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State President’s

Hello VSCAR!

It is such an honor to serve as your 2025-
2026 Virginia State President and I am so
excited for the year ahead as we learn
about The Diplomatic World of James
Madison. This year we are focusing on
how two men worked together and used
diplomacy to unite countries. James
Madison and the Marquis de Lafayette,
both natural diplomats, used Spanish
influence and each other's wisdom to
save the American economy from
crashing in the 1800s. Their friendship
was and is a wonderful example of
respecting others and setting aside
differences to change society for the
better.

This year we are partnering with James Madison's Montpelier to help renovate and
restore two cottages in Constitutional Village. We will also be partnering with The
Lafayette Trail to help lay a plaque along Lafayette's Farewell Tour route in
Yorktown. Additionally, we will be helping with the filming and production of an
historic video.

Thank you all for the opportunity to serve as your president. I'm so excited for what
this year has to offer as we step into the Wizarding World!

Meredith Hopkins
Virginia State President

Messsage
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 V.S.C.A.R.’s annual State Conference is a great opportunity to meet fellow C.A.R. members.Between the
business meetings, the service projects, the fun activities, and the banquet on the last night, everyone gets a
chance to meet one another. It's hard to pick a favorite part of the conference because there are so many
different aspects to it. During the business meetings, the incoming officers get to show the members how
they qualify for the position they are running for as they all vote. There are also speeches from various
society presidents and chairman, to show how hard they worked to make each year a great one for their
society. 

In the afternoon on the second day, there is also a service project or a presentation that occurs. That night,
the president hosts a banquet with delicious food, various gift presentations, and occasionally a guest
speaker or two that represents the state project.Last year, the guest speaker was James Armestead
Lafayette himself, to represent the project “001776: Spies of the American Revolution”. Following the
banquet, the members get a chance to show off their amazing dance moves at the dance party. The next
morning on the very last day, there is a memorial service and sometimes a lunch that follows. The State
Conference is a great way to spend your weekend with your C.A.R. friends and family, and get recognition
for the hard work each member does throughout the whole year.

State Confernce
Virginia
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2025-2026 State Project

This year Virginia is hosting a Triwizard Tournament. Our three "schools" are France,
America, and Spain. Throughout the year we will be focusing on how all three countries
helped each other, especially economically, and two key figures who spearheaded the
country's progress. James Madison and the Marquis de Lafayette both were natural
diplomats and worked together to change France and America's economies. 

They were able to turn around their economies by using Spanish influences. This year,
Virginia will be partnering with James Madison's Montpelier. We will be raising money to
help renovate and refurbish two houses in Constitutional Village. We will also be partnering
with The Lafayette Trail. All donations will go toward placing a plaque in Yorktown, which is
along Lafayette's Farewell Tour, and also help fund the creation of a historic, informational
video.
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National Convention
 National Conference Review

 By Drew Wajciechowski, V.S.C.A.R. 2  VPnd

 
 National Conference was a very fun experience, and I learned a lot in supporting Emerson’s
National project, “Courage, Service, Honor” and the organization Tunnels to Towers. Starting
off the weekend, on Friday morning where I, as National Chairman of the Tomb of the
Unknown American Revolutionary War Soldier, and Sarah Terpenning, then Virginia State
President, had the honor of placing a wreath at the Tomb at the Old Presbyterian Meeting
House in Alexandria. On Friday Night after the meeting, I had a very fun time at the
Candidates’ party meeting new people and seeing old friends. On Saturday, it was
interesting to hear the state president’s projects and on Saturday Night, I was excited to
play for the C.A.R. Fife and Drum Corps at the banquet. As per usual, we took the Virginia
Photo on the steps at the Renaissance Capitol View Hotel, attached. Overall, it was a very
fun experience that taught me more about history, as well as giving the opportunity of
making new friends from different states.
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2025-2026 National Project
Each year, the National President creates a
National Project and Theme in support of
educational programs. Led by the National
President and Senior National President, the
National Officers, State Presidents, and National
Chairmen promote the project and theme
throughout the country.

This year, the National Project will support the Dr. Joseph Warren Foundation
(DJWF). The DJWF is a 501 (c)(3) organization dedicated to honoring and celebrating
the legacy of ‘America’s Founding Martyr’, Dr. Joseph Warren. Funds raised from the
National Project will go to support the creation of a Dr. Joseph Warren
Documentary film, highlighting and honoring his sacrifices and contributions during
the beginning of the American Revolutionary War This year, the National Project will
support the Dr. Joseph Warren Foundation (DJWF). The DJWF is a 501 (c)(3)
organization dedicated to honoring and celebrating the legacy of ‘America’s
Founding Martyr’, Dr. Joseph Warren. Funds raised from the National Project will go
to support the creation of a Dr. Joseph Warren Documentary film, highlighting and
honoring his sacrifices and contributions during the beginning of the American
Revolutionary War.

Dr. Joseph Warren exemplifies values of respect, service and, integrity and a
commitment to freedom – values we strive to embody every day in C.A.R.! This
project allows N.S.C.A.R. to engage with an essential chapter of our nation’s history
as we celebrate its active 250th anniversary celebrations.

Reese Holmes, National President
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(Right) In April, V.S.C.A.R. was thrilled to be a part of the 250th
anniversary and commemoration of the Gunpowder Incident, a
conflict early in the American Revolutionary War between Lord
Dunmore, the Royal Governor of the Colony of Virginia, and
militia led by Patrick Henry.

The NSSAR, NSDAR, Signers of the Declaration, Order of
Founders and Patriots of America, and  VSCAR officers (William
M. & Jocelynn W.) joined together in Colonial Williamsburg this
past weekend, inspiring a sense of community and patriotism

Moore House Society members Lauren (Vice President)
and Megan (Chaplain) delivered a basket of coffee,
goodies, thank you cards/coloring sheets and toy
firetrucks to the Newport News Fire station on April 28.
Moore House chose this location because a former
member now serves there.
The members chose this project for the national April
CAR Day of Service in keeping with the 2024-2025
National Project 

Moore House spent the month of April coloring, writing
cards, collecting coffee donations, shopping for snacks
and eventually met in Yorktown to put it all together and
enjoy some fellowship and friendship.

On April 19, State Registrar William M. marched with the Colonial
Williamsburg Fifes & Drums Sr Corps at both of the 250th
Lexington & Concord parades. Around 6 miles all together. Being
a few spots back from the front, he got to enjoy the ceremony
and battery salutes at Minuteman Park. It was an awesome
experience. He then rushed back home to Williamsburg where
he was able to join his sister, Evangeline M (George Wythe
Society Secretary), and the Colonial Williamsburg Fifes & Drums
Jr Corps on April 21, where he participated in the Colonial
Williamsburg 250th Gunpowder Incident Performance. (see
below)
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(Left) On March 29 , members of V.S.C.A.R., SAR, and
DAR congregated at the New Kent County courthouse
for the dedication and unveiling of the James Lafayette
monument.  This was the culmination of the 2024-2025
V.S.C.A.R. administration. Descendants of James
Lafayette were in attendance, and members of the Fife
and Drums of Yorktown Performed.

th

Colonel William Grayson Society was proud to
participate in the marking of the grave ofMajor William
Lindsay, an officer in the 1st Continental Light
Dragoon Regiment during the American Revolution.
Major Lindsay and his wife, Ann are buried in the
family burial plot in Laurel Hill, Virginia. Vince Brown
brought greetings to the many CAR, DAR, SAR, and
guests present.

Also, Kudos to Vince Brown and his sister Emily for
becoming Eagle Scouts. Emily also received awards
for Markmanship, expert qualifier for Riflery, Varsity
Athlete Award, the General Douglas MacAthur and
George C. Marshall Leadership Awards and selected
for JROTC Battalion Commander for 2025-2026
school year. Emily is also on her school’s tennis team .

(Below)Reverend John Marks Society and Providence
Society joined in the excitement of the Stars and Stripes
Honor Flight that arrived at Dulles Airport on Saturday,
June 21. 

(Left) State President, Meredith Hopkins, and
members of the William Byrd Society started their
Memorial Day weekend by helping place close to
300 flags on veterans graves in an unclaimed African
American cemetery.
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Reverend John Mark Society assisted Sargent Major John
Champe SAR with the Reading of the Declaration of

Independence on July 4, 2025 on the courthouse grounds in
Leesburg, VA.Many of the members were readers, and all led the

Pledge of Allegiance. Afterwards we conducted a planning
meeting.

Virginia Frontier Society President Teague Quillen and
Senior members Suzanne Kerney-Quillen and Keltie Kerney
enjoyed a visit to the VA250 mobile museum in Abingdon,

Virginia.
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April 26, 2025 Reverend John Marks, Providence, and
Col. William Grayson Societies hosted Richard A. Azzaro,
President and Co-founder of the Tomb of the Unknown

Soldier Foundation.At the opening, all the members
participated in a flag procession, the older members
assisting the younger ones.The members and parents

enjoyed learning about the Tomb and the special place
it holds in the hearts of all our military. 

Reverend John Mark Society assisted Sargent Major John
Champe SAR with the Reading of the Declaration of

Independence on July 4, 2025 on the courthouse
grounds in Leesburg, VA.Many of the members were

readers, and all led the Pledge of Allegiance. Afterwards
we conducted a planning meeting.
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 Col. Alexander Spotswood Society Meeting & Installation
 By Drew Wajciechowski, CASS 1  VP & Chaplainst

 
 We were honored to host Meredith Hopkins, State

President, at our April 27  meeting and we were grateful
that she installed our new officers. Congratulations

especially to Madison, our new Society President. We
enjoyed learning about the national, state and society

projects and had a fun time playing a game of Candy Land,
which was converted to a history lesson that had us

laughing a lot!

th

Moore House Society had a super and busy summer with
the installation of its new officers in May, presided over
by our new State President Meredith Hopkins, fun times
in the Independence Day parade in Yorktown (joined by

CAR friends from other local societies), and member and
State Veterans Chairman Brendan G. performed with the

C.A.R. Fifes and Drums Corps at the Mid-Southern
conference in Williamsburg.

The Society wrapped up its summer with fun learning at
its August meeting in historic Yorktown where they and
prospective member William O. “worked” in a Colonial

kitchen, and toured the historic herb garden at the
Custom House (planted by Moore House to celebrate the
U.S. Bicentennial). They then walked the town looking for

clues of lesser known patriots, and went to a local
confectionery for yummy ice cream. See you in

September!! 
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In April, the Surgeon Lawrence Brooke Society was notified that an Honor Flight would arrive at
The National Museum of the Marine Corps. Honor Flight is a nonprofit group whose goal is to bring
as many veterans as possible to the national monuments and museums in D.C. that honor their
service. I was lucky enough to be able to go to this Honor Flight tour with my brother, also a
member of C.A.R. and my mom, who is in DAR. One of the many great things about living in Virginia
is all the historical monuments and museums that are nearby. I get to explore and learn about
history whenever I want!

We arrived at the museum around 9:00am, excited to greet the arriving veterans. Members of my
society held up posters, banners, and flags as the buses arrived. It was windy and slightly rainy,
which made it difficult to keep my banner from flying out of my hands. There were a few other
groups there, including Blue Star Moms and The American Legion, but C.A.R. was the only
children's group at the front entrance to the museum

Thanking Our Veterans
By Jorjica S., Surgeon Lawrence Brooke Society

I thanked our veterans as they walked into the museum
one by one. Many of the veterans wore hats, which
announced what war they participated in. Many older
veterans were also sitting in wheelchairs and were
accompanied by kind volunteers. 

While I was holding my banner, I noticed a Vietnam
veteran come up and sit behind us. He was really kind
and asked who we were. My mom told him all about
C.A.R. and he was intrigued. He had never heard about
C.A.R. and wanted to learn more. He was really grateful
to see kids, young and old, support the people who
sacrificed so much for America.

There were a total of five buses that morning, each packed with veterans, all with their own unique
stories. I was really grateful for this opportunity to thank our veterans for their sacrifice to give kids
like me a chance to live in this great country.

I love The National Museum of the Marine Corps and have visited three times in the last year. If you
ever have the opportunity, I highly recommend visiting my favorite museum. There are rooms and
displays telling the story of each war fought by our military, including the American Revolution. It
really makes you appreciate the sacrifice that men and women had to make so we can live freely. If
you're lucky, you will also have the opportunity to thank our veterans when you visit.
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When I’m not busy working on fun C.A.R. activities, I spend time
tinkering with robotics and coding. Last year, my robotics team
made it all the way to the World Championship in Houston. The
event was held at an enormous convention center with nail-biting
matches taking place over multiple days. Intense competition,
music, light shows, and celebrity appearances made the event
feel like a professional Superbowl!

 The camaraderie in robotics reminds me of the friendships I’ve
made in C.A.R. In fact, while on the surface, robotics and C.A.R.
may not seem to have much in common, I see many similarities.
First of all, both pursuits prepare young people for the future by
providing opportunities to learn and grow both as individuals and
as team members. Whereas robotics aims to inspire excellence in
STEM, C.A.R. aims to inspire an appreciation for history and a
recognition of our responsibilities as good citizens. Both
organizations encourage productive community service.
Furthermore, I’ve learned a lot about the importance of
preparation from both robotics and C.A.R. You have to plan and
practice before every robotics meet, just as you have to do
plenty of advance preparation for successful C.A.R. programs.
Finally, by participating in both groups, I’ve made wonderful
friends from all over the world who are eager to make a positive
difference in their communities.

  

You’ve ‘Bot This! 
A Reflection on Robotics and AI — and the Connections to C.A.R.

by MacPhearson S., Reverend John Marks Society

 I’m lucky that my C.A.R. friends patiently
indulge my passion for talking about all things
tech, and some of our recent conversations
about AI have been especially thought-
provoking. C.A.R.’s emphasis on history does
help one consider technological developments
in a broader framework. AI will increasingly take
robotics to new levels that mimic human
intelligence and problem-solving skills.
However, we have an obligation to consider the
implications and pros/cons of various
applications.
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 At the recent Regional Mid-Southern workshop, I had
the opportunity to consider how AI could both help and
hinder our understanding of history. Specifically, we
had the opportunity to work with the Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation to transcribe historical
documents on the From the Page platform. Working in a
large ballroom on our laptops as individuals or in small
teams, it was so much fun and rewarding to help
decipher the grammar, spelling, typeset and
handwriting from old newspapers and recipe books. We
had a lot of laughs as we called out to each other what
we were reading from the past or asked a friend to
double-check what we thought someone’s handwriting
meant. Our transcriptions were, in real time, helping
digitize stories and experiences from the past. As this
may in turn help researchers and historians look for
patterns, it is easy to see the advantages of technology. 

However, knowing that AI will become more adept at handling such transcriptions in the future, I
wondered what we might lose as humans. Directly transcribing documents for ourselves was like
reaching across the centuries to hear what people in the past considered important, impressive,
or even tasty. It’s important that we use AI and technological advancements to enhance our
humanity rather than just letting technology experience the past for us.

Have a hobby that C.A.R. has helped you cultivate? 

Share it!

Send us an article for the Voice!
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Building Relationships with Parent Organizations
Ella G., Surgeon Lawrence Brooke Society 

As the C.A.R./DAR/SAR/S.R. Relations Chair for the
Virginia Society, I am lucky to have so many wonderful
opportunities to meet with our parent organizations. I
recently attended a meeting of the Washington-Lewis
Chapter, NSDAR located in Fredericksburg, Virginia. The
meeting was held at Historic Kenmore, the home of
Fielding Lewis and his wife, Betty Washington Lewis,
George Washington's sister. The purpose of the meeting
was to install incoming officers and to recognize those
whose term just ended.

During this meeting I had the great honor of being
introduced to the 2025-2028 NSDAR President General,
Ginnie Sebastian Storage, who is a former member of the
Surgeon Lawrence Brooke Society, the same society of
which I am a member. I was quite excited when she
agreed to take a photo with me. 

Ginnie Sebastian Storage was installed on June 30th 2025 as the 47th President General, during the
134th Continental Congress. Continental Congress is held at DAR Constitution Hall in Washington,
D.C. The President General’s theme is “Illuminate Our Legacy” and this theme is focused around
honoring our past and looking into the future. I highly encourage all C.A.R. members to visit the
President General’s blog and learn more about the Storage Administration’s Project and goals.
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Officer Spotlights

Hi my name is Emily Hopkins and I’m the Virginia State Treasurer! I
enjoy going to the National Convention, Virginia State Conference,
and going to Regional Meeting! I love meeting new members and
getting to know them along with seeing my national friends and
catching up with them. Outside of C.A.R., I enjoy playing basketball,
volleyball, and soccer along with watching Formula 1! I am also
love to socialize so I’m at just about every school event and try to
make to youth group as much as possible! 

Hello VSCAR. My name is
Christopher Hopkins and I am your
State 1st Vice President. I love going
to state events and society meetings
around the state. Outside of CAR, I
like to work on cars and spend time
with my friends and family
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Register for 
Workshop

the State 

2025 Summer Workshop
It is that time of year for all Wizarding Patriots to join your House

Prefect (State President) Meredith at this year's Summer Workshop!
We hope everyone can join the fun of skit writing on Friday, the

workshop on Saturday, and a tour of the James Madison Museum!

WIZARDING DETAILS

Friday September 5:  
6-10PM Skit Writing

Saturday September 6:
  9 AM - 12 PM State Workshop

12-1 PM Lunch/Senior Board Meeting
1-4 PM Tour James Madison Museum

Where:  American Legion Post 156   341 Newton St., Orange, VA  22960

REgister Here:  HOGWARTS

Lodging:  Round Hill Inn.  Use code VSC when booking
www.roundhillinn.com
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N.S.C.A.R. Support

State Theme: The Diplomatic World of James Madison National Theme: Revolutionary Valor 20



N.S.C.A.R. Support
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Tournament Patron Form

SCAN THE QR MISSION CODE FOR
ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS

IN THE MEMO, WRITE “FOR VSCAR
STATE PROJECT” WITH YOUR NAME TO

BE LISTED AT THE CONFERENCE &
ADDRESS

Name to be listed in conference program:   _________________________________
Person making the donation (if different):  __________________________________
SAR/DAR/SR/CAR Chapter or Society Name:  ________________________________
Address:   ____________________________________________________________
Email:    ______________________________________________________________
Donation Amount: __________________
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Pee Wee Corner

Coloring Page created by Tatton Mason
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