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Letter from the Grand 
Chancellor

Dear Friends of the Angelicum,

It has been an unprecedented, unexpected and unforgettable year. We faced unforeseen challenges, but 

we responded with creativity, courage and conviction that even in the time of pandemic we can continue our 

mission of forming virtuous leaders for the Church. We have grown stronger, learned a great deal, and have 

rediscovered the fundamental things that truly matter. Let me recall what we know deep within our hearts. 

If we want to spread the Gospel, we must be with the people, we must be near, we must be close to them! 

A virtual encounter cannot replace a personal encounter. We must cross cultural, linguistic, even ideological 

boundaries to spread the Word of God. The pandemic has clearly shown us that for something (whether good 

or bad) to circulate, personal closeness and encounter is necessary. After this pandemic is over, let us not 

forget the lesson: if we want the Gospel to circulate in our secularized world, the same personal closeness 

and encounter is necessary. In this ongoing pandemic, we continue to pray for the sick and those who care for 

them. Let us not forget that even in our solitude, God is close to us, and we are never alone for we all belong 

to the Body of Christ.

This is also a year of grace for the Dominican family as we celebrate the 800th Jubilee of the heavenly birthday 

of St. Dominic (6 August 2021). The year-long celebration started on the Solemnity of the Epiphany (6 January 

2021) and will conclude on the same solemnity (6 January 2022). This means that the beginning and conclusion 

of our celebration is an act of thanksgiving to God for the grace of his Epiphany, his revelation as Lumen 
gentium, “Light to all the nations”. Dominic received the charism to preach the Gospel to all the nations, with 

the light of Christ to illumine his path. Thus, we lovingly call Dominic as lumen ecclesiae, “light of the Church”, 

because his entire life was oriented towards Christ, Lumen gentium.

To spread the light of Christ, who is Truth, is the mission of the Angelicum. In the words of its patron, St. 

Thomas, “it is better to illuminate rather than merely shine.” The University fulfills this mission by highlighting 

the learned contributions of saintly Dominicans such as Thomas Aquinas, Catherine of Siena, Raymond of 

Peñafort and many others.

I wish to express my profound gratitude to all those who generously support the University and participate in 

fulfilling its mission. I am grateful to all who are co-responsible for the good of the University, and in a special 

ZD\�WR�WKH�5HFWRU��)U��0LFKDO�3DĄXFK��ZKRVH�GHGLFDWHG�VHUYLFH�DQG�OHDGHUVKLS�LQ�WKH�ODVW�IRXU�\HDUV�EURXJKW�WKH�

Angelicum on the path to renewal and revitalization.

May God, our life and light, “make His face shine upon us, and be gracious to us all!”

Fr. Gerard Francisco Timoner III, O.P.
Master of the Order
Grand Chancellor
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An 800th Jubilee of the 
death of St. Dominic?

Why, in a time when many people are still afraid of death, for justifiable reasons, our university is focusing on 

St. Dominic’s death? Truth be told, Dominicans have always had a great reverence for the dead, helping us to 

keep our eyes fixed on the life to come. Everything is passing away.  Before pranzo each day, our friars pray 

the De Profundis (Psalm 130) for all deceased Dominicans who have lived and taught here.

Why? ...because the death of St. Dominic is just the beginning.  We know that death brings life.  

St. Dominic's earthly death is also his heavenly birthday. We stand on the shoulders of giants, like Dominic, 

who has gone before us to serve the Church in our rich tradition.  Have we not been the beneficiaries of so 

much?  The heavenly gaze of the Virgin l’Avvocata icon, (p. 8) shows our university’s supernatural solidarity 

and spiritual heritage with the first foundation (before the friars) of Dominic’s new Order of Preachers with 

the Cloistered Dominican Nuns.  He knew the power and need of prayer for his mission. 

The Angelicum “grace” of the Dominican Nuns’ contemplative prayer and our university’s 18 year tradition of 

Eucharistic Adoration has borne fruit in solid spiritual and academic formation of seminarians, religious, laity, 

priests, bishops and cardinals worldwide - even to Columbus, Ohio (p. 10).  Thomas Aquinas’ words come to 

mind: “to contemplate and pass onto others the fruits of that contemplation.”

In this issue, in the midst of great challenges, we recall God’s blessings on our humble university and we 

hope you will be encouraged in these difficult times.  We recognize the sacrifices that you have made to 

help us, and we are very grateful to all of you.  We ask your help now in a more consistent way (monthly 
donation), so this mission may continue!

Around us we see new life and is it not really a new beginning?  May the 800th Jubilee grace of the Dominican 

Order strengthen all of us!

P.S. Let me know if you would like to learn more about our new Mass cards, now with specialized versions 

for the souls of the faithful departed and for general intentions.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Benedict Croell, O.P.

mobile: +1.202.642.3597 (US mobile) I development@pust.it 
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It was a gift to have you here at the Angelicum this 
semester. Tell us about what you do.

Well, I work on the border of where the two disciplines 
of Philosophy and Theology meet.  This semester I 
taught two courses at the Licentiate level: “God and 
Evil”, on the problem of evil and Theodicy  and “Eros 
and Agape” on the nature of Christian love.

Share with us about your work on the question of 
evolution, suffering and divine love.

I’m currently working on a project about the problem 
of evil and evolution, funded by the John Templeton 
Foundation.  The project studies the sacrificial aspects 
inherent in human love with an eye to explaining 
why God permits natural evil. Natural evil – such as 
suffering and death – is a precondition of the greatest 
form of sacrifice, in accordance with Jesus’ words: 
“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends” (Jn 15:13).  An evolutionary world 
governed by natural selection is a world in which the 
human being’s natural potential for sacrifice can be 
realized and become an expression of the greatest love.  

How have you found teaching different here than in 
Sweden?

In Sweden, I teach secular students, but there are 
some ministerial candidates for the Lutheran and 
the Free Churches.  I have had the chance to speak to 
priests in Sweden, but the Angelicum is the first place 
where I have been teaching primarily Catholics.  

The Aquinas Chair is a rolling chair of the Thomistic Institute  for visiting scholars in contemporary Philosophy 
and Theology to teach at the university for a semester.  Mats Wahlberg was the Aquinas Chair for the Spring 2021 
semester.  He is currently professor of Systematic Theology at Umeå University in the north of Sweden. 

Meet Mats Wahlberg, Ph. D.
Visiting Theologian from Sweden for the   
Angelicum’s Thomistic Institute

How was that experience for you?

It was great.  For me of course, it is a very beautiful 
thing to be able to teach priests and future priests.  
The Catholic Church in Sweden has about 120,000 
registered members.  The whole country is one diocese.  
We just received our first Cardinal.  

What do you think we can take away from the idea of 
Roman pontifical universities? Why do they matter for 
Theology? Or do they?

I’m very impressed by the academic and spiritual 
environment here at the Angelicum, and it is a privilege 
to be part of it. From my perspective as a “diaspora-
Catholic”, it is clear that Roman pontifical universities 
are indispensable for the academic formation of 
priests and religious sisters at the heart of the Church, 
and for stimulating theological research in the great 
Catholic traditions. Today, the Thomistic tradition 
with its intellectual rigor is especially important for 
the life and health of the Church, and the Angelicum’s 
Thomistic Institute does an amazing job in spreading 
this intellectual heritage all over Europe.

V I S I T I N G  P R O F E S S O R
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What has it meant for you to serve as the Rector of the Angelicum?
It was truly an honour and a great task for me. A great honour because 
the Angelicum is one of the most important institutions of intellectual 
life for the Dominican Order; a great task because we have been facing 
many challenges. The pandemic was not the least of them.

What is the greatest strength or gift of the University, and why would 
you encourage students to come to study here?
The Angelicum belongs to a carefully selected group of institutions in 
Rome and in the world that can proudly define themselves as pontifical 
universities. It teaches many hundreds of students, a group composed 
of about 100 nationalities. The roots of our university go back to the 
XIII century, when the Dominicans started their studium generale and 
Thomas Aquinas was one of the teachers. In the illustrious history of 
our institution, we have had a large number of professors without whom 
a significant history of Thomism and of theology could not have been 
written. And all that has taken place in the heart of Rome. Do you need 
any more to be encouraged?

Can you share a memory of your time at the University that particularly 
stands out to you?
Well, the opening ceremony of the Saint John Paul II Institute of Culture 
on the 100th anniversary of the birth of Karol Wojtyła stands out on a long 
list. It was a very symbolic event for me. In the middle of the pandemic, we 
could give a sign of vitality and hope to the whole academic community 
in Rome and in the world. And we could do it by raising the flag with the 
name of the most illustrious alumnus of our University. We were reminded 
by Pope Francis in his special letter sent to us that “The tradition of the 
Dominican Order, with the important role given to rational reflection 
on faith and its content, articulated in a magisterial way by the Angelic 
Doctor, will certainly favour this project, so that it will be characterized 
by the courage of the truth, freedom of spirit and intellectual honesty”. 
But I have to add that there were so many important events I was part 
of – with the Communitas interfaculty conference on the top of this list – 
and I could go on and on…

Do you have any words of advice for the university community?
My general message, for students in particular, would be to try to use the 
time you have in Rome in the best possible way in order to learn the most 
you can. This doesn’t mean only reading books and writing papers but 
also to understand different experiences, different people, and different 
local churches that manifest themselves in Rome. You should not only do 
it for yourself: you should do it to be helpful to the people you will serve 
in the future.

After 4 years of service, 
Fr. Michal Paluch OP has 
completed his term. We sat 
down with him for a recap of 
his time at the Angelicum.

A Word of 
Farewell from 
the Rector 
Magnificus
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There are about 4,700 miles between the Angelicum in Rome and the city of 
Columbus, Ohio, but something special makes the two cities now a lot more 
connected.

Ten minutes from downtown Columbus lies St. Catharine Catholic Church. St. 
Catharine’s boasts a newly-constructed Perpetual Adoration chapel, where, on 
the facade of the chapel, is an image of Our Lady of the Rosary, watching the 
faithful as they enter to adore her Son.

On the opposite side of the Atlantic that same, and original, image of Our 
Lady of the Rosary also watches over the faithful at the Angelicum. The image 
is a part of a cycle of frescoes that depict scenes from salvation history. It is 
located in the choir chapel of the Angelicum, where Our Lady looks upon the 
IULDUV�SUD\LQJ�WKH�'LYLQH�2ɝFH�DQG�FHOHEUDWLQJ�0DVV��WKXV�XQLWLQJ�5RPH�DQG�
Ohio under her loving gaze.

Under the Gaze of Our 
Lady of the Rosary
CONNECTING THE 
ANGELICUM AND OHIO
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But exactly how did the 
16th-century image of 
2XU�/DG\�ȴQG�LWV�ZD\�IURP�
Rome to Columbus?  Fr. 

Dan Dury, pastor at St. Catharine’s, 
shared how, and it’s all thanks to 
Google.  In constructing the new 
chapel, which is modeled after 
the Portiuncula in Assisi, Fr. Dury 
said he knew he wanted to put an 
image on the front of the chapel, 
and really wanted one of St. 
Catherine of Siena. The designer 
of the chapel did a Google image 
search, and the image of Our Lady 
of the Rosary came up in an article 
that a Dominican friar wrote.
“There was St. Catherine, our 

Blessed Mother, our Lord, and it 
MXVW� ȴW� SHUIHFWO\� ���� LQ� WKDW� VSDFH�
that was allotted for the mural, 
and it was as if God really deigned 
that to happen,” Fr. Dury said.
Having found the perfect 

depiction, Fr. Dury then talked 
about the next challenge: getting a 
higher resolution image to use; “so 
we said, ‘well, we’ll send someone 
to Rome to capture it!’”  
The parish contacted the 

Angelicum and then sent a 
professional photographer over in 

the spring of 2019 to take photos of 
the fresco. The images were then 
SULQWHG�R΍�RQ�FDQYDV�LQ�SLHFHV�DQG�
applied to the front of the chapel.  
“It’s just astonishing, beautiful,” Fr. 
Dury remarked.
St. Catharine’s parish was founded 

in 1931, and began the project 
of building the Adoration chapel 
three years ago. It took about a 
year to complete, and was blessed 
on July 25, 2020. Welcomed by the 
image of Our Lady of the Rosary, 
the chapel receives around 70 
people a day, all coming to adore 
Jesus in the Eucharist. 
Fr. Dury commented on the 

importance of the Adoration 
chapel, “As Mother Teresa said; 
it’s like radiation therapy, where 
our Lord’s love radiates into our 
hearts, and I see it happening.”  
Father also shared about the 

challenge he gave to parishioners 
to commit to a weekly hour of 
Adoration, promising that if their 
life did not change, they could 
have his car.  
“I received an anonymous letter 

from a parishioner who wrote, 
‘Father, I really wanted your car, 
and I said yeah right, my life won’t 
really change, but I’m going to 

give it a shot. Thank you so much, 
because my life is changing in the 
midst of this pandemic; I really 
needed this space to pray.’ We get 
a lot of messages like that now.”
This bond of Adoration connects 

St. Catharine’s even closer with 
the Angelicum, which is the only 
3RQWLȴFDO� 8QLYHUVLW\� WKDW� KDV� KDG�
Eucharistic Adoration each day 
of class, an opportunity that has 
continued for 18 years. There, 
in the Adoration chapel, faith 
and understanding, devotion, 
study, and love come together 
in a formation that reaches far 
beyond the classroom. Eucharistic 
Adoration began in the choir 
chapel at the Angelicum 18 years 
ago, where the image of Our 
Lady is currently located, but was 
moved to an adjacent chapel, 
and more recently was moved to 
the main sanctuary of the church 
to accommodate for COVID-19 
measures, yet always remains near 
this beloved image of Our Lady. The 
image of Our Lady of the Rosary 
proves that from Rome to Ohio, 
and beyond, the maternal love of 
the Blessed Mother and the Real 
Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist 
unites the universal Church, across 
the farthest reaches of the earth - 
farther, even than 4,700 miles.

9ANGELICUM
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The year 2021 marks an important 
celebration for the Dominican family.   It 
is the 800th anniversary of the heavenly 
birthday of St. Dominic who died 
August 4.  Additionally we celebrate 

the founding of several monasteries of cloistered 
'RPLQLFDQ�1XQV��LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�RI�WKH�ȴUVW�LQ�5RPH���
Of course, as a part of this grand Dominican family, 
WKH�MXELOHH�LV�VLJQLȴFDQW�IRU�WKH�3RQWLȴFDO�8QLYHUVLW\�
of St. Thomas Aquinas as well. We honor especially 
an important connection with the Nuns of the 
Dominican Order, and the beloved icon of Our Lady, 
la Madonna di San Luca.

At the start of the thirteenth century, St. Dominic 
traveled to Rome to receive Papal approval of 
his new community, the Order of Preachers (aka 
Ȋ'RPLQLFDQVȋ����ΖQ�������3RSH�+RQRULXV�ΖΖΖ�RɝFLDOO\�
FRQȴUPHG� WKH� QHZ� RUGHU�� FDOOLQJ� WKH� 'RPLQLFDQV�
“the friars preachers” and “his special sons.”

San Sisto holds a special place in the heart of 
every Dominican, for it was in this monastery 
that angels appeared in 1218 and fed the friars 
after they had given away to beggars, what they 
themselves had received, after a day of preaching.  
After praying grace in the monastery’s refectory 
(dining room), Angels miraculously appeared and 
delivered portions of bread and wine to each of the 
friars. The event serves as a reminder of the special 
providence and love that God has for all those who 
follow Him.

Once the Dominican Order had been established, 
the Pope asked St. Dominic to form a community 

of women religious in Rome, bringing together 
nuns from existing monasteries.  St. Dominic 
befriended the community at Santa Maria in 
Tempulo, and convinced them to join his new 
Roman monastery at Santo Sisto Vecchio, founded 
in 1221.  The nuns were the guardians of an 
ancient icon known as the Madonna di San Luca 
(also known as “la Avvocata”, and by the Russian 
Orthodox as the “Lyddan Madonna”). This image 
has undergone radio-carbon testing that dates 
LW� WR� WKH� ȴUVW� FHQWXU\� VLQFH� LW� XVHV� WKH� HQFDXVWLF�
method, a technique used only in Egypt until 394. 
The image style, with its rounded face and large 
eyes, is distinctly Syrian.  All of this supports the 
historical validity of the Sisters’ claim that the icon 
was painted by St. Luke himself.  For this reason, it 
is also known as the Madonna of St. Luke.  

The icon is revered for its miraculous history.  In 
the early 900’s, Pope Sergius III decided that the 
icon would be best venerated by the people of 
Rome if it was moved to St. John Lateran, Rome’s 
cathedral.  The day after the icon was moved, to 
both the Pope and the Sisters’ surprise, the icon 
was found again with the nuns of Santa Maria in 
Tempulo, making it clear that she wished to be with 
the community of nuns.  In light of this history, the 
nuns gave St. Dominic an ultimatum.  They would 
only join his new community if their icon remained 
with them.  On February 28, 1221, St. Dominic 
himself carried the holy icon in procession to San 
Sisto Vecchio, and then received the profession 
RI� YRZV� RI� WKH� ȴUVW� 'RPLQLFDQ� QXQV� RI� WKH� QHZ�
Roman monastery.

An 800 Year 
Anniversary and 
the “Angelicum Nuns”
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The icon and Sisters remained at San Sisto 
until the sixteenth century.  At that time the 
buildings were deemed beyond repair and the 
neighborhood stricken with malaria.  The nuns 
moved nearer to the city center, to the newly 
constructed monastery of Santi Domenico e Sisto.  
The Virgin Advocata moved with them, and was 
displayed in an elaborate reredos of the new 
church, now the chapel of the university, adjacent 
to the choir chapel of the nuns (now of the friars).  
For over three hundred years, the icon and sisters 
blessed the grounds of Largo Angelicum with their 
Dominican presence and prayers.

In 1871, with the fall of the Papal States and 
WKH�FRQȴVFDWLRQ�RI�&KXUFK�SURSHUW\�E\�WKH�ΖWDOLDQ�
VWDWH�� WKH� 'RPLQLFDQ� QXQV� ZHUH� FRQȴQHG� WR� D�
small portion of the monastery. The rest became 
the seat of the Fondo per il Culto, the government 
DJHQF\�WKDW�DGPLQLVWHUHG�WKH�SURSHUW\�FRQȴVFDWHG�
from the Church.  Later, in 1928, the Order of 
Preachers bought the property from the State, and 
the nuns were transferred to their current home 
on Monte Mario. In 1932, the friars transferred the 
WKHQ�QDPHG�3RQWLȴFDO�&ROOHJH�$QJHOLFXP�IURP�LWV�
prior site to its present home built for the nuns 
by St. Pius V in 1575. The reacquired property had 
now become the international theological college 
for the Dominican Order, under the patronage 
of the Angelic Doctor, St. Thomas Aquinas, and 
ZRXOG�ODWHU�EH�HOHYDWHG�WR�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�D�SRQWLȴFDO�
university, becoming the Angelicum we know and 
love today.

In this 800th jubilee, we recognize the prayers and 
faithful witness of the Dominican nuns who lived and 
prayed in what is today our university and convent. 
6W��'RPLQLF�IRXQGHG�WKH�FORLVWHUHG�QXQV�ȴUVW��EHIRUH�
the friars, as he understood well the power of their 
prayers for the mission of evangelization. Today, 
the spirit of the Dominican tradition is evident 
in the faces of the many Dominican sisters from 
around the world who study, teach, and serve at the 
Angelicum. In addition, the University actively works 
with religious superiors from across the globe to 
form new educational opportunities for the sisters. 

7RGD\��DV�D�3RQWLȴFDO�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�WKH�'RPLQLFDQ�
Order, the Angelicum remains at the service of the 
Dominican family, sharing in the Order’s mission 
worldwide. We continue to count on the prayers 
of our Dominican nuns and we honor the mission 
of unceasing prayer, which is at the heart of the 
Dominican Order as we rejoice together with the 
entire Dominican family in this special jubilee. St. 
Dominic, pray for us!

6W�� 'RPLQLF� EOHVVLQJ� VRPH� RI� WKH� ȴUVW� QXQV� LQ� %RORJQD�� ΔWDO\�����������
Credit: Fr. Lawrence Lew, O.P.

ΔFRQ�RI�WKH�0DGRQQD�GL�6DQ�/XFD
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Angelicum alumnus Chris-
topher Owens, Chief of 
^ƚĂī� Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ� �ŽŵŝŶŝĐĂŶ�
School of Philosophy 
ĂŶĚ� dŚĞŽůŽŐǇ� ;�^WdͿ� ŝŶ�
�ĞƌŬĞůĞǇ͕� ��� ;h^�Ϳ͕� ŝƐ� Ă�

theologian, husband, and father of 5 
whose mission to help form Catholic laity 
ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��������Žŵŝ-
ŶŝĐĂŶ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ͘

Owens, a Catholic convert from North 
�ĂƌŽůŝŶĂ�;h^�Ϳ͕�ƌĞĂůŝǌĞĚ�ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ�ǁŚŝůĞ�
spending a year on mission in Scotland in 
ϮϬϬϲ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ ŝĨ�/�ǁĂƐ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂŶ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�
ĞǀĂŶŐĞůŝǌĞƌ� ĂŶĚ� ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĂƌǇ͕� /� ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘͟ ���ŌĞƌ�ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�Ă�DĂƐƚĞƌ�
ŽĨ� ^ĂĐƌĞĚ� dŚĞŽůŽŐǇ� Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ� /ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�
dŚĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�ŝŶ��ƵƐƚƌŝĂ͕�ŚĞ�ŵŽǀĞĚ�
with his family in 2015 to Rome to study 
Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŶŐĞůŝĐƵŵ͘

͞/�ǁĂŶƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ŵǇ�ĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ� ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ� dŚŽŵŝƐƟĐ� ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞƌĞ� ĂƌĞ�
not too many places in the world where 
ǇŽƵ� ĐĂŶ� ĚŽ� ƚŚĂƚ͘͘͘ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ� ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ�
ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶ͕�ĞŶŐĂŐŝŶŐ�
ŝŶ�ĐŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�ĚŝƐĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕͟ �ƐĂŝĚ�KǁĞŶƐ͘��
�ƚ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶǀŝƚĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� Ă� �ŽŵŝŶŝĂŶ� ƉƌŝĞƐƚ�
ƚŽ� ͞ĐŽŵĞ� ĂŶĚ� ƐĞĞ͟� ƚŚĞ� �ŶŐĞůŝĐƵŵ͕�
KǁĞŶƐ� ĨĞůƚ� Ăƚ� ŚŽŵĞ� ŝŶƐƚĂŶƚůǇ͘� � ͞/� ůŽǀĞĚ�
the university cloister, the joy of the 
students, the intermingling of religious 
ĂŶĚ�ůĂǇ͘͘͘ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ǀĞƌǇ�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂďůĞ͘͟ �

Owens’ experience at the Angelicum 
ǁĂƐ� ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ� ŚĞ� ŚĂĚ� ŚŽƉĞĚ� ĨŽƌ͘ ��
WĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ� ŵĞŵŽƌĂďůĞ� ǁĞƌĞ� ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�
ǁŝƚŚ� &ƌƐ͘� ,Žůƚǌ͕� �ŽŶŝŶŽ͕� �ůĂŶŬĞŶŚŽƌŶ͕�
ĂŶĚ�^ĞŶŶĞƌ� ;нͿ� ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞƐ� ŝŶ�ŵĞĚŝĞǀĂů�
ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŐĂǀĞ�Śŝŵ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�sĂƟĐĂŶ�
�ƌĐŚŝǀĞ�ŵĂŶƵƐĐƌŝƉƚƐ͘� ��ŶŐĞůŝĐƵŵ�ĨĂĐƵůƚǇ�

An Adventure of Faith: 
Christopher Owens, STL (cand.)

supported his professional development; 
ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ��ĞĂŶ�
ŽĨ� dŚĞŽůŽŐǇ͕� ^ƌ͘ � �ĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĞ� :ŽƐĞƉŚ͕� K͘W͘ ͕�
KǁĞŶƐ� ƚĂƵŐŚƚ� Ăƚ� ^ƚ͘� :ŽŚŶ͛Ɛ� hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͛Ɛ�
ZŽŵĞ�ĐĂŵƉƵƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϮϬϭϱͲϮϬϭϴ͘��

�ŌĞƌ� ĐŽŵƉůĞƟŶŐ� ŚŝƐ� ƟŵĞ� ŽĨ� ƐƚƵĚǇ� Ăƚ�
the Angelicum, Owens returned to the 
h͘^͘� ŝŶ� ϮϬϭϴ� ƚŽ� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ� ŚŝƐ�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ� ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ� ůĂŝƚǇ͘� � ,Ğ� ƐĞƌǀĞĚ� ĂƐ� �ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�
KĸĐĞ� ŽĨ� &ĂŵŝůǇ� ĂŶĚ� &ĂŝƚŚ� &ŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ� ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ� �ŝŽĐĞƐĞ� ŽĨ� ^ĂĐƌĂŵĞŶƚŽ͕� �ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ͕�
ǁŚĞƌĞ� ŚĞ� ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ� &ƌ͘ �DŝĐŚĂĞů�
^ǁĞĞŶĞǇ͕� K͘W͘ � ƚŽ� ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ� Ă� ĚŝŽĐĞƐĂŶ�
program on the lay mission in the 
�ŚƵƌĐŚ͘�dŚĞǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�Ă�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĂů�
ĨŽƌ�Ă�ŚǇďƌŝĚ�D͘�͘�ŝŶ�dŚĞŽůŽŐǇ�ĨŽƌ��ĐĐůĞƐŝĂů�
DŝƐƐŝŽŶ�;D�dŚ�DͿ͕�Ă�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ĨŽƌ�ůĂŝƚǇ�Ăƚ�
�^Wd͕ �ƚŚĞ�tĞƐƚĞƌŶ��ŽŵŝŶŝĐĂŶ�WƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ͛Ɛ�
center of studies, where Owens is now 
�ŚŝĞĨ�ŽĨ�^ƚĂī͘��

A L U M N I  S P O T L I G H T

KǁĞŶƐ�ƐĂŝĚ�ŵŽǀŝŶŐ�ƚŽ��^Wd�ǁĂƐ�͞ Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�
ĂĸƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐĂŵĞ�ŚŽŵĞĐŽŵŝŶŐ͘͘͘/�
ŚĂĚ� ĨŽƵŶĚ�Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ��ŶŐĞůŝĐƵŵ͘�,ĞƌĞ͕� /�Ăŵ�
working alongside the friars in preaching 
ƚŚĞ�'ŽƐƉĞů�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂůǀĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƐŽƵůƐ͘��dŚĞ�
Angelicum prepared me well for working 
ǁŝƚŚ�ĐůĞƌŐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ůĂŝƚǇ�ĂůŝŬĞ͘͟ ��

Owens encourages students to consider 
ƚŚĞ� ǀĂůƵĞ� ŽĨ� ĂŶ� �ŶŐĞůŝĐƵŵ� ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͗��
͞�ŽŵĞ� ƚŽ�ZŽŵĞ� ƚŽ�ĮŶĚ�Ă�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ͕� ƚŽ�ďĞ�
ŝŵŵĞƌƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ͕�ĂƐ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞĚ�
by Thomas Aquinas and lived by the sons 
ĂŶĚ�ĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐ� ŽĨ��ŽŵŝŶŝĐ͘� � �ŶĚ�ďĞ� ƐĞŶƚ�
out for an adventure of faith, because you 
ŶĞǀĞƌ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ�ǁŝůů�ůĞĂĚ�ǇŽƵ͘͟ ��

DŽƌĞ� ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ� ĂďŽƵƚ� ƚŚĞ� ǁŽƌŬ� ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ��ŽŵŝŶŝĐĂŶ�^ĐŚŽŽů�ŽĨ�WŚŝůŽƐŽƉŚǇ�ĂŶĚ�
dŚĞŽůŽŐǇ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� tĞƐƚĞƌŶ� h^�� ĐĂŶ� ďĞ�
ĨŽƵŶĚ�Ăƚ�ǁǁǁ͘ĚƐƉƚ͘ĞĚƵ͘

&KULVWRSKHU�ZLWK�KLV�IDPLO\�DW�WKH�%DSWLVP�RI�WKHLU�VRQ�WKLV�VSULQJ�
&UHGLW��6HDQ�%U\DQ
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/XLJL�PHHWV�3RSH�-RKQ�3DXO�ΔΔ�LQ������
&UHGLW��$QJHOLFXP�������$OO�ULJKWV�UHVHUYHG�k

“dŚŝƌƚǇͲƐĞǀĞŶ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƵƌ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�/�ĮƌƐƚ�
ĂƌƌŝǀĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŶŐĞůŝĐƵŵ͘��/�ŚĂĚ�ũƵƐƚ�ƚƵƌŶĞĚ�Ϯϳ�ǁŚĞŶ�/�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�
ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�'ĞŶĞƌĂů�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌŝĂƚ͘�dŽ�ŐŝǀĞ�ǇŽƵ�ĂŶ�ŝĚĞĂ�ŽĨ�ŚŽǁ�
ůŽŶŐ�ĂŐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ͕�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƐƚĂƌƟŶŐ�ǁŽƌŬ͕�/�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�
ďƵǇŝŶŐ� ĂŶ� ĞůĞĐƚƌŽŶŝĐ� ƚǇƉĞǁƌŝƚĞƌ͕ � Ă� ƌĞĂů� ůƵǆƵƌǇ� Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ� ƟŵĞ͘� � /�
ŚĂĚ� ŶĞǀĞƌ� ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĚ� ĂŶ� ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ� ůŝŬĞ� ƚŚĞ� �ŶŐĞůŝĐƵŵ͘�
�ǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ�ǁĂƐ�ŶĞǁ�ƚŽ�ŵĞ͘��:ƵƐƚ�ƚŚŝŶŬ͕�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ�
ƚŽ� ĞǀĞŶ� ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƚĂƚƵƐ� ŽĨ� Ă� ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͘� WƌŝĞƐƚ͕� ƐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ �
seminarian, religious or lay person - these were all new terms 
ĨŽƌ�ŵĞ͘���ǀĞŶƚƵĂůůǇ�/�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞ�Ă�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ŵŽŵĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚ�ŽƵƌ�ŽĸĐĞ͘��KŚ�ŚŽǁ�/�ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞĚ�ǁŚĞŶ�Ă�
former student would stop by the Angelicum to say hello on a 
ƚƌŝƉ�ƚŽ�ZŽŵĞ�Ͳ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƟŵĞƐ�Ă�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ůĂƚĞƌ͘

KŶĞ� ŵĞŵŽƌǇ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƐƚĂŶĚƐ� ŽƵƚ� ǁĂƐ� ŵĞĞƟŶŐ� DŽƚŚĞƌ� ;^ĂŝŶƚͿ�
dĞƌĞƐĂ�ŽĨ��ĂůĐƵƩĂ͘��/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞůǇ�ƵŶĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƐŚĞ�
and two of her sisters just showed up at the Angelicum without 
ƚŚĞ� ƐůŝŐŚƚĞƐƚ� ŶŽƟĐĞ͕� ƚŽ� ĂƐŬ� ĂďŽƵƚ� ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͘� � dŚĞ��ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŽƌ�
ĂƐŬĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵǇ�ŚĞůƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚƌĂŶƐůĂƟŽŶ͕�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ŚĞ�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ŬŶŽǁ��ŶŐůŝƐŚ͘��
That is a moment that I will remember all my life; she was small 
ŽĨ�ƐƚĂƚƵƌĞ͕�ďƵƚ��ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůǇ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ͘���ŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ŵĞŵŽƌǇ�
ǁĂƐ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϵϰ͕�ǁŚĞŶ�^ƚ͘�:ŽŚŶ�WĂƵů�//�ŚŽŶŽƌĞĚ�ƵƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚŝƐ��ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�

ǀŝƐŝƚ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐ�ZŽŵĂŶ�ĂůŵĂ�DĂƚĞƌ͘ ��/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ũŽǇ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ�ŚĂĚ�
ďĞĞŶ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ͘�/�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�ǁĞůů�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĂǇ�Ͳ�Ă�
ĨƌĞŶǌǇ�ŽĨ�ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͘���ŌĞƌĂůů͕�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ĚĂǇ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�,ŽůǇ�&ĂƚŚĞƌ͊��/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŽďƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ƉƌŽƚŽĐŽůƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�,ŽůǇ�&ĂƚŚĞƌ�
stopped to talk, and even joke with whomever he encountered 
Ͳ�ŚĞ�ƚƌƵůǇ�ĨĞůƚ�Ăƚ�ŚŽŵĞ͘�,Ğ�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌĞĚ�Ă�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƌŝĂƌƐ͘�
No one wanted to miss the stories he shared from his days at 
ƚŚĞ��ŶŐĞůŝĐƵŵ͘� � dŽǁĂƌĚƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĞŶĚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĞǀĞŶƚ͕� ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ� ƚŽ�
ĐƵƐƚŽŵ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ͕�ƐƚĂī͕�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĨƌŝĂƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ĮŶĂůůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŶͲƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ƐƚĂī�ǁĞƌĞ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ŐƌĞĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�,ŽůǇ�&ĂƚŚĞƌ�
ĂŶĚ� ƉŽƐĞ� ĨŽƌ� ĐƵƐƚŽŵĂƌǇ� ƉŚŽƚŽƐ͘�tŚĞŶ� ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŵǇ� ƚƵƌŶ͕� ƐŽŵĞ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂƉƉůĂƵĚĞĚ�ƐŽ�ůŽƵĚůǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�:ŽŚŶ�WĂƵů�//�ůŽŽŬĞĚ�ŝŶ�
ĂŵĂǌĞŵĞŶƚ�Ăƚ�&ƌ͘ �<ĂĐǌǇŷƐŬŝ͕�ƚŚĞ�ZĞĐƚŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ĐŽŵƉĂƚƌŝŽƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�
&ƌ͘ ��ƐƉŽƐŝƚŽ͕�ƚŚĞ�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ�'ĞŶĞƌĂů�Ͳ�ďŽƚŚ�ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƚŽ�Śŝŵ͘��
/�ƐƉŽŶƚĂŶĞŽƵƐůǇ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͞zŽƵƌ�,ŽůŝŶĞƐƐ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŽŽ�ŬŝŶĚ͘͟ ��>ŝǀŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƚƌƵůǇ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ƉƌŝǀŝůĞŐĞ͘�DǇ�ŽŶĞ�ǁŝƐŚ�ĂŶĚ�
ƉƌĂǇĞƌ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ� �ŶŐĞůŝĐƵŵ� &ĂŵŝůǇ͕ � ŝƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ǇŽƵ� Ăůů�ǁŝůů� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�
ƚŽ�ƉƵƌƐƵĞ� ƚŚĞ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ Ɛ͛� ŐŽĂů͗� ƚŚĞ�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ� ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ŐŽŽĚ͘͟

dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ͕�>ƵŝŐŝ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ��ŶŐĞůŝĐƵŵ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ͊

In his own words:
Luigi Stacchi on 37 years of 
faithful service to the Angelicum

A N G E L I C U M  S P O T L I G H T
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The Rector Magnificus, Fr. Michał Paluch, O.P. completed his 4-year term and the Master of the Order is 
expected to appoint a new rector in July 2021.

To celebrate the Order’s 800th Jubilee, a student team organized Communitas 2021: Preaching and the 
Arts.  The Communitas project is an annual inter-faculty conference on a topic of importance for our day.

Annual Val McInnes Lecture: “Dominicans as defensores fidei (defenders of the Faith)” by Fr. Serge-Thomas 
Bonino, O.P. took place on May 15. The address can be accessed via the Angelicum’s YouTube channel and will 
appear in the next issue.  The Angelicum welcomes Fr. Anthony Akinwale, O.P. (Province of Nigeria) as the 
2021-22 Val McInnes chairholder.

The Angelicum is excited to launch a new study abroad program in the Spring 2022 semester in 
collaboration with the US Thomistic Institute in Washington, D.C. This one-semester program is open to 
students currently enrolled in a university-level degree program. All courses and program activities will be in 
English. (ThomisticInstitute.org/study-abroad-program)

The Angelicum’s Thomistic Institute launched the first European campus events in the French and 
Spanish languages.  A new TI student chapter in Beijing, China was also launched in April, in cooperation with 
the US Thomistic Institute and the University of Notre Dame.  (ANGELICUM.it/Thomistic-Institute) 

The Angelicum’s Institute of Ecumenical Studies established a partnership of ecumenical collaboration 
with the International Hellenic University (Salonicco, Greece), to promote joint projects that support the 
ongoing ecumenical dialogue with the Orthodox Churches. 

The St. John De Matha Chair on Religious Freedom was launched by the Mater Ecclesiae Advanced Institute 
of Religious Studies / Faculty of Theology in cooperation with the Trinitarian Order to raise awareness and 
scholarship around the issues of Religious Liberty and Persecuted Christians.

Marc Cardinal Ouellet, Prefect of the Congregation for Bishops, and alumnus (‘76) celebrated the Mass for 
our university celebration of St. Thomas Aquinas.  Fr. Giuseppe Barzaghi, O.P. of the province of San Domenico 
in Italia also presented:  Mythos - Logos - Anagogia - a Thomistic Path for a Renewal in Theology.

U N I V E R S I T Y  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Extraordinary financial aid for new students 
will be offered for the Fall 2021 semester.  Email us 
to learn more:  development@pust.it 

Internal renovations of the 4th Wing of 
the Convent will be completed by October 
2021 allowing us to respond to a waiting list of 
international Dominican friars wishing to live and 
study at the Angelicum.

Fr. Benedict Croell, O.P. will be chaplain for a 
Pilgrimage (206tours.com) to the Holy Land with 
Scott and Kimberly Hahn from March 11-20, 2022. We were able to hold classes “in presence” for the majority of the semester, 

while everyone maintained a good sense of humor and gratitude for the 
gift of community.
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HOW TO SUPPORT THE ANGELICUM

In partnership with the International Dominican Foundation (EIN: 72-1505381) based in the United States, all 
USD gifts to the Angelicum are tax-deductible under the full extent of the law. You may receive additional 
ɈƊɮ�ƦƵȁƵ˛ɈȺ�Ʀɯ�ǿƊǲǞȁǐ�Ɗ�ǐǞǏɈ�ȌǏ�ȺƵƧɐȲǞɈǞƵȺخ�(ȌȁƊɈǞȌȁȺ�ǏȲȌǿ�ƊȁɯشƊǶǶ�ɈɯȯƵȺ�ȌǏ�ƧȲƵƮǞɈ�ƧƊȲƮȺ�ƧƊȁ�ƦƵ�ȯȲȌƧƵȺȺƵƮخ

Donations made by US citizens via the Angelicum’s 501(c)3 charitable arm 
are tax deductible:

“International Dominican Foundation”
1 Galleria Blvd., Suite 710-B
Metairie, Louisiana 70001 U.S.A.

TO DONATE or MAKE A WIRE TRANSFER go online www.ANGELICUM.it/GIVE
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