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MARK STUPPLE
C L U B  C H A I R M A N
Good afternoon and welcome back to Stoneham Lane for the start of another
exciting season. It’s always a pleasure to open our campaign in front of our
supporters, and on behalf of everyone at the club I’d like to extend a warm welcome
to today’s visitors, Bournemouth Sports Reserves.

The summer has been a positive one across the club. We’ve strengthened our
partnership off the pitch with a new three-year deal with Nike and Kitlocker, which is
a fantastic step forward for AFC Stoneham. Partnerships like this help us continue to
grow and provide the players with the best possible platform to succeed.

For me, one of the most important things is the progress we’re making in the
women’s game. We are fully committed to backing women’s football, and we want
AFC Stoneham Ladies to continue being a driving force in this area. The squad have
worked hard through pre-season, and their commitment and professionalism make
us proud to support them every step of the way.

Our ambition is not just about results on the pitch, but about continuing to build a
strong pathway and a thriving environment for women’s and girls’ football here at
Stoneham. That’s something we will keep pushing for, season after season.

Thank you for your support today and throughout the year ahead. Your backing
means so much to the players and to the club as a whole. We can’t wait to share
another season of challenges, progress and, hopefully, plenty of success together.

Mark



CAM
SMITH

F I R S T  T E A M  M A N A G E R

Good afternoon and welcome
back to Stoneham Lane for the
first game of the new season.
It’s brilliant to see familiar faces
here again, and I’d like to extend
a warm welcome to our visitors,
Bournemouth Sports Reserves.
We know they’ll give us a tough
test to start things off.

Pre-season has been really
positive. The girls have worked
hard, shown great commitment,
and there’s been a real
togetherness in the group. The
performances in our friendlies
have been encouraging, but
more importantly, the attitude
and spirit have been spot on.
We feel ready to get going.

It’s also been a big summer for
the club off the pitch, with our
new three-year deal with Nike
and Kitlocker. That’s an exciting
step for AFC Stoneham Ladies
and shows the progress we’re
making as a club.
Now the focus turns fully to the
football. We know every game
in this league is tough, and we’ll
need to be at our best week in,
week out. Last year, we showed
we can compete at the top end,
and this season, we’ll be doing
everything we can to challenge
again.

Thanks as always for your
support, it means so much to
the team. Let’s get behind the
girls and enjoy another exciting
campaign together.

Cam



The History Book
The club was founded in 1919 as the Royal Engineers (Ordnance Survey Office) FC by
soldiers returning from the First World War, although there is a record of matches being
played by Ordnance Survey Royal Engineers vs The Gentlemen of Tenby in 1888.

The club joined the Southampton Junior League in 1919, and won the Junior B division in
1920/21 and were admitted to the Hampshire League Divisional Section, which was a junior
league with no automatic right to promotion. The divisional section was split into East and
West the following year, with the club finishing mid-table in the East Division. Nicknamed
‘The Mapmakers’, it’s believed the club merged with the Post Office team, when they moved
to the Civil Service Ground and formed a new club, Southampton Civil Service in 1923/24.
That year, the newly formed club finished fourth in the West Division.

The Royal Engineers (OSO) split from the Civil Service side the following year, but the
Engineers picked up where they left off, finishing as runners-up in the West Division in
1924/25, 1 point behind Totton. Again, there was no automatic entry to the Hampshire
County Division to the frustration of both clubs. In 1929, the club simplified it’s name to
Ordnance Survey, but struggled in the bottom 3 or 4 places in the league, reaching rock
bottom of Division Two in 1930/31, but 6th out of 14 the following season. After finishing third
from bottom in 1933/34, the club slipped out of county football, returning to the
Southampton Senior League. This exile from county football would go on to last 64 years.

Success became hard to come by, apart from the reserves winning the Junior B Cup in 1937.
The club switch to Sunday League football from 1960 to 1966, then returned to Saturday
Football, re-joining Southampton Junior Division 8. The club swiftly worked it’s way through
he ranks, and achieved promotion to the Premier Division for a short spell in 1973. The club
won the Senior Division One title twice in 1982/83 and 1992/93, alongside the reserves once
again winning the Junior Cup in 1993.

Above: The Civil Service Ground located in the Shirley area of Southampton



The club grew in size from that point onwards, forming a 3rd XI and a Veteran’s XI. The
veterans side had much success winning Junior Division 6 in 1996 and gained successive
promotions before becoming founding members of the now very popular Veterans League.
The first team won the Senior Premier Division in 1996/97, which finally took them back to
county football. The club missed out on a unique treble - each time they have joined the
league in their own right, they have finished runners-up in their first season. In both 1921/22
and 1924/25, this feat was accomplished, but were 2 points short of a repeat in 1997/98. This
was quickly put right the following season as they finished runners up to Clanfield and
gained promotion to the newly formed Hampshire Premier League Division One. By now, the
club realised that a stable future lay in the hands of young players and set up a youth
section, starting with an U16 side, moving into U18 in their 2nd year. This proved a great
success, with the U18's winning Southampton Youth Division 3 at the first attempt. The same
year, the veterans gained promotion to Division 2, as well as winning the Veterans Cup. 

Even though 1998/99 was a great season for the club on the pitch, an era ended as the Civil
Service Ground was closed at the end of the season. Fortunately, with help with the local
council, ‘Survey’ were relocated to Lordshill Recreation Ground. This was only to be a
temporary home, as the club moved to their new home at Stoneham Park in 2002. 

The First Division of the Hampshire League proved to be too strong, with the club relegated
in their first season at the higher level in 1999/00. Positions of 11th, 8th, 4th and 6th were
reached before the formation of the Wessex League Division Three in 2004/05. The team
finished 13th and 12th, before opening a new chapter in the clubs history - changing its
name to Stoneham in 2006. 

After finishing 14th in the Wessex League Division Two in 2006/07, the club became founding
members, alongside 16 others, of the Hampshire Premier League which was set up following
the dissolution of the Wessex League bottom division. During the 2007 close season the club
decided to enhance it’s new identity by adding ‘AFC’ to Stoneham. This had an immediate
effect, with AFC Stoneham winning the Hampshire Premier League in the 2007/08 season,
whilst also reaching the Senior League Cup final, just missing out on an impressive double.
2009/10 saw the Senior League Cup added to the honours list while the U16 team won
Southampton Youth Division 3. Further success followed in 2011/12, having moved once
again to Jubilee Park the previous season, with the reserves completing a league and cup
double and the U16's once again winning the league - a 3rd year in a row! This was the
same year the first team made their first trip to St. Mary’s for the Southampton Senior Cup
final, beating Bush Hill to achieve their highest honour to date. 

The club merged with Granley Rovers FC, incorporating a complete youth setup which
would now provide football from minnows through to veterans. The success the previous
season was continued in 2012/13 when the club joined an elite list of clubs to retain the
Southampton Senior Cup, beating Brockenhurst on penalties in the final. The U18's won the
Southampton Youth Division 2 and many of the clubs now 17 teams reached finals and
semi-finals, whilst also finishing in high league positions. In 2015, the club earned promotion
to the Wessex League, as well as winning the Hampshire Premier League Cup for a second
time. AFC Stoneham finished 8th in their first season in the Wessex League Division One and
our youth teams won the Testway League Cup at both U15 and U16 level, while the U18
Hampshire League team won the Hampshire Youth League Cup. We also saw our first
Women’s team compete in the Hampshire Women’s Division One. 



More progress off the pitch in 2016/17, as the club turned on their new floodlights on October
6th 2016. The first team ventured into the FA Vase for the first time in our history, claiming
wins against Malmesbury Victoria (Wiltshire) and Longlevens (Gloucestershire) both from
the Hellenic League, before losing to Shaftesbury.

In the same season, Stoneham beat Aldershot Town 5-0 in the Russell Cotes Cup, before
losing to Southern League Premier side Gosport Borough 3-2 in the quarter final and went
out at the same stage in the Hampshire Senior Cup, losing 2-0 at Basingstoke Town. Our
reserves, with the emphasis now very much on developing young talent from the clubs
youth system, reached the final of the Wyvern Combination League Cup, losing 2-1 to
Southern League Petersfield Town. The first team finished 8th once again in the Wessex
League Division One.

2017/18 saw AFC Stoneham improve their league position to 5th and reaching the final of
the Russell Cotes Cup, losing to Wessex League Premier Division champions Andover Town
1-0, at their Portway Stadium in front of a 500+ crowd. The club enjoyed memorable nights
on the way to the final, winning 4-3 at AFC Portchester in the quarter final and 3-1 at AFC
Totton in the semi-final. During the 2018/19 season the first team recorded a run of 20
league games without defeat, only one of 3 teams at our level in the country to do so, as we
pushed for promotion to the Wessex League Premier Division.

For the first time in our 100 year history, we entered the FA Cup as one of the lowest ranked
teams in the competition and had tremendous wins, 3-0 at AFC Porchester after a replay
and 2-0 at home to Evo-Stik South side, Westfield. Sadly our adventure ended in the hands
of Cirencester Town in the next round at home, in front of a 350+ strong crowd. Prior to the
Cirencester Town game, as the lowest ranked team left in the competition, we had a visit
from the FA Cup with many junior and senior players present for photos for a cup run that
will live long in the memory. The club finished the 2018/19 season with another trip to St.
Mary’s in the Southampton Senior Cup final, losing 3-0 to Alresford Town. This ended a
memorable cup run, which included a 4-3 win against Winchester City, thanks to a 94th
minute winner from Ben Clarke.

Above: The Civil Service Ground located in the Shirley area of Southampton



The club sealed the Wessex League Division One title on another memorable night, away to
Totton & Eling, drawing 3-3 after playing 3 games in 5 days! The club were subsequently
promoted to the Wessex League Premier Division for the first time in our history.

The clubs first ever season in the Wessex League Premier Division was cut short due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, but there were plenty of positives to take away as the club sat in 2nd
as the season was deemed null and void. In January 2020, the club moved to our new £10m
home at Stoneham Lane, still using the old Chestnut Avenue ground for pre-season
friendlies before its sad closure in October 2020. It will always hold fantastic memories with
huge affection, as the place that allowed the club to write its most recent history and grow.

Season 2020/21 was also impacted by the pandemic, with upward movement based on
performance over the last 2 seasons. Stoneham lost out on a place in the Southern League
to Lymington Town. Our first full season in the Wessex League Premier Division saw the club
finish 5th, followed by missing out on promotion in 2022/23 on goal difference. In 2023/24,
the club finished in 2nd, losing the play-off final to Shaftesbury. 

The 2024/25 had a strong sense of déjà vu as far as the league season was concerned - we
finished 2  again, finishing on 90+ points for the third successive season, this time losing in
the play-off semi final to Andover New Street. However, this will always be a season
remembered for our cup exploits. The dream of reaching Wembley was very much alive in
the FA Vase, reaching the furthest stage in our clubs history, eventually losing out to
Andover New Street on penalties in the quarter finals after leading for the majority of the
game. The 1  team also reached 3 other cup finals, winning the Hampshire Senior Cup for
the very first time in our history, convincingly vs Wessex Premier Division champions AFC
Porchester, 3-0. Another trophy was added to the cabinet a month later, as we lifted the
Southampton Senior Cup for a third time, with another 3-0 victory, this time against
Millbrook at St. Mary’s.
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Below: The FA Cup making an appearance at Chestnut Avenue during the 2018/19 season
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ON THE ROADIn The Southern Region LeagueIn The Southern Region League

AFC Varsity - 3 Miles 

Andover New Street - 30 Miles 

Bemerton Heath H. - 27 Miles

Bournemouth Sports - 32 Miles

Burseldon - 7 Miles

Farnham Town - 37 Miles

Guernsey - 137 Miles

Havant & Waterlooville - 24 Miles

Nursling & Shirely - 6 Miles

Shaftesbury - 46 Miles

Wimborne Town - 32 Miles



THE LARGEST TAXI &
PRIVATE HIRE COMPANY IN

SOUTHAMPTON

ESTABLISHED IN 1972

OFFICIAL AFC STONEHAM
WOMEN’S HOME KIT

SPONSOR

www.radiotaxisonline.co.uk
(023) 80 666 666





HEADING TO
STONEHAM LANE...

Bournemouth Sports FC comprises both
Youth and Adult Sections, each with distinct
origins that merged to form a unified
football club. The Youth Section began in
1992 as Cannon Colts YFC, founded by Bill
Laxton to provide football opportunities for
boys in Colehill, Wimborne. Named after
Cannon Hill Plantation, the club started with
a single Under-10 team and expanded
rapidly, especially after the FA introduced
mini-soccer in the 1990s. This growth
positioned Cannon Colts as one of Dorset’s
largest youth football clubs.

The Adult Section originated from Mercury
FC, which played at the Civil Service Ground
in Kinson until 2005, when the ROKO Leisure
Centre acquired the site. The team played
under the name ROKO until 2008, then

moved to Chapel Gate and reverted to
Mercury FC. In 2009, they formally aligned
with Bournemouth Sports Club, adopting the
name Bournemouth Sports FC. The club’s
first team transitioned from the
Bournemouth Hayward Leagues to the
Hampshire Premier League’s Senior Division
in 2011, while the Reserves continued local
Sunday league play.

In the 2009/10 season, Cannon Colts YFC
and Bournemouth Sports FC merged,
combining youth development with senior-
level competition. The merger created a
comprehensive football pathway from mini-
soccer to adult leagues, positioning
Bournemouth Sports FC as a leading
destination for football on the South Coast.
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2-1

3-2
TUESDAY 29  JULY 2025th

SOUTHERN REGION DIVISION ONE SOUTH

BOURNEMOUTH
SPORTS

Nickname: 
Formed:
Home Ground:
Last Season:

-
2009
Bournemouth Sports Club
8  Southern Region Division One Southth

FORM GUIDEHEAD TO HEAD

SATURDAY 2  AUGUST 2025nd

CHAIRMANS CUP ¼ FINAL

TUESDAY 5  AUGUST 2025th

0-1
CHAIRMANS CUP SEMI FINAL

15

Bournemouth Sports Club
Southern Region Division One South

Emma Simpson ⚽

Sunday 17  November 2024th

Stoneham Lane
Southern Region Division One South

Mia Flood ⚽
Aimee Gritt ⚽

Chloe Marshall ⚽
Mia House ⚽

Sunday 12  Janurary 2025th



1 BOARD £250

2 BOARDS £450

4 BOARDS £850

16

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOTBALL
CLUB WHILE GIVING YOUR

COMPANY BRAND EXPOSURE AT
STONEHAM LANE

As well as being seen by those that attend Stoneham Lane on a
matchday, our facility is used by more than 10,000 people in

our local community every week.

Each sponsorship includes: 

Pitch Side Sponsor Board (2.4m x 0.6m)
Company Name mentioned on our website

Company featured on social media channels

Interested in getting involved?
Get in touch with us!

Mark Stupple
AFC Stoneham Chairman

chairman@afcstoneham.co.uk





GRITT
AIMEE

When did you join the Purps?
I re-joined Stoneham in 2024, having
previously played for the U18 JPL team
in 2022!

Who did you play for before
joining the Purps?
Before playing for Stoneham, I played
for Southampton Womens Reserves.

What’s the best goal you
have scored for the Purps?
My favourite goal is definitely my
penalty in the SDFA semi final against
my old team! It was the winning
penalty and we deserved nothing
more than to win the game and make
it to the final!

How do you relax outside of
football?
To relax, I like to go to the gym with my
girlfriend, making healthy meals and
being active - as well as watching lots
of Gogglebox!

QUICK FIRE
QUESTIONS

Aimee is the first player
to face our questions...

What is your favourite
AFC Stoneham
moment?
My favourite moment has to be
playing a really scrappy game away
vs Shanklin in the FA Cup and beating
them to progress to the next round!



STUCK ON A DESERTISLAND WITHWORST TRAINER

ON MY BIRTHDAY...

ALWAYS LATE

MY TEAM FOOTBALL HERO

1984
Apple launch the
first ‘Macintosh’
computer

76 BC
Roman Emporer
Hadrian born

2011

Adele releases
her second
album, ‘21’





SOUTHERN REGION
DIVISION ONE SOUTH

L E A G U E  T A B L E S  &  F I X T U R E S C O R R E C T  A S  A T  3 0 / 0 8 / 2 5

TEAM P W D L +/- PTSGF GA
1 AFC Stoneham 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 AFC Varsity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 Andover New Street 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
4 Bemerton Heath H. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
5 Bournemouth Sports 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
6 Burseldon 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
7 Farnham Town 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
8 Guernsey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
9 Havant & W’looville 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 0 Nursling & Shirley 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

1 1 Shaftesbury 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 2 Wimborne Town 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

SOUTHERN REGION DIVISION ONE SOUTH

vsAFC Stoneham Bournemouth Sports
Sunday 31  August 2025st

vsBemerton Heath H. Burseldon
vsGuernsey Wimborne Town
vsNursling & Shirley Andover New Street
vsAFC Varsity Shaftesbury
vsHavant & W’looville Farnham Town

vsBournemouth Sports Guernsey
Sunday 7  September 2025th

vsAFC Varsity AFC Stoneham
Sunday 14  September 2025th

vsAndover New Street Havant & W’looville
vsBurseldon Bournemouth Sports
vsFarnham Town Guernsey
vsShaftesbury Nursling & Shirley
vsWimborne Town Bemerton Heath H.



SHOP NOW!
AFC STONEHAM ONLINE CLUB SHOP

USE THE QR CODE BELOW TO ACCES OUR
ONLINE CLUB SHOP, STOCKED WITH ALL

OFFICIAL CLUB MERCHANDISE



BUILDING A
COMMUNITY TO LAST
AFC Stoneham helps to create a united football environment that tackles inequalities,
delivers inspirational opportunities and improves the health and wellbeing for all within our
community. We are at the heart of our community, generating a defined social, health and
economic benefit. This has been defined by the Football Association as follows:

SOCIAL VALUE

Every £1 invested in AFC
Stoneham, £7.20 is generated

in social value! That is a
healthier and happier

community through football.

This represents an impressive
annual benefit of £6,529,900!

VOLUNTEERS

Our 450 volunteer’s time could
be worth just over £1,125 per

person annually, totalling
£506,412!

We count this as a cost to
volunteers who give up their
time for FREE, that the club

would otherwise need to pay
for the services they provide.

COMMUNITY

Grassroots football at AFC
Stoneham has a more
inclusive and diverse

participation base than is seen
in the local population.

The proportion of AFC
Stoneham’s population

represented by the BAME
community is 18%, whereas in

Eastleigh it is only 5.4%.

This is just one area we are
able to highlight the fantastic
opportunities available to our
local community, to help build

and grow a welcoming,
inclusive and diverse

community through football!

INVESTMENT

SOCIAL INVESTMENT
(£910,900)

The annual cost of our club,
including not only our own

expenditure, but also
members expenditure and
estimated value of unpaid

volunteer time.

HEALTH

HEALTH SYSTEM BENEFIT
(£638,228)

The reduced cost pressure on
the NHS and other health
services in the UK, from
creating a more active

community.

AFC Stoneham is within the LA of Eastleigh, which is ranked 288 out of 317 LA’s nationally on
the indices of Multiple Deprivation (ONS).

Sources for key statistics stated:
The FA Limited ‘The Social and Economic Value of Adult Grassroots Football in England’
Essex FA ‘Moving Forward Strategy 2028’



STATISTICS 2025/26
F I X T U R E S  &  R E S U L T S

August
KICK OFF RESULT REFEREE ATT.

Sunday 31 Bournemouth Sports 2:00pm

COMP.

D1S - - -
September
Sunday 7

Sunday 28

Hassocks

Nursling & Shirley

WFAC

D1S

2:00pm - - -

2:00pm - - -
October
Sunday 5 Havant & Waterlooville D1S 2:00pm - - -
Sunday 12 Guernsey D1S 2:00pm - - -

Sunday 14 AFC Varsity D1S 2:00pm - - -

STATISTICS 2025/26
R O L L  C A L L  -  A p p e a r a n c e s  &  G o a l s

APP
D1S

GLS APP
WFAC

GLS APP
SDFA

GLS APP
HFC

GLS APP
OTHER

GLS
Emma STAIT - - - - - - - - - -
Abbie AWDAS - - - - - - - - - -
Zoe BACHE - - - - - - - - - -
Lucy BICKNELL - - - - - - - - - -
Larnie BISSON - - - - - - - - - -
Abby CHOW - - - - - - - - - -
Millie EVANS - - - - - - - - - -
Mia FLOOD - - - - - - - - - -
Summer GOOUCH - - - - - - - - - -
Aimee GRITT - - - - - - - - - -
Pyrena HEATH - - - - - - - - - -

Eva KELLY - - - - - - - - - -
Chloe MARSHALL - - - - - - - - - -
Megan NEWTON - - - - - - - - - -

Kayden WOOD - - - - - - - - - -

Mia HOUSE - - - - - - - - - -

Emma SIMPSON - - - - - - - - - -
Tiegan STEVENS - - - - - - - - - -
Isabel SULLIVAN - - - - - - - - - -

Sophie LUNNON - - - - - - - - - -
Praise PETRACHE - - - - - - - - - -



YOUR LOGO
HERE

YOUR
LOGO
HERE

YOUR
LOGO
HERE

#UpThePurps

FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL:
stonehamladies@gmail.com



Match Referee
Cheuk Yin Wong

Assistant Referee
N/A

Assistant Referee
N/A

Emma Stait
Abbie Awdas

Zoe Bache
Lucy Bicknell
Larnie Bisson

Abby Chow
Millie Evans

Mia Flood
Summer Goouch

Aimee Gritt
Pyrena Heath

Mia House
Eva Kelly

Chloe Marshall
Megan Newton

Emma Simpson
Tiegan Stevens

Isabel Sullivan
Kayden Wood

Sophie Lunnon
Praise Petrache

The Purps
Manager: Cameron Smith

SQUAD LIST NOT
PROVIDED

Bournemouth Sports
Manager: Ricky Barton


