
Arson 
attack

Thursday March 26, 2026 Phone: (04) 587 1660Sunday 15-20Today 15-18 Friday 16-22 Saturday 15-20

By Frank Neill

A cell phone tower was set alight 
in Wadestown in the early hours of 
Tuesday 24 March.

The cell phone tower on Sefton Street, 
“opposite Le Maquis Cafe was set 
alight,” Wharangi/Onslow Western 
Ward Counillor Diane Calvert told the 
‘Independent Herald’ follwoing the fire.

Continued on page 2.

Cr Diane Calvert in front of the cell 
phone tower that was set alight in the 
early hours of Tuesday. Photo: supplied.
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I recently hosted a meeting which included 
local property developers and 
representatives from the City and Regional 
Councils.  The background for the meeting 
was the need to ensure all people involved in 
providing more housing in our electorate, 
whether it be those building them or those 
regulating and permitting that building, 
understand the issues which govern the 
ability to build the houses everyone agrees 
we need.

There are essentially two types of 
development; greenfields and brownfields.
Greenfields means building on currently 
undeveloped land, typically ex farmland on 
the edges of current urban areas, where 
infrastructure like sewers, water supply and 
other essential services don’t exist are 
usually built by the developer.  

Brownfields development means rebuilding 
on existing sites, and there has been 
considerable discussion in recent times 
around how much intensification should be 
allowed in existing suburbs, especially 
changing of height limits to allow for more 
apartments.

Both have their advantages and 
disadvantages; the Regional Council in 
particular see their role to prevent more 

runoff and other material ending up in our 
harbours, especially the Porirua harbour in 
the case of development north of 
Johnsonville and Newlands. The Wellington 
City Council are concerned that the existing 
infrastructure cannot handle the pressure it 
comes under when new housing areas are 
developed. Existing infrastructure is aging 
and needs upgrading across our city, as 
evidenced by recent pipe failures. An 
advantage of intensification of existing areas 
means more people, therefore more 
ratepayers to pay for those upgrades.

Developers of course need to make a profit, 
and wish to keep their compliance costs as 
low as possible. Many believe the Resource 
Management Act is too cumbersome. We as 
government for our part have undertaken to 
rewrite that act.
The feedback was good, but the success will 
be when there are sufficient affordable 
houses to meet demand. That is certainly my 
goal as your MP.

That, and of course having a vibrant and 
functioning Johnsonville Shopping Centre we 
can all be proud of.   

There’s plenty to be getting on with.

Since Covid arrived, it seems every 
few months we all get to learn a bit 
more about our world; the supply 
chain issue was one big learning we 
got, as the flow of goods around 
the world was affected, and with 
that, prices of things we buy in New 
Zealand.   It’s easy to blame price 
fluctuations on events like  the 
closure of the Straits of Hormuz; 
however what is important is to 
remove these events from the 
equation and look at how  inflation 
and unemployment were tracking 
before those shocks; and they were 
on the way up here in New Zealand 
way before Trump decided to 
bomb Iran, despite promises by the 
Government to bring levels down.  
The war will become something 
of a smokescreen for clear failures 
to address our economic issues, 
as evidenced by one credit rating 
agency putting the Government 
on a downgrade-watch, based on 
observations made way before 
the Iran war even started.   If our 
credit rating gets downgraded, 

the cost of borrowing money rises. 
For all the criticism being levelled 
today, New Zealand’s credit rating 
actually improved under the last 
Government.
Certainly, the war is already 
impacting the world in many 
ways, not least of all having all the 
decisions made by one man on 
twitter, or Truth Social.   Once again, 
it just shows why we need a strong 
rules-based system both locally 
and internationally, and smart well-
informed people either making the 
decisions or advising those who 
do.  Politicians only doing what’s 
popular, as opposed to what is right, 
is how you get to the problems our 
current City Council is having to 
deal with from a lack of investment 
in infrastructure over the years. I 
am often approached as an MP by 
individuals strong on opinions and 
short on facts with all the answers.  
Luckily, they don’t get to be the 
most powerful politician in the 
world.  It appears though, that one 
like them has.
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Police investigating cell tower fire
Continued from page 1.

Fire and Emergency New Zea-
land received a call to the fire at 
3:21am and the Thorndon Fire 
Brigade responded.
The Police also attended and are 
investigating both this fire and 
also an earlier one that occurred at 
this same cell phone tower.
Detective Senior Sergeant Dean 
Simpson says Police were notified 
of the cellphone tower being on 
fire about 3.30am on Tuesday.
“During the course of our enquir-
ies, we’ve established it is the 
second fire-related incident at 
the tower.
“A member of the public reported 
seeing what appeared to be fire 
damage to a wooden retaining 
wall at the base of the tower on 
Saturday.
“Wellington Police are investigat-
ing both incidents and we would 
like to speak with anyone who 
may have witnessed suspicious 
activity around the tower in the 
past days.
“Cell towers are important in-
frastructure and we take this 
offending seriously.”
Anyone with information is asked 
to make a report at 105.police.
govt.nz, clicking ‘Update report’, 
or by calling 105. Please reference 
the file number 260324/5619. 
Alternatively, information can 
also be provided anonymously 
through Crime Stoppers on 0800 
555 111.
“Fire and Emergency New Zea-

land (FENZ) was alerted to a 
grass fire and cell phone tower fire 
at Sefton Street in Wadestown at 
3.21am on Monday 24 March,” a 
FENZ spokesperson says.
“A power pole on fire had caused 
the grass beneath it to catch fire. 
“One firefighting truck from 
Thorndon responded, extin-
guished the fire, and had left the 
scene by 4.34am. 
“An investigation into the fire is 
under way.”
It is “very obvious” the fire wasn’t 
accidental, a spokesperson for the 
Wadestown Residents Association 
says.
It was “probably lit by someone 
who is anti 5G.
“I was talking to a couple of 
neighbours and they said that at 
about 3am there was a loud bang 
and shortly afterwards the fire 
brigade turned up.”
As a result of the fire the cell 
phone tower is basically “to-
tally destroyed,” the spokesperson 
says.
“All the gear on the top of it is 
completely melted and there is a 
lot of fibre debris all around it,” 
he said on Tuesday.
“There is a strong smell of burn-
ing at the moment.”
It would be good if the Police can 
catch the perpetrator or perpetra-
tors, he adds.
Cr Calvert yesterday received an 
update from the company that 
manages the cellphone tower 
infrastructure.
This update says: “We have 

The top of the cell phone tower that was destroyed by fire this 
week. Photo: Greg Hyland.
secured the site and wrapped it so 
debris won’t come down while we 
get an engineers structural report.
“It is offline and unfortunately 
will affect coverage on the One 
NZ network.
“We expect it to remain offline for 

4/5 weeks to enable new equip-
ment to be ordered and installed.
“We will likely have to remove the 
tower as well.
“Unfortunately we don’t have 
a temporary solution due to the 
topography and site challenges.”
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New track for 
Birdwood Reserve
By Frank Neill

K�K� (Karori Kaitiaki), in partnership 
with Rotary Wellington, is working 
towards developing a new track through 
Karori’s Birdwood Reserve.

To help raise funds for the project, 
K�K� held a very successful quiz event 
at the Karori Tap House on Sunday 15 
March.

More than 50 enthusiastic qizzers 
battled it out.

“The winner was, without doubt, 
the Birdwood Reserve Track project,” 
K�K� says.

“Thank you all that came and supported 
this event.

“Imagine this: You have just parked 
your car in the Zealandia overflow 
carpark at Appleton Park, corner of 
Birdwood and Chaytor Streets, or got off 
the bus here.

“You cross at the traffic lights then 
immediately walk down a number of 
steps into Birdwood Reserve.

“You listen to k�k�, kereru, tui and other 
birdsong.

“You will hear the Kaiwharawhara 
stream as it enters the culvert under Bird-
wood carpark while exiting the reserve 
on its way, meandering along various 
suburbs and �tari Wilton Bush, before 
emptying into the harbour in Thorndon.

“You will walk along the stream to-
wards Zealandia, listening to the babbling 
waters. You will cross a new bridge over 
the stream.

“You will enjoy the rushing waters of 
the stream over the weir and into St. 
John’s Pool.

“Soon, you will walk up out of the 
Reserve onto Waiapu Road. Just metres 
away will be Zealandia Visitor Centre.”

This is what the new track will be 
like.

Fundraising for the new track is contin-
uing. People who wish to donate to this 
environmental project can contact karori.
kaitiaki@gmail.com or go to www.
birdwoodreserve.com.

Some of the crowd at the quiz night to raise funds for a new track in Birdwood Reserve.  
Photo: Supplied.
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Heroes day

The Wellington Region Emergency 
Management Office (WREMO) and John-
sonville Shopping Centre are holding a 
Community Heroes Day! (Takatū Together) 
from 10am to 1pm on Saturday 28 March 
in the Johnsonville Shopping Centre 
car park. “This event is all about coming 
together, celebrating our local heroes, and 
strengthening our community – Takatū 
Together,” WREMO says.

“Community groups are welcome to 
have a stall. Interactive activities also 
welcomed. 

“We have a number of community 
groups, such as Lions, Community Patrol 
and Kiwi Community Assistance attend-
ing, as well as Fire, Police, and Ambulance. 

“We would love to have lots of com-
munity groups, whether with a stall or 
activity.” There is no cost to community 
groups for having a stall or activity. People 
who are interested are asked to contact 
heather.mccaskill@wremo.nz.
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TRANSFORM YOUR VIEW TODAY
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  Exciting new fabrics     Wide range of blinds 
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2 Hukatai Street, Elsdon 3 1 1

Deadline Sale 1:00pm Wednesday 15 April 2026 

Jane Mather - J2
021 339 623

Josh Tararo - Team Tararo
021 025 46270

If you've been waiting for a project with serious upside, this is it. 

2 Hukatai Street, Elsdon is a 3-bedroom brick home with a concrete tile roof, 
sitting proudly on a generous 764m² section. Yes, it needs work. Yes, it's 
being sold as is, where is. And yes - the potential here is undeniable.

This is the kind of property that gets builders, developers and savvy 
investors leaning in a little closer.

Bring your vision. Bring your builder. Bring your calculator.

Newlands Community 
Neighbours Day

Residents of Newlands gathered at Ng� Hau 
e Wh� o Papar�rangi Marae on Saturday 14 
March for the annual Community Neigh-
bours Day, an event focused on bringing 
people together and strengthening local 
connections. 

Held from 1pm to 3pm at the marae in Lad-
brooke Drive, the family-friendly afternoon 
offered entertainment and activities for all 
ages, along with free refreshments and a 
traditional h�ngĪ available for purchase.

The event continues to grow in popularity 
each year, reflecting the strong community 
spirit in the area. 

Alongside local families, a number of 
community leaders attended, including the 

now local MP Ginny Andersen , M�ori Ward 
Councillor Matthew Rewiti, and Deputy 
Mayor Ben McNulty, all showing their sup-
port for the initiative.

With the electorate boundary changes, 
Newlands is now in the Hutt South electorate, 
where Ms Andersen lives and which she 
represented in the last triennium. 

Event organiser Leighsah Rawiri says 
the day is about creating opportunities 
for neighbours to meet, connect and build 
relationships in a welcoming environment.

“It’s about bringing people together in a 
space that feels like home,” she says. 

A strong community focus was evident, 
with attendees encouraged to bring non-

perishable food items to support the local 
foodbank.

The initiative highlights the marae’s ongo-
ing role not just as a cultural hub, but as a 
centre for community care and support. 

Ng� Hau e Wh� o Papar�rangi Marae has 
long been a cornerstone of the Newlands 
community, hosting events that foster 
inclusiveness and connection across diverse 
groups.

With a mix of culture, hospitality and 
community spirit, Neighbours Day once 
again proved to be a highlight on the local 
calendar – reinforcing the value of coming 
together and looking out for one another. 

The h�ngi was delicious too.

At the Newlands Community Neighbours Day (from left) Deputy Mayor Ben McNulty, local MP Ginny 
Andersen and Māori Ward Councillor Matthew Reweti. Photo: Supplied.
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Exhibition highlights 
urgent housing need
A powerful new photographic exhibition 

and graphic novel was unveiled at the 
Wellington Cathedral of St Paul yesterday, 
25 March.

The exhibition, ‘Listen Up!’ by local doc-
umentary photographer David Cook, shines 
a spotlight on the urgent housing challenges 
facing older New Zealanders.

Bringing the voices of seniors into one of 
Wellington’s most iconic public spaces is 
both timely and necessary, David says.

“During a 10-week residency at Te Matariki 
Tai Ora / The Arts Centre in Christchurch, 
I worked with Christchurch Methodist 
Mission (CMM) and other housing providers 
to meet 24 seniors and kaum�tua who gen-
erously shared their experiences of housing 
stress, insecurity, and hope.

“The photographs and graphic novel come 
directly from their stories.” 

‘Listen Up!’ is a central feature of the 
national launch of CMM Doors to Dignity 
campaign, which calls for cross-party com-
mitment to sustained government investment 
in secure, affordable housing for older people. 

CMM Executive Director Jill Hawkey says 
the exhibition amplifies a crisis that can no 
longer be ignored.

“Older people are facing increasing pres-
sures that can lead to homelessness, housing 
stress and serious health impacts.

“As our population ages the need for 
secure, affordable and accessible housing 
has become urgent.” 

The Doors to Dignity campaign was 
launched to push for meaningful national 
action, Jill says.

“Investing in suitable social housing for 

older people is not only a practical solution, 
it’s a commitment to ensuring that every New 
Zealander can age with dignity, stability and 
respect.” 

Visitors will be invited to take one simple 
action to help grow momentum for the call 
for sustained government investment in 
housing for older people by signing CMM’s 
parliamentary petition at doorstodignity.nz/
take-action, Jill says. 

The exhibition will be open to the public 
today and tomorrow from 9am to 5pm, Satur-
day 28 March from 9 am to 3 pm, Sunday 29 
March from noon to 3 pm, Monday 30 March 
to Tuesday 31 March from 9am to 5 pm, and 
Wednesday 1 April from 9am to 2pm. 

Documentary photographer David Cook. 
Photo: Supplied. “Family working for 

Families in Tasman”
The Homestead is in the 

heart of Wakefield Village. 

Helping to make a positive  
difference in people’s lives.

Tel: 03 541 8995  10 Edward Street, Wakefield, Tasman                                               
www.wakefield homestead.co.nz
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Business 
confidence 
rising fast

Wellington Mayor Andrew Little has 
welcomed the results of the latest Wel-
lington business confidence survey, which 
showed confidence was rising fast in the 
Capital. 

The Wellington Chamber of Commerce 
has released its latest quarterly survey, 
covering the final three months of 2025. 

The Q4 business confidence score of 
43.9% almost tripled from 15% in the Q3 
survey, and 55% think the new Mayor 
will have a positive impact on the local 
economy. 

“It’s encouraging to see confidence 
strengthening across Wellington’s business 
sector,” the Mayor says.

“When our local businesses thrive, Wel-
lington City thrives.

“It’s been a tough few years and we’re not 
out of the woods yet, but I’m pleased to see 
confidence returning,” Mr Little says. 

“The challenge remains to keep building 
on recent successes, maintain positive 
momentum and grow the local economy. 

“While I’m pleased to see positive senti-
ment toward my new leadership, this is only 
the beginning of a long road ahead to lift 
Wellington’s economy to generate growth 
and high-value jobs for our people.” 

Mayor Little says confidence among 
the business sector in the City Council’s 
performance to support local businesses 
remained low with a sentiment score of 

-56.1%, despite improving 13.0 percentage 
points over the previous quarter. 

“Business confidence in the council 
remains low, and I’m determined to improve 
this. 

“We must strengthen our efforts to 
improve the outlook for our local business 
sector. Sixty-two percent of respondents 
are unsatisfied with council’s economic 
leadership. 

“This confirms the challenge ahead of 
Council to demonstrate it understands the 
conditions the business sector is operating 
in, and the need to be appropriately sup-
portive. 

“Council and WellingtonNZ continue to 
work hard to stimulate the local economy 
through events and tourism, and we’re 
seeing early signs of success to diversify 
the economy. 

“Our creative industries have laid a solid 
foundation for fintech companies to begin 
to really take off in Wellington. 

“The fact that homegrown HNRY now 
has its name on Wellington Stadium, and 
the likes of Sharesies are building a huge 
portfolio of clients in New Zealand and 
around the world, shows that our economy 
is diversifying and is poised for further 
success,” the Mayor says.

The survey is available on the Wellington 
Chamber of Commerce website, www.wecc.
org.nz/news.

Wellington’s Mayor Andrew Little. Photo: Supplied.

Buses replacing trains
Buses will replace train services on the 

Johnsonville, K�piti, Hutt Valley and 
Wairarapa lines during Easter and ANZAC 
day long weekends. 

From Friday 3 to Monday 6 April and Sun-
day 26 to Monday 27 April, KiwiRail will 
continue work to strengthen the network 
and prepare for the new trains coming in 
2028-29, which will bring faster and more 
frequent services to the Wairarapa and 
ManawatŪ lines. 

Greater Wellington Public Transport 
Committee Chair Ros Connelly says long 
weekends remain the best opportunity to 
complete rail upgrades to minimise the 
impact on passengers. 

“Like all assets, the rail network must have 
timely maintenance and renewal work done 
to ensure that our Metlink trains can keep 
running,” Cr Connelly says. 

“We do everything we can to avoid rail 
closures at peak times on busy weekdays, 
and long weekends allow a significant 
amount of work to be done in a short time. 

KiwiRail’s planned network upgrades in-

clude track and rail replacements, preparing 
sites along the Hutt and K�piti lines for new 
substations, and continuing cabling works to 
activate upgraded signals and barrier arms 
on the Wairarapa Line. 

“We’re making the line ready to carry new 
trains and more services, shift freight, and 
play our part in building a high-quality, low 
carbon transport network for the region,” 
KiwiRail general manager for Wellington 
Metro Andy Lyon says.

“To get these big jobs done we need unin-
terrupted time on tracks, so we’re making 
the most of this long weekend with fewer 
people commuting.

“We know taking trains out of service 
to work on the lines is disruptive, and we 
appreciate your patience.” 

All bus replacing train services will depart 
from Platform 10 at Wellington Station and 
from designated bus replacement stops at 
other locations. 

Passengers are encouraged to plan ahead 
by checking timetables on the Metlink 
website or app before travelling. 

Ideas on Council 
engagement wanted

Wellington City Council is inviting Wel-
lingtonians to share their ideas on how the 
Council engages with communities, and 
what it can do to improve.

“This will strengthen how we listen, 
collaborate, make decisions and deliver on 
what matters most to our communities,” 
the Council says.

People can fill out a survey on engage-
ment by visiting www.letstalk.wellington.
govt.nz/participate-poneke.

More information about the engagement 
is on that page.

Survey forms and flyers are also available 
at libraries.

The engagement is open until midnight 
on 12 April.

The Council is also consulting on a 
review of noise rules contained in the 
Wellington District Plan.

The Council is drafting some changes 
to the noise rules to support local events, 
manage construction noise, and other 
small fixes.

“We would like to understand com-
munity views on these changes before 
we formally notify the changes for public 
submissions, the Council says.

People are asked to provide feedback by 
5pm on 10 April.

People can provide feedback by visiting 
www.letstalk.wellington.govt.nz/noise.

A third area the Council is reviewing is its 
Development Contributions Policy.

Development Contributions are charges 
that help the Council to pay for new or 
upgraded infrastructure, such as roads, 
water, sewage and community facilities 
required to support new residential or 
commercial growth.

The Council is proposing targeted 
changes to the existing current policy.

More information is available at www.
letstalk.wellington.govt.nz/development-
contributions-policy, and people can 
also provide feedback via a link on that 
page.

Feedback is open until 5pm on 2 April.

Survey on giving
People in Wellington are being encouraged 

to take part in a national survey exploring 
how New Zealanders give and what makes 
giving easier or harder. 

The Giving in Aotearoa New Zealand 
Survey, led by Community Foundations 
of Aotearoa New Zealand, aims to build 
a clearer picture of generosity across the 
country including here in Wellington. 

Nikau Foundation CEO Em Lewis says 
it’s important that voices from the local 
community are well represented. 

“Giving in Wellington takes many forms, 
from donating and volunteering, to sup-
porting wh�nau, and backing local causes,” 
Em says. 

“We want to build a strong future for our 
communities. We need to understand what 

generosity looks like here in Wellington and 
what helps it thrive.”

The survey looks at giving in all its forms, 
not just financial donations. It also explores 
what motivates people to give and what 
sometimes gets in the way. 

Everyone is encouraged to participate, 
whether they give regularly, occasionally 
or not at all. 

The survey takes 10 minutes, is anony-
mous and is open to anyone living in 
Aotearoa, New Zealand. 

Participants can also choose to enter a 
draw to direct a $1,000 donation to a charity 
of their choice. People in Wellington can 
take part on the Community Foundations of 
Aotearoa New Zealand website. The survey 
is open until 27 April.

NEWS TIPS Send your tips to 
herald@wsn.co.nz



Compost finished plants
Reduce watering of chilli plants
Protect veges from caterpillars
Guard against frost
Divide summer perennials

April brings shorter days but they are often still warm, so this month is 
ideal for tidying up and nourishing the garden ready for winter crops. 
While it still fairly mild, watch out for the transition to winter in the air.

NOVEMBER

 � Continue to plant winter vegetable crops.
 � Sow seed and plant winter flowering annuals.
 � Get spring flowering bulbs in the ground – early April is the last 

opportunity to do this. If it gets too late consider tulips as they can be 
planted as the weather cools.

 � Landscape your garden. April is the perfect time for this as it’s not too 
hot or too cold and you can plant trees and shrubs.

 � Prune existing hedges and plant new ones.
 � Do a final clean-up in the garden before winter sets in.
 � Maintain lawns and sow new ones before the weather  

gets to cold and wet.

Tulip bulbs
Autumn flowers
Potted colour
Japanese anemones
Camellias
Winter veges
Regenerate nitrogen 
in empty beds

KITCHEN GARDEN

KEY POINTS FOR THIS MONTH

PLANTING MAINTENANCE

APRIL

Tips & tricks to keep your garden 
looking great all year round!

PETONE
25 Bouverie Street
Phone: 569 8311

UPPER HUTT
9 Park Street
Phone: 527 2227

PORIRUA
3 Semple Street
Phone: 233 8009

Big Range, Low Price, Local Advice. Nice.

 � Sow green crops of lupin and mustard in any 
empty spaces of your vegetable garden for digging 
into the soil for green manure.

 � Harvest the last of summer crops.
 � Remove all finished vegetable plants from the 

garden; put them in the compost bin rather than 
digging in to the soil.

 � Prepare for winter crops by adding compost and 
sheep pellets to the top layer of soil.

 � Sow seeds: beetroot, broccoli, broad beans, 
cabbage, carrots, onions, radish, spinach, silverbeet. 
Transplant to the garden as the weather warms 
and when they are showing at least two sets of 
true leaves.

 � Broad beans can be planted directly in to the soil, 
stagger the sowing for a continuous harvest.

 � Plant seedlings: broccoli, brussels sprouts, cabbage, 
cauliflower, celery, leeks, lettuce, silverbeet 
and spinach.

 � Garlic and shallots can be planted in 
warmer regions.

 � Get a last crop of peas in before winter, in warmer 
areas you can also get away with snow peas.

 � Dust your cauliflowers, broccoli and brussels 
sprouts with Derris Dust to protect them from 
white butterfly and diamond back moth.

 � Protect seedlings from slugs and snails, scatter bait 
around each plant.

Paint  
Projects  
Sorted.

Scan to view the 

April gardening 

 checklist video  
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EASTER CHURCH SERVICES
2026
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PALM SUNDAY  29 MAR
GOOD FRIDAY  3 APR 

EASTER SUNDAY  5 APR

EASTER SERVICES
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10 AM, ST NINIAN’S
10 AM, ST NINIAN’S
10 AM, ST ANSELM’S

������������

�����������
����������� ��	�����

"Give us passion, give us fire; make us transform the 
world from what it is, to what you have created it to be." 

Anglican Movement (Wellington/Taranaki)

Hope Centre

Speaker: Ian Wright from
Invercargill Christian Centre
Date: Sunday 5 April
Time: 10am
Venue:
12 Centennial Highway,  
Ngauranga Gorge, Wellington 

Easter Sunday falls on April 5, 2026. Since it's just 
around the corner, many churches in the Wellington 
region have already finalised their Holy Week 
schedules.

Here are the times of services and events for some of 
the congregations and communities across the city.



UNWANTED OR BROKEN GOLD & SILVER  
JEWELLERY, COINS, WAR MEDALS,  

OLD BANKNOTES AND VINTAGE WATCHES

DO YOU HAVE ANY OF THE ABOVE?
GETTING OLDER? NEED TO START GETTING RID OF THINGS?

THEN ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS…
 Shouldn’t I be selling now at these extremely high gold and silver prices?
 Isn’t money better off in my pocket rather than having things sitting around?
 Will the kids or grandchildren really want or appreciate them?
 Shall I give them the items or give them the money instead?
 Will a museum really want them considering how much they already have in storage?
 Will they be secure in an earthquake or other disaster?
 Do I have the expertise or inclination to try and sell them myself on the internet?

JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) LIMITED
LEVEL 1, HARCOURT’S BUILDING

215 MAIN ROAD, TAWA
WELLINGTON 5028

CALLERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE – AMPLE FREE STREET PARKING
Please bring suitable photo ID and bank account details

Tel: 04 232 9832 Or email: info@bertrand.co.nz

Members of the Australasian 
Numismatic Dealers Association  
and the New Zealand Numismatic 
Dealers Association

John Bertrand - The Trusted name in Numismatics Since 1965

WE ARE BUYING NOW!

YOU KNOW THE ANSWERS – WE WANT TO BUY – SO CASH IN NOW!
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To advertise on this Page contact Brenda NOW
Brenda Ingram-Johnson Sales M: 021 640 152 E: brenda@wsn.co.nz

Talk to your
LOCAL PHARMACY

Unichem Cuba Mall
Open 7 days

�������������������������!����"������#��$

Mon- Fri 8am-6pm Sat 9-5
Sun and Public Holidays 10-5

 Johnsonville Medical 
Centre Pharmacy

2 Trafalgar Street, JOHNSONVILLE

Michele Thompson
Phone: 920-8844

OPENING HOURS: 

Mon-Wed: 8:30am - 8pm
Thurs/Fri: 8:30am - 6:00pm. Sat: 9:30am - 12:30pm

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Located between
Countdown & the Warehouse 

Johnsonville

Ear piercing 
Instant Passport photos

Vaccinations 
 Diagnostic + Health 

checks
Unit dose packaging 
Smoking Cessation

Mon - Fri: 9am - 7pm
Sat: 9am - 6pm
Sun: 10am - 5pm

59 Johnsonville Road
P: 04 477 9513
F: 04 477 1963

With petrol prices rising and fuel 
shortage appearing on the horizon 
Wellingtonians are already starting 
to migrate from using private 
vehicles to public transport.

Initial data shows an increase of 
train and bus trips in the last two 
weeks Metlink group manager Sa-
mantha Gain says.

“By comparing last week to the 
same time last year, we know there 
are 3% more people on board trains 
and buses which is a strong reversal 
of the declines we had been recently 
seeing,” she says.

“Historically there has been a cor-
relation between higher oil prices 
and increased public transport use, 
so we expect passenger numbers to 
continue to rise.”

Metlink is working with operators 
to monitor any potential fuel im-
pactson services in line with itsbusi-
ness continuity plan, which sets out 
how services will operate under 
varying levels of disruption.

“Our preparations are thorough 
and extensive, and should this issue 
escalate, we will take direction from 
MBIE on a nationally coordinated 

approach and keep our passengers 
informed of any service changes,” 
Ms Gain says.

“From April, we will be launch-
ing e-pay, enabling people to pay 
with their VISA and Mastercard 
debit and credit cards as well as 
smart devices, making it easier for 
people to give public transport a 
go,” she adds.

Greater Wellington chair Cr 
Daran Ponter has penned a letter 
alongside Auckland Transport 
and Environment Canterbury urg-
ing the Government to push more 

people towards public transport to 
help keep the economy going, help 
minimise the impact of rising fuel 
costs on Kiwis, and help the Gov-
ernment manage its precious fuel 
supply.

“Simply put, we need to move 
the most amount of people with 
the least amount of fuel and public 
transport is designed to do exactly 
that,” Cr Ponter says. 

“With most Metlink trains running 
on electricity, 25% of the bus fleet 
being EVs and the Ika Rere electric 
ferry, our public transport is able to 

move more people using less fuel 
than any other transport option. 

“In our letter, we have suggest-
ed the Government actively encour-
age the use of public transport rather 
than working from home.

“Supporting and encouraging 
the use of public transport would 
limit any impact on the economy 
and productivity, and actively sup-
port those workers who are unable 
to work from home to continue 
to deliver important services,” Cr 
Ponter says.

People moving from petrol to public transport

K E L B U R N 
P H A R M A C Y

Opening hours:
Monday - Friday 8am-5.30pm, 

Sat 9am-2pm

Phone 04 475 9512
Email: Kelburn@psl2022.nz

1 Upland Road, Kelburn

We know when our children are sick, they go 
from being active and alert to quiet, grumpy, 
sleepy, clingy and wanting more cuddles. Often 
they lose interest in food.  

The most common general signs of illness are 
fever, pain, vomiting, diarrhoea, cough, headache 
and rash. Fever (body temperature above 37°C) 
indicates that the body is ‘fighting’ infection from 
either bacteria or viruses. 

Children’s natural defence mechanisms are less 
well-developed than adults’ immune systems, so 
children are at higher risk of infections.

Fever accompanied by cough, runny or blocked 
nose and headache can signify the common 
cold. “Ask us about our Children’s Pain & Fever 
fact card”, recommend Self Care pharmacists, 
“because this has a lot of helpful hints for looking 
after sick children. Also it indicates what other 

signs to look out for in children that 
indicate more serious illnesses.” 

Keeping your child comfortable 
in bed, giving plenty of fluids, and 
using liquid medicines such as 
paracetamol or ibuprofen to reduce 
fever, are best when your child has 
a cold. 

“But” advice from Self Care 
pharmacists is “use proper med-
icine-measuring spoons when 
measuring-out doses of liquid med-
icines. Don’t use kitchen teaspoons 
because they are not accurate, the 
volume varies from spoon to spoon, 
and your child will not receive the 
correct dose of medicine.”  

It is important to look out for sore 
throats in children as it can lead to 
Rheumatic Fever. This is a serious 
illness that affects mainly Maori 
and Pacific children and young 
people, aged four and above. 

Sore throats generally clear up by 
themselves but “strep” sore throats 
can lead to rheumatic fever and 
rheumatic heart disease which can 
be life threatening. It is important 
to check up children with sore 
throats so if they do have a “strep” 
sore throat they can be treated 
with antibiotics and stop the illness 
progressing any further. 

If you are unsure then get in touch 
with your pharmacist, doctor or 
nurse.

Parents can encourage their chil-
dren to take simple steps to help 
prevent the spread of some illnesses. 

Children should cover their 

mouths and noses when they sneeze 
and cough, and then wash their 
hands straight after. Washing hands 
is also VERY important after going 
to the toilet, and before eating. They 
should not share cups and drink 
bottles, nor spoons and other eating 
utensils. Tissues are best for blow-
ing noses, and then they should be 
thrown away immediately after use. 

Immunisation is generally one 
of the most effective ways of pro-
tecting children against infections 
that can cause serious diseases and 
associated complications (including 
death). 

All forms of immunisation work 
by causing the body to produce an 
immune response, in the same way 
it would if exposed to the disease 
but without the child suffering all 
the symptoms and consequences. 
In the future, when the child comes 
into contact with the disease, the 
immune system responds quickly 
and helps prevent the child devel-
oping the disease. 

The World Health organisation 
and the Ministry of Health rec-
ommend immunisation for your 
children. However there may be 
cases where it is not suitable to 
immunise and it is important to 
see your pharmacist or doctor 
regarding possible risks and/or 
contraindications. 

Children with asthma or allergies, 
or who are recovering from an 
illness, such as a common cold, can 
be immunised. 

PROTECTING YOUR 
CHILD’S HEALTH

Free immunisation, at specific 
times in a child’s life according to the 
Ministry of Health’s immunisation 
schedule, is available to all children 
in New Zealand, to protect against 
a number of diseases – diphtheria, 
haemophilus influenzae type b (a 
cause of childhood meningitis), 
pneumococcal disease, hepatitis 
B, measles, mumps, rubella, polio, 
tetanus and whooping cough. 

Side effects from vaccines can 

sometimes occur and include redness 
and soreness at the injection site. 
There may also be mild fever. 

While these symptoms may be 
upsetting at the time, the benefit is 
protection from the disease. More 
serious reactions to immunisation 
are very rare. Ask your Self Care 
pharmacists for a copy of the Chil-
dren’s Illnesses and Children’s Pain 
& Fever fact cards that contains 
useful information for parents.



2 Beach Road, Paekakariki
Phone: 04 292 8081

OPEN TUESDAY–SUNDAY 10AM–9PM

Right next to Paekakariki Station!
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Live Music 4–6pm  

next session this Sunday

So much to do in
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Day One: Coffee, craft, and coastal 
comfort
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Kapiti Kiln Services
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Day Two: 
Roasting, smoke, 
and spirits
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Top (L-R): Simon Brew, Donald Armstrong. 
Bottom: Nicholas Hancox, Anna van der Zee, 
Andrew Joyce
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Public $50, Members $40 and Students $10.Public $50, Members $40 and Students $10.

Public $50, Members $40 and Students $10.
Door sales available or tickets from:  

Waikanae New World or
Moby Dickens Books (Paraparaumu Beach)

Phone 04 905 6070
www.waikanaemusic.org.nz

AMICI ENSEMBLE

Kapiti Knitting and Lotto is a lovely shop down Sunny Paraparaumu Beach. 
We have something for everyone. Wool, Haberdashery, Giftware,  

New Zealand souvenirs and Lotto.

Open Monday to Saturday

24 Maclean Street, Paraparaumu Beach | Phone 04 902 5455

 Wellington's destination for yarn and wool products

BRENT RUSSELL
KILN SERVICES

A Complete kiln
support service. 
From design 
and installation, 
to repairs and 
rebuilding of 
fibre and brick/
metal work, 
to control 
systems, 
support and 
advice.

Over 30 years’ experience 
in Wellington Nationwide 

by arrangement

Ph: 04 9050729  Cell: 027 664 9280
email: houscene@gmail.com
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Contact our locals for the 
knowledge they provide EXPERTS

All Door & Window Repairs

Call free anytime 0800 37 37 10 
www.exceed.co.nz

Sliding door won’t 
slide?

Need insect &  
fly screens?

Broken window 
handles? 

0800 25 25 00Call free anytytime 

Advertising

Your Ad Here.

Contact the Herald today. 
Les Whiteside E les@wsn.co.nz

VEHICLE SERVICING AND 
REPAIRS FOR EUROPEAN 
AND JAPANESE VEHICLE

Motorworx Services understands automotive maintenance, and the 
importance of keeping your vehicle running in top shape. We have 
over twenty years of experience in the car care industry specialising in 
European and Japanese vehicles and can help repair any part on your 
vehicle whether it’s new or old. If you are in or around Wellington and 
are in need of an oil change, new brakes or brake service, tune up or 
other car care service call the automotive maintenance specialists at 
Motorworx.

143 Grant Road, 
Thorndon

PH: 04-385 0060  |  Email: motorworxwgtn@outlook.com
www.motorworx.co.nz

S

Auto Maintenance
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Real Estate

STEVE FEJOS

Steve Fejos M 027 562 1777 
E sfejos@loweandco.nz

Overwhelming knowledge 
of the property market and 
commitment.
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ADVERTISING

TO ADVERTISE 
ON THIS PAGE 

CONTACT 
BRENDA  NOW

BRENDA 
Sales

M: 021 640 152
E: brenda@wsn.co.nz

RUBBISH

RUBBISH & GREEN WASTE REMOVAL

Free quotations
Ph Sam on

021 0252 7361
No job too small!

Whiteware, appliances, furniture & recyclables

Samsrubbishnz@gmail.com

LOCAL TRADES
TRUST A LOCAL

Phone BRENDA today on 021 640 152 or email brenda@wsn.co.nz

Try the Independent Herald 
- we get results! 

PLUMBING

CRAFAFTSTSMAM N
PLUMMBEERR

Certifiifiifififi deddedd P P P PPPluluuulululumbmbmbmbmbmbmbbbmbmbmbmmbmmmbmbbeeerererereeeree  a aaaaaaaaa aaaaaaaannndnndndndndndndnndnnd D D DDDDD DDDrarrarararraaarrraainininininlalallalallaaayeyeyeyeeyy rrrrrr
Grahamamhamammmm PlPlPl PlPlPlPlPlPPPl PlPlumumumumbmbumbumumbumbumbmumumbu iiiiningngnngngiinggggggg && &  &  & & &&&&& DDDDDDDraDraraDDraDDraDDDDraDDDraDDraraDDDDraDraDDD inainananainainainaininanainai gegeegegegege gege gge L dL dLLtdLtdLtdLtdLtdLtdLLLL

44236

Plumbing. Drainlaying. Roofing and 
Spouting.  Blocked drains. Burst pipes. 

Repairs and Leaks. Black Dux Qest pipe 
replacement. Maintenance. Kitchens.  

Bathrooms. Replacing hot water cylinders.

Phone 027 4574 999 or 970 2409 
Email:  jokagraham3@gmail.com

CARPET & VINYL

7 Strathmore Ave, Strathmore Park, Wellington
Ph:  (04) 388 7969  

E:  dmcarpets@gmail.com

For A No Obligation FREE 
MEASURE & QUOTE

David & Maria’s

SALE
CARPET & VINYL

NOW 
ON

BUILDER
LBP 

Qualified for:
Alterations,  
Additions

Refurbishment,  
Repairs

Ph Allan Johnstone: 
973 1239

027 450 3239

BUILDERSTop hot cross bun 
maker
By Frank Neill

Johnsonville’s Nada Bakery has once again 
proven one of the country’s top hot cross 
bun makers.

Nada Bakery won the Silver Medal in this 
year’s national hot cross bun competition, 
run by the Baking Industry Association of 
New Zealand.

Nada Bakery’s entry this year was their 
Traditional Hot Cross bun, the same one they 
sell in their shop.

The Johnsonville bakery has consistently 
been at or near the top of the national hot 
cross bun competition for the last few years.

In fact last year it was New Zealand’s 
supreme award winner.

“There’s no better way to celebrate the 
season than with a fresh Nada bun,” Nada 
Bakery posted on its Facebook page when 
announcing the Silver Medal win.

“Don’t wait until Easter weekend. Come in 
and grab a pack (or three) today.

“Once you try one, you’ll see why everyone 
says: ‘Eat a Nada one!’”. 

Nada Bakery’s Hot Cross Buns are avail-
able at their shops in Johnsonville and 
Tawa, and at Moore Wilsons in Porirua and 
Wellington. People can also order online 
www.nadabakery.co.nz.

Our services include home renovations, alterations,  
kitchens, bathrooms, maintenance and repairs. 

No job is too small.
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BUILDERS

PAINTER

Nada Bakery’s hot cross buns. Photo: Supplied.

Fostering safety in Johnsonville 
business area
By James Hinder*

Fostering safety within its business district 
continues to be a priority for the Johnsonville 
Business Group (JBG).

To support the group with the work, the 
JBG Safety and Vagrancy sub-committee 
has welcomed two people who bring valuable 
experience to this work. 

Judith Gray of Nada Bakery, a former JBG 
Executive Committee member, has returned to 
contribute her expertise.

Judith previously led efforts to establish a 
liquor ban in the Johnsonville business area.

Through that work it became clear that Wel-
lington City Council requires stronger evidence 
and data about alcohol-related incidents before 
a ban can be considered. Also joining the 
sub-committee is Heather Steevens, a former 
Police officer and member of the Wellington 
North Community Patrol.

Heather’s involvement will help the group 
better understand the patrol and safety coverage 

already operating within Johnsonville and the 
northern suburbs. 

Over the coming weeks, businesses will re-
ceive a safety flyer designed for shop windows 
or staff areas. The flyer includes a QR code 
linking directly to Wellington City Council’s 
FIXiT reporting system, making it easy for 
anyone who observes an issue in Johnsonville 
to report it. 

Businesses will also receive a short survey 
about security services, asking whether they 
currently engage, or have previously used, 
security support for staff, customers or general 
premises coverage. This information will help 
the Johnsonville Business Improvement Dis-
trict map existing safety and patrol coverage 
across the precinct. Together, these steps will 
help strengthen Johnsonville’s safety culture 
and support the evidence gathering required 
should the community wish to pursue an 
alcohol ban in the future.

* James Hinder is the JBG’s Safety and 
Vagrancy Lead.

"Great communication for work 
completed with replacing our 
guttering, & drainage for a new 
soak pit. Very satisfied with the 
work completed thanks." 

-Robert

BLOCKED DRAINS
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CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

ON...WHAT’S

The Community Noticeboard is for 
non-profit organisations. For $15.00 
you can publish up to 25 words. 
No AGMS, sporting notices or special 
meetings. Community Notices must 
be pre-paid.
phone (04) 587 1660 or 
email classifieds@wsn.co.nz

Funeral Directors

We make a difficult  
time a little easier

Share your funeral wishes with Eva  
at The Wilson Funeral Home

Eva Rippon: eva@twf h.co.nz  |  twfh.co.nz 

Karori 
142 Karori Road  

(by appointment only) 

04 476 5292

Newtown 
375 Adelaide Road 

04  389 6069

Graham’s 
Painters

E: grahamspaintersnz
   @gmail.com

W: www.grahamspainters.nz
Ph: (04) 564 9202
        021 183 9492

Experienced tradesmen 
and large team

Get your 
House Exterior 

and Interior 
painted!

~ Pensioner Discounts ~

Trades & Services

Public Notice Public Notice

Acclaimed interna-
tional Clairvoyant 
medium helps you 
gain clarity on your 
life’s journey. For a 
private appointment 
phone 027 272 6893

Funeral Directors

PuzzleWR OO RC S DS

SOLUTION
For December 1, 2004

ACROSS
  1. Healing   (11)
  7. Good view; ... point.(7)
11. Californian white-oak.  (5)
12. Beginning.  (7)
13. Metal tip at end of shoelace. (5)
14. Sweet-sounding.  (9)
15. Forager  (9)
16. Musical instrument.  (6)
18. Raving.  (7)
21. Divisions of land  (4)
23. Horse(inf)  (3)
25. Bird’s crest.  (3)
27. Resound.  (4)
28. Cheer.  (7)
30. Ring-throwing game.  (4-2)
32. Sharp blow.  (3)
33. Political satirist, ... Scott.(3)
34. Account-book.  (6)
35. Bridged intersection.  (7)
36. Agriculture minister,
       ... Falloon (4)
37. Stimulating tablet, ... pill. (3)
39. Estimated time of arrival
       (abbr) (3)
41. female red deer.  (4)
43. Reproached sarcastically.  (7)
45. Not harsh.  (6)
48. City in England.  (9)

49. Left-handers(inf)  (9)
51. Raise the spirits of.  (5)
52. Observation post.  (4-3)
53. The sea.  (5)
54. Appease.  (7)
55. Tall buildings.  (11)

DOWN
  1. Loose thread.  (5)
  2. Adorned.  (11)
  3. Rough-haired Scotch
      terrier. (8)
  4. U.S. inventor, Thomas ... (6)
  5. Attempts.  (5)
  6. Deep red.  (7)
  7. Pertaining to farms.  (8)
  8. More tidy.  (6)
  9. Brisk(music)  (7)
10. Go into.(5)
16. Secrecy.  (7)
17. Durable upholstery fabric. (7)
19. Agricultural.  (5)
20. Accomplices(inf)  (7)
22. Loyal.  (7)
24. Hiatus.  (3)
26. British person(sl)  (3)
29. Small enclosed field.  (5)
31. Tending to incite.  (11)
32. Agent(abbr)  (3)

33. Golf peg.  (3)
38. Aromatic lozenge.  (8)
40. Animals with lungs & gills. (8)
42. Bliss.  (7)
44. Tapers.  (7)
46. Swiss city.  (6)
47. Artless. (6)
48. Pup.  (5)
49. Ostentatious.  (5)
50. Oozes.  (5)

Solution 
 Last Week: 19 March 2026

Supporting you  
gently through  

life’s hardest  
moments.

www.gfh.co.nz

Johnsonville 
���������	
����
 
04 477 4025  

Tawa

�����������
 
04 232 1588

Open by appointment only 

West Park School Pre-enrolment 
for Terms 3 and 4, 2026

Enrolment at West Park School is now governed by an 
enrolment scheme, details of which are available from the 
West Park School office and website. 
The West Park School Board has determined that up to 10 
places are likely to be available for out of zone students 
for Terms 3 and 4 of 2026. The exact number of places 
will depend on the number of applications received from 
students who live within the school’s home zone. The out of 
zone placement is available for year levels 3 and 5. 
For students seeking enrolment during Terms 3 and 4, the 
deadline for receiving applications for out-of-zone places is 
Friday, 15 May 2026. 
Parents of students who live within the home zone and 
intend enrolling their child at any time during Terms 3 
and 4 should notify the school by Friday 12th June 2026 to 
assist the school to plan appropriately for these Terms. 

Pre-enrolment applications can be submitted: 
   1. Complete online enrolment on our school website 

If the number of out of zone applications exceeds the num-
ber of places available, students will be selected in a priority 
order by ballot. If a ballot for out of zone places is required, 
it will be held on the Friday 15th May 2026. Parents will be 
informed of the outcome of the ballot within three school 
days of the ballot being held. 
Details relating to the enrolment period are as follows. 
Length of enrolment period: from 20 July 2026 - 15 
December 2026. 
Deadline for receipt of applications: Friday 15 May 2026. 
Date of ballot: Friday 15 May 2026

Wadestown Fair a huge 
success
By Frank Neill

This year’s Wadestown Com-
munity Fair chalked up yet an-
other big success, adding to the 
list of big successes this popu-
lar event has recorded over the 
years.

Held from 11am to 2pm on 
Saturday 21 March at Philip 
Myers Park, the fair was well at-
tended by Wadestown locals of all 
ages.

“We were so pleased to see such 
a great crowd at the Wadestown 
Fair,” says Wadestown Fair com-
mittee member Heidi Louden.

“There was an excellent array of 
stalls and the fair was supported 
by the community and also the 
hardworking Wadestown School 
PTA.

“We are looking forward to next 
year’s fair and encourage people 
who want to host a stall to contact 
us on wadestownfairnz@gmail.
com.” 

A much loved community event, 
this year’s fair was organised by 
local residents in partnership with 
the Wadestown School PTA. 

Up until this year the fair was 
organised by the Wadestown 
Residents’ Association.

Buy 
LOCAL
Support 
LOCAL
Invest in 

your 
community! 

A scene from this year ’s Wadestown Community Fair.  
Photo: Supplied.

ANZAC service 
returning to 
Makara

The ANZAC Day service 
which has been held at Makara 
over the past 15 years will again 
be held at Makara on 25 April.

The service is to take place at 
10am at the intersection of Ma-
kara Road and South Makara 
Road in front of the Makara War 
Memorial.

Invitations have been extended 
to the Armed Forces.

An invitation is also extended 
to anyone who would like to 
attend, and anyone who wishes 
will have the opportunity of lay-
ing a wreath during the service.

The Reverend Alison Camplin 
will say the prayer.

Rex Billings, a young Makara 
resident, will be playing the bag 
pipes, and the Makara Model 
School will have students lower-

ing and raising the flag and will 
also be reading a poem.

The Makara Riding Club will 
be represented at the service.

A local couple, Liz and John 
Dixon, will lay a wreath on be-
half of the Makara Community 
in memory of those men and 
woman who fought and who 
gave their lives during conflict.

Peter White, from Makara, 
will recite the Ode.

Thanks is extended to the Me-
ridian West Wind community 
fund which has supported the 
organisation of the service. 

The service will be followed 
by morning tea, put on by the 
Makara Community, at the 
Makara Community Hall. Eve-
ryone attending the service is 
welcome to the morning tea.
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Onslow bowler claims five 
wicket bag

By Frank Neill

The table topping Onslow Cricketers pos-
sibly had a slight edge over Taita at stumps 
on day one of their two day match.

Onslow bowled out Taita for 229, who 
batted first in the Premier 1 match on Fraser 
Park’s Barry Clarke Oval on 21 March.

They then reached 155 for the loss of five 
wickets.

Micah Conroy starred with both the ball 
and the bat.

After claiming a five wicket bag at a cost 
of just 20 runs, Micah went on to score 45 
not out by stumps.

The five other Taita wickets to fall were 
evenly shared by the Onslow bowlers, with 
Matthew Scoble, Oscar Jackson, Ryan 
Tsourgas, Samuel Beardmore and Elliot 
Seddon claiming one wicket each.

Oscar also batted well, scoring 21, and 
Matthew was on 15 not out at stumps. 
Matthew also chalked up a milestone when 
he walked on the field for his 100th premier 
match.

Devan Vishvaka scored 28 runs.
Karori conceded first innings points to 

Hutt District by stumps on day one of their 
match on 21 March.

Batting first on Karori Park, the home team 
was bowled out for 285.

Hutt District had reached 304 for the loss 
of just three wickets when play ended.

Two Karori batsmen made half centuries, 
with Dimithri Gallage scoring 70 and 
Yashraj Kalsi scoring 56.

Oscar Wilson took two wickets for 30 
runs and Ralph Kirkland took one wicket 
for 51 runs.

The Johnsonville premier men’s team was 
well on top of the Sri Lankan Sports Club by 
stumps on day one of their Premier 2 match 
on 21 March.

Batting first on Alex Moore Park, Johnson-
ville scored 348 before they were dismissed.

The Sri Lankans had reached 104 for 
the loss of five wickets by the end of 
play.

Lewis Jeffreys came within a sniff of a 
century when he scored 96.

Two other players also passed their half 
century mark with Samuel Hunter scoring 
61 and Andrew Moir 57.

After finishing on 31 not out with the bat, 
Maximus Petrie went on to bowl outstand-
ingly, taking three wickets at a cost of 50 
runs. Sean Wakelin and Connor Lusty took 
the other two wickets to fall.

Micah Conroy, who featured with both the bat and the ball in Onslow’s match against Taita 
on 21 March. Photo: Supplied.

Regional Council rates 
rising 9.7%

Greater Wellington  Regional Councillors 
have approved the proposed 2026/27 An-
nual Plan, with an average regional rates in-
crease of 9.7%.

The proposed average regional rates 
increase for residential rates (including 
GST) is $83.83 ($1.61 per week), for busi-
ness rates (excluding GST) is $695.70 ($13.38 
per week), and rural rates (excluding GST) is 
$103.25 ($1.99 per week) per annum.

Greater Wellington chair Daran Ponter said 
councillors were mindful of the pressures 
facing households, wh�nau and businesses 
across the region as well as sweeping central 
government reforms which will limit local 
government investment in the future. 

“We know that many people are feeling 
stretched, and that’s front of mind as we work 
through the proposed Annual Plan process,” 
Cr Ponter says.

“We’re also facing the challenge of main-
taining essential services for our communities 
while the Government proposes major changes 
to the Resource Management Act and the Civil 
Defence and Emergency Management Act.

“These reforms would require councils to 
take on new regulatory responsibilities without 
any signal of additional funding.”

Greater Wellington deputy chair Adrienne 
Staples said councillors were seeking a careful 
balance between affordability and maintain-
ing core services and advocated to reduce the 
average rates increase from 13.3% as outlined 
in the 2024-34 Long Term Plan to 9.7%.

“Our communities expect us to be prudent 
with their money.

“Councillors have been clear that we want to 
see more options for savings and efficiencies, 
while still protecting the services that support 
regional economic wellbeing, resilience and 
quality of life,” Cr Staples says.

Greater Wellington Public Transport 
Committee chair Ros Connelly said public 

transport is essential to unlocking economic 
growth and supporting local businesses, while 
also playing a vital role in helping people 
get to work, school and university, and stay 
connected with their communities.

“Public transport needs to be reliable and 
affordable for the people who depend on it 
every day,” Cr Connelly says.

“Councillors are closely examining where 
costs can be reduced or managed better, 
without losing sight of the need for a public 
transport system that works for our commu-
nities now and into the future.”

Savings in environmental services 
were achieved by slowing some restora-
tion work across the region and delaying 
flood defence improvements in the Hutt 
Valley while ensuring that reductions did 
not undermine long-term environmental 
outcomes.

Greater Wellington Environment and Cli-
mate Committee chair Quentin Duthie said 
core services, including protecting areas of 
highest ecological value and maintaining crit-
ical flood defences, have been prioritised to 
ensure long-term outcomes are safeguarded.

“People care deeply about the health of our 
rivers, harbours and natural spaces and want 
us to reverse decline and promote improve-
ment,” Cr Duthie says.

Proposed environmental changes also in-
cluded an increase to camping fees to help 
maintain campground and visitor facilities.

“Over summer my wh�nau and I enjoyed 
camping in our regional parks, and it’s clear 
how much people value these spaces.

“Updating camping fees, which haven’t 
changed since 2020, will help us maintain the 
popular, high quality facilities visitors enjoy, 
while keeping them affordable and in line 
with similar campgrounds,” Cr Duthie says.

More information is on Greater Wellington’s 
annual plan page.

Phone (04) 587 1660

www.independentherald.co.nz

SALES
Steve 027 765 8303 E: steve@wsn.co.nz

Brenda 021 640 152 E: brenda@wsn.co.nz
Les Whiteside 021 360 008 E: les@wsn.co.nz

REPORTER Frank Neill 027 490 3916 E: herald@wsn.co.nz

Behind every local ad is a business  
that believes in community. 

Let’s return the favour.
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