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1. Basic Facts 

 Initiative: India–France Year of 

Innovation (2026) 
 Purpose: Promote cooperation in technology 

& research 
 Focus areas: AI, defence, digital technology 

2.Strategic Background 

 India–France Strategic Partnership started in 

1998 
 Strong cooperation in: 

o Defence 

o Indo-Pacific region 

o Space & nuclear energy 

3. Key Areas of Cooperation 

� Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

 Both countries support: 

o Safe AI 

o Ethical AI 

o Human-centric AI development 

� Defence Cooperation 

 India purchased Rafale fighter jets 

 Manufactured by Dassault Aviation 

 Strengthens India’s air power 

� Innovation & Start-ups 

 Collaboration between: 

o Start-ups 

o Scientists 

o Tech companies 

                            : 

o                (AI) 

o          (Defence) 

o                      
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 Boosts research partnerships 
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