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A fantastical fun-filled fairy forest frolic !

If you go down to the woods today ..... you’re in for a big suprise !                                 Photographs by Dianne Tipping-Woods

Luca Graf (left) and Kate Lownie (right)

Mark Bishop 

Maureen Lahoud

  It’s not easy to put on a 
drama produc� on under 
the current COVID restric-
� ons, but the Barefoot 
Academy did just that. The 
stage was placed under the 
cover of a huge Jakalberry 
and as the sun set, the in-
trepid band of drama and 
dancing students set about 
taking the audience away 
on a fantas� cal journey 
into the Fairytale Forest.

  Due to the pandemic, the 

academy was unable to 

present this Fairytale For-

est produc� on in 2020. The 
pressure mounted and un-

der great duress, the acade-

my managed to accomplish 

the impossible most fantas-

� cally this   year.                                                       
  What a wonderful escape 

where we could all forget 

the pressures of everyday 

life and sit back and watch 

in awe as the story unfold-

ed before our eyes. Blessed 
with an exquisite venue at 

the Blue Mountain Restau-
rant at the Blyde Wildlife 
Estate, all the boxes were 

� cked; a magnifi cent forest 
se�  ng, shade for day� me 
rehearsals, food and bever-

ages for the performers and 

audience, and best of all, 

a safe outdoor venue that 

conformed to all the CO-

VID-19 condi� ons.    
  As the Director and Pro-

ducer, Maureen Lahoud had 
a tough task on her hands 

– she had to separate each 

grade for teaching, limit 

the classes to SCS students 

only, teenagers had to meet 

at the Van Rensburg Hall 
and some dances had com-

bined grades that only met 

for the fi rst � me on stage 
at the dress rehearsal!                                                                                                                                       

  The amazing script was 
wri� en by Melindi Randall, 

a local teenager. Cleverly 
put together and com-

posed, it told the story of 

fairytale characters  unhap-

py  in their original    stories.  
  They all sought refuge in 
a shoe, with an old lady 

whose children had le�  her. 
The wolf had been falsely 

accused of being bad, Jack 

(of beanstalk fame) had  his  

Mother    ea� ng his goose, 
Goldilocks’ parents  were 

ge�  ng divorced and she 
was being pressured to 

choose sides… you get the 

idea! 

    Star� ng from Grade 1, 

right up to Matric, the 
show featured forest fair-

ies & elves, and trolls 

(Grade 3), witches, cats 

(Grade 4), wicked woods-

men and witches (Grade 

5 & 6), a Mad Ha� er’s tea 
party (Grade 7) and the 

featured Fairytale char-

acters (College students). 
The wicked woodsmen and 
witches, who were allergic 

to harmony, threatened to 

destroy the peace at the 

sanctuary. However, the 
Fairytale outcasts, who felt 

their uniqueness was some-

thing nega� ve, ..... 

BOEREMARK
Next Market on 29 MAY 2021 

@ BOSVELD CENTRE 

2.2KM out of town on R40
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“Winter is here...”

Letter’s to the editor

Contribute to Farm Watch 
Hoedspruit Farm Watch

FNB 622 869 50954

 Letters to the editor – 

May 28th 2021

EDITOR

A failing municipality !

Dear Editor,

  I’m wri� ng this le� er of 
concern and frustra� on 
with regards to the Hoed-
spruit Municipality. For 
more than four weeks now 
the municipality has been 
“opera� ng” without access 
to emails, internet connec-
� vity, or telephones. 
  The Telkom lines have been 
stolen and although there 
are wireless providers that 
can off er internet and get 
the emails working, the is-
sue has not been resolved.  
The Municipality does 
very li� le for the people of 
Hoedspruit living on estates 
as most of these estates are 
self-managed with regards 
to roads, power, and water. 
And yet, we have been hit 
with another proposal to 
increase rates and taxes by 
14%. The no� ce le� er says 
we can object via email. But 
they don’t work!!
  Property transfers have 

come to a grinding halt. At-
torneys can only reach the 
municipal staff  by physically 
going to the municipality, a 
hard task for out-of-town 
a� orneys. But even worse, 
clearance cer� fi cates can-
not be issued on a sale, as 
the carbon-copy book that 
they are wri� en into is full! 
I repeat, no cer� fi cates can 
be issued un� l they get a 
new book which will take 
weeks. According to an at-
torney, handwri� en cer� fi -
cates are not acceptable by 
law. We used to get printed 
cer� fi cates in the past. I’m 
not sure when the Munici-
pality regressed to a book. 
  Sellers who need their 
money can’t get it, people 
who have sold their homes 
and are reloca� ng can’t 
move in or take transfer. 
Sales agents and a� orneys, 
as well as other service pro-
viders, derive income from 
property sales. The impact 
is causing huge disrup� ons 
in people’s lives. And it ap-
pears no one at the Munici-
pality cares. Personally, I do 
not feel the current service 
levels warrant or jus� fy the 
proposed increase in rates 

and taxes. 
  I urge the public to go to 
the municipality and see 
the level of ac� vity, enthusi-
asm, and service we are get-
� ng as a community. If any-
thing, I believe there should 
be a reduc� on in our rates 
and taxes unless there is a 
concerted eff ort from our 
municipality to signifi cantly 
reduce costs, increase effi  -
ciency and improve produc-
� vity before an increase is 
considered. 

A concerned citi zen

From the editor:

 Kruger2Canyon did try to 
get a response from the 
municipality, but at the � me 
of going to print had been 
unsuccessful in making con-
tact with anyone willing to 
comment on the situa� on. 

  It cannot be another 
month, can it? We are vir-
tually halfway through 
2021 and we keep asking 
ourselves “Where has the 
year gone”? What of the 
decade that was 2020? And 
what have the past months 
taught us about ourselves 
and the way that we inter-
act with each other and the 
planet?
  So many ques� ons and do 

we have any of the answers 
as yet?
  Life in a town like Hoed-
spruit con� nues almost as 
it did before, except now 
the friendly faces are hid-
den behind masks of many 
colours and designs. But 
does that detract from the 
friendliness of the locals? 
I don’t think so. The coff ee 
is ‘lekker’ and the welcome 
that I received from the   

Dirk de Vynck
 
Teen winners fi nd their 
voice, share their passion, 
and invest in educa� on

  Two Mpumalanga teens are 
crea� ng a unique iden� ty for 
themselves as poets in their 
communi� es. Both were 16 
years old when they made 
history as the youngest ever 
winners of their respec� ve 
language categories in the 
third AVBOB Poetry Compe� -
� on last year. 
  For ordinary folk, this acco-
lade and the R10 000 prize 
money is beyond imaginable 
for many.  When this excep-
� onal news arrived, Pris� ne 
Siyabonga Mtsweni’s father 
thought they were being 
pranked.
   As a Grade 10 learner at 
Mabusabesala Secondary, 
Mtsweni won the isiNdebele 

prize, and Sibahle Thwala, 
now a 5th Form (Grade 11 
equivalent) scholarship stu-
dent at Waterford Kamhlaba 
in Swaziland, won the Siswa�  
category.
  We followed their progress a 
year later, eager to hear how 
their poetry is progressing. 
Both are wri� ng about the so-
ciety they live in, taking � me 
out from busy soccer sched-
ules to refl ect on their world. 
  Sibahle Thwala is the fi � h 
of six children born to his 
single mother, Thembayena 
Sibonisiwe. He took great 
pride in helping to pay for his 
siblings’ college fees, grocer-
ies for the family, and buying 
his very own cell phone with 
his winnings. This ambi� ous 
youth has his sights set on 
studying science in the United 
States of America one day. He 
is currently pursuing an Inter-

na� onal Baccalaureate but 
s� ll fi nds � me to write poetry 
regularly.
 “I started wri� ng poetry 
before entering my teens 
and poetry is very helpful. I 
needed a way to express my 
emo� ons and ideas safely,” 
said Sibahle, who encourages 
other teens to prac� ce the 
skills that will give themselves 
a voice. “Even today, I was 
working very hard in class, so 
I took a break to write a cou-
ple of poems. I’ve met a lot of 
other poets, which helped me 
form rela� onships, to express 
myself, and to accept myself 
as I am.”
  Pris� ne’s father, July Inno-
cent Mtsweni, says his son is 
doing well since winning the 
compe� � on and s� ll writes 
with vigour. “When he told 
me he was entering the com-
pe� � on with a poem about 

residents that I interacted 
with on a recent trip was 
warm and honest. 
  But what of the way 
forward for the many                    
businesses that rely on the 
infl ux of tourists, both lo-
cal and interna� onal, to 
support them? Much like 
this newspaper that has re-
turned in print form (at the 
request of many locals), 
so tourism will return as 
soon as the interna� onal 
travel routes reopen and 
travelers are not fearful of 
stepping into a plane for a 
12-18 hour fl ight to enjoy a 

safari in South Africa. That 
is the long-term goal, but 
what of the short-term.
  It is my belief that lo-
cals will become tourists 
in their own country and 
that the vast amounts of 
money that fl owed on in-
terna� onal holidays will be 
channeled into local busi-
nesses and the surround-
ing lodges. Guesthouses in 
Hoedspruit are already see-
ing an upturn, which bodes 
well for all involved.
  There will indeed have to 
be adjustments made and 
service levels will have to 

be increased to a� ract both 
the business and the tour-
ism market back to town.
It also seems that Hoed-
spruit is leading in the 
establishment of vegan 
restaurants, an important 
selling point for the mod-
ern traveler.
  As we head into the South 
African winter, my hope is 
that we will all emerge into 
the Spring of 2021 with a 
renewed energy and pas-
sion that will carry us for-
ward.
  Un� l next � me, stay safe 
and stay healthy.

his late mother, I said ‘Good 
luck. Maybe one day you’ll 
become an author?’ Then 
came the announcement and 
I thought a joker was calling. 
Soon I saw it was something 
very big!” said Mtsweni Snr.
  Like his fellow teen poet, 
Pris� ne invested his winnings 
in educa� on. “I bought study 
guides in isiNdebele and dic-
� onaries and sta� onery with 
my publica� on fees. Nine of 
my poems were published 
in the AVBOB Poetry library, 
each earning R300. Now I 
have invested my prize, saving 
for my ter� ary educa� on,” he 
said.
  The boys read a lot of books. 
Both encourage other youth 
to try poetry. Pris� ne said, “I 
wanted to help other peo-
ple to overcome their grief 
when I wrote about losing 
my mother. Poetry helps you 
to express emo� ons. You 
can reach out to somebody 
and help them through the 

same situa� on you’ve gone 
through.” Enjoy this stanza in 
transla� on from his poem to 
honour his mother’s memory. 
It reads like a prayer:

 Thank you, Lord
Pris� ne Siyabonga Mtsweni

We thank you, O Lord, for 
lending us this fl ower,

We thank you for the � me 
we shared.

She was a blessing to us all,
We were blessed by her ar-

rival on earth.
 

  Sibahle also wrote about his 
mother, who inspires him dai-
ly with her endeavours: “She 
is always hoping that tomor-
row will be be� er than yester-
day. Even if she doesn’t have a 
plan in mind, she keeps doing 
all she can for us. My poem 
is about how the sun brings 
hope when it rises, and peo-
ple get out of bed, work hard, 
and they get another chance 
to improve.”

  Sibahle’s a�  tude, like his 
poem, is itself a ray of sun-
shine:

The sun is a new hope
Sibahle Thwala

It appears just like that,
The sun is a new hope,

When we have lost                        
our    energy

And think that nothing         
will be pleasing,

It surfaces and shows           
us the way,

Wakes us up and out of    
our beds. 

 

  See the full poems in the 
original languages with trans-
la� on as an appendix below. 
 

  For more inspiring poems 
that off er comfort during 
ti mes of loss in all 11 offi  -
cial languages, please visit 
the AVBOB Poetry website: 
www.avbobpoetry.co.za 

Local poets shine bright

Pristine Mtsweni

Sibahle Thwala

Dear David

The content was great – so 
good to see many stories 
to read. I read it from cover 
to cover. Vusi had a dream, 
and our dream came true.

Regards Joan

To the Editor

Well done on a job well 
done! It was so good to see 
the paper again!
Thank you.

Eric

Dear Editor

Can we not have some in-
terac� ve stuff  in the paper? 
Lets get us re� red folk think-
ing again. In our opinion you 
have done an amazing job 
reintroducing the local spirit 
to Hoedspruit. Well done.

T & E

Oh my goodness – what a 
lovely breath of fresh air! 
Love the fact that there 
were 4 extra pages – wow. 
I think you got the town go-
ing, hehe. I saw many people 
talking about it, and poin� ng 
into the paper and discussing 
things, it was so nice to see. I 
look forward to my next read.
Chris
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Wildshots outreach is looking for volunteers…

Cont. from Page 1...               

  “The fairytale story con-
� nued with push and shove 
and the clever intertwining 
of all the characters made 
one really consider the pos-
sible outcome of the plot”
   However, the Fairytale out-

casts, who felt their unique-

ness was something nega-

� ve, rallied, and in a team 
eff ort, created the strength 
to overcome the dark side. 
    It had a wonderful mes-
sage of love conquering 

darkness and this was 

brought to life under the 
stars by the stars of the 

evening, who all performed 
with great gusto and enthu-
siasm. Personally, I loved 
the Trolls, some of whom 

had very itchy ears!
   Maureen was clear that 

without help the produc� on 
would not have taken place, 
and amongst the many, spe-
cial thanks and gra� tude 
must go to Andre Nel for 
hos� ng this beau� ful pro-
duc� on, Mr Viegas and the 

Southern Cross School for 

the loan of stage pieces, 

chairs, and personnel for 
stage setup and break-
down. Thanks  to Tinus, the 
Blyde Wildlife Estate Man-
ager, to all the parents who 

encourage their children to 
develop their crea� vity and 
confi dence, always facing 
the onslaught of  WhatsApp 
messages and requests to 
get their children ready and 
presentable for the shows. 
  But the greatest thanks 

Mike Kendrick

  

 The WSO courses are 
now being delivered by 
two of our most talented 
graduates,expanding the 
program’s reach and im-
pact.
  But we need help with 
transport (as the tutors 

don’t yet have their driving 
licenses) - delivering the 
cameras and two tutors to 
the teaching venues.

  I’m hoping there might be 
some kind volunteers who 
can help with the transport 

to assist delivery of one pro-
gram, at a date convenient 
with you.
  “We need volunteers to as-
sist with transport”.
  This will entail just three 

days of your � me,    pick-
ing up the tutors at Acorns 

to Oaks on the Orpen Road, 
and driving them and the 
cameras to the teaching 

venue, si�  ng at the back 
of the classroom whilst 

they run the workshops, 
and then on the second af-
ternoon, driving the tutors 
to the lodge for their game 
drive (and possibly joining 

Wild Shots Outreach 
Programme leaders 
with recently qualified 
students.
Left is Warren Ngobeni  
Right is Rifumo Mathebula

the game drive if there’s 
room). You are not respon-
sible for transpor� ng stu-
dents - only the equipment. 
The third day is shorter - 
just a review, celebra� on, 
and awards event.

Mike’s contact details 
mike@wildshotsoutreach.
org .

must go to the dance & 
drama children, who made 
the show possible and 
wonderful, under diffi  cult 
circumstances.
   What a fantas� c evening. 
What fun, what joy, what 
love, and what a success! 

Well done to all.

Monae Janse van Rensburg

Tel:                    015 793 1484/5

Emergencies:  083 307 9258 

Facebook: @ElectroSurgeonHoedspruit
Instagram: @Electrosurgeonhoedspruit
Email: drainsurgeonhoedspruit@gmail.com

A fantastical fun-filled fairy forest frolic !

Emma Imrie                    

The trolls Hamzah AboobakerLasty Mabilane

Malwandla Ndlovu                    

All photographs by Dianne Tipping-
Woods
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Top Tips to improve your Wildlife Photography 

Michael Tucker

Tip 1:

Get off “Auto”

  Even the latest and 

greatest digital cameras, 

packed with cutting-edge 

technology, cannot ever 

give you the results on 

the Auto mode is com-

pared with the more 

manual modes available 

on most decent cameras. 

Learn the basic modes 

and settings, and always 

shoot on them. The im-

provement in your shots 

will be instant. Try and 

use the aperture prior-

ity or program mode as 

a starting point. At least 

then you will be able to 

"aim" using focal points 

and have control over 

your exposure. 

Tip 2:

Use continuous   
autofocus modes

  AF-C or AI Servo (man-

ufacturer dependent) 

is a setting where the 

camera will continu-

ally focus. This is par-

ticularly important in 

Wildlife Photography as 

your subject can move 

at any time. Even the 

smallest turn of a head 

can change your focal 

distance. By using this 

mode, you ensure that 

your subject stays in 

focus. Some more ad-

vanced systems also al-

low you to fine-tune this 

focusing system, allow-

ing advanced tracking 

systems and the ability 

to avoid possible obsta-

cles.

Michael Tucker

About Michael 

David Batzofi n  

 Award-winning wildlife 

photographer, Michael 

Tucker started his love aff air 
with the bush and photog-

raphy at a young age while 

taking wildlife photos on 

family holidays. He started 

crea� ng images that would 
be published in local and in-

terna� onal publica� ons. His 
second love was passing on 

his vast knowledge of wild-

life photography. 

  In 2007 he established Big-

5Photos.com, a wildlife 

photography ins� tu� on 
used to fuel his passion for 

teaching. Big5Photos.com 

specializes in photographic 

training by off ering photo 

safaris and wildlife photog-

raphy courses. “With a tu-

tor who is an experienced 

professional photographer, 

teacher, and wildlife guide, 

you’ll defi nitely be in good 
hands!”. 

  Michael prefers his talents 

to be showcased through 

the people he has taught, 

and to date boasts 16 stu-

dents who have won major 

local and interna� onal wild-
life photography compe� -
� ons. 
  Everyone that has been on 

one of his workshops will at-

test to his absolute passion 

for sharing his knowledge 

and specialist skills in taking 

be� er wildlife images. His 
knowledge of the various 

photographic brands is sec-

ond to none and a constant 

hunger to learn is what sets 

him apart. 

  Michael hosts specialized 

training workshops and sa-

faris along with various on-

line training pla� orms. 

www.big5photos.com 

“Your wildest dreams”

Bath time

Running zebra
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Travel & Things. 

  
Becks Safari Lodge in the 

Karongwe Game Reserve 
that opened 6 years ago 
was purpose-built and is, 
in a word, breathtaking in 
its simplicity of design as 
well as the decor which has 
been kept, low-key mini-
malist. 
  The reception area, like 

all the other public spac-

es, seems vast due to the 

high-volume roof and the 

lack of clutter. Despite the 

size, it is a welcoming rath-

er than intimidating space 

and new arrivals are made 

to feel at home very quick-

ly. It is here that paperwork 

is completed and the ubiq-

uitous property tour begins.

  Opposite the recep� on 
desk is a well-stocked curio 

shop, a must for those who 

collect keepsakes from their 

safari des� na� ons.
  They serve a proper lunch 

that caters to all dietary re-

quirements. Meals can be 

enjoyed both indoor and 

outdoor depending on the 
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  The HUGE lounge is divided 
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ing guests to be both public 
and have some privacy at 

the same � me.
  In the depth of winter 

when this reserve gets cold, 

the fi re would be most wel-
coming.
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Look closely and you might 

just make out the fact that 

the rooms are actually 
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complaining, it is merely 

an observation. The prob-
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  “Life is not measured by 
the number of breaths we 
take, but by the moments 
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– Anonymous
  The bathroom off ers visi-
tors the choice of a bath 

and shower as well as a van-

ity slab with double basins 

and a wall-mounted haird-

ryer. The separate toilet can 

be closed for privacy and 

the shower has a door that 

opened onto the deck, al-

lowing guests to enjoy the 

safety of being inside, while 

at the same � me having the 

experience of an outdoor 
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  The camp, once the sun 

sets, takes on a whole new 

persona. Subdued ligh� ng 
enhances areas without 

becoming intrusive and the 

fi re pit with its blazing logs 
turns what could be seen as 

bland into brilliant.

The property is wheelchair-

friendly both inside and out. 

There is a ramp at the main 

entrance and seeing that 

all the public areas are spa-

cious, guests in wheelchairs 

will fi nd those easy to navi-
gate.

Beautifully appointed main Lounge area and the spacious bedrooms                                                                                                         Photographs supplied by Travel & Things
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The link between conserva� on and rate rebates...
Nicholas Theron & Wehncke 

van der Merwe 

   By working with private 
as well as communal land-
owners the K2C NPC is 
championing a drive to de-
clare newly protected ar-
eas as a landscape conser-
va� on measure. The K2C 
NPC has been (since 2018) 
instrumental in nego� a� ng 
the implementa� on of the 
municipal rates rebate ben-
efi t program for protected 
areas within the Maruleng 
Municipality. 
   The willing, commi� ed 
and conserva� on-minded 
landowners that want to 
protect important areas 
can access benefi ts as part 
of the Biodiversity Stew-
ardship Program. This pro-
gram is a na� onal pla� orm 
that allows landowners to 
declare their land as a pro-
tected area (Nature Reserve 
or Protected Environment), 
as legislated in the Na� onal 
Environmental Manage-
ment Protected Areas Act. 
By declaring the areas as 
protected, landowners are 
making their contribu� on 

towards achieving South 
Africa’s Protected Area ex-
pansion targets as signato-
ries to the Conven� on of 
Biological Diversity. They 
are also making a signifi -
cant contribu� on towards 
the conserva� on of species, 
habitats and suppor� ng 
climate change resilience 
at a landscape level. It is 
important to note that the 
‘rates rebates’ are one of 
the mechanisms iden� fi ed 
na� onally to support land-
owners who are making 
these important and vital 
commitments.
   Compliance means devel-
oping and implemen� ng a 
comprehensive manage-
ment plan, establishing a 
legal en� ty, and formally 
assigning it as manage-
ment authority. All land-
owners that are compliant 
under the Act will be in line 
to receive associated rates 
benefi ts. These declara-
� ons can be undertaken on 
land that has a wildlife or 
tourism focus, and on ag-
ricultural and forestry land 
where important biodiver-
sity and habitats occur.

   The Maruleng Municipal-
ity understands that con-
serva� on-based tourism 
is a signifi cant economic 
driver in the area and that 
crea� ng these benefi ts fur-
ther s� mulates the local 
economy and creates jobs. 
Visitors to the area will no-
� ce diff erent land-uses side 
by side, such as protected 
areas, farmlands, forestry, 
and community areas.

 “Managing the land and in-
ves� ng in conserva� on and 
the economy is a win-win 
situa� on for all”.

  The escarpment is home 
to a diversity of habitats 
that encompass a variety 
of both plant and animal 
species. From a biome per-
spec� ve, visitors travelling 
to the escarpment will fi nd 
savanna and woodlands at 

the bo� om, rising through 
forests and grasslands, to 
fynbos vegeta� on types 
at the top. This change is 
also refl ected in the types 
of animals found, from the 
iconic Big 5 species below, 
to a variety of other ani-
mals found around the top 
(some of which are only 
found there), making up the 
diversity of mammals found 
in the area.
  All the rivers and the cor-
ridors they form connect 
everything. The Klaserie, 
Timbava� , Sabie, Sand, Let-
aba, and the Sela�  Nature 
Reserves are all named af-
ter rivers that run through 
them, and an important 
river in this area is the 
Blyde River that feeds into 
the Blyde Dam that the lo-
cals rely on for the water 
supply in the area. 
  We all try and build our 
homes facing the moun-
tains to appreciate their 
drama� c beauty. It’s im-
portant to take a mo-
ment to refl ect and think 
about the fact that this is 
where our most precious 
resource, water, comes 

from. All these elements 
are interwoven and form 
a part of the fabric of our 
daily lives. On one level or 
another, we all rely on na-
ture and the resources it 
provides. All of nature is 
connected. It connects the 
Kruger Na� onal Park with 
the escarpment along riv-
ers and corridors. Our job is 
to protect these corridors 
to ensure animals have 
areas to move, to help us 
adapt to climate change, to 
protect our livelihoods as 
well as sustaining the local 
economy. 
  UNESCO ra� fi ed the Kru-
ger to Canyons Biosphere 
Region in recogni� on on an 
interna� onal level, of the 
importance and beauty of 
our landscape, our reliance 
on nature, and our need to 
protect and treasure it.  
  To fi nd out about regis-
tering as a protected area, 
accessing municipal re-
bates, or ge�  ng involved 
in the K2C Corridor Project        
contact:
nicktheron@kruger2can-
yons.org or wehncke@
kruger2canyons.org 

A phoenix is rising - SanWild Wildlife Sanctuary

Our beautiful biosphere landscape

Didi Schoeman

  Tucked in the granite hills 
between Gravelo� e and 
Leydsdorp lies SanWild, 
a Wildlife Sanctuary with 
a rehabilita� on centre 
founded in 2000 by the 
late Louise Joubert. The 
2,500-hectare property is 
home to all of the big fi ve 
and a myriad of local wild-
life species, many of whom 
have been rescued from as 
far afi eld as Europe and the 
Middle East. 
  The organiza� on has faced 
a challenging existence af-
ter the un� mely passing 
of its founder in a car ac-
cident in 2018. Louise was 
the driving force behind 
SanWild’s success and man-
aged the rehabilita� on cen-
tre and all fundraising ini� a-
� ves to keep the sanctuary 
afl oat. With her passing, the 
wheels came off , and the 
organiza� on quickly fell into 
disarray. 
  2018 and 2019 saw an 
unprecedented number of 
reports of animals lost in 
poaching a� acks, including 
rhinos, lions, and hippos. 

SanWild was placed under 
severe pressure from con-
serva� on groups to dis-
band, reaching its lowest 
point in March 2020.
  During the COVID-19 
lockdown, the 21-year-old 
organiza� on underwent a 
complete top-to-bo� om 
restructure and a new 
board of trustees was ap-
pointed, and the man-
agement team, together 
with all staff  was replaced. 
Six months later, and the 
sanctuary is fi nally able 
to breathe again, having 
turned around the decline 
with signifi cant successes 
in stopping all poaching in 
the reserve.  
  With the assistance of 
Gravelo� e Farm Watch and 
Tack� co Security and An� -
poaching, SanWild was able 
to prevent several rhino 
poaching a� acks. Late last 
year, the team managed 
to confi scate two rifl es and 
poaching equipment from 
fl eeing poachers. 
  A month ago, SanWilds 
manager and scouts assist-
ed Tac� co and Gravelo� e 
Farm Watch to arrest two 

rhino poachers on a farm 
nearby. The sanctuary de-
horned all its rhinos at the 
end of last year with the 
help of Rhino-connect to 
become a less desirable 
target for poachers. 
  With all the posi� ve de-
velopment over the past 
few months, the last thing 
anyone expected was a ma-
jor setback that could undo 
all the progress that was 
made in one foul sweep. 

SanWild and two neigh-
bouring farms were at-
tacked on 9 May 2021 by 
a well-organized and per-
fectly executed strike that 
did not resemble anything 
that has ever been experi-
enced in the past. 
  The well-coordinated 
a� ack saw two rhinos 
poached on the neigh-
bouring property. At the 
same � me, several high-
tech alarm systems were 

stolen on SanWild and  a 
third adjacent property. 
In the same incursion, the 
solar panels of a borehole 
pump that supplies a large 
part of the sanctuary with 
water for the animals to 
drink were stolen. 
   With damages on SanWild 
alone over R100,000.00 and 
the stolen alarm systems 
cri� cal to help keep San-
Wild’s rhinos safe, the team 
hesitantly reached out to its 
followers on Facebook for 
help. 
  “What was clear is that to 
keep the sanctuary afl oat 
there needed to be sub-
stan� al support and mon-
etary help”  

   The support the sanctuary-
received was phenomenal. 
From messages of support 
to sugges� ons of new tech-
nology that could help pro-
tect the sanctuary and sur-
rounding farms fl ooded in. 
More importantly, people 
opened their wallets and 
made substan� al dona� ons 
that enabled  SanWild to 
replace all the cri� cal alarm 
systems that were stolen 
during the raid.

  Companies from South 
Africa, the USA, and the UK 
also reached out to off er ad-
vice and assistance with ar-
� fi cial intelligence technol-
ogy. This could poten� ally 
lead to an autonomous 
network of CCTV smart 
cameras that can monitor 
the road network surround-
ing several farms, including 
SanWild. The technology 
can act as an early warning 
system, detec� ng poachers 
before they a� ack. Plans 
are underway to raise funds 
for this ini� a� ve that will 
benefi t the whole commu-
nity and help keep a sub-
stan� al rhino popula� on 
safe. 
  The SanWild team wants 
to thank everyone for their 
kind support.  
  “We know that we have 
to win back trust, and we 
are working hard towards 
that goal. There is so much 
to be grateful for, and with 
a suppor� ve community, 
anything is achievable”.
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European Rollers, � me to bid them farewell
Casper Badenhorst

A migra� on of a diff erent 
kind. 

Here are some fun facts:

  When threatened the 

European roller chick will 

vomit a foul-smelling or-

ange liquid onto itself to 

deter a predator. This smell 

also warns the parents on 

their return to the nest that 

a predator is around.

   European rollers cover 

over 10,000 km when mi-

gra� ng from Europe and 
Asia to sub-Saharan Africa 

and in spring they repeat 

this mammoth journey 

again.

   Adult European rollers eat  

about 25 insects per day. 

According to the IUCN Red 

List, the total popula� on 
size for the European roller 

is around 200,000 -600,000 

individuals, including 

100,000 - 500,000 mature 

individuals in Asia, North  

Africa, and Europe. In Eu-

rope, the breeding popu-

la� on consists of 75,000 - 
158,000 mature individuals. 

  From late November and 

some years during late De-

cember European Rollers 

arrive in South Africa. Birds 

from Romania, Bulgaria, 

Greece, Lybia, and Hungary 

migrate across the Balkan 

Peninsula, and then con-

� nue their journey to the 
southeast towards Africa. 

The Iberian popula� on mi-
grates across the Sahara 

desert to the Chad Lakes 

region. 

  The migra� on route from 
Europe takes these birds 

across the Mediterranean 

between August and Sep-

tember with most birds 

moving through Ethiopia in 

September. In October the 

migra� on sees them mov-
ing south through Uganda 

and Kenya. End of October 

the fi rst birds start arriving 
in the far north of South 

Africa and from November 

to January birds keep on 

moving in and further south 

through South Africa arriv-

ing in the eastern and west-

ern Cape by the end of Jan-

uary with numbers peaking 

in February. 

  “The 2021 season, was ex-
cep� onal, as it was possible 
to spot 200-300 individuals 
in a single day in the Kruger 
Na� onal Park during Febru-
ary”. 
  South Africans are accus-

tomed to seeing the resi-

dent Lilac-breasted Roller 

perched on bushes close to 

the road in Kruger Park. Tak-

ing a picture of this colour-

ful bird is almost compul-

sory on every visit. Between 

December and March when 

the migratory European 

Rollers are here the Lilac-

breasted Rollers disappear 

out of sight as their Euro-

pean cousins are a domi-

nant species that take over 

all the best perches along 

the roads forcing the Lilac-

breasted Rollers to retreat 

deeper into the bush. 

  Rollers are s� ll-hunters and 
perch all day on a low bush 

looking down for any insect 

movements in the grass 

below. Roads are excellent 

open areas where unfor-

tunate insects are more 

exposed and easy to catch 

thus the reason that bushes 

alongside roads are prime 

hun� ng perches.
  Between March to April, 

the reverse migra� on oc-
curs rapidly and en masse 

as hundreds of thousands 

of birds are then reported 

fl ying north along the Tan-
zanian and Somali coast on 

their return trip to Europe.     

  European rollers are mo-

nogamous and form pairs. 

They nest in an unlined tree 

or cliff  hole and lay up to 6 
eggs from May to June in 

the Northern hemisphere. 

The incuba� on period lasts 
for 17-19 days and is per-
formed by the female. The 

chicks are altricial, meaning 

they hatch naked and blind 

unable to feed themselves, 

but quickly develop with pa-

rental care. They start to fl y 
a� er 25 to 30 days but s� ll 
depend on their parents for 

about 3 weeks more.

Casper Badenhorst

The end is nigh for cap� ve lion breeding
Natalia Rosa

  SATSA, the voice of in-
bound tourism, has wel-
comed this weekend’s re-
lease, by Environmental 
Aff airs Minister Barbara 
Creecy, of the High-Level 
Panel report which advo-
cates pu�  ng an end to cap-
� ve lion breeding.
  The panel was established 

in August 2018 and conclud-

ed its work in December 

2020, submi�  ng recom-
menda� ons on policies, reg-
ulatory measures, prac� ces, 

and policy posi� ons related 
to hun� ng, trade, cap� ve 
keeping, management, and 

handling of elephant, lion, 

leopard, and rhinoceros.

  “We are par� cularly heart-
ened that the panel shares 

our view that the cap� ve 
lion breeding industry does 

not contribute to conserva-

� on and is doing damage to 
South Africa’s conserva� on 
and tourism reputa� on. The 
department’s decision to 

ini� ate a policy and legisla-
� ve review to put an end 
to this prac� ce as a ma� er 

of urgency, could not have 

come sooner,” says David 

Frost, CEO SATSA, which 

presented its Animal Inter-

ac� on research, guideline, 
and toolkit to the high-level 

panel as part of its eff orts 
to consult with the wider 

industry.   

  “Our data started to show 

us that the percep� on that 
tourist a� rac� ons off ering 
animal interac� ons were 
unethical, held the power 

to tarnish the interna� onal 
reputa� on of South Africa 
and severely impact on the 

tourism industry. If not ad-

dressed, we would need to 

spend extra eff ort and re-
sources to simply maintain 

South Africa’s reputa� on 
and tourism brand in in-

terna� onal markets,” says 
Frost.

  To this end, and a� er a 
lengthy and wide-ranging 

consulta� on process and 
research study, SATSA de-

veloped an Animal Inter-

ac� on Guide and Toolkit 
in 2019 aimed at assis� ng 
owners of cap� ve wildlife 
experiences, visitors, and 

buyers in making informed 

decisions based on sound 

ethics to support good prac-

� ce only.
  “We presented to the pan-

el, an Integra� ve Approach 
which was locally born, lo-

cally relevant, African-phi-

losophy-linked and Cons� -
tu� onal Court endorsed,” 
explains Keira Powers, 

SATSA Board Member and 

Head of the Animal Interac-

� on Commi� ee.
  “For tourism’s sustainabil-

ity, all that ma� ers is what 
our key source markets 

think. In our research, we 

reviewed what would se-

cure South Africa the best 

tourism returns in the long-

term future based on the 

value of tourism to jobs and 

the economy. It was clear 

that this lay in Africa’s USP, 

its wildlife and communi-

� es, and that the shi�  in 
public sen� ment away from 
exploita� on of animals for 
our enjoyment is real and 

has come to bear on our 

tourism industry and prod-

uct,” says Powers.
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The Balule Outreach Programme makes it’s mark

Susan Harwood

Bringing joy and com-
fort to the Sigagule and 
Maseke communi� es.
   Nick Leuenberger, war-

den of Olifants River Game 

Reserve, Peter Eastwood 

of Tanglewood Founda-

� on, John Anderson of the 
Balule Outreach Trust and 
Susan Harwood, board 

member of Olifants River 

Game Reserve and Trustee 

of the Trust, visited the 
SAME Founda� on (headed 
by Shirley-Anne Bere� a) 
situated in Sigagule and 

the Maseke Drop In Com-

munity Centre to catch up 
and donate various much-
needed sta� onery, vita-
mins, masks, puzzles, balls, 
warm clothing, blankets, 
and school shoes. 
  The incredible work done, 
par� cularly by the SAME 
Foundation is truly 

beyond words, and Bags of  

Love (Johannesburg char-
ity founded by Susan Har-

wood) is proud to support 
this organiza� on and hon-
oured to contribute to the 
Trust. 
  The Balule Outreach Trust 
was established in Febru-
ary 2012 to raise funds and 

engage in community  de-

velopment programs in the 
Hoedspruit and Phalabor-
wa communi� es of Lim-
popo Province in South Af-
rica. The Trust is registered 
as a non-profi t organiza-
� on with the Dept. of So-
cial Development and with 
the South African Revenue 
Service as a Public Benefi t 
Organiza� on.
  The founder of the Trust, 
John Anderson, says “From 
small beginnings in 2013, 

the Balule Outreach Trust 
has established a fi rm rela-
� onship over several years 
with our two major benefi -
ciaries – funding of Bursary 

students at Southern Cross 

School in Hoedspruit and 
South African Medical Ex-
pedi� ons (SAME) through 
their A� er School Child 
Care Centre in Sigagule Vil-
lage”.
 “The Trust is totally com-
mi� ed to fulfi lling their 
aims and vision of con� n-
ued community develop-
ment programs”
  Covid-19 has, without 
warning, brought with it dif-
ferent challenges for which 
solu� ons have been ur-
gently sought and the Trust 
is currently concentrat-

ing on providing funds for 
much-needed food, masks, 
and sani� za� on within the 

communi� es. In addi� on 
to SAME we are suppor� ng 
Nourish, an NPO operat-
ing in Sigagule with funds 
for making masks, and the 
Apostolic Faith Mission and 
the Maseke Community 
with funds for food parcels, 
both of whom operate in 
communi� es within the 
Phalaborwa region.
  The Trust is well on its way 
to accomplishing some of 
our ever-evolving aims, but 

there is much s� ll to be 
done. Your valuable support 
is the lifeblood that deter-
mines our success, both 
now and into the      future.
  Those interested in provid-

ing fi nancial support to the 
Trust can do so by dona� ng 
into their account, details as 
follows:

The Balule Outreach Trust

First Na� onal Bank (FNB), 
Bryanston, South Africa
Account number: 6233 678 
7877 Clearing Code: 
250-017
Swi�  number: FIRNZAJJXXX   

Please reference EFT pay-
ments with your name.

Cont. from page 7 ...

  Cri� cal aims in SATSA’s 
guidelines include:  

  To mediate between short 
term commercial gain and 

self-interest and longer-

term conserva� on and  sus-
tainability interests

  To put South Africa at the 
front of ethical travel des� -
na� ons, thereby posi� vely 
contribu� ng towards grow-
ing the industry
  To maintain and enhance 
the value of the tourism 

wildlife economy by guiding 

and providing comfort to 
consumers/tourists in their 
decision

  To enhance social co-bene-
fi ts such as job crea� on and 
preserva� on of species for 
future genera� ons
  To improve the welfare of 
wild animals in cap� vity and 
iden� fy ac� vi� es and hence 
a� rac� ons that are consid-
ered unacceptable.
  Having an accepted, en-
dorsed, and tested ethical 
framework to measure as-

sessment against, brings 

consistency and � meless-
ness to any decisions made 

now or in the future.
  SATSA shares Minister 
Creecy’s view that imple-
men� ng these recommen-
da� ons will result in the 
protec� on and enhance-
ment of South Africa’s in-
terna� onal reputa� on,             
reposi� oning the country as 
an even more compe� � ve 
des� na� on of choice for 
ecotourism and responsible 
hun� ng. 

  This “new deal for people 
and wildlife in South Africa” 
bodes well for tourism in 

South Africa, Frost adds. 
“We have an opportunity to 
play a leading role globally 
in defi ning a shared vision 
for the sector, enhancing 
human-wildlife co-existence 
and extending the benefi t-
sharing for communi� es 
living on the edges of pro-
tected areas, while ending 
inhumane and irrespon-
sible practices that greatly 
harm the reputation of 

South Africa.”
  “The chance to play a 
global leading role in hu-
man-wildlife co-existence 
should resonate with 
all those involved and 
with the communities 
that will participate and 
benefit in this drive”
    “We look forward to 
the recommenda� ons be-
ing formalized in the Bio-
diversity and Sustainable 

Use Policy. In the interim, 
as s� pulated by the panel      
report, SATSA is pleased 

to note the recommenda-
� on that the protocol be 
developed based on the 
panel’s collec� ve recom-
menda� ons which include                        
protec� on of the wildness 
of our iconic species and 
their welfare and well-be-
ing, through elements of in-
terac� on tourism as indicat-
ed by SATSA’s guidelines,” 
Frost concludes.

The end is nigh for cap� ve lion breeding

Merry making before the storm at the Care Centre created 

by the  SAME (South African Medical Expeditions) 

Foundation in Sigagule

Afternoon fun beneath stormy skies  at the 

SAME  Foundation’s  Care Centre in Siagule
Nick Leuenberger, Warden of Olifants Game Reserve 

introduces “K9 Page” the tracker dog to the children 

at the SAME Foundation’s Care Centre in Sigagule

             LOCAL IS LEKKER
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Hayley’s scrump� ous vegan Spage�   Bolognaise recipe
Hayley Cooper

  Even in 2021, Veganism 

s� ll has a  s� gma a� ached 
to it, one being that it is per-
ceived as expensive. 
Granted, if you eat only 
processed vegan junk food 
consis� ng of meat, cheese, 
and egg subs� tutes then it 
can be. 
People who are trying to 
transi� on to veganism, eat-
ing more plant-based, or 
are just curious to try some-
thing new o� en do end 
up ea� ng processed food. 
However, you can create de-
licious vegan meals of your 
favourite dishes aff ordably, 
o� en spending less than 
you normally would have to 
make your tradi� onal ver-
sion.
 A classic, loved by adults 
and children alike is 
Spaghetti Bolognese or 
‘Spag lol’ is traditionally 
made with spaghetti or ta-
gliatelle pasta and a ‘’meat 
sauce’’.
 This vegan version is very 
similar to what you are 
used to, just substituting 
the mince with lentils.
 Lentils are highly nutri-
tious; they are high in fibre 
and iron and they consist 
of over 25% protein, mak-
ing this a healthy option 
for you and your family.
 This dish also freezes very 
well and the lentil mix can 
also be served over rice, 
over a baked or sweet 
potato, with some grilled 
Brinjal, stuffed in roasted 
pepper, as part of a ‘’fry up 
style’’ breakfast or simply 
on some toast.

  Time to try this tradi� onal dish with a vegan ‘twist’. These 
quan� � es will serve a family of 4

Ingredients:

• Medium white onion.
• 2 crushed garlic cloves.
• A punnet of bu� on mushrooms.
• 2-3 carrots
• Cup of frozen pea’s (op� onal)
• Cup of uncooked len� ls (use either the brown or 

the green ones)
• Tin chopped tomatoes or pre- blanch 2 tomato’s, 

skin them and chop them up.
• Half � n tomato puree.
• Dried Herbs – Oregano, Mixed Herbs, Sweet Basil 

& Italian. (a generous pinch of each)
• 1L vegetable stock.
• Olive oil for frying
• Nutri� onal yeast or grated vegan cheese to the 

top is op� onal (will increase the cost of the dish)
• 1 packet of spaghe�   or tagliatelle (make sure its 

vegan – most are)
 

Method:

• Chop the onions and fry on medium heat in some 
olive oil un� l translucent. 

• Dice your mushrooms and add them to the pan 
with the onions, adding a touch more oil as re-
quired un� l nearly cooked.

• Dice the carrots and add them to the pan to cook.
• Add herbs and crushed garlic to the mixture and 

fry for another minute or two.
• Season mixture with salt and pepper (Use less salt 

if your stock is salty)
• Rinse your len� ls and add them to 750ml of the 

vegetable stock. Allow to come to the boil and 
then lower heat so it simmers for 45 minutes or 
un� l the len� ls cook.

• At your 30-minute mark of the dish simmering, 
you can boil some water, add a touch of salt and 
a dash of olive oil and cook your pasta (follow in-
struc� ons on pasta packet) try to coordinate both 
the pasta and the len� l mixture being ready at the 
same � me.

• Once len� ls are nearly cooked you can add the 
� nned chopped tomato or your blanched tomato 
and half a can of tomato puree. You can also add 
your frozen peas at this stage.

• Allow mixture to return to simmering and heat 
through.

• The remaining stock you can use throughout the 
cooking process to keep the mixture at the right 
consistency (some� mes you may use it, some-
� mes you won’t)

• Drain and rinse pasta and put it on your plate/
bowl.

• Add a generous por� on of the len� l mixture on 
top of the pasta.

• If desired, you can top with some nutri� onal yeast 
or grated vegan cheese.

• Add a fi nal crack of black pepper.                                                          
That’s it! Eat warm & enjoy!

I’d love to hear if you made this dish and what you thought of it, the best way to reach me 
is an Instagram message on my company page.

About Hayley

   Hayley Cooper is the only 
Cer� fi ed Vegan Hospitality 
Consultant in Africa. Her 
company, Wild Dreams, lo-
cated in Greater Kruger Na-
� onal Park, serves clients in 
Southern Africa, including 
businesses in Botswana, 
Swaziland, Malawi, and be-
yond. 
  Hayley  is passionate about 
helping Game Lodges, Res-

taurants, and Hotels within 
Southern Africa reach their 
full poten� al in a� ract-
ing and serving the mod-
ern hospitality guest. She 
provides services in menu 
planning & recipe develop-
ment to expand your cus-
tomer base, creates vegan 
wine lists, off ers vegan 
customer service training 
to support both front and 
back of house staff , and 
sources vegan and allergy-

friendly ameni� es.
  She has 22 years of Hospi-
tality experience in a range 
of diff erent establishments 
and environments, both 
interna� onally and lo-
cally,  allows her to quickly 
and eff ec� vely create cus-
tomized plans to take her        
clients to their next level of 
service. She has combined 
her hospitality exper� se 
with her passion for help-
ing businesses create an 
excep� onal vegan experi-
ence for their customers 
and guests.
   Her enthusiasm comes 
from a deep love for ani-
mals, dedica� ng much of 
her � me to rehabilita� ng 
wildlife in South Africa. 
Her approach to living sus-
tainably and a passion for 
plant-based nutri� on is 
what drives her to provide 
an expert service to her    
clients.

More informa� on on her 
services can be found 
on www.wilddreams.co.za

Mr. Victor Swan, chairperson of the Hoedspruit Town Watch is reques� ng that the 
community to stay vigilant. Be careful when people loiter in your store or just stray 
around shopping centres. Look around and make sure that you do not become the 
next vic� m. 
Although the town is rela� ve safe, it is easy to become complacent. Serious crime 
is largely absent but pe� y crime such as the�  out of motor vehicles, the�  of cell 
phones, the�  from businesses and other rela� vely small crimes, con� nue to be 
problema� c. 
The Town Watch has requested all residents and visitors to report any case of the�  
or other crime to the local SAPS. We have to report ALL crime, no ma� er how 
small. We cannot fi ght something that we are not aware of. The fi rst step is to open 
a case at the SAPS, however if the SAPS refuse to assist, please contact the Hoed-
spruit Town Watch for assistance. This is the right thing to do.
 It is up to each and every resident and visitor to take responsibility for their own 
safety, however, looking a� er each other is a responsibility that the Hoedspruit 
Town Watch takes very seriously. They urge residents to stay alert and to make sure 
that all of us know what to do in case of an emergency. Let us all join hands and 
make sure all of us are safe and Hoedspruit remains crime free.
 

Victor Swan – Chairperson of the Hoedspruit Town Watch 
Media Liaison:  Marie Helm, Secretary: 082 683 2835

Media Statement / Pers verklaring
HOEDSPRUIT DORPSWAG / TOWN WATCH
Posbus / PO Box 420, HOEDSPRUIT, 1380
E-pos / E-Mail: hoedspruitdorpswag@gmail.com
Sekretaris / Secretary: Marie Helm 082 683 
2835
Voorsitter / Chairperson: 
Mnr. / Mr. Victor Swan 082 338 4198
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Starry starry night - Constella� on of the month - Centaurus
Ben Coley

  Centaurus is the 9th larg-

est of the 88 recognized 
constella� ons in the night 
sky.  It can be found in the 
south, wrapped around 
the famous Crux (Southern 
Cross).

Mythology
  Centaurus represent the 

leader of the centaurs, Chi-

ron.  The centaurs were 

creatures that had the body 

of a horse with the torso 

and head of a man.  Most 

were considered mighty 

warriors but Chiron was 

wise, kind, and as the son 

of Cronus (Zeus’s father), 

the only centaur to be im-

mortal.  He is also famed 

for educa� ng some of the 
most famous Greek heroes 

in history, including Hercu-

les, Achilles, Asclepius, and 

Jason.

  Chiron hosted a celebra-

� on for Hercules a� er the 
successful comple� on of 
another of his labours, but 

a� er too much wine, the 
party got out of hand and 

Chiron was accidentally 

shot with one of Hercules’ 

arrows.  These arrows were 

laced in the virulent poi-

son from the blood of the 

Nemean Hydra to which 

there was no cure.  Being 

immortal, Chiron did not die 

from the wound but instead 

was condemned to a life of 

unbearable pain.  

  “However, Zeus took pity 
on Chiron and made him 
mortal once again, allowing 
Chiron to quickly die from 
the poison”. 
As a mark of respect for all 

he had done for the gods, 

Zeus placed him in the stars 

to honour the great teacher.

Notable Stars
  Alpha Centauri is the clos-

est star to the Sun at 4.23 

light-years away.  Despite its 

� tle, it is worth no� ng that 
this s� ll puts it 40 trillion km 
from us!  Also known as Rigil 

Kentaurus, meaning ‘Cen-

taur’s Foot’, the star is a tri-

ple star system, 2 of which 

can be separated in a small 

telescope.  The 3rd member 

is labelled Proxima Centauri 

and the closest star of the 3 

to Earth.  Alpha Centauri is 

the 3rd brightest star in the 

sky.

Deep Sky Objects
   Omega Centauri is the larg-

est and brightest Globular 

Cluster in the night sky and 

is visible to the naked eye.  

The easiest way to fi nd this 
object is to the draw a line 

through Gamma and Delta 

Crucis (Crux) un� l you fi nd 
a hazy spot.  Binoculars will 

reveal a fuzzy star but an 

amateur telescope will also 

reveal thousands of � ghtly 
clustered stars.

Omega Centauri contains 

more than 10 million an-
cient stars all orbi� ng a 
common centre and is situ-

ated around 17000 light-
years away, in the halo of 

the Milky Way.

Such is the size and unusual 

mo� on of the cluster, many 
astronomers suggest that 

Omega Centauri may in fact 

be the core of the dwarf gal-

axy that was absorbed by 

the Milky Way in the distant 

past!

Our wintery night skies in May

From an island dream to bushveld reality 
Staff  writer 

  Gary and Dianne Hampton 
share their island adven-
ture.
  It all started back in 2019 
when Gary and Dianne 

Hampton decided to sell 

up everything they owned 

in South Africa to make a 

lifelong dream of living on 

the tropical island of Be-

lize come true.

  They had worked for 3 

decades, their 3 children 

had long flown the nest 

and they thought that it 

was time to leave the rat 

race of corporate busi-

ness and head off into 

the sunset to pursue their 

dreams. 

  Gary had owned a deck-

ing business in South Af-

rica and had visions of 

building wooden homes 

on a tropical island, while 

Dianne, a Reiki practi-

tioner, thought that the 

island setting would be 

ideal to continue her prac-

tice. 

 In February 2020 they 
climbed on board a Belize 

bound fl ight with all their 
worldly possessions in 4 

suitcases to begin the new 

chapter in their lives.  

They explained: “Within 

a month we had got our 

business licenses and were 

ready to get our work per-

mits so that we could start 

working. We had rented an 

apartment and were all set 

to start our new life in 

Belize”.

  Then in March, the pan-

demic hit and we were 

placed into 3 months of 

quaran� ne and not hav-
ing had the opportunity to 

build up any sort of busi-

nesses, we saw our dreams 

star� ng to unravel. The 
exchange rate skyrocketed 

and we had to fi nd alterna-
� ve accommoda� on and 
work opportuni� es. Not 
easily done for ‘newbies’ in 

a foreign culture.  

  We had to make a deci-

sion to return to South                     

Africa, where we could 

work, or to stay on in Belize 

and become des� tute. We 
no longer had the op� on of 
applying for work permits 

as our budget could no lon-

ger cover the cost of this 

as everything was so much 

more expensive.

  It was with heavy hearts 

that we said goodbye to our 

island dreams and returned 

to South Africa and arrived 

in Hoedspruit in November 

2020. Our dream had last-
ed less than a year thanks 

to the dreaded COVID-19 

pandemic.

  “The people in Hoed-
spruit have welcomed us 
and are so friendly. They 

have been suppor� ve and 
it seems that we were des-
� ned to se� le here”.
  Dianne was even able to 

connect with a friend that 

she had worked with 19 

years ago.

  Both Dianne and Gary are 

hard at work reestablish-

ing their respec� ve decking 
and Reiki businesses. 

  Gary’s new Kiddies Furni-

ture range is proving to be 

very popular while Dianne 

has branched out, doing 

Reiki on animals. 

  “I can connect with them 
on the same gentle energy 
level and can assist with 
pain and discomfort” con-
cluded Dianne.  

Kruger2Canyon wishes 

both Gary and Dianne well 

and hopes that all their as-

pira� ons can be realized 
here in Hoedspruit.

Diane and Gary, happy in Hoedspruit

Gary & Diane in BerlizeBeautiful deck done by 

Gary at Phuza Moya
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Le� er scramble
iohyald iedug evaltr fi rgfea uneeqi gnnoplai eprtyorp

ucuumsl isualedcrrn turo� s lpdorae ncragueeo ghlenaelc agnamzi

ecmdinie rsotvoecinan ildifewl hhteaec plubihs ltair numiocmyt

sietcn  euctoinda eveserr rwaeltlaf cetlaemptno kuotloo hfl elup
letpnhea lgaayx breespiho zzelpu lorlhbni curlniasbo asaifr
nsciotrtcro minnig irerv tboir rlelro liefr iacmgpn

vesulhbd tlinonacsoetl taetse noesas cyc� lrtae polhtoe hppeinsas

nresmaeptc iecvehl beweditels ehawtre auehfrsmo gsoeunr shsiuenn

Who can solve the le� er scramble? The jumbled le� ers make up 56 words. Answers on Pg 6

Local FGASA guides make it to the fi nals !
Michelle du Plessis

  Two fi eld guides from Mpu-
mulanga and Limpopo make 
it into the fi nals of the up-
coming Safari Guide of the 
Year (SGOTY) compe� � on. 
  Civilized Ngwenya and 
Shaun D’Araujo have been 
selected to compete in the 
annual SGOTY compe� � on 
to be be held at the NJ More 

Field Guide College, Mara-
taba next month. 
  Civilized currently works 
at Tanda Tula and Shaun 
hails from Londolozi. Three 
other guides make up the 
top 5, namely Togara Char-
ingira (Royal Madikwe Sa-
fari Lodge), Wayne Howarth 
(Kariega Game Reserve)
and Mike Medlinger ( More 
Family Collec� on.
  The 2021 Safari Guide of 

the Year event is powered 
by The  Field Guides 
Associa� on of Southern 
Africa (FGASA) with the 
prime goal of giving recog-
ni� on to guiding excellence.     
  The compe� � on, celebrat-
ing 10 years this year,  hon-
ors professional guides 
within the tourism industry 
who are highly qualifi ed and 
experienced FGASA guides. 
All are ominated by leading 

lodges and training provid-
ers within Southern Africa. 
  This ini� a� ve was founded 
by Mike Karantonis who 
represents  preferred travel 
partner, Africa Direct.
  Excitement is growing 
as the fi nalists prepare to 
compete in several catego-
ries during the week-long 
contest star� ng on the 26th 
June 2021. Good luck !
  Civilized Ngwenya Shaun D’Araujo

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

Advertise in Kruger2Canyon to get a 

FREE listing on our Business Directory

w

BUSINESS / SHOPS / SERVICES 

  

Abupheli Waterproofi ng        082 780 3610
Agri Box        082 888 0520
Boek & Pen        015 793 0859
Bureu de Change       015 793 1368
Cudo Point         084 657 5031
FGASA                                          078 979 6486
Fruitful Living        015 793 3703
Hoedspruit Blinds & Shutters       079 601 7801
Kruger2Canyon News       078 979 6486
Kuku Interiors                                079 503 0151
Niche Cleaning Service       083 233 9852
Proforum Accountants            015 590 6761
Ruggedwear                                  013 755 4627
Simply Sewing             072 210 7411
SPAR Hoedspruit       015 793 2305
Tops @ SPAR        015 793 2069
Top 2 Bottom Cleaning       073 722 7913
Valencia Fabrics / Nelspruit       013 752 7005
Vehicle License Department       015 793 0838

CONSTRUCTION & INDUSTRIAL

BUCO        015 793 0560
Coastal Hire        015 793 0971
Drain Surgeon        015 793 1484
Wildlife Thatch              015 793 0792

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION

Drakensig Laerskool       015 793 3756
Drakensig Pre-primer       015 793 2401
Hoedspruit Christian School       015 793 2067
Lowveld Academy       015 793 3750
Mariepskop Laerskool        079 529 6071
Mariepskop Pre-primer       082 880 7069
Perspective Training College       082 787 4471
Southern Cross Schools       015 793 0590

EMERGENCY – HELP LINES  

  

After Hours Emergency Doctors   084 770 1741
Air Force Base Hoedspruit       015 799 2911
Africa Safe -T                                010 590 6313
Ambulance AFB       015 799 2065
Alcholics Narcotics Anonymous    082 258 4602
Ambulance Airforce Base              015 799 2065
Ambulance Services Limpopo       015 793 1581
Ambulance Tintswalo       101 77
Ambulance Services Swift            060 528 2784
Farm watch/ Plaaswag       072 310 0032
Fire Brigade AFB       015 799 2172
Fire Brigade Maruleng       015 793 0536
Fire Dpt Hoedspruit                       015 793 0728
GKEPF Greater Kruger Enviro
Protection Foundation                   065 743 2224

Hoedspruit Clinic                           015 793 2342
Hoedspruit Medical Rescue          072 170 0864
Hoedspruit Paws       078 431 3161
Hospital AFB Drakensig       015 799 2065
Hospital Nelspruit Mediclinic         013 759 0645
Hospital Tintswalo       013 795 5000
Hospital Sekororo Gvt-The Oaks  015 383 9400
Hospital Tzaneen Mediclinic         015 305 8536
Maruleng Municipality       015 793 2409
Medical Rescue                             072 170 0864
Med Centre Emergency No       084 770 1743
Police Hoedspruit       015 799 4000
Protrack        015 793 2585
SAPS Station Commander           082 565 8253
SAPS General                               101 111
SAPS                                            015 799 4000
SPCA Phalaborwa                        071 519 7044
Victim Support Unit                       082 940 0651

MEDICAL & VETERINARY SERVICES

Counselling Ronelle Joubert       082 787 4471
DR Van Eeden (Dentist)       015 793 1876
DR Werner Muller (Dentist)       015 793 1894
Hlokomela        072 698 6538
Hoedspruit Clinic       015 793 2342
Hoeds Wildlife Est Pharmacy       015 793 1427
J Coetzee (Clinical Psychologist)  015 781 0012
Marlie Landman (Eye Clinic)       082 803 0369
Med Centre (Dentists)       015 793 0845
ProVet Veterinary Hospital       015 793 0797

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY

Century 21        015 793 1534
Fine & Country       083 377 6622
Pam Golding        015 793 2712

TOURISM & THINGS TO DO

Eastgate Airport       015 793 3681
Hoedspruit-info       078 979 6486
Hds Endangered Species Centre 015 793 1633
Jabulani Elephant Interaction       015 793 1265
K2C Biosphere Region                  015 817 1838
Sky-Way Trails        013 737 8374

VEHICLES. SPARES & REPAIRS

Laeveld Trekkers        087 806 5616
Supa Quick        015 793 0176

Professional Accountants (SA) Et Tax and Business Advisors 
Professionele Rekenmeesters (SA) Et Belasting en Besigheidsadviseurs

Tel: +27 15 590 6761 | email: hoedspruit@proforumacc.co.za

HDS Vehicle Licencing Services

Licence renewals   Registrations
Change of Ownership   Lost Natis
Business Certifi cates   De-registrations
Change of Address   Number plates
Collection of Driver’s Licence
Find us next to next to Dr Shivambu  TEL: 0828074757

SUPPORT LOCAL

LOOK LOCAL

BUY LOCAL

BE LOCAL
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Enter the Trail Run Challenges now !

Tel: 015 793 1484/5  Emergencies:  0833079258

Facebook: @DrainSurgeonHoedspruit

Instagram: @drainsurgeonhoedspruit

Email: drainsurgeonhoedspruit@gmail.com
    Tel: 015 793 0792  Emergencies:  083 573 5920

HHS Netball Teams gearing up for 2021 Mopani League  

The netball coaches 
Top: M. de Bruyn and                       
A. Grundelingh   
Bottom: L. Jacobs and 
L. Rusawo
Far right: Practice time

Sterna Marx

HOEDSPRUIT:  The netball 

teams of Hoedspruit High 

School can fi nally take on 
the court again and are 

prac� cing vigorously amidst 
all the Covid rules that have 
to be adhered to.  They 
won’t be playing with masks 
on but strict rules such as 

social distancing, wearing 

masks off -court, and regular 
sanita� on of the ball during 
play are some of the strict 
new rules that have been 
put in place.  The school has 

been entered into the 2021 

Mopani League and the fi rst 

league matches start in May.  
Eight netball players are go-
ing for the Limpopo trails on 

4 May and the school boasts 
with u/14, u/16, and a Sec-
ond and First team this year.  
The coaches have been 
working hard with the play-
ers and they are ready to 
take on the current season 
with enthusiasm. 

 WILDLIFE ESTATE SERIES RACE TIMES

 Start Times:  20Km           07H00
                      10Km           07H15
                       5 Km            08H00

ENTER NOW : 3 - 4 JULY 2021 Ultra and Marathon over 2 days


