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CONTACT US
 RUTH’S HOUSE OF HOPE

P.O. BOX 593

FARIBAULT, MN 55021

HELLO@RUTHSHOUSEMN.ORG

RUTHSHOUSEMN.ORG

INSTAGRAM.COM/RUTHSHOUSEMN/

FACEBOOK.COM/RUTHSHOUSEOFHOPE

OUTREACH OFFICE | 507.334.5043

SHELTER | 507.332.2236

DONATION LINE | 507.332.8151
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EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S LETTER

 Twenty years ago, our founding mothers
saw a desperate need for safe shelter and
support, and the people of Rice County
stepped forward to make it a reality.
Ruth’s House and Sarah’s House exist
today because of the vision, heart, and
generosity of friends like you. Our mission
is powered by compassionate hearts and
fueled by our community, every single
day.

 While our organization doesn’t fit neatly
into this category, in many ways Ruth’s
House & Sarah’s House is a “third place”
for women in transition, a space free from
domestic violence, where they can rest,
rebuild, and take the crucial steps between
crisis and stable housing. For every woman
and child who comes through our doors,
we offer an immediate sense of safety,
belonging, and hope in this “in-between”
stage of life.

 Have you heard the term “third place”?
It’s a phrase community planners use to
describe a place that’s not home (the first
place) and not work (the second place),
but a third place, a welcoming spot in the
community where people gather,
connect, refresh, and belong. Coffee
shops, libraries, and community centers
are classic examples.

When life brings new challenges, our
doors and our hearts remain open.

 

Here, lives are rebuilt. Families find
connection, community, and the
resources they need:

Referrals to trusted partners 
Help finding employment
opportunities 
Guidance in securing childcare 
Support that continues long after
they move into stable housing

Your gift today puts safety, shelter,
and hope directly into the hands of
women and children in crisis. Please
prayerfully consider a donation now
and help them take the next step
toward home.

This work is only possible because of
you. Your prayers, your financial gifts,
your donations from our needs list, and
your time as a volunteer are the fuel
that makes transformation happen.

With gratitude,
Suzzanne Fox
Executive Director



 

ELEANOR’S STORY
 
  Eleanor arrived at Ruth’s House in the
middle of a nightmare. She was fleeing for
her life and the lives of her three young
children after a night of domestic
violence. She thought of the one place
that might keep her family safe: Ruth’s
House. She remembered a friend who had
once stayed here and found the strength
to start over. She prayed the same could
be true for her.

 When she walked through our doors,
she was met with warmth and
compassion. Our staff immediately made
her family feel welcomed and cared for.
Eleanor had left in such a rush that she
had no food or even diapers. Ruth’s
House provided her with all her needs as
well as a safe place to rest. For the first
time in what felt like forever, she didn’t
have to handle it all alone.

 “If Ruth’s House wasn’t here when I
needed it,” she says softly, “I’m afraid I
wouldn’t be here either.”

 
 Slowly, she and her children began to
feel something unfamiliar - safety. After
Eleanor and her family felt safe her case
manager started connecting her with
resources to begin rebuilding her life.
The constant fear that had shadowed
them for so long began to lift. There was
space for hope to grow. 

It’s because of caring supporters like
you that Ruth’s House is here ready to
open the door, offer a safe bed, and
begin the healing process for families
in crisis. Your generosity doesn’t just
provide shelter. It saves lives.

*Name changed to protect privacy*

Written by: Carrie Hackney

 “We will always be thankful that Ruth’s House provided
us with safety and a bed to sleep in. They helped me get
everything I needed to begin a new life for me and my
children.”
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THE MISSION
AND GOAL

 

Ruth’s House of Hope is a nonprofit
emergency and transitional Shelter with
supportive services in Rice County,
Minnesota for women and children
struggling with homelessness due to
domestic violence or other traumatic life
circumstances. Ruth’s House serves
individuals both by meeting their
immediate need for safe shelter, food,
and basic needs and by helping them
overcome barriers to self-sufficiency and
stable, permanent housing.

MISSION STATEMENT

Empowering lives, offering hope through
transitional housing and support.

PROGRAMS 
Ruth’s House can accommodate nine
families of women and their children. The
programs at Ruth’s House and Sarah’s
House are flexible and individually
tailored to meet each resident’s unique
needs.

 Sarah’s House is Ruth’s House’s newest
Pillar which was launched in 2020. Sarah’s
House is a safe, separate, sober living space
for women who continue their recovery
during their transition from inpatient
services to independent or supportive living
in the community. Residents at Sarah’s
House continue with structured step-down
approach after inpatient treatment based
on their individual paths, which includes
outpatient treatment as well as
employment and/or volunteer
opportunities.

SUPPORTING RUTH’S HOUSE
FINANCIALLY  Our Transitional Shelter
Program is funded entirely by individual
donations and foundation grants. In
addition to making an indvidual cash
donation, Ruth’s House supporters are
able to help us to achieve our mission
through workplace giving and legacy
funding. Please contact us at Ruth’s
House and we can assist you with
helping to achieve an employer match
for your donation or for setting up a
Donor Advised Fund.

 

When setting up a Donor Advised Fund,
contact your financial representative to
get started and let your representative
know that Ruth’s House Tax ID is 87-
0709671.

LEAVE A LEGACY  
Think about the impact you can make in
the future. To consider philanthropy
with your estate, annuities, or trust,
please contact us at Ruth’s House and
we can help you determine how best to
provide us with this support.
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YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
AT WORK
 

WE RECEIVED OVER $53,000 FROM IN-KIND
DONATIONS FROM HUNDREDS OF
INDIVIDUALS AND SEVERAL GROUPS AND
ORGANIZATIONS.

RUTH’S HOUSE VOLUNTEERS

RUTH’S HOUSE ANNUAL REPORT 2024



OUR 20th
ANNIVERSARY

 

RUTH’S HOUSE ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Last August,  Ruth's House celebrated our 20th anniversary with a free
event at Apple Creek Orchard in Faribault.  This was a community wide
event with wagon rides, kid games and activities,  food trucks, and l ive
music.  The event was a family friendly, celebrating the families that
Ruth's House has served over the last 20 years and the families that we
will  serve in the future.



(12 months ended December 31, 2024)

REVENUE
Fundraising: $486,833
Grants: $154,481
Sober Home Program: $30,839
Interest: $18,899
Other: $235
Total Income: $691,287

WHERE YOUR GIFTS WERE SPENT
Administration: $29,335 
Payroll: $342,242
Programming/Operations: $155,980
Total Expense: $527,557
Revenues/Expenses: $163,730

Our administrative expenses are 5.6%, well below the recommended benchmark
of 35% for charities, ensuring that the vast majority of resources go directly to
supporting our mission.

RUTH’S HOUSE | 40 WOMEN SERVED 35 CHILDREN SERVED

SARAH’S HOUSE | 8 WOMEN SERVED

83 Women and Children served 

over 7,000 nights of safe shelter provided yearly

 

2024 PROGRAM
OUTCOMES

2024 FINANCES 

15 FAMILIES

 

secured stable
housing upon

leaving

pursued education
including obtaining

their GED and
enrolling in post

secondary education

received safe
shelter, food, basic

needs and
supportive

programming.

were reunited with
their children while
at Ruth’s House
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72% 6 WOMEN 100%



2024 DONORS
 

SAINTS $20,000-$50,000
A & J Self Storage LLC 
^ M and B VonRuden Foundation 
^ Otto Bremer Trust 
^ Shavlik Foundation

 Adamek,Rosanne 
^ Allina Health 
Bethel Lutheran Church
Creaseman, Randy & Michelle
Elsen, Rick & Joyce 
Jandro, Jeff 
Goosebusters, Ltd 
Hanson, Jean 
KGP Logistics 
^ Medica Foundation
Ruegsegger, Doug & Catherine 
Schmidtke, H Dave 
United Health Group 
^ Wells Fargo Foundation
Wilcox, Michael

^ 44 North Foundation Inc 
C&S Vending 
^ Catholic Community
Foundation 
Berger, Larry 
^ Faribault Foundation 
Gerbig, Kathleen 
Groff, Vicki & Howard 
Haugehewn, Matt 
Leopard, Megan & Kyle 
MMT 
Nelson, Lacie & Hacker, Ben 
^ Open Your Heart Foundation
Our Saviors Lutheran Church
^Rice County Area United Way
Rosenau, Chad & Jerica 
Sheridan, Charles & Gail 
Speckhals, Dr Robert 
Tangren, Janet 
Thorson, Margarita 
Wickstrom, George

Ameriprise Financial- Jason Reher
Bethel Ridge Lutheran Church 
Brown, Harry & Lanaya 
Community Resource Bank 
Cook, Adam 
Donahue, Mary 
^ Elmer and Eleanor Anderson
Foundation 
Feldman, Christina & Matt 
Fox, Ryan & Brooke
Haugen, Matthew 
^Henkel Foundation 
Hosanna Church - Northfield

 

Hwy 14 & Mini Max Self Storage 
Kelly, John & Penny 
Lakeland Chorus 
Matakis, Donald 
^ Post Consumer Brands 
Rent N Save 
^ Rice County Family Services
Collaborative 
Richie, Dr. Mike & Mary 
Wee, A DeWayne & Theo R 
Wickstrom, Bonnie & Steve 
Yerington, Cindy & Scott 
Zeller, Mark & Sharon

Aldrich, Chad & Fuchs-Aldrich,
Han 
Ameriprise- Cate Grinney 
Angell, David & Chris 
Angell's Images 
Anonymous 
Babcock, Marissa & Aaron 
Ballentine, Teresa & Robert
Bauernfeind, Jean Ann 
^ Cannon Valley Comm 
Foundation
Channel Inn 
Canvas Church 
Danielson, Tom & Deb 
Dennison Lions Club 
Detert, Dave & Sharon 
Drouillard, Bruce & Kathleen
Donahue's Greenhouse 
Dylan Capital LLC
Elwood, Robert & Rosemarie 
Fuchs, Karen 
Grace & Glory 
Hahn, Dennis & Janet 
^ Hannah Lips Foundation 
Harry Brown's Family Automotive  
HomeTown Credit Union 
Huston, Dr Richard & Nancie 
Illinois Tool Works Foundation 
Jensen, Cory 
Johnson, Patricia 
Jones, Mary & Douglas 
Klokonos, Fred 
Little Prairie UM Church
Matakis, Jessica & Christopher 
McBain, Bernie & Lisa 
McElroy, Michelle 
McIntyre, David 
Milkulecky, Deb 
Monkey Motors 
Monge, Mike & Carmen
Moose Lodge #2098 
Nass, Pete & Kathy 

Neirby, Dale & Kathleen
Nelson, Dean 
Niermann, Mary 
Northfield Automotive 
^ Northfield Hospital and Clinics
Northstar Title Group LLC 
Norvold, Dayna & Trygve 
Petersen, Patricia 
Pillar, Jake & Marti 
Premier Bank Minnesota 
Rainey, Sandi 
Rebound Partners 
^ SageGlass 
Scheil, Deborah & Richard
Schrader, Marv & Sara 
Soeters, Carol 
State Bank of Faribault 
Stockland, Brian 
Storey, Roger & Judy 
Stout, Susan & Thomas 
^ The Douglas & Mary Staughton
Jones Foundation
Thon, Gabriella & James 
Timm's Trucking & Excavating 
Trekk Properties 
Ullian, Jeanne & John 
Voracek, Eileen & George 
Warner, Hailey & Erick 
Williey, Traci 
Zweber, Julie & Philip

 

Albers, Connie & Mark 
Becker, Roselyn 
Bethel Lutheran Church 
Buscho, Esther 
Cake, Cindi & Bruce 
College City Beverage
Comprehensive Wealth Solutions
Debeau, Richard 
Dell, Harry & Sharon 
Drevlow, Kris & Matthew 
Driver, Norma & James 
Elsen, Laurie 
First English Lutheran Church
Freund, Cheryl & Benet 
Gerdes, Sandi 
Gerhart, Mary & David 
Glienke, Gary & Diane 
Hibbard, John & Therees
Hoeppner, Jerry & Eddie 
Jenson, Cory & Jackie 
Johnson, Gladys 
Kenney, Jami & Mark
King-Harvey, Judy & Wiemeyer,
Charles 
Knights of Columbus - Northfield
Kwik Trip, Inc
LaLonde, Richard

RUTH’S HOUSE ANNUAL REPORT 2024

ANGELS $10,000 - $19,999

GUARDIANS $5,000 - $9,999

CRUSADERS $2,500 - $4,999

STEWARDS $1,000 - $2,999

HEALERS $500 - $999



2024 DONORS

 

Lippert, Becky & Ryan 
Trinity Lutheran - Northfield 
Mayo Clinic Health System 
^ Mayo Foundation for Medical
Education and Research
Moland Lutheran Church 
Muchow, Gary & Patty 
Nelson, Dr. Sigrid & Schonebaum,
Daniel 
Ochs, Randy & Julie 
Olson, Elisa 
Petersen, Patricia & John 
Pflager, Sue 
Pothen, Joe & Sandy 
Price, Donald 
Reese, Brett & Janna 
Rehnke, Mary Ann 
Riedel, Bret & Sue 
Schulz, Elmer 
Skodje, Kurt & Kathe 
Smith, Brian & Sara 
Steele, Bill 
St. Peters Lutheran New Spirit
Circle 
Strauss, Annetta & Antram, John 
Thingelstad, Jamie & Tammy 
Waarvik, Tom 
Wunderlich, Dennis & Rita 
Zeller, Karen

Amendola, Sarah 
Andree, Rhonda & Paul 
Anonymous 
Appleyard, David F 
Bauer, Gayle 
Boelter, Fraz & Cindy 
Boudreau, Jim & Linda 
Bresnahan, Jeffrey & Anjanette
Brice, Sara and Thomas 
Bruder, Mandy & Jeremiah 
Butzow, Linda & Ken 
Daniels, Brian & Elizabeth 
Deike, Steve & Roxie 
Emery, David E & Mary Ann
Faribault Noon Exchange Club 
Fox, Timothy & Suzzanne 
Fox, Brandon & Jamie 
Fransen, Mary 
Geyer, David 
Gittins, Peter & Katie 
Gabriel Imholte, Katie
Griesert, Steve & Cindy 
Halverson, Bernt & Kelci 
Harmsen, Betty 
Hayes,Charlie & Tammy 
Heritage Dental Care 

Hillesheim, Richard 
Johnson, Beth 
Johnson, Nort & Shelly 
Karli, Wade & Barbara 
Knights of Columbus 
Kohl, Steve & Gail 
Kruse, Lonnie 
Larson, Helen 
Trinity Lutheran Northfield 
Malecha, L.B. and Andrew 
Mark, Bill 
Marraccini, Rosemarie 
McGrath, Kevin 
Nass, Victoria 
Ostrom, Joanne 
Parker Kohl Funeral Home 
Parkos, Kristin & Gary 
Pitan, Maynard & Idamae 
Reliance Bank 
Rippentrop, Bruce & Penny
Rosenau, Chad & Jerica
Scheffert, Donna Rae & Peter
Schulz, Jo Ellen 
Sertoma Club of Faribault 
Slinger, Matt & Bridgette 
Smith, Briand & Sara 
Southern Heights Dental Group
Stadler, Dan & Linda 
Stephenson, Joyce & Norris 
Tolle, Rebecca & Larry 
Vanderhoof, Donna 
Wegner, Robert & Barbara 
Wetzel, Don & Arlene

Alexander, Bonnie 
Anderson, Mitch & Kira 
Anderson, Brian 
Anderson, Vivian 
Anonymous 
Atkinson, Robbie 
Bahl, Marian 
Bauer, Myrna & Gerald 
Becker, James & Linda 
Beem, Jill & Bob 
Benson, Marie 
Beranek, Carol & David 
Berge, Elizabeth & Gene 
Bernatz, Georgene & Bill 
Boisselle, Sharon
Boldt, Scott & Kari 
Bongers, Bonita
Brandl, Patrick
Bremer, Steve & Donna
Brennan, Rose and Paul
Brown, Scott
Gutierrez Calderon, Stephanie

Campbell, Dave & Jeanne
Carlson, Charlotte & William
Carver, Judy
Christ, Daniel & Karen
Christ United Methodist Women
Churchill, Karen & Larry
Ciesluk, Gregory & Rebekah
City Light Church
Conroy, Judy
Cook-Quarry, Cassandra & Jayne
Christ United Methodist Church
Craig, Eric & Sara
Crane, Ruth & Douglas
Crouter, Barbara
Daubanton, Rollin & Georgene
Deanovic, Liz
Decoux, Beverlee
Dellwo, Christine & Joe
Delzer, Bishop Steve & Donita
Dennison Vang Lutheran Parish
Dick, Michelle
Dietsch, Mary
Dimick, Reverend Daniel &
Cahrene
Donahue Cleary, Lois
Doyle, Father Henry
Elsagher, Bahgat & Brenda
Emerson, Douglas
Erickson Furniture
Evangelical United Methodist
Church
Fagerlund, Jill
Faust, Rebecca
Federated Mutual Insurance Co
Ferris, Jonathan
Feyereisn, Robert & Sue
Fowler, Lois C
Franklin, Josh
Frazier, Mary
Fuchs, Pat
Gagnon, Elizabeth M
Geiger, Duane & Joni
Giefer, Sandra
Gleason, Mark
Goetz, Jillian
Hafemeyer, Larry & Carol
Hajj, Miriam
Hand, Darlene
Hanson, Ray & Marge
Harrison, Owen & Grace
Heuck, Don
Hickey, Herb & Ruth
Hickey, Paul & Patricia
Hoeppner, Jim & Kathy 
Hoeppner, Jeannette
Houck, Dana
Huber, Terri

(cont.)
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VISIONAIRES $250 - $499

ADVOCATES $100 - $249



2024 DONORS

 

(cont.)
Humfeld Family Chiropractic 
Jakes, Tyler and Erica
Jasinski, John
Jensen, Connie
Jenson, Cory
Johnson, Loretta
Johnson. Stephanie
Johnson. Brenda
Johnston, Jason
Jones, Vivian
Jones, Peter
Kasper, Sid & Martha
Kelm, Dale & Theresa
Kleeberger, Don & Cheryl
Kleppe, Sheryl
Klug, Austin
Knudson, Candace
Knutson, Douglas & Kathleen
Koehler, Bob
Koh, Jacob & Bailey
Kuball, Deborah
Kuhnau, Donna 
Kuxhausen, Anna
Kuyper, Robert & Katharine 
Lake Country Convenience & Bait
Larmour, Jennifer & John 
Lehman, Larry & Kaia
Loesch, Thomas & Nancy 
Keys Love, Kris 
Luehmann, Myrna 
Luhman, Robert & Sandra 
Madden, Duane
Mader, Patrick
Mall of America
Marthaler, Brittany & Connor
Marthaler, James & Yvette
Martin, Michelle
McCarty, Ruthellen & Donald 
Meyer, Tammy & Roger
Meyer, Anna M
Michel, Don & Jeannie
Minarik, William
Mitchell, Janet
Murray, Ruth & Andrew
Murray, Eric
Nelson, Reverend Allan & Imogene
New Life in Christ Church 
Norgaard, Shirley & Glen
Nymann, Teri & Bruce
Ogle, Kathleen
Olson, Dr. Robert & Julie 
Olson, Corinne
Olson, Larry & Diane 
O'Malley, Julie & Cody 
Paddock, Donald 
Petersen, John & Patricia 
Petri, Janet 

Pleau, Michel 
Prins, Jennifer 
Quality Appliance, Inc. 
Rainey, Sandi 
Ranslow, Isaiah 
Rasmussen, Daniel & Karen
Redman, Harold & Georgia
Redman, Judith 
Regan, Scott & Ali 
Roberts, Pete & Kandi 
Robins, Heather 
Roehrick, Sheila 
Ruddle, Robert & Kathleen 
Ryan, Gayla & Mike 
Salaba, Debbie 
Sanborn, Mel & Mary 
Sawicki, Meghan and Joe 
Schmidt, David & Patricia 
Schmitt, Tom & Ann 
Schroder, Brad & Marcia 
Schwake, Mary 
Selberg, Brenda 
Sherman, Bonnie 
Smith, Dale & Joan 
Snow, Sherri & Jim 
St. John's United Church of Christ
St. Peter's Lutheran Church
Hannah Circle 
Spooner, Thomas & Jayne
Springmeyer, Carroll 
Stade, Phyllis 
Stadler, Dennis 
Stepaniak, Robert & Maryalice
Rosenau, Jerica & Chad 
Strandell, Barbara 
Stroh, Jim 
Studio 14 Salon & Spa 
Swenson, Donald & Barbara
Sybilrud, Kristy 
Teich, Victoria 
Thibodeau, Rise 
Thielbar, Janice & Herbert 
Timm's Trucking & Excavating
Timmers, John & Deb 
Tonolli, Kathy & David 
Torres, Luis 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Turek, Barb & Dan 
Twedt, Barb & Larry 
United Way of Olmsted County
Varley, Paul & Sandy 
VonRuden, Megan & Bernie
Wagenbach, Linda & Gary
Wasserman, Steve 
WELCA First English Lutheran
Church 
Wertish, Doug & Barb 

Wessing, Cassie 
Westbrack Marketing
Westerhouse, Sheryl 
White, Colleen 
Williams, Laurie & Streitz Jesse
Winter, Stephanie 
Wirtzfeld, Ruth 
Wolf, John 
Women of First Evan. Lutheran
Church Women's Guild
The Cathedral of Our  Merciful
Savior 
Wood, Helen & Gary 
Yackel, Pastor Drew & Angel
Zeller, Mark and Sharon 
Zweifel, Erica

Abrams, Kenneth 
Achberger, Karen
Allen, Keith & Morgan
Anonymous 
Appelgren, Marion 
Ask, Evon 
Barry, Keith 
Bing, John 
Binsbergen, Molly 
Bomber, James 
Bonkonski, Delona 
Borwege, Bill & Charlotte 
Braun, Candice 
Breun, Patrick 
Brick, Lavonne & Richard
Burbank, Kathryn 
Burry, Evelyn 
Casteel, Cliff 
Chih, Joe 
Christenson, Nathan 
CMG Financial 
Colby, Greg & Schoen, 
Carol 
Creaturo, Craig 
Cret, Radu 
Dahlberg, Dory 
Daubanton, Aaron 
Dieter, Debbi 
Dietz, Harriet 
Divine Mercy Catholic Church
Dovetail 
Drenth, David 
Dye, Alyssa & Ramsey, Andrea 
Engdahl, Sharon & Richard
Epstein, Louis
Eslinger, Elise
Faribault Animal Center 
Faribault Area Retired Educators
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FAMILY FRIENDS $1 - $99



2024 DONORS

 

Faribault Storage
Fiterman, Mike
Flannery, Benjamin
Flom, Donnie & Diane 
Flores, Maricruz 
Fox, Pilot 
Friedow, Jodine 
Fulcher, Sara 
Furlong, Diane 
Gasho, William 
Gengenbach, Gerry 
Germann, Pat & Dennis 
Giesen, William & Noreen 
Giri, Gomathy 
Godfrey, Joan & Michael 
Gol Lutheran Church Women
Goode, Paula 
Gors, Gaylan & Gale 
Griffith, Beret E 
Hackney, Carrie & Adam
Hammer, Karl 
Hansen, Chad & Jena 
Haugen, Heidi & Harris 
Hegseth, Carol 
Hein's Sweet Corn 
Hemken, Kathi 
Hering, Diana 
Hoekstra, Ruth 
Hoffmann, Gus & Helen
Horvath, Robert & Catherine
Ivory, Sean 
Janssens, Erin 
Kangas, Ken & Pat 
Kelty, Patrice 
Khouri, Christopher 
Kinney, Dave 
Kittlesen, Jim & Karen 
Kloch, Julie 
Kyllo, Rita 
Ladd, Carolyn 
Landrum, Laura 
Landsverk, Ron & Kelly 
Larson, Ollie & Diane 
Larson, Linda 
Lawrence, Elizabeth 
Levi, Carol 
Lipson, Jesse 
Luttring, Sheilah 
Mach, Barbara 
Madison, Mary 
Manuel, Wendy 
Marquette, Debra
Mathews, Joy 
Mattson, Edith & John 
Melby, Alyssa 
Middleton, Pam 
Morgan, Steve & Deb 
Morrissey, Shirley 

Moyer Family 
Nelson, David & Lois 
Newhouse, Mark 
New Life in Christ Church
Numrich, Carl 
Okorie, Fortress 
Olson, Larry & Mary 
Olson, Zachary 
Olson, Jon & Gloria 
Olson, Gordon 
O'Malley, Tammy 
Osborne, Mary 
Paquette, Irene 
Paul, Melynda 
Pavek, Greg & Linda 
Peterson, Jason 
Petricka, Mary 
Pichner, James & Joanne 
Pinto-Handler, Sergio 
Pitsavas, Thea 
Purdie, Peggy 
Raftery, Patricia 
Reddy, Lindsey 
Redmond, Anne 
Remes, Caitlin 
Reynolds, Michele & Dan 
Rodewald, Donald & Merry 
Roessler, Carol 
Rogers, Michael 
Rohlfing, Father Cory 
Rubenstein, Adelaide 
Sahlin, Kay 
Sausen, Monica 
Scheuneman, Kristen 
Schneider, Caleb 
Schuurman, Kathy 
Shaffer-Brown, Christine &
Brown, Mike 
Shuffelton, Jane 
Smith, Donna & Dick 
South Central College 
Spidah, Marie & Wayne 
Stanford, Darci 
Stassen, Ken 
St. Olaf College 
Stern, John & Teresa 
Stratmoen, Lois 
Stumbras, Deborah Loon 
Sunsdahl, Elaine 
Sybilard, Mark
Tate, Jean 
Taylor, Jerry & Mary 
Thurnau, Kevin & Stephany 
Timm, Randy H 
Vanderbilt, Gary 
Volkert, Ferdinand & June 
Vorbach, Anne Marie 

Walsh, Roisin 
Warner, Caitlin 
Warren, Richard 
Washburn, Gina 
Weber,Roselyn 
Weselmann, Mona 
White, Lisa & Allen 
Williams, Arlene 
Witt, Arnold & Celena 
Women of the Moose Chapter
#1476 
Wright, Suzanne 
Zentner, Mark & Mary 
Zielske, Joan

ABATE Straight River Chapter
Ace Hardware 
Aldrich, Chad & Fuchs-Aldrich,
Han 
American Legion Post 43
Ameriprise Financial - Cate
Grinney 
Ameriprise Financial - Jason
Reher 
Amy's Cakes on the Side
Anonymous 
Apple Chevrolet Buick
Northfield 
Arna Farmer Catering & Cakes 
B & J Sewing Center 
Badger Balm Company 
Beem, Jill & Bob 
Bethel Ridge Lutheran Church
Bloom Floral Designs 
Boldt Funeral Home 
Bolton, Bobbi 
Bongers, Mark & Wendy 
Brick, Lavonne & Richard 
Brown, Julie 
Burkhartzmeyer Shoes 
By All Means Graphics 
Cake Walk 
Cardboard Vault 
Cardinal Pointe 
Carleton College 
Chanhassen Dinner Theater
Children's Museum of Southern
Minnesota 
Christ The King Church 
Chuck and Don's 
Congregational Church 
Conroy, Judy & Dick 
Costco
Craig, Eric & Sara 
Crowl, Donna 
Cry Baby Craig's 
Cub Foods 
Dairy Queen 
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IN KIND



2024 DONORS

 

Daughters of the American
Revolution 
Dennison And Vang Lutheran
Parish 
Divine Mercy Catholic Schools
Dohlman, Barb 
Dulac, Nick 
Elsen, Rick & Joyce 
Emagine Entertainment 
Fareway Foods 
Faribault Animal Center 
Faribault Area Chamber of
Commerce 
Faribault Family Restaurant 
Faribault High School Honor
Society Faribault Lions 
Faribault Public Schools 
Faribault Vacuum & Service
Center Faribault Woolen Mill Co. 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
First United Church of Christ 
Fitness in Motion 
Fleur De Lis Gallery 
Flom, Bob & Louise 
Fox, Timothy & Suzzanne 
Our Savior's Friday Morning Bible
Study 
Gerhard, Mary & David 
Glenn's Towing and Service 
Goebel, Paula 
Good Day Coffee 
Grace & Glory 
Grand Slam 
Hackney, Carrie & Adam 
Hallanger, Kathy 
Hanson, Jean 
Hartwig Evenson, Christine
Hayes, Jackie & Pat 
Healy Construction 
Heartman Insurance 
Hickey, Herb & Ruth 
Highmark 
Hildebrandt, Alicia 
Holden Lutheran Church 
House of Comedy 
Humfeld Family Chiropractic 
HyVee Faribault 
HyVee Owatonna 
Jackpot Junction Casino 
James Gang Coffee House 
Johnson, Patricia 
Jole, Mary 
Judy's Floral
Kasper, Sid & Martha 
Kelm, Paul & Michelle 
Kelm's 
Krazy Acres 
KGP Logistics 
Kleeberger, Cheryl & Don 

Klik Photography 
Lenway, Deb 
Lily of the Valley 
Little Town Leaders 
Lotus Massage 
McElroy, Michelle 
Meals From The Heart 
Menard's 
Mensing, Arvid & Pat 
Met-Con 
Middleton, Pam 
Milltown Cycles 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts 
Minnesota Orchestra 
Minnesota Science Museum 
Minnesota State Fair 
Minnesota Twins Community
Fund Minnesota Zoo 
Miracle Massage 
MN Deer Hunter's Association 
MN Vikings 
Ms. Ris Arts 
Murphy, Joyce & Thomas 
Mystic Lake Casino 
Nelson, Lacie & Hacker, Ben 
Nerstrand United Methodist 
Nordic Ware 
Northfield Chamber of
Commerce 
Ophaug, Patsy 
Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
Our Savior's Quilt Group
Paradise Center for the Arts 
Post Consumer Brands 
Potter Chiropractic 
Quamme, Krystal 
R.F. Moeller Jeweler 
Rachel Bakes Cakes 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Reese, Janna & Brett 
Reliance Bank 
Reynolds, Michele & Dan 
Rhuland, Evelyn 
Saddleback Leather 
Sinna, Janice
Skodje, Kurt & Kathe 
South Central College 
Southern Heights Dental Group 
Sprengeler, Michael & Gail 
St. Patrick's Catholic Church 
St. Paul Saints 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church of
German Lake
 Starkson, Julie
 Studio 14 Salon & Spa
 Studio J
 Sunset Salon
 Sweet Tooth Treats
 The Depot Bar & Grill

 hree Rivers Head Start
Tonolli, Kathy & David
Tony Langerud Insurance
Trinity Lutheran Church
Ullian, Jeanne & John
Upper East Side
Used-A-Bit Shoppe
Varley, Sandra & Paul
Vettrus, Ruthie
VonRuden, Megan & Bernie
Vopat, Karen
Wakely, Jean
Walmart
Way-A-Life Properties LLC
Wickstrom, George
Wille, Linda
Winter, Daniel & Cindy
Yamaha 
Yerington, Cindy & Scott

Don Paddock 
Florence DeCoux 
JD Fox 
Marilynn Waarvik 
Mary Moore 
Megan Graham 
Rick Elsen 
Verlyn Eben

^ indicates received through a
grant

Thank you Britt Marthaler for
donating time and designing
this annual report. 

Our goal has been to be 100%
accurate in reporting gifts
donated each year to Ruth’s
House. We sincerely apologize
for any errors. Please let us
know if you find any
(hello@ruthshousemn.org) so
we can correct our records and
update these pages. 

(cont.)
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Safety and wellbeing support 
Career and education coaching 
Mental health services
Financial literacy and budgeting 
Healthy lifestyle education
Legal and healthcare navigation 
Housing transition assistance

In 2024, we launched a new case
management system, enabling us to track and
respond to resident needs more efficiently—
giving staff more time to work directly with
families and deliver personalized support.

GROWTH ROOTED IN COMMUNITY Since
opening, Ruth’s House has continued to
operate from its original location. What
began as a single shelter has evolved into a
vital network of programs and services
designed to support women and children on
their journey to stability and independence.
Thanks to ongoing community generosity,
we’ve expanded services dramatically.
However, our ability to serve more families at
once remains limited due to space and
accessibility challenges in our current facility.

A LEGACY OF HOPE AND EMPOWERMENT
More than 21 years ago, a small group of
committed community members came
together with a shared vision: to create a
safe supportive place for women facing
homelessness due to domestic violence,
poverty, health challenges, or other crises. In
August 2004, Ruth’s House opened its doors
with a clear mission—to empower lives and
offer hope through services. That mission
remains unchanged today, upheld by a
community that has consistently contributed
time, resources, and compassion.

A VISION FOR THE FUTURE This year, the
Ruth’s House Board of Directors adopted a
bold strategy roadmap focused on scaling our
impact and ensuring long-term sustainability.
Key priorities include:

Strengthening internal
systems and operations 
Enhancing financial oversight
Developing leadership 
Expanding programming to
meet evolving needs of staff,
volunteers, and board

This roadmap is a step forward in our vision
to serve more families—and serve them
better.

POWERED BY COMMUNITY GENEROSITY
Over 90% of Ruth’s House annual revenue
comes from fundraising and grants. Our
major sources of support include:

The annual Helping Hearts Event in
February 
Ongoing gifts from generous individuals
and businesses 
Purple Porch Project in October,
honoring Domestic Violence Awareness
Month— featuring family activities, a
pledge walk, and a child focused
community raffle during Faribault’s Fall
Festival

These events are not just fundraisers- they
are community movements, ground in hope
and solidarity.

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE Donors,
volunteers, and community partners are the
backbone of Ruth’s House. Your support
allows us to deliver life-changing services,
uphold our mission, and give women and
children the opportunity for a new beginning.
By giving to Ruth’s House, you ensure that
families in crisis find not just shelter—but
safety, dignity, and hope. Together, we can
build a stronger, more compassionate future.

RUTH’S HOUSE ANNUAL REPORT 2024LETTER FROM
THE BOARD
WRITTEN BY BONNIE WICKSTROM

PROGRAMS THAT CHANGE LIVES Our
compassionate, trauma-informed team
delivers comprehensive services tailored to
meet eat resident needs. These include:



 
RUTH’S HOUSE STAFF

 

Suzzanne Fox, Executive Director 

Meghan Sawicki, Program Director 

Carrie H, Operations Manager 

Susan S, Outreach Coordinator 

Sherri S, Lead Family Advocate 

Nicole K, Case Manager

Michele R, Office & Volunteer 

Administrator Assistant

Katie B, Family Advocate 

Nikki B, Family Advocate 

Susan B,  Family Advocate

Kari D, Family Advocate

Amanda N, Family Advocate 

RUTH’SHOUSEANNUALREPORT 2024
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