
September 2024  |  Phonebox Magazine  1

Thornton College 1

Thornton College,Thornton, Milton Keynes, Buckinghmshire, MK17 0HJ

THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM

OPENMORNING
Saturday 28 September
10:00 am - 12:00 noon
To register please contact our
Admissions Team on
01280 812610 or email
admissions@thorntoncollege.com
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“OUTSTANDING IN ALL AREAS”
CSI Inspection Report May 2024

Pre-Prep / Prep / Senior / Sixth Form

INDEPENDENT DAY & BOARDING
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
AGED 3-18 YEARS

29
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Homefix - Half Page 3

FASCIA / SOFFITS / GUTTERING / CLADDING

10Year Insurance Backed
Guarantee & Up to 20 year
product guarantee

100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Friendly Efficient Service

SkilledTradesmen

FREE quotations available
7 days a week at times
convenient forYOU

We are a family run business with over
10 years’ experience in the Property

Service industry specialising in
Fascia, soffits, guttering

and cladding installations.

Tel: 01908 631676
Email: info@homefixmk.co.uk

www.homefixmk.co.uk

Tel: 01908 631676
Email: info@homefixmk.co.uk
www.homefixmk.co.uk

Ashwood Chimneys 01234 710936
W: www.ashwoodchimneys.co.uk  •  E: info@ashwoodchimneys.co.uk

✔ Chimney Sweeps
✔ Chimney Repairs 
 & Rebuilds
✔ Supply & Install 
 Pots, Guards
✔ Supply & Install
 Flues, Liners
✔ Stove Installati on & Supply 
✔ Stove Repairs & 
 Refurbishments 
✔ Fault Find & Problem Solve 
✔ Thatched, Heritage 
 Properti es
✔ Based in Olney

W: www.ashwoodchimneys.co.uk  •  E: info@ashwoodchimneys.co.uk

Based in Olney

BEFORE

AFTER

REFURBISH
RATHER THAN REPLACE?
Call us for more informati on. 
Prices start from £295.00 inc VAT (subject to terms & conditi ons)



4  Phonebox Magazine  |  September 2024

Three Shires Glazing  4

Counter Act 4

WINDOWS  •  DOORS  •  CONSERVATORIES

YOUR LOCAL TRUSTED  
INDEPENDENT SPECIALISTS since 2000

DESIGN AND INSTALLATION OF  
GARDEN ROOMS, CONSERVATORIES  

& THERMAL ROOFS

WINDOW &  
DOOR  

REPLACEMENT,  
SERVICE  

AND REPAIRS

BI-FOLD,  
COMPOSITE AND  
FRENCH  DOORS

MISTED  
UNITS  

CHANGED 

GUTTERING  
FASCIA  
SOFFITS 

THERMAL ROOF  
INSTALLATION

(CONVERT YOUR  
EXISTING  

CONSERVATORY  
INTO A MODERN  
LIVING SPACE) 

Call us today to find out more on 01234 712242 or 01908 980068
Or email info@3shiresgroup.co.uk          @threeshiresgroup

DESIGN: 
PLANNING SOLUTIONS 
– MODERN & BESPOKE

INSTALLATION:
WOOD - ALUMINIUM - 
UPVC - COMPOSITE 

SERVICE:
PREVENTATIVE & COST 
EFFECTIVE SOLUTIONS

REPAIRS:
LOCKS, HINGES, 
HANDLES and GLASS 
REPLACEMENT

Desktop & Laptop PC Sales

Networking
Repairs & Maintenance

CONTACT US 

01234 240680

PC SALES &
REPAIRS FOR
HOME &
BUSINESS

Servers & Backup

CCTV Installations

www.counter-act.co.uk

We offer a friendly repair &
maintenance service for

everyone. Whether it's a laptop,
desktop or tablet for personal
or business use, we can help

with upgrades, improving
speed, removing viruses,

recovering data & home Wi-Fi 
or connectivity issues. 

We even sell new & used
devices.

HOW WE HELP

Unit 1, Lower Farm, Warrington,
Olney, MK46 4HN

PC SALES &
REPAIRS FOR
HOME &
BUSINESS

HOW WE HELP
We offer a friendly repair and 
maintenance service for everyone. 
Whether it’s a laptop, desktop or tablet 
for personal or business use, we can 
help. We deal with upgrades, 
improving speed, removing 
viruses, recovering data and 
home Wi-Fi or connectivity 
issues. We even sell new 
and used devices.

Desktop & laptop PC Sales
Repairs & Maintenance
Networking
Servers & Backup
CCTV Installations

CONTACT U
S                 01234 240680

    sales@counter-act.co.uk
www.counter-act.co.uk

Unit 1, Lower Farm, Warrington, Olney, MK46 4HN

ESTABLISHED
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Phonebox Magazine is owned and published by Phonebox Magazine Ltd, 
Unit 2, Stanley Court, Olney, Bucks MK46 5NH

Advertisers: We gratefully acknowledge the support of firms whose advertisements appear in this publication 
and, whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy, the publishers regret they cannot accept responsibility for 
loss, damage or omission caused by error in the printing of an advertisement. Advertisements are accepted 
on the understanding that descriptions of goods and services are fair and accurate. All artwork is accepted on 
strict condition that permission has been given for use in this publication. Any reproduction of material, either 
advertising or editorial, is forbidden without written consent of the publishers. The publishers cannot accept 
responsibility for views expressed by contributors, or for the accuracy of claims made by advertisements 
appearing in this publication. Distribution may vary at the discretion of Phonebox Magazine Ltd.

To advertise telephone (01234) 713298
or email sales@phoneboxmagazine.com

Email articles and news to editorial@phoneboxmagazine.com
www.phoneboxmagazine.com

Twitter: @Phonebox_mag
Facebook.com/Phoneboxmag

Deadline for October 2024 edition - 14th September

As I was putting the fi nishing touches to this issue of 
Phonebox Magazine, I found myself feeling peckish, 
then hungry, until fi nally I couldn’t get food out of my 
mind.
I was starving by the time I got home! And why? Well, 
fl ick through the sparkling pages in this month’s 
edition and you’ll see it’s jam-packed full of food-
related stories, varied, interesting news and features 
which will certainly make your tummy rumble, your mouth water and 
your taste buds tingle too.
I mean, there’s just so much on the menu – sorry, I mean contents page 
– this month. For starters, we make several mentions of BOFF, the Big 
Olney Food Festival, which returns to the Market Place on 7th, 8th and 
9th September for another weekend of fun, food, drink and comedy. 
Organisers are still looking for volunteers, by the way – put your hand 
up to help out and you’ll be rewarded with a free food or drink voucher!
We also cover the opening of the new Aldi superstore in our ‘News’ 
section (p 6). The popular German food and grocery warehouse looks 
good as you pass it on the outskirts of town and I’m sure it will bring 
another layer of choice for local shoppers.
We also outline jobs to do this month in the garden (p 42), including 
picking and harvesting some of the delicious and nutritional home-
grown fruit and vegetables that you might have planted at the start of 
the year. That really is fresh, high-value food to put on your family’s table.
And with this month’s ‘Club of the Month’ featuring tea and biscuits (p 
48), you can see why I was dreaming of pies, chips, curries, veggies and 
all manner of food as I signed off  the magazine for printing. Enjoy the 
issue, everyone, and I hope it leaves you feeling like Charles Dickens’ 
character Oliver Twist: ‘Please, sir, I want some more.’
Ron Hall, Editor

06 New shop opening 
What’s in store?   

08 Olney Camera Club 
Seeing the wood for the trees   

10 Readers Letters
Have your say, it’s your magazine 

12 A devil in disguise
From pop to stage  

14 Chicago
Back in the UK

18 Newport Pagnell Council News  
The latest from Newport’s councillors 

22 Olney Ward Councillors
The latest reports from our MK team 

24 Newport Pagnell & Olney Lions Club
Raising funds for good causes with the Lions

26 Phonebox Diary 
What’s on and where from our local clubs and societies

28 The Pibworth Column
Progressing to the beeb 

30 Chris Curtis MP
Local MP speaks 

32 Are you ready for class?
Back to school with everything you need 

33 Lavendon Primary
Pirates performance at school    

36 Phonebox Foodie
Fruit and veg for a day?

38 Protect your home 
Make it smart, and safe 

39  Local heritage at your door 
You can fi nd it here 

40 Churches together 
 Olney and Newport Pagnell Churches  
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September: The busy month

43 A Gift of Life
Organ donation week 

46 Phonebox Motoring
Electric Niro 

48 Club of the Month 
 Tea and Chat with future friends

50  Olney Ukraine News 
 Support for those in Ukraine

51 A Spell of Rain 
 Debut book from a local author
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CRMK on the Olympics
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 New writing and literature fair

54  Sport for all 
 You could be part of our sporting scene

56 In Brief  
Lots more news 

62 Quiz Corner 
 Brain busters this month
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ORCHARD PRESSORCHARD PRESS
Binding

Brochures
Business Cards 

Compliment Slips
 Canva & Etsy files  

Large-format Printing 
Leaflets, Letterheads, 
Menus, NCRs, Posters, 

Postcards, 
Photos & More!

Talk to a real person – ask for Sarah or Mark 

We are next to the 
CO-OP in Olney
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Unit 2 Stanley Court, Olney, Bucks, MK46 5NH

T: 01234 713298info@orchard.press

Local, convenient print and design

CO-OP

ORCHARD PRESSORCHARD PRESS

New Aldi store opens in Olney with perishable charity food call
The new store was offi  cially opened by Team GB gold medalist Hollie 
Pearne-Webb, who cut the ribbon during the opening morning. She was 
joined by Kevin the Carrot to give away Team GB-themed goodie bags 
celebrating the Paris 2024 Olympic games. 
Aldi’s Olney store, run by manager Matt Callis and his team of 35 
colleagues from the local community, will offer fresh, British meat 
products, Aldi’s award-winning ‘Specially Selected’ range, exclusive 
beers, wines and spirits, and a ‘Food to Go’ section at the front of the 
store.
Their well-known ‘Specialbuys’ will also be available in the middle aisle 
every Thursday and Sunday, off ering a wide range of products, from 
electrical items to garden tools.
The new store, which opened last month, is part of Aldi’s investment in 

local communities across the UK and will off er customers access to its 
low-price products. 
The Aldi store is calling on local charities and food banks in Olney Park to 
register with Neighbourly, a community engagement platform that links 
businesses to charitable organisations in the local community. 
Charities that register will be able to collect surplus food and perishable 
products, such as fruit, vegetables and baked goods, seven days a week. 
Any charities in the area that would like to partner up with the new Aldi 
store should email aldi@neighbourly.com.
The new store is located in Olney Park, MK46 4HH, pictured below right, 
with manager Matt Callis and some of his team of 35 pictured below 
left. The store will be open Monday to Saturday from 8am to 10pm and 
Sunday 10am to 4pm.
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Moodley Dental 7

9 High Street, Olney, Bucks MK46 4EB
email: moodleydentalpractice@gmail.com www.moodleydentalpractice.co.uk

Dr VEGAN K MOODLEY BDS(SA) IQE(UK)  Dip Implant Dent RCS(Eng) 
GDC Reg No: 101543  •  Implant and cosmetic dentist

Get that 
clean teeth feeling

*Offer subject to change and for a 
limited time only

Hear from one of our many happy customers: 

‘I decided it’s now or never, so at my routine check-up 
appointment I asked about improving the appearance of my 
teeth.  I wasn’t happy with the colour and I also knew I needed 
an extraction. Mr Moodley suggested teeth whitening and 
gave me the option of a denture, bridge or implant to fill the 
gap after the extraction. I decided to go for the whitening and 
implant. The treatment was painless and efficient and they 
looked after me from the beginning to end. They really do care 
at this practice. I love my whiter teeth and implant.I now 
smile more, have more confidence and it’s one 

of the best decisions I’ve made. 
                 Thanks again.’

                                         
             Johanna Taylor

Call 
01234 711410

NEW PATIENT EXAM 
AND HYGIENE OFFER

     

Includes:
A regular hygiene visit
Full exam and x-rays

Only £85
 (Regular value £144)

dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK’S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

BEFORE

AVAILABLE THIS 
MONTH ONLY

MODERN CLASSIC

TRADITIONAL CONTEMPORARY

AFTER

UK MANUFACTURED

› Up to 50% less than a new fully 
fitted kitchen

› Replacement kitchen doors

› Cost effective made to measure solution

› Worktops and appliances

› Quick installation in 2-3 days by 
local professionals

73 High Street,
Kempston,
Bedford, MK42 7BT

Call us now for a free estimate:

01234 852151

9.8/10

FREE SINK AND TAP 
*Terms and conditions apply

New Aldi store opens in Olney with perishable charity food call
The new store was offi  cially opened by Team GB gold medalist Hollie 
Pearne-Webb, who cut the ribbon during the opening morning. She was 
joined by Kevin the Carrot to give away Team GB-themed goodie bags 
celebrating the Paris 2024 Olympic games. 
Aldi’s Olney store, run by manager Matt Callis and his team of 35 
colleagues from the local community, will offer fresh, British meat 
products, Aldi’s award-winning ‘Specially Selected’ range, exclusive 
beers, wines and spirits, and a ‘Food to Go’ section at the front of the 
store.
Their well-known ‘Specialbuys’ will also be available in the middle aisle 
every Thursday and Sunday, off ering a wide range of products, from 
electrical items to garden tools.
The new store, which opened last month, is part of Aldi’s investment in 

local communities across the UK and will off er customers access to its 
low-price products. 
The Aldi store is calling on local charities and food banks in Olney Park to 
register with Neighbourly, a community engagement platform that links 
businesses to charitable organisations in the local community. 
Charities that register will be able to collect surplus food and perishable 
products, such as fruit, vegetables and baked goods, seven days a week. 
Any charities in the area that would like to partner up with the new Aldi 
store should email aldi@neighbourly.com.
The new store is located in Olney Park, MK46 4HH, pictured below right, 
with manager Matt Callis and some of his team of 35 pictured below 
left. The store will be open Monday to Saturday from 8am to 10pm and 
Sunday 10am to 4pm.
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Olney Camera Club: 
Can’t See the Wood for the Trees

Simon now lives only a stone’s throw from Ashridge Forest, so he is 
well placed for woodland photography.  He says he fi nds a great sense 
of peace and tranquillity in the woods, and if he keeps this in mind just 
enjoying the nature and local environment, then the photographic 
opportunities will likely present themselves.  When something catches 
your eye, then you can home in on the details.  Why did it catch your 
eye?  What makes it special?  How can you eliminate distractions in the 
fi eld of view?  And so, after some time considering the subject and its 
surroundings, he is more likely to produce a better image.
He will often go to the forest on misty days as mist is very useful in 
the woods; not only for a diff erent mood, but it also conceals excess 
background bramble or bracken chaos and other distractions.  Another 
trick is to exploit fallen snow to ‘hide’ the ground and simplify the picture.  
See this illustrated in the ‘3 trees’ image here, which was taken on a golf 
course – Simon does not play, but knows they contain well-manicured 
trees.  There is a long line of trees here, but Simon has cropped down 
to just 3 – a more eff ective composition.  
Both mist and snow are notoriously diffi  cult to forecast reliably, and some 
might think Simon is spoilt to have a forest nearby that he can just walk 
out to when the conditions are right.
A lonely tree can tell a story.  On a nice day the conditions reduce the 
eff ectiveness, but with rain or mist it allows the subject to stand out.  

In a recent meeting Simon Turnbull from 
Hertfordshire gave us an interesting, 
illustrated talk on taking pictures in 
the woods.  Forests can be a chaotic, 
overwhelming environment for the 
budding photographer but help is 
at hand.

Keep in mind that you still have work to do to further emphasise the 
subject verses the surrounding landscape.
Simon also reveals that he uses a long lens more often than a wide-angle 
lens to help focus in on the detail and remove chaotic surroundings in 
the image.

We thank Simon for his most interesting talk and the use of his images 
in this article.

Next Meeting: - 
Wednesday 25th September: Print Competition, round 3 of 4.  Starts 
8pm at Olney Centre.
Wednesday 30th October: Practice Session.  Starts 8pm at the Swan 
Inn & Bistro.

See our ‘gallery’ and check further meeting details on our website 
at www.olneycameraclub.co.uk

For further information call Andy, 01234 714570; or info@
olneycameraclub.co.uk
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Advertising Feature

www.stefaniepricewealth.co.uk

Stefanie Price Wealth Planning is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s 

website www.sjp.co.uk/products. � e title ‘Partner Practice’ is a marketing term used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

Embracing A Fresh Financial Start:
September Is A Time For Renewal
As summer draws to a close, we often fi nd ourselves refl ecting on the fun and relaxation of the past few months. The long days, the 
holidays, and the slower pace give us a much-needed break from the daily grind. But as the leaves start to change and the children head 
back to school, September o� ers us a unique opportunity: a chance to rethink, refresh, and restart.

For many, the idea of a fresh start is invigorating. As a fi nancial adviser, I fi nd September to be a particularly great time to reassess our fi nances, 
both personal and business. The summer holidays are behind us, and the Christmas season is yet to begin. It’s the perfect moment to pause, 
refl ect, and make plans for the rest of the year.

SJP APPROVED 15/08/24

Personal Finances: 
Time to Focus & Get Back on Track

Did you fi nd yourself splurging a bit more than you 
intended over the summer? Perhaps those impromptu 
day trips, barbecues, and meals out added up faster 
than expected. Now is the perfect time to review your 
budget and see where you stand. 

Maybe ask yourself:

Where did I overspend this summer? Identify 
the areas where your spending went o�  track. Was it 
eating out, entertainment, or travel? Understanding 
this can help you make adjustments moving forward.

What are my financial goals for the rest of the 
year? Maybe you want to save for the holidays, 
pay down some accrued debt, or build up 
replenish an emergency fund. Setting clear, 
achievable goals will give you direction and 
motivation to achieve these goals, even if small
.
How can I cut back and save more? Look for small 
changes that can have a big impact. Can you 
cook more meals at home, cancel unused 
subscriptions, or fi nd free or low-cost activities for 
your family for the remainder of the year?

Business Finances: 
Preparing for the Year-End Push

For business owners, September is a crucial time 
to assess the fi nancial health of your company and 
prepare for the fi nal quarter of the year. For many 
businesses the slower summer months often mean 
reduced revenue, but they also provide a chance to 
be strategic for the busy months ahead. •

01234 241 441
info.spwealth@sjpp.co.uk

www.stefaniepricewealth.co.uk

•

Consider these questions:

How did my business perform over the summer?
Review your sales, expenses, and overall performance. 
What went well, and where can you improve?

What are my business goals for the rest of 
the year? Whether it’s increasing sales, prepping 
to launch/launching a new product, or improving 
customer service – setting specifi c goals will help you 
stay focused and measure your success.

Is my budget aligned with my goals? Ensure that 
your spending priorities align with your objectives. 
This is true both inside and outside of your business. 
Are there areas where you can cut costs or invest 
more wisely?

Do I need to adjust my marketing strategy? With 
the Christmas season approaching, is now the time to 
ramp up your marketing e� orts. Are your promotions 
planned? Is your stock ready? Are you leveraging social 
media and other channels e� ectively?

Taking Action: 
Make September Your Month of Renewal

The beauty of September lies in its promise of 
renewal. It’s a month that encourages us to shake 
o�   the remnants of summer and gear up for a 
productive and fulfi lling end to the year. 

Here’s how you can take action:

Set Clear Goals: Defi ne what you want to achieve by 
year’s end. Write down your goals and break them 
into manageable steps.

Create a Plan: Outline the actions you need to take 
to reach your goals. Whether it’s a new budget, a 
marketing plan, or a savings strategy,having a plan 
will keep you on track.

Seek Advice: Don’t hesitate to get in touch 
for help. As a fi nancial adviser, we are here 
to offer guidance and support. Whether 
you need help with budgeting, investing, or 
business strategy, professional advice can 
make a big di�  erence.

Stay Motivated: Keep your goals in sight and 
celebrate your progress. Even small victories 
can boost your confi dence and keep you 
moving forward.

Whether you’re looking to improve your 
personal fi nancial situation or strengthen 
your business, now is the time to act. 

Happy planning!

The value of an investment with St. James’s 
Place will be directly linked to the performance 
of the funds you select and the value can 
therefore go down as well as up. You may 
get back less than you invested.

Olney Camera Club: 
Can’t See the Wood for the Trees

Simon now lives only a stone’s throw from Ashridge Forest, so he is 
well placed for woodland photography.  He says he fi nds a great sense 
of peace and tranquillity in the woods, and if he keeps this in mind just 
enjoying the nature and local environment, then the photographic 
opportunities will likely present themselves.  When something catches 
your eye, then you can home in on the details.  Why did it catch your 
eye?  What makes it special?  How can you eliminate distractions in the 
fi eld of view?  And so, after some time considering the subject and its 
surroundings, he is more likely to produce a better image.
He will often go to the forest on misty days as mist is very useful in 
the woods; not only for a diff erent mood, but it also conceals excess 
background bramble or bracken chaos and other distractions.  Another 
trick is to exploit fallen snow to ‘hide’ the ground and simplify the picture.  
See this illustrated in the ‘3 trees’ image here, which was taken on a golf 
course – Simon does not play, but knows they contain well-manicured 
trees.  There is a long line of trees here, but Simon has cropped down 
to just 3 – a more eff ective composition.  
Both mist and snow are notoriously diffi  cult to forecast reliably, and some 
might think Simon is spoilt to have a forest nearby that he can just walk 
out to when the conditions are right.
A lonely tree can tell a story.  On a nice day the conditions reduce the 
eff ectiveness, but with rain or mist it allows the subject to stand out.  

In a recent meeting Simon Turnbull from 
Hertfordshire gave us an interesting, 
illustrated talk on taking pictures in 
the woods.  Forests can be a chaotic, 
overwhelming environment for the 
budding photographer but help is 
at hand.

Keep in mind that you still have work to do to further emphasise the 
subject verses the surrounding landscape.
Simon also reveals that he uses a long lens more often than a wide-angle 
lens to help focus in on the detail and remove chaotic surroundings in 
the image.

We thank Simon for his most interesting talk and the use of his images 
in this article.

Next Meeting: - 
Wednesday 25th September: Print Competition, round 3 of 4.  Starts 
8pm at Olney Centre.
Wednesday 30th October: Practice Session.  Starts 8pm at the Swan 
Inn & Bistro.

See our ‘gallery’ and check further meeting details on our website 
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The Falcon Castle Ashby 29

It’s time to start thinking about your festive plans. As the season of joy and 
togetherness approaches, Christmas is the perfect opportunity to create 

cherished memories. At The Falcon, we are dedicated to making your 
experience truly special. Whether you’re reconnecting with loved ones or 

celebrating with colleagues, our elegant setting provides the ideal backdrop 
for unforgettable gatherings. 

We look forward to welcoming you and making this festive season
one to remember.

SCAN THE QR BELOW TO VIEW OUR BROCHURE

+44 (0)1604 698005 sales@thefalcon-castleashby.com

The Falcon, Castle Ashby, Northampton, NN7 1LF         @falconcastleashby

CELEBRATE

WITH US
THE SEASON

Rea� rs’ Le� ers
Let’s speed up some changes

Dear Sir
As welcome as they should be, once again 
a police speed check was carried out at 
lunchtime in Sherington High Street today 
- the least appropriate time when through 
traffic is at its quietest. My fear is that few 
or no speeding vehicles will be recorded 
and the erroneous conclusion will be drawn 
that there is not a problem here and that 
it is no longer necessary to monitor the 
traffic.
From my 20 year experience living on 
the High Street it is between 7 and 9am 
and 4.30 and 7pm that the most flagrant 
breaches of the 30mph speed limit take 
place. This is the time when school children 
are walking to school or to catch a school 
bus.
I regularly see vehicles travelling at speeds 
I would conservatively estimate at over 
50mph, sometime much faster. In surveys 
conducted in the past it has been well 
documented that cars have been travelling 
through Sherington in excess of 70mph.

Surely, if the Thames Valley Constabulary 
is not to waste its stretched resources, it 
would be at least sensible to monitor the 
speed of the traffic through the village 
when speeding traffic is at its worst? 
Whilst police presence may deter drivers 

The majority of her services are aimed at 
mothers and/or women but Tanya’s work 
goes far beyond the paid services she lists 
on her website, and this is really the reason 
for this email.
For many years, although I’m not sure how 
many, Tanya has supported countless 
families in Olney and the surrounding 
areas. She tirelessly goes out of her way to 
find new ways to help connect women and 
their families to various different support 
systems, build and protect communities 
and spread kindness and compassion 
when it is most needed.  
It’s a pretty well-known fact that modern 
society doesn’t support the role of 
pregnant women and mothers like it used 
to. However, Tanya is one of the rare few 
who are pushing against this and changing 
things for the better. 
I know there must be so many women and 
their families who would like to publicly 
thank Tanya for all the work she does and 
I hope this is a good platform to do so.
Kathryn Giddy
By email

Can you help out? It’s food for 
thought

Dear Sir

The Big Olney Food Festival (BOFF) is fast 
approaching and we are again seeking 
volunteers. We need even more help this 
year due to our extra comedy night on the 
Friday, so even if you can only volunteer 
for an hour over the weekend, it all helps.

on the day, speed checks are only of 
limited value. What is needed is a physical 
change to the carriageway (speed bumps 
or a chicane) to make it impossible to 
exceed the speed limit.
Trevor Yorke 
Sherington

Thanks to Tanya

Dear Sir
I moved to Olney in June last year, just 
two weeks after having my first baby. If 
you’ve had children, you will know what a 
momentous and challenging period this is 
for any new parent. Shortly after settling 
in, I was lucky enough to be introduced 
to Tanya James who runs Little Therapy 
Space in Olney.

This year, BOFF runs from 6th to 8th 
September. 
The link below will take you directly to the 
form to complete to let us know when you 
are available:
w w w. b i g o l n e y f o o d f e s t i v a l . c o . u k /
volunteers/
I look forward to seeing you again in 
September. 
Kind regards 
Sheila Woodhead

YOUR
SPEED

Well done Ol’ Boys
Dear Sir
The Olney Trough, an old Olney artifi ce,  was 
damaged recently, but now all is ok as it has 
been repaired by Graham Orin of Olney Ol’ 
Boys and C T Wilson who kindly donated the 
sand and cement. Well done. By email
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Four Pillars -  11

60 High Street, Olney Buckinghamshire  •  www.the4pillarsrestaurant.co.uk

Four Pillars
Tandoori Restaurant

20%
discount on takeaways

Tel: 01234 714083 / 711563

BANQUET NIGHTS 
ARE BACK!
EVERY WEDNESDAY

£16.95 p/p
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat 5-11.30pm
Sundays (1-11pm) offering lunch 
and dinner, including traditional 
English Roasts and steaks!

A great choice for any special occasions:
Birthday parties, anniversaries or weddings
Delivery available within a two mile radius of Olney

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS 
FOR CHRISTMAS

Rea� rs’ Le� ers
Let’s speed up some changes

Dear Sir
As welcome as they should be, once again 
a police speed check was carried out at 
lunchtime in Sherington High Street today 
- the least appropriate time when through 
traffic is at its quietest. My fear is that few 
or no speeding vehicles will be recorded 
and the erroneous conclusion will be drawn 
that there is not a problem here and that 
it is no longer necessary to monitor the 
traffic.
From my 20 year experience living on 
the High Street it is between 7 and 9am 
and 4.30 and 7pm that the most flagrant 
breaches of the 30mph speed limit take 
place. This is the time when school children 
are walking to school or to catch a school 
bus.
I regularly see vehicles travelling at speeds 
I would conservatively estimate at over 
50mph, sometime much faster. In surveys 
conducted in the past it has been well 
documented that cars have been travelling 
through Sherington in excess of 70mph.

Surely, if the Thames Valley Constabulary 
is not to waste its stretched resources, it 
would be at least sensible to monitor the 
speed of the traffic through the village 
when speeding traffic is at its worst? 
Whilst police presence may deter drivers 

The majority of her services are aimed at 
mothers and/or women but Tanya’s work 
goes far beyond the paid services she lists 
on her website, and this is really the reason 
for this email.
For many years, although I’m not sure how 
many, Tanya has supported countless 
families in Olney and the surrounding 
areas. She tirelessly goes out of her way to 
find new ways to help connect women and 
their families to various different support 
systems, build and protect communities 
and spread kindness and compassion 
when it is most needed.  
It’s a pretty well-known fact that modern 
society doesn’t support the role of 
pregnant women and mothers like it used 
to. However, Tanya is one of the rare few 
who are pushing against this and changing 
things for the better. 
I know there must be so many women and 
their families who would like to publicly 
thank Tanya for all the work she does and 
I hope this is a good platform to do so.
Kathryn Giddy
By email

Can you help out? It’s food for 
thought

Dear Sir

The Big Olney Food Festival (BOFF) is fast 
approaching and we are again seeking 
volunteers. We need even more help this 
year due to our extra comedy night on the 
Friday, so even if you can only volunteer 
for an hour over the weekend, it all helps.

on the day, speed checks are only of 
limited value. What is needed is a physical 
change to the carriageway (speed bumps 
or a chicane) to make it impossible to 
exceed the speed limit.
Trevor Yorke 
Sherington

Thanks to Tanya

Dear Sir
I moved to Olney in June last year, just 
two weeks after having my first baby. If 
you’ve had children, you will know what a 
momentous and challenging period this is 
for any new parent. Shortly after settling 
in, I was lucky enough to be introduced 
to Tanya James who runs Little Therapy 
Space in Olney.

This year, BOFF runs from 6th to 8th 
September. 
The link below will take you directly to the 
form to complete to let us know when you 
are available:
w w w. b i g o l n e y f o o d f e s t i v a l . c o . u k /
volunteers/
I look forward to seeing you again in 
September. 
Kind regards 
Sheila Woodhead

YOUR
SPEED

Well done Ol’ Boys
Dear Sir
The Olney Trough, an old Olney artifi ce,  was 
damaged recently, but now all is ok as it has 
been repaired by Graham Orin of Olney Ol’ 
Boys and C T Wilson who kindly donated the 
sand and cement. Well done. By email



12  Phonebox Magazine  |  September 2024

@ Entertainment - September   12

12  Phonebox Magazine  |  September 2024

Dates might change: check with venue

From pop idol to stage villain, Kym Marsh has prov-
en her popularity with all ages. Now she’s taking on 
the role of Cruella de Vil, and loving it. Phonebox’s 
Tom Johnston found out more.

WHAT’S COMING UP IN: SEPTEMBER

She made her name as one fi fth of chart-toppers Hear’Say, pursued a 
stage career and was then on Coronation Street for 13 years – Kym Marsh 
is one of Britain’s best-loved performers.
And now she’s back on stage and tapping into her dark side, playing 
the dog-murdering fashionista Cruella de Vil in a new UK tour of 101 
Dalmatians The Musical.
And it’s a tough ask: she’s playing a lead role in a big show and there are 
plenty of solo singing slots in the production. 
“If you don’t sing, you forget,” she says. Last year she had a supporting 
role in the Take That musical Greatest Hits but there was nowhere near 
as much singing in that as there is ‘Dalmatians’.
“I didn’t have a lot to sing – there were no solos and nothing hugely taxing, 
whereas in this I’ve got my own songs, and there’s lots to learn.”
But Kym’s used to hard work and punishing schedules, right from when 
she was a young girl starting out in show business while bringing up two 
young children as a single mum. 
“I fell pregnant at a very young age and my parents were like: ‘this is even 
more reason for you to continue and carry on pursuing your dream and 
make the life that you want, not just for you but for the children’. I was 
very much spurred on by them and I’m thankful for that.”
So along came Popstars, the ITV series that took unknown performers 
and made them into a pop band. Kym calls that a ‘unique and very strange 
time’ but it certainly put her and her four fellow Hear’Say band members 
– Myleen Klass, Suzanne Shaw, Noel Sullivan and Danny Foster – in the 
spotlight.
After leaving Hear’Say Kym embarked on a solo singing career with only 
medium success but was off ered a role in the West End production of 
Saturday Night Fever. 
“Once I started to do that. I remembered my love of acting which I had as 
a teenager but had not pursued because I felt like I could make money 
singing in pubs and clubs,” she says.
After a few small TV roles she was off ered the part of Michelle Connor 
in Coronation Street and went on to become a household telly name. 
Kym was only contracted for four episodes of Corrie but made such an 
impression producers asked her to come back for more.
“I’ve been very fortunate as I’ve been given some amazing opportunities 
and had a lot of people believe in me, even if I didn’t necessarily believe 
in myself,” says Kym.
And so to 101 Dalmatians and Cruella. What can fans expect from her in 
this big stage production?
“I enjoy playing villainous roles because they’re so far removed from me,” 
she says. “So you really have to try to get in the head of that person. I think 
people are going to absolutely love her. The costumes are so brilliant, 
and when she walks on, she’s just in command of everything – she’s the 
most fun character ever.”

101 Dalmatians The Musical is at Milton Keynes Theatre from Tuesday 
1st to Saturday 5th October.

She’s a De Vil in disguise
Sun 1st
An Evening of Poetry 
& Prose
The Place Theatre, Bedford

Sun 1st
Milkshake Live! On Holiday
Bedford Corn Exchange

Sun 1st
Shark in the Park!
Stantonbury Theatre, Milton 
Keynes

Mon 2nd-Sat 7th
Hairspray The Musical
Milton Keynes Theatre

Tue 3rd
Bootleg Blondie
The Stables, Wavendon

Fri 6th-Sat 7th
NOW That’s What I Call 
A Musical
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

Fri 6th
Whitney – 
Queen Of The Night
Bedford Corn Exchange

Fri 6th
Robbed Zombie
Craufurd Arms, Wolverton

Fri 6th
Joe Pasquale: 
The New Normal
Castle Theatre, Wellingborough

Fri 6th
Performers’ Night @ 
The Song Loft
York House Centre, 
Stony Stratford

Sat 7th
Martin Turner ex-Wish-
bone Ash
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

Sat 7th
The Time Travelling Baron
The Quarry Theatre, Bedford

Sun 8th
An Evening With Jimmy 
Tarbuck
Castle Theatre, Wellingborough

Sun 8th
Sarah Millican: 
Late Bloomer
Milton Keynes Theatre

Wed 11th
G4 20th Anniversary 
Tour 2024
The Stables, Wavendon

Wed 11th
An Evening With 
Laurel & Hardy
Castle Theatre, Wellingborough

Thu 12th
Lebrock
Bedford Esquires

Fri 13th
The Merry Wives 
of Windsor
The Place Theatre, Bedford

Fri 13th
Kickin It Country
Roadmender, Northampton

Fri 13th
Shakatak
The Stables, Wavendon

Sat 14th
Keith James – The Music 
of Leonard Cohen
The Place Theatre, Bedford

Sat 14th
Nirvana UK
Roadmender, Northampton

Sat 14th
The 2Tones Ska Band
Craufurd Arms, Wolverton

Sat 14th
Creedence 
Clearwater Review
Bedford Esquires

Sun 15th
An Evening of 
Classic Reggae
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

Sun 15th
Ben Elton: 
Authentic Stupidity
Milton Keynes Theatre

Tue 17th
Tim Peake: Astronauts
Milton Keynes Theatre

Tue 17th
Adam Kay – Undoctored
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

Wed 18th
Queenz: 
Drag Me To The Disco!
Castle Theatre, Wellingborough

Thu 19th
Aled Jones: Full Circle
The Stables, Wavendon

Fri 20th
Bu� alo Gals @ 
The Song Loft
York House Centre, Stony Stratford

Fri 20th
Magic Of The Bee Gees
Bedford Corn Exchange

Fri 20th
Dad’s Army Radio Show
The Quarry Theatre, Bedford

Fri 20th
Kenny Thomas: 
Behind The Groove
Roadmender, Northampton

Sat 21st
Beatlemania!
Stantonbury Theatre, 
Milton Keynes

Sat 21st
DJ Yoda – 50 Years of Hip 
Hop
Roadmender, Northampton

Sun 22nd
Richard Jobson: 
In Conversation
Bedford Esquires

Mon 23rd
Dom Joly: 
The Conspiracy Tour
The Stables, Wavendon

Wed 25th
Edward Scissorhands: 
Matthew Bourne
Castle Theatre, Wellingborough

EDITOR’S PICK
Thu 26th
Hawxx
Craufurd Arms, Wolverton

Thu 26th
One Man Poe
The Quarry Theatre, Bedford

Thu 26th
Psychic Sally
Bedford Corn Exchange

Thu 26th
Merrill Osmond
The Stables, Wavendon

Fri 27th
The Kopycat Killers
Roadmender, Northampton

Fri 27th
The Very Best of 
Tommy Cooper
Stantonbury Theatre, 
Milton Keynes

Sat 28th
Fleetwood Bac
Roadmender, Northampton

Sat 28th
CODA – Tribute to Led 
Zeppelin
Bedford Esquires

Sat 28th
Golden Brass
Stantonbury Theatre, 
Milton Keynes

Sun 29th
Legend: The Music of 
Bob Marley
Milton Keynes Theatre

Sun 29th
Battlesnake
Craufurd Arms, Wolverton

Sun 29th
Thank You For The 
Music Tribute
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

Sun 29th-Mon 30th
The Shires: 
The Two Of Us Tour
The Stables, Wavendon

September highlights
Danny Beard: 
Straight 
Expectations
Friday 20 
September, 8pm
Join Drag Race UK winner Danny Beard 
and their full live band for a five-star night 
of killer vocals, snappy comedy, put-downs 
and pick-me-ups. (16+)

Peter Cox
Saturday 21 
September, 8pm
As the singer, co-
writer, and frontman 
of Go West, Peter Cox 
has enjoyed a career spanning four 
decades with a string of hits including We 
Close Our Eyes, Call Me, Don’t Look Down
and Goodbye Girl. Alongside this, he has 
maintained a successful solo career.

Dom Joly: The 
Conspiracy Tour
Monday 23 
September, 8pm
Comedian and writer 
Dom Joly presents a hilarious, fascinating 
and slightly anarchic guide to the wacky 
world of conspiracies. (14+)

The Leo Green 
Experience
Saturday 28 
September, 8pm
Enjoy your favourite 
songs from the last 30 years or so, 
reworked into jazzy, soulful, sax-drenched 
brilliance, that will have you on your feet 
and singing along.

The Stables
Wavendon
Milton Keynes
MK17 8LU 
Box office: 
01908 280800
stables.org
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From pop idol to stage villain, Kym Marsh has prov-
en her popularity with all ages. Now she’s taking on 
the role of Cruella de Vil, and loving it. Phonebox’s 
Tom Johnston found out more.

WHAT’S COMING UP IN: SEPTEMBER

She made her name as one fi fth of chart-toppers Hear’Say, pursued a 
stage career and was then on Coronation Street for 13 years – Kym Marsh 
is one of Britain’s best-loved performers.
And now she’s back on stage and tapping into her dark side, playing 
the dog-murdering fashionista Cruella de Vil in a new UK tour of 101 
Dalmatians The Musical.
And it’s a tough ask: she’s playing a lead role in a big show and there are 
plenty of solo singing slots in the production. 
“If you don’t sing, you forget,” she says. Last year she had a supporting 
role in the Take That musical Greatest Hits but there was nowhere near 
as much singing in that as there is ‘Dalmatians’.
“I didn’t have a lot to sing – there were no solos and nothing hugely taxing, 
whereas in this I’ve got my own songs, and there’s lots to learn.”
But Kym’s used to hard work and punishing schedules, right from when 
she was a young girl starting out in show business while bringing up two 
young children as a single mum. 
“I fell pregnant at a very young age and my parents were like: ‘this is even 
more reason for you to continue and carry on pursuing your dream and 
make the life that you want, not just for you but for the children’. I was 
very much spurred on by them and I’m thankful for that.”
So along came Popstars, the ITV series that took unknown performers 
and made them into a pop band. Kym calls that a ‘unique and very strange 
time’ but it certainly put her and her four fellow Hear’Say band members 
– Myleen Klass, Suzanne Shaw, Noel Sullivan and Danny Foster – in the 
spotlight.
After leaving Hear’Say Kym embarked on a solo singing career with only 
medium success but was off ered a role in the West End production of 
Saturday Night Fever. 
“Once I started to do that. I remembered my love of acting which I had as 
a teenager but had not pursued because I felt like I could make money 
singing in pubs and clubs,” she says.
After a few small TV roles she was off ered the part of Michelle Connor 
in Coronation Street and went on to become a household telly name. 
Kym was only contracted for four episodes of Corrie but made such an 
impression producers asked her to come back for more.
“I’ve been very fortunate as I’ve been given some amazing opportunities 
and had a lot of people believe in me, even if I didn’t necessarily believe 
in myself,” says Kym.
And so to 101 Dalmatians and Cruella. What can fans expect from her in 
this big stage production?
“I enjoy playing villainous roles because they’re so far removed from me,” 
she says. “So you really have to try to get in the head of that person. I think 
people are going to absolutely love her. The costumes are so brilliant, 
and when she walks on, she’s just in command of everything – she’s the 
most fun character ever.”

101 Dalmatians The Musical is at Milton Keynes Theatre from Tuesday 
1st to Saturday 5th October.

She’s a De Vil in disguise
Sun 1st
An Evening of Poetry 
& Prose
The Place Theatre, Bedford

Sun 1st
Milkshake Live! On Holiday
Bedford Corn Exchange

Sun 1st
Shark in the Park!
Stantonbury Theatre, Milton 
Keynes

Mon 2nd-Sat 7th
Hairspray The Musical
Milton Keynes Theatre

Tue 3rd
Bootleg Blondie
The Stables, Wavendon

Fri 6th-Sat 7th
NOW That’s What I Call 
A Musical
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

Fri 6th
Whitney – 
Queen Of The Night
Bedford Corn Exchange

Fri 6th
Robbed Zombie
Craufurd Arms, Wolverton

Fri 6th
Joe Pasquale: 
The New Normal
Castle Theatre, Wellingborough

Fri 6th
Performers’ Night @ 
The Song Loft
York House Centre, 
Stony Stratford

Sat 7th
Martin Turner ex-Wish-
bone Ash
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

Sat 7th
The Time Travelling Baron
The Quarry Theatre, Bedford

Sun 8th
An Evening With Jimmy 
Tarbuck
Castle Theatre, Wellingborough

Sun 8th
Sarah Millican: 
Late Bloomer
Milton Keynes Theatre

Wed 11th
G4 20th Anniversary 
Tour 2024
The Stables, Wavendon

Wed 11th
An Evening With 
Laurel & Hardy
Castle Theatre, Wellingborough

Thu 12th
Lebrock
Bedford Esquires

Fri 13th
The Merry Wives 
of Windsor
The Place Theatre, Bedford

Fri 13th
Kickin It Country
Roadmender, Northampton

Fri 13th
Shakatak
The Stables, Wavendon

Sat 14th
Keith James – The Music 
of Leonard Cohen
The Place Theatre, Bedford

Sat 14th
Nirvana UK
Roadmender, Northampton

Sat 14th
The 2Tones Ska Band
Craufurd Arms, Wolverton

Sat 14th
Creedence 
Clearwater Review
Bedford Esquires

Sun 15th
An Evening of 
Classic Reggae
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

Sun 15th
Ben Elton: 
Authentic Stupidity
Milton Keynes Theatre

Tue 17th
Tim Peake: Astronauts
Milton Keynes Theatre

Tue 17th
Adam Kay – Undoctored
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

Wed 18th
Queenz: 
Drag Me To The Disco!
Castle Theatre, Wellingborough

Thu 19th
Aled Jones: Full Circle
The Stables, Wavendon

Fri 20th
Bu� alo Gals @ 
The Song Loft
York House Centre, Stony Stratford

Fri 20th
Magic Of The Bee Gees
Bedford Corn Exchange

Fri 20th
Dad’s Army Radio Show
The Quarry Theatre, Bedford

Fri 20th
Kenny Thomas: 
Behind The Groove
Roadmender, Northampton

Sat 21st
Beatlemania!
Stantonbury Theatre, 
Milton Keynes

Sat 21st
DJ Yoda – 50 Years of Hip 
Hop
Roadmender, Northampton

Sun 22nd
Richard Jobson: 
In Conversation
Bedford Esquires

Mon 23rd
Dom Joly: 
The Conspiracy Tour
The Stables, Wavendon

Wed 25th
Edward Scissorhands: 
Matthew Bourne
Castle Theatre, Wellingborough

EDITOR’S PICK
Thu 26th
Hawxx
Craufurd Arms, Wolverton

Thu 26th
One Man Poe
The Quarry Theatre, Bedford

Thu 26th
Psychic Sally
Bedford Corn Exchange

Thu 26th
Merrill Osmond
The Stables, Wavendon

Fri 27th
The Kopycat Killers
Roadmender, Northampton

Fri 27th
The Very Best of 
Tommy Cooper
Stantonbury Theatre, 
Milton Keynes

Sat 28th
Fleetwood Bac
Roadmender, Northampton

Sat 28th
CODA – Tribute to Led 
Zeppelin
Bedford Esquires

Sat 28th
Golden Brass
Stantonbury Theatre, 
Milton Keynes

Sun 29th
Legend: The Music of 
Bob Marley
Milton Keynes Theatre

Sun 29th
Battlesnake
Craufurd Arms, Wolverton

Sun 29th
Thank You For The 
Music Tribute
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

Sun 29th-Mon 30th
The Shires: 
The Two Of Us Tour
The Stables, Wavendon

September highlights
Danny Beard: 
Straight 
Expectations
Friday 20 
September, 8pm
Join Drag Race UK winner Danny Beard 
and their full live band for a five-star night 
of killer vocals, snappy comedy, put-downs 
and pick-me-ups. (16+)

Peter Cox
Saturday 21 
September, 8pm
As the singer, co-
writer, and frontman 
of Go West, Peter Cox 
has enjoyed a career spanning four 
decades with a string of hits including We 
Close Our Eyes, Call Me, Don’t Look Down
and Goodbye Girl. Alongside this, he has 
maintained a successful solo career.

Dom Joly: The 
Conspiracy Tour
Monday 23 
September, 8pm
Comedian and writer 
Dom Joly presents a hilarious, fascinating 
and slightly anarchic guide to the wacky 
world of conspiracies. (14+)

The Leo Green 
Experience
Saturday 28 
September, 8pm
Enjoy your favourite 
songs from the last 30 years or so, 
reworked into jazzy, soulful, sax-drenched 
brilliance, that will have you on your feet 
and singing along.

The Stables
Wavendon
Milton Keynes
MK17 8LU 
Box office: 
01908 280800
stables.org
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It’s nearly 30 years old and has played over 30,000 times in theatres around the world and now Chicago is back 
on tour in the UK. And guess where it’s starting? Phonebox’s Tom Johnston reveals all.

Chica-go and see it!

Set amidst the razzle-dazzle decadence of the 1920s, Chicago is the 
story of Roxie Hart, a housewife and nightclub dancer who murders her 
lover after he threatens to walk out on her. 
Desperate to avoid conviction, she dupes the public, the media and her 
rival cellmate, Velma Kelly, by hiring Chicago’s slickest criminal lawyer to 
transform her malicious crime into a barrage of sensational headlines, 
and her into a showbiz-style celebrity.
It’s a musical based on a play originally written by former newspaper 
journalist Maurine Dallas Watkins. The characters are based loosely on 
actual criminals who she saw during her time as a court reporter.
Created by the musical theatre talents of John Kander, Fred Ebb and 
legendary choreographer Bob Fosse, Chicago’s sexy, sassy score 
includes the show-stopping songs ‘Razzle Dazzle’, ‘Cell Block Tango’, 
and ‘All That Jazz’.  
Winner of six Tony Awards, two Olivier Awards and a Grammy, Chicago is 
the longest running American musical in Broadway and West End history.

Since it opened in New York in 1996, the show has played in 38 countries 
worldwide, and been performed in English, Dutch, German, Swedish, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Russian, Italian, French, Danish, Japanese 
and Korean.  
Worldwide it has been seen by an estimated 34 million people, made more 
than £1.3 billion and has played over 33,500 performances.
The 1996 Broadway revival of Chicago was choreographed by Ann 
Reinking, who had starred in the show, in the style of Bob Fosse, directed 
by Walter Bobbie, and produced by Barry and Fran Weissler.
And now the legendary production is coming back again in the form of a 
UK tour. It all starts at Milton Keynes Theatre next month before heading 
across the UK well into 2025.  

Chicago is at Milton Keynes Theatre from Saturday 12th to Saturday 
19th October.

Wellington Boots  •  Coats  •  Gilets
Walking Boots  •  Jumpers  •  Hats  •  Scarves 

on your doorstep!
Autumn Essentials

Visit us: 19 Stilebrook Road, Olney, MK46 5EA

www.countryandstable.co.uk
*T&C's Apply. Expires: 31/03/25 - Full Price Items Only

Exclusive 10% off in store and online. Use code: PHONEBOX10 

Did you 

know you can 

Click & 

Collect?
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lover after he threatens to walk out on her. 
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It’s a musical based on a play originally written by former newspaper 
journalist Maurine Dallas Watkins. The characters are based loosely on 
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Created by the musical theatre talents of John Kander, Fred Ebb and 
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Cox & Co.
Chartered Accountants & Registered Auditors

Cox & Co. are a firm of Chartered Accountants with a wealth 
of experience, specialising in AUDITING companies ranging 
from smaller companies who may not legally need an audit 
to companies having a turnover of £100 million.

We are amazed at the positive feedback we get after acting 
for new Audit Clients, who talk of their previous Auditors being 
unhelpful and costly.

Reasons to move to us are:

•  We fit around your timetable

•  We make the Audit experience   
 enjoyable rather than cumbersome,  
 ... whilst maintaining independence.

•  Our fees are reasonable and can  
 often be 50% to that of a large firm,  
 especially in London. David Cox BA FCA FCCA

 

 
If you would like to discuss your Audit requirements  

or receive a quote then please contact David by email  
at david@coxco.co.uk

or call Miss Moneypenny to arrange an appointment  
on 01234 888703

or visit us at Coxy Castle www.coxco.co.uk

The Granary, High Street, Turvey, Beds, MK43 8DB

Tel: 07966 134 933

Elite Travel
Alan’s 

Offering up to 16 seat travel

alanselitetravel.co.uk

A friendly service at competitive rates

Airport, Seaport Transfers & Special Occasions

Your local based taxi service for 
Olney & surrounding villages

Your local based taxi service for Your local based taxi service for 
Alan’s Elite Travel  16

Cox & Co  16

WH Peacock  16

Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way, Bedford MK42 0PE   01234 266 366    peacockauction.co.uk

Antique & Modern Furniture • Clocks • Books  
Ceramics & Glassware • Pictures & Prints  

Bicycles • Jewellery & Watches • Collectables  
Garage Tools & Equipment  

Retail Products & Stock • Vehicles
Household Electrical Items  

Office Furniture & Equipment   
Horticultural & Commercial Equipment  

Building Materials • Garden Furniture & Effects

Visit the Bedford Auction Centre to enjoy  
the excitement of a live auction.

Weekly Auctions

Emberton is Ofsted Good  16

Emberton is Ofsted Good! The staff , children and parents at Acorn Day Nursery in 
Emberton are celebrating after receiving Good in every 
category in a recent Ofsted inspection.

The report commented that ‘the staff  greet children with broad smiles and continue 
to create a positive and happy environment throughout the day. The impact of this on 
children’s well-being and sense of belonging is seen very clearly through children’s clear 
enjoyment for being at nursery.’ The report also noted that ‘staff  consistently help children 
learn to manage their emotions and consider the needs of others.’
The Nursery’s outdoor provision – especially the Nature Kindergarten – was also recognised 
as a strength of the curriculum, highlighting ‘here staff  are especially eff ective at teaching 
children about the natural world and how to manage risks and keep themselves safe.’ The 

report also noted that ‘babies and young toddlers receive a 
highly eff ective start to their learning journey. They thrive in 
the nurturing and inspiring learning environment that staff  
create. Staff  are very alert to the changing needs of these 
young children.’
Francesca Flewers is new to her role as the Nursery Manager 
at Emberton and was described as a role model for staff  
and leading by example, ‘consistently modelling high-quality 
teaching skills when working directly with the children’. 
Francesca said ‘Our Ofsted Inspection was a wonderful 
experience. Our inspector made the whole team feel at ease 
from the fi rst step she made into the nursery. The day ran how 
any other usually would, the children and staff  were happy, 
calm and engaged throughout the day and it was an absolute 
pleasure to showcase what we do here at Emberton.’
Zoe Raven, CEO of Acorn Early Years said ‘we are delighted with 
the report, particularly in the way it highlights the strengths of 
our Nature Kindergarten and the opportunities off ered by the 
extensive outdoor space, which is so important for children. 
We’re very proud of Francesca and her team.’

The nursey off ers full and part-time care for up to 36 places 
for babies, toddlers and pre-school children, and are open 
from 7.30am to 6.15pm, Monday to Friday, all year round. If 
you would like to enquire about a nursery space, or if you 
would like to apply for a position at any of the Acorn Day 
Nurseries, please get in touch on 01908 510309 or email 
HR@acornearlyyears.org.uk. 
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Replace the pane, not the frame!
All glazing backed by our

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money

“I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”
Janet Beard

We are a 
Which?

Trusted Trader

Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up?
Established for over 16 years, Cloudy2Clear 
windows have become the UK’s leading 
company for domestic glass replacement. 
Customers are no longer needing to risk their 
windows by using the dreaded double glazing 
cowboy down the road,  instead, now they can 
join over 320,000 happy customers and have 
their glass replaced in an affordable and ethical 
manner.  Remember, a failed glass unit may no 
longer provide you with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not spend a few 
minutes checking your home to see if you have 

any failed double glazing?  If you act now you 
can avoid any future costly problems.

When talking to the Manager of Cloudy2Clear 
windows Stephen Moon it became clear that 
these values have been held dear for a number 
of years. Since starting the business some years 
ago Cloudy2Clear have remained true to their 
core values of supporting the local community by 
providing a service that saves the public money.
The Cloudy2Clear service only requires the 
glass to be replaced and not the whole window 

once the unit has failed. Stephen commented 
“Cloudy2Clear were able to assist our community 
through the last financial crisis in 2008 due 
to the savings that can be made in using our 
service. Unfortunately we might be going through 
something similar again soon and the public can 
rest assured that we will be there to help once 
again”.

For a free quotation please call 
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.cloudy2clear.com
www.cloudy2clear.com

All C2C 
employees 
operate a 
strict social 
distancing 
policy.

Custom Glaze   17

Cloudy to Clear   17

Get ready for winter this summer with Custom Glaze

Registered Company

Visit our indoor showroom for the largest selection of energy 
efficient door styles, door glass options, windows, 
conservatories and extensions in the Milton Keynes area
 We guarantee to give our best price first time every time, 

no haggling back and forth on price!
 Honest sound advice from our team of advisors 

offering free no obligation quotes

Visit our showroom or call 01908 650140

Open 6 days (Mon-Sat) at Unit 8, Denbigh Hall Ind. Estate, Milton Keynes, MK3 7QT
Denbigh Hall DriveDenbigh Hall Drive

Watling Street      V4

Watling Street      V4

St
an

din
g W

ay
 H

8

St
an

din
g W

ay
 H

8

A421A5

De
nb

igh
Hall

De
nb

igh
Hall

W
ha

dd
on

 W
ay

W
ha

dd
on

 W
ay

Or go to customglaze.co.uk to arrange a quote
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es4343 Exceptional aftercare service from 

our dedicated service engineers
 Now in our 43rd year of trading

Over 6000 positive reviews online 

Showroom

Open 6 Days 

a Week

Emberton is Ofsted Good! The staff , children and parents at Acorn Day Nursery in 
Emberton are celebrating after receiving Good in every 
category in a recent Ofsted inspection.

The report commented that ‘the staff  greet children with broad smiles and continue 
to create a positive and happy environment throughout the day. The impact of this on 
children’s well-being and sense of belonging is seen very clearly through children’s clear 
enjoyment for being at nursery.’ The report also noted that ‘staff  consistently help children 
learn to manage their emotions and consider the needs of others.’
The Nursery’s outdoor provision – especially the Nature Kindergarten – was also recognised 
as a strength of the curriculum, highlighting ‘here staff  are especially eff ective at teaching 
children about the natural world and how to manage risks and keep themselves safe.’ The 

report also noted that ‘babies and young toddlers receive a 
highly eff ective start to their learning journey. They thrive in 
the nurturing and inspiring learning environment that staff  
create. Staff  are very alert to the changing needs of these 
young children.’
Francesca Flewers is new to her role as the Nursery Manager 
at Emberton and was described as a role model for staff  
and leading by example, ‘consistently modelling high-quality 
teaching skills when working directly with the children’. 
Francesca said ‘Our Ofsted Inspection was a wonderful 
experience. Our inspector made the whole team feel at ease 
from the fi rst step she made into the nursery. The day ran how 
any other usually would, the children and staff  were happy, 
calm and engaged throughout the day and it was an absolute 
pleasure to showcase what we do here at Emberton.’
Zoe Raven, CEO of Acorn Early Years said ‘we are delighted with 
the report, particularly in the way it highlights the strengths of 
our Nature Kindergarten and the opportunities off ered by the 
extensive outdoor space, which is so important for children. 
We’re very proud of Francesca and her team.’

The nursey off ers full and part-time care for up to 36 places 
for babies, toddlers and pre-school children, and are open 
from 7.30am to 6.15pm, Monday to Friday, all year round. If 
you would like to enquire about a nursery space, or if you 
would like to apply for a position at any of the Acorn Day 
Nurseries, please get in touch on 01908 510309 or email 
HR@acornearlyyears.org.uk. 
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Newport Pagnell Mayor  18

 Newport Pagnell Cllrs Tony, Jane and Andy 18

Newport Pagnell Mayor’s Update

Newport Pagnell Councillor Corner

Dates for your diary
Community Litter Pick – our next 
session will be on Saturday, 2nd 

November, meeting at 1pm at 
Hopton Grove Play Park to help 
litter pick in the Tickford end of 
the town. Please feel free to just 

come along. 

Councillor Surgery - our next 
surgery dates will be 28th 

September 2024, and our fi nal 
session for the year on 26th 

October 2024, from 10 – 11.30am 
at the Swan Revived Hotel, 

Newport Pagnell.  

Newport Pagnell South FOCUS Team, Cllrs Jane & Andy Carr, Tony Oyakhire

Harben House – Housing for the 
Homeless
You may have recently read that the 
company that owns Harben House Hotel is 
intending to contract with MKCC to provide 
temporary accommodation, up to 90 days, 
for those experiencing homelessness. 
The scheme will offer places to single 
people, a single parent and a child or 
couples, but will not be used for housing 
those seeking asylum, as the responsibility 
for caring for them remains with the Home 
Offi  ce, not the Local Housing Authority.  
We are advised that council employees 
will be on-site throughout the project, 
undertaking housing assessments in 
order to ensure those seeking housing 
are eligible. If found to be, then they will 

be moved on to 
more permanent 
housing. 
Whilst we welcome 
a n y  i n i t i a t i v e 
that reduces our 
homeless numbers, 
we have sought 
assurances at the 
Delegated Decision 
meeting held on 
6th August 2024 
that the previous 
Director, who was 

found to have committed off ences as a 
landlord, is no longer involved and will 
not have any input into the running of this 
project. 
Further, we have asked for assurances 
that if it came to light that they became 
involved, that the contract would be 
reconsidered. 
We have been told that the Council believe 
that their due diligence is sufficient to 
assure them, and whilst these assurances 
are not legally binding, the confi rmation is 
on record via the YouTube recording of the 
meeting. Should issues arise, we will hold 
the Council to account. 
We have also had assurances that those 
housed at Harben House Hotel will remain 

with their current GP, and children will not 
be expected to move schools. 

Family Cinema Events
There are to be two family fi lm events at 
the Mead Centre, one in half-term on 29th 
October with a Halloween theme and the 
other around Christmas. Details will be 
available on the Mead Centre website, or 
call into the centre to ask. 
Do come along and support these event, 
which is hoped will become a fi xed date in 
the Town’s diary. 

In August I was privileged to be at Willen Road 
sports ground when Leah Williamson OBE 
officially opened the new “Leah Williamson 
Pitch”, a 3G artifi cial pitch which can therefore 
be used more often than grass. It is a fabulous 
addition to our town’s main outdoor sports 
ground and a lasting reminder of the success 
of the England Captain and her teammates. 
The town council believe sport should be 
for all and are delighted to see women’s and 
girls’ sports grow at many clubs, including the 
significant expansion of women’s and girls’ 
football at Newport Pagnell Town Football Club 
over the last few years.
We’re proud of the various sports facilities 
we have and encourage you to come and 
participate or support us.
A short distance from the sports ground, the 
development of Milton Keynes East is now 
taking shape, and the erection of the first 
warehouses are really changing the landscape.
Until now there has been a sense of a ‘green 
belt’ between the edge of the new city at the 
motorway and our old town, but the reality is 
that it is disappearing. Schools and housing 

will soon be going up too, and we’ve still to 
experience the roadworks for months more 
before the A509 reopens fully and the much 
larger traffic-light controlled Marsh End 
roundabout is fi nished. 
The highways were the subject of a public 
meeting I chaired for the City Council in July, 
and my town council colleagues and I continue 
to collate the comments of local residents 
and pass them to the Highways and Planning 
Authority (MKCC), where responsibility for all 
that sits.
MKCC are currently consulting on MK Futures 
2050, the strategy for the next few decades, 
which includes following MK East with further 
development down “our side” of the motorway 
between junctions 14 and 13. 
If you want to have a say on this proposal, 
please go to https://www.mkfutures2050.com
I also hope local residents’ diaries include:
*  Firework display, Friday 3rd November 
*  Remembrance Sunday, 10th November
*  Christmas Light switch on festival, Saturday 

30th November

As always, Phonebox readers with any 
comments about Newport Pagnell, 

can contact me at pauldayMK@
outlook.com and you can also follow 
my Mayoral activity on my Facebook 
page “Paul Day, Newport Pagnell” (@

PaulkDayMK).
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Wellingborough School 19

OPPORTUNITIES
UNLOCKED THIS AUTUMN

Senior School &
Sixth Form-
Saturday, 5th
October 2024

Prep School - 
Friday 27th
September 2024

Bookings now open for our Prep and Senior
open days 

01933 222427  |  admissions@wellingboroughschool.org |  www.wellingboroughschool.org 

Scan the QR to
book or register via
our website
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Dominic Mills & Co 20

AJ Accountancy 20

• Company Accounts
• Corporati on Tax   
 Returns
• Sole Trader and 

Partnership Accounts

Email: andrew@aj-accountancy.co.uk
Tel: 07799 398555 or 01234 713151

17 High Street, Olney House, Olney, Bucks, MK46 4EB

• Self-Assessment
• Payroll
• VAT & Book-Keeping
• Tax Advice and 
 Business Start Up

www.aj-accountancy.co.uk

Dominic Mills & Co
Solicitors
Specialists in:

Wills
Powers of Attorney

Deputyship applications
Probate and administration of estates

Inheritance tax planning
Care fees advice

Please contact Steven Higham
Brewery House, 
84 High Street

Newport Pagnell, 
Buckinghamshire

MK16 8AQ
Tel: 01908 618708

email: sh@dmillsandco.com
Website: www.dmillsandco.com

Jane Smith Financial  20
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Contact us today on 01908 693000 or visit our website 

purcellsolicitors.co.uk to see how we can assist you.

Time to Feel 
Like You Again
We are a niche, specialist team of qualif ied 

Family Law Solicitors. Dedicated to using our 

specialised skillsets to support our clients 

through diff icult periods in their lives. 
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Olney Councillors Keith & Peter 22

Ward Councillor Debbie Whitworth 22

Olney - 20mph Speed Limit
Well, after what seems to have been a very long 
time, the 20mph zones have been implemented. 
The areas covered by the Traffi  c Regulation 
Order are as previously reported, but the new 
Yardley Manor development has also been 
included. The speed humps on Yardley Road 
have also been installed and marked. We will 
ask for follow-up speed monitoring by Milton 
Keynes City Council (MKCC) in a few months, 
and perhaps the Community Speed Watch 
team could undertake some deployments? 

Verge Cutting and Litter Picking
Ironically, the day before this article was 
written MKCC wrote to Keith regarding these 
subjects. The communication included: The 
new contract is enshrined with ‘contractor 
shall not cut litter’. Those of you who drive 
along some of the ‘B’ roads in the Ward will 
have noticed that the contractor does not 
seem to have followed this mantra, as there 
are multiple examples of litter where one item 
has become two or more items!
With regard to the ‘A’ roads, the proposal is 

to close them at night to enable litter picking 
to occur before verge cutting. As reported 
last month, a Traffi  c Regulation Order will be 
required to enact traffi  c management, but a 
month later, this will remain in the planning 
stage. We wonder if the plan is to start in 2025! 

Potholes and the State of the Roads
Summer is normally a time when we see our 
roads improve, with lots of potholes being 
fi lled and most of the resurfacing happening. 
While quite a bit of work has been happening 
this summer, it’s not quite as much as we 
had expected. We have received a number of 
reports about signifi cantly deep potholes (6-7 
inches deep) not being repaired. Historically, 
Milton Keynes Council would fi ll all potholes 
that were over 2 inches deep, but at the end 
of 2023, they took highways inspections back 
from the contractor and did it themselves; 
one of the reasons was it would give them 
fl exibility in what potholes were to be fi lled.
This could have been a positive; theoretically 
more potholes could have been fi lled; however 
with the reports we have received, it seems 

this is being used as a reason not to fi x some 
potholes. If you fi nd potholes, please report 
them online through the council system. If 
you get a response that says they will not be 
repaired and they seem deeper than 2 inches, 
please get in touch with us so we can build a 
case to force the council to change its mind 
on these decisions. Roads in rural areas often 
suff er much more with poor road conditions, so 
it is important that we get this sorted out.

New City Plan Consultation
A reminder that the draft New City Plan 
(NCP) is being consulted upon until 5pm, 9th 
October. The consultation can be found at 
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/city-plan. We are 
aware that most parish councils in the Ward will 
be discussing the matter at their September 
meetings prior to making their submission. 
Why not pop along to your PC meeting and 
contribute to the PC’s response?
We cannot stress enough how important it is 
to make your views known about any aspect 
of the draft Plan. Do not leave it to others; your 
views matter!

Ward Councillors surgery
We will continue to hold our Ward councillors’ 
surgery over the summer as we do every 
month on the fi rst Friday of the month, at the 
Olney Centre from 7pm. Please do drop by if we 
can help with anything or contact us using the 
details provided above.

Olney Ward Councillor Corner
CONTACT DEBBIE:
Tel: 07494 681907 / 
debbie.whitworth@milton-
keynes.gov.uk
My ward surgeries are every 
Tuesday, 10am-12pm at the 
Olney Centre. No need to 
book, just pop along.

Cllr Debbie Whitworth

Parking problems
Parking remains a big problem for a growing 
number of residents especially those who are 
elderly and infi rm, anyone who is disabled and 
also parents with babies and young children who 
have prams and buggies. People are telling me that 
trying to cross a street safely without being forced 
into the road by a badly parked car to access a 
pavement is causing huge upset and frustration 
to many. I’ve reached out to MK City Council and 
relayed just how badly residents are suff ering on 
a daily basis and the never-ending obstacles they 
have to endure simply to navigate their way around 
town. And I say ‘enough is enough’.
I’ve requested an offi  cer from the Highways 
department come out to meet with me, where I will 
personally take them around so they can witness 
fi rst-hand the awful and upsetting experiences 
residents face trying to cross a road in safety (and 
it simply isn’t safe for them).
A visit has been agreed, and I hope to be able to 
update you all next month.

Little People signs
With school budgets stretched, I’m reaching out to 
individuals and businesses from across the Olney 
ward for your support in raising funds so that I 

can purchase some of the ‘Little People’ featured 
in last month’s magazine and get them into our 
neighbouring village schools and in Olney. 
The safety of our school children is paramount 
so any donations to this fund to help me secure 
these practical pieces of equipment will be hugely 
appreciated. They really do give out a compelling  
message to drivers to slow down, stop and think 
before parking irresponsibly. 
If there are any businesses out there or any 
individuals who would kindly like to buy one of these 
signs for the schools, please see the attached fund 
raising link to make a donation: 
www.gofundme.com (and search for ‘little people’)
A huge thank you to those who have kindly donated 
so far. I’ve ordered some, but please let’s keep this 
fund growing so that all of our neighbouring village 
schools who will benefi t can get one before the 
schools go back this month. 

Potholes in Spring Lane 
After requesting an explanation as to why nothing 
has happened on planned works programmed for 
1st July, I received the following from Highways:

Highways can confi rm that the work that was due 
to take place in early July was delayed and has 
been moved into the new ‘Elastomac’ process 

in the next few months (the exact date is to be 
programmed). This change in programme was a 
result of the ‘Elastomac’ process being far more 
suitable and effi  cient for these types of holes.
As soon as I have a revised work date, I will, of 
course, update everyone.

Lavendon potholes 
Rectory Orchard: I have escalated the potholes 
situation at this location, asking for a timeframe for 
when work will commence. As soon as I receive a 
response, I will update the residents of Lavendon. 
The same goes for the remaining potholes at the 
bottom of Olney Road.

MK City Plan 2050 drop in session, Olney
This was well attended at varying times during 
the event between 2-8pm. We had around 50 
people turn up. The main issues raised were 
around transport (bus services/MK Connect, A509 
through the town), infrastructure provision (health 
and education in particular), and solar/wind areas 
of search within the plan. All issues raised will be 
fed back to MKCC by the planning policy manager.

Olney Ward
Councillor 
Corner Cllr Peter GearyCllr Keith McLean

Keith: 07983 456081 
keith.mclean@milton-
keynes.gov.uk 

Peter: 07774 939404 
peter.geary@milton-
keynes.gov.uk

CONTACT US:
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Well, after what seems to have been a very long 
time, the 20mph zones have been implemented. 
The areas covered by the Traffi  c Regulation 
Order are as previously reported, but the new 
Yardley Manor development has also been 
included. The speed humps on Yardley Road 
have also been installed and marked. We will 
ask for follow-up speed monitoring by Milton 
Keynes City Council (MKCC) in a few months, 
and perhaps the Community Speed Watch 
team could undertake some deployments? 

Verge Cutting and Litter Picking
Ironically, the day before this article was 
written MKCC wrote to Keith regarding these 
subjects. The communication included: The 
new contract is enshrined with ‘contractor 
shall not cut litter’. Those of you who drive 
along some of the ‘B’ roads in the Ward will 
have noticed that the contractor does not 
seem to have followed this mantra, as there 
are multiple examples of litter where one item 
has become two or more items!
With regard to the ‘A’ roads, the proposal is 

to close them at night to enable litter picking 
to occur before verge cutting. As reported 
last month, a Traffi  c Regulation Order will be 
required to enact traffi  c management, but a 
month later, this will remain in the planning 
stage. We wonder if the plan is to start in 2025! 

Potholes and the State of the Roads
Summer is normally a time when we see our 
roads improve, with lots of potholes being 
fi lled and most of the resurfacing happening. 
While quite a bit of work has been happening 
this summer, it’s not quite as much as we 
had expected. We have received a number of 
reports about signifi cantly deep potholes (6-7 
inches deep) not being repaired. Historically, 
Milton Keynes Council would fi ll all potholes 
that were over 2 inches deep, but at the end 
of 2023, they took highways inspections back 
from the contractor and did it themselves; 
one of the reasons was it would give them 
fl exibility in what potholes were to be fi lled.
This could have been a positive; theoretically 
more potholes could have been fi lled; however 
with the reports we have received, it seems 

this is being used as a reason not to fi x some 
potholes. If you fi nd potholes, please report 
them online through the council system. If 
you get a response that says they will not be 
repaired and they seem deeper than 2 inches, 
please get in touch with us so we can build a 
case to force the council to change its mind 
on these decisions. Roads in rural areas often 
suff er much more with poor road conditions, so 
it is important that we get this sorted out.

New City Plan Consultation
A reminder that the draft New City Plan 
(NCP) is being consulted upon until 5pm, 9th 
October. The consultation can be found at 
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/city-plan. We are 
aware that most parish councils in the Ward will 
be discussing the matter at their September 
meetings prior to making their submission. 
Why not pop along to your PC meeting and 
contribute to the PC’s response?
We cannot stress enough how important it is 
to make your views known about any aspect 
of the draft Plan. Do not leave it to others; your 
views matter!

Ward Councillors surgery
We will continue to hold our Ward councillors’ 
surgery over the summer as we do every 
month on the fi rst Friday of the month, at the 
Olney Centre from 7pm. Please do drop by if we 
can help with anything or contact us using the 
details provided above.

Olney Ward Councillor Corner
CONTACT DEBBIE:
Tel: 07494 681907 / 
debbie.whitworth@milton-
keynes.gov.uk
My ward surgeries are every 
Tuesday, 10am-12pm at the 
Olney Centre. No need to 
book, just pop along.

Cllr Debbie Whitworth

Parking problems
Parking remains a big problem for a growing 
number of residents especially those who are 
elderly and infi rm, anyone who is disabled and 
also parents with babies and young children who 
have prams and buggies. People are telling me that 
trying to cross a street safely without being forced 
into the road by a badly parked car to access a 
pavement is causing huge upset and frustration 
to many. I’ve reached out to MK City Council and 
relayed just how badly residents are suff ering on 
a daily basis and the never-ending obstacles they 
have to endure simply to navigate their way around 
town. And I say ‘enough is enough’.
I’ve requested an offi  cer from the Highways 
department come out to meet with me, where I will 
personally take them around so they can witness 
fi rst-hand the awful and upsetting experiences 
residents face trying to cross a road in safety (and 
it simply isn’t safe for them).
A visit has been agreed, and I hope to be able to 
update you all next month.

Little People signs
With school budgets stretched, I’m reaching out to 
individuals and businesses from across the Olney 
ward for your support in raising funds so that I 

can purchase some of the ‘Little People’ featured 
in last month’s magazine and get them into our 
neighbouring village schools and in Olney. 
The safety of our school children is paramount 
so any donations to this fund to help me secure 
these practical pieces of equipment will be hugely 
appreciated. They really do give out a compelling  
message to drivers to slow down, stop and think 
before parking irresponsibly. 
If there are any businesses out there or any 
individuals who would kindly like to buy one of these 
signs for the schools, please see the attached fund 
raising link to make a donation: 
www.gofundme.com (and search for ‘little people’)
A huge thank you to those who have kindly donated 
so far. I’ve ordered some, but please let’s keep this 
fund growing so that all of our neighbouring village 
schools who will benefi t can get one before the 
schools go back this month. 

Potholes in Spring Lane 
After requesting an explanation as to why nothing 
has happened on planned works programmed for 
1st July, I received the following from Highways:

Highways can confi rm that the work that was due 
to take place in early July was delayed and has 
been moved into the new ‘Elastomac’ process 

in the next few months (the exact date is to be 
programmed). This change in programme was a 
result of the ‘Elastomac’ process being far more 
suitable and effi  cient for these types of holes.
As soon as I have a revised work date, I will, of 
course, update everyone.

Lavendon potholes 
Rectory Orchard: I have escalated the potholes 
situation at this location, asking for a timeframe for 
when work will commence. As soon as I receive a 
response, I will update the residents of Lavendon. 
The same goes for the remaining potholes at the 
bottom of Olney Road.

MK City Plan 2050 drop in session, Olney
This was well attended at varying times during 
the event between 2-8pm. We had around 50 
people turn up. The main issues raised were 
around transport (bus services/MK Connect, A509 
through the town), infrastructure provision (health 
and education in particular), and solar/wind areas 
of search within the plan. All issues raised will be 
fed back to MKCC by the planning policy manager.

Olney Ward
Councillor 
Corner Cllr Peter GearyCllr Keith McLean

Keith: 07983 456081 
keith.mclean@milton-
keynes.gov.uk 

Peter: 07774 939404 
peter.geary@milton-
keynes.gov.uk

CONTACT US:

Olney Dental Practice 23



24  Phonebox Magazine  |  September 2024

Newport & Olney Lions Club   24

Plenty of Service Activity this Month!

SERVICE ACTIVITIES
Maintenance of Avenue of Oaks
A few of us, led by Friend and tree expert Martin, 
popped over to Newport Pagnell this month to give 
our trees a bit of TLC. This follows some recent 

vandalism to all of the trees.
First off , may we say a massive thank you to the local folks who stepped 
up and carried out some initial First Aid on the trees. It really restored our 
faith. Thank you so much. You did a great job of restoring the beauty and 
tranquillity of the scene.
We put some wire netting around the base of the trees – to stop small 
animals gnawing/scratching at them; re-seated and re-tied the support 
posts (with pads of hessian between the trees and the poles); trimmed 
some of the lower branches – (this should compensate for any damage to 
the roots when they were pulled up and encourage growth generally too).
Unfortunately, one of the trees was a write-off  – it had been hacked down 
at the base of the trunk. This one will be replaced in the Autumn. Thanks 
again, Newport Pagnell.

Spectacle Recycling
In addition to the other recycling projects, we also collected around 1,200 
pairs of specs during this period for recycling / re-purposing.
Lions Clubs throughout the UK collect unwanted and damaged spectacles. 
These are then sent to Lions facilities, which process tens of thousands 
of recycled spectacles each year. All donations are examined by a team of 
Lions and other volunteers in our recycling workshop. Sorted pairs of glasses 
may then be sent for grading and distribution by Medico France in Le Havre.

Message in a Bottle 
During this period, we delivered a batch of Message in a Bottle (MIAB) to the 
Senior Citizens Group based in the Olney Centre. Lions MIAB is a simple but 
eff ective way for people to keep their basic personal and medical details, 
which can be found in an emergency on a standard form and in a common 
location – the fridge.
MIAB helps emergency services personnel save valuable time in identifying 
an individual very quickly and knowing if they have any allergies or take special 
medication.
Paramedics, police, fi refi ghters and social services support this Lions’ life-
saving initiative and know to look in the fridge when they see the Message in a 
Bottle stickers supplied. The initiative provides peace of mind that prompt and 
appropriate medical assistance can be provided, and next of kin/emergency 
contacts can be notifi ed.

A New Member Joins our Pride!
This month we held our business meeting in Lion Tatiana’s beautiful garden. 
We had beer, prosecco, and snacks. Thank you, Tatiana, for arranging such 
a relaxing meeting. I’m really delighted to report that at our meeting, we also 
inducted a new member into the Club – Lion Liz Cook. She is going to be a 
fantastic asset to the Club – with her enthusiasm, energy and great ideas! 
Great to have you on board, Liz.

FUND RAISING -– LIONS TOAST EVENT
John Ferris may have retired from the Club, but he is still actively supporting 
us by running another Lions Toast Event. Taking place in association with the 
Carlton House club, this event will be something very close to every Scotsman’s 
Heart, and that is ‘Money’. Relate that to Whisky, and suddenly? The next topic 
for Lions Toast will be held on Friday, 15th November, at the Carlton Club, and I 
hope you can put the date in your diary and come along to join us.
Over the past few years and with little sign of abating, collectable Whisky has 
increased massively in value, and that has, not unnaturally, seen a signifi cant 
increase in ‘opportunities’ to make signifi cant gains for an individual looking 
to invest. Unfortunately, this has seen an even bigger opportunity for the less-
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than-honest members of society, a new pathway to their riches, and a risk 
for the rest of us to help them. Being aware of what is around us is a major 
ally if we are not to fall foul of some very clever people.
The press and media have been awash with ‘opportunities’, ‘success stories’, 
and ‘massive profi ts from whisky sales’, and whilst these do exist, the overall 
steep rise in the value of Whisky these days has brought out scammers galore 
who are simply after their ‘clients’ cash.
In an eff ort to put some realism into the mix, our next event will be looking at 
how some people have, indeed, made signifi cant capital out of investing in 
Whisky, but we will also be looking at the signs to look for in less scrupulous 
approaches which come daily via the mass media and popular social media.  
Oh, and we will also be giving you an opportunity to try some of the whiskies 
we have already featured in previous tastings as we begin to “Drink the 
Remainders” of our not-insignifi cant stocks of remainders! To add some 
meat to the evening, John plans to take you back to Pub Food a’ la Glasgow 
in the 1960s. It’s a wee bit diff erent from past events but one which we hope 
you enjoy as much for the social atmosphere as the content.
Please put the date in your diary and when tickets become available, we’ll 
be back in touch.
PS: If you have a particular favourite whisky from the past, drop us a note, 
and we’ll see if John has it. A dram will be reserved for you on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-ordered basis (subject to availability).

DONATIONS
Afternoon Tea at the Kitchener Centre
A few of us attended an afternoon tea event at the Kitchener Centre in Olney. 
Along with other local organisations, we had supported a project to 
transform a tired and neglected overrun area into a beautiful new garden 
space at the Kitchener Centre Gardens. Thank you for inviting us along!

Lions Youth Exchange Programme
Lions District runs a Youth Exchange Programme supported by NP&O Lions 
(amongst other Clubs), whereby a number of young people from around 
Europe visit England and are hosted by English families. This year the visitors 
are coming, for a day, to meet representatives of local clubs.
There will be 17 youths plus six guides and two drivers. The programme 
for the day is that they will visit Bletchley Park and then go to York House 
Stony, Stratford, to pack food parcels for the Lions Food larder. Then, at 
approximately 5.30pm, they will go to the DG house for an evening social 
with a pizza and salad meal with drinks. We have been invited to attend this 
social to meet the youths and support the zone, and we look forward to it. 
Each club in our zone has been asked to make a modest donation to cover 
the cost of the food, drinks and other expenses.

And Finally…
Can you help us, please? We urgently need Friends and Members in 
order to keep up our good work. We usually raise around £15,000 each 
year, donate to international, national and (mainly) local causes – and do 
100s of hours of community service. Reach out to us via our website 
for further details: https://npolneylions.chessck.co.uk/Contact%20us
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vandalism to all of the trees.
First off , may we say a massive thank you to the local folks who stepped 
up and carried out some initial First Aid on the trees. It really restored our 
faith. Thank you so much. You did a great job of restoring the beauty and 
tranquillity of the scene.
We put some wire netting around the base of the trees – to stop small 
animals gnawing/scratching at them; re-seated and re-tied the support 
posts (with pads of hessian between the trees and the poles); trimmed 
some of the lower branches – (this should compensate for any damage to 
the roots when they were pulled up and encourage growth generally too).
Unfortunately, one of the trees was a write-off  – it had been hacked down 
at the base of the trunk. This one will be replaced in the Autumn. Thanks 
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eff ective way for people to keep their basic personal and medical details, 
which can be found in an emergency on a standard form and in a common 
location – the fridge.
MIAB helps emergency services personnel save valuable time in identifying 
an individual very quickly and knowing if they have any allergies or take special 
medication.
Paramedics, police, fi refi ghters and social services support this Lions’ life-
saving initiative and know to look in the fridge when they see the Message in a 
Bottle stickers supplied. The initiative provides peace of mind that prompt and 
appropriate medical assistance can be provided, and next of kin/emergency 
contacts can be notifi ed.

A New Member Joins our Pride!
This month we held our business meeting in Lion Tatiana’s beautiful garden. 
We had beer, prosecco, and snacks. Thank you, Tatiana, for arranging such 
a relaxing meeting. I’m really delighted to report that at our meeting, we also 
inducted a new member into the Club – Lion Liz Cook. She is going to be a 
fantastic asset to the Club – with her enthusiasm, energy and great ideas! 
Great to have you on board, Liz.

FUND RAISING -– LIONS TOAST EVENT
John Ferris may have retired from the Club, but he is still actively supporting 
us by running another Lions Toast Event. Taking place in association with the 
Carlton House club, this event will be something very close to every Scotsman’s 
Heart, and that is ‘Money’. Relate that to Whisky, and suddenly? The next topic 
for Lions Toast will be held on Friday, 15th November, at the Carlton Club, and I 
hope you can put the date in your diary and come along to join us.
Over the past few years and with little sign of abating, collectable Whisky has 
increased massively in value, and that has, not unnaturally, seen a signifi cant 
increase in ‘opportunities’ to make signifi cant gains for an individual looking 
to invest. Unfortunately, this has seen an even bigger opportunity for the less-
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than-honest members of society, a new pathway to their riches, and a risk 
for the rest of us to help them. Being aware of what is around us is a major 
ally if we are not to fall foul of some very clever people.
The press and media have been awash with ‘opportunities’, ‘success stories’, 
and ‘massive profi ts from whisky sales’, and whilst these do exist, the overall 
steep rise in the value of Whisky these days has brought out scammers galore 
who are simply after their ‘clients’ cash.
In an eff ort to put some realism into the mix, our next event will be looking at 
how some people have, indeed, made signifi cant capital out of investing in 
Whisky, but we will also be looking at the signs to look for in less scrupulous 
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meat to the evening, John plans to take you back to Pub Food a’ la Glasgow 
in the 1960s. It’s a wee bit diff erent from past events but one which we hope 
you enjoy as much for the social atmosphere as the content.
Please put the date in your diary and when tickets become available, we’ll 
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PS: If you have a particular favourite whisky from the past, drop us a note, 
and we’ll see if John has it. A dram will be reserved for you on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-ordered basis (subject to availability).
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A few of us attended an afternoon tea event at the Kitchener Centre in Olney. 
Along with other local organisations, we had supported a project to 
transform a tired and neglected overrun area into a beautiful new garden 
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Lions District runs a Youth Exchange Programme supported by NP&O Lions 
(amongst other Clubs), whereby a number of young people from around 
Europe visit England and are hosted by English families. This year the visitors 
are coming, for a day, to meet representatives of local clubs.
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for the day is that they will visit Bletchley Park and then go to York House 
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approximately 5.30pm, they will go to the DG house for an evening social 
with a pizza and salad meal with drinks. We have been invited to attend this 
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Each club in our zone has been asked to make a modest donation to cover 
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Horticultural Show
Sun 1st Stoke Goldington Village Hall, 2pm.
Annual horticultural exhibition. Entry 
£1.50 (child free). Tea/coff ee and cake 
£2.50, children’s squash and biscuit 
free. Grand auction of exhibits at 
3.30pm.
Open Mic Night 
Sun 1st, Two Brewers, High Street, Olney, 
7.30pm
Anyone is welcome to go along and 
have a play of a sing. More details: 
01234 711393, www.twobrewersolney.
co.uk.
Olney Bridge Club
Mon  2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th, Olney 
Centre, 6.45pm
Olney Bridge Club is a friendly club 
affiliated to the EBU which plays 
duplicate bridge every Monday 
evening apart from Bank Holidays. New 
members welcome. More details: John 
Claydon, 01234 713045.
Folio Talk
Mon 2nd,  Olney Centre Room 4, 7pm
‘The Science of Pearls’ talk by 
Frances Carlaw. Jewellery for sale for 
charity on the night. Tickets (includes 
refreshments): £6 in advance: www.
ticketsource.co.uk/folio,  phone 0333 
666 3366.
Singing for the Brain
Mon 2nd and 16th, Heron’s Lodge Guide 
Centre, Loughton Lodge, 10.30am-
12.15pm and 2-3.45pm
From Alzheimer’s Society, the sessions 
use singing to bring people with 
dementia together in a friendly and 
stimulating activity. More details or 
to book a place: Alzheimer’s Society, 
01908 232612 or miltonkeynes@
alzheimers.org.uk
Love To Move
Mon 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th / Tue 3rd, 
10th, 17th, 24th,  Portfi elds Community 
Centre, Newport Pagnell, 11am-12.30pm 
/ 11.30am-1pm
Weekly seated movement class that 
is age and dementia friendly. There 
is physical, cognitive and emotional 
benefits in moving and having fun. 
Entry: £4 single, £7 couple, includes 
refreshments. More details: Sue, 07768 
282010, chases403@gmail.com.
Intervention Art Trail
Mon 2nd-Fri 27th, Three Hares Gallery, 
Olney,11am-4.30pm
Wayne Warren exhibition ‘Olney Water’ 
Intervention Art Trail in the museum and 
gardens. Usual admission applies (free 
children’s art trail). More details: 01234 
711516.
Art in the Garden
Tue 3rd, Cowper & Newton Museum, 2-4pm
Bring your own art project or start a 
new one in the peaceful surroundings 
of our lovely gardens. Chairs and 
tables provided in all-weather garden 
marquee. Refreshments will be available 
for donations. Entry: free with annual 
pass or £4 (child free).
‘Quiet’ 
Tue 3rd-Sat 28th, Three Hares Gallery, 
Olney, 11am-4.30pm
Local artist Teresa Riley features 
her colourful, vibrant still life work in 
oils, pastels and other media in an 
exhibition called ‘Quiet’. Tuesdays to 
Saturdays throughout September. 
Gallery entry is free. More details: www.
cowperandnewtonmuseum.org.uk. 
Olney Archaeological Society
The Olney Centre and Zoom, 10am - noon
Tue 3rd, ‘Henry II and Eleanor of 
Aquitaine’ – a talk by Matthew Lewis, 
Chair of the Richard III society.  Remote 
lecturer. Tue 17th, ‘Cursus Monuments 
of Buckinghamshire and the Great Ouse 
Valley’ – a talk by Dr David Saunders. 
Visitors welcome at The Olney Centre: 
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£4.  Tea, coff ee, biscuits included. More 
details: www.mkheritage.org.uk/oas.
Newport Pagnell Probus Club
Tue 3rd,  Swan Revived Hotel, 12.15pm
Popular cub hosts a lunch and a talk. This 
month: Carolyn Green – Camphill Village 
Trust, ‘Planning for the  Future’. For more 
information or to visit, contact:  John 
Brimley, 01908 605378, johnbrimley37@
btinternet.com; Neil Beeton, 01908 
914771, neilbeeton@sky.com.
Refreshments in the Courtyard
Thu 5th, Cowper & Newton Museum, 
10.30am-12pm
Enjoy homemade cakes, tea, coffee, 
speciality tea or juice and a relaxing 
stroll around the beautiful 18th century, 
tranquil gardens. Entry: £6. Includes a 
free talk on the ‘Story of the Amazing 
Grace Orchard’ at 11.15am.
Olney Senior Citizens Club
Fri 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th, Olney Centre, 
2-4pm
Popular social club’s regular meetings 
include in September: Whist and Chat 
(6th), Bingo (13th), Quiz Afternoon (20th), 
Harvest (2.30pm at the URC) (27th).
BOFF - The Big Olney Food Festival
Fri 6th-Sun 8th, Market Place, Olney
Comedy Night welcomes in the town’s 
annual Food and Music Festival.
Hangout Hub
Fri 6th, Olney Centre, 5.30-7.30pm
It’s the launch of the new meeting 
place in Olney for the town’s young 
people. Catch up with friends, do your 
homework and have a safe place to go 
for interests and sport, it’s for anyone 
in years 7 to 10 at school. More details: 
01234 711679.
Memory Club 
Fri 6th, Olney Church Hall, High Street 
South, 1.30-3pm
The group meet again after the summer 
break on Friday, 6th September in, from 
1.30pm - 3pm. All are welcome to meet 
for a chat over tea/coff ee and biscuits, 
followed by a group activity and gentle 
exercise. We look forward to seeing you!
Coff ee Mornings
Sat 7th and Sat 21st, Baptist Church, 
Olney, 10-11.30am
Pop in for coff ee and a piece of cake in 
friendly surroundings. Donations in aid 
of Olney is Kind.
Macmillan Coff ee Morning
Sat 7th, St. Laud’s Church, Sherington, 
10am-12pm
Enjoy refreshments and cake while 
meeting new and old friends in the 
relaxed atmosphere of the church 
as they raise funds in support of this 
charitable institution that is needed by 
so many.
Turvey History Society
Sat 7th, 10.30am and 2.30pm
The Society are celebrating this year’s 
Heritage Open Day theme of Routes 
– Networks – Connections, exploring 
how places in the landscape today 
have shaped the village. Walks are free 
but numbers are limited, so booking 
is essential: turveyhistory@gmail.
com by Friday 6th. More details: www.
turveyhistory.org.uk.
Model Railway Exhibition
Sat 7th, Carlton House Club, Olney, 
10.30am-4.30pm
Olney Model Railway Club are 
presenting this exhibition of model 
railways, showing what can be done 
when it comes to creating wonderful 
mini-scenes. Entry: £4, child free. 
Refreshments available. More details: 
www.olneymrc.org.uk.
Hardy Plant Society 
Sat 7th, Moulton Community Centre, 
Moulton, NN3 7AX,2pm
Enthusiastic about hardy plants 
and would like to know more? The 

Northamptonshire branch is off ering 
a free ‘taster’ session (normally £5) 
with a talk by Ingrid Millington, ‘Plant 
Hunting Holidays’. Easy parking, 
raffl  e and refreshments. More details: 
hpsnorthantsmem@gmail.com.
Lavendon Village Hall
22 High Street, Lavendon
Hall at the heart of the village’s 
community off ers lots of fun events. For 
September these include: Live music 
(7th, time tbc) and Bingo (27th, 7pm). 
More details: lavendonvillagehall@
gmail.com.
Macmillan Coff ee Morning
Sat 7th, St Laud’s Church, Sherington, 
10am-12pm
Friendly drinks morning to support 
people living with cancer. More details: 
Pam Sims, 01908 610434.
Denton & District Gardening Club
Mon 9th, Denton Village Hall, Denton, 
7.30pm
Val Bourne, an advocate for gardening 
with nature in mind, will talk about 
‘Southern Hemisphere Plants at 
Spring Cottage’. Visitors welcome: 
£5. There will be a raffle and home-
made refreshments. More details: 
m.pateman@yahoo.co.uk, 01604 
890875.
Newport Pagnell WI
Tue 10th, Brooklands Centre, Newport 
Pagnell, 7pm
Comedy and magic show. Visitors 
welcome: £5. Refreshments are served 
and they hold a raffle. More details: 
newportpagnellwi@gmail.com.
Cameo (Come and Meet Each Other)
Wed 11th, Baptist Church, Market Place, 
Olney, 2 -4pm
Dogs for Good is a charity that trains 
dogs to help people affected by 
disability and other conditions. John 
and Linda Grist, DfG volunteers, will 
explain their role as ‘puppy socialisers’ 
with current pup in training ‘Caddie’. 
Join in for chat, table games and tea. 
All welcome. More details: Chris James, 
07970 973226, Christine Chatt: 07786  
658767.
Heritage Open Day
Thu 12th, Cowper & Newton Museum, 
11am-4pm
Heritage Open Day theme ‘Routes – 
Networks – Connections’. Find out 
about trading routes, stagecoach 
routes, how letters were stamped… 
there are so many interesting stories 
on our doorstep. Refreshments and 
garden trails too.
Monthly quiz
Thu 12th, Two Brewers, High Street, Olney, 
7.30pm
More details: 01234 711393
The Arts Society North Bucks
Thu 12th, Holiday Inn, London Road, 
Milton Keynes, 11am
The world’s Greatest Paintings: 200 
years at the National Gallery, a talk 
about the gallery’s foundation in 1824 
and the collection as it stands today. 
Coff ee from 10.15am, lecture a 11am. 
More details: www.theartssociety.org/
events.
Olney WordFest
Sat 14th, Olney Centre, 9am-10pm
Olney’s inaugural WordFest is a 
community project that’s all about 
bringing people together through 
the love of reading. The festival 
offers opportunities to listen to 
and meet authors and take part in 
workshops including writing stories 
and making books. More details: www.
olneywordfest.org.
Newport Pagnell Cultural & Literary 
Festival
Sat 14th, Riverside Meadow, Newport 
Pagnell, 12-5pm

Celebrate shared and diverse heritages 
through arts, dance, food, fashion, 
books and music. More details: info@
npculturalevent.info.
Inner Wheel Newport Pagnell
Tue 17th, Olney Centre, 2-4pm
Speaker for September’s meeting is 
Theresa from BranchoutMK, talking 
about their work growing and selling 
flowers and bouquets, supporting 
adults with learning difficulties. 
Visitors welcome: £5 includes 
refreshments. More details: Jackie, 
innerwheelnewportpagnell@gmail.com 
or www.innerwheel.co.uk and follow the 
link to District 26. 
MK Job Show
Fri 20th-Sat 21st, Middleton Hall, 
centre:MK, Milton Keynes, 11am-5pm
Showcasing thousands of employment 
and training opportunities, from senior 
positions to mid-level roles, to entry 
level, graduate schemes, traineeships, 
and apprenticeships. There is 
something for everyone at this careers 
fair. Entry: free.
Medium evening
Fri 20th, Two Brewers, High Street, Olney, 
7.30pm
Interesting night of entertainment. 
Bookings necessary as this gets fully 
booked early. More details: 01234 
711393, www.twobrewersolney.co.uk.
Folio Children’s Craft Club
Sat 21st, Olney Library, 10.30-11.30am
Suitable for children ages 3-9 years.  
Parents and carers must remain with 
their children throughout the session. 
Book in advance: olneyfoliofriends@
gmail.com or in person at Olney Library 
01234 711474. Sessions are free, 
donations are welcome.
Olney Runners Squeaky Bone Relay 
Race
Sun 22nd, Turvey House, 10am
Return of the popular local race, 
Squeaky Bone, in the beautiful Turvey 
House grounds. Teams of four compete 
on either the short (2.3 miles) or long 
(3.5 miles) course. All welcome. More 
details: www.squeakybone.co.uk.
Harvest Supper
Tue 24th, Sherington Village Hall, 7pm
Traditional supper and harvest auction. 
Take your own preferred drinks and 
any contributions to the auction will be 
gratefully received. Tickets: £12, child 
£6. More details: Pam Sims, 01908 
610434.
Olney and District Gardening Club
Tue 24th, Olney Centre, 7.15pm
Matthew Biggs, Gardeners Question 
Time panellist, will talk about ‘Perfect 
plants for difficult places’. This is a 
diff erent talk from that listed on this 
year’s programme. Non-members 
welcome: £5. More details: Chris 
Richbell, 01234 24170.
Cameo (Come and Meet Each Other)
Wed 25th, Baptist Church, Market Place, 
Olney, 2 -4pm
Rachel from Help Ukraine BAMK, a 
charity based in Milton Keynes, will talk 
about the group’s mission to help the 
people in Ukraine including planning to 
help in the lead up to Christmas. Join 
in for chat, table games and tea. All 
welcome. More details: Chris James, 
07970 973226, Christine Chatt: 07786  
658767.
Macmillan Coff ee Morning
Fri 27th, Carlton Club Olney, 11am-2pm
Fundraising event at the town’s club 
building in aid of this good cause.
Folio StoryTime
Sat 28th,  Olney Library, 11-11.30am
Popular drop-in session of stories, 
songs and rhymes suitable for children 
ages 3-7 years but all welcome.

OL N E Y A R T E X H I B I T ION
Saturday 9TH & Sunday 10TH November

10am – 4pm

at The Olney Centre, High Street, 
Olney MK46 4EF

CALLING ALL AMATEUR AND PROFESSIONAL 
ARTISTS TO SHOWCASE YOUR WORK

For an application form please email 
townclerk@olneytowncouncil.gov.uk

Entry to the exhibition is free
Refreshments available

Public voting on favourite pieces of art

Newport Pagnell Singers

Tickets available
Cambourne Travel
Newport Pagnell Singers
Adult: £12; Child: £5

Saturday 12 October 7:30pm
United Reformed Church

Newport Pagnell

Proceeds to Willen Hospice

279702

           TTHHEE 
  BBIIGG SSIINNGG 

       FFOORR WWIILLLLEENN!! 
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Horticultural Show
Sun 1st Stoke Goldington Village Hall, 2pm.
Annual horticultural exhibition. Entry 
£1.50 (child free). Tea/coff ee and cake 
£2.50, children’s squash and biscuit 
free. Grand auction of exhibits at 
3.30pm.
Open Mic Night 
Sun 1st, Two Brewers, High Street, Olney, 
7.30pm
Anyone is welcome to go along and 
have a play of a sing. More details: 
01234 711393, www.twobrewersolney.
co.uk.
Olney Bridge Club
Mon  2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th, Olney 
Centre, 6.45pm
Olney Bridge Club is a friendly club 
affiliated to the EBU which plays 
duplicate bridge every Monday 
evening apart from Bank Holidays. New 
members welcome. More details: John 
Claydon, 01234 713045.
Folio Talk
Mon 2nd,  Olney Centre Room 4, 7pm
‘The Science of Pearls’ talk by 
Frances Carlaw. Jewellery for sale for 
charity on the night. Tickets (includes 
refreshments): £6 in advance: www.
ticketsource.co.uk/folio,  phone 0333 
666 3366.
Singing for the Brain
Mon 2nd and 16th, Heron’s Lodge Guide 
Centre, Loughton Lodge, 10.30am-
12.15pm and 2-3.45pm
From Alzheimer’s Society, the sessions 
use singing to bring people with 
dementia together in a friendly and 
stimulating activity. More details or 
to book a place: Alzheimer’s Society, 
01908 232612 or miltonkeynes@
alzheimers.org.uk
Love To Move
Mon 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th / Tue 3rd, 
10th, 17th, 24th,  Portfi elds Community 
Centre, Newport Pagnell, 11am-12.30pm 
/ 11.30am-1pm
Weekly seated movement class that 
is age and dementia friendly. There 
is physical, cognitive and emotional 
benefits in moving and having fun. 
Entry: £4 single, £7 couple, includes 
refreshments. More details: Sue, 07768 
282010, chases403@gmail.com.
Intervention Art Trail
Mon 2nd-Fri 27th, Three Hares Gallery, 
Olney,11am-4.30pm
Wayne Warren exhibition ‘Olney Water’ 
Intervention Art Trail in the museum and 
gardens. Usual admission applies (free 
children’s art trail). More details: 01234 
711516.
Art in the Garden
Tue 3rd, Cowper & Newton Museum, 2-4pm
Bring your own art project or start a 
new one in the peaceful surroundings 
of our lovely gardens. Chairs and 
tables provided in all-weather garden 
marquee. Refreshments will be available 
for donations. Entry: free with annual 
pass or £4 (child free).
‘Quiet’ 
Tue 3rd-Sat 28th, Three Hares Gallery, 
Olney, 11am-4.30pm
Local artist Teresa Riley features 
her colourful, vibrant still life work in 
oils, pastels and other media in an 
exhibition called ‘Quiet’. Tuesdays to 
Saturdays throughout September. 
Gallery entry is free. More details: www.
cowperandnewtonmuseum.org.uk. 
Olney Archaeological Society
The Olney Centre and Zoom, 10am - noon
Tue 3rd, ‘Henry II and Eleanor of 
Aquitaine’ – a talk by Matthew Lewis, 
Chair of the Richard III society.  Remote 
lecturer. Tue 17th, ‘Cursus Monuments 
of Buckinghamshire and the Great Ouse 
Valley’ – a talk by Dr David Saunders. 
Visitors welcome at The Olney Centre: 

The Diary: September Got an event, gathering or meeting coming up in October? 
Let us know at: diary@phoneboxmagazine.com

£4.  Tea, coff ee, biscuits included. More 
details: www.mkheritage.org.uk/oas.
Newport Pagnell Probus Club
Tue 3rd,  Swan Revived Hotel, 12.15pm
Popular cub hosts a lunch and a talk. This 
month: Carolyn Green – Camphill Village 
Trust, ‘Planning for the  Future’. For more 
information or to visit, contact:  John 
Brimley, 01908 605378, johnbrimley37@
btinternet.com; Neil Beeton, 01908 
914771, neilbeeton@sky.com.
Refreshments in the Courtyard
Thu 5th, Cowper & Newton Museum, 
10.30am-12pm
Enjoy homemade cakes, tea, coffee, 
speciality tea or juice and a relaxing 
stroll around the beautiful 18th century, 
tranquil gardens. Entry: £6. Includes a 
free talk on the ‘Story of the Amazing 
Grace Orchard’ at 11.15am.
Olney Senior Citizens Club
Fri 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th, Olney Centre, 
2-4pm
Popular social club’s regular meetings 
include in September: Whist and Chat 
(6th), Bingo (13th), Quiz Afternoon (20th), 
Harvest (2.30pm at the URC) (27th).
BOFF - The Big Olney Food Festival
Fri 6th-Sun 8th, Market Place, Olney
Comedy Night welcomes in the town’s 
annual Food and Music Festival.
Hangout Hub
Fri 6th, Olney Centre, 5.30-7.30pm
It’s the launch of the new meeting 
place in Olney for the town’s young 
people. Catch up with friends, do your 
homework and have a safe place to go 
for interests and sport, it’s for anyone 
in years 7 to 10 at school. More details: 
01234 711679.
Memory Club 
Fri 6th, Olney Church Hall, High Street 
South, 1.30-3pm
The group meet again after the summer 
break on Friday, 6th September in, from 
1.30pm - 3pm. All are welcome to meet 
for a chat over tea/coff ee and biscuits, 
followed by a group activity and gentle 
exercise. We look forward to seeing you!
Coff ee Mornings
Sat 7th and Sat 21st, Baptist Church, 
Olney, 10-11.30am
Pop in for coff ee and a piece of cake in 
friendly surroundings. Donations in aid 
of Olney is Kind.
Macmillan Coff ee Morning
Sat 7th, St. Laud’s Church, Sherington, 
10am-12pm
Enjoy refreshments and cake while 
meeting new and old friends in the 
relaxed atmosphere of the church 
as they raise funds in support of this 
charitable institution that is needed by 
so many.
Turvey History Society
Sat 7th, 10.30am and 2.30pm
The Society are celebrating this year’s 
Heritage Open Day theme of Routes 
– Networks – Connections, exploring 
how places in the landscape today 
have shaped the village. Walks are free 
but numbers are limited, so booking 
is essential: turveyhistory@gmail.
com by Friday 6th. More details: www.
turveyhistory.org.uk.
Model Railway Exhibition
Sat 7th, Carlton House Club, Olney, 
10.30am-4.30pm
Olney Model Railway Club are 
presenting this exhibition of model 
railways, showing what can be done 
when it comes to creating wonderful 
mini-scenes. Entry: £4, child free. 
Refreshments available. More details: 
www.olneymrc.org.uk.
Hardy Plant Society 
Sat 7th, Moulton Community Centre, 
Moulton, NN3 7AX,2pm
Enthusiastic about hardy plants 
and would like to know more? The 

Northamptonshire branch is off ering 
a free ‘taster’ session (normally £5) 
with a talk by Ingrid Millington, ‘Plant 
Hunting Holidays’. Easy parking, 
raffl  e and refreshments. More details: 
hpsnorthantsmem@gmail.com.
Lavendon Village Hall
22 High Street, Lavendon
Hall at the heart of the village’s 
community off ers lots of fun events. For 
September these include: Live music 
(7th, time tbc) and Bingo (27th, 7pm). 
More details: lavendonvillagehall@
gmail.com.
Macmillan Coff ee Morning
Sat 7th, St Laud’s Church, Sherington, 
10am-12pm
Friendly drinks morning to support 
people living with cancer. More details: 
Pam Sims, 01908 610434.
Denton & District Gardening Club
Mon 9th, Denton Village Hall, Denton, 
7.30pm
Val Bourne, an advocate for gardening 
with nature in mind, will talk about 
‘Southern Hemisphere Plants at 
Spring Cottage’. Visitors welcome: 
£5. There will be a raffle and home-
made refreshments. More details: 
m.pateman@yahoo.co.uk, 01604 
890875.
Newport Pagnell WI
Tue 10th, Brooklands Centre, Newport 
Pagnell, 7pm
Comedy and magic show. Visitors 
welcome: £5. Refreshments are served 
and they hold a raffle. More details: 
newportpagnellwi@gmail.com.
Cameo (Come and Meet Each Other)
Wed 11th, Baptist Church, Market Place, 
Olney, 2 -4pm
Dogs for Good is a charity that trains 
dogs to help people affected by 
disability and other conditions. John 
and Linda Grist, DfG volunteers, will 
explain their role as ‘puppy socialisers’ 
with current pup in training ‘Caddie’. 
Join in for chat, table games and tea. 
All welcome. More details: Chris James, 
07970 973226, Christine Chatt: 07786  
658767.
Heritage Open Day
Thu 12th, Cowper & Newton Museum, 
11am-4pm
Heritage Open Day theme ‘Routes – 
Networks – Connections’. Find out 
about trading routes, stagecoach 
routes, how letters were stamped… 
there are so many interesting stories 
on our doorstep. Refreshments and 
garden trails too.
Monthly quiz
Thu 12th, Two Brewers, High Street, Olney, 
7.30pm
More details: 01234 711393
The Arts Society North Bucks
Thu 12th, Holiday Inn, London Road, 
Milton Keynes, 11am
The world’s Greatest Paintings: 200 
years at the National Gallery, a talk 
about the gallery’s foundation in 1824 
and the collection as it stands today. 
Coff ee from 10.15am, lecture a 11am. 
More details: www.theartssociety.org/
events.
Olney WordFest
Sat 14th, Olney Centre, 9am-10pm
Olney’s inaugural WordFest is a 
community project that’s all about 
bringing people together through 
the love of reading. The festival 
offers opportunities to listen to 
and meet authors and take part in 
workshops including writing stories 
and making books. More details: www.
olneywordfest.org.
Newport Pagnell Cultural & Literary 
Festival
Sat 14th, Riverside Meadow, Newport 
Pagnell, 12-5pm

Celebrate shared and diverse heritages 
through arts, dance, food, fashion, 
books and music. More details: info@
npculturalevent.info.
Inner Wheel Newport Pagnell
Tue 17th, Olney Centre, 2-4pm
Speaker for September’s meeting is 
Theresa from BranchoutMK, talking 
about their work growing and selling 
flowers and bouquets, supporting 
adults with learning difficulties. 
Visitors welcome: £5 includes 
refreshments. More details: Jackie, 
innerwheelnewportpagnell@gmail.com 
or www.innerwheel.co.uk and follow the 
link to District 26. 
MK Job Show
Fri 20th-Sat 21st, Middleton Hall, 
centre:MK, Milton Keynes, 11am-5pm
Showcasing thousands of employment 
and training opportunities, from senior 
positions to mid-level roles, to entry 
level, graduate schemes, traineeships, 
and apprenticeships. There is 
something for everyone at this careers 
fair. Entry: free.
Medium evening
Fri 20th, Two Brewers, High Street, Olney, 
7.30pm
Interesting night of entertainment. 
Bookings necessary as this gets fully 
booked early. More details: 01234 
711393, www.twobrewersolney.co.uk.
Folio Children’s Craft Club
Sat 21st, Olney Library, 10.30-11.30am
Suitable for children ages 3-9 years.  
Parents and carers must remain with 
their children throughout the session. 
Book in advance: olneyfoliofriends@
gmail.com or in person at Olney Library 
01234 711474. Sessions are free, 
donations are welcome.
Olney Runners Squeaky Bone Relay 
Race
Sun 22nd, Turvey House, 10am
Return of the popular local race, 
Squeaky Bone, in the beautiful Turvey 
House grounds. Teams of four compete 
on either the short (2.3 miles) or long 
(3.5 miles) course. All welcome. More 
details: www.squeakybone.co.uk.
Harvest Supper
Tue 24th, Sherington Village Hall, 7pm
Traditional supper and harvest auction. 
Take your own preferred drinks and 
any contributions to the auction will be 
gratefully received. Tickets: £12, child 
£6. More details: Pam Sims, 01908 
610434.
Olney and District Gardening Club
Tue 24th, Olney Centre, 7.15pm
Matthew Biggs, Gardeners Question 
Time panellist, will talk about ‘Perfect 
plants for difficult places’. This is a 
diff erent talk from that listed on this 
year’s programme. Non-members 
welcome: £5. More details: Chris 
Richbell, 01234 24170.
Cameo (Come and Meet Each Other)
Wed 25th, Baptist Church, Market Place, 
Olney, 2 -4pm
Rachel from Help Ukraine BAMK, a 
charity based in Milton Keynes, will talk 
about the group’s mission to help the 
people in Ukraine including planning to 
help in the lead up to Christmas. Join 
in for chat, table games and tea. All 
welcome. More details: Chris James, 
07970 973226, Christine Chatt: 07786  
658767.
Macmillan Coff ee Morning
Fri 27th, Carlton Club Olney, 11am-2pm
Fundraising event at the town’s club 
building in aid of this good cause.
Folio StoryTime
Sat 28th,  Olney Library, 11-11.30am
Popular drop-in session of stories, 
songs and rhymes suitable for children 
ages 3-7 years but all welcome.

GATES OPEN 
9AM

£20.00 Sat & Sun 
on the Gate

13th, 14th & 15th September 2024
Old Warden Park, Nr. Biggleswade SG18 9EJ  ///explores.amazed.plums

All Enquiries to: Tel: 01462 887268  Email: show@bseps.org.uk

Bedford 
Steam Engine 
Preservation 

Society

MANY GREAT 
ATTRACTIONS

Caravan & 
Camping Area

Download or contact for 
booking form

Book Tickets Online at Discounted Prices!  www.bseps.org.uk 

 @BedfordSteam

Bedfordshire
Steam & Country Fayre

Coach Parties 
Welcome 

Please contact us

FREE CAR PARKING

Advanced Prices
Adults: £15.00 Friday, 

£17.50 Sat & Sun 
(Children under 16 free)

Charity No. 291744

13th, 14th & 15th September 2024
Old Warden Park, Nr. Biggleswade SG18 9EJ  ///explores.amazed.plums

MANY GREAT 

Bedfordshire
Country Fayre

Includes 

admission 
to the 

Shuttleworth Collection 

and Swiss Garden

Come and sing with

Singing For All!  
Olney Community Choir

Join us for a free taster session at 
URC Church Hall, Olney MK46 4BB

on Thursday 19th September, 7.30pm – 9pm

no experience necessary, no auditions, just fun

contact Helen on 07967 117019 or 
email: singingforallchoir@gmail.com

Find us on facebook: ‘SingingForAllCommunityChoir’
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See you next 
month

Dave…  

Progress and all that...

misunderstanding about a McFlurry which I have written about (but 
if you don’t know about it then just ask me as it was quite funny 
looking back on it).  And the other time was when I visited Milan and 
went to the square where Mussolini had been strung up on what was 
then, in 1945, an Esso garage. The garage has now gone and in its 
place is, yes, you’ve guessed it, a McDonalds. I was disappointed 
that there was no mention of Mussolini. No ‘Big Benito Burger Meal’, 
or ‘Mussolini McFlurry’. Not even a sign saying ‘No Hanging Around 
the Forecourt’.
But the Esso garage, like the Point was not thought worth keeping. 
There are other historic monuments that have gone, but possibly 
shouldn’t have. Spandau Prison springs to mind, built in 1876, a 
magnifi cent building but sullied by the fact that Rudolf Hess, the 
Nazi, was the only prisoner in there for many years until his death in 
1987, when it was demolished. That’s now a shopping centre which 
the more humorous locals call ‘Hesco’s’. Hess was a bit bonkers 
but did fl y over to Scotland in 1941 to attempt to broker peace and 
was never released. He ended up at the Nuremberg trials and was 
incarcerated in Spandau, unlike most of them who were hanged. I 
still feel that Spandau would be an interesting place to visit but no, 
it went, due to the Germans being concerned that it may end up as 
some kind of nazi shrine. So, I can see where they’re coming from, 
but getting rid of buildings doesn’t erase history.
Hitler’s bunker is now a car park and I defi nitely think they should 
have kept that for historic reasons, but on a plus note, I’m told there 
are no parking fees there, unlike Milton Keynes.
Of course, we have our own car park here at the new Aldi shop, 
which covers up Roman Mosaics. I still don’t go with the argument 
that the best way to preserve Roman Mosaics is to cover them up 
never to be seen again by anyone. It’s cobblers. Maybe one day, 
when the world is a saner place, there will be calls for car parks to 
be demolished in order to uncover items of historic signifi cance.
But on the plus side Aldi should be open by the time you read this, 
so never again will you have to worry about where to get a wetsuit, 
a didgeridoo or a Teasmade, as the middle aisle will sort that out. 

That’s Progress Folks…..

I’ve been reading about Huw Edwards, the news reader. 
I’m not going into the record of what he was found guilty 
of, as that has been well documented, but surely it is 
time for the BBC to be accountable for it’s ‘Talent’.

Yes, they call it talent. The man read the news for goodness’ sake, 
and let’s be honest, most of us at a push could do that. He was paid 
£479,999 per annum and despite his ‘resignation’ was awarded 
a £40,000 pay increase. The BBC are now asking Edwards to 
repay £200,000 of that, but I don’t think he will. After all, people 
aren’t suddenly going to say what a good bloke he is if he does, 
so I’m guessing he’ll keep it. He’ll need it as the likelihood of future 
employment is minimal.
But my argument isn’t so much in individual cases, as what the BBC 
pays certain people. They say that it’s the only way they can keep 
their ‘Talent’. Well let them go I say. Put a news reader on a decent 
salary by all means, say £80,000 a year, and if they get off ered more 
by a commercial organisation, let them go and get another one. Who 
the hell cares who reads the news? 
I have a nostalgic fondness for the BBC. Many of the stage comedies 
I’ve been involved with originated from the BBC. Steptoe and Son, 
Tony Hancock. Porridge, Ripping Yarns and so on, but that was then, 
and interestingly the writers of those were not especially well paid, 
and they were, without doubt, talented.
I’ve no problem with people being paid huge amounts, that’s market 
value, but not when the tax payer is footing the bill. 
Maybe it is time to re-assess the BBC. Most people no longer watch 
TV live as it were. It’s all on catch up and a compulsory tax of £169.50 
a year seems archaic now. Just get us to pay a subscription and 
then if you want the BBC, you can, and if you don’t then you don’t. 
Talking of keeping unnecessary things, I see there is a push to keep 
The Point in Milton Keynes. Or the ‘What’s The Point’ as I call it. It is 
an eyesore which had its day for about 10 years after it was built.
 I remember going there in the 80s and quite enjoying it, but it was 
a long time ago and when the parking was all free. Yep, one of the 
selling points of Milton Keynes was free parking. What happened 
there? Yes, we also went to the new McDonalds until I realised what 
ghastly food it was and I’ve only been to a McDonalds twice since 
then. One was when I had a meltdown in Essex when there was a 
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month

Dave…  

Progress and all that...

misunderstanding about a McFlurry which I have written about (but 
if you don’t know about it then just ask me as it was quite funny 
looking back on it).  And the other time was when I visited Milan and 
went to the square where Mussolini had been strung up on what was 
then, in 1945, an Esso garage. The garage has now gone and in its 
place is, yes, you’ve guessed it, a McDonalds. I was disappointed 
that there was no mention of Mussolini. No ‘Big Benito Burger Meal’, 
or ‘Mussolini McFlurry’. Not even a sign saying ‘No Hanging Around 
the Forecourt’.
But the Esso garage, like the Point was not thought worth keeping. 
There are other historic monuments that have gone, but possibly 
shouldn’t have. Spandau Prison springs to mind, built in 1876, a 
magnifi cent building but sullied by the fact that Rudolf Hess, the 
Nazi, was the only prisoner in there for many years until his death in 
1987, when it was demolished. That’s now a shopping centre which 
the more humorous locals call ‘Hesco’s’. Hess was a bit bonkers 
but did fl y over to Scotland in 1941 to attempt to broker peace and 
was never released. He ended up at the Nuremberg trials and was 
incarcerated in Spandau, unlike most of them who were hanged. I 
still feel that Spandau would be an interesting place to visit but no, 
it went, due to the Germans being concerned that it may end up as 
some kind of nazi shrine. So, I can see where they’re coming from, 
but getting rid of buildings doesn’t erase history.
Hitler’s bunker is now a car park and I defi nitely think they should 
have kept that for historic reasons, but on a plus note, I’m told there 
are no parking fees there, unlike Milton Keynes.
Of course, we have our own car park here at the new Aldi shop, 
which covers up Roman Mosaics. I still don’t go with the argument 
that the best way to preserve Roman Mosaics is to cover them up 
never to be seen again by anyone. It’s cobblers. Maybe one day, 
when the world is a saner place, there will be calls for car parks to 
be demolished in order to uncover items of historic signifi cance.
But on the plus side Aldi should be open by the time you read this, 
so never again will you have to worry about where to get a wetsuit, 
a didgeridoo or a Teasmade, as the middle aisle will sort that out. 

That’s Progress Folks…..

I’ve been reading about Huw Edwards, the news reader. 
I’m not going into the record of what he was found guilty 
of, as that has been well documented, but surely it is 
time for the BBC to be accountable for it’s ‘Talent’.

Yes, they call it talent. The man read the news for goodness’ sake, 
and let’s be honest, most of us at a push could do that. He was paid 
£479,999 per annum and despite his ‘resignation’ was awarded 
a £40,000 pay increase. The BBC are now asking Edwards to 
repay £200,000 of that, but I don’t think he will. After all, people 
aren’t suddenly going to say what a good bloke he is if he does, 
so I’m guessing he’ll keep it. He’ll need it as the likelihood of future 
employment is minimal.
But my argument isn’t so much in individual cases, as what the BBC 
pays certain people. They say that it’s the only way they can keep 
their ‘Talent’. Well let them go I say. Put a news reader on a decent 
salary by all means, say £80,000 a year, and if they get off ered more 
by a commercial organisation, let them go and get another one. Who 
the hell cares who reads the news? 
I have a nostalgic fondness for the BBC. Many of the stage comedies 
I’ve been involved with originated from the BBC. Steptoe and Son, 
Tony Hancock. Porridge, Ripping Yarns and so on, but that was then, 
and interestingly the writers of those were not especially well paid, 
and they were, without doubt, talented.
I’ve no problem with people being paid huge amounts, that’s market 
value, but not when the tax payer is footing the bill. 
Maybe it is time to re-assess the BBC. Most people no longer watch 
TV live as it were. It’s all on catch up and a compulsory tax of £169.50 
a year seems archaic now. Just get us to pay a subscription and 
then if you want the BBC, you can, and if you don’t then you don’t. 
Talking of keeping unnecessary things, I see there is a push to keep 
The Point in Milton Keynes. Or the ‘What’s The Point’ as I call it. It is 
an eyesore which had its day for about 10 years after it was built.
 I remember going there in the 80s and quite enjoying it, but it was 
a long time ago and when the parking was all free. Yep, one of the 
selling points of Milton Keynes was free parking. What happened 
there? Yes, we also went to the new McDonalds until I realised what 
ghastly food it was and I’ve only been to a McDonalds twice since 
then. One was when I had a meltdown in Essex when there was a 

TEL: 01234 240003
LEOANTIQUES@YAHOO.COM

WE HAVE MOVED! FIND US
AT 1 ROSE COURT, OLNEY

Open Tuesday to Sunday 
11am – 4pm 

Open on Bank Holiday Mondays

MARKET
PLACE

ROSE
COURT

FREE

HIGH 
STREET

A ‘classic antiques shop’ offering antique furnishings, mirrors, 
paintings, ceramics, glassware, jewellery and silverware dating from 

the 18th to 20th Century. With a homely appeal many customers 
return time after time. Visit us to find your next cherished treasure.

Services include part or full house clearances, art and furniture 
restorations and free delivery in Olney.

FIND AND FOLLOW US AT LEOANTIQUESOLNEY

Transform Your Online 
Presence with Stunning 
Web Solutions...

Ready to take your business 
to the next level?

Web Design MK create beautiful, functional, and engaging 
websites that captivate your audience and drive results. 

Book your free consultation and discover how 
we can help you achieve your digital goals.

webdesignmk.co.uk
01908 886929  //  info@webdesignmk.co.uk

Web Design & Redesign

Web Applications

E-commerse

SEO (Search Engine Optimisation)

CMS (Content Management System)

Branding & Graphic Design

Print Solutions

MK Web Design 29
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I would like to start this month by saying a massive congratulations to all of our 
brilliant A Level and GCSE students who have worked so hard. It has been fantastic 
to read through all the amazing success stories of Ousedale students. But whatever 
your results, you should be so proud of your accomplishments in completing these 
exams and I wish you the best of luck with your next steps.

Chris Curtis MP for Milton Keynes 
North

Out and About
It has been exciting to get out across our city, towns and villages during 
the summer. I really enjoy meeting people as part of my work to represent 
all our communities.
A few weeks ago, I spent a day in Newport Pagnell with the Town Mayor 
Paul Day. We visited some places around the town, including Middleton 
Pool where I learnt to swim when I was a youngster! It was great to learn 
more about the Newport Pagnell Town Council and the issues currently 
impacting the town. I will continue to work with all our parish and town 
councils on how I can better support them in serving their communities.
I also had an interesting time visiting our very own Stonepit Vineyard 
at Rectory Farm on one of our rare sunny British days. The vineyard 
was holding its monthly open day, and I was able to taste the delicious 
locally-grown wine.
It has been a jam-packed summer with some brilliant events in the 
constituency, and it has been a pleasure to speak to so many wonderful 
residents. I look forward to meeting many more locals and organisations 
in the coming weeks and months. Please do get in touch with me if you 
are working on something in the constituency that you think I should 
hear more about. 

A Key Priority
One of the most important priorities for me as the MP for Milton Keynes 
North is tackling the NHS waiting list times. The NHS is going through 
the biggest crisis in its history and patients are being failed on a daily 
basis. I want to be honest about the challenges facing the county and our 
constituency, but also make clear that I am serious about tackling them.
As I’m sure you are aware, in Milton Keynes we have the longest NHS 
waiting list times in the country. I know the frustration of the 8am scramble 

for GP appointments and being stuck on waiting lists for months and 
sometimes years on end. This is not good enough and must change. We 
are a delivery-focused government and have made signifi cant progress 
in the fi rst few months to ensure we get our NHS back on its feet. This 
includes recruiting more than 1,000 newly qualifi ed GPs across the 
country.
It is particularly important to me that we get spades in the ground for 
our new Women’s and Children’s hospital for our local area as soon 
as possible. I have had and continue to have many conversations with 
constituents about their experiences with waiting lists and access to 
healthcare.
I have also had meetings with Milton Keynes University Hospital about 
the key issues that hospital staff  are facing. In the coming weeks, I will 
be meeting with the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Wes 
Streeting, to discuss the importance of building this new hospital and the 
vital impact it will have on our communities.
I am also aware that there are some issues with local GP surgeries, 
particularly in Newport Pagnell and Olney. Over the last month, I have met 
with healthcare professionals from across the constituency, including Dr 
Herman, who is a managing partner at Cobbs Garden Surgery. I am looking 
at how I can best support their campaign to build a new GP surgery for 
Olney to improve local services. 

Please Get in Touch
As your local MP, I am always keen to hear your views and help you in 
any way I can. Please do not hesitate to get in touch with me and my 
team at: chris.curtis.mp@parliament.uk.
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I would like to start this month by saying a massive congratulations to all of our 
brilliant A Level and GCSE students who have worked so hard. It has been fantastic 
to read through all the amazing success stories of Ousedale students. But whatever 
your results, you should be so proud of your accomplishments in completing these 
exams and I wish you the best of luck with your next steps.

Chris Curtis MP for Milton Keynes 
North

Out and About
It has been exciting to get out across our city, towns and villages during 
the summer. I really enjoy meeting people as part of my work to represent 
all our communities.
A few weeks ago, I spent a day in Newport Pagnell with the Town Mayor 
Paul Day. We visited some places around the town, including Middleton 
Pool where I learnt to swim when I was a youngster! It was great to learn 
more about the Newport Pagnell Town Council and the issues currently 
impacting the town. I will continue to work with all our parish and town 
councils on how I can better support them in serving their communities.
I also had an interesting time visiting our very own Stonepit Vineyard 
at Rectory Farm on one of our rare sunny British days. The vineyard 
was holding its monthly open day, and I was able to taste the delicious 
locally-grown wine.
It has been a jam-packed summer with some brilliant events in the 
constituency, and it has been a pleasure to speak to so many wonderful 
residents. I look forward to meeting many more locals and organisations 
in the coming weeks and months. Please do get in touch with me if you 
are working on something in the constituency that you think I should 
hear more about. 

A Key Priority
One of the most important priorities for me as the MP for Milton Keynes 
North is tackling the NHS waiting list times. The NHS is going through 
the biggest crisis in its history and patients are being failed on a daily 
basis. I want to be honest about the challenges facing the county and our 
constituency, but also make clear that I am serious about tackling them.
As I’m sure you are aware, in Milton Keynes we have the longest NHS 
waiting list times in the country. I know the frustration of the 8am scramble 

for GP appointments and being stuck on waiting lists for months and 
sometimes years on end. This is not good enough and must change. We 
are a delivery-focused government and have made signifi cant progress 
in the fi rst few months to ensure we get our NHS back on its feet. This 
includes recruiting more than 1,000 newly qualifi ed GPs across the 
country.
It is particularly important to me that we get spades in the ground for 
our new Women’s and Children’s hospital for our local area as soon 
as possible. I have had and continue to have many conversations with 
constituents about their experiences with waiting lists and access to 
healthcare.
I have also had meetings with Milton Keynes University Hospital about 
the key issues that hospital staff  are facing. In the coming weeks, I will 
be meeting with the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Wes 
Streeting, to discuss the importance of building this new hospital and the 
vital impact it will have on our communities.
I am also aware that there are some issues with local GP surgeries, 
particularly in Newport Pagnell and Olney. Over the last month, I have met 
with healthcare professionals from across the constituency, including Dr 
Herman, who is a managing partner at Cobbs Garden Surgery. I am looking 
at how I can best support their campaign to build a new GP surgery for 
Olney to improve local services. 

Please Get in Touch
As your local MP, I am always keen to hear your views and help you in 
any way I can. Please do not hesitate to get in touch with me and my 
team at: chris.curtis.mp@parliament.uk.

01908 465 077

Garolla Doors Fixed 31

We are a family-run business based in Newport Pagnell, 
providing a wide range of services in and outside your 

home or office. No job too big or too small!

• Patios
• Driveways
• Decking

• Fencing
• Gazebos
• Brickwork

• Decorating
• Bathrooms
• Tiling

WWW.CAMLOWE.CO.UK
07894 478163     info@camlowe.co.uk

Camlowe Ltd  31

Licensed by both NAEA and ARLA

sales@stephenoakley.co.uk
www.stephenoakley.co.uk

Tel 01234 711800

Whether you’re drawn to the historic charm of period houses or prefer the sleek lines of modern builds, our diverse 
portfolio caters to every aspiration. As community-driven agents, supporting everything from local fi reworks to cricket 

clubs, we’re dedicated to helping you fi nd not just a house, but a home in the heart of our community.

Browse our properties today and see where your dreams take you – 
let us guide you home with local expertise and genuine care.

A Home for Every Dream – Your Ideal Property Awaits in Olney

“...What luck to have bought a house that was on the market with such a supportive agent. Friendly, 
professional, forward-thinking, knowledgeable, prepared, wiling to go the extra mile. Excellent!”
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BACK TO SCHOOL – 
ARE YOU READY FOR CLASS?
The weather might still be fi ne and the evenings remain light for a few more weeks yet but, as far as schools are 
concerned, summer’s over.

August is now turning into September, which means it’s almost time to 
get back to class.
It’s an exciting time for many: some pupils will be moving up a year, others 
will be starting at a whole new school. But whatever the situation a new 
academic term brings hope, ambition and opportunity.
So it’s important to make sure you are prepared for the new challenges 
ahead and are ready to tackle this important fi rst term. Preparation is 
all-important and it’s never too early to start thinking about what you’re 
going to need for that fi rst day back in class.
Have you got all the right clothing? Do you have a new lunchbox? A drinks 
bottle? Have you stocked up your pencil case with all the pens, pencils 
and equipment you need for the new academic year? Do you know what 
time school starts on day one? Does your school have all your emergency 
contact numbers?

Here Phonebox Magazine has listed some of the important things to do 
and think about as the big fi rst day back at school looms. 

THINGS TO CHECK:

•  Start time and date for your fi rst day

•  Forms and paperwork that needs to be completed (such 
 as emergency contact forms)

•  Registration or enrolment and when that takes place

•  New items that the school has advised you buy

•  School policies – particularly any that relate to school 
 uniform or items you’re allowed to bring to school

•  School trips or events in the first few weeks back 
 at school

•  Packed lunch - plan lunches, breakfast and snacks ahead 
 of time so that you don’t end up struggling for ideas in 
 the morning

•  School dinners – if you’re buying school meals look into 
 the costs and options available

•  Commute – make sure you know how to travel to and 
 from school safely and have an alternative route or 
 means of travel in case anything happens

•  Health checks and allergies – ensure you have had the 
 relevant health checks and your school is up-to-date 
 with any changes

•  Phone numbers – note down any phone numbers 
 and school procedures that you may need to know. What 
 to do and who to call if your child is sick or will be late are 
 particularly useful

THINGS TO CONSIDER:

•  Put together a morning checklist of clothing, equipment, musical 
 instruments, sportswear etc that you will need on each day of 
 the week

•  Sync your school calendar between pupils (if they have a mobile  
 phone) and parents so everyone knows what’s happening 
 each day

•  Create a quiet area to do your homework in peace each night.  
 Trying to work in a noisy kitchen or a lounge where the TV is on, 
 is much more diffi  cult. Look for homework ‘clubs’ in your area

•  Make a weekly menu planner to cover your school lunchtimes and 
 snacks taking in, for example, days when you have an activity or 
 event that might run on after school fi nishes

•  Set up a reminders board on or near the house front door. It can 
 be a handy memory jogger for days when there’s PE or a school 
 club evening

Lavendon Primary School 
put on a squawkingly good show
Maddie McCabe-Smith got in touch with Phonebox to say that she had recently had the 
pleasure of watching ‘Pirates Of The Curry Bean’ performed at Lavendon Primary School. 
Years 5 and 6 put their talents on show for friends and family with plenty of ‘Shiver Me 
Timbers’ action and some impressive singing and dancing.

Directed by Miss Evans (Oak Class) and Miss Bear (Maple Class), the show 
transported us all the way back to 1728 to ‘sail the high seas in a fantastic 
adventure of the Periwinkle family’ and their unexpected journey to a 
mysterious island! 
I was proud to be invited to come along and watch the show. The songs 
were performed brilliantly by the children and were catchy enough to 
be stuck in my head all day! Some of the students even had their own 
solos of which I strongly admired their courage to put on such a strong, 
entertaining performance on their own. 
Teacher Miss Evans proudly expressed the hard work of the children and 
their independence when curating the play. Everything in the production 
was impressively made and purchased by the students themselves, from 
the pirate costumes to the impressive background paintings and props. 
One of our superstar actors Esperance shared her experience with the 
atmosphere of the play. She explained that her fellow cast members were 
lovely in helping everyone around them, both backstage and on stage. 
She described, for instance, in the rare cases when someone forgets a 
line, the whole team is there for support and advice whenever they need 
it. Esperance also conveyed her excitement of this being the school’s fi rst 
performance to families. Adrenaline seemed to run high with the students 

as this was their chance to put on their best show, and they certainly did! 
Sisters Vivi and Nelly, two more stars of the show playing a very energetic 
Captain Redbeard and a colourful Squawk, could not contain their elation 
at the end of the show.  They explained the thrill of production, performing 
and the environment that comes along with it; the feelings backstage, 
a perfect combination of nerves and anticipation. The girls were also 
particularly proud of the freedom that came with the play, in that girls 
could play the character of a boy with no issue. 
The show ended with a big singalong performance; the actors putting in 
110 percent, evidently proud of the performance they had just displayed, 
as they should be.
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BACK TO SCHOOL – 
ARE YOU READY FOR CLASS?
The weather might still be fi ne and the evenings remain light for a few more weeks yet but, as far as schools are 
concerned, summer’s over.

August is now turning into September, which means it’s almost time to 
get back to class.
It’s an exciting time for many: some pupils will be moving up a year, others 
will be starting at a whole new school. But whatever the situation a new 
academic term brings hope, ambition and opportunity.
So it’s important to make sure you are prepared for the new challenges 
ahead and are ready to tackle this important fi rst term. Preparation is 
all-important and it’s never too early to start thinking about what you’re 
going to need for that fi rst day back in class.
Have you got all the right clothing? Do you have a new lunchbox? A drinks 
bottle? Have you stocked up your pencil case with all the pens, pencils 
and equipment you need for the new academic year? Do you know what 
time school starts on day one? Does your school have all your emergency 
contact numbers?

Here Phonebox Magazine has listed some of the important things to do 
and think about as the big fi rst day back at school looms. 

THINGS TO CHECK:

•  Start time and date for your fi rst day

•  Forms and paperwork that needs to be completed (such 
 as emergency contact forms)

•  Registration or enrolment and when that takes place

•  New items that the school has advised you buy

•  School policies – particularly any that relate to school 
 uniform or items you’re allowed to bring to school

•  School trips or events in the first few weeks back 
 at school

•  Packed lunch - plan lunches, breakfast and snacks ahead 
 of time so that you don’t end up struggling for ideas in 
 the morning

•  School dinners – if you’re buying school meals look into 
 the costs and options available

•  Commute – make sure you know how to travel to and 
 from school safely and have an alternative route or 
 means of travel in case anything happens

•  Health checks and allergies – ensure you have had the 
 relevant health checks and your school is up-to-date 
 with any changes

•  Phone numbers – note down any phone numbers 
 and school procedures that you may need to know. What 
 to do and who to call if your child is sick or will be late are 
 particularly useful

THINGS TO CONSIDER:

•  Put together a morning checklist of clothing, equipment, musical 
 instruments, sportswear etc that you will need on each day of 
 the week

•  Sync your school calendar between pupils (if they have a mobile  
 phone) and parents so everyone knows what’s happening 
 each day

•  Create a quiet area to do your homework in peace each night.  
 Trying to work in a noisy kitchen or a lounge where the TV is on, 
 is much more diffi  cult. Look for homework ‘clubs’ in your area

•  Make a weekly menu planner to cover your school lunchtimes and 
 snacks taking in, for example, days when you have an activity or 
 event that might run on after school fi nishes

•  Set up a reminders board on or near the house front door. It can 
 be a handy memory jogger for days when there’s PE or a school 
 club evening

Lavendon Primary Pirates 33

Lavendon Primary School 
put on a squawkingly good show
Maddie McCabe-Smith got in touch with Phonebox to say that she had recently had the 
pleasure of watching ‘Pirates Of The Curry Bean’ performed at Lavendon Primary School. 
Years 5 and 6 put their talents on show for friends and family with plenty of ‘Shiver Me 
Timbers’ action and some impressive singing and dancing.

Directed by Miss Evans (Oak Class) and Miss Bear (Maple Class), the show 
transported us all the way back to 1728 to ‘sail the high seas in a fantastic 
adventure of the Periwinkle family’ and their unexpected journey to a 
mysterious island! 
I was proud to be invited to come along and watch the show. The songs 
were performed brilliantly by the children and were catchy enough to 
be stuck in my head all day! Some of the students even had their own 
solos of which I strongly admired their courage to put on such a strong, 
entertaining performance on their own. 
Teacher Miss Evans proudly expressed the hard work of the children and 
their independence when curating the play. Everything in the production 
was impressively made and purchased by the students themselves, from 
the pirate costumes to the impressive background paintings and props. 
One of our superstar actors Esperance shared her experience with the 
atmosphere of the play. She explained that her fellow cast members were 
lovely in helping everyone around them, both backstage and on stage. 
She described, for instance, in the rare cases when someone forgets a 
line, the whole team is there for support and advice whenever they need 
it. Esperance also conveyed her excitement of this being the school’s fi rst 
performance to families. Adrenaline seemed to run high with the students 

as this was their chance to put on their best show, and they certainly did! 
Sisters Vivi and Nelly, two more stars of the show playing a very energetic 
Captain Redbeard and a colourful Squawk, could not contain their elation 
at the end of the show.  They explained the thrill of production, performing 
and the environment that comes along with it; the feelings backstage, 
a perfect combination of nerves and anticipation. The girls were also 
particularly proud of the freedom that came with the play, in that girls 
could play the character of a boy with no issue. 
The show ended with a big singalong performance; the actors putting in 
110 percent, evidently proud of the performance they had just displayed, 
as they should be.

Adapted from the original TV series by Richard Curtis and Paul Mayhew-Archer.
With kind permission of Tiger Aspect Productions and Comic Relief.

Cast Photography: Kevin Viney

12TH – 16TH NOVEMBER 2024
STANTONBURY THEATRE, MILTON KEYNES
12TH – 16TH NOVEMBER 2024
STANTONBURY THEATRE, MILTON KEYNES

A fourth set of adventures with the lovable residents 
of Dibley, from the esteemed MKTOC...

BOX OFFICE: STANTONBURYTHEATRE.CO.UK
CALL: 01908 324466 (OPTION 2)  |  INFO: MKTOC.CO.UK  |  INFO: MKTOC.CO.UK
BOX OFFICE: STANTONBURYTHEATRE.CO.UKBOX OFFICE: STANTONBURYTHEATRE.CO.UK
CALL: 01908 324466 (OPTION 2)  |  INFO: MKTOC.CO.UK

With kind permission of Tiger Aspect Productions and Comic Relief.

BIG OLNEY
FESTivalFOOD

COMEDY NIGHT - FRIDAY 6 SEPT - £10
Food & Music 

SAT 7 & SUN 8 SEPT

Friday 6

SUN 8

BRAND NEW BRAND NEW

NOT TO BE MISSED!

SAT 7
Gav Skelly - 12 noon
Acoustic Soup - 1pm
Liam Pickard - 2pm
The Bag Ladies  - 3:15pm
Tinkers Lane - 4:30pm
Identity Crisis - 5:45pm
The Beaulocks - 7pm
Bailey Devon - 8pm
Route 66  - 9pm

Gav Skelly - 12 noon
Bolivian  Sunshine Dogs- 1pm
The Recollections - 2:15pm
Generation 5pam  - 3:30pm
Sound of The Crowd - 4:45pm
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BOZEAT COMMUNITY 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Our Open Days for prospective parents with 
children starting school in September 2025 will 

take place on the following dates:

Thursday 10th October – 10.00am
Tuesday 12th November – 10.00am
Saturday 16th November – 10.00am
Tuesday 3rd December – 10.00am

We will be off ering tours around the site 
and to the Reception Classroom.

Contact us to book your place via email: 
BPS-admin@bozeat-school.net.

or call the School Offi  ce on 01933 663840.

BELIEVE - ACHIEVE - SUCCEED

We look forward 
to welcoming you 

to our school.

INSPIRING CURIOSITY 
AND NUTURING 
INDEPENDENCE

We are a caring, 
experienced team who treat 
each child as a truly 
unique individual 

Our setting engages our 
childrens curiosity to 
ignite a love for play 
and learning, that lays 
the foundations for a 
bright future.

INSPIRING CURIOSITY 

experienced team who treat 

info@olneynursery.co.uk

07855075420

Immediate start 
for 2-3 year olds 
available

Richardson Landscapes  34

Offering all aspects of landscaping from 
maintenance to complete re-landscaping
Office 01234 240430  •  Mobile 07515 632666

sjr@richardsonlandscapes.com
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v

Village Schools Federation

Tuesday 8th October  
1.30-2.30pm

Friday 18th October 
2.30-3.30pm
Saturday 19th October 
9.30-10.30am

Monday 7th October 
1.30-2.30pm
Thursday 17th October 
1.30-2.30pm

Wednesday 9th 
October 1.30- 3pm
Saturday 12th October 
9.30-10.30pm

Friday 11th October 
9.30 - 11am
Wednesday 16th October 
1.30-3pm

Friday 4th October 
1.30 - 2.30pm
Thursday 10th  October 
1.30- 2.30pm

Stoke Goldington CE School

01908 551253
office@stokegoldingtonschool.co.uk

North Crawley CE School

 01234 391282
office@northcrawleyschool.co.uk

Sherington CE School

01908 610470
 01908 218247

office@sheringtonschool.co.uk

Newton Blossomville CE School

01234 881294
office@newtonblossomvilleschool.co.uk

St Andrews CE School

01908 605515
office@standrewsinfantschool.co.uk

School Open Days
Is your child due to start school next year?
Come and visit our small schools with a big heart, based in the villages around 
Milton Keynes and Olney.

Nurturing and caring environments - Weekly forest school - High teacher pupil ratios 
- Community based learning opportunities.

Please do look at our website at www.thevillageschoolsfederation.co.uk  
or contact us by phone for more information.

Castlethorpe First School

01908 510342 
office@castlethorpeschool.co.uk
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FRUIT AND VEG FOR A DAY?
For many, the vegetarian diet is the way to go – some people believe it is the best thing we 
can do for our planet while others feel it is taking away a key component of the human diet. 
What do you think?

While both sides of this argument are valid vegetarian campaigners, 
the curious and even people who just want to try something diff erent 
for a short time, can all come together for a week and prepare for 
October's World Vegetarian Day. It falls on the 1st of the month and 
off ers everyone an opportunity to try a vegetarian recipe.
The vegetarian diet goes all the way back to 1000 BCE when groups 
from India and the Mediterranean believed that a meatless diet led 
to philosophical enlightenment. The fi rst offi  cial recording was not 
until 530 BCE when Pythagoras was found encouraging the practice 
to his pupils. 
In India, Buddhists stood against the idea of eating meat on the ethical 
grounds of killing animals for food, which Hinduism later picked up as 
well. However in some Buddhist nations such as China and Japan fi sh 
was excluded from this rule and continued to be eaten. 
It’s a widely supported diet consumed by over 1.5 billion people but 
many people still want to know why they should give up meat, which 
is a core component of their diet. 

Here are some of the arguments:

CLIMATE CHANGE
By eating a vegetarian diet we can reduce our carbon footprint on the 
world. Many people do not realise the impact of the meat trade on the 
planet but it makes up 26% of all global greenhouse emissions. For 
every year you eat like a vegetarian, you will save emissions equivalent 
to six months of driving in a car.

HEALTH
It’s equally important to know what it can do for our bodies too. Key to 
becoming a vegetarian is that you are easily going to hit your ‘fi ve-a-
day’ every day! Additionally, vegetarian meals naturally contain more 
fi bre and less saturated fat.

ANIMAL WELFARE
Due to the rate at which animals must be farmed in order to keep up 
with our large population and high demand for meat some are kept 
in conditions that many believe is unnatural. There are also fears 
from experts over a lack of biodiversity in our oceans as fi sh are 
intensively farmed.
So what does a vegetarian meal might look like? And how can you 
make a few small changes to try a veggie meal?

Here are � ve easy ideas to get you started:

1.  Vegetarian Chilli – Replace the mincemeat of the chilli with  
 either a corn substitute or just a healthy amount of black  
 and kidney beans

2.  Black Bean Quesadillas – A Caribbean treat with an easy to  
 make dish consisting of beans, salsa avocado and tortillas  
 or pitta bread

3.  Vegetable Curry – You can simply replace the chicken or lamb 
 with a corn substitute or pick a variety of vegetables of your 
 choice. Potatoes and carrots are a great place to start

4.  Pasta – It’s simple to make and easy to add vegetarian 
 alternatives. Replace popular toppings such as chicken and 
 sausage for sweetcorn and peppers for a tasty dish

5.  Salad – Throw together a colourful assortment of your 
 favourite salad veg to build a savoury and tasty salad. Add a 
 little cheese for an extra layer of fl avour
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LICENSED TEAROOM & 
GARDEN SERVING 
LIGHT LUNCHES, 
HOMEMADE CAKES, 
HOT & COLD DRINKS

Browns of Stagsden Farm Shop

•  QUALITY HOME REARED 
LOCAL MEAT AND POULTRY

• FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES  
• HOMEMADE PIES
•  WIDE SELECTION OF 

ARTISAN CHEESE
•  EXTENSIVE RANGE OF TASTY 

ACCOMPANIMENTS 

A SUPERB SELECTION OF CIDERS AVAILABLE

www.brownsofstagsden.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates

Manor Farm, Stagsden, Beds, MK43 8SH
Tue - Thurs 10am - 4pm, Fri 10am - 5pm, Sat 9am - 3pm

01234 822330
12 High Street South, Olney, 
Buckinghamshire MK46 4AA

01234 711111

Thursday
Any burger and a drink – £13

Wednesday
Steak and a drink – £16

Choose from one of four pies 
available and a drink - £15

Starts Tuesday 3rd September, 
available both lunch and dinner  

New Every Tuesday 
Pie and a drink!

Browns of Stagsden ...?    37

Swan Bistro...   ?     37

Slimming World Hammonds  37

slimmingworld.co.uk

slimming-friendly
spag bol

Contact your local Slimming World Consultant and 
join a friendly and super-supportive group today!

slimmingworld.co.uk

slimming-friendly
spag bol

Contact your local Slimming World Consultant and 
join a friendly and super-supportive group today!

Thursdays 
5.15pm and 6.45pm

Olney Baptist Church
To book your space call 
Jane on 07886 808205

Warm welcome guaranteed
   
   Facebook - Slimming World 
   Milton Keynes with Jane

Courtyard Brasserie 37

Soul touching 
Jazz classics 
sung from the heart

7.30pm –10pm
Saturday 21ST September

B R A S S E R I E

To book call us on 01234 713925  
or email info@courtyardbrasserie.com

8/9 Rose Court, Olney
C O U RT YA R D B R A S S E R I E . C O M

COMING TO THE COURTYARD

£10 entry p/p 
minimum order of two drinks

 The DD POWERS Trio

£30 per head

Hot and Cold Mezze or 
Lasagne, plus a bottle of Red 
or White Wine to share

OR

JAZZ 

© Hannah Whiteley

FRUIT AND VEG FOR A DAY?
For many, the vegetarian diet is the way to go – some people believe it is the best thing we 
can do for our planet while others feel it is taking away a key component of the human diet. 
What do you think?

While both sides of this argument are valid vegetarian campaigners, 
the curious and even people who just want to try something diff erent 
for a short time, can all come together for a week and prepare for 
October's World Vegetarian Day. It falls on the 1st of the month and 
off ers everyone an opportunity to try a vegetarian recipe.
The vegetarian diet goes all the way back to 1000 BCE when groups 
from India and the Mediterranean believed that a meatless diet led 
to philosophical enlightenment. The fi rst offi  cial recording was not 
until 530 BCE when Pythagoras was found encouraging the practice 
to his pupils. 
In India, Buddhists stood against the idea of eating meat on the ethical 
grounds of killing animals for food, which Hinduism later picked up as 
well. However in some Buddhist nations such as China and Japan fi sh 
was excluded from this rule and continued to be eaten. 
It’s a widely supported diet consumed by over 1.5 billion people but 
many people still want to know why they should give up meat, which 
is a core component of their diet. 

Here are some of the arguments:

CLIMATE CHANGE
By eating a vegetarian diet we can reduce our carbon footprint on the 
world. Many people do not realise the impact of the meat trade on the 
planet but it makes up 26% of all global greenhouse emissions. For 
every year you eat like a vegetarian, you will save emissions equivalent 
to six months of driving in a car.

HEALTH
It’s equally important to know what it can do for our bodies too. Key to 
becoming a vegetarian is that you are easily going to hit your ‘fi ve-a-
day’ every day! Additionally, vegetarian meals naturally contain more 
fi bre and less saturated fat.

ANIMAL WELFARE
Due to the rate at which animals must be farmed in order to keep up 
with our large population and high demand for meat some are kept 
in conditions that many believe is unnatural. There are also fears 
from experts over a lack of biodiversity in our oceans as fi sh are 
intensively farmed.
So what does a vegetarian meal might look like? And how can you 
make a few small changes to try a veggie meal?

Here are � ve easy ideas to get you started:

1.  Vegetarian Chilli – Replace the mincemeat of the chilli with  
 either a corn substitute or just a healthy amount of black  
 and kidney beans

2.  Black Bean Quesadillas – A Caribbean treat with an easy to  
 make dish consisting of beans, salsa avocado and tortillas  
 or pitta bread

3.  Vegetable Curry – You can simply replace the chicken or lamb 
 with a corn substitute or pick a variety of vegetables of your 
 choice. Potatoes and carrots are a great place to start

4.  Pasta – It’s simple to make and easy to add vegetarian 
 alternatives. Replace popular toppings such as chicken and 
 sausage for sweetcorn and peppers for a tasty dish

5.  Salad – Throw together a colourful assortment of your 
 favourite salad veg to build a savoury and tasty salad. Add a 
 little cheese for an extra layer of fl avour
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Despite today's advanced technology progress, security risks and 
bugs continue to plague both developers and users of smart home 
devices by leaving doors open for digital adversaries to sneak in 
unnoticed and compromise our network.
We’re all prone to reading an email and clicking on a disguised link, 
unaware of the danger lurking behind it. With our connected devices 
at home and a lack of proper subdivision, malicious software can 
spread easily from one gadget to the next, creating one big headache. 
Besides causing distraction, it can hide silently, monitoring your online 
activities – accessing online banking, private medical records, and 
other accounts with sensitive information spread across the digital 
landscape. 
Once a threat has gained access to your network, they could exploit 
various vulnerabilities, install ransomware that blocks your access to 
information unless a payment is made, or use your device to launch 
further attacks, compromising not only your security but the security 
of others as well.

UK.Gov estimate that UK businesses have experienced  
7.78 million cyber crimes of all types and approximately 
116,000 non-phishing cyber crimes in the last 12 months.

Let's look at fi ve strategies to protect your smart home. 

1) SUBDIVISION / SUBNETTING:
Divide your network into smaller portions e.g. a diff erent IP Address for 
each category of device; Mobile, Computer, Smart Device, Guest Wi-Fi. 
All devices can connect to the internet, but not all devices are directly 
connected to each other. 

2) REGULAR UPDATES:
Keep all your devices, including routers and smart gadgets, up to date 
with the latest security computer software to mitigate vulnerabilities. 

3) STRONG PASSWORDS: 
Don't forget to change the password when logging into your new device! 
Choose a unique password for every device and online account – 
consider using a password manager. 

4) NETWORK MONITORING: 
It's not just an issue for businesses anymore, with so many smart 
devices connected to our network, how do you know how much data 
each device has used on any given period? 

5) SPREADING AWARENESS: 
Knowledge is power! Reading and talking about cyber threats and 
eff ective mitigation strategies recommended by cyber professionals 
will help you minimize the risk of falling victim. 

Sadly, cyberattacks are no longer a matter of 'if' but 'when'. To better 
navigate any potential problems, stay ahead of digital adversaries with 
a proactive approach to cyber threat awareness and put a plan in place. 
Back up relevant fi les, documents, or photos in case you need to wipe 
your computer.
By staying vigilant and implementing the above strategies, you 
can protect your digital assets and your sensitive information from 
adversaries. 

In today's interconnected households where 
every family member and countless smart 
devices are seamlessly connected to a 
network controlled by a mobile phone, life has 
never been more convenient and entertaining. 
Yet, with convenience, there is a danger that 
cybercriminals can exploit human errors and 
create havoc in our day-to-day living. 

How to
Protect Your 
Smart Home

How to
Protect Your 
Smart Home
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Discovering local, hidden (and not so 
hidden) heritage 
Heritage Open Days events take place across Milton Keynes from Friday, 6th 
to Sunday, 15th September. The 10 days are packed with creative workshops, 
exhibitions, guided tours, cycle rides and more.  

Many of the local heritage spots will be opening their doors for free during this time, 
including Milton Keynes Museum, Great Linford Manor Park, Westbury Arts Centre, 
Milton Keynes City Discovery Centre, The Stables Theatre, Milton Keynes Arts Centre 
and Olney’s very own Cowper & Newton Museum. 
This year’s theme is routes, networks and connections, with organisers taking people 
on interactive journeys as far as Ukraine, India and Sierra Leone to celebrate the 
contribution diff erent communities have made to MK. 
It’s also Heritage Open Days 30th anniversary and a special gallery page on the 
website showcases the wonderful sites, stories and people that have made Heritage 
Open Days so magical over the years (www.heritageopendays.org.uk) 
Bradwell Abbey is featured as a Scheduled Ancient Monument, a hidden gem in the 
heart of a new city. The team at the Abbey are running a medieval themed day on 
Sunday 15th September with family-friendly activities such as archery, birds of prey 
demonstrations and re-enactors. 
Did you party at The Point in its heyday? If so, you might want to go to the 
Documentary Screening about this infamous MK landmark on Friday 13th September 
at The Sky Room, MK Gallery, 900 Midsummer Boulevard.

Further details and the programme brochure can be found on the Living Archive 
website. Brochures can also be collected from Milton Keynes libraries and Get 
Smart stands in supermarkets. Contrasting heritage sites - Bradwell Abbey (top) and The Point
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unnoticed and compromise our network.
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UK.Gov estimate that UK businesses have experienced  
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It's not just an issue for businesses anymore, with so many smart 
devices connected to our network, how do you know how much data 
each device has used on any given period? 
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Knowledge is power! Reading and talking about cyber threats and 
eff ective mitigation strategies recommended by cyber professionals 
will help you minimize the risk of falling victim. 

Sadly, cyberattacks are no longer a matter of 'if' but 'when'. To better 
navigate any potential problems, stay ahead of digital adversaries with 
a proactive approach to cyber threat awareness and put a plan in place. 
Back up relevant fi les, documents, or photos in case you need to wipe 
your computer.
By staying vigilant and implementing the above strategies, you 
can protect your digital assets and your sensitive information from 
adversaries. 

In today's interconnected households where 
every family member and countless smart 
devices are seamlessly connected to a 
network controlled by a mobile phone, life has 
never been more convenient and entertaining. 
Yet, with convenience, there is a danger that 
cybercriminals can exploit human errors and 
create havoc in our day-to-day living. 
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Olney Meadows care home ready for fi rst residents
It’s a construction project that has attracted the attention of motorists driving into Olney for 
more than 18 months. Now Olney Meadows is preparing to take in its fi rst residents.

Fitting out the interior of this luxury care home, to bring many of the 
features of a fi ve-star hotel, began in August and staff  from top interior 
design company Homesmiths then set about their work.
The 66-bedroom home in Worcester Way, Olney, has been developed by 
Midlands-based Deeley Construction on behalf of Kingsley Healthcare, 
a top 20-ranked national large care home group (www.carehome.co.uk). 
“We are delighted by the interest in our home that has been shown already 
by potential residents and their families,” says newly appointed home 
manager Caroline Holdsworth.

“Olney Meadows is a fantastic care facility of which 
the community can be truly proud. I have worked in 
the care sector for over 20 years and am passionate 
about ensuring the highest standards of care and 
respect to our residents which is Kingsley’s hallmark.
“I am here to welcome anyone who would like to 
come and have a look around or discuss their family’s 
care needs. Please call me at the home on 01234 
923818.”
Kingsley’s latest flagship care home will provide 
close to 100 well-paid jobs once it is full. High-quality 
features for residents include a library, a café, state-
of-the art cinema room and a private dining room for 

residents to celebrate special occasions.
The home features a range of ground-fl oor rooms with private patios and 
other rooms with attractive terraces, with a therapy and wellness room also 
available to residents.
Deeley Construction has built the home to BREEAM ‘Very Good’ standard, 
a standard which is used to specify and measure the sustainability 
performance of buildings.
The care home utilises air source heart pumps for energy supply and benefi ts 
from two electric vehicle charging points.
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Newport Pagnell (CTNP)
Change is afoot
When I was in primary school in the 1980s, we used to sing songs 
every day as part of our daily assemblies. Sometimes Christian 
songs, sometime we might sing The Beatles (‘Here comes the sun’ 
was a school favourite when the weather permitted). One song that 
stands out, and I hope this wasn’t just my school, was the song ‘One 
more step along the world I go’ by the poet and song writer Sidney 
Carter.
The song talks of life’s journey, going from childhood into adulthood 
by learning from new experiences encountered on the journey. It was 
also about learning more about life, faith, success and mistakes. It is 
a song of faith sung as a prayer asking for God’s help in working out 
how to be steadfast and secure in times of change.
We sang this song at the end of a school year as a reminder to us all 
that times of change are not to be feared, but embraced as a method 
of personal growth.
With a number of our young people going from one year to another, 
from one school to another, or even out of school and into work, 
university or uncertainty, it’s a great lesson to learn. As a country 
we have experienced much change recently as well; our new 
government is a major change, but we are still reeling a little from 
Covid-19 eff ects and that for some is a really unsettling change. We 
might be experiencing personal change in working patterns; working 
from home is something that many are learning to live with. It has 
great benefi ts: fl exibility with life patterns, less travel time and the 
like. However, it also means less engagement with others, on a face 
to face basis maybe. How we keep as part of a community in the 
digital working age is a real question forged in the fi res of change.
Often my prayers are focussed on words such as ‘this is new, what 
am I meant to do with this?’ these days. And that is not always a bad 
thing. If God can help me deal with new things with wisdom, then 
great; if I have to learn from mistakes, then so be it. 
As the song goes: ‘It’s from the old I travel to the new, keep me 
travelling along with you’.
Peter Young
Associate Minister, Newport Pagnell Baptist Church.

Olney Baptist Church
Inspiration
Over the last few weeks many of us have enjoyed watching the 
Olympic Games from Paris and witnessing the success of the British 
athletes in particular. Whether we are those who normally follow sport 
or fi nd themselves drawn in to watching the Olympics we cannot fail 
to be impressed by the dedication of the athletes and their families 
who have often sacrifi ced much to get to the Olympics. Each athlete 
has had to train in their own unique way through exercise, strict diet, 
and psychological preparation in order to be ready to compete in 
their chosen discipline. 
This is something the Bible recognizes to be true when it comes 
to the spiritual area of our lives. In the New Testament book of 
Hebrews in Ch 12 vs. 1-2 this is described as running the race of 
faith. And just like the physical athlete the spiritual athlete needs 
to prepare for the spiritual race that God has set before them. But 
how is this done?
It is done the Bible tells us by throwing off  everything that would 
entangle us and the sin in our lives that causes us to stumble. By 
doing this the Bible tells us we can run the race of faith and of life that 
has been laid down for us by God. Helpful as this is it is not enough 
for life and the race of faith can be tough and we need something to 
inspire us to keep going. This is something the Bible understands 
well which is why it tells us to look to Jesus whom it describes as 
the author and perfector of our faith. When we look to Jesus not just 
for inspiration but for the strength to complete the race we begin to 
experience a new spiritual reality in our lives. 
This is best described by the famous Scottish runner Eric Liddel 
who won Gold in the 400 metres at the last Paris Olympics in 1924. 
Liddel simply said: “When I run I feel God’s pleasure”. He was able 
to say this because he had taken up the Bible’s invitation to look to 
Jesus and receive the new life that he had come to give so that he 
would have the strength to run his race of faith and win. We can do 
the same if we choose too and the best news is, there are no runners-
up. Everyone is a winner.
Rev Stuart J. Macdonald
Minister Olney Baptist Church.           

Churches Together

All change as architects move
Well-known architects company DCa 
has moved back to its former offi  ces 
in Olney’s Cobbs Court as it seeks to 
create a leaner and more agile practice.
The company has returned to its 
former home after six years situated 
at the old Nat West Bank building, 
Bank House, on the town’s High 
Street, which it converted in 2018. 
The move follows the retirement of 
founder David Coles, who formed DCa 
more than 30 years ago. David will stay 
on as a consultant to the business as 
well as advising other organisations 
on strategy, construction, design and 
planning. The new-look DCa will be 
headed by managing director Julian 
Buttel.

“I have really enjoyed working with 
amazing people in our business and 
with our clients and consultants to 
grow the DCa brand and reputation,” 
says David. “The business will continue 
under Julian’s inspiring leadership – 
supported by a great team. I will watch 
with pride, contributing a little I hope,  
as they take the business forward to 
achieve ever more success.”
Sheila Coles, who has been with DCa 
from the beginning, will remain as 
Finance Director.
Bank House is being refi tted for the 
Private Dental Group, currently based 
in Cobbs Garden. The move creates a 
larger, more prominent dental facility 
for Olney and the surrounding areas. DCa: David (centre) with Julian and Sheila
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PHYSIOTHERAPY 
• Neck & Back Pain 
• Joint & Muscle Pain 
• Acupuncture for Pain Relief 
• Sports & Soft Tissue Injuries 
• Hand Therapy 

 
 
 CHIROPODY/PODIATRY 

• Nail Cutting 
• Orthotics 
• Foot Assessments 
• Nail Surgery 

  

SHOCKWAVE THERAPY 
• Achilles Tendon Pain 
• Golfer’s/Tennis Elbow 
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Knee/Hamstring Tendonitis  
 

                     
 

             Mon-Thurs   9 a.m. – Late. 
             Friday           9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
              
 
        Tel: 01234 240117 
        e-mail: olney@iceclinic.co.uk 
        ESTABLISHED IN OLNEY SINCE 2010 
        ALL MAJOR INSURANCE 
        COMPANIES ACCEPTED. 
 

       
www.iceclinic.co.uk 
BOOK ONLINE OR 
BY PHONE 

10 Fountain Court 
Olney 
Bucks 

MK46 4DG 
Tel: 01234 240117 

 

If you’re in pain and looking for a plan
to get you back on track we can help:

 01234 385 611
Or book online: topphysiotherapy.co.uk

• Expert Physiotherapy Assessment and 
  Hands on treatment
• Acupuncture/ Dry Needling  • Sports Massage
• Elderly Rehab (Falls prevention)
• Clinic and Home Visits available

bone, 
joint or 
muscle 
pain?

Ice Clinic 41

Muir Care Ltd  41

Hear Clear at Home 41

TOP Physiotherapy Olney 41Hear Clear 
At Home

EARWAX REMOVAL SPECIALIST

O� ering Both Microsuction 
and Water Irrigation

Consultation £10 (including referral if needed)
One ear wax removal £30

(plus £10 for second ear)

To book an appointment 
from the comfort of your 
own home, give Polly a call...

O� ice: 01604 357291     Mobile: 07909 291993
email: polly@hearclearathome.com

WWW.HEARCLEARATHOME.COM

07513 017 148

Personal Care
Domestic Assistance

Companionship and Outings
Medication

Nutrition and Hydration
Older People Care

We Provide Home Care for the Elderly in
Olney and the Surrounding Area

WE ALSO OFFER A LIVE-IN CARE SERVICE

info@muir-care.co.uk
www.muir-care.co.uk

Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatments carried out in the  
comfort of your own home

Mobile:  
07704 732338

• Nail Trimming
• Corns
• Verrucas
• Fungal Infections
• Ingrowing Toenails
• Hard Skin (Callus)
• Cracked Heels
• Diabetic Foot CareSamantha Costello MCFHP 

MAFHP is a fully qualified and 
registered member of The British 
Association of Foot Health 
Professionals

Mobile Foot Clinic 41
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in Olney’s Cobbs Court as it seeks to 
create a leaner and more agile practice.
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at the old Nat West Bank building, 
Bank House, on the town’s High 
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The move follows the retirement of 
founder David Coles, who formed DCa 
more than 30 years ago. David will stay 
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planning. The new-look DCa will be 
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says David. “The business will continue 
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Although harvesting will keep you busy this month there are plenty of other jobs waiting for you in 
the garden, including planting, cutting and pruning.     

September: 
a busy month in the garden
September is a lovely month for the gardener, but a busy one. The 
extreme heat of August has passed but the sun is still strong and 
the days pleasantly warm, but the days are getting shorter with the 
evenings drawing in noticeably. 

Bountiful harvest
September is the month of the bountiful harvest because summer 
crops are still going strong and the fi rst of the autumn windfall needs 
to be picked. 

Su� er crops
In the greenhouse salad crops need to be picked regularly to ensure 
further growth and tomatoes are ripening sublimely and are at the height 
of their delicious fl avour. Cucumbers and courgettes are cropping 
heavily and most gardeners will be looking to give their produce to 
family, friends and neighbours so as not to waste anything. 
Green beans are at their delicious best and can be blanched and 
popped in the freezer to enjoy out of season. 

Autumn fruit and vegetables
Apples and pears are ripening fast this month and care needs to be 
taken when picked so as to avoid unripened fruits falling off  trees. 
Leeks are ready for digging and squashes – the ubiquitous autumnal 
vegetable – are beginning to fi ll out and ripen. Picking squashes that 
are ready makes space for others to grow. 

PHONEBOX GARDENING

Planting
Leafy greens and salad crops need to be planted this month. 
Planting lettuce seeds now will mean you will have delicious home-
grown salad in the cold months, and spring greens if planted now 
will grow slowly as the year moves on.    
September is a great time to plant garlic and turnips and radishes 
can be planted now and will be ready to eat as the weather grows 
colder. 
Other vegetables you can plant include onions, spring onions and 
shallots. You can also plant peas, runner and French beans now. 
When it come to cutting and pruning, of course, your lawns will still 
require a weekly mow in September but by the end of the month 
you will notice that growth is slowing. 
Many of your summer fruiting fruit bushes will now require a little 
thinning, including black and red currants and gooseberries. 
September is a good time to cut back to the ground any perennials 
that don’t have decorative seed heads.
Late summer/early autumn is also the best time to prune any 
tender plants such as lavender and rosemary because they don’t 
like winter pruning. 

Watering 
and shading
As the weather is likely to be 
warm dry watering regularly 
is a must in September, 
especially any pots or hanging 
baskets that can dry out 
quickly. On particularly hot days you might want to move pots into 
shadier spots during the middle of the day. 
September is a busy but lovely month in the garden when you enjoy the 
fruits of your labour but also to look forward to preparing for next year.
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Browns Tree Solutions 43
Firewood Fuel MK
Fueling Your Fires & Heating Your Homes Since 2012

• Seasoned & Kiln Dried Firewood
• Smokeless Coal 
• Kindling, Firefighters & Heat Logs  
• Log Woodchip and Mulch 

Ray & Jaz
Brown

0800 862 0863 | 07401 893 979
www.firewoodfuelmk.co.uk

Available in Bulk Bags, Barrow Bags and Net Sacks 

FREE DELIVERY To All of Milton Keynes & Surrounding Areas

‘Family Run Business’
Father & Daughter

A Gift of Life    43

Although harvesting will keep you busy this month there are plenty of other jobs waiting for you in 
the garden, including planting, cutting and pruning.     

September: 
a busy month in the garden
September is a lovely month for the gardener, but a busy one. The 
extreme heat of August has passed but the sun is still strong and 
the days pleasantly warm, but the days are getting shorter with the 
evenings drawing in noticeably. 

Bountiful harvest
September is the month of the bountiful harvest because summer 
crops are still going strong and the fi rst of the autumn windfall needs 
to be picked. 

Su� er crops
In the greenhouse salad crops need to be picked regularly to ensure 
further growth and tomatoes are ripening sublimely and are at the height 
of their delicious fl avour. Cucumbers and courgettes are cropping 
heavily and most gardeners will be looking to give their produce to 
family, friends and neighbours so as not to waste anything. 
Green beans are at their delicious best and can be blanched and 
popped in the freezer to enjoy out of season. 

Autumn fruit and vegetables
Apples and pears are ripening fast this month and care needs to be 
taken when picked so as to avoid unripened fruits falling off  trees. 
Leeks are ready for digging and squashes – the ubiquitous autumnal 
vegetable – are beginning to fi ll out and ripen. Picking squashes that 
are ready makes space for others to grow. 

PHONEBOX GARDENING

Planting
Leafy greens and salad crops need to be planted this month. 
Planting lettuce seeds now will mean you will have delicious home-
grown salad in the cold months, and spring greens if planted now 
will grow slowly as the year moves on.    
September is a great time to plant garlic and turnips and radishes 
can be planted now and will be ready to eat as the weather grows 
colder. 
Other vegetables you can plant include onions, spring onions and 
shallots. You can also plant peas, runner and French beans now. 
When it come to cutting and pruning, of course, your lawns will still 
require a weekly mow in September but by the end of the month 
you will notice that growth is slowing. 
Many of your summer fruiting fruit bushes will now require a little 
thinning, including black and red currants and gooseberries. 
September is a good time to cut back to the ground any perennials 
that don’t have decorative seed heads.
Late summer/early autumn is also the best time to prune any 
tender plants such as lavender and rosemary because they don’t 
like winter pruning. 

Watering 
and shading
As the weather is likely to be 
warm dry watering regularly 
is a must in September, 
especially any pots or hanging 
baskets that can dry out 
quickly. On particularly hot days you might want to move pots into 
shadier spots during the middle of the day. 
September is a busy but lovely month in the garden when you enjoy the 
fruits of your labour but also to look forward to preparing for next year.

Giving the gift of life
Organ Donation Week runs from 23rd to 29th September and this year the NHS 
Organ Donor Register is 30 years old. Why not get involved and celebrate the 
amazing gift of life organ donation can give?

Organ donation is where someone decides to donate an organ either whilst 
they are alive or after they die. By registering on the NHS Donor Register to 
donate an organ after you die you take the decision about what happens 
out of the hands of your loved ones at a time when they are grieving. But 
there are some organs that you can donate whilst you are alive. 

Become a living donor
The most donated organs by a living person are a kidney or part of the 
liver. Each year here in the UK more than a thousand people donate one of 
their kidneys or part of their liver whilst they are alive. Often the donation 
is to a friend or family member, but it can be to someone they don’t know.  
People can also donate parts of bone and amniotic membrane too. 

Blood donation
At the moment in the UK there is a blood bank emergency with stocks 
desperately low. Blood donors are urgently needed and in just one hour 
you could save three lives. Your blood could also be used to make plasma 
which could save someone’s life. 

Donation after death
Here in the UK most tissue and organ donations occur after someone 
has died. Even though you might be on the Organ Donation Register 
loved ones always have the fi nal decision on whether your organs will 
be donated. But the register tells medical professionals and loved ones 
what your intentions and wishes were, and this can bring much needed 
clarity on any decisions. 

Opt out
The law here in England states all adults 
have agreed to be an organ donor when they die 
unless they are in an excluded group or have specifi cally 
recorded a decision not to donate.

Think Pink! 
Pink is the colour of the organ donation card and for 2024 during Organ 
Donation Week the public are urged to get involved and light up as many 
buildings as possible in pink to raise awareness of the life-giving gift of 
organ donation. 
There are many ways to get involved in lighting up pink as many buildings 
as possible. Do it yourself, if it’s your home or business or for any offi  cial 
buildings you could call, email or write them a letter. The organ donation 
register has some useful tips and suggestions. 

Donating an organ is a selfl ess act that could save a life, possibly a 
stranger’s life, so why not get involved this Organ Donation Week and 
add your name to the register.  www.organdonation.nhs.uk

Organ Donation Week runs from 23rd to 29th September and this year the NHS 
Organ Donor Register is 30 years old. Why not get involved and celebrate the 

The law here in England states all adults 
have agreed to be an organ donor when they die 
unless they are in an excluded group or have specifi cally 
recorded a decision not to donate.
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ARTIFICIAL GRASS: Low maintenance, Realistic looking, 
No more muddy paws or feet, Looks great all year round. 
Bought your own? Why not have it professionally installed!

FREE Quotations
01604 967 552 • 07969 078 627
info@superiorgardenservices.co.uk

• All types of new fencing 
and repairs carried out

• Garden gates and sheds 
supplied and installed

• Sleeper and decking work

• Tree and hedge trimming
• Patios and paving
• Turfing, barking, and gravelling
• Garden clearance
• And much more...

•  Pruning, Hedgecutting, 
Leylandii reduction

• Tur� ng & Planting
•  Patio Cleaning 

& Restoration
•  Fencing, Trellising 

& Fence repair
• Bespoke log stores

Taylor Landscapes

Please call Justin 
for a quote

07816 097 797
01234 714 634

Leylandii reduction
• Tur� ng & Planting

•  Fencing, Trellising 

Tayor Landscapes ????  44

Superior Garden Services 44

Fencing, Fence repairs 
and painting, Hedging, 

Turfing, Re-pointing
Fully Insured

B Gibbs Garden  
Maintenance

01933 412 621
07707 687 095
bgibbs981@gmail.com

TREE SURGERY
STUMP GRINDING & HEDGE MAINTENANCE

01908 049955  •  07731 467078
www.monettreecare.co.uk  •  info@monettreecare.co.uk

• Tree Removals
• Crown Reductions
• Removing Deadwood
• Pollarding
• Hedge Maintenance

• Fruit Tree Pruning
• Stump Removals
• Cable Bracing
•  Dealing with dangerous 

trees or storm damage

Orchard Wills 44

Pest Control Rentakeeper ?????   44

PEST
CONTROL
“Ants to Elephants”
RREENNTTAAKKEEEEPPEERR

0011 9900 88
551100118899

www.killem.co.uk
Local, Reliable
Fully Insured

MOB:MOB: 07931662355  |  WEB:WEB:  phooklandscapes.co.uk
EMAIL :EMAIL : info@phooklandscapes.co.uk

With over 20 years’ experience, we truly care about 
creating outstanding outside spaces & garden design 

that you can enjoy for years to come.  

Free, no-obligation quote to discuss your needs.

•GARDEN  DES IGN•GARDEN DES IGN

•PAT IOS  &  DR IVEWAYS•PAT IOS  &  DR IVEWAYS

• FENC ING &  DECK ING•FENC ING &  DECK ING

•NATURAL  &  ART I F ICAL  TURF•NATURAL  &  ART I F ICAL  TURF

•GARDEN  BU I LD INGS  &  SHEDS•GARDEN BU I LD INGS  &  SHEDS

•COMMERC IAL  L ANDSCAP ING•COMMERC IAL  L ANDSCAP ING

Tree Surgery Specialists
 

We provide professional tree care, landscaping and fencing services,  
in accordance with the rigorous standards laid out by the  
Arboricultural Association.

For more information call: 01933 667575
Email: enquiries@gcktreeworks.co.uk

FREE
quotes

• Tree Felling
• Pollarding
• Dead Wooding
• Stump Grinding
• Crown Reductions
• Crown Thinning
• Crown Lifting
• Tree Surveys
• Site Clearence
• Hedge Cutting
• Hedge Reductions
• Hedge Removals

GCK Domestic leaflet A5.indd   1 14/08/2018   10:42

TREE SURGERY SPECIALISTS
www.gcktreeworks.co.uk

Tree Felling
Pollarding
Dead Wooding
Stump Grinding

Crown Reductions
Crown Thinning
Crown Lifting
Tree Surveys

Site Clearance
Hedge Cutting
Hedge Reductions
Hedge Removals

CONTACT US NOW FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
t: 01933 667575 | e: enquiries@gcktreeworks.co.uk

What will you leave behind?

Single Will from £120
Mirror Wills from £180

 A friendly service,  
office or home visits available

Tel: 01234 713 938
www.orchardwills.co.uk

Orchard Wills, Unit 2,  Stanley Court,  
Olney, Bucks, MK46 5NH
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CALL US FOR A FREE QUOTATION 

01908 616 112 or 01234 713 843 
www.mk-fencing.co.uk  •  mk1fencing@aol.com

MILTON
KEYNES
FENCING
LIMITED

Osbournes Farm, Newport Road, Emberton, MK46 5JD

For All Your Fencing, 
Decking and Sheds in 
Olney, Milton Keynes 
& Surrounding Areas 
A small family run business 
with over 25 years experience

All Types of Fencing & Gates  •  Decking
Patios & Groundworks  •  Stump Grinding

MAX
FENCING

07791 369709
maxfencing@yahoo.com

 MaxFencing

ADRIAN WORLEY LANDSCAPING
Fencing, Paving 

& Driveways & Driveways 

01234 714 887 
07500 042 686

E: worley60@btinternet.com 

35 Years Experience 
Based Locally
15 Northampton Rd, 
Lavendon

See me on Trust 
a Trader website

MAX Fencing 45

Milton Keynes Fencing ????  45

Adrian Worley Landscaping 45

Sue Gilbert 45

Block Paving • Driveways • Patios •
Fencing • Sleepers • Artificial Grass • Landscaping

info@ajblockpaving.com

AJ Block Paving prides
itself on paving the
way in quality drives,
paths and patios at
competitive prices.

We offer a full service,
from design, through
to installation.

07551 461 733

Call now for your free,
no obligation quote

Quercus Tree Specialists ???? 45

AJ Paving 45
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Phonebox Motoring
with Tom Johnston

QUICK 
BURSTS:
With age comes confi dence
Older drivers know exactly what they 
want, which fuel their cars will use and 
how to negotiate confi dently on price, a 
new study has shown.
Drivers aged 59-77 (so-called ‘Baby 
Boomers’) are the most likely to feel 
confi dent about buying a petrol or diesel 
car – 84% of them said this in the latest 
research from automotive regulator 
The Motor Ombudsman, released 
to coincide with the September ‘74’ 
number plate change.
This compares with 73% of 18-26 year 
olds (‘Gen Z’), 76% of 27-42 year olds 
(‘Gen Y’) and 81% of drivers aged 43-58 
(‘Gen X’).
But when it comes to considering an 
electric vehicle (EV) for their next car it 
was the younger drivers who showed 
greater confidence in embracing the 
battery-powered highway. The fi ndings 
revealed that 50% of the younger Gen X 
and Gen Y motorists would consider an 
electric car, compared with 34% of Gen 
X and just 21% of Boomers.
The older drivers feel the most confi dent 
navigating the whole car buying process 
– 34% of them said this, compared with 
33% Gen Z, 33% Gen Y and 29% Gen X. 

It’s the price you Bay
It’s known for its bargain toys, 
unwanted clothes and books, but 
online marketplace eBay does a roaring 
trade in pricey car parts too. The site 
recently revealed the most expensive 
accessories it sold in the fi rst six months 
of this year, with performance engines, 
carbon fi bre parts and exclusive number 
plates among the lots.
Topping the list was an Audi R8 5.2 
V10 petrol engine, bought for £16,567. 
Second and third places were two sets 
of Porsche carbon bucket seats, the fi rst 
pair for a 911 GT3 at £13,085 and the 
second for a Cayman GT4 at £11,962. 
At the other end of the automotive 
spectrum, fourth place was secured 
by a battery pack for a Tesla Model S at 
£8,606 – a huge discount over the cost 
of a brand-new Tesla battery. 
The list also included exclusive vehicle 
registrations, such as ELON X – a must 
for any Tesla fan – which was bought 
for £8,606 and DIESEL, which sold for 
£8,135. A set of exclusive Ferrari luggage 
also made the list, priced at £8,518, while 
an entire engine and gearbox from a 
sporty Mercedes E63 fetched £7,650.

AT A 
GLANCE:

Power: 180 hp
Top speed: 104 mph
0-62 mph: 9.6 secs

Economy: 353.1 mpg
CO2: 18 g/km
Price: £34,545

People sometimes ask me what ‘PHEV’ 
(pronounced ‘fev’) means in the context of cars. 
They will usually know that it's something to do 
with the growing array of electric vehicles (EVs) but 
aren’t sure about this particular strain of battery 
powered car.
I tell interested parties that the ‘PH’ bit of ‘PHEV’ 
stands for ‘plug-in hybrid’. Cue blank stares. Well, is 
it a hybrid, they ask – which uses a petrol or diesel 
engine to charge an electric motor – or do you plug 
it into the mains to power it up each night?
Well both actually. The plug-in variety of hybrid 
cars use on-board charging equipment such as 
regenerative brakes as well as electric power via 
a cable to charge the battery so that it can be 
used for short or medium journeys such as trips 
around town or to neighbouring villages without 
the engine ever kicking in. 
If you live not too far from your place of work, 
for example, and run a PHEV, you could possibly 
never use any petrol during the week, providing 
you can plug the car into a power source each 
night. And providing you don’t race around like 
Lewis Hamilton, with rapid acceleration and quick 
overtakes.
You’re thereby saving a shed-load of fuel and 
doing your bit for the environment.
A standard hybrid electric car, which only takes 
charge to its batteries from the petrol engine 
when it’s running, doesn’t usually have such a 
large capacity and therefore a much smaller range 
under electric power. 

You’ll be able to go short distances under battery 
power but sooner or later the petrol or diesel unit 
will fi re into life until the battery is charged up 
again. Still good for the environment and your 
wallet, but not as effi  cient as a PHEV.
South Korean car maker Kia has had some 
success with its electric and hybrid models, not 
least the Niro, which originally came out in 2016 
as a hybrid, PHEV and full electric car (called the 
e-Niro). 
They launched a second generation of the popular 
model in 2022 and gave it a massive ‘ground-up’ 
redesign. Kia has fully embraced the electric era 
and is committed to protecting the environment 
as much as possible.
This latest Niro is a key model in Kia’s growing 
eco-friendly line-up – the company promises to 
have 15 EV models on sale by 2027, nine of which 
will be available in the UK. In a highly competitive 
SUV market, Kia wants its Niro to encourage 
drivers to take their fi rst tentative step towards 
electrifi cation.
And that’s why the car maker provides a three-way 
choice: hybrid mode, plug-in hybrid or full electric. 
The car is based on Kia’s own ‘K’ platform which 
was designed specifi cally to be able to take any 
of those three powertrains with varying battery 
mounting options, as each motor needs a diff erent 
size powerpack.
I drove the PHEV version which is a good ‘halfway 
house’ choice if you are not ready to do away with 
the petrol nozzle entirely yet. 

You can’t miss the Niro. It has a design style all of its 
own with its droopy face and deep set headlamps. 
This is what Kia calls its ‘Opposites United’ design 
philosophy and, whether it’s to your taste or you 
think they’ve gone too far with the designer’s 
brush strokes, it’s certainly purposeful and head-
turning when you see it.
That front end incorporates angular daytime 
running lights, for safety and enhanced looks, 
while bold skid plates and a smart side cladding 
set-up adds to the overall rugged appearance. 
You get a slightly larger Niro thanks to the redesign 
– the car is 65 mm longer, 10 mm wider and 35 
mm taller than its predecessor – but those small 
amounts do give  driver and passengers more 
room inside, even with fi ve on-board. And boot 
space, even with the larger HEV battery taken into 
account, is an impressive 348 litres. 
And that interior tells its own story in terms of 
Kia’s nod to the environment. The car showcases 
new recycled materials inside the cabin. The roof 
headlining is made from recycled wallpaper, the 
seats come from Bio polyurethane with fi bres from 
eucalyptus leaves, and BTX (chemical) free paint 
is used on the door panels to minimize the impact 
on the environment and reduce waste.
A 10.25-inch infotainment screen in the centre of 
the dashboard uses its own built-in SIM to retrieve 
information such as traffic, weather, points of 
interest and parking spaces, including potential 

costs. You can also connect your own devices in and 
make use of Apple CarPlay and Android Auto.
On the road there’s a good, solid feel to the Niro, thanks 
partly to a redesign of the steering and suspension. 
The sure-footedness feeds back through the steering 
wheel, providing a safe and responsive ride.
Power in the PHEV comes from a 1.6-litre petrol engine 
which is paired to Kia’s own six-speed dual-clutch 
transmission. There are only forward gears in this 
gearbox – when you want to reverse, only the electric 
motor does the work saving, says Kia, on tailpipe 
emissions while you’re parking.
The engine on its own gives 139 hp of power but 
combined with the 83 kW (kilowatt) battery pack and 
electric motor the car’s total output is 180 hp. This is 
enough to return a 0-62 mph of 9.6 seconds and a 
top speed of 104 mph. You’ll get at least 40 miles of 
electric-only motoring out of the set-up too, enough 
for many people’s commute and the reason for the 
car’s massive potential economy fi gure of 350 mpg.
Safety is a major highlight of the Niro and every car, 
regardless of specifi cation, has features including 
electronic stability control, emergency stop warning, 
forward collision assist, hill start assist, lane keeping, 
tyre pressure monitoring, smart cruise control and 
ISOFIX child seat fi xings.
The Niro also comes with Kia’s impressive seven-
year, 100,000-mile warranty. So you’ll have an 
element of mechanical cover for a long time down 
the road.

SO NIRO, SO FAR To plug in or not to plug in? That is the question, when it comes 
to making the change to an electric car. Kia’s Niro gives potential 
owners lots of options.
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QUICK 
BURSTS:
With age comes confi dence
Older drivers know exactly what they 
want, which fuel their cars will use and 
how to negotiate confi dently on price, a 
new study has shown.
Drivers aged 59-77 (so-called ‘Baby 
Boomers’) are the most likely to feel 
confi dent about buying a petrol or diesel 
car – 84% of them said this in the latest 
research from automotive regulator 
The Motor Ombudsman, released 
to coincide with the September ‘74’ 
number plate change.
This compares with 73% of 18-26 year 
olds (‘Gen Z’), 76% of 27-42 year olds 
(‘Gen Y’) and 81% of drivers aged 43-58 
(‘Gen X’).
But when it comes to considering an 
electric vehicle (EV) for their next car it 
was the younger drivers who showed 
greater confidence in embracing the 
battery-powered highway. The fi ndings 
revealed that 50% of the younger Gen X 
and Gen Y motorists would consider an 
electric car, compared with 34% of Gen 
X and just 21% of Boomers.
The older drivers feel the most confi dent 
navigating the whole car buying process 
– 34% of them said this, compared with 
33% Gen Z, 33% Gen Y and 29% Gen X. 

It’s the price you Bay
It’s known for its bargain toys, 
unwanted clothes and books, but 
online marketplace eBay does a roaring 
trade in pricey car parts too. The site 
recently revealed the most expensive 
accessories it sold in the fi rst six months 
of this year, with performance engines, 
carbon fi bre parts and exclusive number 
plates among the lots.
Topping the list was an Audi R8 5.2 
V10 petrol engine, bought for £16,567. 
Second and third places were two sets 
of Porsche carbon bucket seats, the fi rst 
pair for a 911 GT3 at £13,085 and the 
second for a Cayman GT4 at £11,962. 
At the other end of the automotive 
spectrum, fourth place was secured 
by a battery pack for a Tesla Model S at 
£8,606 – a huge discount over the cost 
of a brand-new Tesla battery. 
The list also included exclusive vehicle 
registrations, such as ELON X – a must 
for any Tesla fan – which was bought 
for £8,606 and DIESEL, which sold for 
£8,135. A set of exclusive Ferrari luggage 
also made the list, priced at £8,518, while 
an entire engine and gearbox from a 
sporty Mercedes E63 fetched £7,650.

AT A 
GLANCE:

Power: 180 hp
Top speed: 104 mph
0-62 mph: 9.6 secs

Economy: 353.1 mpg
CO2: 18 g/km
Price: £34,545

People sometimes ask me what ‘PHEV’ 
(pronounced ‘fev’) means in the context of cars. 
They will usually know that it's something to do 
with the growing array of electric vehicles (EVs) but 
aren’t sure about this particular strain of battery 
powered car.
I tell interested parties that the ‘PH’ bit of ‘PHEV’ 
stands for ‘plug-in hybrid’. Cue blank stares. Well, is 
it a hybrid, they ask – which uses a petrol or diesel 
engine to charge an electric motor – or do you plug 
it into the mains to power it up each night?
Well both actually. The plug-in variety of hybrid 
cars use on-board charging equipment such as 
regenerative brakes as well as electric power via 
a cable to charge the battery so that it can be 
used for short or medium journeys such as trips 
around town or to neighbouring villages without 
the engine ever kicking in. 
If you live not too far from your place of work, 
for example, and run a PHEV, you could possibly 
never use any petrol during the week, providing 
you can plug the car into a power source each 
night. And providing you don’t race around like 
Lewis Hamilton, with rapid acceleration and quick 
overtakes.
You’re thereby saving a shed-load of fuel and 
doing your bit for the environment.
A standard hybrid electric car, which only takes 
charge to its batteries from the petrol engine 
when it’s running, doesn’t usually have such a 
large capacity and therefore a much smaller range 
under electric power. 

You’ll be able to go short distances under battery 
power but sooner or later the petrol or diesel unit 
will fi re into life until the battery is charged up 
again. Still good for the environment and your 
wallet, but not as effi  cient as a PHEV.
South Korean car maker Kia has had some 
success with its electric and hybrid models, not 
least the Niro, which originally came out in 2016 
as a hybrid, PHEV and full electric car (called the 
e-Niro). 
They launched a second generation of the popular 
model in 2022 and gave it a massive ‘ground-up’ 
redesign. Kia has fully embraced the electric era 
and is committed to protecting the environment 
as much as possible.
This latest Niro is a key model in Kia’s growing 
eco-friendly line-up – the company promises to 
have 15 EV models on sale by 2027, nine of which 
will be available in the UK. In a highly competitive 
SUV market, Kia wants its Niro to encourage 
drivers to take their fi rst tentative step towards 
electrifi cation.
And that’s why the car maker provides a three-way 
choice: hybrid mode, plug-in hybrid or full electric. 
The car is based on Kia’s own ‘K’ platform which 
was designed specifi cally to be able to take any 
of those three powertrains with varying battery 
mounting options, as each motor needs a diff erent 
size powerpack.
I drove the PHEV version which is a good ‘halfway 
house’ choice if you are not ready to do away with 
the petrol nozzle entirely yet. 

You can’t miss the Niro. It has a design style all of its 
own with its droopy face and deep set headlamps. 
This is what Kia calls its ‘Opposites United’ design 
philosophy and, whether it’s to your taste or you 
think they’ve gone too far with the designer’s 
brush strokes, it’s certainly purposeful and head-
turning when you see it.
That front end incorporates angular daytime 
running lights, for safety and enhanced looks, 
while bold skid plates and a smart side cladding 
set-up adds to the overall rugged appearance. 
You get a slightly larger Niro thanks to the redesign 
– the car is 65 mm longer, 10 mm wider and 35 
mm taller than its predecessor – but those small 
amounts do give  driver and passengers more 
room inside, even with fi ve on-board. And boot 
space, even with the larger HEV battery taken into 
account, is an impressive 348 litres. 
And that interior tells its own story in terms of 
Kia’s nod to the environment. The car showcases 
new recycled materials inside the cabin. The roof 
headlining is made from recycled wallpaper, the 
seats come from Bio polyurethane with fi bres from 
eucalyptus leaves, and BTX (chemical) free paint 
is used on the door panels to minimize the impact 
on the environment and reduce waste.
A 10.25-inch infotainment screen in the centre of 
the dashboard uses its own built-in SIM to retrieve 
information such as traffic, weather, points of 
interest and parking spaces, including potential 

costs. You can also connect your own devices in and 
make use of Apple CarPlay and Android Auto.
On the road there’s a good, solid feel to the Niro, thanks 
partly to a redesign of the steering and suspension. 
The sure-footedness feeds back through the steering 
wheel, providing a safe and responsive ride.
Power in the PHEV comes from a 1.6-litre petrol engine 
which is paired to Kia’s own six-speed dual-clutch 
transmission. There are only forward gears in this 
gearbox – when you want to reverse, only the electric 
motor does the work saving, says Kia, on tailpipe 
emissions while you’re parking.
The engine on its own gives 139 hp of power but 
combined with the 83 kW (kilowatt) battery pack and 
electric motor the car’s total output is 180 hp. This is 
enough to return a 0-62 mph of 9.6 seconds and a 
top speed of 104 mph. You’ll get at least 40 miles of 
electric-only motoring out of the set-up too, enough 
for many people’s commute and the reason for the 
car’s massive potential economy fi gure of 350 mpg.
Safety is a major highlight of the Niro and every car, 
regardless of specifi cation, has features including 
electronic stability control, emergency stop warning, 
forward collision assist, hill start assist, lane keeping, 
tyre pressure monitoring, smart cruise control and 
ISOFIX child seat fi xings.
The Niro also comes with Kia’s impressive seven-
year, 100,000-mile warranty. So you’ll have an 
element of mechanical cover for a long time down 
the road.

SO NIRO, SO FAR To plug in or not to plug in? That is the question, when it comes 
to making the change to an electric car. Kia’s Niro gives potential 
owners lots of options.
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Club of the Month: Tea and Chat
Nobody wants to live alone and without friends, do they? That’s one 
of the reasons why Tea and Chat was set up – to provide people with a 
welcoming space for some time away from their own four walls.

Launched in 2020 by Debbie Whitworth, Tea and Chat was a welcome 
relief from the isolation and loneliness that the Covid epidemic had 
brought to so many people in Olney and the surrounding villages.
“A lot of people were aff ected at that time and they were frightened 
to come out,” says Debbie. “So this was a way of fi nding a safe space 
for people, where they would be made welcome and could relax in the 
company of other like-minded folk.”
As the name of the club suggests, there’s always a cup of tea waiting 
for you (or coff ee, if you prefer) plus some biscuits and cakes. But the 
real attraction for so many is the friendship and greeting they receive. 
And it’s not a club in the sense that you have to sign up to be a member. 
“People don’t have to sign their lives away,” says Debbie. “They can come 
one month and not the next. We have our regulars but then we get new 
people coming in. But there are still people who don’t know about Tea 
and Chat and that’s why we want people to know we’re here.”
This is a social gathering with the chance to sit and chat in a cluster and 
some people will do just that – talk and stay in their own groups, catching 
up. But there are also special features organised such as seated light 
exercises to music, quizzes, memory games and occasionally there’s 
a guest speaker. 
Anyone of any age group is welcome to the club although it tends to 
attract the over-60s. Once a year a trip out for the Tea and Chatters is 
organised – this year they are visiting Castle Ashby to enjoy its gardens 
and make use of the tea room which this year has been booked out 

entirely for the group. 
Numbers vary each 
month but there are 
generally around 
30 people at each 
meeting, coming in 
from the Olney Ward 
district. But Debbie 
is anxious to attract 
new people and to 
ensure residents 
are aware of Tea 
and Chat and what it 
off ers. 
“There have been people who have come one month and then not come 
back but we have persuaded them to return and now we’re fi nding they are 
attending regularly. Others who came and sat on their own are now coming 
and joining in with people on other tables. It’s good to see.”

Tea and Chat meets once a month at the Olney Centre, usually on a 
Monday, 2-3pm. There’s a small fee of £2 to help cover the cost of 
the drinks and biscuits. For more information about the group and 
forthcoming meeting dates contact Debbie Whitworth: 07494 681907.

Orchard Wills 48

We make the process quick and easy with a � xed 
cost of £360 each or £580 for both (including fees)

Why is a lasting Power of Attorney important?
You can only set up a Lasting Power of Attorney 
when you have mental capacity. Once you’ve lost 

capacity, it’s too late.

Remember even with an LPA you have not lost control of 
your � nances while you are still able to look after them

For more information please
call us or visit our website

01234 713 938
www.orchardwills.co.uk

Orchard Wills, Unit 2 Stanley 
Court, Bucks, MK46 5NH

Lasting Power of Attorney
Property & Financial A� airs or Health & Welfare

What will you leave behind?
Single Will from £120 • Mirror Wills from £180

A friendly service, office or home visits available
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Souls Garages 49

YARDLEY HASTINGS GARAGE
Specialists in Accident Repairs

Servicing (all makes and models)
Insurance work – Free Estimates & Advice
Tyres & Exhausts
Wheel Alignment 
Diagnostics
Collection & Delivery – Loan cars available
Used Cars for Sale

Are you looking to sell? 
We are looking to buy late, low mileage cars for stock.

8am to 5.30 pm Monday to Friday
8 am to 12.30 pm Saturday

Opening
Times

Tel 01604 696 225 Fax 01604 696 551

Bedford Rd West, Yardley Hastings, Northampton, NN7 1HB

Traditional
Friendly 
Service 

C

Electric
Vehicle 
ServicingServicing

We Service All Makes and Models

Your local independent Service, MOT and repair centre

Servicing all Makes and Models of vehicle, including 
those that are still within the manufacturers warranty 
period.

Long Established Family Business
Serving the Olney community for over 100 years.

Only MOT Testing Station In Town
The only MOT facility available within the locality, 
also offering a FREE collection and delivery service 
in town.

Passionate about providing a first class 
service to our customers
See our reviews online.

Call 01234 712592
Lime Street, Olney, 

Buckinghamshire, MK46 5BA

www.soulgarages.co.uk       service@soulgarages.co.uk

Yardley Hastings Garage 49

Club of the Month: Tea and Chat
Nobody wants to live alone and without friends, do they? That’s one 
of the reasons why Tea and Chat was set up – to provide people with a 
welcoming space for some time away from their own four walls.

Launched in 2020 by Debbie Whitworth, Tea and Chat was a welcome 
relief from the isolation and loneliness that the Covid epidemic had 
brought to so many people in Olney and the surrounding villages.
“A lot of people were aff ected at that time and they were frightened 
to come out,” says Debbie. “So this was a way of fi nding a safe space 
for people, where they would be made welcome and could relax in the 
company of other like-minded folk.”
As the name of the club suggests, there’s always a cup of tea waiting 
for you (or coff ee, if you prefer) plus some biscuits and cakes. But the 
real attraction for so many is the friendship and greeting they receive. 
And it’s not a club in the sense that you have to sign up to be a member. 
“People don’t have to sign their lives away,” says Debbie. “They can come 
one month and not the next. We have our regulars but then we get new 
people coming in. But there are still people who don’t know about Tea 
and Chat and that’s why we want people to know we’re here.”
This is a social gathering with the chance to sit and chat in a cluster and 
some people will do just that – talk and stay in their own groups, catching 
up. But there are also special features organised such as seated light 
exercises to music, quizzes, memory games and occasionally there’s 
a guest speaker. 
Anyone of any age group is welcome to the club although it tends to 
attract the over-60s. Once a year a trip out for the Tea and Chatters is 
organised – this year they are visiting Castle Ashby to enjoy its gardens 
and make use of the tea room which this year has been booked out 

entirely for the group. 
Numbers vary each 
month but there are 
generally around 
30 people at each 
meeting, coming in 
from the Olney Ward 
district. But Debbie 
is anxious to attract 
new people and to 
ensure residents 
are aware of Tea 
and Chat and what it 
off ers. 
“There have been people who have come one month and then not come 
back but we have persuaded them to return and now we’re fi nding they are 
attending regularly. Others who came and sat on their own are now coming 
and joining in with people on other tables. It’s good to see.”

Tea and Chat meets once a month at the Olney Centre, usually on a 
Monday, 2-3pm. There’s a small fee of £2 to help cover the cost of 
the drinks and biscuits. For more information about the group and 
forthcoming meeting dates contact Debbie Whitworth: 07494 681907.

• Loft Ladders • Hatches 
• Boarding • Insulation 
• Lights • Fully Guaranteed

STARTER PACKAGE: Aluminium loft 
ladder, light plus 50 sqft boarding, fully 
fitted in less than a day from £355

Need more  
storage space?

STARTER PACKAGE Aluminium loft 

storage space?
INSTALL A LOFT LADDER  
AND USE YOUR LOFT!

CALL FREE: 0808 301 9552

These days most homeowners suffer from a lack of 
storage space. So many precious items that need 
to be kept – but where to store it all? That’s where 
Home Counties Loft Ladders come in. 

The company, based locally, offers homeowners 
the opportunity to maximise their storage space 
with a loft ladder, 50sqft of boarding and a light - 
all fully fitted in less than a day from just £444! But 
it’s not just the affordability of the package that 
makes Home Counties Loft Ladders stand out, as 
manager Jamie Oakley explains: ‘Our watchwords 

are Quality, Integrity and Value. Quality in the 
materials that we use for all our installations and 
the fact that all our loft packages are fitted by time 
served tradesmen, so our customers are assured of 
the best job. 

Integrity in that we will turn up at the time we 
say and make sure the house is spotless when we 
leave, and value in that we offer our services at a 
price people can afford. 

Our business relies on referrals and we get a huge 
amount of our calls from people who have been 

referred to us by our existing customers - that 
simply wouldn’t happen if we didn’t adhere to our 
overriding principles. 

At the end of the day the old adage that happy 
customers lead to more happy customers is true 
and we work hard to make that happen for every 
installation we carry out!’ 

So, if you want to make use of your loft space, call 
Jamie free on 0808 301 9552 and he’ll be happy to 
pop round and give you a no obligation quote so 
you too can make use of your loft!

Home Counties Loft Ladders, 
Quality You Can Trust!

£444
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Angels’ memory

An exhibition of white angels, in memory of the children who have died 
since the start of the war in Ukraine, is taking place this month.
Organised by Maria Petrinets, who sang at the recent Ukrainian 
Extravaganza in Grendon, the exhibition takes place in London’s Holland 
Park on 21st September, which is International Day of Peace.
Each year this special day has a new theme. This year it’s ‘Cultivating 
a Culture of Peace’, which is an appropriate topic for all those aff ected 
by the war.
“The project is large-scale, the exhibition is previzna (transportable)”, 
says Maria on social media. “I want to present it in diff erent regions of 
Great Britain, Ukraine and other countries. This will be our shared story 
about which we will write a book.”
It’s hoped the exhibition can be brought to a venue close to Olney in 
the near future.

Comfort bags for 
Christmas next…

Lynne King writes:

Wow! Thank you Olney community 
and friends. We have sewn, filled 
and delivered 174 comfort bags to 
HelpUkraineBAMK based in Milton 
Keynes. 
The thoughtfulness, kindness, 
dedication and generosity is truly 
wonderful. These bags have been 
delivered to the housebound, hospital 
patients and, more recently, troops in Ukraine. 
This project is ongoing and yes… we are now adding 
Christmas bags to our plans. 
It might seem early to be talking about Christmas, but 
with planning, transportation and distribution to consider, 
now is the time to think about this next step. 
Festive bags fi lled with ‘comfort and joy’ will be distributed 
to orphanages, disabled young people and a specialist 
group who give counselling to children who have lost a 
parent.
Would you like to fi ll a bag as a family, or share one with 
a group of friends? Please get in touch if you want a 
Christmas drawstring bag.
Suggested items include: wind-up torch, refl ective arm 
bands, A5 colouring book, A5 notebook, pencil, eraser, 
sharpener, colouring pencils, sweets, fi dget toys, small 
ball, cuddly toy, glove puppet, small cars, 
Rubik’s cube, dominoes, gloves, soap, 
fl annel, toothbrush, toothpaste, lip salve. 
Donations of suitable items can be delivered 
to me. Contact me for more information: 
07766 425523. 

Julian busks for Ukraine

Olney Ukraine Aid fundraisers have thanked 
local busker Julian Smith after he performed 
in Olney, Newport Pagnell and Emberton 
Park to raise money for the Ukraine eff ort. 
An undisclosed sum was donated by Julian 
to The Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain. 

OLNEY UKRAINE AID NEWS

From the top:
White angels in memory of children who 
have lost their lives since the war started, 
an example of a Christmas comfort bag, 
Maria Petrinets, who is organising the 
Angels project, and Julian Smith who has 
been busking to raise money for Ukraine.
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It is September, the Paris Summer 
Olympics are over and for sports fans 
who like the many disciplines the Olympics 
bring, it’s back to watching the ‘mainstream’ 
sports of cricket for another two months or 
football until next summer! I know there are 
other sports but those two are probably the 
most popular. Now, if we equated selected 
Olympic sports to CRMK what would we 
fi nd? 

The marathon is the longest run race at 26 
miles 385 yards and the gold medal for longest 
serving CRMK presenter would be Paul H. 
His show, ‘Live in Your Living Room’ is a mix 
of whatever takes his fancy! You can join him 
every Thursday from 8pm for music from any 
age and genre plus his thoughts, opinions 
and the latest news from Stadium: MK. In the 
longevity stakes, Paul A takes silver and Kevin 
the bronze. 
It takes just under 10 seconds to run the 100 
metres, the shortest race in the Olympics but 

a photo fi nish between Paul A and Glyn would 
be needed to decide the gold for the presenter 
who is the shortest distance from the studio. 
The gold for shortest serving CRMK presenter 
goes to Dean with James and George in silver 
and bronze. Dean’s ‘Transmission’ show will 
soon undergo a name change but the format 
for his midday to 3pm Saturday musical 
extravaganza will stay the same. 
The Paris Olympics saw events held in 17 
cities across France. The surfi ng competition 
however, was unique as it took place in the 
French territory of Tahiti. Located 9,320 miles 
from Paris, the surfi ng venue broke the record 
for the furthest medal competition staged 
outside a host Olympic city. At CRMK, it’s 
another photo finish between Keith H and 
his ‘Sounds from Beyond the Shed’, Louise 
James’s ‘Post Breakfast Experience’ and 
George’s ‘The Adventurer’s Tavern’ who are 
all vying for the gold medal as the presenter 
who travels the furthest distance to the studio 
to present a show.
The 2024 Games marked the return of the 

Olympics to Paris after 100 years having 
previously hosted the Olympics in 1900 and 
1924. Paris 2024 was the first Olympics in 
history where there was an equal number of 
female and male participants – 5,250 each. 
Unfortunately, that situation does not exist 
with CRMK as we currently have a large gender 
imbalance. That said, we would very much like 
that to change. However, we do have a new 
female presenter starting this month which is 
a start. 
CRMK has a fully functioning studio available 
for people to try their hand at presenting. New 
presenters are wanted. You don’t have to be 
a professional or commit to a regular weekly 
show. Every other week or even monthly would 
be considered and you can co-present with 
others. We are open to all and you can have 
fun whilst doing it. If you’ve ever thought of 
presenting a radio show then please get in 
touch and it could be you getting a CRMK gold 
medal. 
contactus@crmk.co.uk
www.crmk.co.uk

Gold Medals
CRMK RADIO

Could new book spell success for Tom?
Phonebox Magazine’s writer Tom Johnston 
is now an author, following the release of his 
debut novel ‘A Spell of Rain’.
Tom, who’s best known for his motoring, entertainment and lifestyle 
features in Phonebox, turned his hand to fi ction during the Covid pandemic. 
But it has taken until now to get his story about a man cursed by a never-
ending rainstorm, published as an ‘Ebook’.
“I thought of the story a few years ago and put my initial draft together 
during Covid when, like many people, I found myself with more time on 
my hands,” says Tom.
“But the story needed work and development and it kept getting pushed 
to the back-burner while I concentrated on other writing projects, including 
my work at Phonebox.”
But this year Tom made a New Year’s Resolution to get the book fi nished 
and ready for release. It came out on Kindle, BN.com and other publishing 
platforms across the world on 30th August.
Now he’s hoping the fantasy tale will attract the attention of a TV or fi lm 
producer, as he has already written and completed a screenplay of the 
same story.
“That would be a dream come true, of course,” says Tom. “Having the 
book published is one step but it would be great to see the story acted 
out on-screen one day.”

A Spell Of Rain is available now on-line priced £2.49 ($2.99).
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However there is much more to the novel than 
that. The opening chapter, describing Kielder 
Forest, is reminiscent of Grimms folk tales with 
their references to children lost in a forest and 
prey to witches. The light mentioned in the 
title occurs in a forester’s dreams and we later 
discover that the fi rst of the missing children 
belongs to him.
Hints of the folk tale occur at intervals, to be 
joined by a mystic quality; the missing boy, 
appropriately called Theo, had certain marks on 
his palms and also on his forehead. Moreover, his 
school report indicated that he had ‘a calming 
eff ect upon the other children.’ Is this the reason 
for his disappearance?
The brothers Grimm and mysticism are lightened 

Reviewed by Thelma Shacklady
Light Shining in the Forest by Paul Torday

Paul Torday is best known for his debut novel, ‘Salmon Fishing in the Yemen,’ a humorous, 
satirical novel with a tragic underside, one which was subsequently made into a popular 
fi lm. His latest novel is also multi-layered; on the surface it is about three children going 
missing, initial attempts by the police to fi nd them proving fruitless and the offi  cial 
conclusion that they are runaways, rather than victims of kidnap. The repetition of 
the phrase: ‘Every fi ve minutes a child goes missing in the UK,’ serves to confi rm this 
conclusion.

by satire. Still on the theme of missing children, 
the author turns to politics and the suggestion 
of ‘Children’s Czars’ to solve the problem. 
Unsurprisingly, Norman Stokoe, chosen as 
the first Czar, has a great deal of theoretical 
knowledge about children; he has worked in a 
Local Education Authority before moving to a 
Social Services department, and been involved in 
various intergovernmental conferences relating 
to children. However, he is totally lacking in 
practical experience.
Nevertheless, it is Norman to whom a desperate 
mother turns and he forms an unlikely alliance 
with Willie, a failed newspaper journalist and 
Pippa, the secretary he acquired as Children’s 
Czar. Together they search out the events 

Bookshop
Tel: 01234 714592   |   Stanley Court, Olney
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leading up to the disappearance of each child, 
find connections and the story leads to its 
inevitable conclusion. This novel is not for the 
faint-hearted; there are some gruesome details 
which leave little to the imagination and the 
concept in the mind of the kidnapper is quite 
horrifi c. Nevertheless, it is cleverly written, and, 
as the reading group notes at the end suggest, 
worthy of discussion.

Book Festival is a novel idea

It was a bit of a ‘light bulb moment’ when author Sue Upton fi rst thought of 
bringing a literary festival to Olney. The creator of the ‘Paper Boats & Butterfl ies’ 
trilogy had been running a writing group for budding authors in the town when it 
came to her that it might be good to have a literary festival here.
“I had been to many of these festivals myself over the years and I thought it just 
made sense to organise one in Olney, especially with the historical literature 
traditions and foundations of William Cowper and John Newton here,” says Sue.
“When I fi rst mentioned it, people said to me that it would be too huge to organise 
and we wouldn’t get it done in time and I thought ‘well, let’s try it, and we’ll make 
it just one day’.”
In January Sue put out a message on the Olney Noticeboard to attract interested 
people, with a call for volunteers, and was amazed with the attention it created. 
The following month she held her fi rst meeting of volunteers and interested 
parties and was delighted to see more than 25 people turning up at a freezing 
Olney Centre, including authors, book lovers and artists. From that promising start 
she formed a committee which marked the beginning of the journey to Olney 
WordFest. Then came further ideas to get the town involved, including its children 
– which led to the highly popular ‘Book Trail’ giving young people something to do 
during the summer. Entry forms are still available for this fun activity.
One look at the Olney WordFest website’s list of ‘creatives’ and speakers tells 
its own story: there are authors, broadcasters, poets, musicians, artists, script 
writers, biographers, narrartors and historians among the long list of interesting 
people to listen to and be inspired by.
For children and families WordFest will provide fun and activities in the Olney 
Centre’s library, with a ‘Sherlock Holmes’ murder mystery to solve and Alice in 
Wonderland-themed characters, all featured free of charge.

A new literary festival for Olney takes place later this month. 
Organiser Sue Upton (right), who has been planning the event for 
nearly a year, hopes it will encourage people to pick up a book 
and read.

Much of that happens during the day, before the Olney Centre is 
transformed for the evening ‘showcase’ which includes music, singing, 
poetry, prose, stories and humour from a variety of artists.
Add into the mix a variety of stalls containing books, notepads, 
stationery, bookmarks and crafts, plus a relaxed café for writers 
and book-lovers to meet and ‘network’, and Sue hopes there will be 
something for everyone at WordFest.
“I want anyone who has a love or an interest in books and literature to 
come together and enjoy the day,” says Sue.
Although WordFest is a celebration of literature and art for budding 
writers and poets, it’s important to Sue that the festival attracts anyone 
with a passing interest in books.
“I am looking forward to the day,” she says. “It has already helped me 
to network and meet other writers and learn about their arts. And if it 
can do that for me, then why won’t it do that for others?”
Olney WordFest is at the Olney Centre on Saturday 14th September 
from 9am to 10pm. General admission is free, with tickets available 
for author talks and workshops. See: www.olneywordfest.org.



September 2024  |  Phonebox Magazine  53

MJLettings

@MJLettings

Olney’s independent Lettings & 
Property Management experts

We’re more than just letting agents;
we’re your partners in 
property management. 

Our extensive reach across 
Bedfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire 
and Northamptonshire
ensures your property is seen 
and leased by the right tenants.

        We have valued the service with Marcus Jordan for many years now, as 
landlords they have always been on hand for any queries we have had and act 
quickly when required. It is always a smooth and hassle free experience when a 
tenant leaves and new one moves in. We would highly recommend.

Northampton

Newport Pagnell

Milton Keynes

Ampthill

Bedford
Newport Pagnell

01234 714348Join the many landlords who trust Marcus Jordan & Co
www.marcusjordan.co.uk  •  enquiries@marcusjordan.co.uk
1 Market Place, Olney, MK46 4EA
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traditions and foundations of William Cowper and John Newton here,” says Sue.
“When I fi rst mentioned it, people said to me that it would be too huge to organise 
and we wouldn’t get it done in time and I thought ‘well, let’s try it, and we’ll make 
it just one day’.”
In January Sue put out a message on the Olney Noticeboard to attract interested 
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parties and was delighted to see more than 25 people turning up at a freezing 
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– which led to the highly popular ‘Book Trail’ giving young people something to do 
during the summer. Entry forms are still available for this fun activity.
One look at the Olney WordFest website’s list of ‘creatives’ and speakers tells 
its own story: there are authors, broadcasters, poets, musicians, artists, script 
writers, biographers, narrartors and historians among the long list of interesting 
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Much of that happens during the day, before the Olney Centre is 
transformed for the evening ‘showcase’ which includes music, singing, 
poetry, prose, stories and humour from a variety of artists.
Add into the mix a variety of stalls containing books, notepads, 
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and book-lovers to meet and ‘network’, and Sue hopes there will be 
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Although WordFest is a celebration of literature and art for budding 
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“I am looking forward to the day,” she says. “It has already helped me 
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OLNEY & CLIFTON FISHING ASSOCIATION
This season began with great catches 
for specimen anglers. The last month 
has seen the first outings for our 
matchmen with very interesting 
results. 
Our fi rst match was the Fiesta Open. 
Over 20 anglers were split into three 
sections and Nigel Bass drew an end 
peg at the dog bin in Osborne’s. 
He proceeded to catch a net full 
of silvers ending up with 8lbs 4oz. 
Runner-up Eamon Bourke put in a 
strong performance with 6lbs 2oz from 
Brock’s.
Our second match was the popular Les 
Wallis Shield which is for teams of four 
anglers. Each team picks a peg from the 
hat for each section and then chooses 
which angler fi shes which peg. 
The pre-match favourites were 
the Four Counties team of Paul 
Caton, Neale Shearn, Nigel Bass 
and Rob Hewison and they lived 
up to expectations with a first, two 
seconds and a third place.
Rob Hewison finished first overall in 
the match and it was big bream that 

OLNEY BOWLING CLUB 
The Jock Smail Cup Day was held on Sunday 21st July, with 24 
members entered the competition, drawn into 12 pairs, playing 
3-woods in 2 divisions. The eventual winners were Dean Crafter 
and Andrew Griffi  n with runners up Francis Warburton and Dave 
Hoyland. Many thanks to Peggy and Desmond Smail for sponsoring 
the event and presenting the trophy. See photos below.
In the Bucks Plate competition, OBC have won their division and 
will be promoted to Bucks Cup next year. In the play off s they have 
beaten Buckingham West End and Amersham and will play Hazells 
in the fi nal on 7th September. In the Mens Bletchley and District 
League, OBC have won 2 and lost 2 matches fi nishing 4th in the 

division. In the Mixed BDL OBC won 4 and lost 1 match, fi nishing 
3rd in the division.
OBC have had mixed results in their friendly matches this month, 
beating Wolverton Town, Buckingham West End, Sharnbrook and 
Cogenhoe, but losing to Wolverton Park and Newport Pagnell (ladies).
Join us on a Monday 10.30am or Thursday 11am morning for a 
friendly roll up and a cuppa. A great way for new or old members 
to make new friends and keep fi t. Come half an hour earlier to get 
organised. Fancy learning to play bowls? Contact ray.smith.rs95@
gmail.com to arrange a taster session. Olney Bowling Club welcomes 
all ages and abilities.

The Jock Smail Cup Winners The Jock Smail Cup Runners up

L O C A L  S P O R T  R O U N D U P

helped him to his weight of 25lbs 1oz at 
the Lavendon Meadows section. More 
bream were also caught in that section 
as well as Olney Mill. 
Finally this month I have to unfortunately 
end on a sour note. One or two anglers 
have not been following club rules with 
regard to fi shing Olney Mill overnight. 

We are incredibly lucky to have access 
to the Mill which the owner allows us. 
If anglers do not follow club rules then 
we will have no option but to ban night 
fi shing there. 
So please guys follow the rules and 
continue to enjoy a great stretch of our 
water.

L O C A L  S P O R T  R O U N D U P

Classic food menu 
for car club members
With so any soft-tops and convertibles on show, it was thankfully perfect 
weather for Olney Classic Car Club’s Annual Sunday run and BBQ last 
month.
This year’s event was based at Grendon Hall, Grendon, and featured a wide 
range of Caribbean themed food.
Around 50 members and 23 cars enjoyed the suggested scenic route – 
devised by member Mike Pullen – which took in  some of the most beautiful 
country villages in North Northamptonshire.
With brightly coloured shirts being worn by members, they enjoyed brown 
stewed chicken and rice, Jamaican shrimp burgers and jerk chicken.
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OLNEY & CLIFTON FISHING ASSOCIATION
This season began with great catches 
for specimen anglers. The last month 
has seen the first outings for our 
matchmen with very interesting 
results. 
Our fi rst match was the Fiesta Open. 
Over 20 anglers were split into three 
sections and Nigel Bass drew an end 
peg at the dog bin in Osborne’s. 
He proceeded to catch a net full 
of silvers ending up with 8lbs 4oz. 
Runner-up Eamon Bourke put in a 
strong performance with 6lbs 2oz from 
Brock’s.
Our second match was the popular Les 
Wallis Shield which is for teams of four 
anglers. Each team picks a peg from the 
hat for each section and then chooses 
which angler fi shes which peg. 
The pre-match favourites were 
the Four Counties team of Paul 
Caton, Neale Shearn, Nigel Bass 
and Rob Hewison and they lived 
up to expectations with a first, two 
seconds and a third place.
Rob Hewison finished first overall in 
the match and it was big bream that 

OLNEY BOWLING CLUB 
The Jock Smail Cup Day was held on Sunday 21st July, with 24 
members entered the competition, drawn into 12 pairs, playing 
3-woods in 2 divisions. The eventual winners were Dean Crafter 
and Andrew Griffi  n with runners up Francis Warburton and Dave 
Hoyland. Many thanks to Peggy and Desmond Smail for sponsoring 
the event and presenting the trophy. See photos below.
In the Bucks Plate competition, OBC have won their division and 
will be promoted to Bucks Cup next year. In the play off s they have 
beaten Buckingham West End and Amersham and will play Hazells 
in the fi nal on 7th September. In the Mens Bletchley and District 
League, OBC have won 2 and lost 2 matches fi nishing 4th in the 

division. In the Mixed BDL OBC won 4 and lost 1 match, fi nishing 
3rd in the division.
OBC have had mixed results in their friendly matches this month, 
beating Wolverton Town, Buckingham West End, Sharnbrook and 
Cogenhoe, but losing to Wolverton Park and Newport Pagnell (ladies).
Join us on a Monday 10.30am or Thursday 11am morning for a 
friendly roll up and a cuppa. A great way for new or old members 
to make new friends and keep fi t. Come half an hour earlier to get 
organised. Fancy learning to play bowls? Contact ray.smith.rs95@
gmail.com to arrange a taster session. Olney Bowling Club welcomes 
all ages and abilities.

The Jock Smail Cup Winners The Jock Smail Cup Runners up
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as well as Olney Mill. 
Finally this month I have to unfortunately 
end on a sour note. One or two anglers 
have not been following club rules with 
regard to fi shing Olney Mill overnight. 

We are incredibly lucky to have access 
to the Mill which the owner allows us. 
If anglers do not follow club rules then 
we will have no option but to ban night 
fi shing there. 
So please guys follow the rules and 
continue to enjoy a great stretch of our 
water.

L O C A L  S P O R T  R O U N D U P

The cycle continues for charity bikers
A charity cycle ride that’s been raising money for 
a local church for seven years, is gearing up for 
another event next month, and entering is easy.

Le Tour de Tyringham Charity Ride is a scenic cycling event that takes 
riders through beautiful and historic countryside off ering a rich blend 
of natural beauty and historical landmarks. 
The ride, which is in its seventh year, raises money for the upkeep of 
St Peter’s Church in Tyringham. Within the three distances on off er the 
Tour showcase the best of Buckinghamshire’s countryside, with a mix 
of open fi elds, charming villages, and peaceful lanes, making it perfect 
for both seasoned cyclists and those looking for a relaxed ride.
“Get ready for the seventh edition of the exhilarating Le Tour de 
Tyringham Bike Ride,” says organiser Hannah Horler. “Having taken 
oven the running of the event last year, BCS Events are thrilled to 
return to Tyringham in October for this incredibly popular charity bike 
ride, where we come together to raise vital funds for the maintenance 
of St. Peter’s Church.”
There are three distances to enter, depending on your prowess in the 
saddle – 65 miles, 50 miles and 25 miles. Entries start at £25.

Why join in? 
• Stunning countryside routes 
• Great camaraderie with fellow cyclists
• Supports a worthy cause
• Refreshments and support along the way
• Finisher’s medal
Enter here: www.bigcowsports.com/le-tour-de-tyringham.

Event details: 
• Date: 5th October 2024 
• Location: St Peter’s Church, Tyringham, Buckinghamshire, MK16 9EX
• Distance Options: 25, 50 and 65 miles 
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Local knitting and crafts organisation Knitty Stitchers Twiddle muff s for care home residents Willen Hospice are running the ‘Mini Moo’ on Sunday 15th September at Willen Lake

Walk the walk, talk the talk

A new group to encourage local people to 
walk and chat with others is being organised 
in Olney. Called Walk and Talk, the plan is 
to start and fi nish at the Olney Centre each 
Saturday morning from 10.30am. It will be a 
gentle stroll in good company – not a march 
or race – fi nishing with a cup of tea. It all starts 
on Saturday 7th September. More details: 
townclerk@olneytowncouncil.gov.uk.

Knitters have been busy bees

Local knitting and crafts organisation 
Knitty Stitchers have had a busy summer, 
creating interesting and useful items for 
local causes. 
They knitted 20 twiddle muff s for the 
residents of Bay House care home and then 
got involved with the Butterfl y Volunteers 
at Milton Keynes University Hospital, who 
support patients and their families needing 
palliative care. 
“We fi lled fi ve large bags with blankets, 
twiddle muff s and toys to give to young 
children visiting loved ones nearing end of 
life, together with hundreds of butterfl ies 
to leave for relatives at this sad time,” says 
Stitcher Jeanne Minney.
“We were pleased to welcome Lauren, 
from this wonderful charity, to hand over 
our gifts and she entertained us with an 
inspiring talk explaining why these things 
are so appreciated.”

Memories of Castle Theatre?

Castle Theatre in Wellingborough is turning 
30 years old in 2025 and bosses are 

appealing for local show-goers’ memories 
or memorabilia from the last three decades. 
It’s for an exhibition on the mezzanine fl oor.
The theatre opened in 1995 on the site 
of the town’s former cattle market and 
operated as a community theatre, starting 
with a community production of ‘Annie’. 
“We want the anniversary to be an homage 
to the last 30 years and remind people of 
the journey the Castle has been on, right 
from the start up to modern day,” says 
general manager Martin Cleverley. 
The theatre will be putting on a new 
version of Annie in April 2025, a part 
professional, part community project, and 
are encouraging people to get involved, 
from backstage, to acting on stage. 
Submit any stories or memories of 
Castle Theatre by phoning the Box Offi  ce 
on: 01933 270 007 or emailing: castle.
marketing@parkwoodtheatres.co.uk.

Local charity founder is new Willen 
Hospice Chair of Trustees

Willen Hospice last month appointed 
Rachel Medill as their new Chair of Trustees.
Rachel spent most of her early career 
working as a director in marketing and 
communications in London. Wanting to fi nd 
a more fulfi lling vocation, she moved into 
the charity sector and for the last 20 years 
she has worked in a range of local, regional 
and national leadership roles.
Her priority was always to her local 
community in Milton Keynes and it was 
this focus that led Rachel to set up Ride 
High, which uses horses to transform the 
lives of some of the most disadvantaged, 
disengaged and troubled local children. 
“Everyone is touched at some time by the 
pain of the death of someone we love,” says 
Rachel. “At Willen the staff  and volunteers 
give patients, and the people who love 
them, dignity and care at a time when they 

need it most. I’m so proud to have become 
part of this extraordinary charity and team 
of people.”

Kids get own zone at festival

Folio (Friends of the Library in Olney) is once 
again running the KidZone activity area to 
entertain children over the BOFF weekend. 
Located between the Cowper and Newton 
Museum and the Pancake Parlour will be a 
Lucky Dip, a reading and colouring corner, 
Playdough, Lego and Duplo, face-painting, 
and a pre-owned toy and games stall.
KidZone will be open on Saturday 7th 
September from 12pm to 5pm and on 
Sunday 8th September, 10am to 4pm.  
Folio’s aims are to raise the footfall in the 
Library and to keep it at the heart of the 
community. It supports Olney Library by 
extending opening hours, arranging talks 
and events, linking with local schools 
and fundraising. To fi nd out more email: 
olneyfoliofriends@gmail.com.

Two big events for September kids!

Willen Hospice is beating the back-to-
school blues with two family fun events this 

Rachel Medill  - new chair of trustees at Willen Hospice

month: the Mini Moo on Sunday 15th September at Willen Lake, 
and a weekend takeover of Gulliver’s Land on Saturday 21st and 
Sunday 22nd. 
The Mini Moo is a popular family event which sees hundreds of 
children walk, run or scoot a sponsored lap of Willen’s North Lake, 
receiving a fi nisher’s medal at the end. Families can look forward 
to music, games stalls and the hospice’s mascot, Flo the Cow, 
cheering the kids on.
The following weekend, Willen Hospice will be taking over 
Gulliver’s Land. As well as all the usual rides, there will be extra 
stalls and games raising money for the hospice. Tickets are at a 
discounted price, with the fi rst 500 just £12.50, while £2.50 of 
every sale goes to Willen Hospice. 

Less drama from new membership system

Bedford Drama Company’s committee have announced a new 
membership system managed through the website Membership 
Mojo.
This new system will allow members to:
• pay for membership and show fees online
• have a full 12-month annual membership
• receive automatic reminders when it’s time to renew
• access exclusive discount codes for shows and workshops

To join, go to: www.membermojo.co.uk/bedforddramaco
Membership is £10 for 12 months and there’s a 50% discount 
for concessions for membership and show fees.

A level success

Ousedale School in Newport Pagnell has given a snapshot of the 
A Level results success of its pupils this year. The details include:
• 82% have applied to and accepted university places
• 75% have confi rmed places at their university
•  33 students achieved an average grade across all their 

qualifi cations of an A/A*
•  87 students, nearly 45% of the cohort, achieved an average 

grade across all their subjects of a B or better
•  148 students took qualifi cations with the average grade 

achieved a C, around 72% of the cohort
“We are delighted to see the hard work of our students, and their 
teachers, recognised and rewarded in today’s Level 3 A Level 
and Vocational results,” says headteacher Andy Burton. “The 

resilience of our students should not be underestimated as their 
secondary education was signifi cantly disrupted throughout the 
pandemic years.”

BOFF - The Big Olney Food Festival & Comedy Night
It’s known for its food, music and fantastic vibe, and now BOFF 
is adding laughter into the mix with, for 
the fi rst time ever, a dedicated comedy 
night, in partnership with entertainment 
agency ‘It’s Just Jokes’.
The gags will start fl ying from 7.30pm 
on Friday 6th September when a 
dazzling array of brilliant International 
comedians take to the stage in the 
Market Place marquee. A full night’s 
entertainment is promised – with the fi rst act kicking off  at 
8.10pm and the show ending at 10.30pm.
The BOFF committee still need volunteer help across the brilliant 
weekend for a variety of jobs, more details available at www.
thebigolneyfoodfestival.co.uk/volunteers

pic by www.martynhicks.com

Quiz Corner
Answers to the word scramble on Quiz Corner are:
BOOKS CALCULATOR WATER RULER STAPLER SHARPENER 
TISSUE SCISSORS PAPER LAPTOP MARKERS NOTEBOOK
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DW Roofi ng 58

DW ROOFING
SERVICES

DW Roofing Final.pdf   1   08/09/2020   17:10

•   Roof slating and tiling
•   Flat Roofs

•   Fascia, soffits and guttering
•   Chimney work

•   Lead work
•   Roof windows 

   supplied and fitted

Over 20 years’ experience

07810 781708
dave@dwroofing.uk

DW Roofing Services ltd

ROOFING, GUTTERING  
& LEADWORK All Roofing Work undertaken 

Tel: 07799 552323
( based in Bozeat ) 

LEO          KNIGHT
Leo Knight 58

DR Roofi ng Specialists 58

Greg Hardie Roofi ng 58

Greg Hardie Roofing
For all your roofing needs, from a 
broken tile to a complete re-roof.

● Tiling
● Slating
● Lead work
● Flat roofing

● Chimneys
● Guttering
● Fascias
● Soffits

Email: greg@greghardieroofing.co.uk
www.greghardieroofing.co.uk

Tel: 01234 241512 or 07810 370195

ROOFING
PROBLEMS?
D R ROOFING SPECIALISTS

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

(Domestic, Commercial & Industrial)

Slating & Tiling
Single Ply Roofing Systems
Roof Lights & Sun Tunnels

Bituminous Roofing Systems
Green (Sedum) Roofs

Gutter Cleaning & Gutter Maintenance
Fascia & Soffit Replacement

Leak Detection
Drone Surveying Services

GET IN TOUCH
07747448683ollie@drroofing.netdrroofing.net

POSTAL ADDRESS: 9 Little Lane, Yardley Hastings, Northampton, NN7 1EN

           ROOFING SERVICES
FROM SMALL REPAIRS TO 

COMPLETE RE-ROOFS
Tiling and Slating, Flat Roofs, Chimney Repairs 

and Removals, Ridge Tiles Repointed, Brickwork, 
UPVC Fascia’s and Cladding, New Gu� ers.

FOR A FREE QUOTE CONTACT JRB PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
email: jrbpropertymaintenance@googlemail.com

Phone: John on 01604 657393 or 07785 793982

registered installer

JRB Property Maintenance 58
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Cox’s Aerials 59

KW Smith & Sons 59

Dave’s Blinds 59

Darren Osborne 59

PC Painting & Decorating Services 59

Gallian Decorators 59

Guttering Problems?

Call Rob on 07977 206403 or
01908 216151 / 01234 480244

● Gutters Cleaned
● Leaking Gutters Repaired
● New Gutters Fitted
All by a friendly, local and 
established company
(Newport Pagnell)

Darren Osborne 
Decorators Ltd

Free Estimates
No Job Too Small
Local & Reliable

For a quick and 
friendly service, call

Daytime 07971 937 539
Evening 01234 241 461

Email: 
olneydecorator@gmail.com

LOCAL, RELIABLE, AND  
COMPETITIVELY PRICED HELP   
Internal: painting and decorating, 

tiling and general repairs  
External: general maintenance,  

hedge trimming, turfing,  
fencing, sheds and paving  

Domestic and commercial,  
fully insured, free estimates  

and advice. 

“A MAN ABOUT 
THE PLACE”

call Geoff on: 
07770 781627

Rob Bradnam Guttering 59

Hollis DecoratorsHollis Decorators

Olney’s Premier Quality Decorators
Fully Insured & Guaranteed Work

For a free home visit quotation please contact Ian Roberts
Tel: 07545 242277 or email: galliandecorators@gmail.com

K .W . SMITH
& SONS

• Carpentry  
• General Maintenance
• Painting & Decorating
• Tiling
• Miscellaneous Repairs
• Free Estimates
• No Job Too Small
•  Local & Reliable

T: 01234 959162
M: 07513 129124

kwsmith57@hotmail.com

Showroom  
NOW OPEN
by appointment

• Wood Venetian
• Shutters
• Perfect Fits
• Rollers
• Day/Night

01908 502141
info@davesblinds.co.uk
www.davesblinds.co.uk

DavesBlinds
davesblinds

• Verticals
• Romans
• Pleated
• Skylights
• Venetian

We offer a FREE, 
no obligation, 
quotation and 
measuring 
service.

’

George Galvin Building Company ????   59

COX’S AERIALS
� TV & FM Aerials
� Established 1964
� A professional & high quality
service

� A quick response to your
individual needs

� Satellite dish moving & repairs
� Supply & installation of
freeview digital boxes

� Multi Points

Call us on T: 01234 822 006
M: 07974 933 526
E: coxaerials@gmail.com
28 Oakley Rd, Bromham, MK43 8HY 

Call us on T: 01234 822 006
M: 07775 985 662
E: coxaerials@gmail.com
28 Oakley Rd, Bromham, MK43 8HY

Call us on T: 01234 822 006
M: 07775 985 662
E: coxaerials@gmail.com
28 Oakley Rd, Bromham, MK43 8HY

Luke’s Plumbing 59

“We’re delighted with the work carried out. 
Professional, considerate and helpful from 

quotation to completion. We have no hesitation 
in recommending them from our experience.”

◆ EXTENSIONS ◆ ALTERATIONS ◆
◆ CONVERSIONS ◆ HERITAGE WORK ◆ 

◆ BRICK/STONE WORK ◆
◆ CARPENTRY ◆

07821 551381  george@thegeorgegalvinbuildingcompany.com

◆ Specialist in Bathroom & 
Wetroom refurbishments

◆ Local and Reliable
◆ Free Quotation for all jobs

Luke’s Plumbing 
and Heating

lukesplumbingmk@gmail.com
www.lukesplumbing.co.uk

Call 07595 475565
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D.V. Boddy
Electrical Contractors

Domestic • Commercial • Industrial
All work part P approved

01234 711116 or 07841 196227
dvboddyelectricalcontractors@hotmail.com

DV Boddy 60

Duncan Sands
Electrician

Mobile: 07773 930011
Home: 01234 240165 

Email: duncan.sands@hotmail.com
All electrical work undertaken

INSPECTION & TESTING
PAT TESTING

BT POINTS - TV POINTS

  

Friendly, reliable, local electrician available 
for all your domestic electrical needs

- Lighting installation             
- Adding/moving sockets     
- Consumer unit replacement
- Ring doorbells
- Security cameras

- EICR
- Power to outbuildings
- Solar Panels/Battery storage
- Extension/conservatory wiring
- Fault finding

All work fully certified, insured
and completed to the highest standard 

Call now for a                     quotation!

www.manleyelectrical.co.uk

TEL: 07538098199
Email: john@manleyelectrical.co.uk

FREE

Duncan Sands 60

WS Building Services 60

Manley Electrical ?????  60

WS Building Services
SPECIALISING IN

New Build • Extensions • Renovations 
Brickwork • Stonework

Good quality workmanship with a reliable service

CONTACT WILL ON
01234 720628 OR 07787 180172
email: williamcsconstruction@gmail.com

Locally based, 74 High Street, Harrold, Beds MK43 7BH

Lewis T. Redpath
Bricklayer

Also skilled in stonework, block driveways 
and patios.  Specialising in small works.

Tel 07833 991784    Email lewistredpath@gmail.com
Web www.lewistredpath.co.ukQualified
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BEDFORDBEDFORD

Alastair Bates
Your local trusted Locksmith

T: 01234 924 997 | M: 07874 285661
E: alastair.bates@lockfit.co.uk

No callout charge
Fixed pricing guaranteed
Fast 24/7 response

PROFESSIONAL, DOMESTIC 
AND SMALL COMMERCIAL 

LOCKSMITH
BASED IN OLNEY

07354 017 222
www.jirlocksmith.co.uk
help@jirlocksmith.co.uk

EMERGENCY LOCK IN/OUT
BROKEN KEY EXTRACTION
MINOR ADJUSTMENTS
SECURITY UPGRADES
NEW HOME NEW LOCKS
ADDITIONAL SECURITY
NEW INSTALLS
SINGLE KEY HOME LIFE

Lewis Redpath 60

JIR Locksmith 60

Lockfi t 60
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info@bluefl amemk.co.uk
www.bluefl amemk.co.uk

Tel: 01908 216769
Mob: 07860 332287

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS
BREAKDOWNS AND INSTALLATIONS

CONTACT US 
NOW FOR 
A QUOTE

33089

Blue Flame 61

Clima Heat 61Registered no: 927666

M: 07776 922517
E: contact@aqua-therm.co.uk

Local area engineer covering MK, 
Northampton, Bedford areas.

Installation, Maintenance and Repair on 
NATURAL GAS and LPG appliances
Landlord Certifi cates, LPG Certifi cates, 
All Plumbing services

A.L.S. PLUMBING 
SERVICES

Call Alan
07884 230232

OAP Discounts available

• Toilets
• Showers
• Macerators
• Ballvalves
• Blockages

• Cylinders
• Pumps
• Basins
• Tanks
• Taps

 RGJ Plumbing Heating 61

Aquatherm 61

Plumber Dave 61

ALS PLumbing 61

MJ King  61
«« Local Friendly Service
««  A traditional, reasonable,  

quality service you  
can trust

«« 25 + years of experience

Call:  07961 441871Call:  07961 441871
Vulcanhall ltd   

PLUMBER DAVE & DAUGHTERPLUMBER DAVE & DAUGHTER
Heating and Plumbing

Plumber – local & fast!
RGJ PLUMBING 
AND HEATING

Plumbing
• Full bathroom installation (inc. carpentry and tiling)
• Burst pipes & leaks
• Toilet repair / replace
• Taps, sinks repair / replace
• Showers repair / replace & pumps

Heating
• Full central heating installation
• Boiler servicing / breakdowns
• Landlord safety certifi cates
• Power fl ushing
• Radiators & valves
• Pumps & cylinders

564016

No call-out charge!
City & Guilds Qualifi ed
All work guaranteed

    rgjplumbing@outlook.com
01234 676 315 or 07921 469471

Central Heating 
Services

CLIMAheat

192093

KEITH PRYCE 
M: 07764 577 292
T: 01234 241 172

E: kpryce@climaheat.co.uk

Installation,  
maintenance &
repairs on all  
Gas appliances

M J King
PLUMBING ~ HEATING ~ BATHROOMS

Bathrooms a Speciality
Including Floor and Wall Tiling

40+ years experience

Mark King
Sherington 01908 612320 ~ 07887 643912

NO VAT ON LABOUR
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QUIZ CORNER Z G N S T U D E N T L V Q

P D O S A Y U A J E I G U

Y E T E L X A O Y G L U E

Q J E C L U B O O K S E F

W U B E E J N S T G H R R

R U O R T E A C H E R A K

I R O X J I X T H Q P S R

T P K O W J P B M B E E E

I M A M D E Z H U D O R L

N A L P N I G Z T M R X U

G T K C E R M L B N L G R

R H I L G R G N I D A E R

P L A Y G R O U N D R E I

BACK TO SCHOOL 
BRAIN BUSTERS

Here’s what you’re looking for:

BOOKS
DESK
ERASER
GLUE
LUNCHBOX
MATH
NOTEBOOK
PAPER
PENCIL
PLAYGROUND
READING
RECESS
RULER
STUDENT
TEACHER
WRITING

As it’s almost time to pack 
your bags and get ready to 
go back to school for the new 
term, we thought we’d give 
you two quizzes to try your 
hand at – a Word Search and 
a Word Scramble.

They might even help to jog your memory as 
you prepare your belongings and get ready 
for the start of term. Enjoy our brain teasers 
– but don’t take them to school and do them 
during lessons!
And try this word scramble too, below, of 
things you are likely to be taking to school. 
Answers in In Brief (page 57)

ISETUS 

UOARLCATLC 

WRATE 

EURRL 

ALRSPTE 

SHREPANER 

OSKBO 

SOSSRSIC 

REPPA 

APPOTL 

SRARKME 

OENBKOOT
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Hinson  - 63

Captain Carpet - 63

Oval Park Construction - 63

Access4Lofts - 63

All manufactured by highly skilled 
craftsmen at our workshop in Hanslope 

To book an appointment to visit our workshop, please
phone 01908 516333 or email info@hinsoncustommade.co.uk

Workshop 2, Spinney Lodge Farm, Forest Road, Hanslope, MK19 7DE

WWW.HINSONCUSTOMMADE.CO.UK

Manufacturer of 
Wooden Windows & Doors

Bespoke windows and doors for listed 
buildings and conservation areas

PAS 24 
compliant for 

new builds 
and barn 

conversions

• The widest collection of 
carpets & hard flooring

•  Commercial services for 
landlords and businesses

We’re now exclusively 
based out of our workshop 
at Northey Farm.

Call Alistair on 07836 271667

We’ve gone mobile!
Across Bucks, Beds and Northants

al.captaincarpet@gmail.com

Contact us today and we will bring our 
showroom to your door

Great reasons to 
choose your  flooring 
at Captain Carpet...

Still flooring Olney and surrounding areas after 34 years
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As it’s almost time to pack 
your bags and get ready to 
go back to school for the new 
term, we thought we’d give 
you two quizzes to try your 
hand at – a Word Search and 
a Word Scramble.

They might even help to jog your memory as 
you prepare your belongings and get ready 
for the start of term. Enjoy our brain teasers 
– but don’t take them to school and do them 
during lessons!
And try this word scramble too, below, of 
things you are likely to be taking to school. 
Answers in In Brief (page 57)
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UOARLCATLC 

WRATE 

EURRL 

ALRSPTE 

SHREPANER 

OSKBO 

SOSSRSIC 

REPPA 

APPOTL 

SRARKME 

OENBKOOT

Contact 01234 713025 or 07770 528569

Groundworks, Drainage, Concrete Yards 
and Concrete Breakout, Water Treatment 

Plants and Rainwater Harvesting

Established 2009

www.ovalparkconstruction.co.uk
paul@ovalparkconstruction.co.uk

Incon House, 10 Stilebrook Road, Olney, Bucks. MK46 5EA 

find us on

01908 871 526
Call Simon now to book a FREE survey & quote

• De-clutter your home

• Create up to a third more space

• Gain safe & easy loft access

• No mess, no fuss, no sub contractors

• DBS checked & fully insured 

• Which? Trusted Trader

We supply & Install:

• Loft ladders & loft hatches

• Boarding, lighting & insulation

Call Kelvin now to book a FREE survey & quote
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www.pure-group.co.uk01908 221223

Scan for more

At Pure Plumbing & Heating our qualifi ed engineers specialise in all aspects 
of plumbing and heating, including a wide variety of gas related work for any of your 
domestic or commercial needs. Whether it’s repairing or replacing a boiler, servicing 
or fi xing a leak, we are on hand to help.

Have an emergency? Our experienced team are on call 24 hours a day, 365 days per 
year. Effi  cient, reliable and delivering a high standard of service without any hidden costs.

Our ethos is simple. We do the right job at a time that’s right for you.

� Boiler Servicing
• Installations
• Breakdowns
• GAS/LPG
• Leaks & Burst Pipes
• Landlord Gas Safety
• Domestic
• Commercial


