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The New York State Senate

S$1810A has been vetoed by
Gov. Kathy Hochul.

Senate Bill S1810A

Relates to community preservation
funds for the town of Chester
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Release, June 18, 2021, Attorney General James Ends Discriminatory Housing Practices Against Jewish Commu-
nity in orange Cuunty available at mmmwmmmmwmmmm

e United Jewish Community ing:
‘ Of Bloomlng Grove Similar lawsuits have had to be filed against a number of other Orange County municipalities to fight against

local efforts to exclude Hasidic Jewish families (see e.g. Matter of Village of Kiryas Joel v Village of Woodbury, 138

AD3d 1008, 1013 [2d Dept 2016] [finding questions of fact that Village of Woodbury zoning constitutes exclusion-
r“‘mmrww Matio ares: PO Box 808 Monroe. NY 1049 - 4826 ol Info@UIC ary zoning]; BMG Monroe |, LLC v Town of Monroe, USDC, SDNY, Case No. 16-cv-8266 [challenge to Town of Monroe
building moratorium and effort to block residential project]; Highview Properties D.FH,, Inc v Town of Monroe,
USDC, SDNY, Case No. 18-cv-00867 [challenge to Town of Monroe building moratorium and effort to block resi-
dential project]; CHAB Five Realty, LLC v Town of Monroe, USDC, SDNY, Case No. 17-cv-07300 [challenge to Town of
Monroe building moratorium and effort to block residential project]; BMG Monroe |, LLC v Village of Monroe, USDC,
SDNY, Case No. 20-cv-1357 [challenge to Village of Monroe's tactics to delay; see also eg. LeBlanc-Sternberg v.
Fletcher, 67 F3d 412 [2d Cir. 1995 [exclusion of Hasidic Jews in Rockland County violated FHAJ; Bloomingburg
Jewish Educ. Ctr. v Vil. of Bloomingburg, N, 111 F Supp 3d 459, 430-91 [SDNY 2015] [a developer adequately stat-
ed FHA claims against a village in Sullivan County based upon the village's “discriminatory animus against Hasid-
ic Jews")). In each of these cases, the Orange County municipalities had attempted to justify their exclusionary
tactics by reference to a preservation of community character. Indeed, community groups have been organized
to oppose housing for Hasidic Jewish families—like CUPON Orange, United Monroe, CUPON Rockland, Preserve
Ramapo, and Preserve Airmont, among many others—have used the purported preservation of rural community
character to justify their discriminatory campaigns.

August 16, 2022
Hon. Kathy Hochul
Governor of the State of New York
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Re: Opposition to S1810/A5585A
Dear Governor Hochul,

On behalf of The United Jewish Community of Bleoming Grove (UJC), and hundreds of Hasidic Jewish resi-

dents of the Town of Blooming Grove and Village of South Blooming Grove, we respectfully request that you veto
S1810/A5585A, which claims to relate to community preservation funds for the Town of Chester, but actually
seeks to fund and extend the continuing discriminatory activities by municipalities in Orange County to make
housing unavailable to Hasidic Jewish families in violation of the Fair Housing Act.

Recognizing the discriminatory nature of this type of ‘community preservation” bill, the Assembly last year
refused to pass an identical bill that would have funded the Town of Chester's discriminatory community pres-
ervation efforts (see S1810/A5585, available at https://www.nysenate gov/legislation/bills/2021/a5585). In light
of Attorney General James’ success in the federal lawsuit against Chester for violations of the Fair Housing Act,
that was understandable. Bringing the bill back now, when nothing has changed in the interim to make this nec-
essary, not only threatens Hasidic Jewish families in Chester, but all families across Orange County, including my
constituents in Blooming Grove.

With the increases in significant housing pressure in Orange County, many Hasidic Jewish families have re-
cently relocated to municipalities nearby to the Town of Palm Tree and Village of Kiryas Joel, where many re-
ligious and cultural services necessary to the practice of Hasidic Judaism are located. In response to Hasidic
families seeking to live in the nearby communities where they can freely practice their faith, the adjacent munic-
ipalities, including the Town of Blooming Grove, have endeavored to preserve their ‘rural community character”
as a means to exclude Hasidic Jewish families.

This is not a new phenomenon. For years, Orange County icipalities have adopted ictive land use
plans and zoning laws, building moratoria, anti-solicitation laws, and other local customs and policies that, al-
though appearing facially neutral, are designed to limit the new housing available for and to exclude the Hasidic
Jewish families who need it in violation of the Fair Housing Act. For example, New York Attorney General Letitia
James intervened and recently prevalled in a federal lawsuit to stop housing discrimination in the Town of Ches-
ter, where Town officials had discri ily blocked a residential housing project and enacted local laws to
make the homes too small for any Hasidic Jewish family to use based upon, among other things, the fabricated
desire to preserve the Town of Chester’s rural community character (see Attorney General Letitia James, Press

wruvl-n‘m

While this bill relates to the Town of Chester, its passage would most certainly encourage the Legislature to
revive the identical bill for the town of Blooming Grove (S1811/A5761) that you vetoed last year. Indeed, these bills
seek to authorize the Towns to fund their discriminatory efforts to exclude Hasidic Jewish families by creating
new taxes on real estate sales, many of which involve the Hasidic Jewish families who are relocating to these
municipalities. In essence, these bills would allow the Towns to force Hasidic Jewish families who want to live
in the Towns to fund the Towns' campaigns to make housing unavailable to them. In fact, in Blooming Grove, the
Town has already adopted a Community Preservation Plan that lists 247 parcels and a total of 11,646 acres as
“Priority Parcels" for rural preservation and admtlonal restrictions on development (see Town of Blooming Grove
Cnmmunlty Preservauun Plan ava:lable at

N%20A

Although the Legislature should have once again refused to pass S1810/ASS58A on the same grounds, you
can remedy that error by vetoing the bill and, once again, reaffirming New York's commitment to fighting an-
tisemitism and promoting the diversity, inclusivity, and tolerance, in housing and all aspects of life, that New York
prides itself on.

Thank you for your consideration for the communities' views and needs.
Respectfully,

Joel Stern Yitzchok Ekstein
UJC Board Representative UJC Board Chairman
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811 Route 208, Monroe NY 10950 + Phone: 845-782-2600 - Fax: 845-782-2601
P.0. Box 295, Blooming Grove, New York 10914 - www.yosbg.com
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Mayor
George Kalzj

Deputy Mayor August 16, 2022
‘Abraham Weiss

Trustees

Yitzchok Feldman
Asher Guttman

Zalmen Rosner Hon. Kathy Hochul

Village Caunsel Governor of the State of New York
Scott Ugell NYS State Capitol Building

Special Counsel Albany, New York 12224

Ira Immanuel

Re: Opposition to S1810/A5585A

Dear Governor Hochul,

On behalf of the Village of South Blooming Grove, The United Jewish Community of Blooming Grove (UJC),
and hundreds of Hasidic Jewish residents of the Town of Blooming Grove and Village of South Blooming Grove,
| respectfully request that you veto S1810/A5585A, which claims to relate to community preservation funds for
the Town of Chester, but actually seeks to fund and extend the continuing discriminatory activities by municipal-
ities in Orange County to make housing unavailable to Hasidic Jewish families in violation of the Fair Housing Act.

Recognizing the discriminatory nature of this type of “community preservation” bill, the Assembly last year
refused to pass an identical bill that would have funded the Town of Chester’s discriminatory community preser-
vation efforts (see S1810/A5585, available at https://www.nysenate. islation/bills/2021/a5585). In light
of Attorney General James’ success in the federal lawsuit against Chester for violations of the Fair Housing Act,
that was understandable. Bringing the bill back now, when nothing has changed in the interim to make this nec-
essary, not only threatens Hasidic Jewish families in Chester, but all families across Orange County, including my
constituents in Blooming Grove.

With the increases in significant housing pressure in Orange County, many Hasidic Jewish families have
recently relocated to municipalities nearby to the Town of Palm Tree and Village of Kiryas Joel, where many
religious and cultural services necessary to the practice of Hasidic Judaism are located. In response to Hasidic
families seeking to live in the nearby communities where they can freely practice their faith, the adjacent munic-
ipalities, including the Town of Blooming Grove, have endeavored to preserve their “rural community character”
as a means to exclude Hasidic Jewish families.

This is not a new phenomenon. For years, Orange County ies have adopted restrictive land use
plans and zoning laws, building moratoria, anti-solicitation laws, and other local customs and policies that, al-
though appearing facially neutral, are designed to limit the new housing available for and to exclude the Hasidic
Jewish families who need it in violation of the Fair Housing Act. For example, New York Attorney General Letitia
James intervened and recently prevailed in a federal lawsuit to stop housing discrimination in the Town of Ches-
ter, where Town officials had discriminatorily blocked a residential housing project and enacted local laws to
make the homes too small for any Hasidic Jewish family to use based upon, among other things, the fabricated

VILLAGE OF SOUTH BLOOMING GROVE

desire to preserve the Town of Chester’s rural community character (see Attorney General Letitia James, Press
Release, June 18, 2021, Attorney General James Ends Discriminatory Housing Practices Against Jewish Commu-
nity in Orange County, available at h ny.gov/i I [2021/attorr -j ds-discrim-
inatory-housing-practices-against-jewish).

Similar lawsuits have had to be filed against a number of other Orange County municipalities to fight against
local efforts to exclude Hasidic Jewish families (see e.g. Matter of Village of Kiryas Joel v Village of Woodbury,
138 AD3d 1008, 1013 [2d Dept 2016] [finding questions of fact that Village of Woodbury zoning constitutes ex-
clusionary zoning]; BMG Monroe I, LLC v Town of Monroe, USDC, SDNY, Case No. 16-cv-8266 [challenge to Town
of Monroe building moratorium and effort to block residential project]; Highview Properties D.F.H., Inc v Town
of Monroe, USDC, SDNY, Case No. 18-cv-00867 [challenge to Town of Monroe building moratorium and effort to
block residential project]; CHAB Five Realty, LLC v Town of Monroe, USDC, SDNY, Case No. 17-cv-07300 [challenge
to Town of Monroe building moratorium and effort to block residential project]; BMG Monroe |, LLC v Village of
Monroe, USDC, SDNY, Case No. 20-cv-1357 [challenge to Village of Monroe’s tactics to delay; see also e.g. LeB-
lanc-Sternberg v. Fletcher, 67 F3d 412 [2d Cir. 1995] [exclusion of Hasidic Jews in Rockland County violated FHA];
Bloomingburg Jewish Educ. Ctr. v Vil. of Bloomingburg, N.Y., 111 F Supp 3d 459, 490-91 [SDNY 2015] [a developer
adequately stated FHA claims against a village in Sullivan County based upon the village’s “discriminatory animus
against Hasidic Jews”]). In each of these cases, the Orange County municipalities had attempted to justify their
exclusionary tactics by reference to a preservation of community character. Indeed, community groups have
been organized to oppose housing for Hasidic Jewish families—like CUPON Orange, United Monroe, CUPON
Rockland, Preserve Ramapo, and Preserve Airmont, among many others—have used the purported preservation
of rural community character to justify their discriminatory campaigns.

While this bill relates to the Town of Chester, its passage would most certainly encourage the Legislature
to revive the identical bill for the town of Blooming Grove (S1811/A5761) that you vetoed last year. Indeed,
these bills seek to authorize the Towns to fund their discriminatory efforts to exclude Hasidic Jewish families by
creating new taxes on real estate sales, many of which involve the Hasidic Jewish families who are relocating to
these municipalities. In essence, these bills would allow the Towns to force Hasidic Jewish families who want to
live in the Towns to fund the Towns’ to make housing to them. In fact, in Blooming Grove,
the Town has already adopted a Community Preservation Plan that lists 247 parcels and a total of 11,646 acres

as “Priority Parcels” for rural preservation and i ions on (see Town of Blooming
Grove Community Preservation Plan, available at h i [Portals/5/BG%20
Preservation%20Plan%20Adopted WA i 2020 1 17- pdf?ver=2020-03-09-190437-947).

Although the Legislature should have once again refused to pass $1810/A5558A on the same grounds, you
can remedy that error by vetoing the bill and, once again, reaffirming New York's commitment to fighting an-
isemitism and ing the diversity, i ivity, and tolerance, in housing and all aspects of life, that New York
prides itself on.

Thank you for your consideration of my constituents’ views and needs.

Respectfully,

George Kalaj
Mayor - Village of South Blooming Grove % G
-

cc:
VSBG Board of Trustees
Joel Stern, Isaac Ekstein
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United
Jewish
Community

o United Jewish Community
of Blooming Grove

of Blooming Grove Mailing address: PO Box 808 Monroe, NY 10949 + Hotline: 845-237-4828 + Email: Info@UJCofBloomingGrove.org
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State of New York

Court of Appeals

Decided and Eniered on the
fificenth day of December, 2022

Appellants having moved for Jeave ta appenl 10 he Court of Appeals in the ahove

Upan the papers filed and due deliberation, it is

ORDERED, that the motion & granted.
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