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Season Subscribers
Steven & Faye Adelson
Latif & Tordis Al-Kadhim
Rebekah Awood
Ken & Elaine Bachman
Wendy & Steve Baggett
Steve Bielawski
Nadia Boreiko
Sheila Brooks
Todd Bryan
Mrs. Mary M. Bugeia
Muriel Bunch
Mark & Nancy Bunge
Sandra & Paul Butler
Mary Calder & Philip Walling
Janet & Philip Caputo
Johnathan Carlson
Carolyn Carr
Jeff & Karin Colvin
Perpetua & Steve Crawford
Matthew Creely
James & Pamela Dickieson
Yasmin W. Eloian
Sara Errante
Roger & Janice Frank
Linda L. Freitag
Amanda Fuller
Erin & Steven Gensterblum
Walt & Pat Girbach
Dr. Paul & Judy Goerke
Janet & David Good
Steven & Cindy Griffith
Carmen Kossayda Gudan
Mayor & Mrs. Abdullah Hammoud
Bill & Gail Hansen

Carolyn & John Haury
Kent Head
Jim & Ginny Henninger
Clayton & Mary Lou Herrst
Lee & Janet Hollmann
Albert & Nancy Holmes
Jan & Mao Huang
Kimberly Ismail
Frank L. Jarecki
Jill Johnston
Emily Kazmierczak
Chris & Camilla Klosterman
Donald & Mary Kosch
Richard & Elaine Kowalske
Gerry Kramer
Gregory & Ruth Kratt
Shirley & Walter Krone
Ronald T. Laing
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Lemecha
Al & Louise Le Veque
James & Tilly Lochinger
Patricia & Donald Mack
Maurice Marshall
Chris Mathews
John Matthews, Jr.
Sheryl U. Matthews
Ava J. McDowell
Michael & Mary McGowan
Merrily McIntyre
Ronald & Lois McIntyre
J. Michael & Margaret Meade
Jodi Ann Micallef
Charles Miller
Bob & Diane Missler

(as of January 23, 2026)

To you, our subscribers and donors, our genuine appreciation and gratitude — you are 
the foundation and reason for making great music come alive in our community!
Please let us know if we have, by mistake, misspelled your name or omitted anyone.

(continued on pg. 21)
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MICHAEL A. GUIDO THEATER

WINTER CONCERT
DEARBORN YOUTH SYMPHONY
FEB 22  4 PM

DEARBORN CULTURAL ARTS
MUSICAL SHOWCASE
FT. ALL OF THE MUSICAL ENSEMBLES OF THE 
DEARBORN CULTERAL ARTS DEPARTMENT
MAR 5  7 PM

MARCH IN MADNESS
DEARBORN COMMUNITY CONCERT BAND
MAR 11  7 PM

“THE WICKED WIZ OF OZ”
SPRING CONCERT
DEARBORN COMMUNITY CHORUS,
DEABORN YOUTH VOICES, FT. BRASS TAXX
APR 19  5 PM

VANGUARD VOICES & BRASS
SPRING CONCERT
VANGUARD VOICES & BRASS
APR 23  7 PM

VERDI “REQUIEM”
DEARBORN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA &
VANGUARD GRAND CHORUS
MAY 8  7:30 PM

SEASON FINALE
DEARBORN YOUTH SYMPHONY
MAY 10   4 PM

PATRIOTS, PITS, & PANDEMONIUM
DEARBORN COMMUNITY CONCERT BAND
MAY 20   7 PM

DYS 50TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT
DEARBORN YOUTH SYMPHONY
MAY 21   7 PM

AN AMERICAN SALUTE - 250 YEARS 
MOTOR CITY BRASS BAND & 
DEARBORN COMBINED VOICES
MAY 31   3 PM

2026 CULTURAL ARTS SEASON

VISIT US AT DEARBORNTHEATER.COM FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFORMATION
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Special Thanks to
The City of Dearborn

Dearborn Public Schools
Henry Ford College

We couldn’t do it without you!

Joel Moe
John & Lynette Mueller
Jane & Andre Mykytenko
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Nycek
Alan Orlowski
Marie Palmer
Richard & Antoinette Pasiak
Cynthia & Jeff Pepper
Mary K. Polo
Mrs. Thomas Povich
Marcel Pultorak
Alice Putrus
Nicholas Quinlan
Lynn Rohler
Allen Salyer
Ronald & Helen Schauman
Mary Shay
Sue Ellen Small
Char Sobieski-Greco
Deanna & Ron Spies
James Stokes & Fred Hoffman
Alana A. Strager
Vonna Strait
Faith Strickland
Chaplain Deborah Taylor
Cindy &  Roy Thomas
Kristy Tiampo
Maryann & Lawrence Tyrchniewicz
Vickie Vaughan
Victoria Vlaeminck
Barbara & Don Wallace
Patrick J. Wallace
Richard Wallis
Joseph & Barb Wegher
Steve & Marcia Wegher

Lynn & Jeffrey Whitmarsh
Julie Wieleba-Milkie
Rose Wiggle
Anne Witkowski
Janet & Larry Witkowski
Jim & EmmaJean Woodyard
Carolyn Zanetti
Pamela Zonca

Donald Zurack & Audrey Frost

Become a Season Subscriber 
and Enjoy These Benefits:

• 	 Advance notice and invitations to receptions and 
special Symphony events

• 	 Easy ticket exchange for any subscription concert

• 	 1/2 off voucher to one Dearborn Symphony 
concert of choice

• 	 No ticket lines

• 	 Free parking

• 	 Get a tax donation acknowledgment for unused 
tickets if returned one week before the concert

• 	 Voting rights at Dearborn Orchestral Society 
Annual Meeting

• 	 Voting rights at Dearborn Orchestral Society 
Endowment Fund Annual Meeting

To you, our subscribers and donors, our genuine appreciation and gratitude — you are 
the foundation and reason for making great music come alive in our community!
Please let us know if we have, by mistake, misspelled your name or omitted anyone.

Season Subscribers (as of January 23, 2026)(continued from pg. 19)
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Encore Society
of the Dearborn Symphony

Where your generosity keeps the rhythm of live music coming back!

Maestro’s Circle ($10,000+)
Sandra & Paul Butler
City of Dearborn

Dearborn Orchestral Society 
Endowment Fund (DOSEF)

Friends of the Dearborn Symphony
North Empire

Donald & Mary Kosch 
Dearborn Sausage Company

Michigan Arts & Culture Council 
Frank & Mary Padzieski Trust

Margaret Tuckey Trust
Mary & Leonard Zudick Memorial Trust

Concertmaster’s Circle ($5,000+)
Stanley & Gloria Nycek

Artists’ Circle ($2,000+)
Nadia Boreiko

Yasmin W. Eloian 
In memory of Jeannette & Jacob Eloian

Exchange Club of Dearborn Foundation

Kiwanis Club of Dearborn Foundation
Myron & Brenda Lemecha

Bob & Diane Missler 
National Endowment for the Arts

Orchestra Circle ($1,000+)
Mary Bugeia 

In memory of Joseph Bugeia 
Carolyn Carr 

Dearborn Rotary Foundation 
Mayor & Mrs. Abdullah Hammoud 

Donald & Patti Mack 

Jeff & Cindy Pepper
Richard Wallis 

Janet & Larry Witkowski
Howard Weaver

Dr. James R. & EmmaJean Woodyard Fund

Benefactor ($750+)
Wendy & Steve Baggett 

Dr. Shabana Khan 
James Stokes & Fred Hoffman 

Patron ($500+)
Steven & Faye Adelson 
Steven Bernard Jewelers

Bank of America
Carolyn Blackmore & Nicholas Bell

Dearborn Heights Rotary
Linda Freitag

Dr. Paul & Judy Goerke
Jan & Mao Huang

Amanda Kachur & Douglas Wathen
Ronald T. Laing

Al & Louise Le Veque
James Lochinger 

In memory of Tilly Lochinger
Maurice Marshall

Roy & Cindy Thomas

Sustainer ($250+)
Jim Bizer

Roger & Janice Frank
Jan & Lee Hollmann

Nancy & Albert Holmes

(as of January 23, 2026)

(cont. on pg. 23)



23

We extend our deepest gratitude to you, our incredible supporters.
Your generosity and dedication have a profound impact on our orchestra. 
Each of you contributes in a unique way to the vibrant community that lies 

at the heart of our Symphony’s work.

We are especially grateful for the invaluable partnerships with companies and organizations 
that choose to stand with us. Whether through sponsorships, volunteer efforts, donations, 

or active participation, your support plays a crucial role in our success and allows us to continue 
delivering extraordinary musical experiences.

With your help, we achieve far more than ticket sales alone could provide, since they cover less 
than 25 percent of our concert production costs. Your commitment fuels our passion 

and makes every performance possible.

If we have inadvertently left anyone out, please accept our sincerest apologies 
and let us know so we may acknowledge your support appropriately.

Thank you for being an essential part of our Symphony family. We could not do this without you.

Encore Society
of the Dearborn Symphony

Contributor ($100+)
Ben & Anina Bachrach
Janet & Phillip Caputo

Steven & Perpetua Crawford
Dennis & Sherry Diebolt
Carmen Kosayda Gudan

Donna Hughes

Shirley & Walter Krone
Ronald & Lois McIntyre

Richard & Antoinette Pasiak
Claudio & Mary Polo
Francene Sanak

Deanna & Ron Spies

Lora Vatalaro 
Rose Wiggle
Alive Wu

Mary Ann Zerschling

Supporter (up to $100)
Tordis & Latif Al-kadhim 
John & Kathryn Babak

Barth & Elizabeth Bucciarelli
Mark & Nancy Bunge
Walt & Pat Girbach
Patricia Jochim

Emily Kazmierczak

Jodi Ann Micallef
Alan Orlowski
Peter Paolini 
Donna Povich

Claudio & Mary K. Polo
Ronald & Helen Schauman

Mary Shay 

Chaplain Deborah Taylor
William Tennant
Patrick J. Wallace
Gerald Williams
Carolyn Zanetti

Corporate Sponsors

(as of January 23, 2026)(cont. from pg. 22)
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FORD COMMUNITY & PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
Steven Jarvi

Music Director & Conductor
featuring Downriver Dance Academy  •  Spencer Genrich, choreographer

Friday, February 6, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.

The Dearborn Symphony

Times Square - 1944 from On The Town

Potter Waltz from Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire

Sing, Sing, Sing!

Libertango

Swan Lake: Act II,  No. 10 - Scene (Moderato)

Anxiety (based on the recording by Doechii)

Highlights from Wicked

Three Dances from The Three-Cornered Hat
I.	 The Neighbors Dance (Seguidillas)
II.	 The Miller’s Dance (Farruca)
III.	Final Dance (Jota) 

Danzón No. 2

PROGRAM
Shall We Dance?

I N T E R M I S S I O N

Leonard Bernstein

Patrick Doyle
arr. Jerry Brubaker

Louis Prima
arr. Matt Amy

Astor Piazzolla
arr. James Kazik

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

J. Hickmon, W. De Backer, L. Bonfá
arr. & orch. by Anthony Joseph Lai

Stephen Schwartz
arr. Ted Ricketts

Manuel de Falla
(1876–1946)

Arturo Márquez
(b. 1950)

Estimated duration: 1 hour 30 minutes
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Downriver Dance Acedemy

Spencer Graye Genrich, Choreographer

Spencer (she/they) currently works as Studio Director for Downriver Dance Academy.  Her 
approach to teaching is heavily influenced by her day job as a relational therapist and advocacy 
worker, where you can expect to see choreography shaped and informed by story-telling and 
somatic movement.  They have danced professionally with groups like Zookworks and D4G, and 
received several accolades for their work as a choreographer/performer in the Metro Detroit 
theater scene.  Downriver Dance Academy is rooted in the philosophy that dance is for everyone, 
and Spencer hopes that with this evening’s performance you can find connections to a version of 
yourself on stage.  

Junior Dancers
Adeline Power

Arielle Gibbard

Emma Amezcua

Gracie Powers

Kamryn Cruickshank

Mackenzie Tolstyka

Melody Hilaski

Nora Borne

Norah Aue

Victoria Freckelton

Senior Dancers
Auryonna Perry

Cordelia Krajewski

Fouad Diry

Ivy Anspach

Kaitlyn Aguila

Kayla Cobetto

Maggie Korzeniewski

Paige Adams

Spencer Genrich

You can find more information about 
Spencer, Downriver Dance Academy, and
2nd Street Performing Arts Center at 
2ndstpac.com/downriver-dance-academy, 
or on Instagram 
@DownriverDanceAcademy
@spencerisdancin 
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DOS Endowment Fund
The Dearborn Symphony Endowment Fund was established in 1992 to provide a perpetual base of 
support for the Symphony, ensuring its artistic and financial stability. The Fund is invested judiciously to 
preserve its principal. The income generated from investments funds one concert annually and the Youth 
Artist Solo Competition winner; supports young musician development; and participates in the Send 
a Child to the Symphony program. As the endowment grows, it will provide an increasingly substantial 
source of stable funding to sustain the symphony’s creativity and vitality. Through the generosity of 
numerous donors and prudent investments, this permanent endowment has amassed over $1,900,000.

Several tax-deferred donation strategies exist, including qualified charitable distributions from IRAs, 
charitable remainder trusts, and donating appreciated stock. These strategies offer tax benefits such as 
immediate deductions, capital gains tax avoidance, and potential tax-free growth. Consulting a financial 
advisor is recommended to determine the most suitable strategy based on individual circumstances.

For further information, please contact Treasurer Ben Bachrach at 313.805.1989 or consult with your 
financial advisor.

2025-26 Board of Trustees
		  Brenda Lemecha, President			   Anina Bachrach, Trustee
		  Sandra Butler, Vice-President & Secretary 	 Paul Butler, Trustee
		  Yasmin Eloian, Vice-President			  John Matthews, Jr., Trustee			 
		  Ben Bachrach, Treasurer			   Alice Putrus, Trustee

We extend our sincere gratitude to these esteemed philanthropists
 for their generous contribution to the Endowment Fund, 
which will secure the future of the Dearborn Symphony.

		
Musical Legacy Society

The DOSEF Board of Trustees honors Bruce Simpson, our founding member of Musical Legacy Society which recognizes 
those who have included the Dearborn Orchestral Society Endowment in their estate plans.

Donations 2023-2025
		  Anina & Ben Bachrach			   Joann Jarvi
		  Sandra & Paul Butler			   Dorothy Nouhan
		  Phil & Janet Caputo			   Gloria & Stanley Nycek
		  Perpetua & Steven Crawford		

The Fund will sponsor the October 2025 concert, fund the Youth Artist Solo Competition winner, 
provide youth music development, and support Send a Child to the Symphony.
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Dearborn Symphony
Steven Jarvi, Conductor

First Violin
Debra Terry, Concertmaster
     Leonard & Mary Zudick 
     Endowed Chair
Dan Winnick
     Carolyn Carr Chair
Valerie Palmieri
Linda Trotter
Blaire De Wilde Kohler
Tina Zoller
Myra Drean
Kathy Zuchniewicz 
     Sharon Mackey Memorial Chair

Second Violin
Johana Chai, Principal
     Nadia Boreiko Chair
Sean O’Connell
Anida Margariti
     Janet & Larry Witkowski Chair
Brooke LaMonica
Mandy Kachur
     James & Tilly Lochinger Chair
Faith Demorest
Bobbi Adams
Ingrid Farquharson

Viola	
Jessica Lipon, Principal
     Richard Wallis Chair
Wendy Koa
     Donald & Patti Mack Chair
Amanda Loescher
Danny DeRose
Cathy Paynter-Podvoll
Nensi Bakiu
Sharon Nicolia

Cello	
Willis Koa, Principal
     Carolyn Carr Chair
Jennifer Koa
     Bob & Diane Missler Chair 
Peter Paolini
Bronwyn Hagerty
Brendan Callies
Eugene Zenzen

Bass	
Andrew Monefeldt, Principal
     Stanley & Gloria Nycek Chair
Grant Phillips
     Maurice Marshall Chair
Gillian Markwick 
Stephen McKenzie
     Dearborn Sausage Co. Chair

Flute	
Dennis Carter II, Principal
     James Stokes & Fred Hoffman Chair
Amy Halstead
     Mary Bugeia Chair

Piccolo
Kassia Martin

Oboe	
Emily Brownlee, Principal
     Al & Louise Le Veque Chair
Ann Augustin

English Horn
Chris Wheeler

Clarinet	
Sophia Bracken, Principal
     Yasmin W. Eloian Chair
Seth Larson
     Dearborn Sausage Co. Chair

Bassoon	
Jonathan Boyd, Principal
     Donald & Patti Mack Chair
Emily Stich
     Dr. Paul & Judy Goerke Chair

Alto Saxophone	
Ben MacDonald

Horn	
Dominic Hayes, Principal
     Friends of the Dearborn 
     Symphony Chair
David Demorest
Justin Zak
     Kimberly Ismail Chair
Samuel Sidorowicz

Trumpet	
Mike McGowan, Principal
     Paul & Sandra Butler Chair
John Hartwick
     Donald & Mary Kosch Chair
James Bostek

Trombone
Nathan Musch, Principal
     Brenda & Myron Lemecha Chair
Lawrence Pydyn
Douglas Blackwell
     Jan & Mao Huang Chair

Tuba	
Neal Campbell
     Kiwanis Club of Dearborn Chair

Timpani	
Peter Nixon
     The Envelope Printery - 
     Dave Hamilton Chair

Percussion	
Steven Kegler, Principal
     Mayor & Mrs. Abdullah 
     Hammoud Chair
Ray Riggs
     Wendy Baggett Chair
Pamela McGowan
Jason Cassell
Brandon Reeves

Harp
Laura Palmieri
     Steven & Faye Adelson Chair

Piano/Celeste
Joseph Daniel-Hoste
     Donald & Mary Kosch Chair

Music Director/Conductor
    Dr. Shabana Khan Chair



28

Presidents of the Symphony
Grant Williams			   1961-1962

James Irwin			   1962-1964

Mott B. Heath			   1964-1966

John Anderson			  1966-1967

Robert Benji			   1967-1968

A. F. LaBarge			   1968-1969

Harper C. Maybee		  1969-1970

B. Ward Smith			   1970-1971

Wesley R. Pelling		  1971-1973

John S. Ecclestone		  1973-1974

John F. Ullrich			   1974-1976

A. Robert Sellen		  1976-1977

Cynthia Heinrich		  1977-1978

John Clippert			   1978-1979

Dwight Gammons		  1979-1981

Jack L. Richards			  1981-1983

Addison Dixon			   1983-1985

Dwight Vincent			  1985-1988

Eugene Hrynewich		  1988-1996

Bernice McCray			  1996-1998

Robert M. Kuhlman		  1998-1999

Sandra C. Butler		  1999-2023

John Matthews, Jr.		  2023-2025

Yasmin W. Eloian		  2025-

313.562.8484Conveniently located in The 222 Shops
22266 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, MI 48124

F Offering an intimate setting with personal attention
F Stylish originals created by Steven
F Timeless classics by leading jewelry designers

Shop

for distinction, quality & experience

F Fine diamonds, pearls and colored gemstones
F Quality line of engagement rings and wedding bands
F Custom design work, appraisals and repairs

StevenBernardJewelers.com

F From stylish originals to timeless classics

Congratulations to the Dearborn symphony on its 64TH season!

Celebrating 45+ years of serving Dearborn and the surrounding communities!
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Program Notes
by Ava McDowell

Times Square – 1944 (from On the Town)
Leonard Bernstein
     The year 1944 was a watershed year for the twenty-
five-year-old Leonard Bernstein. He premiered his 
Jeremiah Symphony, made his stunning debut as 
conductor of the New York Philharmonic Orchestra, and 
opened the popular ballet Fancy Free with his friend and 
collaborator, Jerome Robbins.
     After the success of Fancy Free, set designer Oliver 
Smith suggested that Bernstein and Robbins expand the 
ballet into a full-scale musical. The story Robbins devised 
is a simple one: the adventures of three sailors on 24-
hour leave in Bernstein’s beloved New York City.
     Most are familiar with the MGM film version that 
starred Gene Kelly and Frank Sinatra. Sadly, Louis B. 
Mayer hated the Broadway score so much that most of 
it was replaced. The music you will hear tonight is a suite 
Bernstein created from his original Broadway score.
     “The Times Square Ballet is a more panoramic 
sequence in which all the sailors in New York congregate 
in Times Square for their night of fun.”
     Bawdy and boisterous scenes fly by so quickly that its 
abrupt ending leaves us wishing for more.

Potter Waltz (from Harry Potter 
		  and the Goblet of Fire)
Patrick Doyle
     Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (2005) was the 
fourth installment of the Harry Potter series and centers 
around the Triwizard Tournament. Potter Waltz takes 
place during the formal Yule Ball while Harry and 
his date, Parvati Patil, dance and are joined by other 
characters.
     This traditional waltz, composed in the joyful key of D 
major, playfully reflects the awkwardness of teenagers 
at their first formal dance. Its sweeping melody, carried 
by the strings, seems to soar like the famous floating 
candles. Audiences appreciated the contrast from 
the dark and heavy themes in the rest of the film and 
soundtrack.

Sing, Sing, Sing!
Louis Prima
     Louis Prima was a trumpeter, singer, and bandleader 
of the New Orleans Gang who was known for his 
energetic swing style. He composed Sing, Sing, Sing 
in 1936 for his band, but it did not become a hit until 
Benny Goodman arranged it for big band in 1937.
     Prima’s version contained lyrics and was only 3–4 
minutes long, while Goodman’s version was a 12-minute 
jam session featuring Gene Krupa, Harry James, and 

Jess Stacy. The Goodman Orchestra’s 1938 Carnegie Hall 
concert, which centered on Sing, Sing, Sing, is considered 
one of the most important jazz concerts of all time.
     Each version further cemented Sing, Sing, Sing as a 
cultural touchstone, appearing in film and television.

Libertango
Astor Piazzolla
     Astor Piazzolla was once described as “the world’s 
foremost composer of tango music.” Born in Argentina, 
he spent much of his youth in New York, where he was 
exposed to jazz and classical music.
     Following several failed attempts at leading his 
own orchestra in Buenos Aires, Piazzolla moved to 
Paris to study with Nadia Boulanger. After hearing his 
tango Triunfal, Boulanger encouraged him to continue 
composing tango music.
     In 1973, Piazzolla composed Libertango, combining 
“libertad” (freedom) and “tango.” The work incorporates 
elements of jazz and classical music, creating a new 
sound known as Tango Nuevo.
     Libertango is built on syncopated rhythms, dynamic 
contrast, and chromatic harmonies supporting 
emotional, soaring melodies.    

Swan Lake: Act II, No. 10 – Scene (Moderato)
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
     Swan Lake was premiered in 1877 to less than 
enthusiastic reviews and was considered a failure. 
Dejected, Tchaikovsky mistakenly believed his score was 
to blame.
     In 1895, choreographer Marius Petipa presented 
Swan Lake in revised form for Tchaikovsky’s memorial 
program. Since then, both the ballet and concert suite 
have never left the repertoire.
     The story centers on Prince Siegfried, who falls in 
love with Odette, the Swan Queen, a maiden cursed by 
the evil magician von Rothbart. Tricked into pledging 
himself to Odette’s double, Odile, the Prince ultimately 
joins Odette in the lake, breaking the spell and uniting 
the lovers.   

Anxiety
Doechii
     “Anxiety. We’ve all experienced it.”
     Doechii, whose real name is Jaylah Ji’mya Hickmon, 
remixed Somebody That I Used to Know as part of her 
YouTube Coven series in 2019. While the original 
song deals with heartbreak, Doechii’s lyrics reflect her 
struggle with anxiety.

(continued on page 30)
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Program Notes
     Anxiety has become an anthem for those struggling 
with mental health, encouraging listeners to 
acknowledge their feelings.
     The March 2025 wide release reached the Billboard 
Hot 100 top 10 and swept the 2025 Grammy Awards.

Highlights from Wicked
Stephen Schwartz
     Wicked is based on Gregory Maguire’s 1995 novel, a 
prequel to The Wizard of Oz, telling the story of Galinda 
and Elphaba from their contrasting perspectives.
     The musical opened on Broadway on October 30, 
2003, with Kristin Chenoweth and Idina Menzel. While 
initial reviews were mixed, audiences embraced the 
show.
     The original Broadway production was nominated 
for ten Tony Awards, winning three. The 2024 film 
adaptation became the highest-grossing musical film 
adaptation of all time.
     Songs featured in this medley include Popular, 
Dancing Through Life, The Wizard and I, and Defying 
Gravity.

Three Dances from The Three-Cornered Hat
Manuel de Falla
     Manuel de Falla dreamed of being an author, but 
his love of music drew him in a different direction. 
Born in Cádiz on the Spanish coast in 1876 to a musical 
family, he moved to Madrid at the age of ten, where he 
studied piano with his mother and learned harmony and 
counterpoint from local musicians.
     He entered the Madrid Conservatory at the age of 
twenty, earning the school’s highest awards in piano 
performance. Despite his abilities, de Falla had no 
interest in pursuing a career as a concert pianist, instead 
immersing himself in the study of Spanish folk music.
     Living in Paris from 1907 to 1914, de Falla came under 
the stylistic influences of Claude Debussy and Maurice 
Ravel. The free harmonies and rich orchestration of 
Impressionism gave him the perfect vocabulary to 
express his love for his native country.
     The ballet The Three-Cornered Hat was based on Pedro 
Antonio de Alarcón’s novella, a classic tale of a corrupt 
magistrate who abuses his power while trying to seduce 
the wife of an honest miller. Encouraged by Ballets 
Russes impresario Sergei Diaghilev, de Falla expanded 
the work into a full ballet, which premiered in Paris in 
1920 with choreography by Leonid Massine and sets 
and costumes by Pablo Picasso.
     

     Two orchestral suites were later developed from the 
ballet. Suite No. 2 opens with The Neighbors’ Dance, 
builds into The Miller’s Dance, a flamenco farruca, and 
concludes with the festive Spanish jota of The Final 
Dance.

Danzón No. 2
Arturo Márquez
     Arturo Márquez came from a musical family in his 
hometown of Álamos, Sonora, Mexico. His grandfather 
was a folk musician, and his father a mariachi player. Just 
prior to middle school, his family moved to La Puente, 
California, where he studied piano, trombone, and violin.
     Márquez began composing in high school, later 
studying at the Conservatorio Nacional de Música in 
Mexico and receiving a scholarship from the French 
government to study in Paris with Jacques Castérède.
     His musical roots provided the foundation for his 
compositional style. Márquez often visited dance halls 
with friends, where he became fascinated with danzón, 
a dance style that originated in Cuba and later became a 
staple of Mexican dance music.
     Of the work, Márquez wrote that the apparent 
lightness of the danzón disguises a genre filled with 
sensuality and seriousness, danced with nostalgia and 
emotional release in places such as Veracruz and the 
dance halls of Mexico City. Danzón No. 2 is a tribute to 
the environment that nourished the genre.
     Critic Juan Arturo Brennan described Danzón No. 2 
as “effectively and elegantly synthesizing the best of 
two sonic worlds: that of popular tradition and that of 
academic creation,” and it stands as one of the most 
famous concert works in Mexican music.

(continued from page 29)

Please read the full text of Ms. McDowell’s 
comprehensive Program Notes. Simply 
scan the QR code to visit our website.






	2025-2026 Program Cover_PROOF-1.pdf
	Feb interior.pdf
	2025-2026 Program Cover_PROOF-1
	2025-2026 Program Cover_PROOF-1

