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Welcome to The Nest for today’s exciting fixture in the FA Vase 
First Round Proper! 

I would like to start by welcoming the Supporters, Players, 
Management and Committee of Sidmouth Town AFC. 

The FA Vase always provides the potential of meeting a team from outside 
the region, and today’s fixture against Sidmouth will provide an element of the 
unknown. 

Sidmouth have had a strong start to the season and currently sit in 5th place 
in the Western Premier League with an impressive 29 points. 

When I checked the table this week I spotted a familiar name sitting just 
above them in 4th place – Saltash Utd. 

Our away trip to Saltash in the 2023/24 season provides some fantastic 
memories of a great day out for the club, and an example of the magic that 
the FA Vase can bring. 

The early morning coach trip down, taking over Exter services and of course 
the celebrations in the Saltash clubhouse after winning the game. 

Some of you will recall that we followed up the trip to the Saltash with another 
away day to Brixham. 

Whilst the result might not have been what we were hoping for, it was another 
great FA Vase day out by the coast and some fantastic memories. 

Last year we also reached the 3rd round beating Stonehouse Town and      
Milton United, both games being decided in penalty shoot-outs at The Nest. 

So we have some previous form in the FA Vase, and I know Ollie and the lads 
will be super focussed on getting beyond the 3rd round this year and setting a 
club record! 

We can feel confident going into today’s game, we were unfortunate to see 
both the New Milton and Hythe games abandoned when it felt very much like 
6 points were on the cards. 

Everyone at the club wishes Billy Maybury & Ethan Hartness all the very best 
for a speedy recovery.  

Our performance against Brockenhurst also showed that we can come back 
from behind, and now pose a goal scoring threat throughout the 90mins. 

Let’s add the special ingredient that will make the difference and get behind 
the lads on the sidelines! 
 

COYR’s!    
 

Mark.  

 



 

 

 

 

Good Afternoon Everyone,  

Today we welcome Sidmouth to ‘The Nest’ for the FA Vase 1st 
round, obviously at step 5 this is a exciting competition with the final played at 
the home of football Wembley stadium and we enter after all the qualifying 
rounds.  

I welcome the management, players and supporters of Sidmouth and sure we 
all look forward to an exciting game. 

It’s been a difficult few weeks which saw 2 out of 3 games postponed due to 
player injuries, I like to wish both players a speedy recovery and hope they 
both ok. Last Saturday we made the trip to Brockenhurst which saw us draw 3
-3, I think myself and Steve ( Brock Manager) will fill our teams should of won 
the game. We did show good fighting quality by coming from behind 3 times 
and finished the game strongly and could of won it with a header hitting the 
bar in last minute.  

To update you all we have seen some departures over last couple weeks, 
Connor Gill (New Milton), Tommy Nelson ( Millbrook) and Jake Fletcher 
( Hamworthy United), I wish all 3 players all the best and thank them for there 
efforts with us.  

We also have some injuries today, Luke Burbidge who came off last week 
with a knee injury has had scan and the result isn’t great but positive to what 
could of been, Archie Whitfield also was taken to Hospital in midweek playing 
for his college team and X-rays show no breaks so hopefully we will see him 
back playing soon.  

With this in mind you may of seen on socials we have signed Liam Farrugia, a 
versatile player with Wessex League and Southern League experience and 
comes into the squad today, also I am pleased to say our captain Ozzy has 
trained well this week with no issues or reactions so comes back in also.  

This game really excites me and the players and we are keen to do well, we 
need to make home advantage count and ask you all as always to get behind 
the lads for the whole game and hopefully we can get the result we all want 
but Sidmouth will also be looking to progress so a tough game is in front of 
us.  

Hope you enjoy the game  

    OLlie Cherrett  



The history of Sidmouth Football Club since it’s inception has been one of continuous development 
through to the present day. As you will see the Club is now a far cry from its humble beginnings in the 
century before last, and a credit to the fathers of Sidmouth football that the ‘Vikings’ continue to thrive to 
this day.                                                                                    
Although Sidmouth FC was founded in 1895 and football was regularly played in the town, the first         
evidence of a fully constituted league-based football club in Sidmouth was in 1912 when a team known 
as the Sidmouth ‘Young Unionists Association Football Club’ played in the East Devon League.           
However, after just two seasons the First World war disrupted their progress. The newspaper clipping 
below records the Club AGM of the time and mentions one C. Mortimore as a frequent goal-scorer. He is 
an ancestor of Ken Mortimore who has been involved with the Club over many years and remains so to 
this day, as club groundsman. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local newspaper report of Sidmouth (Young Unionists) Football Club AGM 
In 1919 the team seems to have been reformed and played until 1922 possibly as the Sidmouth ‘Imps’ 
when they joined the Ottery & District League for just one season. They won that at the first time of   
asking so re-joined the East Devon League until 1928 when they switched across to the Victory League 
for one season before a return to the East Devon League where, in 1931, they became Junior Division 1 
East champions.  
In 1937 Sidmouth became champions again so re-tried their hand back in the Victory League until         
progress was again hampered by the intervention of World War 2. 
After the war Sidmouth moved back to the East Devon League which was now known as the Exeter & 
District League, and in 1957 were promoted to the Premier division for the first time.  
In 1968 Sidmouth won the Premier title for the first time but in the 1980s they found themselves back in 
Senior division football on three occasions although they did win the Senior Division 1 ‘A’ title in 1987.  
In the 1990/1991 season, when three points were first awarded for a win, the Vikings were relegated, but 
returned to the Premier division a year later despite only finishing eighth. This was because the Devon & 
Exeter League, as it had now become, saw a number of its Premier teams transfer to the newly formed 
Devon League, and had to change its constitution so clubs with better facilities such as Sidmouth were 
favoured. 



Sidmouth were then in the Premier Division where they won the championship for the second time in 
2011. They then decided to step up to the South-West Peninsular League (East Division) where they 
played their football until 2025. 
The Ground 
Over the years matches were played variously on a field between Lawn Vista and the river Sid – now 
allotments, Vicarage Field – where Glebelands now is, occasionally on the hockey field at Manor Road, 
Blackmore Field – the current rugby pitch, a field in Sid Road -where Redwood Road now is (with         
players changing at the Anchor Inn) and finally at the Recreation Ground, Manstone. 
The original changing accommodation at the “Rec” was sited at the top end of where the skate park now 
is. It was, to say the least, very small, comprising a wooden hut (through which the wind whistled) with 
two tin baths (filled by a gas copper) which, after use, were emptied into the stream behind. 
The current Clubhouse, laid down in 1974 has developed over several phases, the apex roofed area  
being the original and financed by a reasonable bank balance, supplemented by grants from the Devon 
Playing Fields Association and Devon County Council. A subsequent phase, completed in 2010, saw the 
addition of modern changing facilities for players and officials and included an accessible toilet and   
laundry room. In 2013 the club bar and lounge areas were modernised and refurbished. 
In 2017, with the help of the Keith Owen Fund (KOF), the Club completed the construction of a Gym and 
Workshop (The Ken Mortimore Building) as part of a rear extension to the existing Clubhouse. Recent 
additions have included solar panels, a re-configured office and a fully equipped kitchen and servery. 
Elsewhere, further KOF assistance in 2021 saw the installation of a pitch-end ball-stop and together with 
Football Association and Devon County Council funding the Club completed a major upgrade to the 
ground with the installation of floodlights, covered seating, perimeter railings and additional spectator 
standing. Recent pitch extensions and fencing ensure compliance with the Step 5. FA  requirements to 
compete in the Western League. 
The Club has a large and loyal following in the town and many of Sidmouth’s leading businesses are  
involved in sponsorship and support. Since promotion in 2025 to the Western League teams travel the 
length and breadth of the West of England and in league and cup-ties play as far afield as Bristol, south 
Gloucestershire, north Somerset and into Dorset, Wiltshire and Cornwall. 
Nickname 
The origin of the team-name ‘Vikings’ is explained in the following post on the Club website some years  
ago from Andy Harris.  
 
Andy Harris on October 25, 2013 at 8:28 pm said: 
 
“The nickname “The Vikings” was the result of a competition held by the Sidmouth Herald in about 1975. 
A prize of £10 was on offer for the winner of the competition, to give Sidmouth Town a nickname. I          
entered the competition myself as a then 15-year-old boy……… and WON !!!! 
Among the reasons I gave for choosing this name was that the Sidmouth crest/coat of arms had a Viking 
ship on it and it also described their attacking play. I was duly invited to the club house and then          
presented with my cash prize of ten crisp one pound notes, which were arranged in a large fan shape 
and subsequently my picture appeared in the following weeks Herald with a rather large grin on my face. 
Ten pounds was a good sum of money back then, as when I began work the following year I was only 
earning £25 pounds a week and a pint of Trophy bitter was only 29 pence a pint in a pub. 
Just thought I might add a little to the club history as I stumbled across this page today “ 

“The  

Vikings”   

https://sidmouthtown.wordpress.com/about/club-history/#comment-106
















Byes: AFC Shirley, AFC Stoneham,         

AFC Stoneham Res, AFC Totton,          

Bashley, Bemerton Heath Harlequins, 

Blackfield & Langley, Braishfield, 

Broughton, Downton, Dynamo Dockside, 

Hedge End Rangers, Hedge End               

Rangers Res, Hythe & Dibden, Fawley 

AFC, Locks Heath, Michelmersh &           

Timsbury, Select Generation,                    

Stockbridge, Sway, Sway Res, Totton & 

Eling 

Holders: AFC Stoneham  

FIRST ROUND 

BTC Southampton 0-1 Sporting Wessex 

Bishops Waltham Dynamo’s 3-3 (6-7 on pens)   

    Fordingbridge Turks 

Brockenhurst 5-0 Lyndhurst 

Christchurch 7-0 Follands Academy 

Hamble Club 5-2 Follands Sports 

Hedge End Town 0-3 New Milton Town 

Millbrook 3-2 AFC Netley 

Ringwood 3-1 Colden Common 

Romsey Town 0-0 

(                                                      Lymington Town 

Whiteley Wanderers Heath 1-3  Nursling &  

      Shirley  

 

SECOND ROUND 

AFC Stoneham Reserves 1-3 Fawley AFC  

AFC Totton A/W Nursling & Shirley  

Bashley 7-2 Fordingbridge Turks  

Bemerton Heath Harlequins H/W Sway 

Blackfield & Langley 1-1 (5-6 on pens) Romsey  

        Town 

Braishfield 0-1 Brockenhurst 

Broughton 0-2 AFC Shirley 

Dynamo Dockside v New Milton Town 

Hedge End Rangers v Sporting Wessex 

 

Hedge End Rangers Reserves 0-10  

      Hamble Club 

Hythe & Dibden v Millbrook 

Michelmersh & Timsbury v Christchurch 

Select Generation 1-2 Locks Heath  

Stockbridge 0-4 Downton 

Sway Reserves 1-13 AFC Stoneham 

Totton & Eling v Ringwood Town 

                            

THIRD ROUND 

Bemerton Heath Harlequins v AFC  

       Stoneham 

Michelmersh & Timsbury/Christchurch v  

      Locks Heath 

Hedge End Rangers/Sporting Wessex v  

       Fawley AFC  

Bashley v AFC Shirley  

 Brockenhurst v Dynamo Dockside/New  

             Milton Town 

 Totton & Eling/Ringwood Town v Nursling &  

        Shirley 

Hythe & Dibden/Millbrook v Hamble Club 

Romsey Town v Downton 







I CAN’T have been the only one to notice a distinct 
change in the temperature over the last few weeks 
as the summer months passed and autumn set in. 

With t-shirts and shorts now long packed away in 
the bottom of the wardrobe, woolly jumpers and 
thick coats are now the order of the day for bracing a cold afternoon or  evening on the 
terraces. 

The autumn and winter months can be difficult periods for Non-League clubs up and 
down the country. Storm Amy battered our shores and played havoc with the fixture 
scheduled a fortnight ago, while the likes of Bram, Chandra, Dave and Eddie brewing for 
the next instalment. 

Indeed, echoes of past storms and multiple postponements that wiped out week-after-
week of fixtures sprung to mind as I ventured to a Friday night fixture between Northern 
League Division One rivals Newcastle Blue Star and Horden Community Welfare a           
couple of weeks back. 

Now, I can’t have been the only one expected to arrive at Blue Star’s KD Stadium to be 
told the fixture had fallen foul of the strong winds and heavy rainfall that had battered the 
north-east and beyond for large parts of the previous 24 hours. 

Yet, to my surprise, it was very much business as usual as the two sides made their way 
out onto a playing surface which looked in pristine condition despite being battered in the 
hours leading up to the game. 

Somehow, amidst howling wind and driving rain, an intriguing contest ensued with the 
points shared in a 1-1 draw. 

Indeed, on reflection, a share of the spoils was quite fitting on a day where the real              
winners were the team of Blue Star volunteers who worked tirelessly, without any          
individual reward, to get the game on in testing conditions. 

But it wasn’t just the ground staff at Scotswood who deserve credit. 

Off the pitch, turnstiles were in use, pints were being pulled in the clubhouse, bins were 
being emptied, half-time draw tickets sold and the club shop manned. 

Then, once the full-time whistle had been blown, the clean-up operation began, both in 
and outside of the stadium – tasks that the 243 in attendance wouldn’t have given a              
second thought to. 

This, of course, is indicative of everyday life at a Non-League club, whatever the level, 
and got me thinking just how invaluable volunteers are to the day-to-day running of our 
clubs and how they provide the foundations of their very existence. 

Without them, there would be no football clubs, or if we did, they would be                     
unrecognisable from what we can consider ourselves fortunate to have. 

From the tea lady to the kitman, the bar staff, to those manning the turnstiles and           
sweeping up post-match - all are as essential as each other and deserve our utmost             
respect and appreciation. 

Their work may go unnoticed, and they may well toil away with unseen hours of graft, but 
they remain as essential as those representing our clubs on the pitch and the                 
management teams that guide them. 

The winter months, as always, will be significant challenges as the bad weather             
descends - and that is when our volunteers come to the fore and go beyond the call of 
duty. Their work is invaluable, whatever the weather.  
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Elliot Driver 

Isaacs Furness (c) 

Same Gleeson  

Matt Webb 

Jack Mills  

Cholesterol Hachipuka 

Jamie Vaughan-Ryall 

Jack Drew-Cull 

Nathan cooper 

Edward Butcher 

Karim Couliby 

Luke Nickles 

Jacob O'Callaghan 

Dan western 

Liam Carey 

Matt Hesford  

Ryan Finnimore 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Manager Billy Rouse  

Asst Managers Matt Byrnes & 
     Stuart Fraser  

Ross Casey 

Ronan Moore 

Ryan Osman 

Sam Davidson 

Joe Newport 

James Clark 

Liam Farrugia 

Sam Bradford 

Lee-Brad Haensell 

Tommy Farnsworth  

Luke Delaney 

Ethan Fishlock 

Conor Ford 

Lerone Plummer 

Artem Mosiakin 

Archie Whitfield 

Elliot Ward 

Luke Burbidge 

Harry McGrath 

George Ashby 

Ben Gulliver  

Zach Earley  

Ilya Ihnatenko 

 

Manager Ollie Cherrett   

Asst Manager Chris Hart   

 

               Match Officials:  

Referee                                  Assistant                        Assistant   

Ryan Thomas      Gray Surman       Samuel Downer   


