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HE B

It is with great pleasure that | write this final hewslettei’_of our
term. Over the past two years, | have had the honor of se'rving as
President of LST, after my earlier term as Secretary—Géneral
(2019 to 2021). During these four years, | have worked closely
with the LST Newsletter. The 11" President, Dr. Suying Hsiao,
resumed the practice of publishing"the LST Newsletter four
times a year instead of twice. during my tef%’n, we restructured
both. the content and layout to- _rhake the newsletter more

o3 visuélly app’_éaling and richer in cbht’eht.

Altogether, | have spent four full years around this'publication,
and it is now time for me to jhand the leadership to the next
team. - Serving LST‘ has been a true honor, and | will always
cherish the self-growth and experience | have gained throughout
this process. | still remember when | first took up this job, many
colleagues said to me, “You are so courageous.” It turned out

- that courage was not the only thing | needed. | also needed self-

reflection and a strong commitment to making the right
judgments. It has been a good journey, and | truly recommend it
to anyone who is willing to be my successor.

PAGE| 1
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In this issue, you will find the featured article  “Toward a
Socially Responsible Linguist” by Tsung-Lun Alan Wan. | believe
we all need to remain mindful of our linguistic responSIblllty and '
the ways our work contributes to society. It is also _a great
pleasure to see and invite youngidinguists to share their voices in
our newsletter. Oﬁr second featured article is by a student,
Hsin-pin Lin, who attended the f'summ'er camp in Masaryk
‘University in the Czech Republic. -

Finally, I warmly invite you to joiri us in NCL.and to witness the
award- wmnmg talks and presentatlons of lmgmsts from all over.

I'}

Talwan

Humbly,
Siaw',—_Fo.nlg Chung

Ty
LST £ 2Es2t
Linguistic Soaety of Taiwan
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Toward a Socially Responsible Linguist

Tsung-Lun Alan Wan

“l have resisted the term
sociolinguistics for many years, since it
implies that there can be a successful
linguistic theory or practice which is

\not social:? - —Labov (1997)

x

Wiltiam Labov passed away'last year, leaving behind a
profound influence on the field of sociolinguistics, and
linguistics more broadly. Among his contributions are the
principle of error correction and the principle of debt incurred,

- which highlight the responsibility of linguists to correct public

| misconceptions directly relevant to their expertise, and to give
back to the communities whose language use makes their
- research possible when the communities need them. Building
on this, Walt Wolfram (1998) proposed the pi‘inciple of linguistic
gratuity, encouraging linguists to proactively apply their
research in ways that benefit the communities they study.

PAGE]| 9
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One famous example of Labov’s commitment to applying
linguistics beyond the academy was his testimony in the 1979
Ann Arbor trial (Labov 1982). The case concerned African
American children at Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School,
whose teachers claimed that the children had difficulty learning
to read because of their “deficient” English. Labov testified in
court, showing that the children were in fact systematic
speakers of African American English. He argued that the real
problem lay not in the children’s language, but in the teachers’
lack of preparation to recognize ‘and build upon the linguistic
resources the children already possessed.'The court ultimately.
ruled that the school district must take concrete steps to help

teachers ~understand the children’s home language and
incorporate that knowledge into reading instruction.

(™

F

As someone trained in the variationist tradition, my academic
formation is grounded in the “third wave” paradigm developed
by Penelope Eckert (2012), a student of Labov. At the recent
New Ways of Analyzing Variation Asia-Pacific 8 conference at
Nanyang Technological University, | attended a tribute to Labov.
~ The ' experience underscored for me how variationist
Sociolinguistics, since its emergence in the 1960s, has always
combined methodological rigor with a strong sense of social
engagement. | see sociolinguistics—and ideally linguistics as a
whole—as carrying a mission to contribute actively to social
issues connected to language and justice.

424
LST 6382848
Linguistic Soaety of Taiwan
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Inspired by how sociolinguists have used variationist
approaches to challenge the pathologization of certain linguistic
practices—for another instance, the association of gay men’s
speech with the so-called “gay lisp” (Munson 2010)—my PhD
research examined how perspectives from disability studies can
reshape our understanding of linguistic variation often treated
as pathological (Wan 2021; Wan 2022; Wan, Hall-Lew & Cowie
2024). My project examined speech variation among deaf
speakers, sometimes described as “deaf accents.” Rather than
treating these features solely as’ “deviance’, | sought to show
how they also serve as resources for iden’tify negotiation. This.

approach reflects a broader conviction that variation, whatever
its s'ource, can be socially meanirigful. |

In Taiwan, where population aging and changing long-term care
polic'ies are making disability a central social issue, disability
studies has gained traction across disciplines. (We will all
become disabled at some point in our life if we haven’t!)
Sociologists, anthropologists, educators, policy researchers,
cultural studies scholars, and clinicians have all engaged with
- this field. Yet linguists have been less visible, even though
language is a core human capacity profoundly shaped by
disability and aging. For example, advocacy for disability rights
has often been led by those who are able to articulate their
perspectives fluently, while individuals with linguistic
disabilities remain underrepresented. This points to a space
where linguists can—and should—contribute more. |

PAGE]| 11
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On a different topic, my current research focuses on online
media and the racial politics of accent imitation, especially the
performances of Vietnamese-accented Mandarin by influencers
(Wan 2025). These practices raise q'uestions - about
representation and racialization, with real consequences for
communities. A notable example is the impersonation of the
character Ruan Yugjiao ft B #& by a Taiwanese YouTuber, which
prompted protests from Vietnamese migrant spouses in Taiwan.
Interestingly, some academic commentaries outside linguistics
interpreted such performances as,sig'ns of growing multicultural
acceptance. This divergence in interpretation illustrates why
linguistic expertise is crucial in understandlng the dynamics of

' language and race. i

These examples reflect only part of the broader picture. Many
linguists in Taiwan are already‘engaging with important social
issues, ‘though often without fanfare. Yet in this age where
algorithms dominate so much of knowledge production and
dissemination, it has become increasingly important to make
our work visible and to actively claim a 'place in wider

~conversations.

My own intellectual path began in geography, a discipline that
embraces interdisciplinarity almost by default. Geographers
often joke that the field studies “everything that happens on the
ground” (with what’s underground left to geology!). This
openness to multiple domains has shaped my outlook, and it
continues to inform how | see linguistics: as a field that can, and
should, connect across boundaries. Taiwan, with its complex

L k=
LSEastens
Linguistic Soaety of Taiwan



SEPTEMBER, 2025 ISSUE NO. 27 - 3

linguistic landscape and shifting identities, offers a particularly
compelling context for such work. Yet in the broader academic
and public spheres, linguistics often remains under-recognized.
Part of my academic ambition is to help highlight its relevance
to pressing social and cultural concerns (and our linguistics
team at NYCU is running a linguistics website: 2k #01tk Lingsight
https://lingsights.tw/; I'm in charge of it, and we welcome
submissions!).

Language—despite being everywhere—comes with a particularly
high analytical threshold, as we linguists know all too well. Still,.

much like geOgraphers claim everything on the surface of the
~earth as their domain, there is a case to be made that anything
expressed through language can, in principle, fall within ours. If
linguists can be more proactive in reaching across disciplines
and "engaging with the public, | believe we can make our
expertise more visible and, together, enlarge the pie of
language-related issues—creating more room for linguistics to
contribute meaningfully to society.

PAGE| 13
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Small Units, Big Meanings: Morphemes, Words, and

Metaphorical Mappings in Corpus-Based and'Digital D_iscoulrse

BRE R B
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Abstract

' Metaphor e’rhergeé not only as a Imgwstlc phenomenon but also as a

cognitive and cultural practlce rooted in the way we manipulate and
mterpret the minimal elements of lqnguage This talk examines how
small linguistic units such as morphemes, affixes, and words provide
the foundation for larger metaphorical mappings in both corpus-based
and digital discourse. While metaphor studies have traditionally focused
on the phrasal or conceptual levels, the role of morphemes in shaping
metaphorical creativity still merits closer examination. By tracing how
affixes, derivational patterns, and polysemous words generate links
across domains, we see how language builds metaphorical structures

~ from the ground up. Morphemes can serve as triggers of semantic

extension, while word-level distinctions reveal facets of meaning that
enable analogies across disparate domains. In digital contexts, these
processes become especially salient, as short and compressed
utterances amplify the creative potential of small units to evoke
humor, identity, and shared understanding. By highlighting the
interplay between morphemes, words, and metaphorical mappings, this
research underscores the centrality of small linguistic units in the
creation of big meanings and advances our appreciation of how
meaning is constructed and negotiated in both traditional corpora and
the rapidly evolving landscape of digital discourse.
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