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FAREWELL TO 
JANUARY

by Kathy Wolfe

�is week, Tidbits bids farewell to the �rst month of 2026 
with these facts about the month of January. 
• �e month of January is named a�er the ancient Ro-
man god Janus, the god of time, beginnings, transitions, 
passages, and endings. His image is two-headed, symbol-
izing his supposed ability to see into the past with one 
face and into the future with the other. 
• In the original Roman calendar, there was no January. 
March was the �rst month of the year, and the calendar 
consisted of just 10 months – six 30-day months and four 
31-day months. Rome’s second king, Numa Pompilius, 
gave the calendar an overhaul during the 7th century 
B.C., adding 50 days and taking a day from each of the 
10 months, creating two new winter months, Ianuarius 
to honor Janus, as a symbol of new beginnings, and Feb-
ruarius to pay tribute to the Roman puri�cation festival 
of Februa. 
• �e Gregorian calendar, which we have followed since 
1582, was adjusted to 365.2425 days, the time it takes 
for the Earth to travel around the sun. But not everyone 
switched to the adjustment, including Eastern Orthodox 
churches. Because they follow the older Julian calendar, 
established by Julius Caesar, while much of the world has 
stowed away their Christmas decorations, the Eastern 
Orthodox are celebrating Christmas on January 7. 
• �e garnet gemstone is the birthstone of the month 
of January. �e garnet is one of the oldest known gems, 
with necklaces discovered in the tombs and mummies 
of the Ancient Egyptians. �e stone is symbolic of many 
things – constancy (due to its enduring nature), courage, 
strength, and protection. Some medieval kings wore gar-
nets as protection during battle. During the Middle Ages, 
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Farewell To January (continued)
the clergy esteemed garnets as symbols of Christ’s blood 
and sacri�ce.
• �e �rst U.S. President Inauguration Day took place in 
1789 to swear in George Washington as the nation’s �rst 
president. �e ceremony was held on April 30, 1789, on 
the balcony of the Federal Hall, the capitol building of the 
United States, in New York City, then the nation’s capital. 
Inaugurations were held in Philadelphia, which had be-
come named the nation’s capital, in 1793 and 1797, then 
moved to Washington, D.C., the new capital, in 1801. Be-
ginning in 1793, Inauguration Day was moved to March 
4 (or March 5 if the 4th fell on a Sunday), and this date 
remained in place through the 1933 inauguration, the 
�rst of four ceremonies for Franklin D. Roosevelt. �e 
20th amendment of the U.S. Constitution moved Inau-
guration Day to January 20 as a measure to reduce the 
“lame-duck” period between presidents. 
•  Patents for many everyday items were issued during 
the month of January, including the pop-up toaster in 
1929. An envelope-making machine received a patent in 
January 1849, and a machine for making ice cream cones 
received its rights in 1924. A process for the manufacture 
of gasoline was approved in 1913, and E.G. Otis was is-
sued a patent in 1861 for an “improvement in a hoisting 
apparatus,” namely, an elevator. �e game of Monopoly 
received its patent in January 1935. 
• In the Northern Hemisphere, January is usually the 
coldest month, but the opposite is true in the Southern 
Hemisphere, where it is the second month of the summer 
and the hemisphere’s warmest month. 
•  When you’ve had an “epiphany,” you’ve had a moment 
of sudden insight, something has been shown to your 
mind, in other words, “the light went on.” �e word itself 
means “manifestation.” In terms of the month of January, 
January 6 is celebrated as Epiphany, also known as �ree 
Kings’ Day. It’s a holiday that commemorates the reve-
lation of Jesus as the Christ to the three Magi, wise men 
who had traveled from the “East,” perhaps Arabia, Per-
sia, or India. According to eighth-century writings, their 
names were Melchior, Caspar, and Balthazar. 
•  Twel�h Night refers to Epiphany Eve, January 5, the 
“last day of Christmastide,” celebrated by many with a 
Twel�h Night cake, a rich fruit cake soaked in brandy 
and covered with a layer of hard icing. It’s topped with 
sugar �gures, fancy sculptures, and decorative piping. A 
large, dried bean is baked inside the cake and whoever 
receives that piece is declared the ruler over the evening’s 
festivities. A recipe for the cake from an 1865 cookbook 
calls for 18 eggs! 
•  For those who follow astrology, two zodiac signs are 
within the month of January, Capricorn the goat and 
Aquarius the water-bearer. According to the stars, those 
born between December 22 and January 19 under Capri-
corn are ambitious, self-disciplined, reliable, trustworthy, 
stable, and frugal.  Aquarians born between January 20 

and February 18 are creative individuals who are deep 
thinkers who spend a lot of time working through chal-
lenges. Astrologers call them introverts who are not great 
communicators. 
•  �ere are some rather obscure observances during Jan-
uary, such as National Pie Day on January 23. It’s been a 
celebration of delicious pastries since the 1970s when a 
Boulder, Colorado teacher named Charlie Papazian de-
clared that day, his birthday, as National Pie Day. It’s be-
come more o�cial since it’s sponsored by the American 
Pie Council. �at’s not Papazian’s only accomplishment. 
He’s more noted as laying the groundwork for today’s 
brewing of cra� beers. In 1979, he founded the Associa-
tion of Brewers and established the Great American Beer 
Festival. Papazian has penned seven books about micro-
brewing, including “�e Complete Joy of Home Brew-
ing,” now in its 25th reprinting. 
•  Wouldn’t you think that National Whipped Cream Day 
would coincide with National Pie Day? Not so. �is unu-
sual observance falls on January 5, the birthday of Aaron 
“Bunny” Lapin, the inventor of Reddi-Wip. During the 
late 1800s, whipped cream became a popular choice in 
desserts, primarily due to the invention of a steam-pow-
ered mixer that simpli�ed the process of whipping cream. 
But it was Lapin’s invention in 1948 that transformed 
the industry. He created sweetened whipped cream that 
could be propelled through a canister’s nozzle by nitrous 
oxide, with contents pressurized up to 100 pounds per 
square inch. 
• �ere’s an o�cial term for that feeling of being down 
or melancholy during the month of January following all 
the holiday rush. It’s the “January Blues.” So say “Hello, 
February!” with a happy, upbeat attitude for new begin-
nings! 

Reading and Writing for Relaxation
If ever there was a time to turn o� the television 

-- especially during the evening news hour -- this is it. 
Between the stress and anxiety of current events that we 
can do nothing about and the shocking mistakes we see 
being made (not to mention the resulting disrupted sleep 
and rising blood pressure), we can easily just press the o� 
button on the remote.

But what shall we do with our free time, once we have 
silenced the noise? We can read ...

“Homework for Grown-Ups: Everything You Learned 
at School and Promptly Forgot,” by Elizabeth Foley and 
Beth Coates, is a trip down memory lane of all the facts 
and tidbits you used to know. �e topics are covered 
in bite-size sections and include English language and 
literature, math, home economics, history, science 
and much more. Still wonder if you should use “that” 
or “which” in a sentence? Or you don’t remember 
the answer when your grandchild asks, “What’s the 
di�erence between a parallelogram and a rhombus?” Or 
if you need a refresher about rock, paper, scissors, the 
book will remind you. At the end of each section is a quiz 
with answers in the back of the book. If you read a few 
pages every day, you’ll �nd it addicting!

And we can write ...
When is the last time you wrote someone a letter? Not 

an email, not a text message, not a letter typed on the 
computer and printed out, but a handwritten letter on 
nice stationery with a matching envelope. And yes, they 
still make such things, sold in sets. While you’re shopping 
for stationery, consider buying a journal. If you make a 
habit of writing, without a daily dose of bad news, you’ll 
likely �nd yourself much more relaxed -- and happy! 
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 nationally known company.
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HomeShare Clark County, WA is part of
FP4H, a501(c)3 non-Profit organization
Learn more at www.faithpartners4housing.org
contact us at (360)702-2796 or admin@homeshareccwa.org

Get Help 
With: 

Extra Income

Companionship

Help with chores

Being a part of the 
housing solution

If you have a spare room doing nothing in
your home,  consider using it to house a 
boarder that is compatible with you by 

using the HomeShare Process.

The Private Match Platform Provides 
background checks & 

rental templates for FREE
https://info.homeshareonline.org/clarkcountywa

HomeShare is a step by step process to find 
the right boarder by understanding mutual 

expectations and discussing the most common 
challenges before anyone moves in. 
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FOR SALE

Vanessa Grape Vines
$7/Each, locally grown.

First year vines.
Call/text 503-545-4540
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TIDBITS
is
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Salespeople

360-605-3502

FOR SALE
$5 for 5 line listing!*
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FOR RENT

AUTOMOTIVE

REAL ESTATE

$5 for 5 line listing!*
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visit website to submit:

www.clarkbits.org/classi�eds

$5 for 5 line listing!*
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SERVICES

$5 for 5 line listing!*
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$5 for 5 line listing!*
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Experienced Freight 
Brokers Needed

Work from o�ce 
in Vancouver
503-522-0604

FOR SALE

2712 N Hayden Island Dr.
Portland, OR 97217 

www.amautogroupllc.com
(503)887-0726

Mid Memic
Owner
amautogroup@outlook.com

1090 N.E. Hwy 99
Vancouver, WA 98686
Cell: (360)513-9511
Bus: (360)573-5733
Fax: (360)573-9890
www.patmoorequalitycars.comwww.patmoorequalitycars.com

Need to promote or grow your business?
ADVERTISE with Tidbits

YOUR AD HERE!YOUR AD HERE!YOUR AD HERE!

clarkbits.org/advertise

3.2" x 4" - Small Ad Size
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According to the 20th amendment of the U.S. Constitution, every four years the terms of the 
president and vice-president “shall end at noon on the 20th day of January and the terms of their 
successors shall begin.”
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you take your �rst bite.
***

Donna Erickson creates relationships and community 
through food and fun. Find more to nourish and delight 
you at www.donnaerickson.com. 

Getting a Taste of the 2026 
Olympics in Italy

�e 2026 Winter Olympics in Milan and Cortina 
d’Ampezzo, Italy, will be in full swing on televisions and 
screens all across America starting on Feb. 6. I love how 
the cameras put viewers like us in the middle of the ac-
tion, as if we’re standing on the sidelines as a skier comes 
racing by. Amidst the thrills, there’s one thing that we 
miss out on, which are the mouthwatering smells and 
tastes of the local food that gets enjoyed by spectators 
throughout the event.

So, this year, I decided to make the Olympics a “total” 
cultural experience and create a taste of Italy by prepar-
ing a panini (Italian for “sandwich”). But hold the pickles, 
lettuce and mayo! Italians are known to love their panini 
with a drizzle of olive oil, balsamic vinegar or pesto on 
the bread. �ey add good meat and cheese, then toast it 
on an electric grill. �e heat intensi�es the �avors and 
creates diagonal grill marks on the outside of the bread.

To create the same taste and e�ect, we make our panini 
on the stove with a basic grill pan and press them with a 
brick covered in tinfoil. If you don’t have a brick, set an-
other heavy skillet on top of the sandwich with soup cans 
to weight it down as it heats throughout.

To get you started, here’s my simple, basic traditional 
recipe for 4-5 paninis that kids will love:

-- 1 loaf of good Italian bread, such as ciabatta or fo-
caccia

-- Extra-virgin olive oil
-- 20 fresh basil leaves
-- 4 ounces thinly sliced prosciutto (optional)
-- 4 ripe tomatoes, sliced
-- 8 ounces fresh mozzarella cheese, sliced 1/4 inch 

thick
Slice bread for 4-5 paninis, then split each one in half 

horizontally. Drizzle bottom cut halves with olive oil and 
stack with basil, prosciutto, tomatoes and cheese. Top 
with bread.

Set panini on a heated, nonstick grill pan. Set bricks 
covered with tinfoil on top to compress the panini. Grill 
until cheese so�ens. Flip over and toast on second sides, 
again with the bricks on top.

Set on a plate and let yourself be transported to Italy as 

We use a proprietary Amino Acid Blend to transition
your body into a metabolic pathway that enables you to
burn fat and lose inches!

No drugs! No gimmicks! No crazy diets! No expensive pre-
packaged foods! No cravings!

Tired of trying fad diets and not losing weight?

Our team is dedicated to your success! Let us help you get on
track to a healthier lifestyle and slimmer waistband.

We will help you get satisfying results by working with you to
monitor your progress via Bluetooth scale and the BodySite
patient portal.

Contact UsContact Us
For details on how to start yourFor details on how to start your
successful weight loss journey today!successful weight loss journey today!

Scan here
to learn
more!

Our skilled providers use your bloodwork results to determine
why your body is holding on to that stubborn fat and create a
plan to target those problem areas.

info@healthsolutionspnw.com
(360) 576-1600
www.healthsolutionspnw.com

1. HISTORY: When did the Easter Rising insurrection 
take place in Ireland?

2. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of India?
3. MEDICAL TERMS: What is a common name for 

lateral epicondylitis? 
4. MOVIES: �e “Back to the Future II” characters 

travel forward in time to which year?
5. LITERATURE: What color is the badge of courage 

in Stephen Crane’s novel about the Civil War?
6. GAMES: How many points is the center red bullseye 

on a dartboard worth?
7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group of �oating 

otters called?
8. AD SLOGANS: Which car company used the slogan 

“Drive your dreams”?
9. TELEVISION: What is husband Darrin’s profession 

in the “Bewitched” sitcom?
10. SCIENCE: What part of the brain controls hunger?

Need to promote or grow your business?
ADVERTISE with Tidbits

YOUR AD HERE!YOUR AD HERE!YOUR AD HERE!

clarkbits.org/advertise

3.2" x 4" - Small Ad Size

Starting at only $40/Week!
*Additional charge front page placement.
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By Lucie Winborne  
* �e living room set of “�e Addams Family” TV 

series was actually pink.
* About 1,350 potentially active volcanoes presently 

exist on Earth, with the majority of them found along 
a 25,000-mile-long, horseshoe-shaped ribbon bordering 
the Paci�c Ocean that’s commonly known as the “Ring 
of Fire.”

* Chopsticks in Asia are about 2,000 years older than 
forks in Europe.

* �e color red appears in nearly every shot of Stanley 
Kubrick’s 1980 horror classic “�e Shining.”

* Michelangelo only signed one piece of art, the 
“Madonna della Pietà,” and that was supposedly because 
he overheard his work credited to a rival and sneaked 
back to include his name on the sash across the Virgin 
Mary’s chest.

* People spend roughly 10% of their waking hours 
with their eyes closed. �at’s OK, we know you’re just 
thinking.

* No American president has been an only child.
* In 1954, the mayor of the wine-growing town 

Chateauneuf-du-Pape in France issued a memorable 
decree that banned the “�ying over, landing or taking 
o� of �ying saucers.” It’s unclear whether anyone ever 
considered how such an event should be handled should 
it de�antly occur.

* Shaquille O’Neal missed 5,317 free throws over the 
course of his career. 

* Only three music companies are responsible for more 
than 80% of the music we listen to: Sony BMG, Warner 
Music Group and Universal Music Group.

* Spiders, like humans, can have arachnophobia. Small 
wonder, since certain species regularly eat each other: for 
food, a�er mating and for other reasons scientists don’t 
yet fully understand.

***
�ought for the Day: “You can make positive deposits 

in your own economy every day by reading and listening 
to powerful, positive, life-changing content and by 
associating with encouraging and hope-building people.” 
-- Zig Ziglar

K A Y  L .  N E W E L L
“ T H E  L I G H T  B U L B  L A D Y ”

www.sunlanlighting.com ͮ kay@sunlanlighting.com
&ollow us on &acebook, Instagram, and 'oogle
ϯϵϬϭ E. Dississippi �ve. Ͳ Portland, KZ ϵϳϮϮϳ

ϱϬϯ.Ϯϴϭ.Ϭϰϱϯ  &ax ϱϬϯ.Ϯϴϭ.ϯϰϬϴ
DKEͲ&ZI ϴ͗ϬϬ Ͳ ϱ͗ϯϬ ^�d ϭϬ͗ϬϬ Ͳ ϱ͗ϬϬ
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* On Jan. 26, 1875, a gang of men likely led by Pinkerton 
Detective Agency sta�, who mistakenly believed that 
outlaws Frank and Jesse James were holed up in their 
family home, raided the house, leaving their mother, 
Zerelda James, permanently maimed and their 9-year-
old half-brother, Archie Samuel, dead from an exploded 
�are meant to �ush the brothers out.

* On Jan. 27, 1970, John Lennon composed and 
recorded “Instant Karma,” his third solo single prior 
to the Beatles’ o�cial breakup, in one day. �ough he 
remarked that he “wrote it for breakfast, recorded it for 
lunch, and we’re putting it out for dinner,” the song was 
actually released to the public almost two weeks later. 

* On Jan. 28, 1777, poet, playwright and British 
General John Burgoyne submitted a plan to the British 
government that would isolate New England from the 
other colonies, which involved an invasion of 8,000 
British troops from Canada moving south through New 
York and taking the Americans by surprise. Its failure 
that autumn launched severe criticism, and soon a�er 
Burgoyne retired from active service.

* On Jan. 29, 1929, �e Seeing Eye, America’s �rst 
school designed to train guide dogs for the visually 
impaired, opened in Tennessee. For the bene�t of 
skeptical reporters, co-founder Morris Frank showcased 
his own dog, Buddy, on busy New York streets.

* On Jan. 30, 1994, American speed skater Dan Jansen 
set a new world record of 35.76 at the World Sprint 
Championships in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

* On Jan. 31, 1961, a chimp named Ham became the 
�rst hominid in space, a�er a 16.5-minute suborbital 
�ight, paving the way for the �rst human in space three 
months later.

* On Feb. 1, 1917, Germany returned to the policy 
of unrestricted submarine warfare it had suspended in 
response to pressure from America and other neutral 
countries. �e previous day, German chancellor �eobald 
Bethmann Hollweg had announced that “the destructive 
designs of our opponents cannot be expressed more 
strongly. We have been challenged to �ght to the end. We 
accept the challenge. We stake everything, and we shall 
be victorious.”



info@clarkbits.org (360) 975-3500  clarkbits.org   Week 4 PAGE 11

DAYS OF THE WEEK

Tidbits invites you to begin your day with these facts 
about whatever day it might be! 
•  Our names for the days of the week have in�uences 
from the ancient Romans, Anglo-Saxons, and the old 
Norse. �e Romans chose names of celestial bodies, 
such as Sunday being the “Day of Sun” and Monday as 
“Day of the Moon.” �e Old English word “Mondaeg” 
also translates “day of the moon.” �e Japanese word for 
Monday, “getsuyobi,” means exactly the same thing, “day 
of the moon.”
•   How about Monday in various languages? �e Polish 
say “Poniedzialk,” which literally means “a�er Sunday.” 
�e Czechs say Pazartesi, while the folks in Iceland 
call Monday “Manudagur.” �e Hebrew people refer to 
Monday as “Yom Sheni.”
• �e Anglo-Saxon god of war, Tiw, was honored with 
the day we call Tuesday. �at culture’s king of the gods 
was Woden, and the Old English word “Wodnesdaeg” 
has been modi�ed to our Wednesday. 
• �e Romans named �ursday a�er Jupiter, their god of 
sky and thunder, using the Latin “dies Jovis,” or “day of 
Jupiter, but the Norse people’s god of thunder, lightning, 
and storms was �or, leading to our name of �ursday.
• �e Norse goddess of home, marriage, and fertility, 
Frigga, gives us our designation for Friday, although the 
Romans called it Venus’s Day a�er their ancient goddess 
of love.  
•  �e planet Saturn is the source of Saturday. To the 
Romans, Saturn was associated with agriculture, wealth, 
fun, and feasting. To the Hebrews, Saturday is “Shabbat,” 
the Jewish day of rest and the holiest day of the week, a 
family day when no labor is conducted. 
• �e days of the week have made their way into some of 
our favorite music over the decades. Kris Kristo�erson 
had a hit with “Sunday Mornin’ Coming Down” in 1970 
and Maroon 5 had success with “Sunday Morning” 
in 2004.  In 1966, �e Mamas & �e Papas recorded 
“Monday, Monday,” a song that composer John Phillips 
says he wrote in 20 minutes, telling the story of a dislike 
of Mondays because the person he loved le� him on that 
day. �e Carpenters released “Rainy Days and Mondays” 
in 1971, recorded just a few weeks before Karen 
Carpenter’s 21st birthday. 
• “Ruby Tuesday” became the Rolling Stones’ fourth 
U.S. #1 hit in 1967. It’s a song written primarily by Keith 
Richards, whose girlfriend of two years had recently 
broken up with him. “Tuesday A�ernoon” by the English 
symphonic rock band �e Moody Blues was actually 
written on a Tuesday a�ernoon as the composer sat in 
the middle of �eld on a lovely spring day.  

 • Simon & Garfunkel released their debut album 
“Wednesday Morning, 3 A.M.” in 1964. A 1977 country 
song by Johnny Cash, “A Wednesday Car,” wondered 
about the quality of cars made on di�erent days of 
the week, with the idea that cars made on Wednesday 
are better because workers are more focused than on 
Monday or Friday. 
•  David Bowie wrote “�ursday’s Child” a�er being 
inspired by the autobiography of singer Eartha Kitt. 
Bowie also recorded a song about Friday in 1973, “Friday 
on My Mind,” while Van Morrison sang about “Friday’s 
Child” in 1971. 
•  Elton John gave permission for those who felt weary 
from the week’s pressure to cut loose with 1973’s “Saturday 
Night’s All Right for Fighting,” while the group Chicago 
had a more peaceful view of the upcoming weekend with 
“Saturday in the Park,” a hit that mentions “the 4th of 
July,” that was actually written on the 4th of July.

1. Name �e Kingston Trio song about the Boston 
subway.
2. Which group wrote and released “Baby Come Back”?
3. Name the artist who released “Don’t It Make My 

Brown Eyes Blue.”
4. Who released “Man of the World”?
5. Name the song that contains this lyric: “All my bags 

are packed, I’m ready to go, I’m standing here outside 
your door.”

Answers
1. “M.T.A.,” also known as “�e MTA song.” MTA is 

short for Metropolitan Transit Authority. Originally 
written as a campaign song in 1949 (Steiner/Hawes), 
the Trio’s 1959 version was released on their “At Large” 
album.
2. Player, in 1977. �e song shot to the top of the chart 

and stayed there for three weeks.
3. Crystal Gayle, in 1977. Gayle won a Grammy for Best 

Female Country Vocal Performance. �e song has been 
covered by artists around the globe, in several languages, 
including French, Cantonese, Czech and German. 
4. Fleetwood Mac, in 1969.
5. “Leaving On a Jet Plane,” by John Denver, in 1966. 

Singer-songwriter Denver did a limited release of the 
song, calling it “Babe I Hate to Go.” �e title was changed 
a year later. Peter, Paul and Mary followed with a cover 
in 1969.

Need a little help promoting your business?
Want to grow your clientele?

Tidbits of Clark County is a
great option for spreading the word!

Don’t just settle for minimum exposure -
call Tidbits today!  360.605.3502

13,000+ weekly readers!13,000+ weekly readers!
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Disney Pixar movie “Toy Story,” which provided a sub-
stantial boost in sales for the company. But by 1999, sales 
had declined again to the point that the company was in 
�nancial di�culty. Yet they were boosted again when the 
1999 sequel “Toy Story 2” featured a scene with Andy’s 
toy named “Etch,” described by fellow toy Woody as hav-
ing the “fastest knobs in the West.”
• Some professional Etch-A-Sketch artists have made 
their drawings permanent. California artist Nicole 

TOYS & GAMES

ETCH-A-SKETCH

One of the world’s favorite toys, the Etch-A-Sketch, was 
introduced in America in 1960, but was not invented in 
the U.S.  Follow along as Tidbits explores the origins of 
this classic. 
• Andre Cassagnes was an electrician in France in the 
1950s. Assigned to a contract in a factory that manufac-
tured an embossed wall covering, he was installing a light 
�xture in the building. �e manufacturing process used 
an aluminum powder that had spattered onto the light 
switch plate. Cassagnes made some pencil marks on the 
cover and discovered that his pencil scraping showed up 
on the other side of the plate’s protective decal. 
• Using the principle of electrostatic charge, along with 
aluminum powder mixed with tiny beads to prevent 
clumping, and a stylus, Cassagnes devised a drawing toy 
that didn’t need pencil and paper, one that caused art-
work to disappear with an upside-down shake. �e orig-
inal design featured a joystick rather than the two knobs 
that are familiar, but he later modi�ed it to the knobs that 
moved a stylus that scraped away the powder. A quick 
shake of the Etch-A-Sketch redistributes the aluminum 
powder, leaving a fresh slate.  �e le� knob creates a hori-
zontal line, and the right knob is for the vertical. Using 
both at once results in diagonal, circular, and other more 
complicated lines. 
• Cassagnes called his invention “L’Ecran Magique,” 
which translates “�e Magic Screen.” Several French 
manufacturers passed up the opportunity, believing that 
Cassagnes wanted too much money. He sold the rights 
for the toy to the American �rm Ohio Art Company, 
who ran a contest to name their new asset. 
•  Ohio Art launched the Etch-A-Sketch just in time for 
the Christmas, 1960 season. It was released with a price 
tag of $2.99 (about $32 in today’s money). Over 600,000 
units were sold the �rst year. 
• Although the Etch-A-Sketch debuted with its signature 
red color, there have been some variations over the years. 
In 1971, Ohio Art o�ered “Cool Blue” and “Hot Pink,” 
and for the toy’s 25th anniversary model, the company 
unveiled a silver Etch-A-Sketch with jeweled drawing 
knobs and a hand-carved signature at the top. �is limit-
ed edition set buyers back $3,750. Other special editions 
have included Hello Kitty and Marvel themes. �ere are 
also mini versions that attach to a keychain.
• �e popularity of Etch-A-Sketch was revitalized in 
popularity when it was featured in a scene in the 1995 

Are You a Golf or Tennis Pro? Sponsor a Cartoon!!
www.clarkbits.org/sponsorBy Ryan A. Berenz

1. Which World Golf Hall of Famer became the �rst 
female to shoot lower than 300 in a 72-hole tournament 
when she won the 1947 U.S. Women’s Open with a 295 
score?

2. �e San Diego Sockers, New York Arrows and 
Baltimore Blast were among the most successful teams in 
what arena soccer league that played from 1978 to 1992?

3. Which U.S. state’s legislature passed Act 130, 
commonly called the 1936 Sunday Sports Law, which 
permitted professional sports to be played on Sundays?

4. He was selected by the San Francisco 49ers with 
the �nal pick of the 2022 NFL Dra�. His young brother 
played college football for Florida State, Nebraska and 
Nevada. Who are they?

5. Name the pitcher who won the National League Cy 
Young Award with the Philadelphia Phillies in 1987 and 
won a World Series title with the Minnesota Twins in 
1991.

6. �e Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame opened in 
1999 in which U.S. city?

7. Which two college football teams have played for the 
Land of Lincoln Trophy (a bronze stovepipe hat) since 
2009?

Sports Quiz

Falzone, known as the “Monet of the Magic Screen,” cre-
ates intricate portraits on an Etch-A-Sketch and preserves 
them by drillings holes in the back of the case, draining 
out the aluminum powder, and gluing the knobs in place.
•  In France, the Etch-A-Sketch is still called “L’Ecran 
Magique,” while in Germany, it’s called “Zaubertafel,” 
which translates “magic board.”
•  Sales of the toy have topped 100 million since its in-
troduction.
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Start exploring all the food and drink 
establishments Clark County has to o�er!

Introducing our new Eat, Sip & Savor Clark 
County page! Discover restaurants, bakery 

cafes, bars and more all around Clark County 
- from Vancouver to Camas to Battle Ground 

and Ridge�eld. Watch for features on these 
establishments and even coupons to redeem!
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By Terry and Kim Kovel  

Ironstone Ceramics

If you’re familiar with 19th-century ceramics, you prob-
ably know about ironstone. It was �rst made by English 
potter Miles Mason, who sold Chinese export porcelain 
and decided to make his own replacements for broken 
dishes. To make these replacements, he created a ceramic 
using slag from processing iron, which his son patented 
as ironstone in 1813. Heavy, durable and hard to chip, it 
was clearly di�erent from porcelain, but quickly became 
a favorite for tableware. Many other potteries began 
making ironstone, especially in the Sta�ordshire district 
of England. Albion Pottery, also known as Bourne & 
Leigh, active from about 1892 to 1941, was one of them. 
�e platter shown here, which sold for $95 at Du-
Mouchelles, is an example of their ironstone. �e pat-
tern’s name, “Chinese,” evokes Mason’s original intention 
of making dishes to use with Chinese porcelain. Many 
popular ironstone patterns imitated East Asian designs. 
�is Albion Pottery platter includes a landscape with 
buildings and a bridge with a �gure, reminiscent of Nan-
king china or the design that inspired the famous Blue 
Willow pattern. A close look at the platter’s border shows 
geometric patterns like the ones found on Chinese por-
celain. 
For more collecting news, tips and resources, visit www.
Kovels.com.

By Terry and Kim Kovel  

* �is tip will change your life when peeling eggs: A�er 
you have hard-boiled your eggs, drain them and leave 
them in the pot. Put the lid on the pot and shake. Shake 
in all directions for up to a minute. �e eggs practically 
slip right out of their shells. Just rinse and prep.

* “I feed my kitty cat outside on the back porch, but 
she eats a little at a time, and whenever she took a break, 
the ants would be all over her food. Now I serve my little 
princess in a teacup and saucer I found at a thri� store. I 
put the food in the cup and then put a little water in the 
saucer. �e teacup sits in the water on the saucer. �e 
ants won’t get the food ever, because they can’t cross the 
water to get to it. Kitty is very happy now that she can 
take her time.” -- O.W. in Arkansas

* “To distinguish your keys, especially house keys 
that have similar stamps, simply paint the key head 
with di�erent colors of nail polish. You could even add 
a very subtle dot of the matching polish on the key lock. 
Reapply as needed.” -- S.L. in Oregon

* Use a �at iron to iron your collar if it’s rumpled. 
�is also works to straighten out button holes that have 
crimped.

* “To mark the end on a roll of tape, save your bread 
tabs. Stick it on the end and it will be ready and easy to 
start the next time you need tape. If it’s a thick tape, you 
can use two clips -- one at either side of the tape. �is 
way, it won’t split on you.” -- M.E. in Maryland

Send your tips to Now Here’s a Tip, 1800 Pembrook 
Dr., Suite 300, Orlando, FL 32810.
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Bark Run Play
Dog Boarding & Daycare

Located in Washougal

Large

Fenced

Yards

Caring for

Dogs

Since 2009

904-3449(360) www.BARKRUNPLAY.com
Locally owned since 2018

Pet After Life Services NW

(360) 844-9578
Pet Cremation

Read our Google reviews
on our website

www. .comPALSNW

Frosty Temps Result in 
Cold Paws

DEAR PAW’S CORNER: My cat “Fiero” is a robust out-
door cat who loves being outside all day and comes in 
at night. Recently, he came in limping a bit. I couldn’t 
see any damage to his paws, but the pads felt really cold 
and he didn’t like me touching them. Can cats’ paws 
freeze in the cold? -- Fred S., Madison, Wisconsin
DEAR FRED: Yes, cats absolutely can be injured in cold 
weather. While they are more inclined to �nd a warm 
and cozy spot, away from ice and snow, cats are still at 
risk of frostbitten paw pads, cuts from jagged ice or salt, 
hypothermia and possible poisoning from licking ice 
melt o� of their paws.
I suspect that Fiero’s paw pads are frostbitten, and he may 
have gotten slightly hypothermic as well, especially if it 
was bitterly cold outside. Contact the veterinarian for 
guidance so that he recovers quickly from the injury.
While Fiero is happiest outside, you can create a space 
for him inside to watch birds and wildlife outdoors. Set 
up a window shelf that he can relax on while looking out 
of the window. Another option is to stream a “cat TV” 
channel. �ese increasingly popular live streams -- found 
mostly on YouTube -- are designed to draw cats’ attention 
to twittering birds and curious squirrels on the screen. 
Additionally, give him an outlet for his excess energy. 
Place scratch pads throughout the house so he can sharp-
en his claws without destroying the furniture. Try di�er-
ent cat toys to get him to chase and play. 
For less-bitter-cold days outside, set up a covered shelter 
in a sunny spot next to your house for Fiero to rest in. 
�is can reduce the risk of a cold injury.
Send your tips, comments or questions to ask@pawscorn-
er.com.

If you have a pet obituary you 
would like included on our 

Petbits page, please email it 
to joan@clarkbits.org. Be sure 
to include the text you wish to 
publish along with a photo to 

feature.
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Sports Quiz Answers
1. Betty Jameson.
2. Major Indoor Soccer 

League (MISL).
3. Pennsylvania.
4. Brock and Chubba 

Purdy.
5. Steve Bedrosian.
6. Knoxville, Tennessee.
7. �e Illinois 

Fighting Illini and the 
Northwestern Wildcats.
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Trivia Answers
1. 1916.
2. New Delhi.
3. Tennis elbow.
4. 2015.
5. Red.
6. 50.
7. A ra�. 
8. Toyota.
9. Advertising 

executive.
10. Hypothalamus.
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