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Designed as both a digital
platform and a printed
publication, this trilingual

Fashion and Textile Glossary —
available in English, French, and
Khmer — is an innovative
resource that aims to bridge
linguistic and cultural gaps in
the study of Cambodian fashion
and textiles. While a few textile-
related glossaries exist within
academic literature, these
resources remain limited in
scope. They are often
inaccessible to Cambodian
students, researchers, and
designers.

At the same time, Cambodian
textile and fashion history
remains underrepresented in

scholarly literature, notably in
the fields of Cambodian studies
and fashion studies.

A crucial motivation behind this
project lies in Cambodia’s
traumatic twentieth-century
history. During the 1970s, the
civil war and the Khmer Rouge
regime had catastrophic effects
on artisanal textile production
as well as the way people
dress, especially for ceremonies
and rituals.

This decade of political, social,
and humanitarian upheaval led
to the collapse of fiber
production, especially
sericulture, and disrupted the
transmission of weaving skills.



The genocide claimed about
two million people between
1975 and 1979, a quarter of the
population at the time, which
led to a generational gap
upending the transmission of
specific dress customs. The
glossary currently identifies and
defines 100 key technical,
material, and cultural terms
relating to Cambodian textiles
and fashion, offering
translations and descriptions in
English, French, and Khmer. It
is the result of extensive
research into Cambodian dress
and textile heritage.

The terms were identified
through fieldwork research and
conversations with weavers,
analysis of extant sources,
collaborative work with the
translator, and input from
Cambodian experts. Though
not exhaustive, the selection of
terms is intended to be
comprehensive, covering
various facets of textile and

fashion production.

The glossary is organized into
categories that include fibers
and raw materials, dyes, textile
techniques, sewing techniques,
types of textiles, clothing, and
preventative conservation.
Some of the etymology of
Khmer fashion terminology
originates from French,
reflecting Cambodia’s colonial
past. Other terms connect with
a history of technological
development with textile
machinery, including sewing
machines in the twentieth
century.

The glossary also contributes to
the ongoing effort to decolonize
fashion studies by redressing
marginalized histories and
decentralizing knowledge
production. In that regard, this
project provides a didactic and
user-friendly model for other
terminology databases on
fashion and textiles that include



technical vocabulary, practices,
objects, and materials.

Devised as a shareable
resource, the online database
invites contributions, updates,
and additions.

Each term is equally accessible
in all three languages to foster a
de-hierarchized approach. As a
work in progress, the glossary
remains open to revision and
discussion.

We hope that the database can
continue to expand in the near
future, via collaborations with
Cambodian, French, and
Anglophone institutions.
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Fibers and materials

Fibres et matériaux



Khmer script: 55755
Khmer

. . Sorsai
transliteration:

Khmer definition

s65tEs A IIBAE B UREIUES
5ﬁ‘mﬁ 6NGE6E GRO1ImIE
&5C<iﬂﬁ‘1 &56&55{}‘58%’66‘6%
mﬁﬁmsmwjmm Geeas 1

Francais: fibre

English: fiber

English definition

A fiber is the smallest part of a
plant, animal fur or synthetic
material. A mass of such parts
form a thread or yarn.

10



Khmer script: gﬁlﬁ

Khmer Saut
transliteration: au
Francais: soie
English: silk

English definition
A protein-based fiber, silk is a continuous filament obtained from
the cocoons of different species of moths and arachnids.



Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

575

Mon

mdarier

mulberry tree

Tree from the morus species which provides leaves upon which

Bombyx mori silkworms feed.

12



Khmer script: Khmer transliteration:

33533 Dongkov neang
9
Francais: English:
ver a soie silkworm

Khmer definition
mlﬁcﬁgngb’z‘éﬁiﬁmﬁ mﬁﬁmfﬁﬁgbﬁi«gjs Bombyx Mori, %1616)75
RN B s sostesagia ’

English definition
Larvae of moths, commonly of the domesticated Bombyx mori
species, which produce silk.




Khmer script: &%ijﬁ'ﬁ?j‘%’)ﬁ

Khmer

transliteration: Sambok dong kov neang

Francais: cocon de soie

English: silk cocoon

English definition
Upon their transition into moths, silkworms build a protective
cocoon made of silk fibroin (protein) and sericin (glue).

14



Khmer script:

"G jes
Khmer Kabb
transliteration: abbas
Francais: coton
English: cotton

English definition
Soft white cellulosic material around the seeds of the cotton plant
(Gossypium species), which is spun into fibers.



Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

)

Phlae ko, pronounced “Phlae

i

ga

kapok

kapok

A fine, fibrous material similar to cotton that grows around the

seeds of the ceiba tree, mainly cultivated in Asia.

16



Khmer script: cs)5¢ i‘si]%i

Khmer . ;
transliteration: omchiem
Francais: laine
English: Wool

English definition

Fine, soft curly or wavy protein-based fiber forming the coat of a
sheep, goat, or similar animal, spun into yarn for knitting or
weaving.



Khmer script: % g 2

Khmer Nilon

transliteration: g
Francais: nylon
English: nylon

English definition
Synthetic fiber made of petroleum with a silk-like appearance.

18



Khmer script: 5568028560 H

Khmer

transliteration: Omboh saamyok

Francais: synthétique

English: synthetic

English definition

Man-made fibers obtained through chemical processes, made from
petroleum such as polyester, polyamide, nylon, acrylic. Not natural
fibers.



Dyes

Teintures



Khmer script: !
G‘L‘g’)lﬁaﬁ al

Khmer Thnam jroluk; jroluk por is the
transliteration: verb "to dye"

Francais: teinture

English: dye

English definition
Process of coloring fibers, yarns, or fabrics using dye materials
usually applied in an aqueous solution.

21



Khmer script: (@) {Rasm)SYRE, BINMBYRS
Khmer

transliteratio [Thnam jroluk] Thommocheat/ Thnam por

n: thomocheat
Francais: [teinture] naturelle
English: natural [dye]

Khmer definition
BRAANMTYNHFR 00 (RATGHEEMAITE,

Q Q

E5GRERS, (RS, eogein SHlieRIHY

=4

English definition
Natural dyes are colorants derived from plants, barks,

fruits, insects, and minerals.

22



Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

(BIRUA) S

[Thnam jroluk] Kimi

[teinture] chimique

synthetic [dye]

Dyes from industrial man-made compounds.

23



d

Khmer script: a§'§ o 052335

Khmer i
transliteration: eak khmer
Francais: stick-lac
English: lac

English definition
Southeast Asian species of the cochineal (Laccifer lacca) producing
a red-colored resin on tree branches.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

ﬁglﬁ(,ﬁﬁ

Chompu chroélok

graines de roucou

annatto seeds

From the Bixa Orellana (annatto) shrub, also called achiote tree. The
seeds provide a natural dyestuff giving a bright reddish-orange

color.

25



Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

ﬁ@@j

Makleua

fruits du Diospyros mollis

ebony fruit

The Diospyros mollis, medium-sized tree native to Southeast Asia,

whose fruits produce a natural black dyestuff.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

BUAYE

Sombork prohout

écorce de garcinia

garcinia tree bark

From the Garcinia vilersiana Pierre, a tall native tree in Southeast
Asia. The bark decoction provides a bright yellow dye.

27



Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

C§i~7[§i

Daem trém

indigo

indigo

The Indigofera Tinctoria shrub, of which leaves provide a natural

dark blue dye through a complex process of fermentation and

oxidization.

28



Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

BB TS or ESI5

Sach chou

mordant alun

alum mordant

An alum chemical or metallic compound used in dyeing to fix the

coloring matter in natural dyes.

29



Textile techniques

Techniques textiles

GeonegdH G ]6])



Khmer script: HENE) (819)

Dombanh (noun); It is the noun
Khmer form of the verb tbanh
transliteration: (t(+om)banh); written T, but
pronounced D

Francais: tissage

English: weaving / woven

English definition
Method of textile production that consists in interlacing a minimum
of two distinct sets of threads together.

31



v

Khmer script: gen (7%?(15‘)5567)

<

Khmer

transliteration: 2" (Verd)

Khmer definition Francais: tisser
MIBBHNG ARSI B A

NS LB 59[5?’:? S &5 76 English: to weave
LGN

English definition
Creating a textile on a
loom by interlacing warp
and weft threads at an
angle.

32



Khmer script: R

Khmer Phtey [65{810R Saut phtey =
transliteration: silk warp]

Francais: chaine

English: warp

English definition
Yarns or threads extended lengthwise onto a loom, to be interlaced
with weft threads.

33



Khmer script: Z&

Khmer Chak 85 {&®17 Saut chak =
transliteration: silk weft]

Francais: trame

English: weft

English definition
Weft threads are the horizontal threads or yarns interlaced at an
angle with vertical warp threads in a woven fabric.

34



Khmer script: %/%ﬁiﬁ‘l@

Khmer
transliteration:

Kei / kei dombanh

Francais: métier a tisser

English: loom / shaft loom

Khmer definition

M2UAIMNGH IS (1R BURACRS 1 A6 USepigmE Gimes
RENGIE] SEEIRMBEAET  [UARMBRYIHNMR)
TFOME

English definition
A device, usually made of wood, on which a warp is arranged,
allowing the interlacing of threads to form a cloth.
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Khmer script: %g'] 558

Khmer Kei ,
. . ei masin
transliteration:
Francais: métier a tisser automatique
English: power loom / mechanic loom

English definition
A semi-automatic or automatic loom, which, once set up, can
operate mechanically.
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Khmer script: ﬁcmo

Khmer Omboh
transliteration: mbo
Francais: il

English: yarn / thread

English definition
Spun thread used for sewing, weaving, and knitting.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

Cgéfs?

Thpech

cardage du coton

cotton fiber carding

A mechanical or manual process to clean, align and brush fibers

(cotton or wool) and prepare them to be transformed into yarn.
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Khmer script: SN HCTN/ E500

HeTNs
Khmer Jong vay omboh [skein] /
transliteration: somnom [bundle]
Francais: écheveau
English: skein / bundle / hank

English definition
Bundle of strands of yarn twisted in a braid to prevent
entanglement.

39



Khmer definition

4 5 o
ARINCANIMIFNESH
E65CES B TS YRR
R 957]

Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

Eodags
Srav saut

dévidage

silk reeling

Reeling is the process of unwinding
silk filament from the cocoons

directly onto a holder.

40



Khmer script: 50355602

Khmer Rovey [saut]
transliteration: Y

Francais: filature de la soie / filage
English: silk spinning

Khmer definition
mﬁ€t$ﬁ€§55€i‘§ 556ESERCESCI6T) wzc&s&slﬁcl@s venes A 1
556803 chscsmssm ety cmwmmﬁ?@ N5

English definition
Spinning is a technique to form yarn from several silk filaments.
The fiber intended is drawn out, twisted, and wound onto a bobbin.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

)

Sngor saut; 47 A1 Teuk
kbong is the ash water used to
boil the silk.

Ebouillantage et prélavage de la soie

scouring / boiling silk

Boiling silk threads with ash water to prepare them for the dyeing

process.

42



Khmer script: 5 § 2

Khmer Rongven
transliteration: gveng
Francais: rouet
English: spinning wheel

English definition
Device with a wheel to wind silk threads onto spools to prepare
them for weaving.
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Khmer script: V) 2 555m°

Khmer

transliteration: Hong omboh

Francais: bobine de fils

English: wooden spool / bobbin of threads

English definition
A wooden cylindrical device on which thread is wounded.
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Khmer script: o365

Khmer

transliteration: 09 kel
Francais: nouer ligaturer
English: to tie

Khmer definition
HGRUCERCGEERU, (FEHES[HERFMEANGIRNBHMG

NGRNGIGBAIRITRREINBIF NN SHBAIRANS

EHERERIUGNANNM 1 REONIMICBEIR RN I WA
(RID YHRVGRTNRMNYQTNMGTS: o

)

English definition

In the ikat technique, weft threads are tied following a pre-
determined motif to allow certain sections to receive the dye and
others to repel it. The process is repeated with a different color to
form a multicolored ikat.

45



Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

5559

Antaung

ourdissage

warping

The warping is the preparation of the longitudinal warp threads for

weaving, using first a wooden warping device to arrange them

before winding them onto the warp beam on the loom.

46



Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

Thmenh (chheu); ©176567)
Chak thmenh is the verb
designating the process of
passing thread through the
reed with a hook.

peigne

reed

Tool with metal or bamboo dents fastened in the batten towards
the front of the loom to keep the warp ends evenly spaced and

aligned.

47



Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

Bev

Tral

navette a fil de soie

shuttle for silk

Round wooden tool containing a spool of threads passed through

the shed on the loom, carrying one or more weft threads.

48



Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration: 29" ()

Francais: lisse(s)

English: leash(es), shaft(s) or heddle(s)

Khmer definition
MUR LR IMB IR HIRMHFITH  ©INF)s (UIs6HsmG
CBRBeg ReR G N6 7

English definition
Loops of thread through which warp ends are passed so that they
may be raised or lowered to create the weaving.
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Khmer script: (Sxe5

Khmer
transliteration: Cheung dek
Francais: S}JDDOrts pour le nouage de
I'ikat
English: ikat tying stands

Khmer definition

CRERSESTE®IN 0 GRTNIMRS6R: (RYjEHMateIme
RepNTMIV BB HEMTU)QS

English definition

Weft threads are warped around these wood stands to be tied
following the hol (ikat) process. \
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Khmer script: Elﬁ 2 /lm 5SS &;Lﬁ

Khmer Preng / kras set saut
transliteration: [= comb for silk]
Francais: brosse pour le tissage
English: weaving brush

English definition
Tool used to coat warp threads on the loom with starch water to
make them sturdier.
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Khmer script: 2S5 855 / 5§bﬁ)ﬁ

Khmer ' '
transliteration: Dek kiet / Sdeng kiet
Francais: cadre & ligature
English: tying frame

English definition
Frame used to tie the weft yarn in the hol process.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

ﬁﬁaﬁﬁps

<t

Bantoul dangkor

baguette pour les lisses

wood stick for leashes

Wooden sticks around which the yarn leashes (or heddles) are tied.
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Sewing techniques

Couture

ﬁﬁ?ﬁ@ﬁﬁ



Khmer script: S5

Khmer D
transliteration: e
Francais: coudre
English: to sew

English definition

Act of making clothing by joining pieces of cloth together to repair
or make a garment. Thread is inserted through a needle and
passed through the fabric by hand or by machine.
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Khmer script: ng

Khmer

transliteration: Thner; pronounced Thné

Francais: point

English: stitch
English definition
A stitch is a single turn or loop of thread used in sewing, knitting,

embroidery, crochet, and needle lace-making, whether by hand or
machine.
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Khmer script: (LIRS

Khmer

. . Thner dan
transliteration:
Francais: point droit
English: running stitch

/ i J
Khmer definition English definition
mcgqsgimgwsfﬁm ERIERNCS Basic embroidery or sewing
Cﬁ)ﬁgjm%b 556?{1:69‘70?‘2‘123) stitch done by running the needle
lﬁmﬁﬁCﬁﬁ@:ﬂ@ijﬁﬁ 9 and thread up and down the

cloth at regular spacing.
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Khmer script: Cgﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ

Khmer

transliteration: Thner banh chet

Francais: point d’ourlet

English: whip stitch

English definition
Small diagonal stitch used on collars, sleeve ends, and shirt hems
and to finish the edges of a krama.
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Khmer script: Sas

Khmer ,
transliteration: Myt
Francais: aiguille
English: needle

English definition
A long fine sharp tool used for hand-sewing with a hole (or eye) to
hold the sewing thread.

59



Khmer script: @ 558 95

Khmer Masin D
transliteration: asin zer
Francais: machine & coudre
English: sewing machine

Khmer definition
AMEIEERT e TG
CRI[OME BHIE®E
CRID6G) e ee,
(OB TAOITRS
wcgﬂﬁ{imﬁ ¥

English definition

A device to mechanically
stitch fabrics and other
materials with thread,
used to produce
garments.
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Khmer script: éﬁscﬁﬁcmw'g&g

Khmer

transliteration: Masin der doy motor

Francais: machine a coudre a haute vitesse

English: high-speed sewing machine

English definition
Mechanic or electronic sewing machine working at high speed for
industrial production.
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Khmer script: ﬁ”)&?S C‘L&SZC%?

Khmer

. . Masin sreh lev
transliteration: asin sre

Francais: machine pose-bouton

English: sewing machine for buttons

English definition
Mechanic or electronic sewing machine specifically used to stitch
buttons.
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Khmer script: g”,g&'ﬁ mf;lﬁmmﬁ'

Khmer

transliteration: Masin kat kronat

Francais: machine de découpe pour tissu

English: fabric-cutting machine

English definition

Manual, semi-automatic or automatic device used in garment
manufacturing to cut fabrics before assembling them into
garments.
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Types of textiles

Types de textiles

[UEHRGNEMNFEN)



Khmer script: Lﬁmmﬁ

Khmer p
transliteration: ronat
Francais: tissu
English: cloth / fabric

English definition
Piece of woven or knitted fabric to be assembled into garments or
textile products. More recent term in use since the 1970s.
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Khmer script: Some

Khmer K

transliteration: omnat

Francais: piece de tissu

English: piece of cloth / piece cut from a sampot

English definition
Ancient term used before the 1970s to designate a handwoven
piece of fabric cut from a length of cloth or a sampot.
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Khmer script: 500

Khmer

' n
transliteration: Viyanakpo
Frangais: textile
English: textile

English definition
Broad term including various fiber-based materials, also used to
describe textile artefacts in museum collections.
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Khmer script: GRons

Khmer 5 y
transliteration: amne
Francais: fragment
English: fragment

English definition
A piece cut from a larger textile or garment. For example: the
corner of a blanket; or a sweater’s sleeve.
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Khmer script: o Eﬁjﬁ

Khmer Kansen
transliteration: g

Francais: foulard - écharpe
English: scarf /shawl / towel

English definition
A light length of cloth worn by women as a scarf, shawl, headcloth
or towel. Ancient term, less commonly used in Khmer language.
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Khmer script: U

Khmer

transliteration: Krama
Francais: foulard - écharpe
English: plaid scarf

Khmer definition

mlﬁmm'ﬁ@wmmwasmqccﬁmmﬁcm AYNESQY (R
ﬁmﬁlﬁgpﬁ AIEH B9 Clﬁﬁili«ﬂii GHA, HEFNS, M, cfﬁjﬁ
RHGHERHTOH (957) 1 ([T e [EM3 56661 {U IS

English definition
A length of cloth
usually in cotton
decorated with a
checkered pattern
and worn as a scarf,
headcloth, shoulder
sash, hip wrap, or
baby carrier. For
daily use.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

(RS

Krama saut

foulard en soie et a carreaux

plaid silk scarf

Checkered silk cloth worn as a scarf. Malay and Cham people also

wear checkered silk sarong around the waist.
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Khmer script: 55

560
J
Khmer Anlounh
transliteration: nioun
Francais: étoffe a rayures
English: woven textile with stripes

English definition
A type of silk cloth woven with stripes on the whole length, usually
worn as a wrapped skirt [sampot anlounh].
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

Phamaung

taffetas ou sergé de soie unie

solid-colored twill or taffeta textile

Solid-colored weft-faced twill (or taffeta) fabric, which sometimes

incorporates a shot silk effect with weft and warp threads in

contrasting colors, usually worn as a skirt [sampot phamaung].

[Originally from Thai language: pha= skirt, muon= purple].
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Khmer script: 8515 2

Khmer Sarun
transliteration: g
Francais: jupe paréo
English: sarong/ hip wrap

English definition
Large tube or length of fabric, wrapped around the waist as a skirt.
Unisex garment.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

Khmer definition

55T / YBINY

Sarabab / charabap; both
terms are acceptable

tissage fagonné de fils métalliques dorés ou
argentés

brocaded textile

RIFIME/ESNHIRES QIFERNEERTEIN [UMFRDIA O
(916665, IBYHCFCES| 7 ESORCRITNNRUM] 6] IR6I66685
CRIGIREHANS (95 RHMRMI QIR {HNN]ER]

English definition

Richly decorated woven textile patterned with supplementary weft

metallic threads [khsae soy], usually worn as a skirt for ceremonies

[Sampot charabap] by the Cambodian nobility and by Royal Ballet

dancers.

75
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Khmer script: gajj"ﬁ

Khmer | boeuk

transliteration: oeu

Francais: tissu fagonné ou damassé
English: silk damask

Khmer definition
RESH{ESER]D 65T (RN HGERNE HNEHIMNG]E B

RIURQICH5CIEGTE G F6T{e66R) DagTs 7 CACES|ARES AR
OB AYIRERINY

English definition

Similar to the charabap, silk textile patterned with geometric and
floral motifs in silk or silk-like threads instead of metallic threads.
Worn as a skirt for ceremonies [sampot Iboeuk].
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Khmer script: mes

Khmer Hol
transliteration: ©

Francais: textile en ikat
English: ikat textile

Khmer definition

ﬁ?fﬁb‘)ﬁfﬁlﬁcwwﬁ)ﬁ Cﬁ)ﬁmm&?lﬁ mSﬁﬁmﬁGGﬁcgfﬁlﬁMﬁ
mm CRNES BRI mm«imm&sjﬁmwmﬁ Gni;‘ijis?ajﬁﬁﬁ«fb
IBTA] (-1
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English definition

Weft ikat silk hip wrap with multicolor motifs obtained via resist-
dyeing techniques, usually worn as a skirt [sampot hol] for
ceremonies.
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Khmer script: ‘U{]Gﬁﬁ;‘?ﬂ 3

Khmer .
transliteration: Hol pidan
Francais: fond d’autel
English: pictorial ikat banner

English definition

Handwoven silk banner, canopy or hanging, woven by women and
donated to temples. Made in the ikat technique, hol pidan usually
represents figurative scenes taken from the life of Buddha.
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Khmer script: DI (BIEND)

Chor cheay; also called
chorchung, used in spoken
language only

Khmer
transliteration:

Francais: bande décorative

English: patterned or embroidered hem

English definition

Patterned decorative band with floral or geometric motifs in a
contrasting color, sometimes in metallic threads, especially
common in phamaung textiles.
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Khmer script: EZJ&O'(ﬁ

Khmer Khsae so
transliteration: y
Francais: fils métalliques
English: metallic threads

English definition

Metallic threads (gold or silver) used in weaving and embroidery to
decorate textiles. Usually made in the filé technique with a fiber
core around which strips of metallic materials are coiled.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

6AY

Kom / Kbach ﬁj‘é‘ is the more
general term for ornamental
motif.

motifs décoratifs textiles

textile ornamental motif / pattern

Kom designates textile patterns. Kbach designates a repertoire of
decorative forms specific to Khmer culture made of organic shapes
and motifs used in Cambodian architecture and crafts.
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Khmer script:

596R5 / ¢RHeg)s
Khmer
transliteration: Rong choeung / Choeung tien
Francais:
motif de chandelier
English:

chandelier motif

Khmer definition
ﬁm@cﬁﬁc@sﬁcsﬁ RISANELERERS st 8w
BNEUVBIRG DBUPTRWMEG s5ms: SBmamsems o

English definition

Style of chandelier motif with stylized branches decorating the
edges and borders of sampot hol (ikat textiles) carrying auspicious
and protective meanings.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

Pak; pronounced park

broderie

embroidery

Embellishment technique on textiles that consists in forming

decorative motifs using needle and thread by hand or by machine.
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Khmer script: 35

Khmer

o; pronounced Ja
transliteration: Cho; pronoun

Francais: dentelle

English: lace

English definition

A fine open mesh-like fabric made from the interlacing of threads
by machine or by hand following decorative patterns. Used
especially for trimming and garments. In Cambodia, lace is used on
female blouses [av].
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Khmer script: 5

Khmer Chak; For example chak muok
transliteration: [to knit a hat]

Francais: tricot / maille / tricoter [verb]
English: knit/ knitting

English definition

Knitting is a method of textile production in which loops of one or
more yarns are interlocked, either by hand with knitting needles or
by machine.
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Khmer script: 53

Khmer Mun
transliteration: g
Francais: moustiquaire
English: mosquito net

English definition
Fine mesh-like material protecting against mosquitoes and other
insects.
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Clothing

Habillement

wcg]ﬁi?mﬁ'



Khmer script: fﬁccigijﬁfimﬁ

Khmer

. . Somliek bompeak / Kho aw
transliteration:
Francais: vétement(s) / habit(s) / habillement
English: clothing / clothes / garments

Khmer definition
zﬁcﬁicdca?&scgjﬁ GMATRUTEERGAD ﬁféfﬁascml%w[mi'ﬁ
[AURMTEONBMES o

English definition
Refers to all kinds of clothes to dress the body.
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Khmer script: 559

Khmer A
transliteration: v

Francais: haut

English: upper garment

English definition
Refers to all kinds of upper garments (t-shirt, blouse, and shirt).
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Khmer script: 58) 5‘173?"7

Khmer Aw pak

transliteration:

Francais: blouse en dentelle

English: embroidered or lace tunic/ blouse

Khmer definition
&ﬂiﬁfﬁl&ﬁwlﬁ]ﬁt’?m 5i§ﬁ%§ﬁi§?i‘éi§5’ﬁw
ﬁlswﬁcﬁcﬁwﬁﬁ Sbﬁjﬁmﬁwl@ﬁ
Mﬁm‘é‘iw&émﬁiﬂm YRy

English definition
Usually fitted upper body garment
especially for women for formal
occasions with decorative lace or
embroidery over a sampot hol or  }
phamaung. T
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Khmer script: 56) j@‘;ﬁ

Khmer A vert
transliteration: 4
Francais: t-shirt
English: t-shirt

English definition
Short-sleeve, casual upper body garment in a T-shape, commonly
in cotton jersey knit.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

5136l

Aw krao

veste

jacket

Outer upper garment, typically of waist-length, with sleeves,

pockets and a fastening system down the front.
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Khmer script: 56) 553.'%

Khmer Aw semi; pronounced
transliteration: "chemi" as in French
Francais: chemise

English: buttoned shirt

English definition
Upper body garment with a collar and buttons down the front,
made in lightweight cotton fabric or similar.
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Khmer script: C?jﬁ'ﬁ)i

Khmer ]

transliteration: evaw
Francais: bouton
English: button

English definition
A small disc sewn onto a garment for fastening.
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Khmer script: lﬁ e

Khmer

. . Krovat kor
transliteration:
Francais: cravate
English: neck tie

English definition
A decorative narrow length of silky fabric worn and tied around the
neck on a shirt, usually for menswear.
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Khmer script: 5569

Khmer

. . Kor aw; Kor means neck
transliteration:

Francais: col

English: collar / neckband

English definition
The part around the neck of an upper garment (shirt, t-shirt, jacket
or coat).
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Khmer script:

Khmer

. . Dai aw; Dai means arm
transliteration:

Francais: manche

English: sleeve

English definition
The part of an upper garment that wholly or partly covers a
person's arm. It can be short or long.
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Khmer script: cUNEs (ML)

Khmer Hopao; in spoken language,
transliteration: term is Kapao

Francais: poche

English: pocket

English definition
A small pouch, usually of rectangular shape, sewn into or on a
piece of clothing or accessory to carry small items.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

BN
N

Chong keh kho; Chong keh
means waist

taille

waist band

A strip of cloth or elastic band that forms the waist of a garment

such as a skirt or a pair of trousers.
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Khmer script: Ezjlﬁj"ﬁ

Khmer

transliteration: Khsae krovat

Francais: ceinture

English: belt

English definition
Band or strap made in leather or other material, usually passed in
belt loops to secure clothes around the waist.
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Khmer script: 62}05 &

Khmer

. . Khsae rout
transliteration:
Francais: fermeture éclair
English: Zipper

English definition
A device consisting of two used to fasten garments, bags, and
other items.
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Khmer script: cNeS Bl

Khmer

transliteration: Khao cheung veng

Francais: pantalon

English: long pants / trousers

English definition
A lower garment covering the body from waist to feet, fitting
around each leg.
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Khmer script: c%cﬁb%ﬁ@ﬁj?&s

Khmer Khao cheung okhlei mnoussa
transliteration: thom

Francais: short

English: short pants / shorts

English definition
Lower garment covering the legs at knee-length.
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Khmer script: s26s

Khmer Sampot / Sampot samloy / Sampot jupe bot
transliteration:

Francais: piece de tissu drapé en jupe / jupe tubulaire
English: draped skirt

Khmer definition

856y REMALEH AN Clﬁ]@CﬁC?jbﬂlﬁMﬁﬂb@ﬁcmﬂﬂCﬁb
EER: sbcﬁ%ﬁ ceo]A C"?(ﬁlﬁwﬂﬁﬁ ?msc%r/zs-wt@ﬁ

mcai | caﬂﬁmwlzﬁ ﬁ%mmsmssvsw

English definition

Lower garment made of a rectangular textile draped around the
waist and legs as a hip wrap or tube skirt. Worn by women for
formal traditional occasions.
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Khmer script: &5 mz‘;‘ta%jfﬁ s

Khmer

transliteration: Sampot chawng kbun / kbun

pantalon portefeuille/ Etoffe tissée de 4 métres

Francais:
de long

English: wrapped trousers/ 4-meter long woven cloth
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Khmer definition

[FOMBIBEEHAN IR BYME NS (R FINGENDEBABEH
GHeoH YEHEFIEER: mbclmw@cﬁmﬂbwﬁm cmwﬁr@c&ﬂﬁ
IS mbisszﬁ 85 &57 qmlﬁamzslﬁcmas Gcmwdﬁélﬁ 85
gohH 9@1«7@57 mgcq?m@sswm@ﬁcqjﬁcq caSrlasais
ééliﬂiimtﬂ sb@i’zmmﬁ

English definition

Rectangular piece of cloth, usually made of silk material, draped
into wrapped trousers worn by men and women. Not commonly
worn anymore except for traditional dance and wedding
ceremonies. / For kbun, cloth measurements of 4 meters long and
1 meter width.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

Khmer definition

Sbaay

étole

asymmetric sash

cxaj%wl@ﬁlfﬁmﬁcs?camﬂcmwlﬁvéﬁ GONJRPNIT 1 =
BYMNCFAG [ RO YRGB ) 1

English definition

Sash for women worn asymmetrically on the chest for ceremonies

and dance performances. Usually made in silk fabric and

embellished with sequins.
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Khmer script: ,,gﬁ

Khmer Raub
transliteration: au
Francais: robe
English: dress

English definition
One-piece garment that combines the bodice and skirt and covers
the body over the legs, commonly worn by women.
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Khmer script: C%quﬂ,,&

Khmer Khaodranoap /
transliteration: Khao knong

Francais: sous-vétements
English: underpants / underwear

English definition
Garment (shorts, panties, bra) worn on the skin under other pieces
of clothes.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

GHRMHY

Muak katep

casquette

cap

Head covering with a peak.
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Khmer script: MY

Khmer Kabaub
transliteration: abatl
Francais: sac
English: bag

English definition
A portable container made of leather or fabric to carry personal
items.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

Footwear.

CaoreR D

Sbekcheung

chaussure(s)

shoe(s)
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Khmer script: ijﬁgﬁb@ﬁ

Khmer

transliteration: Sbekcheung phtoat
Francais: sandales

English: sandal(s)

English definition
Open type of footwear with straps holding the foot and often
showing the toes.
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Preventative Conservation

Conservation préventive

MIsHINJGING



Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

MIHHIN]

Kar a phi reak

conservation

conservation

Conservation for documents, archives, artworks, and museums

combines a range of specialized techniques to treat physical

objects to ensure their longevity.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

SHINJN (MI6NS)

A phi reak bangkar [karpear]

conservation préventive

preventative [conservation]

Preventative conservation aims to reduce and delay the

environmental deterioration over museum collections and objects.
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Khmer script: ﬁ]ﬁg@ﬁﬁﬁ 5154,;155:,:’(5;5 (95)

Khmer Kar thae raksa sakmuchay;
transliteration: Vatho means “object”
Francais: suivi des collections
English: collection care

English definition

The action and plan to protect and take care of collections in a
museum or archives, including efficient safe storage, acid free
boxes, and a climate-controlled environment.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

English definition

MINNQS

Kar pyea bal

traitement / soin

treatment

Conservation treatments are techniques to stabilize and repair

objects. Activities involve fine hand work of surface cleaning,

mending, and patching a textile.
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Khmer script:

Khmer

transliteration:

Francais:

English:

Khmer definition

RESHAS

chuoschoul; [only used for
conservation] For common
terms, see fixing seams (der /
¢R§) and patching/mending
(pak / L.

réparer/ rapiécer

to repair / to mend

RESAYMOHEST 8656]ATMA BN Saglrasess|mms
SBCUNS o ﬁ%jmﬁséﬁsﬁj cﬁﬁwﬁmcwiﬂqjm;si mﬁs-bc&;sﬁy
@ﬁ%fﬁjmswscﬁwclﬁ@m RBFELRCmMQS o

A HESHAU6R: mﬁcl@sclﬁcsﬁﬁbmbmbﬁmﬁjv 6NFj
RascseGgealn oRs BHY:
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English definition

Mending is the act of repairing worn clothes and textiles. In
conservation, the goal is to stabilize the artifact and extend its
lifespan using sewing as a core technique.

NESHQS [chuoschoul] is only used in museum conservation.
Common terms for stitching and patching are der (6R8§) and pah
(@2)
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Khmer script: 38 gg)ggfmﬁ SeUNR

Run ( “u” pronounced like the
Khmer )
. . “u” in the word "put") / Snaam
transliteration:
rohaek / Rohaek
Francais: déchirure / trou
English: hole, tear, rip

English definition
Damages that are common to textiles due to wear and age. These
imperfections include holes and tears.
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