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The Canadian Construction Journal
would like to congratulate Interactive
Construction on their 10th anniversary in

business.

History

Founded in 2013 during a lean time in the
construction industry by lifelong carpenter,
Russ Barry, Interactive Construction is a
custom home builder in Victoria, B.C. The
company specializes in high-end custom
homes, complex and unique builds, energy
efficient construction, and traditional builds
and renovations — all with an emphasis on
quality. With recent advances in
environmentally friendly home building
techniques, they have been at the forefront of
building certified passive houses regularly
since 2016. They also build to a variety of other
high-performance standards, such as Step 5,
Living Building, and Net Zero.

Since a lot of very talented people were

out of work during the 2008 slump, Russ
decided to capitalize on the opportunity
and put a team together: a core group of
skilled individuals who have known each
other for decades. Russ explains:
“Interactive is now a decade old - June
2023 is our ten-year anniversary. We were
founded after that 2008 market crash

when the industry was still recovering. |

knew a lot of really talented people who
were looking for work — very different from
the situation we all find ourselves in today.
But we all go way back; we had spent
years working together prior to founding

the company.”
|




Passive Homes

about to build himself a house and had
vas only vaguely familiar with the passive
gked if he would be interested in taking on the
tion’s journey to becoming a leader in building
ation requirements, or passive house certification

dining in order to provide these certified builds. Russ explains:
aining on a ten-day course. | took a number of these courses as
/ho took passive house training too. Looking back, | would say we
e energy advisors and building-envelop consultants and architects
ations to do. And then realistically, they're doing a lot of that heavy lifting
0 come together. So, we really need to focus on the team and how to make
bgether in a very controlled process. You can't skip steps or assume things are
0 go to a very high level of precision.”

R




pany. They were awarded a Georgie in 2022 for the

Development (Infill). Russ recalls the unique

ings for years prior to our involvement. Hitting that
eusing as much of the existing old house that was
de-constructed that building and used as much of
en with several excellent local builders before us -
) us with the passive house target; this was really
eliminary design stage. There was some planning

architects, structural engineering, consulting and
) buildable strategy.”

usework in general, Russ states: “We found it takes
lly. That's kind of the secret to it: you can't work in
plicated, energy efficient builds, you really have to
| requirements aren’'t conflicting with your energy
ogether in a logical way.”




The Future: Living Buildings

etails of some of his
s that showcase our
g. We're both proud
active has also been
s, is “possibly one of

Interactive have bee
current and future
team’s versatility, suc
and excited for the o
working on targeting
the highest and mos




Buildings Cont’d

energy efficiency standards, but also the types of
oid environmentally damaging products. But there
elements. There are energy efficiency elements.
ore design aspects that have to be hidden as well.

ious earthquake. We used seismic structuring at a
steel and concrete is astounding. Doubling up on
equirements of Living Buildings; giant steel beams
th the energy efficiency. And we've got the Living
in the house. It becomes very interesting to figure
jether and head off those targets. So certainly, it's
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For more information on
Interactive Construction, visit
www.lnteractlveconstructlon.cal



https://www.interactiveconstruction.ca/
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