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Dear Students,

[t gives me great pleasure in penning @ few
words for the nd edition of our E-Magozine. The
theme of this magezine is ‘Muslims who
Contributed 1o the Development of our Notion', |
find this is o very apt topic in foday’s context.
We are oll citizens of Sri Lenka ond as we oll
brow, Sri Lanka is o wmulti-ethnic, multi-cultural
country. When we turn the pages of history ond
ook back, our forefothers have played major roles
in the development ond growth of our

beautiful motherlond; this is beoutifully
represented in this magozine. Through this
magazine, | hope that all of our students will be
inspired and motivated fo make their own
individual contributions to our country. | hope ona
pray oll of us will play a role in o more united
and peaceful Sri Lanbko.



| om omozed by the talents our students hove
displayed during these pondemic years. The idea
of amalgomating all formats of media info an
e-magozine is truly creative. The resilience thot
you, students, display constantly amozes me. Many
congratulations to the Media and Communicotion
Society, both past and present,

| toke this opportunity to thenk all the students
who fook time out to submit their precious

cubmissions,

Your Principal,
Me, Aminag Zuhair
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Qeody to go back in fime?

Qemember those who contfributed fowards the
unity of the country and stood during the most
difficult times of the countrys independence
movement?

Among them were the Muslim leaders who played @
significant role in the Ceylon National Congres
between the years 1919 to 1947, From founding
institutions to enhonce the education and medicol
sector fo associating with various other leaders in
promoting peace, these leaders have contributed
immensely to our motherland.

The g-magozine is our first ever project o
JE the Medio ond Communicotion Society

(20717907, Things hoppened swiftly,
becouse we were assigned to work on
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this project right ofter we were appointed
as the associotes of the Media and
Communication Society. When we were
informed about this project, we took this A
os our opporfunity fo learn new skills and Showcase
our feam work. Brainstorming, thoughts streamed us
oll into o world full of magnificent ideas. We had
to pivol our thoughts on the development of our
country by our leoders which is o fopic thet most
of us dont think about.

As o team, we faced many chellenges such o
ditficulties in edeptability, fechnical issues, time
monagement and <o much wmore. Yet, our team rose
up ageinst these challenges, worked all dey ond
night compiling and designing the magazine.

Our objective is to highlight to you how our

country wos developed by the contributions of
gibour great, courageous ond infellectuol
B0 Muslim leoders, We hope fo enthrel our
audience along their little journey

through our e-megozine.
6




Despite the changes in foday's
schooling system, the Medie and
Communicotion Society was successgul in - 4
conducting the competition relating to thiséé
theme to enrich the knowledge of our students
ond allow them fo express themselves in any woy
their hearts desired. To frigger the creative side
0f our young journalists, video enfries were
accepted as well.

The competition was held online, allowing both
Primary ond Secondary Schools to submit a ronge of
entries, showcasing their journalism skills,

Take o glance with us of some of the amazing
entries which stood out from the ret,

Keep reading, it's one of the most marvelous
pdventures thet onyone con hove

- Lloyd Alexander.
Pleasant reading to our audience!

—NATAHAH KHALAE AND FARAH RAFIC

(EDITOR—IN—CHIEF AND ASSOCIATE EDITOR)
7
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Afebnawlespomestt
We, the members of the Media
ond Communicetion Society
(202179077 would like to express our
utmost appreciation to the school and the
teachers who constantly guided us
throughout the process of creating the
e-magazine,

To our Principal, Madom Amina Zuhair; thonk
you for giving us this golden opportunity of
releasing the e-magazine for the
second consecutive year. Having received
this unique theme about the development
of our notion, without odoubt it has
enhanced our knowledge and opened a
pethway to chowcase our
patriotism towards our motherland,




To Madom Gnei Sharmeleen Girsy
(Vice Principal Senior), Madom
Nasika Thouteek (Vice Principal
Academic), Madam Sarah Hussain
(Vice Principal Technical), Modam Azmin
Ziyard (Vice Principal Primary) and the
cectional heads and deputy sectional heods;
thank you for assisting and giving us this
responsibility of making it possible 1o
publish the e-magazine.

To Miss Saranya Ariharen (Coordinetor of
the co-curricular activities); thank you
for approving our content and acsisting us
throughout the compilation process.

To Miss Maleeha Zubair and the

o Shorioh Committee; we thank you
947 for putfing your immense effort in
moking <ure the content of

our e-megazine is according 1o
10




the Shariah guidelines.

To the teacher in charge of
the Medio and Communication Society &
Miss Mass Shiara Usuf ond Society &
Teacher Miss Fazno Imtioz ; thank you
for being our pillars of support who
pushed us in endeavoring our goals in the
preparation of the magazine.

To Miss Praveena Dulpandan Aniff, Miss
Chadijah [mon Higath and Miss Mona
Jeneefer; thank you for toking your tfime
in editing and proofreading the content of
the magezine end adding to its worthinecss,

To our supporting student advisors
(2020/97071); we are extremely glad for
cyour endless advice ano

o® reossurance which surely proved fo
enlighten us during this

wonderful experience.
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Lastly, to oll those who £

participoted dedicatedly and =
designed the moagozine remarkably
with their personal creative shills,
we would like to extend our unfeigned
grotitude to you. Your entries certainly
made this magezine complete.




Sei Lanka is an island like no other
Roce, caste, religion does not matter,
I helping 1o build the lond up high,
Lots of efforts did meny try.
A howe for mony patriots,
Never did they think of thot!
Cnown not to many people, untold
A legend left for us fo behold,
Many religions did unite,
Untold history for us fo toke pride
Some gave in silent honour,
Let us not forget them for ever and ever.
I uplifting our mother lands soul,
Muslims too played an important role.
flavviniaky ffueeq,
" hCA
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Ao M. A Azeez, o reputed Sri Lankan Muglims

intellectual, was born in Vannarponni, Jafgno
on October &, 19171

He joined as the first Muslim civil servent
and worked in various positions in different
parts of the country for 13 years. [n 1948,
he became the principal and developead
Jahive College.

Azeez thought that wodern education ¢ the
only tool for the progress and upward sociel
habilitation of the Muslim community from its
bachwardness. He formed the Ceylon Muclim

fund in 1940 that helped thousends of needy
Muslim students to continue their educetion.



He gave strong leadership to the Muslim
community in Sei Lanka for more than three

decodes from the early 1940s and he will be
remembered forever,

He passed away on November 26th, 1979 of
age of 67. He was very much respected by
both Muslims and Tomils and also by the
Sinhalese for his service to the communities
and the nation,

Liggn Vg
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Muslims heve been living in serenity and unenimity
i this picturesque islond for over o century. They
heve been collaborating and fortifying for the
colidarity and honour of Sri Lonka since the
pre-colonial times. The European colonial rule hod
been put 1o an end in 1948, when different
communities, including the Muslims unanimously fought
against the British. Many ctill remember the service
rendered by the following Muslim leaders;

Or. T. B, Joyah

Tuon Burhenudeen Joyeh was o Sri Lonkan
educationalist, politicion, diplomat ond o leader of
the Muslim community. He wos a school teacher of
first and then retived as o principal of Zahira
College 27 yeors later. He had studied of St.
Thomas™ College and the University of London.
Moreover, he became o part of the United

Netional Party in 1946, 19



Siv €ozib. Fareed

Fareed wes o Ceylonese proprietor,

politician, diplomat and o philanthropist. He was
the ftormer Cabinet Minister of Trade, Senator,
Member of Parlioment and State Council. He hod
olso served as Ceylon's High Commissioner in
Pobistan, Furthermore, he studied ot Qoyal

College end wes part of the United National Party
in 1969,

Or. M. C. M. Kaleel:

Deshamanoya Dr. Mohamed Cossim Mohomed Koleel
was o Ceylonese physicion, philanthropist and
politician. He studied ot St. Thomas™ College and
was o pert of the United Netional Party in 1990.
He had also written books such as the Political
Winds of Change: Legislative Speeches of Or. M. C.
M. Kaleel.

18
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Or. Badi-ud=din Mahmua:

Deshamenayo Al-Haj Bodi-ud=din Mohmud was o Sri
Lankan politicion, He served tor 10 years as the
Minister of Education and 2 years as the Minister
of Health ond Housing. He was o part of the Sri

Lankon Freedom Party in 1977 end hod ctudied of
Zohira ond Wesley College.

i
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Sti Lanko’s Muslim community is spread across
the country. Traders from the Middle Eag
oreived in Sri Lanko in the 7th century AD.
[slam began to flourish in Sri Lanka from the
past to present. Meny Muclims hove moade
meny contributions to the development of our
motherland,

Sir €azik Foareed is one of those who
increased the education stendards among the
Muslim community; he established the Muslim
Ladies” College in his own land. He <tarted
the Teacher Training College in Althikamao.

20



Deshabandu Jezima [smail s o Sri Lankan
educator and o social activist who has also
cerved as an advocate for humon rights. She
has worked in several international
organizations on human rights.

Me. Ao M. A Azeez was an educator and
o social worker. Azeez helped landless
Muslims in the Eastern province become
prosperous, meking it the granary of Ceylon,

M.Z. Latitf is a Sei Lankon senior police
officer; he is specialized in counter
fervorism. His fenure, as o commandant of
the <pecial task force, saw o major enti-drug
compalgn,

21
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Madam Fareedo \A/ahob S one o& H\e "
inspiring women who hes worked for our
country. She hos worked in the Educetion
Ministry and o5 o principal of many schools.

Our Madam €ashida Mohideen was o leading
lady in the sphere of educational services

of Sri Lankao.,

So, these are some of the Muslime who
contributed to the development of Sri Lanka.

Wama, {148,410
o3
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THE PROPHET MUHAMMED (PBUH) HAS SAID:
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Wadav Jegivna, [sunail
Madam Jezimoa [smail woas born in 1930 in the
village of Sainthemaruthu, o village which s
obout two and holf wmiles away from Kalmunai,
Ampara district, Her foather was an irrigation
efgineer, her mother was o homemaber ond
her grandfother served as o frustee of a
mosque.
Jezima come from o conservative family ond
her father encouraged her fo pursue
education, She received her primary ond
cecondary education at St Bridget’s Convent,
Colombo. Her mother’s cide of the family was
heavily involved in local politics and during
election times, her mother worked as o
polling agent.
She groduated from University of Peradeniyo
ond University of Ceylon ot the age of 20
in 1999.
Atter graduating ftrom University of Ceylon in



1999, <he started fo work in several
diverse fields like educaotion, humon rights
ond broedcasting. She joined the stoff of
Devi Balika Mahe Vidyalayo under Principal
Or. Wimala de Silva’s guidance. Later, che
went to Canade and obteined her master’s
degree in education from McGill University
and completed her postgroduate diploma ot
University of Sydney, Austrelio.

In 1960, che became the first womon to be
appointed as the head of the Sri Lanko
Broadcasting Corporation and has worked as
o broadcaster for the SLBC. Madam Jezima
[smail was appointed as one of the members
of the committee by the Sri Lankon
president back then, Mohinda Zejepobse, to
ctudy ond respond to the reports releted to
the Mullivaikbal Hospital bombings in 2009.
She is also the founder of Sri Lanka Muslim
Women’s Conference (SLMWC) and has served



0s the former Vice Chancellor of Eastern
University. She too served as the chairperson
of People’s Action ftor Free and Fair Elections
Medam Jezime has notably eddressed some of
the nation’s most critical issues including
development of youth, women’s rights, peoce
ond democracy. In 1989, che was owarded the
title of Deshabondu by the Sri Lanbon
government, which is the third highest
national honrour in Sri Lonke. Madam Jezima
lsmail is considered as one of the wmost
inspirational and greatest modern women in
the [slomic community for her immense
services towards the society.

Hictorians have traditionelly been atfracted
by wors and rebellions whereos the peaceful
co-existence of groups of people over long periods
tends to be overlooked - Medam Jezima lsmail

by Aslarn
N1y



P e Wi Welves op Ko Lanka
Long before in our country
Invaders came up to the dozen.
There was no hope at all
For the citizens, their hope frozen.
Light arisen in some heart
They stood up, all strong
Fought their way to freedom.

For we all know the invaders were wrong
They come with hearts es hord as stone,
And billed people who want their country.
Our heroes work to maebe our country bnow
So we must thank them for war.

The Sri Loankan Muslim leqders
Too, brought hope to our citizens.
More of them hod fo arice
Atter all, our country had o prize.

A prize not of gold or lead,

[t°¢ of which country comes first
For fighting that hod to be need,

27




And our citizens had much of that and lec
0fF tear.

They were the ones with hope <meared,
The heroes the invaders feared.
Assassination only stopped Nizam Muthellifs
But only thot would stop o few wmore.
Gothering people together they'd cry,
‘Attack for our country, our county
Near the gress they would lie
For they knew o day would come
A day of gladness, we would have o tlag.
A tlag only of our own
Freedom our people would Rnow,

And their hervest they would chow
War is over, our happiness at lact.
All the memory (s long past
Long later our glass will be raised
As the Muslim leaders will be praised.

flisha Vaeenn
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One fine day in class, Miss said,

Well class, you look very bored and deed
Never mind’ she said. TIl soon cheer you up. Of
course, [ do’

Betore long you'll be saying Hip hooray woo hoo!
Where are we going, Miss? we asked.
With faces <o flat,

One would mistake us for cowpats.

Back in timel she cried.

To meet the heroes who cerved our country in
their day.

And with weny o moan ond groan,

Did she shove in the time mochine our lozy
bones?

She spun o few dials,

Tapped o few heys.

Otf like o bullet we went- whee!

Finelly we screeched to o halt.
30
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Ot now! One of o time! said she.
First we're going to meet Mr. Baod-ud-Din,
And whotever you do,
00 NOT, <he <aid,
Wander “round thoat dark corner,
Or you will be dead.
Understand?
Yes Miss, together we all cried
And followed her 1ill the machine was out of sight.
We soon saw o mon standing,
We went up ond he said,
Tw My, Boao-ud-Din and [ once addressed o
gathering,
And fold them that,
Just like them, like every other Sinhale ond Tomil
in sight,
| too wonted peace, and for them [ would fight.

31



Up next, yelled Miss,
We're going to meet Mr. T. B. Joyah.
Then we rounded o corner and there was the
mon himselt,

Looking smart in his short black cap.

Tw Burhonuddin Jayah, <oid he.

And inowmy fime os o member of the Stote
Council,
| advenced Muslim education,

And established wany schools around the country.

Aawvinaly Pushdfy
oA
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oulglamding Wrglin Gegoes
o S0 Lanika,

Heroes are people who confribute fo the
development of nations and the world, A
hero is also krown as someone who does
comething for the cafety of others. These
heroes sacrifice themselves for the freedom
of o country. Heroes help make our lives
better. Many heroes did different heroic
things which changed our livecs.

Some heroes helped us by fighting in wars
to achieve freedom. Some heroes contributed
to the development of the education system
by setting up great <chools to produce pro-
ductive citizens. These individuals are known
0s heroes as they are courageous, brove,
strong and they moke sacrifices to achieve
great milestones which impact mony lives.



There are meny Muslims who contributed to
the development of Sri Lanka such as
Madom Qasheedha Mohideen, Dr. Tuan
Burhonuddin Jayah, Ms. Ayecha €out, M.C.
Stddi Lebbe and Sir €azik fareed.
Muhammed Cassim Siddi Lebbe was born on
the Eleventh of June 18385 and died on the
Figth of February 1698, Siddi Lebbe was o
writer and o lawyer by profession. He was
also bnown as the ‘Foather of Muslim
Educetion’. Siddi Lebbe founded many Muslim
schools. He printed books and gave it for
free whilst working hard towards the
improvement of education.

Madam €asheedha Mohideen was the
founder of llma Infernational Girls” School.
Her dream was fo build o school for Muclim
girls., She did not give up on her dream
instead moade her dream come true by



opening her own school in Talokotuwa Gar-
dens in Colombo 0O,

T8, Joyah was o netional hero. He was
excellent in his studies. He was a

teacher and the principal of Zahira
College for twenty-ceven years. T.B. Jayah
Was 0 Very (nspiring person for many s
even amidst the Jepanese bombing, he took
part in en event which was orgenized by
his student. He was the first Muslim
cabinet minister.

These wonderful hevoes contributed a lot fo
Sti Lanka., We chould also contribute to our
country to moke it an amezing nation tfo
live in. Let us all be heroes of our
country and moke Sri Lonka on amezing

place 1o live in, ,
flyama, Shredigg
YA
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VI Jayaky

Muslims in Sri Lanka have been living in peace
and harmony in this beoutiful country for more
thoan one thousend years. Muslims of Sri Lanka
supported in the process of Sri Lanka gaining
independence from the British in 1948, Many ctill
remember the leading role ployed by Mulim
leaders such as Or. T. B, Jaye, Siv €ozik Foreed
ond O, Badi-ud-din Mahmud. [ this essay | shll
weite ebout Or. T. B, Jeyoh.

Tuan Bronudeen Jeyoh was born on Jonuary Ist,
1890, in Galagedero. His fother wos Cassim Jayah,
0 Police Sergeant and his mother wos Nona Jayo.
He wos an old boy of St. Thomas™ College and
excelled in his educetion. T. B Jeyo wes the cole
representative of Muslims among the brilliant young
men of other communities who obieined hi
Bachelor of Arts degree from London University in
1910 For the next thirty-five years, he was in
the protession of feoching thot was dearest 1o hig




heart. The schools in which he tought were Anando
College, Prince of Weles, Moratuwa end Dharmarajo
College, Kandy,

n 1971, ot the ege of thirty-one, he essumed
duties as the Principal of Zehira College,

Maradanoa., He transtormed it grom a fotfering
elementary school with six feachers, fifty-nine boys
to o premier educational institution with over three
thousand five hundred students and around one
hundred and fitty feachers. He oalso introduced
sports such as Qugby, Football and Boxing before
hending over duties to A M. A Azeez.

Joya in his time wos on Educationist, State
Councilor, Member of Parlioment, Minister of State
ond Ambessodor to Pobistan. When Ceylon gained
independence in 198, he was appointed as
Cobinet Minister of the 0. S. Senanoyoke
Government, and the first Muslim to hold such o
Dosition,




Like every humon being hes his end, Tuan
Branudeen Jaye too passed oway on May 3lst,
1960, while working to set up o Pilgrims™ Zest in
Mecca for Ceylonese pilgrims performing Hajj. He
wes buried of Jennathul Baqi the final resting
place of meny Companions and members of the
tamily of Prophet Muhommed (Sall

[z abt. Panyg
nt




[slam began developing in Sri Lonka with the
orrival of Arab traders in the 7th century AJD.
Arab werchonts and their noative brides were
the first to embrace the [slamic faith. Arab
traders had oacquired control of much of the
ndian Oceen commerce including Sei Lanke’s, by
the &th century AD. Many of them settled in
great numbers on the island, encouraging the
spread of [slom,

When the Portuguese arrived in the 16th
century, many of the descendants of these
Arob treders - now identified os the Sri

Lankon Moors - were the mejor spice

merchonts, with networks reaching oll the way
to the Middle East.

41



The Sri Lankon Moor cettlements, warehouses
and business networks had been attacked, per-
cecuted and destroyed by Portuguese colonists.
Mony defeated Moors sought refuge in

Sei Lanka’s inferior to avoid punishment. Due to
the extreme revolts against the Moors, the
population of Sri Lankan Moors dramaticelly
decreased during Portuguese colonial rule. [n
the central highlands and Eastern Province of
Sti Lanke, the Sinhelese king, King Senarat of
Candy gave protection to some Muclims,

During the 18th and 19th centuries, the Dutch
ond British rulers brought over Japanese and
Maleysion Muslims, who contributed to Sei Lan-
ba's growing Muslim population. Their descend-
onts, now knrown as Sri Lankan Malays adopted
ceveral Sri Lankon Moor lslamic traditions while
transgerring their own cultural [slamic practices

42



to other Muslim groups on the island. The en-
try of Muslims from [ndia to Sri Lanko through-

out the 19th and 20th cenfuries further aided
the <pread of [slam.

Poakistani and South [ndian Muslims in particular,
have imporfed the Shafi’i and Hanefi schools to
Sti Lonko. The wmaejority of Muslims on the
island follow Sunni [slam’s traditional customs,

In current times, the Muslim €eligious and
Cultural Attairs Department is in charge of
Muslims in Sri Lanka. [t was founded in the
1960¢ 1o avoid the Muslim community from
becoming isolated from the rest of the country.

Javneelafy Wagnie
I/
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oud, G eal Wmglim [ eadeys
ot B L anka.
Siddie Lebbe

Tet Muslime lowyer in Sri Lenko. [n 1887, he
introduced Zahira College in Maradane. He
published the Tst Muslim journal Muslim Nesan',
He distributed preschool books freely.

Arasi Marikar Wapchie Marikar

He was the builder of the geheral post

office in Colombo, the Colombo Museum, the
Colombo customs, the old fown hall in Pettah and
the Galle tace hotel.

Munammad Cassim Abdul Lahman (1879-1599)

He served as o counselor and also appoinfed aos
unofficial municipal magistrote.



Sir €azik Fareed (1875-175%)

He was the tormer cobinet minister of frade also
cerved as Geylon's high commissioner to Pobistan.

A M A Azeez

Tet moor civil servant, former GA of eastern
province and late Zahria College principal.

Or. 4. C. M. Sulaiman

Founder of the Grandpass maternity and
nursing home in 1949,

Vidya Jyothi Professor €esvi Sheriff
Head of the department of clinical medicine o
the faculty of medicine, university in Colombo,

Mohammed Junaid Mohamed Latir (1950-1981)

He was o former world chompion snooker player
from Sri Lankao.



[. B Jayah

T¢t cabinet minister of labor and social
service in the independent Ceylon, He was
considered one of Sri Lanka’s national heroes.

Qushdi Jabir
Motivational speaber who has motivated the
highest number of militory staff in Sei Lanko.

Madam Casheeda Mohideen
Founder principal of llma International Girls
School for Muslim girls” education,

Puikayyya [ am
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Pagh Vumstion [ eades s 1o Ge Veveded

Muslims in Sri Lanko have been living in peace
ond hermony in this beautiful country for more
than thousends of years. They have been
cooperating ana supporting the majority
Sinhalese communities throughout the history.

The Muslim community in Sri Lenka hove been
contributing to the unity and infegrity of Sri
Lonka not only in the recent fimes of war buf
since pre-colonial times. Muslims of Sri Lanko
well supported the process of Sri Lanka goining
independence from the British in 1948 and
helped for almost four and o half centuries to
establish independence from the European
colonial rule in our country.

[he leading role played by Muslim leaders such
os Or. T. B, Jeyeh, Sir Qoezib Foreed, Or. M. C.
M. Kaleel, Siddhi Lebbe and Dr. Badi-Ud-Din




Mahmud in the constitutional reforms of this
country and their enthusiostic support for the
demand of the dominion stefus of independence.
They never obstructed the politicel progress of
the country.

[. B. Jayah emerged os o leader of the Muslim
community to the country. He enfered polifics
ond became @ prominent figure in pre-independ-
etice politics of Sri Lanka. He wos elected fo
the legislative council, state council and par-
llament, He was also o founding member of the
united netionel perty,

Siv Qazik Foreed woas o Sri Lankon proprietor,
politician, diplomat, and philanthropist. He was a
former cabinet minister of trade and senator mem-
ber of the parliament and stote council. Although
we celebrate 77 years of independence, we still
have o long waelk to progress as o nation, So lef
us get fogether as one netion fowards the pros-
perity and progress of our mother land,

. Ay
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In 1948, independence did we gain,
Freedom from the colonisers,
Freedom from every pain,

The notion’s heroes strove for liberty,
Sacrificed their lives,
And ctrove for prosperity.

Muslims contributed equelly,
Along with the Buddhists, Tamils and Catholics,
Who fought for our rights fearlessly.

Or. T. B Joyah, Siv Qazik Fereed,
Or. Bodiudin Mahmud, Dr. M. C. M. Kaleel,

Our streets now scream your names with immense
Dride.
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For you are our protectors,
From the mighty European rulers,
For you are the netion’s freedom fighters.

We now live in peace and live with might,

Our beoutiful country you did unite,
We solute you for this pride!

Gafa Pthey
401
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Costlfibiliong by Wineglians Leadeqs o
Pevelop §i Lasika

Sti Lonkon Muslims have been living in peace
ond hermony with other communities for more
than o thousand years. They have been
co-operating and supporting others throughout
Sti Lankan history since the pre-independence
and pre-colonial times. Muslim people in Sri Lan-
Lo hove been contributing fowards the unity
ond integrity of Sri Lonko.

Muslims heve greatly confributed to Sri Lenka in
many fields, [t is the duty and responsibility of
the Muslim community. In pre-colonial times Mug-
lims (n Sei Lanko infroduced Sri Lankan spices,
diemonds and gems to the Areb world and they
acted as mediators between the local people of
Sri Lanko ond Arab treders of the Middle Eact.
Muslims hove greatly contributed to the safety




ond security of the country since ancient
times. Muslims have contributed economically
since they landed on the island and, contribut-
ed educationally and culturally too.

Among Islamic scholars and pioneers, Muhammed
Caseem Siddi Lebbe wes o Ceylonese lowyer,
educationalist, scholar, philosopher, writer, pub-
lisher, and o social reformer too. We have
brown him since Sri Lankon independence too.
Or. Badiudin Mahmood served as minister of
education for fwo terms and the schools in

Sti Lonke were nationalized during his term.
He contributed to the development of the Sri
Lonkon education system.

The first Muslim judge in Sri Lanko was
Justice Abbar and he was one of the wmain
confributors towards establishing universities.

He devoted most of his life fo Sri Lonion law.I



Next great personality i T.6 Jayah, He waos
one 0f the leaders who fought for the inde-
pendence of Sri Lanka ond was the founder of
Zohira College, Colombo and many bronches in
other parts of the I[slanad,

Another great personality is the lma founder
principal Madam Qasheeda Mohideen. We are
here today with o good education and good
discipline because of her strength. Her wis-
sion was to build strong women for the entire
world,

Next great personality is Deshabendu Jezimo
[smail who is a Sri Lonkon educator, brood-
caster, and a social activist too. She is one
of the greatest women who hos contributed to
the development of education in Sri Lankao.
So, these great personalities contributed



towards the development of Sri Lanka and
there are many contributions made by our
present Muslim leaders too. Most of them are
conducting development projects to help in
mproving Sei Lanke’s economy os well as
other areas of development. As the children
of the Muslim community, our embition should
be to get o good education and repoy our
motherlond Sri Lanka.

fna A sall
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Today | would like to write o few senfences
obout Marhoom Al-Haj Noleem who confributed his
weelth for the education of Sri Lankan Muslims,
He was born on ¢1h of April 1933 af Beru-
wolo. Al-Haj Noleem has one of the greatest
personalities of the Sri Lanken Musline community
ond indeed, we could cell him as an activist for
Muslim education in Sri Lanko.

He made his contributions to Muslim education
through his own woney ond wealth, He dedicated
more than 907 of his own earnings for
education, Muslims of Sri Lanko wey have physi-
colly lost this kind-hearted and benevolent per-
sonality of our community, but they will never
eVer forget the countless confributions and ser-
vices timely wmade by Al-Hoj Naleem. [ om proud
o be o great grand-deughter of Marhoom Al-Haj

Naleem, WQW %




Dechamanya Marhoom Al Hoj Mohammad Abdul
Bobeer Markar was the first Muslim fo hold

the post of speaber in the parliament in Sri
Lanba.

There are over 1870 macjids found in Sri
Lanka’s cities, towns and villages.

Sti Lanka used to be called Ceylon which is
the transliteration of Ceilao.

Before Sri Lanka gained independence, the
country was knrown as the odominion of Ceylon
which was given by the Portuguese Empire.

Sei Lanka s nicknamed as The Pearl of the
Indian Ocean” and teardrop of India’.

Sti Lenke is the first country in the world
to have o female prime wminister.
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The Sri Lonkan notional flag is one of the
oldest in the world.

Sti Lanka hes the highest literacy rate in
South Asio.

[t i¢ home 1o the worlds oldest
human-planted tree,

A bridge of limestone shoals between Indio
ond Sri Lanko ¢ krown as the Adam’s Bridge
ond is visible on NASA setellite images.
According to scientists, it was formed o
million years ago.

Ayurveda is one of the world’s oldest holistic
wellness systems, for the past D000 years,
based on restoring baloance between mind,
body and spirit passed down from generation
to generation in Sei Lanko.

59



Lot whenerer gou

g et wnd oy
Ko frud.

SURAH AL—-AN'AAM 6132




COLAL TUAN WL AW

WMAWALIT
Born in Sri Lanko on July 21th 1966, Tuan

Nizam Muthalitf studied at 0.5, Senanayebe
College, Colombo. At school, he excelled in-
both studies and <ports alike.

Major Mutholitt was worried 5
to Lieutenant Colonel Kumudini 2 y
MUH\OIIH AVVKOY()S((\QP\G/ Com= Ec:-lnnelTuanNizar'nMuthaliﬂ’-F."."n.-'F’,
monding ofticer of the Sri | oam e
I.OMZO AVVVlg WOV\M/H/S COYDS Military Intelligence Corps.(MIC)
ond hos o daughter, Sarah,

and son, Maalik.

A the end of his studies, his desire to pro-
tect the unity of his motherlond mode him
join the Sri Lenba Army as o codet officer
in June 1986. He first underwent training in
the Military Academy of Diyatalowo




ond subsequently received o Cadet Officers
Training ot the Pekistan Military Acodemy.

Following this training, he was commissioned
os o second lieutenant in the 4th Gemunu
Watch of the Sri Lanko Army. His commitment
and dedication to the service were reward-
ed when he was promoted as a lieutenant on
June 2, 1969. While gaining experience in
the Svi Lanka Army, he wos constantly of-
tached to the Military Intelligence Unit for
the Join Operation Commond. He was promoted
to the renk of captain on July 2, 1997 and
ofterwards as o major on July 2, 1990. Dur-
ing that time he hod worked as o general
ctoff officer (GSO) Il (intelligence) at army
headquarters, officer commanding in the MIC
training section, group commander [ntelligence

Security Group in Joffna for about three
62




ond o half years, group commander at the
Directorete of Military Intelligence in Co-
lombo for about three years since 1997 and
geteral staff officer (GSO) [ (intelligence),
Vevuriya from 2000 to 2001. He became the
commanding officer of Sri Lanka’s first Mili-
tary Infelligence Unit in November 2004, Af
the time of death, he was also director of
the Colombo Cell.

In addition, he has followed several courses
overseas with distinction such as the [ntel-
ligence Staff Course Bangladesh, Counter [n-
telligence Course Bangladesh.mJunior Command
Course India, South Asian Peace Keeping

Course Howaii, USA and International nfelli-

gence course USA.
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Major Muthaliff was shot dead |
ot Polhengodo, Colombo when he- wog
on his way to the Kotelawela
Detense Acedemy on May 31, 2009
ot the age of 38 (this P\appened a(n‘er
betrayal incident of Mil- | SeSSESTEEERtek
lennium Cityl. In recogni-
fion of his service to the
army, he was posthumously
promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel
on 1 May 2000 and then he was promoted
os o colonel on 31 May 2000,




Abdul Coder Shahul Homeed
or A .C .S Hemeed was born
fo o reputed fomily in
Curugoda , Akurana on April
10, 1978. He was Elected as
| the second member of the
parlioment from Akurana.

In 1977, he was appointed as the first for-
eign minister by President J. € Joyoworden’s
government, Or. Homeed was o member of the
United Nations Advicory board on Disarmoment
ctudies. As a foreign Minister, he had the
Opportunity of meeting many world leaders
to solve problems. He admired other religions
with great respect and dignity.
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Or. Hameed helped with work related 1o
Buddhist ond Hindu temples as well as
mosques in Horispattuwo without any reli-
gious barriers. He also confributed to build-
ing o Buddhist Seema Malekeyo at Wao-
rotenne , Hollouwe , which ic the only place
used to ordain novice monks in the Central
Drovince.

Or. Homeed held the portfolio of foreign
Attairs Minister for 17 years and thereoat-
ter, served in different portfolios, as Jus-
tice Minister and Higher education Minister,
under the € . Premadosa administration. He
cerved as foreign Minister till 1989, becom-
ing the longest serving foreign Minister in
Sti Lanka.

66
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Or. Homeed developed Aburond
roads, and supplying the villege with elec-
ricity and water connections. He provided
jobs to many unemployed people. He found
job opportunities for Sri Lankans in foreign
countries. He arranged toreign scholarships

for students. He also fook part in peace
talbs with the LTTE,

.

Or. Homeed traveled to foreign countries
requesting for foriegn employment ond ed-
ucotion for Sri Lankans, He hod the op-
portunity to build close relationships with
the United Nations and also began to work
closely with other member countries of the
non-alighed movement during o turbulent
period in Sri Lenka’s history.

02 A. C. S. Hemeed my grond uncle
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M.C Siddie Lebbe was born in 1638. f
comes from o generation of Arabs. He was
the first Muslim to be appointed as a
lawyer. He was also spoben of as the
leader of Muslims in the Sri Lanken mag-

ozine, ‘Ceylon Almanac’,

Stddie Lebbe was not sotistied to only be
o lowyer. He loved fo engage in social
cervice. He felt corry to see the stofe
of the Muslims and their educetion and
their lack of religious obligations. This
promoted him fo publish a magezine

called ™ Muslim Nation”, In it he

wrote about the importance of
7 education and how it developed
&  the society.
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All these efforts le'oll him to establishing
the school, "Zahira College” in Colombo.

He did not limit his cervices only to build-
ing schools. He also printed fextbooks and
made syllabuses for schools, thereby devel-
oping the society and the country. [n hon-
our of his services, the Sri Lankan govern-
ment veleased o stomp. T.B Jayoh also known
os Tuon Bodurdeen Joyah wes born in 1890,
He was one of the tomous learned men in
Sti Lanko. While teaching ot Ananda Col-
lege, he put in a (ot of effort to develop
the Muslim community.

69



The experience he got from the school
as o teacher was beneficial to help him
develop the community.

In 1971 he became the principal of Zahi-
ra Colleges in Gampola, Aluthgama, Matale
ond Puttlom. He was the Minister of Lo-
bour in the government of 0.5 Senanaye-
bo. His efforts were successtul in building
0 good community.

Ac we can cee, these two people helped
develop Sri Lanke immensely, They are
honoured for their hord work ond ef-
forts till this doy. Other then these men,
there are many other role models who
contributed in the development of Sri

Lanb.a.
[watahy Vabpmalfuafy
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