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To3n aurvtaneH CO60pPHUK e Cb3jajeH B M3NbJ/HEeHWE Ha
NMpoekt BG-RRP-11.021-0018-CO1 ,llpoekt "CypBa B
ABVKeHMe“- BHejpsiBaHE Ha HOBO [OKOJIeHMe MeCTHU
NONUTUKM 3a kyntypa“ no lNpoueaypa ,HoBO nokoneHve
MeCTHM NOJINTUKN 3a KynTypa 3a roneMm o6wmHN“
dnHaHCMpaH OT EBponenckus Cblo3, Ype3 UHCTPYMeHTa
CnepBawo [llokoneHne EC (NextGenerationEU). UsanaTta
OTrOBOPHOCT 3a CbAbpXaHueTto ce Hocnm oT ObwmHa
MepHMK N NpU HUKaAKBU O6CTOATENCTBA He MOXe Ja ce
cuMTa, 4Ye TO3M [OKYMEeHT oTpas3siBa oduuUManHOTO
CTaHoBMUWe Ha EBponenckua cbio3 1 HaumoHaneH PoHA

»Kyntypa“
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This digital publication has been created in
implementation of Project BG-RRP-11.021-0018-CO01,
“Surva in Motion” Project - implementation of a new
generation of local cultural policies, under the Procedure
“New Generation of Local Cultural Policies for Large
Municipalities”, financed by the European Union through
the NextGenerationEU instrument. Full responsibility for
the content rests with the Municipality of Pernik, and
under no circumstances may this document be considered
to reflect the official position of the European Union or the
National Culture Fund of Bulgaria.
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THE INTERNATIONAL
SURVA FESTIVAL



MeXAyHapoAHUAT dectmBan Ha
MackapagHute nrpu ,,Cypa“ B lepHuK e
Har-aBTOpUTETHATa n3sBa Ha
TPaAVLMNOHHN HAapOAHW UTpuY 1 obunyan ¢
Mackm He camMo B bbarapusa, HO ” B
EBpona. YHMKanHo rno poga cv cbbutue,

KOeTO BCAKka TroAuHa, B MNOC/IeAHMUN
yUKeHJ Ha  sAHyapw, npecb3aBa
AatypalaTta XUNAagoneTus Ha3aj

TPaAnLMA Ha CypBaKapCTBOTO N UTpUTe C
MacKku, CbbUpariku Ha e4HO MACTO rpynu
OT BCUYKU eTHorpapckm panioHU Ha
CTpaHaTa. ExerogHo B Hero y4yacrtear
XUNS4M HOCUTEeNM Ha TpaauumaTta ot
bbnarapma wn roctm ot EBpona, A3ug,
Amepuka n Adpuka. Te ctaBat yacTt oT
He3abpaBuM W 6AACKaB CNeKTakb,
npeHacsLl, B MOAepHN BpeMeHa MarmaTa
Ha ApeBeH ob6bu4yain, NpPoroHsall 3auTe
AyXoBe, 3a Ja 6bae rogmHaTta nbjHa CbC
34paBe, KbCMET U naogopojme.

Festival of
Masquerade Games “Surva” in Pernik is
the most renowned and prominent

The International

manifestation of traditional folk
masquerade rituals and masked
customs not only in Bulgaria, but also in
Europe. This unique cultural event, held
annually on the last weekend of
January, recreates a tradition dating
back thousands of years — the survakari
masquerade — bringing together groups
from all ethnographic regions of the
country. Each year, the festival gathers
thousands of bearers of the tradition
from Bulgaria, as well as participants
and guests from Europe, Asia, the
Americas, and Africa. Together, they
form an impressive and memorable
spectacle that carries the magic of an
ancient ritual into the present day — a
ritual traditionally believed to ward off
evil spirits and to ensure health, good
fortune, and fertility throughout the
year.
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Han-aTpakTMBHUAT  akKUEeHT  Ha
dectmBana e  CbCTe3aTesIHOTO
aedumne Ha MackapagHu rpynu ot
CTpaHaTa n oT YyXX6MHa, CbCTaBeHU
OT WU3MBAHUTENN Ha BCAKAKBa
Bb3pacT — OT Jeua A0 ,BeTepaHu”
Ha Mo Hag 70 roanHn. Te ce aBmXaT
B MUCTUYEH TaHL N PUTbBM W ca
MacKkmpaHu CbC CaMoOBUTHN
KOCTHOMU OT KOXW WIN HapsA3aHW
napuann. HocAT Macku ¢ pora,
onawku n nepa, obopmMeHn KaTto
FNaBnv Ha MPUYYAIVBU CbLLECTBA U
XWUBOTHM MnAawewm nuua. A yact
OT TAX — B 3@aBUCKMOCT OT pPOJIiTa CU
B rpynaTta, ca 3anacaju TexXKWu
3BbHUM OT no Haa 10 kmnorpama
OKOJ10 KpbCTa CW.
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The most visually striking element
of the festival is the competitive
parade of masquerade groups
from Bulgaria and abroad. The
participants range in age from
young children to “veterans” over
seventy years old. Moving in a
distinctive ritual rhythm and
dance, they wear traditional
costumes made of animal skins or
strips of fabric. Their masks are
adorned with horns, tails, feathers,
and stylized representations of
fantastical creatures and animals
with imposing and fearsome
features. Some performers,
depending on their role within the
group, wear heavy bells fastened
around their waists, often weighing
more than ten kilograms.

> "
12000

oy \

THE INTERNATIONAL SURVA FESTIVAL



»,CypBa“ e Han-CTapuaT decTrBan Ha
MackapagHute wurpy B bbarapma. Ton ce
opraHu3npa ot obLurHa MNMepHUK, KaTo MbPBOTO MY
n3gaHvie e Ha 16 aHyapwu 1966 r. OT1 1985 rogmHa e
CbC CTaTyTa Ha MeXAyHapogHO cbbutue. [lpes
roAViHUTEe B OPraHM3auVioHHWsA My KOMWUTET ca
6unn  eaHM OT Han-rofieMmTe KVMeHa Ha
6barapckata KynTypa Kato roneMvsi MamcTop Ha
CbBpeMeHHaTa Xxusonuc — npod. Jeuko Y3yHOB ”
ronemust KkomnosmTop u éonkaopmuct — duauvn
KyTtes.

[Mpe3 1995 r. [llepHUK e npuveT 3a UNeH Ha
depepaumsita Ha eBPOMenckuTe KapHaBaiHU
rpasoBe, a becTMBanbLT e BKIKOYEH B MpexaTa oT
npasHunM Ha PEKI. [llpes 2014 r. cnucaHwue
National Geographic Bkntousa lNepHuk n ,,Cypsa“
B MpecTmXHaTta cn kKnacaumsa 3a CBeTOBHY 3UMHU
Ton gectnHaumn. OT 2015 r. decTmBansT e Moj
3awmTaTta Ha OHECKO 1 3aemMa cBOETO 3aCny>XXeHo
MSACTO CpeJ, CBETOBHOTO KYNTYpHO 6oraTtcTso. Tou
e BK/YEeH B CNWCbKa 3a HemaTepuanHoTo
KyNTypHO HacneiCTBO Ha 4Y0OBeYyecTBOTO MNoA
MeTOo ,HapoaeH npa3sHuK CypoB.a B [epHULLKO®
Mpe3 2026 r. pecTmBansT NpasHyBa 60 rognHmM oT
Cb3JaBaHeTo CU, KaTo BUNENHOTO My U3JaHne e
noa opmnumanHma natpoHax Ha FOHECKO. 3apaau
OrPOMHUA WMHTepec, TOM Lie ce TrpoBeje B
npoAab/keHMe Ha 10 gHM — oT 16 Ao 25 AHyapw,
KaTo gedwmnetata ¢ Mackm ca pasnpejeneHu He B
elVH, a B ABa yukeHAa. XXenaHve 3a y4yacTtue ca
33BN pekopaeH bpoi yyacTHMUM - Hag 13 00O0.
Cpes Tax m Hag 30 uyyxaecTpaHHW rpynn c
HAKONKOCTOTUH YYaCTHULN.
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“Surva” is the oldest masquerade festival in
Bulgaria. It is organized by the Municipality of
Pernik, with its first edition held on 16 January
1966. Since 1985, the festival has held the status
of an international event. Over the years, its
organizing committee has included some of the
most distinguished figures of Bulgarian culture,
among them Professor Dechko Uzunov, a leading
master of modern Bulgarian painting, and Philip
Kutev, an eminent composer and folklorist.

In 1995, Pernik became a member of the
Federation of European Carnival Cities, and the
Surva Festival was included in the Federation’s
network of events. In 2014, National Geographic
magazine ranked Pernik and the Surva Festival
among the world’s top winter destinations. Since
2015, the festival has been under the protection
of UNESCO and has taken its rightful place within
the global cultural heritage of humanity. It is
inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
under the name “The Folk Festival of Surova in
the Pernik Region.”

In 2026, the festival marks the 60th anniversary
of its founding, with its jubilee edition held under
the official patronage of UNESCO. Due to the
exceptional public and international interest, the
festival will take place over a period of ten days —
from 16 to 25 January — with the masquerade
parades scheduled across two separate
weekends. A record number of participants has
applied to take part, exceeding 13,000
performers, including more than 30 international
groups comprising several hundred participants.
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TPAAUUUATA ,CYPBA™

O6unyaar ,Cypsa“ nam ,,CypoBa“, KakTo e M3BeCTeH A0 Kpas Ha MUHaNUAa Bek, e
CBbP3aH C T.Hap. ,NOraHn AHN“ — MPBLCHU AHW, KOUTO ca B nepuoga ot Konega Ao
ViopaaHoBaeH. Cnopes HapoAHUTE BAPBaHWA ToraBa HebeTo e OTBOPEHO, a PasiT U
aAbT Ca C/1IeTn, KOeTo NMpaBn BPeMEeTO ,,MPbCHO® U ,HeKpBbCTeHO® B To3n nepuoj ce
M3NbAHABAT cneynanHn obpean 3a MNPOroHBaHe Ha 3/10TO, MO3HATU KaTo
»,CypBakapcTeo“. To — no Tpaanumsa, ce n3nbiHABa Ha BacumnboBaeH. 1o cTtap cTun
NPa3HMKBLT Ce e Npa3HyBan Ha 14 aHyapw. 3aToBa 1 A0 AeH AHelleH, B HowiTa Ha 13
cpeLdy 14 aHyapw cypBakapcku rpynuv obmnkanat gomoseTe B [epHUK N pernoHa, 3a
A2 VW3rOHAT 311UTe AyxoBe U Aa AoHecaT 3/4paBe N 6epekeT, KaTo 3aAb/KUTENHO Ca
MacKMpaHW.

The custom known as “Surva,” or “Surova,” as it was referred to until the end of
the 20th century, is associated with the so-called “unclean days” — a period
extending from Christmas to Epiphany. According to folk beliefs, during this time
the heavens are open, and heaven and hell are merged, rendering the days
“unclean” and “unchristened.” It is during this period that special ritual practices
intended to ward off evil forces are performed, known as survakari rituals. By
tradition, these are carried out on St. Basil’s Day, which according to the Old Style
calendar was celebrated on 14 January. For this reason, to this day, on the night of
13-14 January, survakari groups go from house to house in Pernik and the
surrounding region, masked and in ritual attire, in order to drive away evil spirits
and bring health and prosperity.
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TPAAUUUATA ,CYPBA™

The ritual dates back thousands of
years, and ethnographers and local
historians have not reached full
consensus regarding its origins. The
most widely accepted view is that, in
the lands of present-day Bulgaria, it
traces its roots to the Thracians and
their veneration of the supreme Sun
God — Sureget, also known as Surgast
or Suroter. According to these beliefs,
each year on the shortest day, 21
December, the deity was reborn and
began to grow stronger, just as the
length of the day itself increased. It is
believed that the word “Surva”
derives from the root of the god’s
name (sur — meaning “bright” or
“radiant”).

ObpeabT faTvpa XUNALONETUS Has3aj
BbB BpeEMEeTO, KaTo eTHorpaoute W
KpaeBeauTe BCe OLLe He ca AOCTUTHaNN
A0 Mb/leH KOHCEHCYC 3a KOpPeHUTe My.
Haln-pa3npocTtpaHeHo e MHeHVeTo, ye
Mo HalMTe 3eMU BOAWN HAYanoTo Cu OT
Tpakute ©N TAXHaTa MNOYUT KbM
BbpxoBHUA bor-ChbHue - Cyperer,
HapuyaH ouwe Cypract u CypoTep.
Cnopes BspBaHMATaA 1M, BCSIKA rOANHA,
B HaW-KbCus AeH — 21 aekeMBpu, TOW
ce e npepaxgan M e 3ano4ysan JAa
pacTe, KaKTO e pacTan U ageHAT. CunTta
ce, Ye gymaTta ,CypBa“ nAaBa OT KOpeHa
Ha MeTO MY (Cyp-CBeTBb/, APBK).
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TPAAUUUATA ,CYPBA™

CamaTa MackapagHa obpegHocT e
No3HaTa BbB BCUYKM pPaVOHW Ha
bbnrapuda. B pasnnyHuTe 4acty Ha
CTpaHata obaye puTyansT ce e
N3NB/IHABA B Pa3/INYHN Nepunoan B
AHNTe oT Konega p[0 BenunkaeH,
CBbpP3aHM C Bb3paxAaHeTo Ha
npupogata. OcBeH npe3 ,MpbCHUTE
AHN“ 0KO/M0 HoBa rogvHa,
MacKapagHu Urpu e NMasno CbLLO Taka
npes CupHaTta Hegena wn npes
TogopoBata Hegens (nocnegHaTa
cegMmua npegn M nNbpBaTa oOT
BenunkgeHcknte noctn). ToBa e n eaHa
OT NPUYNHUTE TpynunTe, yyacTBalLn B
obpeaHns puTyan, Aa HOCAT
pa3ninyHN  unmMeHa. B 3anagHa
bbarapua nrpaewmte 1M3nm3aT oKoa0
HOBOTrOAMLLUHNTE MpasHULUW, KaTo B
MNepHUK © obnactra Te ce Hapwuuat
»,cypBakapu“. B bnaroesrpag u
permoHa Ha baHcko, Pasnor wu
AobprHULWEe HOCAT nmeTo Habyrepw.
B KrcteHgmuncko ca pxamanapu. B
3TOuHa bbarapusa n no-cneymanHo B
Am60ncKo, MasapaXumLko n
[noBAMBCKO Te ca MNO3HAaTU KaTo
KyKepu, KaTto 3a TAX Ca XapakTepHu
NPeAnpPoOsIETHUTE UTPU C MaCKU U

pasnrpaBaHeTo Ha pUTyanHo
3d0paBaHe.
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TPAAUUUATA ,CYPBA™

Masquerade ritual practices are
known throughout all regions of
Bulgaria. In different parts of the
country, however, the ritual has
traditionally been performed at
various times between Christmas
and Easter, all associated with the
rebirth of nature. In addition to the
“unclean days” around the New Year,
masquerade games were also
performed on Forgiveness Sunday
and on Todorovden. This diversity is
one of the reasons why the ritual
performers bear different names in
different  regions. In  Western
Bulgaria, the performers appear
around the New Year celebrations
and in Pernik and its region are
known as survakari. In the
Blagoevgrad region and in Bansko,
Razlog, and Dobrinishte, they are
known as babugeri. In the Kyustendil
region, they are called jamalari. In
Eastern Bulgaria — particularly in the
regions of Yambol, Pazardzhik, and
Plovdiv — they are known as kukeri
and are characterised by pre-spring
masquerade games and  the
enactment of a ritual ploughing.
a4 e
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TPAAUUUATA ,CYPBA™

B 3aBuUCMMOCT OT pervoHuTe, uMa
pasnmMka W B Ha4yMHa, MO KOWTO ce
MackmpaT. Bcuukm Te obaue ca

obeauHeHN OT efHa 1 Cblla TPaaNLNS —
N3IN3aHETO 1 TaHUMUTe UM Ca CBbP3aHu
CbC CMfAHaTa Ha CTapata W HoOBaTa
rognHa 1 ¢ HabAMXXaBaLOTO CbOyXAaHe
Ha NpupoAaTa, a yyacTHUUMTe B obpesa
HOCAT NoOXenaHusa 3a 6orata pekonTa,
34paBe 1 NaoAopoame U npu xopaTa, v
npn XuBoTHUTe. CuUMBOAMKATA UM e
HacoyeHa KbM MPOroHBaHe Ha 3auTe
CUAN 1 NOAroTBAHE 3@ HOBO Hauaso.
CamaTta urpa e MUCTUYHO eAVNHCTBO Ha
pPUTBM, 3BYK 1 6arpu.

Depending on the region, there are also
differences in the manner of masking
and costuming. All of these practices,

however, are united by the same
underlying  tradition:  the  ritual
performances and dances are

associated with the transition from the
old year to the new and with the
approaching awakening of nature. The
participants carry blessings for a rich
harvest, health, and fertility — for both
people and animals. Their symbolism is
directed towards driving away evil
forces and preparing for a new
beginning. The ritual represents a

mystical unity of rhythm, sound, and
colour.
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TPAAUUUATA ,CYPBA™

MackmpaHute MbXe ce ABMXAT CbC
cneundumyHa CTBLMKA, HOCAT
BHYLUUTE/IHN MackM W CaMOBUTHN
KOCTIOMW W Orf1IacAT Cenuniata cu CbC
CTOTULUW  3BBHUMW, MpuUMeceHn C
HapunyaHua u 6bnarocnoBun. Marus,
KOATO BCAKa roaviHa MexayHapoaHWAT
dectmean »,CypBa“ eANHCTBEH
npecb3faBa B UANOCT, CbOMpanky Ha
efHO MACTO XUNAAM  HOCUTeNuU Ha
TPagumMATa OT BCUYKW eTHorpadpckm
panioHn Ha bbarapus.

Masked men move with a distinctive
step, wear imposing masks and
traditional costumes, and fill their
settlements with the sound of hundreds
of bells, accompanied by ritual chants
and blessings. This complete ritual
experience is uniquely recreated each
year by the International Surva Festival,
which brings together thousands of
bearers of the tradition from all
ethnographic regions of Bulgaria.
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CYPBAKAPHTE H TEXHHTE NEPCOHAXH H MACKH

MNepHUK e ob6nacTTa, B KOATO TPAANLMATA
Ha CypBakapCTBOTO He CaMOo MNPoAb/IKaBa
Aa € XMBa, HO U NOCTOSAHHO Ce pa3BUBa.
O6wo 55 cena ot obnactra Ha [lMepHuK
MMAT COBCTBEHW Tpynun, U3MbAHSABALLN
obpesa, kKonTo HabposiBaT OT noHe 50 Ao
Haa 100 aywiw.

Cnopeg, eTHorpadun, Ao Hayanoto Ha XX
BeK Ca Ce Mackmpanan caMo MbXe, Mpw

TOBa - HaW-Beye epreHn, TbW KaTo
obpeabT € nNpsSko CBbp3aH U C
Bb3MPOM3BOACTBOTO. A OTTaM — U C

XeHuntbaTta. VMMeHHO 3aTtoBa, OCO6eHOo
XapakTepHO 3a cypBakapuTte e
pasurpaBaHeTo Ha pwuTyana ,cBaTba“ no
BpeMe Ha U3MbJ/IHABaHeTO Ha obpeja.

Pernik is the region in which the
survakari tradition has not only
remained alive, but has also continued
to develop. A total of 55 villages in the
Pernik region maintain their own ritual
groups, each numbering between at
least 50 and more than 100 participants.
According to ethnographers, until the
beginning of the 20th century, the
masquerade ritual was performed
exclusively by men, primarily unmarried
men, as the custom is directly linked to
ideas of reproduction and marriage. For
this reason, the enactment of a symbolic
wedding is a particularly characteristic
element of the survakari ritual.

THE SURVARARI AND THEIR CHARACTERS AND MASKS




CYPBAKAPHTE H TEXHHTE MEPCOHAXH H MACKH

B Haww AHW, KOraTto TpaguumaTa e cbyeTaHa 1 C KapHaBasieH XxapakTep, MacoBoO
ce MackmpaT He CaMO MbXe OT BCUYKM Bb3PacTu, HO CbLLO Taka 1 XXeHW 1 geua.
B HAKOW OT cenuvLiata nmMa 1 ronemMu 4eTcku rpynu ¢ oTAeNHN NepCoOHaXm, KOUTO
Aybnmpat Tes3u Ha ronemuTe.
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Today, as the tradition has also acquired a carnival character, the ritual
involves men of all ages, as well as women and children. In some settlements,
there are large children’s groups with distinct characters that mirror those of
the adult performers.
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CYPBAKAPHTE H TEXHHTE MEPCOHAXH H MACKH

OCHOBHV MOMEHTW OT 0bpeaHUs
puTyan ca o0bxoxaaHeTo Ha
CeIMLETO W MOCeLeHeTo Ha
BCAKA Kblla MOOTAENIHO, KAaKTO W
KONeKTBHATa WUrpa Ha Ccenckus
naowaa. KoctrommTte ca rmaBHO 2
TMNa — CaMO OT KOXW WAu OT
Haps3aHW napuanuv, a MackuTte ca
opopMeHV KATO [aBM  Ha
NpUYyaNNBU CbLUecTBa n
XVBOTHM C naawewy namua wu
CTbpyalm 36K, C pora, OnaLlKu,
Tpakawm K/JOHOBE WX  KaTo
HauyepHeHO /uue, BbPXY KOETO
Morat ga 6baaT npukpeneHu
MycTaum v 6paja OT BbJHA,
KOHUM WUan kKoHon. B paiioHa Ha
[epHMK MackuTe ca m3paboTteHwu
OT KOXW Ha OBLEe 1 KO3U, Kpuie u
nepa oT AOMaLUHW NTULW, pora u
LapeBMyHa Wyma. Ha apyru
MecTa Te ce npaBAT OT CYKHO,
BbJIHEHa MpexXaa, MbHUCTA, CyXU
pacTeHVUss ©N XapTUeHW LuBeTS.
YuactHuyute n3paboresat
MackmMTe CM CaMu UK C NOMOLLTA
Ha YTBbpPAEHW B  CeNULLEeTO
MaricTopy, a caMuUAT npouec e
C/IOXEH W rpaHuyu ¢ putyan. 3a
Ja Cce noAaAbpXa MMUCTUKATA,
BbHLWHW Habnatogatenn He ce
A0MnycKaT A0 Hero.
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CYPBAKAPHTE H TEXHHTE NMEPCOHAXH W MACKH
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Key elements of the ritual include
the procession through the
settlement, visits to each
household, and the collective
performance on the village square.
The costumes are generally of two
main types — made entirely of
animal skins or of strips of fabric.
The masks are shaped as the heads
of fantastical creatures and
animals, with fearsome faces,
protruding teeth, horns, tails, and
clattering beaks, or as darkened
faces with attached moustaches
and beards made of wool, thread,
or hemp. In the Pernik region, masks
are traditionally made from sheep
and goat skins, wings and feathers
of domestic birds, horns, and corn
husks. In other regions, they are
made from felt, woollen vyarn,
beads, dried plants, and paper
flowers. Participants craft their
masks themselves or with the
assistance of established local
craftsmen. The process itself is
complex and ritualised, and in
order to preserve its mystique,
external  observers are not
permitted.
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CYPBAKAPHTE H TEXHHTE NMEPCOHAXH W MACKH

Bcsika cypBakapcka rpyna BKIOYBa pas/iNyHm
NepcoHaxmn. 3aab/KUTeNHUTe cpej TAX ca
6rontokbalnaTa, bynkata M MAaL0XeHeLubT,
nonbT, MeuykaTta C Meuykapsa W 3BbHYape.
YectTo npucbCTBa CbWO 06pa3bT  Ha
LMraHuTe, KaTo YY4aCTHUKBT, MackMpaH KaTto
UMraHka, 3aAab/DKUTENHO HOCW  MJieTeHa
KOLLUHMLA C KyKna B Hes. B rpynarta vma CbLLUo
n 6anpaktap, KOMTO HOCKU TPaANLUNOHHOTO
CBAaT6EHO 3HaMe, KakTO W CbNbTCTBALLW
nepcoHaxm kaTto nekapw, 6aba wn pgapo,
CBeKbp 1 CBEKBbPBA Hanpumep.

- P ~’ \ 4 hﬁ
‘
Each survakari group includes a range of ' : . .
characters. Obligatory figures include the
bulyukbashiya (group leader), the bride and r 2
groom, the priest, the bear and the bear -
1

leader, and the bell-wearers. Often, the roles
of Gypsies" are included, with the performer
portraying the Gypsy woman invariably
carrying a woven basket containing a doll.
The group also includes a flag-bearer
(Bayraktar) who carries the traditional
wedding banner, alongside supporting
characters such as doctors and the parents
of the newlyweds.
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CYPBAKAPHTE H TEXHHTE NMEPCOHAXH W MACKH
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CYPBAKAPHTE H TEXHHTE NEPCOHAXH H MACKH

bIOAIOKBALLKATA

BrontokbawwmaTa e BOAAYUBT Ha
cypBakapuTte. Tol e obnieyeH B gpexuTe
Ha BOeBOJA W PBKOBOAW W3SABUTE Ha
rpynata. Makap TOoM JAa € YOBeKwbT,
KOMTO PBKOBOAW Y4YacTHUUUTE, He e
3a4b/DKNTENHO A € HAaN-Bb3PaCcTHUAT B
rpynata. VMima cnyyam, B KOUTO B Tasu
pons BAX3aT U AeLla.
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THE BULYUHBASHIYA

The bulyukbashiya is the leader of the
survakari group. He is dressed in the
attire of a voivode and directs the
group’s performances. Although he
leads the participants, he is not
necessarily the oldest member of the
group; in some cases, this role is
assumed by children.
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bYAKATA N MARAOXERELLDT - =~ ¢ 7 aema e s

Makap Beue Aa He ce cNa3Ba TO/KOBa Pras
CbBECTHO, TPAANLINATA NOBENABA, KaKTO ¢
pONATa Ha MNafoXeHeLa, Taka U Tasu Ha  *
6ynKkaTa Aa ce N3Mb/HABAT OT MbXe. Te  *
ca 06/1eUeH B HOCUU, KaTo HeBecTaTa -
e 3abyneHa 1 npeMeHeHa C UbpByIn. <
MpeBbLNABbLLABAHETO Ha MBX B PONISTa

Ha 6ynkaTa e CBbP3aHo C ApeBHUTE

PUTyasn 3a NPOroHBaHe Ha 31070, ~ ° A
NPV KOUTO XEHCKOTO Hauano e R
NPeACTaBeHO B MBbXKa GUrypa, 3a A4 '
ce 3aCMIM Marmyeckata cunaHa |« =/
obpega. :

THE BRIDE AND
THE GROOM

Traditionally, both the roles of
the groom and the bride are (&
performed by men, although &
this rule is no longer observed &=
as strictly today. They are dressed
in traditional folk costumes, with the
bride veiled and wearing tsarvuli. The
portrayal of the bride by a man is linked
to ancient rituals for driving away evil, in
which the female principle is embodied
in a male figure in order to enhance the
ritual’s magical power.
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MEYKATA C
MEUKAPA

TaxHaTa pons BHaca KONopuTt
B obpesa. Meukapatr csBupu
Ha IbAylka, a MbXbT,
MacKMpaH KaTo mMeuka, ,rasm
cTonaHMTe Ha Agoma  3a
3apaBe. Mrpata um e cpej
OCHOBHUTE aTpakumu,
npeacTaBAHU oT
CypBakapcKkuTe rpynu.

e, .
30 0y
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THE BEAR AND
THE BEAR KEEPER

Their role adds vivid colour
to the ritual. The bear leader
plays the gadulka, while the
man masked as a bear
symbolically "tramples" the
household members  to
bestow health. Their
performance is among the
main attractions presented
by the survakari groups.

THE SURVARARI AND THEIR CHARACTERS AND MASKS
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Yol 0002 NI0ND

To BeHYaBa MNaf0XeHLMTe BbB
BCEKW OT MoceTeHuTe OT rpynara
AomoBe. [lepCOHaXbT BUHaru
HOCW KaHAMO C /I0Ta YyLlKa Uamn
MeH4e C BOJa U KJIOHKa YemMLuump,
a BapuaHTuUTe 3a nyb6smkarta ca
ABa — WM ja 6bAaT oKajeHwU,
NN HAMOKpPEeHW 3a 34paBe.

A

THE PRIEST

The Priest performs a symbolic
wedding ceremony for the
newlyweds in every home
visited by the group. The
character carries a censer
containing a hot pepper or a
) copper vessel (menche) with
water and a boxwood branch.
Spectators are either ritually
"blessed" with incense or
sprinkled with water to ensure
good health.
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3BbHYAPE T

B MMHanoTo Te ca ce Hapu4danu ctapuw,
HO B Hawwy AHW Cca MOo3HAaTM KaTto
3BbHYape. ToBa VMe HOCAT camo
cypBakapuTe, KOUTO ca 061eYeHN B KOXU
M napuanym Uu HOCAT TeXKW YaHOoBe,
gocturawm  fo  Tterno ot Hag 10
Kusiorpama. Te HOCAT Macku, n3paboTteHn
OT AbPBO, KOXa N pora Ha XUBOTHUN WU
NbK JINKOBE, KOWUTO MOHAKOra gocturaT
AO BUWCOYMHaA OT 2-3 MeTpa U ca
HaseneHn c nepa N Kpwaa Ha AOMaLUHN
NTMUKM. TaxHaTa ponsd e Ja MporoHsaT
310TO OT KbLUMUTE CbC CUIHWUA 3BYK OT
3BbHUWTE, KOUTO  HOCAT WU  CbC
CTPaxoBUTUTE C/ INKOBE.

THE BELL-WEARERS

In the past, known as startsi (elders),
today they are referred to as Zvonchare
(Bell-wearers). This designation applies
to survakari dressed in skins and strips
of fabric who wear heavy bells, often
exceeding ten kilograms in weight. They
wear masks made of wood, leather, and
animal horns, or towering mask
constructions reaching up to two or
three metres in height, adorned with
feathers and wings of domestic birds.
Their role is to drive away evil through
the powerful sound of the bells and the
intimidating appearance of their masks. < ) |
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(DECTHBAADBT MPE3 TOAHHHTE

1966T.

®ectmBansTt ,,CypBa“ B lNepHuK e
cb3jajeH no ugea Ha MoppgaH
(JaH4o) Hwukonos, xopeorpad B
OKPBXHUA CbBET MO KynTypa.
Mpe3 1965 r. Ton npeanara ga ce
Hanpasu CbbUTME, Ha KoeTo Aa

6bAaT npeAcCTaBeHM
MackapagHuUTe rpynn OT BCUYKU
eTHorpadpCku obnactun Ha

bbnrapua. Taka, Ha 16 AHyapwu
1966 r. e npoBeAeH NbLPBUAT

HauwvoHaneH decTtmBan Ha
cypBakapute U1 Kykepute B
MNepHKK.

1966

The Surva Festival in Pernik was
established on the initiative of
Yordan (Dancho) Nikolov,
choreographer at the District
Council for Culture. In 1965, he
proposed the organization of an
event that would present
masquerade groups from all
ethnographic regions of
Bulgaria. Thus, on 16 January
1966, the first National Festival
of Survakari and Kukeri was held
in Pernik.

Vo
\

OHC — ora. ,Kyarypa m makyereo®, OK uwa OO, OCIC, OK wa AKMC

[p. TEPAKHK

3a pasusera M [M0-BATATHIIHOTO OCMHCASBAEE KA HADOAHHTE Tpa-

AULNM ¥ B uecT Ha uabopute, Bro. [[2pHuk va 14. [. 1066 T. 1mIe ce MpoBeAe

[O71M ECTHBAN HA CYPBAHAPUTE-HYREPH

or MlNepwumkyu okpsr v npeasrasmreann kykepckm rpymm or apyra ok-

po3d. llecrenero ma kykepure me samoume B 14 waca or Asopeua Ha

kyarypara, a kykepckure mrpm me cramar na CTAAMOHA HA MYPA
Kauum Bu A1 mpHchcTBYBATE HA TOSW OPYTHHAAEH DECTHBAA.

Orzer ,Kyarypa m makycrso® — ONC Mepauk

Copaska: Baaskose 3a [leprnk ot Coora mMa cyTpmE B 535, 6:58 # 930 zaca
a peficose, kouro TPRrBAT o mnAowmad , Makeaonnga' B Cocud Ha

deka fIOAOBHH 4Yac.

AR IATT o

ST Ay IR STy

THE FESTIVAL THROUGH THE YEARS




RMC - NIEPKAK

R

—— e —r]

e . . e S L

SR e

RYNTYPA W H3KYCTBO™ - OK HA 0@, OCAC, OK 1

e e I

ORC - GTOEN |,

el rle

14
HYAPH

1966 r.
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NOKAHBA (E TPAMX O AH-
(TBOTO A NOCETH MACOBO
DECTUBANA, .

HAYAnO 14 YACA gXOA CBOEOAEH
CTAAHMOH HA MHPA



(DECTHBAADT NPE3 TOAHHHTE

NoppaH (JaHuo)
Hukonos

Xopeorpad, XyAoXecTBeH pbKoBOAUTEN W
ekcnepT B obnactta Ha KyntypaTa, WopaaH
(JaH4yo) Hnkonos e pogeH Ha 30 HoemBpu 1910
r. B KrocteHaun. LlennaTt My XXMBOT e CBbp3aH C
TaHua. Oule KaTto Y4YeHUK Cb3jaBa LLKONCKA
Tpyna. [llpes 1937 r. ocHoBaBa ApYy>eCcTBOTO
»,CeasdaHKa®, KoeTo B NOoCNeACTBYE NPpeMNHaBa KbM
AHcambbn  ,Cpegeu’, UMATO  XYAOXECTBEH
pbkoBoauTen crtaBa. [lpe3 1938 aHcaMbBABLT
3ano4Ba fa obukansa ydpexaeHuaTta B Codusa c
obnuyante ,KonepgyBaHe®, ,JlazapyBaHe“ WU
»,3aroBe3HN“ N opraHm3npa KyKepckn wurpm B
ctonuuarta. MackmTte 3a TAX ca M3paboTeHU oT
npo¢. [euko Y3yHoB. AHCaMb6BABT NMPoAb/KaBa
pabotata cv 1 npe3 BTtopaTa cBeTOBHa BOWHA,
KaTo Npuv 061KONKNTE Cn cbbupa nHPopmauus 3a
TaHUM ©n obuyan. HwukonosB wum3gupBa W
Bb3CTaHOBABa Npe3 roAguvHuUTe 3abpaBeHn

¢

obnyanm kato ,lMpemys® ,Jlazapkn oT JIoAUHS
,CTapuHHa ceatba“, ,EHboBAeH, ,TogopoBAEH" 1
»KbTBa B [lepHuK rpasa“. YmMumpa Ha 29 oKToMBpWU
1992 r. B ctonnuata. lNMpe3 2004 r. NOCMBLPTHO €

0651BeH 3a NoyeTeH rpaxaaHuH Ha [MepHUK.
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Yordan (Dancho)
Nikolov

A choreographer, artistic director, and cultural
expert, Yordan (Dancho) Nikolov was born on
November 30, 1910, in Kyustendil. His entire life
was dedicated to dance. He established his first
school troupe while still a student. In 1937, he
founded the "Sedyanka" Society, which later
joined the "Sredets" Ensemble, where he served
as artistic director.

In 1938, the ensemble began touring institutions
in Sofia, presenting the traditional customs of
Koledouvane (Christmas caroling), Lazarouvane,
and Zagovezni, and organizing Kukeri
performances in the capital. The masks for these
performances were created by Prof. Dechko
Uzunov.

The ensemble continued its activities during
World War I, collecting information on traditional
dances and customs during its tours. Over the
years, Nikolov researched and revived forgotten
customs such as Premuz, Lazarki from Lyulin, Old
Wedding, Enyovden, Todorovden, and Harvest in
the Town of Pernik. He passed away on 29
October 1992 in Sofia. In 2004, he was
posthumously declared an Honorary Citizen of
Pernik.
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1985 .

MNpe3 1985 r., aeBeTHaMceT TrOANHU
cnes Cb3jaBaHeTo cu, decTMBanbLT
noslyd4aBa CTaTyT Ha MeXAyHapOoAeH.
OcmoTOo My n3aaHve ce nposexaa oT 19
AO 22 dAHyapu B CMNOpPTeH KOMMJeKC
,CTagnoH Ha wmupa“ B [lepHUK.
Yuactat 71 rpynu n obuw,o 2800 ayLiw.
3a MbPBU NBT MMa U YYXAECTPaHHO
yyactue — rpynu 3a mMackapagHu nrpwu
oT YexocnoBakma wn oOT YHrapus.
FocTyBaT N eTHOrpadum n GoNKNopPUCTA
oT /7 JAbpXasu AaHunga, CALL,
XonaHana, Yexocnosakua, [lonwwa,
YHrapusa n dnoHus.
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In 1985, nineteen years after its
establishment, the festival was

granted international status. Its eighth
edition took place from 19 to 22
January at the Peace Stadium in
Pernik. The event featured 71 groups
totaling 2,800 participants. For the
first time, the festival welcomed
international masquerade groups from
Czechoslovakia and Hungary. It was
also attended by ethnographers and
folklorists from seven countries:
Denmark, the USA, the Netherlands,
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, and
Japan.
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1995 r.

Ha 1 anyapwn 1995 r. lNepHUK cTaBa
yneH Ha PepepauymaTa Ha
eBpOonencknTe KapHaBaHMN rpagose
W e BKIWYEeH B MpexaTta oT
npasHun Ha PEKI. degepauvdara e
OoCHOBaHa Ha 11 oktomBpw 1980 r. B
Jllokcembypr, HO B nocneacTeme
cejannuieto M ce  Mectm B
AmcTtepgam, HwuaepnaHana. HeunH
AbroroguleH npesnaeHT hile)
CMBpPTTa My npe3 2018 r. e XeHpu
BaH Aep KpooH. Cpea uneHoBeTe Ha
®EKI e wn BeHeuua ¢ HeWHUs
KapHaBann.

1995

On 1 January 1995, Pernik became a
member of the Federation of
European Carnival Cities (FECC) and
was included in the federation’s
network of festivals. The Federation
was founded on 11 October 1980 in
Luxembourg; its headquarters were
later relocated to Amsterdam, the
Netherlands. Its long-serving
president until his death in 2018
was Henry van der Kroon. Among
FECC members is also Venice, with
its carnival.
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XeHpw
BaH gep KpooH

OcHoBHaTa 3acnyra 3a nprviemMaHeTo Ha lepHuK
n ®ectneana ,Cypsa“ 3a uneH Ha PegepaumdaTa
Ha eBpOrencKknTe KapHaBas/IHW rpajoBe e Ha
ABArOrognNLLIHNA npeacepaten Ha
opraHmsaumdaTa XeHpu BaH Jgep KpooH.
\3BecTeH KaTo ,,KpandaT Ha KapHaBanmTe® rnpes
2004 r. ToV e 0b6siBeH 3a No4YeTeH rpaXkjaHuH
Ha lMepHUK. Mpe3 2013 r. BaH aep KpooH gapwu
Ha rpaja yHuKanHaTta cu konekuwusa ot 148
MeJanwn, MoJiyyeHN OT Hero OT pPas3/INYHU
KapHaBann B EBpona wn cBeta. [lpwu
LepeMoHUATa, Ha KOSATO 06sBABa peLlueHneTo
3a JapeHuneTo W, TOW nNojyeptaBa, uye e
Habnogasan  CTOTUUN LepeMoHunn no
OTKpVBaHe Ha ¢ecTmBanu No CBeTa, HO TOB3,
KoeTo e BuAAn B [lepHuK, ,MOXe fa ce BUAMU
camo B Hio VMopk, BepanH un JloHgoH* MMpe3
2017 r., roaviHa npean KOH4YMHaTa My, rpagbT
nojlydaBa KaTo AapeHune 1 uanata My Konekuus
OT KapHaBanHu Tpodpen — CUMBOAU, BUMMENWU,
Kynu, KapTUHWU N Apyry nNpeaMeTun, cCbobunpaHu
OT Hero npv 0bnKonkMTe My No ceeTa.
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Henry
van der Kroon

The principal contribution to the admission of
Pernik and the Surva Festival to the
Federation of European Carnival Cities was
made by the organization’s long-standing
president, Henry van der Kroon. Known as the
“King of Carnivals,” he was declared an
Honorary Citizen of Pernik in 2004.

In 2013, Van der Kroon donated to the city his
unique collection of 148 medals, received
from various carnivals across Europe and the
world. During the ceremony announcing his
decision, he emphasized that he had
witnessed hundreds of festival opening
ceremonies worldwide, but what he had seen
in Pernik “can only be seen in New York,
Berlin, and London.”

In 2017, one year before his death, the city
also received as a donation his entire
collection of carnival trophies—symbols,
pennants, cups, paintings, and other items
collected during his travels around the world.
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2000rr. ¢ A

OT 13-T0 1 wn3paHme npes 2600 r.
dectvBansbT OoPULUMANHO HOCKU UMETOo
MexayHapoaeH dectmBan Ha
mMackapagHute wurpn ,Cypsa“. B Hero
yyactBaT Hag 3500 paywwm ot 78
6BArapckn rpynm n 9 rpynm ot YyKbuHa.
UyxxgectpaHHUTE  yyaCTHUUM ca  OT
MNopTtyranns, Mepumsa, AnoHUS, YKpariHa,
Pycua, lMonwa, CnoseHna v Ervnet. B
Kpas Ha dectnBana npesngeHTbT Ha
®EKI nonyyaBa wadeteH 3HaK -
AbpBeHa nnactmka, wu3paborteHa oOT
XypoxHuka déunnmn Cegedues, ¢ ngedata
[0 Kpas Ha rogvHata Tou pa 6bae
npesaBaH M3 OCTaHaAUTe KapHaBaJHU
rpasose, uneHose Ha PegepaumdaTa.

- 2000

From its 13th edition in 2000 onward,
the festival officially adopted the name
International Festival of Masquerade
Games “Surva” More than 3,500
participants took part, representing 78
Bulgarian groups and nine international
groups. The foreign participants came
from Portugal, Greece, Japan, Ukraine,
Russia, Poland, Slovenia, and Egypt.

At the end of the festival, the President
of FECC received a ceremonial relay
symbol—a wooden sculpture created by
artist Filip Sedefchev—intended to be
passed throughout the year among the
other carnival cities that are members
of the Federation.
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2008r

Or 2008 r. MexayHapogHUAT
(])eCTI/IBaﬂ Ha MackapajHute wurpu
,CypBa“ ce rnpoBexaa exXerogHo B
MNepHUK B nNoOCNeAHUA YUKeHJ Ha
AHyapu. [onpegn ToBa TOUW ce e
opraHv3npan Ha pABe roAuvHW, a B
CaMOTO MY Hayasio — N Ha Mo-rofigam
nepviog oT Bpeme. PectmBansLT A0
TakaBa CTeneH ce e paspacHain, ye
npes 2008 r. B oTpa3saBaHeToO My B
MeXAYHapOAHNA  NpecueHTbp Ha
cbbuTneTo ca akpeautupaHu 300
XYpPHannCTu, cpes KOUTO
npeacrasutenn Ha BBC, paguo
France International, Associated
Press 1 National Geographic.

2008

Since 2008, the International
Festival of Masquerade Games
“Surva” has been held annually in
Pernik on the last weekend of
January. Prior to that, it had been
organized every two years, and in its
early years, at even longer intervals.
The festival expanded to such an
extent that in 2008, 300 journalists
were accredited at the event’s
international press center, including
representatives of BBC, Radio France
Internationale, Associated Press, and
National Geographic.

THE FESTIVAL THROUGH THE YEARS



(DECTHBAADBT MPE3 TOAHHHTE

. y

g

2009r.

»
L
4

L |

MNpe3 2009 r. NepHUK e obsiBeH 3a
EBponericka cToNMUa Ha
cypBakapute 1 MackapagHuTe Urpwu.
Taka, bnarogapeHue Ha ¢ecTvBana
,CypBa“ ce  npesBpbLLa BbB
decTrBaneH LUeHTHLP Ha EBpona. [Be
roguHN no-kbcHOo - npe3 2011 r.,
CTaBa N AOMakMH Ha Awec HaTtanuc
(FECC Gala Dies Natalis) -
MeXAyHapozeH ¢opymMm, nposexjaH
BCAKA roAgviHa Ha poxjaeHus AeH Ha
depepaumaTa  Ha eBponerickuTe
decTvBanHn rpajoBe, B  KOWUTO
yyacTme B3emaTt NpeacTaBuTeny Ha
BCUYKWM YneHoBe Ha PEKT.
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2009 %agn

0
-
In 2009, Pernik was declared the
European Capital of Survakari
and Masquerade Games. Thus,
thanks to the Surva Festival, the
city became a festival center in
Europe.

Two years later, in 2011, Pernik
hosted the Dies Natalis (FECC
Gala Dies Natalis)—an
international forum held
annually on the anniversary of
the Federation of European
Carnival Cities, with
participation from
representatives of all FECC
member cities.
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2014 . 7 sy

MNepHnk wn ¢ectmBanst ,CypBa“
B/IN3aT B KnacauuaTa Ha crmcaHuve
National Geographic 3a CBeTOBHU
3UMHMN TOMN JecTuHauun. B Hed
BAM3at obuwo 15 nokauunm, KaTo
npes 2014 r. 1A e ¢oKycrpaHa
BbpXYy MecTa, npeanarawm
aBTEHTUYHO U3XMBSABaHe — 610 TO
ypes TPagMUMOHHW  pecTmBanu
Kato TO3M B [lepHWK wmnn upes
cneundmnyHa npupoaHa KpacoTa.
Taka, B cnucbka nonagaTt CbLUO
bennsz  3a nobutenute Ha
rMypkaHeto, Hoa 3enaHana -
3apagu nHrtepeca KbM GUAMOBUTE
nokauum  oT  ¢peHTBL3IU  dumMa
SX0bUTY  umato npemuvepa e
npeauvwiHaTa roguHa mn Etvonuna -
3apaan KynTypHuTe Cv npasHuuM v
ApeBHaTa uctopud. lNMak npes 2014
r., 3apagn ,Cypa“, Ha [llepHuK e
npucbAeHO 3BaHMeTo [la3nTten Ha
Tpaanunnte ot AcoumaumaTa 3a
pasBuTVE Ha U3KyCTBaTa.
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2014

Pernik and the Surva Festival were
included in National Geographic
magazine’s ranking of Top Winter
Destinations in the World. The list
comprised 15 locations and, in
2014, focused on destinations
offering authentic experiences—
either through traditional festivals
such as the one in Pernik or
through distinctive natural beauty.
Other destinations on the list
included Belize  for  diving
enthusiasts, New Zealand for its
film locations from The Hobbit,
released the previous year, and
Ethiopia for its cultural
celebrations and ancient history. In
the same year, Pernik was awarded
the title Guardian of Traditions by
the Association for the
Development of the Arts, in
recognition of the Surva Festival.
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2015 .

Ha 2 paexkemBpn 2015 .
dectmBansT ,,CypBa“ BNM3a B
MpeacTaBUTENHNA CNNCHK Ha
KOHECKO 3a
HemMaTepuasiHOTO  KY/TYpPHO
HacneACTBO HAa YOBEYEeCTBOTO
N CTaBa 4acT OT CBETOBHOTO
KynTypHO 6oratcTtBo. ToBa e
OrPOMHO  NpU3HaHMe 33
HeroBsaTa YHUKAJIHOCT,
NPMHOCA My KbM OMna3BaHe n
npeAcTaBsHe Ha TpaguuuuTte
N HyXpata fAa 6bge noj
3aKkpwnaTa Ha

opraHusauuarta. Ha canTa Ha
FOHECKO  ¢ectmBanst e
3anmcaH CbC CTAapoTO CU 1Me,
C KoeTo e m3BecteH 40 90-Te
roAVHMN Ha MWHaNNa BeK -
,CypoBa“
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2015

On 2 December 2015, the
Surva Festival was inscribed
on UNESCO’s Representative
List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of
Humanity, becoming part of
the world’s cultural heritage.
This recognition
acknowledged the festival’s
uniqueness, its contribution
to the preservation and
presentation of traditions,
and the need for its
safeguarding.

On the UNESCO website, the

festival is listed under its
former name, by which it
was known until the 1990s
—“Surova’”
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FOHECKO NN PECTUBAJTBT CYPBA

Mpe3 2006 r. bvarapua patudmumpa KoHseHumaTa Ha KOHECKO 3a ona3BaHe Ha
HemMaTepunasHoOTO KYNTYypHO HacneAacTBO, a /JBe TOAVMHWM MNO-KbCHO CTapTupa
HauuoHanHata cucrema , KMBM 4YOBeLLKWN CbKpoBuLa - bbarapua“ lMpe3 2012 r.
cennwiaTa ot obnact MNepHUK, B KOUTO Ce Cra3Ba CypBakapckaTa Tpajgmumsa ctaHaxa
4acT OT cUcTemaTa, a cies Kato PermoHanHUAT nctopmyeckn Myseim n3paboTum obLua
TAXHa KaHAMAATypa, Te 6sxa BNVCaHW B HauyoHanHaTta npejcTtaBuUTe/IHa IMCTa Ha
HemMaTepmnanHOTO KYNTYpHO HacneacTso. lNpe3 2015 r., pectmeansT ,CypBa“ bewe
BnncaH B [peactaButenHnsa cnncbk Ha HOHECKO Ha HemaTepuranHOTO KYNTYpPHO
HacneACTBO Ha 40BeYeCcTBOTO. Taka ce npeBbpHa B 4YeTBbpTata bObarapcka
Tpaauumsa, 3almTeHa oT CBeToBHaTa opraHv3auma cnej MarnyeckmuTe rnacose Ha
Buctpunwkunte 6abu, HECTUHAPCTBOTO U TeXHMKaTa 3a n3paboTBaHe Ha YMMPOBCKUTE
kmnumm. OHECKO e naTtpoH Ha 60-0TO tobunenHo nsgaHme Ha dectmeana ,,Cypsa“
npes3 2026 .
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UNESCO AND THE SURVA FESTIVAL

In 2006, Bulgaria ratified the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage, and two years later launched the national programme
“Living Human Treasures — Bulgaria” In 2012, the settlements in the Pernik region
that preserve the survakari tradition became part of this system. Following the
preparation of a joint nomination by the Regional Historical Museum, these
communities were inscribed on the National Representative List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage.

In 2015, the Surva Festival was inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. It thus became the fourth Bulgarian
tradition recognized and safeguarded by UNESCO, following the magical voices of
the Bistritsa Grannies, the Nestinarstvo fire-dancing ritual, and the traditional
craftsmanship of Chiprovtsi carpets. UNESCO is the official patron of the 60th
anniversary edition of the Surva Festival in 2026.
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MNpe3 2026 r. ,Cypsa“ otbensssa 60
roAVHN OT Cb3jaBaHeToO CW, KaTo
ONNENHOTO My M3AaHMe e 6bae noj
obvumanHma natpoHax Ha HHECKO.
3apain OrpOMHUA WHTepec, TOW Lie ce
nposeje B NpoAb/xeHue Ha 10 AHU — OT
16 po 25 gaHyapwu, kato gedunetata c
Macku ca pasnpejefnieHn He B eAVH, a B
ABa ywukeHpa -17-18 gaHyapn wn 24-25
AHyapwn. XenaHve 3a yyactre ca 3aaBUIN
pekopgeH 6pon yyactHmum - Hag 13 000.
Cpeg 1ax 1 Haa 30 yyXaecTpaHHU rpynm C
HAKOJIKOCTOTUH y4YacTHUUM OT PpaHums,
CALL, Moptyranna, Wtanmna, XvbpBaTcka,
NcnaHmsa, Copbusa, Mopumsa, CnoBeHUs,
CeBepHa MakeaoHusa, PymMmbHUA 1 gopwn
NHaOHe3nA.

2026

In 2026, Surva marks 60 years since its
establishment, with its anniversary
edition held under the official patronage
of UNESCO. Due to the exceptionally
high level of interest, the festival will
take place over ten days, from 16 to 25
January. The masquerade parades will be
held over two weekends: January 17-18
and January 24-25.

A record number of participants—over
13,000—have applied to take part.
Among them are more than 30
international groups with several
hundred participants from France, the
United States, Portugal, Italy, Croatia,
Spain, Serbia, Greece, Slovenia, North
Macedonia, Romania, and Indonesia.
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B TO31 c6OpPHUK Ca U3NON3BaHN CHUMKU U UHGOPMaLMs
npeaoctaseHu ot JA ,ApxuBn”-MepHuk n ObwmHa NepHUK.

This publication includes photographs and information provided by the State
Archives Agency — Pernik and the Municipality of Pernik.
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