lai cang lam toi
nhé...Lavender. RGi méot y nghi tdo bao nay ra, t6i muébn
duoc di x6 khuyén mii gibng c6 bé nay. Téi hdi con bé xd
& dau? N6 bao t¢i may phé downtown noi ban da thi hinh
xam, ho c6 dich vu xam va xé cac loai khuyén, ho lam rat
vé sinh va ddm bao. Thé 1a t6i nung nu cai y dinh di x 4y
trong dau, bat chip khéng biét bd me phan déi hay khéng
va trong sé nhuw thé nao. Lavender chac sé rat ngac nhién
khi t6i c6 mét cai khuyén mdi.

5h toi 1én tau sang nha Hanh, bdo bd me hém nay t6i &n
com véi Hanh, va ty nha rat kinh nghiém sé vé sém khéng
nhw Ian trwdc. Nha Hanh hém nay con c6 thém vai nguoi
ban nén ching tdi chi ndu an cho nhau ma théi, thi thodng
di qua lai nhdm nhay cau chuyén véi nhau chir khéng buén
duwoc thoai mai. Téi cd néi y dinh sé di x6 khuyén mudi,
Hanh bdo muén di, t6i néi hém sau tdi xudng spa & China
town, gan chd x4 khuyén, bdo chiéu Hanh sang di cung toi
nhé, ban 8y tit mat déng y.

Toi vé trwdc 11h, goi dién cho Ryan va bubn t&i 12h, chot
nh& ra can phai hoan thanh blc tranh vé ngon hai dang, vi
anh lai nh&c t&i wéc mo dwoc di bién gibng bd. "Hopefully
someday you would sail to Vietnam to meet me" (Hi vong
mot ngay anh cé thé sang Viét Nam gdp em). Tai ndi xong
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cau dé thi nwéc mét ta ra, vi t6i hiéu rang, t6i sé phai xa
anh mét ngay khoéng 1au niva ma théi. Téi khéng mudn lam
anh budn, t6i biét anh c6 nhiéu chuyén phai lo lang roi.
"Wherever | sail, you are with me" (Anh c6 di t&i dau thi em
cling s& & do véi anh nhé). Cau noi 4y, da lam cho téi ¢6
mot gidc mo dém mong mi, bat dau biét buén va lo lang
cho tinh yéu ctia minh that rdi...

Th ba...

Téi van xubng spa, t6i cd cam giac rang t6i cling sap phai
r&i khéi ca chdn nay niva. Chang c6 Mei, chang c6 Sheryl,
hém nay la mét ngwdi dan 6ng nguwdi Hoa dirng tréng clra
hang thay, éng ta cé c6 ngé qua téi mot chat rdi 1am coéng
viéc quan ly binh thwdng, cling chang héi han xem tbi thé
nao. T6i cling thiy thé 1a may. Helen hdm nay ciing nghi
lam. Tw nhién lai thAy nhe ténh, nghi thay vui vui vi chiéu
nay s& hen Hanh di xd khuyé&n mdii, khéng hiéu rdi vé sé an
noi v&i bd me thé nao. Thé nao thi thé nao, tinh sau.

Chiéu, bwéc chan ra khéi ctra, Ronie xuat hién lu 10 & gan
do 1am téi giat ban ca nguoi. Dich thi anh ta téi day vi toi, vi
Helen nghi ma, anh ta biét thira chr. Téi danh ding tiép
chuyén trong luc chd Hanh t&i. Anh ta héi hém no la ban
trai t6i sao, sao lai nghe may cua t6i, téi bao thi cé lam sao,
ban trai t6i thi phai dwo'c quyén nghe may cla toi. Ciing hoi
bwc minh nhwng hém nay téi gap Ronie lai thdy anh nay
dang thwong va cd don sao vay, tdi khdng to tiéng niva.

Hanh t&i, ban 4y ngac nhién khi thdy Ronie "Ryan day a?"
"A, khéng, day la Ronie, nh& khéng?" "A, a". "Ronie, day la
Hanh, ban than cia em". "Hai nguwoi di dau vay?" Hanh
nhanh nhau: "Di x6 khuyén mii, anh biét chd nao khéng?"
"A, &n choi di¥ ha, biét biét, ngay & China town nay, di cling
anh nhé?" T6i thoang lwdng Iw, nhung théi OK, c6 thé anh
ta biét chd nao d6 dam bao. Thé 1a ba chung t6i di x6
khuyén mii.
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D6 1a mot chd & cho Tau that nhung la tru sé cla My trang.
Ché nay chuyén danh cho xam trd va xé cac loai khuyén,
trong cling sach sé va vé sinh, kha chuyén nghiép la khac.
DU cac hinh xam to nhd treo lam mau, c6 hinh xam I&n dé
xam trén lwng dang gia t&i vai ngan do, toi hoi chét, khdng
biét x4 cai khuyén mdii bao nhiéu tién nira.

Cho mét luc, c6 mét anh chang véi da thir khuyén trén tai
trén tran, mai, lwdi, ngwdi cling xam Kin ra toe toét chao toi
khién tdi clr tron nguwoc ca mat nhw nhin thay hinh nhan la.
Anh ta mac 4o bac si dang hoang, dan t6i vao mét can
phong nhd sang choang, bao téi ngdi I&n ghé va 16i ra mét
dbng dung cu lodng xoang, téi cling hoi chdt da nhwng kha
thich tha. Lan lwot, sat thwong, anh chang diung mét ddi
gang tay t6 bd. Rdi dén cong doan hai, cong doan x4, anh
ta bdo sé khéng dung thubc t&é ma cam tryc tiép vao mii
cua toi, lai mét déi gang tay khac. "OK, I'm going to do it,
I'm not going to surprise you, OK OK?" (Nao, t6i chuan bj
lam day, t6i sé khéng lam c6 giat minh dau). Vira ndi anh ta
vira ding mét cai khoan nhé cdm thdng vao mii t6i khéng
thubc té khién téi diéng cd nguwdi, nhung rdi dién ra rat
nhanh, céng doan sau, sat trung, lai mét déi gang tay nira.
Qua that vé sinh va chuyén nghiép. Toi hai long khi da nhin
thdy mot cai khuyén mii nhd & trén mii, khéng swng va
khéng chdy mau. Va t6i deo khuyén miii ttr ngay hém day,
va cling la d&c diém dac trwng cla toi tr ngay hom day. Cai
mat t6i tréng da la no lai cang la. Moi nguoi & doé tram trd
khen tdi c6 khuyén mii hop. Toi thay rat vui, va thay minh
ding cdm nira. C&m xuyén qua mii khéng thubc té&, ma
mi thi dau c6 giéng 16 tai.

Ronie doi dan chung toi di &n & cho Tau nhwng t6i tlr chdi,
t6i cAm on vi da dan téi di x6 khuyén mii nhwng t6i mudn
di riéng v&i Hanh "co6 viéc". Ronie thoang budn ba rdi tam
biét chung téi.
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Ronie di, thi Ryan goi dién. Téi hdi hop thong bao cho anh
biét t6i da "nose piercing" (bdm khuyé&n miii) khién Ryan
ngac nhién v6 cung, t6i chet nhé ra hdm qua da khéng noi
cho anh biét y dinh nay. Ryan hai t&i tap 1a téi lam & dau,
c6 an tdan khéng? Tai sao khéng néi cho anh biét dé di
cung? T6i ndi rang da OK rdi, anh ndi tbi anh sé& dén gap toi
ngay xem thé nao.

"Hey..." R6i anh ngap ngirng. "Can | meet Billy?" (Liéu anh
c6 thé gap Billy khéng?)

To6i thé dai, théi dwoc réi, ngay mai, tdi sé dé cho Billy va
Ryan gap nhau. Ngay mai!
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Phan 33

Téi va Hanh di an lung tung mét ti rdi con dinh di xem phim.
Nhung vi lo rang cé thé Ryan sé t&i doi xem xét "vét
thwong" cGa t6i, nén hai dira quyét dinh vé. Toi rat tw tin va
thay vui vi cai khuyén mii m&i cia minh, mac du ciing thay
hoi dau dau mot chat vi gié lanh. Chac phai kiém mot cai
band aid dé bang qua, kéo vé nha bd me nhin thay thi chwa
nghi ra ly do...

Thé ma toi day Ryan cua t6i khong dén, budn xo, di sao toi
cling biét anh rat ban va mét.

B me ciing chwa phat hién ra cai khuy&n mdi.

TAi cling suy nght xem, liéu cho Billy va Ryan gap nhau co6
hop ly hay khong? Toi vira mudn gap riéng Billy dé hoi da
thtr chuy@n ma néu c6 thém Ryan sé bi han ché, viva muén
chiéu Ryan cho hai ngwdi dwoc gap nhau sém, that kho
nghi. Toi gac moi suy nghi sang mét bén, cé 1é phai nghi
mot ngay dé vé blrc tranh ngon hai ddng ma thoi, téi hy
vong Ryan sé thich va bat ngd, dao nay anh mét méi qua.

Péu that, Ronie lai goi dién. Hdi han xem cai khuyén mii
cla tdi co lam t6i dau hay khéng, tdi da vé nha chwa? Nira
ttee nira thdy tdi nghiép, co 18 anh ta la mot ké qua cé don
can ngwdi néi chuyén, vay Helen dau nhi? Ronie chang tra
|&i, "anh goi dién hdéi han em thoi, thé thoi". Téi noi rang
chéc t6i sé roi tiém nail hién tai di ch6 khac, Ronie lap tuc
sbt sang dé xuét lai cai y twéng téi chd anh ta lam, anh ta
noi chd doé rat déng khach, dac biét néu wax 16ng may va
v& mong dep thi kiém tién tét. Téi lai suy nghi, nhwng toi
mubn xem cai chd Billy gi&i thiéu né nhw thé nao da, dang
|&n tay rdi, t6i muén minh sé kiém ra tién dé& con di du lich,
thém di choi kinh khing, tham chi c6 thé sailing ché nao
cung Ryan trwéc khi vé Viét Nam thi sao...
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T6i day mudn qua, téi tiém cuta Billy cling gan trwa. Anh
chd ngd t6i mim cwoi, chot nghi sau nay t6i sang tiém
khac, chang biét cé dwoc nguwdi nao théng cdm cho cai tinh
that thwong va thich di choi nhw téi hay khéng? Du sao toi
cling da thay Billy bat dau than quen, anh ta rat tbt va quan
tam t&i téi, chac gi da l1a thich t6i, c6 thé mau ngudi nay 1a
ludn quan tam nguwdi khac nhw thé...

Toi hdi, bon minh sé di an tdi nhé, ban trai cia em mudn
dwoc gap anh. Téi thdy sw ngac nhién rd rang trén khuén
mat cla Billy, anh ay bat ngd vi téi tw nhién mudn gidi thiéu
ban trai? Mudn gap riéng t6i co? Hay la vi nghi réng toi
dang lo s¢ anh ta sam s& nén ru ban trai di cung? "OK,
duwoc thdi, anh ciing t&6 md mubn biét cau ta trong thé nao
ldm r6i". Cd lam nail cung tiém quay sang héi t6i: "Nghe
ddn bd clia nhd kinkin nay dep trai dir ha?". "Ua, c¢d nghe
hdi nao vay?". "Ui da, ai ma khong biét chi". Cd &y nd mét
nu cwdi nham hiém, t6i liéc nhin Billy, dich thi 1a anh nay
budn réi, ma Billy gap ban trai cla t6i bao gid ma biét anh
ay dep trai nhi? Ah...Lavender....

Chiéu nay thi téi khéng phai di tau dién ngam nira, Billy sé
chd t6i ra chg Tau an cai quan an quen thudc, té6i hen Ryan
vé sém sé dirng cho & do.

Ngbi trén xe cla Billy, tdi bat du thdy cdm giac mudn hai
va noi, ching t6i van cé thé naéi tiéng Viét véi nhau trudc
mat Ryan nhwng nhw thé thi qua bét lich sw, lic nay van la
hay nhét.

- "Lavender hdm no ra sao a? Cé chuyén gi vay a?"

- "A, con nhd..." Billy ngap ngirng néi nhd, rdi queo tay lai,
nghe chirng anh c& budn buén.

- "Lavender dang yéu l1am, du la ba Mei khéng thich bon em
choi v&i nhau, nhwng bon em kha hgp nhau, gap nhau
khéng dwoc nhiéu nhwng ciing cé ky niém, mot cd gai
manh mé nhwng c6 phan hoi kém may man"
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- "A, Mei la mét chuyén thdi, nhwng c6 18 em khéng nén
choi véi nhé that, anh khdng nén cai l&i ba dy chd, ba Mei
cling co y t6t thdi ma, du sao dam ba cai chuyén tinh yéu,
ba ay ciing sai roi, thdi budi nay bén nuwéc My hién dai nay
con bay trd cdm doan, cé 1& gi& hdi han cling muén roi
day..."

- "Oai, sao thé?"
Billy khit khit mai.

- "Céi gia dinh nay cé qua nhiéu ndng no vé&i anh réi, anh
bd ho di khé qua”.

- "Anh choi than vé&i ho 1dm dung khéng?". Tai hdi vo ngay
tho va do hai.

- "Em mubn biét mét bi mat khéng?"

_"Co"

Mat liéc nhin dwdng phd, nin mét hoi, Billy noi:

- "Mei 1& méi tinh dau cGa ba anh dé, nhwng héi dé éng 4y
lang nhang, ba ciing dep, nhwng dam ba bira bé nhau, gio
chéc ba van nhd 6ng 4y, sau nay Mei cé cudi ngudi khac
nhwng cling chi nght t&i ba anh théi".

- "Oi, vay co 4?" Téi nghe nhw chuyén trén phim vay.
- "Nhwng hai nha van giao du v&i nhau a?"

- "A, v§n~, sau nay anh c6 sang Hong Kong moét thoi gian
v@i ba, van thay ba ay lui t&i".

- "Ba anh & Hong Kong a? Em twédng nha anh & Sai Gon?"

- "Me anh va anh & Sai Gon, ba anh lam an bén Hong
Kong".

- "Sao lai la méi tinh dau, trwdc ca khi cwdi me anh a?"

- "Thay ba ké vay, ho quen nhau thé nao sao biét"
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- "Thao ndo ba Ay quy anh thé". Téi lai do héi thém cau
nira.

- "Ba &y dang trat nhd nhung ba anh Ién anh day". Toi
khéng biét cau néi nay cé y dua hay that nira, nhwng khéng
dam haéi xa hon. Nhwng qua la mét kham pha thua vi, téi da
hiéu ra dwoc phan nao mdi quan hé than thiét cia ho. Ca
Sheryl niva, rd rang cd &y ciing dang mé mét Billy, dung la
"cha truyén con néi".

- "Anh t6 mo vé ban trai cla em 1dm d6 nha, nghe Lavender
ndi lai, cau dé cling 1a ngwdi mau gi dé ha, dep trai co tiéng
& dat New York nay nira co”.

- "Oi trovi, gi téi mire thé, dep trai thi ¢ nhung gi téi mic
thé dau". T6i cwdi xua di. "Lavender toan néi qua, ban 4y
méi la dep co tiéng ay".

- "A, nhé cd tiéng that, xinh that, nhwng ma mai nhd vay ma
khé qua". (Ghét cai kiéu than van cla Billy, biét Lavender
khd, nhung chac con vwot xa nhirng gi t6i biét, sao cha noi
thém nhw vay nhi?).

Xe dirng, téi goi Ryan, anh bao 5 phut nira t&i. Billy di glvi
xe. Toi hdi hdp cho tdi khi hai nguwdi gap nhau. Chd mot
luc, Ryan dang di t&i, t6i thay Billy nhin chdm cham réi "A"
l&én, gat gu: "Pung réi, dung rdi, dep trai di¥ ha, trdi dung la
bd cha kinkin c6 khac". Ryan di t&i, téi gidi thiéu hai nguoi
véi nhau, Billy thdp hon Ryan kha kha, anh nhiu may mim
cwdi. Thé Ia thda man nhé Ryan, duwoc gap Billy.

Vao quan an, qua man chao héi. Téi nhéc Billy divng néi gi
nhiéu vé chuyén rac rdi v&i ba Mei va chuyén cé thé toi sé
chuyén tiém nail theo yéu cdu cla Billy. Anh 4y néi yén
tam. Ryan hém nay hoi khac, anh 8y hay cwoi hon, luc lai
dam chiéu, méi lan cwoi lam t6i lai nhé ra cai khudn mat
cua...Jess.
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"Billy, what do you think of my girl friend?" (Billy, anh nght
thé nao vé ban gai t6i?). Ryan hdi mét cau...lang xet, khién
t6i hoi kho xur.

"l think you match a perfect couple, she's beautiful and
intelligent, | just wish the best for you both" (Téi nghi hai
ban la mot cap hoan hao, c¢d Ay xinh dep va thdng minh,
chdc hai ban hanh phuc). Billy trd I&i mét cach day ngoai
giao.

"Thank you, but give me an honest comment, | dont
deserve her right?" . (Cam on anh, nhwng hay cho t6i mét
nh an xét that long di, t6i khéng xing dang véi cod Ay
chang). Sao nhirng cau hdi hdm nay cla Ryan lai ky la dén
thé, khéng ca co y dua cot va ciing khdng phai la kiéu noi
chuyén thuwéng ngay cia Ryan. Tai clr nhiu may réi lay tay
anh lién tuc, theo kiéu "why you ask such a question?"

"| assume you really trust me right Ryan? Are you not
confident of yourself beside this girl? Why not? Its you to
give the answer". (Chang 1& anh khéng tw tin khi bén canh
c6 4y sao? Tai sao vay? Chinh anh cé thé co cau tra i
ma).

"l know Lavender, she talked with me about you, that's why
| want to meet you, she said you're pretty clever, far beyond
what you are showing now". (Ti blet Lavender, c6 ay noi
v&i t6i vé anh, va dé Ia ly do tdi mudn gap anh, c6 ay noi

anh rat théng minh, théng minh hon nhiéu nhirtng gi anh
dang té ra).

"Haha, thank you Ryan, but only you know whether you
deserve your girl or not" (Haha, cdm on Ryan, nhwng chi c6
anh biét liéu anh c6 xrng v&i cd ay hay khéng théi)

"You know what | mean" (Anh biét t6i mudn néi gi ma).
Ryan ndéi.
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Cang ngay cang khé hiéu nhirng gi Ryan néi, t6i thay Billy
nhin sang téi,’déi mat ngau do, mot anh nhin that khac. Va
Ryan ciing thé.

"There's also one thing | want to tell you both today, its
about Lavender, may be you don't know her as much as |
do, she's like sister to me. | want to avoid Kin from her but
in another thought how | want you to help her, | think she
needs you" (C6 mét diéu t6i mudn ndi véi ca hai ngudi hém
nay, do la vé Lavender, co thé moi nguoi khong ré cé ay
bang t6i, cod ay gan nhw 1a em gai toi. TOi ntra Kin khéng
tlep xuc v&i co ay nira mubn Kin giup d& Lave, téi nghi 1a
c6 &y can em day Kin a). Billy quay sang nhin tai va noi thé.

"OK, its time you tell me what's wrong with Lavender" (Ok,
anh hay noi cho em nghe vé nhirng chuyén cua Lavender
di)

"She"s addicted ‘to drug, she needs treqtment, Mei is crazy"
(C6 ay nghién rdi, c6 ay can phai di diéu tri, Mei dang dién
I&€n). Billy néi nhw sap khéc.

Toi thwe sy ndi gai oc. "Oh my god". Ryan nam chat tay toi
vi thay nguwodi téi run Ién. "How come, Josh involved?"
(Sao? Josh co dinh liu khéng?)

"May be, mad girl" (C6 thé, c6 bé ngbc nghéch ay).

C6 |18 Billy cling muébn noi véi toi didu nay, anh &y mudn cho
ca Ryan biét nira, c6 I8 vi cling mudn dé Ryan "bao vé" toi.
Gi® thi t6i hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra. Téi khdng nghi mot
c6 gai tai nang xinh dep nhw Lavender lai di lam cai chuyén
dai dét nhw thé, va t6i ciing khéng hé nhan ra moét
Lavender nghién ngap. Chot nh& cai lan Lave goi dién cho
t6i kéu gao, co thé dang bi khoa ctra va l1én con nghién, toi
rung minh manh t&i miérc Ryan con quay han ra xem t6i c6
bi lam sao khoéng. Téi hiéu vi sao Billy khuyén t6i khéng nén
di theo Lave. C6 phai Josh da hai c6 4y khong? Nén ba Mei
mé&i dién cubng chéng pha thé? Ho trong rat tir t& co ma
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nhi. Téi that sw rat séc, va gan nhw mubn khoc dén noi. Toi
quy Lavender lam, thdm chi con la tinh cam dac biét nira
co. Va xot, xo6t lam sao, mét ¢ gai xinh dep nhuwdng theé...

Téi hdi bay gi& Lavender ra sao, chac c6 ay khé sé& Iam
nhi. Billy néi rdng anh &y phai quan ly Lave cung ca nha ba
Mei, chac ho sé& cho vao "trai cai nghién" mét ngay cang
s&m cang co thé. Ba Mei dao nay rat suy sup va dau khd,
ma Lave thi trdén di lién tuc khong thé kiém soat. Cod gai
dang phat dién lén roi.

TAi nhin Billy day cadm thdng, co 1é d6 nhu gia dinh cda anh
4y vay, nén anh ta buén la the Toi nodi rang toi mudn giup
Lave, dirng day t6i ra khoi co Ay, co &y cung can mét nguoi
ban chr. Gid t6i cling hiéu va thdng cdm véi ca ba Mei
nira. Billy n6i chinh vi nghi vay nén ma&i gidi thiéu toi voi
Lavender, thwc ra "con bé dé cd don" 13m.

Ryan ngdi nhin méng lung, anh hiéu téi dang nghi gi. "We'll
help her" (Chung ta sé gitp ¢ 4y). Anh néi.

Bira tbi dién ra vira la ky vira ndng né. Toi thay sbc vo
cung. Vi ¢6 qua nhiéu ly do, mét ngay ma cé nhiéu blre xdc
va bi 4n duwoc giai tda. Luc vé, téi chi mubn hdi xem Ryan
da biét gi vé Billy, tai sao hém nay anh hai la thé. Nhung
Ryan ¢ néi rang cé gi dau, vi anh 4y nghi rang Billy la mét
ngudi tinh t&, anh 4y mudn héi y kién xem minh cé xing
dang véi t6i hay khéng. Thé réi, "That's it? | don' t think
so?" (Chi thé théi w? Em khéng nghi thé). "Yeah, its not that
simple, because I'm jealous" (Uhm, ciing tai anh ghen).

"What?" (Gi co?)

"You understand me, I'm jealous, he loves you" (Em hiéu y
anh ma, anh ghen, anh ta yéu em).

"How can you tell?"

"I know"
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"So ?ll
"l hate that"
Oi...
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Phan 34

Mat Ryan dé va hoi gay gat, thoang co khoang lang vi t6i
chang biét noi gi. Téi khong hiéu vi sao Ryan lai biét dwoc
rang Billy cé yéu téi hay khéng, t6i nghi rang téi rat han ché
ké chuyén Billy quan tam t&i tdi nhw thé nao cho Ryan, t6i
chi néi d6 la moét nguwdi kha tét bung du rang anh ta cé
nhirng mbi quan hé ky la véi gia dinh Lavender. T6i dang
rat muén ké& cho Ryan nghe nhirng gi téi vira biét duwoc vé
Billy va Mei, chuyén vé& Lavender va...cai khuy&n mii.
Nhwng Ryan tham chi cdn chdng néi gi t&i cai khuyén mii
m&i cha t6i, anh cang thdng t&i mirc khéng binh thwdng.
Tw nhién t6i thAy buwc bdi, co ma ching tdi lam gi co 16i
chlr, con hon anh va Garbriel, t6i chwa ca "hdi t6i" co ma.

Chung t6i ctr lang 1& di ra bén tau, tdi cha biét noi gi. Chot
nght, t6i lay lai khi thé va té ra vui v& hon: "Hey, you should
be happy if he loves me, otherwise i don't even know if he
loves me or not, how can you tell, come on Ryan?" (Anh
nén vui néu anh 4y yéu em ma&i phai, mat khac tham chi
em khoéng biét 1a anh ta c6 yéu em hay khoéng, sao anh cé
thé noi vay Ryan?) "i cant be happy with anyone loving you,
you know i cant" (Anh khéng thé vui khi nguwdi khac cé tinh
cam v&i em duwgc). "But nothing happens, damn?" (Nhwng
khoéng cé chuyén gi xay ra ca ma). Toi lai cau véi Ryan,
chir "damn" khién anh ngang mat va hoi thoang ngac
nhién. "I know who Billy is in love with" (Em biét ngwdi Billy
yéu la ai). "who?" (Ai co?). "Mrs Mei, Lave's mother" (Ba
Mei, me cua Lave). "He lies" (Anh ta néi dbi). "No he
doesn't" (Khéng, anh &y khéng noéi déi). "Hey, you just meet
him today, i don't even understand some of your questions
today" (Anh m&i chi gap anh ta ngay hém nay, em tham chi
con khadng hiéu may cau héi anh hdi anh ta hdm nay). "Oh,
yeah, which one? There's something telling me that he
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loves you" (Cau nao co? Moi thé» cho anh thay anh ta yéu

m). "OK, even that, i don't love him, what bothers you?"
(Tham chi la nhw vay, nhwung em khdong yéu anh ta, anh
van thiy phién sao?). "Well, he's right, you've gotta move to
another place" (Anh 4y néi dung d6, em nén chuyén dén
noi khac lam).

T6i thdy hoi that vong, nhwng trong sau thadm t6i nghi rang
Ryan dang cb tinh t6 ra nhw vay, nhw cé y d6 vay, tw nhién
t6i thay tirc niva, khéng phai la c6 y gi "bat bé" hay "xua
dubi” t6i day chir, chang phai t6i dang bi hdn déi béi mot
diéu qua vo ly a? Thé 1a cai mat t6i né dai ra, xi xudng, tw
lic d6 cho téi luc vé nha, tdi im re! Ryan cua t6i cling khéng
noi gi. Tic thé ch&. Chang t6i chi bye nhau mét tiéng rat
nhe nhang luc chia tay.

Cam xuc lan 16n, thwong Lavender, tr'c va kho hiéu voi
Ryan. Cé mdt sy an Ui nho nhé, dé la mai téi va Ryan ciing
co6 luc...gian nhau, chung t6i chwa bao gi& gian nhau, mac
du vé&i Garbriel tdi cling da lam vai tran cai va roi. Toi quyét
dinh thi gan v&i Ryan, anh 4y phai xin 16i ti vi hanh déng
khé hiéu ctia minh.

Toi cling chot nhé ra, ngay mai, N sé toi New York, ciling
hay, lai mét y nght "den téi", tdi s& khdng gap Ryan cho t&i
khi N quay tr& lai Nga.Thurc ra diéu toi suy nghT nhiéu hon
la Lavender, t6i muon gap Lavender lam sao, mudn hdi cho
hét, va mudbn an Ui nivra, néu cd dy khdng cd don tai tin rang
co Ay sé khoéng bao gid chan doi dai dot dén thé.

bém vé, Billy goi dién cho t6i. Héi rang téi va ban trai thé
nao, c6 OK khdng? "Dep trai dé s¢”, clr hai cau Billy lai
nhac lai cdu nay mét lan. T6i bao Ryan hém nay khong
dwoc vui nén chac hoi héi lung tung, mong anh ta bd qua.
Billy cwoi noi c6 chuyén gi dau, réi anh ay ndi: "Em la mot
co gai tdt, anh hy vong cau 8y that Iong véi em, nhung du
thé nao, dirng dé long minh bj tdn thwong nhé?" "Sao anh
lai néi thé a?" "Co nhirng diéu chi nguoi tirng trai hiéu ndi
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va kho gidi thich, anh khéng chac chan diéu gi, chi mong
em hanh phuc thdéi". Téi xtic dong Idm, tw nhién thay Billy
con tét va quan tam t6i hon c& Ryan (la tw nhién thiy thé
that day). Téi cdm on va néi rang Billy hay cd gang tao co
hoi cho t6i dwoc gap Lavender, t6i tin rang it nhat téi cling
sé lam cho cd &y khéng cd don, va toi khong so nguoi
nghién hay s ma tay, t6i du ban linh dé biét minh lam g|
"Em biét khdéng, em glong Lave 13m, nhwng em hon nhé &
diéu nay day". "Da, co thé a, vi em c6 mot ba me khac". Co
€ t6i hoi 1& 10i...!

Tho nam...

N cudi cung cling da t&i, anh 4y sé & cung v&i doan biéu
dién cla minh & mdt khu nha tro bén Queens, N goi dién
vao di déng cho t6i ndi rang tdi nay anh 4y da biéu dién
ludn, hy vong téi cé thé t&i xem va sém dwoc gap nhau.
Binh thwdng, t6i sé ri Ryan di day, nhwng t6i rd Hanh, t6i
dang gian Ryan ma. Bdan cua N la di theo dién giao lwu
trao do6i van hdéa am nhac gilra cac trwong dai hoc. Ché N
biéu dién ciing la mét trwérng dai hoc nhd, kha xa chd t6i &
nhwng gan chd Hanh, nén hai dira sé& gap nhau & bén tau
nha Hanh, du sao khu Queens tdi cling khéng thdng thao
l&m. T6i héi hop mudn ngdm xem N bay gio da dbi khac ra
sao.

Va dén tdi ciing cha co dién thoai cia Ryan, sbt rudt that!

Téi chon chd gan dau, kha déng, co rat nhiéu ngudi dirng
tudi, t6i nhin mai vao canh ga xem N dau, chi so khéng
nhan ra trong cai dam 16 nhé day. Hanh cr héi thé anh N 1
anh nao thé? Téi bao tdi van chwa thay.

T& chwong trinh ¢ may ban nhac méi va may ban nhac
kinh dién, c6 cd mét tiét muc kich nhd cla may nghé si
Nga. Téi da nhin thdy N, mac ao trng,that ca vat, trong
dan nhac, deo kinh, téc cat ngén, trang tréo va béo ra rat
nhiéu, chi 1a khéng rd khuén mat cla anh ma théi. Dan
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nhac ¢ nhiéu nguoi chau A, t6i doan chac anh la nguoi
Viét duy nhat.

Ca budi t6i nghe thi it, t& mo va...ch® dién thoai la nhiéu.
Pang nghi Ryan goi cé nén nhac hay khéng, va cé thi phai
khoe ngay rang téi dang di xem ca nhac clQa ban, rang
abcd....nhwng ma rdi thi van chang thay gi.

M&i lan nghi "gitra hiép", toi lai thady N di ra phia dwéi canh
ga ngd nghiéng, dich thj Ia tim t6i, nhwng tdi mac ké, dé
chdc nira gidi lao gap nhau luén thé. Hanh béo: "Anh 4y dé
thwong thé?". Céng nhan, N béo va trdng ra khién toi lai
thdy anh 4y...dan éng va dé coi hon nhiéu, khuén mat ciing
khong gia di la may, chac do hoc nhac nhiéu va...bo sira
tot.

Giai lao, t6i chi déng di ra phia canh ga dé gap N. Anh 4y
da nhin thay téi, khuén mat thoang dé rdi O lén: "Chao em,
em khée khéng?". "A trir luc ém ra IGc nao em ciling khée".
Cau tra |oi toi da chuan bi sn roi.

"New York bay gi® &m ghé nhi, b6 me em khée khéng?".
"Vang, ho ciing nhw em, tr ltc 6m ra thi..."

"Anh sang day biéu dién ha? Khoang bao lau?". "U, chac
sé con sang vai bang nira, anh & day khoang 5 ngay, lam
hwéng dan vién du lich cho anh nhé?". "A vang, lau rOi
cling khéng nghe anh kéo dan". Tw nhién bdi héi b&i cau
néi doé. Téi gidi thieu Hanh cho anh, anh néi hai c6 phai
dwa anh di day do nhé.

9h rwdi thi chwong trinh két thuc. N néi mudn gép t6i da
trwdc khi chia tay, con "lén ké hoach" gdp nhau méy hém
t&i. Anh 4y sé& dwa t6i vé tan nha, t6i bdo khéng can vi chac
anh mét 1am, vira mé&i dén budi sang, anh 4y dut khoat bao
khéng.

Chia tay Hanh, chi con t6i va N. Toi doan ra dwgc cau hoi
anh sé hoi: "Em c6 ban trai chwa vay? Chac chan la roi, &
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day dau thiéu ké xin chét em nhi?". "Vang, cé réi, ciing
chwa lau 1&m, nhung chéc chang di dén dau vi em sé phai
tré vé Viét Nam". "Tinh yéu ma, dirng néi trudc diéu gi".
"Trong em c6 khac khéng?". "Cé, phu nlr hon nhiéu, con
noi nhiéu nhw trwde niva hay khéng?" "Cé" "Thé sao khéng
noi?". "A, vi em...la day". Nghe diéu qua, nhung N cudi rat
vui v&. Tdi cling hdi anh ¢6 ban gai chwa, anh 8y ndéi rang
minh m¢&i chia tay. "Nam nao anh cling gtvi thiép Valentine
cho em, bd anh khéng ghen a?". "A, d6 Ia nhirng thir tinh
cam khac nhau, khéng giébng nhau nén khéng ghen dworc".
"Khac 4?". "U, khac ma". Théi téi khéng hdi niva.

Chung t6i vé dén dao thi cling da gan 10 rui, khong tién
dé& N vao chao héi bd me tdi. Chung tdi néi chuyén voi
nhau mét lic va téi can than chi dwdng chi tiét cho N quay
tr& lai, anh Ay ndi khéng sao, néu lac da cé taxi réi ma.
"Ngay mai chung ta lai gap nhau dwgc khéng? Ban trai em
c6 phién khoéng? Khéng sao ch?". "A, khéng sao, néu cd
thdi gian thi ta gap nhau". Téi noi thé khéng thém Ioi giai
thich. Anh nhay mét, "OK nhé".

Thue sw gap N t6i cling khdng thdy hirng khéi cho 1&m, t6i
da co luc rat mudn lién lac lai va cdm thay tiéc anh Ay, vi I&
gi d6. Nhwng chang hiéu sao hém nay t6i cling chi thay
binh thwéng, t6i van thdy N cd anh mat rat 4m cing méi khi
nhin téi, Am cung va c6 xen ca sv vb vong. Tai sao téi lai
khéng bdi hdi thé, chac vi Ryan khéng goi dién cho t6i nén
t6i khdng cé tam trang? Toi khong biét minh nghi gi niva.
Toi lai nhé ra Lavender. Dién thoai van khéng goi duorc,
khéng hiéu bay gi¢» cd ay thé nao nhi?

Vé nha, co to bao trén dao dé trwdc clra, téi "o" 1én mot
tiéng khi thdy cai anh t6i va Lavender ngdi & quan pizza
nam chinh inh trén béo.
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Phan 35

Khoang chirng ba blrc anh cuia t6i va Lavender dwgc chup
kha dep nam trong mét loat series anh vé cac hoat déng
cla ngudi dan trén dao. Trong dé cé moét blrc can canh
Lavender rat xinh. Bao gidy va in den trdng, anh ciing
khéng phai 1a to I1dm nhwng nhin Lavender van nhw dién
vién dién anh. Nha hang pizza nay con tranh thu "chu thich"
bén dwdi dé nhan co hdi quang cdo. Chac han thang cha
nao day trong quan da chup trdm ching t6i.

Nhuwng t& bao ay bay gi¢r téi khéng con gilr niva, cé thé bi
me dem ra I6t ban an com ti thda nao rdi.

Ronie goi dién cho téi, hen tdi cudi tuan sé tdi tiém cda anh
ta mot 1An xem tinh hinh thé ndo, nghe noi ché dé dang rat
can nguoi. Téi cling déng y, déng thdi cling khéng bé qua
co hoi néu Billy dan tdi sang mot ché tir té nao doé cla ban
anh 4y. T6i luc nay da cé thé vé va wax 16ng may kha thanh
thao, nghi ciing phai tranh tha kiém tién, cé tién dé di choi,
va néu vé VN con cé tién mua dan piano hay dai loai ca
mot nui the téi thich.

Ryan van "ngoan cé" khong lién lac véi toi. Toi rat mudn
nhac may goi cho Hugo chang han. That la, cé lic mubn
goi dién cho ai d6 ma tinh ra chang goi dwoc, mudn goi cho
Ryan thi khéng dwoc, cho Lavender ciing khéng, Billy thi
ngai, N thi khéng c6 sbé thwong trwc, tinh ra chi
con....Ronie, luc nao cling dwd'ng nhw available voi toi.

Téi hém sau khi N qua don téi va chang t6i ra cho Tau
choi, &n udng, réi di Times Square, nhitng ché hay dwoc
khach du lich t&i tranh tha tham tha. Chang hiéu sao méi
lan & canh N 1a t6i lai noi, néi nhidu qua thé, diéu nay cé
thé gidi thich rdng N 1a mét ngwdi it néi, ma toi lai so
khoang tréng, néu khong phai la ngwdi yéu thi hai nguwdi ot
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lang im bén nhau v6 cung dang s¢. Tbi néi du th, va toi
bat dau noi nhiéu vé Ryan cho N nghe, duwdng nhuw day la
dé tai ma N hing tha nhat. Anh &y bdo, phai cho anh &y
nhin thdy Ryan truwéc khi anh 4y chia tay téi. Téi cling am
tr, vi cha biét s& cho ho gap ltc nao. Téi cr chd dién thoai
cta Ryan, ch® mai khéng thay goi, thé nén t6i quyét dinh,
ca tuan nay téi sé di choi véi N. Téi tlec Ryan vi tdi khéng
hiéu vi sao anh &y lai di x&r v&i téi vo ly nhw thé.

Billy hen dan téi xubng tiém cla ban anh 4y vao sang th
bay. Cha tiém la mét ngudi phu niv kha dé mén, ngudi Viét.
Tiém ndm bén Queens, khu danh cho nguoi da tréng, rat
yén binh va sach sé&, khéng cé nha cao tang, chi co nhirng
can nha nhd xinh ven dwéng rat dang ‘yéu. TGi md&i nhin da
thay thich sy binh yén noi day, co diéu co vé ciing khong
phai 1& nhiéu khach 1&m. Nhwng Billy khen ngoi téi hét 1&i,
con noi rang chac sé gan nha, dé dang cho t6i di lai, anh éy
con ndi cd chli déng y cho t6i chi di 5 budi mot tuan, 2 budi
con lai t6i s& van dwoc xubng spa. Xem chirng c6 to chdi
thi cling kho.

Va t6i, khuya mudn, xong viéc N lai bat tau dién ngam sang
dao choi v&i t6i. Va Ryan cling van chwa goi dién.

N néi chd nhat anh &y khéng phai lam gi, t6i c6 thé dan anh
ay ra twong Than Tw do dwoc hay khéng, anh rat muén co
mot bire anh ki niém & doé, va toi lai xin nghi & cho Billy. Toi
hen N di c6 céng chuyén rdi hai ngwdi sé ra South Ferry,
dé la vi t6i da hen v&i Ronie di xem ché anh ta lam.

Tiém cta Ronie ndm & khu Harlem, d6i ngwoc han véi cai
tiém cua ngwoi ban Billy ngay hdm qua. M&i bwéc chan
vao trong tiém da thay toan cac quy ba quy c6 den ngom,
va ca dan "xi" niva (Ia dan Hispanic). Tiém béan thiu va dd
nghé tréng ciing khéng dwoc vé sinh cho I&m. Khach kha
doéng, tiém nhd, vai ba c¢d da den béo mup ngdi xudng ghé
la théi dirng day luén. Vira bwédc chan vao tiém tat ca tho
trong d6 da ngang I&n nhin tbi, t6i hdi Ronie da dan ho
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trwdc chwa vay? Ronie noi da ndi véi ¢d chi rdi. Co chd 1a
me cla Helen, lay tén la Lucy, trdng, hoi béo, dang wax
l6ng may. Nghe néi c6 nay la wax Idng may ndi tiéng & khu
vwrc nay. Ronie chi sang bén dwéi con mét cd niva, l1a em
cta cb Lucy, 1y tén 1a Lily, cling wax 16ng may cé tiéng. Hai
c6 nhin t6i lwdm lwdm. Thly cé Lucy hdéi bang quo Ronie:
"Nguwoi Viét ha?". "Coé &y wax l1éng may va vé nail rat dep,
di a". Tai théy Lucy mat mai khéng dwgc than thién cho
ldm, c6 18 cb ta khodng thich t6i di cung véi Ronie "con ré
twong lai". Co thé dao nay déi tinh nhan co truc trac, co ta
lai d6 cho téi 1a thi pham thi ngai lam sao. Téi cdm thay
ché nay tuy déng duc nhwng chac khéng phai 1a chd cla
minh. Lucy néi giong mién Bac, kiéu tinh 18.

Tiém c6 may diéu ngd nghinh ma sang hém day téi nght lai
van khdng nhin dwoc cwdi. Tiém bat nhac vang....remix,
kiéu "mwdi nam khoéng gap twéng tinh da chét, bum chat
bum chat bum bum chat....t6i nghéo nén téi cha dam yéu
ai, da, da da da di da...". T6i héi Ronie sao lai bat cai nhac
nay & gitra chdn toan Tay den nay, Ronie bdo vi cd nha
cta Lucy nghién nhac vang. "Nhwng sao nhac vang nay
nghe budn cuoi thé?". "A, vi nghe ndo né bon da den
no...chtri chét!". Tai t6i van dang giat giat theo tiéng nhac
thi bat chot nghe thay giong mét chj da den béo uc dang
ngdi sra méng kéu lén: "What the F'ck you are playing
Lucy? Turn that shit off and turn on 50 cents, come on".
Thé 1a co Lucy cw®i nhan nhd: "Ok Ok, 5 more milit
(minute)". Cai giong tiéng Anh bdi con ngong ni*a nghe rét
budn cwdi. Nhnwng hay nhét 1a luc téi ngdi xem cd em Lily
cta Lucy ngdi chon mau son mong cho khach. Béi vi ho
tiéng Anh rat kém nén pha 1an ca tiéng Viét luén. Co6 &y chi
lén badng mau va bat dau héi khach: "DP&? Ok? Xanh? No?
DPen mix Xanh? No?" Khach Iac dau lia lia, thé rdi ciing ra
mau cd khach can, cd ta noéi, rat dinh dac: "Héng, friench
manicure". Toi tron ngwoc mat vi mudn chac xem cé phai
dung la cé khach vira néi tiéng Viét hay khéng? Téi quay lai
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Ronie héi: Ua, ba nay néi tiéng Viét 4? Ronie giai thich:
Khach & day toan khach quen, ho thudc lau méu...béng
tiéng Viét, nhirng mau co ban vi may cbé Lucy Lily & day
tiéng Anh vira kém lai vira ngong liu 16. Téi bum miéng
khéng dam cuwoi!

Lucy rat ban vi khach tai lién tuc nén mot lIic sau mai hoi
chuyén véi ra t6i dwoc, néi rang néu tdi mudn lam thi sang
tuan lam luén, thir viéc da, néu OK thi ghi bill lién. T6i hoi
chét vi nghe thay ghi bill (mdi Ian 1am xong mét khach thi
ghi bill vao dé cubdi tuan thanh toan), t6i chwa phai ghi bill
bao gi& & tiém Billy. Toi néi téi sé suy nghi. Lucy lwdom toi
tée Itra Iuc t6i bwdc chan ra khéi tiém. Toi tam biét Ronie
va noi sé goi dién lai cho anh ta sau.

N dang cho t6i trén dao.

Trén duwong vé, qua sbt rudt. Toi goi dién cho Hugo, toi
mudn héi Ryan di dau rdi. Hugo néi, hai ngudi khdng gép
nhau sao, toi nay ban nhac sé& biéu dién & quan an Chile
héi 1au, t6i co thé dén gap Ryan. Dap may, toi budn Iam Vi
Ryan chang théng bao cho t6i diéu gi vé viéc anh 4y biéu
dién t6i nay. Nhwng téi hy vong tr gi& dén téi tdi s& nhan
dwoc dién thoai cua anh.

T6i ra South Ferry cung N, ciing khéng vui 1dm, nhung tw
nhién di vé&i anh dy t6i dwoc an Ui phan nao, va cé cadm
giac nao do nhu dang dwoc "trd thu" vay. Chac Ryan nghi
t6i dang c6 don va bubn chan 1dm, khéng hé, t6i dang co6
mot ngwdi dan éng khéac di choi trong luc khéng cé anh ay
co ma (Cé vé dbi long qua khéng nhi?).

Thinh thoang noi chuyén khong dugc tap trung va hay nhin
dién thoai khién N nghi ng®, anh 4y doan rang téi c6 xich
mich v&i ban trai, khdng thi lam sao téi dwoc di choi véi N
nhw thé. Toi noi réng ban trai minh rat thodi mai va vi anh
4y ban ma thoi.
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Chung t6i di choi t&i tan chiéu, van khéng mét cu dién thoai
cta Ryan. Thé rdi, t6i quay sang hdi N: "Anh mudn gap ban
trai em khéng?". "Cé ch®, em goi anh ay dén day di".
"Khéng, bon minh di gap anh &y". Téi nhac may, goi cho
Hugo, khang dinh tdi nay Ryan sé& biéu dién ch, va chi
dwong cho toi toi cai tiém do, t6i bao Hugo ding noi vOi
Ryan vé viéc tdi goi dién hdi tham vé Ryan, rang né rat
"sensitive", hy vong anh ta lich sy va hiéu. Hugo néi rang
anh ta sé khong noi gi dau va mong toéi t&¢i nghe, anh ta co
vé biét chung t6i gian nhau. "Téi nay bon minh t&i mét quan
cafe kiem quan &n c6 nhac séng nhé, ban trai em biéu dién
& do, anh di cing em nhé?". "A, vay a". "Bay gi® vé nha em
choi di, gap bé me em, em cé néi anh t&i day, anh téi chao
nhé". "OK". Va ké hoach da set.

Téi dy dinh gitr N & nha rdi tdi hai ngwdi sé di tim cai quan
Chile do6. Du sao t6i cling khdng dinh di mt minh, tim cling
kho, lai ngai nira.

7 rwdi thi chung t6i da bat diu di. Toi phai do méay tuyén
tau dién ngadm dé t&¢i gan chd dé nhéat. Thu thwe t6i ciing
khéng c6 nhiéu khai niém ché dé & dau, vi Ryan chi ché téi
mét 1an duy nhat toi d6 bang xe 6 t6. N thi tat nhién la
khdéng thong thao rdi, nhwng xem chirng anh Ay rat hao
hirng vi k& hoach di gap ban trai va nghe nhac séng cua
toi.

Chung t6i phai di b6 mét doan kha xa mé&i t¢i dwoc cai
quan dé tir mot bén tau dién ngdm. Chwa téi quan, t xa,
chi thdy anh dén m& mé vang nhat la tim t6i da dap thinh
thinh, héi hdp ky la, khéng hiéu Ryan sé& nghi gi khi thay toi
xuat hién? Anh dén 4y goi nhé ki niém, t&i gio dé van la sw
am anh.

Vao quan, toi tdi, nha nhem, ban nhac dang cw®i nadi trén
san khau mini. Anh bdi ban ngay no vira nhin thy t6i A 1én,
"You come to see Mr Ryan?". "Well, just come to listen". Téi
gio tay I&n suyt khé y chirng néi rang khéng can thiét phai
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ndi cho Ryan la t6i da dén. T6i va N xin ngdi & mot goc gan
dwéi, cang khuét cang tét. N lién tuc nghia 1én san kh4u, va
chdng hiéu sao, anh 4y doan ngay ra Ryan dang dirng
udng nuwéc chinh |a ban trai téi. "Em khéng 1&n gap a?". "A,
anh 4y dang chuan bj biéu dién, chéc nhé!".

Anh boi that té, téi da bao im nhw vay ma anh ta lén ton hoét
ngay cho Ryan khién Ryan ngé nghiéng nhin vé phia téi, co
vé ngac nhién vi thay tdi khéng chi di médt minh ma con véi
mot anh chang nao do. Anh 4y nhin mét Ic rdi cling khéng
cé xudng. T6i cling mac ké.

Béat ngd, t6i cling nhin thiy Jess, ciing dang nhin vé phia
t6i, ngdi ban trén gan sat san khiu. Va ngdi canh anh ta,
khéng ai khac, cac ban doan xem, nang Garbriel an mac rat
xinh, méac vay dang hoang, téc bui cao, cwdi noi, rdi nang
cling quay lai nhin chung toi, rdi thi tham vao tai Jess vai
diéu gi dé ra chirng rat khinh khinh, ho cu®i va néi...

Mat t6i tdi sdm, choang vang, tirc gian, kho thé...
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Phan 36

Py la cdm giac cla mot con sbc va mét thang bang. Toi
khéng biét Iy do vi sao minh phai téi tdm mat mai nhiéu t&i
murc thé. Co 18 toi tin twdng vao cau ndi ctia Ryan rang anh
ay va Garbriel sé khong c6 moi quan hé nao niva. Bang
nhé t6i phai nght rang ho kho cé thé bé dwoc nhau, gitra ho
chéc chan c6 moét sb sy rang budc, ho biét nhau lau rdéi ma,
t6i chi 14 k& ma&i dén thoi.

Ca mot troi suy nghi dé ap 1én dau t6i den kit va hén don.
Nhwng t6i 1a ngwdi lay lai binh tinh rat nhanh va biét "che
gidu". Toéi van danh moét géc trong tam tri minh dé quay lai
noi chuyén tiép véi N va to ra rat binh thwong, tham chi biét
bédng dua dam ba cau v& vAn ma bay gid tdi cling cha thé
nhé ndi la vé nhirng chuyén gi, chi nhé N cudi rat tuoi.

Téi quyét dinh sé& kiém ché con dién ctia minh lai, ngéi binh
tinh, hwéng thu budi nhac sbng va coi nhu sw hién dién
cta ho chang lam cho t6i may may rung doéng. Trong luc
do, t6i da nghi t&i tinh hudng xau nhat, co6 18 quan hé cua
t6i va Ryan chi dén thé nay ma thoi, khédng budn, t6i dang
nao cliing vé Viét Nam ma, dit sém cang d& khd s&. Toi
quay sang nhin N réi lai cwdi rat twoi.

Nhac da ndi 1én, phdn m& dau la hoa tAu, Ryan danh dan
say mé, rat séi dong, nhac ctia ngwdi dan Nam My. N dung
dwa theo va té ra vo cung thich tha. Téi kéo tay anh Ay hdi
anh 8y co biét choi nhac cu gi khéng chbc niva 1én xin biéu
di&n cho t6i mot bai. Anh 4y bdo anh 4y cé biét thém guitar
hodc piano nhwng khéng choi déc tu gidi 1dm, réi anh ay
bado hay 1a d&m cho t6i hat, nhwng t6i cha biét hat bai gi ca,
vira khéng co6 tdm trang hat va vira mac mét ching, do la
ding trwdc dong ngwoi la téi khong hat dwgre. N nhan mat
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va néi rang tai sao téi lai xau hd, anh 4y s& dém cho t6i hat
bat ct bai gi t6i c6 thé nghi ra luc d6, t6i lac dau quay quay.
Jess va Garbriel ciing luc ¢ rat nhiét tinh theo nhac,
Garbriel cling c6 vé coi nhw t6i khéng ton tai, co Jess thinh
thodng van liéc nhin t6i va N. Ryan méi lan choi dan xong
lai xudng ban cla hai ngwdi dé va néi chuyén, t6i nghi chac
ho c6 ndi vé tdi. Chac han dang thdc méc vi sao téi lai dén
day ngay hdm nay, va cai nguwoi téi di cung la ai vi Ryan
chwa bao gi® nghe thay téi nhac t&i ca, van van. Pay la toi
doan thé, t6i cling chang biét 1a ho c6 quan tam t&i minh
hay khéng ni¥ra. Sau con tbi tdm 4y téi binh tinh la ky, va
coi nhw binh thwdng, HOm nay Ryan c6 ra néi chuyén voi
t6i hay khong khéng quan trong. Ma thwc ra, co phai la
chuyén nghiém trong khéng nhi? Garbriel la ban cta ca
Jess co ma, to6i khéng thich Ryan quan hé véi Garbriel thi
t6i cling dau cdm dwoc Jess, nghi toi da thay vo duyén.
Nhwng chang 1& anh em ho khoéng biét chuyén gitra ching
t6i a. Lai...ttec, hdi han khéng ké cho Ryan nghe vu t6i bi
Gar kéo dap dau chay mau. Néi chung la t6i nghi nhiéu
l&m, vira tlrc nhwng lai vira tw bao chiva.

N néi gia anh cé violon & day anh &y sé kéo tang téi mét
bai that hay. Téi goi anh bbi ra hdi & day cé violon khéng thi
anh ta ndi rang khong co6. T6i lai nai ni N phai "lam cai gi
do" tang t6i di. Téi mudn |1&m, rat rat mudn, vi téi dang
mudn show up v&i Ryan va "ddng bon" clia anh &y. Toi
mudn anh 4y biét cling c6 mdt ngudi dan 6ng khac biét
danh dan va biét tang téi. N ngdi suy nghi xem c6 thé tang
t6i bai gi. Garbriel lai ngoai ra nhin téi sau doé lai quay ra
nhin Jess, ho thi thdm v&i nhau diéu gi d6. Hanh déng dé
khién t6i c6 mot quyét dinh, tdi sé xin 1én hat mét bai (bat
ké 1a c6 hat dwoc khong) va N s& dém piano cho téi. (O do
c6 mot chiéc piano nhéd xinh). Téi goi anh bdi lai, hdi rang
néu bay gi® tdi va ban tdi [&n dé xin biéu dién, mdt nguoi
hat va mét ngwdi dém piano thi liéu cé dwoc khdong. Anh ta
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O 1én va nhanh nhau gat gu "Of course of course". Tdi bao
chd mét luc téi "thwong lwong" réi anh ta sé& néi véi ban
nhac cho t6i 1én nhé. N vé tay tan thwédng ngay lap tirc khi
t6i n6i rang anh sé& dém cho tdi hat. Téi hdi N cé biét bai
"Lullaby for a stormy night" ctia Vienna Teng hay khéng?,
mot bai hat méi tinh vira ra ndm trwée d6. Anh lac dau noi
khéng biét 1am téi hoi hut hang, vi t6i rat thich bai hat do,
mot bai hat rat nhe nhang, hop giong t6i va dwoc dém bang
piano. Du sao, it nguwdi biét ciing 1a hop ly, vi Vienna Teng
la ca si gbc Hoa va chwa phai la rat ndi tiéng. Thay t6i hoi
budn, so rang téi sé thay déi y dinh, anh néi rang hat qua
cho anh di anh sé dém dwoc cho t6i, anh bao thwc ra
khéng quan trong, c& hat di rbi anh sé dém dwoc. Téi ghé
tai anh hat qua giai diéu, khong hiéu anh c6 nghe rd khong
nira nhwng anh néi rang cr 1&n di, anh nghe mét doan dau
la dém dwoc ca bai. Va thé 1a tim t6i dap thinh thinh, thu
thwe 13, t6i chang biét luc do6 téi lam céi gi niva. Va ciing
chang biét minh nghi gi ma lam thé. Hit mét hoi dai, toi
chac lwdi theo kiéu "Ké cha...bon no". N civ kéu 1&n: "Co
lén, cb 1&n, dirng ngai, khéng co gi phai ngai hét, anh chua
nghe em hat bao gi®". Va thé 1a t6i thdy minh thwc sw binh
tinh.

Anh boi chay 1én thi thup thi thup gi d6 v&i mét ngudi hinh
nhw 1a ngudi quan ly va ban nhac. Téi thdy Ryan nhin vé
phia chung t6i rdi...gat ddu. Anh bbi Iich sw chay ra phia
chung t6i: "Mam, you can perform now". Chung t6i dirng
day, Ryan di xuong dwdi ngoi cung Jess va Garbriel, ho noi
gi d6 v&i nhau réi nhin ching téi cham cham. Téi clv phai
tw n6i cho minh nghe, "dwng so, ké di, ké di."

Anh chang keyboard ctia ban nhac ma t6i khéng nh& tén
dirng 1én ndi vai cau dé "chuyén canh", t6i nhé anh ta gioi
thiéu téi la "Chinese" thi phai, khdng nhé 1dm nhwng ciing
khéng quan trong.

200



"Lullaby for a stormy night", dich twa Ia "Khuc hat ru cho
mot dém bao giéng". M6t 1an tinh c& khi gép né trén net toi
da bi bai hat nay hép hén va quyét tdm phai hat theo cho
bang dwoc. Cé thoi gian toi bat va hat theo ngay dém khién
em trai t6i phat s¢. Thinh thoang khi di lang thang voi
Ryan, t6i cling hay hat nho nhé diép khuc cua bai hat nay.

Téi ra dirng canh ngay sat piano. N da ngdi xudng va dao
tobng xem t6i hop v&i giong nao, t6i hat nhé nhe doan vao
cho anh nghe thdy dé chinh tdng. Téi nhin xudng thdy may
anh bdi cwdi toe toét gat gu, tw nhién thay ho dang yéu nén
yén tam hon, nhwng tdi cd cdm gidc nhw tat cd déu dang
tap trung hét sy chd y vao minh. Téi khéng dam nhin thang
vé phia Ryan, so' méat tap trung khéng hat ndi. Ryan dang
nghi gi, Jess dang nghi gi, Garbriel dang nghi gi, oa
STOP. T6i chan hét nhivtng dong thac méc do lai.

N gat gu, dao nhac, anh méat anh 4y 4m ap va day cb vd.
Cam thay 6n dinh, t6i ngdng mat nhin xubng duwdi, cudi
mot nu cwdi that twoi nhw trong l1ong khéng cé mudn phién
gi hét. Téi "gio¢i thiéu™ "Hi, I'm Ha Kin, is it OK to sing a
song here?" T6i thay khan gid cwdi va gat dau: "Yes". "OK,
i'm about to sing a song which you've probably never
heard... ever: A lullaby for a stormy night". Ho vé tay, Ryan
cling vé tay, va t6i bat dau hat.

Bay gi® t6i tap trung nhin N, téi chi nhin anh ay thoi. Bay
gi® anh ay la nguoi duy nhéat khién t6i yén tam. Qua that
khic m& dau tdi cé hoi bi khép va run, nhwng N dém dan
rat hay khién t6i cé thé "back to track" nhanh choéng. Téi
nghi rang minh hat hay nhét 1a doan diép khac "And now i
am grown, and these years have shown, that rain is a part
of how life goes, but it's dark and it's late, so | hold you and
wait, till your frightened eyes do close". Qua that, sau khi da
hét run thi tdi thay minh hat...cé vé hay. La t6i ngh| thé, boi
vi t6i nh& minh d& c6 rat nhiéu cam xuc, phai cdm on N vi
anh dém dan qua xuét sac, cho du anh chwa bao gid nghe
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thay bai hat nay. Luc ti hat, toi khong con anh mat ngwong
nghiu nira, t6i da biét quay xubng san khau va nhoén
miéng cwdi mot cach tw nhién va...duyén dang, trong dau
cling khéng nght nhiéu niva.

R&i bai hat két thuc: "Everything's fine in the morning, the
rain will be gone in the morning, but you'll still be here, in
the morning...".

T6i mim cwdi man nguyén vi minh cé thé hat duwoc hay toi
nhw thé. Va moi nguwdi co biét cai cdm giac dé la gi khéng,
nhw thé tAt cd moi lo l1Ang suy nghi da dwoc rat hét ra khién
trong 16ng nhe ténh. Téi quay lai nhin N: "Em cam on anh".
N nhin t6i réi gio ngdn cai lén, "tuyét vori qua”.

Tiéng huyt sdo va vé tay, téi thdy anh bdi con nhay cang lén
cwdi toe toét. Lan thi hai & cai quan nay téi lai c6 dwoc cai
cam giac hanh phuc.

Chuén bij di xubng khdi san khdu ma mét t6i nhw mo di, giat
giat, khdng biét 1a do vira run hay vui qua nira. Toi di qua
may anh bbi va kéu lén: "Thank you guys". Ho tang cho tbi
nhirng anh mét clia sy nguwdng mo. Tdi vé cung hai long
v&i viéc minh vira lam, bat ngd, t6i nam lay tay N day au
yém, 1an dau tién trong cudc doi. Anh hoi thang thot vi
hanh déng "sé sang" nay, phan &ng cda N [a nhin ngay vé
phia Ryan. Ryan ciing dang dirng day di I1&n san khau biéu
dién tiép.

Chung t6i ngdi xuéng ban. N van luén miéng tram tré khen
ngoi t6i. "Em thay chwa, tai sao em lai s¢, em hat rat co
cam xuc, hay 1dm, anh that sy bat nge. O dau ban dia bai
nay vay, anh s& mua cho bang dwoc". "Em sé gli vao
email cho anh".

Toi quyét dinh ng6i mot luc niva roi sé vé, khong doi két
thuc dé noi chuyén gi v&i Ryan. Coi nhw téi chi la mét
ngwdi khach binh thwdng t¢i quan ngay hém nay di.
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10h, t6i n6i véi N nén vé théi, vi anh con phai vé nha tro
nira. Chang tdi dirng day goi thanh toan. Anh bdi chay di
lay bill. Lat sau quay lai, anh ta bao: "Hold on, Ryan wants
to talk to you". Téi hoi ring minh, nhwng réi...méc k&, dinh
van di. N bdo dirng lai chd di, da dén luc anh &y can duoc
nghe t6i gi¢i thiéu vé ban trai cha t6i. Thay N khoéng chiu di,
t6i thdy hoi bwc minh nhwng réi van phai ding lai che
Ryan xuéng.

R&i Ryan ciing xubng, anh &y nhin tdi mét luc, anh mét ct
dai dai khién t6i bdi rbi. Ryan héi, bang mét giong rat nhe
nhang: "You sung beautiful! Going home now?, want me to
take you home?". Binh tinh, hoi ngac nhién vi 1&i dé nghi,
t6i cw®i nhw khdéng cé chuyén gi xay ra: "Sure, i'm going
home now, it's late". Ryan nhin sang N, t6i "nhanh tri" gi&i
thiéu: "This is N, my...ex boyfriend". Ca N va Ryan déu lang
im dén ng® ngang khi téi budt miéng ra cau néi do. Co 1&
tam ly "tra thu" da khién t6i noi ra cai diéu khéng co that Ay.
Ryan sé han ciing bi soc it nhiéu, vi t6i da tirng noi voi
Ryan rang chwa bao gio t6i cd ban trai nao hét trwdc khi
dén voi anh 4y, vay hoa ra la toi da tirng nai dbi sao. Con
N, anh 4y la mét nguwdi théng minh, anh dy doan dugc vi
sao t6i lam thé. Téi thy hoi bbi rdi, nhwng réi tdi ndi thém
nhw dé& "dam lao phai theo lao": "N will take me home, don't
worry, enjoy your band". Téi kéo tay N di ngay lap tirc, N
chwa kip chao héi mét cau nao véi Ryan ngoai nu cwoi luc
vira cham mat nhau.

Chuang t6i nhanh chéng di ra ngoai. "Théi thé thi chét anh
réi, em néi thé 1a ban trai em ghen thi sao, anh biét ngay
ma, hai ngwoi dang cai nhau dung khong?" "Khoéng, céi gi
dau, c6 gi dau ma ghen, em khéng cé ex dwoc a, anh ay co
ca ta kia, anh cé thay cai con bé ngdi ban dau cung anh ay
lac nay khéng? B6 diy, cha biét 1a ci hay 1a con dang
"dwong nhiém" nira". "4y, thé khéng dang ghen thi 14 gi
day?". "Khéng, khéng cé gi ma, 6i x&i, hém nay em vui Iam,
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ANl

vi lan dau tién dam hat trwdc dong dao ba con thé". N lac
dau ngan ngam, anh biét téi 1a dira tré con chwa thé Ion
ma.

Trén dwong vé, tdi méi chot thAm ra sao luc ndy minh hat
hay thé, t6i quay ra tha thi v&i N: "Anh tai that day, khéng
bao gi® nghe thay bai hat nay, vay ma anh lai danh hay thé
nhi, hay that, chep, anh khéng danh hay thi lam sao ma em
hat hay dwoc nhuw thé nhi, hihi". "A, nguwoc lai day, tat ca la
vi em hat ddy, anh nghi em da cé cdm xuc rat nhiéu, gan
nhw chwa bao gi& anh nghe ai hat ma lai dém dwgc dan
ngau hirng nhw vay, that la d&c biét". "Cé thé 1a vi anh ciing
co cdm xuc nhiéu khong kém". Anh nhin t6i, mim cuwdoi, gat
dau, réi nam |4y tay tdi, chd ddng, c6 I1& do téi "mé dwdng”
cho luc trwdc d6. Anh bdo: "Em 1a mét cod gai rat tot va
dang yéu, em drng tw lam minh khé nhé, anh khéng bao
gi® mudn em budn dau!" Cau néi lam t6i nhé téi Billy, Billy
da co6 & khuyén twong tw, "em dirng cho ld6ng minh bi tén
thwong". Da hai ngwdi dan dng néi voi téi nhw thé rdi sao.
T6i cui mat.

Chia tay N, t6i chic anh vé can than vi da hon 11h dém.
Bay gid, tinh Iang, lai chi ¢ riéng minh. Téi 18n trén tang,
roi lai bAm cau thang may di xuéng, ra ctra sau dirng ngam
dong séng. Téi mudn long minh yén dng mot chit sau ca
mot party cdm xuc cla budi tdi ngay hém nay. Luc nay, cadm
phone, mé&i d& y c6 may cudc goi nh&, va hai cai voice
messages. Sb dién thoai la, t6i bat tin nhan 1&én nghe. Tin
dau tién: "Hey there, try to call you several times but you
did not pick it up, just to tell you i'm OK and how are you?
You must be busy with your boyfriend huh?"

Va cai message thw hai: "Now i give up calling you, where
can you be now? May be already sleep, may be under the
station, what are you doing? Are you thinking of me now? i
am thinking of you now, i miss you so much, like crazy,
damn crazy, how i want to see you, to touch you, talk to you
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and give you a kiss, hey hey, | love you, | love you so
much...."

T6i (ba nwé'c mat ma chang biét goi dién lai thé nao, vi la sé
dién thoai la. Nhuwng tﬁi nhan ra doé la ai, that ky la, t6i co
cam giac nhé nguwoi ay y nhw vay, mét thir tinh cam ky la
vO cung.

D6 khdéng phai la Ryan.

Khéng phai la Billy

Khbéng phai la Ronie

Tét nhién cling khdng phai 1a N.

bé la Lavender...!
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Phan 37

Gan cudi thang tw, thoi tiét bat dau 4m ap, hoa né réat
nhiéu, d3c biét Ia hoa dao Nhat Ban. Thudng tdi thang nam
moi ngudi sé sang New Jersey d& ngdm ca vudn hoa dao
nd tuyét dep. Trén ddo con co rat nhiéu bui cdy hoa dé moc
day ven séng, khung canh binh yén hiém thay.

Tw sang tuan téi, theo 1o khuyén cla Billy tdi sé xudng
tiém clia nguoi ban anh dé bat dau l1am viéc. Nhwng toi xin
& lai tiém cua Billy dén gitra tuan, d& néi thém chuyén vé
Lavender d&, néu toi di bay gi®, toi sé it co hdi néi chuyén
v&i Billy hon, néu mat déi mat néi chuyén sé& dé hon. Toi
mudbn biét thém vé ca Josh nira, thwe sw 1a t6i mudn biét
anh ta da lien quan thé nao t&i viéc Lavender dinh vao
nghién ngap.T6i da rat ham mo méi tinh cda ho, trong sau
tham toi luén hy vong Josh la mét nguwoi thye sy "vo toi" va
mong cho méi tinh ctia ho sé& dwoc "cap bén". Gia téi cé thé
ngdi néi chuyén véi Ryan tir té vé Josh, chi tiéc 1a bay gid
thi khéng thé.

Sang tht hai, c6 mét diéu bat ngd dé la téi nhan dwoc dién
thoai clia Hugo, néi rang anh ta va ban nhac rat xic déng
khi nghe t6i hat, hy vong mét ngay nao day that gan sé
duwoc nghe t6i hat nira. Téi cdm on, ngap ngrng nira mudn
ndi chuyén vé Ryan, thi anh ta héi ludn: "You guys are
having problems right?" "Well, yes". "The guy who played
piano is your ex-boyfriend?". T6i ngac nhién vi sao anh ta
lai "ddm" hdi nhw thé, va sao lai biét nhanh thé, khong 1&
Ryan ma cing di buén lung tung. "How do you know?".
"Ryan told me". "Why he told you such a thing?". "Oh, no, i
mean, when i told him to take you home, he was back and
said your ex would take you home". "Not a big deal, right?".
"No, but hey, don't fight, you are lovely, we don't want to
lose you!". T6i thay xuc ddng vi Hugo, thuc ra day la 1an noi
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chuyén lau nhét gitra t6i va anh ta, vira roi t6i con nghi tat
ca cai bon Jess, Hugo, Gar la vé mot phe co. Toi mudn hoi
thém cé vé Garbriel nira, nhwng nghi thé nao tdi cdm on va
khéng noi chuyén nira.

T6i dw dinh hdm nay sé& nhdm nhay ra Billy di an tbi, chi co
t6i va anh 4y dé tién ndi chuyé&n, hém nay toi sé la ngudi
chd déng. Nghi lai ngay trwéc that bubn cudi vi tdi da lang
tranh di moi o m&i, bay gio lai doi gap riéng, qua mot
khodng th&i gian nguoi ta cling da hiéu nhau hon.

T6i hdi: "Em mudn néi chuyén véi anh vé Lavender, cé
dwoc khéng?". "Tat nhién la dwoc, em mudn gitp d& nhd
ha?". "A, da tat nhién, hay tdi nay réi khéng anh di &n duwoc
chw?". Billy thoang vira lwéng lw vira hoi ngac nhién vé 1o
dé nghi, "Ban trai em co t&i khéng?". "A, khdng, hém nay
chi c6 anh em minh thdi, cé chuyén gi...thd vi anh ké& cho
em nhé". Y toi la td mo ca chuyén tinh yéu cta anh ay voi
ba Mei nira. "Tr&i trdi, anh thi lam chi c6 chuyén thu vi
dau". Billy cling da déng vy, tdi thAy nhe nhém vi sé duoc
hoi han that nhiéu hém nay.

Nhwng ma, chiéu, méi 3h, thay Billy c6 dién thoai va hot
hai chay ra ngoai. Lat sau, anh 8y quay lai, dwa chia khéa
tiém cho ¢c6 lam cung va ndéi rang co Ay vé sau khoa tiém
cho anh &y, béo t6i ci & lai hay vé thi tuy, I& hen hém nay
rdi, vi anh 4y cé viéc phai di gap. Trong Billy hét hai, toi
nhin thay Sheryl & trong xe 6 t6 cla anh 4y. Thoang lo
l&ng, cha biét co lién quan t&i Lavender khong? Toi hoi voi
theo: "Lavender ha anh?". "A..khéng,a..". Rdi di mét,
nhanh nhw cat.

TGi phi phi va ngé lo ra ngoai, tw nhién thay trong long
trong rong. Co "dong nghiép" ndi téi & lai cung ¢b ay cho toi
Sh rdi ve ca thé, co Ay ngal ngdi mot minh. Téi cling da dinh
vé that, nhwng danh & lai. That may, luc diy c6 may cb
khach du lich tir bang khac sang "lac" vao tiém, t6i tha ho
dwoc wax long may va vé mong tay, ho la khach du lich
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nén ciing hién lanh va thoai mai, ho khen téi trong la va cé
cai khuyén mii that la xinh. Bam khach doé lam téi vui han,
dwoc néi chuyén nhiéu niva, cho t6i bot suy nght!

Gan vé, Ronie goi dién, anh ta bdo sao hém nay téi van
chwa muén di lam & chdé dé hay sao? Qua that khé x@, vi
khéng biét 1a sé lam & chd ban cla Billy hay mét chd déng
khach nhw & ché Ronie, ma xem chiwng chd d6 khd chiu
day. Téi néi véi Ronie: "Cai ché dé c6 vé 6n a0, moi nguoi
c6 vé khoéng dwoc c6 cdm tinh véi em cho 1dm". "Trdi, dau
c6 dau, ma s¢ gi, c6 anh né, ai lam gi em, em cw t&i do
lam viéc clia minh va kiém tién théi, ho cling can minh ma."
Ronie néi ciing cé ly. Téi dang nghi,néu hém sau tdi gap
Helen & tiém spa thi t6i s& "ninh" ¢d nang dé bang chét dé
may ra ba me Lucy cua cb ta sé bét ghét toi hon.

T&i nay N c6 budi biéu dién, anh 4y van mubdn t6i dén xem
nhwng ma t6i thiy ngai, dinh bung vé nha hém nay & nha
va ngu thoéi, ca sang té6i da ga gat. N goi dién hdi téi co
mubn dén xem khéng? Toi ndi khdng, anh ay noi thé toi
biéu dién xong sé& qua tham t6i. Téi bao khi nao qua thi goi,
t6i sé& xudng.

Khéng thé phG nhan rang tdi dang radt nhd Ryan, va
ca...Lavender niva, hinh anh cta ho c& hén dén va thay
phién nhau trong dau, thanh ra xem chirng t6i c&r hoi ngan
ngan ngan ngo ngo. Téi goi thir cho Lavender bao 1an ma
khéng duoc, téi tham chi con cé y nghi hay goi dién cho
Ryan hdi sb ctia Josh dé& néi chuyén, nhwng nghi hoi buén
cw®i nén thoi.

Chiéu di vé tr& doc nhirtng bui hoa dé ven sbng, that la
thich, chang thdy 6ng gia dau ca, hoi hyt hang t6i chi woc
gdp 6ng 4y bay gi® ma théi. Khi gan vé dén nha, téi thay
mot nguwdi dan éng dang ngdi vé canh Manhattan, tdi ngé
lo va chot nhé ra birc tranh vé& ngon hai dang chwa téi dau
ctia minh. Hém nay ciing s&m, lai &m nira, t6i chay vut vé
nha 1y gidy mau dap xe vé cubi ddo, quyét tdm ngdi vé.
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Téi dang c6 niém hy vong rang nhd birc tranh nay toi sé co
c& noi chuyén lai v&i Ryan.

Téi ngdi do dac va vé rat ndn nét tivng ti mot. Hém nay toi
sé vé ngon hai dang béng cé hai tay, néu t6i chi vé tay trai
thi n6 sé rat budn, ma néu vé bang tay phai thi lai vui qua,
toi sé vé bang ca hai tay, vi blrc tranh nay, cé ca niém vui
va ndi budn téi glri vao cho Ryan.

Nhwng t6i chi ngdi dwoc cé hon 2 tiéng phai ngirng lai, chi
da phac thao cai khung, tréi nha nhem va anh dén vang
vang khéng da cho téi v& va nhin rd mét sé chi tiét. Nhung
thé cling du cho toi thay rat vui. Da gan 8h, tdi khdng thay
budn ngu nira, nhwng nghi t¢i chbc gap N cling thay hoi
0ai. Téi mudn gdp Ryan co, Ryan Ryan Ryan. Ty minh da
dao trong dau.

Poi dén 10h, t6i budn ngd qua va l&n ra ngd. Hinh nhw N
goi vao di ddng khong thay tdi nhac nén goi vé nha, bé me
bdo tdi ngl rdi nén anh bao thdi khi khac chiung t6i gap
nhau.

H6m sau téi xubng spa, mang tdm |y ngai ngung. Bay gi®
xudng day thdy ngai qua, ngai v&i ba Mei, véi Helen.
Nhwng hdm nay khéng cé ba Mei hay Sheryl, chi cé Helen.
Helen khéng niém né néi chuyén véi téi, cr gwérm guom,
gidbng y nhuv me minh vay. Tuy hoi ngai nhung toi té ra rat
vui twoi va cwoi noi véi Helen, nhiét tinh giup d& cd nang
lay cai nay cai kia. Rbi t6i chil déng noi: "Chl nhat vira roi
ban trai Helen dan t& xubng tiém ctia me Helen déy, tiém
ddng khach ghé". "C6 nghe nai réi", Helen giong lanh tanh.
"Helen bwc t& hay sao thé? Té tinh c& gdp Ronie va noi
chuyén tiém, Ronie hen t& & dé xem tiém, t& mubn di tim
chd nao déng khach thlr viéc". Téi "thanh minh". "A, tbi
khéng bwc chi dau ma, ché me t6i ciing ddng, néu thich thi
xudng dé lam, nhwng ma phai lam kha co, xubng dé6 ma
chwa gidi thi khd day". Cau néi day "canh bao" va pha
giong hoi khinh miét. Téi doan Helen dang ghen ngdm
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ngam, c6 khi hdm no may me con ho ngdi néi xau tdi, thao
nao mat t6i cr giat giat, lai cd mot quyét dinh dot bién nhw
thé. Nghi dén day, t6i lang I&ng di ra ngoai, nhdc may goi
dién cho Ronie: "Anh héi ba chd cho em lam & d6 5 ngay 1
tudn cé dwoc khéng? Néu nhan em sé di lam bat dau tw
thtr nd&m nay!". Ronie cudng quyt néi hdi ngay va sé goi lai
cho t6i. Me con ho ghét téi thi t6i sé sang do lam cho t&i khi
ghét khéng chiu dwoc phai dudi téi di thi théi, tw nhién thay
bwe minh khang khiép.

Quay vao, mat t6i cling xi, t6i khong toe toét nira. Helen t6
ra kho chiu cang rd hon. Cé nang con t6 ra kho chiu véi toi
khi lic vao nha vé sinh thdy hét gidy, kéu tdi dung hét
khong goi thém. Téi cau may, tr sang t&i gid téi chi vao do
riva tay dang mét 1an. Oi nhirng con nguwdi ghé gom!

N lai goi dién, ndi rang téi nay anh 4y mudn gap toi chia tay.
Sang th tw ca doan da bay sang Cali biéu dién tlep roi
quay lai Nga, anh 4y mudn g&p t6i di dn cho ra hén mot
bira. Nhwng mét 1an niva toi lai 1& hen di &n vé&i N, vi anh
néi anh 4y van phai biéu dién, cé thé tan muén, va chac
chén mong téi dirng ngu dé gap toi tdi nay trén déo. Toi ndi
rang toi s& khdng ngu.

Xin vé sém vi Helen qua kho chiu, mét phan ciing mudn
tranh thi tr&i sang vé tranh tiép, dang con hing thu. Luc toi
ngdi v&, may cd cau bé nho nhd c chay quanh ngdi xem
rdi cwdi, cd may nguoi lon cling ding ¢ anh xem, t6i c&
phai ngwdc mét 1én lién tuc d& mim cwoi lai véi ho. Ho gat
gu khen va theo déi t6i khién téi thay rat thoai mai.

10 ru®i, N dén. Anh néi minh vira biéu dién xong luc 9 rui.
Cam dén cho tdi mot bé hoa va mot it qua Nga ma bay gid
mé&i ¢o dip dwa, mot cai khan, mot bd bup bé gb va hai cai
dia CD nhac giao hwédng cé sw tham gia cua anh. Toi noi
anh di doc ven séng rat thich, va ngdm hoa dwéi anh dén
vang nira. Anh khen dao that 1a dep, that 1a may méan vi toi
dang dwoc & day. Hém nay t6i néi it con N thi néi nhiéu. N
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ndi anh hy vong téi sé& tré vé Viét Nam, va anh ciing sé
quay vé. "Cé thé mét ngay nao day, ching ta lai & bén
nhau nhw thé nay, & Viét Nam, di doc H6 Gwom chang
han. Anh tin chéc Ia nhw thé, em dirng l1am cho ban than
em budn nhé". "Cé 1am lanh véi ban trai nhé, anh khéng
mudn mang tiéng dau day". Mét budi ndi chuyén nhe
nhang, anh &y duoc trat tam trang. "Hy vong bon minh tiép
tuc lién lac va vé Viét Nam chac chan phai gdp nhau". Toi
dirt khoat tién N ra tan bén tau va néi rang sé bét xe buyt
dd vé nha, du sao trén dao ciling rat an toan nhwng N van
té ra lo l1ang. N ngap ngirng réi chd ddng nam lay tay t6i,
anh &y t6 vé rat man nguyén, ghé tai tdi: "Anh van wéc co
mot ngay nhw thé nay".

T&i bén, Ryan tir bén bwdc ra, nhin thdy chung t6i, van
dang nam tay nhau va cuwoi noi!
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Phan 38

Thoang rung minh, va kéo theo sau d6 nhanh choéng la cam
giac...hbi han. Cha phai t6i van mudn 1am lanh véi Ryan do
sao, anh vira 1&n dao, khéng phai d& gap t6i thi lam gi?
Nhwng ngay sau do, mét y nghi khac ciing dén nhanh
khéng kém, cé thé anh 4y lén day dé "noi chuy&n" nghiém
tuc voi tdi. Nghi vay da thay...run ngudi. N duwérng nhw cdm
nhan dwoc cai giat minh tw toi, rat tw nhién, anh roi tay toi
ra va di t&i twoi cwdi xin bat tay Ryan. Téi cling khéng biét
lam gi khac ngoai cudi véi theo.

Nhirng gi t6i nhé lai, d6 1a Ryan ciing rat twoi cuwdi va bat
tay lai, coi nhw chwa nhin thiy gi hét, mét phong cach rat
lich sw. "Ah, hi, its Ryan, Kin's boyfriend, nice meeting
you"."Yes, nice meeting you too", ca hai ngudi dan 6ng
cung cwoi rat vui vé, t6i thay nhw trat dwoc ganh nang. "So,
you come for your girlfriend? Great, i'm about to say
goodbye to her, i am leaving tomorrow". "Oh, are you
leaving already?" "I am here for just several days for
performance, its been so long till i meet her again, my
lovely SISTER". Toi da phi cwdi & trong bung vi cai cau
"sister" ctia N, anh 4y dang c6 gang "thanh minh"cho toi
theo dung kiéu rat chi la Viét Nam. "You've been so busy?,
now finally i have chance to talk to you". N td ra rat vui vé
va "xu ninh". Téi clr dirng im chang biét néi gi. Ryan nhin
t6i bang anh mat rat au yém. Thé rdi anh tién lai t6i, 6m toi
rdi vubt toc, hén moét cai 1én tran, thi tham: "Are'nt you
cold?" (Co |é do luc dé t6i mac cai ao len ma ai nhin ciing
phai thét 1én twéng tdi lanh). Téi tron to mat va nhin N vi
hanh déng nay. "i'm fine, why you come so late?". "To meet
you, i miss you like a mad man". N dwa cho Ryan mét cai
card cta anh, néi rang da t&i lGc minh phai vé vi hdm sau
bay s&m. Ryan 6 1én khi thAy anh la mét musician, anh
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cwdi rat twoi va ndi: "Glad to meet you, we'll see eachother
soon". N gat dau: "Good luck to you both".

Tw nhién Iac d6, khi chia tay N, trong long t6i lai thay nudi
tiéc va tréng trai, mot cdm giac budn ba khé néi thanh 1,
t6i chot nhan ra do 1a mét ngudi dan éng tdt, va chung
thay. Dén khi ndo t6i méi dwoc gap lai anh day? Khong biét
N c6 hiéu khéng khi biét rang anh da it nhiéu thanh céng
khi dé lai "du &n" ctia minh trong t6i. Anh khéng néi nhirng
I&i iy mi, khéng cé nhirng hanh dong lang man nhw xwa
kia, khdng niu kéo, khéng sam s&, khong tranh thad, vay ma
nhw vay anh lai 1am cho mét k& "khé tinh"nhw t6i it nhiéu
rung rinh, cam giac con co sw tén trong.

"Em sé& gap lai anh nhé, H6 Gwom nhé!". Téi goi v&i theo.
N mim cwdi réi di xubng bén. T6i ctr ngan ngo, ltc nay thay
kho xt khi quay lai v&i Ryan. T6i va Ryan nhin nhau. Anh
4y cr gwdm guwdm nhin t6i, khac han cai thai d6 au yem
lic nay. M6t ldc téi nhan ra Ryan vira cé hanh déng cula
mot ké...ghen tuéng ch&r khéng phai la tinh cdm, anh &y
mudn show up v&i N ma théi,...tham diy. Du sao t6i cling
thdy hai ldng vi hai ngudi dan éng déu cé nhivng cw xt
ding muc, khong dé tdi mat mat.

Téi thdy anh im I&ng, téi Iirng thirng di ra ngdai bén. Ryan
cling di theo. "i still don't know what happened, Ryan". " But
i see what happened, your ex is a nice man, i bet you had
good time with him". Mét cai giong siéu hdn déi. "We did, in
some ways, but the truth is, he's not my ex, just a friend
who arrives here several days from Russia, a very good
friend, you can tell, don't you?". "Friends holding hands ?",
"So, can friends hold hand?, and, i have never ever hold
Billy's hand, but still you say we are in love, cant you tell
people and things?". "Oh, Billy again, and..." Ryan ngéap
ngrng, "i cant never tell anything when it comes to you".
"Oh, you see? You can't telling thing, so what you are angry
for?". Ryan im lang trwéc cau hdi nay, anh nhin t6i mét luc,
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thé réi kéo t6i lai rat bat ngey, dm chat, vudt téc roi thi tham
diu dang: "What is wrong with me anyway, i miss you so
much, i can't stand it, its terrible to see you with other men,
| don't know what i'm doing, i never know i can be this
jealousy, would you forgive me?"
Téi cwdi va 6m lai anh, t6i chang néi gi ca. Bay gi& nhirng
N, Garbriel, Billy va tham chi ca Lavender tam th&i gat sang
mot bén. Chung toi CU’O’I theo kiéu, dung la hai dlra tré con,
"chuyén c6 gi ma phai am" Ryan lang thang dwa t6i di vé
culi dao, nam tay nhau. Cai cam giac that la binh yén, anh
khen nhirng bui hoa doé that la tuyét dep. Tr&i da kha mudn,
Ryan t6 y mudn ra xem ngon hai dng, téi néi khéng nén va
anh nén vé dé hom sau di hoc di lam. Tadi hen hdm sau anh
tan luc nao thi goi dién cho téi d& chung téi di &n, va ngdi
noi chuyén vé Lavender. Trudc khi chia tay, anh lai thi tham
vao tai téi: "i love your nose ring!"

Tré vé nha, 16ng t6i nhe nhdm va vui twoi khing khiép. Toi
nhé da 12h hon rdi, t6i vira m& clra vira hat oang oang
vang ca nha va hanh lang, bi bb t6i mang xi xa. T6i cui
mat di vao, cwdi mét minh, chudn bi di ngt. Ty nhién thay
bd v&i theo, "nay nay, con bj lam sao &..mii thé? Mun a?
Nguy hiém qua, drng cé ndn nhé". Oa, bd hém nay mé&i
phat hién ra, nhin loang thoang chac twéng mun. Téi chuén
le vao nha vé sinh dé bd d& "bam dudi”. Mot Iic sau di ra,
vira dinh 16i quyén sach ra doc rdi ngu thi bd lai tho cb vao
phong doi "xem cai miii bj lam sao". B t6i vén rat can than,
phat hién ra cé gi bat thwong 1a lo l&ng va dai dang
doi...chiva bang dwoc. Téi hodng qua, quang quyén sach ra
cai ban, kéu I&én A, rbi I4y cai chan trum kin mat, thdi phen
nay khéng gidu dwoc nira roi. B tdi bdo, "sao ma bi...cai
mun to thé, x4u ghé co". Huhu, thé rdi bd t6i di ra, khéng
doi xem mun nira, t6i cling ngu ludn.

Sang, t6i dy dinh s& t&i chd Billy budi cudi. Hom nay sé
quyét dinh di lam & dau, t6i chd Ronie goi dién lai, néu ba
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c6 Lucy kia nhan 1oi thi t6i sé t&i do lam, goi la dé "thlr
thach" minh, tréu tic bon dé hoi kia ludn. Con néu khéng,
t6i nhan 1o véi Billy tdi tiém ban anh 4y lam. Vira ngdi
chwa néng ché & tiém thi Ronie goi dién that, anh 4y noi
Lucy ddng y cho t6i lam, t6i c¢ dén di, nhwng téi thay hoi
nghi ng® khéng biét Ronie cé néi that khéng. Téi bao téi sé
t&i vao ngay thir nam xem thé nao.

Billy rdi rit xin 16i chuyén 1& hen v&i t6i. Anh &y néi téi di &n
khéng, t6i chgt nhé ra minh da trét hen Ryan, t6i néi an
trwa dwoc khéng? Billy dong y.

Chuang téi quyét dinh khong di xa ma di an & mét quan
pizza cling ngay gan tiém con vé sém, vi budi chiéu Billy c6
hen khach.

"Anh biét 1a em néng long mubn biét chuyén Lavender
dung khéng?, bon anh dinh cho nhé cai tai gia nhwng nhd
pha di¥r qua, chac cho vao vién théi". "Ha, vao bénh vién

a4?". "A, trung tdm cai nghién dé". "O' dau?". "Chac trén
upstate hodc bén Philadelphia, bén d6 c6 vién tét 1am".
"Cho em tham ban &y di". "Tat nhién rdi, nd doi gap em
subt". "Em khoéng hé thdy Lavender c6 biéu hién bi nghién,
lau chwa?". "Cling mé&i phat hién, chdc nira ndm rdi ch
cha it". "Cé phai Josh da 16i kéo ban &y khéng?". "Chac 1a
khéng, né khéng bi nghién, 16i tai Mei théi". Téi thay nhe
nhang b&i cau ndi nay. Réi Billy hai tdi s& dén ché ban anh
ay lam chw, t6i k& sy tinh, n6i muédn tht lam & chd Ronie
trwdc. "Troi, chd dé khach "ac" 1am dd, khéng can than chét
do nha, nhiéu con nhd tac ta". "Théi tiy em,nhwng nhé la
khi nao can thi goi anh mét cau nha". Téi gat dau cwoi, hai
ngay hém nay that 1a suén sé. Billy htra chi sang tuan 1a t6i
dwoc gap Lavender.

T6i chi mong gap Ryan tdi nay d& hoi thém vé Josh va
Lavender. Anh 4y vé mudn, t6i cho rat 1au & bén xe bus,
noi chdng téi chi dinh hen hdé nhau. Cudi cing, muén qua,
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toi bado s& vé dao roi anh tai don toi, xem chirng Ryan qua
mét mai, téi thay thwong anh qua.

10h chung t6i ma&i gap nhau, Ryan con chwa an gi. Anh noi
rang hém nay phai dwa Jess bat xe vé upstate, Jess phai
vé tréng clra hang va hoc tiép. Nhic dén Jess, toi lai nhé ra
hinh &nh nang Garbriel hém no, tw nhién thay tic ti. "i saw
Garbriel the other day". "Oh, haha, you're jealous? Jess
invited her, they are close friends". "Yeah, you didn't even
say hi to me". "Of course, i was jealous baby, hey, you sung
so wonderful, i was so much proud of you". T6i vénh mat
cuwdi, da that. "How's Josh? He's good or bad?". "He's
great, a great friend and a great lover, its pity to hear about
Lavender". "You meet him recently?" "No, i've been so busy
and crazy, haha, no time for him". "Can we meet him? i
want to meet him". "Ok, your majesty"!

Cudi cung thi b tai cling biét d6 1a cai khuyén mi. Thé 1a
than th® trach moc, sao con lai lam viéc dai dot thé. Toi
bao, x6 khuyén mdi thi c6 lam sao dau, xé xong thi nhan
cach con nguwdi bién ddi w, bi coi 1a du dén w, sao khong
coi do chi la mét kiéu 1am dep gidng khuyén tai hay nhéan,
hay vong?.Téi ngdi phan tich hét 1 1& khién bd t6i dudi ly,
thé roi, bd bao: "O, bd c6 bao con la x4 1a hw va da dén
dau, bd tirc con vi ly do khac co”. "Thé bd tirc vi cai gi?".
"Khéng nhé ma, con ndi nhiéu qua lam bbé quén réi". Toi
bum miéng cuwdi. Me toi thi con ngac nhién hon, chéng
phan &ng gi ca, coé |18 ngay tr dau, ai ciing thay cai khuyén
mi nd dep va hop véi tdi chir khéng nhin thdy né & khia
canh "hw hong".

T6i t¢i tiém cda Lucy ngay hém sau, tim dap thinh thich.
Tuy nhién, téi tw an Gi minh bang cai cau mudn thda: "né
cang lam minh s¢ thi minh phai cang ghé gém, mét cach
ren luyén ban Ilinh".

Buoc chan vao quan, lai tivng day khudn méat ngang lén
nhin t6i nhw ngay dau. Khéng biét ho c6é dai hdi budn
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chuyén vé t6i khéng ma téi clr cdm thay ai cling c6 con mét
khéng thién cdm. Lucy bdo t6i dén mudn, |an sau dirng dén
mudn nhw thé. Téi da thay hon gon gon, Ronie di qua lac
lac: "Ké ba 4y".

Gan ngay tiém cla Lucy la tiém ctia em gai khac cua ba ta.
C6 em nay la em Gt, m&i nhin mat da thay ghé gom. Biét
tin c6 ngwdi lam do "Ronie gi¢i thiéu" la cb6 ta sang soi
hang ngay. Vira buéc bao tiém |14 da oang oang: 'B6 maéi
ctia Ronie dau 4y nhi?". Téi nghe da thay nong mat. Ho 1am
nhw Ronie clia ho bau b& 1&dm vay. Pa thé Ronie lai cudi
bé&n 1&n clr nhw dung réi. C6 ta sang hat ham hadi Ronie,
"nay nay, dao hoa vtra vira théi nha, me vg Iu lu kia kia".
Qua la kiéu noi chuyén thiéu tdn trong ngudi khac. That
dang ghét, Ronie khéng noéi cau gi thanh minh. Téi dinh mé
moém ra néi, nhwng sau dé lang im, t6i gi, minh drng lam
cho minh tirc 14 dwoc, clr d& cho ho nghi thé va ho tic thé.
Téi nght vay va téi khéng thay tirc niva.

Téi dwoc wax cai 16ng may dau tién, ciing hoi run nhwng
ma kha dep, lai nhanh nira vi t6i 1am bang hai tay. C6
khach d6 1a mé&i nén mai chiu dé cho tdi wax, thuwdng
khach quen thg nao thi chi t¢i ngudi dé. That tha vi, toi wax
xong c¢d nay, dwoc co ta trAm trd, thé 1a c6 khach sau vao
cling doi tdi wax luén, mac du dén lwot c¢d Lily wax. Lily
thdy kho chiu nhwng Lucy lai xem chirng hai 16ng vi t6i lam
viéc ciing khéng dén ndi nao, tirc gi thi tie, clr khach cla
c6 ta hai long la duwoc.

T6i hoi mét mdi vi qua that cai tiém nay déng hon binh
thworng. Trir lGc hoi in it khach may nguwdi con soi t6i ra,
con lai cling chang c6 thdi gian ma ghen ghét nhau.

Ryan goi dién may lan trong ngay dé héi xem chd mai cua
toi thé nao. Téi c ndi chuyén tleng Anh rat to va au yém,

cq tlnb show up cho bon‘hc_) thay t6i la dra dau 6c khéng
den noi nao va ciing c6 bo cua t6i. Ai cling lwdm t6i, Ronie
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con xau tinh, c& tim moi cach lai gdn d& nghe 1én cau
chuyén, t6i mac ké, phdt hét bon ho.

Gan vé, dang don clra hang, Lily di qua ghé téi: "Nay, tiéng
Anh kha ghé nhi, nghe néi chuyén v&i khach ma cé u ca tai,
thé 14 c6 bd chwa thé?" T6i bdo dang mét cau: "Thwdng
thoi!"

Ronie cudng quyt doi vé cung tdi khién cd may ba co &
tiém, dac biét 1a Lucy tim hét cd mat lai. Ronie mac ké, c
l&ng nhdng theo tdi v&. Ra bén, bat gdp mot ngudi dan éng
Viét Nam dang ding & do, y chirng ch® Ronie. Thi ra anh
ta lam & tiém bén kia cla c6 em Lucy. Vira thay toi va
Ronie da di ra hat ham haéi: "Con nhd bé mai clia Ronie day
a?". "Ua, sao biét nhanh vay?" Ronie néi nira dua nira that.
Thé 1a, mat anh ta nhan nho, séi 1én. "Ay da, x4u thé nay
ma la bd cla Ronie &, xach dép cho Helen nha!". Téi thay
anh ta c6 cai giong kéo dai &o ot, va biéu hién rat danh da,
dich thj Ia mét gay man. Anh ta thudc thé loai dan 6ng déng
tinh ghé gém va danh da. "Né&, néi cho biét nha, con ré
twong lai ciia ba Lucy d6, tach nhau sém ra ha". Ronie tdi
mat, néi xua di: "Ay da, néi l&ng nhang gi do, khdng dua
nha". Chu gay ay lwém mot cai rd toe Itra. "Ronie lam tui
bubn qua di". Thé rdi bé di I&én tau cta anh ta.

Luc d6 cling lai cé mét ngwdi dan 6ng khac tir tiém cula
Ronie xudng. Nguwdi dan 6ng t6i c6 cdm tinh nhét luc &
trong tiém vi rat hay té vé bénh vuc t6i. Thé nhung ma 13
mot nhan vat cé chuyén dé ma noi, ké lam téi khdn khé sau
nay!

218



Phan 39

Nguwdi dan 6ng do tén la Tai, khodng chirng 35 tudi. Anh ta
ngdi ngay ban dau cla tiém. Luc t6i vao anh ta la nguoi soi
t6i it nhat. Luc may ngudi trong tiém lwérm t6i nay no hodc
bat bé vé chd dé dd, anh ta toan lang I&ng tim chd va xép
dd cla t6i vao rieng mot goc. Luc téi wax hay vé méng, tay
c6 hoi run run, bj may ba soi rdi k&u lén: "Run thé kia thi
lam thé nao, drng c6 té ra run khach né nhin thay né so,
d4y, sao ma run thé ha troi". Téi da run rdi ma ho lai con cr
hua vao néi nhu thé dé cho t6i cang run, ngay lap tic "chu”
Tai tir trén vong xudng: "May ba c tw tlr nao, ndi nhiéu
con nhé cang thém run, mai thi bao gi®& cha thé, cac ba cé
run khéng ma c noi ngwdi khac? Run ma van lam dwoc
viéc 1a dwoc". Nhd may cau néi "trdn an" d6 ma téi thay
yén tam va khoéng dé xay ra sai sét. Téi thdy cam kich vo
cung.

Tai deo médt bo kinh day cop, khédng hé gibng mét tho lam
nail ma gidbng mét nha khoa hoc thi dung hon. Luc téi di di
lai lai, t6i c6 dé& y Tai cd mot cudn sach rat to d& ngay trén
ban, tdi khéng nham thi do Ia mét cudn sach...Vat ly bang
tiéng Anh, c ranh réi |4 Tai lai ngdi say swa nghién ciru,
doc quén hét troi dat.

Vira quay lai nhin thdy Tai dwdi bén la tdi da mim cwdi rat
than thién. Tai gio tay vay t6i nhwng khoéng lai gan voi toi
va Ronie, anh ta van 6m cudn sach to by, dirng im chd tau
t&i. Tai cling di cung chuyén tau vé véi tdi, Ronie ciing thé.
Vira 1&n tau, Tai & mé& cudn sach ra doc, t6i thi chiu khéng
doc dwoc thé, chi cd ké mot sach méi thé ma thdi. Toi va
Ronie ngdi gan anh ta. Luc nay, t6i nhin 1én trén may poster
quang cdo trén tau va phi cudi vi may quang céo rat budn
cwdi, c6 mot quang cdo cé may tr tiéng Anh téi khong
hiéu, t6i ngheo dau thac mac né 1a gi dé vé nha tra tir dién
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vi Ronie cling cha biét. T6i thdy Tai ngdng mét 1én nhin
may tlr d6 rdi nhin téi, anh ta cé diéu bd nhu kiéu phi cuoi
roi lai cui mat xuéng doc séach tiép. Téi cling thay Tai hoi la,
tw héi néu anh ta khéng ngdi gan day téi sé& héi Ronie ky
hon vé Tai.

Ronie ti t& mudn di an cung téi nhan "sw kién" t6i di lam
hém dau tién. Toi thwe sw cha cé hirng di n gi véi anh ta,
t6i muén vé nha an réi nghi cho nhanh, mét méi qua, toi
chwa quen lam nhiéu nhw thé. Dém t6i con phai gap Ryan
cUa t6i nira. Ronie tw nhién t ra hoi cau ban: "Vé véi ban
trai chd gi". Té6i bwc minh: "Em mét 1dm, 1am viéc chua
quen, v&i ca anh lam on dng hdi em vé viéc ban trai cla
em nira nhé!". Ronie bat ngd, mat cwc ky kho chiu, khéng
néi gi nira. Téi Mot cai bén nao dé anh ta xudng luén
khong ndi v&i tdi mot 10, mac du phai qua cho tau thi méi
la bén cua Ronie. T6i cling mac k&, tw thdy nhiéu ngudi
that 1a ky quai, nhivng ngudi Viét ky la trén dat My. Téi phai
hoc cho minh viéc han ché buc tirc.

Tai nhin theo Ronie rdi nhin téi, lai nhden miéng cwdi 1an
nira, mét nu cwdi vira than thién ma lai vira ma quai.

M6t luc sau, Tai cling xubng. Va tor do téi dé y, méi hém Tai
xudng mot bén khac nhau.

Trén dwdng vé dao, Billy goi dién cho t6i, hdi xem moi viéc
OK ch? Téi méi chot nhé ra quén khéng néi voi Lucy
rang hom sau téi phai xuéng spa lam viéc. Bung mét phat
m&i di mot hém nghi ngai qua, ma khéng chang 18 lai goi
dién cho Ronie? Billy goi cho t6i bdo rang Lavender dang
dang ky tha tuc vao trung tdm cai nghién réi, sang tuan toi
di thdm ban &y nhé. Tt nhién la t6i déng y. Billy con bao:
"Ché&c sé& hoi vat va cho em & chd méi, nhwng co thé mai
la 1am viéc!" Bang roi, c6 thé mai la lam viéc.

Hém nay Ryan dwa xe don téi di 1ong vong. Chot nhé toi
viéc anh c6 moét c6 em gai nhd, téi hdi khi nao thi téi sé
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dwoc gap? Taéi ciing khen Jess rat dep trai. Toéi cdm nhan
dwoc Ryan 1a mot nguwdi rat yéu em gai, mdi 1an nhac toi
c6 bé dé 1a mat anh sang long lanh. Anh néi cd bé dang
hoc & Cali, khi nao vé New York choi dirt khoat sé cho toi
gap, "She's my guardian angel" (N6 la thién than hd ménh
cia anh day). Téi nghe thich 1dm, con hoi ghen ti nira.
"Jess has a girl friend?" (Jess c6 ban gai chwa anh?). "Well
| think he does, she's upstate i guess" (Anh nghi la cé réi,
chéc cbd gai do cling & trén upstate). Toi dé y thdy anh em
nha Ryan cé vé khéng phai la nhirng nguwdi lang nhang, toéi
nght rang ho tuy dao hoa nhung c6 thé khong dén néi la
nhirng ké dé dang cap bd v&i ngudi khac.

Téi héi thém vé Josh. Ryan néi Josh gibng Lavender & mot
diém 1a gia dinh khéng dwoc day da. Bb Josh la nguoi da
trdng, cling kha gia nhung roi hai me con Josh di lau réi.
Cé 1& thé nén hai ngudi gap nhau cang gan bé. Lavender
von rat ndi tiéng & cau lac bd hdi d6, Jess c6 quen nhuwng
Ryan chwa bao gi® néi chuyén, c6 biét mat nhau. Josh la
mot chang trai rat dao hoa, nhuwng tlr khi gap Lavender hai
nguw®i khéng r&i nhau nira budc. Tdi néi Lavender da tirng
tw t&r vi Josh, Ryan néi: "When you're too much in love, you
do stupid things" (Khi ma em yéu mét ai d6 qua nhiéu, em
c6 thé sé& lam nhirng viéc ngdc nghéch). T6i hat 1én khe
khé: "Would you die, for the one you love ?" tr bai Hero
cua anh ngay nao. Anh ndi, "but you die for no one baby!".
To6i pha 1én cuwoii.

Ryan néi anh c¢6 16i v&i téi vi thwe ra rat mudn lam nhiéu
viéc cho t6i, nhwng dao nay anh cé qua nhiéu viéc phai giai
quyét, anh chi c6 thé gap téi nhw thé nay. Lac Ryan nai thi
t6i khdng nghi gi, nhung dém vé t6i mai chot dé y thay mot
diéu, thwe ra, t6i chwa biét gi vé Ryan c&, noi anh hoc, nha
anh &, gap gia dinh anh ngoai trr Jess, va hién dang lam &
dau nira, ching téi ciing chi hau nhw gap nhau bubi téi, 6m
nhau, ndm tay nhau, va hén nhau, vay la hét. Nhwng t6i

221



chot nghi, nhw thé ciing la hop ly, tdi khéng mudn co gi d6
xa hon, sau sac hon, t6i khéng muébn Idbng minh dau khd
néu mot ngay - chac chan - toi day t6i sé xa anh. Toi bat
dau hiéu I&i khuyén cta N va Billy : "Birng dé cho long
minh bi tn thwong!"

bém Ve, cwe chang d3, t6i danh phai goi dién cho Ronie noi
rang t6i xuéng spa ngay hom sau, xin phép Lucy cho toi
nghi. Du sao t6i cling cé sb cua tiém, téi cd thé goi dién xin
phép vao sang hém sau. Ronie da dju giong hon, cé thé
dang ngu rdi, nhung t6i lai nghe thdy co tiéng gi loang
thoang khéng phai giong Ronie, tdi bat ngd héi: "Chac anh
dang xem tivi ha?". "Khéng, Tai qua day ngd nhod". "A". Réi
Ronie déng y xin phép cho tbi.

Spa van chwa c6 mét ctia Mei hay Sheryl ma la ngwdi dan
éng quen thuéc may tuan nay. Tinh trang ngay cang ning
né hon khi Helen khéng noi véi téi cdu ndo, mét c quau
quau, nhdm nhau. Thi thodng cd nang lai c6 dién thoai,
ngdi budn tham thi rat 1au, t6i nghi c6 thé la vé téi. Ma lau
Id&m réi Ronie khéng t¢i don Helen nira, c6 thé ho chia tay
nhau réi thi sao? | da, du thé nao t6i cling khéng muén nhw
thé, vi t6i khéng mudn bj mang tiéng.

Cubi cung thi ciing c6 mét sy kién doét pha. Bo la mét cu
dién thoai vao luc 5h chiéu luc tdi chuan bj ra tau dién
ngam. Cu dién thoai clia Garbriel. Co ta c6 s cla tdi thdng
qua Hugo. Garbriel néi, cé ta can gép t6i, ndi chuyén ti té.
Thoang luwéng Iw, t6i ddng y, ching t6i hen nhau & mot
quan gan Times Square, chd d6 cling khéng quéa xa tir van
phong nha khoa cutia bd cb ta.

Téi dinh bung co hdi tét dé néi chuyén cho ré rang. Téi nght
at han ciing c6 chuyé&n nén bao lau nay Garbriel lai lién lac
v&i t6i. Nhwng su that la t6i cling hoi run, t6i so gi? S phai
déi mat voi Garbriel? Hay so vi c6 thé mét sw that nao dé
duoc tiét 16? Toi nghi mién man, nhé vé nhirng suy nghi
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cta bubi tdi ngay hém trwédc, rang thuc ra toi da biét gi vé
Ryan?

Chung toi ngdi &n pizza. Gar néi co ta thich pizza, toi thich
gi co thé tuy y goi. Toi cling lam mét cai. Quan nhd va am
ap, trong mét géc pho ciling rat nho.

"Still meeting Ryan lately huh?" (Van gap Ryan ha)

"Oh, yeah, everyday" (O, hang ngay).

"l saw you at the restaurant the other day, you sung nice"
(T6i da thay c6 hdm & nha hang, c6 hat rat hay).

"Thank you"

"Kh&i dau" 1a vai cau nhw thé. Gar ngdi xoay xoay lon cdca,
c6 vé ngap nglrng va tam trang.
"Well, you know, you're just like me, stupid women, hey, you

had sex with him?" (Co biét do, cd ciing gidbng nhu t6i,
nhirng phu nir ngdc nghéch, cé da ngud véi anh ta chwa?)

Thoang giat minh cai kiéu héi thang twng rat Tay nhw thé,
t6i hai lai:

"Is it important?" (Diéu d6 cé gi quan trong?)

"No, to me it's not, but to you i think it is" (Khong, vai t6i thi
khéng nhwng véi cb tdi nght la cé day).

"Why?" (La sao?)

"l see you're not the type of girls around us, that's all". (TGi
thay c6 khéng phai la loai con gai day ray quanh chung ta).

"Well, thanks, i also see Ryan and Jess have good
relationship with you, | don't think i should be jealous with
you" (Téi thdy Ryan va Jess déu cé mbi quan hé tét vai ¢,
t6i khdng nght Ia minh nén ghen tj v&i c6).

"Oh, yeah, you shouldn't, because then you would have to
be jealous with the whole world. You know what, Ryan is
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not as simple as a talented handsome man that you see,
he's far beyond your imagination that's why i say you're not
the type of girls we knew, you're innocent, really you are”
(O, c6 khdng nén béi vi néu thé thi co phai ghen véi ca thé
gi¢i nay. C6 phai biét, Ryan khéng chi 1a mét anh chang
dep trai va hap dan nhw c6 thay dau, anh 4y khac xa so voi
twdng twgng cua co, do chinh la ly do ma téi noi c6 khong
giébng nhw nhirtng cd gai ma ching ta van thwdng thay, co
that ngay tho).

Thoang néng mat, t6i coi d6 la mot cau ndi day an vy, nhu
thé Garbriel dang c6 néi cho t6i mét diéu gi do.

"I'm sorry but there's something i really want to know, are
you really his ex-girl friend?" (T&i xin 16i nhwng ¢ mot dieu
t6i thire sy can biét, co la ban gai cii cia anh ay sao?)

"Hey hey, don't say the word "ex", damn, i am a mad stupid
girl friend, just like whole bunch of other people, what
makes you think you are his girl friend anyway? By kissing?
F'king? That's not even consider to be his girl friend. You
come to his world? Have you been inside his world? i bet
you haven't, you know something? You know nothing about
him, you love him for being sweet? Handsome? That's it
huh? Can you marry him? No way you can do that, ever!
And [, i can not too! Damn" (Nay, dlrng noi twr "cd"! Ti la
mot dwa dién rd ngu ngoc giong nhw maot 10 nguo’l khac.
Nhwng c6 diéu gi khién co nght c6 la ban gai cia anh ta?
Vi nhitng nu hén? Nhitng diéu dé cé néi 1én dwoc gi
khéng? C6 biét gi vé thé gi¢i ciia anh 4y? C6 da bao gid
buwéc vao thé gi¢i cia anh ay chwa? T6i ca la chwa! Co
chéng biét gi vé anh 4y ca! Cé yéu Ryan chi vi anh 4y ngot
ngao? dep trai? Bung khéng? Coé c6 thé 14y anh 4y khéng?
Tét nhién la c6 khong thé. Va téi ciing thé!)

Garbriel thwc sy I&n tiéng va xdc dong, téi lang ngwdi vi
nhirng gi c6 ay noi.
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"I don't think i will marry him!" (Téi khdng nght toi sé |y anh
ay)

"Great, that's great, you shouldn't, i'm sorry, i'm not jealous
with you, how can i explain this, oh my god...i'm sorry, will
you understand someday?" (Tot, c6 khong nén, toi xin 10i,
khéng phai téi ghen ti v&i cb, toi khong biét giai thich thé
nao, troi oi, mét ngay nao dé cb sé hieu)

Garbriel dju giong, réi &m mat, cé ta khoc...!

TOi rung minh
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Phan 40

"Tell me what's really going on Garbriel? If you don't, i
consider what you said as jealousy acts, tell me, make me
believe, trust me..." (N6i cho t6i biét c6 chuyén gi di Gar?
Néu cd khdéng ndi, tdi sé coi nhitng gi cd vira noi chi la
hanh déng ghen tlrc, néi cho t6i biét sy thyc di). Toi da
mudn khéc khi néi nhirng 1&i nhw vay.

"I'm sorry, i'm losing myself, you'll know, of course you'll
know, i have to admit something, he has changed since he
met you, haven't you being threatened of anything or
anybody? Do you feel safe beside him?" (Tdi xin 16i, tOi
khéng binh tinh ndi nira, cod biét day, tdi cling phai thira
nhan rang anh 4y da thay dbi tr khi gap cd. Co da bao gi®
cam thay bj de doa chua? Cé cé cdm thay an tdan bén anh
ay khong?)

"No, | don't, i feel safe and happy" (Khoéng, t6i cdm thiy an
tdan va hanh phuc)

"Then he's really changed, and he's trying too hard, he's
tired, he will be tired, you're tired, you will be tired" (Ké tw
khi anh 4y thwc sy thay déi, anh 4y da cé gang hét surc,
anh 4y mét mai, réi ¢d cling s& mét mai).

"Still i don't know what's going on" (Téi van khéng hiéu
chuyén gi xay ra)

"You'll know..." (Co sé biét...)

Chia tay Garbriel, diéu dau tién t6i mudn lam d6 1a nhac
may goi cho Ryan. That tiéc, dién thoai khong lién lac
duoc, lo sg, va hut hang. Téi d& cho Ryan mét cai voice
message: "Hey, please meet me tonight if you can, i want to
talk to you, please" (Hay gap em tdi nay néu anh c6 thé, em
mudn néi chuyén véi anh).
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Trén dwdng vé, tit ca nhirng gi tdi lam do 1a suy nghi vé
nhirng gi bi &n ma Garbriel ndi, ra soat lai tAt ca nhirng gi
t6i va Ryan da trai qua. That sy, tlr trong sau tham, t6i luén
thdy Ryan c6 mét diéu gi dé khac la, t6i c6 cdm twdng tir
ngay anh gap tdi, anh mét méi hon, anh suy nghi nhiéu
hon. Anh lang man, chiéu chudng, c6 nu hén rat tuyét voi
va...dep, nhwng téi chot nhan ra anh la mét nguwdi dan 6ng
bi &n. Clr cho Ia ti cling dac biét trong mat anh, nhwng sé
rat ky la khi mét ngwdi nhw vay lai yéu thwong, nhiét tinh
va cé thé...chung thiy vé&i téi dén thé. Nhwng hon ca, toi
cling nhan thém mot diéu, anh luén giéu téi diéu gi do. Chi
la bao 1au nay t6i ct tw dbi minh khéng chiu thira nhan diéu
do ma thoi.

R6i t6i ciing lai chot nghi. Ké ca thé, thi sao, ké& ca nhirng
gi Garbriel néi 1a dung, ké ca c6 sy gidu diém, ké ca toi
dang tw déi long, thi sao? Tai khdng biét nhivng diéu doé co
ma, khéng anh hudng téi téi co ma, té6i dang cé6 mét nguwoi
dan éng dep yéu thwong t6i, c6 quan trong khi anh 4y lam
gi hay ra sao khédng? Nhuwng... biét dau nhirtng sy gidu
diém lai sé& 1am téi dau khé? "Cai gi dén sé dén, let it be, chi
can dirng dé 16ng minh bj tdn thwong". Téi nham mat lai, va
tw noi véi minh nhw thé.

Vé nha da 7h, diéu t6i mong wdc doé 1a dwoc gdp 6ng gia
viét tiéu thuyét. Dang nhé hém nay toi vé som, i sé dwoc
vé tranh, va thé nao cting gap 6ng ay, toi sé day xe cho 6ng
4y ra cubi ddo va ngdi vé, con 6ng ay sé V|et truyén, va
chung téi c6 thé ndi chuyén. Lan nao cé sw cd, do ciing la
ngudi t6i mong mudn gap nhét, t6i cdm thay minh duoc
xoa diu b&i nhirng 1&i n6i &m ap cda éng Ay.

Gid nay 6ng gia co thé da di &n com, ciing lau lau khéng
gap ong ay roi. Ngay trwdc toi thay tham chi 8h, tr&i lanh
gia, van thay 6ng ngdi ven s6ng ngam nhin Manhattan. Bay
gi® troi da Am, vay ma chang thay éng 4y dau.
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T6i ngdm nhin birc tranh t6i dang vé dé& dé ting cho Ryan,
chac chi khodng ba budi nira 1a t6i sé& vé xong. Nhwng toi
thdy tréng réng va hut hang, t6i cé can thiét phai hoan
thanh blc tranh éy khéng? Y dinh ban d4u cla t6i 1a vé mot
blrc tranh bang ca hai tay, nhwng gio day, toi sé quyet dinh
v& no chi bang tay trai. D6 la nguyén tac cla t6i, néu khéng
vui, tdi khdng thé nao vé dwoc bang tay phai. Nnwng khi toi
chi tap trung bang tay trai va c6 tam trang, do sé luén la
mot bre tranh dep hon binh thwdng.

Budi tbi Ryan goi dién, "Something is wrong? You want to
talk to me?, I'm going upstate tonight, | miss you so much
baby" (C6 chuyén gi vay bé? Em mudn néi chuyén véi anh
a? Anh phai xudng upstate téi nay, anh nh& em nhiéu I&m
cwng a). Ryan sé& khong gap toi tdi nay. Trwdc khi tam biét,
t6i noi: "I had dinner with Garbriel today" (Em vira &n tbi véi
Garbriel). "What? You guys are friends already? Well, a
nice dinner?" (Gi co? Bon em da lam ban v&i nhau réi ha?
Bira t6i tuyét chr?). "Not so nice, she cried" (Khéng, cd &y
da khoc). Toi thdy Ryan lang im trong dién thoai, giong toi
da nhé lai nhw sap khéc, phai mét luc, anh mé&i néi: "I'm
already on the way to upstate, but i'll see you right away
when i get back, Garbriel is jealous, she would do stupid
things" (Anh dang trén dwdng di réi nhwng anh sé gdp em
ngay khi anh quay lai, Gar dang ghen, cd 4y sé lam nhiing
viéc ngbc nghéch). "But what if she is not jealous” (Nhwng
néu khoéng phai la vi ¢ ta ghen?). "No, she is" (Khéng, c6
ta c6 day). Gio thi anh &y da cong nhan Garbriel ghen.

Dap may, tdi thdy nhe nhang di chat it. Hy vong rang
Garbriel da cb tinh "choi déu" t6i, va co thé téi suy nghi qua
phirc tap.

Tai tiém nail con cé mot chi, trwde khi tdi vao thi 1a tré nhat,
mé&i qua day theo dang lay chéng Viét Kiéu. Chj ay tén la
Thay. Thay cé mét khuén mét kha sic sdo va mot kiéu
lwdm t&i lanh ca sdng lwng. C6 vé chi ay rat mubn noi

228



chuyén riéng véi t6i nhung chwa biét lam sao dé tiép can
thi tham riéng, vi tiém luc nao ciing dong. T&i ngay tht hai
thi bat dau lai gan t6i va héi han nay no. Téi cling can co
mét ngudi ban & trong cai tiém nay dé d& cai canh "mot
minh chdng lai mafia", téi thdy chi Thldy nay cling than
thién, goi la thé vi ca tiém nay, thuc ra ai cling ghé gém ca,
canh tranh nhau ngdm ngam tirng ti mét, nhung ¢o 1& chi ta
vira méi & Viét Nam sang, van con chut gi "trong trang".

Budi &n trwa, tdi va chi nay an trwdc, con nhirng nguoi
khac ban bju dn sau. Co hodi d& hai ching t6i néi chuyén
v&i nhau. "Né, tréng em hay ghé ha". "Hay la thé nao a?".
"Hay Ia hay dé, nhin dep, chj thich 1am, lai cé ca cai khuyén
mdi nira, ca tinh ghé". "Ui, mai moi céd nguwdi khen em
dwoc thé". "Thao nao Ronie né thich". "Ay, khéng co, em
tinh c& gap anh nay, vi anh nay la ngwoi yéu cua Helen
lam cung tiém spa". "Ua, em ciing lam tiém spa cung con
nhé dé ha? A, thdo nao, nhwng ma né...". Chj ta bat dau ndi
nhd lai, mat I4o lién nhin xung quanh xem c¢6 ai nghe trom
hay khéng. "Ca tiém ho dang dén Ronie da Helen chay
theo em dé nha". "Oai, that a?". Toi thoang rung minh vi
hoa ra cé chuyén nhw thé sau lwng t6i that, ciing khéng thé
tranh khoi. "Trdi, sao khéng, nhwng chi nghi rang bé co
ngwdi yéu khac rdi dang hédng?". "Vang, em co ban trai roi,
em va Ronie dau c6 gi v&i nhau dau?". "Chi ciing nght thé,
sao phai cap v&i nd, ma né, biét vi sao Lucy chiu nhan em
héng?" "Vi sao, dé em doan nhé, dé kiém soat em?". "Troi,
chinh xac luén, kiém soat em va Ronie dé". "Khiép qua,
thém con ré dén thé co 4?". Toi néi thé thi thay ba co Lily
lai g&n, cwdi va héi kiéu rat "gian": "Hai chi em hém nay da
ngdi néi chuyén rdi d6 &, an nhanh ra lam cho khach kia".
Thé rbi cd ta cling ngdi an ngay bén canh, tranh tha ciing
hua vao héi han t6i. Téi dang lam gi, & v&i ai, &@ dau, sang
day theo dién nao. Téi tw tao cho minh mét cai ly lich gia.
Toi dang tam nghi dé di kiém tién hoc thém cao hoc, t6i
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sang theo bo me, lam do...dién tlr & bén nay. Ho gat g noi
rang tudi tré co chi ghé.

"Chu" Tai rat hay lai gan t6i héi han va quan tam. Téi thay
chi Thay rat hay lwdm Tai mbi lan nhw vay. Tai mac chirng
qua sam s& v&i phu nir, va thd nira. Tai di di lai lai toan
khen t&i néi tiéng Anh hay, théng minh, réi ra vé an Gi cb
ma kiém tién ma di hoc tiép. Nghe cb Lily k&, anh ta ly di
vo, dang séng mét minh véi mét ¢d con gai nhd, ciing hoi
lap di, dworc cdi tbt tinh. Chj Thay biu méi.

Anh chang gay 6n én bén tiém cua ctia c6 em Lucy va Lily
cling tén 1a Tai. C& ranh réi dwoc lic ndo la anh Tai nay lai
sang bén nay am, Ronie ngdi dau anh ta ngdi & do. Luc
nhin thay téi dirng wax 16ng may trwédc gwong, anh ta vé
dui cai dét roi cwdi ré 1én: "Troi trdvi, cdm cai que (wax) nhin
xwong dé so lun, wax ludn hét ca bd 16ng may di". Anh ta bj
ba cd Lucy lwdm cho mét cai tée khai, vi du sao cb ta cling
sQ t6i tirc hay run ma lam hong 16ng may cua khach, ghét
t6i thi ghét that, nhung dng cé déng dén khach.

Trwv IGc t6i lam viéc ra, nhirng IGc con lai, téi bi ho dbi xtr rat
lanh lung, ma ai cling thich ninh chu, téi lam gi hoi hé hénh
la ho thi nhau mach, hodc cb tinh "nhac nhd" that to dé chi
nghe thdy. Ma that kho tranh, tdi chwa quen, kiéu gi ciing
c6 sai sét, kiéu luc cudng I&n lay ca que wax cla co Lily dé
wax khién c6 4y kéu tum lum, hodc...cai 4o cla tdi qua to,
chén 1én cai do clia mot cd khac. Bwc minh &, con lau, toi
tim niém vui tha trong nhirng luc bj 0 ép nhuw thé.

Ra v&, chi Thay ddi vé cung tdi, hdm nay chéng chi ay
khéng dén don. Téi nhe nguwdi vi s Ronie di theo am, t6i
vé luc Ronie con khach dé anh ta khéng thé di theo.

"Sao nhd lai vao lam & ché nay thé? Phic tap I&m a, chi
coi nhé dai 1dm. Thwe ra ltc dau chj ciing khéng cé quen,
nhwng ma réi sau phai xu 16ng 1&n thé nay né, khéng thi ho
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dap lén ddu 1&én cd minh, phai cin than vé&i tAt cd moi nguoi
nha."

"Chang can chi dan em ciing biét ho ghé g&m ma, ma noi
chung xa hoi phai thé méi séng dwoc ché". Todi hoi can
trong khi noéi chuyén, téi van chwa rd chi nay thudc dang
nguwoi thé ndo, néi hé hénh thi thé nao ciing bi va. Téi hdi
vé Tai va Ronie: "Ho 1a nhirng nguwdi nhw thé nao?". "Troi,
em céan than nha, nhat la Tai, hdn dé I1&dm, dém vé tdan goi
va nhén cho chj né, so khiép lén duwoc, can than day". Toi
kéu 1én "e e", thdy ghé ghé. "Nhwng ma cé vé tét tinh nhi".
"Treyi, tt chi dau em, nguwoi ta toan Ira déi nhau théi ma".
"Ronie ciing thé nha, né khéng cé la ngwdi dai dau, em
dirng dé né lra". Khiép qua, tdi nghi thadm, xa hoi clr dao
16n hét ca.

Nhirng ngay cudi tuan ban biju, tdi thdy thém nhd nhirng
ngay & tiém Billy. Néu t6i con & d6 thi bay gio t6i da xin
nghi hdn mot ngay dé& ngdi vé nbt birc tranh va lang thang
tim 6ng gia, hodc cé thé vao Central Park hay ra twong
thdn Ty do mét minh, t6i chi wéc rd dwoc éng gia di dau
v&i t6i mét 1an va néi chuyén, thé 1a mét y dinh nhuw thé nay
ra, chi la khéng biét dén bao gid.

MAy hém cudi tuan rat mét, phai dén gan 9h t6i moi dwoc
vé, t6i da quén bot, diu bét viec cia Ryan. Hom nao toi
cling vé v&i chi Thay, chdng chi nay nghe néi cé t6i vé cung
nén khong di nguoc lai tr chd lam cua anh ta téi don vo
nira ma chd & mot bén gan chd anh ta lam dé hai ngudi sé
cung vé. Co 1& anh ta ciing lo khi vo' minh bi may dé gia
cUa tiém bam dudi, dic biét 1a 130 Tai. Tai co luc vé sau, cd
luc vé trwdce, cd luc vé cung, mdi hém moét bén, lic ndo
cling thé, sudt thoi gian t6i lam viéc & d6 déu thé, va & tiém
thi liu lo, ra khdi tiém khéng bao gi® lai gan néi chuyén véi
chang t6i. Téi hdi sao lai thé? chi Thay lac dau bao chiu:
"Tréi, hanh tung bi &n, biét chi, ghé chét &".
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Nhitng ngay dau tuan Ia nhirtng ngay ranh réi, nhiéu thoi
gian cho ho soi téi hon. Lucy goi t6i t&i, bao lay cai ghé nhd
ngdi bén canh dé...hdi chuyén, cb ta néi nhd du dé chi hai
nguwdi nghe thay: "Chau dang lam gi, & dau? Quen Ronie
thé nao? C6 ndi thé nay nhé, chau c lam viéc cla chau,
c6 ciing thy chau sang lang théng minh nén nhan vé day,
con gai c¢d né dang budn chuyén Ronie, ¢d khéng nai la tai
chau, nhwng chau gitp cd dirng di lai v&i Ronie nhiéu, co
khong mudn con co...nhin thay". T6i phi cuwoi tran an:
"Chau c6 ban trai rdi co6 a, cd dirng lo, chau khong lién
quan dau, chau t&i day lam viéc, kiém tién, vé, song cubc
ddi clia chau, co dirng lo". "Pwoc vay thi tét qua”

C6 Lily cling ra vé thich tha thi véi t6i. Héi han tdi dao gan
day cé hay thay Ronie va Helen di v&i nhau nhiéu & tiém
spa khdng? Rang xong thd tuc nhap cw la cudi xin ca day.
Téi cr nght rdng moi ngwdi da dé chiu véi téi hon vi nhan
ra c6 ghen ghét téi ciing bang thira, nhwng téi lai c6 cdm
giac nhw dang co cai gi do dang dién ra sau lwng minh, dén
chi Thay cling dé chirng vai toi thi pha| Lac vé, lai nhin
méng lung ra may chir tleng Anh quang cao, téi doc lén.
Chi Thdy ngap ngirng roi noi: "Né, thay bao tiéng Anh em
kha 1dm, nhung cé nguwdi bao tr don gidn nhat em ciing
cha biét" réi chj lai k& thém may chuyén moi ngudi & do
bdo t6i "cé van dé" vé chinh tri nay no nira. "Ma né, cé
chuyén né chi muén héi né". "Chuyén gi a?". "Tai ndi em va
Ronie da hén nhau rdi nha, Lucy gian 1am d6, chi bao roi
ma, dwrng day v&i né ma, em cé ban trai rdi co ma". "Troi
dat" t6i cirng hét cd cb6 hong. "Sao ma Tai biét?". "Thi
Ronie ké& cho Tai ma".

T&i spa, t6i thdy Helen mat budn 1dm, ¢ nang méat dé hoe
va nhin t6i bang anh méat cam thu. "Chac bd nhau that rdi",
t6i nght tham. O tiem c6 mot ¢d nhan vién kha than thién,
v&i ca toi va Helen, cd 4y thdy Helen budn cir héi han va
bdo sao t6i khéng ra ndi chuyén cung. Thé 1a Helen tw
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nhién bat khéc, rat rat to cy ngay gitra tiém khién khach
ngoai dau lai nhin, c6 ay n90| phich xudng nirc n& rdi chay
ra ngoai, roi cd Ay xin phép vé sém. Téi thd dai, co 18 dém
nay t6i lai goi dién cho Ronie théi, téi phai rd rang v&i anh
ta, chuyén anh ta bo ai t6i khdng quan tam. Nhwng dirng 16i
td6i vao nhw thé nay, xin anh ta buéng tha toi, t6i qua mét
méi. C6 nhirng lic, qua nhiéu chuyén ap toi.

Chiéu vé, khéng chd dwoc, sét rudt, tdi goi dién ngay cho
Ronie dinh bung mang cho moét tran da doi. Théy Ronie
nh&c may, "Em ha?". "Anh ndi Iung tung gi & tiém thé?". Toi
thay trong may léo nhéo, tiéng cua may c6 trong tiém thi
phai, tiéng ctia cta Helen nira, t6i thdy nhw cé tiéng giang
co mét luc réi co tiéng Helen: "Né, sao voé duyén dir vay,
sao chi cr goi dién cho ban trai t6i hoai vay, chi thém anh
l&m ha, chi c6 bo réi co ma, sao chij lang nhang dir vay, nha
t6i mét vi chi qua". Giong cla Helen vd cung gay gat va
danh da. Twc qua, téi khdng noi duoc gi, téi danh dap may
bup, mat dé birng va néng ran. Téi dang c6 cam giac ca vi
tru dang chdng lai minh, cd don khang khiép.

Ryan goi dién, anh ay sép quay lai Manhattan, sé dan toi
t&i may cho that hay, nhw dé "bu dap" gi do vay.

Téi goi cho Billy héi cé chac téi dwoc di gap Lavender
khéng day? Anh néi chéc cudi tuan, t6i ndi thir sau di, hém
do tdi phai xudng spa nén t6i cé thé nghi chir & tiém nail thi
khong, va Ryan ciing da vé nira. Anh bao sé sép xép hém
do dwoc gap Lavender.

Nira tiéng sau cu dién thoai véi Billy 1a cla...Josh, anh ta
hdi, anh 4y mudn gap t6i va Ryan. Josh dang rat buén va
c6 don, cAn nguwdi néi chuyén, tdi noi téi cling budn va cd
don day, hay la hai chung t6i gap nhau luén nhé?
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Phan 41

Téi hiéu rang Josh mudn gap t6i vi anh ta nhé Lavender, va
c6 18 vi Lavender mudn thé. Josh néi mudn ngdi néi chuyén
v&i toi trén dado, bat ky dau, néu téi lanh thi cé thé tim mot
quéan café hay tham chi quan pizza cling dwoc. Toi rat hoi
hdp va déng vy, vay la téi co co hodi dé noi chuyén véi Josh.
Téi vé dao, bét xe bus dé ch& khéng di bd ven séng, dw
dinh rira mat nghi ngoi réi sé chéd Josh goi dién xudng gap,
t6i nghi sé mdi anh ta vao quéan pizza ma téi da twng ngdi
v&i Lavender vira dé an téi vira cho am ap.

Chéc chi khodng 20 phut nira Josh sé t&i. Téi xubng nha
lang thang, di tim 6ng gia ven sbng cua minh, cling mét
thdi gian réi khéng thay 6ng 4y dau ca, khéng hiéu c6 ém
dau hay di dau khéng, vi mét ngudi chdm chi nhw 6ng &y
thi khéng c6 chuyén bé théi quen nay, cé luc 8h téi lanh 18o
ma van thay 6ng 4y ngbi day co ma.

Co I& troi chiéu long toi, nén vira di lang thang 1én phia gan
cudi dao, thdy 6ng gia 16 do day xe lai, toi chi thleu nwoc
hét I&n that to mirng r&. Ong gia gio tay 1én vay vay, va lai
diéu bé quen thubéc cho tay Ién ngwc ra vé vd cung xdc
dong vi dwoc gap téi. Toi chay t&i kéu 6ng 4y dirng chay
xe, dé t6i day xe cho. "OK, girl, Il do what you want. So,
what's new? Haven't seen you around lately? Oh, how i
miss you pretty girl" (Cé gi m&i khdng cb gai, 1au khdng gap
cO, toi rat nhé cd day). "l miss you too, the author, how's
your novel?"(Chau ciing nhé 6ng, nha van a, cubn tiéu
thuyét clia 6ng thé nao?). "lt's gonna be pubished soon,
haha" (Haha, né sdp xuat ban dwoc réi dy chi). "I'll be the
first to buy your novel" (Chau sé la dau tién mua sach cla
6ng). "You'll be the first to be given, this novel" (Co6 sé la
nguwdi dau tién dwoc tdng cudn sach dd). "Really? How
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glad, thank you" (That a, thé thi tuyét qua, cam on éng).
"So how are you with your beautiful boyfriend?" (Thé
chuyén cla cd va cau ban dep trai thé nao réi?). "Because
he's too beautiful so things are not going so well" (Cling b&i
anh 4y qua dep nén moi th khéng én éng a). "Oh, i'm
sorry to hear that, hey, fight, life, it ain't easy, fight" (O, toi
rat tiéc, nhung cudc song la vay ma, khong dé dang g,
phai chién dau thoi). Ong gia gio ndm tay I1én lac l&c va lam
bd khién tdi phi cudi.

"Hey, listen, that's how love goes, one day you are happy,
the other day you are hurt, sometimes you have to let it
goes, sometimes you have to fight for it! Love, its life, live
with it!"(Nghe nay c6 gai, tinh yéu Ia thé d6, hém nay cb
hanh phuc, c6 thé ngay hém sau c6 sé dau long, ciing doi
khi chung ta phai d& n6 ra di nhwng déi lic chang ta phai
biét cach gianh lay né. Tinh yéu, dé la cudc sdng).

"Should i fight?" (Chau nén d4u tranh vi né w?).

"Why not? Fight until you die!" "But honestly, are you OK?
Your relationship is OK? i don't want you to be sad, girl,
hey, let's look at these tearful eyes, oh, how hurt it is if
they'd tear?" (Tai sao khédng? Trr khi ching ta nhadm mét
xudi tay ma thdi. Nhwng c6 cé 6n khong vay? Mbi quan hé
cta co van tét chir? Téi khong mudn thay cd budn dau cod
gai a, sé dau long biét may khi nhin thdy dé6i mat nay dam
1é).

"Actually things are not so bad at all, just a lady came and
said my boy friend has some problems, she didn't say what
those things were about, i even hardly know her, maybe
she's jealous, i can tell she's madly in love with my boy
friend." (Cling khéng han moi thir déu tdi té, chi la c6 mét
cO gai téi gap chau va ndéi rang ban trai ctia chau cé van
dé. Co &y khéng chiu néi rd,chau ciing khéng hiéu hét co
4y, co6 thé cd 4y ghen vi c6 ta rat yéu ban trai chau)
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"Oh, i see, haha, jealousy, that i can imagine of, i guess she
wouldn't be the only one in this world who would come to
you and say million things about your boy friend, hah?" (O,
t6i biét roi, sy ghen tudng, t6i co6 thé hinh dung ra ma, toi
déan chac rang c6 4y khéng pha| la nguwoi duy nhat trén thé
gi&i nay dén gap co va néi vo sb diéu vé ban trai cia co).

"You think it is jealousy?" (Ong ciing nghi d6 la sw ghen
tubng w?).

"Of course, your boyfriend is jealous of you too?" (T4t nhién
roi, ban trai c6 cling phai khw khw gitr 1ay c6 chi).

"Sure, hihi, but she didn't seem to be jealous, she seemed
to telling the truth, its like some practical terrible things are
going on behind my back".(Vang nhwng duéng nhw cé &y
khéng c6 vé la ghen tudng dau, duwéng nhw cd ta mubn noi
mét diéu gi d6. Dwdng nhw cé chuyén gi do tdi t& dang xay
ra sau lwng chau vay).

"OK, but what if she hadn't come and would tell you
nothing, would you still be happy?" (Ok, nhwng néu cé ta
khéng dén gdp va néi chuyén véi cd, cd van thay hanh
phuc chw?).

"...Yes,...i guess". (Vang, chac thé).

"So, it is a matter that someone is telling you something
that you don't know, or maybe you'd never know, you don't
need to know?" (Van dé 1a néu mét ai d6 ndi véi co vé
nhirng diéu ma cd khong biét, hodc co thé cod sé khéng bao
gi® biét, cé khéng can biét thi hon).

"What if someday i'll know and i'll be hurt?" (Nhuwng diéu g|
sé xay ra néu mot ngay chau biét dwoc, chau sé bj ton
thwong?).

"How do you know that you would certainly know? Why
think of something that you don't certainly know it would
happen? Listen, taste your happiness now, get yourself
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ready but don't think too much!" (Sao cd c6 thé biét rang
chac chén c6 sé biét dwoc? Tai sao phadi nghi ngoi vé
nhirng ma c6 khong hé biét cé thé xay ra? Nghe nay, hay
tan hwdng hanh phudc minh dang cé di, va dirng cé nghi
ngoi qua nhiéu cé gai a).

"OK, thanks, that's why i kept looking for you to talk, what
you said really heals my soul, thank you". (Ok, cam on 6ng,
do chinh Ia Iy do khién chau luén mong dwoc néi chuyén
véi 6ng, nhitng &1 khuyén cta 6ng khién tdm hén chau
dwoc xoa diu)

"Oh, thank me, why, i'd love to talk, thank YOU for letting
me talk". (O, tai sao phai cam on t6i ch, téi thich dwoc trd
chuyén ma, cam on cd gai vi da cho téi dwgc chuyén tro).
That tuyét béi nhivng 1&i an ui. Toi ké tiép cho dng gia nghe
vé Lavender, cd gai Trung Qudc xinh dep t6i da twng dinh
gi&i thiéu cho éng, méi tinh cla ¢d ay va tinh canh cta ¢
ay, t6i k& vé cai dam nguoi nhon nhao & tiém, vé Tai, vé
Thay, da th&, k& nhw bji dén nén bao 1au méi c6 ngudi dé
trat. Ong gia lang tai nghe, tdan thay 6ng ay cuwdi, la thé, ctr
nhw chuyén cla t6i hai hwéc 1dam vay. "Hey, congratulation,
you are having an interesting life, keep it, fight with it, be
happy with it, it's worth it...I" (Hey, chdc mirng c6, ¢6 c6 mot
cudc séng that tha vi, hay tan hwéng né di, n6 rat dang gia
day). Thi ra t6i dang c6 mot cudc song thu vi day, nguoi gia
ho nghe nhw dang xem mét cudn phim thw gian vay, vi ho
da tirng tréi qua nhw thé, ho hiéu dé 1a 1& thwdng tinh cia
cudc doi nay. D& xem minh sé "x& ly"nhirng diéu thu vi nay
nhw thé nao. T6i nghi tham.

Josh goi dién, tdi kéu anh ta dlrng cho t6i trén phé Main,
doan c6 tdoa nha cd, tdi sé ra ngay. Toi chia tay ong gia, hon

chut mét cai I1én doi tay trdng hdng béo mim cla 6ng ay
Ong 4y td vé sung swéng, dwa tay lén hit 1y hét dé réi vay
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chao t6i. "Thank you thank you thank you". To6i c;hi biét nghi
tham nhw thé, thuwc sy t6i vo cung yéu quy 6ng ay.

Toi da thdy Josh, dang cao I&n dang dirng trwéc ngdi nha
c0, va bén canh anh ta, t6i thot 1én: "Ha, Jess a?"

Téi clr twdng Jess da vé upstate véi Ryan, Ryan néi thé
ma. Cau ta Ién dao, that ky la, gap t6i hay la do di cung voi
Josh nén tién thé, t6i ctr nghi Jess rat 4c cdm vai t6i, ¢ 18
vi cau ta khéng néi mot cau nao voi tdi nén tdi nght vay.
"Hi, Josh, oh, Jess too, i thought you are upstate" (Chao
Josh! Chao Jess, t6i twdng anh & dwdi ngoai 6 co).

"Just back" (M&i quay lai)
"Ryan is still there?" (Ryan ciling & day sao?)

"He's driving back too". (Anh 4y dang trén dwéorng quay lai
day)

"So you want a pizza hah? It's kinda late, lets spoil our
stomachs, i've just been around with Jess, so i took him
here to meet you, he wants to meet you too". (Thwéng thirc
mot miéng pizza chir had? Kha mudn rdi, |am am cai da day
cua chung ta thai, t6i vira di loanh quanh mét chut véi Jess
va ri cau ay dén gap cd luén, cau 4y ciing mudn gap cbd
ma) - Josh nai.

Téi thdy Jess nghe cau dé phi cwdi ra mét cai rdi rdo buée.
Toi dan ho téi quan pizza téi da an cung Lavender. Trén
ctra, Josh 6 I&n khi thdy ho dan birc anh trén bao cé hinh
t6i va Lavender dang ngdi trong tiém. Vira vao da thiy méay
anh ban pizza twoi cwdi vi nhan ra téi. "You are not coming
with your beautiful Chinese friend?" (Cé khéng di cung cb
ban Trung Québc xinh dep a?) "Oh, no, but i'm coming with
beautiful American boys" (Khéng, nhwng t6i dang di chung
v&i nhirng anh chang ngw®i My banh trai day). Ho cw&i ha
ha.
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T6i van dang "bay muu tinh k&" trong dau dé lam thé nao
noi chuyén dwoc voi hai anh chang nay, thyc ra téi chwa
noi chuyén nhiéu véi Josh bao gi®, con Jess thi cé vé kho
noi chuyén. Toi cling chwa thyc sy quen. Téi dy dinh sé
hoi ho nhiéu vé Lavender, va tat nhién, c6 Jess & day, phai
hdi ca vé Ryan.

"Why you want to meet me? Lavender wants you to do

that?" (Tai sao anh lai mudn gép t6i? C6 phai Lavender
muon vay khdong?)

"No, i meet you because i want to meet you, you already
knew what happened to her right? Are you thinking
something terrible about me?" (Khong, t6i gap cO bdi vi toi
mudn vay thdi. Cé cling mai biét chuyén xay ra voi Lave roi
dung khéng? Cé c6 nghi diéu gi kinh khang vé t6i khéng?).

"Oh, no, of course no, If i were then i wouldn't meet you" O,
khéng, tat nhién la khéng, néu thé t6i da khéng gap anh).

"Why?" (Vi sao vay)

"Something inside tells me so" (C6 diéu gi d6 trong toi
mach bao nhw vay).

"Thanks".
"Oh, please".

Va Josh ké cho tdi nghe. Lavender 1a ¢6 gai chau A xinh
dep nhat trAn d&i ma anh ta twng gép, Lave rat théng minh
va tai nang, mét cé gai ngot ngao nhwng cé Ilic manh mé
va ngodai tam kiém soat. C6 lic, ho di club choi, co gai &y
dién t&i mirc cdi phang hét cd 4o khién Josh mét phen
clng phat dién theo. "Do you recognize the craziness in
her?" (C6 c6 nhan thdy sw hoang dai trong cd 4y khéng? "i
do, wildness, too" (C6 chu, va téi cling vay). "l love that, but
i hate that" (t6i vira thich vira ghét diéu dé). "We're just like
fire bursting into explosion, when we come together, we are
burnt" (Chung ti giéng nhw 1a nhirng ngon Ira mudn bung
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nd khi ching t6i di chung v&i nhau vay, chung téi dang
chay). "I can tell that, hihihi, you're both hot, surely you
guys are burnt" (Chac réi, ca hai ngudi déu rat néng bang).
Téi thy Jess ciing mim cwdi, Jess chi 1dng nghe, anh ta
chang noi, l1am tdi ngai khong biét sé hai Jess vé Ryan nhw
thé nao day. C6 luc t6i nhin sang Jess dinh ndi, thay anh ta
nhin t&i, kiéu nhin kho hiéu, lam téi so, lai im.

"Lave said she's never met such a wonderful person like
you, you are a real friend, she made me curious that i
wanted many times to meet you". (Lave néi rang cd Ay
chwa bao gid gap mot nguwoi tuyét voi nhw cb, cd la mét
ngwdi ban thue sw, co Ay 1am tdi rat mudn tim hiéu vé co).

"l still don't know why she likes me that much, i didn't do
anything for her, i didn't help her, we didn't even hang
around with each other much" (T6i cling khong biét tai sao
co ay lai thich t6i vay nhung t6i cling chwa lam dwgc gi cho
cb ay ca, téi khoéng giup gi dwoc co ay).

"She said you are wild, crazy, but smart, and beautiful, this i
agree too. She doesn't have many friends you know? It's
strange that she keeps talking about you all the time, and..."
(C6 ay noi cé hoang dai nhwng thdng minh va xinh dep,
dieu do toi cling hoan toan cong nhan. C6 ay khong co
nhiéu ban co biét khong? Vi thé kha ky la khi ma c6 ay ludn
miéng nadi vé cb...)

"And i think she's in love with you..." (Ti nghi la cd 4y yéu
cO)

Téi lanh séng lwng. Jess budng ra cau ky la thé.

"What do you mean by IN LOVE?" (Yéu -y anh la gi?)

"Well, it could be a friendship's love, it could be a lover's

love. Jn this case, it is both, you are special, that's wpy". (O,
c6 thé la tinh yéu cua nhirng ngwoi ban, cling cé thé la tinh
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yéu cua nhirng dbéi lwa, trong tredng hop nay téi nghi la ca
hai, c6 that dac biét).

"Thanks, I'd take this love". (Cam on, t6i sé gilr tinh cam
do).

Jess lai nhin t6i cham cham, c6 1& t6i lam anh ta ngac
nhién.

"l want to visit Lave before she enters the drug rehabiliton,
I'm not sure if her mother let me to. | don't know her for long
but | don't have lot of friends here in this place, I'd take a
chance to keep any good ones. She loves me, and | love
her, would you mind Josh?" (T&i muédn t&i tham Lave trwdc
khi cd &y dwoc dwa vao trung tdm cai nghién, téi khéng
chéc l1a me cd 4y cé cho t6i di hay khéng. Téi quen Lave
chwa 1au nhuwng t6i khéng c6 nhiéu ban & day, téi sé khéng
bd qua co hoi gitr [dy mbi quan hé nay. Co Ay yéu toi va toi
cling yéu cd 4y, cé phién gi anh khéng Josh?)

"What? I'm glad! She's my love" (Gi co? Tai rat mirng, co
8y la tinh yéu cla t6i).

"And she's your life" (Va cd 4y la cudc sbng cua anh). Tai
nh¢ lai l&i 6ng gia, "love is life".

Trong phut gidy Ay t6i hiéu th& tinh yéu cta bon ho, no
manh mé hon binh thwong vi ho la nhirvng con nguwdi co
mau dién, nhwng hon ca, dé la da dién con bi cAm doan, ho
yéu hon binh thuwdng, ho ghét hon binh thwdng, ho sé quy
mén t6i hon binh thwong. C6 18 ho hiéu cai sy YEU cla toi
la that 16ng, khéng vi sac dep, vi tién bac nhw nhirng ké
khac xung quanh. B6i khi cé nhirng thir tinh cam khoéng
nhiéu |&i, nhuwng n6é déng cdm va sau sac mot cach ky la.

"Why did she get addicted to drug? That's terrible, why you
let her to do §o?" ,(Tai sao cb ay lai bi nghién? That té, tai
sao anh lai dé c6 ay nhw the?).
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"Her mother made her do so, she's crazy enough to have
such a mother" (Me c6 ay da khién c6 ay tré nén nhuw thé).

"How did she do that? You knew?" (Co 4y da lam nhing
gi? Anh cé biét khéng?)

"l didn't, may be she did it after her long self-starvation, it
was too late, | could have been there but | was blocked
away from her, that's also one of the reason. She likes to
"destroy herself". (T6i cling khéng biét, cé thé cd Ay dinh
vao ma tly sau dot ¢d Ay nhin an réat lau, téi bi budc khéng
duwoc lai gan cd ay. C6 Ay trd nén thich hanh ha ban than).

"That's silly" (That ngbéc nghéch).

Lavender cudi cung ciing chi la mét cd gai dai dot ngbc
nghéch, c cho la nhirng I&i ndi clia Josh chwa han 1a that
di, nhwng ré rang anh ta nhan thirc dwoc van dé, tdi nhan
ra dwoc tinh yéu cua Josh danh cho Lavender, tw nhién
thdy budn, réi ho sé& dén dau day nhi? Va téi nira, tdi cling
sé dén dau day nhi?

Toi nhin Jess, anh ta van khéng noi gi ca, lic nao cling vai
trd cla ngudi dw thinh, Jess nghi nhiéu hay Jess khong
bao gi® nghi gi? Jess toat 1&én mot vé lanh lung rat twong
ddng v&i Ryan khi anh khéng cuoi, tdi thoang giat minh khi
nhan ra diéu dé6 & Jess. Tdi nhw dang nhin thdy Ryan, va
tw nhién thay nhéi Ién, nwédc méat nhuw trao ra dén noi. Co 18
mat t&i ngan ngan, Jess da nhin thay, anh ta 1ay mét miéng
gidy trén ban dwa cho téi. Mat 2 giay t6i mdi don nhan,
nhwng t6i khéng hé khéc. Tdi da manh dan héi:

"Can | ask you something Jess?" (T6i c6 thé héi vai diéu
khéng Jess?)

Jess mim cu®i. Cau 4y gat dau.

"You know one thing, | know nothing about your brother nor
you" (Anh biét day, toi khong biét gi ca ve anh trai ctia anh
lan anh).
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"What do you want to know?" (Cé mudn biét diéu gi?)

"I met YOUR FRIEND, Garbriel, she cried, she said there is
something wrong is going on, now | recall our relationship, |
realized | hardly define it as a REAL LOVE, for one thing, |
know nothing about him, where he works, what he did,
where he lives, we don't even have lot of time being
together" (T6i da gap ban anh, Garbriel, c6 4y da khoc l6c
am 1, va c6 ay noi rang co dleu gi do bat 6n dang dién ra.
Thuc sy bay gio toi cling thdy rang mdi quan hé cua,t0| kho
co thé goi la tinh yéu dich thyc bdi vi t6i khdng biét gi ve
Ryan ca, anh ay lam viéc & dau, song & dau, la ngudi nhw
thé nao? tham chi chung téi con khdong cé nhiéu thoi gian
bén nhau).

"So what do you love him for, is it because he's
handsome?" (C6 yéu anh ay c6 phai vi anh ay dep trai?)
Mot cau hoi that bat ngo, ding thé, toi yéu anh &y vi cai gi
khi t6i chang biéet gi vé Ryan ca?

"Because he's sweet, and he loves me" (B&i vi anh 4y ngot
ngao va vi anh ay yéu t6i)

Josh chém vao. "He's a juicy kisser too, haha"

"You think he loves you?" (C6 nght anh 4y yéu c6?)

Toi lai nhw bi bat bai, lai mét cau hoi khién toi cam thay
minh khdng chac chan. T6i da tlrng rat tin rang toi dwoc
yéu, vi anh mat cda Ryan, vi nhirng gi anh ay noi, vi sy
quan tdm cua anh ay. Nhwng biét dau...t6i khéng phai la ké
c6 kinh nghiém trong tinh yéu, t6i nghi minh ciing cé thé bj
s ngay tho danh ltra, ma mét ngwdi nhw Ryan, t6i chot
nght, anh ay khéng thé yéu téi don gian nhuw thé dwoc...

"| think he loves me" (T6i nghi anh 4y yéu téi)

"You had boy friend before?" ( Trwdc day cd da co ban trai
chwa?)
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"No, | never did, that's my first one" (Chwa, anh ay 1a moi
tinh dau cua t6i)
"Oh, really?, unbelievable". Josh lai chém vao.

"l don't understand much about my brother, but | see he's
really changed since he met you, | know Josh and
Lavender, | also can tell they see you the same way my
brother sees you. Ryan is someone special, you know
what, he's trying hard to be with you, then you'll see
someday." (T6i khéng hiéu I&m vé anh trai t6i, nhuwng t6i
thdy anh 4y da thay ddi rat nhidu to khi anh 4y gap co.
Ryan la moét ngudi dac biét, cd biét khéng, anh 4y da cd
gang rat nhiéu dé & bén co, mét ngay nao do co sé thay).
L&i néi gibng cta Garbriel qua. Nhwng ma réi, t6i van
chéng kham pha dwoc diéu gi thém vé Ryan qua Jess, cau
4y cling chi noi dén thé thoi.

T6i thd dai, cha budn an not cai banh pizza, bung cv day .
Toi rai may to gidy an ra ban réi dat cai dau cha minh

xudng nghiéng nghiéng, cha can quan tam dén Jess hay
Josh nira.

"You must be tired right?" (C6 thdy mét a?) Josh hai.
"Uhm huh". Téi gat gat.

"OK, so see you when we can meet Lavender" (Ok, sé gap
lai ¢6 khi chung ta c6 thé téi tham Lavender).

"OK". Téi vAn nam nghiéng ddu minh trén ban, va tw nhién
nwdc mat trao ra. Toi thay diéu gi do cr tiéc nudi va budn
budn!

Lang thang vé nha, t6i goi dién cho Billy, may man anh 4y
nhac may. Billy néi Lavender muén ndi chuyén voi t6i vo
cung, t6i bdo tdi cling thé. "Thé dwoc réi, ché ti nha, anh sé
giup hai dira n6i chuyén dwgc véi nhau”.
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Chd mai, chd mai, td6i danh phai vé& nha. Cudi cung dién
thoai cling réo, so cua Billy.

"Hey there beautiful girl" (Chao c6 gai xinh dep). Giong
Lavender, diu dang va nhe nhang, nghe that dang yéu.

"Where are you now Lave?Are you OK?" (C6 dang ¢ dau
vay Lave? C6 on chw?)

"Just in my aunt's house, it's lovely here, Billy is with me
now, he gave me his phone, | have no phone" (O’ nha mot
nguwdi cd théi, modt noi dé chiu, Billy dang & day, anh &y
dwa dién thoai cho em chir em khéng co dién thoai).

"l met your boyfriend today Lave" (T6i vira gap ban trai cua
c6 hdm nay Lave a)

"Oh, he already met you? | told him long before to meet and
talk with you, he's nice boy right?" (O, anh ay da gap chi roi
a? Anh ay dé thwong do chi?)

"Very much, and | met Jess too, Ryan's brother, they were
together to meet me" (Rat tuyét, va t6éi cling gap ca Jess -
em trai Ryan nira, ho di cung v&i nhau)

Téi thdy Lave thoang yén Iang trong dién thoai.

"Yeah, he's pice too, ,righE, do you want to kngw a,secret?"
(Yeah, anh ay cing rat dé thwong, chi cé mudn biét mét bi
mat khéng?)

"What secret?" (Bi mat gi vay?)
"l had sex with him, haha"
"What, with Jess?"

"Yeah, we did!"
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Phan 42

"OK..."

"May be we could have been a nice couple until Josh
came..." (Chung em co6 thé sé thanh mét cap dep déi, cho
toi khi Josh xuat hién).

"So you mean that's your ex boyfriend?" (Y ¢b 1a, Jess 1a
ban trai cii ctia c6?)

"No, not at all, but | used to like him, a lot, he was cool. We
went on some shows together. He had a girlfriend at the
time, but one time we were at a party, there was a bucket of
condoms, he took one, i saw that and asked him if he
wanted to have sex and we did, that's crazy? but it was
really cool" (Khéng han thé, nhuwng em ciing da thich anh
ay, anh 4y rat tuyét. Ching em cung tham gia mét sé show
biéu dién cung nhau. Luc d6 anh 4y ciing da c6 ban gai...)

"No, that sounds romantic, were you drunk?" (Nghe that
l&ng man, luc dé cb say rwgu a?)

"Not at all" (Khéng han)

"I didn't think Jess is that easy type of person, hehe..." (Toi
khong nghi Jess la loai nguwoi dé dai...)

"No, he's not,,i think he liked me, that's why" (Khéng, nhung
em nght anh ay thich em)

"Even he had a girlfriend?" (Tham chi ca khi anh ta da cé
ban gai)

"l don't know, but by then, we did it sometimes too, Jess
was really sweet, but i saw the relationship was blind, it was
true proved by until i was totally collapsed by Josh. That is
really true love. Jess quit the club soon after his brother did.
Ryan was famous with full of rumors, haha" (Em ciing
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khéng biét, Jess thwc sy ngot ngao nhwng em cam thay
mdi quan hé nay khéng co 16i thoat, diéu d6 cang dwoc
chirng td khi em bi Josh hap dan. D6 la mét tinh yéu thuc
sw. Jess ciing roi khdi cau lac bd sau khi anh trai anh Ay di.
Ryan ciing néi tiéng v&i mot dbng tin dén, haha)

"What were the rumors about?" (Tin dén vé cai gi vay?)

"Just like Ryan had been chased by rich girls and rich men,
he was pretty cold you know, Jess was better, the girls were
crazy about them, but I'd prefer Jess, he would talk to me
when we met. | was kinda popular in the club also, but
Ryan didn't even care." (Kiéu nhw Ryan bj cac cé gai va ca
nhirng ngwdi dan éng giau cé san dudi, anh &y thi lanh
lung, Jess thi d& hon chut, cac c6 gai phat dién I1én vi ho
nhung em thich Jess hon, anh &y thwong bat chuyén voi
em mbdi khi chung em gdp nhau. Em ciing dwoc nhiéu
ngudi biét dén & cau lac bd nhwng tham chi Ryan con
khéng bubn dé y t&i).

"So you're surprised when discovered he's my boyfriend?"
(Vi thé ma c6 rat ngac nhién khi phat hién ra anh 4y 1a ban
trai t6i?)

"Totally, | mean, shocked, but | hadn't seen him for long,
since he quit the club, he was too famous, he must be tired,
haha". (Gan nhw la sbc d6 chi, da lau em khong gap anh ay
ké tr khi anh 4y roi khéi cau lac bd. Anh ay qua nbi tiéng
nén tat nhién mét mai)

"Any other rumors?" (Con tin dén gi niva khéng vay?)

"Lot of, but it is normal, | had a lot too, all the people there
are mad, you know it is crazy world in there..." (R4t nhiéu,
nhwng dé la chuyén binh thwéng thdi ma, em ciing bi nhiéu
tin dén).

"You're tired too right? i'm really sad, to hear about you
Lave, you are beautiful, don't destroy yourself for your
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mother, for even Josh, for anyone, live for the people who
love you, like me" (Va cd ciling rat mét méi phai khong? Toi
rat budén khi nghe chuyén cta cd Lave &, c¢b 1a mot cd gai
xinh dep, drng hdy hoai ban than minh vi me c6, hay vi
Josh hay bét ky ai, hay sbéng vi nhirng nguwdi yéu mén co,
nhw tdi chadng han).

"l made you sad right? Billy told me the same thing, i wish i
could live in a world that there are only Josh, Billy and you,
it would be a perfect world." (Em lam chi budn sao? Billy
cling néi véi em nhuw vay, em wéc rang em dwoc sbng
trong mét thé gidi chi cé Josh, Billy va chi, né sé la mot thé
gi¢i hoan hao).

"No, it is not, because then i would be so bored missing my
loved ones, too, haha" (Khéng dau, bdi vi tdi sé& rat budn
néu thiéu ngu®di minh yéu, haha)

"I don't care, haha, it is my perfect world" (Em khong quan
tam, do la the gi¢i hoan hao cia em)
"So please..." (Lam on di ma)

"OK, i'm trying, for the people i love...." (Ok, em sé& cb gang,
cho nhirng ngudi em yéu)

"Thank you"

Billy nhAc may, anh ndi rang Lave sé xudng trung tdm vao
cudi tuan, t6i xin phép gdp co6 4y vao th& sau, tdi c6 thé
nghi dwoc & spa. Billy néi anh cling dang dinh nhw thé. Anh
héi moi thir & tiém nail m&i déu OK ch&? "Phirc tap hon
em nghi nhiéu". "Néu mét qua thi chuyén qua tiém cta ban
anh nha". "Vang, cam on anh, em mong s&m gap Lave va
chung ta c6 thé thinh thodng gap nhau". "Tat nhién roi".

Thé la ciing da 12h dém. Mot ngay voi qua nhiéu cau
chuyén véi du loai con nguwdi. Ai cling dé lai cho téi suy
nghi. Trong sb ho, cé nhirtng ngudi that kho hiéu, cd nhivng
nguoi that dang thuwong, t6i cho 6ng gia yéu quy cua toi
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sang mot bén, khong bi lan vao bon ho, 6ng ay khong khé
hiéu, 6ng ay khong dang thwong, 6ng ay gilp téi dirng can
bang gilra nhirng con nguwoi khoé hiéu va dang thwong kia.

Téi nhé vé Helen, nhé vé sw tuyét vong niu kéo va tire gian
cua co ay.

T6i nhé vé Josh, nhé vé su than thién va béat lwc cha cau
ay.

T6i nhé vé Jess, nhd vé nhirng cau hdi va anh nhin khé
hiéu cua cau ay, cau ta than thién véi ngudi khac ma lanh
lung vai toi.

T6i nhé vé Lavender, va sy hoang dai va tinh yéu cla cb
ay danh cho toi.

T6i nhé vé Ryan, anh &y lanh lung v&i ngudi khac ma 4m
ap voi téi, tham chi téi con khong biét noi diéu do...van biét
anh khéng don gian.

Nhé& nhiéu, va tiép tuc chim vao nhitng con mo méng mi...

Téi vao cai tiém nail dé chwa dwoc may bubi, nhung da céd
nhirng vi khach tin nhiém wax 1dng may dau tién, va nhiéu
lén hang ngay vi ho giéi thiéu cho nhau. C6 cb vira moi
wax 16ng may tuan trwdc, 16ng chwa kip moc lai da quay lai
voi toi doi wax tiép dé téi nay di "party". Téi dong khach ra
trd, co sy canh tranh rd rét véi hai ba cd Lucy va Lily vén
duoc coi la wax 16ng may ndi tiéng & khu vic nay. Téi con
c6 thém mét loi thé Ia tiéng Anh kha, néi chuyén va "tw
van" trang diém cho ho, tham chi con trang diém mién phi
cho mét sd ngudi, khach réat thich. Con may ba cé kia, cod
mudn néi xau t6i cling chang ra ndi mét I&i vi tiéng Anh qua
kem.

Va thé la toi lai cang bi ghét, ma ghét cha lam gi dwoc t4i,
cha ca dam dudi t6i di nira. Tai thich!
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T6i ¢b gang it ndi chuyén va lai gan véi Ronie cang nhiéu
cang tét, chang phai vi téi ngai gi may ngudi kia, ma vi toi
ghét, chang mudn day dwa. Nhung c&r cang thé thi Ronie
cang san sb t&i, bat chip ca sw bat lyc niu kéo lwdm nguyt
cla ba "me vo twong lai" va "déng bon". Thi thoang ho lai
tum ndm tum ba néi nay néi no, chang biét ndi gi. Toi dé y
c6 Tai va chi Thay khéng cung héi, ho lubn tach riéng ra, cé
vé chi Thay ciing thudc dang "bj di" gibng nhw t6i, nén chj
4y cling ghét, chi la khéng chdng dbi chd ra mat so bi du bi
ma thoi.

"Chi" Tai lai sang, ctr nhay twng twng gilra tiém. Ma co 1é
mé&i dwoc nghe may céi tin ngudi ta dom dat vé téi "nay no
vé chinh tri" nén cang duwoc thé quay pha an néi mat mé.
Ngbi gitra tiém ma chi c& oang oang: "Chai oi, dubi s&m di
thoi!". "Sao ¢o cai loai téc ré tre nhin ghé thé nhi?". T(rc that
day, vi téc t6i thang muwot nhu sunsilk 1a thé ma c& ngoi
ché. Téi thdy Tai "anh" con phai 1&n tiéng: "Chai oi, may
xem lai toc may di, dep hon ai ma c&r ché vay". Thé t6i méi
dé vy, téc cla chj tréng nhw cai chdi xé tuy da cb vubt keo
cho né bét xu nhwng ddm béo phai vai con qua dang lam 6
bén trong. Thé rbi, Tai ngdi ca vong ¢d, toan cb y cé nhirng
cau choc ngoay t6i, tdi khéng hiéu vi sao "chj" ghen ghét toi
kinh khing nhw vay, khéng biét cé phai vi chi mudn ninh
chu hay vi chj yéu Ronie n(ra.

Luc téi khéng co khach, ngE“)i l&ng nghe nhirng 1&i tréu choc
cua "chj" Tai, tw nhién nay ra y dinh lam gi d6 cho bd ghet.
Toi dé y Tai hay di di lai lai va hay ngdi cai ghé & gan ban
cudi cung, quay mong ra dang trwdc phia t6i hay wax 16ng
may. Téi thi s&n médt chai thubc danh méng tay dé Idom va
mot t& gidy, t6i con xé cho né gibng nhw cai duéi. Y nhw
rang sau khi lam xong khach tiém bén kia chi lai quay lai
tiép tuc ca vong cd. Nhin chi tir xa 13 t6i da dd ca lo thubc
ra t& gidy. Chi lai gan, quay ngu®i lai chuan bj ngdi, téi dé
to gidy lén trén cai ghé that nhanh ma chj khéng biét. Chj
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ngdi bet mot phat 1&n, chi lai ca. Téi sung swéng dén ban
bat cd nguwoi. Chi Thdy nhin thdy ma phai lao vao cai
phong kho nhd d& 6m miéng cwdi. Va hé qua la thé nay.
Lac chi Tai dirng |&n, cai t& gidy dinh trén cai quan Levis
siéu dep cua chi, chi di da thé hay ngody méng, t& gidy
ling 1&ng nhw cai dudi, di dwoc nlra tiém thi cai dudi roi
xudng dé 16 ca bd méng dd choét, trong rat...Ca tiém phai
ngoai lai nhin, khach Ian ra kéu Ién: "Oh, Shit" tan loan. Co6
2 dlra tré con dang chd me son moéng lao t&¢i c&r chui mat
vao0...ngd. Chj Tai ngo ngac, cha hiéu moi ngudi cudi cai
gi. Gan ra khéi tiém, mét ba khach tét bung chi "Look at
your ass", chi nhin thay ré |&n, chay nhw dién vé phia bén
kia tiém dé& tim cach "x& Iy". Moi ngudi trong tiém quay lai
nhin t6i, nhw kiéu dich thj t6i la thd pham. T6i cha so, t6i sé
ndi rang la do tdi so' y dé db lo son ra t& gidy va anh ta ngbi
lén, ai bdo khéng dé y. Toéi c&r diém nhién ding wax léng
may tiép. Cd khach cta t6i hoi, kiéu thi tham: "You did it
hah? You bad girl, haha" (C6 lam phai khong? C6 quay that
do, haha). T6i nhay mat Ronie 1&n tiéng: "Théi rdi, phen
nay di dep cai quan rdi, haha". Tiéng cd Lucy: "Ronie ¢c6 xui
khéng thé ho".

Trwdc khi chi Tai vé, chi sang bén tiém t6i mang oang
oang: "Hong cha cai quan cda tui roi, mua gan tram dong
do, co ngay toi giét nghe chuwa, nghe chua?"

Tai "anh" lai chen vao: "Troi, co tram dong cai quan ma doi
giet nguoi ta".

"Ne, anh im di nha, anh bénh ghe ha? Ronie, Ronie, Ronie,
Ronie dau, ra day ra day".

Ronie ciing dang chuan bj v&, hai vong ra: "Cai gi".

"Tui giét con ghe ctia anh day".

Tai lai phi cuoi, dén khd. Muén gié} t6i, chiri t6i thi ctr noi
thang vao mat t6i, cr da cho nay cho kia, dén chét cuoii.

251



R&i Tai ngody méng ra vé, trdi cling hoi lanh, anh ta méc
cé mét cai 4o dai tay. Con cai 4o khoac, dang...quan quanh
méng, nguwdi co ro, cha biét td sao cho hét budn cuoi. Toi
thdy sang khoai da doi, xau tinh ti, nhwng thich that!

Téi lai vé véi chi Thay, chi &y bao hinh nhw nghe trdm duoc
tiém nail nay sdp déng clra vi chli sap doi lai mat bang,
Lucy dang cudng quyt ninh not chay chot, ma tiéng Anh
cling hoi kém nén khé lam viéc. Chi y luén miéng nhéc t6i
can than v&i nhivng ngudi & day. Ké thi téi "choi" Tai vay
cling vui va bd ghét vi cai théi danh da va khinh nguwoi cua
anh ta, nhwng ho cling la ngw®i ghé gém, ho lam gi minh
khéng biét dwoc dau. "Ma chi néi em nghe nha, Tai mé
Ronie 1&m d6, bira trwéc ghen véi cd Helen nhwng sau do
thdi vi Helen la con chd, nhwng véi em la n6 khéng co tha
dau nghen, n6é ghen em dé". "A, thao nao". Nhuwng téi ciing
cha so, t6i dau co thé l1am & day lau dai, téi cling sap vé
Viét Nam réi, ma cé khi chuyén tiém di noi khac ngay tuan
sau y chu.

Sau bao lo lang hoai nghi thadc méac cudi cung thi ti nay
Ryan cuda t6i cling hira dén tham t6i, con sé& dwa t6i di dau
do.

C6 nén héi va ké& chuyén clia Garbriel khdng nhi? Cé nén
hdi hét thdc méc vdi anh khong nhi? Hay la ctv...dé thé di,
nhw I&i 6ng gia cua t6i khuyén?
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Phan 43

Anh dén ddo bang chiéc xe ch& t6i lAn dau tién dao no.
Nhin thdy chiéc xe t6i lai nh¢ ra céi lan dau tién téi bwdc
chan |&n céai xe do, tréi bdo bung mwa tuyét va vé cung
lanh 180. Nhung hém nay da &m &p hon nhiéu rdi. Troi
chang vang, tdi chot sét rudt vi birc tranh van d& dang cua
minh.

Ryan néi anh c6 mét nguwoi ban mudn gidi thiéu cho t6i. D6
la mét hoa si, nhwng nghé nghiép chinh cta nguwoi do la
trang tri noi that. Hdm nay ngu®i ban &y c6 mdi Ryan va toi
an t6i. Toi rat vui vé di theo anh, va cé héi tai sao Ryan
chang bao gi® nhac t¢i ngwdi ban nay nhi? Ryan ndi ciing
lau réi ho khdng gap nhau. Anh hoa si nay c6 cai tén rat la
la Juicy, t6i khéng rd la tén that hay la nghé danh nira. Vi
t6i nght 1a hoa s thi rat hay cé nghé danh.

Trén dwong di, Ryan héi t6i da gdp Garbriel nhw thé nao,
chung t6i da ndi nhirng gi. Téi thdy Ryan mét madi, t6i nhin
anh that dang thwong, toi nght toi viéc Ryan dang phai cb
gdng minh "trying hard" dé duy tri mdi quan hé nay voi toi
nhw moi ngudi dang ndi va béng nhién ¢ sw lo so néu toi
sé lam gi do, noi gi do thi t6i sé xé toac mét sy that nao
day, va co thé t6i s& méat anh. Néu dang tét dep thé nay, tai
sao khéng thé dé cho no tét dep di? Thé 1a t6i quyét dirng
lai nhitng thdc méac cha minh. Téi néi véi Ryan: "i don't
know your relationship with Garbriel, i don't know if she is
really trying to tell me something, but even something is
really going on, i don't need to know, you're maklng me
happy, that's it!" (Em khoéng biét méi quan hé cua anh voi
Gar thé nao, em ciing khéng biét c6 4y cb noi véi em didu
gi, tham chi ca chuyén gi dang xay ra em ciing khéng biét,
em nghi em khéng can biét, chi can biét anh lam em cam
thdy hanh phuc, thé 1a dd). Ryan cuoi, rat nhe nhang, anh
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dwa tay nam lay tay t6i &m ap, "come here, come here", t6i
lai gan anh, anh bdo nhdm mat lai di, anh hdn nhe I&n mét
toi roi lai vudt toc hit hit bén tai. "Oh, my painful eyes", anh
thi tham. Toi m|m cwdi rdéi nam nghiéng ngwoi, chui dau
vao long anh réi nhdm mat. Anh van lai xe, con t6i nam
nghi. "Take some rest, i'll call you when we get there" (Em
nghi di mét lat, anh sé goi em khi chung ta t¢i noi). "OK".
Tbi cling mét mai, téi tw cho minh mot khoang binh yén bén
anh thay vi s& ngdi ndi liu lo. Cang nghi, t6i cang thay tam
dac véi nhivng gi minh vira néi, Ryan qua tét vé&i t6i, anh
thwe sw la mét nguwoi "dan éng trong mo" khéng chi véi toi
ma v&i rat nhiéu ngudi phu ni ngoai kia, t6i nghi rang tat
ca bon ho déu dang ghen ti. Anh cho téi nhirng giay phut
lang man, &m ap, quan tam, sé chia, nhirng nu hén rat ngot
ngdo, va nira..mdt didu tdi chot nghi tdi, anh khéng cd
nhirng hanh ddng qua xa, anh khéng doi héi hay lam dung
than thé voi t6i. Co thé diéu nay la hoi ky la gitra cai thé
gi¢i hién dai nay, noi ma chi mét cau "dé nghi" ciing cé thé
lén giwdng dwoc voi nhau, va véi mét ngwoi dan 6ng dep
nhw vay, ké ca anh 4y khoéng co y thi dbi twong cla anh ta
ciing...khé chiu ndi. Nhwng véi mot ¢d gai chau A va con
non nét kinh nghiém nhw toi thi t6i coi d6 la mét diéu gi dé
"tr t&", that chang biét c6 la d& hoi khéng niva. Nhwng qua
that, t6i thdy anh chwa bao gi® 1&n qua xa va doi hoi toi
chuyén doé, néu anh c6 doi, téi cling chwa biét minh c6 thich
lam "c6 gai ngoan" hay khong ni¥a. Thé la t6t hay khong
tét, co phai anh dang "t&r té" v&i t6i hay t6i chua da strc
quyén rii v&i anh nhi?

Nght toi day téi bat cwdi, "why are you laughing?" (Em cu&i
gi thé?). "Oh, nothing, just thinking of what i did to someone
today at the nail salon" (O, khéng c6 gi, chi la em dang nghi
dén chuyén da lam véi mot ngudi & tiém nail hém nay),
"really? What did you do?" (That v, em da lam gi vay?)
"Oh, that's a gay one, he drove me mad so i just did some
dirty thing" (O, d6 1a mét ngudi ddng tinh, anh ta lam em

254



phat dién, vi thé em da choi xau mét ti), "Oh, my god, what
did you do?" (Oi trdi, em da lam gi thé?). "l just poured
some red liquid to the paper and put it under his ass, and
he sat on it, that's all" (Em chi dé mét it son méng tay mau
do ra giat réi dat xubng phia dwéi cho anh ta ngbi 1én, thé
théi ma). Ryan cuwdi pha 1én, "Oh no, that's terrible, you're
bad girl" (O, that kinh khiing, em nghich qua cung a). "Yes i
am, but he's a bad man, i mean, a woman, haha" (Vang,
nhwng anh 4y la mét nguwdi dan 6ng téi té, a khéng, y em 1a
moét nguwdi phu niv). "You hate gay people?" (Em khdng
thich nhixng ngwdi ddng tinh a?). "No i don't, i love them,
some of my customers are gay and they love me, really
talented people but this one is out of control" (Khéng, em
rat thich ho, mét vai khach hang ctia em la ngwdi dong tinh
va ho ciing rat thich em, ho 1a nhitng ngui rat tai ndng
nhwng cai anh chang kia thi that té). "Yeah, i bet they do
love you, you are beautiful" (Yeah, anh ca la ho yéu thich
em, em thay xinh dep). "Hihi". Bung vay, c6 mét sy that
rang nhirng ngudi déng tinh, bat k& 1a nam hay nir khi t&i
lam khach hang cla t6i, ho déu rat yéu mén t6i dac biét, va
déu khen téi xinh xan va than thién, téi cling rat quy mén
ho, va qua thwc ho déu Ia nhirng nguwdi rat gidi, tai nang va
théng minh. Chi 1a cai "chi" Tai kia thi qua Iam, c6 diéu chi
ay ciing 1a mét tho gidi nén duwoc chi rat cung chiéu. Théi
thdng cam, d&i cé ngudi nay nguwoi kia, du sao chi ta cling
ghen, yéu ma, thdi, khdng chép.

Dién thoai t6i reo inh 6i, lai phai nhdc xem. Oi Ronie, t6i
nhin thdy da kho chiju vé cung, khdng thém nghe, tat luén.
Ryan héi tai sao t6i khéng nhic dién thoai, t6i bdo tdi khong
thich nghe. "Still the man who bothered you before? Let me
take it" (Van 1a anh chang lam phién em lan truéc a? Dé
anh nghe may cho). "No no, it is OK" (Khéng, khéng cé gi
ma). "Why?, or is it Billy?" (Sao vay? Hay la Billy?) "No, it is
somebody on the island you don't know" (Khéng, la mét
nguwdi & trén ddo nhwng anh khoéng biét dau). Téi thay rat
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Ryan kho chiu, t6i chang biét néi gi hon nira, tat luon cai
dién thoai va nam nham mat tiép.

Can ho cua Juicy nam trén tdng 5 cia mét khu phd gan
Central Park, phd 6 may gi d6. Clra son mau trdng nau, rat
phong cach, nhin da biét 1a can phong ctia mét ngwdi hoat
dong trong Ilinh vwec nghé thuat. Juicy mé& clra, mét nguoi
dan 6ng ciing con tré, chac khoang cung I&m 1a 40, hoi hoi
dau, da trdng boc va mét rat xanh. Can ho rat lich sy va
sang trong, bai tri gam mau nau &m ap, cting c6 moét cai
piano nho, mot cai ti vi man hinh phang rat to, co may binh
hoa nhd di mau séac, bd sa I6ng mau nau giébng twdng nha,
va tranh treo trén twong, chac chan la cla chl nha, tranh
vé chl yéu 1a chan dung nude, dan éng va dan ba, nhin
trén trui t&i rang minh nhwng phai céng nhan la dep. T6i cw
dirng ha héc mdém nhin khién ca Ryan va Juicy phi cudi.

"How are they?" (Cd thay chang thé nao?)

"They are yours right?" (Ong vé ching phai khdng?)
"Yeah, you like them?" (Uhm, cé c6 thich chiung khéong?)
"No, | don't" (Khéng).

Thoang lang yén.

"...Because | love them". (B&i vi tdi yéu chung)

"Oh, i see, i've heard about you, Ryan told me by email so i
decided to meet you today, he said you are very special,
now i see" (O, t6i da rat nhiéu vé cd, Ryan da ké cho t6i
nghe qua email vi thé t6i nhat dinh doi gap c6 ngay hém
nay, anh at noi co rat dic biét va bay gi® téi da thay).

"| love art too, i love painting" (Tdi yéu nghé thuat, t6i rat
thich héi hoa)

"Oh, i see, i will show you my gallery after dinner". (TGi sé
gidi thiéu v&i c6 phong trung bay cla téi sau bira t6i)
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Bira t6i clia chiing t6i cé vai moén an kha la, tt nhién c6 bo
va banh mi, c6 pizza, cé thit hun khoi, ga tay va gi nira toi
chad nhé. Téi rat doi va nhin thiy rat ngon, téi phu 6ng &y
don ra ban va hat 1Am nhdm mét minh. Téi thay Juicy dirng
ngan ra nhin t6i luc t6i xép ban, tw nhi tw hao tham trong
bung va hoi ra vé diéu mét chut. (Tw héi khéng biét 6ng 4y
c6 dinh xin t6i lam ngwdi mau khong nhi, thé thi...hoi so
day, hihil)

Chung téi ngdi &n, t6i déi oi la doi, nhwng van phai tir ton,
t6i d& an nén mon gi téi cling ném thir, t6i khen Juicy that
khéo tay. Ong 4y noi dau cé, 1a vac tir siéu thi vé ca.

"So, how did you meet? i admit to you Ryan, she has nice
features, i love her full lips and big eyes, and that straight
hair, how cute, you're Vietnamese right?" (Hai ngwoi quen
nhau nhw thé ndo vay? Téi phai thira nhan véi anh, Ryan
a, c6 4y co6 nhirng nét rat dep, t6i thich déi méi day dan va
ddi mat to clia ¢o, cd mai téc thang niva, rat tuyét, co la
nguwoi Viét Nam phai khong?)

"Oh, thank you, but i'm not considered to be beautiful in
Vietham" (Cam on 6ng, nhwng & Viét Nam toi khong duwoc
coi la xinh dep dau)

"Oh why not? But it is normal, i see you as a Westerner's
eye, and as an artist's eye, not a Viethamese eye, and
you're pretty smart i think" (O, tai sao khéng? Nhwng né
cling binh thwdng théi, t6i thdy c6 co6 cdp mat kidu nguoi
mién Tay, v&i con mat cla hoa sy, thi nd khéng phai la doi
mat kiéu Viét Nam va téi cho la cé ciing rat théng minh).
"Oh thank you thank you, you're gonna blow my nose up for
these praisings" (O, cdm on 6ng, 6ng sap lam t6i nd tung
mdi vi nhirng 1&i tan dwong do)

"Haha, hey Ryan, she's funny too, what on earth you could
get such a girl?" (Haha, Ryan nay, cé 4y ciing rat vui tinh,
anh tim dau dwgc moét cb gai tuyét nhw vay?)
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"Oh, she's got painful eyes. On the day we met, she melt
my heart with electrical rays shooting from her painful eyes,
don't you see that Juicy?" (O, cd &y cdé mot dd6i mét c6 ma
lwe, mét ngay chung t6i tinh c& gap nhau c6 4y da lam tan
chay trai tim t6i bang nhirng tia dién t chinh ddi méat cua
c6 4y, anh cé thé hinh dung ra khéng ha Juicy?)

"Yeah, i do, can you look at me the same way you did to
Ryan?" (Yeah, c6 ma, c6 cé thé nhin tdi gidbng nhw nhin
Ryan luc do khdng?)

"No, she can't Juicy" (Khong dwoc dau, Juicy)

Haha, va chung téi cung cuwoi. Toi thich nghe nhirng cau
chuyén cua Juicy ve nhirng blrc tranh, vé cac kiéu trang tri
phdi mau, va ong 4y rat co khiéu hai huwéc, t6i va Juicy tréu
nhau ca budi t6i. Toi cling lam cho Juicy ngac nhién boi
mot s6 suy nghi téo bao, khi ong ay noi nhiéu chuyén cling
c6 vé hoi "bay", nhung t6i déu gat gu va "dé" duwoc. Toi
cling néi mét vai s& thich dac biét cia minh ciing nhw déng
cdm va hiéu duwoc mot sbé thr 6ng 4y mubn chia sé. Tai
cam thay Ryan rat ty hdo vé téi, con Juicy gat gu suébt.

An xong, tdi bdo sé rira dia cho, Juicy xua vdi va néi dé do
éng ta sé& lam. Juicy dan t6i va Ryan vao trong mét can
phong nhé 1a noi d& 6ng ta sang tac. La liét mau vé va
nhirng blrc tranh m&i hoan thanh con dé khap noi. Juicy
chi cho t6i xem mdt ddng tap chi thdi trang con bi ban ca
mau trong goc phong. "Hey, Ryan ever let you see those?"
(Ryan da cho ¢6 xem chang bao gi®& chwa?). Téi cam lén,
da loai tap chi th&i trang, nh¢ loang thoang c6 Comos,
Metropolitan gi gi d6. "Let me show you" (D& t6i chi cho cé
xem), Juicy dé& cho t6i xem, hinh nhw trong tat ca dam tap
chi d6 déu c6 anh cia Ryan. Pep dén sirng s, t6i phai thot
Ién, c6 ca nhirng blrc anh ban than ma téi con chwa bao
gio...dwoc nhin thay nhw vay ngoai doi. Téi nhin Ryan, anh
ay cuwdi, xua di, "long time ago" (lau réi ma). Téi ngodi bét
xudng, xem say mé, anh ciing quy xudng va ém téi, hén lén
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téc, "i were cool, right?" (Anh tréng tuyét day chir?). "You're
still cool" (Anh van tuy&t ma). "Ryan was famous you know,
he could have been a star" (Ryan da tirng rat néi tiéng do,
anh ta con co thé tr& thanh mot ngdi sao). "Why you quit?"
(Tai sao anh lai thdi khong lam ngwdi mau niva?). "coz i
have more things to do!" (Anh c6 nhiéu viéc can lam ma).
"There's Jess in here?" (C6 Jess trong nay khdng anh?).
"May be, i'm not sure, its been a long time" (Ciing c6 thé,
lau qua rdi, anh khéng nhé 1dm). D4y la phat gidy t6i thay
tw hao vé Ryan t&i nghet thd, ngdm nhirng blirc dnh ma toi
khong tin rdng d6 1a ngwdi dang ngdi ngay canh minh. Va
t6i that ngu ngbc, t6i khdng dam xin mot t& vé cho minh,
hay la t6i d& quén mét tdi khéng nhé niva.

"I'm sorry, but did you have sex with Ryan?" (Téi xin i,
nhwng cé da ngd véi Ryan chwa?) Juicy bat nge héi.

"What, why you asked her such a thing?" (Gi thé, sao anh
lai héi c6 ay nhuw thé?). Ryan ngang mat Ién hoi nhan nho.

"Well, look at those pics, even me want to havg sex with
him, haha" (O, thi nhin nhitng blrc anh nay, dén téi con
muon nira la, haha)

"No, | haven't, but | will" (Chwa, nhwng t6i sé€...). Téi tra 1&i,
cwoi rinh rich.

"Ah, got your girl, haha"

Cudi cung, Juicy noi, ong ta c6 mot birc tranh dep nhat va
dac biét nhat, treo trong phong ngu, t6i c6 muon xem hay
khong? "Of course | do" (Tat nhién roi).

Juicy dan téi vao phong ngu, trong do ciing cd mot cai tivi
man hinh phang to, mét lo hoa nhé xiu, ga trai giwdng mau
nau. Treo phia trén tivi la mét birc tranh kha to. Birc tranh
khda than cla mot ngudi dan 6ng rat dep, dang ngdi suy
tw, tay chéng Ién cam, déi méi nhé va dé trong méng manh,
mai téc dai va hoi rd, cé mai té¢c mai...."Do you recognize
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your man?" (C6 cb nhan ra chang trai cia c6 khéong?). Toi
khéng phl nhan va khéng thét I1&n dwoc I&i ndo, vi dé chinh
la Ryan. "Oh, my god, is it you Ryan?" (Tr&i dat, cd phai la
anh khéng Ryan?). "Yes, it's also a long time ago" (Uh, lau
ldm r6i). "That's beautiful" (Pep that dé). "Yes, that's the
most beautiful one" (Uh, né 1a birc dep nhét). Pep qua, dep
t&i mirc t6i thét 1én ma nhw trong 101 n6i cé r nwoc mat vi
xuc déng. Trong phut gidy &y, tdi thdy minh qua nhd bé so
v&i Ryan, téi thay hinh nhw bao l1au qua moi chuyén xay ra
van nhw la mot gidc mo ky bi nao dé, t6i khong thé nao
thirc day dwoc va téi khdng mudn thire day, nhuwng ciing la
lic tdi c& mot cdm nhan, gidc mo nay dep qua, nd sé kéo
dai bao lau nira day?

"l really understand why Ryan would come to a girl like you,
you know how INNOCENT you are? Just pure, lovely,
beautiful, clever. i hope a girl like you would be happy, and
you are deserved to be happy, and i hope Ryan is also
having some good time with you, how glad you are a
couple". (T6i da hiéu vi sao Ryan yéu co, cd c6 biét cod
trong trang dén thé nao khéng? Trong sang, dang yéu, xinh
dep va théng minh. Téi mong cb gai nhw c¢6 sé luén hanh
phuc, va cd xieng dang dwoc hanh phuc, hi vong Ryan sé
cd nhirng thoi gian tuyét dep bén cd, that mirng vi hai
nguwoi la mot déi).

Téi lai giat minh véi tr "glad”, that ky la, t6i van chua hiéu
vi sao moi nguoi rat hay dung tir §6 dé miéu ta suy nghi
cua ho v&i moi quan hé cla Chung t6i. Ryan ngdi xubng cai
ghé xoay trong phong ngl cla Juicy, xoay xoay va ngam
birc tranh nhw thé anh dang nhé lai khi minh dang lam
ngwdi mau cho bire tranh do.

"Thank you, lately, i've met good people, bad people, some
loves me, some hates me. Thank you for telling me sweet
things even we just meet for the first time, that would bright
up my life" (Cam on éng, tdi da gdp nhirng ngudi ca tét 1an
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xau, co6 nguoi yéu ciing cé ngudi ghét téi. Cam on éng da
néi nhirng 1&i t6t dep tham chi khi ching ta ma&i chi gap
nhau lan dau, né lam cudc song cua t6i twoi sang hon do).

"Haha, you're having a bright life, girl" (C6 c6 moét cudc
sOng twoi dep ma cb gai). Ca Ryan va Juicy cung cuwoi.

Trwéde khi vé, tw nhién Juicy ndm tay t6i. "You are special,
i've never seen Ryan this way, please smile if you meet me
next time, ok?" (Cé rat dac biét, t6i chwa bao gi® thdy Ryan
nhw vay, hdy mim cwdi néu 1an sau ching ta gdp nhau,
dwoc chwr?)

"Sure, i smile all the time" (Chac rdi, t6i ludn ludn cwdi ma)

10 rwdi, ching téi ra vé. Ryan c6 vé rat vui va thoai mai, toi
hy vong hém nay t6i da lam cho anh vui, tdi muén anh cé
cam giac an toan rang tdi dang khéng suy nghi nhiéu, t6i sé
khong soi méi, va rang téi da rat "dé thwong" véi ngudi ban
cla anh. Toéi ndéi Juicy qua la mét nguwoi tai nang, than
thién. "OOH, he likes you too Kin, it is true, he's really
talented, he's RICH, haha" (Oh, anh ta thich em Kin &, anh
ta qua that rat tai ndng va anh ta giau cé 1dm). "When did
he draw you? You were sitting there as a model?" (Anh ta
vé anh khi nao vay? Anh da ngéi lam mau w?). "Yeah, | did,
nearly a month, can you believe it?" (Uh, gan mét thang,
em co tin dwgec khdng?) "Everyday?" (Hang ngay w?). "Not
everyday, | don't remember, my body idled, but once it
came to the painting, i was shocked, it's worth it, and of
course he paid me for the picture" (Khéng hdn 1a hang
ngay, anh ciing khéng nhé rd 1am, anh phai ngbi bat déng
nhwng khi nhin blrc tranh anh da rat bat ngd, no that dang
gia, va tat nhién 1a anh 4y cé trd tién lam méau cho anh),
"Oh, haha, that's why you were that patient" (O, d6 la ly do
khién anh kién nhan nhw vay phai khéng, haha).

"Hey...." Téi ngap ngrng.
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"You don't want to have sex with me?" (Anh khéng muébn
em sao?)

Ryan mé& to méat va nhin vé téi trwéc cau héi "da man" nhw
vay.

"You did it before?" (Em da tirng lam chuyén do w?)

"No | haven't, | told you | never had a boyfriend before"
(Chwa, em da naéi véi anh la em chwa bao gié ¢6 ban trai
ma)

"You're curious or you see me sexy?" (Em to mo hay em
thay anh quyén ri?)

"Both" (Ca hai)

"So you want to do it now?" (Vay em c6 mudn chuyén dé
ngay bay gio khong?)
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Phan 44

Cau héi ctia Ryan khién t6i nhin anh d& dan mét luc, né
khién trong long t6i nhoi [én va ndi da ga. Vi sao thé? Tai
c6 thé héi anh mét cau héi "bao dan" nhw vay co ma,
nhwng khi nhan dwoc cau tra 1&i la mot cau hdi khac, téi lai
thdy run rdy, vi t6i so? Téi chwa sén sang? Do 1a Iuc toi
thwe sy dang nghi vé sex, vé romance va sy dau don, néu
t6i ther...néu toi gat dau va quyét tam...

"If | say Yes, will you do it?" (Néu em déng y thi anh sé...)

"No man in this world would ever deny" (Khdng mot nguoi
dan 6éng trén thé gidi nay co thé twr choi).
"What? Are you scared?" (Sao vay, em s¢ a?)

"But what if | didn't ask, would you ask me the same thing?"
(Nhwng néu em khéng héi thi anh cé dé nghi em nhw vay
khong?)

"Are you waiting for it?" (Em mudn biét w?)
"Yes, | am" (Vang)

"That's why | don't ask you for it, I'm saving some special
things for my heart" (C6 moét ly do khién anh khéng doi hoi
em chuyén dd, anh muon gilr nhirng diéu dac biét trong tim
minh).

"Special things? That's weird in this world, especially with
you, | have to admit that's you are the most handsome man
I've met in my life, woman would pay you to have sex how
would you control yourself by saving these special things?"
(Nhirng diéu dac biét? N6 qua la ky la trong thé gi&i nay,
nhat va v&i anh, em phai cdng nhan anh 1a ngudi dep trai
nhat ma em tirng gap trong cudc ddi, sé rat nhiéu phu ni
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bo tién ra dé dwoc gan gii anh, anh lam thé nao dé gitr
nhirng diéu dac biét lai cho minh?)

"What makes you think so? | had sex with only women |
like. You said you've never done that before right, virginity is
important to you?" (Diéu gi khién em nghi vay? Anh chi
ham mudn lam tinh v&i ngwdi ma anh thich. Em néi 1a em
chwa bao gi®&» c6 chuyén dé trwdc day, vay sw trinh trdng rat
quan trong v&i em phai khéng?)

"Ok, that's not a big problem, | have to do it somehow"
Im lang, mét nu cwoi nhe.

"Hey..."

"Yes?"

"Are you saving my virginity?"

"I'm saving your soul".

Pay 4 Iuc t6i lai thdy anh lanh lung va khé hiéu mét cach ky
la, anh cho t&i cai cdm giac khién t6i khéng dam l1an toi
nira, khéng dam héi nivra. Téi cling tw van lwong tam minh,
t6i héi anh nhw vay, vi bao thac mac by lau nay, hay vi t6i
thwe sw thém mubn chuyén d6? T6i khéng cé cau tra 10
cho cam giac luc do.

Anh lai xe, va toi im lang. Anh nhin sang xem t6i c6 phai
"d6i" hay khong.

"Hey.."

"Yes"

"Let's have sex"

"Now?"

Long t6i lai ndi bao t6 vi & dé nghi ctia anh. Tai nghi anh
da cho t6i thai dé hop ly va thu that la trong mét chirng
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mwc nao day, toi da len Ién thd phao nhe nhém vi anh da
"tr choi" mot cach that "cao ca".

Nhwng gi®....sao anh lai hdi thé?

"Yes, now"

"Where?"

"My home"

"Where is it?"

"In Queens, 45 minutes from the island"

Téi nédng ca mat. Cubng quyt, lo s, dau tranh di¥ doi trong
ldbng xem minh sé lam gi day. Téi dang s¢ qua nhiéu thi,
t6i so minh chwa san sang, chwa dung luc, s¢ dau don,
nhwng hon ca, that xau hd, t6i so...vé mudn sé& bj béd me
mang. Luc dé ciing phai 11h kém. T6i vé nha anh ciing phai
12h, vay thi t6i sé qua dém & nha mét ngwdi dan 6ng hay
sao? Lo nghi dé, du dé thay téi van chi 1a mét dlra tré con.
Nhwng tdi quyét dinh, it nhat t6i cling phai biét nha anh &
dau.

"Let's go to your home" (Pén nha anh di).

Anh cuw&i, "come on", anh kéo to6i lai va bao toi twa 1én vai
anh. "Close your eyes, baby". Va t6i nhdm mét, long ngon
ngang nhuwng hoi hop t6i khé hit thd, toi thich cai mui ndong
ndng rat dan éng cua anh, 6i cai kiéu tinh yéu that nhe
nhang.

T6i bat dién thoai. Dau tién tdi goi cho Hanh néi rang bay
gi® tdi s& sang nha mot nguwdi ban ngd va néu bd me téi co
goi cho Hanh thi néi rang t6i dang & nha Hanh. Sau d6 t6i
goi v& nha va néi véi bd me rang tbi nay téi s& & nha Hanh.
Me toi rat cau, vi me rat ghét t6i di ngl & nha nguoi khac,
me goi d6 la "ngu lang". C6 1€ con gai me dang di ngu lang
that. Nnwng tdi bdo dang & nha Hanh rbi, vé bay gid thi
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ngai qua, lai mudn. Goi xong, t6i chi thay lo ldng hon ma
thoi.

Téi thay c6 2 voice messages ¢ trong phone, nhwng toi
khéng co tam trang dé nghe.

12h kém, da dén noi.

"Here we are". T6i ngadng mat Ién, mot con phd nhd véi
nhirng day nha thap tang co bac thang, kiéu dac trwng cla
Queens, t6i khéng rd d6 la phd gi, tom lai la khdng xac dinh
dwoc vi tri ctia noi t6i dang cé mat.

Xubng xe, do tim chia khéa, anh ndm tay téi di 1&n vai bac
thang réi mé& clra vao bén trong. Can ho clia anh trén tang
hai, c6 anh dén diu nhe, khéng khi yén dng dén nghet thé,
t6i thay hoi ring minh vi lanh.

Can ho cua Ryan co t&i 2 phong ngd va mét phong khach,
rat lich sw va sang trong, goi nhé dén can hd cia 6ng luat
sw thiia ndo mac du cé bra bén hon ddi chat. Toi 6 1&n khi
thay ca mot chiéc plano nhd trong phong, t6i thAm tw hao
vé Ryan tai hoa cia minh. O day c& nhuv ai cting c6 mot
chiéc piano trong nha. Trén tuong c6 rat nhiéu tranh, va
guitar, la liét dan guitar, dung s& thich cua Ryan. T6i dirng
tdn ngan trwéc may birc anh trén cai tivi Sharp cua anh,
blrc &nh Ryan chup tbt nghiép, blrc anh ca gia dinh voi
nguwoi me dac sét chau A nhin rat hay hay, Ryan giéng bd
nhiéu hon la Jess. Jess rat gibng me, nén cau ta cé nhiéu
nét A hon. Va mét cai anh chup ba anh em cua Ryan, c6
em gai cuwoi rat twoi, nhin rat hay nhung bé qua, téi khéng
rd cd Ay gibng 6ng anh trai nao hon, dic biét toc em gai
Ryan rat den, mat ciing den hon hén, c¢6 |& mang dang vé
chau A nhat nha, t6i thiy c6 bé dé co6 nét gi gibng t6i.
"That's my little sister" (Kia la em gai anh). Anh naéi luc toi
cam brc anh ba anh em Ién.

"She's pretty" (C6 Ay xinh qua)
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"Yes, she's my angel" (Uh, né la thién than clia anh)

Téi thAm ghen ti, cd gai nay co hai 6ng anh trai qua dep va
dwoc yéu mén nhw vay, that may mén hiém co.

"Are you living here alone?" (Anh sbng mét minh & day a)

"Most of the time, but Jess is with me when he's at the city,
or somtimes Michelle, my little sister." (Phan 1&n thdi gian la
vay, nhung Jess & day véi anh khi né quay lai thanh phé,
thi thoang c6 ca Michelle - em gai anh nira)

"He's at the city now, where is he?" (Jess dang & thanh
pho, vay anh ay dau rdi?)

"May be sleeping in that room" (Cé‘thé la dang ngu trong
can phong kia). Ryan néi va chi vé phia mét can phong
ngu.

"What?". Toi giat ca minh. T6i dang dinh ninh répg minh &
trong can ho nay v&i Ryan, nén vira noi va héi rat to, liu 16
Ch,L'P. Ngai qua, téi thwc sy khdng Nmu()n coé nguwdi thi ba
biét minh dang di lam m¢ét viéc "toi 16i".

Ryan thdy phan (rng cua t6i va phi cudi.

"Don't worry, its not his business anyway" (Bwng ban tam,
dé khoéng phai viéc cia n6 ma).

Qua that t6i con khdng dam hé mém ra néi niva, nhw thé so
Jess sé tinh gi4c va buéc chan ra khdi phong nhin téi cham
cham va nghi, "gi& nay ¢b ta dang lam gi & day thé nhi? Eo
6i". Toi rung ca minh.

Ryan chi cho t6i xem nhirng blrc tranh trén twdng, anh néi
c6 em gai ciia minh vé& day, t6i ngac nhién vi nhirng blc
tranh rat dep, phong cach vé ciing gidng y nhw t6i, vé& hoa
l& va cay canh, rat hdn nhién va trong sang. Toi quén mét
minh phai "im I&ng" va thét [én: "Oh my god, | love to draw
the same things, your sister and | share so much in
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common" (O, em réat thich vé& nhitng thir nhw thé, em gai
anh va em co rat nhiéu diém chung).

" know". Anh thi tham.

"l bet your sister plays this piano". (Em gai anh ciling choi
dwgc piano phai khéng?)

"Yes, it's her piano" (Uh, day la piano cta no).

"That | can't, but | would learn" (Em khéng biét choi nhung
em sé hoc)

T6i tha than di quanh phong anh, ngédm tw tap tap chi toan
hinh anh vé cai loai thuyén bé, cho t&i han moét cai dia treo
twdng cé hinh ngon hai dang, s& soang cac loai dan, nhin
tirng blre tranh, ngdm tirng cai anh, vira mang dang vé cua
mot ké td mo, vira tran trong, lai vira gidbng...nhan vién diéu
tra. Anh ngdi nhin t6i va "thuyét minh" nhitng gi t6i s& t&i
nhw mot nhan vién du lich. Téi thdy anh dang ngam téi khi
t6i dang dong vai trd clia mot ké td mo. Luc do trong dau toi
cé mdt y nghi radt manh liét, d6 1a phai hoan thanh xong
s&m birc tranh ngon hai dang, dé& "canh tranh" véi c6 em
gai, va blrc tranh 4y sé phai dwoc treo trong can phong nay
nhw thé kia.

Téi drng do ddm hoi nhiéu, c6 1& khéng ngoai muc dich
"cau gid", t6i s minh sé phai bwédc chan vao can phong
ngu kia va lam ké "lang man". Va hon nira, trong Ic‘>ng toi
khéng thodi mai va rat bat an khi biét Jess dang & ngay
phong ngu phia bén kia, t6i s¢ sé lo méat diéu gi do tot dep
néu t6i thwe sw tién téi. Cam giac y hét ca khuc "l could fall
in love with you"cGa Selena. Tién thoai lwéng nan, that kho
xtr, thé roi t6i quay lai nhin anh va...bat ng® phi cwdi, that
to...

2 cai voice messages, mot cai cua Ronie. M6t cai cua chi
Thay, la téi nghe vé sau nay. Ronie dé cho t6i I&i nhan, anh
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ta rat mét méi va thwong nhé toi, anh ta ciing xin 16i néu
gia dinh ctia Helen da dbi x(r v&i tdi khong tét. M& dau cai
message cua Ronie, anh ta noi: "Sao em dap may anh hoai
vay, xin em dirng chay trén anh, anh khé s& 1dm". Con chj
Thay, chi &y néi mudn goi cho t6i hdi cé ti viéc, chi &y co néi
moét cau: "Em a, di lai v&i Ronie it théi nha, phie tap qua,
Helen né vira t&i tiém gao khéc do". Toi thd dai thuwdn
thuort.

Check mail, may ngudi ban cua t6i van viét email héi: "Dao
nay cau véi anh chang Ronie dep trai van én chir ha?". Mot
nguwdi ban khac thi "tiét 16" "Kin c6 ngwdi yéu réi nha, &
nha dang dén am |&n nay, biét rdi, thich nha, c6 con y dinh
vé Viét Nam niva khdng day?" Va toi tra |&i: "Binh thuong
théi, bon t& van gap nhau". O Viét Nam, cac ban chi biét toi
Ronie ma thdi, va dén bay gi®» c6 1& van vay.

Thr nam.

Téi toi tiém da co vai ngwdi khach wax 1dng may ngbi cho,
mot cd con cAm theo ca bd dd trang diém v&i y dinh nho t6i
trang diém hd. Hém nay gan cudi tudn da bat dau dong
khach. Do t6i tw van trang diém va tham chi trang diém
mién phi nén nhiéu khach khac cla téi sé& phai chd. Lucy
cwc ky khé chiu. Cong nhan, dén héom nay thi mat cda moi
ngwoi trong cai tiém nay kho chiu mét cach ré rang thyc
sw, dén chj Thay ciing thdy len 1én chr khéng c&i mé cong
khai v&i tdi nira. Tai cling khdng biét lam thé nao vi khach
cla t6i rat tin twdng va nhiét tinh, chi cho' dé toi trang diém
cho ma thédi, cé nay sé di phéng van gi do. Toi bao doi nhe,
t6i wax xong hét khach thi sé trang diém cho co6 4y. Co ay
noi nhanh 1én vi minh phai di r6i. Thuwc sw t6i khéng biét
lam sao vi khach déng nhw thé nay Lucy sé khdng doi ndo
cho t&i ngdi trang diém. T6i vira cAm bo trang diém 1én, chi
dé dinh xem c6 nhitng céi gi. Tw nhién Lucy nhin thdy va
cau gat: "Ha lam gi thé ha chau, chau coi cai tiém cla co la
cai chdén hanh nghé riéng day a? Khach thi doi thé kia ma
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lai di trang diém ha? Ai ciing biét chau tiéng Anh gidi, chau
ninh khach giodi, nhwng day khéng phai cai chg Ha nhé".
Téi ndong hét cd mat. Chi Thay nhin téi y chirng bao cét
ngay di théi. Khach tuy khéng hiéu gi nhung ho doan ra
rang ba chd dang khéng vira ldong, ho so tdi bi mang,
"She's angry at you right?". Toi gat dau. C6 khach thé dai
réi dong bd trang diém lai, ra vé, cho t6i t&i 10 d6 tién tip
mac du wax léng may ciing chi c6 5 d6. C6 Lily nhin théy,
lwem mot cai that sac.

Budi trwa, nghi gidi lao. That la, hdm nay chj Tai chang chiju
qua choi. Téi cling qua cang thang, du hirng tha may thi
Tai c6 qua choi t6i cling chwa chac d& ndi hdm nay. Ca
sang ban t&i mirc t6i con khéng ca dé y Ronie hém nay
khéng di lam, t6i cling chang budn héi ai xem anh ta dau,
hdi gid ngwoi ta cwdi cho vao mat. Ngoi &n, chj Thay len
lén lai gan, mudn néi chuyén voi toi hay sao dé nhuwng lai
khéng dam, ct nhw t6i 1a ké toi dd gi & cai tiém nay nén
moi ngwdi khéng dam lai gan, chi di qua ndi be bé: "Chéc
chd chi vé v&i bé nha". Téi gat dau, t6i dang mudn biét xem
chi mudn nai véi tdi chuyén gi.

Qua that, nang né vo cuing trong cai tiém day. Ca budi Lucy
ngoi ké chuyén bat déng chinh tri ngay xwa nay no. Va roi
chang hiéu & dau ra cai tin t6i "c6 van dé" khién ca tiém bét
an va nhin tdi bdng con mat di¥ dan thay ré. Ho tao cho t6i
bau khéng khi rat ndng né, hau nhw t6i khéng noi chuyén
ndi v&i bat ky ai trong tiém. DAy la chwa k&, chic han ho
dang ban thao vé vu t6i "cwdp con ré" cta Lucy.

Toi 6 thé thay Helen rat yéu Ronie, it nhiéu anh ta cé moét
vé bé ngoai rat dwoc, lai 1a mot tho rat giéi. Lucy lai chi cé
hai c¢d con gai. Néu Helen cuéi mét tho gidi lam chéng sau
nay gia dinh Lucy sé c6 ngwdi cai quan ca may cla tiém,
dé con la mét van dé chién lwvoc niva. Téi thy phan nao co
16i, néu dung nhw vi t6i ma anh ta bé Helen. Nhung t6i
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cling khéng c6 xau hd véi Idbng minh vi da lam viéc gi c6 16
hay cho anh ta bat ky mét co hdi nao.

Chiéu vé&, mét ba. Téi ra ngoai dirng thé truwdre, cling hiéu 1a
khéng nén ra ngoai cung chi Thiy, dé chi y di sau va
ching téi ra bén chd nhau. Tai nhin thay chi Thay di ra, Tai
cling ra cung. H6m nay anh ta di cung chi Thay va noi
chuyén, khac hdn moi hém ¢t len Ién mot minh.

Nhwng cling may, Ién tau, anh ta lai ra mot chd ngdi, dé toi
con ngdi v&i chi Thay, nghe chj 4y ké chuyén.

A, thi ra la thé, chi ay thac mac vai toi, t6i méi biét co
chuyén nghiém trong thé!
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Phan 45

Nhirng hém t6i nghi xudng tiém spa 1a méi 1an dai hoi tbng
thuyét phuc kiém ludn si v Ronie, va néi du diéu vé téi.
Puoc biét nha co6 Lily rdt gan nha Ronie, cé 4y ndi rang
hém hai vo chdng di 1am vé c6 nhin thay dich thj toi va
Ronie di v&i nhau, tay trong tay, con dwoc biét t6i vé nha
Ronie nhiéu l1an, cd ngwdi nhin thay. Diéu ngbc nghéch 1a
anh ta rat hén hé vi diéu nay, nhan rang t6i vé nha may lan
that. Lucy rat tirc gidn va ndi rdng anh ta yéu con gai cla
co ta bao lau nay, dang t6t dep ma lai lam cai tro méo nhw
the rang nghe ndi téi cling co6 nguoi yéu réi sao lai lang lo
xau xa nhu thé. Ronie ndi rang cudc sbng ctia anh ta thi xin
dé yén, dirng bat anh ta phai yéu ai hay Iwa chon ai. Thé l1a
co Lily lai 16i ra mét goc lam vai bai "day dé", rang twong lai
néu 14y Helen thi sé& tét thé ndo, rang t6i ghé gém ra sao,
tinh di, van van va van van. Lai dwgc dung hom Helen t&i
tiém, c6 nang khoc l6c than thd v&i me trong tiém va cai
nhau véi Ronie rat to sau khi téi goi dién dén cho Ronie thi
phai. Tinh ngay ly gian, khé ma chéi cai.

Téi nghe chi Thay néi xong ma sén hét gai éc, thao ndo ho
nhin tdi cr nhw k& thu. Chi 4y hdi c6 phai téi dang qua lai
véi Ronie hay khéng, "nhwng nhin bé chi khéng nghi réng
bé phai di tranh gianh nguoi yéu véi ai, that long day,
nhwng em cé dén nha Ronie that réi phai khéng, ngt v&i nd
réi sao?". T6i thu nhan véi chi &y rang toi c6 dén mét lan
cach day cing lau lau réi, vi hém dé Ronie khan khoan
mudn tdi dén dé gitp anh ta soan gié cho me, vay théi, méi
mot 1an va chang cé chuyén gi xay ra ca. Tdi cling néi rang
t6i c6 ban trai réi va khéng day dwa véi Ronie, t6i chi goi
dién cho anh ta vi tlrc tai sao anh ta c& bam dudi t6i va
khoéng thanh minh v&i moi ngudi nhirng hiéu lam. Con vé
chuyén chinh tri nay no thi c6 1& 1a ho cé dinh kién nang né,
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t6i n6i thir nhat t6i chi la mét lwu hoc sinh binh thwdng, the
hai 14 chang ai phai thué t6i di "nam ving" c&, ho khéng lam
gi sai trai, hon ca lai ngay trén dat My thi 1am sao ma phai
lo t6i "tiéu diét". Chj 4y néi dung 1a thé, nhung xem chirng
ho dang nudi "han thu" véi téi nén ctr d& cho moi viéc tram
trong thém va dom dat vé tdi qua nhiéu. Chj 4y bao sao toi
khong di tiém khac di, & tiém nay lam gi cho nang né. Tai
bdo t6i sé& & lai cho t&i khi Lucy phai dubi téi hodc hiéu
thém vé t6i thi thoi. Lucy ciing chwa chdc mudn t6i di vi
mudn téi & lai d& "theo ddi tinh hinh" tdi v&i Ronie. Ma hai
chi em Lucy, LiLy con d&, chir d& miéng cai cd em thi ba,
chu tiém bén kia ma sang chti t6i thi t6i chi co nwéc di that,
chi ta tré nhéat va ciing la nguwdi ghé gém nhét.

Chi Thay thdy mat t6i xi ra tlrc twdi thi vd vé va ndi rang,
khéng sao, cay ngay khéng so chét dirng, néi t6i drng lo
nira, ¢b thi lam vai hdm khéng thi di ché khac ch&r ¢6 sao.
Thé maéi thiy Idng ngudi that dang so.

That sw t6i cdm thay rat budn vi nhirng gi ho dang nghi vé
minh, du té ra da rat clrng coi va thich thlr thach nhung
khéng pht nhan tdi dang muén bé cudc vi mét mdi. Sau
nay tdi m&i nhan ra, may man tdi da khéng bd cudc sém vi
nhirng ngay thang Ay giup tdi hinh thanh dwoc mét phan
ban linh minh cé hién gi®, khdng dé long guc nga trwdc
mot chuyén gi, va biét ngang mat Ién cho du ai d6 dang
mudn vui dap minh.

Than the di doc trén déo, tw nhién trong 16ng cdm thay thuc
sy vd cung bét an, tdi lo so lién luy sang ca chuyén véi
Ryan, tw nhién t6i chi nghi t&i nhirng tinh huéng xau nhét,
dat troi t6i tam, t6i wéc gdp 6ng gia ma van khong thay.
Dirng lai dé& thd, t6i nhin sang bd bén kia vé phia
Manhattan phén hoa, noi c6 nhirng anh dén hoa & dang
lén dan 6ng anh, nhwng t6i thdy chong hét ca mat. 1 giay, 2
giay, 3 giay, téi hét 1én mot tiéng that to khién nhirng nguoi
dang di doc ven sdng hét hodng giat minh quay lai nhin
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xem t6i co bi lam sao khdong. Hét xong bao gi¢ toc téi cling
ri rwoi, nhung that ky la, t6i nhw cdm thdy minh vira trat
dwoc nhirtng nang né dang chéat chiva. Toi dirng ngay mot
lic rdi tré vé nha.

Ngay mai t6i sé duwoc gap Lavender dé chia tay co Ay.
Ngay mai t6i s& nghi & nha dé vé nét blrc tranh vé ngon hai
dang réi sau do ri Ryan di gdp Lavender, t6i nghi sé& phai
lam mét cai gi do tang cho Lave, t6i chwa nghi ra cai gi ca.

Budi tdi, téi viét mot cai mail rat dai cho ban than than van
ké 1& goi la trut cho b6t stress. Trong lic viét mail chot nhé
ra ngay truwédc ban tdi cé tdng t6i mot con bup bé bang gé
my nghé hinh cd gai Viét Nam mac 4o dai rat dep, t6i nhan
thw hdi ban luén rang t6i mudn tdng né cho mét ngudi ban
toi yéu mén bén nay, chac ban ay sé dong y thoi. Toi thay
yén tam vi da c6 mot thtr gi do y nghia de tang cho Lave.
Toi tim mét to gidy rat dep trong quyén sb6 chuyén dé viét
thw, t6i viét mot & thw ngan cho Lave va nhét vao cung voi
con bup bé trong mét cai hép.

"Dear Lavender

Still, it's been one of the most wonderful thing ever since |
came to this country, it is to meet you and be a friend of
you. What makes this life beautiful? Is this the nature? Is
this the beautiful people? Both, | have seen the beautiful
nature, but | have also met beautiful people, and you are
one in them, that's how you make my life and others'
beautiful. BEAUTIFUL, that's the word I'd keep saying
whenever | have a chance to meet you and talk to you.

Wilderness - beautiful - that is how you see in me? That's
how | see in you. But | love the BEAUTIFUL part in you
more; let me see that side of you. Live beautiful for the
people who love you, like for me, for Josh, for Billy, for
anyone would.
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Time could be short, but love is certainly long. Time would
pass away but love in me stays.

Glad that we have met and been a part of each other.

| love you

Kin"

(Lavender than mén! C6 mot diéu tuyét nhat ké ti khi toi
dat chan dén dat nwéc nay do la gap g0 va tré thanh ban
cla co. Diéu gi lam nén mét cudc sdng twoi dep? Thién
nhién chang? Hay nhirng con nguwoi dang yéu? Ca hai, téi
da dwoc thuwdng thirc thién nhién twoi dep, va t6i cling gap
nhirng con nguwdi that tuyét voi, cd la mot trong sé nhirng
nguwdi do, ¢ da lam cho cudc sbéng cla t6i va ca nhirng
nguwdi khac tré nén tét dep. Xinh dep - d6 1a tir ma toi sé
noi khi tdi c6 co hdi gap lai co.

Hoang dai - xinh dep - d6 1a nhirng diéu ma c6é nhin thay &
t6i? D6 ciling 1a nhivng gi téi thdy & c6. Nhung téi yéu hon
céi dep & ¢, hay dé téi nhin thdy nd nhé. Hay sbng that t6t
vi nhirtng ngu®i yéu mén ¢, nhw tdi, nhw Josh, nhw Billy...
Thoi gian ¢6 thé ngén ngli nhung tinh yéu thi réng lon.
Thoi gian cé thé qua di nhwng tinh yéu sé & lai trong t6i
mai. Hanh phdc vi ching ta da gap va tré thanh ban cua
nhau!)

La thw ngan ngli va viét tay chwa dén 10 phuat, vay thoi
nhwng t6i hiéu thé 1a du.

Téi goi dién cho Billy va hdi xem ké hoach sé& thé ndo. Anh
4y noi chidéu mai nhé, tat ca sé ri nhau di an téi roi sau d6
sé t&i mét noi nao dé ubng nwdc néi chuyén, thé nao cling
duoc, tdi ndy ra y dinh &n sém roi toi cai quan cua Ryan &
bén Queens nghe nhac, t6i bao sé cb thuyét phuc Ryan
dén do danh dan. T6i bao mudn rd ca Josh nira, chac chan
anh ta mudn t&i cung, Billy cé vé ngan nglr vi ho gdp nhau
bay gi® rat kho. Billy néi, d& Lavender c6 thé dwoc di, sé

275



phai c6 Sheryl di cung dé& "kiém soat", nén kho ldng Josh
duwoc ra di theo. Téi hoi &n khi nghe thdy c6 ca Sheryl,
nhwng réi van déng y. Dap may, téi goi cho Ryan va néi ké
hoach, héi anh cé thé t&i dé téi mai hay khéng, va ban nhac
s& choi vai ban thw gién, goi la chic Lavender nhirng diéu
tét dep, anh ndi OK ngay thdi, anh héi t&i chac mé chd do
I&m rbi ha, bdo t6i nhé hat nhé. Téi lai goi dién tiép cho
Josh va néi k& hoach, bao rang ngay mai khi nao t&i quan,
cau ay cling nhé t6i, cd thé ngdi & dau ciing duoc, dé
dwoc chia tay Lavender. Josh cam on va xem chirng cau
4y rat xic dong. T6i thdy bét cang thang.

Ngay mai téi dwoc ngd mudn mdt chat xiu, réi sau do ra
ngon hai dang cb6 gang vé nét, tdi da twdng twong ra birc
tranh sé dugc treo & dau trong phong cua anh.

Tha sau.

Troi am u la thwong, gid thdi kha manh khlen ti day clng
kha mudn, gan 11h. Nhin ddng hd t6i cubng cudng vo voi
"d6 nghé" va di ra ngoai, tr&i con hoi 1am tham mwa, t6i chi
co vai tiéng dé vé, Billy hen t6i & cho Tau vao luc 5h, toi
phai di tir 4h. Ma t6i vé thi lau, thoi tiét chan qua, nhwng
néu toi khéng vé hdm nay thi cling khéng biét khi nao. Doi
meo, cha kip an, nha ciing khéng cé ai. T6i dé bung déi ra
vé vay.

Ngbi dwéi tan cay, thinh thodng nwéc lai rd tong téng, toi
lay cai & dwng I&n nhwng gi6 thdi 14t 6 lai bay, rat |a kho s&,
bwc minh, t6i cha thém che 6 cho minh ma gilr cai 6 che
cho blwc tranh, khom nguoi ngéi vé. Co6 vai ngudi di qua,
ho ghé lai va ngam birc tranh cla t6i, nhdy mat, that la dé
thwong. Mot khi t6i da ngdi V&, t6i rat tap trung va say me,
chi so minh vé nha khéng ding gio. 3h toi phai vé rdi, con
phai trang diém, that 1a xinh, d& con gap Lavender.

Khi vé cling nhw viét, t6i hay don cam xuc vao do, néu
khéng thi khong dep. Blrc tranh nay, t6i da quyét tv hdm
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nay chi vé bang tay trai, cd ‘cham hon nhung lai ky cong va
dep hon toi vé tay phal nan nét, vira vé, vira nght, c6 ca
vui va budn, nhiéu cadm xac. Ngon hai dang dang dan hién
ra, v&i t6i n6é khién minh hai long dén nghet thé. Mét ngon
hai dang trang den, dirng ngay mii dau ctia ddo, phia xa xa
la Manhattan m& ao, mot khoang san nho nhé ngay trwéec,
ven lan can la lac dac vai ngwdi dang doi mi cau ca. Cang
vé cang hirng khéi va trong long héi hdp kho ta.

Nhin di dong dé hon 3h, chi mt chut t6 vai chd niva thoi la
xong, khoang tiéng niva, t6i ngdi nan n4, rdi cling quyét tam
vé. Troi téi sdm mot cach thé thdm. Hém nay tdi ciing cho
brc tranh cla minh hoi tdi va cé ti may, vé bang tay trai,
tréng né budn va dep mdt cach dac biét.

Trang diém that xinh va ky céng, phai 4h 20 t&i méi 1én
dworng, khdng quén cam theo moén qua nhd ctia minh, chac
Lave vui 1dm khi duwoc t6i tdng. Téi héi hop! La I&m, cadm
giac cr nhw di gap Ryan vay.

Hen nhau & cai quan chung t6i da tirng an trén cho Tau, téi
doi meo vi chuwa an gi hét, mét hoa I&n. Téi noi thi 5h hon,
Billy goi dién hdi t6i dén chwa, anh néi hoi mac xe nén
muén moét chut. Téi dirng bén ngdai quan an chd, anh cha
quan nhin thay t6i "khach quen" da vay chao, con ra mé&
ctra hoi téi cé vao khéng vi troi mwa lam tham hoi rét, t6i
noi t6i sé€ dirng chd. Con c6 ca Sheryl nira nhi, t6i nght
tham, nhwng du sao chi ta ciing binh thuwdng vai téi.

5 rwdi xe cta Billy dd xich. Lave nhin tir xa da vay vay téi,
vira ra khdi xe, nang da nhao vé phia t6i 6m rat chat va kéu
lén: "I miss you so much,miss ya miss ya miss ya miss ya".
Lave trong van thé, mac mot chlec 4o khoac cdé cb, cé diéu
mat hoi swng va cé bong mat, gibng nhw kiéu thiéu ngd hay
khéc qua nhiéu, da hoi tai, nhwng tém lai van la mét cé gai
rat xinh dep va cudi twoi. Sheryl va Billy cling di ra, toi cuwdi
chao, Sheryl ciing cwdi chao lai rat lich sw. Téi nghi tham,
chéc cé ta khdng ghét bd gi minh dau. Tang cho Lave mén
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qua cta minh, t6i néi rang chi khi nao t&i trung tam cai
nghién thi méi dwgc mé, drng mé s&m nhé. Lave dirng
rwng rweng nwdc mat va ém cham |y t6i mét cai niva,
"Thank you, you are so sweet". Lave n6i nang ciing co6 mét
mén qua cho t6i, cd Ay rut trong tdi ctia Sheryl mét cai vong
mau den, to, lam bang chéat liéu gi khéng ré, néi rang dé
deo vao chan. Nhin chlec vong toéi khéng biét s& deo vao
chan nhw thé ndo, cd 4y bdo vao quan cb 4y sé chi cho.

Lave dan t6i di ra nha bep, ho chiéc vong lén Itra Mot Iuc
roi th0| phu phu cho dén khi chi con am &m, béo tbi CO’I glay
ra c6 Ay deo chiéc vong 1én. Chiéc vong da yén vi, ngdi ntra
tiéng thi nd bé lai dang ké va vira khit cb chan téi. Sau nay
ai cling héi vi sao toi lai c6 mot cai vong bé nhw thé &
chan? Lam thé nao ma c6 thé nhét dwgc nhw thé? Cai
vong van dang & trén chan toi hién gid.

Lave van lién thoadng ndi at ca phan téi, cwdi dua, t6i tranh
khéng nhac t&i Josh va in it hdi chuyén nghién ngap cua
Lave, so Sheryl khéng thoai mai. Sheryl thi qua thwc it nai,
chi nhin va lang 1& an, ¢d &y nhin Billy subt. Billy thi dong
vai trd bd tro' cho nhirng cau chuyén cda ching toi. Sheryl
rat hay liéc nhin thai do cta Billy véi t6i, t6i cling cb géng té
ra khach quan va cé chivtng muwe dé khai bj coi la cé tinh y
hay v6 duyén. C6 & chuyén dang xay ra & tiém nail khién
t6i biét y hon. Téi cling k& cho Lave nghe chuyén téi dang
"dbi mat" véi dam ngudi & tiém thé nao. Billy thé dai, Lave
thi bao: "Quit that place, come on, Billy, take her out of
there" (Di khdi dé di chi, Billy, anh dwa c6 4y ra khdi dé di).
T6i lac dau bao khong.

Nghe t&i k& hoach tdi hen hd moi ngu®i & quan nhac bén
Queens ma Lave phan khich ky la. C6 1& ca Sheryl va Billy
cung vui vi Lave dang rat vui, tinh than thoai mai. Trwdc khi
ra khoi tiém, Billy c6 thi thdm: "Thank you". Tdi nhiu may
theo kiéu sao ma khach sao thé.
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T6i 1én xe cha Billy, thu that tdi lai quén mat duwéng toi cai
quan doé. Goi dién cho Ryan khéng dwoc, t6i lai phai goi
cho Hugo nh& anh chang chi cho dia chi. Trén dwong di toi
cr giuc Lavender sé hat tang téi mét bai gi d6 nhé. Lave
cuwdi va noi: 'I'd do more, for you, my love" (Em sé& con lam
hon thé, chi yéu a). Téi noi rat bé, that nhé, "Josh is coming
too" (Josh ciing dén dé). Lave lai 6m t6i l1an nira, "You are
wonderful" (Chj that tuyét voi).

Gan dén noi thi tdi goi dién dwoc cho Ryan, anh néi anh
sap dén, clr t&i di. T6i ndi nhd goi dién cho "moét vai ngudi
can thiét" dén cung nhé, y Ia bao Ryan béo Josh t&i luén di.
Anh phi cw&i va néi OK thoi.

8 h chung t6i da t¢i. Lac dac clng co6 vai ngwdi trong ban
nhac & d6 nhwng chwa ddy da, quan ciing cé kha khach.
Anh bdi quen thudc khi nhin thay t6i va thém ca Lavender
thi & 1én, rdi rit goi may anh bdi khac ra xép hang ngam
chung t6i. Lave bwédc vao ma ca quan phai nhin theo, dung
la ngwdi dep, cha biét thé 1a swéng hay khé niva.

Co6 Lavender, chung téi la trung tdm cua quan. Ai cling nhin
ngam nang, va co thé ca...téi nira.

R&i Ryan ciing t&i. Tai nhin quanh, chuwa thdy Josh dau ca.
C6 thé ho dén sau. Ryan di ra cuwdi véi ching tdi cho du
hém nay cé Billy, t6i ludn miéng nhidc Ryan sé choi nhac
nhé, anh ndi tat nhién réi. Ryan di I&n trén sira soan cung
ban nhac. Téi thAy Sheryl thét I&n mot cau, gan nhw Ia cau
ndi chuyén dau tién véi tdi ké tir luc gap g& budi chiéu:
"Your boyfriend is so handsome, really" (Ban trai cia cb
that dep trai). Lavender nhanh nhau: "Beautiful couple”
(M6t doi that dep). Tdi cudi tw hao, cé thé Sheryl sé& bét

AN n

nghi ng® tai "chiém doat" Billy ctia cé 4y hon.

Ryan bat dau doc tau guitar, nhac Tay Ban Nha, hay tuyét
v0i, t6i ngoi nghe dén mé mai. Lavender ngoi lang nghe va
man mé cai hép qua cua tdi, cé ay gio ngoén tay cai vé phia
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t6i ra chiéu noi rang tuyét Idm. Co 1& Lavender van dang
cho mét ngudi dén.

Téi van ludn lwu y khi nao thi Josh dén.

Josh dén, di cung véi Jess. Ca hai bon ho déu huwéng mat
vé phia Lavender, trong phut gidy dé t6i cé cdm giac ca hai
déu rat yéu thwong Lavender. Josh ngdi sang mét goc cung
véi Jess va ldng nghe nhac, Josh khé vay chao toi.
Lavender d& nhin thdy, ¢ 4y hoan toan im lang téi than
the, hét nhin tdi rdi lai nhin sang Josh. Téi thdy ho that
dang thwong, c6 1é chi chd mét luc nira théi la nang sé
dirng day lao vé& phia Josh mé4t. Téi nhin xem Sheryl ra sao,
cO 4y cho hai tay lén ban, nhin Lavender va khéng noéi gi,
rdi lai nhin t6i. Nhac ctia Ryan van ngot ngao vang |én. T6i
lay tay minh ngoéac ngoéc vao tay Lavender va mim cuoi,
nhw kiéu mét kiéu an Gi. Mat Lavender ngan ngan nuwéc, co
gai da thay dm lang yén, ching chyc nhw mudn v& oa.
Lavender cudi cling bat ng® héi:

"Can | play the piano there?" (Em c6 thé choi piano
khong?)

"You know how to play it?" (C6 biét choi a?)

"Of course | do" (T4t nhién)

Téi ngwdc mat ngac nhién, va hdi hop, gat dau va lay tay
Lave, "hey, play something, wow, | did not know".

IIOKII-

Téi goi anh bdi ra "dang ky tiét muc". "Ooooooooh", anh ta
kéo dai giong ra sung swéong khi téi néi Lave sé choi mét
ban nhac.

Billy ghé tai t6i: "Nhé nang khiéu 1am nha, tuyét voi day,
nghe di". Toi gat gat bay té sw hoi hop, lai pgoéi dau liéc v@
phia Josh khi Lavender dang di Ién s&n khau. Josh dang dé
tay Ién ban, 6m khuén mat minh!
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Lave budc 1én san khiu dep va trong sang mot cach la ky,
moi ngudi nhw 1ang di gidy lat Iac nang ngdi xudng chiéc
piano. Ryan gi&i thiéu, "this beautiful lady is gonna play us
a song" (Co6 gai xinh dep nay sé choi tang chung ta mét
ban nhac). Lave xin mic va ndéi thém: "For my dearest
friend, and for the man | love" (Cho nguw&i ban yeu quy nhat
cla tdi, va cho ngudi dan 6ng tdi yéu). Tat ca vb tay tan
thwdng. Toi thay Lave mat Iong lanh, chac dang vé cung
xuc dong. Toi chot nhé ra cai cam giac cua minh luc dirng
& trén d6 hat cung véi N. Luc d6 cé 1& mat téi cling nhw thé.
Bay gi® tdi ma&i dé y rd rang déi tay dep cla Lave 1a ddi tay
cla nguoi biét danh dan. Cé 4y bat dau choi, mét ban nhac
t6i khong biét tén nhwng rat mwot ma, réi cao trao dan cao
dan. Thé rdi Lavender hinh nhuw khéc, ¢6 ay vira danh dan
vira khéc khién ai cling xic dong. Téi thi nhw nghen lai, vo
cung kiém ché dé khéng khéc theo. Va mot dleu bat ngo
nira lai dén, toi thiy Jess di [&n san khau, cau 4y ngoi cung
véi Lave va ca hai cung dan ban nhac nay, dir déi - roi lai
trdm lang - cao trao - réi lai nhe nhang nhuw dudi bat nhau,
tim t6i nhw rung Ién theo nhip diéu ctia ban nhac. Téi quay
lai nhin Josh, cau 4y da khéc réi. Ca hai dang cuing khoc.

Téi day chung t6i chia tay. Troi bén ngdai mwa rat to.
Lavender di ra ngoai, dirng khéc nirc néd. Nang 6m téi va
hon tdi mot cai 1én moi, nhw thé trat tr Josh sang toi vay,
réi thi tham: "l love you". Mat clia Lave wét nhoet, toc ciling
wot, ban nhac cla hai nguwdi dan van am anh téi. Toi gior
t6i vAn nhd rd hinh anh cta Lave cdm mén qua cla toi
dirng dwdi mwa trong luc chd xe toi.

Gi6 thdi manh, t6i ndm tay Ryan, van cd gang kiém ché
khéong ré mét giot nwédc mat nao. Téi chot nghi minh van
con may man vi dwgc nam tay nguwoi minh yéu.

Budn, lanh.

Nhwng téi van c6 khoc day.
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Chi la nwéc méat dang roi 1an trong mwa
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Phan 46

Josh khong dwoc phép lai gan Lavender. Néu i la Sheryl,
t6i sé khéng hanh ha em gai minh nhw thé. Chung téi van
c6 thé bao che cho ho gép nhau co ma.

T6i ¢ suy nghi nhw thé khi Ryan va téi trén tau dién ngdm
tr& vé nha. Téi dm cham l4y anh that chat vi cdm thay minh
dwoc may man va hanh phic hon ngudi khac. Anh mim
cwoi, lai nu cwdi clha thién than, anh dang yéu lam sao, hy
vong anh cling c6 cdm giac giébng nhw téi, biét tran trong
nhirng gi chung t6i dang c6. Thoi gian cla téi & dat nuwéc
nay ciing khéng con nhiéu, nghia 14 th&i gian t6i & bén anh
cling dang ngan lai. Nhwng t6i nhé nhirng 1&i minh ndi voi
Lave, thoi gian thi ngadn nhwng tinh yéu sé rat dai, thoi gian
sé troi di nhwng tinh yéu & lai. Diéu tw hao Ién nhat, d6 la
t6i da trng la ban gai cia mét nguwdi dan 6ng tuyét diéu
nhw thé nay.

Con nhitng gi dién ra & tiém nail 4y van 1a nhw vay. Toi
ludn tw nhd, cb 1&n, s& cd khi nao minh khéng thé chiu
dwoc nira thi thoi.

Téi lang tranh Ronie, khéng ndi véi anh ta mét 1&i nao,
khéng bao gio bat dién thoai. Tai thdy sw chan nan va bét
can & Ronie, anh ta hat thubc nhiéu hon, ca khia véi khach
nhiéu hon va rat hay cau ban. Téi thay Lucy rat bwc minh,
mang Ronie cling chi dén thé, nhwng khi anh ta t6 vé cau
gat thi Lucy im ngay. Thwc sy luc d6 téi con mét y nghi rat
"xau" nira, d6 1a t6i cang & lai thi ho s& cang mau thuan
sau.

Anh Tai rat hay di qua di lai tha thi v&i téi. Tai n6i anh ta
hay qua nha thadm Ronie, Ronie rat budn va cé don, toi
nghiép 1dm, anh ta rat yéu t6i. C6 1& t6i nén té nhj va noi
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chuyén v&i Ronie. Tai tam sy va ké chuyén nhiéu, thuc sy
t6i c6 chut mui long.

C& chiéu vé&, chi Thiy lai ca cAm va ngbi phan tich lai
nhirng "tinh huéng" clia ngay hém nay & tiém, ché bai du
diéu va an Ui t6i. Téi cling cha thém budn long nhiéu nira.
T6i hay vé sém hon, birc tranh da gan xong hoan chinh, t6i
héi hép chd doi dwoc tdng anh, t6i dang suy nghi mo
mang nght t&i viéc hen anh di dau do choi, that 1ang man
va téi sé tdng anh brc tranh, anh sé vui trng ndo. R6i mot
thdi gian sau do, t6i sé hoi anh, anh dang treo buc tranh
cla t6i & chd nao réi? Chac han phai dwoc & gilra nhirng
blrc tranh ctia em gai anh chu.

Dao nay téi cing thyc sy théy chéng chénh vi khéng con
thay hinh anh quen thudc cua 6ng gia & ven song, hay la
ong ay ém? Tbi nghi néu tdi dwoc gdp va nodi chuyén voi
ong ay hang ngay thi tinh than clia minh s& dwoc mém mai
biét bao sau bao nhiéu chuyén d& khoc d& cuwdi cia mot

ngay.

Va t6i cling dang dinh bung, s& goi dién cho Billy dé& dbi
tiém khac théi.

Dao nay & tiém toi rat hay bj lung tung, khong ro la dau oc
toi cang thang qua co van dé hay 1a c6 ngwdi nao dé dang

ngdm ngam choi xau t6i chang? Ai? Lucy? Lily? Ronie?
Tai? Hay tham chi 1a chi Thay? Hoéc bét ky ai khac?

Db nghé cla tdi c& bj xdo tron lung tung. Khach dirng doi
thi that déng ma t6i khong tim thay ndi cai que wax cta
minh dau. Ai cling c6 que riéng va phai que cla toi thi toi
mai quen tay, co6 luc cudng qua danh mwon tam que cua
chi Thay, nhwng c6 luc chi &y ciing dang st dung. Téi lién
tuc phai di mo va ti man cép téc lam thanh que mai, wax
xau hon han, vi que lam moét thoi gian nd sé mon di méi dé
wax. Tham chi cé luc t6i wax hédng hoan toan cai I6ng may,
khach cau loan lén, tdi thwe sw mat binh tinh.
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Hoac ngay khi son méng tay, cai ban son cua tdéi mau cl bi
ldy di dau hét, khach hdi mau gi ciing khéng co, téi di hoi
muon thi nguoi trong tiém hodc khéng cho hodc rat kho
chiu. Chua k&, Helen chiéu nao ciing t&i rat sém, ngbi &
do, néi chuyén rat to va kho chiu, lat lai nhi nhang 16i Ronie
di ra ngoai cai nhau. T6i danh phai "can than" hon, ghi tén
minh vao sb chai danh maéng tay, va wax xong bat ct lic
nao ciing cho que va nhip vao tui. Phai tw phong thd ma
thoi.

O tiém nail c6 rat nhidu bui méng tay chan ca gia 1an that
t6i hit phai nén khién cai chd xé khuy&n mdi cda t6i bi ndi
swng 1én. Hém day chi Thiy néi nén thao tam ra di khéng
thi nhiém trung. Téi phai try trat mai méi thao ra duwoc, rat
dau, t6i dinh bung sé& lau n6 bang con roi x4 lai. Anh Tai 6
vé quan tam va dan do ky lvdng t6i phai sat trang can than.
O cai tiém nay tinh ra con ¢é hai nguwdi nay ti té véi toi.

Pém vé, sau khi da sat trung day du, t6i xd lai cai khuyén
mdi. Troi a, chi ¢ tr sang dén tdi ma cai 16 x4 cua t6i da bi
lién lai, da thé n6 con dang rat swng va dau, chi vira x4 cai
khuyén vao ma da nhoi lIén tan 6c. X6 khuyén mii khac voi
khuyén tai, vi tai mii cé nhiéu mach mau hon, dé lién va
lau khéi hon rat nhiéu, ché nay cling dé bi nhiém trung hon.
Téi that sw tuyét vong, t6i khédng mudn lai phai di x4 lai, cai
khuy&n mi rat hop véi tdi va hon ca, Ryan réat thich no.
Anh van hay ngdi ngdm céi khuyén mii cta t6i. Chot nhé
t&i Lavender, cd 4y c6 khuyén mii gia con tdi c6 khuyén
mdi that co. Ttrc that, tdi chi mudn bat khoc.

D3 gan 1h dém, tdi van loay hoay ma khéng xé ndi khuyén
mdi vao vi né da lién va dau qua. Cudi cung, t6i quyét dinh,
khong thé dé cho né tit dwoc. Téi ra phong ngoai, s& soang
tim cén, béng bang, kim chi cia me, thuéc mé&, tat cd moi
thtr c6 thé. Cam tat ca, dirng trong nha tdm, hit thd mét cai
that sau. Toi tw x6 lai khuyén mdi cho chinh minh. D6 that
nhiéu con lau that sach sé&, nwéc mat chay toi boi vi x6t, t6i
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ldy kim dam thang vao mii minh, nhwng khéng choc ndi vi
qua dau, mau bat dau tuén trao. T6i hoang hén vi khi ho x6
cho tdi khéng hé cé mau, nghia la "khéng ding mach". Toi
lay lai binh tinh lau hét mau, bdi thubc mé& day cay kim dé
cho tron. Pau va nhirc Ién tan 6c. Mai t6i cling xuyén qua
dwoc mii minh, nhwng kim thi nhé va dé, con khuyén mi
thi rat to, xd vao sé dau dén hon nhiéu, va mau van tuén
chay. T6i lai 1y thubc m& boi quanh chiéc khuyén miii, to
t, nhAm mat va nén chiu con dau khing khiép, nira tiéng
dé tir tr dwa chiéc khuyén mii d6 qua duwoc cai 16 mai toi
vira tao ra. Toi sung swong va nhe nguoi dén nghet thé khi
thanh cong. DS la phut giay t6i quyét dinh s& khéng bao gid
bd khuyen mdi ra d& né bi lién nhw thé nira. Va toi co lam
gi, & dau, vai ai, tdi sé tr bd ho ngay néu bat ky ai bat toi
phai bé cai khuyén mii nay di. Téi yéu ndé v6 cung, vi né la
dac trwng cua t6i, va vi né la do tbi tao ra.

Nhin déng hd, da 3h sang, 3 tiéng tw hanh ha minh, vi dai
that.

Mudn qua, tdi quyét dinh nghi sang ngay hém sau & spa.
Vira mét, vira dau, ma lai vira cang thang luc ban ngay
nira.

10 h sang hém sau tdi da day, dinh bung xuéng nha, khéng
thdy 6ng gia thi ciing vé& nét birc tranh. Ong gia van khéng
thay, toi bat chot thay bat an. Téi goi dién cho Ryan va ké
I& cho anh vé "chién tich" tw x& lai khuyén mdii cda téi. Anh
kéu am lén trén dién thoai va ndi rang qua nguy hiém, cé
thé bi nhiém nay nhiém no thi sao, tai sao khéng bao anh,
anh c6 thé giup, t6i thi lai d&c chi va vui vui vi anh lo cho tdi
qua.

Chiéu dén spa. Hém nay da thay Sheryl, chi ta c6 nhin t6i
cwdi chao nhe nhang, t6i nghi it nhiéu Sheryl d& c6 cam
tinh v&i t6i. Toi ra hdi tham rang Lavender da 6n rdi chi,
chi 4y néi Lavender dang & trung tam. Mot thdi gian la vé,
c6 thé hé sé& cho vé Hong Kong choi dé giai tda tam ly. Toi
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thay thoi thé ciing 1a 6n. Lau Iam rdi khong thay Mei, ¢ 1€
ba ay qua ban biu v&i chuyén cua Lavender. Hom nay thay
Sheryl du hiéu co6 |1é cau chuyén ciling bat dau OK roi.

Helen lam viéc va coi nhu tdi khéng toén tai. Gan vé, bat
ng® cb nang lai gan téi va bat chuyén: "Dao nay thich nhi,
di 1am théat thwdng thé, t6i phai trd bao nhiéu tién dé di hoc
ma Ha di hoc nhw di choi &y nhi?" Téi nghi thAm vi chac
Helen khong biét tdi dwoc di hoc "mién phi": "Téi dwoc di
hoc free ma". "Vay sao, khéng cé dau, téi khdng tin, lam gi
cé chuyén mién phi & cai dat nay ch." Téi nhan vai cha
biét noi gi. "Tdi biét ma, nghe néi Ha ciing dang c6 anh nao
day, la cai anh ban trai ctia Sheryl van dén day né, anh 4y
trd hét tién hoc spa cho Ha réi con gi, thich nha, di dau
cling dwgc dan 6ng quan tam". Toi thwc s ndbng mat bédi
cau ndi nay, cai giong cta Helen rat mia mai, nhw kiéu toi 1a
ké cwc ky Iang lo va di dao mo dan 6ng khong bang Ma
Helen thi biét gi, toi ghet cai kiéu bia d&t cua kiéu nha
Helen thé khong biét. "Thé sao, sao Helen biét chuyén cla
t6i ma ngay chinh téi ciing khéng biét vay?"

"A, sang nay toi va Sheryl vira néi chuyén véi nhau day,
khong tin ra héi co ay di".

Lwéng Iy, tw nhién cam thay co thé do Ia s that. Téi ngai
nhat phai ng nan bat ky ai, khong hé mudn. T6i tién ti hoi
Sheryl:

"Can i ask you something?" (T6i cé thé héi cd6 mét chuyén
dwoc khdong?)

"Yes"? (C6 chuyén gi vay?)

"Is it Billy paying for me to practice in this spa?" (Co6 phai
Billy tra tien dé t6i theo hoc tai spa nay khéng?)

"He doesn't tell you? How nice huh?" (Anh 4y khong noi voi
c6 a? Thé khdéng tot sao?)
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"I didn't khow that, for real, how much is the total? i'd pay
him back" (TGi khong biét chuyén do, nhwng néu cd thi tat
ca hét bao tien, t6i sé tra lai anh ay).

"l don't know, a couple of thousands, you can ask’ my
mother" (Téi cling khong rd, khoang vai nghin, ¢ co6 thé héi
me toi).

Nghe thay "couple of thousands" |a tdi da run so, t6i khdng
thé kiém dau ra dwoc sé tién I&n nhw thé, ma chang biét co
la "qua dat" khéng niva. T6i cling l1am viéc & day kha kha
khéng lay lwvong co ma. Nhuwng that sy bat ngd 1a ho da
khéng tét nhw t6i twdng, da hiéu thé gidi nay la "no free
lunch in this world". Téi ra ngoai, goi dién cho Billy nhung
khéng duorc, toi dé lai mot cai voice message: "Em méi biét
anh tra tién ho em dé hoc & spa, dang nhé anh nén nai voi
em tlr dau, néu dat qua em ciing khéng can hoc va em sé
mudn tw trd cho minh. Anh khéng can phai l1am thé dau,
anh nh¢& goi dién lai cho em nhé!"

Tré vé, lai di doc bd séng, hai l4 hai canh van vo. T6i thay
minh dang trong moét giai doan kho khan, nhwng coé |&é
khéng nhan ra day la luc t6i dang dwoc rén luyén sw
trvdng thanh.

Tinh co, tdi thdy ba dao dién, ban than clha 6ng gia ven
séng dang di tdi. Ti vAy tay chao va héi han. Ba cling hoi
t6i xem moi chuyé&n van 6n chir. Toi hdi ba dao nay cé hay
gdp ngudi ban ven séng cua td6i hay khéng? Téi rat nho
ong gia, chang hiéu sao lai khong thay?

"Oh, i'm sorry, he's now so sick, really really sick" (O toi rat
tiec, 6ng day dang om rat nang). Mat ba rat nghiém trong
va budn thiu.

Téi sitng s&, tw nhién tran ngdp moét ndi bubn ménh
mang...
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Phan 47

Tré vé nha, trong nha c6 mét ban thé nhé. Téi dw dinh sé
thdp hwong dé cau chic cho 6ng gia dwoc khde manh. C6
budn cwdi khéng néu dng dy theo dao Thién chua gido con
t6i vién nhor dén Phat dé mong phu hd cho 6ng. Nhwng dé
la moét hanh ddng tam linh, khi trong Idng ban muén nhirng
diéu thién thi bat ké ban xin Chia hay Phat, ban sé cé long
tin rang diéu ban mudn sé déu duoc ho phu tro.

Téi bo ra ban, ngdi t6 ndt birc tranh theo cdm tinh nhirng
chd chwa hoan chinh. Em trai t6i di ra ngd nghiéng va khen
blrc tranh hoan thanh thi dep phai biét, t6i phdng mdii, cha
|& thi tham, "chj vé& tidng cho bd cla chj day". Céng nhan luc
vé& tranh 13 Itc co6 thé quén hét dwoc nhivng gi bubn phién.
Téi ngdi chd dién thoai xem hdm nay Ryan c6 t&i thdm toi
hay khéng. Hinh nhw moi nguwdi trong nha cling doan t6i co
nguwdi yéu vi cd ngwdi cung co quan ké lai tdi co di cung
v&i ga dan 6ng nao dé, ma nghe qua ho ké lai c6 vé gibng
Ronie hon 1a Ryan, chdc han luc tai di véi Ronie dau d6 da
c6 ngwdi nhin thay. Hon nira |a thinh thoang bubi t6i t6i ct
"mét tich" bi &n va c6 hém vé rat muén. Bé me ciing khéng
khdi lo 1ang.

Nhwng Ryan chi goi dién, anh khéng t&i, ching t6i ngdi néi
chuyen mai, n6i mai, trat da thi trén tran gian cho t&i khi toi
ngu thlep di thi thoi, sao ma t6i nh¢ anh thé...T6i con vang
vang tiéng anh néi rang sé 1én dao dé cung toi di tham 6ng
gia nhé, t6i da d&n ba dao dién phai dan t6i di réi. Chac 6ng
a4y ndm & bénh vién bén Manhattan hodc c6 khi ngay cudi
dao.

Hom nay vira dén tiém nail. T6i da thay chi Thay nham
nhay voi mot vé hon ho ky la, duwdong nhw co dieu gi do rat
thu vi hoac hay ho ma chi ay rat mudn ké véi téi. Toi thay
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chi 4y cr nin thé di ra di vao, ludn miéng ghé tai téi nhac:
"Can than nha bé, can than dé cta minh day, chéc niva vé
la phai chd chi nghen, nhé day, co chuyén hay I1&m né." Chi
ay lam téi cling hdi hop, di ra di vao, mat cling hén hé theo
vi khéng biét cé chuyén gi vay. Nhat tdi quén khéng cat dip
cat que wax la chi lai hat diu ra chiéu nhac nh& ngay. Téi
doan chc han co chuyén gi lién quan t&i téi va nhirng "phi
vu" bi &n xay ra trong tiém. Cling héi hop that. Hdm nay c6
ban nhwng la Ia tiém it néi vé téi hon. Ca Lucy va Lily déu it
noi. Ronie thi méat 1am Ii nhwng c nhin thay t6i 1a nhw né&
nu cwdi guwong. Anh Tai cling khdng ndi chuyén véi téi. Lai
van chj Thay, hém nay ré rang la chi 4y da bét dé chirng
VGi t6i, tom lai 1a dé thé hon han.

T6i chi mong dén gior vé dé dwoc "budn chuyén" ngay xem
la cai gi. Nhwng la la chi Thay chi &y c&* nan na, t6i ra thi
thdm héi thé vé chwa, chj 4y c&r bado che ti da nao, chd da.
Thé ma ciing phai 8h tbi t6i m&i ra khdi tiém dwoc chi vi
chd vé cung chi ay.

Phai tan khi I&n tau rdi, nhin xung quanh chac chan khéng
c6 ai & hai cai tiém nail 4y & trén tau, bao gébm khéng co ca
Tai va Ronie chi &y mé&i th mot cai rdi noi. "Né bé, biét
chuyén gi héng?, chi m&i cé6 mét thong tin da qua”. "Cé lién
quan dén em khoéng vay?". "Trdi, co ché, nhwng la chuyén
hay day". "N&, hém qua néi chuyé&n véi mét nhd ban cat toc
duwdi cho Tau, mai biét mot chuyén. La thang cha Tai dé,
n6 theo dudi con nhd Helen lau 13m rdi nhen, 130 bénh 1am
do, 1a moi ngudi dén 130 yéu con nhé dé phat dién, nhung
gidu ky 1dm, khéng cé ai biét, co6 khi con nhd Helen ciing
cha biét. Chi biét nghe k& nha 140 day c6 tranh véi anh cla
con nhd, viét van tho yéu nhé subt ngay day nha, hém gi
nhd ban chi cé anh ban qua nha lao choi phat hién ra, ghé
thay mé luén, nhw trong phim dé, ma hém nay chi s qua,
phai doi mai cho 140 vé trwéc mai dam I6i em vé sau ké
do". "Oi", téi kéu Ién, mat cir mé to tron. "Anh Tai day thich
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Helen ha? Sao chang ai bao gi& néi nhi? Nghe néi con cé
mot ¢d con nhd gai ma, bé vo hay thé nao? Ma Lucy Lily co
biét khong?" "Chuwa biét, chi cé ké véi mot chi Hong & tiém
do, khdng biét chi dé da ké cho hai ba 4y biét chwa, ma Tai
cling ¢6 t¢i nha Lucy may lan lién hoan tiém d6 ma. Lao
cing kin ghé, khéng ai c6 biét hét. Khong biét cai vu tién
nong chi héi 1au cGia Ronie cé phéi do 140 1am khéng nira".
"Ha, vu day la vu gi, c twdng hai ngudi than nhau 13m, lai
lo 1dng cho nhau nira, nhwng khéng chirng la mat bd tat
bung mot bd dao gam Ay nhi?". "Héi d6 nghe ndi Ronie
cam tién cla Lucy di mua db cho tiém thay vé rac rdi tinh
toan gi do thiéu hyt cling kha kha tién, lai thém bot nail véi
mau déu khéng phai la hang tét gi do, thé 1a cling lwom
nguyt nhau mét hdi do, nhwng Lucy ciling chiéu Ronie nén
lai cho qua". "Thé thi lién quan gi t&i Tai?". "Thi hdi do chi
cling khéng cé quen ai hét, cé néi chuyén véi mdi Ronie
thdi, Ronie noi cé dwa tién nhd Tai di mua ho va bat méi gi
do, nhung Ronie ngbc 1&m, khéng cé ndi lai véi Lucy, Tai
ciing t& ra tét véi Ronie ma, khéng chirng cé méi Tai lam
vu dé". "A, hiéu hiéu, ghé nhi". Rdi mat t6i lai sang rwc Ién.
"Théi réi, chi c6 nghi Tai dang hai gi em khéng? Dao nay
em thay & tiém cd nhiéu chuyén bat binh thwong nhw thé
day, c6 phai do Tai nay khong? Hay 1a Tai gay & tiém bén
kia?". "Né, thi thé chi mé&i bdo cé khi lién quan dén em, tai
em lam con nhd Helen khdé qua, nén l3o tirc em 130 hai em
thi sao?". "A a, t6i gat gat gat, khéng chirng dé thé qua.
Nhin mat anh nay la thdy né cé vé khdng trong sang va cai
cach hanh x& né cling bat binh thwdng, chi la do to ra tir té
v&i t0i qua nén toi ciing khéng n& soi méi ma thoi. Co khi
bay lau nay Tai rat cdm ghét Ronie, chac phai lam vai vb
hai Ronie rdi. Ba thé Ronie lai con "bac tinh" bé bé Helen
dé& mé mai theo t6i, t6i mai la ké dang ghét nhéat. "Thé ding
lz0 &y gidu d6 clia em di dé bi Lucy chii rdi". "Chi khong rd
may chuyén khac clia em c6 dung khéng va cé phai do Tai
ké khoéng, nhwng Tai may lan tha thi véi chi la em dét nat
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ldm, tiéng Anh chi dwoc gid v& khoe mép Ilra may nguoi
nhw chi va Lucy, Lily théi, chir em néi dén cai am co ban
con sai. Ma né, may vu thdy em t&i nha cia Ronie LiLy
cling néi la do Tai nhin thdy d6 nhen, Tai ké lai cho ho ma".
"Ai cha, chep chep, gi® thi em hiéu réi em hiéu réi". Kinh
khaing that, tdi ndi hét da ga, thu that ciing hiém khi t6i gap
phai chuyén b4t ng& va tiéu nhan téi mire nhw thé nay. T
truwdc tdi gior, cling hau nhw chwa bao gi® t6i nhan nham ai
bao gi®, néu t6i thdy ai mang dang vé "cé van dé&" hay
"bénh bénh" cho du thai dd cé tich cwc dén may la y nhw
rang ngudi dé cé van dé ndng that.

"Chac Helen phai biét chir nhi?" "Chj chwa hoi, cha biét con
nho do co biét khdng, nhwng Lucy vaoi Lily thi chac la khong
roi, ai ma ngo thé!"

"Gi® biét minh khd s& bay lau vi ké dat diéu”

"U chéc thé roi"

"Con ngu®i ghé gom that day"

"Bé &, bé con gap nhiéu nguwdi ghé ron hon nhiéu "

Chot cdm thay nguwdi clr nhe bang di vi dé chiu qua, cai
ngudi toi twdng tot thi héa ra xu khong thé twéng twong,
nhirng nguoi tdi nghi ho rat xau xa thi thwe ra ciing khoéng
dén ndi lam. Toi bat dau xau chudi cac van dé. Co thé 1a,
Ronie van luén tin twdng Tai va tdm sw v&i anh ta nhiéu
diéu, va Tai tv d6 dom dat va "xay dwng chién lwoc" hiy
hoai t6i. T6i thdy s& di Helen lai khé s& mdt cach nghiém
trong nhw vay chéc chan 1a do bj "bom va", ¢c6 nang cdm
thu tdi phai dén tan xwong tay rdi, chir néu tinh ra vi ghen
tudng, ciing cha ndng dén thé vi téi va Ronie dau cé bang
chirng gi ré rang dau. Tai la mot ngwoi kha théng minh va
c6 hoc, thue sw la nhw vay, anh ta dé dang "bat nat" nhirng
con nguoi dwoce coi la ngd nghéch xung quanh minh.

"Chi c6 dinh loan chuyén nay trong tié€m khong?"
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"Udy, thu thwe chj cling khéng chac gi, ma gid chi néi thi
Tai cling khéng c6 bd qua dau. Lucy va Lily cling dau wa gi
chi dau, chi néi ra ho lai twdng chi bénh em, dom dat nay
no, ctv tr ttr, rdi biét hét théi. Nnwng chi bdo em cén than la
vi thé day"

"Vang, gi® em can than rdi, em biét Tai réi!". T6i thd dai
mot cai, thwe sy cling chwa han t6i tin hét nhirng I&i chi ay
ndi dau. Vi t6i thady & day ai ciing "cé van dé&" hét, co 18 né
khéng phai la cai thé gidi cha téi, t6i khdng biét do long
ngudi & cai thé gidi nay, va tdi khong thé. Nhung that long
t6i thAy nhe nhdm di rat nhiéu va thAm cadm on chj 4y. C»
cho 1a do it nhiéu chi ay ghét Tai ma loan nhitng chuyén
nay di cht cling chéng phai la tbt dep gi v&i t6i, thi it nhat
nhirng diéu chj ay noi da khién tdi cdm thay thanh than hon
rat nhiéu, tham chi I&én hon 1a day t6i moét bai hoc vé mudn
mat clia cudc sdng con ngudi niva.

Lén trén dao, t6i nhan dwoc voice message cua Billy, anh
dang trén upstate cung Mei chuwa vé, tham héi Lave, khi
nao vé sé noi chuyén véi t6i. Anh vira goi dién nhung do toi
& dwdi tau dién ngdm khéng c6 song. Lave di cling dwoc
mot thdi gian rdi nhi, khéng thay goi dién cho t6i, khdng ré
nang bay gi¢ ra sao nira.

Nhé& Ryan qua, téi goi anh dén day dé toi co thé ké mét cau
chuy&n ma&i that hay. Anh lai n6i s& dén muén. Toi vé nha
buén chuyén véi Hanh mét théi mot hoéi, phai dem dién
thoai nha ra ngoai hanh lang budn dé& nhirng doan trut "cao
trao" dé bbé me téi bot chu y. Téi chi so béd me t6i nghe
chuyén ta hda nhirng gi t6i dang phai trai qua thi thoi roi
day.

Budn cho dung t&i khi Ryan t&i, gan 11h thi théi. Tai tiu tit
chay xubéng dwéi nha, anh di tau dién ngdm sang day chi
khéng co6 6 t6. Nhé& qua, t6i 6m cham lay anh va hén anh
mot cai that 1au, anh co mii vao mii t6i nhw moét dra tré.
Téi nghi anh thay vay ciing vui 1dm, tw hdi sao hém nay t6i
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lai ph&n kh&i dén thé nhi? H6m nay Ryan cé mdt moén qua
nhd tang tdi, mot chiéc vong tay bang inox ¢6 hinh 12 con
giap cta Trung Quédc. Anh néi anh clr nght 12 con giap cua
Trung Quéc va Viét Nam 1a giéng nhau. "Oh, no it's OK".
Chiéc vong vira khit tay t6i, thi ra Ryan hém no xem t6i
khoe chiéc vong chan do Lavender tdng, nén dut khoat
phai "canh tranh" bang céach tang téi cai vong tay. Va mét
lan nira, "san phdm" nay van & trén tay téi cho t&i hién gio.
Va thé 1a t6i lai k& chuyén mé&i nghe dwoc & tiém. Ryan c
"Oh my god" lién tuc. Tat nhién téi khdng dam naéi ré thém
chuyén ctia Ronie va Helen, t6i chi n6i c6 mét ngudi & tiém
rat ghen ghét tdi chi vi anh ta yéu con gai ba chi tiém, ma
c6 con gai dé thi cling cwc ky ghét tdi vi téi...cod nhiéu khach
hon c6 &y. Nghe c6 vé hoi kém khach quan va vé ly mot ti
nhi, nhwng t6i nhdn manh rang dang nhé chuyén cha cé gi
nghiém trong ca, nhwng vi ngwoi dan 6ng kia "extremely
sick" (thwc sy bénh) nén ma&i lam tdi khén khd thé. "Oh, my
poor girl" (Oi t6i nghiép bé ctia anh) anh ngbi trén ghé da
ven sdng con t6i thi dirng trwdc mét anh, anh 6m cham lay
t6i kiéu thwong t6i lam sao. "Let's quit that place, forget
those stupid people do you want to do something else? i
can help you" (i kh0| day di, quén nhirng con nguoi ngu
ngoc do di, em c6 mubn lam gi khac khéng, anh co thé glup

em). "Hihi, well, let's solve the mystery first then i'll move"
(Khéng sao ma, em sé gidi quyét moi chuyén ki quai & dé
trwdc khi bd di). Tim viéc méi cho t6i & cai chén nay khéng
phai don gian, vi t6i khdng dwoc phép di lam, téi chi c6 thé
di tham gia hoc hanh va lang nhang nay no nhw vay ma
thoi. "But tell you what, i'm so proud of you" ( Du sao thi
anh cling rat tw hao vé em). "For what?" (Vi cai gi vay?).
"For being so brave" (Vi em rat diing cam). "OK", t6i cudi.
Téi yéu nguei dan 6ng nay lam sao, biét lo l1ang vira phai,
biét n6i nhirng cau can noi, va hon ca la rat hiéu toi.
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Tai tiém nail, khdng phai ¢ phai la do t6i tw cam nhan hay
la dung 1a thé. Moi ngwdi dwdng nhw bot on ao va yén ang
hon véi tdi. Lucy ciing khéng con ca cdm nhiéu chuyén
chinh tri nay no nira. Ho chuyén sang dé tai khac, chuyén
lo cho...con géi di 1y chéng thi can gi, loai con gai nao thi
lay dwoc, loai ndo thi chi "ma ndé mai lay". Con thi que wax
hay nhip mau cla téi thi ti canh rat chat, khéng cho ké xau
loi dung "duc nwéc béo cd". Téi thdy may ngudi & tiém va
chi Thay hay thi thdm chum vao mét géc. Tai cling khéng
néi chuyén voi toi nika. Co 16 Ronie thi van chang biét cai gi
cd, chi thdy cr nhin t6i ngudng nguwong. Nhung vi chang
biét dau la sy that, va cling chwa chac moi nguoi b|et hét,
nén téi van cang thang, sw kho chiu tir Lucy va Lily van thé
hién & nhirng cau ndi méc va daéi luc gat véi tdi néu tdi co
"I& lam" mot hanh ddng ndo d6. Tom lai, toi thé dai, mét
mdi qud, nhwng van chwa téi mirc maximum, cd 1én, sap
khéng chiu ndi niva réi. T6i tw nhd nhw thé. (C6 bj coi la
nguwoc doi khdéng?)!

Con & tiém spa, t6i van khdng néi chuyén véi Helen nhiéu,
c6 nang van mat lanh tanh, ai lam viéc do. Ai trong tiém
cling nhin thdy chung téi khédng néi chuyén véi nhau. Ca
Sheryl cling vay, nhwng cé 1é chi ta khéng phai tuyp nguwoi
thich héi han nén ciing lang |1& bd vay. Con may c¢6 tho Tay
& trong tiém thi thdm vao tai tdi. "You stole her boyfriend
right? Haha" (C6 cuwép ban trai ctia co ta day a?). Tat nhién
la ho chi la dua cot, nhwng tom lai téi khéng c6 tadm trang
dua kiéu thé.

4h chiéu, tw nhién thay sb cb dinh goi vao may, sb tir bén
Manhattan. Nhac Ién thi hoa ra la Garbriel, t6i lai thot hét ca
tim lai. "Hey, girl, wanna join me to a party today? A nice
one, i think you should come. WONDERFUL party" (Nay, co
mudn tham dy bira tiéc clta téi hém nay khéng? Hay l1am
do, téi nght c6 nén di. Mét bira tiéc tuyét voil). Garbriel kéo
dai giong chi*r Wonderful, t6i nghe giong cua Gar ct cé chut
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gi d6 say say. T6i hoi hodng hén vi I&i d& nghi nay. Cha lién
quan gi ca, tw nhién rd t6i di party, cr nhw than thiét [&m Ay,
ma biét dau lai cai trdo méo gi thi sao. "Where are you, i'd
come pick you up" (C6 dang & dau, toi sé& dén dén cd). Méat
t6i lai con m& to hon, chac han ai nhin thay téi lic d phai
thdy giébng con méo I&m. Lai con sdn sang dén dén téi di
party nira. "What for? What's the party about? Why? How
come? When?" (D& l1am gi co? Tiéc vé cai gi vay? Tai sao
t6i lai nén di? Bao gid n6 dién ra). Toi tubn mot trang. "Stay
where you are, tell me where you are, i'd come and pick
you up, this party is really important, you must know, you're
gonna be surprised there about Ryan you know?" (C&r &
yén day, ndéi cho téi biét cd dang & dau, t6i s& dén don co,
bubi tiéc rat quan trong, cd phai biét, c6 sé rat ngac nhién
vé nhirng viéc cla Ryan do, cd biét khdong?). "What? It's
about Ryan?" (Cai gi co, vé Ryan a?). "No, it's not about
Ryan, but you're gonna find something about Ryan,
anyway, its up on you if you want to know anything, you
understand what i mean?" (Khéng phai vé Tyan nhwng cd
sé tim thay nhiéu thr vé Ryan day, tuy c6 thdi, néu cd
mudn tim hiéu diéu gi dé, cd hiéu y téi chi?).

Sw td mo trong téi tréi day ghé gém, tai sao t6i khéng cho
minh mot co hdi dé biét diéu gi dé nhi. Thé 1a t6i hen Gar &
bén tau & Times Square, vi cd ta noi party & gan dé. Ching
t6i hen 8h. H6m nay t6i nay ra y dinh nho c6 da den trang
diém "free" cho khudn mat clia minh dé di "party", ciing chi
la cho vui xem sau khi minh dwgc héa trang thi trong sé thé
nao. C6 4y cwc ky thich thd va néi rang khudn mét cla toi
tao ra rat nhiéu "cdm hirng". Tha that, sau nlra tiéng cho co
4y "sang tac" thi t6i thot hét ca tim khi nhin trong
gwong...khéng nhan ra minh, xinh t&i mac khé tin. Trong
lic chd t&i gid hen t6i lang thang shopping & may cira
hang trén chg Tau, trong ldng khéng khai lo 1ang. Téi thay
mét cai day chi deo tay c6 chir "i love you" lién mua ngay,
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dinh bung sé& bat Ryan phai deo, t6i s& tdng anh cuing blrc
tranh ctia minh.

8h t6i da c6é mat & vi tri hen v&i Gar. Co6 ta cling dung gi&
ngay. "Hey, how are you?" (Khée khéng?). "I'm OK, thanks,
where are we going?" (Cadm on, téi 6n ca, ching ta sé di
dau day?). "Ah, its just a party hosted by OUR friends, just
think you might need to join" (A, d6 la moét bira tiéc dwoc
chiéu dai b&i nhirng ngwdi ban cua chang t6i, t6i nghi la c6
rat can tham gia d6). "Why do i need to join?" (Sao t6i lai
can pha| tham gia). "Because it is a lot of fun, haha" (B&i vi
sé& co rat nhiéu trd vui, haha). Té6i thdy Gar twng tlrng la
lung. Cling nhun vai va di theo.

H6m nay ai ciing phai ngdai nhin téi, tr cho Tau dén trén
tau, vi thay téi xinh. La la Gar khéng khen 14y mét cau,
khéng hiéu c6 ta c6 dang nghi xau rang t6i mudn "lam
hang" gi d6 khéng.

Chung t6i bat xe di ngwoc lai downtown, hinh nhw phd 2
may gi do tdi nhé khéng ré 1&m. Ciing nhanh nén téi khéng
phai ndi chuyén nhiéu véi Garbriel, ¢o ta hdi du th, tom lai
la rat la lung.

Co ta dan t6i I&n tang thtr 10 clia mét tda nha 37 tang. Tw
thang may buéc ra da nglri thdy mui thirc &n va nhén nhao
phat ra tir mét can hé & gan cubi hanh lang. M& clra da
thdy am am bdi tiéng cwdi ndi va cd modt ban dd an voi
banh mi bo, rau, hoa qua. Vira nhin théy Garbriel bwéc vao
da co vai ngwdi vay chao rdi rit. Téi di sau, Garbriel quay lai
"gioi thiéu": "This is Ha Kin, Ryan's GIRL friend!" (Day la Ha
Kin, ban gai cia Ryan). Gar kéo dai cai chir Girl friend theo
kiéu cwc ky mia mai. Ca dam ru 1én. "What? He got a girl
friend? Oh, look at her, how pretty, how naive, haha" (Gi
co? Anh 4y c6 ban gai a? O, nhin c6 ta nay, that xinh dep
va ngay tho lam sao, haha). Ho cu®i &m 1én, ho cudi theo
dang kiéu nhw toi 1a mot trdo dua vay. Luc nay toi dé y
nhirng con nguwdi & day, toan ngudi rat banh bao va sanh
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diéu, da phan déu co vé giau cé. Nhirng cap ddi ndm tay
nhau cuwdi ndi va hdn nhau chut chit. Téi chot nhan ra va
nong mat khi thdy cang ngay cang phat hién ra nhiéu cap
ddng tinh, cd nam va ni, tréng ho ai cling hanh phuc va
hén hé rd rét. Cho dén tan luc nay téi maéi tinh ra, téi dang
& trong party ctia mot cau lac bd déng tinh thi t6i thuc sw
toat moé hoi hot, ngudi t6i run lay bay, dieng khéng virng
nira. Téi khéng s¢ ho, t6i chwa bao gi¢ s¢ hg, nhuwng néu
ho lién quan dén Ryan cla t6i, thi khac ndo néi rang anh la
mot Gay chinh hiéu. Mat t6i tai mét khi nghi t&i nhw thé.

Gar lai gan, tay cam ly rwou va bao t6i ubng di, téi 1ac dau.
"You know what party it is right?" (C6 biét budi tiéc nay thé
nao rdi ch?). "Gay, lesbian, right?" (Cda nhitng nguoi
dong tinh phai khéng?). "Haha, smart, haha, let you know,
this is Ryan's world, haha, you understand me know, girl?
Don't you?" (Haha théng minh day co da thay réi do, day
la thé gidi cia Ryan, haha, cé hiéu tdi noi gi khong?). Toi
nghen 1&i khdng noi dwoc 1&i gi, t6i chi mudn dap tay that
manh xem co6 phai minh dang trong con ac méng khong.
Vira ltc lai c6 mét ngwdi phu ni di t¢i, ba ta ngdm téi au
yém khién t6i ron hét ca nguoi: "Pretty, yeah, really, Ryan's
girl friend? That's weird. Hey, have you ever heard of a
name Juicy?" (Xinh xan day chir, ban gai ciia Ryan a? That
ky 13, cd c6 nghe cai tén Juicy bao gi® chwa?). Téi lap bap,
"Juicy, the artist?" (Juicy, hoa si w?). "You know? Ryan's
boyfriend, doesn't he jealous of such a pretty girl like you?"
(C6 cling biét ha? Do Ia ban trai clia Ryan do, anh ta khéng
ghen v&i ¢6 gai xinh xan nhw ¢d w?). "Is it Ryan gay?" (Co
phai Ryan la nguwdi ddng tinh khéng?) Téi héi ma gan nhw
khuyu xuéng va khoc dén noi. "What? He doesn't tell you?"
(Sao co, anh &y khéng néi v&i co a?). Ba ta ngac nhién.
Gar cudi cwdi: "No, of course she doesn't know" (Khong,
tat nhién la cd 4y khoéng biét). "Oh Garbriel, what the hell
are you doing, why are you doing this to such a girl, Oh, i'm
sorry" (Garbriel, c6 dang lam cai quai quy gi vay? Tai sao
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co lai lam thé vé&i co gai nay, 6i t6i xin 16i). Ba ta cho tay Ién
nguc ra diéu cam thay rat co 16i vi da dé cho toi biét "sw
that". Téi nham mat lai d& minh binh tinh. Garbriel c6 dién
thoai, cbé ta thét Ién: "Hey Jess, i'm at Shally's party, you
know what, Ryan's girl friend is here too, haha" (Chao Jess,
em dang & bubi tiéc ctia Shally, anh biét gi khéng, ban gai
cua Ryan ciing dang & day, haha). Giong cua Garbriel da
thwc sy say va c6 ta co vé nhw khong kiém soat dwoc minh
nira. T6i ban rdn chan tay va tim dwong tré vé, nhung Gar
dit khoat khéng cho, cir day téi vao trong. Coé don, lac
I6ng, kinh so, t&i khédng con du nang lwong dé bwdc chan
ra khéi canh clra ngoai kia.

R6i mét vi ctru tinh khdng ngd clia toi da dén chi ngay mot
lic sau. D6 1a Jess, cau ta vira dén da té y di tim tdi, moi
nguwdi nhao nhao chao Jess nhwng cau ay chi vay tay. Toi
dang ngdi mot goc, mat trang béch. "Come one, come on".
Jess dwa tay kéo téi l&n, giong thi thdm. Vira nhin thay
Jess t6i bat ng® bat khoc nire né khién nhirng ngwdi xung
quanh khoéng hiéu gi. Jess kéo téi di that nhanh ra khai ctra,
t6i van con nhd anh mét tie gian cha Jess nhin vé phia
Garbriel dang cw®i va say ngat nguwdng.

Pbung trong thang may, t6i nép nguwdi vao mot goc va khac.
V@i t6i bay gio con "out of control" hon ca mdt nguwdi say.
Jess dwng canh t6i, 6m toi rdi noi: "Hey, i'm sorry, Garbriel
is really crazy, i can't believe what she did" (T6i rat tiéc, Gar
dién that rdi, t6i khéng the tin dwoc nhirng gi c6 ta dang
lam). T6i khéng buéng ndi ra mét cau hdi vai Jess rang, co
pha| Ryan la gay hay khdéng. Jess dirng canh t6i ma toi co
cam twéng nhuw do 1a Ryan, vira &m ap ma lai vra ghé sg.
T6i ngoi thup xuong va khéng dirng day ndi cho du thang
may da xudng tang mot. "OK, come here, everything is OK,
she was teasing you, stand up" (Di nao, moi chuyén sé én
ca théi, cb ta chi bon cot cd théi ma, dirng day di) . Jess
kéo t6i dirng day réi dwa t6i ra ngoai. Cau ay nam tay toi ra
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tan chiéc xe quen thudc ma Ryan van hay ché téi. Nhin
thay chiéc xe ma déat troi ti tdm. Tdi cé du tri thdng minh
dé hiéu rang nhirng chuyén vira xay ra khéng don gian 1a
mot trd dua nhw Jess néi. Tai sao Jess lai phai t&r t& voi toi
thé. Téi da hoan toan la mot k& mat hon. Khéng noi, khéng
khéc niva, tdi ngdi 1én xe, nhin ra bén ngoai. Téi khéng cd
nang lwong dé lam bét clr viéc gi. Jess van hai téi: "Do you
want to go somewhere? Are you OK? Do you want me to
call Ryan for you?" (Cé cé mubn di dau khéng? Co6 én
khéng? Cb cé can t6i goi Ryan khéng?) "No", t6i néi ma
giong nghen dac nuwéc mét.

Jess dwa t6i vé ddo. Chung téi ngdi im trong xe, t6i khéng
budn xubng nira, thwc sw téi rat so' phai déi m&t mét minh
v&i chinh ban than minh, it nhiéu sy cdé mat clia Jess & bén
canh khién toi thay co6 gi dé chat tinh tam. Co6 18, ngoai cu
sbc ngay ndm nhat dai hoc khi nghe tin ba t6i bji méc ung
thw, thi day 14 1an the hai téi séc khiing khiép t&i nhw thé.

T6i ngdi im, I&ng im, nhin con phd Main hoang véng, chiéc
xe bus dé da di vai chuyén ma t6i van ngoi. Jess ciling ngoi.
Cau ay nhin téi, nhin rat lau.

"She's not telling you the truth Kin, please don't be this way,
it is so painful to see you this way" (C6 ta khong noi that
dau Kin, dirng nhw thé ma, that dau long khi thay c¢6 nhw
thé).

Cau nQi do lai lam téj (ra bao nhiéu nwédc mat. Jess lai Qui
mat. RGi cau ay lai gan téi, dm téi ma t6i cling khong budn
phan (rng, chi thay am ap va thwc sy dwoc an Ui.

"But I'm about to tell you one truth, this truth" (Nhwng t6i sé
noi véi em mét sy that...)

"....I love you, loved you from the first time i saw you
through out the window of that car". (T6i yéu em, yéu ngay
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tr lan dau nhin thdy em qua canh ctra xe 6 t6)

M6t ludng dién chay qua ngwdi, tdi mé mat that to nhin ra
ngoai ctra kinh... "but at least you are not gay right, would
you save my soul tonight ?" T6i da nhd thdm trong tuyét
vong nhw vay day...
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Phan 48

Téi cdm thdy mét con doi.

To6i chwa dwoc an gi ca, mot miéng & cai party ay toi cting
chwa dung t&i. Va néi s¢ hai tuyet vong dwong nhw da lay
hét chut nang lwong con lai cia co thé. Ngudi téi hoan
toan rii ra trong vong tay cta Jess. Téi khdng néi dwoc diéu
gi, nhwng it nhiéu sw &m ap 4y khién t6i bét di dwoc cam
giac bat an. Tai bat dau thay Jess hén Ién toc t6i va lay tay
lau nhirng giot nwédc mét van tudn chay, nhw dang lau cho
mot dira tré dang hon dbéi vay. Sao ma gibng Ryan dén
thé? Oi Jess, day la mot Jess hoan toan khac, 4m ap diu
dang, va t6i 6m lai cau Ay, thiy chiéc ao khoac méng cula
Jess &m wét bdi nwdc mat cua toi.

Jess bat radio nhé nhe, van nhé, dung bai One hundred
years, bai hat & dai 100 gi d6, dwoc phat di phat lai rat
nhiéu lan trong ngay va t6i da nghe sudt ngay & tiém nail.

"Half time goes by

Suddenly you're wise

Another blink of an eye

67 is gone

The sun is getting high

We're moving on..."

"We're moving on...", cau hat khién tw nhién tdi tinh nguoi.
Tbi ngoi thang day, ngang mat roi noi I&i cam on dau tién.
"Are you OK? I'm sorry" (Em da én hon chwa?). Jess diu
dang.

Téi khédng dam nhin thdng vao mat Jess vi t6i so’ anh mét
cua cau ay, anh mat la ky da cé nhirng luc liec nhin téi ma
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t6i ng® rang dé 1a s lanh lung. Ligu co phai Jess dang an
Ui toi hay khong? Nhung néu dung thi vi sao céu ay can
phai tot v&i toi thé. Toi va Jess con chwa néi chuyén voi
nhau bao gi&® co ma?

"Love me? Really? Why?" (Yéu t6i? That w? Tai sao?)

"Because of the way you look, because of the way you
smile, because of the way you sing, and because of the
way you changed my brother" (Vi vé dep clia em, vi cach
em mim cwdi, vi cach em cét tiéng hat va vi cach em da
lam thay dbi anh trai t6i)

"Does he really love me?" (Anh 4y c6 yéu tdi that khong?)
"He does, sure he does" (C8, chac chén la co)

"Is it his love different from your love?" (Tinh yéu cta anh
ay co khac vai tinh yéu ctia anh khéng?)

Jess nhin ra ngoai, cau 4y khéng tra I&i mét Iuc. "l don't
know, really i don't know, i don't know if he loves you like
the way i do" (Toi khéng biét, thuwc sw khdng biét 1a anh Ay
yéu em c6 gidng cach tdi yéu hay khéng?).

"How come he's gay and i don't know? i am stupid right?"
(Anh @y la ngwdi dong tinh ma sao t6i khong biét? Toi that
ngoc nghéch phai khéng?)

"OK, let's get it this way. Ryan is gay, i admit it, but he's
really a special one. Never in my life I've seen him changed
this much since he met you. He had women chased after
him before, and still, but you know, he never had a girl
friend in his life. On the day he gave me a call and said,
"Now i have a girl friend, and it is terrible, that i really love
her", that's how i understand you would be someone
different, and when i saw you for the first time with your
beautiful smile and sharp eyes, i learnt | had the same
"terrible feeling" that Ryan did." (Ryan la nguwoi déng tinh,
t6i thira nhan thé nhwng anh Ay 1a nguoi thuc sy dac biét.
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Chwa bao giv t6i nhin thay anh ay thay dbi nhiéu nhw thé
tlr khi anh ay gap em. Trwéc day va ngay ca bay giv, anh
ay co rat nhleu nguoi phu nir theo dudi, nhung em blet
khéng, anh Ay chwa bao gi® c6 ban gai. Mot ngay anh ay
goi cho t6i va bao "Anh cé ban gai, nghe thay ky la, nhwng
anh thwc sw yéu cd ay", va tdi hiéu, em 1a mot ngudi dac
biét. Khi 1an dau tién nhin thdy nu cwdi xinh dep va déi méat
sac nét cla em, t6i da hiéu minh ciing c6 xuc cam ky la
nhw Ryan da twng)

"Gay men can not love women" (Nguwdi dan 6ng dong tinh
khéng thé yéu phu ni).

"No, you can make a gay man love you" (Khdng, em co thé
lam mét ngwdi dong tinh yéu minh).

"But i don't want a gay man to love me" (Nhwng t6i khong
muon mét nguwdi dong tinh yéu minh). Va téi lai bat khéc.

"All right all right...shh, everything will be allright..." (Binh
tinh nao, moi chuyén sé on ca thdi).

"You love Garbriel too right?" (Anh yéu Garbriel phai
khong?)

"Oh my god no, that's a good woman, a good friend, she
helped us a lot, and we should forgive her for what she did,
may be she can't take things anymore' ' (Oi khéng, dé 1a mot
co gai tbt, mot ngwdi ban tét, cd 4y gilp bon anh rat nhiéu).

"She loves Ryan right?" (C6 4y yéu Ryan?)

"Yes, crazily, they had a kind of a relationship, but that is
not love, Ryan never loved her, well, it's a long story..." (Uh,
dién cudng, ho cé mbi quan hé tét, nhung dé khéng phai la
tinh yéu, Ryan chwa bao gid yéu cd 4y, né la mét cau
chuyén dai)

Vay la Jess cling da cdng nhan anh trai minh la gay. Nhung
cau ay cing céng nhan, Ryan cé yéu toi, long téi nhe bét.
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T6i m& clra, ndi I&i cam on sau cung, cam on Jess, cam
on rat nhiéu, khéng hiéu néu nhu khéng co Jess, thi gid
day t6i sé ra sao? Gia t6i co thé gap cau ay trwéc Ryan, gia
nhw...nhwng néu cudc doi c6 sw gia nhw thi t6i d& chang
bao gi® phai noi chir gia nhuw...

But he saved my soul tonight.

T6i noi t6i cling OK va sé dirng hit thd khdong khi & ven
séng trwdc khi trd vé nha cho sach nwéc mat da. Toi biét
Jess rat mubn dirng cung véi t6i, nhung t6i tao dwoc cho
minh mot khuén mat binh tinh va bd di rat nhanh.

Tbi khéng chi dirng ven sbng ma chay nhw dién ra phia
ngon hai dang, tw nhién t6i thém thdy nd mét cach khiing
khiép. Chay dén noi, nhin thdy anh dén vang va lan swong
bay m& mo la téi 6a I1én khéc nirc nd. Bién thoai rung Ién,
sb cla Billy, t6i 14y dién thoai ra ma tay run ban bat, va toi
tat han dién thoai di khéng dam nghe, ngdi sup xubng, dm
mat, t6i so’ ai d6 sé biét dwoc chuyén thuwe sw dang xay ra
v&i minh, tuyét vong, xau hé...

Téi tin chdc Ryan sé& goi, néu khéng goi dwoc vao di dong
sé goi vé nha. Bay gi® tdi khong thé déi mat véi anh hay
bat ky ai. Tw nhién lai c6 cdm giac thwong bd me, t6i can
phai tinh tam tré lai. Toi con tw an Gi, thé ciing tbt, tr& vé
Viét Nam toi sé bét tiéc nhé anh, co 18 trong cai rui, co cai
may.

Va t6i cr ngdi thé nghi, mbi 1an nhé t&i nhivng ki niém dep,
nwdc mat lai (ra ra, trai tim t6i cling yéu mém vay théi.

Khi d& qua mét moi, téi 1& budc tré vé nha, khéng biét la
may gi& nira. Néu bay gid mudn thi chac chén b me sé
dang rat lo. Téi c6 géng lau sach sé& cai khuén mat nhoe
nhoet ma da mét cong trang diém rat xinh sudt bubi chiéu
hém nay.
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Khoéng sai, clra van mé, dén sang. Da la 1h hon, bb t6i hoc
tdc chay tr phong ra xem cé dung téi vé hay khong, giong
vira gay gat vira lo 1&ng. "Con di dau vé vay? Dién thoai
khéng goi duwoc? Sao thé? Sao thé kia?". Chac han déi mét
swng hap cla t6i khé gidu ndi ai. Téi danh ndi rang minh
vira di tham éng gia tdi quen dang nam ém & bénh vién vé,
hoi budn. Ma ch® mai khéng c6é tau tr& vé nha nén bay gi®
mé&i vé dén noi, dién thoai ciing méi hét pin. Bb téi di vao,
coi nhw tdi vira noéi sw that di, nhung chac han dang lo
lang, bb tdi kin ddo ngédm nhin téi.

"C6 thang nao goi dién subt day". Bb téi vira dut | dién
thoai da lai réo 1én Am nha, cubng quyt thé nao toi ra dut
ludn day dién thoai, vi vira khéng dam nghe, vira so' budi
dém né kéu thém me t6i ra that a phién.

"O sao thé?". B6 hai.

"Gi&» c6 ai goi dién dén xin gdp con bd bdo con khéng co6
nha nhé, con budi dém thi tat di luébn cho nhanh. Sang con
sé cam lai."

"Nay, thang nao né pha qudy a? Hay thé nao? Noi that di?"

"Lam gi ¢6 thang nao, thang nao pha dwoc con, khéng ¢
gi dau, bb cir yén tam". Téi té ra rat binh tinh va rat mudn
di ngu. That may, bd t6i khéng héi nira. Qua that, vé dwoc
nha, t6i mé&i thwe sw binh yén va am ap.

Rira mat, d& ddn ngadm birc tranh cda t6i mét luc, téi dang
nghi, chdc chan chang bao gi® né sé& dén dwoc tay anh
nira roi, tdi sé khdng gap anh niva, quyét tam nhw vay. Toi
sé dirt han anh ra, tv hdm nay, tr bay gid. Téi khéng mudn
gdp mat va noi chuyén niva, thé 1a qua du.

Len lén ra ngoai, t6i ldy han 2 vién thubc ngu cla me va
udng, loai thubc ma chi ntra vién théi, 15 phut toi da co6 thé
vao giac du t6i 1a ngudi kho ngu. Nhung toi tin chac dém
nay s& 1 mot dém khang khiép néu t6i khdng ngu duorc.
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Hay cb ru long minh lang séng qua nhirng phut giay nhw
thé nay, c6 thé ngay ngay mai téi da cé thé thay kha hon,
thdi gian sé chira lanh moi vét thwong, gi® t6i can sw binh
yén.

Va t6i ngl that, cho du van lat lai giat minh, cho du van biét
tr&i dang sang dan, hai vién thuéc chi dd cho téi bt di sw
tinh tdo cuda ly tri d& khién minh sé& khéng ngdi day va vat
va khoc trong dém.

Luc t6i tinh day cling da 12h, hdém nay t6i nghi & cai tiém
nail d& ma chang kip bao cho ai, t6i cling khéng c6 tam
trang di lam. Téi tw hira v&i Iong minh s& quyét tam khong
bao gi¢ bat di ddng cda minh |én nira. Dién thoai nha t6i
van chwa lap lai. B6 me va em di s&m, chi c6 minh toi.
Nhwng dung that, téi da thy kha hon. Téi nhé tran ngap ca
sy nlra gidc dém qua la wéc mong ca budi tbi hdm trudc
sé chi la mét con ac méng. Nhwng bay gio trdi da sang, toi
da tinh, t6i biét da chang cé 4c mong, chi co sy that ma
thoi.

Em trai t6i vé va lap lai dién thoai. T6i din no rang bat ky ai
goi cling khéng dwgc bao téi cé nha. N6 nhan nhd.

Chiéu, téi lai ngd, né ciing ngu, dién thoai reo, rat nhiéu Ian,
chang dira nao day nhac.

Téi s buwdc chan xubéng duwéi nha, biét dau Ryan dang &
duwdi do.

Téi da & nha, nhw vay, gan 4 ngay lién, va khoéng ra khai
nha, khéng nghe dién thoai, khong Ién internet, chi ngéi
xem tivi va doc sach. B6 me ciing doan ra tdi dang "co
chuyén" nén khong lam phién nhiéu. O nha, mébi chiéu toi
lai ndu com rira béat thay cho me, thay long minh binh yén.
Téi tam quén bét cai thé gidi ngoai kia, cé thé cé ngudi
dang lo lang va cb géng tim kiém toi.
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Budi chiéu ngay th& tw, cubi cung t6i cling dam di xudng
dwéi nha va lang thang khap ven séng. Chot nhé ra muén
dwoc di thdm 6ng gia, nhwng ba dao dién ndi sé goi dién
cho téi khi nao ba 4y sép xép dwoc, ma t6i lai chi cho sé di
dong cua minh. T6i c6 gang tim kiém trén dwdng minh di
xem ba &y biét dau dang dau do, tdi khéng mudbn bat cai
dién thoai ciia minh Ién. Biét dau ba 4y da goi dién thi sao.
Nh& dau 6ng gia méat réi thi sao, tw nhién tdi nghi thé, lo
qua, thé 1a long khéng yén. Tai lai quay tré vé nha va bat di
dong Ién.

1,2,3,4,5, khéng, hinh nhw phai t&i 20 cai voice messages
lwu clru qua gan 4 ngay khéng bat may. Téi danh phai nghe
hét, vi né khéng hién sé ma chi doc sb khi da nghe dwoc
message. T6i c6 ddy di messages cla bat ky ai ma toi
nghi sé goi dién cho t6i, Billy, chi Thdy, Ronie, Jess. Ai
cling hét hoadng va lo 1ang, ai cling hdi t6i dang & dau. Con
cta Ryan w, 10 cai voice messages, chi nghe sb |a t6i da
chuyén sang message tiép theo, t6i khéng mubn nghe cai
nao cla anh hét. Téi nghe thdy Jess néi Ryan dang phat
dién vi lo cho tbi, xin t6i hay goi dién thoai. Tdi nghe théy
chi Thay hai t6i cé phai t6i bd tiém rdi khéng? Ronie ciing
hdi co phai tdi bd tiém rdi khoéng, anh ta tuyét vong qua.
Con Billy, anh 8y noéi: "Anh da vé, anh khéng lién lac dwoc
v&i em, em c6 chuyén sao? Gap anh nhé, Lavender mudn
g®i em cai nay". Khdng cé message cla ba dao dién. Toi
quyét dinh goi dién cho Billy va xin gap anh ay. "Anh lo hat
hén ludn, khdéng biét em cé chuyén gi, em réi khéng? i an
tdi luén nha, & dau anh dén". "Thdi khéng can, ra Times
Square an & hang an Nhat nhé?"

T6i n6i "mon Nhat" ma khong suy nght trwéc chi vi s¢ anh
sé nhac t&éi mon salad Mexico, anh van nght toi thich mén
do ma.

Vra di, téi vira nght, ¢6 nén ’ké cho Billy nghe chuyén cua
minh khéng nhi? C6 xau hoé khéng khi cho anh ay biét
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chuyén cua minh ? Toi thdy vui hon vi doi xem Lavender
sé co6 gi d6 muon gtri cho toi.

"Ne, Lave gtri em moét bire thw va mot con g4u béng nha".
Anh 4y cAm theo mét con gau réat xinh, 4n vao bung no, no6

kéu 1én "l love you, hihihihi", giong cuoi rat gidng t6i. "N6
cuwoi giong em dé so™.

Lave gt t6i la thu:
"Dear Kin

Thank you for your wonderful gift and letter. | will keep them
forever in my heart. I'm doing OK now, gotta be back soon
coz | miss ya.

| know | am beautiful but it ain't easy to live beautiful, it is
you who lives beautiful, but I'll try girl.

Let say how special and BEAUTIFUL you are. | am so
jealous of you and your love, how lucky a man to have your
heart possessed, 00000000000h, terribly jealous. Let's
meet Josh sometimes, we'll come to visit you when I'm
back.

Keep my little kiddo teddy bear for fun, kick its ass to hear |
say "l love you".

| love you, muah muah
Lave"

(Kin than mén! Cam on chj vé mén qua va la thw tuyét voi.
Em sé gilr n6 méai trong tim minh. Em kha hon rdi, sé sém
quay vé gap chi vi em rat nh& chi. Em biét minh xinh dep
nhwng that khd dé& séng dep, chi cé chi m&i la ngudi sbng
tét dep, nhung em sé cd gang. Chi that xinh dep va dac
biét. Em rat ghen tj v&i chj va tinh yéu cla chi, nguoi dan
6ng nao doé that may mén khi cé dwoc trai tim cla chi, that
la ghen ti d6. Thi thoang hay gap Josh chi nhe, ching em
sé t&i thdm chi khi em quay vé. Gilr con gau nhd nay cua
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em cho vui nhé, 4n vao bung né d& nghe em néi "l love
you")

Nhe nhang va nhi nhanh y nhw luc Lavender ngdi noi
chuyén vai téi vay.

"Lave thé nao a?"

"A, may hém dau hoi dir, nhung 6n roi, ba Mei dé nghi & do
it nhat la mét thang, t6i nghiép con nhd ha".

"Bay gi&’ Lave lam nhirng gi & d6?"

"Thi dam ba cai diéu tri, ngoi nghe bac sT néi chuyén, nghe
nhac, dan hat, & do co cai piano ma. Hém dau, con nhd
thieu thuoc pha phach, chui ca xuong dwédi gam giwdong
gao khéc, bac si phai 16i ra tiém do, so thiét"

"Oi thwong qua"

"Thi phai vay thdi, khong sao, ma hém no cai quan do hay
ha, hdm dé xuc déng mudn chét vé’\y, thé em thi e}ao? Sao
goi hoai khéng duwoc, cai tiém do the nao, Ryan thé nao?"
Nhé&c t&i Ryan 1a téi lai mém nhiin, mat tdi ngan ngéan, toi
khong dam tra |01 cau hoi nao ca vi s¢ noi ra bay gio' thi
nwdc mat tuén trao cha dau vao dau.

"Sao vay? Em cé chuyén ha? Troi, co sao khong?"

Co I€ toi qua xuc dong va khong giau dwgc that, thé la
nuwédc mét lai tudn, t6i 6m mat vi bat lwc khdng ngan dwoc
nwdc mat.

"Néi di, chuyén & tiém ha, hay chuyén gi, binh tinh nao?
Néi di, anh doan la c6 chuyén ma, nao nao".

Billy dwa khan gidy cho t6i va bao t6i lau nwéc mét di, roi
binh tinh noi chuyén.

"Anh tra tién cho em dé hoc & tiém ba Mei a? Bao nhiéu
vay? Em sé co tra lai anh"
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"Tr&i khung réi nhd oi, sao tién nong gi vay, ai ndi vay,
Sheryl ha? Bwng néi em budn chuyén dé chir, nhay cam

Zn

quéa
"Chac chdn ma, em khong thich nhw vay dau".

"Né&, nguwdi Viet Nam minh hay ghé, c thich si dién. Thé
nay nha, anh cé trd tién cho em, lic dau thdi, va khong
nhiéu, c6 hon ngan théi, nhung ma ngay chinh Mei ciing
trd lai tién cho anh sau nay vi ba ay thdy cha c6 cé gi phai
lay tién clia em ca. Ma em lam kha 1am, rat cé nang khiéu,
ba 4y con dinh gitr em 1am lau dai co, c6 chuyén gi nghiém
trong dau"

"Em khéng tin"

"Troi, em lam aph that vong do nha, mé, ne, dung kh@c nhé,
anh so nhin thay dan ba phu nir khéc lam, mét maéi lam".

"Anh song gitba nhiéu dan ba phu nir nén s¢' ha? Mei nay,
Sheryl nay, Lave nay, chac anh s¢ that".

Billy cwdi. T6i d& bt nwédc mat.

"Thé vay thyc ra la em bubn vé chuyén dé ha?"

"Khong"

"Vay chuyén gi?"

Toi cli dau va co nudt mon com vai thit bo, toi can mot
nguwoi dé nodi chuyén, dé giai téa, cd nén nodi cho Billy hay
khéng? Co6 nén khéng?

"Anh nghi sao vé& Ryan ban trai em?"

"Em c6 chuyén véi ban trai a?"

"Vang"

"Anh cling doan ra"

Toi thay giong Billy nhd lai va nghiém trang la luing, canh
mdi phap phong.
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"Ryan that dep trai va tai nang, va rat yéu em"

"Anh nhin thiy thé ha?"

"C6 chir, khdng chi nhin, anh cdn cdm nhan duoc nhw thé"
"Anh cdm nhan dwoc anh 4y yéu em?"

"C6 chtr, anh mat, ct chi, moi diéu"

T6i nghen 16

"Tai tinh nhi, anh c6 thé nhin dwoc, con em thi khéng"

"Em néi sao, chac cai nhau ha? Chuyén binh thwéng ma"
"Khéng céi nhau, anh nghi sao néu em ndi la Ryan la gay?"

"Gi, gi co?" Billy n6i khong nén |oi. Mat anh do6 gay va im
lang nhin téi tran tran, roi anh dwa hay tay Ién vuot mat.

"Ai néi v&i em vay?"

"Anh &y noi v&i em"

"Thiét ha? Ryan noéi v&i em? Anh khéng tin, lam gi cé
chuyén do"

"Co6 chir, Ryan la gay ma"

"Khdng, anh ndi anh khdng tin la Ryan noi véi em rang anh
ay gay".

"Thé anh c6 tin Ia Ryan gay khéng?"

Va d6 1a sy im lang. T6i that long, vi khong co sy tra 10
ngay lap tlirc. Cha I€ ai cling biét ma t6i khéng biét?

"Kin oi.." Billy n6i. Va anh cho tay 1&n ban vai lay nam tay
toi, rat chat.

"Em c6 bubn khéng?"

"Anh ngh em c6 budn khong?" Téi lai bat dau khoc. Trong
quan an, co 1é moi ngwoi dang nght rang chung t6i la mét
cap tinh nhan hon doi nhau.

312



"Ryan yéu em ma, em cd tin khong? th m&i gap, anh da
biet la anh ay yéu em r6i, nhin anh mat cua anh ay chwa?
Anh ghen ti day, anh ghen ti v6 cung day"

"Anh khéng can phai ghen dau, moi viéc da két thac roi".
"Anh ghen ma, vi anh cling giébng Ryan!"

Sao co, 6i Billy, anh ndi gi co?

"La anh...anh la gay? Hay la anh...yéu em?"

"La ca hai!"

Cudc doi c6 tré tréu khéng? Ban hai toi di!
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Phan 49

"Nhwng anh khéng thuwong em nhw Ryan thwong, anh
thwong em nhw anh thwong Lavender”

Im lang...

"Khac nhau thé nao?"

"Ryan yéu em la tinh yéu that sw, con anh thwong em nhw
moét ngwdi em gai, nhw mét ngwoi ban tri ki" .

"Tai sao anh lai yéu quy em thé? Em va anh biét nhau
chwa lau ma, em cling lam gi cho anh dau, em Ché’ tot thée
dau”. Vlra ndi va t6i vtra khoc, téi cling chang biét minh
phai phan &ng thé nao cho phai nira.

"Co sao dau, anh co6 tinh cdm dac biét v&i Lavender, anh
thwong nhé hon ca me va chi cla r)h(’) cong lai, con nhé
cting thuwong anh vay théi, né vira giong nhw tinh yéu, vira
giong nhw em gai vay."

"C6 1& Ryan ciing yéu em nhw thé thoi"

"Anh khéng nghi vay, nhin anh mat clia anh 4y xem, chi ¢6
ké si tinh ma&i vay thoi a"

"Anh lo em budn dung khong? La anh dang an Gi em ha?
Khéng sao dau anh a, phai doi mat v&i sw that thoi, va thuc
sw em khong nght rang anh ciing la gay..." T6i vira n6i vira
ngap nguwng, vira thay ngai miéng ghé gom.

"Vay nén anh cling biét Ryan la gay dung khoéng, ngay tir
dau anh da biét roi"

"Anh khéng chéc chan dau em &, nhung anh ké cho em
chuyén nay nha?"
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"Chuyén gi a?"

"Anh c6 vai ngwdi ban gay, ho choi than véi anh, cling cé
vai nguwoi la ban ctia Mei nira, ho da tirng giup Mei vu cla
Josh. H6i d6 t&i model club ho cé ban thdo vé Ryan, qua
that do la mot chang trai vo cung hdp dan, anh da twng
choang vang khi nhin thdy Ryan & cai club d6, vi Lavender
chi cho anh ma, con nhd néi anh ta hot nhét club, dwoc bao
nhiéu nguwdi theo dudi. Nghe néi Ryan la déi twong cla
nhiéu nguwdi. Kho tranh khoi véi mot chang trai dep trai nhw
vay, em co thay thé khéng?"

"Anh biét tlr 13u thé co a?"

"Thi em nghi xem anh dwa dén Lavender subt héi d6, ma
con nho liu lo sudt ngay, lam sao anh cé thé khéng biét mot
ngwoi noi bat nhw vay chr?"

"A," tdi nghi thdm trong dau, tai sao t6i khéng nghi ra nhw
vay nhi?

"Anh nghe nhiéu l&i ddn khéng?"

"Anh c6 nghe néi cau &y bi mot vai nhan vat cé nhiéu tién
quan tam, dac biét l1a gi¢i gay nhw anh ne, nhwng that Iong
ma noi thi theo cam quan cua anh, Ryan khéng phai la gay
dau a, cé 1&8 & cai dat nwdc nay, em biét day, quan hé voi
ngudi ddng phai cling la binh thuwérng ma, c6 thé em bj sbc
do"

"Sau lan gap anh vé, Ryan td ra ghen tuéng v&i anh, em
cha hiéu sao n&ra"

"A ha". Billy mim cudi. "Chac Ryan co thé biét qua vé anh,
anh ay s¢ anh noi voi em chuyén cua Ryan do, nén t6 ra
ghen tubng dé em khoéng tiép xuc nhiéu véi anh dé ma"
"That sao? Ma anh cé biét Ryan la ban trai em trwdc khi
gap khéng?"
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"Biét ch®, sao ma khéng biét, va lai, c6 hém em va Ryan di
cung nhau anh cé nhin thay r6i ma, Ryan cé |1é ciling biét
do, nén chac doi gap kiém c& cach ly em nha".

"Co6 that vay khdng? Thuce ra...em nght anh c6 mbi quan hé
gi do v&i ca ba Mei va Sheryl"

"Mei 1a mét ngudi phu niv ¢d don, ba Ay rat thiéu thdn tinh
cam, bd chdng lau rdi, hai c6 con gai cling khéng gan gii,
con nhoé Lave thi ngang tang qua, gi¢ lai dinh thém nghién
ngap sao ba khéng budn. Hon niva ba 4y rat thwong anh vi
anh la con cla ba anh, méi tinh dau kho dat ctia ba 4y. Con
Sheryl &, c6 ay thi yéu anh that sw, ciing that khd dit ra
khéi mbéi quan hé nhw thé nay,em c6 hiéu khéng? Ho gan
nhw la gia dinh cGa anh rdi, anh khéng bd ho duwoc, anh
thwong ho nhw ruét thit cia minh vay"

"Ho biét anh la gay ch?"
"Biét ch&, Mei chip nhan, con Sheryl thi khéong"
"Nhwng anh thwong Lavender nhéat dung khéng?"

"Dlng rbi, anh thwong con nhd nhét, lic anh gdp em, cha
hiéu sao thdy em gibng nhd t&i thé, co gi do rat twong
df‘)ng, va ty nhién anh cling yéu quy em dac biét nhw vay
do. Co Ié Mei va Sheryl cé chun chuat ghen tudng, cling
khéng sao ma".

"Em trai cua Ryan c6 n6i voi em rang Ryan that sy la gay".
T6i ndi nhw mudn pha dinh toan by nhirng gi Billy muon
noi, nhw muon nodi rang, anh thdi di, anh dirng an Ui t6i nira.

"CAu em trai cia Ryan ha? Néi v&i em hoéi ndo vay? Né,
nghe né, Kin oi."

Anh lai v&i tay ndm chat tay t6i.

"Em gap Ryan ndi chuyén di, nhin vao anh mat cda hai
nguwoi, anh biét do la tinh yéu thyc sy ma, em khong nghe
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anh naéi cling dwgc, nhwng em cling dirng nghe ai ndi ca,
em nghe theo tiéng nadi cda trai tim minh nha".

Va t6i lai khdc, cdm giac nhw ngudi bi dm vay, rdi boi, vira
hy vong vira tuyét vong, vira can vwra bat can, chang biét
néi sao. T6i da soc du, tdi cha con soc niva.

Billy n6i sé dwa toi tré vé nhwng t6i noi t6i sé tw di vé mot
minh, t6i van ngai Billy dwa t6i ra dao, t6i trét néi v&i anh
nha téi & xa tit bén Queens réi ma. Coé thé anh cling biét roi
nhwng thdi ci tw di la tot nhat.

T6i mién man nghi vé nhitng gi Billy ndi, chuyén anh 4y bi
gay tdi khéng con cam thay qua séc niva, nhwng téi nght
khi Billy néi rdng anh &y cdm nhan rang Ryan khoéng thuc
sy 1a gay, va anh 4y nhin thay trong anh méat ctia Ryan ¢6
tinh yéu that sy. Nhwng téi lai nghi, thyc ra dé chi la cam
nhan cla Billy, chlr c6 phai la diéu gi chac chan vay dau.
Va t6i lai budn, cha phai chinh Jess ciing c6 ¢dng nhan rbi
do sao, Garbriel ciing thé, nhitng ngudi & budi tiéc ciing
thé. Nhwng cé mét diéu téi phai thd nhan rang, khi & bén
canh Ryan, ca khi nhin thay anh &y cuwoi, anh ay an, anh ay
vubt téc t6i, anh &y hén t6i, moi hanh dong, khéng mot chut
biéu hién cta gay, k& clia mui cta anh Ay, cling la mui cua
mot nguwdi dan 6ng dich thwe, hay la do téi khdng nhan ra?
Hay la do anh 4y dién trwéc mat tdi? Va clr thé, vira dd 16i,
vira bao chira...

Téi bat di ddng 1én, chi c6 mét tin nhan cua Jess néi rang
can gap téi. Téi goi dién cho chi Thay, noi rang toi bi édm
ndng bay gi® ma&i ngdi day dwoc, khdng kip xin phép Lucy,
xin chj &y xin cho tdi nghi hai ba ngay nira. Chj Thay té vé
lo 1dng va noi rang ctr twdng t6i bi lam sao hay la toi
vé...Viét Nam rdi, con noi Ronie ciing chan nghi hai hém
nay luén. Tiém thiéu tho qua, Lucy chi bdi inh 8i. Téi thé
dai cha biét néi gi.
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Toi goi dién cho Jess, ndi rang déng y gap cau &y noi
chuy&n, hédm no tdi séc qua chwa kip noéi cho ré ngon
nganh, t6i mudén gap Jess ngay mai. T6i thdy Jess rat vui
murng vi tdi cubi cing da chiu m& may. Téi noi tdi sé gap
Ryan, nhwng cho tdi gap cau ay trudc va lam on dirng noi
gl voi Ryan voi, toi clng dn, khéng cé chuyén gi dang lo
hét.

Chiéu hém sau Jess I&n ddo, khoang 3h, t6i di bd ra bén xe
bus dé & phé Maine dé don cau 4y. That may mén cho tai,
trén dwong di thi t6i gap ba dao dién, t6i ndi ngay rang
mudn di gdp 6ng gia. "Oh, I've tried to call you several
times but you gave me the wrong number or something, it
never worked" (O t6i da goi cho ¢d vai lan réi nhwng c6 cho
t6i nham sé hay sao do, khéng két ndi dwoc). "Oh no, its
just something wrong with it, it is OK now, can you give me
your number too?" (O, khéng dau, cé mét chut réc rdi thoi
nhwng bay gi® thi 6n rbi, ba cé thé cho chau sé dién thoai
dwoc khéng?). "Didnt you get my card?" (C6 chwa c6 card
cla tdi sao?). Téi méi chot nhé ra ba 4y c6 dwa cho t6i cai
card tir budi dau gap g&, nhung gi& & dau thi téi khdng thé
nh& ra, ba 4y cho lai cai card, va néi, néu dwoc thi ngay
mai hodc cubi tudn sé di gap 6ng ay". "He's getting better
now?" (Ong 4y da kha hon chwa?). "Poor man" (Ong &y
that toi nghiép). Ba 4y chi ndi thé.

Jess gdp t6i, anh mat cau ay c6 phan ngwong nghiu. Viéc
dau tién 1a Jess héi xem may hdm vira réi téi cd 6n khong?
Téi da goi dién cho Ryan chwa? Chac han t6i budn 1dm? Va
Garbriel.. guu l&>i xin 16i, cd ta cé goi cho t6i khong duorc.
Ryan da biét chuyén va anh ay rat bubn ba may hém nay,
Ryan néi anh sé& dé cho tdi thoi gian dé téi qua con sbc, va
hy vong téi goi dién lai.

"Do you want to go to the lighthouse on this island?" (Anh
c6 muon déen cho ngon hai dang trén dao nay khéng?)

"OK, where is it?" (Ok, n6 & dau vay?)
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"Not so far, we'll walk there, Ryan loves that place” (Khong
xa lam, chung ta sé di bé t&¢i dé , Ryan rat thich cho do).

Va chung téi bat dau di bd vé phia ngon hai dang, cham rai,
t6i hai mot chiéc 14 va vo vo trén tay, lat lai nhin sang bén
kia bor. Thoi tiét that tuyét, néu hém nay t6i dwoc vé ngon
hai dang thi sé& thuan loi hon rat nhiéu.

"Is it your brother REALLY REALLY a gay? Or he's
bisexual? Or he's straight but has relationship with gay
people?" (Co thyc la anh trai cla anh la gay khéng? Hay
anh ay la ngudi ban nam ban n»? Hay anh ay binh thwdng
nhwng c6 quan hé voi gidi gay?)

"Do you feel he loves you?" (Em cé cam nhan duwogc tinh
yéu cta anh 4y khéng?). Jess khéng tra 10i tryc tiép cau tra
|>i cha tdi ma hai lai t6i bang mét cau hdi khac.

"Honestly, | feel it. But there's one thing, we haven't had
ses, that's strange?" (T6i thuc sw cdm nhan duwoc diéu do,
nhwng c6 mét diéu, chang t6i chwa tirng quan hé véi nhau,
nghe co ky la khéng?)

"l know, you'd been to our apartment on that day, | was
awoke when you came, and | was waiting if you guys did
something, | was listening" (T6i biét, hdm em dén nha bon
t6i, lic em dén t6i da thire gidc va ...1ang nghe).

"Too bad it didn't happen right?" (That chan Ia moi chuyén
khéng xay ra phai khong?) Téi mim cwdi nhé nhe.

"l don't know if it is bad or good" (T6i cling khong biét thé Ia
tot hay xau nira).

"So answer my question" (Vay hay tra I1&i cau héi cua t6i di)
"OK,II

Jess dirng lai, thé dai. Cau 4y ding vin tay vao lan can va
cho hai tay l1én di thai dwong.
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"I have to be honest, | don't know, | don't know my brother”
(Thanh that ma ndi, téi khdng biét rd vé anh trai t6i)

"What?" (Gi co?) Tw nhién t6i dé birng ca mat.

"You told me he was gay, he never had a girl friend before,
of course you know, he's gay, right?" (Anh ndi voi toi rang
anh Ay la gay, anh 4y chwa bao gi® c6 ban gai, tat nhién
anh phai biét anh 4y gay dung khéng?)

"If you already knew, you don't have to ask" (Néu em da
biét thi em dau can phai héi).

"But if he's gay, how come he loves me, you know gay men
can't love woman just like me, I'm totally straight, | can't
love a woman" (Nhung néu anh &y gay, lam sao anh 4y cé
thé yéu t6i, anh biét ma mét ngwdi dan éng dong tinh
khéng thé yéu mét ngwdi phu ni, cling nhw t6i, t6i hoan
tdoan binh thuwdng va toi khéng thé yéu mét ngwdi phu ni).

"To tell you this, actually, | don't know my brother much. Our
parents'd been divorced when | was just only 5, | was living
with my mother and my little sister in California, and he was
with my father in Philadelphia, we didn't often keep in touch.
We just met eachother in a couple of occasions and we
both came to New York when we started that model club
and for college, but | am upstate all the time though. | don't
understand his world, | thought he's gay because he TOLD
me he's gay, and because he never showed me that he
loved a woman, except Garbriel, but that's not a kind of love
anyway" (Téi néi cho em biét diéu nay, t6i khdng hiéu anh
trai tOi 1dm. B6 me chung t6i ly di tlr khi t6i mai 5 tudi, toi
song v&i me va em gai & California, con Ryan sbéng v&i bd
& Philadelphia, chung t6i khdng gap nhau thuong xuyén
may. Chung toi chi gdp lai nhau vao mét sb dip va cung dén
New York khi tham gia cau lac bé nguwdi mau va hoc dai
hoc, nhwng t6i & dwdi ngoai 6 hau hét thei gian. Téi khéng
hiéu thé gi¢i cla Ryan, t6i nghi anh 4y gay vi anh 4y noi
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v&i t6i nhw vay, va vi anh 4y chwa bao gi® thé hién tinh yéu
voi mot ngwoi phu nik nao ca, trir Garbriel nhung d6 khdng
han Ia tinh yéu).

Toi lang ngudi tredc nhivng gi Jess noi. Ryan chwa bao
gi® ndi cho t6i biét sw that vé gia dinh anh 4y, tdi khéng hé
biét, t6i chi nhan ra moét diéu rang cé vé Ryan va Jess ciling
khong phai 1a hay noi chuyén va gan gii 1dm, ho nhw séng
& hai thé gioi rieng biét, chi c6 diém twong déng 1a ngoai
hinh va nu cw®i. Va hon bao gid hét, trong t6i tran ngap sw
hy vong vé MOT - RYAN - KHONG - GAY.

"So you mean you are not even sure he's really gay?" (Y
anh 13, anh cling khéng chéc Ryan c6 gay that hay khéng?)
"| dont know anything, and I'm sorry" (T6i xin 16i, t6i khéng
biét). Jess noi, cau Ay rat xuc dong.

"Actually I've changed my mind after that night taking you
home, | talked to my brother, now he doesnt admit he's gay
anymore, when he heard how terrible you were, he said he
doesn't want to lose you, | do believe that's real love" (Thwc
sy t6i da thay dbi tv sau budi téi dwa em vé nham, téi da ké
lai v&i Ryan va bay gi& anh 4y khong thira nhan 1a minh
gay, khi nghe ké lai em da khing hoang thé nao anh 4t noi
khéng mudn méat em, va téi tin d6 la tinh yéu thuc sw).

Va thé 14 t6i bat khoc, tdi dm mat khoc tire twédi.
Jess lai kéo t6i lai va 6m ti rat chat, that toi t&, cam giac lai
giong y nhu trong vong tay cua Ryan.

"OK, OK, I'm sorry, I've been really bad right, everything will
be allright, I'm sorry, sorry".

"No, thank you". Toi noi.
Chung t6i ra t&i ngon hai dang. Téi hdi Jess:
"Is it your father a sailor?" (B6 anh la thiy tht w?)
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"No, he's a captain" (Khéng, 6ng 4y |a thuyén trwdng)
"He's still sailing now?" (Ong &y van di bién chi¥?)

"l dont see him many often, though sometimes | miss my
father, he's old now, he's now selling liquor upstate, and he
HATES modeling things a lot" (T6i khong gép ong éy
thuo’ng xuyén, 6ng ay da gia roi, gi® éng &y m& mot quay
rwou & ngoai 6, va bd téi rat ghét gi¢i ngudi mau).

"May be Ryan does too, and he loves to sail" (C6 thé Ryan
cling vay, va anh ay thich dwgc di bien)

"Yes he does, my sister does too" (Uh, em gai t6i cling thé)

"I saw her pictures in your apartment, she's really talented"
(T6i dé nhin thay nhirng birc tranh cua cb bé trong can ho
cua cac anh, cb ay rat co tai).

"| see you're talented too" (Tdi cling thay em tai nang)

"Do you see me have anything similar with your sister?”
(Anh co thay t6i c6é diem twong dong voi em gai anh
khéng?)

"Alot, that's maybe why we both love you" (Rét nhiéu, c6
thé vi thé ma chung toéi yéu em)

"May be you LIKE me, not LOVE me" (C6 I& anh chi thich
t6i thoi, khdng phai la yéu). Téi nhan manh.

"OK, but the feeling is special, I'm thinking about you
everyday" (Ok, nhwng cam giac do that dac biét, toi nghi
dén em méi ngay).

T6i cwdi nhé nhe.

"l still don't understand the relationship between Garbriel
and Ryan, | mean, even she knew he's gay, she didn't have
to do that to me, do you understand? She hurts me so bad,
and even there's such a truth, | don't need her to tell me"
(T6i khong rd 1&m vé mbi quan hé gitra Garbriel va Ryan,
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co ta biét Ryan gay, c6 ta khdng nén lam thé véi téi, anh co
hiéu y t6i khédng? C6 ay da lam tdn thuwdng téi, thdm chi du
do 1a sw thuc, t6i cling khéng can cd 4y ndi véi téi). Toi noi
day tic gian khi nghi vé Garbriel. Qua that gio t6i chot
nhan ra co ta that doc ac vi da déi x&r v&i téi nhw vay, toi
khéng biét Gar tét véi hai anh em ho thé nao, ra sao, Jess
quy dén dau, nhwng thuc sy cb ta da cho toi mot khoang
thoi gian that khung khiép. C6 ta khéng cé quyén lam tén
thwong téi nhw thé.

"l know, but she's too jealousy, but its not totally her fault,
Ryan shouldnt be in the relationship with her if he didn't
love her that way you know, she was drunk too, but she
feels sorry for it lately" (T6i biét, nhwng Gar da qua ghen
tudng, nhwng cling khong hoan toan Ia I0| cua cb ay, Ryan
khéng nén git» maoi quan hé voi cd ay néu khong yéu, luc
do Gar cling say qua, sau doé cd 4y cling rat héi han).

"So, I'm just another Garbriel right?" (T6i clng la mét
Garbriel dung khéng?)

"No, totally you are not, you are DIFFERENT, gosh, how
can | explain it? You are not, OK, | can tell that, you've
CHANGED my brother, OK? He's trying really really hard to
be with you. | know he has a boyfriend, the artist one, and
some other rich ones fooling around, you don't know how
hard he tries to protect you out of that world. Too bad for
Garbriel, she's already in there, she knew it, and she was
crazy for living in that world and in hope of winning Ryan's
heart, but with you, he won't let you be in there, he admited
that he loves you, that's how you are different, you
understand what | mean?" (Khéng, hdoan tdan khéng, em
thwe sw khac biét, téi cé thé giai thich thé nao bay gi® nhi?
C6 thé noi la, em da thay dbi anh trai tdi, ok? Anh 4y da
thwe sw c¢d gédng dé dwoc & bén canh em. Toi biét anh 4y
cé nguoi tinh, modt hoa si, va mot sd nguwdi giau cé vay
quanh, em khéng thé biét anh 4y da cbé gang nhuw thé nao
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dé bao vé em khai cai thé gidi dé. That tdi cho Gar, cd &y &
trong cudc, cd ay biét moi chuyén va tré nén phat dién vi
cai thé gi¢i dé va vi hi vong chiém hiru duoc trai tim cua
Ryan. Nhwng véi em, Ryan da khéng d& em roi vao thé
gi¢i do, anh ay thira nhan rang yéu em, nhw thé cé nghia la
em thuc sw khac biét, em cé hiéu y t6i khdng?).

"I met his boyfriend, Mr Juicy with nude pictures" (T6i da
gap ngudi tinh cua anh ay, Juicy véi nhirng birc tranh nuy).

"I met him too, he loves Ryan so much" (TGi cing gap 6ng
ay roi, 6ng ay rat yéu Ryan)

"Funny, | didnt see him jealous with me" (Bubn cuwdi that, toi
khéng thay 6ng ay té vé ghen véi t6i).

"May be he doesn't jealous" (C6 thé dng ay khong ghen)
"No way, gay people are terribly jealous, may be they're just
pretending in front of my face" (Khong thé nao, nhirng
nguwoi dong tinh thwdng ghen tudng rat ghé, coé thé ho chi
gia bd trwwdc mat toi).

"Why do they have to do that?" (Tai sao ho phai lam vay?)
"Well, because...I'm different?" (Phai chang b&i vi téi... khac
biét?)

Jess lai mim cuwdi, cau ay ngdi xubng va ngdm ngon hai
dang.

"You played piano nice" (Anh choi dan rat hay)

"Thank you" (Cam on)

"I heard about your relationship with Lave too" (T6i da nghe
noi vé moi quan hé gilra anh va Lave)

"Oh, haha, what did you hear, haha? we were drunk and
she was god damn beautiful" (haha, em d& nghe dwoc
nhirng gi vay? Luc dé bon t6i déu say rwou va cd Ay thi
qua dep).
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"So you couldn't control sometimes right?" (Thinh thoang
anh cling khdong kiem soat dwoc phai khéng?)

"Yes, | couldn't, | mean | liked her too" (Uhm, nhwng t6i
cling thich c6 ay)

"Even you had a girl friend at the time?" (Tham chi ca khi
luc dé anh da coé ban gai)

"Well, that's a place with beautiful people, its hard to know if
you are really have a girl friend" (A, d6 1a noi ctia nhirng
con nguwdi xinh dep, that khd dé biét thwe sw ban da cé ban
gai hay chwa).

"So you don't know what love is" (Thé thi anh sé& khong biét
tinh yéu la gi)

"Of course | know, | can have girl friends, | can have sex
with women, but | can love only love you" (Tat nhién |a t6i
biét, tdi co thé cé nhiéu ban gai, t6i cling c6 thé quan hé voi
nhiéu ngwdi nhwng t6i chi yéu minh em). Jess néi nhw
tham thi va ngwdc nhin 1én toi.

"l see, that's the difference between a man and a woman,
only the man | love could get inside of me" (T6i biét, d6 Ia
sw khac nhau gi(ta mot ngudi dan 6ng va mét nguwdi dan
ba, chi c6 nguwdi dan éng t6i yéu mai co thé dong dén t6i).
Jess cui dau réi hoi ngang lén nhin ra phia xa xa, noi c6
mot con thuyén cé canh budm dang tir to di qua. Téi ngdi
xudng canh Jess, va ca hai cung im l&ng. Téi bat diu thiy
chat gi d6 nhw ¢6 16i thoat cho nhirng sw tuyét vong trong
ldng minh. Téi khéng biét, co6 phai cudc ddi dang thuc sw
phtrc tap nhuw vay hay nhw vay thwe sy ra la...binh thuwdng
nira?

Toi ngdi lam nham hat bai 74-75. Jess ngac nhién vi toi
ctng biét bai hat do, con toi thi cling ngac nhién vi Jess
cling biét, t6i hdi bai hat c6 nghia la la gi? Jess ndéi cau ay

325



cling khéng hiéu y nghia bai hat la gi. Giong Jess rat dé
thwong, ching t6i mim cudi.

5h gio, Jess phai tré vé. Chiing t6i chia tay. Jess sap phai
quay lai upstate roi.

"I'll be missing you Kin" (T6i sé nh& em do Kin)

"Well, may be | do too" (Co |€ tbi cling vay)

"Can't be a couple right?" (Khéng thé thanh mét ddi sao?)

" don't know too" (Tdi cling khéng biét).

Téi d6, t6i m& may dé che dién thoai clia ba dao dién.
Nhwng khéng co ai goi dién hét, téi suy ngh T nhiéu va thay

chéng chénh trong 1dng. Tdi quyét dinh nghi nét hém sau
trwde khi quay lai tiém nail.

Nhwng sang 8h ba dao di&én da goi dién néi rang chung toi
di tham éng gia théi, 6ng 4y yéu Iam roi. Tdi nghe xong dién
thoai ma roi nwéc mat. Trwdce khi ra khdi nha, t6i lai thap
mot nén hwong.

Ba dao dién va t6i bat xe bus dé rbi di bd ra phia dau dao
noi cé bénh vién tdm than, noi rang 6ng gia dang & do.
Ong 4y méi & bénh vién Bellevue bén Manhattan tr& vé.
Toi héi ong ay bi lam sao? Ba ay noi 6ng ay bi tiéu dwong
nang, c6 lé cling g|a| doan cubi roi. Toi h0| khéng biét 6ng
ay viét xong cuon tiéu thuyét chwa, 6ng 4y phai viét xong
da chr, 6ng 4y c6 ngudi than khdong? "May be he's already
finished, hopefully, he has no relatives, we are his relatives"
(C6 thé Ia 6ng &y da hoan thanh rdi, hy vong thé, éng &y
khéng cé nguwoi than, ching ta 1a ngwdi than cia 6ng ay).
T6i nghe ma thwong 6ng 4y vo cung.

Ong gia cta tdi nam trén gudng, nang nhoc vi than hinh to
béo bénh tat, th& nang nhoc, nhung 6ng van 6m mét cudn
sach truwdc nguc.
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"Oh my dear, look who is it? | am bringing you your little
lovely friend here" (Oi 6ng ban than mén, nhin xem ai t&i
nay, t6i dwa cd ban nhé dang yéu dén tham ong nay). Ba
dao dién vira néi diu dang vtra 6m va hon 6ng ay mot cai.
Thay vay, toi cling t&i hon éng dy mot cai lén ma.

"Oh, my god". Ong &y kéu lén. "I've been kissed by a girl"
(Téi vira dwge co gal nay hon nay). "Oh oh, you are a lucky

BOY" (Oh, 6ng qua la mét chang trai may man) Ba dao
dién tréu dua. Téi cuwdi rat twoi va ndm tay 6ng ay.

"How | miss your beautiful smile" (Téi da nhé nu cwdi xinh
dep cua cb biét may).

"How are you lately? | didn't know you are sick, I'm sorry,
have you finished your book?" (Strc khde clia 6ng thé nao
rdi, chau khéng biét dng bi 6m, chau réat tiéc, 6ng da hoan
thanh cudn sach chwa?)

"Well, almost, we only need to be published now" (Bay gio
chung ta chi can xuat ban nira thoi).

"What is its end?" (Thé két cuc clia n6 ra sao?)

"End up meeting a beautiful Vietnamese girl!" (Két thuc
bang viéc gap g& mot cd gai Viét Nam xinh dep).

"You're funny, haha" (Ong that vui tinh haha).
"No, I'm not"

"Oh, so you created a Vietnamese character because of me
right?" (O, 6ng da sang tac ra mét nhan vat ngwoi Viét Nam
vi chau phai khéng?)

"Exactly, and that Vietnamese character is you" (Chinh xac,
va nhan vat doé chinh la cé)

"Oh no, that is a great honor" (Oi, d6 qua la mét vinh dw
tuyét voi).
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"Well, and | did not created it, because the character is real,
let me tell you a secret " (Ma téi khéng can sang tao b&i vi
nhan vat dé cé that, dé& t6i néi cho c6 nghe mét bi mat).
Ong gia v& thi thdm ghé vao tai téi: "The story is about my
life dear" (Cau chuyén ké vé cudc doi clia toi).

"Oh, wow". T6i thét Ién.
"So | must read it" (Chau sé phai doc nd).

"Yeah everybody should, he has an incredible life, he saved
hundred of people, right? Old pa?, I'll make a movie about
you someday." (Moi ngu®i déu nén doc, dng dy c6 mot
cudc doi phi thweng, 6ng dy da clru hang tram nguwdi. Mot
ngay t6i sé lam mot bd phim vé 6ng day)

"Must see it!" (Nhat dinh phai xem né r6i). Ong gia cuwdi ha
ha roi dwa tay 1én ngwc ra vé rat tw hao.

"Things still going well with your beautiful boyfriend?"
(Chuyén vé&i anh ban dep trai cia c6 van on chr?). Cau hoi
quen thudc.

To6i im 1ang va nghen 101 lai, t6i mudn ké cho ong ay biét
bao nhiéu la chuyén. Thé r6i mat téi ngan ngan, ca hai
nguw®i deu da nhin thay thai do cua toi.

"Are you OK?" (C6 6n ch¥?). Ba dao dién hdi.

"Something wrong is going on right?" (Cé diéu gi khéng én
sao?)

"He's gay" (Anh &y la gay). T6i noi khéng lén tiéng.
"He's what?" Ba dao dién sirng sbt.

"Oh my dear, really? | don't think so, is it some one crazy
telling you so? Oh" (Oi, that sao? T6i khong nght thé, co ké
dién rd nao noi voi co vay sao? Oi) Ong gia nam tay téi va
noi véi giong day dé danh.

"I'm sorry to hear that" (Téi rat tiéc). Ba dao dién noi.
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Toi lang nguwdi d6i chat moi khi clr phai ndi 1én "nbi dau”
cua minh.
"He told you he's gay?" (Anh 8y néi v&i cd rang anh &y la
gay sao?)

"No, he hasn't, but everybody is telling me that" (Khong,
nhwng moi ngudi déu néi vay).

"Who is everybody?" (Moi nguw&i la ai?)

"His friepds, his brother,, and | even met his boyfriend" (Ban
bé anh ay, em trai anh ay, chau tham chi con gap ca nguoi
tinh cua anh ay)

"That is bad. I'm sorry." (That té, toi rat tiéc)

Téi thdy minh hoi nwc cudi khi hdm nay di tham 6ng gia,
dang nhé phai cuwoi that twoi va lam cho 6ng ay vui thi
chwa chi t6i da iu xiu nhw thé nay khién 6ng 4y sé bubn
thém, nhwng cé 1é t6i da khdéng "control" dwgc ban than
minh. Day la ltc tdi qua nhay cdm va kho cé thé xi sw nhw
binh thudng.

"That's OK, honey, it is normal here that you meet and fall
in love with a gay one, that is normal, don't be scared" (C6
bé, viéec cd gap g& va yéu moét ngudi gay la mét chuyén
binh thwong & day, dirng so hai).

"You think he's gay?" (Ong c6 nghi anh 4y gay khéng?)

"No | don't, the first time | met him, | was shocked that he
was beautiful beyond my imagination, and that | could tell in
his eyes how much love he had for you, ooh, how jealous |
was" (Khéng! Lan dau tién nhin thay anh ta, t6i da sbc vi
anh 4y dep hon ca twéng twong cla toi, va téi cd thé ndi la
nhin vao déi mat cta anh &y, cé thé thay tinh yéu anh 4y
danh cho cb, 6i, t6i that Ia ghen ti do)

"You see him love me?" (Ong thdy anh 4y yéu chau u?)
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"Pretty much" (Rt nhiéu)

"May be he's bisexual or something, because a gay man
can never love a woman, | haven't asked him" (Cé thé anh
4y bi 4 nam ai nir hodc gi do, b&i vi mot nguwdi gay khong
bao gi® yéu phu ni¥, chau ciing chwa héi anh ay).

"Hey girl, listen, what ever happens, don't hurt yourself, it is
nothing if some other people try to hurt you, but it is the
most terrible thing if you hurt yourself. The feelings inside
us are like water, we can pour it away out of our bodies if
we want to and don't ever pollute it by yourself. Are you
scared right? Have you met him and talked or just been
blaming yourself lately? Hey, TO GET OVER THE FEAR,
THAT IS TO FACE WITH THE FEAR." (Nghe nay cbé gai, du
bat c chuyén gi xau ra, dirng lam tén thwong minh, khéng
la gi c& néu cé ai d6 cd gang lam tén thuwong ¢, nhung sé
2 diéu toi t& nhat néu co tw lam ton thwong chinh minh.
Cam xuc trong chung ta cling glong nhw nuwéc vay, ching
ta c6 thé trat né ra khdi ngwdi néu mudn va dirng dé né am
anh minh. Bay gio cd dang cam thay so hai pha| khong?
Co6 s& gap anh 4y dé noi chuyén hay chi ngoi than trach
ban than? Hey, hay vwot qua ndi so' hai bang cach dbi dién
v@i chinh nd).

"Well, and even if he's really a gay one, | could tell why he
loves you that much. Kind-hearted, smart and beautiful girl,
what a damn losing you, even he's gay he must hide it to
keep you." (Va tham chi néu anh &y thuc s 1a gay, toi cling
c6 thé hiéu vi sao anh &y yéu co nhiéu nhw vay. Mot cb gai
xinh dep, théng minh va tbt bung, that ngu ngbc néu dé mét
cd, tham chi néu anh 4y cé gay ciing phai gidu di dé gitr 14y
cO)

"Thank you for your kind sympathy" (Cam on 6ng vi da
ddng cam va&i chau)
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"That is not a mere sympathy, those are the words from my
heart" (D6 khong chi la sy thwong cam dau, dé la nhirng 1oi
tl trai tim t6i)

"Well, its not a big deal comparing with your health now,

may you get well soon, that is more important” (Bay gi¢ 6ng
phai mau khée lai, d6 m&i la dieu quan trong).

"Oh, | am getting well now" (O, t6i dang dan khde lai day).

Téi budn. Thwe sy 1a vay, vi t6i nhin thay cé giot nwéc mat
trong mat ba dao dién, t6i nghi dén ba ngoai ctia minh khi
moi ngwdi an Ui ba rang rdi ba sé khai, rdi sé dan ba di siéu
thi va ca... tiép tuc choi bong ré & san nha téi nira. T6i lai
chdy nwéc mat, that may, 6ng gia sé nghi rang t6i dang
khoc vi cau chuyén tinh bi dat cua téi chir khéng phai vi
éng ay.

"You want me to sing Amazing grace for you?" (Ong cé
mudn chau hat bai Amazing Grace cho 6ng nghe khéng?)

"Oh, how glad, come on" (O, tuyét qua).

Amazing grace 1a bai hat dwoc John Newton viét I&i ting
cho nhirtng ngudi nd 1& vao thé ky 18, tiéng Anh goi day la
"hymn". Sau d6é né dwoc phd nhac va tré thanh mét giai
diéu quen thudéc cia nhirng nguwdi theo dao Thién Chua
gido. Hau nhw ca si ndi tiéng nao cla nwdc My ciing tirng
cover lai bai hat nay, va nguwoi My ai ciing biét dén né nhw
mot folk song phé bién nhat.

Téi da "phai 1dng" bai hat nay khi nghe thay n6é dwoc hat
acapella d&m nén cho mau quéng cao kéu goi giup d& tré
em nghéo déi trén khap thé gi¢i nam toi 13 tudi.

Va 14 tudi, t6i da hat bai hat nay trong nha the dé tang
nhirng nguwoi gia trong mét trai dwdng lao, cho du téi khéng
theo dao Thién chua giao.
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HOm nay téi sé hat tang 6ng gia cla t6i, vira hat, va vira
khoc:

"Amazing grace, how sweet the sound

That sav'd a wretch like me!

| once was lost, but now am found,

Was blind, but now | see."

Ong 4y ndm tay tdi.... "Hey, | love you, girl, | really do, how |
wish | could be 40 years younger to marry you" (Hey, toi
yéu cd, cb gai a, téi wéc gi minh tré ra 40 tudi dé co thé cau
hén cb)

"l love you too, I'd love you marry you if you want to" (Chau

cling yéu 6ng, néu 6ng mudn chau sé rat vui Iong dwoc 6ng
cau hoén do).

Chung toi cudi. Toi sé& doc cudn tiéu thuyét cia éng Ay,
chac chan vay.

DAy 14 14n cubdi cung t6i dwoc ndi chuyén véi 6ng ay, va hat
cho 6ng ay nghe.

Ping ven séng, tdi lai ngdm nhin Manhattan cao 16 nhd,
phia xa xa la hai cai cap treo mau dé dang chuyén nguwoi ti
dao sang Manhattan va nguwoc lai. Téi nhé minh va Ryan
da twng deng 6m nhau trén cai cap treo do va nhin vé phia
ngon hai dang nho xiu.

"TO GET QVER THE FEAR, THAT IS TO ,FACE WITH THE
FEAR". "Dé vuwot qua ndi so, do la phai doi mat vé&i ndi so".

Bay gid, t6i s& dbi mat v&i ndi so ctia chinh minh.

"Hi, Ryan"

"Hey...."

"Can you please answer me?" (Anh c6 thé trd 1&i em duwoc
khong?)
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"Are you gay?" (C6 phai anh la gay?)

"No, | am not, and | LOVE YOU" (Khéng, va ANH YEU
EM).

Va t6i thi nhan véi ban mot diéu nhé, 1an dau tién Ryan noi
vOi tdi ba tr d6 day!
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Phan 50

Lang im, t&i dap dién thoai, td6i khéng mubn néi thém cau
nao nira, t6i chi ch® thé théi, t6i khéng mudn thém I&i giai
thich. Téi s cai diéu tét dep t6i vira nghe thay s& chuyén
héa thanh diéu gi do téi té ngay tlrc khac. Toi tat han dién
thoai, nguwdi lai run Ién, rdi t6i N& nu cwdi Mot minh, cwoi
ma nwéc mat ol tran ra. Toi khong miéu ta dwoc cam giac
lac d6, chi biét n6 vira gibng nhw moét diéu gi do khing
khiép dwoc trut bo, nhw mot niém hanh phuc, nhwng niém
hanh phuc 4y rdt mong manh.

Tré vé nha, t6i udng hai vién thubdc ngl. Va t6i ngti mé mét
réi tinh gidc vao luc 2h dém ma khéng bi danh thirc. Toi
that mét mai va x4au xi, co 1& ai cling nhin thay, b6 me muébn
t6i dwoc thye sy binh yén.

Téi ngdi day bat may tinh. Ngoéi doc lai nhirng birc thw ban
bé g, va ca nhirng birc t6i gri di, ngdi mo tim nhirng cau
chuyén tinh yéu, vé nhirng trang web va nhirng bai bao viét
vé van dé déng tinh, cé lic nwéc mat (ra ra vi thdy minh
nhw mot phan & trong dé.

Toi dén tiém sang hdm sau. Cam theo blrc tranh, vi hdm
nay t6i sé gap va tang anh bt tranh nay.

Vira bwdc chan vao tiém la da thay nhirtng khuén mat soi
moi ngang nhin tdi. M6t cai nhin sac lanh va gian div cla
Lucy.

1h chiéu chi Thdy mé&i dén, chj &y hai tdi da &n chwa va néi
rang t6i thwc sw trong rat xanh xao. Chj 4y néi hinh nhw
Ronie da xin bd lam va Lucy chac ciing chuan bj tinh than
"thanh Iy" t&i. Téi cwdi va noi tdi cling chuan bi di day. Lucy
nghi rang tdi da xui bay gi d6 véi Ronie va hai d&a cung
trén bé chd nay. May hém nay Helen nhw phat dién va Lucy
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khéng ngirng néi nhirng 10 cay nghiét vé téi. Ca tiém ciling
duwoc thé hua vao, nhat Ia Tai. Khong chi vay, Tai con noi
rang t6i va Ronie cay tiéng Anh tét da xui khach hang b di
chd m&i ma hai diva "dinh gay dwng".

Chi cé mét lic chung téi thAm thi véi nhau khéng dé y ma 'y
nhw rang "dd dac" cua tdi da lai mat tich. Khach goi, t6i lai
phai dung tam cai que cla chi Thay, t6i ldng Iang du biét
thtra tha pham la ai. That khong may man, dé la mot vij
khach rat kho tinh, cho du da tré thanh khach quen cla tdi,
nhwng do t6i dung que khdng quen nén wax hoi qua tay,
ma c6 1& do tam trang khéng 6n dinh niva. Pay lai 13 vi
khach san siu trng soi 16ng may mét, nén ba ay da tdé ra
khé chiu va hoi gat géng. Va chi doi c6 thé, Lucy lai mang
tdi. Toi liéc nhin Tai, anh ta len 1én nhin tdi kiéu nhw mot
con cho sép bi danh don vi lam gi téi 16i. Va trong tiém bat
dau co tiéng xi xao. Lily di ra va hoi t6i day gay géat: "Nay,
Ronie dang & dau vay? Nhan gium la vé ngay di, bd di ma
khéng thanh toan nhw vay dwoc sao?". Téi ngwdc nhin va
chang tra 1 niva.

Toi bat di déng 1én, va goi cho Ryan.

"Hey, can you come take me from this nail salon?" (Anh c6
thé don em tai tiém nail khéng?)

T6i cdm blc tranh I1&n va cho chi Thdy cung vai ngudi
khach xem. Chi Thiy ha héc mdm va kéu lén vé day kinh
ngac vi khéng ng® t6i c6 thé vé dwoc mét birc tranh nhw
thé. Birc tranh dwoc 16ng trong mot cai khung gb ma téi da
mua t rat 1au & ctra hang d6 cii trén ddo. May nguoi
khach ho chuyén tay nhau va xuyt soa, ho néi rang sao toi
khéng theo nghé hoa si vay. Sw "x6n xao" nho nhd khién
cho nhirng ngudi con lai dé y.

"Cai gi cling gidi, cau trai cling gioi".
Co6 em gai cua Lucy va Lily da tir tiém bén kia di sang. Vira
nhin thay t6i da kéu Ién: "A, bo cua Ronie da t¢i day ha, thé
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da héi dwoc con ré dang tron & dau chwa vay Lucy? Gai &
nha bay gi® ghé ha, ciing biét chim cd dé duwgc & lai nwdc
My dé a nha".

Phai cong nhan do la mét nguoi phu nik ghé gom. Toi im
lang trwdce tat ca bon ho.

C6 |18 Ryan da sép t&i. Lang 18, t6i lay 4o khoac, goi ghém
lai bire tranh, drng mim cudi noi chuyen phiém v&i may

nguwoi khach dang ngdi 1am chan, vui vé la thuwéng, coi nhw
moi |&i thi phi bén tai cling chi la khéng khi.

"Tro nhi".

Va Ryan cla t6i da dén. Anh ding trwéc clra tiém, tim toi
nhw ngrng dap khi nhin thdy hinh dang cda anh. Téi vay
anh vao day. Ryan budc vao. Mot canh twong hiém thay
trong tiém, khi tat cd déu ngwng céng viéc dé& ngudc lén
nhin anh. C6 em géi danh da céa cdy cda hai "ba co" ha hoc
mom nhin khi anh tién vé phia t6i, twa nhw khéng thé tin ndi
do 1a moét con ngwdi bang xwong bang thit va la ban cua
t6i. Vi khach téi dang néi chuyén, cling quén ludn phai tra
I>i cau hdi tdi dang héi. Tat cd dwong nhw b déng lanh
trong gidy phut. Téi 6m blrc tranh, d& dac cla t6i & day
khéng cé gi ngdai que wax va hai chiéc nhip thi da bi lay
mat réi. T6i ndm tay anh dé& anh dan ra khaéi tiém. T6i gép
chi Thuy dang ngoal nguwdi nhin ching t6i chadm cham (o,
ban dau gan clra. "Tam biét chi nhé, cdm on chi, néu co
duyén chung ta sé gap lai"

T6i da tra lai moi mét moi nhun nhwdng cho ho phia sau
lwng.

"You've been missing me?" (Em c6 nh& anh khéng?)
"A lot" (R&t nhiéu)
"l do too" (Anh cling vay).

336



T6i thay anh khoc, 1an dau tién téi thy anh khéc. Téi ngdm
nhin nguw®i dan éng tuyét dep clia minh dé& xem anh "gay"
nhw thé nao. Néu thuc sy anh la gay thi t6i sé& lam sao
day? Téi sé phan (rng thé nao day? T6i sé& bd chay? Tam
thworng nhw bao ¢6 gai khac. Tai sé& & lai, cam chiu roi tré
nén dién ré6 nhw Garbriel? Ngay dén Ryan ciing khéng
mudn t6i gibng Gar nira la t6i? T6i dac biét co ma, co phai
nhirng I1&i anh dang ndi la that khéng, that hay khong? Gay
hay khéng gay?

Chung t6i ding ven dwdng dé sang bén kia, noi dé chiéc
xe quen thudc cla anh. Ryan ndm chat tay t6i va téi ciing
&ém chét bire tranh. Anh gan nhuw mat hon. Téi giat tay lai vi
so birc tranh roi. M6t chiéc 6 t6 to lao 1&n v&i téc dd chong
mat, ma anh lai dng yén, t6i thét Ién va kéo anh lai. Chi
mot tich tac thoi tdi khéng kéo kip anh thi chac chan anh da
bi dam chét. Nguwdi t6i run 1&én ban bat. Téi &m anh that
chéat, anh that sy khiing hoang t&i thé hay sao? "I'm afraid
of losing you, Ryan" (Em rat s¢ mét anh, Ryan). Cudi ciing
t6i cling biét trong ldng minh dang ngh gi.

Chuang téi Ién xe.

Anh thi nhan rang anh khong thé hiéu ndi cam giac cla
minh khi nhin thay t6i. Anh da da lang thang tim kiém tdi
khap moi noi. Anh nh& anh mat cuda t6i, nhé khudén mat cla
t6i, nh& cai dang bé nho cla t6i. Anh da bat khéc mot minh
khi tim dwoc ra toi.

Anh ghen tudng khi thdy t6i & bén nhirng ngudi dan éng
khac.

Cang tiép xtc véi toi anh cang thay hanh phuic va binh yén
vi t6i cho anh nhitng cam giac rat dac biét, cam xuc cla
moét tinh yéu thwc sw. Va bai vi ti giong c6 em gai ma anh
v0 cung yéu thwong.

Cam xuc danh cho toi la sw tran trc_)r]g, va muﬂén,"tén
hwédng" nham nhi tirng ti mét nhw mot dieu gi dé de do vo.
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Anh da gbng minh dé tdi khéng bi sa chan vao cai thé gigi
"phtrc tap” cua anh. Sau khi gap i, Juicy da chdp nhan
moi quan hé gilra hai chung t6i va noi rang anh ta cling
hiéu vi sao t6i lai dwoc Ryan yéu dén thé.

Pén gi® thi t6i da hiéu, hiéu ra rat nhiéu diéu. Tdi cé nhan
ra, anh thuc sy khac nhiéu so véi 1an dau nhin thay vé bé
ngoai cao sang va lich 1am cta anh. Anh gdy hon, sam di,
ndi it hon, luén suy nght nhiéu twa nhv moét nguwdi dang vat
16n v&i cude sbng, sao tdi khéng nhan ra nhi? La vi t6i ngay
tho qua hay t6i ¢b tinh tw Itra d6i minh. Téi cling hiéu cai ty
"glad" ctia moi ngu®i. Ho déu biét mdi quan hé nay, con toi
thi khéng, ho "glad" vi ho thdy Ryan thay dbi, va vi t6i dang
thwe sy dwoc anh 4y yéu.

Tat c& moi thi, trir viéc ndi cho téi nhirng mdi quan hé "toi
16i" ctia minh, con moi I&i néi yéu thwong va cdm xuc déu
la co that.

"l wanted to stop everything just to be with you"

"And | am trying so hard"

"OK". Téi thi tham.

T6i n6i Ryan hay lai xe dwa t6i ra bién. T6i van biét wéc mo
di bien nhv b6 anh. Chung t6i muon nhin bién, t6i mudn
biét cai cam giac muon dwgc doi mat v&i ménh mong nhw
anh.

Téi nam xubng, gbi dau lén chan anh, lang im, nwéc mat
tudn roi. Xe bang qua dong nguoi hdi ha, cd mot thé gisi
on ao da ng & ngoai kia. Nhirng hang cay ven dwong da ra
day la at xanh nhirng bong hoa cudi cung cla mua xuan,
t6i nh¢ t&i bdng hoa ma cé khién hai cung nhé dén nhau,
tinh cdm cé thé 1a c6 that chir, vi néu khéng sao nguoi ta
c6 thé déng cam t&i nhw vay?
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Va toi nga, thiép di khéng mong mi.
Bién New York - da 4h chiéu.

Troi hoi tham tdi nhwng van cé anh sang. Nwéc bién lanh
lung. T6i cAm blrc tranh dat 1én trwdc bién nhuw thé dé 1a
mot ngon hai dang c6 thwec dang hién hiru. Anh cadm blrc
tranh va hon 1&n d8. Anh dirng nhin, mét long lanh. Téi ndm
tay anh.

Chung t6i ng6i xudng bai cat, toi bdo téi van hay goi 1én
chan anh, gio anh co6 thé gbi Ién chan téi hay khéng? Anh
nam xudng va gbi vao long t6i. Toi vudt téc mai téc dai va
can Ién tai anh nhw anh van lam véi t6i. Anh nhdm mét, tay
bén kia vAn ndm chat blrc tranh. Téi dm anh vao 1ong.

Thoi gian dang tréi di lang 18 , c6 may canh chim chao
nghiéng bay trdi theo nhirng vach xam & cudi dwong chan
troi. Toi nhin ra bién, twéng twong mét ngon hai dang.

Bién, canh chim, nhirng ngon hai ding, dong séng, dng gia
tat nguyén, tiém nail, nhirtng mau xanh dé ctia nwdc son
méng tay éng anh,chiéc dan piano, con ché dang mé mai
chay, Lave, Jess, Billy....

Nhitng noi 8y, nhitng chd &y, nhitng khuébn mat &y, la
nhirng manh ghép ctia mét thdi ky e manh liét caa téi. Mot
thoi ma, c6 nhirng ngwdi dan 6ng ky la, va mot co gai tuyét
dep, da rat yéu toi...va téi ciing thé...
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