
100 Fashion
and Textile Terms
in Khmer, English, and French

By Magali An BERTHON

Translation MOEUNG Seyha

Illustrations MAO Sreymao





Contents

About the authors

Introduction

Acknowledgements

Fibers and materials / Fibres et matériaux /

សៃសអំេបាះ
Dyes / Teintures / �� �ំជលក់
Textile techniques / Techniques textiles /

បេច្ចកេទសតម្បាញ
Sewing techniques / Couture / ស�� រេដរ
Types of textiles / Types de textiles /

�បេភទវាយណភណ្ឌ
Clothing / Habillement / សេម្ល�កបំពាក់
Preventative conservation / Conservation 

préventive / ការអភរិក្សប�� រ
Bibliography

4

6

8

9

20

30

54

64

89

118

126



4

Magali An BERTHON

Dr. Magali An BERTHON is an Assistant Professor in Fashion 

Studies at the American University of Paris. With experience in 

textile design, curation, and documentary filmmaking, she earned a 

PhD in History of Design from the Royal College of Art of London in 

2021 with a thesis on silk in post-conflict Cambodia. From 2022 to 

2024, she was a Marie Skłodowska-Curie postdoctoral research 

fellow attached to the Centre for Textile Research at the University 

of Copenhagen, exploring the surviving textile and dress practices 

and heritage during and after the Khmer Rouge regime.

About the authors

Database conception

Morten Grymer-Hansen

E-book conception

Luisa Dominguez Rey



5

MOEUNG Seyha, translator.

MOEUNG Seyha was born in Prey Veng province, Cambodia. He 

moved to Phnom Penh when he was twelve years old. In 2021, he 

obtained a bachelor’s degree in Archaeology from the Royal 

University of Fine Arts (RUFA), Phnom Penh. He now works as a 

civil servant at the Faculty of Archaeology at RUFA.

SAO Sreymao, illustrator.

SAO Sreymao is a Cambodian visual artist and illustrator. Her 

practice often explores the intersections of memory, landscape, 

and collective experience through drawing, installation, video, and 

multimedia. She has collaborated with writers on visual storytelling 

and contributed to various publications. She also participated in 

exhibitions and residencies both in Cambodia and internationally.

saosreymao.com

https://saosreymao.com/


6

Designed as both a digital 

platform and a printed 

publication, this trilingual 

Fashion and Textile Glossary  — 

available in English, French, and 

Khmer  — is an innovative 

resource that aims to bridge 

linguistic and cultural gaps in 

the study of Cambodian fashion 

and textiles. While a few textile-

related glossaries exist within 

academic literature, these 

resources remain limited in 

scope. They are often 

inaccessible to Cambodian 

students, researchers, and 

designers.

At the same time, Cambodian 

textile and fashion history 

remains underrepresented in 

scholarly literature, notably in 

the fields of Cambodian studies 

and fashion studies.

A crucial motivation behind this 

project lies in Cambodia’s 

traumatic twentieth-century 

history. During the 1970s, the 

civil war and the Khmer Rouge 

regime had catastrophic effects 

on artisanal textile production 

as well as the way people 

dress, especially for ceremonies 

and rituals.

This decade of political, social, 

and humanitarian upheaval led 

to the collapse of fiber 

production, especially 

sericulture, and disrupted the 

transmission of weaving skills. 

Introduction
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The genocide claimed about 

two million people between 

1975 and 1979, a quarter of the 

population at the time, which 

led to a generational gap 

upending the transmission of 

specific dress customs. The 

glossary currently identifies and 

defines 100 key technical, 

material, and cultural terms 

relating to Cambodian textiles 

and fashion, offering 

translations and descriptions in 

English, French, and Khmer. It 

is the result of extensive 

research into Cambodian dress 

and textile heritage.

The terms were identified 

through fieldwork research and 

conversations with weavers, 

analysis of extant sources, 

collaborative work with the 

translator, and input from 

Cambodian experts. Though 

not exhaustive, the selection of 

terms is intended to be 

comprehensive, covering 

various facets of textile and 

fashion production.

The glossary is organized into 

categories that include fibers 

and raw materials, dyes, textile 

techniques, sewing techniques, 

types of textiles, clothing, and 

preventative conservation. 

Some of the etymology of 

Khmer fashion terminology 

originates from French, 

reflecting Cambodia’s colonial 

past. Other terms connect with 

a history of technological 

development with textile 

machinery, including sewing 

machines in the twentieth 

century.

The glossary also contributes to 

the ongoing effort to decolonize 

fashion studies by redressing 

marginalized histories and 

decentralizing knowledge 

production. In that regard, this 

project provides a didactic and 

user-friendly model for other 

terminology databases on 

fashion and textiles that include 
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 technical vocabulary, practices, 

objects, and materials.

Devised as a shareable 

resource, the online database 

invites contributions, updates, 

and additions.

Each term is equally accessible 

in all three languages to foster a 

de-hierarchized approach. As a 

work in progress, the glossary 

remains open to revision and 

discussion.

We hope that the database can 

continue to expand in the near 

future, via collaborations with 

Cambodian, French, and 

Anglophone institutions.
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Fibres et matériaux

សៃសអំេបាះ

Fibers and materials
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Khmer script: សៃស
Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Sorsai

fibre

fiber

Khmer definition

សរៃសគឺជាែផ�កតូចបំផុតរបស ់
រុក�ជាត,ិ េរាមសត� ឬ�រធាតុ
សេំ�គ។ សែសេ�ចនផ្គុំចូល��  
បេង�តបានជាែខ្សអំេបាះ ឬេចស។

English definition

A fiber is the smallest part of a 

plant, animal fur or synthetic 

material. A mass of such parts 

form a thread or yarn.
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Saut

ស�ូត

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

A protein-based fiber, silk is a continuous filament obtained from 

the cocoons of different species of moths and arachnids. 

soie

silk
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Mon

មន

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Tree from the morus species which provides leaves upon which 

Bombyx mori silkworms feed.

mûrier

mulberry tree
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Khmer script:

ដង�ូវនាង
Khmer transliteration:

Français: English:

Dongkov neang

ver à soie silkworm

Khmer definition

ជា�បេភទដង�ូវសុសី ្លកឹេឈ, ជាធម្មតាស្ិថតក�ុងអម�ូរ Bombyx Mori, ជាពពួក
ដង�ូវែដលផលតិ សរៃសស�ូត

English definition

Larvae of moths, commonly of the domesticated Bombyx mori 

species, which produce silk.
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Sambok dong kov neang

សបុំកដង�ូវនាង

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Upon their transition into moths, silkworms build a protective 

cocoon made of silk fibroin (protein) and sericin (glue).

cocon de soie

silk cocoon
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Kabbas

កប្បាស

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Soft white cellulosic material around the seeds of the cotton plant 

(Gossypium species), which is spun into fibers.

coton

cotton
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Phlae ko; pronounced “Phlae 

ga”

ែផ្ល គ

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

A fine, fibrous material similar to cotton that grows around the 

seeds of the ceiba tree, mainly cultivated in Asia.

kapok

kapok
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Romchiem

េរាមេច�ម

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Fine, soft curly or wavy protein-based fiber forming the coat of a 

sheep, goat, or similar animal, spun into yarn for knitting or 

weaving.

laine

wool
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Nilong

នីឡងុ

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Synthetic fiber made of petroleum with a silk-like appearance.

nylon

nylon
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Omboh saamyok

អំេបាះសេំ�គ

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Man-made fibers obtained through chemical processes, made from 

petroleum such as polyester, polyamide, nylon, acrylic. Not natural 

fibers.

synthétique

synthetic
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Teintures

�� �ំជលក់

Dyes
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Khmer

transliteration:

Thnam jroluk; jroluk por is the 

verb "to dye"

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Process of coloring fibers, yarns, or fabrics using dye materials 

usually applied in an aqueous solution.

�� �ំជលក់

teinture

dye
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Khmer script: (�� �ំជលក់)ធម្មជាត,ិ �� ពំណ៌ធម្មជាតិ
Khmer

transliteratio

n:

Français:

English:

[Thnam jroluk] Thommocheat/  Thnam por 

thomocheat

[teinture] naturelle

natural [dye]

Khmer definition

�� �ំជលក់ពណ៌ធម្មជាតគឺិជា ពណ៌ ែដលយកេចញពីរុក�ជាត,ិ 
សបំកេឈ, ែផ្លេឈ, សត�ល្ិអត នងិែរេ៉ផ្សងៗ

English definition

Natural dyes are colorants derived from plants, barks, 

fruits, insects, and minerals.
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Khmer

transliteration:
[Thnam jroluk] Kimi

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Dyes from industrial man-made compounds.

(�� �ំជលក់)គីមី

[teinture] chimique

synthetic [dye]
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Leak khmer

លក័� or លខ័ែខ្មរ

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Southeast Asian species of the cochineal (Laccifer lacca) producing 

a red-colored resin on tree branches.

stick-lac

lac



25

Khmer

transliteration:
Chompu chrôlôk

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

From the Bixa Orellana (annatto) shrub, also called achiote tree. The 

seeds provide a natural dyestuff giving a bright reddish-orange 

color.

ជម�ូ�ជលក់

graines de roucou

annatto seeds
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Makleua

មេក្ល�

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

The Diospyros mollis, medium-sized tree native to Southeast Asia, 

whose fruits produce a natural black dyestuff.

fruits du Diospyros mollis

ebony fruit
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Khmer

transliteration:
Sombork prohout 

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

From the Garcinia vilersiana Pierre, a tall native tree in Southeast 

Asia. The bark decoction provides a bright yellow dye.

សបំក�ពហតូ

écorce de garcinia

garcinia tree bark
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Daem trôm

េដម�តុំ

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

The Indigofera Tinctoria shrub, of which leaves provide a natural 

dark blue dye through a complex process of fermentation and 

oxidization.

indigo

indigo
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Khmer

transliteration:
Sach chou

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

An alum chemical or metallic compound used in dyeing to fix the 

coloring matter in natural dyes.

�ច់ជូរ or �ជូរ

mordant alun

alum mordant
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Techniques textiles

បេច្ចកេទសតម្បាញ

Textile techniques
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Khmer

transliteration:

Dombanh (noun); It is the noun 

form of the verb tbanh 

(t(+om)banh); written T, but 

pronounced D

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Method of textile production that consists in interlacing a minimum 

of two distinct sets of threads together.

តម្បាញ (នាម)

tissage

weaving / woven
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Khmer script: ត្បាញ (ករិ�ិសព័�)
Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Tbanh (verb)

tisser

to weave

Khmer definition

ការផលតិវាយណភ័ណ្ឌេ�េលកី
េដាយសក៊ស�ូតៃផ� នងិស�ូត
ចាក់ែខ�ង�� ។

English definition

Creating a textile on a 

loom by interlacing warp 

and weft threads at an 

angle.



33

Phtey [ស�ូតៃផ� Saut phtey = 

silk warp]

ៃផ�

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Yarns or threads extended lengthwise onto a loom, to be interlaced 

with weft threads.

chaîne

warp
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Khmer

transliteration:

Chak [ស�ូតចាក់ Saut chak = 

silk weft]

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Weft threads are the  horizontal threads or yarns interlaced at an 

angle with vertical warp threads in a woven fabric.

ចាក់

trame

weft
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Khmer script: កី/កីតម្បាញ
Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Kei / kei dombanh

métier à tisser

loom / shaft loom

Khmer definition

ជាឧបករណ៍មួយ�ន េ�គ�ងបង្គំពីេឈ។ េគេរ�បអំេបាះៃផ�តាម បេណា� យ
កីេដម�ីឲ្យ អំេបាះចាក់អាចចូលេ�    �បទាក់�� �� េដម�ីត្បាញជា
�កណាត់។

English definition

A device, usually made of wood, on which a warp is arranged, 

allowing the interlacing of threads to form a cloth.
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Khmer

transliteration:
Kei masin

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

A semi-automatic or automatic loom, which, once set up, can 

operate mechanically.

កី�៉សុនី

métier à tisser automatique

power loom / mechanic loom
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Omboh

អំេបាះ

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Spun thread used for sewing, weaving, and knitting.

fil

yarn / thread
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Khmer

transliteration:
Thpech

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

A mechanical or manual process to clean, align and brush fibers 

(cotton or wool) and prepare them to be transformed into yarn.

េថ�ច

cardage du coton

cotton fiber carding
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Jong vay omboh [skein] / 

somnom [bundle]

ច�� យអំេបាះ/ សណំុំ
អំេបាះ

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Bundle of strands of yarn twisted in a braid to prevent 

entanglement. 

écheveau

skein / bundle / hank
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Khmer script: ��វស�ូត
Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Srav saut

dévidage

silk reeling

Khmer definition

គឺជាដំេណរការទាញយក
សរៃសស�ូតពីសបុំកនាងេ�
ដាក់ក�ុងអ័ក្ស។

English definition

Reeling is the process of unwinding 

silk filament from the cocoons 

directly onto a holder.
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Khmer script: រៃវអំេបាះ
Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Rovey [saut]

filature de la soie / filage

silk spinning

Khmer definition

ជាបេច្ចកេទសេធ� អំេបាះេដាយេវញ សរៃសស�ូតេ�ចន បញ្ចូល�� ។ 
អំេបាះែដលរៃវបានរមូរ ចូល��  េហយេគរុវំាជុំវញិ �� រ។

English definition

Spinning is a technique to form yarn from several silk filaments. 

The fiber intended is drawn out, twisted, and wound onto a bobbin. 
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Khmer

transliteration:

Sngor saut; ទឹកក�ុង Teuk 

kbong is the ash water used to 

boil the silk.

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Boiling silk threads with ash water to prepare them for the dyeing 

process.

េ��រស�ូត

Ébouillantage et prélavage de la soie

scouring / boiling silk
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Rongveng

រង�ឹង

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Device with a wheel to wind silk threads onto spools to prepare 

them for weaving.

rouet

spinning wheel



44

Khmer

transliteration:
Hong omboh

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

A wooden cylindrical device on which thread is wounded.

ហងុអំេបាះ

bobine de fils

wooden spool / bobbin of threads
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Khmer script: ចង�ត
Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Chong kiet

nouer/ ligaturer

to tie

Khmer definition

ក�ុងបេច្ចកេទសេធ�ហលូ, េគចងស�ូតចាក់េ�តាមក្បាច់ែដលបានកំណត់
ជាមុនេដម�ីឲ្យែផ�កែដលមនិបានចងបានទទួលពណ៌ នងិែផ�កែដកបាន
ចងេនាះមនិ�បឡាក់ពណ៌។ ដំេណរការេនះ�តូវេធ� ដែដលៗជាមួយពណ៌    
េផ្សងៗរហតូដលប់េង�តបានជាហលូពណ៌ច�មុះ។

English definition

In the ikat technique, weft threads are tied following a pre-

determined motif to allow certain sections to receive the dye and 

others to repel it. The process is repeated with a different color to 

form a multicolored ikat.
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Khmer

transliteration:
Antaung

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

The warping is the preparation of the longitudinal warp threads for 

weaving, using first a wooden warping device to arrange them 

before winding them onto the warp beam on the loom.

អន�ង

ourdissage

warping 
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Thmenh (chheu); ចាក់េធ្មញ 
Chak thmenh is the verb 

designating the process of 

passing thread through the 

reed with a hook.

េធ្មញ (េឈ)

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Tool with metal or bamboo dents fastened in the batten towards 

the front of the loom to keep the warp ends evenly spaced and 

aligned.

peigne

reed
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Khmer

transliteration:
Tral 

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Round wooden tool containing a spool of threads passed through 

the shed on the loom, carrying one or more weft threads.

�តល់

navette à fil de soie

shuttle for silk
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Khmer definition

ជាបន�ះអំេបាះែដលអាចឲ្យស�ូតៃផ�កាត់េ�ចុង   �� ងេទ�ត េហយេគអាច 
េលកចុះេឡងេដម�ីត្បាញ។

English definition

Loops of thread through which warp ends are passed so that they 

may be raised or lowered to create the weaving.

Khmer script: តង�រ
Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Dangkor (n)

lisse(s)

leash(es), shaft(s) or heddle(s)
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Khmer script: េជង�ត
Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Cheung dek

supports pour le nouage de 

l’ikat

ikat tying stands

Khmer definition

េគយកអំេបាះស�ូតចាក់ ព័ទ្ធេ�ជំុវញិេឈេនះ េដម�ីចង�តេ�តាម 
ដំេណរការហលូផលតិេ�មហលូ។
English definition

Weft threads are warped around these wood stands to be tied 

following the hol (ikat) process.
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Preng / kras set saut

[= comb for silk]

ែ�បង /�កាសសតិស�ូត

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Tool used to coat warp threads on the loom with starch water to 

make them sturdier.

brosse pour le tissage

weaving brush
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Khmer

transliteration:
Dek kiet / Sdeng kiet

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Frame used to tie the weft yarn in the hol process.

ែដក�ត / ស្ដងឹ�ត

cadre à ligature

tying frame
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Wooden sticks around which the yarn leashes (or heddles) are tied.

 បន�ូលតង�រ

Bantoul dangkor

baguette pour les lisses

wood stick for leashes



54

Couture

ស�� រេដរ

Sewing techniques



55

Der

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Act of making clothing by joining pieces of cloth together to repair 

or make a garment. Thread is inserted through a needle and 

passed through the fabric by hand or by machine.

េដរ

coudre

to sew



56

Khmer

transliteration:
Thner; pronounced Thné

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

A stitch is a single turn or loop of thread used in sewing, knitting, 

embroidery, crochet, and needle lace-making, whether by hand or 

machine.

េថ�រ

point

stitch



57

Khmer script: េថ�រដាន
Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Thner dan

point droit

running stitch

Khmer definition

ជាេថ�រមូលដា� នែដល េដរេដាយ
េដាតម្ជុលនងិ អំេបាះេ�ក�ុង
�កណាត់េឡងចុះៗឲ្យេស្ម�� ។

English definition

Basic embroidery or sewing 

stitch done by running the needle 

and thread up and down the 

cloth at regular spacing.



58

Khmer

transliteration:
Thner banh chet

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

English definition

Small diagonal stitch used on collars, sleeve ends, and shirt hems 

and to finish the edges of a krama.

េថ�របញ្ឆតិ

point d’ourlet

whip stitch



59

Mjul

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

A long fine sharp tool used for hand-sewing with a hole (or eye) to 

hold the sewing thread.

ម្ជុល

aiguille

needle



60

Khmer definition

គឺជា�៉សុនីេ�បស��ប់ 
េដរ�កណាត់ នងិវត្ថុធាតុ 
េផ្សងៗេទ�តេដាយអំេបាះ, 
េ�បស��ប់េដរ 
សេម្ល�កបំពាក់។

Masin Der

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

A device to mechanically 

stitch fabrics and other 

materials with thread, 

used to produce 

garments.

�៉សុនីេដរ

machine à coudre

sewing machine



61

Masin der doy motor

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Mechanic or electronic sewing machine working at high speed for 

industrial production.

�៉សុនីេដរេដាយមូ៉ទ័រ

machine à coudre à haute vitesse

high-speed sewing machine



62

Masin sreh lev

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Mechanic or electronic sewing machine specifically used to stitch 

buttons.

�៉សុនីេ�សះេឡវ

machine pose-bouton

sewing machine for buttons



63

Masin kat kronat

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Manual, semi-automatic or automatic device used in garment 

manufacturing to cut fabrics before assembling them into 

garments.

�៉សុនីកាត់�កណាត់

machine de découpe pour tissu

fabric-cutting machine



64

Types de textiles

�បេភទវាយណភណ្ឌ

Types of textiles



65

Kronat

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Piece of woven or knitted fabric to be assembled into garments or 

textile products. More recent term in use since the 1970s.

�កណាត់

tissu

cloth / fabric



66

Komnat

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Ancient term used before the 1970s to designate a handwoven 

piece of fabric cut from a length of cloth or a sampot.

កំណាត់

pièce de tissu

piece of cloth / piece cut from a sampot



67

Viyanakpon

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Broad term including various fiber-based materials, also used to 

describe textile artefacts in museum collections.

វាយនភណ្ឌ

textile

textile



68

Bamnek

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

A piece cut from a larger textile or garment. For example: the 

corner of a blanket; or a sweater’s sleeve.

បំែណក

fragment

fragment



69

Kanseng

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

A light length of cloth worn by women as a scarf, shawl, headcloth 

or towel. Ancient term, less commonly used in Khmer language.

កែន្សង

foulard - écharpe

scarf /shawl / towel



70

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Khmer definition

ជា�កណាត់ែវងមួយ�� ងំែដលជាទូេ�េធ�ពីអំេបាះកប្បាសលម្អ េដាយ 
ក្បាច់�កឡាច�ក�តង្គ នងិ េ�បស��ប់ បង់ក, ជួតក្បាល,  ពានា, េស្ល�ក 
នងិចងេធ�អ�ងឹង (ទារក)។ េ�បស��ប់ការ រសេ់��បចាៃំថ�។

English definition

A length of cloth 

usually in cotton 

decorated with a 

checkered pattern 

and worn as a scarf, 

headcloth, shoulder 

sash, hip wrap, or 

baby carrier. For 

daily use.

�ក�

Krama

foulard - écharpe

plaid scarf



71

Krama saut

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Checkered silk cloth worn as a scarf. Malay and Cham people also 

wear checkered silk sarong around the waist.

�ក�ស�ូត

foulard en soie et à carreaux 

plaid silk scarf



72

Anlounh

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

A type of silk cloth woven with stripes on the whole length, usually 

worn as a wrapped skirt [sampot anlounh].

អន្លូញ

étoffe à rayures

woven textile with stripes



73

Phamaung

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Solid-colored weft-faced twill (or taffeta) fabric, which sometimes 

incorporates a shot silk effect with weft and warp threads in 

contrasting colors, usually worn as a skirt [sampot phamaung]. 

[Originally from Thai language: pha= skirt, muon= purple].

�មួង

taffetas ou sergé de soie unie

solid-colored twill or taffeta textile



74

Sarung

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Large tube or length of fabric, wrapped around the waist as a skirt. 

Unisex garment.

�រុង

jupe paréo

sarong/ hip wrap



75

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Khmer definition

ជា�កណាត់/សពំត់ែដល លម្អេដាយេ�ម�ង៉ �បណតិនងិរេំលចេដាយ
ែខ្សសយ, ជាធម្មតាេគេស្ល�ក សពំត់េនះក�ុងពធីិបុណ្យ េផ្សងៗជាពេិសស
េដាយ�កុមអភជិន ែខ្មរ នងិនាដការ ីេ��ន�ពះរាជ�ទព្យ

English definition

Richly decorated woven textile patterned with supplementary weft 

metallic threads [khsae soy], usually worn as a skirt for ceremonies 

[Sampot charabap] by the Cambodian nobility and by Royal Ballet 

dancers.

�របាប់ / ឬចរបាប់

Sarabab / charabap; both 

terms are acceptable

tissage façonné de fils métalliques dorés ou 

argentés

brocaded textile
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77

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Khmer definition

ជាសពំត់�សេដ�ង  �របាប់,េធ�ពីស�ូតលម្អេដាយ ក្បាច់ធរណី��ត នងិ
�� ែដលេធ�ពីអំេបាះស�ូត ឬ អំេបាះ�សេដ�ងស�ូត។ េគេស្ល�កជាសពំត់
ក�ុង    កម្មវធីិេផ្សងៗ។

English definition

Similar to the charabap, silk textile patterned with geometric and 

floral motifs in silk or silk-like threads instead of metallic threads. 

Worn as a skirt for ceremonies [sampot lboeuk].

េល�ក

Lboeuk

tissu façonné ou damassé

silk damask



78

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Khmer definition

ជាសពំត់ស�ូតែដល�ន េ�មពណ៌ច�មុះបានមកពីបេច្ចកេទស�ជលក់ 
ពណ៌ េដាយចង�ត។  ជាធម្មតាេគេស្ល�កជាសពំត់ េដម�ីចូលរួមក�ុង
ពធីិបុណ្យ េផ្សងៗ។

ហលូ

Hol

textile en ikat

ikat textile
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English definition

Weft ikat silk hip wrap with multicolor motifs obtained via resist-

dyeing techniques, usually worn as a skirt [sampot hol] for 

ceremonies.



80

Hol pidan

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Handwoven silk banner, canopy or hanging, woven by women and 

donated to temples. Made in the ikat technique, hol pidan usually 

represents figurative scenes taken from the life of Buddha.

ហលូពដិាន

fond d’autel

pictorial ikat banner



81

Chor cheay; also called 

chorchung, used in spoken 

language only

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Patterned decorative band with floral or geometric motifs in a 

contrasting color, sometimes in metallic threads, especially 

common in phamaung textiles.

ជរជាយ (ជរេជង)

bande décorative

patterned or embroidered hem



82

Khsae soy

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Metallic threads (gold or silver) used in weaving and embroidery to 

decorate textiles. Usually made in the filé technique with a fiber 

core around which strips of metallic materials are coiled.

ែខ្សសយ

fils métalliques

metallic threads



83

Kom / Kbach ក្បាច់ is the more 

general term for ornamental 

motif.

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Kom designates textile patterns. Kbach designates a repertoire of 

decorative forms specific to Khmer culture made of organic shapes 

and motifs used in Cambodian architecture and crafts.

េ�ម

motifs décoratifs textiles

textile ornamental motif / pattern



84

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Khmer definition

ក្បាច់េជងេទ�នបែន្ថម  េដាយក្បាច់ែមកេឈ លម្អេ�ជាយ នងិចុង
សពំត់ហលូែដល �នបង�ប់ន័យជាទី  សកា� រៈ នងិការការពារ។

English definition

Style of chandelier motif with stylized branches decorating the 

edges and borders of sampot hol (ikat textiles) carrying auspicious 

and protective meanings.

រងេជង / េជងេទ�ន

Rong choeung / Choeung tien

motif de chandelier

chandelier motif



85

Pak; pronounced park

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Embellishment technique on textiles that consists in forming 

decorative motifs using needle and thread by hand or by machine.

ប៉ាក់

broderie

embroidery



86

Cho; pronounced Ja

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

A fine open mesh-like fabric made from the interlacing of threads 

by machine or by hand following decorative patterns. Used 

especially for trimming and garments. In Cambodia, lace is used on 

female blouses [av].

ជរ

dentelle

lace



87

Chak; For example chak muok 

[to knit a hat]

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Knitting is a method of textile production in which loops of one or 

more yarns are interlocked, either by hand with knitting needles or 

by machine.

ចាក់

tricot / maille / tricoter [verb]

knit/ knitting



88

Mung

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Fine mesh-like material protecting against mosquitoes and other 

insects.

មុង

moustiquaire

mosquito net



89

Habillement

សេម្ល�កបំពាក់

Clothing



90

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Khmer definition

សេំ�េ�េលសេម្ល�ក បំពាក់�គប់�បេភទទាងំ អសែ់ដលេគេ�បស��ប់ 
�គបដណ�ប់េលរាងកាយ។

English definition

Refers to all kinds of clothes to dress the body.

សេម្ល�កបំពាក់

Somliek bompeak / Kho aw

vêtement(s) / habit(s) / habillement

clothing / clothes / garments



91

Khmer

transliteration:

Khmer script:

Français:

English:

អាវ

Aw

haut

upper garment

English definition

Refers to all kinds of upper garments (t-shirt, blouse, and shirt).



92

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Khmer definition

អាវបស�់ស�សី��ប់ចូល រួមក�ុងកម្មវធីិផ្លូវការ
�នលម្អេ�េដាយជរ នងិក្បាច់ប៉ាក់ស��ប់ 
ពាក់ជាមួយសពំត់ហលូ ឬ�មួង

English definition

Usually fitted upper body garment 

especially for women for formal 

occasions with decorative lace or 

embroidery over a sampot hol or 

phamaung.

អាវប៉ាក់
Aw pak

blouse en dentelle

embroidered or lace tunic/ blouse



93

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

អាវយតឺ

Aw yert

t-shirt

t-shirt

English definition

Short-sleeve, casual upper body garment in a T-shape, commonly 

in cotton jersey knit. 



94

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

អាវេ��

Aw krao

veste

jacket

English definition

Outer upper garment, typically of waist-length, with sleeves, 

pockets and a fastening system down the front.



95

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

អាវសមីឺ

Aw semi; pronounced 

"chemi" as in French

chemise

buttoned shirt

English definition

Upper body garment with a collar and buttons down the front, 

made in lightweight cotton fabric or similar.



96

Lev aw

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

A small disc sewn onto a garment for fastening.

េឡវអាវ

bouton

button



97

Krovat kor

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

A decorative narrow length of silky fabric worn and tied around the 

neck on a shirt, usually for menswear.

�កវាត់ក

cravate

neck tie



98

Kor aw; Kor means neck

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

The part around the neck of an upper garment (shirt, t-shirt, jacket 

or coat).

កអាវ

col

collar / neckband



99

Dai aw; Dai means arm

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

The part of an upper garment that wholly or partly covers a 

person's arm. It can be short or long.

ៃដអាវ

manche

sleeve 



100

Hopao; in spoken language, 

term is Kapao

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

A small pouch, usually of rectangular shape, sewn into or on a 

piece of clothing or accessory to carry small items.

េ�ប៉ាវ (កាប៉ាវ)

poche

pocket



101

Chong keh kho; Chong keh 

means waist

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

A strip of cloth or elastic band that forms the waist of a garment 

such as a skirt or a pair of trousers.

ចេង�ះេ�

taille

waist band



102

Khsae krovat

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Band or strap made in leather or other material, usually passed in 

belt loops to secure clothes around the waist. 

ែខ្ស�កវាត់

ceinture

belt



103

Khsae rout

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

A device consisting of two used to fasten garments, bags, and 

other items.

ែខ្សរូត

fermeture éclair

zipper



104

Khao cheung veng

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

A lower garment covering the body from waist to feet, fitting 

around each leg.

េ�េជងែវង

pantalon

long pants / trousers



105

Khao cheung okhlei mnoussa 

thom

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Lower garment covering the legs at knee-length.

េ�េជងខ្លីមនុស្សធំ

short

short pants / shorts



106



107

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Khmer definition

សេម្ល�កបំពាក់ែផ�ក�ង េ�កាមេធ�េឡ ងពី�កណាត់រាងចតុេកាណែកង
ព័ទ្ធជំុវញិចេង�ះ នងិេជង េស្ល�ក េដាយ�កេ�បជំុ  វញិចេង�ះ/ខ្លួនឬ�ចក
ពីេល។ េស្ល�កេដាយ�ស� ីក�ុងពធីិផ្លូវការនានា។

English definition

Lower garment made of a rectangular textile draped around the 

waist and legs as a hip wrap or tube skirt. Worn by women for 

formal traditional occasions.

សពំត់
Sampot / Sampot samloy / Sampot jupe bot

pièce de tissu drapé en jupe / jupe tubulaire

draped skirt



108

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

សពំត់ចងក�និ

Sampot chawng kbun / kbun

pantalon portefeuille/ Étoffe tissée de 4 mètres 

de long

wrapped trousers/ 4-meter long woven cloth



109

Khmer definition

�កណាត់រាងចតុេកាណ ែកង,ធម្មតាេធ�ពីស�ូត,មូរជាយសពំត់សង�ងចុង 
បត់សក៊ ឬចងេ�ចេង�ះ�ងេ�កាយឲ្យេចញរាងដូចេ� េហយអាចេស្ល�ក
បាន  ទាងំបុរស នងិ�ស�។ី ទំហ�ំកណាត់�បែហល បេណា� យ៤ែម៉�ត នងិ
ទទឹង ១ែម៉�ត។  ជាទូេ�េគមនិនយិមេស្ល�កេទ�តេទ េលកែលងែត 
ស��ប់រារំបា ំនងិមង្គលការ

English definition

Rectangular piece of cloth, usually made of silk material, draped 

into wrapped trousers worn by men and women. Not commonly 

worn anymore except for traditional dance and wedding 

ceremonies. / For kbun, cloth measurements of 4 meters long and 

1 meter width.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Khmer definition

េឆ�ងស��ប់�ស�ពីាក់េ�េល�្ម េឆ�ងស��ប់ពធីិ បុណ្យនងិរារំបា។ំ ជា
ធម្មតាវាេធ�ពីស�ូត នងិលម្អ េដាយអ�� េំផ្លកៗ។

English definition

Sash for women worn asymmetrically on the chest for ceremonies 

and dance performances. Usually made in silk fabric and 

embellished with sequins.

ៃស�

Sbaay

étole

asymmetric sash
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Raub

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

One-piece garment that combines the bodice and skirt and covers 

the body over the legs, commonly worn by women.

រ៉ូប

robe

dress
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Khaodranoap / 

Khao knong

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Garment (shorts, panties, bra) worn on the skin under other pieces 

of clothes.

េ��ទនាប់

sous-vêtements

underpants / underwear
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Muak katep

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Head covering with a peak.

មួកកាតបិ

casquette

cap
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Kabaub

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

A portable container made of leather or fabric to carry personal 

items.

កាបូប

sac

bag
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Sbekcheung

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Footwear.

ែស�កេជង

chaussure(s)

shoe(s)
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Sbekcheung phtoat

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Open type of footwear with straps holding the foot and often 

showing the toes.

ែស�កេជង�� ត់

sandales

sandal(s)
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Conservation préventive

ការអភរិក្សប�� រ

Preventative Conservation
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Kar a phi reak

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Conservation for documents, archives, artworks, and museums 

combines a range of specialized techniques to treat physical 

objects to ensure their longevity.

ការអភរិក្ស 

conservation

conservation
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A phi reak bangkar [karpear]

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Preventative conservation aims to reduce and delay the 

environmental deterioration over museum collections and objects.

អភរិក្សប�� រ (ការពារ)

conservation préventive

preventative [conservation]
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Kar thae raksa sakmuchay; 

Vatho means “object”

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

The action and plan to protect and take care of collections in a 

museum or archives, including efficient safe storage, acid free 

boxes, and a climate-controlled environment.

ការែថរក្សាសមុច្ច័យ (វត្ថុ)

suivi des collections

collection care
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Kar pyea bal

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Conservation treatments are techniques to stabilize and repair 

objects. Activities involve fine hand work of surface cleaning, 

mending, and patching a textile.

ការព្យាបាល

traitement / soin

treatment
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

Khmer definition

ជាសកម្មភាពជួសជុល សេម្ល�កបំពាក់ នងិវាយណ ភ័ណ្ឌែដលេស្ល�កពាក់
រួចេហយ។ ក�ុងការអភរិក្ស, េគជួសជុលេដម�ីឲ្យវាេ� ជាប់នងិែថរក្សា
ឲ្យគង់វង្សបានយរូេដាយេ�បម្ជុល នងិអំេបាះជាេ�ល។

ពាក្យជួសជុលេនះ ភាគេ�ចនេ�បេ�ក�ុងេរាងជាងអភរិក្ស។ ពាក្យ
ែដលេគេ�បទូេ�គឺ េដរ នងិប៉ះ

 ជួសជុល

chuoschoul; [only used for 

conservation] For common 

terms, see fixing seams (der / 

េដរ) and patching/mending 

(pak / ប៉ាក់).

réparer/ rapiécer

to repair / to mend



124

English definition

Mending is the act of repairing worn clothes and textiles. In 

conservation, the goal is to stabilize the artifact and extend its 

lifespan using sewing as a core technique.

ជួសជុល [chuoschoul] is only used in museum conservation. 

Common terms for stitching and patching are der (េដរ) and pah 

(ប៉ះ)
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Run ( “u” pronounced like the 

“u” in the word "put") / Snaam 

rohaek / Rohaek

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Français:

English:

English definition

Damages that are common to textiles due to wear and age. These 

imperfections include holes and tears.

រន្ធ ��មរែហក រែហក

déchirure / trou

hole, tear, rip
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