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MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

I'am delighted to learn that the UGC Centre for Women’s Studies is presenting the sixth edition of its
newsletter, Sruti: the CWS Commmunique.

I congratulate the team for their tireless endeavour towards a gender equal society and for carving a
niche for themselves as one of the most prominent Women’s Studies Centres in the counttry.

As the university has just recently celebrated its Diamond Jubilee, I feel it is an opportune occasion to
put on record the laurels, the landmarks and the milestones achieved by its women faculties, employees,
researchers and students, thereby taking the university to greater heights. They have not only earned
distinction for themselves but have also been a huge source of inspiration to generations of young
women who ate determined to challenge stereotypes and move beyond boundaries.

In particular, the UGC Centre for Women’s Studies envisages a gender equal society, where, all individuals
irrespective of sex are endowed with equal opportunities and access to resources to nurture their dreams
and follow their passions. From the Activity Reports, I have been given to understand that the faculties,
research scholars and students at the Centre have always stood up to give fruition to the nation’s vision

of Viksit Bharat, 2047.

Besides, from organising awareness programmes on various women related issues ranging from health
to government led schemes to initiating serious academic engagements, the Centre has been at the
forefront of all initiatives towatds attainment of the UN Sustainable Development Goals by 2030,
especially SDG 5 which aims at granting equal opportunities to all gendered minorities. And the Centre
does this all, taking in its fold all stakeholders—former faculties, alumni, activists and women from
varied professional, socio-economic, geographical, linguistic, cultural backgrounds.

We understand that the Centre has had to walk through rough terrain while making itself heard and seen
in the regional and the national fora, but we note with appreciation the team’s zeal to turn all challenges
into opportunities and march forward. The result is for all to be seen: research projects sponsored by
the Ministry of Women and Child Development and National and State Commission for Women,
International and National Conferences with frequent visits by noted national and international scholars
and activists, collaborations with government as well as non- government organisations of repute and
of course, annual publication of the Journal and the Newsletter. At this point, I would like to congratulate
the Team at UGC CWS for having received financial assistance of Rupees Fifteen Lakhs under OIL’s
CSR Project, “OIL Shrishti” towards Development of Infrastructure.

T wish the Director i/c, the faculties, students and employees at the UGC Centre for Women’s Studies all
success in their future endeavours.

ot —

(Jiten Hazarika)
Dated Dibrugarh, the 18th August, 2025



UGC CENTRE FOR WOMEN’S STUDIES

Dibrugarh University
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From the Chair.....

Namaskar!

Greetings from the UGC Centre for Women’s Studies, Dibrugarh University!

It is August and it is that time of the year when we take you to our journey through the past one year...
Presenting Sruti: the CWS Communique, 6.0.

Let me begin with a word of gratitude to each and everyone who has been with us throughout yet another
eventful year—the Honourable Vice Chancellor, Professor Jiten Hazarika, the Registrar, Dr.
Paramananda Sonowal and their respective offices, the esteemed officials at the Women’s Studies
Section, UGC, New Delhi, senior faculties, members of the Advisory Board and the Board of
Management, students, research scholars and employees at Dibrugarh University, our Research Project
Sponsors (National Commission for Women, Ministry of Women and Child Development and other
government and non-government agencies), faculties and students from colleges affiliated to Dibrugarh
University and the universities both within the region and country...in fact I could go on and on, yet I
fear missing a few more names and organisations. To put it short, we are overwhelmed at the support

and cooperation that not only kept us going but inspired us to keep aiming higher and higher.

We at the Centre have been going all out to every nook and corner within and in the vicinity of the
University as we strive to spread the message of gender equality in the society. To this end, we have been
actively engaged in academic deliberations, in the form of national and international seminars and invited
lectures, research projects and field visits by students and outreach and extension activities in and around

Dibrugarh District.

Yet, while all that we do and say seems rosy and bright, we cannot but help feel concerned about the fact
that the real progress is yet to start. We are waiting with baited breath to witness Women’s Studies being
treated with equal “seriousness” as any other discipline. We are desperately hoping that it will be not
long before all responsible citizens of the society realise that at the root of a society free from all kinds
of discrimination and violence against women lies a revolutionary change in the mindset of people and
that such a change can happen only when Women’s Studies as a discipline receives a place of pride in

the academia and amongst activists.

Till then, I solicit your cooperation as we continue pushing boundaries and shaking systems...

Please feel free to reach out to us with your suggestions, feedback and support.

LG,

Dated Dibrugarh, the 19" of August 2025 Nasmeem F. Akhtar
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THE CENTRE AT A GLANCE
2024-25

The UGC Centre for Women's Studiess,
Dibrugarh University, is one of the UGC
approved Women's Studies Centres in the
country and second such Centre in the
North East region of India. It was approved
by the UGC in November 2004 after being
founded as a Centre (Project) in 1998 with
a UGC grant under the IX Plan. The Centre
hasbeenactivelyinvolved in manyfacetsof
women's studies and gender issues since

its establishment, including advocacy for
women's causes, gender sensitization,
oral history, violence against women, and
the preservation and documentation of
diverse experiences of women. The Centre
has been working on topics pertaining

to women, gender, and women's
empowerment through teaching,
research, training, documentation,

dissemination, and extension activities.

GENDER/ BENDER: TEACHING PROGRAMMES

The UGC Centre for Women's Studies
believes the classroom as the field and
the field as the classroom. The Centre
is currently offering M.A. and Ph.D.
Programme in Women's Studies. Apart
from that the Centre offers Generic
Elective (GE) Courses and Ability Enhance
Courses (AEC) to students from various

Departments and Centres for Studies
of Dibrugarh University. Further, the
students at various Colleges affiliated to
Dibrugarh University have been opting
Generic Elective (GE) Courses and Skill
Enhance Courses (SEC) offered under the
Four Year Under Graduate Programme
(FYUGP) in Women's Studies.
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ACROSS BREADTHS AND DEPTHS:

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

The Centre’s research encompasses a broad spectrum of topics related to the social,
political,and economic lives of women, with a focus on their experiences, contributions,
and the challenges they face within society. It critically explores how intersecting
identities—such as gender, race, and class—shape individual experiences and influence
broader social structures. The research topics have been carefully selected to raise
awareness among students, while studies have been conducted in the surrounding
areas of Dibrugarh University. This localized focus aims to generate and disseminate
knowledge specific to the region, thereby enriching the understanding of women'’s
issues in the nearby areas of Dibrugarh University.

As a part of Research activity, the Centre has been publishing the Annual Journal of
Women's Studies (A Multidisciplinary, Bilingual & Peer reviewed Journal).

ISSN : 2231-6485
Volume - V

JOURNAT
of

WOMEN’S
STUDIES

(A Multidisciplinary, Bilingual &
Peer Reviewed Journal)
EDITORS
Barnali Das and Lonee Dowerah

UGC CENTRE FOR WOMEN’
DIBRUGARH UNIVERSITY
August 2024 DIBRUGARH- 786 004

The fifth Volume of its Annual Journal - Journal of Women's Studies

(A Muftidi?ciplinary, Bilingual & Peer reviewed Journal) on August 2024.
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The Fourth Semester students of the Batch 2022-
25, have completed their M.A. dissertations on the WOMEN iN POLICE : GHALLENGES, EMPLOYMENT
AND STATUS OF WOMEN POLICE IN DIBURAGH
following topics: DISCTRICT OF ASSAM
® Unveiling Silence Understanding the Layers of
Sexual Harassment
® \Women's Lives and Caste Realities: An
Ethnographic Study of Moranhabi Village,
Chairaideo, Assam
® Between Exclusion and Inclusion: Women in
Campus Politics at Dibrugarh
® The Rituals of ‘Horu Biya: A Feminist Analysis
and Study of Tuloni Biya
® A Study on Arunodoi Scheme in the area of
Barpather Gaon Panchayat of Dibrugarh District
® Menstruation and Matrimony: Listening to the
Stories of Menstruating Bodies and Marital

Bodies
® Cender and Body: Documenting the Rights, FROM WOME TO WORLD: AN EXPLORATION OF
P . . . . . BIRTH STORIES DURING THE TIME PERIOD OF
Privileges and Discrimination Faced by Muslim COVID-19 PANDEMIC
Women i

® AStudy of Female Domestic Workers of Sivasagar
District: Challenges and Emergent Issues

® Unveiling the Invisible: Documenting the
Narratives of Health and lliness Realities of
Female Students with Physical Disabilities in
Dibrugarh University.

® Representation of Mother Figure on Bollywood
Movies

® Cender Norms and Roles on Screen

® Continuing Women Education after Marriage

® Cender Based Violence on Screen

® \Women in Police: Challenges, Employment and

Status of Women Police in Dibrugarh District of
Assam Gaon Panchayat of Dibragarh District

A Stady on Arunodel Scheme in the area of Barpather

® A Study of Pradhan Mantri Mantru Vandana
Yojana (PMMVY), with special reference to
Amguri, Sivasagar

® Analysis of Work- Life Balance of Female Nurses
in Hospitals — Comparative Study Between
Few Selected Private and Public Hospitals in
Sivasagar District

® Domestic Violence: Unveiling the realities and
experiences through women'’s voices

® From Womb to World: An Exploration of Birth
Stories During the Time Period of Covid-19
Pandemic
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DOCUMENTING ‘HERSTORIES’

Documentation forms a significant component of the Centre's work. During the
2024-25 period, the Centre released the fifth volume of its newsletter Sruti: The
CWS Communique.

UGC CENTRE FOR WOMEN'S STUDIES
DIBRUGARH UNIVERSITY

As part of the coursework, students are 5 = —— ==

encouraged to engage with diverse topics S

within the field of Women'’s Studies for

their project work. Some of the broad

areas explored include:

® Documentation and analysis of the
portrayal and normalization of gender-
based violence in advertisements and
Assamese short films

® Normalization of gender-based violence
in web series

RN

® Documentation and analysis of the
portrayal and normalization of gender-
based violence in Assamese songs

® Documentation and analysis of the
portrayal and normalization of gender-
based violence in Assamese movies

® \Women and entrepreneurship

® \Women and self-help groups
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REACHING OUT -

OUTREACH AND EXTENSION

SEMINARS / CONFERENCES
National Seminar

“Harnessing Al Opportunities for Women”

Oon 20t 2024, the UGC
Centre for Women's Studies, Dibrugarh

November,
University in collaboration with the
National Commission for Women, New
Delhi hosted a National Seminar on the
topic “Harnessing Al Opportunities for
Women". The seminar was inaugurated
by the Vice Chancellor Professor Jiten
Hazarika and was attended by college and
university faculties, students, research
scholars, lawyers and other professionals.
Director i/c of the Centre and convenor
of the seminar, Dr. Nasmeem F. Akhtar
welcomed the delegates while the key
note address was delivered by noted
scholar Professor Rekha Pande, former
Director of the Centre for Women's Studies
and Department of History, University of
Hyderabad and Professor Emeritus, Henry
Martin Institute, International Centre for
Institutional Research, Interfaith Relations
and Reconciliation. Advocate Sumitra
Sarma of Gauhati High Court, Dr. Suresh
Pande from the Society for Empowerment
through Environment Development and
Professor

Professor Surajit Borkotokey,

'*HWﬁg Al Opportunities for Women"
e e

of Mathematics, Dean Students’ Affairs
Affairs,
Dibrugarh University participated as

and Director of International

resource persons in the seminar. Issues
in STEM fields,
driven technology

like gender disparity
advantages of Al-
to address concerns like effects of

climate change, legal implications of
indiscriminate use of Al, ways and means
to tackle threats to individual privacy and
the need for extensive research and study
of the gender implications of Al were
deliberated upon in the business sessions

of the seminar.




International Conference on
“Women’s Studies in STEM:
Convergences and
Divergences”

An International Conference on “Women's Studies in
STEM: Convergences and Divergences” was organized
on 4% and 5% of March 2025, by the UGC Centre for
Women's Studies, Dibrugarh University. Prof. Geraldine
Forbes, Distinguished Teaching Professor Emerita,
Department of History, State University of New York,
Oswego; Dr. Purabi Saikia, recipient of the Rashtriya
Vigyan Puraskar: Vigyan Yuva - Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar
2024 in Environmental Science and Associate Professor,
Department of Botany, Banaras Hindu University; and Dr.
Pronoy Rai, Associate Professor of Geography, School of
Earth, Environment & Society, Portland State University,
were invited as distinguished resource persons. A total
of 31 paper presenters participated and shared their
valuable contributions across the various themes of the
conference.

N STEM:
ERGENCES"
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HAND IN HAND: COLLABORATIVE WORKSHOPS

No Space for Work:
Audio Workshop

The Centre in collaboration with Zubaan, New Delhi
organized a Three Days Workshop on ‘No Space for
Work: Audio Workshop' from 20" October - 22
October, 2024. The objective of the workshop was to
raise participants’ awareness of audio storytelling and
to enrich their experience as feminist researchers. A
total of 11 participants attended the workshop. They
engaged in discussions about personal and self-
researched stories and incidents, complemented
by various activities such as ice-breaking exercises
and imitations to enhance their confidence. On the
second day, participants were instructed on story
presentation, script writing, and the incorporation of
sound effects. Finally, on the third day, there was a
concluding discussion regarding the stories chosen by
the participants. The workshop significantly expanded
the participants’ understanding of storytelling through
an innovative and effective audio medium.
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Critical School on Queer Theory:
Global Discourses to Local Realities

The UGC Centre for Women's Studies
in collaboration with Akam Foundation
Dibrugarh, organized a two day workshop
on ‘Critical School on Queer Theory:
Global Discourses to Local Realities’ at
the Conference Hall of UGC Centre for
Women's Studies on 4™ and 5% June,
2025. Noted feminist activist and trainer
of grass root women Sarika Sinha from
Coady Institute, Canada was invited as a
resource person. These two daysworkshop
brought together 30 participants who
were emerging activist from LGBTQIA+
community from Assam and Manipur and
also research scholar from universities
like Gauhati University, Cotton University,
North- East Hill University, Tezpur
University, Assam Women's University
and Dibrugarh University came together.
The two day journey was full of reflection
from global context to local realities.

| = ; i
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IN COMMEMORATION:

CELEBRATION OF

SIGNIFICANT DAYS

International Menstrual Hygiene Day

On the occasion of International
Menstrual Hygiene Day Dr. Nasmeen
F. Akhtar, Director (i/c) of the centre
participated in a discussion on menstrual
hygiene by Akashvani, Dibrugarh which
was broadcast on 27t May, 2024

To mark International Menstrual Hygiene
Day on 28" May, 2024, the faculty and the
students of the UGC Centre for Women's
Studies visited PAHI the sanitary napkin
production and marketing unit set up
under Project ‘OIL Shakti’ at Laipuli,
Tinsukia. This unit is run and maintained
by women who manufacture hygienic
sanitary napkinsandthe sameis marketed
at a subsidized rate.

World Breastfeeding

Week, Closing The Gap:

Breastfeeding Support for all

In connection with “World Breastfeeding
of the centre participated in a discussion
Gap: Breastfeeding Support for all by Akas

August, 2024
Akashvani Dibrugarh
August 2, 2024 -

Week” Dr. Nasmeen F. Akhtar, Director (i/c)
on World Breastfeeding Week, Closing The
hvani, Dibrugarh which was broadcast on 2"

Listen to a Discussion in English on “Closing The Gap : Breastfeeding Support For

All", in connection with “World Breastfe
Participants- Dr.Rina Ahmed, Former H.

eding Week.
Q.D., Department of Obstetrics &

Gynaecology, Dr. Rita Panyang, Associate Professor,Department of Paediatrics,
AMCE&H, Dr.Nasmeem Farhin Akhtar Associate Professor & Director I/C, UGC Centre
for Women's Studies, Dibrugarh University.

Tune in on 4.8.2024 at 930 P.M.

Page : 9
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Teachers’ Day

On the occasion of Teachers’ Day on 5%
September, 2024, Dr. Nasmeem F Akhtar,
Director ifc of UGC Centre for Women's
Studies delivered a lecture on ‘Women in
Indian Knowledge System’ to the students
of the UGC Centre for Women's Studies,
Dibrugarh University.

International Day of the Girl Child

As a part of the Celebration of the g

International Day of the Girl Child on T1th =
October, 2024 Mr. Deeptangshu Das,
Ph.D candidate in Religious Studies at the

Who Holds the Shakti? : Gender
Politics in this Season of

University of Denver, Colorado was invited Goddess Festival
iy
for an online lecture on the topic ‘Who BB LT i e

Unmarsity ol Deoer, Colormde, R
Frml; AN G

holds the Shakti?: Gender Politics in this
Season of Goddess Festival.

16 DAYS ACTIVISM AGAINST GENDER BASED VIOLENCE, 2024

From 25" November, 2024 to 10" December, 2024 the UGC Centre for Women's Studies
took up various activities in connection with the campaign 16 days Activism Against
Gender Based Violence :

25" November, 2024

An interactive session amongst the
students and faculties was organized to
deliberate on the topic “No Excuse, Unite
to End Violence Against Women."

27 November, 2024

Dr. Barnali Das delivered a lecture on
‘Reimagining Art and Education in the
Modern Era’ during an Online Lecture
Series organized by UGC CWS in
collaboration with the IQAC and Research
& Innovation Outcome Cell, PNGB Govt
Model College, Kakopathar.
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27" November, 2024

Ms. Debajanee Bora delivered online lectures on the topics- ‘State and Non-State
Actors, Safe Spaces, Sexual Harassment as Gender Based Violence and Gender-based
Violence; Female Genital Mutilation; and Honour Killing'- for the students of various
Departments and Centres for Studies of Dibrugarh University.

7t December, 2024

Dr. Barnali Das and Ms.Debajanee Bora acted as the resource persons in a workshop
on ‘Gender Based Violence' at Khowang College organized by the Office of the District
Social Welfare Officer, Sankalp: HEW (District Cell), Dibrugarh, Govt. of Assam as part of
16 days of activism Against Gender Based Violence!

National Girl Child Day

On 25™ January, 2025 Dr. Lonee Dowerah
delivered a lecture on the occasion of
National Girl Child Day titled “Empowering
Girls for a Bright Future” at Athabari Higher
Secondary School, Sivasagar.

i oPs Map Camera

International Day of Women and
Girls in Science

To commemorate the International Day
of Women and Girls in Science on 11th
February, 2025, Prof. Dipsikha Bora, Dean,
Faculty of Biological Sciences, Dibrugarh
University, and Prof. Subrata Borgohain
Gogoi, Dean, Faculty of Earth Sciences
and Energy, Dibrugarh University, were
invited for a panel discussion held in the
conference hall of the UGC Centre for
® Women's Studies, Dibrugarh University.
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International Women'’s Day

A series of events were conducted to mark the celebration of International Women'’s Day

T)Lecture on International Women's Day, 3)Dr. Lonee Dowerah, participated

2025- “Accelerate Action” by Nasmeem as resource person at International
F. Akhtar at Tinsukia College on 8% Women's Day celebration organized
March 2025. by Attabarrie Tea Estate Community

Development Forum, Sivasagar on 8"
2)Dr. Barnali Das and Debajanee Bora March 2025.

participated as resource persons at the
International Women's Day celebration 4)Dr. Nasmeem F. Akhtar, participated as
2025 organised by District SANKALP: Chief Guest and Panelist at International
Hub for Empowerment of Women and Women's day Celebration, 2025
Child Development Department at organised by Women Development
the Training Hall, Office of the District Forum, Assam Asset, ONGC, Nazira on
Commissioner, Dibrugarh on 8% March 12t March 2025.
2025.

One Billion Rising, 2024

The Centre organized a series of event to
celebrate “One Billion Rising” — a global
campaign to create awareness in order to
end violence against women (cisgender,
transgender, and those who hold fluid
identities that are subject to gender-
based violence) in human history.

Movie Sereening and discussion by
Dr. Madhumita Purkavastha
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On 2" April, 2024 as a part of the campaign
of One Billion Rising 2024, a movie
Screening programme was organized
which was followed by a discussion by
Dr. Madhumita Purkayastha, Associate
Professor, Department of English, DHSK
College, Dibrugarh.

The Centre in collaboration with Akam
Foundation organized a public lecture on
4t April, 2024. Abha Bhaiya, a pioneer of
feminist activist and founding member
of Jagori New Delhi and Jagori Rural
Charitable Trust, Himachal Pradesh
delivered a lecture on the topic “Towards

Feminist Future: Cross Movement

Solidarity Building”,atthe UGC Conference
Hall.

The Third Prof Aparna Dutt Mahanta
Memorial Lecture was organized on
28t August, 2024. Noted social activist
Dr. Behal, Chairperson of
North East Network, Guwahati, Assam
delivered a lecture on the topic “Women’s
Organisations and Women's Movementin
North East India”. She spoke of the genesis
of the women’s movement in Assam and
the Northeast. She gave the audience
a glimpse of the start of the women’s
movement in Dibrugarh, Tezpur, Dubri
and other places. She also mentioned
how the contributions of Dr. Aparna Dutt
Mahanta towards the feminist movement
and how she was instrumental in opening

Monisha
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Third
Prof. Aparna Dutt Mahanta

Memorial
Lecture

the UGC Centre for Women's Studies
in Dibrugarh University in 1998. She
concluded by stating that feminism is
aboutaddressing inequality between men
and women and this can be addressed by
convergences of ideas and collaborative
efforts among women organizations.
The programme was inaugurated by
Prof. Jiten Hazarika, Vice Chancellor of
Dibrugarh University. ‘Sruti’-the Centre's
Newsletter and the annual journal of the
Centre Journal of Women’s Studies, Vol.
V (A Multidisciplinary & Bilingual Journal)
were also released on the occasion by
noted scientist Dr Paramananda Mahanta.
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VOICING IT OUT : INTERACTIVE SESSIONS

Promoting Gender Inclusivity and Diversity in Education Institutions

The UGC Centre for Women's Studies
in collaboration with Akam Foundation
on 22" October, 2024 organized a
discussion programme on ‘Promoting
Gender Inclusivity and Diversity in
Education Institutions’ among the faculty
members of educational institutions. Dr.
Sumita Agarwal, Vice Principal, Dispur
College participated in the discussion
along with the Director i/c UGC Centre
for Women’'s Studies Dr. Nasmeem F.
Akhtar and Rituparna Neog from Akam
foundation. Faculties from colleges of
Dibrugarh, Lakhimpur and Margherita
also participated in the discussion.

In Discussion

A discussion with Ms. Dona Biswas,
Independent Researcher, Women's
Studies, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University,
Delhiand the Ph.D scholars of UGC Centre
for Women's Studies was held on 19" May,
2025.

FIELD VISITS : ENGAGING WITH THE COMMUNITY

Field Visit cum Research

The Fourth Semester students were taken for a field visit to Oll's CSR projects for
Women Empowerment Rupantar: OIL SWARNIBHAR and Baghjan on 17" May, 2024.

SWANIRBHAR

G5 ACTIVITY COMP




North-East Women
Entrepreneurs Association
(NEWEA) Exhibition

The Second and Fourth Semester
students were taken for a field visit
cum research trip to North-East
Women Entrepreneurs Association
(NEWEA) Exhibition on 9™ March,
2025 at Dibrugarh.

DO IT NOW, DO IT NEW: BEST PRACTICES AT THE CENTRE

In Fond Memory

In recognition and appreciation of their contribution to Dibrugarh University, four
Parallel Technical Sessions were titled as Professor Aparna Dutt Mahanta Memorial
Session, Professor Ruma Handique Memorial Session, Dr. Kabita Goswami Memorial
Session, and Professor Indira Barua Memorial Session in a two-day International
Conference on “Women's Studies in STEM: Convergences and Divergences” organised
by the Centre on 4-5 March 2025.

In Gratitude

A ‘Felicitation Programme’ to honour the retired female teachers in the Science
and Technology departments of Dibrugarh University for their contributions to
society, academia, and research was organized on 4™ March 2025, in conjunction
with the International Conference on ‘Women’s Studies in STEM: Convergences and
Divergences,’ by the UGC Centre for Women's Studies in collaboration with Internal
Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC), Dibrugarh University

@
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In Sisterhood

The UGC Centre for Women's Studies believes in empowering women and amplifying
their efforts in building inclusive, resilient communities. The Centre takes immense
pride in recognizing women who boldly tread paths less traveled and inspire others
along the way. To promote women entrepreneurs and small scale women organizations,
the Centre purchase items for felicitation and Conference Kits from organizations such
as North East Development Forum, Sivasagar by Priyam Hazarika, Ezaar Collective by
Barsha Sharma, and many other aspiring women entrepreneurs. Since the last year
the Centre has attempted to promote Ms. Nashita Shah, a budding photographer and
videographer to document our various progarmmes.

Mirroring Out: Presentation at
the office of the UGC, New Delhi

Dr. Nasmeem F. Akhtar and Ms. Debajanee Bora ;
made a presentation on the activities of the
Centre before the Secretary UGC Prof. Manish
R. Joshi on 27t August, 2024 at the UGC Office,
New Delhi.

Strength Matters : Financial Grant to UGC Centre for Women's
Studies, Dibrugarh University

nbrugars Ureveruty
 daagnt U (3
Rdr_ dndew AN bl Revitient Chee! Daoulive (NCT) of O Il | issded aoderiamd The T3 Datches of WA

EPEL W T el i, oy B 200, Aumanrey i, e amnoaroed 8 scholarship werth € 500000 for BA
(LR

e b

i i netuslarahip tor 10t (Prki e ichnoiogy) rudents wialh the e ssourd. Grart
o v Bhe LT Costne v WOeren's, Stiaders, TROngues Limpveriaty (T 15 Laihad and e

The UGC Centre for Women's Studies
has been sanctioned a financial grant
of Rs 15 Lakhs towards infrastructural
development by Oil India Limited,
Duliajan. This was announced by the
Resident Chief Executive of Oil India
Limited, Duliajan, Mr. Anfor Ali Haque in
a meeting at the Centre for Management
Studies, Dibrugarh University on 12t
August, 2024.
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SPOTLIGHT AT UGC CWS

News Published in Assam Tribune
On 22" August, 2024

News Published in Assam Tribune
On 23" Nov, 2024
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OUR STUDENTS, OUR PRIDE

Student’s placements (April 2024 - March 2025)

1. Ananya Bhuyan (Batch 2022-24) has secured a position as Project Assistant with
Shristi Organisation at Dibrugarh Municipality Board in Dibrugarh.

2. Bhukhan Jyoti Gogoi, (Batch 2021-23) served as a program consultant for Purva
Bharati Educational Trust in Jorhat from May 2024 to September 2024.

3. Bhukhan Jyoti Gogoi, (Batch 2021-23) is currently employed as a Program Associate
at Akam Foundation since September 2024.

4. Dharitri Gogoi (Batch 2022-24) was selected through campus recruitment as
Executive Trainee by Seven Sisters Development Assistance (SesTa) NGO.

Performance in Competitive Examinations

Rakhi Moni Dutta Darshana Hazarika Chimpy Baruah
(Batch 2019- 21) (Batch 2020-22) (Batch 2021-23)
Net Qualified Net Qualified Net Qualified
for admission to PhD for admission to PhD for admission to PhD

Laurels Won in the VARSITY WEEK, 2024 3. Group Category

Solo Category Prizes: Indian Chorus - 1¢t position
1. Shrestha Phukan (3@ semester) Biyanaam - 3@ Position

“Best Figure” Subtitle in Miss DU Biya Naam group Members:
2. Gouri Bora (3@ semester) Gayatree Borah

Ghazal - 2" Position Akanshya Muhit
Bhupendra sangeet - 2"? Position Urmimala Boruah
Jayanta sangeet - 15t Position Krittika Hondikoi

Bishnu rabha sangeet - 2" Position Bidikha Gogoi
Parboti Prashad Boruah sangeet - 15t Position Bhupalika Baruah
Modern song - 15t Position Gouri Bora
Folk song (solo) - 2 Position Rimpi Chutia

0 Barasha Lahon

[ ' 1 . 48 Indian Chorus Group: members:
' ' Akanshya Muhit

Gayatree Borah

Rimpi Chutia

Krittika Hondikoi
Annasha Boruah
Gouri Bora
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HEART TO HEART
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A Journey Led By Destiny......

Jasmine Gogoi (3 Semester)
UGC Centre for Women's Studies, Dibrugarh University

As | sit down on my table to write about my journey that
has led me to this centre, | feel nostalgic, | feel overwhelmed
with emotions.| was a student, preparing for my civil service
examination in a faraway city and pursuing a Masters degree
was never really my plan. But something within me just did not
sit well. The urge to know more, to learn more, to experience life
as an University student just kept pushing me back and forth
many at timesWhat | really needed was a bit of motivation to
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sit for an entrance test and so did | with the help of some really
amazing friends who were pursuing their Masters from this very
university.As | was a student from a literature background, | had
little knowledge about this course.But | was fascinated with its title
as it read “Women's Studies”.| knew | would learn something new.

| still remember the day when my classes started,|
could somehow relate to every instances stated to us as
an examplelt invoked a sense of awareness within me
that how being a woman we tend to normalise everything as a
tradition, custom or a norm, but the point is how can we make a
difference in this patriarchal society.This course not just made me
acquainted about the rigid structures we all live in but to voice
out against the injustices.It often raises questions in my mind that
why do we need to remain under the shade of a man to make a
decision for ourselveswhy are we meant to feel protected only
when we have a male figure by our side, why are we considered
womanly only if we know how to manage an entire household,why
do we have fear the thought of judgement on wanting to wear
something of our choice and so on and so forth. But the truth is
we all are one individual capable enough to voice out our needs,
make our independent choices, live a life that feels safe and sound.

If you ask me, how can a course make a distinct impact
in our life, it will be a lot.It shaped me as a person, a person who
thought cooking was a chore, have now developed this chore
as a life skill, but it also pushes me to voice out that it is not just a
woman's job but rather a skill we all should learn, irrespective of
our defined gendered roles.It is not just the gender dimensions we
look into but each terminologies has a deeper meaning in itself.
For instance,we all have faced some sort of harassment or violence
in our lives, in the form of depression,body shaming, eve-teasing,
domestic violences, verbal abuses, cyber crime and the like but
how often do we talk about it openly. Are we not made to hush it
up to ourselves just to safeguard the so-called honour of the house?
This centre has enlightened me about my strengths and weaknesses
that | hold within myself.It invokes a sense of power to speak up for
the right reasons, to voice out against the wrong.This centre has
not only carved my moral and personal growth, but it also pushes
me to strive for a future full of my dreams. And the day | walk out of
the centre | can confidently speak out that claiming our equal right
doesn't make us a feminist but rather feminism as a whole stands to
break down the shackles of disparity between a man and a woman
because we are all an individual meant to live a life of dignity and
honour.
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THE CENTRE IN ACTION : MOMENTS CAPTURED
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Contact

UGC Centre for Women's Studies
Dibrugarh University

Dibrugarh - 786004

Assam, India

dibru.cwsu@gmail.com

About the Cover Design

e | | |
Thisartwork representsasymbolicleader—awoman,afighter—not
SR_UTI ~ as asingle individual, but as the collective spirit of countless Indian
THE CWS COMMURIQUE | womenwhohavefoughtfortheirrights,theirnation,andtheirfamilies.
Vol. V1, 2025 r | Her saree's anchal, adorned with embedded faces and figures,
e ol embodies a lineage of courage — connecting historical freedom
fighters with contemporary activists. They are united by a
shared history and a collective struggle for justice and equality.
She stands as a symbol of women'’s progress, breaking through the
glassceilingtoclaimvisibility, power,andvoice. The narrativesuggests
women lifting each other up, building strength through solidarity.
The radiant light surrounding her represents hope, enlightenment,
and the positive change that women leaders can bring to society.

Cover Design By

Taki Tayaba Hussain
(MAWS 2019-21)
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OUR STRENGTH, OUR PARTNERS

Priyam Hazarika is a social entrepreneur from Sivasagar,
Assam. She is the founder of North East Development Forum, a
Non- Profit Organisation dedicated to social cause furthering
sustainable livelihood among the men and women of rural
areas of Assam. Her main objective is to work towards women
empowerment, develop the community to sustain their
economic conditions and bring their thoughts and connect
them to the world. Currently the organization is working with
both handicraft (Natural Fibre) and Handloom (Artistic Textile)
of Assam, to preserve the culture and tradition of the state. She
works with various clusters, assistant them with information,
operation, production design, manufacturing and weaving
handicraft products.

Barsha Sharma is a social entrepreneur passionate about
sustainability, artisan empowerment, and building inclusive
livelihood ecosystems in India. She is the founder of Ezaar
Collective. It's a sustainable social enterprise that transforms
textile waste into functional, stylish handcrafted products while
empowering marginalized women artisans across India. Her
main aim is to achieve zero-waste by upcycling their fabric
waste into meaningful, eco-conscious merchandise. Rooted in
circular economy in principles, Ezaar combines conscious
design with community-led production to drive both
environmental and social impact.

Nashita Shah, is from Dibrugarh. She is pursuing her bachelor's
degree in Commerce, Marketing Specialisation. She hold a
Diploma in Photography, Videography, Graphic Designing and
Audio-visual production.
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