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Years 10 & 11 are a really exciting time: a time in which our students are engaged, 
challenged and inspire. Through their GCSE courses, students face increasing 
academic demands and real opportunity to begin honing in on their interests. 
Over these two years, our students mature rapidly from the schoolboys and 
schoolgirls of the Lower School to our next School leaders in the Sixth Form.

Brentwood School endeavours to develop young people who display all of the 
attributes in our learner profile, you can see these below.

• Mathematics GCSE

• English Language and English Literature: two separate GCSEs

• Human Universe: an interdisciplinary course in Year 10 intended to expand 
students intellectual horizons

• Higher Project Qualification, HPQ: a research project in Year 11, which 
helps develop studentsresearch and self-management skills

• Core Physical Education and Games: non-GCSE

Core Curriculum 
(taken by all students)

Science Pathways
All students continue studying Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Students either complete the Science IGCSE Double Award, meaning 
students are awarded two IGCSE grades for their combined study of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics, or students can opt for “three Science IGCSEs” in 
the “Free choice” option block, meaning they are then awarded three IGCSE 
grades, one for each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Each Science subject, whether part of the Double Award or “three Science 
IGCSEs”, is taught by dedicated specialists.

We recommend that students who are interested in Sciences or Engineering 
in Sixth Form or as a career opt for “three Science IGCSEs”. However, 
our Sixth Form subject entry requirements do permit students to study 
Sciences in Sixth Form after studying Science IGCSE Double Award.

Introduction
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All students must choose one option from 
the Humanities block and one option from 
the Modern Foreign Languages block.

Modern Foreign Language
(chosen one subject from this block)

Chinese

French

German

Italian

Spanish 

English as an Additional Language

Humanities
(chosen one subject from this block)

Geography

History

Religious Studies

Latin

1Stepone

Students then choose an additional three options 
drawn from the third “Free choice” block. 

This provides considerable flexibility with 
students being able to select combinations that 
include three Creative and Technical subjects, 
or alternatively three Humanities, or up to three 
Modern Foreign Languages.

“Free Choice”
(chosen three subject from this block)

Three separate Science IGCSEs 
(rather than two IGCSEs of Combined Science Double Award)

Art

Academic PE

Chinese

Classical Civilisation*

Computer Science

Dance*

Design Technology

Drama

Food and Nutrition

French

Geography

German

Greek*

History

Italian

Latin

Music

Religious Studies

Spanish

Supervised private study in the Library (thereby taking one fewer GCSE overall)

2Steptwo

* Students can choose a maximum of one asterisked subject; these subjects 
will be taught in co-educational classes.

Most students study 10 GCSEs, however there is an option to opt for 9 GCSEs 
and have supervised private study in the Library instead of a tenth GCSE.

Option Subjects

Very occasionally, students are given permission to opt out of a modern 
foreign language. This permission needs to be explicitly given by the Deputy 
Head (Academic) and is dependent upon support from the Learning Support 
departments.

For further details concerning the individual courses, please refer to the 
subject specific information set out within this booklet. As an independent 
school, we have greater flexibility in the qualifications we offer than schools 
in the state sector. Our academic Heads of Department each choose 
whether to offer a GCSE or an IGCSE course, and a particular specification, 
based on their judgement about the content and the balance of valuable 
skills the syllabus helps foster.



4 5

All students must choose one option from 
the Humanities block and one option from 
the Modern Foreign Languages block.

Modern Foreign Language
(chosen one subject from this block)

Chinese

French

German

Italian

Spanish 

English as an Additional Language

Humanities
(chosen one subject from this block)

Geography

History

Religious Studies

Latin

1Stepone

Students then choose an additional three options 
drawn from the third “Free choice” block. 

This provides considerable flexibility with 
students being able to select combinations that 
include three Creative and Technical subjects, 
or alternatively three Humanities, or up to three 
Modern Foreign Languages.

“Free Choice”
(chosen three subject from this block)

Three separate Science IGCSEs 
(rather than two IGCSEs of Combined Science Double Award)

Art

Academic PE

Chinese

Classical Civilisation*

Computer Science

Dance*

Design Technology

Drama

Food and Nutrition

French

Geography

German

Greek*

History

Italian

Latin

Music

Religious Studies

Spanish

Supervised private study in the Library (thereby taking one fewer GCSE overall)

2Steptwo

* Students can choose a maximum of one asterisked subject; these subjects 
will be taught in co-educational classes.

Most students study 10 GCSEs, however there is an option to opt for 9 GCSEs 
and have supervised private study in the Library instead of a tenth GCSE.

Option Subjects

Very occasionally, students are given permission to opt out of a modern 
foreign language. This permission needs to be explicitly given by the Deputy 
Head (Academic) and is dependent upon support from the Learning Support 
departments.

For further details concerning the individual courses, please refer to the 
subject specific information set out within this booklet. As an independent 
school, we have greater flexibility in the qualifications we offer than schools 
in the state sector. Our academic Heads of Department each choose 
whether to offer a GCSE or an IGCSE course, and a particular specification, 
based on their judgement about the content and the balance of valuable 
skills the syllabus helps foster.



6 7

Subject 
Information 
Art

Academic PE

Biology

Chemistry

Chinese

Classical Civilisation

Combined Science

Computer Science 

Dance

Design & Technology

Drama

EAL

English Language

English Literature

Food Preparation & Nutrition

French

Geography

German

Greek

History

HPQ

Italian

Latin

Mathematics

Music

Physics

Theology & Philosophy 
(Religious Studies)

Spanish

Making Informed Subject Choices
Since the majority of GCSE courses are 
designed and structured to be taken 
throughout the course of Years 10 and 11 
of secondary education, it is necessary for 
students to make their subject choices during 
Year 9. For some students, the process of 
making subject choices will be refreshingly 
straightforward and will be guided  and
informed by academic aptitude, intrinsic 
interest and/or career aspirations. However, 
for other students, the process may be slightly 
more complicated or problematic. We want 
all students to make informed choices so 
that they benefit from a curriculum which is 
academically challenging and hugely enjoyable.

We believe that all young people should 
study at least one modern foreign language 
at GCSE level. As an IB World School, we are 
committed to our students developing an 
active engagement with the world. Indeed, in 
the global village of the twenty-first century, 
language skills are essential. Young people 
should aspire to be culturally and politically 
literate and studying a humanities subject 
enables them to develop their skills of 
communication, analysis and evaluation.

Our insistence on some GCSE subjects being 
compulsory; having some subjects where there 
is a restricted choice, plus some completely 
free choice, means students can construct 
a personalised curriculum path, while being 
confident that they are retaining an effective 
balance of subjects, valued in Sixth Form, by 
universities and employers.

In order to enable us to structure the timetable 
option blocks, we will require you to indicate 
on an online form which subjects your son/
daughter would ideally like to study for GCSE, 
in addition to the core subjects. Timetable 
option blocks are determined that seek to 
ensure that as many students as possible are 
able to study the combination of subjects that 
they have indicated. Therefore, a late form 
could mean that a student’s preferences are 
not taken into account.

Jonathan Barfield Moore
Deputy Head (Academic)

After a student has returned their options form, 
they are able to change their minds about 
which subjects to study, providing (i) their new 
combination of subjects fits the timetable 
option blocks that will have been drawn up 
and includes one modern foreign language and 
one humanity, and not more than one ‘asterisk’ 
subject; and (ii) class sizes permit.

It is important for students to consult with 
parents and teaching staff when making subject 
choices.They may also choose to discuss 
subject choices with their Form Tutor or Head 
of Year. Additionally, Mrs O’Connell (Head of 
Careers) is available to provide career guidance 
to students and their parents. Mr Sellers 
(Director of Sixth Form) can discuss choice of 
subjects and how it may impact upon specific 
university courses. It is also worth noting that 
elite universities will expect students to achieve 
7-9 grades in the majority of their subjects.

Even at this stage, students should consider 
which subjects they may wish to study in Sixth 
Form. As much as possible, students should 
aim to keep their options open and choose 
courses which provide them with the freedom 
and flexibility to pursue Sixth Form subjects that 
support their future aspirations.

Please do contact me if you have any general 
queries about combinations of GCSE subjects. 
Making these choices can seem a little daunting 
and we will do everything we can to guide and 
support you through this process. We hope that 
it is an exciting step, and one which will enable 
our students to flourish in the next stage of their 
education.

click on the subject for link to individual subject pages

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D3azs4pipwQcfpso0BVCnywWjZzKvzJrJM9SOYgKlts/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TF1ONqX-YJI-2ftVqWcfrSB6dc3CiOTWL9IBMYE9a38/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TF1ONqX-YJI-2ftVqWcfrSB6dc3CiOTWL9IBMYE9a38/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14uuN89pZPkZJ2QoQaYdSmkxUWE8cF9Rff6RFw70thPs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J2Ag2ofTBGX523A9aV-99XGcd7oP94Bc2Jl-g4BtEn0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TKHVhCVcgUPjtsBICEwofEb-yFjQR_vTXUVv0ldXi2g/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14YIUbO9EYSIcfk76NOaR2enpzzp9z2zdYai5bBiUw0w/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SZ0SJk4000dVwM1Z1GSWApmiRnapTPWoNJRzewNql8E/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xsNlKY714PwIllCh4l3o1WCEMYtUdVVXE4DBULJy5_I/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13eGRUAS2UGFwKeMMhH-vDozeJQ2Fy0DYwoyI2LR1_2E/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hf1kVf7t_I4azlvAV5V9PTveJGfqUcTicel8KP11WX4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E1M7EUYYxaTVtHrw0FwPvo3mD4X7YoSn63EpSZQ7nTU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c1XNHHPzxCC9gTutb-ffFWMcya66vtfYBZLshUGb8kQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I74plYcExecLoaMGeinUfqNJCkUnM18TS4KTuC6N7bo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YOgRvvXuDlaHO0nV1pI-FZf8jvY94TPeimHME8k2hZo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aOZoi--2BmXwdWkD7dh20xQDlZDavG5-lY_q4nyFkuU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tqqytSHCyiyL49grRcTdVZgMxB_NikEVhSP3izADd7E/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A-Ody3ejGxLTh8yEKW62w_SLrkSBXdE6uHgPaaOGx-c/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16cw-42HwwHvgPFxU64xaZCC7csVqlm7UgYDSuUhv3qg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uBl2jFZQsxxs7ffHRZSV7n_6ZyBTDeInWIyRWDMIw10/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qvPik1PDQjNkmLWja3JBJEDIle1KF08OBiLFWsvguxM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RK8k82Ps7_iE5yZ24xMxxUe-krOH-B0y3i861U5cQkM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10CX8Zg6S8aPyFxRRfwUkI14cYFlYRhLsJsBRFQxoRG4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kLA_jKzIBi8KlQNLH1HC04F43FncJnDrFegFZb6vMwU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zu1IXwKo5biyOOHZmhUq_m5yFp0KqtHilE43kkL0wmc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RqO-SA70Jm3lEMmubsD4sXWHWipO-oDMQ1p5AW9HONE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OfAAUbNnGxD3C1LxJdFBs_Te8nXOiTZAMX4jWyI-ObE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1usakBYOdOSpYUq64IPFGOpS4RYU_GCOOvF5dJYH3Yqs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1usakBYOdOSpYUq64IPFGOpS4RYU_GCOOvF5dJYH3Yqs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rWw4ZFDp5CPxUgQJGP_sbRcjQdMOV3KnTqu8b7BbVRk/edit
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