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FHello readers!
, Welcome to the second edition of The Local Scene Magazine - Back to

- School Edition. I was inspired to maRe this edition because I am entering

. the final year of my degree, and I've met so many talented individuals along
ke way that have supported my journey. So I thought what better way
than showcasing some of the talent of individuals that are afso undertaking
my degree than having a special feature edition. But don’t Yyou worry my
Geelong locals, whilst majority of the bands featured in this edition are
Melbourne based, we'll be coming back home for the next edition, This
edition is also special as I had help from other talented individuals from the

Geelong area, I'd like to thank each and everyone one of them for the
contributions and talents!

—_—

 Hope you enjoy!

-Ella Raye xo ‘
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The Rese of @72}5%@1 Mieclsa

Author- Tahlia Walker

staring at them through a screen? Well you’'re not alone ’che'r !
2020 's culture is all about physical media, and it’s making
absolute waves for up and coming creatives!

A few years ago, we saw the beginning of a huge increase in e
young people ditching the new, and going back te the old. This ;
has included buying vinyl recerds and €D’s, creating physical ' 3
scrapbooks, berrowing books and DUD’s frem lecal libraries, _ ‘
reading paper magazines - and s much moere! The possibilities :

hauve been found to be quite endless. ot only is this trend
beneficial to mental health, but it alse brings like-minded
people together in many unexpected ways. Being inspired by
someome’s artwork and creating your ewn, barrewing your
friends CD player, evren making a birthday card by hand - these
little changes can be incorporated into your modern routine,
and make things se much mere meaningful for you, and for whe
you share it with.

Se why is this “trend” becoming se popular amengst younsg
people?

The answers tend te vrary. Many yoeung people believe in
unplugging frem the critical,hectic, aften tiring enline weorld
of today, as it greates stress, anxiety, fatigue, and asensation
that people are actually more disconnected from the real weorld
- regardless of what secial media tries to sell, which is that it in
fact connects us to the world beyond. In a loet of cases, the
online world can gertainly cennect us in a sense, and there is
mnodenying that it has its benefits.




But it also means that as a seciety, we hauve hugely ditched a lot
of other forms of useful, fun, and creative media outlets that
have been cemmecting us leng before the internet came to be.
The art of letter writing? Making your ewn posters? Burning
CD’s to make the perfect playlist? Most of these art forms have
been lost te “cenuenience” - or they're at least a lot more
scarce to come by statistically. Teung people have noew begun
te almost rebel against this idea - using yoeur phone for
everything is quite frankly beceming boring! And it deesm’t
nearly provide the same amount of satisfaction as using
semething like a cord phene, or a videoe camera, or a
skRetchbook. Items like these have bosamed in popularity in the
face of rapid growth techmoelegies and internet use, and some
are truly calling this a rebellion.

Uintage Tech

Uintage tech is particularly en the rise, as more and meore
people of all ages are buying second hand or brand new digital
camera’s, flip-phemes and CD players to use in their everyday
life. ot enly are items like these more aesthetically pleasing
for the user, but they are alse very accessible and easy to come
by due to their increase in popularity today. Affordable vintage
techmoelegies such as these are a lot more cemmenplace than
you might think! Even stopping inte your lecal Kmart will give
you access to disposable film cameras and digicams, so
there&#39;s really ne excuse! Current trends point tewards
developing and printing yoeur photes se that yeu can easily pop
them inte an album te display for your friends and family - the
perfect ceel and cesy hobby idea for your new year!

The Rese of p?zcyé@caf iedsa

Author- Tahlia Walker




The Rrse of Physical lMhedsa

Author- Tahlia Walker

Now, we Rnow what you're going to say; Why use a recerd
player if Spotify exists? Why shouldn’t I use Geogle calendar
instead of a paper diary? Is a phote album really going to be
more accessible than my phene gallery® With the unnerving
introeduction of AI technelegy, using eur brains te create
physical media and indulge in ‘analeg hobbies’ are mere
important new than ever before, as the risk of lesing human
creativity and conmection is a reality that is quietly creeping

inte modern day society. If you want to P

fight this system, how about unplugging for a while and ;
threwing a vinyl en the recerd player? How about scrapbosking 3
your 2026 goals using old newspapers and magazines? Or l
borrowing DUDE&#39;s from libraries rather than streaming |

them enline® There are countless projects te try eut, and
people from all generations are giving it a go themselues. Many
omline creaters are sharing and teaching the weorld abeut their
owm analeg hobbies that you can gain inspe from - a poesitive
side of social media that has begun te take the creative weorld by !
storm. Physical media Reeps human creativity alive, while >
fighting the nerm and benefiting yoeur mental health - what’s
not to leve? j
{
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W il and sing. T Catl and T play bass and I sing as
WA

k. Cuir: e formed e band in year 12 and we fud a drum leacher whose name wasn { Rod or Robbte.
f' T was Zuch. Bul we Rind of sw fim and we re ke, 1o, I ik, you stowld be called Rot instead,
" A Dren Dtal kind of ke evolved inly Robie. And hen we foad & abs an assessmend and vur leactier
was (Re, 40 you guys fhave @ name for your j/ﬂgﬂ? And we re going b ab Die Eonans. Toal was our
acliial muste leactier s name. And Deen we re (e, o, Dl might de a 4il weird b suy % é;ym ey
en we were very (st minule (ike, uh, e Roddies. #nd %e/z we Kind of Just go! stuck wil
And we Just feaven 1 deen dolthered I lry and clange i

e name




Gale: Oh, Ital's 4 govd guesiion. Usually whien wriling originals, eiltter like I U come b e dand 3
wilh someltiing Hoal T 've deen working o or Eail wil come I e band with somelting Dl they 've
Jeen working on. #nd (Re, 50 (s kind of djfferent for each of s, I Mhink. Yeah, o Thnow. T
think in e ones 1l T've Jrought & e dand, I quess (s, T abn T know. £ o of the lime T aon ¢
frow wital I 'm wriling adoul unlll ke monlles later and I'm like, o4, Hhal mafkes so muctt sense. 9% |
(05 kind o @ mystery I me, dul yeak, T don I fnow. Whal abvul your

Cuit: T mean, & unk like Qrically wise for me, Uke a (ol of he Hiemes in my songs are like @ !
abvuljusl (ke me growing yp and (ke coming I lerms wilh djerent Hiings. #nd ke, I quess ke,
| Jhal { quess (fe Qpieal leenage experience of (e @ Il of he first experiences you foave of cerlain
things aren T alvays good and i's (Re growing from Hial'so ¢ Dunk (ke @ b of e wise a (ol of the
themes of al leas! in The songs Deal'¢ wirile @ ol (ke Deal .
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3 WHAT'S; YOUR FAVOURITE VENUE YOU VE
" PLAYED S0 FAR ?

Bellr: The gas was prelfy good when Tl was up and running Sl was ready fun ¢ Sunk we
Dlayed there lice

Eultle:T really enfoy wn dar yen dul the ondy annoying Diing adoul bar open is carrying al
e Slly upsiaurs dul once you re up Dere IS syper fun and ie ke ¢ unk e stage is
really good Mhere s bols of like dljprent areas Iy walch from. #nd & un every lime we
// ayed here, (15 fust deen (ke a really good enérgy from e crowd as wel J hink Bar Goen

| fsters a really govd environment for musicians playing lve. Zike By alv fave (ke 4 /133
: Jand plyy every Fridy abwnsiurs and they re v awesome. And i fust ke, yeat, i crenies a

B 521 v manules " yonlh because Dial's kind of witere we Rind of styted all dbecause we

& ried ol abing 4 fundraiser gly 4ack in 2024 and ol was (ke our firsL geatt our first (ke
W and (f was wilt & few friends as wel and Dien we find of we redl o st year s S
W well wel we ran i hack with ult Uik sume freend as wed rest is fistory the olfter band we fad &)

o
§ _l""
g

" i-:ri

e and S such a /2/7&5& Qul in e move dar area, ey faave an ared whiere you cu

really good en vironment for e crowd Iy de involved on. Whal aboul your

Cuit: Yeah, 1o, I readly love Bar Gren a5 well e //gye/ one venue lal was, I guess, @ Hil
mpre J/W%’/d/ 12 me. There was, ke, an old Hhealer, ke, (n (e suler eas? where & live callod

| e G5, and The, ke, lpeal pregser crew would use i for gigs. And T worked with Fregsn

and we alid some massive gigs wilh Feen Fesus and the Gene Teasers and Slowly Slowty
And the buililing s recently stul d/w;@“/‘ Ve //’/m/ SShow Hhal Digy ald here, we go! asked I
o al Tl and we gpened o Slowly Showly and some olteer Ky bands from lie 905 and

; | v really liked playing Miere, fust because lal was really fun and il was alo ke the

Higges! sllye Hhal we 've ever been on i was Kind of cragy

molion Hear on for Bl one as wel geats dul Yes. Gpening for friends. Yeak. Bul Mama
Ehan s is s0 greal. I like, Uike, The band room is 5o cule. #nd 5, yeat. .
Galile: T think they re alsw very suypporiive as well Yes. Zike, all Ve sty Viere. #nd Treel '
(e ey matke %j//ﬂcem orelly easy. And T aon T know i Digy ire e sound musicias

e svund techs, bul' S, /ee/ ke all e spund Fechs we ve fad ol Mama Grens are, (e, really

good #nd geatt
Cuil I unk another really amaging Hing aboul Momocthans, i's v accessidle. ey fave a
/T 4 only e stage for any wheelthalr users and sty (ke Dial: 15 just a really awesome

s around. d/mjﬂ/g/ Joard qumes, which is really fun. . don 7 now. T ik & s just a readlly
nice, chill venue and everyone lere s v awessme.
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AVOULD YOU SAY BEING A MEEBOURNE BASED BAND AS INFLUENCED
YOUR SOUND AND EXPERIENCEAS A BAND ?

e Yeah, I unk definitely. Melbourne is such a... Ggpeciadly al Mhe moment, like, < don Thnour
aboul you, bl Treel very, (e, lucky I Je in Dads Rind of mustc cullure and deing able b experience
(2 as an arlist as well as @ viewer. Zike, Diere are o many djerent sounds al he moment
Wielbourne from... Zo! o, /egﬂ/e our age as well T hink and (' just readly ingpiring and you know
ke there are so many ands Heal we lpre Dol we gel I play with Bal T ik we re definilely (ke
o my god Twse guys 50 conl T lpve foow gy dld Dads and Dl inflluences foow we wanl & foow we
- wanl b play
Bl Vo I defindiely agree and I Hhink um eé/wcmé in Melbourne (ke you were suying Deere isa |
o very Gy (ke music scene and very Hiy music cullire am and everyone i (1S fust o lnlented alv o
///e/z@ 50 lpvely 50 you gel I meel some really jfm/;ﬂegﬂ/e um_yeats Jul I Mhink il defindlely
" inflluences our sound as well decause I hink we re ingpired by pegple we see um alsy we all grew 4o
§ 7 Mielbourne lve in Melbourne sp it find of ke Deal kind of Transtates I our muste as wel
Gl Yeah. T Hhink, e, als, even, Uik, more Hian just muste, (ite, Melbowrne is such, (e, an
arls—ueled clly. Like, I like, ke there s s much arl everywihere you ook, #nd I Hunk Deal
realy ingpires @ ol of ke, 1S ke djjerent arl orms ingpire eact: oiteer adl te lime. 8 & Huunk
ever Just ke complelely forgelling aboul Hhe music, lie just all the oihher aspecls, I think of e eily
foave (ke really ingpired us as well And just e gelling & see djferent perspeclives of everyitiing
which T unk we re I ik we re really lucky I fave Deal goportundy (n Melbourne because i's
50 crealive and dliverse wm geah geah wm can we brainsiorm 12ds yeah maybe we could ab e
weddlngs or personal lives yeatt mayde (ke mayde girls go I weddlngs yeats bul als Sfoould we
/1005 (ke 4 funny one as well

Galle: Zast nighl befdre our iy, we pul on our Sty e cup song. Yeak. Bul tal' s nol e

wnswer

Cuil: That was ke our pre-giy bondlng Session. &alie and & were lying I leacts Belly fow & db
the cup song. I /emizzgfa

Bella-But.._gou would Bink I know fow I ab, considering m Bee dhummer. Bul I never learned.
Galile: Bul whenever we praclice, our warm-yp songs are wsually alvays Sirl Sporls by Toen Fesus
and e Fean Feusers or Wel BPream by Wel Zeg. #nd liey ve been prelly consisient songs o us.
Wl Bream was e of e first Hiree songs we ever learned as @ band, And we St just come back
i decnuse i's really good.
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PLEASE INTRODUCE YOURSELVES AND YOUR ROLE IN THE BAND?

Hello, I'm Aiden, and I play the guitar. I'm Alex, and I play bass, kind of, and I sing. I'm Miles, I also
play the guitar. I'm Jacob, I'm the drummer.

EXPLAIN MOTIONBLUR TO ME, HOW DOES IT RELATE TO ALL OF YOU AND YOUR MUSIC, WHAT'S THE STORY?

Alex: The story behind the name is, we had another name, and it was Under It All, which was just a
little bit emo as hell. You came up with it. And then I think Motion Blur came because Jacob's like a
musical prodigy, and he plays every instrument ever, and he was in a couple bands, and he had a list of
band names, and one of them was Motion Blur, and we were like, yeah, fuck it, why not? But we also
made that decision while he wasn't here. And so he just showed up, and we were like, our band's...
Miles: I break my finger for too much. For extra clarity, any time you see a hand with blurred as hell
aesthetics and art style, you know the band is going to slap like hell. And that's where the name

came from.

Alex: Oh yeah, we found him on the streets like eight months ago. But we've known each other since
we were 11, just through school bands and stuff. But then randomly, in year 12, we started

jamming, and then I'd say last year of the year before, we started actually gigging. And it's been really,
really cool.

Aiden: Me personally, I'd label us as like a grunge, shoegaze blend. Grunge gaze. Grunge gaze if we
want to use the fancy official name.

' B







WHAT DO YOU DO OUTSIDE OF MUSIC THAT YOU THINKS CONTRIBUTES TO YOUR MUSICALITY

: Yikes. I mean, outside of motion blur, I have my own solo project. And before that, I did musical
theatre. Which kind of correlates more to being a front woman than I think people realise. Just like,
going up there and shouting and embarrassing yourself. It's really fun. I'm a literature minor. And so I
do a lot of writing. So I guess that probably helps with the lyricism of it all.

: I work at a fast food joint. Customers drive me nuts and they make me angry. I go home, write
angry guitar riffs. That's pretty much the whole thing for me.
Oh god. Yeah. I'm probably considerably less angry than Aiden. It gives me a little bit of a what's
the word for it? Like a different outlook. So I can come in from a different angle.
I kind of don't have anything because music is kind of all I do. I am the band's in-house
producer, basically. I do all the recording and engineering. And that's basically my thing that I do.
He's downplaying how good he is though, because he's an absolute gun. Not only at
production, but at arrangement. Because he plays guitar, drums, and bass. And he also records all his
own shit. So it really helps when we're doing like, we do a lot of pop goes rock covers because they're
really fun.




YOU GUYS STARTED GIGGING AROUND 2023, HOW HAVE YOU CHANGED IN THESE PAST THREE YEARS, WHAT'S BEEN
THE MOST IMPORTANT THING YOU'VE ALL LEARNED DURING YOUR JOURNEY?

Jacob: So we started off not taking it as seriously. We were kind of just a couple kids in high school just
mucking around. So, yeah, we started in 2023. Didn't take it super seriously. We were just doing like a
couple freezy (Amplify) gigs while we were in high school. Probably didn't really start taking it;
seriously until about July or August of 2024, which is when we had our first ever headline show. And
then since then we've just kind of been like super locked in taking it super seriously.

Alex: We've started seeing like an artist mentor guy. He's lovely. He comes in and he taught us some
stage presence stufl. Yeah, he's a legend. And we won some free sessions when we won a Battle of the
Bands. I was a bit sceptical because I'm like iffy about mentors sometimes because they're like just
trying to take your money. But given it was free and also we met him and he's actually just really lovely
and he really knows what he's talking about. He helped a lot. He's legit. He's an icon. And he told us
before every show we should be doing our warm-ups and then doing like an unplugged rendition of one
of our songs in the green room. So now we are in that green room just like playing the songs, which I
feel like I was a little nervous about with all the people because they're all singing over there and I'm
all singing over here. But you've got to practise somehow.
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This edition behind every photoshoot we've had our mastermind stylist l-elia working on
individuzlly curated mood boards for every band to follow! Here is an exclusive look and
every bands mood-board and a look into the mood-boards also created for the whole

magazine itself and how we go from the planning of the edition to the finalised version!
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Author: Minka Pestkowski **

Creative fields such as and are too often viewed as their own separate pathways. You're
either an artist or a musician, and even if you're both, it's hard to blur the line between such distinct
identities. But what we tend to underestimate is the distinct between these fields
particularly when it comes to the .
Today's article explores the understated connection between art and music as

\ are interviewed about the shape plays upon their own

A

ARTIST OVERVIEW...
Believing art to be “an extension of one's self”, 19-year-old Natalie Villani
has felt drawn towards creative fields for many years now. With a signature
style defined by vibrant colours, energetic lines and graffiti motifs, Natalie's
work blurs the line between street art and psychedelic abstraction. For
Natalie, art acts as an “outlet” and has allowed her to navigate through the
“personal challenges” of life whilst expressing her identity.

THE INFLUENCE OF MUSIC...

“Music and creating art go hand in hand, allowing ideas to come forward.
Genres vary depending on the piece, mood and day. The jungle-inspired,
rhythmic elements of the song ‘Vent’, by Placid Angels, resonate with my
recent work, “UGIS”. The song adapts a groove-oriented energy of vintage
rave and techno sonics that encapsulate rhythmic movement, lush
colourful atmosphere and abstract facial features seen in my piece.”

WHAT IS NATALIE LISTENING TO?

“Air, Loure, Celine Dessberg, Hope Sandoval & The Warm Inventions,
ANEF, Aphex Twin, Eryka Badu, Cocoeau Twins, Placid Angels, King Krule,
Chaos in the CBD, Dean Blunt, Christoph El Truento and KOSH.... Just to
name a few.”

EVER WORK IN SILENCE?

“I'don’t choose to work in silence, always playing something on my
headphones or speaker.”

ADVICE FOR EMERGING ARTISTS...

“Have fun, express and create whatever comes to mind. Remove the
pressure and don’t be scared to express your creations, just do it. People
are going to say things regardless, so be authentic and let your work reflect
that!”

f" ‘ AL._’ "'la - i ae



ARTIST OVERVIEW...

Mike has been painting

for 33 years, starting at age
17. Initially choosing art as
. an “easy option in year 117,

Lot Mike found himself
ARTIST OVERVIEW... .~ “immediately immersed in
18-year-old Audrey Strickland épecialises in the.: pl.,lrsu’i’t of c1"eating n
experimental oil paintings that place hyper-realistic . E)amtmgs , STACIES thatit’s
portraits within symbolic realms of abstraction. Based” . funny how life works
in Bellbrae, Audrey sources inspiration from the differently.
natural world around her, often going on walks to Mike’s works “have always been brightly coloured

generate ideas. Although adopting the traditional
techniques of portraiture, Audrey breaks away from

convention th1:‘oug‘h I expl”oration of feminine he also enjoys “large-scale mural works and the now
messages an.d wc?lrd poses”. Now graduated, Audrey - worldwide flight” of his “wagtail bird artworks.”
will attend Victorian College of the Arts, where she " THE INFLUENCE OF MUSIC

hopes to pursue her artistic desires even further! =

and bold with focus on female abstract portraits,
predominantly within the last 15 years.” However,

# “Music is a huge game changer for me creatively as
THE INFLUENCE OF MUSIC... *. well ineveryday life. My taste is very eclectic from
K-pop to opera. I have Spotify playlists for different
activities and moods. I will play a song on repeat to
kill every ounce of creative feeling I can get from it,
projecting this energy onto my work.”

For Audrey, music is “dependent on the mood” of the
piece she’s working on and tends to reflect the
atmosphere and feel of the “worlds” she creates, rath
than the portraits themselves. B

EVER WORK IN SILENCE?

“I paint in silence on occasion, allowing the task or
other thoughts to occupy my mind, but I prefer
music. Painting is like reading a good book-the

This can be——

applied to one of
her recent works,
“Follow”, soon to

be exhibited world around you dissolves and only the act exists.
within the For me, it is when I feel at my most powerful and
National Gallery of J potent.”

Victoria as a part
of Top Arts, 2026. :
When painting this piece, Audrey hstened to the
album Speak for Yourself by Imogen Heap, a female
musician who combines futuristic soundboards with
feminist pop.

Audrey describes the interconnection between this
music and her artwork, with the “different textures of
the sounds and rhythms [being] poured into the

painting”. ADVICE FOR EMERGING
~ ARTISTS..

“Coming out of high school, I
found that there was a lot of
self-critical comparison going
on between peers. So, try to
remove yourself from
comparison, for it is often the
people who feel like they’re
not doing enough, that are the
ones doing the most! Also,
stop getting inspiration from

‘ the internet!

ADVICE FOR EMERGING
ARTISTS...

“Follow your heart,
establish a permanent
creative space, forget trying |
' to please others, don’trely
on your art for money, and
only ever paint when in the
right mood that works for

Online platforms can be used for inspiration, but they e : a
should be built off orllayered upon, rather than directly SR S S IRA I 4
copied! Be authentic to yourself.” X ‘- g W
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ARTIST OVERVIEW...
18-year-old emerging artist,
Shaun McKearney, specialises
in unconventional genre scene
oil paintings, whilst dabbling
in mixed media artforms.
Adopting the ‘super flat’ style y
to emerge from contemporary ,...-‘"‘
art, Shaun embeds themes of =~ T e =
human connection and

identity within artificial realms
of pulsating colour and energy.
Recently graduated, Shaun has begun to establish a
name for himself, with the development of his brand,
Fortune and his recent involvement in Top Arts 2026.

THE INFLUENCE OF MUSIC... .

“Music is one of the most
important things for all creative

ARTISTIC PRACTISE...

Bella's artistic practise is characterised by a distinct
application of materials, adopting “stippling
techniques with fine lines” to capture “endangered
marine species.” Although only 17, Bella has already
begun to establish a name for herself, with her recent
drawing “END THE HUNT”, soon to be exhibited in
Geelong Gallery’s Future Creatives. Bella also runs her

people”, whether you are a
musician or an artist. A lot of

great art has been inspired by
great music. If painting is a
visual encapsulation of how we —
see the world, then music is the
soundtrack behind that.”

Shaun describes the way disco and dance music inspired
his painting “The Rave at Karma”, a depiction of humans business, Bella Claire Art, where she sells cards in

coming togethér thtoug EmtREIE « Lo LENTINN order to “raise awareness of endangered marine
WHAT IS SHAUN LISTENING TO? species which face endangerment due to human
actions”.

The Rave at Karma,2024, acrylic on canvas

“I've been listening to a lot of dance music recently, after L
seeing Underworld live on new Years. Their song, Two
Months Off goes for about nine minutes and seems to
encapsulate life as a whole. Also, the Jazz album, Whimsy‘s
by Destin Conrad, which is a mix of R&B, jazz and soul,
with really nice vocals and solo instrumental pieces.”

THE INFLUENCE OF MUSIC...

“Music is a large part of my everyday life. I listen to a
variety of music genres, such as Rap, R&B, Pop, Folk,
and Country. Due to the precise and time consuming
nature of stippling, music helps me to stay focused
and entertained.” This became evident to Bella when
completing Units 3,4 Art Making and Exhibiting, last
year. Bella listened to “rap music religiously” in order
to stay motivated whilst creating ‘END THE HUNT’, a
drawing that took over 30 hours to complete.

EVER WORK IN SILENCE?

“It's important to find that balance. Sometimes I'll put
music on for the energy or the lyrics, but I also think
silence is great. Having head noise can actually help you
to connect with ideas that wouldn’t usually come to the
surface.”

A S,

WHAT IS BELLA LISTENING TO?
“Kendrick Lamar, Tyler, The Creator, Billie Eilish,

z. ADVICE FOR EMERGING Frank Ocean, Brent Fiyaz and Fleetwood Mac.”

~ ARTISTS..

“Listen to different music, eve
if you don't like it. Create thing
even if you don't like it, and

EVER WORK IN SILENCE?

“] never work in silence. Music is such a large part of
my life that it's just routine to always have it in the

Mt )

always be ready to capture a background.”

moment because there are

opportunities for inspiration ADVICE FOR EMERGING ARTISTS.....

everywhere.” “Be bold and take advantage of opportunities thrown

your way to expose your artistic talents.”
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ARTIST OVERVIEW...

18-year-old Millie specialises in realistic oil paintings of nostalgic
still life. Being “fascinated by creative fields” for as long as she . \
can remember, Millie has taken up oils in the last two years and is
already refining her hyper-realistic, moody style. For Millie, art
acts as a source of expression, allowing her to exude her
“perspective of the world” with her still life works holding
symbolic importance.

“

THE INFLUENCE OF MUSIC... '

“Listening to music enhances the atmosphere of my creative
space, allowing a more flowing energy to be present in my works.
Listening to music has entirely transformed my creative practise,
acting as a ‘pull’ into a flowing thought state.”

WHAT IS MILLIE LISTENING TO? :
“I am always listening to a wide range of music when I paint, with | = — —
cross-genre artists in my mix.” My current go-to artists are 4
‘Moby’, 'Neil Young’, ‘Air’, ‘Blood Orange’ and ‘Bob Dylan’. My

current, favourite songs include ‘Knockin’ on heavens door (Bob & “ * 'i
Dylan)’, ‘Porcelain (Moby), Crust (Flying Lotus), Uncle Ace

(Blood Orange) and ‘Doin Time’ (Sublime)’.” -

ADVICE FOR EMERGING ARTISTS...

“Dive deep into your own subconseious and recognise the unique
perspective that you hold, utilising this to create art for others to

witness. Your vision is valuable and entirely worth showing to the
world.”

“Music is a huge game

changer for me creatively
Music is the soundtrack behind

the way we see the world"-
Shaun McKearney

and in everyday life”
- Mike McLean

“Music helps me to stay
focused and entertained”’
-Bella Little

“Music reflects the
atmosphere of the worlds
| create’- Audrey
Strickland

“Music and creating art go IlRgets my thoughts

hand in hand” flowing” -Gabirel Bobele

-Natalie Villani
“l use music as motivation,
i - - - -
Music enhances the atmosphere meditation, and celebration of
of my creative space” -Millie my creative practice”
Sexton - Claire Roussac
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Q interviewed by: ella beasle

please introduce yourselves and your role in the band
My name is Iggy, I play guitar and sing. My name is Chloe and I play bass and

sing. And my name is Luca and I play guitar and just guitar. e .
o 0 0 .« o o
editors note: luca eliott (drummer) wasn't present for the interview -:. e °
‘o
‘e

@—-*
NO STANDING
EVERY SAT & SUN
3AM - 3PM



when did you all realise you
wanted to pursue music, and
how did you end up as the
noise?

chloe: well, i actually had no idea i
wanted to do music. i met iggy in year
12 and he was kind of already playing
with our drummer luca just at school
for funsies. actually, no, you guys were
already playing as the noise. they
played one gig before, but it's pretty
unserious. and then i was kind of like...
and mysterious. yeah, then i joined
and shit got real.

iggy: i think we realized we wanted
to play music, like in high school,
when we just figured out it was
something that we could all do
together as friends. and it was
something that no one could rea]lv
tdk(, away from us. g™ T

A ...'Pﬁc /|
? INFO : ,GWFIXGMTIVI CoM

luca: yeah, i don't know. i feel like iggy
and luca got me into a lot of music,
like, listening wise, and then that just

' inspired me to want to play music,

= and that's something we just sort of
rolled with it. i dont know. it’s pretty
natural evolution of playing together, i
J think.

THIS CAR PARK CLOSES AT -
:00 P vou released your first album last year,

au)ng rats, what's your individual favourite
song from the album release?

8 hloe: i think my favourites is a track called
shh. i don't know, its fun and i like the
drums a lot.

igey: yeah, id agree. id probably say malice
or 6 oclock news. two of my favourites.

S luca: i think probably 'find out’ that was for
' me the most different song on the album and
he stuff were playing now is pretty
different to album number one, but i think
hat ones probably the one that stands the
most with the newer stuff. just louder,
noisier.






how does the songwrilting process happen for you,

do you find yourselves taking inspiration your

personal lives or does it just come together

randomly?

chloe: i think we could probably all iggy: yeah, i think, like exaclly like chloe says, like you
. ' [d

agree that whatever we're kind of

listening to or into at the current time

listen to something and be really taken aback by it or
inspired and you'll think, how can i make that my own?
and yeabh, like recently we've been really clicking in terms

influences what were writing at the . . . . o ) .
of like we just bring a simple riff and it turns into

time. so often when i go to a really
something amazing. and i think that the best thing is like
i1l find mysell

. . we've all, we all kind of understand what we bring now to
playing my guitar that week, and it’s the tabl. . ) ¢ i
he table and like, you know, if we're wrilting a song, we
influenced by that. so i think i sort of T 'y 8¢ 8
be if A0 all slip into a part without like stepping on each other’s
toes or doing too much because we just understand what
we need to do. and then i think the selflessness creates

good gig or something,

bring something to the table, may
we jam or ill record it and send them
a recording. and yeah, we go from
there. i think it's probably similar for

hopefully good music. and it's a lot more jammy now,
which i think we all enjoy a lot. we can just kind of switch
off and play

youw




° ° ’ ° . °
considering you re playing a gig tonight, do you
have any pre-show rituals?
chloe: i eat weetabix before i play

N

football. no, i don't really have
anything i do music wise. i probably °
should but i don't know. i don't i
really feel the need.

EIEEN ¥
T

iggy: yes, same. i think when we
started oul because we were a lot,
oh, i was definitely a lot more
nervous. like really nervous. i
would like, i dont know. throw up.
no, i'd probably like, i don't know,

lot more relaxed and we kind of do |
it on the fly, which is good. so i '-
think yes used to but like we still
write setlists but definitely less than
we used to.

luca: yeah, we just we just wing it. i
think pre-show ritual is getting
there maybe getting to a sound
check if we can get there on time,
which is usually not and then just
drinking probably too much before

we play. pick that.

if you could only listen to one album for the rest of
your life what would it be and why?

chloe: this is completely different to our band, but i would
i have to pick songs’ by adrian lenker. i can listen to that
over and over and over. i just love it and i don’t know. i

iggy: at the moment, id
probably say, im really
obsessed with heavy
metal cameron winter
at the moment, so that's
what i'll go with.

luca: think probably

" ocean songs by dirty

three. yeah, i don’t
know. im in my dirty

, three phase again.

" &7 were the dirty three

.

| 1t.

right now. sitting on
these dirty stairs. it's

| just a beautiful album. i

don’t know. theres. it's
all instrumental. i don’t
know. i just really like
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It was a‘thing that I felt like L.didn't j jump into without . [ 43
a lot of thought I was really scared that studying music r-, % ‘;;
would ruin the experience for me and originally I was _‘ “.:’:
gomg to do visual merchandising and’ design but last i
i minute after getﬁng my ATAR | thought why-not just try ¥
it for a year and just see how it goes and I'm very - : i
 grateful_that 1 did continue I think that the course 5
especially the one that w-é'r'e doing is really great for. Wb’
artists and up-and-coming like industry people just e
¥ because it sets it like covers so many different um :
- themes and different things in the music industry like s o
behind the seenes marketing management um yeah < *JIJ
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she if i'd be too loud for her or like too rocky um but B,
maybe like Courtney Barnett would be:pretty sick. I
"‘. think that would be a bit more achievable. Also, 1
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something a bit more rocky as well. I don't know. 1 ,,F’:;
% grew up with watching and listening to a lot of grunge ,.‘_P*.
:" music, so I feel like that would be kind of a funﬂyr :{:..‘
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. and stuff that I was’ gomg through. But l-feel like now it changes a little bit. I feel like I normally try and feel my
: music and then it Just kind of eomesfout But. yeah with Brown Skies, that was a song that I feel like was really
~easy to wrlte heeause | felt really angry. And I feel hke wrltlng angry songs are really easy but I've been trymg to a’
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| thmk 1t's ehangmg already: the musre 1ndustry I think e every year it's getting better for people in Australia and & -' '
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women espeelally | thmk I would really like to see a bit more diversity in the music industry, but also maybe .\."h{;

e

¥ seemg how mus101a-i‘ls can adapt with’ soéial media. I think that would be a really interesting thing. It's really = = ™=
i hard to be a musrelan when you have to also be like a content creator-and engage with people onllne But also
" it's such a great platform wrth social media because you're able to like personally reach your fans as well as like W

'- your eommumty Like | thu}k adot of musicians and a lot of the friends that I've made through mus1e and played ,af'l
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that's golng to changer as teehnology like gets more advanced ; "1; "H:T;l Il ‘_-.Jf S
% R o : : B e e o
s jf r‘ R N PR o |
B e + i Ji’ W T P s
it i J" 1 o e \-'.\:, Pty w: 3, o B
¥ } e ; .k & j-ﬂ + . o Rttt
n i Fi i‘l i, 8 Ll - Fi Ay . ; ;
" Ak A = s e S Lt | " B . A | ' ].’ 3



Where to

from here ¢

Author: Amelie Roussac

We’ve all been to an 80’s themed
party, or dressed up like a 2000s pop
princess. We’ve seen the 70s playlists &~

that is contained in these _,
moments. A sense of Wh{ms'y dand
sentiment thatis for " & _

past that isn’t ours, that many of us
weren’t there to experience. The

thread that connects us with these
moments is the defining description (

of those eras. They are forefront, they B
are identifiable and they are iconic. V

—

This begs the question, however,
what era are we living in now?

Do we have one? N

Will we, in twenty-odd years, be A -
throwing 2020s-themed parties? .



Where to

from here ¢

Author: Amelie Roussac

The answer is debatable. To some, yes. There are defining aspects of
our generation that are mockable and distinct. To others, no. We've
become a generation entrenched in the need for acceptance and a
community. We’re COVID kids, and the isolation that we experienced
means that there is very little individuality to express. Our need for a
tribe has extinguished our drive to impart our individualism.

So, why? Why is it that the past enchants us, and the present is
consequently ignored. Our generation is turning analogue, we’re
finding solace in eras that we are familiar with.

Potentially, our political climate is overshadowing the arts. Music, art,
dance, media, and film is _inherently political. The
goings on in our lives dictate = TN " what we want to create,

, and the injustice and prejudige % that we witness lights the fire
in us that yearns to express &, what we feel. Our

political climate at present, ‘
chaotic at best. It’s unpredictab
point in history before. We have)
more to be unsure about. The lack | _
it overwhelms us. It’s not our fault
simply currently reality.

everywhere in the world, is

® unbelievable and unseen

. more to worry about, and

| of stability is so intense that
2 that we have no structure, it’:



@ & ]
Where to

from here ¢ ® L

The extent to which this unpredictability affects us is reflected in both
.the art that vs create, and t.he art that We.consume. . .

In terms of music, much of the mainstream pop culture that is

showcased is surface-level, built on samples and a formula known to
goduce hits. I"s not bad mu.sic, it’s simp[y.generic musis .

Those who are creating music that perhaps can’t be considered

mainstream pop are given less

radio time, less coverage and the social media algorithms that

promote the mainstream push down the others. In doing this, the art

that we consume is what could be described as insubstantial, as

quick a dopamine hit as the minute-long videos that flood our feeds.

Historically, music and society have been inextricably linked. There
are clear patterns that can be ascertained between the societal
challenges e.qg. war, recession and political unrest and the
subsequent artistic movement. Blues and rock n roll were heightened
through segregation and the beginning of the civil rights movement
in the US, and folk and indie-rock followed on in the Vietnam War
years as protest songs. Today’s climate is so unstable and rapidly
changing that there is little opportunity for us to sit and to experience
a culture of art as there has been before.




Where to

from here ¢

In saying all of this, not all aspects of our creative environments at
present are bad: our artistic scenes are more multicultural than ever,
with South American and West Asian cultures having a spotlight right
now. Our increased exposure to non-western art forms has resulted in
a greater understanding of these cultures, and, in terms of music
critics and history, an increased understanding of where certain
elements of music actually originated from, that may have been lost
throughout colonisation and other means of invasion and
appropriation.

So, do we have an aesthetic? Do we have a theme? | think yes. Our
generation, while it may not echo decades past, is paving our way
through unprecedented times, and therefore also creating a unique
generation for us to look back on. The unpredictability is what makes
this generation memorable, and the multiculturalism and chaos that
is our media environment right now will become a defining feature of
this time. While we may not have the icon-status held by the 70s or
the 80s, we have a slice of history and we are making it our own as
best as we know how.
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- PLEASE INTRODUCE YOURSELVES AND YOUR ROLE N THE
BAND

- I am Harvey and I am the vocalist. I am Tristan and I play the rhythm guitar. I
-am-Bailey and I play bass. [ am Jojo and I play lead guitar.I'm Michael.and I
play the drums.

WHAT‘S' ONE WORD yov WOVLD USE TO DESCRIBE YOUR
IIEW SINGLE VANDAL’

\’[1( hdel ] xuberanl
Bailey: Unpredictable.

Tristan: Bonkers
Jojo: Invigorating.
Harvey: Self-sabotage.

D6 YOU THINK THAT SOCIAL MEDIA HAS CHANGED THE
MUSIC INDVUSTRY FOR BETTER OR WORSE

Jojo: All right, I'll end. I'll start with my answer. I think Tristan's got an ()1)1111()11 on this as
well, but I think it's, um, it has its good pdlis and its bad pdlis I think it's V(*ry much allowed
the average person to, you know, be able to get the job themselves out there. But I do think it
has sort of become a bit clouded, like it's a lot more difficult I think for a lot of up and coming
people to sort of get themselves out of there because there is so many options and stuff that
people look at. So it's, yeah, it's give and take, I think essentially either way, but yeah,
Tristan, what do you got on this? : ; !
Tristan - Agree with that uh it's good and bad I think obviously it lets anyone have a kind of
voice and be able to grow their own platform and it also lets cmy()ne in the world see them

from wherever they are i think the bad part is you kind of have to like it's like a whole new
set of skills you got to learn to be able to operate and kind of grow yourself on social media so
it can also be harder for the artist if they want to kind of get into that so it's good and bad

yeah
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WHATS YOUR FAVOURITE SONG TO PERFORM?

Bailey: For me, it'd be our, do I say it? All right. It's gonna be our potential next

single, Arclays, becausel think that song just has a lot of, like, different parts.I
“think it encompasses what we're about, I think, in my-opinion.

. Harvey: My favourite song to perform live would definitely be Vandal, which is

~also the single that we just released. But for me, I guess it feels kind of it feels
kind of traditional in terms of punk and like rock structures and that. But it's
gol that energy and like some bits are quite repetitive. But if you listen a bit
deeper instrumentally, there's a lot of changes and like intricacies and subtle:
parts that makes it just kind of a bit more captivating.- But alse from a

performance standpoint as well, it really hits. It's got that energy. And I know
~for me personally with vocals, I can kind of explore a little bit with kind of a rap
_style, but also screaming and then some singing where I can. But for me, that's
just it's just energy. It's just fun. v s R e SR

ol
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How HAS Your ¢ TA CHANGED FROM UIHEN YOU
FIRST STARTED PLAYING TO NOW?

Harvey: I think for me personally, I feel like I kind of have strayed the furthest {from

the other members in terms of like what music they know and share in common.
Because for me, I was very much I grew up on a lot of pop and musical theatre. And
I was [ was pretty much in dancing before singing. So everything was very much
pop and all that. And that kind of gave me the love for p'erf()rmaﬁ(:e. And I loved all
that style and the glamour of it and everything. And then for musical theatre, like
the technicality behind it, what made, me fall in love with doing yocals. And since |
then, I was probably in high school when I got my first kind of pop punk album, I
should say. It was like all time low. And I kind of went down that. I went down that

area. I was like, oh,’electric guitars. And then from there, I've kind of expanded -
into more modern metal. And then I've met these guys. And there was a whole lot
of musical history and background and education I didn't know about.

Jojo: When I was born, back in 1893. My musical background is somewhat similar
ta Michael's, essentially, where it was very clagsic, sort of 80s metal and stulf like
that. I think the first album I ever listened to fully was Appetite for Destruction. So
that was my turning point. Because I think previous to that, the heaviest band that

I knew was Dire Straits or something like that: Which doesn't even count. Very sort
of conservative household. But when I started playing and when we all sort of came
together, it sort of forced me to be like, all right, what's happening in the world
today, not like what happened. What is happeﬁing in the world of music foday? And
so it really forced me to listen to a lot of more modern sort of stuff and see what
can I be inspired by. - : ; : .
Michael: I don't think... That my music taste has changed per se since joining the
band, but the other four members' music tasteés have had an impact on the way -
that I play. And I think the greatest thing about forming a band, or in my case
joining a band, is that the sounds that you create are a really awesome
amalgamation of e\}ery()ne's individual styles that are reflective of their ;
inspirations and stuff. So, you know, I listen to a lot of, like, classic metal. I love
Iron Maiden. I'm also way into, like, Queens of the Stone Age and some funkier
stulf, kind of like... I suppose the Red Hot Chili Peppers sort of stuff and the band
Rush has had a massive impact on the way that I play. So my inspirations are

always going to be the same, but the way that 1've playéd has changed through *

these guys' impact on me. And so, yeah. So it's like my taste in music hasn't
changed. But the music that we make is unique and different from my

vl

inspirations, if that makes sense.

PL &
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TLS BACK TO SCHOOL
PLAYLIST

VARIOUS ARTISTS

EERNEIEIL - e R PN
BUINYONG - THE ROBBIES 3.54
SIX 0'CLOCK NEWS - THE NOISE  4.09 '
FEBRUARY BOY - JASMIN ADRIA 4,32 v,
SCHOOL UNIFORM - MOTIONBLUR  3.81 \
VANDAL - VALENTA 3,08
S.5.R.1 - SPECIAL GUEST 3,05
LIFES FOR FUN - ASTRAL HIGH 2,35
ROGER - ELECTRIC STARDUST 3.07 '
PANIC ATTACK - ALTAV 4,37
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PLUS MORE ON THE PLAYLIST .




For any occasion - a cheap coffee fix up to
a much needed carb load during exam
season
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Bowen Street Cafe
Building 12/402
Swanston St, Melbourne
VIC 3000

el Boﬁﬁy Stop Stea[ing our
Camping C hairs
Shop 9/99 Spencer St
Docklands 3008

The Oxford Scholar

427 Swanston St, ‘Melbouwrne
VIC 3000

College Dropout Burgers Pop-
Up

Bowen St;, RMIT City
campus

bl

Thai Town L -
9V Shopping Centre, —
Shop/25 Artemis Ln,

Melbourne VIC 3000
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	Do you find yourselves returning to particular themes in your originals
	Eddie: Oh, that's a good question. Usually when writing originals, either like I'll come to the band with something that I've been working on or Cait will come to the band with something that they've been working on. And like, so it's kind of different for each of us, I think. Yeah, I don't know. I think in the ones that I've brought to the band, I guess it's, I don't know. A lot of the time I don't know what I'm writing about until like months later and I'm like, oh, that makes so much sense. So it's kind of a mystery to me, but yeah, I don't know. What about you?
	Cait: I mean, I think like lyrically wise for me, like a lot of the themes in my songs are like a lot about just like me growing up and like coming to terms with different things. And like, I guess like, that i guess like typical teenage experience of like a lot of the first experiences you have of certain things aren't always good and it's like growing from that so i think like a lot of lyric wise a lot of the themes of at least in the songs that i write a lot like that
	What’s your favourite venue you’ve played so far ?
	Bella: The gas was pretty good when that was up and running that was really fun i think we played there twice   Eddie:I really enjoy um bar open but the only annoying thing about bar open is carrying all the stuff upstairs but once you're up there it's super fun and the like i think the stage is really good there's lots of like different areas to watch from. And I think every time we played there, it's just been like a really good energy from the crowd as well. I think Bar Open fosters a really good environment for musicians playing live. Like they also have like a jazz band play every Friday downstairs and they're so awesome. And it just like, yeah, it creates a really good environment for the crowd to be involved in. What about you?
	Cait: Yeah, no, I really love Bar Open as well. We played one venue that was, I guess, a bit more special to me. There was, like, an old theater, like, in the outer east where I live called the EVs, and the, like, local freezer crew would use it for gigs. And I worked with Freeza and we did some massive gigs with Teen Jesus and the Gene Teasers and Slowly Slowly. And the building's recently shut and for the final show that they did there, we got asked to perform at that and we opened for Slowly Slowly and some other big bands from the 90s and stuff. So I really liked playing there. just because that was really fun and it was also like the biggest stage that we've ever been on it was kind of crazy
	Eddit:I feel like we also have to shout out the Mama Chens that's where we absolutely yeah we've played  Bella: two minutes yeah because that's kind of where we kind of started all because we started out doing a fundraiser gig back in 2024 and that was like our first yeah our first like proper gig and it was with a few friends as well and then we kind of we redid it last year as well well we ran it back with uh like same friend as well rest is history the other band we had motion blur on for that one as well yeah but Yes. Opening for friends. Yeah. But Mama Chan's is so great. I like, like, the band room is so cute. And it's, yeah.  Eddie: I think they're also very supportive as well. Yes. Like, all the staff there. And I feel like they make the process pretty easy. And I don't know if they hire the sound musicians, the sound techs, but I feel like all the sound techs we've had at Mama Opens are, like, really good. And, yeah.  Cait:I think another really amazing thing about Momochans, it's so accessible. They have a lift up onto the stage for any wheelchair users and stuff like that. It's just a really awesome venue and it's such a nice place. Out in the more bar area, they have an area where you can sit around and play board games, which is really fun. I don't know. I think it's just a really nice, chill venue and everyone there is so awesome.
	Would you say being a Melbourne based band as influenced your sound and experience as a band ?
	Eddie: Yeah, I think definitely. Melbourne is such a... Especially at the moment, like, I don't know about you, but I feel very, like, lucky to be in this kind of music culture and being able to experience it as an artist as well as a viewer. Like, there are so many different sounds at the moment in Melbourne from... Lot of people our age as well I think and it's just really inspiring and you know like there are so many bands that we love that we get to play with that I think we're definitely like oh my god those guys so cool I love how they did this and that influences how we want to how we want to play. Bella: No I definitely agree and I think um especially in Melbourne like you were saying there is a very big like music scene and very big music culture um and everyone in it is just so talented also so friendly so lovely so you get to meet some really great people um yeah but I think it definitely influences our sound as well because I think we're inspired by people we see um also we all grew up in Melbourne live in Melbourne so it kind of like that kind of translates to our music as well. Cait: Yeah. I think, like, also, even, like, more than just music, like, Melbourne is such, like, an arts-fueled city. Like, it's like, like there's so much art everywhere you look. And I think that really inspires a lot of like, it's like different art forms inspire each other all the time. So I think even just like completely forgetting about the music, like just all the other aspects, I think of the city have like really inspired us as well. And just like getting to see different perspectives of everything which I think we're I think we're really lucky to have that opportunity in Melbourne because it's so creative and diverse um yeah yeah um can we brainstorm this yeah maybe we could do like weddings or personal lives yeah maybe like maybe girls go to weddings yeah but also should we choose like a funny one as well
	If the Robbie’s had a theme song, what would it be?
	Eddie: Last night before our gig, we put on our story, the cup song. Yeah. But that's not the answer.  Cait: That was like our pre-gig bonding session. Eddie and I were trying to teach Bella how to do the cup song. So, yeah, maybe.  Bella:But... you would think I know how to do, considering I'm the drummer. But I never learned.  Eddie: But whenever we practice, our warm-up songs are usually always Girl Sports by Teen Jesus and the Jean Teasers or Wet Dream by Wet Leg. And they've been pretty consistent songs for us. Wet Dream was one of the first three songs we ever learned as a band. And we still just come back to it because it's really good.
	motionblur.
	THE

	MUSIC
	OF

	CREATION...
	Creative fields such as art and music are too often viewed as their own separate pathways. You’re either an artist or a musician, and even if you're both, it’s hard to blur the line between such distinct identities. But what we tend to underestimate is the distinct interplay between these fields- particularly when it comes to the influence of music. Today’s article explores the understated connection between art and music as emerging and established, local artists are interviewed about the shape music plays upon their own creative practises….
	Author: Minka Pestkowski
	“UGIS”, 2026


	Mike McLean
	Shaun McKearney
	WHAT IS SHAUN LISTENING TO? “I’ve been listening to a lot of dance music recently, after seeing Underworld live on new Years. Their song, Two Months Off goes for about nine minutes and seems to encapsulate life as a whole. Also, the Jazz album, Whimsy by Destin Conrad, which is a mix of R&B, jazz and soul, with really nice vocals and solo instrumental pieces.”
	EVER WORK IN SILENCE? “It's important to find that balance. Sometimes I'll put music on for the energy or the lyrics, but I also think silence is great. Having head noise can actually help you to connect with ideas that wouldn’t usually come to the surface.”
	ARTIST OVERVIEW... 18-year-old emerging artist, Shaun McKearney, specialises in unconventional genre scene oil paintings, whilst dabbling in mixed media artforms. Adopting the ‘super flat’ style to emerge from contemporary art, Shaun embeds themes of human connection and identity within artificial realms of pulsating colour and energy.
	Recently graduated, Shaun has begun to establish a name for himself, with the development of his brand, Fortune and his recent involvement in Top Arts 2026.
	THE INFLUENCE OF MUSIC... “Music is one of the most important things for all creative people”, whether you are a musician or an artist. A lot of great art has been inspired by great music. If painting is a visual encapsulation of how we see the world, then music is the soundtrack behind that.”
	Bella Little, collection of drawings, 2025-2026
	Bella Little ARTISTIC PRACTISE... Bella's artistic practise is characterised by a distinct application of materials, adopting “stippling techniques with fine lines” to capture “endangered marine species.” Although only 17, Bella has already begun to establish a name for herself, with her recent drawing “END THE HUNT”, soon to be exhibited in Geelong Gallery’s Future Creatives. Bella also runs her business, Bella Claire Art, where she sells cards in order to “raise awareness of endangered marine species which face endangerment due to human actions”.
	THE INFLUENCE OF MUSIC... “Music is a large part of my everyday life. I listen to a variety of music genres, such as Rap, R&B, Pop, Folk, and Country. Due to the precise and time consuming nature of stippling, music helps me to stay focused and entertained.” This became evident to Bella when completing Units 3,4 Art Making and Exhibiting, last year. Bella listened to “rap music religiously” in order to stay motivated whilst creating ‘END THE HUNT’, a drawing that took over 30 hours to complete.
	WHAT IS BELLA LISTENING TO? “Kendrick Lamar, Tyler, The Creator, Billie Eilish, Frank Ocean, Brent Fiyaz and Fleetwood Mac.”
	EVER WORK IN SILENCE? “I never work in silence. Music is such a large part of my life that it's just routine to always have it in the background.”
	ADVICE FOR EMERGING ARTISTS….. “Be bold and take advantage of opportunities thrown your way to expose your artistic talents.”
	Shaun describes the way disco and dance music inspired his painting “The Rave at Karma”, a depiction of humans coming together through musical celebration.
	ADVICE FOR EMERGING ARTISTS... “Listen to different music, even if you don't like it. Create things, even if you don't like it, and always be ready to capture a moment because there are opportunities for inspiration everywhere.”

	Claire Roussac ARTIST OVERVIEW…
	“Music is a huge game changer for me creatively and in everyday life”             - Mike McLean
	Music is the soundtrack behind  the way we see the world”- Shaun McKearney

	SO...HOW DOES MUSIC INSPIRE THE CREATIVE PROCESS?
	“Music helps me to stay focused and entertained”   -Bella Little
	“Music reflects the atmosphere of the worlds I create”- Audrey Strickland
	“Music gets my thoughts flowing”  -Gabirel Bobele
	“Music and creating art go hand in hand” -Natalie Villani
	“I use music as motivation, meditation, and celebration of my creative practice” - Claire Roussac
	“Music enhances the atmosphere of my creative space”  -Millie Sexton
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	Interviewed by: Ella Beasley
	Please introduce yourselves and your role in the band
	My name is Iggy, I play guitar and sing. My name is Chloe and I play bass and sing. And my name is Luca and I play guitar and just guitar.

	How does the songwriting process happen for you, do you find yourselves taking inspiration your personal lives or does it just come together randomly?
	Considering you’re playing a gig tonight, do you have any pre-show rituals?
	if you could only listen to one album for the rest of your life what would it be and why?
	The concept of this edition is rooted in studying music at university specifically for the same course as you and I. Why did you personally want to study music at a higher education level?
	It was a thing that I felt like I didn't jump into without a lot of thought I was really scared that studying music would ruin the experience for me and originally I was going to do visual merchandising and design but last minute after getting my ATAR I thought why not just try it for a year and just see how it goes and I'm very grateful that I did continue I think that the course especially the one that we're doing is really great for artists and up-and-coming like industry people just because it sets it like covers so many different um themes and different things in the music industry like behind the scenes marketing management um yeah and so much more so i think it's really great if you i'm self-managed so i've learned a lot i guess from the course how to do that that's so tricky
	If you could open a show for any artist who would it be?
	What only one okay that's a good question a very hard one I feel like my initial thought was journey mitchell but then I thought maybe not because I don't know if she if i'd be too loud for her or like too rocky um but maybe like Courtney Barnett would be pretty sick. I think that would be a bit more achievable. Also, I would love to open for a band like Pearl Jam or something a bit more rocky as well. I don't know. I grew up with watching and listening to a lot of grunge music, so I feel like that would be kind of a funny reference to throwback jazz. I think my music is inspired by a lot of things that I am feeling and seeing around me and just like what's happening in the world I felt like
	Your single brown skies took inspiration from the 2020 bushfires, your other song February boy was inspired by a romantic situation. What would you typically say inspires your song writing, is it more personal experience or event based?
	When I was younger, I was writing a lot more songs about things I was reading and little friendship breakups and stuff that I was going through. But I feel like now it changes a little bit. I feel like I normally try and feel my music and then it just kind of comes out. But yeah, with Brown Skies, that was a song that I feel like was really easy to write because I felt really angry. And I feel like writing angry songs are really easy but I've been trying to write more nice songs and songs that are a little bit more difficult and like love songs are really hard to write so I feel like I've been trying to push myself to do that a little bit more.
	If you could change anything about the music industry, what would it be?
	I think it's changing already, the music industry. I think every year it's getting better for people in Australia and women especially. I think I would really like to see a bit more diversity in the music industry, but also maybe seeing how musicians can adapt with social media. I think that would be a really interesting thing. It's really hard to be a musician when you have to also be like a content creator and engage with people online. But also it's such a great platform with social media because you're able to like personally reach your fans as well as like your community. Like I think a lot of musicians and a lot of the friends that I've made through music and played with have been through um social media and just like listening and watching other people um online so i think that's going to change as technology like gets more advanced
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