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JANUARY 1, 2025 – DECEMBER 31, 2025



Dear SMU supporters,

As we reflect on the remarkable year of 2025, I’m filled with deep 
gratitude for your unwavering generosity. Your support does more  
than sustain Samuel Merritt University; it transforms lives.

Because of you, our students are excelling in extraordinary ways. 
They are earning prestigious fellowships and scholarships, securing 
competitive residences, and stepping into the next chapter of their 
professional journeys with confidence.

Students like Chloe Campion (DOT ’25), whose experience at 
SMU’s Community Participant Lab inspired her path in neurological 
rehabilitation and led to her Johns Hopkins Fellowship, or Brittany 
Wright (DPM ’26), whose dedication and training opened new doors 
through scholarship support.

Your impact is also felt in the moments when students experience  
a sense of belonging at SMU.

Shandreca Graham (ELMSN-CM ’26) found a sense of purpose and 
belonging while presenting at the DNPs of Color National Conference. 
“Here I have found my place. Not only did I find my purpose,” she 
reflected, “I realized nursing embraced me.” That confidence and sense 
of being seen and supported is made possible by donors like you. 

And as we continue to advance our mission, the addition of new SMU 
campuses in Oakland and the SF Peninsula will open even more 
pathways for students to learn, innovate, and serve their communities.

Every gift you make strengthens the future of healthcare by ensuring 
that our students have the resources, mentorship, and opportunities 
to excel. Thank you for believing in them and in the mission of SMU. 
Because of you, our future is brighter.

Sincerely,  
Dr. Ching-Hua Wang 
President, Samuel Merritt University

A MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT
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“

ANNOUNCEMENT: COMING IN 2026 
AN SMU COMPREHENSIVE CAMPAIGN:  

A BETTER FUTURE FOR ALL

As an SMU donor, you’re our strength. Our 
supporters are the foundation of all our 
advancements, investing in health equity 
and a compassionate healthcare workforce.

The new campaign will impact every area  
of SMU, from the scholarships our students 
rely on to the research that creates 
new possibilities in patient care. One 
manifestation of the campaign will be our 
new campus home.

More than just a new home 
for SMU, this campus 
represents a long-term 
investment in Oakland’s 
future. By moving to 
the heart of downtown, 
we’re contributing to the 
city’s revitalization and 
strengthening our ties to 
the communities we serve.”

- Dr. Ching-Hua Wang 
   President, Samuel Merritt University

Your generosity as an SMU employee changes students’ lives, 
just as your time and expertise prepares them for their futures.

THANK YOU TO OUR 
2025 EMPLOYEE DONORS!

Dr. Fusae K. Abbott

Dr. Kamla Ahluwalia

Amy H. Anderson

Anonymous (6)

Tavi Baker

Ben Barr

Sally Basurto-Pras

Ora T. Bollinger 2003

Adrianzel Mark A.  
Buan-Lagazo 2020

Jean Carey

Andrew Castro

Dr. Elizabeth Ching

Dr. Randall K. Tom 1990  
and Dr. Cherri S. Choate 1990

Dr. and Mrs. Joel R. Clark 1971

TC Clark

Dr. Brian Clocksin

Nandini Dasgupta

Darrell David 2019

Dr. Timothy G. Dutra 1985

Allyson Emmarene

Carl Garrubba

Heidi Garske

Dr. Kathleen Golden

Dr. Sharon L. Gorman

Corine Harris

Marion Harris

Goli Hashemi

Dianna Heikkila

Dr. Stephen Hill

Jamie S. Hirota

Dr. Joseph J. Janakes 2006

Pamela Johnson

Dr. Jack Kleine

Jingying Ko

Sean Kramer

Jeanie Lau

Keisha Lewis-Nesbitt

Marie L. Ma

Elena Maclachlan

Jeffrey Manese

Lindsey McClenahan

Yvette Mere-Cook

Vivie Nguyen

Lauri Paolinetti

Penny Peak, MPA

Dr. Emily Prieto-Tseregounis

Dr. Nadine M. Pruitt

Christine Quattro

Jessica Richman

Elba Rios

Dr. Richard M. Rocco

Dr. Janet W. Rowland 2003

Dr. Michele Santilhano

Dr. Anglyn Sasser 

Anne E. Scher

Ann M. Schertz  
and Dr. Samuel Dong

Keith Schildt

Anne E. Seed

Staci Shanks

Karen Shows

Dr. Elizabeth Sibson-Tuan 2022  
and Bert Tuan

Dr. William Stiers

Veronica Suazo

Michael Tam

Dr. Catherine Tanner, 2006 & 2019

Shaquille Tillman

Dr. Diane Tom

Dr. David D. Tran 1998

Rachel True

Monica Uriarte

Dr. Alice J. Vestergaard

Christopher Vetek

Dr. Tracey Wagner

Drs. Ching-Hua Wang  
and Nian-Sheng Huang

Dr. Carmen Ward-Sullivan

Robyn Wu

Michelle E. Wuller

Traci Wyss

Dr. Bennett G. Zier  
and Ms. Cynthia Stange
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“ With this endowment, 
I hope to help future 
occupational therapists 
discover their passions 
and come to love this work 
as much as I do. I love 
being able to help make an 
impact on their futures.”

Given how profoundly her 
SMU experience impacted 
her life, Nan Arkwright, 
MOT 1996, decided to 
give back by establishing 
an endowed fund in the 
occupational therapy 
department as part of her 
estate plan. She plans for 
her gift to support student 
educational activities and 
opportunities including 
conference presentations 
and travel, as well as 
equipment to enhance 
student learning. 

- Nan Arkwright, MOT 1996 
   Creating an endowed fund  
   through  her estate plans.

1909 LEGACY 
SOCIETY

The 1909 Legacy Society recognizes the generous individuals who advance SMU’s mission to educate 
highly skilled and compassionate healthcare professionals through provisions in their estate plans.

Nancy R. Arkwright, MOT 1996 

Raphael B. Arner, DPM 1958 *

Cyril J. Attwood, MD *

Valborg M. Bailey *

Dolores V. Barbera *

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Bechtel, Sr. *

Irene Best *

Gerry (DIP ’68, Nursing)  
and Phil Borgeson

Elizabeth Smith Buchanan 1927 *

Hanes A. Burkart, DPM 1972 *

Amelia Califro *

Dorothy Zwinge Clazie 1936 *

Margaret C. Connolly *

Joseph Costa *

Ethel Cross *

Dr. Katrina Jawitz Di Pasqua 1990 

Dennis Dice, DPM 1972  
and Donna Dice

Elizabeth M. Digardi 1945 *

Dr. and Mrs. Roger R. Ecker

Agnes Lucille Engel 1944 *

Robert L. Erhardt *

Margaret E. Camp Fisher 1936 *

Robert P. Fisher *

John Garten-Shuman *

Wilfred R. Gartner, DPM 1971 *

Dawn Baldwin Gilson 1928 *

Fred Goldstein, DPM  
and Estelle Goldstein *

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Graziano *

Kirsten Bertelsen Griffin 1961

Marguerite Griswold *

Anita M. Heeney *

John S. Hege, MD *

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Highsmith *

Edwin Hobgood, DPM 1965 *

Arline T. Hotle *

Edward A. Howard *

Shirley Ann Jaeger *

The June Best Trust 

Lynda Moss Justice 1985

Elsie Gerrior Karmann 1917  
and Karl Karmann *

Dr. Sarah B. Keating *

Burgess S. Kelly, DPM *

Anna Rose Lamore *

Genelle M. Lemon 1939 *

Russell O. Lewis, DPM 1965  
and Antoinette M. Lewis *

Robert O. Lindwall *

Patricia O. Lisser *

Roy Lucks *

Margaret McWhorter *

Marie J. Niemann 1954 *

Marie Adele Samson *

Andrew Schink, DPM 1978  
and Jan Schink 

Thelma C. Scott 1939  
and Robert W. Scott *

Marilyn and Lee Snider 

Bill and Jan Stamos *

Jane Steel *

G.S. Towne *

Keith W. Tucker  
and Joseph F. Koelmel *

Joanne Volponi and Neal Krug *

Berla Warren *

Louise F. Watts *

Anita H. Wies 1960 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Wood *

Millicent A. Zaludek 

Michael Zapf, DPM 1984 and 

Jacqueline Zapf, JD 

Claudine Zuber 

We have taken great care to accurately recognize our generous legacy donors; however, we are 
happy to correct any errors or omissions. Please contact us at legacy@samuelmerritt.edu. 

*Founding Members, whose generous gifts and intentions were recognized 
prior to the creation of the 1909 Legacy Society in 2019.

Members as of October 31, 2025
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SMU LEADERSHIP CIRCLES: 
TRANSFORMATIVE PHILANTHROPY

Members of our SMU Leadership Circles make a powerful impact on 
Samuel Merritt University and our students. We acknowledge and 
appreciate their significant role in the University’s advancement—
leadership donors are crucial SMU partners in advancing the future 
of healthcare.

To express our gratitude to this special cohort of supporters, 
Leadership Circle benefits include: 

•	 Special event invitations.

•	 Exclusive SMU swag.

•	 Recognition throughout the year.

Leadership Circle giving is crucial to empowering the aspiring minds 
of tomorrow’s healthcare professionals, unlocking their fullest 
potential for good.

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Members make an annual gift of $1,500 or more to Samuel Merritt University. 
Membership indicated with * by name.

NURSING DEAN’S CIRCLE
Members make an annual gift of $500 or more to the College of Nursing. 
Membership indicated with ● by name.

PODIATRIC MEDICINE DEAN’S CIRCLE
Members make an annual gift of $500 or more to the College of Podiatric Medicine. 
Membership indicated with ◊ by name.

HEALTH SCIENCES DEAN’S CIRCLE
Members make an annual gift of $500 or more to the College of Health Sciences. 
Membership indicated with # by name.

RECOGNIZING OUR LEADERSHIP CIRCLE DONORS
INDIVIDUAL DONORS ACKNOWLEDGED IN FULL LIST TO FOLLOW.
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Dr. Fusae K. Abbott
Dr. William C. Adams 2009
Neptaly Taty Aguilera *
Alameda Contra Costa Podiatric  
Medical Association ◊
Dr. Kamla Ahluwalia
Amir Ali
American College of Foot  
and Ankle Surgeons * ◊
Amy H. Anderson
Annalisa and Brent Anderson
Dannie L. Anderson 1985 * ●
Sabrina Apolinar
Nancy R. Arkwright, MOT 1996 * #
Christine E. Armigo 2000
Adam Arroyo 2005
April Atencio
Anita Korngold Backer 1981
Aria Bain
Sarah M. Baird 1998
Natasha Baker
Tavi Baker
Bako Medical Education Foundation * ◊
Janis Sherer Ballard 1996
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Mario Barandiaran 2020 * ●
Cindy and Brad Barber *
Ben Barr
Sally Basurto-Pras
Yvonne and Rick Battaglia
Jacob E. Bayani 2001
Beck’s Shoes
Melanie Bell-Mayeda *
Holly L. Bennett 1970
JoAnn M. Bergesen 1969 
Diane L. Bevis 1978
Dr. Dharmesh Bhakta 2000 ◊
Cheryl L. Bittel 1984 ●
Dr. Richard L. Blake 1979 * ◊
Mark A. Block 2011
Dr. Kevin J. Blue 2010
Sheila E. Bolin 1959
Ora T. Bollinger 2003 ●
Karen Boucher 1982
Gerry (DIP ’68, Nursing)  
and Phil Borgeson * ●
Susan Bottari
Kim Bouzid

Dr. Melinda A. Bowlby 2013
Jacqueline C. Bradley 1988, 1994, 1995
Dr. Steven M. Brandwene 1983
Dr. Diane D. Branks 1985
Dr. Donna Breger-Stanton
Dr. Patrick K. Briggs 1998  
and Ms. Helene Harding ◊
Dr. Damieon Brown 2003
Gregory and Noelle Brown
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan A. Brown *
Dr. Neil D. Brown 2009
Maureen Brychel 1968
Adrianzel Mark A.  
Buan-Lagazo 2020
Dr. B. R. Burke 1972
Jayne Bush 1962
Brooke Byron
Caroline Cabias *
Dr. Joseph M. Cafiero 1978  
and Veronica Cafiero
Theresa Cahill
California Podiatric Medical  
Association (CPMA)
Jean Carey
Kasey Carter
Adrian Castillo
Andrew Castro
Tom and Gena Caya
Centene Corporation
Katelin Chan 2016
Elizabeth and Matthew Chaney Family
Dr. Jennifer S. Chen 2012
Dr. Elizabeth Ching
Britney Chiu
Dr. Randall K. Tom 1990  
and Dr. Cherri S. Choate 1990
Lilly Christenson
Cheryl Christianson
Dr. and Mrs. Joel R. Clark 1971
Leon Clark * ●
TC Clark
Tanya C. Clay 1982
Dr. Brian Clocksin *
Marie Coleman * ◊
Carolyn M. Collins 1964 * ●
Comcast
Dr. Colette F. W. Cooper 2023
CreativeMC

Gary Crosby
Emily Crow
Dennis Crowe
Preston Crowe
Michael R. Cruz 2015 ●
Dr. Benjamin D. Cullen 2010  
and Leslie E. Cullen 2008
Susan J. Currie 1990
Drs. Edmund and Barbara J. Czerwinski
Christopher and Debra Danko 1975
Meshia R. Darling 2004 ●
The Daro Foundation * ●
Nandini Dasgupta
Darrell David 2019 ●
Rowena Del Rosario
Darlene DeLancey ●
Deloitte Foundation *
Dr. Katrina Jawitz Di Pasqua 1990 * ◊
Emi DiPiero
Dr. Mark G. Drusin 1978
TC Dufresne

 *  President’s Circle	  ◊ Podiatry Medicine Dean’s Circle
● Nursing Dean’s Circle	 # Health Sciences Dean’s Circle

“ The Ecker Scholarship 
really helped support 
me in getting back and 
forth to my FNP clinical 
sites around Oakland and 
the South Bay so I could 
see my patients, and for 
supplies and materials 
needed for school.”

- Keamiyah Walker, ELMSN-FNP ’23 
  Ecker Scholarship recipient

RECOGNIZING THE
2025 SMU DONORS 
THANK YOU FOR TRANSFORMING HEALTHCARE!

Dr. Timothy G. Dutra 1985 ◊
Paula L. Eddy 1972
Diane E. Eichhorn 1996
Allyson Emmarene
Andrea L. English 1990 ●
Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Feldman
Dr. Natalie A. Fialho 2025
Fidelity Investments
Dr. James Fong 1982
James and Middy Froemming
Stephanie M. Fung
Daniel E. Gabe
Marian M. Garrett 1948 ●
Carl Garrubba
Heidi Garske

Randall Gee
Jeff M. Gerard *
Dr. Steven L. Ginex 1992 ◊
Darlynne D. Giorgi 1968
Kay M. Gist 1956
Amanda Goad
Dr. Kathleen Golden * ●
Nicole Gonzalez
Google, Inc. *
Molly Gordon
Dr. Sharon L. Gorman
Dr. Richard M. Green 1968  
and Valerie Green ◊
Shirley M. Greimann 1961  
and Vernon Greimann
Dr. Michael D. Grimes 1998 * ◊
Arnold Grisham ●
Lawrence and Frances Grisham
The Guild Family
Dr. James Hagan 1972
Mark M. Haley 2003
Aisha Hampton

Jovine Fifer Hankins, Providence 1953 ●
Billy R. Hanks, Jr. 1999
Dr. Tara L. Harrington 2015
Corine Harris
Marion Harris
Kevin Leroy Hart
Goli Hashemi
Paul Hathaway * ●
Hathaway Dinwiddie
Michaela Hayes
Tamra C. Hege
Dianna Heikkila ●
Dr. Becki L. Heimbigner 2016
Christine Helwick *
Cody Henderson

Donna K. Hepworth 1971
Sierra J. Hess 2019
Dr. Abby M. Heydman  
and Mr. Frank Heydman ●
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas E. Highsmith * ●
Dr. Stephen Hill
Jamie S. Hirota
Gracia M. Hofmann 2001
Dr. and Mrs. John C. Hoagland 1962
Donald G. Hogue 2013
Dr. Cornelius L. Hopper *
Shanelle House
Adam Howard
Carol Janakes
Dr. Joseph J. Janakes 2006 * ●
Jennifer Janakes Reid
Marjan Javaherian
Tamiko Joe
Pamela Johnson
Dr. James S. Johnston 2009
Patricia D. Johnston 1967
The June Best Trust * ●

Kaiser Permanente
Dr. Anthony Kakis 1980
Bert Kang
Karyn B. Karp ●
Colleen R. Keoski 1953 ●
Irene and Kiyoshi Katsumoto
Erica S. Keesis-Segura 2004
Christophe Kelsey
Carla G. Kemble 1960
Benjamin U. Kimelman 2018
Dr. Christy M. King 2009  
and Dr. Mher Vartivarian 2009 ◊
Linda B. Kingsley ●
Dr. Jack Kleine
Jingying Ko

Dr. Michele Kraft 1987
Sean Kramer
Dr. Jonathan B. Kreger 1988 * ◊
Lorene M. Kreutzer-Eggett 1983
Dr. Christy W. Kwok 2023
Katherine La 2013
Lakeside Foundation *
Dr. Thuy-Trang Lam 1994
Theresa Lamay 1961
Shirley Lanham
Cleo Lastrella-Toyooka
Janine Lau
Jeanie Lau
Eleanor I. Leanse
Dr. Pamela D. Leavitt 1988
Dr. Bruce A. Lehnert 1992 * ◊
Dr. and Mrs. Michael A. Lenoir
Penelope Levin 1964 ●
Keisha Lewis-Nesbitt
David  Lichtman
Dr. Jessica A. Lickiss 2013
Kevin Lillard

IN THE 2023–2024 SCHOOL YEAR:
OF SMU UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS RECEIVED SOME 
FORM OF FINANCIAL AID/ASSISTANCE

OF SMU GRADUATE STUDENTS RECEIVED SOME FORM 
OF FINANCIAL AID/ASSISTANCE

84%
88%
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 *  President’s Circle	  ◊ Podiatry Medicine Dean’s Circle
● Nursing Dean’s Circle	 # Health Sciences Dean’s Circle

“ The Ecker Scholarship 
really helped support 
me in getting back and 
forth to my FNP clinical 
sites around Oakland and 
the South Bay so I could 
see my patients, and for 
supplies and materials 
needed for school.”

- Keamiyah Walker, ELMSN-FNP ’23 
  Ecker Scholarship recipient

RECOGNIZING THE
2025 SMU DONORS 
THANK YOU FOR TRANSFORMING HEALTHCARE!
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IN THE 2023–2024 SCHOOL YEAR:
OF SMU UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS RECEIVED SOME 
FORM OF FINANCIAL AID/ASSISTANCE

OF SMU GRADUATE STUDENTS RECEIVED SOME FORM 
OF FINANCIAL AID/ASSISTANCE

84%
88%



RECOGNIZING THE 2025 SMU DONORS

Stephanie Linn
Alejandrino H. Lola II 2002
Julia Longo
Linda M. Loveall #
William Lowe, DPM 1957 and Phyllis Lowe *
Yorkman Lowe
Danielle Lu
Andrew A. Luey ●
Kathleen and Guy Lugliani
John and Brenda Lynch
Chris Lyons
Dr. Christina H. Ma 2020
Marie L. Ma
Elena Maclachlan
Misty R. Mallari 2013
Patricia Maloof
Jeffrey Manese
Anne S. Mauvais 1964 ●
Sarah J. Maxwell 2006  
and Brian Kreischer
Debra McClenahan
Lindsey McClenahan
Laura McIntyre
Alvin McLean  
and Yvonne Huggins-McLean *
Dr. David L. Mednick 1985 ◊
Yvette Mere-Cook
Carol Milano 1960
Dr. Stephanie Mita 2016
Aileen Moffitt
Michael A. Moffitt * ●
Mary Lynn Morales
Joanne M. Morris ◊
Shirley Morton
Lubor Mrazek
Caitlyn Nakagawa
Dr. Lawrence M. Ng

Casey Nguyen
Vivie Nguyen
Tracy Niizawa
Paula H. Nisenson 1983
Karen and Darryl Nishihara
Scott and Kelly Nishimura
Jeff and Laura Novotny
Simon O’Brien * ◊
Dennis and Mikel Ann O’Connell * 
Elon and Pat Ormsby ‘64
The O’Shea Foundation * ●
Julie Ow
Dr. and Mrs. W. D. Pagliano 1972 * ◊
Lauri Paolinetti
Shefali V. Parikh 1999
Dillon H. Patel 2023
Cedric Payne
PD Active * ●
Penny Peak, MPA
Susan Penna-Falaschi
Dr. Paul R. Perchonock
Janice M. Perez 1970
Maribel Perez Trujeque 2013
Perkins & Will
Dr. Dennis R. Perry 1973
Petit Café
PG&E
Judith A. Phillips 1959
Lynn D. Phillips 1968
Planned Parenthood Mar Monte
Dr. Marilyn Pontone 1991
Dr. Naleen L. Prasad 2004
Elizabeth Premazzi
Ryan Price
Dr. Emily Prieto-Tseregounis * ●
Dr. Nadine M. Pruitt
Christine Quattro

Michael Quattro
Wing and Linda Quon
R. Shapiro Family Foundation * #
Carolyn A. Rasmussen 1956
Dr. Jim W. Ratcliff 1991
Cathleen M. Regan 1968
Barbara J. Renz 1964
Rocio Reynaga 2017
Dr. Brittany M. Rice 2014
Jenny M. Richardson 1987
Jessica Richman
Elba Rios
Dr. Frank J. Rizzo 1986
Melissa Roberson
Eric and Barbara Roberts
Carole C. Robie
Dr. Richard M. Rocco
Norkys Rojas
Toby Rollinson
Saul and Victoria Rosenbaum
Dr. Charles F. Ross 1972
Dr. Janet W. Rowland 2003 ●
Stephen and Angela Rusher 2007
Samantha Russell
Hadiya Sadiq
Hajarah Sadiq
Perry J. Sales 2001
Todd Salter
San Diego Podiatric Medical Society * ◊
Dr. Michele Santilhano
Dr. Anglyn Sasser 
Nicolas Sawaya
Katherine Schapiro
Anne E. Scher
Ann M. Schertz and Dr. Samuel Dong ●
Keith Schildt
Dr. Andrew C. Schink 1978 * ◊

Joseph Schoeffel
Anne E. Seed
Sequoia Living
Staci Shanks
Dr. and Mrs. Wade W. Sherwood
Karen Shows
Dr. Elizabeth Sibson-Tuan 2022  
and Bert Tuan * 
Sigma, Nu Xi at-Large Chapter * ●
Netanya Sihombing
Cynthia T. Sisson 1968
Christi Skinner
Daniel Smith 2024
Lynn Smith
Ryan Smith
Carolyn A. Snell
Marilyn and Lee Snider * ●
Margaret F. Souza 1960
Marianne A. Spingolo
Heather C. Stark 2011
Dr. William Stiers
Strada Investment Group
Veronica Suazo
Sutter Health
Dr. John Swartzberg
Yoshiko D. Takao 1955
Michael Tam
Dr. Catherine Tanner, 2006 & 2019
Dr. William Tarran 1988 * ◊
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas M. Taylor ◊
Kim Teems
Neil Tengbumroong
Victoria Terheyden
Fran Ternus
Kathleen Thibeault ●
Shaquille Tillman
Judith Timmel

Dr. Diane Tom
Joni Toyooka
Dr. David D. Tran 1998
Dr. Colin J. Traynor 2009
Rachel True
Catherine A. Tucker 1968
Monica Uriarte
Dr. Ana Urukalo 1996
Helen Valmassy * ◊
Angelica Van
Professor Emeritus Paulina Van * ●
Nicholas Vang
Dr. Alice J. Vestergaard
Christopher Vetek
Dr. Conrad M. Vial  
and Catalina Zapata-Vial * #
Dr. Celeste G. Villanueva  
and Robert C. Czeck *
Joanne Volponi and Neal Krug ● 
Dr. Marilyn J. Waller-Niewold 1990
Dr. Tracey Wagner
Dr. Judianne M. Walker 2009
Dr. Marilyn J. Waller-Niewold 1990
Ella Warburg
Teryl Ward 1968
Drs. Ching-Hua Wang  
and Nian-Sheng Huang *
Dr. Carmen Ward-Sullivan
Dr. Kenneth J. Wepman 1988
Dr. Rondalyn V. Whitney 1998 * #
Anita H. Wies 1960
Anne M. Wiley 2014
Barry Williams ●
Joe and Kelly Williams
Dr. Karen Wolf
Lori Wong
Dr. Renee L. Woo 2016

Robyn Wu
Michelle E. Wuller
Traci Wyss
Bao Xiong
Gina  N. Yap
Michael Zapf, DPM 1984  
and Jacqueline Zapf, JD ◊
Dr. Bennett G. Zier and Ms. Cynthia Stange
Morgan Ziontz
Claudine Zuber *
Lisa Zuffi

“ I wanted to return to SMU as faculty and now dean because when I 
was an SMU student, everyone treated me with respect and valued 
making things better. We need fresh ideas in podiatry, and I’m ready 
to listen to the great ideas our students and faculty have. Together 
we can think big, and as dean, I can help implement changes.”

- Dr. Mark Razzante 
   Dean, College of Podiatric Medicine

“ As a single person 
without additional 
income sources, it’s 
challenging to meet the 
demands of school and 
work, so I’m grateful for 
this scholarship.”

- Gabrielle Sims, MSW 2026 
   Behavioral Health Scholarship

 *  President’s Circle	  ◊ Podiatry Medicine Dean’s Circle
● Nursing Dean’s Circle	 # Health Sciences Dean’s Circle
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NURSING STUDENTS SUPPORTED 
BY SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT
Nursing Professor Paulina Van’s recent retirement marks the close of her 
remarkable four-decade-long career at SMU. Her influence touched thousands 
of students through her work as a teacher, scholar, administrator, and mentor. 

Among her many contributions, she helped design the RN to BSN program, 
which she directed twice; served as a provost research fellow; and led the 
Faculty Organization as its president. In 2016, she became the first African 
American full professor faculty member in the University’s 100-year history. 

To honor her legacy, the Dr. Paulina R. Van Perinatal Nursing Scholarship 
Endowment has been established to support undergraduate nursing  
students pursuing careers in perinatal nursing. 

If you’re inspired to 
follow in Dr. Van’s 
footsteps and support 
future generations 
of nursing students, 
you can support the 
Dr. Paulina R. Van 
Perinatal Nursing 
Scholarship Fund: 
smu.pub/van_fund

RECOGNIZING OUR HEALTH IMPACT 
AWARDS EVENT SPONSORS

HEALTH IMPACT AWARDS
Launched in 2023, the SMU Health Impact Awards honor the 
outstanding, significant contributions of our SMU alumni, faculty, 
regional partners, and students to health sciences and healthcare 
through professional activities or community service. 

To submit a nomination for the third annual Health Impact Awards, 
email alumniaffairs@samuelmerritt.edu,  
or visit our website to learn more:  
samuelmerritt.edu/samuel-merritt-university-health-impact-awards

Caroline Cabias

Dr. Cornelius L. Hopper

Alvin McLean and 
Yvonne Huggins-McLean

Dennis and 
Mikel Ann O’Connell

Dr. Elizabeth  
Sibson-Tuan 2022  

and Bert Tuan

Dr. Carmen  
Ward-Sullivan

These generous companies and individuals sponsored the 2025 Health Impact Awards, 
celebrating the award recipients’ extraordinary contributions to society.
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450 30th Street, Suite 2840
Oakland, CA 94609

“ Your support has directly contributed to:

• Empowering Students: Providing scholarships and 
financial aid to deserving students.

• Impacting Communities: Funding projects that foster 
local partnerships, improving access to care, and creating 
lasting solutions to address community needs.

• Enhancing Facilities: Building our new campus in 
downtown Oakland and updating our existing facilities to 
create a world-class learning environment.”

- Dr. Ching-Hua Wang 
   President


