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Introduction 

The BBC’s teletext service Ceefax and its commercial equivalent, Oracle, first appeared on TV screens in the 
1970s and they became the primary source of information for millions of people from the early 1980s onwards. 
Some of you may not remember Oracle and be more familiar with its successor as, in 1992, the franchise to 
provide ITV’s service was awarded to Teletext Limited and Oracle became, confusingly, Teletext, the same 
name as the medium itself. 

Both services gave viewers free and immediate access to the very latest information in a pre-internet era where 
the only alternative was to wait for the next television or radio bulletin or buy a newspaper. For those unfamiliar 
with the technology, the services worked by pressing in three numbers on your TV remote corresponding to 
the page you wanted to bring onto the screen, as illustrated in the armchair guide above which was originally 
published in 1987.

As teletext pages were updated almost continuously each day, the content wasn't saved so few examples of 
them exist, but there are enthusiasts able to retrieve some from the videotape used to record TV programmes 
in the 1980s and 1990s so that people can now view them. All the original teletext pages in this book were 
recovered in this way and you may see corruptions to words or images on them caused by the retrieval 
process. 

The beauty of teletext was that while you were reading a match report about Aston Villa beating Bayern Munich 
to win the European Cup in 1982 or the dramatic conclusion to the 1988-89 season between Liverpool and 
Arsenal, you could still hear the programme being broadcast on BBC or ITV - whether it was Only Fools And 
Horses or Coronation Street - and could switch back to whatever you had been watching immediately at the 
push of a button. 

During the 1980s, football fans relied on Ceefax and Oracle for the latest football scores and breaking news, 
with many a transfer rumour quashed with the words, "Well, there's nothing about it on teletext." Though the 
ones about Clive Allen moving from QPR to Arsenal, then Crystal Palace, then back to QPR and on to 
Tottenham, and finally to Manchester City, during the decade proved to be right! 

As this century dawned, changes in broadcast technology made it increasingly difficult for viewers to access 
teletext services quickly and easily and they gradually disappeared. ITV's Teletext, the successor to Oracle, 
ceased broadcasting in 2009 and BBC's Ceefax in 2012, though in Europe there are still a few active teletext 
services even in 2025. The Retrotext designs in this book are my tribute to this once hugely popular and much-
loved information medium. 

John Laptop
Cross-Out



A life-long Gillingham supporter, Brian Moore began his broadcasting career with BBC Radio, 
covering the 1966 World Cup tournament as well as Celtic's historic European Cup triumph 
the following year.

In 1968, he was invited by Jimmy Hill, then Head of Sport at London Weekend Television, to 
become the host and commentator of The Big Match, a Sunday afternoon highlights show. He 
continued in this role until 1983 when regional football coverage on ITV ended but he 
continued to be the network's voice of football.

Brian presented ITV's World Cup coverage from 1970 to 1986 and continued to commentate 
on the tournament until 1998, as well as on every FA Cup Final from 1969 to 1988.

His distinctive voice and memorable phrases resonate with many football fans but, perhaps, 
most particularly with supporters of Aston Villa (see page 39) and Arsenal (see page 133). 
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In the late 1960s, under manager Joe Mercer and his 
flamboyant assistant Malcolm Allison, Manchester City  
enjoyed a glorious era which saw the club crowned 
First Division champions at the end of the 1967-68 
campaign, lift the FA Cup in 1969 and win the League 
Cup and European Cup-Winners' Cup in 1970.

When Peter Swales took over as chairman in 1971, 
Mercer was made general manager at Maine Road 
with Allison becoming team manager but results were 
modest and in March 1973 he resigned, becoming 
boss at Crystal Palace later in the month.  

Having had spells since Palace in America, Turkey and 
at Plymouth, Swales persuaded Allison to return to 
City in January 1979 to work alongside club legend, 
Tony Book. A spending spree followed which saw the 
signings, amongst others, of Steve Daley from Wolves 
for a then British transfer record of £1.5 million, as well 
as the departures of fan favourites Gary Owen and 
Peter Barnes to West Brom.

But the team struggled and coming into this FA Cup 
clash with Fourth Division Halifax Town they were just 
above the relegation places in division one. The 
Yorkshire side were deserved winners on the day, 
causing one of the biggest shocks in FA Cup history, 
with the only goal scored by Paul Hendrie, father of ex-
Aston Villa midfielder, Lee Hendrie. Allison and Book 
were both sacked in October 1980 with Swales 
recruiting Norwich City's John Bond as manager.

Almost on a par with Halifax's heroics was the 
performance of Isthmian League side Harlow Town, 
who drew 1-1 with Second Division promotion chasers 
Leicester City at Filbert Street thanks to an injury time 
equaliser from Neil Prosser whose main job was as a 
shop manager. 

Far from being overjoyed at forcing a replay, Prosser 
was disappointed that Harlow didn't play better on the 
day and promised their opponents a tough game in 
the return. Manager Ian Wolstenholme was a teacher 
by profession and after a celebratory drink on 
Saturday, he had his players in for training on the 
Sunday.

Accountant John MacKenzie scored the only goal of 
the match in front of a full-house in Essex, sweeping 
the ball home three minutes before half-time to earn 
the part-timers a fourth-round tie at Watford. 

Harlow produced another superb display in that 
encounter, the club's tenth FA Cup match of the 
season, only losing by the odd goal in seven, with 
Prosser and MacKenzie (twice) again the scorers. A 
local bookmaker had sponsored the team at £500 for 
each goal scored so the players had a £1500 bonus to 
show for the glorious run to the last thirty-two of the 
competition.

Halifax also bowed out in the fourth round, losing 2-0 
to First Division Bolton Wanderers, a team featuring 
Sam Allardyce and Peter Reid.  
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A week before this match, Manchester United had 
drawn level on points with Liverpool at the top of the 
table after a 3-1 win at the Baseball Ground over 
Derby County, taking advantage of Liverpool's game at 
home to Leeds United having been postponed due to 
a frozen Anfield pitch. 

Norwich got off to the perfect start when England 
World Cup hero and Canaries' captain Martin Peters 
headed home in the first minute. 

But the visitors soon hit back when David Fairclough, 
starting his first senior game in four months after 
striker David Johnson had been injured on England 
duty during the week, fired home a well-placed shot. 

The same player put the visitors ahead before Kevin 
Reeves levelled up the scores before half-time. 
Fairclough notched his first senior hat-trick fifteen 
minutes from the end only for Justin Fashanu to 
make it 3-3 with a wonder goal which was later voted 
Match of the Day's Goal of the Season.

Controlling the ball superbly with his back to goal, 
Fashanu flicked it up in the air and on the turn vollied 
an unstoppable shot past Ray Clemence.  

But Bob Paisley's side, who were also missing Graeme 
Souness due to a one-match suspension, refused to 
be denied and with time running out Kenny Dalglish 
put them ahead before Jimmy Case completed the 
scoring.      

While Liverpool were involved in the eight-goal thriller 
at Carrow Road, Manchester United slipped to a shock 
1-0 home defeat to Wolves.

It was the first defeat at Old Trafford this season for 
Dave Sexton's men, with transfer-listed Mel Eves 
causing the damage for the visitors who faced a 
crucial League Cup semi-final in the coming week.

Elsewhere in the division, Lawrie McMenemy's high-
flying Southampton hammered Allan Mullery's 
Brighton 5-1, while Bobby Robson's Ipswich Town 
piled the pressure on Everton boss Gordon Lee 
following an emphatic 4-0 success at Goodison Park. 

At Highbury, Alan Sunderland scored twice as Arsenal 
defeated Aston Villa 3-1 to maintain their position in 
the group of clubs chasing Liverpool, albeit at a 
respectful distance and having played more games 
than the reigning champions.

Other news this weekend was that former Manchester 
United star George Best, then aged thirty-three, had 
been suspended by Scottish side Hibernian after he 
failed to turn up for their League game against Morton. 

The club's chairman Tom Hart had reportedly been 
paying Best £2,000 a game from his own pocket but 
the wayward player's future was once again uncertain, 
much to the annoyance of his wife, Angie, who said 
she had tried everything to get him to fulfil his 
obligations at Easter Road.   
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Since Nottingham Forest gained promotion back to 
the First Division in 1977, Brian Clough's side 
undoubtedly enjoyed the best of it in clashes 
between these two sides, including beating Bob 
Paisley's men in the 1978 final of this competition.

As in many of the previous encounters, in the first leg 
of this semi-final Liverpool largely outplayed Forest 
but, somehow, ended up losing. 

Goalkeeper Peter Shilton kept out all the visitors 
could throw at him and, in the dying seconds, his 
opposite number Ray Clemence fouled Gary Birtles 
and referee Ron Challis gave the penalty.

Four days after that game, the two teams met again 
at the City Ground in a fourth round FA Cup tie and, 
ironically, it was a mistake by Shilton which set 
Liverpool on the way to victory. He dropped a routine 
cross and Kenny Dalglish scored, with Terry 
McDermott making it 2-0 from the penalty spot.

Whereas Paisley's men had dominated these two 
games, the decisive second leg of the semi-final was 
a much more even affair. Forest were happy to soak 
up the home side's pressure and hit on the break, as 
they did for their goal which resulted in Clemence 
bringing down Martin O'Neill and Robertson scoring. 

Though David Fairclough equalised in injury time, it 
was Forest who made it through to Wembley for the 
third successive season.

Wolves had been the dominant force in English 
football in the 1950s, securing the division one title 
three times, and winning the FA Cup in 1960 at the 
end of a season when they were denied a League 
and Cup double by a single point. 

The club had won this competition in 1974 under 
manager Bill McGarry and the shrewd acquisition of 
former Liverpool and England captain Emlyn Hughes 
by current boss John Barnwell had led the team to 
the brink of another Final.

The journey began with a 3-1 aggregate victory over 
Burnley, followed by a come-from-behind win over 
Terry Venables' Crystal Palace. Tommy Docherty's 
QPR were knocked out in the fourth round after a 
replay which set up an epic quarter-final tie with 
Third Division Grimsby Town, only settled after two 
replays. 

Swindon Town were also a division three side and 
they led 2-1 after the first leg at the County Ground 
to leave their fans dreaming of a repeat of the club's 
famous League Cup Final victory over Arsenal in 
1969.

Hughes missed the first leg but he was back in the 
side for this tense encounter which was settled by 
striker John Richards on his 350th appearance in the 
first team. Derek Parkin, in his testimonial season, 
fired in a terrific shot which the keeper could only 
parry, allowing Richards to sweep the ball home.

. 
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With Liverpool in pursuit of the club's twelfth title and 
Everton battling against relegation, the stakes were 
high for the 122nd Merseyside derby and this was 
reflected in a bruising clash in which Blues' midfielder 
Geoff Nulty was carried off the pitch with a season-
ending injury.

Despite David Fairclough having scored seven goals in 
the team's last six games, he was dropped to the 
bench in favour of fit-again David Johnson and it was 
the former Evertonian who opened the scoring. Phil 
Neal made it 2-0 from the penalty spot and though 
Peter Eastoe pulled one back for the home side in the 
second half, it was Liverpool's day, again, at Goodison.

But the entire occasion was overshadowed by the 
news following the game that William Ralph 'Dixie' 
Dean had died after being taken ill in the stands just 
before it ended. Fans of both teams were shocked at 
the passing of one of the sport's all-time greats, most 
famous for scoring sixty goals in season 1927-28.

Former Liverpool manager Bill Shankly said: "The 
hardest thing to do in football is score and he was a 
past master." Current Reds' boss Bob Paisley added: "I 
cringe when I think what anybody would have to pay 
for him at today's prices."

Almost 2,000 people attended his funeral in 
Birkenhead, where he had been born in 1907, with 
Everton players Mike Lyons, Bob Latchford, Brian 
Labone and Gordon West acting as pallbearers.   

After a distinguished playing career at Fulham and 
West Brom which earned him twenty England caps, 
Bobby Robson's managerial journey began at Fulham 
in January 1968 where he was unable to stop them 
being relegated from division one. A poor start to the 
following campaign saw him sacked but in January 
1969 he was appointed boss at Ipswich Town 
following the departure of Bill McGarry to Wolves.

Between 1973 and his departure to become England 
manager in 1982, the Suffolk side only once finished 
outside the top six in division one - and that was the 
season they won the FA Cup.

In his final three seasons at Portman Road, the Tractor 
Boys came close to emulating Sir Alf Ramsey's team 
who were crowned champions in 1961-62, finishing 
third and second twice.  

This game was one of the highpoints of Robson's 
reign as the team he had assembled took title-chasing 
Manchester United apart. Alan Brazil opened the 
scoring and two quick strikes from Paul Mariner made 
it 3-0 inside thirty minutes. 

Before half-time, United's goalkeeper Gary Bailey, 
ironically, the son of Roy Bailey, Town's 'keeper when 
they won the League, had saved three penalties; one 
from Arnold Muhren and two from Kevin Beattie (one 
a re-take). Mariner completed his hat-trick in a one-
sided second half as Ipswich equalled a club record of 
sixteen unbeaten games in a row. 
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Having beaten Liverpool 1-0 in 1978 and Southampton 
3-2 in 1979, Nottingham Forest were hot favourites to
win the League Cup for the third season in a row,
while Wolves' skipper Emlyn Hughes was keen to add
the trophy to his collection having surprisingly never
won it during his glorious career at Anfield.

As the teams came onto the pitch, Forest were led out 
by trainer Jimmy Gordon who was retiring at the end 
of the season, as Brian Clough and Peter Taylor 
stayed out of the limelight. 

A game of few chances was settled midway through 
the second half after a mix-up between goalkeeper 
Peter Shilton and centre-back Dave Needham, 
deputising for the suspended Larry Lloyd. 

Peter Daniel aimed a long pass towards Andy Gray 
and in an attempt to deal with it, the two Forest players 
collided leaving the Scot with the simple task of 
slipping the ball into an empty net. Afterwards, Shilton 
accepted the blame for the incident and Clough also 
exonerated the defender. 

After collecting the trophy, Hughes said: "I was the 
worst player on the park, but it was like going 
home climbing up the steps to collect another Cup. 
Now I've got the lot."

It was also a great day for Wolves' boss John Barnwell 
who had been seriously injured in a car crash the 
previous year. 

Having missed three penalties two weeks previously 
against Manchester United, on the Friday evening 
before this round of matches Ipswich Town missed two 
more against Leeds United. On this occasion, John 
Wark was the culprit, as his first penalty was saved by 
John Lukic but ordered to be re-taken by the referee 
and his second effort struck the bar.

Thankfully for Wark, centre-forward Paul Mariner 
sealed both points for Bobby Robson's side with a last-
minute header to consolidate their position near the top 
of the table in their pursuit of a UEFA Cup place.

Leaders Liverpool had beaten Bristol City 4-0 at Anfield 
earlier in the season and Bob Paisley's men inflicted an 
eighth home defeat of the campaign on their opponents 
in doing the 'double' over them. Ray Kennedy blasted 
the visitors ahead after just five minutes and Kenny 
Dalglish scored two more in the second-half.

By contrast, on the south coast, Manchester United's 
title challenge was dealt another blow when they could 
only draw 0-0 with lowly Brighton. It was United's first-
ever visit to the Goldstone Ground and just under 
30,000 fans crammed into the stadium to watch the 
match. 

In a game of few chances, it was the home side's 
promising midfielder Mark Lawrenson, who United boss 
Dave Sexton rated as one of the best young players in 
the country, who took the eye, creating but missing his 
team's best chances to score.      
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West Ham had last won the FA Cup in 1975 but had 
made early exits from the competition every season 
since then.

The road to Wembley this time around began with a 
2-1 replay success over West Brom after a 1-1 draw at
The Hawthorns, followed by a 3-2 win at Leyton Orient
and a 2-0 victory over Swansea City. In the quarter-
final, the Hammers beat Aston Villa 1-0 thanks to a Ray
Stewart penalty two minutes from time.

Everton had not won the Cup since 1966 and had lost 
three semi-finals during that time - 1-0 to eventual 
winners Manchester City in 1969 and twice to Liverpool 
in 1971 and 1977. The Blues had seen off the 
challenges of Aldershot (4-1), Wigan (3-0), Wrexham 
5-2 and Ipswich Town (2-1) to reach this stage.

In the first game at Villa Park, Brian Kidd put Gordon 
Lee's side in front from the penalty spot shortly before 
half-time but the course of the match changed when he 
was sent off around the hour mark and Stuart Pearson 
equalised to force this replay.

Following a goalless ninety minutes, Alan Devonshire 
put John Lyall's men ahead only for Bob Latchford to 
level things up. 

Just when it looked that another replay would be 
required, full-back Frank Lampard popped up in the 
penalty box to head the ball into the corner of the net. 

On the Saturday before this replay, the two teams 
played out a cautious 0-0 draw at Hillsborough, with 
Arsenal's Brian Talbot coming closest to scoring with a 
lob which hit the bar four minutes from time. 

The run-up to that game had been hectic for the 
Gunners as, on Easter Monday, a weakened side had 
beaten Tottenham 2-1 at White Hart Lane and just 
forty-eight hours later they drew 1-1 with Juventus in 
the first-leg of their European Cup-Winners' Cup semi-
final at Highbury. 

The home side fell behind to Juve, a team featuring 
two-thirds of Italy's national side, from a penalty after 
nine minutes and just two minutes later had David 
O'Leary carried off following a foul by Roberto Bettega 
which boss Terry Neill described as 'vicious'. 

Marco Tardelli was sent off on the half-hour mark for a 
foul on Liam Brady and justice was done when 
Bettega scored an own goal five minutes from time.   

Jimmy Case had been injured at Hillsborough and left 
the ground with his arm in a sling after damaging his 
collar bone. He was ruled out of this encounter at Villa 
Park with David Fairclough taking his place and Kenny 
Dalglish dropping into midfield. 

Fairclough gave the Anfield side the lead but Alan 
Sunderland ensured another stalemate when he 
equalised after beating the offside trap.         
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This long-drawn out saga had exacerbated the end-of-
season fixture congestion for both sides. Forty-eight 
hours before this second replay, Liverpool had drawn 
0-0 away at Crystal Palace having beaten Stoke City at
the Victoria Ground during the week.

After producing a magnificent performance at the 
Stadio Comunale in Turin to beat Juventus 1-0, 
substitute Paul Vassen scoring late on, to advance to 
the European Cup-Winners' Cup Final in midweek, 
Arsenal boss Terry Neill rested several players for the 
1-1 draw with West Brom on the Saturday but they all
returned for this tie.

It was a magnificent match from start to finish, with the 
Gunners ahead after just fifteen seconds through Alan 
Sunderland. This gave them the perfect platform to sit 
back  and see whether Bob Paisley's side could break 
down their defence whilst seeking to grab a second.

With just two minutes left, David Johnson and substitute 
David Fairclough collided in the penalty area, Johnson 
coming off worse and having to be carried from the 
field. Three minutes into injury time, Kenny Dalglish 
seized on a loose header six yards out and poked the 
ball into the net.

Also on this day, it was finally confirmed that 18-year-
old Ian Rush had signed for Liverpool from Chester for a 
fee of £300,000, a world record for someone of his age. 

Having had five stitches around his badly swollen right 
eye, David Johnson had bravely returned to the field in 
extra-time at Villa Park on Monday and he was passed 
fit for this third replay. However, Alan Kennedy was 
ruled out and his place at left-back was taken by Israeli 
international Avi Cohen.

This was now the longest-running FA Cup semi-final 
since March 1899, when Liverpool were knocked out 
in the second replay 1-0 by Sheffield United after 
drawing 2-2 and 4-4, with another game abandoned 
when the Reds were winning 1-0 as the 30,000-strong 
crowd kept encroaching on the Fallowfield pitch.

With the Cup Final itself only nine days away, the 
Football Association had mooted the idea of a penalty 
shootout if the teams still could not be separated after 
this replay, but Liverpool rejected the plan. So, if there 
was another stalemate, the fourth replay was 
scheduled for the following Monday at Bramall Lane.

Arsenal midfielder Brian Talbot was chasing a unique 
hat-trick of FA Cup Final successes after picking up a 
winners medal with Ipswich in 1978 and the Gunners 
in 1979. He headed the ball home early in the first-half 
to put Terry Neill's side ahead and, on this occasion, 
there was no way back for Bob Paisley's men. 

Liverpool had once again missed out on the chance to 
become only the third team  in the 20th Century to win 
the League and Cup double.   
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While Arsenal's Brian Talbot was seeking to secure a 
record hat-trick of FA Cup Final wins, West Ham's Paul 
Allen set a new mark as the youngest-ever Wembley 
finalist. At 17 years and 256 days, he was 89 days 
younger than Howard Kendall who played for Preston 
North End in the 1964 final, ironically against West Ham.

Though John Lyall's side played in division two and had 
failed to win promotion, many people regarded them as a 
top flight team in the making and it was they who took the 
lead early on, England international Trevor Brooking 
heading home.

The Gunners dominated possession after the goal but 
rarely troubled goalkeeper Phil Parkes and, on a very 
warm day in the capital, as the second half wore on they 
began to run out of steam in the energy-sapping 
conditions, possibly also feeling the mental and physical 
strain of the recent marathon FA Cup semi-final matches 
against Liverpool and the European ties with Juventus.   

Indeed, it was the youngster Allen who could have made 
the game safe for West Ham in the dying minutes but 
after bursting through on goal he was fouled by Willie 
Young, the big Scot earning a booking from referee 
George Courtney.

So, it was inspirational skipper Billy Bonds who led his 
side up the famous steps to collect the trophy, just as he 
had done in 1975 when the Hammers beat a Fulham side 
with Upton Park and England World Cup legend, Bobby 
Moore, in their ranks.

Arsenal began their European campaign with a 2-0 
aggregate success over Fenerbahce of Turkey, 
followed by a 4-3 victory over two-legs against East 
German side Magdeburg. In the first leg of the quarter-
final tie against IFK Gothenburg, managed by future 
England boss Sven-Goran Eriksson, the Gunners 
swept aside the Swedish team, winning 5-1 before 
drawing the return game 0-0.

Including the superb success in the brutal semi-final 
against Juventus, Terry Neill's side had played 
fourteen matches since the beginning of April, a 
punishing schedule, and the players had to also shrug 
off the disappointment of the FA Cup Final loss to 
West Ham just a few days before. 

But, to a man, the Arsenal players performed 
heroically, with Liam Brady, playing his last major 
game for the Gunners before moving to Italy, and 
David O'Leary particularly outstanding. 

However, after 120 minutes, the teams could not be 
separated and in the penalty shootout which followed 
it was Graham Rix who had the misfortune to miss the 
decisive spot kick, his shot being saved by goalkeeper 
Carlos Pereira.

So, Arsenal's gruelling seventy-match campaign 
ended in heartache and a 5-0 loss at Middlesbrough in 
the final League game meant there would be no 
consolation of European football next season either.   

Season 1979-80



Former West Ham boss Ron Greenwood had taken 
over as England manager when Don Revie quit in 1977 
to take up a lucrative tax-free job in the Middle East. 

As he prepared his side for the European 
Championship finals in the summer, a few days before 
the start of the Home Internationals, England beat 
world champions Argentina, including a young Diego 
Maradona, in a high-profile friendly at Wembley. 

Liverpool's David Johnson scored twice in that one, 
before Daniel Passarella pulled one back from the 
penalty spot and Kevin Keegan made it 3-1.

Then came the hammering against Wales, only the 
third defeat for Greenwood in his twenty-six matches in 
charge, prompting him to say: "The defeat won't do us 
any harm. It's better to have it now than in Italy. A good 
hiding like that will probably do us some good."

Several fringe players were given the opportunity to 
shine against the Irish, including Alan Devonshire who 
made his debut. But it was a lacklustre performance 
with no-one enhancing their claims for a place in the 
Euros squad. 

After Johnson put the home side ahead, Terry 
Cochrane soon levelled things up to put Billy 
Bingham's side on the brink of their first outright Home 
International title, having shared the honour three times 
between 1955 and 1959 and again in 1964. 

The first match of the traditional end-of-season 
tournament saw Billy Bingham's Northern Ireland side 
beat Jock Stein's Scotland thanks to a goal from Billy 
Hamilton to earn their first win in the competition since 
1975.

The next game saw England hammered 4-1 by Wales 
at the Racecourse Ground, despite going a goal 
behind. Inspired by a man-of-the-match performance 
from Leighton James, it was their first victory over 
England on home soil for twenty-five years and a 
dream start for new boss, Mike England.

After England and Northern Ireland shared the spoils 
at Wembley, Scotland bounced back from their Belfast 
loss to bring Wales crashing back down to earth. Willie 
Miller, who had recently captained Aberdeen to the 
Scottish title, scoring his first goal for his country. 

In the penultimate match, Northern Ireland became 
British champions when a goal from Blackburn Rovers' 
Noel Brotherston earned them victory in Cardiff. The 
title had last gone to Ireland in 1914, before the 
country was divided.

In the final game, England gained a morale-boosting 
win ahead of the European Championships with a 2-0 
success over the Scots, Trevor Brooking and Steve 
Coppell the scorers, which meant Stein's side finished 
bottom of the table.      
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Manchester United pushed Liverpool all the way 
during this campaign and hit top spot themselves in 
December following a 2-1 victory over Tottenham at 
White Hart Lane, Steve Coppell with a late winner.

After the 6-0 hammering by Ipswich Town, Dave 
Sexton's side drew their next two games to slip four 
points behind Liverpool having played a game more. 

But they then responded superbly to win eight out of 
the next nine games, including 2-1 at Old Trafford 
against Bob Paisley's men, which put them level on 
points as the season neared its conclusion. 

However, a 2-0 loss at Elland Road in United's final 
match of the campaign, coupled with Liverpool's 4-1 
win at Anfield against Aston Villa, saw them crowned 
division one champions for the fourth time in five 
seasons.

Though the race for the title was over, Arsenal's 
season was still very much alive at this stage, with 
two Cup Finals to play and a European place in their 
sights. 

After agonisingly losing to both West Ham and 
Valencia, the Gunners bravely bounced back with a 
2-0 win at Molineux and needed victory over
Middlesbrough in the division's final game to pip
Ipswich for a UEFA Cup place. But it proved a match
too far for the tired minds and bodies of the players
and they crashed to a 5-0 defeat.

Nottingham Forest's success in winning the European 
Cup at the end of the 1978-79 season earned them a 
two-legged Super Cup clash with Cup-Winners' Cup 
victors Barcelona. Arsenal legend Charlie George, at 
this time in his career on loan from Southampton, gave 
Forest a one-goal lead at the City Ground. 

At Camp Nou a week later, though Barca equalised 
the aggregate score from the penalty spot, Kenny 
Burns headed Brian Clough's side back in front just 
before half-time. 

The visitors had the opportunity to stretch the lead just 
after the interval after Stan Bowles was brought down, 
but John Robertson wasted the resulting penalty kick. 
The miss did not prove costly, though, as Clough 
claimed yet another trophy. 

To reach a second successive European Cup Final, 
Forest had to overcome Ajax in the semis. Goals from 
Trevor Francis and John Robertson, with a spot kick, 
enabled them to travel to Amsterdam two goals to the 
good and though Soren Lerby halved the deficit for 
the Dutch side, the visitors held on.

John Robertson scored the only goal of the game in 
Madrid with defenders Larry Lloyd and Kenny Burns, 
together with goalkeeper Peter Shilton, repelling all 
that a Kevin Keegan-inspired Hamburg could throw at 
them. Though Forest had missed out on a hat-trick of 
League Cup wins, this was another glorious chapter in 
the Brian Clough-Peter Taylor storybook.
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This was England's first appearance in this tournament 
since 1968 when only four nations competed in the 
final stages. 

On that occasion, England lost their semi-final against 
Yugoslavia 1-0 before securing third spot by beating 
the Soviet Union 2-0, with goals from Bobby Charlton 
and Geoff Hurst. Hosts Italy beat Yugoslavia in the 
final, 2-0.

In 1980, the competition, again staged in Italy, had 
been expanded to eight teams in two groups of four. 

Sadly, England's first match was marred by 
hooliganism in the stadium which began midway 
through the first half after Belgium had equalised an 
earlier goal from Ray Wilkins. Tear gas used by the riot 
police to restore order drifted across the pitch causing 
the referee to halt the match for several minutes.

The second and crucial game, also at the Stadio 
Comunale in Turin, was against Italy and Ron 
Greenwood's side had chances to win it, including Ray 
Kennedy hitting a post. But it was the home side who 
claimed the victory eleven minutes from time, Marco 
Tardelli scoring following a mistake by Phil Neal. 

Trevor Brooking gave England the lead in the final 
match against Spain who levelled from the penalty 
spot just after half-time. Ray Clemence then saved 
another penalty before Tony Woodcock made it 2-1. 

The four teams involved in Group 1 were West 
Germany, Czechoslovakia (the winners in 1976), the 
Netherlands and Greece, with the Germans and the 
Dutch both enjoying 1-0 victories in the first round of 
games against the Czech and Greek sides.

A few days later, Klaus Allofs scored a hat-trick as 
Germany beat the Netherlands 3-2 and the Czechs 
defeated Greece 3-1.

In the final group games, Czechoslovakia and the 
Netherlands drew 1-1, with the Czechs qualifying for 
the third place playoff due to a superior goal 
difference. West Germany topped the table despite 
being held 0-0 by Greece.

The day before the final, the Czechs clinched third 
place by beating Italy 9-8 on penalties, with Antonin 
Penenka, whose audacious and now famous spot-kick 
won the tournament for his country four years earlier, 
again converting one of them. 

The final was dominated by Jupp Derwall's West 
German side after Horst Hrubesch gave them an early 
lead. A controversial penalty fifteen minutes from the 
end restored parity, with Rene Vandereycken 
converting it though the foul on Francois van der Elst 
seemed outside the area.

With the clock ticking down to extra-time, justice was 
done as Hrubesch headed home Karl-Heinz 
Rummenigge's corner.

Season 1979-80



Season 1979-80 Notable Transfers



2: Season 1980-81

Match of the Day was first broadcast to a very limited audience on BBC2 at 6.30pm on August 
22nd, 1964, introduced by and with commentary from the great Kenneth Wolstenholme, 
famous for his 'they think it's all over' quote towards the end of the 1966 World Cup Final.

Liverpool were the defending division one champions and Bill Shankly's side opened their 
campaign with a thrilling 3-2 victory over Arsenal, Roger Hunt scoring the first-ever goal on the 
programme. The Reds were also featured in the first match broadcast in colour on November 
15th 1969, a 2-0 win at Anfield over West Ham, Chris Lawler and Bobby Graham on target.

Former footballer (Brentford and Fulham) and manager (Coventry City), as well as chairman of 
the Professional Footballers' Association when the £20 maximum wage was abolished in 1961, 
Jimmy Hill was the host of the show for most of the 1980s, with Des Lynam taking over the role 
in 1988. 



This was Liverpool's fifth appearance in seven 
seasons in the traditional season-opener and they had 
still to taste defeat. 

The difference between the First Division champions 
and the FA Cup holders was a mistake by West Ham 
goalkeeper Phil Parkes, who mishandled a shot from 
Alan Kennedy and Footballer of the Year Terry 
McDermott accepted the gift. 

The biggest transfer news over the summer had been 
the return to English football of the great Kevin 
Keegan, England captain and twice European 
Footballer of the Year, who had spent three seasons at 
Hamburg since leaving Liverpool following the club's  
European Cup Final victory in 1977. He joined Lawrie 
McMenemy's Southampton for £400,000. 

But there was more huge transfer news on the run-up 
to the opening games of the season when it emerged 
that 19-year-old Clive Allen, who had only signed for 
Arsenal from QPR in June for a fee of £1 million and 
had not yet played a game for the Gunners, was 
moving to Crystal Palace with left-back Kenny Sansom 
going the other way. 

The same week, QPR boss Tommy Docherty also sold 
Allen's ex-strike partner 20-year-old Paul Goddard to 
West Ham for £800,000. Allen had scored thirty goals 
for Docherty's side the previous season, while 
Goddard had contributed sixteen.  

As well as scoring the Match of the Day Goal of the 
Season, Justin Fashanu notched another ten during his 
first full season in the Norwich City first team. His 
1980-81 campaign began in spectacular fashion with 
this hat-trick against Stoke City.

Manager John Bond left the club in October to replace 
Malcolm Allison at Manchester City, being succeeded 
by Ken Brown. But though Fashanu did his bit by 
scoring nineteen League goals for City, they were 
relegated the following May.  

Elsewhere on the opening day, two of Brighton boss 
Alan Mullery's summer signings Gordon Smith and 
Michael Robinson performed well, with Robinson 
setting up Smith to score the first as well as full-back 
John Gregory to notch the second in a 2-0 win over 
League Cup Winners, Wolves.

Another new strikeforce, Tottenham's Steve Archibald 
and Garth Crooks, also shone, as Spurs beat the 
European champions Nottingham Forest 2-0.

First Division champions Liverpool were again 
impressive by defeating the team dubbed by the press 
as the Team Of The 80s for their youthful potential, 
Crystal Palace, managed by Terry Venables, 3-0.

At The Dell, Kevin Keegan's debut for Southampton 
saw the Saints beat Manchester City 2-0, both goals 
coming from Mick Channon. 
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Liverpool's record victory at Anfield was the 11-0 
hammering of Norwegian side Stromsgodset in the 
first round of the European Cup-Winners' Cup in 
September 1974. There were no less than nine 
different scorers in that match with only midfielder 
Brian Hall and goalkeeper Ray Clemence missing out.

Another huge haul came in the first round Inter-Cities 
Fairs Cup tie in September 1969 when Bill Shankly's 
side beat Irish team Dundalk 10-0. There were seven 
different scorers that evening and one of the 
spectators on the Kop was future Liverpool manager 
Gerard Houllier who was a teacher in the city at the 
time.

Having won the European Cup in 1977 and 1978, the 
Reds had been knocked out at the first round stage in 
the past two seasons; by Nottingham Forest in the 
autumn of 1978 and by Dinamo Tbilisi in 1979.  

There was no indication of the rout that was to come 
when Oulu and Liverpool met in the first leg in Finland, 
Terry McDermott scoring in a 1-1 draw.

Bob Paisley stressed to his players the need to avoid 
complacency in the return leg and they certainly took 
that on board with a totally dominant display against 
the amateurs. Kenny Dalglish missed the chance 
to equal the eleven goal tally of six years before 
when he ballooned the ball over the bar from three 
yards out near the end. 

The experience gained in two consecutive successful 
campaigns in the European Cup had stood Brian 
Clough's side in good stead two weeks before this 
game at the City Ground. Forest's rear guard had 
silenced the 70,000 strong Bulgarian crowd and 
goalkeeper Peter Shilton had few saves to make.

Just after half-time, John Robertson hit the post and 
had that gone in perhaps the whole tie would have 
been different. As it was, with twenty minutes left, it 
was CSKA who scored the only goal.

This second leg was a crushing disappointment for 
Forest fans, with the visitors deservedly winning on the 
night and 2-0 on aggregate. Manager Brian Clough 
said afterwards: "I am still trying to work out who 
played well for us. We had nothing up front, nothing in 
the middle and nothing at the back."

Elsewhere, West Ham produced a stirring comeback in 
the Cup-Winners' Cup at an empty Upton Park, closed 
due to crowd trouble in Spain during the first leg. 
Trailling 3-1 to Castilla, the Hammers won 5-1 after 
extra-time. 

In the UEFA Cup, with a 5-1 lead over Aris Salonika, 
Ipswich Town were expecting an easy second leg in 
Greece but at one stage were 3-0 down and rocking. 
Eric Gates scored to steady the ship and Bobby 
Robson's side went through 6-4 on aggregate, but both 
Manchester United and Wolves were knocked out. 
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Bobby Robson's Ipswich Town had made an 
impressive start to the season, winning nine of their 
first twelve games in all competitions. 

The only defeat came at Ayresome Park in the first leg 
of a second round League Cup tie against 
Middlesbrough, but they turned that 3-1 deficit around 
in the return game, winning 3-0 with two goals from 
Paul Mariner and one from Russell Osman. 

In the third round, a late Justin Fashanu equaliser for 
fierce East Anglian rivals Norwich City forced a replay 
at Carrow Road, where another brace from Mariner in 
a 3-1 win saw the Tractor Boys through.

The Suffolk side topped the Division One table outright 
until the middle of October when a 1-1 draw at 
Portman Road coupled with a 3-0 win over Tottenham 
by Aston Villa saw Ron Saunders' men move level on 
points, though Town had played one game less.

A few days later, while Ipswich were beating 
Bohemians of Prague 3-0 in a UEFA Cup second 
round, first leg tie, Villa beat Brighton 4-1 to establish a 
two-point lead at the top, though now having played 
two games more than their closest rivals.  

A home draw with West Brom while Villa were beating 
Leicester left Robson's team three points adrift of the 
leaders and that gap remained after this first League 
defeat of the season.

After winning their first three games of the season, in 
early September Aston Villa suffered back-to-back 
defeats; 1-0 to Ipswich Town at Portman Road and 2-0 
to Everton at Villa Park. 

After that, though, the team embarked on a twelve-
match unbeaten run in the League which took them to 
the top of the table. The only setback during that time 
was a shock 2-1 loss at the Abbey Stadium to Second 
Division side Cambridge United in the League Cup.

Villa's title credentials were thoroughly tested in this 
clash at Carrow Road, with the home side dominating 
the first-half and deservedly leading 1-0 at the break. 
The visitors turned the game on its head in the second 
period, scoring three goals without reply, prompting 
manager Ron Saunders to say:

"Sticking at it is one of the qualities of success. We had 
three or four players below par, but they all gave 100 
percent. As far as I am concerned we have just 
finished the sixth round of a fifteen-round fight and 
have the comfort of being ahead on points."

Man-of-the-match for the visitors was youngster Gary 
Shaw, the only Birmingham-born player in the team, 
who scored two goals and laid on the third for Allan 
Evans to head home . 

On the same evening, Liverpool jumped above Ipswich 
Town in the table after a 2-1 victory at Anfield over 
Coventry City, David Johnson scoring both goals.      
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This had been an incredibly inconsistent season for 
Brian Clough's Nottingham Forest with solid form in 
Division One, including 5-0 wins over Stoke City and 
Leicester City, but disappointing early exits from both 
the European Cup and the League Cup, the latter a 4-1 
hammering at second tier Watford.

There were also rumours of unhappiness amongst the 
squad, with John Robertson one of those supposedly 
seeking to quit the club, while centre-half Larry Lloyd 
was reportedly wanted as player-manager by Millwall. 

Having won the Super Cup by defeating Barcelona 
during the last campaign, Forest were seeking to get 
their season back on track after three successive 
League defeats.

They went down to two Frank Worthington goals at 
Birmingham before back-to-back home losses, 3-0 to 
Tottenham and 2-1 to Ipswich, which dropped them to 
eighth in the table.

Though Forest had the better of the first half against 
Valencia, it was the current Spanish League leaders 
who went in front just eighty seconds into the second 
period. 

The home side deservedly equalised before the hour 
mark through Ian Bowyer and it was he who ensured 
the two-time European Cup holders took a lead to 
Spain by latching on to a Kenny Burns knockdown 
near the end.

The inconsistent theme of Forest's campaign 
continued in the three League games before this 
second leg of the Super Cup. There was a 1-1 draw at 
Coventry City followed by a 3-0 home win over Crystal 
Palace and finally a 1-0 loss away at Elland Road.

After a seven month injury absence, star striker Trevor 
Francis returned to the starting line-up at the Mestalla. 
Brian Clough said: "He was ready to play against Leeds 
on Saturday but you wouldn't send your worst enemy 
out to face them after a long layoff."

Midfielder Gary Mills picked up a groin strain against 
Leeds so his place in the side went to Raimondo 
Ponte, while Clough switched Bryn Gunn to left back in 
place of Frank Gray and Kenny Burns returned after 
suspension to link up in defence with Larry Lloyd. 
Forest were so depleted that they could only name 
three substitutes instead of the usual five.

Neither side created many chances over the ninety 
minutes and it was Uruguay's Fernando Morena who 
settled the tie, his strike making the final score 2-2 with 
the Spanish side securing the trophy on the away 
goals rule.

Clough was pleased with his team's performance if not 
the result, praising young Scot Colin Walsh for his 
contribution, and expressing delight that Trevor 
Francis came through the game without any ill-effects.   
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A week before this game, Liverpool's grip on the title 
was loosened when they were beaten 2-1 at home by 
bottom club, Leicester City, who had been knocked out 
of the FA Cup a few days before by Third Division 
Exeter City. 

The defeat brought to an end the club's incredible 
unbeaten run at Anfield, which stood at eighty-five 
games in all competitions and sixty-three in the League. 
Bob Paisley's last loss at the ground was in January 
1978 when Birmingham City won 3-2, Trevor Francis 
scoring one of the goals from the penalty spot.

Liverpool had also been beaten by Leicester 2-0 at 
Filbert Street back in August, marking the first time in 
six seasons they had lost home and away to one of their 
top flight opponents. 

They slipped four points off the top two, after Ipswich 
beat Stoke City 4-0 and Aston Villa defeated 
Manchester City 1-0.

That gap widened to six on this day after the Reds lost 
2-0 at The Hawthorns to goals from Bryan Robson and
Cyrille Regis, while Villa produced a scintillating
performance at Goodison Park.

Tony Morley scored a wonderful solo goal early on, 
latching on to a superb ball from Gary Shaw and 
running at the Everton defenders before unleashing an 
unstoppable right foot shot into the roof of the net. 

With two-thirds of the season completed, Ipswich Town 
had only been beaten twice, 1-0 by Brighton in 
November and 5-3 by Tottenham Hotspur a week 
before Christmas. Bobby Robson's side were drawing 
3-3 at White Hart Lane in that one before Eric Gates
was sent off for retaliation after which the visitors
conceded two late goals.

In this match, the home side were behind at half-time 
but produced a tremendous display after the break to 
turn the match on its head before the hour mark, 
inspired by Paul Mariner.

The centre-forward levelled the game up when side-
footing an Eric Gates cross into the net and it was soon 
2-1 as he was upended in the box by the Palace
'keeper and John Wark converted the penalty. The
striker also claimed the third goal but it was later
attributed as an own goal by defender Billy Gilbert.
Mariner did get on the scoresheet again, though, when
he inadvertently headed a corner beyond Paul Cooper.

The victories for Ipswich and Villa coupled with 
Liverpool's loss meant the destination of the League 
title was looking increasingly between that pair, with 
both on 42 points, though the East Anglian side had a 
game in hand. 

Robson's team had also reached the quarter-finals of 
the UEFA Cup and the FA Cup in what was shaping up 
to be a memorable campaign.  



Liverpool's road to Wembley and the club's second 
appearance in a League Cup Final, having lost out to 
Nottingham Forest in 1978, began with a shock 1-0 
defeat at Fourth Division Bradford City. 

Bob Paisley's side rectified that loss by winning the 
second leg 4-0 before securing victories over Swindon 
(5-0), Portsmouth (4-1) and Birmingham City (3-1) to 
set up a semi-final against Manchester City. In the first-
leg at Maine Road, the home side started the stronger 
but it was Liverpool who won it through Ray Kennedy.

In the return leg at Anfield, Kenny Dalglish put the 
Reds 2-0 up on aggregate before a mistake by Ray 
Clemence allowed Reeves to equalise on the night 
setting up a tense finish but the Reds held on.

West Ham's route to north London started with a 6-0 
aggregate success over Burnley then a 2-1 win over 
Charlton at The Valley followed by a come-from-
behind 2-1 victory against Barnsley at Upton Park. 

Still a Division Two side at this stage, the Hammers 
claimed the scalp of top-flight Tottenham in round five, 
David Cross scoring the only goal. After leading 2-0 in 
the first-leg of the semi-final, John Lyall's side 
conceded three times to Division One Coventry.

In the return, Paul Goddard levelled the tie on the hour 
mark and in the dying seconds Jimmy Neighbour 
booked another trip to Wembley.

The first match at Wembley only really exploded into 
life at the end of extra-time when Alan Kennedy's goal 
was allowed to stand despite Sammy Lee appearing to 
be in an offside position. Not to be denied, with just 
seconds left, West Ham were awarded a penalty after 
Terry McDermott handled on the line and Ray Stewart 
converted the spot kick to force this replay. 

Both David Johnson and David Fairclough were unfit, 
so Bob Paisley opted to bring in the inexperienced Ian 
Rush. It was only the nineteen-year-old's second start 
for the club, having featured in a 1-1 draw with Ipswich 
back in December.

In a pulsating match, the Hammers took the lead when 
winger Jimmy Neighbour crossed for Paul Goddard to 
head home. Liverpool stepped up the pressure and 
equalised through Kenny Dalglish, the Scot latching on 
to a chipped pass from Terry McDermott to scoop the 
ball home. 

The decisive goal came just four minutes later, when 
Alan Hansen's header from a corner hit Billy Bonds on 
the knee and flew beyond goalkeeper Phil Parkes.

Afterwards, as he celebrated his ninth trophy as 
Liverpool boss and the first-ever League Cup success 
for the club, Paisley was full of praise for the youngster 
Rush, saying: "Ian's performance was possibly the 
bonus of the night even if we hadn't won. It was 
pleasing to see him do so well."   
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Having seen off the challenges of QPR (3-1 after a 
replay), Hull City (2-0), Coventry City (3-1) and Exeter 
City (2-0), in the semi-final Tottenham were drawn 
against Wolves who were seeking a return trip to 
Wembley after lifting the League Cup in 1980.

After Steve Archibald gave Spurs an early lead at 
Hillsborough, Kenny Hibbitt latched on to an Andy 
Gray knockdown to level things up. Glenn Hoddle 
restored the advantage for Keith Burkinshaw's men 
before half-time and they had one foot in the Final 
with just seconds of the match left.

But then Kenny Hibbitt was adjudged to have been 
fouled by Hoddle in the penalty area and headline-
seeking referee Clive Thomas pointed to the spot. 
Willie Carr was given the responsibility of scoring and 
he made no mistake, sending the match into a goalless 
period of extra time and then a replay at Highbury 
which Spurs won comfortably, 3-0.

Manchester City had a troubled start to the season and 
were without a win in their first ten matches with 
Malcolm Allison as manager. John Bond replaced 
Allison as boss in mid-October and results improved 
dramatically, with City reaching the League Cup semi-
final and, after wins against Crystal Palace (4-0), 
Bond's previous club Norwich City (6-0), Peterborough 
(1-0) and Everton (3-1 after a 2-2 draw at Goodison), 
the same stage of the FA Cup, where they beat high-
flying Ipswich 1-0 after extra-time.  

Tommy Hutchison was signed by John Bond from 
Coventry City for £47,000 shortly after being 
appointed manager at Maine Road and he played a 
key role as the club's form and fortunes improved.

On Saturday, with goalkeeper Joe Corrigan saving 
everything Spurs could throw at him, it appeared that 
Hutchison's early header from Ray Ranson's cross 
would be enough for City to lift the Cup. But with the 
clock running down, Glenn Hoddle's shot took a 
wicked deflection off the oldest player on the pitch, 
leaving Corrigan helpless.

Though the 100th FA Cup Final was by no means a 
classic, the replay a few days later certainly was. Ossie 
Ardiles started the move which led to the opening goal 
and it was his Argentinian compatriot Ricky Villa who 
scored it. A few minutes later, though, and City were 
back on terms thanks to a unstoppable volley from the 
edge of the area by 19-year-old Steve Mackenzie.

Bond's side went ahead just after half-time when Paul 
Miller fouled David Bennett and Kevin Reeves made no 
mistake with the penalty. Garth Crooks latched onto 
Hoddle's scooped pass over the City defence to make 
it 2-2 and then Villa scored one of the greatest goals 
ever seen at the famous old stadium. Receiving the 
ball outside the box, he drove forward into the area, 
twisting and turning three City defenders, before 
sliding it under Corrigan and into the net.  
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Three days after Ipswich Town were beaten in the FA 
Cup semi-final at Villa Park 1-0 by Manchester City, 
Paul Power scoring the goal in extra-time, the dejected 
side faced title rivals Aston Villa at the same venue.

Though Bobby Robson's team still had a game in hand 
and a superior goal difference, they were three points 
adrift of leaders Villa and, with just a handful of 
matches left, it was imperative that they left the 
Midlands with both points.

A defensive mix-up between 'keeper Jimmy Rimmer 
and centre-half Ken McNaught allowed Alan Brazil to 
put the visitors ahead and ten minutes from time 
another error, this time a poor back-pass by Des 
Bremner, resulted in Eric Gates making it 2-0. Though 
Gary Shaw pulled a goal back, the gap at the top was 
now down to just a single point.

Afterwards, TV commentator Barry Davies asked Villa 
boss Ron Saunders if, after the loss, he felt everything 
was still to play for and he replied, defiantly and 
famously: "I think so. Do you want to bet against us?".

The manager's belief was well-placed as the following 
Saturday, Ipswich lost 2-0 at home to Arsenal while 
Villa beat Nottingham Forest by the same scoreline, re-
establishing their three point lead. Two days later, the 
Tractor Boys lost the East Anglian derby 1-0, while Villa 
drew with Stoke, and this victory over Middlesbrough 
in their last home game effectively sealed the title.  
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While Villa were beating Middlesbrough, Ipswich Town 
gained a degree of revenge for their FA Cup semi-final 
loss when they beat Manchester City 1-0 at Portman 
Road to keep alive their hopes of winning the title. 

With similar goal differences, Bobby Robson's side 
trailed Villa by four points with two games to play, 
away at Middlesbrough and home to Southampton, 
while Ron Saunders' team had a tough final match at 
in-form Arsenal.

A week later, with Villa 2-0 down at half-time to the 
Gunners and the Tractor Boys leading at Ayresome 
Park through a Paul Mariner goal, Robson's dream of 
emulating Sir Alf Ramsey and bringing the division one 
trophy to Suffolk was alive and kicking.

While there was to be no second-half comeback at 
Highbury, Yugoslav striker Bosco Jankovic equalised 
for Boro ten minutes after the interval and struck again 
two minutes from time to confirm Villa as League 
champions for the first time since 1910.  

Town's final League game of an exhausting campaign 
was played in between the first and second legs of the 
UEFA Cup Final, the club's last chance to win 
silverware after a season which had promised so 
much. Lawrie McMenemy's Saints stormed into a 
three-goal lead after twenty minutes and though the 
home side pulled it back to 3-2 before half-time, they 
could not find an equaliser.  



The route to the final began with an impressive first-leg 
5-1 defeat of Greek side Aris Salonika but the return
game was harder than expected with Bobby Robson's
side at one stage 3-0 down before an Eric Gates goal
calmed their nerves.

There was a similar scenario in the next round, when a 
3-0 lead established at Portman Road against
Bohemians was almost thrown away as the team lost
2-0 in Prague.

Against Polish team Widzew Lodz in the third round, a 
brilliant 5-0 victory at home rendered the 1-0 defeat in 
the away leg of no consequence and, in the quarter-
final, the players were on fire, beating Saint-Etienne, a 
team including Michel Platini, 7-2 on aggregate. Town 
made it through to their first European final with 1-0 
wins home and way against Cologne. 

In the first leg, John Wark set them on the road to glory 
when he converted a penalty to register his 35th goal 
of the campaign and 13th in this competition. FWA 
Footballer of the Year Frans Thijssen added the 
second and Paul Mariner gave the Suffolk side a 
commanding first leg lead.

As in earlier rounds, Robson's men wobbled in Holland 
but the insurance of two first-half away goals meant AZ 
required six goals to win and they fell just short. Wark's 
strike in Amsterdam saw him equal the record for goals 
scored in this competition. 
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In early May, the death of IRA prisoner Bobby Sands in 
Belfast's Maze prison following his sixty-six day hunger 
strike sparked renewed protests in the province. But it 
was against government advice that, just three days 
before the proposed match between Northern Ireland 
and England, the Football Association called it off.

The Minister for Sport, Hector Munro, said the decision 
was "a sad day for British sport" whilst Billy Bingham, 
boss of the Home International champions, declared: 
"It is a stunning blow. The championship is now a 
nonsense."

The day before the opening game of the tournament, 
Wales against Scotland, the Welsh FA announced that 
their match in Belfast was also cancelled after several 
players expressed misgivings about the fixture.

At the Vetch Field, two goals from Crystal Palace 
forward Ian Walsh gave the home side victory and the 
Scots also had Joe Jordan sent off for elbowing an 
opponent. 

In midweek, the Scots bounced back from the loss in 
Wales to record a 2-0 win over Northern Ireland, with 
West Ham's Ray Stewart and Tottenham's Steve 
Archibald the men on target.

The following evening, England and Wales played out a 
poor 0-0 draw at Wembley in front of just 34,280 fans 
to make it four games without a win at the iconic venue 
for Ron Greenwood's side.  
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Due to trouble at previous England against Scotland 
internationals at Wembley, the sale of match tickets 
north of the border had been banned and there were 
strict curbs on the sale of alcohol in London, while bus 
and train services to the ground were suspended.

Though the attendance was given officially at 90,000, 
journalists at the match estimated it to be closer to 
60,000. But after the FA had indicated that any trouble 
could lead to the fixture being cancelled for good, 
thankfully, there were no major incidents of violence.

Players from Liverpool and Ipswich Town, who were 
both involved in end-of-season European finals were 
not involved in the tournament and there was a strong 
case to say this affected Scotland more than England, 
with Alan Hansen, Graeme Souness, Kenny Dalglish, 
John Wark and Alan Brazil all unavailable.

With vital World Cup qualifying games coming up 
against Switzerland and Hungary, England needed a 
convincing performance and although they created 
enough chances to win, it was Scotland who 
triumphed through a John Robertson penalty.

The defeat piled the pressure on Ron Greenwood and 
it was beginning to show on the manager as he 
stormed out of a post-match press conference. The 
chance of qualifying for Spain in 1982 looked bleak 
after a 2-1 loss against the Swiss but a terrific 3-1 win 
in Budapest a week later got England back on track.   



While Nottingham Forest's two-year grip on the 
European Cup was being loosened by CSKA Sofia in 
the first round of this season's competition, Liverpool 
hammered Finnish minnows Oulu 11-2 on aggregate to 
set up a clash with Alex Ferguson's Aberdeen.

The first game at Pittodrie was dominated by the 
visitors but they only had an early Terry McDermott 
goal to show for it. The pattern of play was repeated at 
Anfield where Ray Clemence had only one save to 
make all evening, with Liverpool hitting four goals 
without reply. 

Forest's conquerors' CSKA were the opponents in the 
quarter-final, but they were brushed aside 6-1 on 
aggregate to set up this clash with Bayern Munich. The 
Germans were delighted to have gained a draw in the 
first leg but, crucially, they had not scored an away 
goal.

Bob Paisley had injury problems ahead of the return 
game with Alan Kennedy and Phil Thompson both out, 
so the comparatively inexperienced Richard Money 
and Colin Irwin deputised. Kenny Dalglish added to 
Paisley's woes when he limped off after just five 
minutes to be replaced by youngster Howard Gayle.

But the players performed superbly and seven minutes 
from time Ray Kennedy put the English side ahead. 
Though Bayern equalised, it was too late and Liverpool 
made it through to their third European Cup Final. 

With the injury problems which had hindered the club's 
League campaign resolved, Bob Paisley was able to 
select his first-choice team for only the second time 
since Liverpool beat Aberdeen 4-0 in this competition 
back in November.

On the bench in Paris were Steve Ogrizovic, Jimmy 
Case, Colin Irwin, Richard Money and Howard Gayle, 
who the manager had praised for his role in knocking 
out Bayern Munich, believing the German's had been 
surprised by his pace.

Madrid perhaps shaded the first-half and just minutes 
into the second period had a glorious chance to take 
the lead when Jose Antonio Camacho beat the offside 
trap and, with only Ray Clemence to beat, chipped the 
ball over the advancing 'keeper but also over the bar.

With nine minutes to go and extra-time seemingly 
inevitable, Ray Kennedy's throw-in was chested down 
in the penalty area by his namesake Alan, who blasted 
the ball into the back of the net to win Liverpool's third 
European Cup in five seasons.

So, Kirkby's own Phil Thompson followed in the 
footsteps of Manchester United's Bobby Charlton, 
Liverpool's Emlyn Hughes and Nottingham Forest's 
John McGovern in lifting the most sought-after 
silverware in European football.

For the manager, it was his tenth major trophy - and he 
wasn't finished yet.

Season 1980-81 
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3: Season 1981-82

Grandstand first appeared on television screens in October, 1958, presented briefly by Peter 
Dimmock and then by David Coleman. It soon established itself as the BBC's flagship Saturday 
afternoon sports programme, featuring football previews, live horse racing and much more. 
Frank Bough took over the anchor role in 1968, handing it on to Des Lynam in 1983. 

A key element of the show since its inception was Final Score during which the day's football 
results would appear on-screen via the teleprinter. By the 1980s, these were displayed on the 
much more hi-tech vidiprinter.

When most of the matches had ended, it was then time for a reading of the classified football 
results, which was undertaken from 1958 to 1995 by Len Martin, followed by the pools news 
and then a look at the League tables. 

On April 1st, 1989, while Des was presenting the show, a 'fight' broke out in the background 
between members of the production staff but it was later announced that it had been staged as 
an April Fools Day prank.    
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In response to the success of the BBC's Grandstand, in 1965 ITV launched its own sports 
magazine World of Sport, initially presented by Eamon Andrews then, from 1968, by Dickie 
Davies. 

The most popular segments of the show were the football preview On The Ball, hosted by 
Brian Moore then later by Ian St John with Jimmy Greaves, horse racing, featuring the ITV 
Seven in which punters had to pick the winners of seven televised races, and wrestling, with 
commentary by Kent Walton on household names such as Big Daddy and Giant Haystacks. 

Other World of Sport presenters until its demise in October, 1985, were Fred Dineage, Steve 
Rider and Jim Rosenthal. The horse racing results were read by John Tyrrel and the football 
results by Bob Colston.

4: Season 1982-83



5: Season 1983-84
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In 1969, as his football career with Liverpool was coming to an end, Ian St John began working 
with Radio Merseyside and, to further his blossoming media career, he entered a competition 
run by the Sportsnight with Coleman programme to find a new football commentator whose 
prize was to be part of the BBC team for the following year's World Cup.

The 10,000 entrants were narrowed down to six finalists and St John tied for first place but 
missed out as the chairman of the panel judging the event, England manager Sir Alf Ramsey, 
gave his casting vote to Idwal Robling, who went on to enjoy a long career with BBC Wales. 
Gerry Harrison finished third and became the voice of Anglia Television's coverage of football, 
while radio DJ Ed 'Stewpot' Stewart, came fifth.

Originally hosted by Brian Moore as part of World of Sport, St John took over the Saturday 
afternoon football preview show in 1983, later joined by Jimmy Greaves. When World of Sport 
was axed in 1985, the duo presented their own hugely popular programme, Saint and 
Greavsie. 



Barry Davies began his broadcasting career with ITV and was in the running to be the host 
and commentator for London Weekend Television's new football show The Big Match in 1968, 
but ultimately Jimmy Hill chose Brian Moore. 

He joined the BBC in 1969 and became synonymous with Match of the Day for the next thirty-
five years, covering numerous domestic matches. One of his most famous commentaries on 
the programme was in 1974 when Derby County's Francis Lee scored a sensational goal 
against his former club, Manchester City, when Davies said: "Interesting, very interesting! Look 
at his face, just look at his face!"

As well as twelve European Cup Finals, including the tragic one at the Heysel Stadium in 
1985, Barry covered seven European Championships and ten World Cup tournaments. 
After the infamous 'Hand of God' goal, he described Diego Maradona's second strike in 
the 1986 quarter-final against England by saying: "He has Burruchaga to his left and Valdano 
to his left, he doesn’t need any of them… oh, you have to say that’s magnificent.” 

But his skills were not limited to football and he also commentated on several sports in the 
Olympics, together with the annual Oxford-Cambridge Boat Race.

6: Season 1984-85



After joining the BBC as a radio commentator in 1969, John Motson switched to Match of the 
Day in October, 1971, and, just a few months later, enjoyed the good fortune to cover one of 
the biggest shocks in FA Cup history.  

After a 2-2 draw at St James' Park, the third round replay between Southern League minnows 
Hereford United and First Division Newcastle United was held on the day allocated for the 
fourth round of the competition having been postponed no less than three times. 

At Edgar Street, Malcolm Macdonald put the visitors ahead before, with time running out, the 
home side equalised, with Motson describing the action as follows. "Oh what a goal! Radford 
the scorer. Ronnie Radford! And the crowd are invading the pitch. What a tremendous shot by 
Ronnie Radford." In extra-time, substitute Ricky George hit the winner for the underdogs.

John was the commentator when Wimbledon caused another massive FA Cup upset when 
they beat Liverpool in the final (see page 118) and was at Hillsborough a year later when he 
reported on the tragedy which unfolded rather than the abandoned semi-final.

Motson continued to provide commentary until his retirement in 2017, having covered ten 
World Cups, ten European Championships and twenty-nine FA Cup Finals. 

7: Season 1985-86



8: Season 1986-87

In his eleven seasons at Arsenal, goalkeeper Bob Wilson made 308 appearances and was an 
ever-present during Arsenal's double-winning campaign of 1970-71, when they famously 
clinched the League title at White Hart Lane, the home of their north London rivals, Tottenham, 
five days before beating Liverpool in the FA Cup Final.

The BBC's Saturday afternoon sports programme Grandstand had a slot called Football 
Preview, presented by its sports editor Sam Leitch, but this was re-launched as Football Focus 
in 1974 and, after retiring as a player in May, Bob was the first host, making his debut on 
Saturday 17th August.  

Bob's media career had grown during the decade after he had been one of the BBC's expert 
pundits during the 1970 World Cup in Mexico. He continued to be the anchor of Football Focus 
throughout the 1980s, whilst also presenting Sunday Grandstand and, occasionally, the 
flagship Saturday programme itself, being in the studio on the fateful day of the Hillsborough 
tragedy in April, 1989.   



A Question of Sport was first broadcast on BBC1 in January, 1970, when David Vine was the 
host and the captains were ex-boxer Henry Cooper and former rugby union player and 
commentator, Cliff Morgan. 

In the 1980s, the host was veteran broadcaster David Coleman (centre), the channel's voice of 
athletics and football coverage, with various captains, though perhaps the most notable pairing 
being Liverpool and England footballer Emlyn Hughes (left) and Bill Beaumont (right), captain 
of England's rugby union side.

One of the most famous episodes was in 1987 when, in the Picture Round of the quiz, Hughes 
failed to identify HRH Princess Anne and gave his answer as the male jockey, John Reid. 
Mortified by his mistake, Hughes said: "Don't put that out. They'll hang me." A couple of weeks 
later, Princess Anne herself appeared as a member on Emlyn's team to celebrate the 
programme's 200th episode with an astonishing nineteen million viewers tuning in to watch it.

When Emlyn left the show in 1988, he was replaced by England cricket legend Ian Botham. 

9: Season 1987-88



Elton Welsby began his broadcasting career in the 1970s, working on Granada television's 
Kick Off programme, with commentator Gerald Sinstadt, which focused on football teams in 
the north-west, primarily the two Manchester sides, Liverpool and Everton, his boyhood club, 
but the smaller clubs in the region, too.

Throughout the 1980s, he played a prominent role in ITV's football output, as well as, in 1988, 
hosting the overnight coverage of the Seoul Olympics for the channel.

It was also in 1988 that ITV negotiated exclusive rights with the Football League to show live 
games from division one and Elton was chosen as the presenter of the new show to cover 
them, imaginatively called The Match. The following year, Granada brought Kick Off back on 
Friday evenings, with Elton once again the host of the show.       

10: Season 1988-89
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11: Teletext Gallery

A teletext page consists of 24 rows down, each with 40 characters across. Row 0 is used to 
display the page number, the name of the service and the date/time, with row 24 set aside for 
the fastext links, leaving rows 1 to 23 for information and graphics.

The content on a page is created using a keyboard and consists of alpha numeric and/or 
graphical characters which can be displayed (along with the background) in eight different 
colours: red, green, yellow, blue, magenta, cyan, white and black. The editor inputting the 
content would be mindful that certain colour combinations couldn't be used as they would not 
provide enough contrast to make a page readable. 

In graphics mode, each character is made up of six cells which can be turned on or off 
individually, with an image formed by using a group of these graphic characters together. It 
can be a laborious process but the end results are often stunning and there are still many 
active teletext artists across Europe producing wonderful images.   



1980 Teletext Pages



1981 Teletext Pages



1982 Teletext Pages



1983 Teletext Pages



Triumph and disaster were common themes for football during the 1980s. The 
decade began with success for English clubs in the European Cup before the 
scourge of soccer for many years, hooliganism, resulted in the Heysel tragedy 
and a long ban from UEFA competitions, with the events in Brussels occurring
in the same month as the horriÞc Bradford Þre.

Liverpool carried on where they left off in the 1970s by winning trophy after
ttrophy, but Nottingham Forest, Aston Villa, Tottenham, Manchester United and
Everton supporters all had plenty to cheer, too, while in Scotland, the astute
management of Alex Ferguson at Aberdeen and Jim McLean at Dundee United
shook up the domination of the Old Firm.

On the international front, the Þnal British Home Championship took place, while
Paolo Rossi, Michel Platini, and Marco van Basten lit up the major tournaments,
as did Diego Maradona, though he also displayed the darker side of his game. 

The lThe last year of the decade witnessed the return of ‘those two imposters’, with
the devastating disaster at Hillsborough followed by Arsenal’s triumph at AnÞeld
in one of the most dramatic conclusions to a football season ever. 
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