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Beannachtaí (Greetings) to our Savannah community, our visitors, and all who are Irish by heritage or Irish at heart,

It is with great gratitude that I extend my warmest greetings to the Savannah community as we come together to celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day. This cherished tradition is more than a parade or a single day of celebration — it is a reflection of our faith, our heritage, and the en-
during spirit of service that defines this city.

St. Patrick’s Day invites us first to honor our Patron Saint, a man whose deep faith and perseverance carried Christianity across Ireland and 
whose legacy continues to inspire generations. It is also a time to remember the Irish men and women who came before us, who arrived on 
these shores seeking opportunity and built new lives in places such as Frogtown, Yamacraw, and the Old Fort. Their sacrifices helped shape 
Savannah into the welcoming, resilient community we proudly call home.

This year’s theme, “Time, Talent, and Treasure,” is deeply personal to me. It is a lesson my mother instilled in me at a young age — that 
how we use our time, share our talents, and give of our treasures is the true measure of the kind of person we strive to be. That guidance has 
stayed with me throughout my life and has shaped the way I approach my family, my work, and my service to this community. In many ways, 
Savannah’s St. Patrick’s Day celebration reflects this same spirit, enduring because so many people give selflessly of themselves to preserve a 
tradition rooted in faith, generosity, and unity.

Savannah and the surrounding coastal region have long been proud home to a strong and vibrant military community. From those cur-
rently serving in uniform to the veterans who have faithfully defended our freedoms, their sacrifice and dedication are woven into the fabric 
of this city. As our nation commemorates its 250th anniversary, we are reminded that the liberties we celebrate — including the ability to 
gather openly in faith and fellowship — are secured by the courage of those who answer the call to serve. On this historic milestone, we honor 
and thank every man and woman who has worn our nation’s uniform and the families who stand behind them.

I would be remiss if I did not express my sincere appreciation to the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee for the honor of being elected 
Grand Marshal. I am especially grateful to the Executive Committee and the Adjutant Staff for their dedication, leadership, and countless 
hours of service that make this celebration possible year after year. I also extend my heartfelt thanks to our military, law enforcement, and 
city and county leaders, whose commitment to service and public safety allows this tradition to be celebrated with pride, respect, and unity.

Family has always been at the heart of this celebration, and I am deeply grateful for my wife, Colleen and my children, Colin, Rosemarie, 
and Liam, whose love, support, and encouragement have guided me every step of the way. St. Patrick’s Day reminds us that our greatest trea-
sures are often not material, but found in the people we hold dear, the traditions we pass down, and the values we strive to live by each day.

As we celebrate, I encourage everyone to do so responsibly, with gratitude and respect for the legacy entrusted to us. The memories we 
create today become the traditions of tomorrow, and it is our shared responsibility to ensure that Savannah’s St. Patrick’s Day continues to 
be honored and preserved for generations to come.

Savannah has long been known as the Hostess City of the South, and on St. Patrick’s Day, that spirit shines brighter than ever. May this 
celebration renew our faith, strengthen our bonds as a community, and remind us how fortunate we are to call this remarkable city home.

May God bless Savannah, may He bless our great nation, and may your hearts be full on this St. Patrick’s Day and always.

Lá Fhéile Pádraig sona duit (Happy St Patrick’s Day)

Martin S. Hogan
2026 Grand Marshal

Grand Marshal 
Martin S. Hogan

st. patrick’s day 2026
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Greetings,

On behalf of the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Committee, I would like to 
welcome you to the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in Savannah, Georgia. The Irish 
Catholic community in Savannah have- and continue to celebrate- the Feast of 
Saint Patrick, the Patron Saint of Ireland, since 1824. Again, this year at 8:00am 
on March 17th, we will begin the day by attending Mass at the Basilica Cathe-
dral of Saint John the Baptist, and all are welcome to attend. While the parade, 
itself, is a fun event for the entire community, we keep the foundation of faith 
in our hearts as we celebrate this great day and Saint Patrick who, through his 
unwavering faith, spread Christianity across Ireland.

We continue to focus our parade on faith, family and friends, with faith being 
the most important reason to celebrate. We produce a family friendly parade 
in historic downtown Savannah and encourage you to celebrate our culture 
with your family and friends. The Feast of Saint Patrick truly is a special day in 
Savannah.

I would like to thank the Chatham County Sheriff’s Office, the City of 
Savannah, and all of our local government agencies who assist our committee 
with all of the events throughout the Saint Patrick’s Day season. The services 

they provide ensure that we may all safely enjoy the parade.

I would like to personally thank my officers and executive committee, who put in tireless hours of work to make sure this 
day is special for all. Thank you to the general membership of the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Committee for having faith in 
me to serve as your 2025-2026 General Chairman. A very special thank you to our office manager, Angela Coleman, for her 
incredible dedication over the years. To my family & friends that have supported me along the way, thank you.

Please feel free to join us for some special events included in Savannah’s “Irish Season” leading up to the parade. We will be 
greening the fountain in Forsyth Park on March 6th at noon. Our Celtic Cross Mass will be held Sunday, March 8th at the 
Basilica Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist, followed by a ceremony at the Celtic Cross monument in Emmet Park. On March 
16th at 4:00pm, we will have our Seargent William Jasper ceremony in Madison Square. We hope that you can attend these 
events.

It is my wish that that you will come to the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade on March 17th and join in celebrating our faith and 
Irish culture. God bless America, God bless the Irish and God bless us, all!

Slan leat, le do mhuintir, agus le do chaired,

John (Patrick) Beytagh, Jr.
General Chairman
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Committee

A Letter from the Chairman
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A Letter from the Bishop

March 17, 2022
Memorial of St. Patrick

Dear Friends,
Rejoice in the Lord always! 
I shall say it again: Rejoice!

(philippians 4:4)

As we celebrate St. Patrick today, we rejoice in the gi�  of his legacy. St Patrick experienced much 
su� ering in his young life. He lived through challenging circumstances but did not waiver in his 
faith, hope and love for others. In the midst of di�  cult times, he continued to ask God for strength, 
wisdom and protection. St. Patrick provides for us a model of hopeful living, which seeks the 
promise of a better tomorrow. 

We also rejoice today in being able to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with the return of the parade and 
other festivities that are beloved here in Savannah. � e opportunity to continue traditions, to be 
together in fellowship as a community and to welcome visitors to the � e Hostess City brings great 
joy and hope for the future. We can truly honor this moment in time by asking for the intercession 
of St. Patrick for continued healing for our world and for the promise of a better tomorrow. 

As your Bishop, I ask you to join me in prayer today as we remember the spirit of St. Patrick. With 
joyful hearts we give thanks for his life and example and for the history he represents here in 
Savannah. � ank you to all who keep the culture and history of St. Patrick’s Day relevant in our 

 ne city. Please be assured of my prayers for you, your loved ones and your intentions. 

May we meet each day in our prayers and Rejoice in the Lord always!

In Christ,

Most Reverend Stephen D. Parkes, dd
Bishop of Savannah
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Dear Friends of St. Patrick, 

Today, Tuesday, March 17th, the annual St. Patrick’s Day parade will take place in 
the beautiful City of Savannah. People of every race, creed, and color will come from 
near and far; not only from the United States itself but also from countries across the 
world, especially Ireland. As chaplain of the parade committee for many years, and 
now joined by Father Frank Ziemkiewicz, we take the occasion to welcome one and all 
to our beautiful Hostess City of South!

St. Patrick is one of the world’s most popular saints. He was born in Great Britain 
around year 385 A.D. At the age of sixteen or so, he was captured and taken to Ireland 
as a slave. After a short period of time working as a shepherd, Patrick escaped captivity 
and returned home. The paganism of Ireland during those years continued to trouble 
him, which led to his decision to become a priest. He then returned to Ireland as a 
Bishop and preached the Good News of the Gospel to the Irish people. St. Patrick 
converted many thousands to the faith during his lifetime. Towards the end of his life, 

he wrote his Confessio which detailed his life and the difficulties he encountered during his mission in Ireland. St. Patrick lived 
a very simple life of penance and died around year 461 A.D. 

Here in our own City of Savannah, the festive day will begin with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in the beautiful Cathedral 
Basilica of Saint John the Baptist, followed by the parade and several Irish activities. Most of those celebrating today will be 
in some shade of green but there is no green like that of Ireland. You must see it to believe it. It is different. If you visit that 
small island, especially in the country areas, you will get an extremely BIG welcome. To quote from “The Breastplate of Saint 
Patrick” – “Christ shield me this day: Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me, 
Christ above me, Christ on my right, Christ on my left, Christ when I lie down, Christ when I arise, Christ in the heart of 
every person who thinks of me, Christ in the eye that sees me, Christ in the ear that hears me.” 

Along with Father Frank Ziemkiewicz , our message to one and all is: Today, March 17th, wherever Irish sons and daughters 
rally to honor St. Patrick, the victory that is celebrated is the faith of Patrick and of the Irish. It takes only one sentence to tell 
of his greatness and wonderment, “He simply brought the faith to the people of Ireland”. 

Fr. Patrick O’Brien							     
Parade Chaplain

A Letter from the Chaplain

Fr. Frank Ziemkiewicz
Assistant Chaplain	
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The Memorial Sash
remembering our loved ones

Richard Barry worn by Lawrence Edgerly, III			 
Mable Doherty Beranc worn by Molly Ray		
Thomas J. Beytagh, Sr. worn by Thomas J. Beytagh, Jr.		
William J. Beytagh worn by John P. Beytagh, Sr.		
Francis M. “Dee” Brady worn by James Byerly
William H. Brady Sr. & Jr. and John J. Brady worn by Mike Brady
Walter H. Bryant worn by Burch R. Bryant			 
James G. “Country” Burke worn by Noel Burke
Patrick Joseph Buttimer worn by Terry Buttimer		
William H. “Billy ” Baker worn by S. Patrick Sancomb
Gertrude McCoy Barry worn by Mary Edgerly Pitts
Charles C. Carter worn by Charles D., Michael J. and James R. Carter
Henry J. Chandler worn by Mamie W. Chandler		
C. Harry Clark, Jr. worn by Robert Johnson
Sheila P. Cobb worn by Mary W. Forbes			 
Wesley E. Cobb worn by Chris Cobb				  
Hugh E. “Pat” Coleman, Jr. worn by Alicia C. “Buffy” Coleman 
Michael Thomas Cooley worn by Marty Smith			 
Walter C. Corish, Sr. worn by Walter C. Corish, Jr.		
Joseph P. Counihan, Sr. worn by Deborah Counihan Carroll
Counihan Women worn by Sheila Counihan Winders
John J. Counihan worn by Dennis P. Counihan			 
Michael J. Counihan worn by sons, Michael, Jerry, Dennis, 
       and Grandson Dennis 
Charles M. “Charlie” Courtenay worn by Chuck Courtenay, Jr.
Robert S. Creech, Jr. worn by Rob S. Creech, III	
Captain John A. Daily worn by Karl A. Holmen, III		
John H. Daniels worn by Jack Daniels				  
Arthur R. “Bubba” Sheffield, Jr. worn by Michael A. Sheffield	
Jeff Freeman Dickey worn by Jeff Francis Dickey		
Charles A. Doherty worn by Billy Manucy			 
William J. Douberly worn by Kenny Douberly
Dennis T. Downing, Jr. worn by Paul D. Downing	
Robert F. Downing and Robert S. Downing worn by Robert S.D. Pace
Mary Elizabeth Dwan worn by Dwan Maxey Lester
George A. Ebberwein worn by Joseph K. Ebberwein
Lawrence “Bubba” Ederly Jr. worn by Ricky Edgerly
Dail Eireann (Irish Assembly) worn by Gerald Counihan		
Frederick H. Elmgren, Sr. worn by Fred H. Elmgren, Jr.		
Michael James Fahey worn by Edward James Fahey
Patrick S. Fallin worn by Don Fallin
Darrell E. Farringer worn by James Q. Farringer
Joseph P. Fitzpatrick worn by Jeff Fitzpatrick
Bernard M. Flaherty worn by Joey Odom
Daniel T. Fogarty, Sr. worn by Daniel T. Fogarty, Jr.
John J. Fogarty worn by Timothy M. Fogarty
William L. Fogarty, Sr. worn by William L. Fogarty, Jr.
William J. Foran worn by William “JoJo” Foran II
John J. Forbes, Sr. worn by Franklin A. Forbes
Edward C. Gleason’s Walking Sick carried by C.J. Stickle
Julian C. Halligan worn by Michael R. Halligan
Aloysius J. “Al” Handiboe, Jr. worn by Maria Handiboe-Wance
Cuthbert J. Herb worn by Joseph Herb
Irish Heritage Socity deceased members worn by Ron Winders
Ellen McAlpin Hogan worn by Hon. Mary Kathryn Hogan-Moss
Herbert C. Johnson, Sr. worn by Patrick E. Johnson
Thomas E. Johnson worn by Brian Shanahan
Dr. Paul F. Jurgensen worn by John W. Jurgensen 
James R. Kavanaugh worn by Gene Hahne
Patrick B Kavanaugh worn by Dennis M. Maguire
John J. Kelly, Sr. worn by Michael Kelly

Robert S. Kelly worn by Charles M. Courtenay, III
Nicholas S. “Nick” Kenny worn by sons, daughter and Grandchildren
Robert M. Kramer worn by Robert M. Kramer, Jr.
Robert McDonald Laird, Sr. worn by Robert M. Laird, Jr.
Christopher Hussey Laird worn by Michael J. Laird
George A. Lingenfelser, Sr. worn by Julia Marie Cheaves
Eleanor Magee Loomis worn by Martha Loomis Noonan
William O. Mangan, Jr. worn by Charles G. Mangan & Richard B. Mangan
Frank M. “Mickey” Maguire, Jr. worn by Timothy J. Maguire
“Chief” Thomas J. Mahoney, Sr. worn by Roland B. Mahoney, Sr.
Helen Doherty Manucy worn by Maria Maxey Etzle
Vivian Manucy Maxey worn by Dwan Maxey Lester
W.E. Maxey, Jr. worn by W.E. Maxey, III
Joseph M. McDonough, Sr. worn by Bernard Winters
J. Michael McDonough, Jr. worn by Stephen Winters
Robert J. McGrath, Sr.. worn by Theresa Neidlinger.
Thomas J. McSweeney, Jr. worn by Joseph F. Ireland III
Charlie Mell worn by Jeff Mell
Charles E. Mell, III worn by Charles M. Mell
John “Vic” Mell worn by John F. Mell, Jr.
Dennis Patrick Mixon worn by David Edward Mixon, Sr.
John J. “Jack” Mulligan, Sr. worn by John J. Mulligan, Jr.
Katherine Ellen Hogan Murray worn by Deana M. Shores
Cyril O’Brien worn by Dr. Keith Kirby
Mary O’Brien worn by Raymond O’Brien
Timothy O’Brien worn by Curtis Carver
Daniel J. O’Connor Sr., Daniel J. III and Patrick J. O’Connor
       worn by Mike O’Connor
Thomas J. O’Hayer, Sr. and Thomas J. O’Hayer, III 
       worn by Thomas J. O’Hayer, Jr.
Thomas J. O’Hayer, Sr. worn by Timothy P. O’Hayer, Jr.
William E. “Papa” Osbourne worn by Ashlea M. Osbourne
Harry W. Pitts, Jr. worn by Harry W. Pitts, III
William J. Powers, Jr. worn by Anne Powers
Michael G. Powers worn by Daniel T. Powers
Gary Price, Sr. worn by Gary Price, Jr.
Joseph A. Quinan worn by Adam F. Quinan
William J. Quinan, IV worn by William J. Quinan III
Edwin J. Ramsey Sr. worn by his Grandsons 
Edgar C. Robertson worn by Daniel S. Robertson
Michael S. Robertson worn by Michael S. Robertson, Jr.
Joseph E. Russell, Sr. worn by John G. Russell, Sr.
Ellen T. Ryan worn by William E. Barfield
Andrew J. Ryan, II & III worn by Andrew J. “Drew” Ryan, IV
Leo Ryan worn by Matthew B. Ryan
Mary and Ira Ryan and Raymond Walsh worn by Ira Ryan, Jr.
Leo & Mable Ryan worn by Michael F. Ryan
Vestus J. Ryan worn by The Grandchildren
John A. “Jack” Sheehan worn by John P. Sheehan
Louis C. Shoemaker worn by Richard, Robert and Gary Shoemaker
Thomas J. “Tommy” Spellman worn by Dr. John Spellman
William T. “Bill” Spellman worn by Steve Spellman
James F. Stafford, Sr. worn by Jim Stafford, Jr.
Kathleen M. Stafford worn by Kandace Jasmine Lewis
Nicholas T. Stafford worn by John J. Stafford
Frederick M. “Fred” Sutton worn by Thomas S. “Toby” Gnann
Fannie Byrd Ulmer worn by Brenda Manucy
Thomas J. Wells, Sr. worn by John C. Wells
Michael Barrett Welsh worn by Michael Barrett Welsh, Jr.
Kirby Joseph Winters, Sr. worn by Kirby Joseph Winters, Jr.
R.A. Zealy worn by Aloysius Zealy
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2025-2026 Saint Patrick’s         Day Parade Committee
Officers

Thomas C. Madison             
Treasurer

Gerald P. Counihan 
Secretary

Randall W. Fleenor
Adjutant

John Patrick Beytagh, Jr.
General Chairman

Michael F. Sweeney II
Vice Chairman
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2025-2026 Saint Patrick’s         Day Parade Committee
Executive Committee

William H. Fleming, Sr.        
Membership Secretary

Kevin T.Ryan                                           
Assistant Secretary

J. Keith Parker         
Financial Secretary

Christian J. Steinmetz III
Counselor

John J. Povanda, III

Dennis P. Counihan                         

Jacob T. Roberts

John J. Holland, IV              

Michael C. Lynch      

John Matthew Brown                                        

A. Joseph Powers    

Richard B. Edgerly                     Gregory L. Kindred

F. Ryan Sewell                       
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2025  Jay Burke ’83
2024  John P. Forbes ’86
2020  Michael W. Roush, Sr. ’62 
2017  Dennis M. Counihan ’68 
2016  Michael A. Foran ’76 
2015  Hugh E. Coleman ’67 
2014  Dave Roberts ’76 
2013  James A. “Jimmy” Ray ’69
2012  Timothy F. Ansley ’64
2011  Walter M. Crawford ’69
2010  Dennis M. Herb ’61
2008  Dr. Frank P. Rossiter, Jr. ’58
2006  Anthony T. Ryan ’65  
2005  Daniel J. Sheehan, Jr ’53  
2004  Fr. Joseph F. Ware ’40  
2003  Lawrence S. “Pete” Conneff ’47  
2001  Robert J. McGrath ’47 
2000  Thomas I. Brunson ’62    
1999  Harry G. Deal ’45  
1998  John J. Forbes, Jr. ’61  
1996  Michael F. Ryan ’61 

1995  Thomas J. Mahoney, Jr.’54  
1994  M. J. “Jerry” Hogan ’61  
1992  James G. Burke, Jr. ’53  
1991  James F. Stafford, Sr. ’42 
1990  Robert H. Reardon ’38  
1989  Charles R. Ray, Sr. ’41  
1988  Michael J. Counihan ’35    
1987  Robert McDonald Laird ’42  
1986  William L. Fogarty ’47  
1985  M. Barrett Welsh ’43  
1984  John E. Mell ’42
1983  William J. Foran ’36  
1980  Leo B. Ryan ’32 
1979  Murtagh A. Spellman ’39  
1977  Joseph D. Sheehan ’23  
1976  Thomas J. Beytagh, Sr. ’42  
1973  Aloysius J. Handiboe, Jr. ’36  
1972  Francis P. Rossiter, Sr. ’31 
1971  John M. Brennan ’29  
1967  Msgr. T. James McNamara ’16  
1966  Julian C. Halligan ’29  

1964  L. Gordon Whelan, Sr. ’21 
1963  Joseph M. McDonough ’23  
1961  Eugene G. Butler ’19  
1960  Hugh H. Grady ’20  
1959  William E. Register ’26  
1954  Walter B. Murphy ’21  
1953  Daniel J. Sheehan, Sr. ’10  
1950  John J. Fogarty 
1948  Robert F. Downing   
1947  A. J. Ryan, Jr. ’19  
1937  Fire Chief Thomas J. Fogarty ’20  
1936  Dr. Edward J. Whelan, Sr. ’17  
1931  J. Joseph Doolan ’18  
1930  J. Joseph Doolan ’18  
1929  James M. Harte  
1927  Cletus W. Bergen ’12  
1926  Dr. Michael J. Egan ’09

Past Grand Marshals
Who Are Benedictine Alumni

For more information visit 
TheBC400.com 

or call 912.644.7000.
BDC431
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In the early years of the Parade, it was not uncommon for an Irishman to serve several years as Grand Marshal.  For that reason, 
we will only list by name from 1870 to modern times as follows: John Freely, Captain M.J. Doyle, John T. Ronan, James Hunter, M.J. Ford, 

James D. Reynolds, John A. Feuger, Dennis O’Connor, John W. Reilly, Luke Carson, Joseph F. Doyle, James J. Eagan, Thomas Murphy,
Joseph E. Kelly, John G. Butler, Edward C. Gleason,  Joseph McCool, Dr. M.A. Morris, Frank Skeffington and John A. Daily.

former grand marshals

Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Former Grand Marshals

1926 Dr. Michael J. Egan*	
1927 Cletus W. Bergen*
1928 Thomas J. Dooley*
1929 James M. Harte*
1930 J. Joseph Doolan*
1931 J. Joseph Doolan*
1932 Joseph E. Kelly*
1933 Capt. John J. Clancy*
1934 Judge James P. Houlihan*
1935 John J. Bouhan*
1936 Dr. Edward J. Whelan, Sr.*
1937 Fire Chief Thomas J. Fogarty*
1938 Thomas F. Walsh*
         and John W. Gleason*
1939 P. J. McNamara*
1940 Dr. J. Reid Broderick*
1941 Chief John C. McCarthy*
1942-45 No Marshals during WWII
1946 Dr. J. C. O’Neill*
1947 A. J. Ryan, Jr.*
1948 Robert F. Downing*
1949 Patrick J. Buttimer, Sr.*
1950 John J. Fogarty*
1951 William McKay*
1952 Harry J. Middleton, Sr.*
1953 Daniel J. Sheehan, Sr.*
1954 Walter B. Murphy*
1955 T. T. Dunn*
1956 Edward A. Leonard, Sr.*
1957 Charles F. Powers, Sr.*
1958 Michael C. McCarthy*
1959 William E. Register*
1960 Hugh H. Grady*

1961 Eugene G. Butler* 
        and Mickey Dooley*
1962 Nicholas T. Stafford, Sr.*
1963 Joseph M. McDonough*
1964 L. Gordon Whelan, Sr.*
1965 W. D. “Mickey” McAlpin*
1966 Julian C. Halligan*
1967 Msgr. T. James McNamara*
1968 James J. Johnson*
1969 Terence J. Brady*
1970 Christopher H. Laird*
1971 John M. Brennan*
1972 Francis P. Rossiter, Sr.*
1973 Aloysius J. Handiboe, Jr.*
1974 Vestus J. Ryan*
1975 John J. Leonard, Sr.*
1976 Thomas J. Beytagh, Sr.*
1977 Joseph D. Sheehan*
1978 Nicholas S. Kenny, Jr.*
1979 Murtagh A. Spellman*
1980 Leo B. Ryan*
1981 William O. Mangan*
1982 Joseph T. Coleman, Sr.*
1983 William J. Foran Sr.*
1984 John E. Mell*
1985 M. Barrett Welsh*
1986 William L. Fogarty*
1987 Robert McDonald Laird*
1988 Michael J. Counihan*
1989 Charles R. Ray, Sr.*
1990 Robert H. Reardon*
1991 James F. Stafford, Sr.*
1992 James G. Burke, Jr.*

1993 George W. Adams*
1994 M. J. “Jerry” Hogan*
1995 Thomas J. Mahoney, Jr.*
1996 Michael F. Ryan
1997 Msgr. Daniel J. Bourke*
1998 John J. Forbes, Jr.
1999 Harry G. Deal*
2000 Tommy I. Brunson
2001 Robert McGrath*
2002 Edward J. Fahey*
2003 Lawrence “Pete” Conneff*
2004 Rev. Joseph F. Ware*
2005 Daniel J. Sheehan, Jr.*
2006 Anthony T. Ryan
2007 John V. Burke*
2008 Dr. Francis Patrick Rossiter, Jr.
2009 Fr. Patrick O’Brien
2010 Dennis Michael Herb, Sr.*
2011 Walter M. Crawford
2012 Tim Ansley
2013 James A. Ray
2014 Dave Roberts
2015 Hugh E. Coleman
2016 Michael A. Foran
2017 Dennis Michael Counihan
2018 Michael A. Kenny
2019 Gerald Patrick Counihan, Sr.
2020 Michael W. Roush, Sr.
2021 No Marshal During Pandemic
2022 Daniel T. Powers
2023 George F. Schwarz III
2024 John P. Forbes
2025 James G. Burke III * Deceased
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Dear Savannahians and Visiting Friends: 

As Mayor of the Mother City of Georgia, and the Irish capital of the United States, I extend St. Patrick’s 
greetings to our Irish Savannahians, our visiting Irish guests from around the world, and the wonderful 
people  who inhabit the greatest City on earth. 

Savannah hosts the second-largest St. Patrick’s Day in the United States and one of the largest celebrations 
in the world. Our community has waited 202 years preparing for your visit this year and we are blessed that 
you are among us. While enjoying the phenomenal activities available for you this weekend, please take the 
opportunity to also enjoy the authentic Irish observances that lift the rich history and heritage of Ireland, its 
citizens, and its descendants. 

My thanks and congratulations to General Chairman Patrick Beytagh and the amazing St. Patrick’s Day Committee for planning 
and executing what we know will be an amazing experience. We welcome you to Savannah today and for many days in the unforgettable 
future. 

Erin go Bragh! 

Van R. Johnson, II
Mayor

Greetings Fellow Chatham Countians and Visiting Friends: 

On behalf of the Chatham County Board of Commissioners, best wishes are extended to you for a happy 
Saint Patrick’s Day! It is my pleasure to welcome you as we all join to take part in the 202nd Saint Patrick’s 
Day celebration in Chatham County, Georgia. 

Each year we look forward to the celebration of St. Patrick’s Day. It is a very special day for our citizens as 
well as our visiting friends because it is a day for family and fun. It is a day for pageantry and a day to reflect on 
the many contributions made by the Irish members of our community, past and present. 

As we anxiously await the 202nd St. Patrick’s Day Parade, which is the second largest in the country, with 
its eye-catching floats, marching bands, and honored guests, I also look forward to sharing with you the many other festival events planned 
to honor the Patron Saint of Ireland. We hope that you will always consider Chatham County as the appropriate place to be to honor the 
Patron Saint of Ireland and extend best wishes for a day filled with great joy, good health and much merriment.

I wish each and every one of you a happy and safe St. Patrick’s Day and Cead Mile Failte - a hundred thousand welcomes! 

Erin Go Bragh! 
Sincerely, 

Chester A. Ellis, Chairman 
Chatham County Commission

greetings from the mayor of Savannah

chairman of chatham county commission
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Céad míle fáilte! 

It is a great honour for me to represent Ireland as Consul General 
in Atlanta and in the US Southeast and we are proud to support the 
Savannah St. Patrick’s Day Parade and the vibrant Irish community. 
From our office in the US Southeast, we serve Georgia, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Kentucky, a region where 9% of 
the total population claim Irish heritage, and where the bonds with 
Ireland remain as strong as ever.

As we come together to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, we are reminded of the profound connection this holiday holds 
across the United States. Americans have embraced this day as a celebration of Irish heritage and community spirit. 
Savannah’s connections to Ireland are among the strongest in the Southeast and continue to be expressed through 
its cultural and community life, most notably through the city’s iconic St. Patrick’s Day Parade. I am continually im-
pressed by the time, energy and commitment this community puts into making St. Patrick’s Day in Savannah such a 
memorable experience, and I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the parade committee and to the 2026 Parade 
Chairman, Patrick Beytagh for all that they do. 

Ireland’s Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport, Patrick O’Donovan T.D. will lead the Irish delegation 
to Savannah this year and I very much look forward to celebrating with you all at the Parade in March. 

For updates on our work across the Southeast and Ireland-related events, follow @IrelandAtlanta on social media 
and check our website at Ireland.ie/Atlanta.

Le gach dea-ghuí/ With my best wishes, 

Frank Groome 
Consul General
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The Hibernian Society
of Savannah

celebrating our

208th Year
From our Constitution, adopted March 17, 1812:
The Hibernian Society has, for its objects, the social harmony 
of its members; the maintenance of a filial attachment for 
the Mother Country; the aid of distressed Irishmen and 
their descendants; the relief of indigent widows and orphans 
of Irishmen and their descendants; the cultivation of good 
fellowship, and the practice of charity.

Anthony Harty Abbott, President

James Joseph Collins III, Vice-President

Joseph Lee Conners III, Treasurer

Patrick Coleman Rossiter, Secretary

Brendan Thomas Sheehan, Assistant Secretary

Michael Jordan Curran, Jr., Immediate Past President

1812 ~ 2020
1812 ~ 2026

The Hibernian Society 
of Savannah 

celebrating our

214th Year
Charles Harvey Ferrelle III, President 

Shannon Arthur Summerlin, Vice-President

Thomas J. Mahoney III, Treasurer

John Nicholas Harty, Secretary 

Brian Mannion Hussey, Assistant Secretary

Brendan Thomas Sheehan, Immediate Past President

 James Joseph Collins III,  
President, Hibernian Foundation

ALICIA & ANGELA COLEMAN 

HAPPY SAINT PATRICK’S DAY
FROM THE PARADE OFFICE TEAM

 

                       
 

   

Celebrating over thirty years of Irish 
Sisterhood and still growing!! 

CEAD MILE FAILTE – 
A Hundred Thousand Welcomes 

 

www.daughtersofireland.com 

Love, Loyalty, Friendship
Celebrating 40 years of Irish 

Sisterhood and still growing!!!

CÉAD MÍLE FÁILTE —
A Hundred Thousand Welcomes

HAPPY 250TH BIRTHDAY AMERICA!!!
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ABOUT THE COVER

Every St. Patrick’s Day, Savannah 
becomes a city stitched together by 
heritage, pride, and something even 
deeper — fellowship. It’s visible in 
the crowds lining the streets, in the 
families who gather year after year, 
and in the parade members who 
march with purpose. But nowhere 
is that fellowship more beautifully 
expressed than in the Irish sashes, the 
pins that adorn them, and the chal-
lenge coins exchanged among parade 
participants.

These aren’t just symbols of tradi-
tion. They are emblems of connec-
tion — reminders that the Savannah 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade is, at its core, 
a celebration of community.

Sashes: Worn With Honor, 
Rooted in Fellowship

The Irish sash is one of the most recognizable marks of distinc-
tion in the parade. Its colors — green, white, and gold — echo 
the Irish flag, but its meaning is far more personal. A sash signi-
fies service, commitment, and the privilege of representing Sa-
vannah’s Irish community.

Yet beyond the honor, the sash represents fellowship. It con-
nects the wearer to generations of parade leaders, marshals, aides, 
and committee members who have carried the tradition forward. 
Many families pass their sashes down, creating a living lineage 
of participation. When someone puts on a sash, they’re not just 
stepping into a role — they’re stepping into a community that 
welcomes them as part of its story.

Pins: Small Symbols, Shared Stories
The pins that decorate the sashes are more than collectibles. 

Each one marks a moment of shared experience — a year served, 
a committee joined, a Grand Marshal honored, a friendship 
formed. Parade members often trade pins, creating bonds that 
last long after the parade route is cleared.

In a world where everything moves fast, these pins slow us 
down just long enough to remember the people who stood be-
side us. They are tiny reminders that fellowship is built one con-
nection at a time.

Challenge Coins: Fellowship in the 
Palm of Your Hand

Challenge coins have become one of 
the most meaningful traditions within 
the parade community. Rooted in mil-
itary camaraderie, the coins symbolize 
respect, loyalty, and unity — values that 
resonate deeply with Savannah’s Irish 
heritage.

When someone places a challenge coin 
in your hand, it’s not just a gesture. It’s 
a welcome. A thank‑you. A recognition 
that you are part of something bigger than 
yourself. The designs often feature Irish 
symbols, parade insignia, or the year’s 
Grand Marshal, but the true value lies in 
the fellowship they represent.

Why These Traditions Matter
Sashes, pins, and coins may seem like 

simple objects, but they carry the weight 
of decades of shared memories. They remind us that the parade 
is not just an event — it’s a community built on relationships, 
service, and pride.

They honor the ancestors who came to Savannah seeking op-
portunity. They celebrate the families who have kept the parade 
thriving. And they reinforce the idea that fellowship is the heart-
beat of this celebration.

A Parade That Marches Together
As the parade steps off each year, the sashes shimmer, the pins 

glint in the sunlight, and challenge coins quietly change hands. 
These symbols tell a story of unity — of people coming together 
to celebrate heritage, honor tradition, and strengthen the bonds 
that make Savannah’s Irish community so special.

In the end, the parade is not just about marching. It’s about 
marching together. And in every sash worn, every pin traded, 
and every coin exchanged, the spirit of fellowship continues to 
shine.

Thank you,
Mic Sweeney
Vice Chairman
Savannah St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee

Threads of Fellowship: 
The Meaning Behind Savannah’s Irish Sashes, 

Pins, and Challenge Coins

St.   Patrick's         DaySt.   Patrick's         Day

Fellowship
2 02 nd Parade
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na 
Erin

Clan

“Céad Míle Fáilte”
2025/2026 Officers

President - Sean Spellman
Vice President - Oliver Carr
Secretary - Connor Beytagh
Treasurer - Stephen Saures 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

Patrick C. McCarthy
President 

Christopher R. Collins 
Vice President

Brandon T. Sauers
Treasurer 

Joseph C. Shearouse, Jr.
Secretary 

R. Gibson Hill II
Adjutant 

Erin Go Bragh  •  God Bless America

The Shenanigan Society
of Savannah
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2022-2023 
OFFICERS

Joey Butler::  PPrreessiiddeenntt    
Barry Alexander::  VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  

Mike McCarthy::  TTrreeaassuurreerr  
Mike Bergman: Secretaryhhnn    

SSeeccrreettaarryy

1965 Frank R. Cullum*
1966 Willard J. Teston* 
1967 Robert F. Powers* 

1968 John F. M. Ranitz, Jr.* 
1969 Waldo E. Spence* 
1970 John P. White, Jr.*

1971 Thomas J. Beytagh* 
1972 Joseph R. Myatt* 
1973 Thomas R. Fahey 
1974 John J. Mulligan* 
1975 William J. Doyle* 
1976 M. A. Spellman* 

1977 R. McDonald Laird* 
1978 F. Hemann Oliver* 
1979 Dr. Paul Jurgensen* 

1980 Paul Barton*
1981 L. Gordon Whelan* 

1982 Troy A. Bouy*
1983 John K. McGinty* 

1984 Aloysius J. Handiboe* 
1985 Walter J. Richter, Jr.* 

1986 John B. Mock*
1987 Thomas J. Fogarty, Jr.* 
1988 Thomas J. Mahoney, Jr.* 
1989 John Henry Murphy*

11999900  EEddwwaarrdd  JJ..  FFaahheeyy,,  SSrr..** 
11999911  CChhaarrlleess  EE..  BBuuttlleerr,,  JJrr..** 
11999922  DDaavviidd  VV..  ddeeBBoorrddee,,  SSrr.. 

11999933  CChhaarrlleess  MM..  CCoouurrtteennaayy**  
11999944  BB.. PPaattrriicckk  WWiinntteerrss  

11999955  EEddwwaarrdd  JJ..  FFaahheeyy,,    JJrr..  
11999966  AAlleexx  BBaarrbbeeee**

11999977//9988  FFrraannkk  RR..  CCuulllluumm,,  IIIIII  
11999999  MMaarrkk  TT..  BBoouuyy

22000000  AA..  WW..  BBaarrbbeeee,,  JJrr..
22000011  TThhoommaass  JJ..  MMaahhoonneeyy,,  IIIIII  

22000022  JJoohhnn  MM..  CCuulllluumm
22000033  JJ..  JJ..  MMuulllliiggaann,,  JJrr..

22000044  JJoohhnn  BBuuttlleerr
22000055  JJoohhnn  WW..  JJuurrggeennsseenn  

22000066  RRooyy  LLoonnccoonn**
22000077  BBeerrnnaarrdd  TT..  CClleeaarryy**  
22000088  BBuuttcchh  LLoowweenntthhaall**  

22000099  RRoollaanndd  BB..  MMaahhoonneeyy**  
22001100  DDaavviidd  MMccCCaarrtthhyy

22001111  BBrreetttt  BBoouuyy
22001122  WWiilllliiaamm  EE..  ((BBiillll))  BBrraaddlleeyy  
22001133  HHuugghh  EE..  CCoolleemmaann III 

22001144  EEvveerreetttt  OOwweennss  
22001155  DDaann  NNeeSSmmiitthh
22001166  RRiicchhaarrdd  LLuuttzz

22001177  JJiimm  JJooyyccee
22001188  JJoohhnn  LLoowweenntthhaall  

22001199//2200//2211//2222  JJiimm  DDaanniieell
*Deceased
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1965 Frank R. Cullum*

1966 Willard J. Teston* 

1967 Robert F. Powers* 

1968 John F. M. Ranitz, Jr.* 

1969 Waldo E. Spence* 

1970 John P. White, Jr.* 

1971 Thomas J. Beytagh* 

1972 Joseph R. Myatt* 

1973 Thomas R. Fahey 

1974 John J. Mulligan* 

1975 William J. Doyle* 

1976 M. A. Spellman* 

1977 R. McDonald Laird* 

1978 F. Hemann Oliver* 

1979 Dr. Paul Jurgensen* 

1980 Paul Barton*

1981 L. Gordon Whelan* 

1982 Troy A. Bouy*

1983 John K. McGinty* 

1984 Aloysius J. Handiboe* 

1985 Walter J. Richter, Jr.* 

1986 John B. Mock*

1987 Thomas J. Fogarty, Jr.* 

1988 Thomas J. Mahoney, Jr.* 

1989 John Henry Murphy*

1990 Edward J. Fahey, Sr.* 

1991 Charles E. Butler, Jr.* 

1992 David V. deBorde, Sr. 

1993 Charles M. Courtenay* 

1994 B. Patrick Winters 

1995 Edward J. Fahey,  Jr. 

1996 Alex Barbee*

1997/98 Frank R. Cullum, III 

1999 Mark T. Bouy

2000 A. W. Barbee, Jr.

2001 Thomas J. Mahoney, III 

2002 John M. Cullum

2003 J. J. Mulligan, Jr.

2004 John Butler

2005 John W. Jurgensen 

2006 Roy Loncon*

2007 Bernard T. Cleary* 

2008 Butch Lowenthal* 

2009 Roland B. Mahoney* 

2010 David McCarthy

2011 Brett Bouy

2012 William E. (Bill) Bradley 

2013 Hugh E. Coleman III 

2014 Everett Owens 

2015 Dan NeSmith*

2016 Richard Lutz

2017 Jim Joyce

2018 John Lowenthal 

2019/20/21/22 Jim Daniel

2023 Joey Butler

2024 Barry Alexander

2025 Mike McCarthy

* Deceased

2025-2026
OFFICERS

MIKE BERGMANN
President 

 
MIKE O’CONNOR

Vice President 

LAWTON TYSON
Treasurer 

GEORGE MILLER
Secretary

Wishing 

everyone a Happy 

Saint Patrick’s Day 

Celebration!
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The former 
General Chairmen

saint patrick’s day parade committee former general chairmen

1947 Robert F. Downing*
1948 P. J. Buttimer*
1949 John J. Fogarty*
1950 Harry J. Middleton*
1951 Michael C. McCarthy*
1952 Hugh H. Grady*
1953 Vestus J. Ryan*
1954 Julian C. Halligan*
1955 William E. Register*
1956 Frank O. Downing*
1957 Michael S. Robertson, Sr.*
1958 John E. (Mike) Corcoran*
1959 Thomas J. O’Hayer*
1960 William J. Foran*
1961 William D. McAlpin*
1962 Daniel J. Keane*
1963 Daniel J. Keane*
1964 Daniel J. Keane*
1965 J. Emmett Moylan*
1966 Thomas J. Corcoran*
1967 Thomas J. Corcoran*
1968 Thomas J. Mahoney, Jr.* 
1969 Thomas J. Mahoney, Jr.*
1970 William L. Fogarty*
1971 William L. Fogarty*
1972 George W. Adams*
1973 George W. Adams*

1974 Edgar Robertson**
1974 Edwin J. Ramsey*
1975 James J. Zittrauer*
1976 James J. Zittrauer*
1977 Michael F. Ryan
1978 James G. Burke, Jr.*
1979 R. McDonald Laird*
1980 William J. Powers, III*
1981 William J. Powers, III*
1982 John Henry Murphy*
1983 Michael R. Halligan
1984 Dick Coleman*
1985 Dick Coleman*
1986 M. J. “Jerry” Hogan*
1987 M. J. “Jerry” Hogan*
1988 M. J. “Jerry” Hogan*
1989 M. J. “Jerry” Hogan*
1990 Michael E. Beytagh
1991 Michael E. Beytagh
1992 Daniel T. Powers
1993 John J. Forbes, Jr.
1994 John J. Forbes, Jr.
1995 Tommy I. Brunson
1996 Tommy I. Brunson
1997 James A. Ray
1998 James A. Ray
1999 Joseph A. Cetti

2000 Joseph A. Cetti
2001 Ted Robertson
2002 Ted Robertson
2003 Hugh E. Coleman
2004 Vincent D. Powers
2005 Dave Roberts
2006 James G. “Jay” Burke III
2007 James G. “Jay” Burke III
2008 John P. Forbes
2009 John P. Forbes
2010 Copie Burnett
2011 Michael A. Foran
2012 Michael A. Foran
2013 Brendan T. Sheehan
2014 Kevin C. Halligan
2015 Kevin C. Halligan
2016 Michael J. “Jerry” Hogan, Jr.
2017 Brian M. Counihan, Sr.
2018 Brian M. Counihan, Sr.
2019 Lawerence E. “Bubba” Edgerly
2020 Lawerence E. “Bubba” Edgerly
2021 John P. Fogarty
2022 John P. Fogarty
2023 Ashley M Norris
2024 Timothy P. Mahoney
2024 Timothy P. Mahoney

*Deceased  **Died in Office
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OFFICERS

CHRIS STEINMETZ
CHAIRMAN  

JOHN SHEAHAN
VICE CHAIRMAN 

PATRICK McCARTHY
SECRETARY 

ALEX HUNT
TREASURER

HAPPY SAINT PATRICK’S DAY
From the FENIAN SOCIETY OF SAVANNAH

and our 2025 FENIAN MARSHAL...

RODDY J. HATCH III and his FAMILY!

1972-2026

May Love Connect us, Faith direct us,, 
and God Protect us...

IRISH FAMILY BLESSING
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Happy Saint Patrick’s Day!
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

JAMES BURKE
JUNE 5, 1935 — MAY 16, 2022

May the road 
rise up to meet you.

May the wind 
be always at your back.

May the sun shine warm 
upon your face and rains fall 

soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again, 

May God hold you in 
the palm of His hand.

“HONORING WITH PRIDE OUR 2025 PARADE GRAND MARSHALL JAMES G. BURKE III (JAY)
 AS HIS FATHER IS SURELY SMILING DOWN FROM HEAVEN.”
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“In Loving Memory of 

Curtis Carver
for your many years 

of kindness and friendship.” Your Loving Family

In Loving Memory of

Timothy,
Mary Ellen, 

Cyril and Raymond
O’Brien

Timothy, 
Mary Ellen, 

Cyril, Raymond 
and Denis O’Brien

The O’Brien Family
and Patrick O’Brien

,::a SACRAMENT w en en w 
.:I m 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

BLESSED SACRAMENT 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

To all the days here and after, may they be filled with fond memories, happiness and laughter. 

ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE IF YOU believe. 

Located in Historic Ardsley Park 
1003 E. Victory Drive 

Savannah, GA, 31405
912-356-6980 ( Church)
912-356-6987 (School)

Rooted in faith and committed to academic 
excellence, the community of Blessed Sacrament 

Catholic School prepares and empowers children to 
lead, love, and serve God, the Church, and the world. 
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The first recorded Adjutant of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade was Daniel J. Sheehan, Sr.* in 1927. 

The former St. Patick’s Day
 Parade adjutants

saint patrick’s day parade former adjutants

1952 John E. “Mike” Corcoran*	
1953 John E. “Mike” Corcoran*	
1954 Jeff Dickey*
1955 Jeff Dickey*
1956 Jeff Dickey*
1957 Jeff Dickey*
1958 Matt Dooley*	
1959 Matt Dooley*
1960 Matt Dooley*
1961 Matt Dooley*
1962 R. McDonald Laird*
1963 R. McDonald Laird*
1964 R. McDonald Laird*
1965 R. McDonald Laird*
1966 William L. Fogarty*
1967 William L. Fogarty*
1968 William L. Fogarty*
1969 William L. Fogarty*
1970 James G. Burke, Jr.*	
1971 James G. Burke, Jr.*	
1972 James G. Burke, Jr.*	
1973 James G. Burke, Jr.*	
1974 R. McDonald Laird*
1975 James G. Burke, Jr.*	
1976 James G. Burke, Jr.*	

1977 Harry Deal*
1978 Harry Deal*
1979 Harry Deal*
1980 Harry Deal*
1981 M. J. “Jerry” Hogan*
1982 M. J. “Jerry” Hogan*
1983 M. J. “Jerry” Hogan*
1984 William “Bill” Lyle
1985 William “Bill” Lyle
1986 John J. Kelly*
1987 John J. Kelly**
1988 Tim Ansley
1989 Tim Ansley
1990 Tim Ansley
1991 Tim Ansley
1992 Tim Ansley
1993 Al Winters*
1994 Al Winters*
1995 William J. Quinan III*
1996 William J. Quinan III*
1997 Richard Byrd*
1998 Richard Byrd*
1999 James B. Billac, Sr.
2000 James B. Billac, Sr.
2001 James B. Billac, Sr.

2002 F. Bruce Arnsdorff*
2003 F. Bruce Arnsdorff*
2004 Fred H. Elmgren, Jr.
2005 J. Chatham Howard*
2006 J. Chatham Howard*
2007 C. Ron Webber
2008 Michael W. Roush
2009 Michael W. Roush
2010 George F. Schwarz, III
2011 George F. Schwarz, III
2012 Michael A. Kenny, Sr.
2013 Michael A. Kenny, Sr.
2014 Patrick J. Burke
2015 Patrick J. Burke
2016 Mark D. Corrigan
2017 Langdon H. Cooper
2018 Langdon H. Cooper
2019 James G. Burke III
2020 James G. Burke III  
2021 MichaelW. Roush, Jr. 
2022 MichaelW. Roush, Jr. 
2023 John C. Bunker
2024 Michael A. Kenny, Sr.
2025  Randall W. Fleenor

*Deceased  **Died in Office 
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We miss you Papa!
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
Love, the McGrath Clan

God Bless
America!
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25th ANNIVERSARY

ROBERT (ROBBIE) MCGRATH                            

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY 

GRAND MARSHAL, 2001

 Other than serving in the United 
States Marine Corps, being select-
ed as the 2001 Grand Marshal for 
the St Patrick’s Day Parade was the 
proudest day of Robbie’s life.  He 
was born and raised in the Old Fort 
section of Savannah in a two-sto-
ry house on East Broad Street. The 
name McGrath was pronounced 
“McGraw,” originating from lan-
guage traditions of the old country.  
As a child, Robbie attended church 
with his family at the Cathedral of 
Saint John the Baptist.  He attended 
school at Marist Elementary, Cathe-
dral School, and Benedictine Mili-
tary School (“BC”).

 
Robbie was a direct descendent of 

James and Catherine Leonard, both 
born in County Cork, Ireland. He 
and his sister, Mary Ann McGrath 
Felts were raised by their mother 
Anna Leonard McGrath and grand-
parents, Dennis and Mary Ellen 
Leonard, in their house on East Broad Street. Robbie’s 
family history includes two past Grand Marshals, Edward 
Leonard (1956) and John Leonard (1975). He was a long-
time member of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee 
and the Irish Heritage Society. 

 
After graduating from BC in 1947, he proudly joined the 

Marine Corps Reserve in 1948 and served during the Kore-
an conflict. He transferred to the Georgia National Guard 
in 1952 where he continued to serve until 1971. Robbie 
retired at the rank of Major after 24 years of honorable ser-
vice. Living up to the creed, “Once a Marine, always a Ma-
rine,” he continued his support of the Corps as a member 
of the Marine Corps League. As a warden of the Knights 
of Columbus, he was also a Fourth Degree Knight, which 
means he embraced an additional principle of patriotism 

with a focus on Catholic citizenship 
and supporting veterans. He was 
extremely active in his church and 
community as a parishioner at Saint 
Ann’s Catholic Church in Rich-
mond Hill, Georgia.  He served as 
the Parrish Council President, Eu-
charistic Minister, and head usher. 
For his efforts, he was a recipient of 
the Bishop Gartland Recognition of 
Service award by the Diocese of Sa-
vannah.

 
Robbie was married to Alieze 

Miner McGrath for over 60 years. 
They were blessed with 9 children, 
25 grandchildren, and the legacy 
continues with 22 great-grandchil-
dren. They raised all their children 
in the Catholic School system of 
Savannah with all 9 graduating from 
either BC or Saint Vincent’s Acade-
my.  Robbie exemplified the pride of 
Irish families of old Savannah with a 
long-distinguished family history and 

Irish heritage. He is fondly remembered and greatly missed 
by many friends and family. Erin Go Bragh!

“Robbie McGrath walking in the 1966 St Patrick’s Day Parade with his 
children and other family members and leading the family pony. “

=  
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Irish Heritage Society
2025-2026 OFFICERS

President — Brian Counihan
Vice President — Michael Kearney

Secretary —  Mark Corrigan
Treasurer — Keith Morgan

Trustee — Lawerence Edgerly
Trustee — Brian Adams

Erin Go Bragh!

Saints & Shamrocks is Savannah’s 
source for Irish imports and 
religious gifts with a pinch of fun 
southern charm. We also host an 
exclusive selection of children’s 
clothing & gifts. 

Let us share with you the same 
experience of excellent customer 
service which our friends & visitors 
have known for 34 years. 

We are proud of our shop in 
beautiful downtown Savannah, Georgia (located on Savannah’s 
famous St. Patrick’s Day parade route) and would love to share 
the charm of Saints and Shamrocks with you!

 “We can’t wait to celebrate Savannah’s 
Saint Patricks Day parade with you”

www.saintsandshamrocks.com
@saintsandshamrocks Instagram - Saints and Shamrocks Facebook

L

U

C

K

YLUCKY
TO BE PART OF
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HARKLEROAD 
DIAMONDS AND FINE JEWELRY

PROUD CREATOR OF 
THE GRAND MARSHAL RING

A NEW 
SAINT PATRICK’S DAY 

TRADITION!
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Savannah’s annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade is a one of a 
kind celebration. It is a celebration of Irish heritage here 

in Savannah for two centuries.  This event is one of the largest 
and most historic events in the world and draws more than 
half a million spectators each year. It isn’t mere magic that 
makes it all happen, rather a handful of dedicated individuals 
who make it all happen flawlessly.

Months of planning go into the specifics of the parade and 
other events that take place leading up to it by the Parade 
Committee’s Chairman and Executive Committee. Upon 
completion of the specifics, the Adjutant and his staff are 
charged with actually putting the parade on the streets and 
ensuring that it all runs smoothly.

These unsung heroes work tirelessly, giving up watching the 
parade and joining in on the fun, to oversee the more than 
300 entries of bands, floats, Irish families and more. It is the 
Adjutant and his staffs’ job to put these units in motion to 

The  ST. patrick’s day parade Committee 

Adjutant Staff

bringing it to the streets
provide the excitement and entertainment that people have 
come to expect. 

At 10:15 a.m., when the parade is officially underway, the 
Adjutant and staff members have already taken their post 
along the 3 mile route, monitoring the flow of the parade. 
These individuals accomplish this disquieting task by logis-
tically planning the position and start of each band, float or 
Irish group in a colorful and entertaining fashion. From the 
start of the parade at Abercorn and Gwinnett, to it’s end at 
Harris and Bull, winding through the historic streets and sce-
nic squares, the Adjutant and his staff members make certain 
that the given plan moves with quintessential exactitude.

The parade’s excitement is generated by the popular enter-
tainment it features, each entry following the next in a rhyth-
mical flow. The Adjutant and his staff’s dedication to this en-
deavor is what makes the Savannah St. Patrick’s Day Parade an 
exhilarating event for everyone to enjoy.
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Colonial Couriers
of Savannah

2025-2026  OFFICERS

Garrett Valentine - President
Dennis Counihan - Vice President

Ricky Edgerly - Secretary
Matt Brown - Treasurer

Michael Kearney - Trustee

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day! 
The Forbes Family
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Greetings our Savannah 
friends. We at the City of 
Limerick Pipe Band have 
undertaken yet again to 
make the trip to your shores 
to partake in the Worlds 
most amazing St.Patricks 
day parade. This will be 
our 3rd year and should be 
testament to how welcome 
and appreciated you all or 
(y’all) make us feel.

Our 1st trip in 2024 
came about as a very 
happy accident in that the band had come through a phase 
of renewal and reinvention as there was a new positive board 
of governance appointed. It was the 75th anniversary on the 
foundation of our band and it was of course the 200 edition 
of the Savannah St.Patricks parade so on paper it should be 
a great marriage. Be that as it may the financial undertaking 
was a mountain to be negotiated we started late it was around 
August 2023 when we started so between busking, playing 
at events, table quizzes a variety show, raffles and generally 
harassing local businesses and councillors we scraped the travel 
costs. In fairness to our travelling members they really put their 
shoulder to the wheel.

From the Festival committee side we got amazing assis-
tance especially from John Povanda and Mike Lynch they set 
everything out for us and took the pressure of logistics off 
our shoulders. Our friend Marty Hogan (a fellow Limerick 
man) was also very informative and gave us great guidance. We 
hadn’t a clue what we faced and had rented a large house on 
Tybee for the duration of our visit all on spec. I personally had 
booked this house and wasn’t used to the relaxed approach 
the realtors in Tybee took. I never sweated as much as that bus 
journey from the airport to Tybee as I hadn’t heard anything 
from Kathy only had a code for the door, but had to show a 
brave confident face on front of the band.

When we landed at Hilton Head we were greeted by John 
Povanda and straight away we knew we were in good hands.
So the morning after we landed was supposed to be the Tybee 
parade but unfortunately it was cancelled due to a predicted 
storm but we were asked to march anyway, we obliged but 
were concerned about the amount of police patrol cars that 
surrounded us. It turned out Mayor Brian West had asked 
them to escort us on our March.

As part of the ‘24 festival we had the absolute honour of per-
forming at the Celtic Cross ceremony and The William Jasper 
memorial event. To be asked to play at such solemn occasions 

filled us with such pride. To 
see 1st hand the pride and 
respect that’s maintained 
for your Irish heritage and 
culture is something we 
brought home with us. 
We also performed before 
a Savannah Ghost Pirates 
game alongside our friends 
in the Savannah Pipes and 
Drums. Niall Tuite one 
of our piper’s played  the 
Irish national anthem at the 
Pirates St.Patricks day game.

As if things couldn’t get any better Grand Marshal John 
Forbes selected us to lead the 200th parade, that was unbeliev-
able and he will always have a special place in our hearts for 
that. On the morning of the St Patricks day parade myself and 
Ken O’Brien (bass drum/treasurer) addressed the Clan Na 
Erin breakfast which was a major honour and very entertain-
ing. The band were given excellent seats at the Cathedral for 
the pre parade Mass and we were blown away with the proces-
sion of flags and banners. Then the parade itself oh my God 
what a buzz the atmosphere is intoxicating and it was like we 
got carried along on a cloud of joy and enthusiasm. Its beyond 
explanation you just have to witness it for yourself. I have never 
felt as proud to be Irish as I felt on that day so overwhelming. 

We were treated like stars we made fantastic genuine friends 
who I know we will have for the rest of our lives. Tybee was 
very good to us too especially to our youngsters as they had 
great freedom in our down time. Mayor Brian West was very 
hospitable.

We travelled again in ‘25 with a few new faces who were, like 
us blown away with the respect that’s shown to our heritage 
and culture. We were greeted at the airport by none other 
than Mike and Ryan Lynch with George Beckett dressed as 
St.Patrick, it just sets the tone for what you guys are all about 
proud and genuine Irish men and women with arms open 
ready to welcome your kin and cousins from home. We have 
decided to make it three in a row with the ‘26 trip fundraising 
and running but I’m afraid it’s more than likely the last one as 
it’s proving more difficult than before to raise the funds and 
enthusiasm of our supporters. We absolutely love coming to 
you guys and can’t wait until March!
         

Go raibh maith agat 
Brian Tuite ,
Chairman City of Limerick Pipe Band.              

greetings from 
The City of Limerick Pipe Band
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MICHAEL CARBO WALTER DIMMICK * MICHAEL FORAN MICHAEL LAIRD * DAVE ROBERTS

HAPPY SAINT PATRICK’S DAY !

Past Grand Knights from Benedictine’s Class of 1976
CELEBRATING OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY

*Past Grand Marshals of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade

“Happy St Patrick’s Day 
from the 

“O’Russo” Clan!””

I

2025-2026 OFFICERS:
President: Jim Halley 

Vice President: Bob Ciucevich
Finacial Secretary: Pete Connelly

Treasurer: Mike Sweeney

ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS
MONSIGNOR DANIEL J. BOURKE

DIVISION #1 SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

SavannahAOH@gmail.com
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HAPPY ST. PATRICKS DAY!
From Hugh and Angela Coleman and Family

Hugh, Angela, Alicia, Bubba, 
Victoria, Brandon, Kassie and Carson
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Sláinte!

27 Barnard St.  |  912-335-0040  |  Wexfordpub.com

Scan to see the schedule of live performances,
local entertainment and traditional Irish music

"There are no strangers here; only friends 
you haven't met yet."-W.B. Yeats



36  2026 OFFICIAL PARADE MAGAZINE

For the month of March, Savannah turns green. The fountains are 
dyed, bagpipes echo through the streets, and hundreds of thousands 
of visitors flood the city for what is now the second-largest St. Patrick’s 
Day parade in North America. For many, this celebration seems to de-
fine Savannah’s Irish story.

Yet beyond the parade route and landmarks like the Cathedral Basil-
ica of St. John the Baptist or Emmet Park’s Celtic Cross Monument, 
lies a deeper, less visible history—one rooted not in grand squares 
or elite institutions, but in the working-class neighborhoods 
where Irish immigrants lived, labored, worshipped, and 
raised families. As Aloysius J. Handiboe’s 1952 song, 
“It’s St. Patrick’s Day in Savannah,” reminds us, Irish 
immigrants primarily settled in three such districts: 
“From old Frogtown to the Old Fort / And don’t 
forget old Yamacraw, / They have always sung the 
praises / Of Erin Go Bragh!” Throughout much of 
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, these 
neighborhoods formed the heart of Irish Savannah. 

It is this hidden landscape that the Savannah Irish 
Neighborhoods Heritage Trail seeks to recover. De-
veloped by faculty and students at Georgia Southern 
University’s Center for Irish Research and Teaching and 
Honors College, with support from Georgia Humanities and 
community partners, the project brings together digital storytelling 
and archival research to highlight the Irish presence in Savannah’s 
working-class communities. It features often-overlooked narratives of 
immigrant labor, women’s work, parish life, interracial and interethnic 
relations, and enduring ties to Ireland through family and nationalist 
networks. 

FROM IRELAND TO THE HOSTESS CITY
The Irish were among the first Europeans to arrive in Georgia, 

stepping onto Savannah’s sandy soil as early as the 1730s. Some came 
as landowners, others as indentured servants. Early Irish Protestants 
played prominent roles in Savannah’s civic and religious life, establish-
ing institutions such as the Independent Presbyterian Church (1775) 
and the Hibernian Society (1812), which provided aid to new Irish 
arrivals.

The Irish presence that most profoundly shaped Savannah, how-
ever, emerged in the nineteenth century. Beginning in the 1830s and 
accelerating during and after the Great Famine of the 1840s, Catholic 
Irish immigrants arrived in growing numbers, drawn by work on ca-
nals, docks, railroads, and urban infrastructure. They entered a South-
ern city structured by slavery and rigid racial hierarchies, occupying a 
precarious position: poorer than many white residents and viewed as 
expendable labor.

Irish men performed some of the city’s most dangerous jobs, while 

Irish women worked as domestic servants, laundresses, vendors, and 
boardinghouse keepers. Poverty, disease, and discrimination were con-
stant realities, compounded by devastating yellow fever outbreaks in 
Savannah’s crowded neighborhoods. Most immigrants passed through 
northeastern ports before reaching Savannah, but regular direct sail-
ings from County Wexford meant that between 1848 and 1855—at 
the height of Irish immigration—more than 56 percent of arrivals were 

from that county. By 1860, Irish-born residents comprised 23 per-
cent of Chatham County’s free population and nearly two-

thirds of its foreign-born residents.
Over time, Irish Savannahians helped build the 

city’s churches, schools, hospitals, and industries, 
while maintaining strong ties to Ireland. Today, 
their legacy is visible not only in Savannah’s fa-
mous St. Patrick’s Day celebrations, but in the 
city’s physical and cultural landscape.

RECONSTRUCTING LOST PLACES: 
FROGTOWN, YAMACRAW, 

AND OLD FORT
Few physical traces of Irish Savannah—particular-

ly on the west side—remain today. Industrial rebuilding, 
public housing projects, and highway construction reshaped 

the landscape, erasing entire neighborhoods. The Heritage Trail re-
constructs these lost places through census records, city directories, 
Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, tax rolls, court documents, newspa-
pers, and photographs. Together, these sources allow us to visualize 
streets, workplaces, and households, and to better understand how 
Irish immigrants fit into Savannah’s broader urban world.

The trail begins on the west side in Frogtown, a mixed industri-
al-residential district shaped by the Savannah–Ogeechee Canal and 
later by the Central of Georgia Railroad. The railroad brought jobs 
and stability, but also hardship. Workers lived nearby in small houses 
and boardinghouses, often repurposing scrap iron, lumber, glass, and 
coal from the shops for household use.

Frogtown’s population was fluid and diverse. Free and enslaved Afri-
can Americans lived alongside Irish immigrants—especially from Wex-
ford, Mayo, and Cavan—as well as Germans, Jews, and later Chinese im-
migrants. Some residents were single men laboring on docks and rail lines; 
others were families scraping together livelihoods through domestic work, 
laundry, small shops, and boardinghouses. Widows and women without 
male breadwinners appear frequently in the records, underscoring the 
centrality of women’s labor to immigrant survival. By the early twentieth 
century, Frogtown had become a majority Black neighborhood. Much 
of it was demolished during the construction of Interstate 16, reflecting 
broader patterns of migration, segregation, and displacement.

Just north of Frogtown lies Yamacraw, a riverfront neighborhood 

Beyond the Green:
Rediscovering Savannah’s 

Irish Neighborhoods
By Meaghan Dwyer-Ryan, PhD, 

Center for Irish Research and Teaching, Georgia Southern University
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shaped by its marshy environment and industrial economy. Despite 
severe yellow fever outbreaks in 1854 and 1876, Yamacraw remained 
a vital working-class district. In 1860, nearly half of its residents were 
Irish, many from Wexford, Kerry, and Cavan; Germans and African 
Americans also formed substantial portions of the population. Indian 
Street served as the commercial heart of the neighborhood, lined with 
iron foundries, mills, warehouses, and small shops.

Yamacraw reveals both hardship and resilience. Boardinghouses—
often run by Irish immigrant women—were central to neighborhood 
life. These women combined lodging with laundry, sewing, grocery 
sales, or liquor licenses to survive in 
a city with few respectable employ-
ment options for women. One strik-
ing example is Rosanna McGuire, an 
illiterate widow from County Cavan 
who ran a grocery and boardinghouse, 
survived yellow fever and the Great 
Yamacraw Fire of 1883, and accumu-
lated multiple properties. By her death 
in 1898, she was a substantial proper-
ty owner, remembered as a “shrewd 
business woman.” The Doyle family, 
Wexford immigrants on Indian Street, 
tell a similar story. Winnifred Doyle, 
unable to read or write, held a liquor 
license, managed boarders, helped run 
a grocery, and employed a Black domestic servant—illustrating the lay-
ered racial and economic relationships of the neighborhood.

Located near the riverfront along East Bay and East Broad Streets, 
Old Fort drew Irish immigrants employed on the docks, railroads, gas 
works, and iron foundries. Washington, Troup, and Greene Squares 
anchored dense Irish communities where neighborhood identity was 
reinforced through traditions such as bonfire competitions, while Irish 
Green on East Bay Street functioned as a shared communal space. Re-
named Emmet Park in 1902 for Irish nationalist Robert Emmet, it 
continues to serve as a site of remembrance and gathering for Savan-
nah’s Irish community on the Sunday before St. Patrick’s Day.

LABOR, FAITH, POLITICS, AND COMMUNITY
Savannah’s riverfront was among the city’s most dangerous work-

places. Irish immigrants and African Americans labored side by side as 
longshoremen, loading cotton, timber, and naval stores. While conflict 
was common, cooperation also emerged. The Workingmen’s Benevo-
lent Association, founded by Irish immigrants in 1858, included fig-
ures such as Wexford-born stevedore Patrick Rossiter, who also owned 
a saloon on East Broad Street; and former Fenian James J. McMahon, 
who ran a grocery store on East Broad. In 1888, Irish- and Black-
led unions struck together and won equal pay and integrated work 
gangs—an extraordinary achievement in the segregated South, though 
one that collapsed during the violent strike of 1894.

Religion anchored Irish life across these neighborhoods. St. Patrick’s 
Church on West Broad Street, which served Yamacraw and Frogtown, 
and the Cathedral on East Harris Street, which served the Old Fort, 
supported schools, charities, and public rituals. The Savannah Plan, 
which allowed the parish schools to operate as public institutions from 
1870 to 1917, was exceptional in the national context. Irish children 
recited Irish poetry and performed nationalist songs in publicly funded 
schools, blending ethnicity, faith, and citizenship in remarkable ways.

Irish craftsmen and entrepreneurs left lasting physical marks on Sa-

vannah’s landscape. Wexford-born blacksmith Daniel O’Connor on 
West Broad Street, monument makers William and Henry Roche on 
West York Street, and Wicklow-born ironworks owner John Rourke 
on East Bay Street built enterprises that reshaped the city and em-
ployed many of their countrymen. 

Building on these economic foundations, Irish immigrants also 
consolidated civic and political power in post–Civil War Savannah. 
Through municipal employment and business networks, they came to 
dominate the city’s police force and fire department, securing steady 
wages and positions of civic authority. From these institutional foot-

holds emerged Irish professionals and 
political leaders, including O’Connor’s 
son, Patrick Joseph (“P.J.”), a lawyer, 
politician, and leader in Irish nationalist 
organizations such as the Land League 
and the Ancient Order of Hibernians; 
John J. McDonough, a prominent 
businessman and Savannah’s first Irish 
Catholic mayor (1891–1893); and John 
J. Bouhan, a mid-twentieth-century 
political boss—figures who exemplify 
Irish Catholic political success in the 
American South.

The trail also features more well-
known Irish landmarks in Savannah, in-
cluding St. Vincent’s Academy on East 

Liberty Street, established in 1845 by the Sisters of Our Lady of Mer-
cy; the childhood home of Flannery O’Connor in Lafayette Square 
(now a museum); Factor’s Walk along the riverfront, built by Wexford 
stonemason Michael Cash in the 1850s; and Kehoe’s Iron Works on 
Randolph and Broughton Streets, owned by Irish immigrant William 
Kehoe and his sons, which became one of the most successful found-
ries in the American South in the late nineteenth century.

Together, these neighborhood stories illuminate the full spectrum 
of Irish life in Savannah, ranging from canal diggers and dockworkers 
to boardinghouse keepers and domestic servants, and from priests and 
nuns to entrepreneurs, union leaders, and political leaders. They show 
how Irish immigrants navigated race, class, and power while leaving an 
enduring mark on Savannah’s landscape and civic life.

BEYOND THE PARADE: 
PUBLIC HISTORY AS COLLABORATION

Savannah’s Irish history is more than a parade. It is a story of labor 
and loss, faith and family, resilience and adaptation—one embedded in 
neighborhoods now partly erased, yet still visible in archives, memo-
ries, and the city’s cultural landscape.

The Savannah Irish Neighborhoods Heritage Trail offers a way for 
residents and visitors alike to rediscover that hidden history and to 
understand how Irish immigrants helped shape Savannah alongside 
African American, Jewish, German, and 
other neighbors. Future phases of the 
project will explore Tybee Island and 
Catholic Cemetery, while an expanding 
oral-history program seeks to preserve 
community history that archives alone 
cannot capture.

For questions or suggestions for addi-
tional stories to include in the trail, con-
tact SavIrishWalkingTrail@gmail.com.

McKinnon and Wright, Plan of the City of Savannah, 1820, City of Savannah 
Municipal Archives. Annotations by Howard J. Keeley.



38  2026 OFFICIAL PARADE MAGAZINE

KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS

COUNCIL 631
the mother council of georgia

EST. 1902
HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY

TOM MAHONEY 

MAHONEY COLE & COURSEY PC
A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

337 COMMERCIAL DRIVE, SUITE 500 
(912) 233-7272

Wills • Trusts • Probate • Real Estate • Business Law 

MAY THE HAND OF A 
FRIEND ALWAYS BE NEAR                                                        

— Irish Blessing

MAY THE HAND OF A 
FRIEND ALWAYS BE NEAR                                                        

— Irish Blessing
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We Salute the Spirit of Savannah’s Saint Patrick's Day. 
Come Celebrate With Us!
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gaports.com

From Your Friends At Georgia Ports

Happy St. Patrick’s Day from Jerry and Lisa Counihan and Family
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day from Jerry and Lisa Counihan and Family
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Bishop Parks, Bishop Emeritus Boland, Reverand Clergy and Reli-
gious, Chairman Tim Mahoney, Grand Marshal Burke, Members of 
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee, all Irish Societies of Savannah, 
Ladies and Gentlemen:

If we were in Emmet Park today, I would tell you that it was once 
known as the Strand and later as the Irish Green because of its prox-
imity to the Irish residents of Savannah’s Old Fort neighborhood, 
this park was renamed in 1902 for the Irish patriot Robert Emmet 
(1778-1803) to commemorate the centennial of his death.

To celebrate the rich Irish heritage of many of Savannah’s resi-
dents, the Celtic Cross Monument was erected in Emmet Park in 
1983. The inscription on the base of the cross reads: To Americans 
of Irish Descent, Past, Present, Future – Erin Go Bragh.

When the Irish first came to Savannah to escape British oppression 
and the Great Potato Famine, they were often given the unofficial title 
of either “lace curtain” or “old fort.” 

Lace curtain inferred that the family was prosperous, usually Prot-
estant best known as “Scotts-Irish”, and had come to Savannah with 
letters of introduction, money, and a strategy. 

Old fort meant that the family had come to America in despera-
tion and to Savannah with little but the clothes on their backs, the 
desire to work, and hope for a better future. Old fort Irish were gen-
erally poor, uneducated, Catholic, and often needed their children 
to work in support of the family. They depended on the Church 

for far more than just Sunday worship, however, the church had 
limited resources itself.

Although the Irish were often victims of prejudice, poverty, disease, 
and ridicule, they gained popularity for their willingness to work long 
hours and do so for lower-than-average pay, and willing to do any job 
necessary to avoid starvation. For the employers, it was simply a form 
of cheap labor.

Irishmen became the primary source of labor for digging canals such 
as the Savannah-Ogeechee Canal, which opened in 1830, labor in mills, 
laying tracks for the Railroad helping to build Savannah and America 
while also helping to defend her as they filled the ranks of her military.

Their Christian faith, prayer and belief in God continued to pro-
vide the necessary strength in many forms to simply survive. One such 
blessing was Bishop John England of the diocese of Charleston, S.C, 
of which included the state of Georgia.

In 1827 Bishop England, a native of County Cork Ireland, having 
few priests and no religious sisters founded a seminary to aid in curing 
this problem.

Shortly thereafter Bishop England received a request from three 
Irish women, led by Catherine McAuley to guide them as they estab-
lished a religious community called Sisters of Charity of Our Lady of 
Mercy. The community was later renamed Sisters of Our Lady of Mer-
cy and finally Sisters of Mercy.

The Irish Green
An Irish connection - Sisters of Mercy

2025 Celtic Cross Speech
By Gerald P. Counihan, Sr.
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Catherine McAuley was born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1778. In 1824 
she used her inheritance from an Irish couple she had served for twenty 
years to build a large House of Mercy where she and other lay women 
would shelter homeless women, reach out to the sick and dying and 
educate poor girls. The House of Mercy on Baggot Street, Dublin, Ire-
land opened in 1827. 

To give their efforts greater stability, Catherine and her co-workers 
founded a new religious congregation.

On December 12, 1831, she and two others professed their vows as 
the first Sisters of Mercy. Before her death in November 1841, Cath-
erine founded convents and works of mercy throughout Ireland and 
England.

Their mission, deeply rooted in the teachings of the Catholic Church, 
is dedicated to serving people afflicted by poverty, sickness, and lack of 
education, with a particular focus on women and children.

In 1843, Father Jeremiah F. O’Neill, Lixnaw, County Kerry, Ireland 
and pastor of St. John the Baptist Church, in Savannah requested sis-
ters to care for orphans, the poor, the sick and help establish schools. 
He promised to build a convent/school building by 1845 to house the 
sisters and orphans.

Through the efforts of many, the city of Savannah granted two lots 
on Liberty and Abercorn streets, and contributions from the parish 
and other faiths enabled the construction to begin.

On June 13, 1845, Fr. O’Neill and six sisters from Charleston led 
by Mother Vincent Mahoney arrived in Savannah. Within weeks the 
orphans moved to Saint Vincent’s living there until 1875. 

During the turbulent years of Civil War and Reconstruction (in-
cluding the devastating 1876 yellow fever epidemic), the sisters cared 
for students and orphaned girls at their Savannah boarding school, St. 
Vincent’s Academy.  

Among some of the sisters who brought their nursing skills to their 
new communities in the United States were the Sisters of Mercy.

“The Sisters of Mercy fulfilled a very important role with the mil-
itary on both sides during the Civil War because there were very few 
trained nurses in those days. Of the nurses available, nearly 600 were 
Roman Catholic sisters, many of them were new residents of this 
young nation (the United States of America) and served soldiers from 
both sides, many times under the same hospital roof.

During the Civil War, eight-year-old Varina Anne “Winnie” Davis, 
whose father Jefferson Davis was President of the Confederate States 
of America, became a student at St. Vincent’s. His son Jefferson Davis, 
Jr also came to the convent in the evenings to review his lesson.

In 1888, Winnie Davis published her first book, a monograph on 
Irish revolutionary Robert Emmet titled “An Irish Knight of the 19th 
Century.”

In 1875 due to the increase in the number of children in their care, 
the Sisters of Mercy opened a residential facility for girls at White 
Bluff – the first St. Mary’s Home. As the numbers continued grow-
ing, they moved to a larger facility on Habersham Street and in 1938 
with the help of Bishop Gerald P. O’Hara they moved to the Victory 
Drive location. This location closed in 2010 and after going through 
extensive renovations, reopened in 2015 as the Catholic Pastoral 
Center.

The Sisters of Mercy were not only responsible for facilitating the 

opening of schools, but they were also instrumental in numerous im-
provements, additions, and changes as the need arose, always meeting 
the challenge. 

The Sisters of Mercy rapidly expanded their mission to healthcare 
setting up infirmaries to minister to the poor and sick immigrants. In 
1875, five Sisters of Mercy assumed responsibility for the Marine Hos-
pital at East Broad and Gordon Streets, tending to sick mariners and 
the poor. In 1876, the hospital moved to the former Savannah Medical 
College at Habersham and Taylor Streets and the name was changed 
to St. Joseph’s Infirmary. 

When a new addition was completed in 1901, the name was for-
mally changed to St. Joseph’s Hospital. And in 1902 Sister M. Dom-
inica Immick opened the St. Joseph’s School of Nursing, graduating 
the first class of nurses in 1905. At its closing in 1966, 741 nurses had 
graduated from the school.

Sister Mary Brian Anderson RSM, the last Sister of Mercy to serve 
as the president and administrator of Saint Joseph’s, was the driving 
force behind the hospital’s expansion and its move to its current loca-
tion on Mercy Blvd in 1970. 

Since its founding in 1880 by Sister M. Cecelia Carroll a native of 
Ireland, the hospital has been led by 16 Sisters of Mercy who have 
served as the CEO/Administrator.

In their efforts to make a Catholic Education more accessible, the 
Sisters of Mercy established the following schools in Savannah:

St. Vincent Academy, Cathedral School, (the first co-ed grammar 
school that replaced Marist School for boys and St. Vincent’s Gram-
mar School for girls), Blessed Sacrament School and Nativity of Our 
Lord School.

Today, the Sisters of Mercy continue their work across the Ameri-
cas, the Caribbean, Guam, and the Philippines, committed to serving 
those in need. They embody the spirit of Catherine McAuley, whose 
legacy lives on in their selfless service.

The Sisters of Mercy have made numerous sacrifices and contribu-
tions and have been an integral part of many Savannahs lives in the 
past, present and will continue in the future.

On March 17, Irish families will join in faith, family, friendship, 
pride and love to honor the patron Saint of Ireland, St. Patrick and 
our ancestors who bravely sought a better life in the United States of 
America while fleeing British oppression. 

Let us not forget the Sisters of Mercy for those contributions to the 
Irish of Savannah --- for they are too great to be forgotten.

Before closing, I would also like to posthumously express my sincere 
gratitude in recognition for two Sisters of Mercy, that my family and I 
interacted with over the years. 

Sister Mary Finbarr Kane, R.S.M from Dublin County, Dub-
lin Ireland. Sister Finbarr was my first teacher/principal at Nativity of 
Our Lord School in the early 1950’s.

Sister Mary Jude Walsh, RSM, who was my second teacher/prin-
cipal also at Nativity.

I thank them, and all Sisters of Mercy, for their years of unwavering 
support, dedication and sacrifices for the students, families, dioceses 
and the city of Savannah.

God Bless America – God Bless Ireland - Erin Go Bragh
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SAVANNAH
RIVER PILOTS

Serving the Port of Savannah
since 1864
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II..LL..AA..
INTERNATIONAL 

LONGSHOREMEN’S ASSOCIATION

President.............................................................................. Joshua E. Thomas
Vice President....................................................................... A. Joseph Powers
Vice President, Deck & Dock........................................................ Louis Sharp
Business Agent.............................................................................. Pat Howard
Treasurer.....................................................................................Teri Williams
Recording Secretary........................................................................Beth Tilton

Local 1475 Clerks, Checkers & Stevedores

Sláinte!
—2026—

NAVY     MARINE CORPS    
  COAST GUARD 

  U.S. FLAGGED MERCHANT MARINE

www.SavannahNavyLeague.us

Proudly Supporting 
the U.S. Sea Services

The Savannah Navy League 
Provides Support for Active Duty 

Military and Their Families.
Come and Join Us!

Contact Aaron Sanders    amsanderssr@gmail.com

Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
From the Boltons
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66 Columbia Drive, Pooler, Ga 
912-205-6422

WindoWWorldCoastalGa-sC.Com
This Window World® Franchise is independently owned and operated by Window World of Savannah II 
d/b/a Window World of Savannah under license from Window World, Inc. 

Celebrating Faith, Family & Friendship
                                        

“locally owned, Nationally Known”

Savannah & The low Country’s home for Windows, Doors, 
Siding & Shutters for 25+ years!!
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318 DRAYTON STREET
OPEN TIL 3:00AM • CLOSED SUNDAY

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day!

INTERESTED IN TRADE

WITH IRELAND?

Learn more at www.wtcsavannah.org/tradebridge
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Happy 202nd  
Saint Patrick’s Day 
from the HOGA   ’s
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Bynuh’s Field at Historic Bethesda Academy

48th ANNUAL

M
ay

 2
, 2

02
6 Bynuh’s Field at Historic Bethesda Academy

Tickets and Information
SavannahScottishGames.com

PHOTO BY HOWARD HACKNEY

TITLE 
SPONSOR

CCI-SAV.com      
912-200-3041     

1480 Chatham Parkway 
Suite 100  

Savannah, GA 31405

WHAT WE DO
Surveying
Civil Engineering
Planning and  
Landscape Architecture
Construction Services

CELEBRATING SAVANNAH’S ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE

ST. PATRICK  
WAS AN  

ENGINEER.

It is often when we are not 
searching that we find the most 

valuable treasures.

We miss you Msgr. Jim,
The Counihans 

— Slainte —
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Hours of Operation:
Dinner 5:00-9:00

Saturday and Sunday
Brunch 11:00-2:00
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TRY OUR HOMEMADE ICE CREAM & GELATO

CHOCOLATES • FUDGE • HOMEMADE ICE CREAM • CARAMEL APPLES • WORLD FAMOUS PRALINES®

SAVANNAH’S ORIGINAL CANDY STORE SINCE 1973

Stop in for a
FREE sample of our

®

13 E. RIVER STREET  |  HABERSHAM VILLAGE  |  32 E. BROUGHTON ST.
VISIT OUR FRANCHISE LOCATION AT TANGER OUTLETS IN POOLER, GA
800-793-3876  •  RIVERSTREETSWEETS.COM
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In honor of St. Patrick, who was the 
first to share the Good News of Jesus
in Ireland, we offer you this blessing:

Happy St. Patrick’s Day from 

“May the road rise up to meet
you. May the wind be always at

your back. May the sun shine
warm upon your face, the rains
fall soft upon your fields, and

until we meet again, may God hold
you in the palm of His hand.”
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The passing of Reverend Monsignor Patrick James “Jim” Costigan in 
September 2024 marked the end of my earthly relationship with my 
most influential and closest parish priest I 
have had in my 50 years of life. It was also 
a loss for the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Savannah and for the Irish and Ameri-
can communities he so faithfully served. 
Over the course of more than 56 years of 
priestly ministry, Msgr. Costigan became 
a beloved figure known for his warmth, 
his stewardship, his devotion to the peo-
ple of God, and his enduring connection 
to both his Irish homeland and his adopt-
ed home in Georgia. This tribute seeks to 
honor his memory by weaving together 
the threads of his early life in County Tip-
perary, his seminary formation in Ireland, 
his decades of missionary service in the 
American South, his leadership within the 
Church, and his final years of service and 
rest in Ireland. It’s hard for me to capture 
the spirit, character, and impact of a priest whose life was, in his own 
words, one of “presence” to others.

EARLY LIFE 
IN COUNTY TIPPERARY

Monsignor Costigan’s story begins 
in the lush, rural heart of Ireland. 
Born on April 9, 1942, in Clon-
akenny, Roscrea, County Tipper-
ary, then baptized just days later in 
Shinrone. His early years were shaped 
by the rhythms of Irish farm life and 

the deep faith of his family. He would 
tell us stories of how the doctors said 
he may not live because he was too 

small in stature and would have 
health problems. Believe it or 

not, he was prescribed a bot-
tle of Guiness each day to 

help him gain size and 
strength. 

The Costigan fami-
ly was close-knit and 
deeply rooted in their 
local parish. He was 
one of several siblings, 
and their life revolved 
around the land, the 

parish, and the traditions of rural Ireland. In his own reflections, Msgr. 
Costigan recalled how stewardship and service were lived out in prac-

tical, humble ways: “Each year at harvest 
time, my dad would bring his sack of po-
tatoes to the parish priest as part of his gift 
to the upkeep of the pastor. He would do 
likewise with the newly harvested turf… 
On occasion, he was known to steal one 
of mother’s hens or turkeys… and bring 
it to the priest’s house. When grass and 
shrubs were to be trimmed, or cleaning 
was needed in the parish hall, the parish 
priest would ask the men of the parish to 
come and do this for the church. Dad and 
my brothers were always part of that effort. 
When dinners or events were planned for 
the hall, mother was always involved in 
that. That was how ‘time’ and ‘talent’ was 
practiced then”. This formative environ-
ment instilled a sense of duty, generosity, 
and faith that would become the hallmarks 

of his priestly life. 
His path to the priesthood began in the classrooms of Cronan’s Na-

tional School, St. Flannan’s College, Mt. Melleray Seminary, and finally 
Carlow College, St. Patrick’s. Carlow College, founded in 1782, has 
educated thousands of priests who have served across the world, includ-
ing the United States. On June 8, 1968, Jim Costigan was ordained a 
priest for the Diocese of Savannah at the Cathedral of the Assumption 
in Carlow by the Most Reverend Patrick Lennon, Bishop of Kildare and 
Leighlin. This moment marked the beginning of a missionary journey 
that would take him far from the fields of Tipperary to the American 
South, but never far from the values and faith that shaped his youth.

THE CALL TO MISSION: ORDINATION AND EARLY 
ASSIGNMENTS IN THE DIOCESE OF SAVANNAH

Shortly after his ordination, Fr. Costigan answered the call to serve in 
the United States, joining the ranks of many Irish priests who brought 
their faith and energy to the growing Catholic communities of the 
American South. He arrived in Savannah just months after his ordi-
nation, with a brief initial period of service in New Orleans, before 
settling into his first formal assignment. His first post in the Diocese 
of Savannah was as Assistant Rector of the Cathedral of St. John the 
Baptist, beginning in January 1969. From 1969 to 1972 he was an as-
sistant pastor in Augusta, GA and from 1972 to 2016, he was a pastor 
at different parishes in Savannah and Augusta before stepping down 
into a semi-retirement role at St. Peter the Apostle Church on Wilm-
ington Island. He continued to serve the community in whatever ways 
he could, even driving the tractor to mow the grass and tend to the 
shrubs. You could take the responsibilities away, but the farmer from 

A Shift in Pastoral Needs:
Full Circle Missionary 

Story of Msgr. P. James Costigan
Story By: John P. Fogarty
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Ireland never left. In 2018, he finally decided to officially retire so 
he could spend more time traveling to Ireland to spend time with 
his siblings and family.

Each assignment brought new chal-
lenges and opportunities, and in each, 
he was known for his “presence,” a 
word he often used to describe the es-
sence of priesthood. As he reflected on 
his vocation during his Golden Jubilee 
in 2018: “Priesthood to me is presence. 
When I was ordained and called to be 
a priest, I responded to my name on 
that ordination day as PRESENT and 
my life has been one of responding 
and presence to all people at all the 
important moments of their lives when sickness, the death of a 
loved one, baptisms, marriages or moments of crisis occur. This is 
when the priest is present and repre-
senting Christ to people in a unique 
and special way, and that continues 
in my life”.

He was known for his ability to 
foster community, encourage lay 
involvement, and promote steward-
ship as a way of life. His leadership 
style was collaborative and inclusive, 
drawing on the talents of parishio-
ners and staff. While at St. Mary on 
the Hill in Augusta, where he served 
as Pastor for twenty years, he became 
a beloved figure, guiding the parish through significant expansions 
in ministry, education, and outreach. He was instrumental in pro-
moting perpetual adoration, expand-
ing youth and senior programs, and 
fostering a culture of generosity. In 
the later years, while at St. Peter the 
Apostle Parish from 2008 to 2018, 
parishioners remember him for his 
hospitality, his Irish humor, and his 
ability to make everyone feel wel-
come. He was especially known for 
his legendary Irish coffees, served at 
parish gatherings, a tradition that 
became a symbol of his warmth and 
generosity. (Not to mention his hilarious Irish toasts and funny 
stories.)

He was renowned for his hospitality. Parishioners and friends 
eagerly anticipated his open houses, where the coffee flowed, the 
jokes flew, and the bonds of community were strengthened. Julie 
Lane, a parishioner at St. Peter’s, joked, “Everybody always says, 
‘what does a priest want for Christmas?’ It’s either cash or James-
on.” Msgr. Costigan even earned a certificate in Ireland for his 
Irish coffee, a testament to his pride in his heritage and his gift for 
bringing people together.

In 2008, he was invested as a Chaplain to His Holiness, Pope 
Benedict XVI, and installed as a Monsignor by Bishop J. Kevin 

Boland. This honor reflected not only his years of faithful service 
but also his reputation for integrity, wisdom, and pastoral care.

Being in Augusta most of his young 
priesthood, Msgr. Costigan was not 
as active as he would have liked to 
be with the Savannah St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade Committee, but when 
he was in town, he tried to attend as 
many events as he could. Be assured 
though, wherever he was on St. Pat-
rick’s Day, he was wearing a real pur-
ple shamrock, and he would tell the 
story of how his father would wear the 
same thing when he was young. He 
reminded us that purple represented 

the season of lent, something we tend to forget about during the 
“Irish” season. I remember when he said a private mass for Grand 

Marshal Michael Roush, Sr. in 2020 
when we could not have the parade be-
cause of the COVID crisis that had just 
started. During his homily to about 20 
of us, he presented Mr. Roush with the 
shamrock he was wearing. 

Msgr. Costigan was a member of the 
Parade Committee, he served as chap-
lain to several Grand Marshals, he was 
an advisor, and beloved friend to many 
in the Irish Community. He was often 
called upon to offer prayers, blessings, 
and reflections at key events, including 

the homilist at the 2023 St. Patrick’s Day Mass at the Cathedral 
Basilica of St. John the Baptist. He reminded the congregation of 

St. Patrick’s discipleship and the endur-
ing mission to “spread the sacred power 
far and beyond.” As he said, “Remem-
ber him best in his pilgrimage of faith. 
That faith we celebrate today... The mis-
sion was to spread the sacred power far 
and beyond”.

His presence at St. Patrick’s Day 
events was not merely ceremonial; it 
was deeply personal. He understood the 
importance of faith, family, and tradi-
tion in the life of the Irish diaspora, and 

he worked tirelessly to ensure that the spiritual heart of the cele-
bration remained central. As the Committee stated when he died, 
“He was a faithful servant to the Diocese of Savannah [and] a dear 
friend to many in our community”.

Savannah Mayor Van Johnson, reflecting on his passing, stated: 
“When you’re a Catholic priest in particular, you are giving your 
life to service... and so he was a stellar individual, and may his 
memory be a blessing, to all of us”.

RETIREMENT AND RETURN TO IRELAND: 
CONTINUING THE MISSION

After retiring from active ministry in Savannah in 2018, Msgr. 
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Costigan returned to Ireland, settling in Templemore, County Tip-
perary. Far from withdrawing from service, he continued to assist 
with priestly duties in the parishes of 
Templemore, Clonmore, and Killea, 
responding to the ongoing short-
age of priests in rural Ireland. His 
return was welcomed by the local 
community and clergy. Archbish-
op Kieran O’Reilly of Cashel and 
Emly invited him to minister in the 
diocese, where he became a valued 
team member, cherished for his ex-
perience, wisdom, and good humor. 
The Nenagh Guardian noted, “He 
was a good team player, cherished 
and respected by his fellow priests 
in Templemore, who will miss his 
company, his friendship and his 
availability to assist in so many posi-
tive ways. We thank God for the gift 
of his priesthood to the church in 
Savannah, and in Cashel and Emly. 
His ministry touched the lives of so many and leaves beautiful, 
treasured memories to God’s people at home and in Savannah”.

Msgr. Costigan’s annual visits to Ireland had always been a high-
light for his family and friends. He rel-
ished the opportunity to reconnect with 
his roots, help with farming, and enjoy 
the camaraderie of local gatherings. As 
he once remarked, “There is no Guin-
ness like a home brewed Guinness!” 
He also organized trips for Savannah 
parishioners to experience the “genuine 
Irish experience,” fostering transatlantic 
bonds of faith and friendship. Even in 
semi-retirement, he remained commit-
ted to his vocation: “I don’t ever see a 
time in my life even in semi-retirement 
that I will cease to be present to people 
and bring them the presence and consolation of the priesthood of 
Christ as somehow present. I enjoy doing that and want to contin-
ue as long as I am able to do it”.

When Msgr. Costigan would return to us in Savannah after 
serving and visiting in Ireland, he would tell of the need for priests 

there. He called it his “full circle” 
missionary calling. He left Ireland 
as a young missionary priest to serve 
the needs of South Georgia and re-
turned to Ireland as an old mission-
ary priest to serve the needs of his 
homeland. They even called him an 
“American” priest when he returned 
to his homeland.		

Today, the missionary priests that 
come to Savannah are from places 
like Africa, India, and Vietnam. It 
will most likely be a long time be-
fore we begin to see Ireland send 
out missionary priests. Savannah 
was blessed to have so many come 
here and so many that are still with 
us today. Msgr. Costigan would al-
ways ask us to pray for Ireland and 
the Church there and that is what 

we should continue to do. 
The final chapter of Msgr. Costigan’s life was marked by an out-

pouring of love and gratitude from both sides of the Atlantic. He 
died unexpectedly at his residence in 
Templemore, Ireland, on September 1, 
2024, at the age of 82.

He is remembered as a priest who was 
always “present,” at the altar, at the bed-
side, at the parish hall, and at the heart 
of every celebration. His Irish humor, 
his hospitality, and his unwavering com-
mitment to service made him a beloved 
figure on two continents.

Monsignor Costigan’s life was a 
bridge—between Ireland and Ameri-
ca, between tradition and renewal, be-
tween the sacred and the everyday. His 

presence will be missed, but his example will continue to inspire 
generations of priests, parishioners, and all who seek to live lives of 
faith, service, and love.

Comparison of Priests assigned to the Diocese of 
Savannah vs. Costigan’s Diocese in Ireland 

(Key Insight: Savannah’s priest numbers have remained 
relatively stable, but Ireland’s have collapsed in recent 
decades — explaining why Msgr. Costigan found his 
home diocese in need when he retired.)

Period......................Diocese of Savannah....................................Diocese of Cork & Ross (IRE)

Late 1800’s.............Under 10 Priests, many Irish....... Large numbers, exporting many globally

The 1900’s..............40-60 Priests............................Peak numbers, still sending many abroad

Early 2000’s............Around 90 Priests..............................................Low 100’s, declining fast

Today.......................Around 100  Priests............................ Around 60 Priests, (>50% decline)

References: diosav.org; southerncrosssav.org; tipperarylive.ie; nenaghguardian.ie; savannahnow.com; ejgrey.com; rip.ie. catholicsteward.com
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CHATHAM EMERGENCY SERVICES
1399 DEAN FOREST ROAD • SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31405

OFFICE: 912-354-1011

EMERGENCY: 912-355-6688
WWW.CHATHAMES.ORG

Happy 
St. Patrick’s Day!

Happy 
St. Patrick’s Day!

“Thanking our 250 career professionals and our 
volunteer Board Members for their service to Chatham County”
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Americans of Irish Decent
Celebrating 

The Feast of St. Patrick
God Bless 

the United States of America
God Bless Ireland

and God Bless 
the ones we have lost
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Visit MemorialHealth.com to learn more 
about the most comprehensive health  
system in your area.

Memorial
Health

Caring for 
our community 
Memorial Health has provided high-quality 
healthcare services since 1955, giving you  
access to highly-trained physicians and advanced  
technology. Today, our 711-bed teaching hospital 
is one of the region's leading acute care facilities, 
serving 35 counties in southeast Georgia and 
southern South Carolina.

Proud Sponsor of the 
Savannah St. Patrick’s 

Day Parade

Experience Live Oak Public Library today!

Inspiring the 
community to 
Grow, Create, 
Discover and 
Explore.

liveoakpl.org
@liveoakpl
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A FUTURE BRIGHT AS GOLD
We celebrate the 

spirit and traditions 
that make Savannah 

legendary.

GeorgiaSouthern.edu

Georgia Southern’s recent growth across 
southeast Georgia is fueled by drive and innovation 
— growing alongside our coastal community, 
providing the expert faculty and innovative 
programs you need to unlock new opportunities.

We’re proud to be part of Savannah’s success 
story, helping our community reach new heights 
through collaboration and excellence…and a 
splash of green! 

Soar Beyond.

STATESBORO | SAVANNAH | SWAINSBORO | HINESVILLE | ONLINE

$1.145B ANNUAL  
ECONOMIC IMPACT

4 CAMPUSES

31,000+ 
STUDENTS
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ST PATICK’S DAY 
WISH EVERYONE HAPPY 
 KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS  

THE GEORGIA STATE COUNCIL  

Reverend Juan Areiza 
State Chaplain 

Reverend Christopher Hassel 
Associate State Chaplain 

Reverend Sunny Punnakuziyil 
Associate State Chaplain 

Kevin York 
State Deputy 

TJ Mc Caustland 
Immediate Past State Deputy 

Paul Zock 
State Secretary 

Michael Basak 
State Treasurer 

Ladd Rosipal 
State Advocate 

Christopher Bell 
State Warden 

Tim Bair 
Executive Secretary 

—Vivat Jesus 
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912.653.2800 
expresspkg.com Family owned since 1979 

“Thanks for the memories, Bob!” 
Celebrating the 33nd Anniversary of 

1990 Grand Marshal 

ROBERT H. REARDON 

912.653.2800 
expresspkg.com Family owned since 1979 

“Thanks for the memories, Bob!” 
Celebrating the 33nd Anniversary of 

1990 Grand Marshal 

ROBERT H. REARDON 

“Thanks for the memories, Bob!”
Celebrating the 35th Anniversary of

1990 Grand Marshal

ROBERT H. REARDON

912.653.2800
expresspkg.com Family owned since 1979
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LICENSED GENERAL CONTRACTOR/FULL SERVICE RENOVATION COMPANY 
912-481-8353

AMERICANCRAFTSMANRENOVATIONS.COM

a
m
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n
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r
a
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s
m
a
n

Building Relationships

CONTACT US FOR ALL OF YOUR HOME REPAIRS AND UPDATES.
ITS THE ONLY PHONE CALL YOU’LL EVER HAVE TO MAKE!
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Top of the Mornin’

Proud supporters and participants in
Savannah’s St. Patrick’s Day festivities.

YOUR BRIDGE
TO FINANCIAL SUCCESS

SadowskiCo.com
(912) 232-2211 | Info@SadowskiCo.com

244 Bull St
Savannah, GA 31401

912-236-4053
shopredclover.com
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Roush Ventures, LLC
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Celebrating the 250th 
Anniversary of the birth of our Nation 



70  2026 OFFICIAL PARADE MAGAZINE

Lt Gen John N McLaughlin Post 1943 
Meets every 4th Wednesday at American Legion Post 36/500 

5509 Montgomery Street, Savannah, GA 

                      RRoobbbbiiee  MMccGGrraatthh  ——  CCoommmmaannddeerr  
FFrr..  FFrraannkk  ZZiieemmkkiieewwiicczz    ——  CChhaappllaaiinn  

  Memorial Day Crosses —  Catholic Cemetery 

 Food donations —  Veteran’s Food Pantry 

  Ronald McDonald House —  Memorial Hospital 

 Children’s Christmas  —  Hunter AAF Chapel 

 Cross Restoration  —  Catholic Cemetary 
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Changing lives through the power of work 
goodwillsega.org 

Let’s turn good fortune into opportunity. Your 
support creates jobs, strengthens communities, 
and builds brighter futures.

Turning Luck into Lasting Impact!

Together, we keep the momentum going for good.
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Before dawn on March 17, the rituals of the Savannah Irish begin. Fam-
ilies “rush” the same squares their parents and grandparents once claimed 
along the parade route. Friends who haven’t seen each other all year hug be-
neath the live oaks. By eight o’clock, they gather at the Cathedral Basilica of 
St. John the Baptist for Mass, led by the Grand 
Marshal and his family. When the parade steps 
off at exactly 10:15, it doesn’t feel like a spec-
tacle so much as a reunion in motion. For the 
Savannah Irish, St. Patrick’s Day isn’t just a 
holiday—it’s the day everyone comes home.

Irish identity has long been shaped by a 
sense of place. For immigrants, that attach-
ment was first rooted in the remembered 
landscapes of Ireland. Over generations in the 
United States, however, Irishness took on new 
geographies, settling in the cities and neigh-
borhoods where families built their lives. The 
result was not a single Irish-American identity, but many—Boston Irish, 
Chicago Irish, Savannah Irish.

Savannah offers a striking Southern example of this process. Here, Irish 
identity was shaped less by continued immigration than by family longevi-
ty, Catholic faith, and regional pride, and nowhere is it more visible than on 
St. Patrick’s Day. In Savannah, Irishness was made locally—carried through 
neighborhoods and parishes and renewed each year in 
the shared ritual of coming home for the parade. Be-
longing settled in place itself: the squares where fami-
lies gather, the churches where children were baptized 
and educated, and the parade route that turns the city 
into a collective family album each March.

That sense of return did not happen by accident. 
Savannah’s St. Patrick’s Day did not begin as a massive 
parade or tourist draw, but as a carefully built tradi-
tion, shaped over generations by Irish families who 
used ritual, faith, and public procession to claim a 
place in the city. To understand why the day feels like 
a family reunion now, it helps to look back at how the 
Savannah Irish first stepped into the streets each March and made the city 
their own.

ORIGINS OF AN IRISH CIVIC RITUAL
The Hibernian Society of Savannah, founded in 1812 by forty-four Irish 

Protestant immigrants to aid newly arrived countrymen, held the city’s first 
private St. Patrick’s Day observance in 1813. A decade later, in 1824, the 
society organized Savannah’s first documented public procession. Members 
marched from the City Hotel on West Bay Street to St. John the Baptist 
Church, where Bishop John England of Charleston addressed a mixed gath-
ering of Irish Catholics and Protestants—an unusually ecumenical moment 
for the era—before returning to the City Hotel for a banquet with toasts 

to both Ireland and America. Early celebrations emphasized meetings, din-
ners, and charitable work, reflecting eighteenth-century fraternal traditions 
rather than mass spectacle. Even so, from the outset Savannah’s St. Patrick’s 
Day linked ethnic pride with civic respectability.

Throughout the 1830s and 1840s, the cele-
bration became an annual fixture of Savannah’s 
civic calendar. The essential elements were es-
tablished early: an orderly march through city 
streets, attendance at Mass, and formal ban-
quets marked by Irish and patriotic toasts. Irish 
benevolent societies marched in disciplined 
formation, often accompanied by music and 
military escorts. The participation of the Irish 
Jasper Greens, founded in 1842, proved espe-
cially significant. As a uniformed militia unit, 
the Jasper Greens lent martial prestige and pa-
triotic symbolism to the procession, aligning 

Irish identity with order, loyalty, and public virtue. Newspaper coverage of 
the parade and its speeches signaled that the celebration had gained accep-
tance beyond the Irish community.

An Gorta Mór (the Great Hunger) reshaped the meaning of St. Patrick’s 
Day without ending the tradition. In 1847, Savannah’s Irish organizations 
canceled festive elements of the celebration and redirected funds toward 

famine relief, underscoring the moral seriousness of 
the occasion. In the years that followed, rival Irish 
groups sometimes staged separate processions, reflect-
ing political divisions shaped by Irish nationalism and 
transatlantic events. Even amid these tensions, St. Pat-
rick’s Day remained a visible public expression of Irish 
presence, linking Savannah symbolically to Ireland 
while reinforcing local solidarity.

By the 1850s, St. Patrick’s Day had grown into a 
citywide observance. Multiple societies, militia units, 
and civic leaders participated, and the parade route 
expanded through downtown streets lined with spec-
tators. Unlike in some Northern cities, where Irish pa-

rades could be confrontational or overtly partisan, Savannah’s emphasized 
decorum, charity, and religious devotion. The parade functioned as a claim 
to belonging, presenting Irish Catholics as respectable contributors to civic 
life in a predominantly Protestant South.

The Civil War disrupted but did not erase the tradition. Parades were 
curtailed in 1862 and 1864, yet the celebration quickly revived during Re-
construction. By the 1870s, St. Patrick’s Day processions featured appoint-
ed grand marshals, detailed orders of march, and thousands of participants, 
signaling the maturity of the event as a mass civic ritual. In 1875, floats 
were introduced, including wagons carrying young women representing the 
counties of Ireland, the Maid of Erin, and the Goddess of Liberty—visual 
symbols that fused Irish heritage with American ideals.

A Homecoming in Green:
St. Patrick’s Day in Savannah

By Dr. Meaghan Dwyer-Ryan, Center for Irish Research and Teaching, 
Georgia Southern University
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FROM ETHNIC FEAST TO CIVIC TRADITION
By the late nineteenth century, Savannah’s St. Patrick’s Day parade had 

become one of the city’s signature events. Immigration from Ireland had 
slowed, but Irish identity remained deeply rooted through parish life, fra-
ternal organizations, and neighborhood memory. Participation expanded 
beyond Irish societies alone. In 1903, cadets from Benedictine Military 
School joined the parade, beginning a tradition that continues today. By 
1905, dignitaries rode in carriages, signaling the pa-
rade’s elevated civic standing.

The early twentieth century further cemented the 
parade’s prominence. In 1912, President William 
Howard Taft, unable to attend the parade itself, trav-
eled to Savannah for the Hibernian banquet, which 
was rescheduled to accommodate him. World events 
again shaped the celebration. During World War I, 
the parade was suspended in 1918, though Hiberni-
ans still marched to Mass, and in 1921 the parade was 
canceled in respect for the Irish War of Independence. 
These moments of restraint reinforced the parade’s 
moral and political seriousness. In 1926, the formation of the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade Committee formalized the stewardship of the event, ensuring 
continuity and careful organization. 

By the mid-twentieth century, Savannah’s St. Patrick’s Day parade had 
become firmly established as one of the city’s most important civic rit-
uals. In 1956, Savannah marked what it called the “100th St. Patrick’s 
Day parade,” a symbolic milestone that emphasized continuity and tra-
dition rather than strict numerical accuracy. New civic gestures followed. 
In 1961, the city experimented—unsuccessfully—with dyeing the Sa-
vannah River green, and in 1962 former 
President Harry S. Truman attended the 
parade, underscoring its national visibility. 
These moments signaled that St. Patrick’s 
Day had moved beyond ethnic celebration 
to become a defining feature of Savannah’s 
public identity.

BETWEEN HERITAGE 
AND HOSPITALITY:  

THE “GREEN SEASON”
As the parade’s reputation grew, so did 

its scale. By the late twentieth century, Sa-
vannah’s celebration drew massive crowds, 
transforming downtown and River Street 
into spaces of both festivity and tension. 
In the 1980s and 1990s, increased tourism and a party-oriented atmo-
sphere—especially along River Street—raised concerns within the Irish 
community and among city officials, who responded with practical re-
forms to balance heritage and hospitality with safety and civic responsi-
bility.

For their part, Savannah’s Irish societies worked deliberately to reclaim 
the celebration’s deeper cultural and religious meaning. Rather than surren-
dering St. Patrick’s Day to commercial excess, community leaders created 
new events—such as the Savannah Irish Festival, the Celtic Cross Ceremo-
ny, and the Jasper Green Ceremony—that emphasized history, music, faith, 
family, and patriotism. Together, these rituals reframed the holiday not as 
a single occasion, but as an expanded “Green Season” of remembrance and 
renewal, stretching from February through March and rooted in Savannah’s 
Irish past.

TRADITION AND FAMILY
Throughout these changes, family remained the central organizing unit of 

Savannah’s St. Patrick’s Day tradition. For much of the nineteenth and twen-
tieth centuries, women’s contributions were largely informal but indispens-
able. They performed the cultural labor that sustained the celebration year 
after year: dressing children, preparing meals, packing chairs and blankets, 
and claiming family spaces along the route. In many households, women also 

served as the primary keepers of memory, maintaining 
family connections through scrapbooks, oral tradition, 
and ritual practice.

Women also shaped the religious rhythm of the day 
through parish life and Catholic education. The Sisters 
of Mercy passed Irish Catholic traditions to children 
in parochial schools, while mothers and grandmothers 
reinforced the pattern that still defines St. Patrick’s 
Day for many Savannahians—family breakfast, Mass 
at the Cathedral, and then the parade. When parochi-
al schools marched as units, women ensured children’s 
participation and helped preserve the devotional core 

of the celebration. As suburbanization weakened everyday neighborhood 
ties in the mid- to late twentieth century, women’s role as family histori-
ans became even more significant. Memorial sashes bearing the names of 
deceased relatives—often stitched, maintained, and passed down by wom-
en—turned genealogy into public ritual, making memory visible on the 
streets of Savannah.

From the 1980s onward, women’s participation expanded more formal-
ly. Organizations such as the Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians and the 
Daughters of Ireland created new avenues for leadership, cultural preserva-

tion, and charity. These and other groups or-
ganized festivals, sponsored educational pro-
grams, promoted Irish music and dance, and 
participated in parade events on their own 
terms, playing a central role in redefining the 
meaning of the celebration as one grounded 
in culture, education, and service rather than 
spectacle alone.

HOMECOMING AND THE 
MEANING OF IRISH SAVANNAH
Today, Savannah’s St. Patrick’s Day parade 

is among the largest in North America, draw-
ing hundreds of thousands of spectators each 
year, including visitors from Ireland. Yet for 
the local Irish community, its meaning re-

mains intensely personal. St. Patrick’s Day functions as a reunion: families 
return home, attend Mass together, and gather in the squares. The parade is 
not only something to be watched; it is something families inhabit.

Seen in this light, the traditions of the “Green Season” demonstrate how 
Irish identity can adapt without disappearing. Rooted in history, sustained 
by ritual, and reshaped by tourism, Irishness in Savannah remains deeply lo-
cal, yet connected to a global Irish culture. Music gives this sense of place 
its most emotional expression. The parade’s anthem, “It’s St. Patrick’s Day 
in Savannah” (1952), turns geography into heritage. Sung year after year, it 
evokes nostalgia for places many no longer live, yet still claim as formative, 
reminding listeners that Irish identity here is not only inherited from Ireland, 
but “buried deeply in the sand” of the Hostess City. St. Patrick’s Day, once a 
modest religious observance, continues to function as a ritual of belonging, 
where traditions that are universally Irish become unmistakably Savannahian.
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912-306-3263 • Junkluggers.com/Savannah

Junk removal 
done right.

Declutter Your Home or Business The Green Way™

$25 OFF
a 1/4 truck or more

$300 minimum truckload or more. In participating areas. Redeem code when 
booking. Limit one per job. Offer cannot be combined. Tax not included. 

USE CODE: 25STPADDY

The Junkluggers provide a thoughtful, eco-friendly alternative to 
traditional junk removal, enhancing lives and communities through 
donating, recycling, and supporting local charities.

• Eco-Friendly Junk Removal

• Residential & Commercial Service

• Exceptional Service & On-Time Arrival

• Locally Owned & Operated

© 2024 Junkluggers Franchising 
SPE LLC. All rights reserved. 
Each location independently 

owned and operated.

Call or book online today for a FREE, no-obligation estimate!
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We Notify.
They Locate.

You Dig Safely.

Georgia 811 will notify 
utility providers so they 
can send locators to 
mark your underground 
utility lines.

It’s FREE and it’s
the LAW.

Need to dig?
Contact Georgia 811 
online or by phone at 
least 3 business days 
before you plan to dig.
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day, 
Savannah!
We are thrilled to join you in the celebration of the  
Savannah St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 
 
Thank you for welcoming us into your family.   
We invite you to join ours.   
 
Join us at www.hmgma.com.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day, 
Savannah!
We are thrilled to join you in the celebration of the  
Savannah St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 
 
Thank you for welcoming us into your family.   
We invite you to join ours.   
 
Join us at www.hmgma.com.
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Happy Saint Patrick’s Day

From The Halligan Family
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Diocese of Savannah’s 175th Anniversary Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of St. John the Baptist.  
Thank you Bishop Parkes.  We will whisper your name in our prayers tonight!Join the Patriotic Degree 

August 22, 2026
Sacred Heart Church 

•
To join the 

Knights of Columbus 
visit: KofC.org/join

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
4TH DEGREE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

ASSEMBLY 173

HOPE TO SEE YOU AT OUR MANY EVENTS THIS YEAR
March - Celtic Cross Mass and St Patrick’s Day Parade - Cathedral

May 25-28, One Nation Under God Pilgrimage - Forsythe Park 
 June 6 - Ordination of Priest  - Cathedral 

July 4th - Happy 250th Birthday of the US of America - various locations      
August 22 - Exemplification of Patriotism - Sacred Heart Church

October - Georgia Martyrs Beatification Mass - Savannah Convention Center
December  - Our Lady of Guadalupe Procession -Lady of Lourdes Church

To schedule the Honor Guard contact Patrick McMahon at mcmahonpatm@gmail.com
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Celebrating America’s 250th Anniversary 
and the Enduring Bond with the Irish

As the United States marks its 250th anniversary, the 
nation pauses once again to reflect on the ideals, sacrific-
es, and shared histories that shaped its journey. Among 
the many communities that helped build and define 
America, few have left a deeper or more enduring im-
print than the Irish. Their story — one of resilience, 
faith, and fierce devotion to both homeland and adopt-
ed nation — is woven into every chapter of America’s 
growth.

From the earliest colonial settlements to the great waves 
of immigration in the 19th century, from laborers who built 
the nation’s infrastructure to soldiers who defended its freedom, the 
Irish have stood shoulder‑to‑shoulder with America for two and a half 
centuries. This anniversary is not only a celebration of the nation’s found-
ing — it is a tribute to the generations of Irish Americans who helped 
shape the republic we honor today.

A Century and a Half of America
And the Irish Who Helped Shape It

When the United States celebrated its 150th anniversary in 1926, Irish 
Americans were already deeply woven into the nation’s identity. Now, as 
we commemorate the 250th anniversary, that legacy stands even taller. 
The Irish story in America is one of hardship transformed into opportu-
nity, and opportunity transformed into lasting contribution.

From Immigrants to Nation‑Builders
The Irish began arriving in significant numbers long before the 150th 

anniversary, but the mid‑19th century brought a wave that would per-
manently reshape the country. Fleeing famine, poverty, and political op-
pression, Irish immigrants arrived with little more than determination 
and faith. They built railroads, dug canals, worked the docks, and filled 
the ranks of police and fire departments in America’s growing cities.

By 1926, their imprint was unmistakable. Irish Americans had be-
come mayors, governors, business leaders, soldiers, teachers, and clergy. 
They helped build the infrastructure of the nation — not just physically, 
but socially and politically. Their influence was woven into the fabric of 
American life.

A Relationship Forged in Shared Ideals
The bond between Ireland and the United States has always been 

rooted in a mutual love of freedom. Irish immigrants saw in America 
a chance to escape centuries of British rule and to support a nation that 

championed self‑determination. In turn, many Americans — 
including presidents, statesmen, and everyday citizens — 

sympathized with Ireland’s struggle for independence.
By the time of the U.S. 150th anniversary, Ireland had 

only recently secured its own freedom with the establish-
ment of the Irish Free State in 1922. Irish Americans cele-
brated both milestones with pride, seeing them as parallel 

victories in the global fight for liberty.

Cultural Pride on Full Display
The sesquicentennial year was marked by parades, ex-

hibitions, and patriotic ceremonies across the country. 
Irish‑American communities participated with unmistakable 

enthusiasm. Their bands marched, their societies carried banners, and 
their clergy offered prayers for both nations.

Organizations like the Ancient Order of Hibernians, Irish fraternal 
lodges, and local Irish societies used the anniversary to highlight the con-
tributions of Irish immigrants to America’s growth. Newspapers of the 
time often noted the “green presence” at major celebrations, a testament 
to how deeply Irish culture had become part of the American identity.

Service, Sacrifice, and Loyalty
By 1926, Irish Americans had already served in every major American 

conflict — from the Revolutionary War to World War I. Their loyalty to 
the United States was unquestioned, and their military service became a 
point of pride within Irish communities.

Many Irish‑American families saw the sesquicentennial as a moment 
to honor ancestors who fought for the nation that had given them refuge 
and opportunity. Their story was one of gratitude repaid through service.

A Legacy That Endures Today
As we reflect on the 250th anniversary of the United States, we also 

honor the generations of Irish Americans who helped shape the nation 
we know today. Their resilience, humor, faith, and fierce sense of com-
munity continue to influence American culture — from politics and 
public service to music, literature, and celebration.

Nowhere is that legacy more visible than in cities like Savannah, where 
Irish heritage is not just remembered but lived. The traditions, the pa-
rades, the sashes and pins, the challenge coins, the sense of fellowship 
— all of it echoes the long, intertwined history between Ireland and the 
United States.

The story of America’s first 250 years cannot be told without the Irish. 
And the story of the Irish in America is, in many ways, the story of Amer-
ica itself.

Two and a Half Centuries of America
And the Irish Who Helped Shape It

Written By Michael F. Sweeney II
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CAROLYN ANN ROUSH
MARCH 12, 1945 — MARCH 9, 2011

MILDRED CLAYTON ROUSH 
APRIL 2, 1923 - JANUARY 8, 2020

IN LOVING MEMORY

May the road rise up 

to meet you.

May the wind be always 

at your back.

May the sun shine warm 

upon your face;

the rains fall soft 

upon your fields 

and until we meet again,

may God hold you

 in the palm of His hand.

—THE ROUSH FAMILY—

support

providing resources, connections, and
programming for the whole family.

purpose

Extra Special People (esp) exists to create

transformative experiences for people with disabilities

and their families, changing communities for the better.

experiences

including after-school programs, summer
camp and weekend clubs.

through Java Joy employment, internships,
volunteerism, leadership training, and full-time
employment.

Follow Us: 
@esp.Savannah

Learn More:
espyouandme.org

LÁ FHÉILE 
PÁDRAIG SONA DHUIT! 

The Stappenbeck Family

www.poolerpd.com
(912) 376-9296
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FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT 

OC WELCH
FORD -LINCOLN

WWW.GOSEEOCFORD.COM

CALL OC DIRECT AT 843-288-0101
OR CHIP AT 912-308-2171

1/2 page proof.qxp_Layout 1  1/27/17  3:41 PM  Page 4

HAVE A HAPPY 
ST. PATRICKS DAY!

SAVANNAH’S LOCAL SAVANNAH’S LOCAL 
RADIO STATIONRADIO STATION

wwrrhhqq..ccoomm��  FFoollllooww  uuss
BACON PARK GOLF COURSE | 1 SHORTY COOPER DR. SAVANNAH, GA 31406 | 912-354-2625

HAPPY SAINT PATRICK’S DAY!
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BACON PARK GOLF COURSE | 1 SHORTY COOPER DR. SAVANNAH, GA 31406 | 912-354-2625

HAPPY ST PATRICK’S DAY!

501 Wilmington Island Road | Savannah, GA 31410 | thesavannahcountryclub.com | 912-897-1612

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day!

Savannah 
Country Club
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Visit us online to learn more!

Bethesda Academy 
Where Shamrocks and Students Shine!

Develop your mind, body and spirit.
Join the Bethesda Family for a bright future.

www.thepoweroftheshield.com • (912) 234-4476

BUSINESS & PERSONAL INSURANCE – FINANCIAL SERVICE PRODUCTS  

Established in 1934 by Bernard F. Williams, Bernard Williams & Company is locally 
owned and serves the insurance and risk management needs of businesses and 
families throughout Georgia and the Southeast. Headquartered in Savannah, Bernard 
Williams & Company offers clients a winning combination of quality, service and value 
from a carefully selected group of insurance and financial service products.

That’s the Power of the Shield.

We are honored to be a part of the Savannah community 
and its proud heritage.

Have a Safe and 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

Phillip Abshire   KC Andrews   Brett Goodwin   Cory Martin   
Miles McGinty    Dan Pavlin    Scott Schmitt   Jason Shell   Allen Williams    
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Happy Saint Patrick’s Day 
From the Counihan’s

Jeremy, Haley, Braeden, Adri and Riley

SAVANNAH |STATESBORO | DUBLIN 
VIDALIA | HINESVILLE
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We’re Celebrating the Grand Opening of our All-New Dealership!We’re Celebrating the Grand Opening of our All-New Dealership!

1 Park of Commerce Blvd, Savannah, GA
912.504.4251   僅   KiaCountryofSavannah.com

Happy 
St. Patrick’s Day!
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• Aluminum • Copper• Brass Steel •
Appliances • Wheels • Aluminum

Cans• Batteries• Tin• 

�ISRI 
Let Us Turn Your 

SCRAP INTO CASH! 
500 Staley Ave.• Suite B • Savannah, GA 31405 • 
, 1 oo Sonny Perdue Dr.• Garden City, GA 31408 • 

500 Staley Ave. •  Suite B • Savannah, GA 31405
100 Sonny Perdue Dr. • Garden City, GA 31408

2820 Tremont Rd. • Savannah, GA 31405

1-800-GOT SCRAP

2 Locations to serve you!
Habersham and 63rd St

(912) 352-2370

Ogeechee Rd (Hwy 17) and Liberty Pkwy 
(921) 358-0511

1/4 page ad file.qxp_Layout 1  2/4/17  11:41 AM  Page 14

A Real Estate Partner
Invested in Your Community

MATT BROWN, REALTOR®

Each Office Is Independently 
Owned And Operated.

DANIELRAVENELSIR.COM

Wishing You a Happy 
St. Patrick’s Day!

MATT BROWN
matt@danielravenelsir.com

o. 912.234.3323
c. 912.687.1137
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Relax responsibly®. Corona Extra®, Corona Light®

and Corona Premier ® Beers. Imported by Crown Imports, 
Chicago, IL. Corona Light: Per 12 fl. oz. serving average 
analysis: Cals 99, Carbs 4.8 g, Protein 0.8 g, Fat 0.0 g. 
Corona Premier: Per 12 fl. oz. serving average analysis: 
Cals 90, Carbs 2.6 g, Protein 0.7 g, Fat 0.0 g.
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Bloomingdale Sewtech

John Arias  | Owner
2 West US Highway 80

blooming_sewtech@comcast.net | www.bloomingdalesewtech.com
912-988-7355 office or 912-659-5911 cell

843-757-8010
www.seacoastsecurityshredding.com

ON-SITE DOCUMENT DESTRUCTION
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Lucky to be a part of 
Savannah's story

There is more than luck behind Savannah’s success. Its 
future is shaped by talent, innovation and shared 
opportunity. We're proud to be part of that story.

seda.org

912-200-4444 
P.O. Box 23482 Savannah, Georgia 31403 

Wishing  you a very Blessed 
and Happy Saint Patrick‘s Day 

from our family to yours!

Slainte!‘

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Coastal Interior Construction
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2025 st. Patrick’s day memories
photography by kaitlin sells
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Synovus Bank, Member FDIC.

Start your journey at 
synovus.com.

We work with businesses to power 
what’s next—oppurtunities, ideas 
and meaningful change. Synovus 
brings financial expertise to help 
you lead with lasting impact.

A financial 
partner 
grounded in 
your growth.

 Your adventure starts here”

 “Bass Pro Shops Savannah.
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Proud to celebrate 
Savannah’s St. Patrick’s Day 
parade.

All trademarks are owned by Société des Produits 
Nestlé S.A., Vevey, Switzerland.
©2025 Nestlé. All rights reserved. 

Nestlé Health Science is a proud member 
of the Savannah community.

We’re HIRING
www.nestlejobs.com
or scan code
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day from
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SAVANNAH’S #1 HIT MUSIC STATION

WEEKDAYS 6AM11AM

@973KISSFM
@KIDDNATION

@973KISSFM
@KIDDNATION

@973KISSFM
@KIDDNATION
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912-964-2000 | atlanticwaste.com

Look for our truck in the parade!

ROLL WITH THE BEST
Roll-O
 & Construction Services
Residential & Commercial Waste and Recycling Services

Wishing you a Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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2025 st. Patrick’s day memories
photography by kaitlin sells
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
The Daniel Family 

 

THE BEST HVAC SERVICES IN 
SAVANNAH SINCE 1979

CALL TODAY! (877) 692-9402
24 Hour Emergency Service Available

600 W. 51st Street • Savannah, Georgia 31405
M-F: 8:00am – 4:30pm
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START YOUR LUCKY STREAK
WITH OUR UCHOOSE

REWARDS® FOR BOTH VISA®
DEBIT AND CREDIT CARDS!

THIS ST. PATRICK'S DAY, DON'T JUST CHASE
RAINBOWS, BUILD REAL REWARDS! WHETHER

YOU'RE SAVING, SPENDING, OR PLANNING YOUR
NEXT BIG MOVE, WE'VE GOT “U” COVERED.

 GET THE REWARDS YOU WANT FROM SPENDING
WHAT YOU NEED. REDEEM FOR TRAVEL, CASH

BACK, GIFT CARDS, PAY WITH POINTS, AND MORE!
NO LEPRECHAUNS REQUIRED.

FEELING LUCKY?
YOUR WALLET WILL BE!

LEARN MORE AT GAHERITAGEFCU.ORG OR SCAN THE QR CODE

*SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. THOSE WHO LIVE, WORK, WORSHIP, OR ATTEND SCHOOL IN CHATHAM, EFFINGHAM,
OR BRYAN COUNTIES ARE ELIGABLE FOR MEMBERSHIP, AND THEIR IMMEDIATE FAMILIES. UCHOOSE REWARDS IS NOT AN AFFILIATE OF GHFCU. UCHOOSE
IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF FISERV INC. VISA IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF VISA INTERNATIONAL SERVICE ASSOCIATION.

2025 st. Patrick’s day memories
photography by kaitlin sells
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2025 st. Patrick’s day memories
photography by kaitlin sells
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111y

111y

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

1/2 page proof.qxp_Layout 1  1/24/18  10:42 AM  Page 11

Savannah Area
BBH, Cogburn Bros Electric, 

Miller Electric, Neely Electric Services, 
Southeast Electric,

USA Mechanical, White Electric

Brunswick • Jesup • Midway Area
Day & Zimmermann, HDI Power & Controls, 

Inman Industrial Electric,
McInnis Electric, Miller Electric, Owens & Pridgen,

Universal Electric Co., White Electric,
Jingoli Nuclear Services

Alton G. Mosley, Business Mgr./F.S.
Jeff Knowlton, President

Ray Harrison, Membership Developement
Juan Negron Jr, SETA Training Director

CELEBRATING OVER 200 YEARS OF IRISH TRADITIONS IN SAVANNAH
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CELEBRATING OVER 200 YEARS OF IRISH TRADITIONS IN SAVANNAH
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Open 7 Days a Week - Sunday through Thursday 11am-11pm
Friday and Saturday 11am-Midnight

912-233-3156 • 245 Bull Street (Across from Desoto Hotel)

Voted Best British Pub 2024
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MYTH  

FACT

1 Bull St, Suite 400
Savannah, GA 31401

ONE CALL, THAT’S ALL! 

1-800-CALL-KEN

THERE ARE MANY GREAT ST PATRICK 
DAY PARADES IN THE US

SAVANNAH’S ST PATRICK DAY  
PARADE IS THE BEST

We all know there are many Myths but 

Ken Nugent Law wants to set the facts 

straight. For example, just because you 

dye a river green doesn’t mean you have 

more fun. And just because the insurance 

company makes an offer doesn’t mean 

it’s what your accident is worth. One call 

to Ken will help you seperate the facts 

from the myths.

LUCK IS FOR THE IRISH 
NOT THE INJURED

DON’T RELY ON LUCK TO GET WHAT 
YOU NEED AFTER A CAR WRECK

1 Bull St, Suite 400
Savannah, GA 31401

ONE CALL, THAT’S ALL! 
1-800-CALL-KEN



110  2026 OFFICIAL PARADE MAGAZINE

MOCK PLUMBING & MECHANICAL, INC.
Est.1971

Celebrating 55 years

ERIN GO BRAGH
HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY 2026!



2026 OFFICIAL PARADE MAGAZINE  111

Join us for two 
daily happy hours!
3 6PM | 9PM CLOSE 

7 DAYS A WEEK

$3 OFF 
C R A F T  C O C K T A I L S

$3 OFF
A L L  W I N E S  BY  T H E  G L A S S

$2 OFF 
B O T T L E D  &  C A N N E D  B E E R

$2 OFF
S E LT Z E R S  &  C I D E R S

$2 OFF 
S M A L L  P L A T E S

L U N C H  A N D  D I N N E R 

E V E R Y  D A Y

W E E K E N D  B R U N C H

10 2  E .  V I C T O R Y  D R I V E

912 . 7 7 7. 5 8 8 8

A R D S L E Y S TAT I O N . C O M 

FOOD • DRINK • COMMUNITY

CHEERS TO THE 202ND SAINT PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION
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1215 BARNARD STREET

Happ
y 

Saint
 Patri

ck’s
 Day 

Sava
nna

h!

102 E. LIBERTY ST. SAVANNAH, GA 31401
SAVOYSOCIETY.COM

DOWNTOWN SAVANNAH
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Legacy Irish Dance Academy

LEGACYIRISHDANCE.COM
legacysavannah912@gmail.com

7210 SKIDAWAY RD, SAVANNAH, GA
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2025 st. Patrick’s day memories
photography by kaitlin sells
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Your Cleaning equipment resource for Georgia and South Carolina

 

 

                    

           

Savannah Cleaning Systems
1390 Dean Forest Road | Savannah GA 31405

912-233-0659 | 800-927-9202
www.savannahcleaning systems.com

SINCE 1980
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Happy 202nd Parade!

MOCK PLUMBING & MECHANICAL, INC.
Est.1971

Celebrating 55 years
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www.gatewayperformanceproductions.org 
PO Box 8062, Atlanta, GA 31106, (404) 222-9262, gateway@gatewayperformanceproductions.org,   

Savannah St. Patrick’s Day Parade 2026 
                                                   The Gateway Irish Mummers 

 

Wish Everyone the Happiest St. Patrick’s Day! 
Gateway Performance Productions is supported in part by the Irish Ministry of State for International Development and Diaspora, The Irish Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade, The Consulate General of Ireland in Atlanta, The National Endowment for the Arts,  The Georgia Council for the Arts, and Individual Contributors. 

 

 

 

0 

 

SASEEN 
BAIL BONDS

OPEN 24/7 CALL NOW 
(912) 233-4551

PROVIDING BAIL BONDS SINCE 1922

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

Law Offices of 
Harold and Joe Cronk 

(912) 236-4878
hcronk.com
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

WALTER C. CORISH, JR.

Happy Heavenly 
St. Patrick’s Day Deuce!  

To the best Irishman we know, 
you will be dearly missed 

and we love you!

SAVANNAH OFFICE (912)  354-2424  •   TAMPA OFFICE (813)  585-8122 •  WWW.CORISHINSURANCE.COM

Walter C. Corish, Jr. CPCU
Trey Corish

“If you’re lucky 

enough to be Irish, 

You’re Lucky 

enough!”
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SINCE 1917

TREY CORISH
WWW.CORISHINSURANCE.COM

SAVANNAH (912) 354-2424 | TAMPA (813 )585-8122 
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R E A L  E S T A T E  H A N D L E D  P R O P E R L Y .

IT’S OUR PRIVILEGE TO SERVE YOU. 
HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY,

SAVANNAH!

THE NAME IS NEW, 
THE RESULTS ARE NOT.

T H E A R C P L A T F O R M . C O M
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YOUR LOCAL BOATING RESOURCE

Discover boats and yachts from the world’s
premier brands. With service, parts,

storage, classes, events, Getaways!®, and
much more, we have everything you need 

to enjoy the boating lifestyle.
Visit MarineMax Savannah today!

MarineMax Kent Island
3518 Old Tybee Rd.
Thunderbolt, GA 31410 

(912) 897-9881

marinemax.com

Sea Ray SLX 280
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2025 st. Patrick’s day memories
photography by kaitlin sells
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2025 st. Patrick’s day memories
photography by kaitlin sells
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS!

THOMAS J. MCNAMARA

Congratulations on serving our community as 
an attorney for 50 years. 

With gratitude and pride we celebrate 
and honor Thomas J. McNamara

Kathy, Molly, Craig, Mary Kate, John, Jimmy, Katie, Jackson, Will, 
Cole, Turner, Jack, Tommy, Lesley, Tripp, Elliott, Danny, Andrea, Zoe, 

Lily, Bridget, David, Ella and Colin
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RHONDA JONES 
MSN

FNP-BC

Mobile iv drips, 
weight loss & 

aesthetics.

ivSavannah.com912-457-8567

Serving Savannah and surrounding areas
GRANITE - MARBLE - QUARTZ

(912) 231-0103  
WWW.CFNSAV.COM • 1026 LYNES AVE. SAVANNAH, GA 31415
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Thomas J. McNamara
Mary “Molly” McNamara Adams

J. Craig Adams
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

A Full Service Firm Concentrating On:

REAL ESTATE
Loan Closings—Residential & Commercial

Sales Contracts - FHA,VA Conventional Power of Attorney 
(General or Special)

GENERAL PRACTICE
Will, Estates, Probate, Corporation & Business Law

office@mcnamaraadams.com
Office Hours 8:30am - 6pm

FAX | 912-351-0417
PHONE | 912-355-1109

130 Canal Street, Ste. 303
Pooler, GA 31322

7370 Hodgson Memorial Drive, Ste. B-11 
Savannah, GA 31406
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CHEERS TO A SAFE 
AND HAPPY 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY !

MIKE KENNY ROOFING

912-272-1933

www.mikekennyroofingsavannah.com

 
 
 
 

Commercial/Industrial/Institutional

Roof Decks ♦ Roofing ♦ Interiors 
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The Largest Parade 
in the South Runs on 
More Than Luck

HIS YEAR, WE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK ALONGSIDE the Savannah St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade Committee behind the scenes, supporting the operations that 
help this beloved tradition operate at scale while remaining rooted in what makes 
it special. The work centered on reinforcing how the Parade operates behind the 
scenes, ensuring it can continue to operate reliably as it grows.

BEHIND THE SCENES
As the Parade has evolved, so has the complexity behind it. What once lived on paper and in email 
threads needed to keep pace with the size of the event without losing the human touch that makes it 
work. Applications and advertising have moved from paper to digital, email-based coordination has 
shifted into structured systems, and manual processes have become scalable workflows.

Every March, Savannah turns green. What most people see is the spec-
tacle. The bands, the banners, the sea of spectators lining the streets. 
What often goes unseen is the year-round work required to keep one of 
the South’s largest and longest-running parades moving forward.

T

Working closely with the Committee, 
we helped move the behind-the-scenes 
work into clear, usable infrastructure that 
improved coordination. The focus was 
on simplifying submissions and reducing 
the manual workload for volunteers and 
committee members.

WHY IT MATTERS
When everything runs smoothly, the 
experience improves for applicants and 
advertisers, information stays organized, 
and the work moves forward more easily. 
For the Committee, this simplifies day-
to-day coordination and helps the Parade 
operate more smoothly over time. For an 
event of this size, modern planning is about 
sustainability, ensuring the tradition con-
tinues without placing unnecessary strain 
on the people who make it possible.

BEYOND THE PARADE
Whether supporting a city-scale event or 
a growing local business, Inventure IT 
designs and manages systems for orga-
nizations across Savannah, including 
healthcare practices, logistics companies, 
and professional service firms. The same 
operational approach is used across health-
care, logistics, professional services, and 
growing regional businesses.

A SHARED COMMITMENT
We’re proud to work alongside the Com-
mittee and excited to continue strength-
ening the systems that help this tradition 
move forward year after year. 

Below: Michael “Mic” Sweeney II, Vice 
Chairman, Savannah St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade Committee on WTOC’s Morning Break’s 
“Apply online for Savannah St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade” Dec 17, 2025.

“ “We’ve started a new 
electronic Parade 
application, and 
we’ve partnered 
with a local IT firm, 
Inventure IT.

Michael “Mic” Sweeney II

219 W Bryan St, Suite 200 | Savannah
(912) 228-3555 | inventureit.com

�� 

BEHIND THE PARADE: HOW SAVANNAH’S ST. PATRICK’S CELEBRATION WENT DIGITAL
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day

Shenanigans society

High Leprechaun: Thomas Kautz
Low Leprechaun: Tim Anshley

kc conken systems, inc.
Savannah, Georgia

THOMAS CONNEFF
MATERIAL HANDLING SYSTEMS 

AND EQUIPMENT

PHONE 912-352-0418 • FAX 912-352-0419

1/4 page ad file.qxp_Layout 1  2/7/17  3:08 PM  Page 18

2013 E. Victory Drive • Savannah, GA 31404
(912) 355-3568

Happy St. Patrick’s
Day! 

From

Harrison’s Tire & Service
Center

Richmond Hill, GA 

Remembering
J.Michael McDonough

for spreading 
“The Luck of the Irish”

“Erin go Bragh”

1310 East DeRenne Ave. Savannah, Georgia 31406 | 912.355.2930

440 Johnny Mercer Blvd. Savannah, Georgia 31410 | 912.897.4595

When you care…. It shows! 
We offer the highest quality of customer care. 

Locally owned and operated, we treat your dry
cleaning and laundry like they are our own!
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Rolex | Omega | Panerai | Hublot 
IWC | Breitling | TAG Heuer | Cartier 

Patek  Philippe | Ulysse Nardin 
Audemars Piguet | Tudor 

Bell & Ross | Franck Muller

Scott Reddick | 912-313-3201
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SOUTHERN CROWN PARTNERS SCPDIST
ENJOY RESPONSIBLY

SCAN THE QR FOR

$5OFF
OFFER VALID:

3/13/26-3/17/26

GET A RIDE HOME WITH

NO LUCK NECESSARY
LET BUD LIGHT HELP UBER YOU HOME
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2025 Parade committee award winners

CHAIRMAN AWARD: GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

ROBERT EMMET AWARD: MEMORIAL CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

CELTIC CROSS AWARD: ST JOSEPH’S CANDLER

ST PATRICK’S AWARD: WEXFORD PUB

MSGR. DANIEL J BOURKE AWARD: FINE GAEL

JOSEPH O’BRIEN RAMSEY IRISH AMBASSADOR AWARD: 
THE CITY OF LIMERICK PIPE BAND

SGT. WILLIAM JASPER: THIRD INFINTRY 
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LOGAN R. ABBOTT
ANTHONY LINDSEY ADAMS, II
BRIAN ANTHONY ADAMS
FATHER JASON ADAMS
CHARLES P. AEGER, SR
TONY ALFONSO
TIMOTHY R. ALLEN
DREW AMBOS
JASON AMES
JOHN ALEXANDER ANAGNOST
DOUGLAS GRANT ANDREWS
RONALD WALKER ANDREWS
JAMES PAUL ANESTOS
THOMAS FRANCIS ANGLIN
TIM F. ANSLEY
TIMOTHY B. ANSLEY
F. SCOTT ARNSDORFF
TONY ATKINS
MICHAEL ALEXANDER BAILEY
WYMAN JAMES BAILEY
WILLIAM A BAKER
ANTHONY K. BALCOM
JASON PAYNE BALL
FRANK J. BARAN, JR.
WILLIAM E. BARAN
JIM BARKER
ARGUS A. BARRAS
ANDREW B BARRETT
BERT B. BARRETT, JR.
BERT “HOBIE” BARRETT, III
RICKY BARROW
BROCK DOUGLAS BAUMGARTNER
GEORGE J. BECKETT, III
JOHN THOMAS BECKETT
PIERCE BECKETT
EUGENE H. BEECO
BERNIE BEIER
GABRIEL BELL
DANIEL R BENDIG
JOSEPH C. BENWAY
JOHN P. BEYTAGH
JOHN PATRICK BEYTAGH, JR.
THOMAS CONNOR BEYTAGH
THOMAS J. BEYTAGH, JR.
JAMES B. BILLAC
JAMES B BLACKBURN, III
JOHN F. BLACKBURN
BRITT CONNOR BLAKLEY
JAMES P. BLAKLEY
TIMOTHY SHEEHAN BLANCO
BREN BLETSCHER
PATRICK RYAN BLUME
BISHOP EMERITUS J. KEVIN BOLAND
CHARLES (CHUCK) WINSTON BOLEN
MICHAEL J. BOLTON
THOMAS F BOLTON
BRAD BOWMAN
WILLIAM E. BRADLEY, III
MICHAEL J. BRADY
JOHN SCOTT BRANIGIN
REV. BRETT A. BRANNEN
ROBERT B. BRANNEN, JR.
GLENN BRANTLEY
WILLIAM R. BRANTLEY
BARRY A. BRENNAN
JOHN READ BRENNAN
JOSEPH D. BRENNAN
STEPHEN BRENNAN

WILLIAM BRANDON BRENNAN
ADAM VAN BRIMMER
BRENNAN W. BRODERICK
JOHN D. BRODERICK
PATRICK THOMAS BRODERICK
ROBERT E. BRODERICK
THOMAS R. BRODERICK
THOMAS WILLIAM BROOME, JR.
CHRIS C. BROWN
CHRISTOPHER A. BROWN
DOUGLAS W. BROWN
FRANK A. BROWN
JOHN MATT BROWN
RICHARD L. BROWN
JOHN M. “TOBY” BROWNE, JR.
PATRICK JOSEPH BRUNSON
THOMAS I. BRUNSON
GUY THOMAS BUCK
RANDALL BUICE
ARCHIE BUNGER
JOHN C. BUNKER
JOHN CHARLES BUREL
CHRISTOPHER C. “CHRIS” BURKE
JAMES BURKE, III
NICHOLAS J. BURKE
NOEL BURKE
PATRICK J. BURKE
TIM BURKE
WILLIAM BURKE
HARRY C. BURNETT, IV
RYAN BURROUGHS
WESLEY M. BUSH
JOHN G BUTLER
JAMES G. BYERLY
BRIAN BYRNE
ZACHARY ALDEN BYRNE
CLINTON WILLIAM CAIL
ALAN C. CALE
CRAIG CALL
MICHAEL K. CALLAHAN
JEFFREY CALLAWAY
RICHARD J CAMPBELL
BARNEY CANNADY
CHRIS CANTRELL
FR. JOHN A. CAPARISOS
MICHAEL J. CARBO
MICHAEL O’NEIL CARBO
NICHOLAS DENMARK CARBO
CHAD CARMICHAEL
DAVID E. CARPENTER
OLIVER CARR
THOMAS CARTER
JOHN CASEY CARVER
MARK D. CARVER
ROY CARVER
TYLER CHRISTIAN CARVER
WILLIAM D CARVER, JR.
JOSEPH A. CETTI
TRAVIS RYAN CHALMERS
DENNIS J. CHANDLER
NORBERT CHANDLER
ROBERT CLAMPETT
SAMUEL O’BRIEN CLARK
DANIEL JACOB CLARKE
RAYMOND CLAWSON
CHRISTOPHER J CLAYBOSS
JOHN SAMUEL CLAYTON
SEAN CLAYTON

DR. JOHN H CLEMENTS
MICHAEL CLENDENEN
WILLIAM O CLIETT, JR.
SEAN M. COBURN
ROBERT J COLE
TOM L. COLE
HUGH E. COLEMAN
JAMES PATRICK COLEMAN, JR.
CHRISTOPHER R COLLINS
MICHAEL T CONDON
LAWRENCE CONNEFF, JR.
LAWRENCE SHERIDON CONNEFF, III
MICHAEL BRADLEY CONSIDINE
CHARLES B. COOK
ELLISON P. COOK
HERMANN COOLIDGE
HERMANN W. COOLIDGE, III
LANGDON H. COOPER, III
MARION COOPER
MICHAEL BRANDON COPE
WILLIAM M. COPE, SR
BERNARD A CORCORAN
JOHN MICHAEL CORCORAN
MARTIN CORCORAN
WALTER CORISH, JR.
MARK CORRIGAN, SR
MARK D. CORRIGAN, JR.
BRIAN MICHAEL COUNIHAN, JR.
BRIAN MICHAEL COUNIHAN, SR
DENNIS MICHAEL COUNIHAN
DENNIS PATRICK COUNIHAN
GERALD PATRICK COUNIHAN, JR.
GERALD PATRICK (M.) COUNIHAN, SR
JOHN COUNIHAN
MICHAEL JOSEPH COUNIHAN, IV
JAMES “JAMIE” ALLEN COURSEY
SCOTT C. COVER
JAMES CHARLES COYLE
J. WALLIS CRAMER
JEFFREY A. CRAMER
WALTER CRAWFORD
ROB CREECH
ROBERT SANDERS CREECH
MICHAEL C. CROFT
HAROLD J CRONK
HAROLD JOSEPH CRONK, II
LORD JAY CRUIKSHANK
WILLIAM A CUBBEDGE
JOSHUA CULBRETH
THOMAS S. CUNNINGHAM
THOMAS JOHN CURRAN
EDWARD P DALY
D. MATTHEW DANIEL
DALLAS DANIEL
DALLAS DANIEL, JR.
JOHN WESLEY DANIEL
JOHN DANIELS
DAVID ANDREW D’ARCY
BRIAN L DART
MICHAEL RAY DART
JULIUS DAVIDSON
JORDAN DAVIS
ROBERT DAVIS
RICHARD DE LA GUARDIA
PATRICK DE LA ROSA
M. “WESLEY” DE VEGTER
JAMES R. DEAL
JIMMY DEBORDE

JOHN SCOTT DECKER
RAY DEMOTT
ROLAND ROSCOE DENMARK
D BOSTON DERST
EDWARD J. DERST, III
MORGAN DERST
ALFRED DEUTSCH
ANDREW DEWITT
CHARLES MATTHEW DIAZ
EDWARD SASEEN DILLON
HERBERT PATRICK DILLON, JR.
JAMES M. DILLON
MICHAEL F. DILLON
WALTER F. DIMMICK
KEVIN DODGE
CHAD MICHAEL DOLLANDER
ALAN RORY DONNELLY
JONATHAN DONNELLY
MICHAEL T. DOUGLAS
WILLIAM A. DOWELL
DONALD T. DOYLE
JOHN MICHAEL DRAWDY, SR
IRVING WILLIAM DROUGHT, III
CLIFFORD M. DUCEY
JAMES E. “SCOOTER” DUCEY, JR.
JEFF E DUCEY
RICH PATRICK DUNLOP
JOSEPH F DYER, III
WILLIAM JAMES DYER, III
CHRISTAIN DAVID EADDY
THOMAS EDENFIELD, JR.
HARRY BOWEN EDGEMON
LAWRENCE E. EDGERLY, III
RICHARD B. EDGERLY
JAMES EDWARDS
BOB EGAN
COLBY M ELKINS
JAY ELLIS
MARVIN (MARTY) ELLIS, IV
FRED H. ELMGREN, JR.
FREDERICK H. ELMGREN, III
ROY PHILLIP EMORY
BRIAN ANDREW FALLON
TIMOTHY D. FARLEY
KEVIN P. FARMER
JOHN PATRICK FARRELL
PATRICK K. FARRELL
MICHAEL D. FELL, JR.
HARRY (BEN) BENJAMIN FENDER
NICHOLAS FERRIS
MATTHEW FERRY
DR. JAMES W. FETTERMAN
CHRISTOPHER J. FINNEGAN
SEAN FINNEGAN
DECLAN FINNERTY
JACK FITZGERALD, JR.
VINCENT B. FLAHERTY
JACK FLANIGAN
RANDALL W. FLEENOR
GERALD P FLEMING
WILLIAM H FLEMING
CHRISTOHER FOGARTY
JAMES L FOGARTY
JARED PARKER FOGARTY
JOHN PATRICK FOGARTY
CHRIS FORAN
JOHN THOMAS FORAN
MICHAEL A FORAN, JR.

2026 St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Committee Members
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MICHAEL A. FORAN
WILLIAM JOSEPH FORAN, II
CONOR PATRICK FORBES
JOHN J. FORBES, JR.
JOHN PATRICK FORBES
MICHAEL G FORBES
HEYWOOD FORD
JASON B. FORD
JUSTIN FOWLER
TED A. FRANKS
TODD FREESEMANN
GREG FRIDAY
MARC FRIDAY
CHARLES T. GANEM
JOHN PATRICK GANEM
MICHAEL GANEM
STEPHEN K. GANEM
TODD MILTON GANGELL
ALEC MICHAEL GANLEY
MICHAEL GARDE
MICHAEL W GARDNER
JOSHUA GARNER
MICHAEL GARRETT
ROBERT GAVIN
JESSIE GAY
LARRY GERGACS
TILLMAN WEEKS GERINER
LAURENCE P. (LARRY) GIL
PAUL ALVIN GILKER
REDMOND S. GILL
REDMOND S. GILL, JR.
MARK STEPHEN GIRARDEAU
THOMAS GNANN
MICHAEL J. GODBOLD
JOHN D. GOETTE
JOHN C. GOODRICH
BRYAN C. GRAY
STEPHEN C. GRAY
JAMES “JIMMY” W. GRAYSON
JOHN C. (CHIP) GRAYSON
JOSEPH N GRAYSON
PATRICK GRAYSON
RALPH LEWIS GRAYSON
JACK GREEN, JR.
JOHN E. GRIFFIN
JEROD LYNDON GRIFFITHS
JACK GROOVER
JACK W. GROOVER, JR.
MICHAEL JOSEPH GROOVER
RICHARD D. GUERARD, III
ARTHUR ALEXANDER HAGAN, III
JEFF E. HAGAN
PATRICK HAHN
JOHN ANTHONY HALLIGAN
JOSEPH HALLIGAN
KEVIN CROWLEY HALLIGAN
MICHAEL HALLIGAN
MICHAEL HALLIGAN, JR.
DENNIS D. HAMILTON
ALAN LEE HAMMOCK
JAMES CHENSHAW HAMRICK, JR.
JAMES CRENSHAW HAMRICK
JOHN C. HANSEN
TOM HANSEN, JR.
TOM A. HANSEN, SR
FRANK HARDEMAN, III
CALEB PATRICK HARKEROAD
PATRICK M. HARNAN

WALT HARPER
ED HARRISON
MARK HARRISON
CARL ALOYSIUS HARTLOGE, III
JAKE HARVEY
RODDY J HATCH, III
THEODORE F HAVILAND
DARRELL HEARNE
ADAM HEDGECOTH
BRENDAN F HEGARTY
GEORGE HEIDACHER
JASON ASHLEY HELTON
JESSIE C. (JAY) HELTON
DONALD WAYNE HENDRIX
TERENCE HENNESSY
BRENT HERB
CUTHBERT LEONARD HERB
DENNIS M. HERB, JR.
GRANT HAMILTON HERB
HARRISON CHARLES HERB
JOSEPH HERB, SR.
SEAN HERB
STEPHEN J. HERNANDEZ
REV. FATHER FRANCIS HIGGINS
JOSEPH STEPHEN HIGGINS
DENTON C. HILL
DON HILL
LARRY DUANE HILL
LARRY J. HILL
ROBERT “GIBSON” HILL, II
DAVID W. HODGES
PETER HOFFMAN
PETER HOFFMAN, JR.
COLIN M. HOGAN
MARTIN S. HOGAN
MICHAEL J. “JERRY” HOGAN, JR.
WILLIAM J. HOGAN, SR
J0HN PATRICK HOLLAND, JR.
JOHN J. HOLLAND
RICKY HOLLAND
KARL A. HOLMEN, III
EDWARD A. HOLMES
ERIC HOLSOPPLE
DR. ANDREW HORTON
GREGORY HOWARD
JASON HOWELL
ZACH HUDGINS
ALLEN HUTCHESON
CHRISTOHER KYLE INGALLS
RICHARD SCOTT INGRAM
KEVIN LOUIS IOCOVOZZI
JOSEPH F. IRELAND, III
TERRY DALE JACKSON
THOMAS M. JAMES
THOMAS MICHAEL JAMES, JR.
JOSHUA JANUFKA
MATTHEW JOSEPH JANUFKA
JOHN E. JAUGSTETTER, PHD
ROBERT E. JOHNSON
CULLEN L. JONES
GRIFFEN LEE JONES
JIM JOYCE
JEFFREY LEE JOYNER
JOHN W. JURGENSEN
NEIL PATRICK JURGENSEN
JOHN KANNAN JURICK
JOSEPH E. JURICK
JAMES KAMERON

JOHN P. KAMERON
MARK KAMERON
MICHAEL CLARKE KEARNEY
CONRAD T. KEARNS
JIM KEARNS
SEAN PATRICK KEATING
BROUGHTON KELLY
LAWRENCE C. KELLY
PATRICK R. KELLY
HOWARD M. KEMPF
DAVID FRANKLIN KENNEDY
MICHAEL A. KENNY
ROBERT RYAN KENNY
CHRISTOPHER KICKLIGHTER
SCOTT KIMBALL
GREGORY KINDRED
GENE KINDRICK
DANIEL W KIRKLAND, JR.
DANIEL KNIGHT
JOSEPH KONCUL
TODD KRULL
PAUL E KURILLA, JR.
TOM R. KYNERD
MICHAEL J. LAIRD
DAVID PAUL LAMBERT
RAYMOND LANDIN
CHRISTPHER R LANE
THOMAS P. LAVRISA
CHRISTOPHER LEE
JAMES G. LEE, JR.
JAMES G. “JERRY” LEE, SR.
TREY LEGGETT
DENNIS M LEONARD, III
MICHAEL E. LEONARD
RICHARD LEONARD
STEPHEN S LEONARD
CLAIBORNE LEWIS
KURT J. LEWIS
RICHARD STERLING LEWIS
CHRISTOPHER JAMES LINTON,, JR.
GENE E LINTON,, JR.
DAVID T LOCK
CHARLES ROBERT LOGUE
EDWARD J. LONG
JAMES LONG
JOHN C. LONG
WESLEY JAMES LONG
MICHAEL J. LOWE
MICHAEL PATRICK LOWE
WILLIAM J. LYLE, JR.
DANIEL S. LYNCH
MICHAEL C. LYNCH
PATRICK RYAN LYNCH
ROBERT JOSEPH LYNCH
WILLIAM J LYNCH, JR.
WADE A LYNES, JR.
REV. FATHER JOHN LYONS
ROBERT J. LYTLE, III
THOMAS C. MADISON, JR.
THOMAS CLOUSE MADISON, III
CHARLES W. MAHER, JR.
BRENDAN MAHONEY
DANIEL JAMES MAHONEY
THOMAS J MAHONEY, IV
THOMAS J. MAHONEY, III
TIMOTHY P. MAHONEY
JAMES MALONEY
CHARLES G. MANGAN

GARY W. MANKIN
JOSEPH L. MARKWALTER
FRANK H. MASON
KEVIN G. MATAXAS
PATRICK MATTHEWS
C. J. MCAULIFFE, III
BRYAN JAMES MCBRIDE
JAMES “JIM” E. MCBRIDE, JR.
MICHAEL PATRICK MCCARTHY
PATRICK CONNOR MCCARTHY
PATRICK D. MCCARTHY
MICHAEL R MCCHESNEY
CORY B. MCCLIMANS
ANDREW DAVID MCCLOUD
ANDREW MCCRAY
EDWIN J MCCUEN, JR.
JOSEPH MELL MCCUEN
ROBERT A. MCCUEN
TRENT MCCURRY
GREGORY M MCDEVITT
MICHAEL J MCDEVITT
FATHER ALLAN MCDONALD
DAVID A. MCGAUGHEY
DAVID CHRIS MCGRATH
JOHN A. MCGRATH
PATRICK MCGRATH
ROBERT J. MCGRATH, JR.
WILLIAM J. MCGRATH
WILLIAM JOSEPH MCGRATH, II
JOHN H. MCKENNA, JR.
PATRICK F. MCKENNA
JULIAN MCKENZIE
MIKE MCMAHON
PATRICK MCMAHON
THOMAS J. MCNAMARA
RANDY MEADE
BRANDON M MELL
JEFFERY MELL
CHRIS MESSENGER
JACK LORIS MILANI, III
CHRIS ARTHUR MILTIADES
EDWARD C. MIZELLE
CHUCK MOELLER
SCOTT WILLIAM MONTGOMERY
BERNARD L. MOORE
JEFFREY BRIAN MORRIS
ANDREW C. MOSELEY
GARY MOUNTJOY
AARON ALAN MOWERY
ANTHONY F. MOYE
BENJAMIN MOYE
HEATH MOYER
SEANOG MULLAN
BRIAN MURPHY
REV. FATHER THOMAS J. MURPHY
SHANE WILLIAM MURRAY
AL MURRIN
FRANK NEAGLE
ANDREW L NEIDLINGER
SHANE H. NEW
DON A. NEWMAN
STEVE NIMMER
STEVEN GRAHAM NORMAN
ASHLEY M NORRIS
KEVIN C. NORRIS
FLINT NORTH
JOEY NOWELL
MARSHALL NOWELL

2026 St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Committee Members
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DENNIS ARTHUR O’BRIEN, JR.
REV. FATHER PATRICK O’BRIEN
THOMAS K O’BRIEN, JR.
JOHN PATRICK (JACK) O’CONNOR
MICHAEL O’CONNOR
MICHAEL O’CONNOR, JR.
THOMAS J. ODOM, SR.
WILLIAM F. O’DONNELL
JOHN FRANCIS O’DONOVAN
GARY L. OGDEN
TIMOTHY P. O’HAYER
RORY O’KANE
RICHARD OLSON
GREG OLTMANNS
KEVIN C O’NEIL
CRAIG J. ORME
KEITH V. O’ROURKE
JOHN KEITH ORVIN
ROBERT M. OSBOURNE
BOBBY OVERSTREET
PHILIP BRADLEY PACE
ROBERT S. D. PACE
MICHAEL PANGALLO
PHILLIP PARADISE
FRANK PARIS
JOHN EDWARD PARKER
KEITH PARKER
KIEFFER PARKER
JOSEPH DEAN PATRICK
GEORGE N PAUL, III
JOHN PELLI
JOSEPH R. PELLI
ANDREW N. PENCE
FRANK H. PHILLIPS
FRANK HUMPHREY PHILLIPS, JR.
JOHN PHILLIPS
HARRY W. PITTS, III
STEPHEN MOORE PLUNK
GEORGE D. PORTER
BENJAMIN WADE POSTON
TOBY POSTON
TOBY POSTON, JR.
JOHN POVANDA
A. JOSEPH POWERS
DANIEL T. POWERS
J. THOMAS POWERS
MARK R. POWERS
MATT POWERS
MICHAEL L. POWERS
MICHAEL THOMAS POWERS
VINCENT POWERS
M. GLEN PRICE
WILLIAM JAMES PRICE
RYAN PATRICK QUINTARD
REV. GERALD P. RAGAN
JOHN RANITZ, III
EDDIE RAPPE
JEFF RAWDING
JAMES A. RAY
WILLIAM H. RAY
WILLIAM S. RAY, SR
ADAM P REARDON
CHRISTOPHER A REARDON
JOHN T REARDON, JR.
JOHN T. REARDON
MICHAEL A REARDON, II
MICHAEL A. REARDON, SR
RICHARD T REARDON, JR.
RICHARD T. REARDON

WILLIAM (TONY) A. REARDON
JEREMIAH REEVES
WILLIAM H. REMETA
MATTHEW RHODES
EDWARD L RICHARDS, III
STEPHEN W RICHARDSON
MATTHEW REID RIPPETOE
JOHN WILLIAM RITZERT
ANDREW P ROBERTS
DAVE ROBERTS
JACOB “JAKE” THOMAS ROBERTS
JOHN TRAVIS ROBERTS
ANDREW ROBERTSON
BRENDEN ROBERTSON
DANIEL ROBERTSON, JR.
DENIS G. ROBERTSON
JACK (JACKSON) H. ROBERTSON
JAMES F. ROBERTSON, JR.
JAMES PATRICK ROBERTSON
MICHAEL S. ROBERTSON, JR.
PADRAIC ROBERTSON
TED ROBERTSON
THOMAS A. ROBERTSON
THOR ROBERTSON
GENE ROBIDER
D. DALE ROBINSON
WILLIAM M. ROBINSON, III
ROBERT E. RODRIGUEZ, PH.D.
FRANK P. ROSSITER, JR. MD
JAMES C ROSSITER, JR.
JOHN PATRICK ROSSITER
JOHN PATRICK ROSSITER, III
JOSEPH B ROSSITER
PATRICK C. ROSSITER
WILLIAM D. ROSSITER
MICHAEL W. ROUSH
MICHAEL W. ROUSH, JR.
MICHAEL C. ROWELL
H. LINDSEY ROWSE, JR.
JOSEPH ROZMAN
DAVID M. RUBNITZ
RYAN LLEWELLYN RUDOLPH
PATRICK J RUSHING
CHRISTOPHER M. RUSSELL
DONALD C RUSSELL
JOHN G RUSSELL, JR.
JOHN G. RUSSELL, SR
NEIL G. RUSSELL
STEPHEN F. RUSSELL
CHARLES J. RUSSO, JR.
ANTHONY T. RYAN
FRED LEWIS RYAN
KEVIN T. RYAN
MICHAEL F. RYAN
REID T. RYAN
RICHARD P. RYAN
SEAN RYAN
THOMAS J. RYAN, III
THOMAS JOSEPH RYAN, IV
JONATHAN HOLLIE SALTER
SHAWN PATRICK SANCOMB, II
THOMAS JAMES SANDERLIN
RICHARD ALLEN SANDERS, JR.
ANTHONY SAPONE
GREGORY SAPP
CHRIS SASSER
C. “BUD” E SAUERS, III
ANDREW CARTER SAUERS
BRANDON THOMAS SAUERS

A. LLOYD SAUNDERS
BRIAN LLOYD SAUNDERS
STEVEN SCHEER
ROBERT W. SCHIVERA
FR. JERRY SCHRECK
GEORGE SCHWARZ
GEORGE F. SCHWARZ IV
JOSHUA BEVIN SCOTT
MARK C. SELLS
SCOTT M SELMAN
MATT SESSIONS
FRANCIS (RYAN) SEWELL
GREGORY GAINES SEWELL
JOHN MICHAEL SHARPLEY
ANDREW P. SHEEHAN
BRENDAN SHEEHAN
EAMON SHEEHAN
KEVIN SHEEHAN
LEO SHEEHAN
BRYAN CANTER SHEFFIELD
KYLE P. SHEFFIELD
MICHAEL A. SHEFFIELD
DWIGHT B. SHELEY
JASON G SHELL
MAURICE SHEPPARD
MAURICE ALAN SHEPPARD, JR.
AARON SHERLING
SEAN S SHERWOOD
MATTY SHOVER
DARRYL EDWARD SIDDEL
MATTHEW JAMES SIDDEL
PATRICK SIMMONS
JULIAN SIPPLE
BRIAN A SKIBICKI
REID ALAN SKIBICKI
ROBERT A SKIBICKI, II
RYAN ALVA SKIBICKI
DANIEL P. SMART
BRETT HALL SMITH
CLINTON A. SMITH
JOHN DAVID SMITH, JR.
PATRICK MURRAY SMITH
RICHARD C. SMITH, IV
ROBERT A. SMITH
VICTOR W. SMITH, JR.
CHRIS SOLOMON
HARRY E. SOUTH, JR.
MICHAEL PATRICK SPEARS
JOHN SPELLMAN
DAVID JOSEPH SPISSO
MATTHEW STEVEN STANIC
WILLIAM STANLEY
CHARLES STAPPENBECK
PATRICK MANNING STARLING
JOSEPH J. STEFFEN, JR.
MATTHEW T. STEGIN
CHRISTIAN J STEINMETZ, III
JOSEPH RYAN STRICKLAND
BRIAN GIBSON STRODE
SAMMY STRODE
DONALD W. SULLENS
BRADLEY JAMES SULLIVAN
BRANDON M SULLIVAN
ERIC GRIMES SULLIVAN
THOMAS SULLIVAN
ERNEST ANDREW SURY
STEPHEN NEWELL SWANGER
MICHAEL F. SWEENEY, II
STEPHEN SWINSON

BRYAN TACKETT
MICHAEL M. TAYLOR
THOMAS H. TAYLOR
TIMOTHY TAYLOR
SCOTT TEEPLE
DAVID THOMAS
JOSEPH A. THOMAS
ROBERT H. THOMAS
RYAN THOMPSON
THOMAS S THOMPSON
WILL THURMAN
JOSEPH F TILTON, IV
STEVEN C. TILTON
STEVEN JOSEPH TILTON
BRANDON MICHAEL TODARO
KENNETH LYNN TOOTLE, JR.
L. J. TRAPANI, JR.
CHARLES TUTTLE
RUSSELL PATRICK TYSON
WILLIAM VAN TYSON, IV
RICHARD CALVIN USSERY
GARRETT N VALENTINE
ADAM VAN BRIMMER
RON VOLLMER
RAY THOMAS WADE
WILLIAM R WALKER
STEVIE E. WALL
THOMAS D WALTERS
JAMES J. WARE, SR
CLIFTON PATRICK WATKINS
CHARLES E. WEBBER, JR.
RON WEBBER
CHRISTOPHER EDWARD WEBER
PAUL J. WEBER
JAMES M WEEKS, JR.
DOUGLAS G WELCH
JOSEPH WELCH
OCIE WELCH, III
JOHN CHRISTOPHER WELLS
TIMOTHY J. WELSH
CHARLES W WHALEN
CHRISTOPHER WHELAN
BOB WHITE, III
BOB WHITE, JR.
JULIAN E. WHITE, III
TREY E WHITE
PATRICK WHITTEN
VINCENT MARK WIENIEWITZ
JOHN T. WILCHER
LTC STEPHEN B. WILLIAMS
MICHAEL R. WILLIAMS
BRETT DOUGLAS WILLIAMSON
JAMES P. WILLOUGHBY
ROBERT WILLS
BILLY S. WILSON, JR.
FRED L. WILSON, JR.
JAMES P. WILSON
RANDAL STEVEN WILSON, SR.
RONALD EDWARD WINDERS, JR.
DANIEL B. WINTERS
MICHAEL J. WINTERS
RONALD M. WODKOWSKI
CHRISTOPHER WOIWODE
CHRISTIAN PATRICK WOODBERRY
MATTHEW TAYLOR WOODBERRY
RAYMOND J WOODBERRY
ROBERT CLINE WOOTEN
JAMES LINWOOD WYNN

2026 St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Committee Members
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HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 10AM - 3AM | SUNDAY 10AM - 2AM
21 E. MCDONOUGH ST. | WWW.MCDONOUGHSLOUNGE.COM | 912-233-6136

DOORS OPEN AT 7AM ON PARADE DAY!   

BILLY’S PLACE OPEN AT 1PM

In Loving Memory of 
our Members who we lost this year

Ted Bruce
Walter Corish 
Ken Douberly
George Frank

Dempsey Logue
Billy Manucy
Lewie Poole

Mark Schroeder
Ed Sury 

Don Teston

Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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2023
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Get Lucky with

Start your next sign project today!

LewisSignsCo.com • (912) 623-2686

• Custom Vehicle Wraps – turn every drive into a moving 
billboard.
• High-Quality Banners – durable and eye-catching for 
events, promotions, and storefronts.
• Window & Floor Graphics – attract customers before 
they step inside.
• Custom Decals & Stickers – versatile branding for any 
space.
• Road & Wayfinding Signage – guide your audience 
clearly and confidently.

signs that help your business STAND OUT 
no four-leaf clover required.
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It’s Saint Patrick’s Day 
in Savannah

By A.J. Handiboe
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