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Country Club Shores turn-lane 
project begins bumpy on LBK

FREEServing Longboat Key, St. Armands, Downtown Sarasota & Anna Maria IslandMarch 14, 2025

The turn-lane construction proj-
ect on the south end of Longboat 
Key has spurned numerous ques-
tions and concerns from residents. 

Most of the questions started 
when actual construction began 
over the past two weeks as drivers 
traversing one-mile of the road-
way at the Islandside Golf Course 
noticed that the entire Key Club 
property and golf course had a one-
foot high short construction fence 
that reclaimed a 15-foot right-of-
way that had been used for about 
50 years and has been covered 
with Oleander bushes and several 
Banyan trees. 

All of the construction will occur 
on the west side of Gulf of Mexico 
Drive and will include a widening 
of the bike path, a three-foot deep 
drainage culvert and the addition 
of 11 individual turn lanes, five 
of which will have raised, curbed 
medians. 

This is different than what the 
Town originally thought it was get-
ting and what exists on the rest of 
Gulf of Mexico Drive. The original 
idea was to add one long center 
turn lane where motorists could sit 

and turn into their community, or 
wait while exiting the community to 
find an opening in traffic. 

But the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) told the 
Town it will not approve such a 
design and what is being built will 
prevent motorists from using a cen-
ter turn lane as a passing lane where 
unfettered acceleration could occur. 

This has led to many Country 
Club Shores residents complaining 
that these medians will not fix the 

problem and in many ways will 
make stacking cars waiting to 
enter Gulf of Mexico Drive very 
difficult or impossible. The prob-
lem is each curbed median only 
allows one car to position itself at 
a time. 

At a recent meeting in Town 
Hall, Assistant Town Manager 
Isaac Brownman said the Town is 
going to try to work with FDOT 
to reduce the curb on the center 
medians by 20 to 25 feet to allow 

an additional car to stack. 
Brownman told the Commission 

that at a meeting with Country 
Club Shores residents, some said 
they are very upset with the project 
and that if there are going to be 
curbed medians they did not want 
the project. 

Other residents have objected 
to adding 15 feet of additional 
pavement and width to Gulf of 
Mexico Drive and taking back what 
was essentially green space that 
bloomed with Oleanders and buff-
ered the golf course for decades. 

Some of the residents said 
they were going to reach out to 
Tallahassee to tell FDOT their 
thoughts, but Brownman warned 
them that if the FDOT is told the 
citizens do not want the project, it 
could cause a problem with approv-
ing future projects.

That’s when Mayor Ken Schneier 
said, “This whole project was for 
Country Club Shores!”

Commissioner Penny Gold 
asked why the contract would not 
allow the construction at night and 
only between the hours of 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 

Brownman said that requiring 
working at night would likely cost 

Longboat business thrilled to have gone 
full circle following storm’s devastation

Sandra Smith who runs Longboat Key’s Secur-
All Insurance Agency has traveled full circle and 
couldn’t be happier. 

Sandra’s business on the Key began at the 
Colony Beach & Tennis Resort more than two 
decades ago, where she helped organize tennis 
matches and worked in the Pro Shop. That soon 
turned into a position at the Longboat Key Public 
Tennis Center where she worked day in and day 
out alongside its founders, Bob Mrachek and 
Dick Schlorff. And for anyone who knows Sandra 
Smith, she is a relationship-maker and networker 
extraordinaire. 

It was these connections along with her family’s 
insurance company that her father Robert Smith 
started in 1961 that led to the idea of opening 
Secur-All Insurance on Longboat Key. Sandra and 
her family decided to have a go at it, and in 2009 
they opened the first full-service insurance agency 
on Longboat Key ¬ Secur-All. 

The business was a boom. It was a combination 
of Sandra’s connections and diligence and the for-

Truist Bank Building. 
Back in 2009, SunTrust was the bank in 

operation and Sandra banked there and would 
almost daily walk by Realtor Andrew Vac’s 
office, which was adjacent to the SunTrust 
Bank. She became friends with Vac, who is also 
a person who knows just about everyone on 
Longboat Key, and when she learned that his 
office was available to lease she pounced and 
it became the headquarters of Secur-All for the 
next decade. 

An unfortunate clause
The location was perfect says Smith. And 

the reason is in many ways most residents and 
visitors to Longboat Key must travel in front 
of the Truist Building on any given day. If you 
go to Town Hall, Publix, the post office or 
the public tennis center, Secur-All’s sign and 
building stood prominent. But the good times 
became difficult.

When Truist replaced SunTrust in 2019 
and bought the building, Secur-All discovered 
the abrupt news that their lease would not be 
renewed because the ownership entity had its 
own insurance company interest and would 
not lease to another insurance company. 

Sandra moved her business to 6350 Gulf 
of Mexico Drive, a commercial building just 

Some residents said they are upset with the project and that if there are 
going to be curbed medians they did not want the project. The Town is 
going to try and cajole FDOT into “field adjustments.”

The entire office and opera-
tion resembled a sand dune 
more than an insurance 
agency. Now, things are 
looking sunnier than ever.

A Family business. Brother and sister 
Adam and Sandra Smith with the com-
pany founder and their father, Robert 
Smith.
tunate location of their office across from Town 
Hall at 510 Bay Isles Road, which is now the 
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Longboat Key Deputy Town Clerk Savannah Cobb will start as the Executive Assistant to 
Town Manager Howard Tipton starting March 31. She is extremely enthused with the way 
her career has unfolded since she started as an Intern Temp eight years ago at 21 years of age. 

Savannah worked diligently in the Town Clerk’s Office and soon the internship turned full-
time and in 2018 was named Deputy Town Clerk 
by her boss, Town Clerk Trish Shinkle. 

But Savannah Cobb is rooted to Longboat Key 
in the most fundamental way: she was born and 
raised on the island. 

And her exposure to all issues that one could 
imagine arising on the island came directly from 
her father, Steve Schield, who served as Town 
Planner for Longboat Key and retired after 30 
years of employment. Her mother, Doreen Schield 
also worked for the Town.

“I have a deep connection to this area. I grew 
up here, my parents live out here, and I love every-
thing about it,” said Cobb.

Cobb is replacing current Town Manager 
Assistant Susan Phillips who will officially retire on March 28 after nearly 30 years of employ-
ment on Longboat Key. The main responsibilities include supporting the workload of the 
Town Manager and interacting and helping the Manager interface with the Town Commission. 

Cobb lives with her husband, Aaron, and one-year-old daughter Charlotte. She graduated 
from the University of Florida. 

One significant difference between her position and that of Phillips is that Cobb will be clas-
sified as a General Employee and will be in the General Employee’s Benefit Program. Phillips 
was classified as a Department Head and received benefits and pension obligations on par with 
the Town’s Department Heads. 

  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
NEW LOCATION!  VISIT US BEHIND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 5390 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,  STE. 105! 
             CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

A Good Move Shorts, from page 1
south of Christ Church on the north end of the island. 

Disaster strikes
As the entire world knows and Longboat Key residents know intimately, much of the island 

was devastated by the hurricanes last fall. This included Sandra’s entire office and operation, 
which resembled a sand dune more than an insurance agency following Hurricane Milton. 

Adding to the drama is the fact that Sandra and her team had to not only deal with their 
own lives, but immediately work with the myriad of customer claims and questions that fol-
lowed in the wake of the storms. Also, the team had to immediately relocate since their office 
building was no longer functional. That move led them to the Centre Shoppes where they have 
occupied a small office next to the Chamber of Commerce as Sandra slowly hatched an idea. 

Homecoming dream
Five years had past since Sandra had to move out of her beloved office next to Truist and she 

wondered if there might be an opening to lease the space once again. The office was vacant and 
she asked Andrew Vac to help her in the process. 

“I believed I had a one percent chance of this working, but it happened – they agreed to a 
10-year lease.” 

The reason has to do with a change in the hierarchy of ownership entities and a relaxing of 
the clause forbidding an insurance agency. This left Sandra ecstatic.

“This is the best news I have had in such a long time. If it wasn’t for the hurricanes, I would 
never had cause to make this push. Also, I recently moved into Bay Isles and my home is liter-
ally walking distance to my office,” said Smith.

If anyone has walked past or into the Secur-All Agency, they will see an eight-foot-tall 
Buddha statue that adorns the entry. Sandra tells the story of the Buddha, that she bought it 
years ago at a consignment shop after it was found face down in a building flooded by a hur-
ricane and ravaged by fire. Then the Buddha moved around with Secur-All and was again half 
buried with sand and a survivor of the Longboat hurricanes. 

Sandra jokes that the happy Buddha has found its way back to its favorite home. 
Sandra and her team will officially move into the 510 Bay Isles Road location and be open 

for business on April 1. 

Longboat Deputy Clerk moves 
closer to the action in Town Hall
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WEST OF TRAIL BAYFRONT | SARAOSTA
$9,750,000 – Under Construction

5 Beds 7 Baths 5,328 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

        Jules Mackie     Tracey Stetler      Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan     Patrick DiPinto    Rene DiPinto    Steven Moore     Janet Coughlin                    

549 SLOOP LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$3,900,000- Country Club Shores

4 Beds 5 Baths 4,127 Sq. Ft.
Contact:  Tracey Stetler  941-266-9001

109 GARFIELD DRIVE UNIT 201 | LIDO BEACH
$1,999,999 - Walk to Lido Beach

3 Beds 2 Baths 1,993 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

585 CUTTER LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$3,499,999 - Country Club Shores

4 Beds 2 Baths 3,602 Sq. Ft. 
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

120’ OPEN BAY FRONT | BIRD KEY
$10,995,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 5,292 Sq. Ft.
Contact:  Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

3318 BAYOU SOUND | LONGBOAT KEY
$1,599,999

Bay Isles 3 Beds 2 Baths 2,675 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

5444 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY
$5,750,000 - Bayfront 1.06 Acres

5 Beds, 5 Baths, 6,000 Sq. Ft.
Contact:  Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001

3927 SOMERSET DRIVE | SIESTA KEY
$2,100,000

3 Beds 3 Baths 2,758 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Jules Mackie 773-704-1438

1633 RIDGEWOOD LANE | SARASOTA
$1,895,000

Canal Home, Fully Furnished, 1,828 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Jules Mackie 773-704-1438

   OVER $150,000,000 VOLUME IN THE PAST 18 MONTHS

STEPS TO SANDY BEACH | LIDO SHORES
$6,695,000 – Immediate Occupancy

5 Beds 6 Baths 4,750 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

100’ PRIVATE BEACHFRONT | LONGBOAT KEY
$16,995,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 6,614 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

3408 FAIR OAKS LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$2,999,999 - Bay Isles

5 Beds 5 Baths 4,510 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

1050 LONGBOAT CLUB RD #704 | LONGBOAT KEY
$999,999 - Privateer

2 Beds 2 Baths 1,400 Sq. Ft. 
 Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

3060 GRAND BAY BLVD UNIT 154 | LONGBOAT KEY
$1,999,999 - Exceptional Views

3 Beds 4 Baths 2,369 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

3131 BAYOU SOUND | LONGBOAT KEY
$2,150,000 

3 Beds 3 Baths 3,023 Sq. Ft.  
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

PENDING
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EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

See Letters, page 6

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00
Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons 

or www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

5 2 5  S T .  J U D E S  D R I V E  •  L O N G B O A T  K E Y ,  F L  3 4 2 2 8  •  H A R R Y S K I T C H E N . C O M  •  ( 9 4 1 )  3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7

WEEKLY SPECIALS

B R E A K F A S T  •  B R U N C H  •  L U N C H  •  D I N N E R  •  C A T E R I N G  •  G O U R M E T  D E L I  &  B A K E R Y  •  C O R N E R  S T O R E

NIGHTLY DINNER SPECIALS
HAPPY HOUR 3-6
RESTAURANT & DELI
20% OFF BOTTLES OF WINE DAILY

ON LONGBOAT KEY
BEST BRUNCH

B R E A K F A S T • B R U N C H • L U N C H • D I N N E R • C A T E R I N G • G O U R M E T D E L I & B A K E R Y • C O R N E R S T O R E

5 2 5 S T . J U D E S D R I V E • L O N G B O A T K E Y , F L 3 4 2 2 8 • H A R R Y S K I T C H E N . C O M • ( 9 4 1 ) 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7

Public Records Request/Renewed Request for on-Site 
Meeting with Contractor about turn lane project

To: Jack Brill
The concept we gave to the FDOT Design Engineer and Traffic Operations Manager had 

the curbed median end at the CCS Phase IV entrance moved further south by 60-ft. to 75-ft 
(roughly 3 car lengths with space in between each car).  Because it is a longer median and a 
larger neighborhood entrance, we asked for more distance and gave two examples.  For all 
of the other, smaller curbed medians, we asked for 50-ft. (roughly 2 car lengths with space 
in between each car).  If we asked for any more on the smaller medians, there would not be 
much median left and risk not getting anywhere with those medians.  Because we did not get 
a specific direction on a certain length for the Phase IV entrance, we are going to approach the 
design revision with the longer 75-ft. to provide more room.

The District Design Engineer indicated that while the design change is not ideal from their 
perspective, they understand the concern and were agreeable to the Town proceeding down 
the path of a design revision.  And as on all state roads, they also noted that FDOT reserves 
the right to alter the medians if an operational or safety issue manifests as a result in the future.  
This is typical on any state road after a road is constructed if an operational or safety issue 
arises. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key

Public Records Request/Renewed Request for on-Site 
Meeting with Contractor about turn lane project

To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
Isaac, Good morning. In the feedback, what is the footage to move the concrete mediums 

back on the field adjustment to open up turning left headed south? Thanks. 
Jack Brill
Longboat Key

Public Records Request/Renewed Request for on-Site 
Meeting with Contractor about turn lane project

To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
Thanks for your follow up. Those distances for all of the entrances would be acceptable and 

would be considerably better than the original plans. Let’s make sure that it works. If there is 
any pushback, please let me know. Have a good day. 

Jack Brill
Longboat Key

Public Records Request/Renewed Request for on-Site 
Meeting with Contractor about turn lane project

To: Jack Brill
Yes, agree and will do. Thank you Jack!
Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key
 

Public Records Request/Renewed Request for on-Site 
Meeting with Contractor about turn lane project

To: Steve Baril
Thank you for reaching out.  As discussed with you briefly last week, the Town is working 

with our Florida Department of Transportation (“FDOT”) contacts on a solution to move 
the curb ends further south to allow more room for vehicles to stack.  We are making positive 
progress.  As I explained, a meeting with CCS would be one of need and, more importantly, 
timing.  If the Town and FDOT begin making progress towards a solution, a meeting with the 
neighborhood and the contractor or the neighborhood and FDOT could be counter-produc-
tive, particularly with the rhetoric of cancelling the project as some in the neighborhood are 

New Home? Renovati on?

CALL for a free in-home consulati on —  941-320-7019
BRINGLEBLINDS.LBK@GMAIL.COM

BRINGLESBLINDS.COM

BLINDS  •  SHADES  •  SHUTTERS

Call BRINGLES BLINDS LBK Today!

HEADQUARTERED ON LONGBOAT KEY, WE ARE EFFICIENT, 
REASONABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY — JUST ASK OUR 

DOZENS OF LOCAL REFERENCES.
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The World’s only 100% Carbon Neutral charter company.
All pilots and aircrafts adhere to ARGUs safety standards, and FAA regulations

BEYOND FIRST CLASSTM

PRIVATE BUSINESS AND LEISURE TRAVEL

SEAMLESS
Luxury Ground Transportation

EFFICIENCY
Spend Time Where it Matters

EXTRAORDINARY
Personal Concierge

Connecting you to Premier Global Destinations Worldwide including:
SARASOTA | TAMPA | NAPLES | PALM BEACH | MIAMI

 Offering an Extensive fleet of Light to Super Mid-Size Jets.  Turbo Props and Helicopters.
Pilot Owned.  Empty leg flights with flexible schedules available.
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Letters, from page 4

Editor Letters

See Letters, page 12

Public Records Request/Renewed Request for on-Site 
Meeting with Contractor about turn lane project

To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
Thank you for your prompt and fulsome response.  We are pleased to learn that the Town 

and FDOT are working on a preliminary design amendment. We also have a recommended 
design amendment and would be happy to discuss our respective proposals at your conve-
nience. 

To be clear here, CCSIV is solely motivated by safety concerns for the residents of and visi-
tors to LBK who will travel GMD. In our view, the current design is unsafe and would present 
serious safety hazards as designed.  We assume this is the sole concern of all interested parties. 
I look forward to hearing from you at your convenience.

Steve Baril
Longboat Key

Public Records Request/Renewed Request for on-Site 
Meeting with Contractor about turn lane projectTo: Steve Baril

Thank you, and I agree.  I would be happy to go over our respective design concepts.  Would 
you like to come by this afternoon, and we can share respective information?  My thought 
was that if FDOT did not believe any changes would be warranted, a neighborhood meeting 
would be prudent at that point so that FDOT could hear the concerns directly.  However, and 
pleasantly, yesterday we received positive feedback and were asked to develop the concept out 
into an engineering revision.

I would be happy to go over it as we will be having our engineer revise our construction 
plans.  I have a meeting a meeting at 4 pm, otherwise, I am available anytime between 1 pm 
and 4 pm.  Just let me know so that I can block the time.

Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key

Public Records Request/Renewed Request for on-Site 
Meeting with Contractor about turn lane projectTo: Jack Brill

Following up on the foregoing request for records, I am writing on behalf of the 
Homeowners Association (“HOA”) of Country Club Shores IV (“CCSIV”), to renew our 
request for an onsite meeting with the contractor regarding the planned improvements to Gulf 
of Mexico Drive.

By way of background, the President of the HOA and I met with Isaac Brownman and 
Charlie Mopps on November 12, 2024, to discuss CCSIV’s concerns about the impending 

Elevate your leisure time with unparalleled experiences.

As a member you’ll enjoy:

• Championship Golf
• Pickleball & Tennis

• Private Beach & Pool
• Spa & Wellness Center

• Deep-Water Marina
• Five Exclusive Restaurants

Contact membership@longboatkeyclub.com or (941)387-1661 for a tour.

LEARN MORE

stating.  That was new to me as of the February 20, 2025 CCS Phase IV Annual Association 
meeting.  I would not facilitate a Town-supported CCS meeting with either the contractor nor 
the FDOT if the prevailing neighborhood position became one of canceling the project -- that 
was not my agreement nor do I support that position as that would effectively shut down our 
ability to negotiate a design solution with FDOT.  As an FYI, the contractor himself cannot 
make changes without FDOT approval, and FDOT is reviewing our request and has advised 
on next steps with a good initial response.

The Town planned to make the first strides in those conversations from an engineering 
standpoint.  If that was not clear, I apologize, however, I believe I made that very clear at the 
CCS Phase IV association meeting on February 20, 2025.  As mentioned, the FDOT is cur-
rently working with the Town on our preliminary design amendment, and they have asked 
us to begin developing full design plan revisions and running it through their “Local Agency 
Program”. I would be happy to discuss this with you further. I should be available all of tomor-
row afternoon.

Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key
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100 North Tamiami Trail | Sarasota, FL 34236 | Kepecz@JudyHays.com | www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com

Judy Kepecz-Hays
941.587.1700

Steven 
Kepecz

941.376.6411

Leah 
George

941.780.0597

in the World  
Coldwell Banker

Kepecz@JudyHays.com | www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com

$3.4 Billion Career Sales 
WE PAY COMPENSATION TO CO-BROKERS

Tangerine Bay Club

350 Gulf of Mexico Drive #211 
 $998,000 

Tangerine211.com

Regency House

435 S. Gulfstream Ave #1004 
$1,128,000 

                RegencyHouse1004.com

Emerald Harbor

6011 Emerald Harbour Drive
$2,470,000 

6011EmeraldHarborDr.com

Sanctuary

575 Sanctuary Drive #A303 
 $1,749,000 

SanctuaryA303.com

L’Elegance

1800 Ben Franklin Drive #A403 
$899,000 | Furnished 
LElegance403.com

1211 Gulf of Mexico Drive #211 
$2,300,000 

Promenade211.com

PromenadePromenade

Country Club Shores

521 Wedge Lane - $1,948,000 
3 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,758 sq. ft. 

521WedgeLn.com

Aria

2251 Gulf of Mexico Drive #204 - $7,685,000 
3 Beds | 3.5 Baths | 4,032 sq. ft. 

Aria204.com



North Siesta Key

3500 Bayou Louise Lane - $10,000,000 
5 Beds | 5.5 Baths | 6,300 sq. ft. 

3500BayouLouise.com

L’Ambiance

435 L’Ambiance Drive #L807 
$3,500,000 | Furnished

LAmbianceL807.com 

415 L’Ambiance Drive #A401 
$5,200,000

LAmbianceA401.com 

415 L’Ambiance Drive #A801 
$7,500,000 

LAmbianceA801.com

Gulf Front Estate

5941 Gulf of Mexico Drive 
$8,800,000 

5941GulfOfMexicoDr.com

Lot Size 100 x 465 sq. ft. 

The Art of 
Selling what 
you Love
STEVE REID 
Writer & Publisher 

Judy Kepecz-Hays is nothing short of a legend 
when it comes to real estate success in Sarasota 
and its luxury islands.

Judy and her team, which consists of herself, 
her son, Steven Kepecz, REALTOR® and Leah 
George, REALTOR® have accomplished this 
success by remaining loyal year after year and 
decade after decade to both the area as well as 
generations of customers. The Judy Kepecz-
Hays team has sold over $173 million in the last 
2-1/2 years and Career Sales to date total over 
$3.4 Billion. This translates into thousands of 
sold homes over more than four decades in the 
region’s most competitive market.

What leads to success?
Is it talent? Honed skills? Perseverance? 

Inspiration? Knowledge?
Perhaps it is an indefinable combination, 

but there is little mistaking that Longboat Key 
REALTOR® Judy Kepecz-Hays has spent a 
lifetime striving and achieving goals in the face 
of repeatedly difficult circumstances. She has 
consistently been ranked nationally in the top 
.5% of Coldwell Banker Agents. Judy credits 
both her mother and father for her success. Her 
father, Louis Buky, was a professor in Budapest, 
Hungary and spoke nine languages. Kepecz-
Hays says it was his uncanny ability to relate 
to so many cultures that she has inherited and 
employs daily in her work. A large percentage 
of her clientele are European and Kepecz-Hays 
credits these relationships for this year’s strong 
performance despite a sanguine market. And 
what does Kepecz-Hays employ from her mother, 
Rosalie? She credits her for her entrepreneurial 
spirit. Her mother started her own business in 
Budapest and had the first Swiss knitting machine 
in the community in 1955. Kepecz-Hays moved 
to Chicago at six years old. Her mother died 
when she was 16 years old. She is proud that her 
father, who taught languages and math, raised 
her and her siblings, with the help of her Aunt 
Gabriella. One trait she attributes to her success 
is her tenacious ability to keep deals together. 
Once a contract is signed, obviously there are a 
myriad of contingencies and contractual exegesis 
that can undermine the buyer’s and seller’s 
original intent. You can find Kepecz-Hays on one 
hand counseling a buyer and, on another hand, 
organizing inspections.

Early lessons learned
There is something in the intrinsic value of owning 

land and property that Kepecz-Hays became aware 
of early on in her life in America. In the early 
1960s, Kepecz-Hays first became exposed to the 
significance of property ownership. Her father and 
mother at that time worked and saved and bought 
two lots in Barrington, Illinois. They later sold them 
for a profit. Watching the success of this transaction 
while growing up left an indelible mark on Kepecz-
Hays.

Kepecz-Hays bought her first home in California 
in 1974 in Redondo Beach. She says the house 
quadrupled in value within four years. But her 
f+++ormal move to a real estate career happened 
after she came to Florida in 1978 following a 
series of unfortunately events where she almost 
lost her son, Steven, in a boating accident. In 1978, 
she obtained her real estate license. She started at 
Realty World-Howard Lamb on Longboat Key near 
Pattigeorge’s Restaurant. Within three weeks, she 
was on floor duty and got a listing at Katie’s Bait & 
Tackle Shop. Kepecz-Hays remembers she enjoyed 
driving her Triumph TR6 to work. The day she 
worked on floor duty, she had to take a client, Mr. 
Mason in her car. She only had a two-seater, and 
his son followed. “You never forget your first deal,” 
Kepecz-Hays says. The father bought the bait and 
tackle shop while looking for a business for his son. 
“He loved it,” she said, but he wanted more land on 
the beach –the only contingency.

Unfortunately, the land was not for sale. 

Undeterred, Kepecz-Hays spoke to the property 
owner, worked out a sale price and ended up selling 
Mr. Mason the bait and tackle shop for $135,000 
and the land for an additional $20,000. Judy’s 
husband, retired attorney Dr. John Hays, says that 
example shows one of her intrinsic talents. “Judy is 
driven – she gets up every morning before sun-up; 
she is focused.”

In a short time, Kepecz-Hays was the top 
producer in the office and won a four-day trip to 
the Bahamas. She soon joined Armada Realty on 
St. Armands Circle hoping to capitalize on the walk 
in traffic. She says Manly Tate and Barbara Ahearn 
were mentors who helped develop her dedication 
and professionalism. Kepecz-Hays says she had an 
actual dream at the time in which she was at a large 
boardroom table negotiating a multimillion-dollar 
transaction with Nigerians. She says the dream 
ominously came true.

Four months later she was invited to work at 
Arvida, the developer of the Longboat Key Club and 
the region’s most prestigious real estate company. 
She soon found herself at a boardroom table closing 
a $3 million parcel in Harbour Links to a team of 
Nigerian investors. It was a large sale considering 
the year was 1986.

Stay on top
Later, Arvida was bought by Coldwell Banker 

where she has remained and grown her clientele and 
annual sales. Her success, in her own words is, “I 
don’t let anything drop. Every day is a new day in 

the life of sellers and buyers, and you never know 
what will happen.”

One thing her husband says is that “Judy does not 
push to sell but does not let anything slip away or 
fall apart.”

Those sentiments were echoed by a former Broker, 
Bob Stanley, who was extremely familiar with her 
work said, “One of the things that distinguishes 
Judy is she really is persistent and is creative in that 
persistence. She can present innovative ways to 
make transactions work for all parties.”

I once asked her husband, John, what it is like 
to be married to a fast-paced driven REALTOR® 
. He said, “Although Judy is a driven person, she is 
remarkably easy person to get along with. We both 
like to ski. We’ve designed and decorated 11 houses 
in 11 years. I enjoy the closeness of her family.”

Judy enjoyed for decades that her brother, Gabe 
Buky, lived close by and developed a real estate 
business with his son, Charles.

Driven to succeed
Judy is proud to work alongside her son, Steven 

Kepecz, for many years as he continues to thrive 
in his passion for real estate. Having grown up and 
living on Longboat Key, he deeply loves the island. 
Steven now raises his family in Sarasota, balancing 
his love for boating, tennis, and golf with his career. 
With over 20 years of experience selling luxury 
waterfront real estate, Steven’s target audience 
is those seeking a high quality of life. What Judy 

admires most is his remarkable versatility and 
adaptability, as he has skillfully navigated changing 
market conditions over the years with ease and 
expertise. Steven is the epitome of a professional in 
the real estate world, offering a unique combination 
of local expertise, unwavering dedication, and a 
passion for creating a place where clients can make 
lasting memories

Leah George, originally from Transylvania and 
a Florida resident for over thirty years, adds a 
background in architecture and civil engineering, 
two fields in which she earned advance degrees 
and training. Over 25 years in real estate, have not 
only provided Leah with far reaching networks, 
but also with crucial opportunities to work with an 
array of people from various cultural and business 
backgrounds.

Let’s finish today, today…
Despite her years of success, Kepecz-Hays has 

no intention of slowing down. Her husband joked 
that Judy borrowed his dog to accompany her while 
delivering a contract close to midnight. He says 
Judy’s attitude is, “There is no tomorrow. Tomorrow 
will bring its excitement. What needs to be finished 
today is for today.”

As of today, The Kepecz Hays team has over $30 
million in pending transactions year-to- date. With 
integrity, commitment, excellence, communication, 
and knowledge, the team is shooting for the stars. 
There will be no slowing down for the Kepecz-
Hays team; we are always going 100 miles an hour. 

Integrity. Commitment. Excellence. Communication. Knowledge. = Results for the Judy Kepecz-Hays Team

Sig Hermansen
Associate Writer
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

March 8
Vehicle

10:39 a.m.
Officer Ericsson while on patrol received a license plate 

camera alert for a vehicle traveling northbound from the 
Publix camera. Officer Ericsson conducted an NCIC/
FCIC check and confirmed the vehicle’s registration was 
expired on Dec. 31, 2024. Officer Ericsson observed the 
vehicle and initiated a traffic stop via overhead emergency 
lights at 4700 Gulf of Mexico Drive and met with the 
driver. Officer Ericsson made contact with the driver 
who advised she was aware that she did not have a valid 
license and that she was told by her supervisor to deliver 
the van to a coworker on Longboat Key. Additionally, the 
driver advised that she never had a driver’s license. Officer 
Ericsson returned to his vehicle and issued a criminal citation for Manatee County Court and 
a second citation for an expired registration under 6 months. At this time, Officer Ericsson 
explained the criminal citation and non-criminal citation to the driver and she gave her signa-
ture and thumb print. Additionally, she was advised not to drive and said her boss was on their 
way to pick up the vehicle. She said her boss was on their way to pick up the vehicle. Case clear.

Parking
10:58 a.m.
Officer Miklos received a message from Sarasota County Sheriff ’s Office dispatch in refer-

ence to a caller reporting a no parking sign at the beach access. Dispatch advised that the caller 
has been parking at the location for years and has never seen the sign. Upon arrival at the 3100 
block of Gulf of Mexico Drive he came into contact with the caller and observed two tempo-
rary no parking signs placed at the entrance of the beach access. Officer Miklos explained to 
the caller that the no parking signs were in place to prevent people from parking on the right 
of way, not the beach access. Case clear. 

Fishing
2:40 p.m.
Officer Ericsson was dispatched to the Harbor Cove on a trespassing. Upon arrival, Officer 

Ericsson observed a man on the dock behind Harbor Cove which was under construction. 
The man said he had permission from the owner to fish behind the property. He further stated 
the owner was at the house yesterday and gave him permission, however, he did not know the 
owner’s name or contact information. Because Officer Ericsson couldn’t verify his story and 
the house was under construction, and Officer Ericsson advised the man that he should get the 
owner’s contact information before fishing again. The man and his son left the area without 
issue. Officer Ericsson spoke to the complainant, the next door neighbor and advised her of 
the outcome. 

March 9
Alarm

10:04 p.m.
Officer Nazareno was dispatched to Harbor Cay Lane for a residential burglary alarm activa-

tion call that originated from the elevator and garage door area. The alarm company contacted 
the key holder who was not home. Upon arrival, no signs of forced entry were observed. Patrol 
units checked the perimeter of the residence which appeared to be secured. Case clear.

March 10
Driver’s license

11:34 a.m.
Officer Butler received a mobile alert for an automobile owner who has a suspended driver’s 

license. Officer Butler found the vehicle traveling East onto Ketch Lane and conducted a 
traffic stop. The driver was unable to produce a valid driver’s license and stated she was just 
pulled over for a suspended driver’s license. She produced a warning issued by the Sarasota 

Police Department. The warning was issued on March 
10, 2025 for Driving With License Suspended With 
Knowledge. The offender further adds that she knew her 
Driver’s License was suspended and later recanted stating 
her lawyer (for prior DUI) never told her. She said that 
the previous officer never advised her of the suspension 
and that she could proceed to her destination. Based on 
the facts, Officer Butler was issued a criminal citation for 
Driving With License Suspended with knowledge, warned 
about not producing the Driver’s License or proof of insur-
ance. Case clear.

Found property
3:01 p.m.
Officer Martinson was dispatched to the Police Station 

for a report of found property. Upon arrival, Officer Martinson was met by the caller and her 
husband in the front lobby of the Police Station. The caller said that on the morning of March 
7, she and her husband left their condominium for several hours. The woman said when they 
returned they noticed a key chain with a single key and key fob in the key bowl near the entry 
door. The caller stated the key chain and keys did not belong to them and they have no clue 
how the key got inside their condominium. The caller stated when they left for the day, they 
locked the door and when they returned home the door was locked. The woman said there 
were no signs of forced entry into the condominium and nothing appears to be missing or 
out of place. The woman stated she contacted the condominium staff and were told the keys 
do not belong to any of the employees or residents in other units. The woman said they have 
been staying in the condo since January and haven’t had any hired workers inside. The woman 
completed a property receipt form and Officer Martinson inventoried the key and fob for 
safekeeping. Officer Martinson sent an email to the key fob business in hope that any of the 
numbers on the key would identify the owner. Case clear.

March 11
Nap

10:30 a.m.
Officer Ramsaier was dispatched to the 5400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a walk in 

complaint regarding a suspicious incident. Officer Ramsaier was met by a woman who said 
that at approximately 10:30 a.m., she observed an unknown man asleep on her lanai. The 
woman said that she asked what he was doing and the unknown man said that he works for 
a lawn care company and he took a nap. The woman said that the unknown man apologized 
and left without incident on his lawn mower. The woman said she does not wish to pursue any 
charges but wanted to make a report. The woman stated that she is not living at the residence 
because of the damage suffered from the recent hurricanes. Case clear.

Noise
11:40 p.m.
Officer Mathis was dispatched to Chatham Drive in reference to a noise disturbance. The 

caller contacted dispatch in reference to loud music and yelling coming from the location. 
Upon Officer Mathis’s arrival, he could hear music from the parking lot. Officer Mathis made 
his way upstairs to the second floor and determined that the man was correct in that the music 
and yelling was coming from one of the units. Officer Mathis knocked on the door and the 
music stopped. A short time later the unit owner came to the door. Officer Mathis introduced 
himself and the reason for the visit. The owner explained that they were in town for spring 
break and didn’t realize that the music was that loud and that it was so late. He apologized for 
the disturbance and advised they would keep the music turned down. The owner was issued a 
warning for the noise violation. Case clear.

March 12
Driver’s license

12:26 p.m.
Officer Martinson was monitoring traffic at the intersection of Gulf of Mexico Drive and 

Bay Isles Parkway. Officer Martinson observed a white Ford truck traveling northbound on 
Gulf of Mexico Drive approach the traffic light at Bay Isles Parkway while having a solid red 
light. The truck then proceeded through the red light making a right hand turn onto Bay Isles 
Parkway without coming to a stop. Officer Martinson conducted a traffic stop in the parking 
lot of Publix. Officer Martinson made contact with the driver and explained to him why he 
had been pulled over. Officer Martinson asked the man for his driver’s license, registration and 
proof of insurance. The driver stated he did not have a driver’s license and provided Officer 
Martinson with his United States of America Employment Authorization Card as identifica-
tion. Officer Martinson ran his information through ELVIS and he came back clear of any 
wants or warrants via NCIC/FCIC. Also, no record was found for the man having a driver’s 
license. The driver was issued a criminal citation with a court date for No Driver’s License. 
The man was issued a criminal citation with a court date for No Driver’s License and a moving 
citation for failure to stop at a steady red signal before making a right turn. Case clear.

March 13
Alarm

11:33 a.m.
Officer Martinson was dispatched to Yardarm Lane on a call of a Burglary Alarm due to 

glass break. Upon arrival, Officer Martinson observed a roofing crew working on the roof of 
the residence. Officer Martinson was then met by the homeowner who stated she believed the 
roofers must have set off the alarm. Officer Martinson walked around the entire exterior of the 
residence with the homeowner and none of the windows appeared to be broken. Case clear.
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JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

BIRD KEY  
 247 ROBIN DRIVE,  SARASOTA

SOLD $5,500,000  •  REPRESENTED BUYER

BIRD KEY
605 WILD TURKEY , SARASOTA

3BR/2.5BA •  2,200 SF  •  OFFERED FOR $2,090,000

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES
585 GUNWALE LANE • LONGBOAT KEY

3BR/3.5BA • OPEN WATER VIEWS • OFFERED FOR $5,699,000

BEACHES - LONGBOAT KEY
775 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #902 • LONGBOAT KEY

3BR/3BA  •  1,842 SF  • OFFERED FOR $1,899,000

ST ARMAND TOWERS
101 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR., #63, SARASOTA

2BR/2BA • 1,275 SF • $1,295,000

LISTED BY NATHALIE NOLANDER & COURTNEY TARANTINO

BIRD KEY
419 PARTRIDGE CIRCLE • SARASOTA

4BR/3BA  •  2,229 SF  •  NOW PENDING $2,495,000

  
            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD Unit#903N
3427 WINDING OAKS DR Unit#14
4825 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#302
1065 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#104
5055 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#424
2215 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#304
225 SANDS POINT RD Unit#6103
806 BAYPORT WAY Unit#806
2600 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#L-10

1,458
2,555
1,393
1,503
1,484
1,906
642
1,260
mooring

$1,295,000 
$1,195,000 
$1,250,000 
$775,000 
$700,000 
$699,000 
$625,000 
$549,000 
$475,000 

26
25
94
88
38
40
123
95
66

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

2
3
2
2
2
2
1
2

2
3
2
2
2
3
1
2

$1,255,000 
$1,195,000 
$1,170,000 
$762,500 
$670,000 
$625,000 
$560,000 
$470,000 
$425,000 

KeyRealEstate

603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD Unit #903N
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Letters, from page 6

Editor Letters
GMD project. We were promised that they would arrange 
a in-person meeting in February, 2025 when the contractor 
would be onsite. Last week, when the meeting had not been 
arranged, I spoke with Mr. Brownman and was informed that 
the Town had already met with the contractor and was await-
ing a response. There was no commitment to the promised 
meeting with the contractor.

This past Saturday, Lynn Larson and I had the opportunity 
to speak to Mr. Tipton, and we informed him of our disap-
pointment that the meeting had not been arranged. Suffice it 
to say, that conversation was less than satisfactory.

Accordingly, I am writing on behalf of CCSIV to renew 
our request for an in-person, onsite meeting with the con-
tractor at the earliest opportunity given the exigency of the 
circumstances. Thank you for the Town’s consideration in 
this regard.

Steve Baril
Longboat Key

Public Records Request/Renewed 
Request for on-Site Meeting with 
Contractor about turn lane project

To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle
Good morning. Hope all is well. On behalf of the Board 

of Country Club shores 4, I am requesting the records of all 
correspondence from November1, 2024 - March 10, 2025 
between Howard Tipton, Isaac Bowman and any member of 
FDOT regarding the GMD left turn lane project. If there are 
any costs in this process, we will gladly pay for them. Please let 
me know of any questions. Thank you for your help on this 
matter. Have a great day. 

Jack Brill
Longboat Key

Country Club Shores 1 and 2 
Homeowner Association meeting

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Thanks so much for coming to the meeting and sharing all 

your insights into the various activities happening in LBK.  I 
will pass along info about volunteer organization. 

Mary Keane
Longboat Key

Country Club Shores 1 and 2 
Homeowner Association meeting

To: Mary Keane
Kathy thank you for the invitation to the homeowner’s 

association meeting last night, and congratulations on find-
ing your successor. It was really good to see everyone again. I 
think James will do a fabulous job for all of us. At the meeting 
someone inquired about a volunteer organization that may 
help with our environmental efforts and ecology. The group 
is LBK Citizens Green team.

PS- Thank you for all your hard work as our president. You 
did a great job and your love and concern for our community 
always shined through. 

Gary Coffin
Commissioner, Town of Longboat key

Water quality
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
This email is in reply to your request for information for 

the Town of Longboat Key’s water system. Please see the 
points below for the Lead and Copper rule and PFAS.

Lead and Copper
Lead and Copper service line inventory: This report was 

submitted to the FDEP by the October 16, 2024, deadline. 

Currently no lead service lines in report submitted.
Lead and Copper sample events: The Town performed two 

sample events of 20 samples per event in 2024. First period 
was January to June. Second period was July to December. 
The results of both events were in compliance with the FDEP 
requirements. Currently waiting on next date for the next 
sample event from the FDEP.

PFAS
2023 Sample events: The Town performed four sample 

events during the 2023 testing period. Sample locations at 
main meter, mid key plant and south key plant. The sample 
materials and analysis of samples provided by the EPA.

Results for PFOA, PFOS, PFHxS, PFNA, HFPO-DA, or 
mixtures of two or more of PFHxS, PFNA, HFPO-DA and 
PFBS was <MRL (less than Minimum Reporting Level)

The levels PFAS in the Town of Longboat Key potable water 
is controlled in the treatment process by Manatee County.

April 2027 deadline for initial monitoring requirements to 
be meet.

Currently we are in compliance, for testing and reporting 
with the FDEP and EPA with regard to Lead and Copper 
and PFAS.

Thank you for your interest in the current and future water 
quality on Longboat Key.

If you need any additional information regarding Lead 
and Copper or PFAS, please feel free to reach out to Jessie or 
myself.

Rich Walters
Public Works Department, Town of Longboat Key
 

Concert
To: Chase Babair
I do not know if either of you will be in Florida this week-

end but we have a concert at The Town Green on Longboat 
that starts at 5:30 p.m. Usually good bands and good weather.  
Would love to see you. The weather in DC was fabulous while 
I was there this week - I would have a hard time staying inside.

BJ Bishop
Commissioner, Town of Longboat Key

Thank You
To: Longboat Key Commission
The success of the 2nd Annual Community Open House at 

the Town Center Green is due to all of the people working the 
tables, the vendors, and our volunteers (including the amaz-
ing band).  While we dialed up some Chamber of Commerce 
weather, it is always the people that make the difference, and 
that is you!

Thank you for all of your efforts and I hope you enjoyed the 
event as much as the people who attended it did.  We are look-
ing forward to next year’s open house and hope you will plan 
to join us again. If you have ideas that could help next year be 
even bigger and better, please let us know.  Grab your calendar 
and Save The Date for next year - see you on March 7, 2026!

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager, Town of Longboat Key

PO Box 8001
 Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-387-2200 
www.lbknews.com
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Dottie Rutledge



www.lbknews.com Friday, March 14, 2025  Page 13

Ads that work...     ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

En Provence
2161 Gulf of Mexico Drive #3

Longboat Key, FL 34228
3BR+Den / 3.5BA  |  3,800 SF

KeyArchitecture

Experience beachfront luxury in this spacious residence in the prestigious En Provence community on Longboat Key. A private elevator opens to a grand foyer with marble floors and tray 
ceilings. Expansive glass sliders in the living room frame Gulf views and lead to an oversized terrace featuring a built-in gas grill and outdoor cooking space. The kitchen is both stylish and 
functional, featuring a center island, white cabinetry, and white stone countertops. High-end appliances, including a natural gas cooktop, enhance the space, while an adjacent eat-in area, with 
Gulf views and a built-in desk, provides practicality. The primary suite offers terrace access and a spa-like bath with a soaking tub, dual vanities, a makeup area, and a glass-enclosed shower. Two 
guest suites each include en-suite baths and scenic views. A large office provides flexibility and could easily convert into a fourth bedroom. Additional features include an in-residence laundry 
room and 2 car garage.  Offered for sale by The Bruce Myer Group, Coldwell Banker Realty, Longboat Key, Florida, for $4,995,000.
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road • Sarasota, FL 34239

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & 
FACIAL REJUVENATION

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

We are THE Color experts on 
LBK - a Goldwell salon.  

Make your appointment today!

Celebrating 27 years
 on the island!

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides
Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront, 

and the Gulf Islands

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!
•  Direct Primary Care
•  Weight Management
•  Anti-Aging Care
•  Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600
www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo español

 
 

SARASOTA 
INTERIOR 
PAINTING, LLC

FULLY INSURED • OWNER OPERATED
CALL OR TEXT 941-900-9398 TODAY!

OWNER: DON HUBIAK
Instagram Page: @SarasotaInteriorPainting

 
 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR / CABINET

SARASOTA
PAINTING 

Ads that 
work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 

941.387.2200

Professional Home Watch & Concierge Service

CERTIFIED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED  •  TRUSTED

• Detailed Interior & Exterior Home Checks

• Time & Date Stamped Reporti ng & Photos

• Concierge Services to Fit Your Needs

• Home Maintenance Coordinati on

Cindy Jessup, Owner

941.915.1248
www.whcsarasota.com

SCAN ME

GREENWICH INTERIORS, LLC
Creating beautiful, functional 

residential and commercial spaces.

NANCY O’ROURKE, Principal
(941) 279-7500 

nancy@greenwichinteriors.com 
Greenwichinteriors.com

• New construction 
• Remodeling  
• Project management 

We bring your vision to life.
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FREEServing Siesta Key, Downtown Sarasota, Bird Key & St. Armands CircleMarch 14, 2025

See a Good Move, page 2

Country Club Shores turn-lane 
project begins bumpy on LBK

The turn-lane construction proj-
ect on the south end of Longboat 
Key has spurned numerous ques-
tions and concerns from residents. 

Most of the questions started 
when actual construction began 
over the past two weeks as drivers 
traversing one-mile of the road-
way at the Islandside Golf Course 
noticed that the entire Key Club 
property and golf course had a one-
foot high short construction fence 
that reclaimed a 15-foot right-of-
way that had been used for about 
50 years and has been covered 
with Oleander bushes and several 
Banyan trees. 

All of the construction will occur 
on the west side of Gulf of Mexico 
Drive and will include a widening 
of the bike path, a three-foot deep 
drainage culvert and the addition 
of 11 individual turn lanes, five 
of which will have raised, curbed 
medians. 

This is different than what the 
Town originally thought it was get-
ting and what exists on the rest of 
Gulf of Mexico Drive. The original 
idea was to add one long center 
turn lane where motorists could sit 

and turn into their community, or 
wait while exiting the community to 
find an opening in traffic. 

But the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) told the 
Town it will not approve such a 
design and what is being built will 
prevent motorists from using a cen-
ter turn lane as a passing lane where 
unfettered acceleration could occur. 

This has led to many Country 
Club Shores residents complaining 
that these medians will not fix the 

problem and in many ways will 
make stacking cars waiting to 
enter Gulf of Mexico Drive very 
difficult or impossible. The prob-
lem is each curbed median only 
allows one car to position itself at 
a time. 

At a recent meeting in Town 
Hall, Assistant Town Manager 
Isaac Brownman said the Town is 
going to try to work with FDOT 
to reduce the curb on the center 
medians by 20 to 25 feet to allow 

an additional car to stack. 
Brownman told the Commission 

that at a meeting with Country 
Club Shores residents, some said 
they are very upset with the project 
and that if there are going to be 
curbed medians they did not want 
the project. 

Other residents have objected 
to adding 15 feet of additional 
pavement and width to Gulf of 
Mexico Drive and taking back what 
was essentially green space that 
bloomed with Oleanders and buff-
ered the golf course for decades. 

Some of the residents said 
they were going to reach out to 
Tallahassee to tell FDOT their 
thoughts, but Brownman warned 
them that if the FDOT is told the 
citizens do not want the project, it 
could cause a problem with approv-
ing future projects.

That’s when Mayor Ken Schneier 
said, “This whole project was for 
Country Club Shores!”

Commissioner Penny Gold 
asked why the contract would not 
allow the construction at night and 
only between the hours of 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 

Brownman said that requiring 
working at night would likely cost 

Longboat business thrilled to have gone 
full circle following storm’s devastation

Sandra Smith who runs Longboat Key’s Secur-
All Insurance Agency has traveled full circle and 
couldn’t be happier. 

Sandra’s business on the Key began at the 
Colony Beach & Tennis Resort more than two 
decades ago, where she helped organize tennis 
matches and worked in the Pro Shop. That soon 
turned into a position at the Longboat Key Public 
Tennis Center where she worked day in and day 
out alongside its founders, Bob Mrachek and 
Dick Schlorff. And for anyone who knows Sandra 
Smith, she is a relationship-maker and networker 
extraordinaire. 

It was these connections along with her family’s 
insurance company that her father Robert Smith 
started in 1961 that led to the idea of opening 
Secur-All Insurance on Longboat Key. Sandra and 
her family decided to have a go at it, and in 2009 
they opened the first full-service insurance agency 
on Longboat Key ¬ Secur-All. 

The business was a boom. It was a combination 
of Sandra’s connections and diligence and the for-

Truist Bank Building. 
Back in 2009, SunTrust was the bank in 

operation and Sandra banked there and would 
almost daily walk by Realtor Andrew Vac’s 
office, which was adjacent to the SunTrust 
Bank. She became friends with Vac, who is also 
a person who knows just about everyone on 
Longboat Key, and when she learned that his 
office was available to lease she pounced and 
it became the headquarters of Secur-All for the 
next decade. 

An unfortunate clause
The location was perfect says Smith. And 

the reason is in many ways most residents and 
visitors to Longboat Key must travel in front 
of the Truist Building on any given day. If you 
go to Town Hall, Publix, the post office or 
the public tennis center, Secur-All’s sign and 
building stood prominent. But the good times 
became difficult.

When Truist replaced SunTrust in 2019 
and bought the building, Secur-All discovered 
the abrupt news that their lease would not be 
renewed because the ownership entity had its 
own insurance company interest and would 
not lease to another insurance company. 

Sandra moved her business to 6350 Gulf 
of Mexico Drive, a commercial building just 

Some residents said they are upset with the project and that if there are 
going to be curbed medians they did not want the project. The Town is 
going to try and cajole FDOT into “field adjustments.”

The entire office and opera-
tion resembled a sand dune 
more than an insurance 
agency. Now, things are 
looking sunnier than ever.

A Family business. Brother and sister 
Adam and Sandra Smith with the com-
pany founder and their father, Robert 
Smith.
tunate location of their office across from Town 
Hall at 510 Bay Isles Road, which is now the 
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595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

     CHASE MYER  (941) 315-5318                

Learn more at www.BruceMyer.com

  BRUCE MYER  (941) 376-5311          

#2 COLDWELL BANKER DUO TEAM IN THE NATION

COREY’S LANDING  •  $2,800,000
3444 MISTLETOE LANE

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
4BR/3.5BA  •  2,836 SF  •  Upgraded   

THE MARK • $1,350,000
 111 S. PINEAPPLE AVE., #1004

SARASOTA, FL  
2BR/2.5BA  • 1,513 SF  •City views

REGENT PLACE  •  $4,495,000
675 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #22A   

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR+DEN/4BA • 3,654 SF • Beachfront

FAIRWAY BAY  •  $649,000
 1932 HARBOURSIDE DR., #242

LONGBOAT KEY, FL 
2BR/2.5BA  •  1,192 SF  •  Bay views

BAYPORT BEACH & TENNIS  CLUB  •  $895,000
520 BAYPORT WAY 
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 

2BR/2BA  •  1,456 SF  •  Gulf to Bay 

PROMENADE  •  $2,250,000
1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #401 

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3BA  •  2,100 SF • Gulf & Bay views

ISLANDER CLUB  •  $799,000
2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #85N

 LONGBOAT KEY,  FL 
2BR/2BA •  1,235 SF  

LONGBOAT KEY TOWERS  •  $1,595,000
603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #1102N

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA  • 1,458 SF  •  Gulf & Bay views

GRAND BAY  •  $1,595,000
3060 GRAND BAY BLVD. #113

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,550 SF • Fully Furnished

ORCHID BEACH CLUB • $2,850,000
2050 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR. #A601

SARASOTA, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  3,242  •  Beach/Bay views

LBK YACHT & TENNIS CLUB - $869,900
4215 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #103

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA • 1,497 • Furnished

MARINA BAY  •  $1,999,000
2550 HARBOURSIDE DR., #322

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2.5BA  •  2,830 • Updated

L’AMBIANCE • $2,995,000
415 L’AMBIANCE DR., #C404

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,820 SF • Furnished

HARBOR OAKS  •  $1,095,000
2129 HARBOURSIDE DR., #901

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2.5BA  •  2,219 SF • Golf views

GRAND BAY  •  $1,795,000
3010 GRAND BAY BLVD. #482

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,250 SF • Furnished

EMERALD POINTE NORTH - $1,899,000
2065 HARBOUR LINKS DRIVE

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,865 SF  •  Updated

NOW PENDING

GRAND BAY  •  $1,525,000
3060 GRAND BAY BLVD., #124

 LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2.5BA • 2,550 SF • Updated

NOW PENDING

MARINA BAY • $2,695,000
2410 HARBOURSIDE DR., #121

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR+FAMILY ROOM/3.5BA  •  3,825 SF 

FAIRWAY BAY  •  $995,000
1900 HARBOURSIDE DR., #102

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2.5BA  •  1,590 • Updated • Boat Dock

EN PROVENCE  •  $4,995,000
2161 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #3

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  3,800 SF • Gulf front terrace

JUST LISTED JUST LISTED

No Realtor has listed or sold more Longboat Key Properties
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