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Empowerment and Opportunity

Handi-Grafters Named
Non-Profit of the Year

On May 13, 2025, Handi-Crafters
was Honored at the Chester County
Chamber of Business and Industry’s
(CCCBI) inaugural Business of
Excellence Awards Luncheon at the
Desmond Hotel. In front of
community  leaders,  corporate

partners, and fellow honorees, we
proudly received the Non-Profit of
the Year Award.

This recognition is a testament to
the dedication of our staff, the
resilience  of  our  program
participants, and the steadfast

commitment of our partners and
stakeholders who champion our
mission each day. Together, we are
creating meaningful opportunities
and measurable outcomes for
hundreds of individuals in Chester
County and beyond.

Executive Director April
Ennis-Pierson accepted the award on
behalf of Handi-Crafters, joined by
members of our Board of Directors,
staff, and key partners. In her
remarks, she shared:
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The 38th Annual Hankin
Invitational

The 38th Annual Hankin Invita-
tional, held on October 7, 2024,
brought together incredible corpo-
rate donors and sponsors for a
tremendous day of stewardship and
sportsmanship. Set against the back-
drop of the picturesque Whitford
Country Club, the 2024 tournament,
sponsored by Hankin Group and
Bentley Systems, raised a remarkable
$335,000 to benefit Handi-Crafters

Opportunity Center. 232 golfers took
the course throughout the day for this
sold-out tradition, uniting Chester

County’s great community partners
for an even greater cause.

“The Hankin Invitational is far
more than a day of golf—it’s a lifeline
for Handi-Crafters. The support
raised through this tournament
directly sustains our programs, our
people, and our ability to create
meaningful work opportunities for
individuals with disabilities. Without
this event and its sponsors, much of
what we do simply wouldn’t be possi-
ble?

— Denny Howell, Board President,
Handi-Crafters

Golfers enjoyed a beautiful day on
the greens, engaging in friendly com-
petition and partaking in contests
such as the golf cannon challenge and
chances to win cash prizes. Competi-
tors also had the special opportunity
to win a Ford Bronco-Sport, courtesy
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Herr’s Honored with
2025 Best Friend Award

At Handi-Crafters, partnerships
are at the heart of our mission. Each
year, we recognize one extraordinary
partner with the Best Friend
Award—an Honor reserved for those
who go above and beyond in helping
us create meaningful opportunities
for individuals with disabilities. In
2025, we were extremely proud to
celebrate this year’s Best Friend
Award recipient.

Herr’s, a family-owned snack food
company headquartered in
Nottingham, Pennsylvania, is widely
recognized for its beloved products
and its deep commitment to
community. Since 2014, Herr’s has
partnered with Handi-Crafters in a
co-packing relationship that has
provided our program participants
with  valuable, hands-on work
experiences. Together, we have
packaged more than 2.5 million
snack items—a milestone that not
only reflects productivity, but also
represents thousands of hours of
skill-building, confidence, and pride
for the individuals we serve.

Board President Denny Howell
praised the partnership: “Herr’s is a
valued customer and trusted partner.
For over a decade, Ed Herr and his
team have placed their confidence in
our program, and we are grateful to
be considered a partner of such an
incredible company”

In his remarks at the award
presentation, Ed Herr, Chairman
and CEO of Herr’s, reflected on what
it means to be recognized:

Denny Howell, Greg Bentley, April Ennis-Pierson and Ed Herr
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“We believe in Handi-Crafters’
mission and are Honored to support
individuals who are developing skills
and working towards their goals. At
Herr’s, we are proud to be known as a
good neighbor, and we believe that
one of the best things you can do in life
is to do something good for others.”

The Best Friend Award was
formally presented to Herr’s May 1,
2025, at Handi-Crafters’ Annual
Spring Benefit Evening, presented by
Bentley Systems. The celebration also
Honored Habitat for Humanity
ReStores with the Community
Partner Award, highlighting the
many ways local organizations help
expand  opportunities for our
program participants.

This recognition of Herr’s reflects
more than a decade of shared vision
and impact. Their partnership has
strengthened our mission, elevated
the work of our participants, and
shown what is possible when
business and community come
together in service of others.

Best Friend Award

Honorees:
2015 Jennifer and Robert McNeil

2016 Robert Spatola and Family
2017 Bentley Systems
2018 CTDI
2019 Hankin Group

2024 Aaron Muderick, Crazy
Aaron’s Thinking Putty

2025 Herr Foods, Inc
























