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Robert Smith

Receives Award
for Lifetime Work

Restoring the
Team in
Teamsters

Race for
the Cure
inspires
survivors
to be the
‘cure’ for
others

BYJURRY TAALIB-DEEN
Journal Staff Writer

Happy and very cele-
bratory was the energy of
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At the start of the 5K run, members of the BRB Running Club, while holding their flag and over
60 at the race, lead the 5K run.

thousands of people as
they began gathering in
downtown Toledo the morn-
ing of Sunday, September
28 for the annual Susan G.
Komen Race for the Cure.
The nationwide fundraising
event features a 5K run/1K
walk, with proceeds going
to breast cancer research
and potential cures.
Dancing and laughing
while wearing pink attire
or garnishing something
pink, which represents Su-

‘IN THE san G. Komen'’s pledge to
KITCHEN end breast cancer was the
WITH REVY’ mood of the morning.

Vendors lined St. Clair
St., between Monroe and
Washington, giving out
health related information,
while music played and
the smell of coffee filled
the area.

And although pictures of
people who lost their lives to
breast cancer were hanging,
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Artina McCabe and her family attend the event every year, even though she’s breast cancer free. continued on page 9
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Jessica Hubbell, right, fought for herself and instills a fighting spirit in other people to value life.
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Robert Smith Receives 2025 Lifetime Achievement Award from
the Press Club of Toledo at annual Touchstone Awards Ceremony

By Michael Daniels
Journal Staff Writer

On Thursday Sep-
tember 25, 2025, The
Toledo Press Club held
their Annual Touchstone
Awards Ceremony in
downtown Toledo’s Val-
entine Theater. Among
the numerous awards
and recognition given
out that evening, Robert
Smith the Founder and
Exec. Director of the Af-
rican American Legacy
Project Of N/W Ohio re-
ceived a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award presented to
him by the 2025 Press
Club of Toledo Board of
Directors Vice President
Marcus Harrison.

Mr. Smith, who was a
Producer at local TV13
television station before
he retired was inspired
to create the Legacy
Project Of N/W Ohio af-
ter meeting and doing
a piece on a local black
Pharmacist (one of the
first African American fe-
male pharmacists in the
United States) ,Toledo
legend the late Mrs. Ella
P. Stewart. He had also
visited a similar project
called the King Arts Com-
plex in Columbus, Ohio,
which is a Cultural Cen-
ter that celebrates African
American culture and his-
tory inspired by Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

After retiring in Oc-
tober of 2004, Mr.
Smith’s dream vision be-
came his new reality, and
he officially opened the
African American Leg-
acy Project (AALP) Of

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED
Robert Smith (L) Ex. Director of the African Amer-
ican Legacy Project Of N/W Ohio accepts the
Lifetime Achievement Award from the 2025 Press
Club of Toledo Board of Directors Vice President
Marcus Harrison at the 2025 Touchstone Awards
presented by the Press Club of Toledo.
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After receiving his award, Ex. Director Robert
Smith of the AALP was congratulated by Com-
munity Activist and friend Juanita Green.
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Attending the Press Club of Toledo 2025 Touchstone Awards Ceremony
with Lifetime Achievement Award winner Robert Smith (standing 2nd from
left) were friends and family members (L-R) Bernadette Joy Graham, Mr.
Smith’s brother Russell Smith, and Zachary Simmons.
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Former TV Journalist, Award winner Robert Smith
enjoying the evening’s program with current local
Journalist Sheila Howard at the 2025 Touchstone
Awards presented by the Press Club of Toledo.

N/W Ohio in Toledo. He
knew it would be a long
hard road ahead, but be-
ing full of determination
and driven he made it. 20

WE'RE HIRING POLICE OFFICERS
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

OCTOBER 06 - OCTOBER 24

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS AND OUR
HIRING PROCESS, VISIT SYLVANIATOWNSHIPPOLICE.COM/CAREERS/

SYLVANIA TOWNSHIP IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

years later in October of
2024. He watched as the
successful organization
he created celebrat-
ed its 20th Anniversary

with a huge weekend
Gala of events. Ultimately,
the community’s response
to the African American
Legacy Project has been
nothing less, than over-
whelming, as the AALP
continues to grow and
recognize, honor, cel-
ebrate, and document
those, who have made
and those, who are pres-
ently still making local
African American History.

About his award, Mr.
Smith said, “The goal of
the AALP is to continue
to be the storyteller of
Toledo’s African Ameri-
can community and the
keeper of the records.
Our black history is im-
portant and it’s a history
that we almost lost. Our
history tells the story of a
people and our culture,
and now we have the abil-
ity to share this informa-
tion with everyone, along
with many generations,
to come. This is some-
thing | plan to continue to
do for as long as | have
the chance to do so. Al-
ready, we are grooming
the younger people in
the community to come
forward and tell their sto-
ry. I'd also like to take this
opportunity to thank The
Toledo Press Club for ac-
knowledging us and rec-
ognizing the all-important
distinguished work that we
do preserving our local Af-
rican American history!”

Stephanie Elton: The
President of The Toledo
Press Club added, “ This
is our 27th year and it was
almost a unanimous deci-
sion to nominate Mr. Rob-
ert Smith. We are all about
journalism and storytelling,
and what he has done is
collect and document the
stories of Toledo’s African
American community and
created a place where oth-
ers can come and explore
and learn all about these
stories and the people.”

To contact the African
American Legacy Proj-
ect Of N/W Ohio, call 419-
720-4369.
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Coming Events

Coming Events

Every Tues Food, Clothing and Personal Needs
The Bridge at Monroe St. UMC 11am-1pm

We provide the following assistance at no cost to all
who come through our doors: State IDs and Birth Certif-
icate assistance (Documents are important! Let us help
you with them) Blood pressure monitoring and answers
to health questions. For more information, please call
Monroe Street Neighborhood Center at 419-473-1167
Ext 333 or 317.

Every Tuesday
Art Tatum Hope Center offers Toledo food lifeline
Art Tatum Zone’s Hope Center Food Pantry
The pantry at 531 Pinewood Ave. provides free grocer-
ies from 4-5p.m. every Tuesday.

COMMUNITY FOOD GIVEAWAY
Free food for all families in need

Weekly Food Bank Hours: Mon-Thurs. 12 PM — 1PM

New Community Food Giveaway Date:

3rd Wednesday 11:30AM — 2:30PM (May 21st)

5732 Douglas RD. Toledo, Ohio 43613

Need More Info: Call 419-474-2328

Visit Our Website: LIONOFJUDAHTOLEDO.ORG/
MANNA-FOOD-GIVEAWAY

Every Tuesday
Tabernacle Church 4:00 - 5:00 PM

531 Pinewood Ave., Toledo, Ohio 43604

Each Tuesday, individuals and families are invited to
visit our choice food pantry, where they can select the
groceries that best meet their household’s needs. In ad-
dition to supplemental food support, all guests are warm-
ly welcome to enjoy a hot, home-cooked community
dinner a time to share a meal, connect with others, and
experience the support of neighbors. Community mem-
bers are encouraged to share additional needs with our
volunteers. We’re here not just to help today but to con-
nect you to resources that can support a better tomor-
row, including referrals to housing, employment, health,
and higher-tier support services.

Every Wednesday
Hope Center Mobile Pantry

Wednesdays 4:00 — 5:00 PM

Robinson Elementary School

1075 Horace St.,Toledo, OH 43606

Can’t make it to the Tabernacle location?

Our Hope Center mobile food support trailer brings the
pantry directly to the community. Visit us at Robinson
Elementary every Wednesday, to access essential gro-
ceries and learn more about other available resources.

The 3rd Thursday of the Month
Free Food Pantry10-1 P.M.Warren AME Church
915 Collingwood Blvd.

Every Saturday
The Glass City Church of Christ Soup Kitchen
Every Saturday Noon until 1:30 p.m.
901 Hoag @ Avondale
*FREE *FRESH *Cold/Hot TO GO IS AVAILABLE

Every 1st and 3rd Saturday
The Redeemed Christian Church of God Mount Zion
Chapel Toledo 2239 Cheyenne Blvd Toledo holds food
pantry every 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month 10:00
am — 11:00 am.

Every 3rd Saturday
River Of Life Church The Storehouse
River of Life Church 3611 Upton Ave., Toledo, Ohio
43613. Community Food Distribution Meats, Canned
Items, Cereal, Drinks, Toiletries and More!!!
Contact us 419-380-9357.

The Month of October, 2025

Greater St. Mary’s Missionary Baptist Church Cele-
brates 100 Years of Faith, Fellowship, and Commu-
nity Service in the City of Toledo

Greater St. Mary’s Missionary Baptist Church is proud
to announce the celebration of its 100th Anniversary,
marking a century of spiritual growth, community im-
pact, and unwavering faith. The Centennial Celebra-
tion will take place Every Sunday at 5:00pm throughout
the Month of October at 416 Belmont Ave, Toledo, OH
43604, and the entire community is invited to join in this
historic occasion. The church invites current and former

members, friends, and neighbors to attend and take part
in this once-in-a-lifetime Celebration. Whether you've
been apart of Greater St. Mary’'s Missionary Baptist
Church for decades or are discovering it for the first time,
all are welcome to join in commemorating this historic
occasion.

Media Contact:
The Very Reverend Savonte A. Warren
Centennial Committee Chairman
Email: Savonte@covenantreformation.church

Oct. 18th & Oct. 19th
“The 39th Annual Sylvania Fall Festival”

The Sylvania Area Chamber of Commerce brings you
the 39th Annual Sylvania Fall Festival. This year’s event
will feature over 60 vendor booths including craft and
farmers’ market-style booths, representatives from local
organizations, 8 food trucks, and live music all weekend!
The events will be taking place on Sat. October 18th 2:00
pm — 8:00 pm & Sun. October 19th 10:00 am — 4:00 pm
at Centennial Terrace. For more information please con-
tact the Sylvania Area Chamber of Commerce at 419-
882-2135 or visit the website www.sylvaniachamber.org.

The 2025 Walk to End Alzheimer’s
Toledo Saturday, Oct. 18
Glass City Metropark 1505 Front St., Toledo, OH 43605

To register as a team or an individual and receive the
latest updates on this year’'s Walks, visit the chapter’s
Walk website.

Those concerned about themselves or a loved one
can contact the Alzheimer’s Association Northwest Ohio
Chapter at 419-537-1999 to schedule a care consulta-
tion and be connected to free local resources.

Oct 19th St. Paul A.M.E. Zion Church
All are invited to worship with
St. Paul A.M.E. Zion Church
954 Belmont Ave. October 19, 2025, at 11 a.m.
For Connectional Lay Sunday
Speaker, Mrs. Deborah Sims of St. Paul
Rev. Darran Overton, Pastor
Colors: black and gold
MASKS OPTIONAL

Oct. 21st
Toledo NAACP General Public & Membership Meeting
On Tuesday October 21, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. 1326
Collingwood Bivd
“Together we Rise”
Valerie Murphy Toledo Chapter Secretary

2025 Friends of The Library Book Sales

Friends of the Library (FOL) will host eight book sales
in 2025, where customers can purchase gently-used,
well-loved books for $1 each. More than 30,000 hard-
cover and paperback books are available for purchase,
along with CDs, DVDs, audiobooks on CD and cassette,
records, board games, and more. The 2025 FOL book
sale schedule is:

Nov. 6-8

Book sales are held at the Friends of the Library Book
Center, which is located at 1301 N. Reynolds Road near
the corner of Reynolds Road and Dorr Street.

Book sale hours are from 4 to 7 p.m. on Thursdays and
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. Friends
of the Library members receive early access from noon
to 4 p.m. on the Thursday of each book sale. They also
receive a 10% discount on book sale purchases. To be-
come a member, visit toledofol.org.
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The Toledo Journal
accepts memorials
and obituaries

for publication.

Please call the office
at 419-472-4521 for
more information.

Trump Wants

States to Stop
Mail-In Voting

By April Ryan

“There’s no reason to set the clock back, sim-
ply because Vladimir Putin gave him some polit-
ical advice,” said Donna Brazile, former head of
the Democratic National Committee and former
chair of the DNC’s Voting Rights Institute. Pres-
ident Donald Trump said in his meeting with the
Ukrainian president on Monday that he would is-
sue an executive order before the 2026 midterms
to end mail-in election ballots. Subsequently, the
president also acknowledged his Alaskan conver-
sation with Putin, in which the Russian president
told him, “Your election was rigged because you
have mail-in voting.”

However, for Democrats, the concern is not
Trump’s EO but how he rallies the states to end
mail-in balloting. “He doesn’t have the power to
order any of this. He [Trump] hopes he can make
state governments do what he can’t,” says Eric
Holder, former Obama Attorney General of the
United States, and is currently the chairman of
the National Democratic Redistricting Committee
(NDRC). “We’ve made significant progress and
providing access to people to vote by mail or to
vote early. Any efforts to curtail that accessibility
will only set us back as a country,” adds Brazile.
Donald Trump has voted by mail twice in 2020 in
the state of Florida, and he consulted Friday with
Russian President Vladimir Putin about the issue
of voting by mail.

Reflecting on history, Brazile notes, “Most mod-
ern democracies give voters give citizens the
tools to vote by mail or vote early. Or, in some
cases, same-day vote of registration.” Brazile
also says Donald Trump benefited from early
voting in the 2024 election cycle after winning
several states, “like North Carolina.” The Veteran
democratic strategist advises the twice-elected
president: ” Before putting forward an executive
order, he might want to talk to his state governors
and secretaries of state, along with the RNC.
[Republican National Committee]” In a related
note, Brazile will sponsor a resolution at the DNC
meeting next week on preserving voting rights for
all Americans.

ELECTION
MAIL BALLOT
DROP BOX

2
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MY RECENT RANDOM THOUGHTS AT LARGE

By Lafe Tolliver, Attorney

Sometimes when you
read the news, local or
national, you may pon-
der why some matters
are of great importance
and then some are of
practically no redeem-
ing value whatsoever.

A case in point is the
near rapturous fawning
over pop star Taylor
Swift in putting out her
twelfth album.

So called “pop stars”
are suppose to put out
albums and their PR
teams duty is to puff it
up so big that you are
programmed to believe
that this media made
production has to be
a part of your social
life and the very rea-
son for your existence,
that you will become
a cheerleader for all
things...Swift.

American love a
good, “RAH-RAH” story
or tale. It has the ten-
dency to take us out of
our daily ho-hum daily
routine and place us in
a make believe world
if even for a few mo-
ments of escape; and
after Taylor Swift has
strutted across your
TV screen and dazzled

you with her sequin
gowns, you will sigh
and go back to running
the sweeper...and her
bank account grows by
leaps and bounds.

I’'ll pass on Swift-a-
Mania and any other
manufactured pizzazz
which does not leave a
positive message in its
wake.

Here is a thought that
will have the barbarians
rushing my front door:
In Toledo and regret-
tably in so many other
“‘urban centers”, the
shame and embarrass-
ment of “our” youth act-
ing the fool and acting
outin rage and in anger
at their fellow teens and
even the adults solving
their unresolved social
and personal issues
using a gun.

One of my takes on
Trump declaring war
on urban centers is that
it is a sly way in which
he can use the Nation-
al Guard or the military
to corral and incarcer-
ate minority juveniles.
To be clear, Trump has
not and is not a friend
of Black people, among
others, and for people
to think that Trump has
their best interest at
heart wold be akin to
Jews in Nazi Germany
voting for Hitler! (Note:
J.D. Vance at one time,
called Trump Hitler!).

Sadly, a lot of what
we see and hear in the
Black “community” (if
you can call it a commu-
nity with shared values
of respect and decen-
cy for one another) is
the glaring fact that too
many of “our” youths
are and were raised by
parents who apparent-
ly did not know squat
about family values and
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as such, they had next
to nothing to pass on
to their offspring about
respect for themselves
and others, work ethics,
respect for women, re-
spect for authority and a
passion to make some-
thing of themselves.

For too many Kkids,
especially young boys,
a gang culture is the
best resemblance of a
family that they have
known or may ever
know. When kids birth
kids, the result is that
we all lose and the val-
ues that are needed to
be inculcated in those
family members are
missing or are not mod-
eled in the home by a
parent in a single fami-
ly home. Yes, there are
exceptions.

Trump’s ignorance
about the phrase, D.E.I.,
and what it historical-
ly means is that we
are suffering under his
belabored delusions
about making America

great again and with his
compliant clown car of
accomplices, they are
more than willing to utter
detestable lies about the
competence of minori-
ties, and we all suffer.

Of course no one at-
tacks the utterly devoid
lack of competence of
his rat pack whom in their
various powerful posi-
tions, simply carry out
his wishes of intention-
al cruelty and lies about
Obamacare and the 2020
elections being a farce.

Their sole duty is to
sear their conscience
as to what is right and
wrong, fair and just and
earn, “Atta Boy!” points
from Trump.

The Democratic Par-
ty is in a fixable mess!
They have taken for
granted, for decades,
the loyalty of their vot-
ers simply because the
near sighted Democrat-
ic Party thought they
had no place else to
go. And so while the

PHOTO CREDIT / Koshu Kunii via Unsplash

Republicans have been

feverishly  organizing
at the city, county and
state level, including

school boards, to push
their warped messag-
es, the Democrats were
not willing to spend
the money or the time
counter organizing.

Now because of
that party being adrift,
the Republicans were
able to spring out like
a hidden tiger and put
a warped person like
Trump in the White
House, not once, but
twice!

PROJECT 2025 was
long out in the open
as their blueprint to re-
configure the govern-
ment to their image and
Trump was simply their
compliant poster boy to
do their bidding.

Now, according to the
polls, the political divi-
sion in this country is
so wide and deep that
in my estimation, it will
take many years to re-

constitute a Congress
that can govern and an
occupant of the White
House that is not divi-
sive and mean, just for
the sake of meanness.

In my vision, there is
no one leader that has
the charisma and politi-
cal savvy to wield such
an influence that both
sides of the spasm are
willing to come to terms
and do a “redo” of this
thing called democracy.

If not, then it has been
as good two hundred
and fifty year run (for
most people) and we
will have to see what
may take its place.

My marching orders
to you? Stay positive,
be proactive, vote,
help those in need and
speak truth to power
knowing that there are
millions just like you
out here also watching
the sign of the times.

Lafe Tolliver, Attorney

comments to: tolliv-
er@juno.com

America Dragged Back to Jim Crow as
Trump’s Project 2025 Reshapes Nation

By Stacy M. Brown
Black Press USA Senior
National Correspondent

America is no longer
drifting toward author-

itarianism. It is living
it. Project 2025 has
been instituted, and

the results are clear.
Donald Trump has put
forth racist policies
that strip away protec-
tions, empower white
supremacists, and turn
Washington, D.C., into
a militarized zone. His
followers have taken
the flag of racism and
run wild with it, build-
ing whites-only com-

munities and terrorizing
Black neighborhoods
under the cover of his
administration.

The Thurgood Mar-
shall Institute at the
Legal Defense Fund
warned last year that
Project 2025 was “a di-
rect, boundless, preg-
nant threat to the in-
terests and well-being
of Black people and
our democracy.” The
Institute detailed how
the plan would consol-
idate executive power,
dismantle civil rights
enforcement, suppress
the Black vote, gut
public education, and

eliminate  safeguards
against discrimina-
tion. “Our democracy

stands at a crossroads,
a path of infinite prom-
ise towards a more in-
clusive, equitable, and
durable democracy on
the one hand, and one
of immeasurable and
irretrievable demise
on the other,” Janai
S. Nelson, President
and Director-Counsel
of the NAACP Legal
Defense Fund, said
in 2024. “The assault
on Black communities
envisioned by Project
2025 will almost cer-
tainly condemn us to

demise.”

Trump’s Militarized
State

Since his return to of-
fice, Trump has turned
the nation’s capital
into what residents de-
scribe as an occupied
city. Military vehicles
patrol neighborhoods,
checkpoints dominate
downtown, and police
with expanded immu-
nity operate with near
total control. Trump has
threatened to “clean
out” cities like Chicago,
Baltimore, and Phila-
delphia, targeting ma-
jority-Black communi-

continued on page 5
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America Dragged Back to

Jim Crow as Trump’s Project
2025 Reshapes the Nation

continued from page 4

ties as justification for
federal crackdowns.
Immigration raids have
surged, ripping apart
families across Black
and Latino neighbor-
hoods. The atmosphere
exploded recently when
CodePink  protestors
confronted Trump, Vice
President J.D. Vance,
and Cabinet members
Marco Rubio and oth-
ers. Standing within
inches of Trump, they
shouted “Free D.C.
Free Palestine, Trump
is the Hitler of our time”
before being hauled
away by security.
Signs of Jim Crow
Across the country,
the evidence of re-
gression is mounting.
In  Rockdale Coun-
ty, Georgia, children
walked into Honey
Creek Elementary
School to find “Whites

In Arkansas, a compound called
Return to the Land has built a 160-
acre enclave restricted to people of
European ancestry. Its leaders praise
Adolf Hitler and the Ku Klux Klan
while raising hundreds of thousands of

dollars to expand into Missouri.

“You

want a white nation? Build a white

town? It can be done. We're doing it,”

Eric Orwoll, Return to the Land co-
founder, said.

Only” and “Colored
Only” signs taped over
water fountains and

posted in the cafeteria.
Officials claimed it was
part of a history lesson
about Ruby Bridges.
Parents said their chil-

dren were traumatized.
One mother recalled
her son being mocked
by classmates when he
drank beneath a sign
reading “For Colored
Only” and said, “to me
that’s not a history les-

PROJECT 2025
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Project 2025, Presidential Transition Project. Project 2025 with American
flag in the background (Photo by Ahmad Bilal)

son.”

Building a White
Nation

Trump’s policies
have also emboldened
groups openly con-
structing  whites-only
settlements. In Arkan-

sas, a compound called
Return to the Land has
built a 160-acre enclave
restricted to people of
European ancestry. Its
leaders praise Adolf
Hitler and the Ku Klux
Klan while raising hun-
dreds of thousands of
dollars to expand into
Missouri. “You want a
white nation? Build a
white town? It can be

done. We're doing it,”
Eric Orwoll, Return to
the Land co-founder,
said. “We don’t need
to get back to the
Jim Crow era,” coun-
tered Barry Jefferson,
NAACP Arkansas State
Conference President.
“We’ve been through
that before. | think no
one should be discrim-
inated against because
of their skin color.”

A Nation Pushed
Backward

From the militariza-
tion of Washington to
racist raids in Black cit-
ies, from schoolchildren
forced to relive segrega-

tion to whites-only com-
munities legally testing
America’s civil rights
laws, the consequenc-
es of Project 2025 are
undeniable. Trump has
institutionalized racism
at the highest levels of
government, and his
supporters are enforc-
ing it on the ground.
“This organization
wants to return us to
sundown town, and we
are not that,” said Susan
Schmalzbauer, pastor
of the United Method-
ist Church in Missouri.
“There’s really no place
for hate. Hate divides,
but love unites.”

Democrats Pour Millions into White Media,
But Continue to Starve the Black Press

By Stacy M. Brown
Black Press USA Senior
National Correspondent

One could make the case that Dem-
ocrats lost the 2024 election in part be-
cause they abandoned the Black Press—
the voice of Black America. Black voters,
the backbone of the party, walked away
in numbers unseen in modern times. At
the very moment when all Americans—
Black, white, Latino, and others—are
called to stand against authoritarianism,
Democrats have shown not courage but
cowardice, not gratitude but contempt for
their own base.

The numbers tell the story. House
Democrats proudly announced a $3 mil-
lion ad blitz hitting Republicans over tar-
iffs and the looming shutdown. The DNC
spent big on a paid campaign blanketing
Wisconsin newspapers to attack Elon
Musk during a state Supreme Court elec-
tion. They rolled out a five-figure ad buy
targeting Tennessee Republicans with
Epstein-related attacks. The DCCC un-
leashed a national ad campaign aimed
at Latino, Black, and AANHPI voters,
blaming Republicans for back-to-school
prices, followed by another round of
ads—its first national digital buy of the
2026 cycle—hammering Republicans
for jeopardizing rural hospitals. Millions
for consultants, millions for TV, millions
for newspaper spreads in majority-white
outlets. But when it comes to the Black
Press of America—a network of 200
Black-owned newspapers and media
companies, many run by Black women—
Democrats turn their pockets inside out.

This is no small network. The Black
Press has the potential to reach more

than 30 million readers, viewers, and
subscribers every week through its
newspapers, websites, social platforms,
and daily broadcasts. It has never asked
for handouts, only a fair shake. Yet, de-
spite all their boasts of diversity, Demo-
crats have invested nothing close to the
millions they shovel elsewhere. And this
betrayal comes at a historic moment:
the Black Press is approach-

ing its 200th anniversary in

2027. Founded in 1827

by John B. Russwurm

and Samuel Cornish

with the bold dec-

laration, “We wish 1
to plead our own :
cause. For too

long others have
spoken for us,”

the Black Press

has carried that
mission through
every frial of Black
America. Yet today, as
it struggles financially to

reach that milestone, the very

party that owes its survival to Black
voters has turned its back.

During the pandemic, Democrats
flocked to the Black Press’ daily broad-
cast, Let It Be Known. They wanted to be
platformed, wanted their voices carried
into Black homes. But once they were
elected, the same voices that begged
for space disappeared. What remains is
foul lip service, the kind that sounds no
different from Trump’s contempt for diver-
sity. The insult is deeper when measured
against history. Frederick Douglass
thundered through The North Star. Ida
B. Wells laid bare the horror of lynching
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through the Memphis Free Speech. The
Chicago Defender carried the voices
of the Great Migration and showed the
mutilated body of Emmett Till. The Afro
American chronicled Jackie Robinson
and Martin Luther King Jr.

When Tulsa burned, white mobs de-
stroyed Black newspapers to smother
the truth. When Dr. King wrote from Bir-

mingham Jail, it was the Black
Press that carried his words.

When the Wilmington
Ten were caged, it
was the Black Press
that refused to look
away. And today,
the torch is still
burning. April D.
Ryan is today's
Alice  Dunnigan.
Lauren Burke

is today’s Ethel
Payne. Sam PK.
Collins is a mod-

"IL,'F ermn-day Marcus Gar-

vey. HBCU students have

both interned and currently

work full-time with the Black Press.

The Black Press is not dead history—it is
a living force.

So, let the question be asked plainly:
if the RNC wrote checks tomorrow to
the Black Press, would Democrats call
us sellouts? Would they smear us while
continuing to funnel millions into papers
and platforms that do not speak to our
communities?

The truth is this: Democrats have
betrayed the very institution that has
carried them time and again. They
can spend $3 million to flood swing
districts, or blanket Wisconsin papers

During the pandemic,
Democrats flocked to
the Black Press’ daily
broadcast, Let It Be
Known. They wanted to
be platformed, wanted
their voices carried into
Black homes. But once
they were elected, the same
voices that begged for
space disappeared. What
remains is foul lip service,
the kind that sounds no
different from Trump’s
contempt for diversity.

with anti-Musk ads, or pump cash into
flashy social media buys—but they
cannot find equity for the Black Press.
That betrayal is why the party lost
ground in 2024. And unless Democrats
reckon with their disdain for the Black
Press, they will learn again in 2026 and
2028 what they began to taste already:
abandonment at the ballot box, silence
from the very people whose voices
they have chosen to ignore


https://www.codepink.org/radio?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=15919281836&gbraid=0AAAAABN9ksp57iYG7xT_3WDuTalNwzQOR&gclid=Cj0KCQjww4TGBhCKARIsAFLXndSE34cIN_iRKLLkNMnRsQJNGJFSln-85zRGNS9y1pu47i72yyMaml8aAmVVEALw_wcB
https://blackpressusa.com/commentary-project-2025-the-blueprint-for-americas-democratic-demise/
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The men who want to restore the Team in Teamsters

BY JURRY TAALIB-DEEN
Journal Staff Writer

Seven men say they
want to put the Team
back into Teamsters Lo-
cal 20 as they each run
for local office. On Satur-
day, October 4, the sev-
en and other members of
Teamsters Local 20, met
with The Toledo Journal
at the Heatherdowns
Branch of the Toledo Li-
brary, 3265 Glanzman
Rd, to explain why
they’re running for office.

“We want to see a re-
turn on our investment,”
said Keith Belcher Il
Teamsters Local 20
brings in, approximate-
ly, five million dollars a
year, he said and Mr.
Belcher, as well as the
others present all agreed
they would like to see the
money distributed equal-
ly throughout the city.

For example, they ex-
plained the Teamsters
Local 20 does a lot for
the local schools, which
all of the men agreed is
a good thing, but when it
comes to spreading the
wealth out to schools lo-
cated in the central city,
the charity is not as gen-
erous. The men said they
want children located in
the heart of the city to
see members of Team-
ster Local 20 donating,
financially, to help make
their futures brighter.

“College isn't for ev-
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The men of Teamsters said they want to help make a better life for everyone. Front, from left are Aubry Stallworth, Darryl Cooper
Il, Kenny Powell and Ricki Woodard. Back, from left are Antonio Lino, Keith Belcher I, Golwin Williams and Tommy Adams II.

eryone and there are
jobs here locally, which
are a part of Teamsters
Local 20 that pay six fig-
ures or very close to it.
Union jobs are the next
best thing to college and
sometimes, better than

DEBT RELIEF?

CHAPTER 7
BANKRUPTCY

650 PLUS COURT COSTS
FREE LEGAL ADVICE

ﬁ A del T THCEY T i B Y code,

ATTY. LAFE TOLLIVER
CALL 419-249-2703

college, when it comes
to making money,” said
Aubry Stallworth, presi-
dent of the local chapter
of the Teamsters Nation-
al Black Caucus, TNBC.
He began naming a
few jobs that generate
the type of income he
mentioned. As he be-
gan naming those jobs,
others in the room also
contributed to the listing;
truck drivers $85, 000
-$156, 000 per vyear;
package car drivers,
$85,000 -$100,000 per
year; warehouse work-
ers, $60,000 - $90,000
per year; were all just a
few of the jobs they said
could easily put people

OH License #16439

HEATING &
IMPROVEMENT CO.

Precision Furnace Cleaning &
Tune-Up Special: $95.00
¢ | ocal & Family Owned Since 1967

e Offering Emergency Services
e Senior & Veteran Discounts

60 Month No Interest Financing Available
with approved credit

Don’t Delay! Call A-1 Heating Today!

419-243-4871

MI License #L.339098

in a financially better
space.

What sparked them to
run for local office was
when they started travel-
ing to other cities to partic-
ipate in conferences held
by TNBC, which is an
affiliate of the Internation-
al Brotherhood of Team-
sters, commonly known
as Teamsters. At those
conferences, in cities
such as Memphis, Lou-
isville, Atlanta and Chica-
go, they saw how money
was more evenly distrib-
uted, contracts renewed,
which is another problem
the men have with local
leadership, and a more
broader representation
in the Teamsters leader-
ship. The men, in unison,
agreed that they were so
used to how things were

done in Toledo, that they
had no idea things could
be better, until they began
travelling to those cities.
So, once they returned to
Toledo, the men started
planning to duplicate what
the Teamster brotherhood
is doing nationally, in To-
ledo.

Another issue the men
said they want to address,
locally, is appointments to
the Executive Board. Na-
tionally, the men said, the
Teamsters  Brotherhood
appoints people to an ex-
ecutive position based on
seniority, but locally, there
have been questionable
acts of appointing people
who only have a couple
of years in the union, over
someone who has 30
years, for example.

Ballads for voting will

be mailed out by Octo-
ber 12 to all members of
Teamsters Local 20 and
must be returned, post-
marked, by November 9.
The men are strongly en-
couraging others to sim-
ply vote them in for not
only a productive change
in local leadership, but
an economic change
that will beneficially af-
fect everyone.

The men running for
local offices and the posi-
tions are Antonio Lino, vice
president, Tommy Adams,
secretary of treasure, Ter-
rance Cole, recording sec-
retary, and Todd Witcher,
Ricki Woodward, and Mar-
quise Phillips all running
for a trustee position.

For further questions
call Aubry Stallworth at
419.496.7765.

requirements?
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Pointers For Parents And Teachers
The Most Underutilized Resource in Literacy? Parents

(NAPSI—Reading can
be one of the most difficult
things that students learn
to do, and it takes more
than just amazing teach-
ers and classroom-only
solutions to make profi-
cient readers. According
to a recent national survey,
52% of teachers say most
students make literacy
gains when parents are
involved. However, most
of our schools’ literacy
movement is missing the
most important partner—
families.

The Problem

Lexia's 2025 Back to
School Teacher survey
also revealed that only 9%
of teachers have found that
parents are highly involved
in supporting their child’'s
literacy activities and 62%
want better tools to guide
families. In addition, 34%
of teachers noted in the
survey that they don't re-
ceive as much support as
they would like from their
school to engage parents.

Not The Parents’ Fault

Currently, we're leaving
parents on the sidelines of
our nation’s reading crisis,
however. There are many
reasons for this:

1. Knowledge Gap—
66% of teachers say par-
ents don’t know how to
help. What’s more, most
national literacy reform
conversations focus
on curriculum, teacher
training, and testing—
not family engagement.
These reading reform
efforts that exclude par-
ents are missing half the

equation.
2. Time and Access Bar-
riers—Work  schedules,

language differences, and
sometimes parents’ own
literacy challenges.

3. Resource Gap—46%
say families lack books
and reading tools at home.

4. Support Gap—Only
10% of teachers say they
have comprehensive fami-
ly literacy programs.

Schools are imple-
menting science of read-
ing in classrooms, but
only 15% of teachers
send structured, science
of reading-aligned activ-
ities home. Science of
reading provides prov-
en, evidence-based best
practices for teaching
reading and supporting
students of all abilities.
With evidence-based in-
struction, students and
teachers do not waste
time on unproven prac-
tices. The survey also
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noted that teachers
would really like in-per-
son workshops explain-
ing science of reading
basics to parents.

Who Can Help

Earlier approaches to
reading instruction, such
as whole language and
balanced literacy, did not
consistently provide the
phonics foundation stu-
dents needed for strong
literacy growth. Today,
a growing number of
schools are embracing
the science of reading—a
body of research built over
decades across educa-
tion, neuroscience, and
psychology. With Lexia’'s
evidence-based tools and
training, educators are
implementing  Structured
Literacy successfully,
giving students the skills
and support they need to
thrive.

Lexia strengthens the
school-home connection
by giving educators acces-
sible tools and data-driven
insights grounded in the
science of reading. These

resources help teachers
have clear, personalized
conversations with fami-
lies, encouraging parents
to take an active role in
their child’s learning.

When educators re-
ceive actionable, rele-
vant information, com-
munication evolves from
routine updates into
meaningful, two-way di-
alogue. Grounded in a
common understanding
of the science of read-
ing, this partnership
between schools and
families creates a united
front—harnessing  the
untapped potential of
parents as vital partners
in student success.

Educators point to five
priorities for advancing
literacy:

e Train parents and
teachers together in the
fundamentals of the sci-
ence of reading.c Provide
accessible, multilingual re-
sources for use at home.+
Invest in family literacy
programs within school
budgets.e Give teachers

the time and support to
build strong parent part-
nerships.

These actions create
the conditions for student

ful, they become more
motivated. Science of
reading-aligned solu-
tions make this possible
by translating research

teachers to target skills
with precision.

Learn More

Did You Know?

According to a recent national survey,
52 percent of leachers say most students
have something at home that can greatly
improve their academic success: families.
Students, they found make more prog
ress when parents are involved. Learn
how parents can help from the experts at
Lexia, www.lexialearning.com.

success. When learners
feel capable and see
schoolwork as meaning-

into classroom prac-
tice—personalizing in-
struction and enabling

For further facts and to
see the survey, visit www.
lexialearning.com.
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New Book Helps Kids Find The Sunshine Within Themselves

(NAPSI)—A great
way to cheer up a child
on a gray or otherwise
down day is with a new
book by Tabitha Brown,
the Emmy Award-win-
ning host of the chil-
dren’s show “Tab Time”
and multiple NAACP
award winner, #1 New
York Times bestselling
author, and vegan food
star.

lllustrated by Oliv-
ia Duchess, it was in-
spired by Brown’s own
childhood adventures,
and pays homage to
the community and
neighborhood that in-
fluenced who she is
today.

The Story

With themes of kind-
ness, curiosity, and
joy, “Hello There, Sun-
shine” follows young
Tabitha, who wakes up
ready to greet the sun
every morning. She
loves how it brings ev-
eryone joy. But one day
she wakes up and the
sun is missing. Not one
to dwell on the nega-
tive, Tabitha hops on
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her Strawberry Short-
cake bike with her pup-
py in tow and makes it
her business to find the
sun.

The adventure takes
her through her neigh-
borhood, lending a
helping hand and ask-
ing everyone if they've
seen the big star. When
the sun is still nowhere
to be found, Tabitha re-
mains positive, looks a
little deeper, and finds
that sometimes the
sunshine we’re looking
for is inside of us.

A great pick for fans
of “What Do You Do
with an Idea?,” “You
Matter,” and “Just Be-
cause,” Brown’s chil-
dren’s debut is a mar-
velous read-aloud and

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED

Emmy award—-winning host, #1 New York Times
bestselling author, and “America’s Mom,”
Tabitha Brown, shares personal and inspiring
childhood story in her first-ever picture book,

Hello There, Sunshine.

My mom always taught me that
helping others makes us feel good! The
light inside of us all shines and I hope

this book reminds every child that
they are their own sunshine!

a great gift that will
remind the youngest
reader to always stay
positive.

Brown says, “My
mom always taught
me that helping others
makes us feel good!
The light inside of us all
shines and | hope this
book reminds every
child that they are their

own sunshine!”

The book, published
by HarperCollins Chil-
dren’s Books, one of
the leading publish-
ers of children’s and
teen books, can be an
excellent way to en-
courage kids to rely on
themselves, be mindful
of others and find their
own happiness.

Did You Know?

A great way to cheer up a child is
with “Hello There, Sunshine,” a new
book by Tabitha Brown, the Emmy
Award-winning host of the chil-
dren’s show “Tab Time” and multiple
NAACP award winner and #1 New

A120%

TOLEDO ZOO

& AQUARIUM.

1900-2025 =
HONORING OUR PAST. ENVISIONING OUR FUTURE.

£

York Times bestselling author. Learn
more at www.harpercollinschildrens.
com.
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Healthy Awareness

Race for the Cure inspires survivors to be the ‘cure’ for others

continued from page 1

the mood of the people was )

optimistic that a cure for the
disease is on the horizon.

But for people like
Shawnda Mays, a two
time breast cancer survi-
vor, she’s not waiting for a
cure to help fight the dis-
ease. She opened a sup-
port group called, “On The
House.” The entity provides
services for people with
breast cancer and services
to their caregivers.

Another fighter in the
war against breast cancer
is Jessica Hubbell. She
and about 30 people were
walking with her. In October
2022, she had just finished
breastfeeding her twins
when she received a call
from her doctor telling her
she had the disease.

“My doctor was even cry-
ing and saying she wouldn’t
wish the disease on any-
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one, especially the nicest
person she ever met. My

The Central Catholic Irish Dance Team cheer walkers during the 1K Walk

heart just dropped upon
receiving the news. My
husband and | got in the
car and just drove around
and | just cried, saying ‘I
don’t want to die; | don'’t
want to die.” But after that
drive, | cried no more and
began fighting back,” she
explained.

Ms. Hubbell constantly

tells people to enjoy every
moment of their lives. She
also imparts that message
to her students; she is a
special ed teacher who no
longer has breast cancer.
Diamond Pitts was diag-
nosed five years ago but
is currently breast cancer
free. She had over 60 peo-
ple running with her during

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED

the 5k run; the members of
Be Right Back, BRB, Run-
ning Club.

“It's so overwhelming to
have this many people sup-
porting me; I've never had
such a large community
support,” she said.

Ms. Pitts gets regular
checkups, eats healthier and
runs with her club members.

Protect your
loved ones

Have unused or
expired medications?

»

E V. Turn in your
unused and
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Shawnda Mays isn’t waiting for a cure for breast cancer. The two time OCtOber 25th expired

breast cancer survivor started a support group that provides services to
breast cancer patients and their caregivers.
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medicines for
safe disposal.

10 am-2pm
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The collection sites for Lucas County Drug Take Back Day

ol

T

Monclova Twp Administration
4335 Albon Road, Monclovia

NW District Police Station
2330 W Sylvania Ave., Toledo

Scott Park District Police Station
2301 Nebraska Ave., Toledo

Swanton Village Hall
219 Chestnut St., Swanton

Waterville Police Department
25 N Second St., Waterville

Whitehouse Fire Station #85
10550 Waterville Rd., Whitehouse

Kroger

4633 Suder Ave., Toledo

2555 Glendale Ave., Toledo

2257 N Holland Sylvania Rd, Toledo
7059 Orchard Centre, Holland
7545 Sylvania Ave., Sylvania

Holland Police Department
1245 Clarion Ave., Holand

Maumee Police Division
109 E. Dudley, Maumee
(use Gibbs St. Entrance)

Monclova Fire Department
Monclova Twp Admin Bldg

Ottawa Hills Police Dept
2125 Richards Rd., Ottawa Hills

City of Oregon Police Station
5330 Seaman Rd., Oregon

e S
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*Check your preferred location to see if they are accepting
syringes or liquids.

**In order to protect your privacy, please take all medicine out of
original packaging or bottles.

PHOTO CREDI/ SBMITTED
Be Right Back, BRB, running club, founders, Jason Young, right and
Travon Watoon, brought over 60 runners from the club to support
Diamond Pitts.
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A Gattyatton of Ly
sor Tinesha (TT)Smith

Tinesha “Niecy” Smith, 52, of Toledo, Ohio, passed away on September 11, 2025. She was
a devoted mother, loving daughter, proud Corrections Officer, and vibrant soul who touched
many lives. Known for her bold spirit, faith, and deep love for family, she will be greatly missed.

A Celebration of Life will be held on October 25, 2025, from 2-6pm at Scott Park Hall,
2541 Nebraska Ave., Toledo, OH (across from House of Day).

Lt. Col. George Hardy, Tuskegee
Airman and Patriot, Dies at 100

By Stacy M. Brown Black
Press USA

Senior National Corre-
spondent

Lieutenant  Colonel
George E. Hardy, one of
the last surviving Tuske-
gee Airmen to fly combat
missions during World
War ll, has died in Sara-
sota, Florida. He was 100 years old.

Hardy was born in Philadelphia on
June 8, 1925. He entered the U.S. Army
Air Corps at 18 and graduated as a pilot
at 19, becoming the youngest Red Tail
fighter pilot of the 332nd Fighter Group.
Stationed at Ramitelli Air Base in ltaly,
he flew 21 missions across Europe. “We
had our own club in Naples...so you
didn’t go to the White club. That's...the
way life was,” Hardy said in an interview
with the Veterans History Project. When
the war in Europe ended in 1945, Hardy
returned to the Tuskegee Army Airfield
as a supervising pilot until it closed in
1946. His career continued across two
more conflicts. He flew 45 combat mis-
sions in the Korean War and 70 more in
the Vietnam War. His decorations includ-
ed the Distinguished Flying Cross with
Valor, a Commendation Medal with one
Oak Leaf Cluster, and an Air Medal with
11 Oak Leaf Clusters.

Education remained central to his life.
He earned a bachelor’s degree in elec-

trical engineering and a
master’s degree in sys-
tems engineering reliabil-
ity from the U.S. Air Force
Institute of Technology.
He also received an hon-
orary Doctor of Public
Service from Tuskegee
University. “We went into
the Air Force with racial
segregation. When we
came out, we changed...When | look
back on my service, I'm so proud of the
Air Force. And | just think | was able
to participate in that and survive that,”
Hardy said. The Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.
called Hardy's legacy one of “courage,
resilience, tremendous skill and dogged
perseverance against racism, prejudice
and other evils.”

“Colonel Hardy was an amazing man.
He was a patriot. He loved his family.
He loved his community. He loved our
organization,” Leon Butler Jr., nation-
al president of Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.,
said. “He worked very hard. He worked
tirelessly to preserve the legacy, not for
himself, but for those that he served
with, and he cared about the families
of other original Tuskegee Airmen.”
The National WWII Museum honored
him as a “true American hero,” while
the Tuskegee Airmen National Organi-
zation honored him by noting that, “His
legacy of courage and dedication will
never be forgotten.”
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APPLES, PEARS,
CONCORD GRAPES

Assata Shakur Remembered:
a voice of struggle a Iegacy of love

By Stacy M. Brown
Black Press USA Senior
National Correspondent

The passing of As-
sata Shakur has left a
deep void in those who
saw her as more than
a revolutionary. She
was a mother, poet,
and symbol of libera-
tion whose life embod-
ied struggle and sac-
rifice. On Black Press
USA’s Let It Be Known
morning news show,
journalist and com-
mentator Thandisizwe
Chimurenga spoke
about Shakur’s death
and her legacy. “My
heart literally skipped a
beat,” Chimurenga said.
“l have known Assata’s
daughter and husband
for over 30 years. | im-
mediately called to see
if it was true. | was so
saddened when he said
that it was true.”

Born JoAnne Byron
and once known as Jo-
Anne Chesimard, Shakur
became a leading mem-
ber of the Black Panther
Party and the Black Lib-
eration Army. She was
targeted by the FBI's
COINTELPRO program,
convicted under disputed
circumstances in 1977,
and sentenced to life in
prison. In 1979, she es-
caped and was granted
asylum in Cuba, where
she remained until her
death. “I purposeful-
ly refrained from going
into journalism mode,”
Chimurenga said. “The
only question | asked
was had she beeniill. He
said, Yes, she had been
ill. My heart was broken
for them because losing
a parent, losing your
mother, you are never
prepared for that. And |
was heartbroken for me,
being, as Assata says,
an African woman in
America, that she was
no longer physically here
with us.”

For Chimurenga,

Shakur’s exile carried
both sorrow and triumph.
“l liked knowing that she
was physically walking
around free in Cuba,
away from the clutches
of the U.S. government,”

Chimurenga said. “l was
absolutely saddened
that | had never taken
myself down to Cuba
and tried to find her and
interview her as a jour-
nalist. But at the same
time, | was rejoicing in
the fact that for close to
50 years, she remained
free of the United States
criminal injustice sys-
tem.” Her words shaped
generations of activists.
“It is our duty to fight for
our freedom,” Shakur fa-
mously stated. “We must
love each other and
support each other. We
have nothing to lose but
our chains.” That decla-
ration became a chant
during protests in Fer-
guson and in the Black
Lives Matter movement.

“She was our warrior
queen mother, our sis-
ter comrade, our mama,”
Chimurenga said. “She
fought for us. She sac-

rificed for us. And her
autobiography, infused
with poetry, showed us
the beauty of a woman
the state called a terror-
ist. She was a beauti-
ful soul who often said
we must be weapons
of mass construction,
creating more beauty in
the world because the
people running it are
destroying it.” Reactions
to her passing showed
the divide in the nation.
“America is a white
supremacist nation,”
Chimurenga said. “It
was not founded for us.
We were brought here
to enrich other people. If
we did not believe it be-
fore, everything Trump is
doing right now is in per-
fect lockstep with white
supremacist principles.
And that is how he was
able to be reelected
twice.” Chimurenga
said Shakur’'s memory
will always remain tied
to her devotion to her
people. “Love. Love of
Black people. Sacrifice,
commitment, and beau-
ty,” she remarked. “That
is who she was.”


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1yu21M2qE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1yu21M2qE0
https://www.thandisizwe.net/
https://www.thandisizwe.net/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/cointelpro-teaching-fbis-war-black-freedom-movement/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/cointelpro-teaching-fbis-war-black-freedom-movement/
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‘IN THE KITCHEN WITH REV’
Rev. Thomas Bell Delivers The Word and a Hot Meal

By Michael Daniels ‘ I '

Journal Staff Writer

For Rev. Thomas Bell
becoming a pastor and
delivering the Word of God
was always his destiny, but,
he just didn't know when,
where, and how.

Naturally, a kind, heart-
ed, good, nurtured person
by nature, he was the per-
fect candidate. Raised in
the church, from an early
age, he has always known
the Lord and the Spirit of
God was with him. He re-
calls being six years old
in church and hearing his
grandfather telling everyone
that he was the next preach-
er in the family. When he
told his grandmother, she

B
a

2 o ‘ . _“ 'H-.. :
2 e
1l a!j =
RsdA &
PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED

Hear the Word of the Lord and more, watch ‘IN THE KITCHEN WITH REV’, every Monday live at 6:00 pm on Facebook.

On his way to the pul-
pit, he also happened to
pick up another skill, he
learned how to cook. At first
it was small dishes, then
through self-study of cook-
books and trial and error
he got so good at it that
he ended up cooking for
friends and family entire
meals. He became such a
superb cook that he even
appeared on the Master
Chef TV program in sea-
son 14.

After all that,
he asks the Lord what
now, what do you want
me to do? Then the Spirit
of God spoke to him again
and told him to “preach
and cook, and I'll do the
rest!” That is when, ‘IN
THE KITCHEN WITH
REV. was born. Now ev-

. t = . ‘:
PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED
‘IN THE KITCHEN WITH REV’, (on Facebook and Instagram) features
Toledo’s Rev. Thomas Bell the pastor of Aga’pe Love Fellowship Church

in the kitchen mixing up some of his favorite dish’s while at the same time

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED
Rev. Thomas Bell (R) welcomes Pastor Pastor
Randall Carter (L) of Resurrection Baptist
Church in Toledo, Ohio to ‘IN THE KITCHEN

WITH REV’.

delivering to his audience the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ!

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED
Rev. Thomas Bell delivering The Word of God on
‘IN THE KITCHEN WITH REV’, live on Facebook

and Instagram.

simply replied, “I knew it, |
felt you were called to be
a pastor a long time ago”.
Much later, he talked it
over with his pastor, Bish-
op Jerry L. Boose of Sec-
ond Baptist Church, about
what he considered to be a
calling from God to preach.
His pastor encouraged him
and told him he could feel
it as well. He followed that

feeling and in time his des-
tiny was fulfilled. Now to-
day Pastor Bell has been
preaching the Word for the
last 16 years, and he is
the Pastor at Agape Love
Fellowship Church here
in Toledo for the last four
years. Somehow in his
heart he knew that spread-
ing God’s Word is what the
father wanted him to do.

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED
On ‘IN THE KITCHEN WITH REV’ Rev. Thomas Bell (3rd from L) was
passing out samples of his homemade fresh southern peach cobbler he
just made live to his audience with (L-R) facility Manager Buffie Beasley,
his daughter Nyla Bell, and his wife Wanda Bell.

He Said, “l was inspired by
my own love for people, |
know that when people en-
counter me, they encoun-
ter God’s love, and they
feel his presence. | feel that
this is what led me to serv-
ing as a pastor, because
God sees my heart and he
knows | am willing to serve
and not be served, and do
what he tells me to do.”

ery Monday evening live
at 6:20 pm on Facebook
you can watch the Rev.
Thomas Bell cooking
something spectacular
while spreading the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.

“This show is not about
me, it's about him” he said,
“and It's about sharing with
others the gifts that God
has given me which is
to serve him and spread
his word! | am devoted
and any way | can bring
another soul to him, is
what I’'m going to do!”

Rev. Thomas
Bell has been married
to his wife Wanda Bell
for about 20 years, and
they have one daughter
Nyla Bell. You are wel-
comed to join him for
Sunday Morning Church
service at Agape Love Fel-
lowship Church, 3167 Dole
St. Toledo, OH. at 10:00
am, and at his Wednes-
day evening Bible study at
Grace Community Cen-
ter located at 406 W Del-
aware Ave, Toledo, OH at
6:00 pm.

Pastor Bell also
thanks Promedica for
their support.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1yu21M2qE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1yu21M2qE0
https://www.thandisizwe.net/
https://www.thandisizwe.net/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/cointelpro-teaching-fbis-war-black-freedom-movement/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/cointelpro-teaching-fbis-war-black-freedom-movement/
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OHFA Offers
Free Trainings
to Real Estate
Professionals
and Mortgage

Lenders

(COLUMBUS,  Ohio)
The Ohio Housing Fi-
nance Agency (OHFA)
has launched trainings on
its programs for lending,
real estate, and counsel-
ing partners. The Agency
offers down payment as-
sistance, career-related in-
terest rate discounts, other
loan products, and bene-
fits for Ohio homebuyers.

Trainings are free and
offered virtually and in-per-
son. Lasting from one to
three hours, courses for
real estate agents include:

Fair Housing Founda-
tions (offers 3 hours of civil
rights credit) — Taking a his-
torical view of fair housing
and civil rights, this course
goes into the details of cur-
rent housing, advertising,
and lending laws using
case studies, housing sta-
tistics, and videos.

OHFA Homebuyer
Programs (offers 1 hour
of elective credit) — This
course reviews the vari-
ety of loan options offered
by OHFA, including down
payment assistance and
interest rate discounts for
homebuyers. Participants
learn about eligibility re-
quirements and product
combinations to reduce
homebuyers’ out-of-pock-
et expenses.

Courses for mortgage
professionals are:

Becoming an OHFA Ex-
pert — This course reviews
all aspects of OHFA pro-
grams, loan processing,
and down payment as-
sistance. The course re-
views eligibility criteria and
program combinations,
so mortgage profession-
als understand how the
programs can help their
clients achieve homeown-

ership.
Lender Online, Pro-
cessing, Closing and

Post-Closing — Presented
in video format, this course
teaches participants how
to use the Lender Online
Reservation System.

To register for an up-
coming training, real es-
tate professionals should
visit www.ohiohome.org/
RegistrationsExtClasses/.

Interested mortgage
professioals should visit
www.ohiohome.org/part-
ners/training.aspx.

Mortgage and real es-
tate companies can also
schedule classes for their
employees by contacting
OHFA's Single Family Re-
lations Program Manager
Jon Duy at jduy@ohio-
home.org.

The Constituton is- Nt

By David W. Marshall

(TriceEdneyWire.com)
- When Donald Trump de-
feated Kamala Harris, he
won by only 1.5 percent-
age points overall while
receiving 312 Electoral
College votes. Among
Hispanic voters, Trump
won 48 percent of the
vote, after losing to Joe
Biden by a margin of 61
percent to 36 percent in
the 2020 presidential elec-
tion. In 2024, Trump won
15% of Black voters, up
from 8 percent four years
earlier. With the current
gerrymandering war, both
political parties are now
positioning themselves for
next year’s midterm elec-
tions. For Hispanic and
Black voters who support-
ed Trump in 2024, one
question comes to mind.
Are they getting what they
expected from a second
Trump term?

People are waking up,
and they are not liking
what they are seeing.
As a result, constituents’
anger over ICE raids in
their districts has become
intense during town halls
in congressional districts
represented by both Dem-
ocrats and Republicans. It

was the central focus of
questions at Wisconsin
GOP Rep. Bryan Steil’'s
town hall in late July, as
constituents attacked the
congressman’s efforts to
blame former President
Joe Biden’s policies for
the country’s immigra-
tion problems. “What |
see happening to our im-
migrant population em-
barrasses me, and you
have not raised a voice to
complain about it,” one at-
tendee told Steil. “Where
do | see your leadership?
| see no leadership. | see
following Trump 100%
of the time.” The biggest
crowd reaction of the
night came in response
to Steil's introductory re-
marks celebrating bor-
der security, which then
prompted an attendee to
shout, “We are all immi-
grants.”

In Virginia, Democratic
Rep. Jennifer McClellan
held a town hall intended
to focus on issues affect-
ing senior citizens, but the
frustrations  surrounding
the Trump administra-
tion’s handling of immigra-
tion dominated the meet-
ing, diverting it from topics
such as Social Security
and Medicaid. People are
starting to pay attention,
and they are concerned.
Among the only times
McClellan drew applause
occurred when she con-
demned the Trump ad-
ministration’s handling of
deportations and its use
of “Alligator Alcatraz,” a
migrant detention center
in Florida that a federal
judge has ordered closed.

“l hope that when we
enforce our immigration

policy—whether it's who
we detain, who we de-
port—that we do so con-
sistent with American val-
ues of due process and
compassion,” McCellan
said. Many people agree
with McCellan concerning
due process and com-
passion from a moral per-
spective, but due process
and compassion from
our government often get
lost in partisan politics.
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Our democracy is
shaky, but we still live in
a democracy despite the
gerrymandering in Texas
and California. Ironically,
with all of the anger over
ICE activities and depor-
tation, Republicans are
counting on increased
support from Hispanic
voters to win five newly
redrawn  congressional
districts. Republicans
specifically increased the

Republicans are counting on
increased support from Hispanic
voters to win five newly redrawn

congressional districts. Republicans
specifically increased the share of
Hispanic voters in three of the five
targeted districts, capitalizing on
recent political shifts to the right
among Hispanic voters in South Texas
and urban areas like Houston and
San Antonio. Will the Republicans be
able to hold onto those gains, given
the backlash GOP congressional
lawmakers are receiving?

The same is true with
fair elections, checks and
balances, and holding
elected leaders account-
able. How would MAGA
Republicans respond if
Barack Obama used the
same authoritarian tactics
we see used by Donald
Trump?
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share of Hispanic voters
in three of the five target-
ed districts, capitalizing
on recent political shifts to
the right among Hispanic
voters in South Texas and
urban areas like Houston
and San Antonio. Will
the Republicans be able
to hold onto those gains,

Partisan

given the backlash GOP
congressional lawmakers
are receiving?

A July national poll by
Equis Research found
that one-third of Hispanic
voters who backed Biden
in 2020 and then Trump in
2024 are planning to vote
for a Democratic congres-
sional candidate. Another
one-third of these voters
are undecided. The fact
that we have the gerry-
mandered district in Tex-
as comes from a direct re-
quest from Trump, whom
lllinois Gov. JB Pritzker
called a “wannabe dic-
tator.” In a democracy,
every citizen has certain
basic rights that the gov-
ermnment should not take
away. Free elections
through a fair system of
representation are part of
those basic rights, which

gerrymandering takes
away.

Across America,
demonstrations were

held over the Labor Day
weekend as a public
protest against policies
under the Trump admin-
istration. These public
protests represent our
rights in a democracy
to assemble freely and
protest government ac-
tions. Everyone has an
obligation to exercise
these rights peacefully,
with respect for the law
and in consideration of
the rights of others. Pres-
ident Trump doesn’t like
it when people are pro-
testing against him and
his administration. On
June 14, as the President
held a $45 million na-
tional military parade in

continued on page 16
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https://e6z9jncab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vo3JeB8AFHLwdbAwttDeZC-8AY41leIAsRHV_HApVSgGXi-MYnIUsQVCMCiEc1iYpUJZYBubcVSuOVmz2Fd0gNrccJlDc_Tlief1YRfTm47QVYsPmwAmWDc4934R8ph0Zz6IsNkePTSdWXDJGV9mjeRoHR0T3OTgX-Z6gE236ZmXNJYY4mbegA==&c=kN-FP0qg465-qfWvRSC_myvBZLh5ND4fTF8vwoPXkxpNXW6TCkXB6g==&ch=OnuWHgXwheiHIIgTAKtLcqyJ8i4WTVQ_lxH7pPQ7DZGwoPinVl6nBA==
https://e6z9jncab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vo3JeB8AFHLwdbAwttDeZC-8AY41leIAsRHV_HApVSgGXi-MYnIUsQVCMCiEc1iYpUJZYBubcVSuOVmz2Fd0gNrccJlDc_Tlief1YRfTm47QVYsPmwAmWDc4934R8ph0Zz6IsNkePTSdWXDJGV9mjeRoHR0T3OTgX-Z6gE236ZmXNJYY4mbegA==&c=kN-FP0qg465-qfWvRSC_myvBZLh5ND4fTF8vwoPXkxpNXW6TCkXB6g==&ch=OnuWHgXwheiHIIgTAKtLcqyJ8i4WTVQ_lxH7pPQ7DZGwoPinVl6nBA==
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OFFICE HOURS: MON-TUE 9-noon & 1-5,
THUR-FRI 9-noon & 1-5 Closed Wed
Deadline Friday 4:30 pm

C

TO PLACE ADS CALL (419) 472-4521 or email: toledojournal @rocketmail.com, toljour@aol.com

LASSIFIEDS

NOW ACCEPTING:
okl Dl
[ET] é
You Can Use Your Debit Card,
Mastercard,Visa, Amex

For Placing Classifieds

NORTHGATE
APARTMENTS
610 STICKNEY

AVENUE
1 & 2 BEDROOM
UNITS
FOR QUALIFIED
Applicants
Senior Community
Age 55+
Rent is Income Based
Service & Activity
Coordinators on site.
Heat Included
Chauffeured Bus to
nearby

Shops & Banks
Call 419-729-7118

TODAY!
Income & Age
Restrictions Apply

Famous QuoTES

“Anytime you get more
than a couple of Black
women together, you'’re
creating this powerful
mechanism for change.”
Kimberly Bryant

“l didn’t learn to be quiet
when | had an opinion.
The reason they knew
who | was is because |
told them.” Ursula Burns

“The success of every
woman should be an
inspiration to another. We
should raise each other
up. Make sure you’re
courageous, be strong,
be extremely kind, and
above all, be humble.”
Serena Williams

“Black women can do
anything. We have
proven that time and time
and time again. “ Tarana
Burke

“When you take care of
yourself, you’re a better
person for others. When
you feel good about
yourself, you treat others
better.” Solange Knowles

“Give light and people will
find the way.” Ella Baker

“Even if it makes others
uncomfortable, | will love
who | am.” Janelle Mon-e

“It’s not the load that
breaks you down; it's the
way you carry it.” Lena
Horne, Dancer

“You don’t make progress
by standing on the
sidelines, whimpering
and complaining. You
make progress by
implementing ideas.”
Shirley Chisolm,
Politician; First African
American woman
nominated for President

LAST CALL
BLACK VOTE
FRIDAY . '
WEEKEND Make it Count!
SHOPPING General
Over Nite Hotel stay Election
Fr'da)r/e';llfr\r']' 28th November 4, 2025
Sunday Nov. 30th Elections
cost $180.00. Have
Call for more info C
419-480-9995 onsequences

Known Breast Cancer Risk Factors
Being a woman, or a person assigned female at
birth, is one of the most important risk factors for

developing breast cancer.

As with many other diseases, your risk of breast
cancer goes up as you get older. About two out of
three invasive breast cancers are found in women

55 or older.

Family History: Women with close relatives -
especially sisters, mothers, or daughters - who
have been diagnosed with breast cancer have a

higher risk of developing the disease.

Genetics: About 5% to 10% of breast cancers are
thought to be hereditary, caused by abnormal
genes passed from parent to child.

Personal History of Breast Cancer: If you’ve been
diagnosed with breast cancer, you're three to four
times more likely to develop a new cancer in the
other breast or a different part of the same breast.

Radiation to Chest or Face Before Age 30: If you

had radiation to the chest or face to treat another

cancer or acne, you have a higher-than-average
risk of breast cancer.

Certain Breast Changes: If you’ve been diagnosed
with certain benign (not cancer) breast conditions,
you may have a higher risk of breast cancer.

White women are slightly more likely to develop
breast cancer than Black, Hispanic, and Asian
women. But Black women are more likely to
develop more aggressive, more advanced-stage
breast cancer diagnosed at a young age.

Being Overweight: Overweight and obese women
have a higher risk of being diagnosed with breast
cancer compared to women who maintain a healthy
weight, especially after menopause.

Pregnancy History: Your age when you give birth to
your first child and the number of times you've
given birth - including if you’ve never had a full-
term pregnancy - can affect your risk of developing
breast cancer.

Breastfeeding History: Breastfeeding can lower
breast cancer risk, especially if you breastfeed for
longer than one year.

Menstrual History: Women who had their first
period before they turned 12 have a higher risk of
breast cancer later in life.

Using HRT (Hormone Replacement Therapy):
Some types of HRT can increase the risk of breast
cancer in people with certain risk factors.

Using Hormonal Birth Control: Hormonal forms of
contraception (such as the pill, patch, and hormonal
IUDs) may slightly increase the risk of breast
cancer.

Drinking Alcohol: Research shows that drinking
alcoholic beverages of any kind increases a
woman’s risk of hormone receptor-positive breast
cancer.

Dense Breasts: Women with dense breasts have a
higher risk of developing breast cancer.

VISTULA MANAGEMENT COMPANY
APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN

Application Period Begins:
This Sunday, August 24, 2025 and ends November 30, 2025.

Application Process
Important Requirements.

Applications are being accepted for all efficiency, one-bedroom, and
two-bedroom apartments. You must call each property individually to
schedule an appointment. All appointment must be conducted in
person.

The required documents needed for affordable housing are as
follows.

Each applicant must bring the following documents to their
appointment:

Photo ID/State ID - Birth certificate
Social Security card - Proof of income
Documentation of all assets

Our Affordable Property Locations
Toledo Area Properties

Byram Properties
711 Locust St.,Toledo, OH 43604
419-244-2836

Jac Rentals
711 Locust St., Toledo, OH 43604
419-244-2836

Hope Manor
4702 Violet Rd, Toledo, OH 43623-4325
419-246-4733 Senior

Douglas Square
4811 Douglas Rd, Toledo, OH 43613-3200
419-472-6087

Oblate Residences
1225 Flaire Dr, Toledo, OH 43615
419-536-3862 Senior

New Heritage Village
711 Locust St., Toledo, OH 43604
419-244-2836

Frisch Properties
711 Locust St., Toledo, OH 43604
419-244-2836

Vistula Heritage Il
817 Michigan Street, Toledo, Ohio 43604
419-246-0832

Englewood Senior
2737 Monroe Street, Toledo, OH 43606
419-244-3938 Senior

St. Hedwig
244 Bronson Ave. Toledo, Ohio 43608
419-481-9016 Senior

YWCA
1018 Jefferson Ave, Toledo, OH 43604
419-241-3235

South Toledo Homes
817 Michigan Street, Toledo, Ohio 43604
419-246-0832

Turner Properties
711 Locust, Toledo, Ohio 43604
419-244-2836

Cleveland Office Properties

Streetsboro Family Homes
9461 Vista Ct. Streetsboro, Ohio 44241
216-862-0877
Church Square Commons
7338 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44103
216-862-0877

Market Rate Units
Westminster Row
1822 Cherry Street Toledo, Ohio 43604

How to Apply

Step 1: Call the specific property that interests you to schedule your appointment
Step 2. Attend your in-person appointment with all required documentation



https://e6z9jncab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vo3JeB8AFHLwdbAwttDeZC-8AY41leIAsRHV_HApVSgGXi-MYnIUsZVIS31f1KehYvxMBjCjoFhdmKYd8CH3M--qqn3kfj-q9pKiuv_eDKRgFEH0UewcuDz6KLxpJYHe0LljTYcPRgsmG603bLKsFWpReklkDE1Kq3FSBQkU0ynlgW9kxpWLABD1dMi4i10QOP8i0YepAf2ObVofWNzW14XFJuHmC77zJ4AInKCWJlXCoUy68dbVvIu6v_Mr9gEWY6Fwzv53U3l2hURCqBJRHhDdbZFYr8gXaZCs6SMSr1ijHZzvsGs0OdWdpwDUDP9n3MtIotYHtsty8bPStuicFVKijIpLoeOJY977jHSMSGTT-_CKimzeIWYRIJWBqxu0gt-DcjaDeO5NrJjcl37D_YHnZVg_af-kBXtG2ShqNAe3teEsS5VgeJm89fpvN-h5NpjCO1KxjAgIFhs1pgk0Gj378vBUAWVcPcxrnGnv0VvybeCi1xDgkopwCZfjTTbtScUdi_RQnk9oLiQMbYH1BkqGghOoyrI0nNYkq5E7ZjV9ZZeKeyVe5IzB4rmrps9YgXTSn8cDxQ_nLCpG09Ec0LpW-ohvOZ22XfeIc0SU3q9pGBaUYbsrD3IrUF8_UAyZSpflVI7cSwbA5SqXWJbqs9vqDq4XFaOm81-qXldrUlKq9yQ0N-OB1u3sf6LINo3wBXMUjHvKZzn_rooWfNJgHOuAv6xfKImY7yjLX0UTQ2s8xMqvjPJWLZmHGgL9qaSfW0tvBE6SxsnAj-Tb7KYUeQ==&c=kN-FP0qg465-qfWvRSC_myvBZLh5ND4fTF8vwoPXkxpNXW6TCkXB6g==&ch=OnuWHgXwheiHIIgTAKtLcqyJ8i4WTVQ_lxH7pPQ7DZGwoPinVl6nBA==
https://e6z9jncab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vo3JeB8AFHLwdbAwttDeZC-8AY41leIAsRHV_HApVSgGXi-MYnIUsZVIS31f1KehYvxMBjCjoFhdmKYd8CH3M--qqn3kfj-q9pKiuv_eDKRgFEH0UewcuDz6KLxpJYHe0LljTYcPRgsmG603bLKsFWpReklkDE1Kq3FSBQkU0ynlgW9kxpWLABD1dMi4i10QOP8i0YepAf2ObVofWNzW14XFJuHmC77zJ4AInKCWJlXCoUy68dbVvIu6v_Mr9gEWY6Fwzv53U3l2hURCqBJRHhDdbZFYr8gXaZCs6SMSr1ijHZzvsGs0OdWdpwDUDP9n3MtIotYHtsty8bPStuicFVKijIpLoeOJY977jHSMSGTT-_CKimzeIWYRIJWBqxu0gt-DcjaDeO5NrJjcl37D_YHnZVg_af-kBXtG2ShqNAe3teEsS5VgeJm89fpvN-h5NpjCO1KxjAgIFhs1pgk0Gj378vBUAWVcPcxrnGnv0VvybeCi1xDgkopwCZfjTTbtScUdi_RQnk9oLiQMbYH1BkqGghOoyrI0nNYkq5E7ZjV9ZZeKeyVe5IzB4rmrps9YgXTSn8cDxQ_nLCpG09Ec0LpW-ohvOZ22XfeIc0SU3q9pGBaUYbsrD3IrUF8_UAyZSpflVI7cSwbA5SqXWJbqs9vqDq4XFaOm81-qXldrUlKq9yQ0N-OB1u3sf6LINo3wBXMUjHvKZzn_rooWfNJgHOuAv6xfKImY7yjLX0UTQ2s8xMqvjPJWLZmHGgL9qaSfW0tvBE6SxsnAj-Tb7KYUeQ==&c=kN-FP0qg465-qfWvRSC_myvBZLh5ND4fTF8vwoPXkxpNXW6TCkXB6g==&ch=OnuWHgXwheiHIIgTAKtLcqyJ8i4WTVQ_lxH7pPQ7DZGwoPinVl6nBA==
https://e6z9jncab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vo3JeB8AFHLwdbAwttDeZC-8AY41leIAsRHV_HApVSgGXi-MYnIUsQVCMCiEc1iYpUJZYBubcVSuOVmz2Fd0gNrccJlDc_Tlief1YRfTm47QVYsPmwAmWDc4934R8ph0Zz6IsNkePTSdWXDJGV9mjeRoHR0T3OTgX-Z6gE236ZmXNJYY4mbegA==&c=kN-FP0qg465-qfWvRSC_myvBZLh5ND4fTF8vwoPXkxpNXW6TCkXB6g==&ch=OnuWHgXwheiHIIgTAKtLcqyJ8i4WTVQ_lxH7pPQ7DZGwoPinVl6nBA==
https://e6z9jncab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vo3JeB8AFHLwdbAwttDeZC-8AY41leIAsRHV_HApVSgGXi-MYnIUsQVCMCiEc1iYpUJZYBubcVSuOVmz2Fd0gNrccJlDc_Tlief1YRfTm47QVYsPmwAmWDc4934R8ph0Zz6IsNkePTSdWXDJGV9mjeRoHR0T3OTgX-Z6gE236ZmXNJYY4mbegA==&c=kN-FP0qg465-qfWvRSC_myvBZLh5ND4fTF8vwoPXkxpNXW6TCkXB6g==&ch=OnuWHgXwheiHIIgTAKtLcqyJ8i4WTVQ_lxH7pPQ7DZGwoPinVl6nBA==
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107 DAYS: KAMALA HARRIS’ BOOK ROCKETS OFF SHELVES IN FIRST WEEK

107

By Lauren Burke
Publisher Simon &
Schuster announced

that the campaign mem-
oir of former Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, 107
Days, has sold 350,000
copies in one week. The
sales total includes print,
ebooks, and audiobooks.
The numbers released
by the publisher reflect
that Harris’ book will be
the top political book of
2025. The book goes into
the details of Harris’ un-
expected 107-day 2024
presidential campaign.
The former Vice Presi-
dent became a famous
nominee after President
Biden dropped out of
the race for The White
House on July 21, 2024.
Biden dropped out after
a disastrous debate per-
formance against Donald
Trump on June 27, 2024.
Biden appeared con-
fused and was slow to
answer many questions
and many attributed his
issues to his age.
Shortly before Biden’s
withdrawal there was in-
ternal debate on whether
there should be a hastily
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put together Democrat-
ic primary. But with only
a short time left in the
campaign before Elec-
tion Day — Vice Presi-
dent Harris became the
nominee. But the cam-

paign was only 107 days
because of Biden’s late
timing in exiting the race.
While there has been in-
ternal criticism within the
Democratic Party push-

Harris relays in her book,
the strong interest and
response by the public in
the form of strong book
sales and packed ap-
pearances is evidence of
strong public interest.
According to Simon &
Schuster, the book has
already been ordered
for a Sth printing. A 5th
printing of “107 Days”
will bring the number of
hardcover copies in print
to 500,000. Harris’ book
has a chance to be a his-
toric best seller. Michelle
Obama’s memoir “Be-
coming” is widely consid-
ered the most-read po-
litical memoir of all time.
The 2018 book sold over
8 million copies globally
and discussed issues of
identity, race, ambition,
family, and public service.

Ask Rusty: Should my
Spouse be getting half of my
Social Security amount?

Michael Jackson Tribute Concert

“The Michael Jackson Estate is not affiliated, associated, or connected with
“MJ Live Tribute Concert,” nor has it endorsed or sponsored “MJ Live Tribute Concert.”
Michael Jackson portrayed by Jalles Franca.

Saturday, October 18, 2025 at 8 p.m.

ing back against what

Dear Rusty: | was referred to
you to ask a question about
Social Security benefits.
| receive about $1,700
a month from Social t

Security while my —~ - JE:;‘
husband receives W; a0y '
only approximate- USA.

ly $750 monthly.

Is he entitled to file

for half of my Social
Security as a monthly
benefit without touching
my amount? Signed: Curi-
ous Wife

Dear Curious Wife: For infor-
mation, spousal benefits are one
of the most misunderstood areas
of Social Security. A spouse does
not always get half of their partner’s
Social Security benefit — how much
the spouse gets is determined by
their age when the spouse benefit
is claimed, and it is always based
upon both partner’s full retirement
age (FRA) benefit, regardless of
when they actually claimed Social
Security. The partner with the lower
SS benefit can only get half of the
other spouse’s FRA amount if that
partner takes the spouse benefit at
(or after) their personal SS full retire-
ment age (FRA). And each spouse’s
FRA may be different depending on
the year they were born (FRA today
is somewhere between age 66 and
67, depending on the person’s year
of birth).

Here are two basic rules for a
lower earning marital partner to get
spouse benefits:

» The lower earning spouse’s FRA
entittement must be less than 50%
of the higher earning spouse’s FRA
entittement. FRA amounts are used,
even if SS benefits were claimed
earlier than, or later than, full retire-
ment age, and FRA amounts are
frequently different than the monthly
amounts actually being received.

i SECe,

» If one spouse’s FRA amount
is less than 50% of the oth-
er spouse’s FRA amount,

the difference between
those two amounts can
be added to the lower
earning spouse’s SS
retirement amount,

to become their

?j. |II Ill 5:’ spousal benefit. That
*’I?f ,.;:'-. may, or may not,
NigTE

equal half of the high-
er earning spouse’s FRA
amount.

So, if you claimed your Social Se-
curity exactly at your own full retire-
ment age, and your husband also
claimed his Social Security exactly
at his own full retirement age, then
- based on the numbers you provid-
ed — your husband is likely entitled
to about $850 per month, instead of
his current $750. And that would not
affect your own SS benefit in any
way.

Your FRA entitlement would need
to be more than twice your hus-
band’s FRA entitlement for him to
receive a spousal boost from you.
But if either of you claimed Social
Security before (or after) your re-
spective full retirement ages, your
husband would not get 50% of your
benefit.

This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does not
represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA and
the AMAC Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or endorsed
by the Social Security Administra-
tion or any other governmental en-
tity. To submit a question, visit our
website (amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory) or
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org.


https://6lzl9gjab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HWX0rhYKmcJI29Idc2ykTs1FICvqQXxFaLb6l9JEprnmsGuFbzP-G8YFBvZ01yaO60y2Ov1A_Bgrwlm2Q0TfCJB1sJWR8U7I6MxnsAbozyt_sAe7N4Pj7WRdUS2HezUkiSKAMKOlqi3NkHlfwhvnBFOsWAg6aHeDlk43fMMQ6uco0ScEL68Simz6dRnR7FOH2GuZpxVQeaA=&c=BkmDnLwmyYKjpNySdpJCpVC8C-S9VatIszBdg9_qv0bKtl0Qqzk63g==&ch=p94vO_QldHmAaI60jsRbIL11DAKA1vA_TKPGsvQjtrIr4_47nZsEDQ==
https://6lzl9gjab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HWX0rhYKmcJI29Idc2ykTs1FICvqQXxFaLb6l9JEprnmsGuFbzP-G8YFBvZ01yaO60y2Ov1A_Bgrwlm2Q0TfCJB1sJWR8U7I6MxnsAbozyt_sAe7N4Pj7WRdUS2HezUkiSKAMKOlqi3NkHlfwhvnBFOsWAg6aHeDlk43fMMQ6uco0ScEL68Simz6dRnR7FOH2GuZpxVQeaA=&c=BkmDnLwmyYKjpNySdpJCpVC8C-S9VatIszBdg9_qv0bKtl0Qqzk63g==&ch=p94vO_QldHmAaI60jsRbIL11DAKA1vA_TKPGsvQjtrIr4_47nZsEDQ==
mailto:ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org
mailto:ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org
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Auto/Sports

Five Garage
Safety Tips

(Family Features) When you throw open the
windows, you'll likely be spending more time
with the garage door open, too. Make access
to your outdoor equipment safer with these
tips to get your garage ready for the warmer
months.

Organizing clutter is part of the process, but
warmer weather can also serve as a reminder
to make sure your garage equipment and fea-
tures are secure and functioning properly.

* Your garage floor tends to capture grime
and grit from the outdoors, especially where
your car sits. Take time to thoroughly sweep
and mop, but also take stock of the floor's con-
dition for any chips or other damage that may
grow worse over time and pose a risk for trip-
ping or other safety issues.

* Check your garage door performance. En-
sure doors are rolling smoothly with no hitch-
es. If you do happen to notice any abnormal-
ities, it's a good time to investigate. In some
cases, a little grease or a minor adjustment is
all you need to get things back on track.

ab ]
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* Don't forget to check your garage door
sensors, too. Warmer weather means animals
and children (and their toys) are more likely to
find themselves in an automated door's path
when it begins to lower. Ensure sensors are
operating properly to prevent injury or proper-
ty damage.

* Verify all outlets, lights and other electri-
cal features are in proper operating condition
and all wires are intact and free of damage or
fraying.

* Ensure any poisonous materials, such as
paint, garden pesticides, cleaners and auto-
motive fluids, are safely stored out of reach
of pets and children that may have increased
access to the garage during warmer months.
Also check for spills or leaks of any potentially
hazardous or flammable materials.

Taking time to safety-proof your garage can
provide your family months of stress-free use.
Find more tips for getting your garage in order
at eLivingtoday.com.

Photo courtesy of Unsplash
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Source: Family Features

A Guide to Identifying Common Garage Door Issues

(Family Features) Garage doors
can experience a variety of issues,
from minor annoyances to major
malfunctions. However, regular
maintenance can not only ensure
safety and longevity, but also pre-
vent small issues from escalating
into costly problems.

Common problems include the
door not opening or closing prop-
erly, unusual noises during oper-
ation, the door reversing before it
fully closes, uneven door move-
ment and slow response time from
the opener or remote control.

Identifying the root cause is the
first step to fixing the issue.

* Door not opening or closing
properly: This could be due to
misaligned sensors, which can
be fixed by adjusting the sen-
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sor brackets at the bottom of the
tracks or cleaning the lenses.

* Noisy door: This can typically
be resolved by tightening all the
hardware, including hinges, bolts
and screws - as well as the open-
er's chain or belt - or lubricating
the moving parts such as rollers,
hinges and tracks. Be sure to re-
place any that are worn out or
damaged.

* Door reversing before it hits
the floor: Often caused by an ob-
struction in the path of the door or
a misadjusted limit setting. Check
for an object blocking the door (or
a sensor) or reset the limit to alle-
viate.

* Door moving unevenly: Possi-
bly due to worn-out springs or ca-
bles, it's often best to replace the

damaged parts.

* Slow opener response time:
Try reprogramming the opener or
replacing the batteries in the re-
move control to get more prompt
response times (and potentially
range) from your opener.

While many garage door main-
tenance tasks can be handled by
homeowners, certain situations
warrant professional intervention.
For instance, if you notice signifi-
cant damage to the springs or ca-
bles, it's best to call a professional.

Discover more easy and effec-
tive DIY solutions for common
garage door problems at eLiving-
today.com.

Photo courtesy of Shutterstock
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Source: eLivingtoday.com
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G0OD CREDIT?
799 _BAD CREDIT?

FIRST TIME BUYER?

BRN/ B SKIN, SRDROW

NO CREDIT?

2019 LINCOLN NAUTILUS
BLI/ TAN, LOADED |

ALL WITH LOW MILES,
CERTIFIED PRE OWNED, FROM 5 21 - 29K!

GET CLEAN FOR SPRING!
Choose from Northwest Ohio's Best Used

Cars. We specialize in SUPER CLEAN,
ALMOST NEW 2015 and newer

pre-owned vehicles.


https://6lzl9gjab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HWX0rhYKmcJI29Idc2ykTs1FICvqQXxFaLb6l9JEprnmsGuFbzP-G8YFBvZ01yaO60y2Ov1A_Bgrwlm2Q0TfCJB1sJWR8U7I6MxnsAbozyt_sAe7N4Pj7WRdUS2HezUkiSKAMKOlqi3NkHlfwhvnBFOsWAg6aHeDlk43fMMQ6uco0ScEL68Simz6dRnR7FOH2GuZpxVQeaA=&c=BkmDnLwmyYKjpNySdpJCpVC8C-S9VatIszBdg9_qv0bKtl0Qqzk63g==&ch=p94vO_QldHmAaI60jsRbIL11DAKA1vA_TKPGsvQjtrIr4_47nZsEDQ==
https://6lzl9gjab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HWX0rhYKmcJI29Idc2ykTs1FICvqQXxFaLb6l9JEprnmsGuFbzP-G8YFBvZ01yaO60y2Ov1A_Bgrwlm2Q0TfCJB1sJWR8U7I6MxnsAbozyt_sAe7N4Pj7WRdUS2HezUkiSKAMKOlqi3NkHlfwhvnBFOsWAg6aHeDlk43fMMQ6uco0ScEL68Simz6dRnR7FOH2GuZpxVQeaA=&c=BkmDnLwmyYKjpNySdpJCpVC8C-S9VatIszBdg9_qv0bKtl0Qqzk63g==&ch=p94vO_QldHmAaI60jsRbIL11DAKA1vA_TKPGsvQjtrIr4_47nZsEDQ==
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THE CONSTITUTION IS NOT PARTISAN

continued from page 12
Washington, D.C., people
gathered for counter-ac-
tion, attending “No Kings”
protests to “reject author-
itarianism.” Ahead of the
demonstrations in D.C.,
Trump warned “people

that want to protest will be
met with big force,” saying
participants are “people
that hate our country.”
Despite the intimidat-
ing warning, demonstra-
tors will continue to exer-
cise their right to protest.

We elected a president,
but Gov. Pritzker is cor-
rect. We have a “wan-
nabe dictator” who wants
to prevent citizens from
exercising their right to
protest peacefully. He is
targeting political oppo-

nents, purging top gen-
erals from the military,
imposing his will over the
arts, installing loyalists to
deconstruct the federal
bureaucracy, and he is
taking power from Con-
gress while expecting

the Supreme Court to
also fall in line. Because
the U.S. Constitution
is not partisan, Repub-
licans and Democrats
who found themselves
protesting Trump policies
should also be protesting

the Trump dictatorship.

David W. Marshall is
the founder of the faith-
based organization TRB:
The Reconciled Body
and the author of the
book God Bless Our Di-
vided America.

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Announces the Opening of the Public Housing Waiting List

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will open the public housing waiting list on Wednesday, October 8, 2025, at
8:30 am. The pre-application process will close on Friday, October 10, 2025, at 4:30 p.m. The pre-application
must be submitted during this period.

Note: This notice does not apply to the Housing Choice Voucher waiting list. That waiting list will open soon.

How to Apply:

. Go to LMH’s website: www.lucasmha.org.

. Click on "Apply Online."

. Fill out and submit the online pre-application.

Important Information:

. There is no fee to apply.

. You cannot get or turn in pre-applications at any LMH office. You must apply online.

. It doesn’t matter if you apply on the first or last day. All eligible pre-applications will then be included in a
random computer lottery that will pick candidates to begin the full application process to be added to the
waiting list.

. Placement on the waiting list does not guarantee eligibility for admission to the program.

Questions?
. Call LMH at (419) 259-9477 or (419) 259-9427. LMH will respond to your call within 48 hours of the next
business day.

Special Help:

. If you need help applying because of a disability, send a written request by Wednesday, October 1, 2025.
You can e-mail requests to jhicks@lucasmha.org or rrichardson@lucasmha.org; mail them to Lucas Met-
ropolitan Housing, Public Housing pre-application, 424 Jackson St. Toledo, OH 43604; or call the phone
numbers above. Include your name, address, phone number, and e-mail in your request.

. LMH has also partnered with the Toledo-Lucas County Public Libraries to provide free technical assistance
with completing and submitting the online waiting list pre-applications. Assistance is available at any branch
during regular library business hours.
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La Vivienda de Lucas Metropolitana Anuncia la Apertura de la Lista de Espera de Vivienda Publica

La Vivienda de Lucas Metropolitan (LMH) abrira la lista de espera de vivienda publica el miércoles, 8 de
octubre de 2025, a las 8:30 a. m. El proceso de pre - solicitud se cerrara el viernes 10 de octubre de
2025 a las 4:30 p. m. La pre - solicitud debe enviarse dentro de este periodo.

Nota : Este aviso no se aplica a la lista de espera de Vales de Eleccién de Vivienda (Housing Choice
Voucher). Esa lista de espera se abrira préximamente.

. Visite el sitio web de LMH : www.lucasmha.org.
. Haga clic en "Apply Online" (Solicitar en linea).
. Complete y envie la pre - solicitud en linea.

Informacién importante :

. No hay ningun costo para solicitar.

. No se puede obtener ni entregar solicitudes previas en ninguna de las oficinas de LMH. Debe
presentar su solicitud en linea.

. No importa si presenta la solicitud el primer o el ultimo dia. Todas las pre - solicitudes que
cumplan los requisitos se incluiran en un sorteo aleatorio por ordenador que seleccionara a los
candidatos para iniciar con el proceso de solicitud completo y ser afiadidos a la lista de espera.

. La inclusién en la lista de espera no garantiza la elegibilidad para la admision en el programa.

Preguntas?
. Llame a LMH al (419) 259-9477 o al (419) 259-9427. LMH respondera a su llamada dentro de

las 48 horas posteriores al siguiente dia habil.

Ayuda especial :
. Si necesita ayuda para presentar la solicitud debido a una discapacidad, envie una solicitud

por escrito a mas tardar el dia miércoles, 1 de octubre de 2025. Puede enviar su solicitud
por correo electrénico a jhicks@lucasmha.org o al correo electrénico rrichardson@lucasmha.
org; por correo postal a "Lucas Metropolitan Housing™, Pre - solicitud de vivienda publica, 424
Jackson St. Toledo, OH 43604; o llamar a los niumeros de teléfono mencionados anteriormente.
Incluya su nombre, direccion, nimero de teléfono y correo electrénico en su solicitud.

. LMH también se ha asociado con las bibliotecas publicas del condado de Toledo-Lucas para
poder proporcionar asistencia técnica gratuita para completar y enviar las solicitudes previas de
la lista de espera en linea. La asistencia esta disponible en cualquier sucursal durante el horario
habitual de atencién de la biblioteca.
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