


Twenty years ago, in a terraced house in Hebden Bridge, 
Kevin and Hetha Duffy took a leap of faith. They remortgaged 
their home, turned their living room into a publishing 
headquarters, and set out to champion the stories that bigger 
publishers wouldn’t touch. Two decades on, Bluemoose 
Books has become one of the most celebrated independent 
publishers in Britain.

From that cluttered corner table in Hebden Bridge, Bluemoose 
has launched books that have travelled the world. Their 
authors have won the Walter Scott Prize, the Gordon 
Burn Prize, and the Portico Prize. They’ve been shortlisted 
for parliamentary honours and turned into BBC dramas. 
Benjamin Myers’ The Gallows Pole, Rónán Hession’s Leonard 
and Hungry Paul, a book that charmed Julia Roberts and sold 
over 400,000 copies worldwide, and Devika Ponnambalam’s I 
Am Not Your Eve are just a few of the titles that have emerged 
from this small house with the green door. 

What sets Bluemoose apart is not just the quality of their 
books, but their commitment to writers the mainstream won’t 
hear. Publishing just eight to ten books a year, each one 
handpicked, Bluemoose doesn’t chase trends or celebrity 
endorsements. Twenty years in with no shareholders to 
answer to and no empire to build Bluemoose  
remains gloriously, defiantly itself.

As author Ben Myers puts it: “Independent  
publishing is where all the best stuff  
happens. Here is where the risk takers, 
the dreamers and the outsiders gather.  
Without the indies, literature would be a  
blander and more homogenous place.  
All hail the mighty ‘Moose!’”



9781910422441 | £9.99 | 14/02/2019 | Paperback | 
245pp | FA

Leonard and Hungry Paul, Rónán Hession
Now a major BBC drama.

Leonard and Hungry Paul is the story of two friends who 
ordinarily would remain uncelebrated. It finds a value 
and specialness in them that is not immediately apparent 
and prompts the idea that maybe we could learn from the 
people that we overlook in life. Leonard and Hungry Paul 
change the world differently to the rest of us: we try and 
change it by effort and force; they change it by discovering 
the small things they can do well and offering them to 
others.

9781915693174 | £10.99 | 20/02/2025 | Paperback | 
315pp | FA

The Accidental Immigrants, Jo McMillan
Finalist for the 2025 Orwell Prize for Political 

Fiction
What happens when you suddenly find yourself an 
unwanted foreigner? Tess and Arlo have made a happy 
life on St Mira. But the island is not immune to the forces 
reshaping the world. When a far-right government surges 
to power, foreigners are their first target. It’s time for Tess 
and Arlo to leave. But what if it’s too late? Set on an island 
that’s a mirror image of Britain, The Accidental Immigrants 
is a poignant, prescient tale for our times about the dangers 
facing us all.

9781915693259 | £10.99 | 22/04/2025 | Paperback | 
285pp | FA

Ghost Mountain, Rónán Hession
A captivating modern fable from the author of 

Leonard and Hungry Paul.
Ghost Mountain is a mountain that appeared yesterday, 
changing the lives of the local people; the town drunk, a 
retired teacher and her dog, a young soul and his wife, an 
old soul.

It is a story about all that is unmistakenly present yet never 
truly fathomable in our lives.



9781915693327 | £12.00 | 31/07/2025 | Paperback | 
262pp | FA

Beast, Lulu Allison
The hotly anticipated new novel from the 

Women’s Prize for Fiction longlisted author.
Beast explores how dreams and desires can both liberate 
or confine the dreamer. Eve, a young self-taught musician 
sits on a bench overlooking the grassy crossroads of a 
model village. She is dreaming of the power of music. Her 
dreams reach into the cosmos, summoning Demon and his 
rabbit familiar. Eve longs to harness the divine in service of 
her music. But will she instead make a deal with Demon for 
worldly success? Demon dreads the terrible price he will 
pay for failure and thus begins a long battle for Eve’s soul.

9781915693358 | £9.99 | 25/09/2025 | Paperback | 
200pp | FA

Celeste, Colette Snowden
Third novel from Manchester award-winning 

author
When Celeste stops to take a stone out of her shoe one 
night, she’s just minutes from home. Her mother drinks tea 
the next morning, assuming Celeste is asleep upstairs. But 
Celeste hasn’t made it home. Over the course of 24 hours, 
an urban noir unfolds through the eyes of all those involved, 
as we discover what might have happened to Celeste and 
how they are all connected to her story. While panic takes 
hold Celeste needs help. But will anyone find her?

9781915693372 | £10.99 | 27/11/2025 | Paperback | 
300pp | FA

Orca & Bird, Anna Chilvers
A captivating story intertwining nature and 

human relationships
Orca is a woodland surveyor, working and sleeping 
among the trees. When she meets Nadia, a young woman 
who needs her help, Orca’s stable routine is interrupted and 
her journey begins. She must choose, again and again, 
to either follow her instructions for the survey or allow a 
deeper programming to kick in: the imperative to aid and 
protect human beings.



9781915693402 | £12.00 | 26/02/2026 | Paperback | 
275pp | FA

Blackshroud, James Campbell
From the dark streets of Victorian England’s 
North, one woman’s scandal threatens an 

ancient sisterhood of mercy.
Caroline Summers helps people to die. She is a 
Blackshroud, a member of the select society of women who 
have dispensed the fatal draught since time immemorial. But 
in Victorian England, times are changing fast. Caroline finds 
herself at the centre of a scandal that threatens to bring 
down not just herself but her whole profession alongside 
her. Can she find a way to survive? And can she do so 
without sacrificing everything she stands for?

9781915693440 | £12.00 | 28/05/2026 | Paperback | 
280pp | FA

The Lightning, Jamie Guiney
Where the North Atlantic meets the edge of 

sanity, four strangers collide in a storm of secrets 
and impossible choices.

An old lighthouse-keeper at the end of his rope, gives an 
ultimatum to the universe. A grandfather and his grandson 
from Northern Ireland in 1957 travel to look after a 
lighthouse in the North Atlantic. 
A visitor from Egypt and a pregnant Polish woman arrive 
and disturb the tranquility of The Lighthouse leading to 
revelations about all four residents.

9781915693341 | £12.00 | 18/06/2026 | Paperback | 
260pp | FA

The Orange Notebooks, Susanna Crossman
A novel about love and the rituals of mourning.

The siesta hour, France. Bees fly in lavender bushes. Anna 
has just come home, but something is wrong. She fears 
nothing will ever be right again. 
Anna is haunted by the death of her only child, Lou.  After 
her son’s death, Anna has a breakdown and is hospitalized. 
In the psychiatric ward, Anna becomes determined to 
undo death by writing everything down in a set of orange 
notebooks. Myth and reality collide, allowing Anna to 
begin the healing process.



9781915693204 | £9.99 | 24/10/2024 | Paperback | 250pp | 
FA

A Dream of White Horses, Paul Scraton

It is a story about journeys. The two strands of the narrative are Ben 
travelling from London to a small German island to see his friend Pascal, 
who is in his last days of his life. As he travels, he listens to voice notes 
from Pascal, each relating to a photograph from a different moment in 
his life.

9781915693112 | £12.00 | 28/09/2023 | Paperback | 130pp | 
FYB

Sports and Social, Kevin Boniface

Sports and Social is a collection of short stories about the remarkable 
everyday things that happen when remarkable everyday people get 
together. It’s not what you think, it rarely is, so flick the remains of your 
rubbish cigarette down the drain and don’t pay to much attention to the 
rumours.

9781915693099 | £10.00 | 06/06/2023 | Paperback | 120pp 
| BM

Twelve Words, Carmen Jones, Anthea Cribbin, Catherine Proctor, 
Linda Brogan

Twelve Words were the secret ingredients that unlocked truths, secrets, 
confessions and released trauma. Without any formal expressive writing 
experience, three women born in Moss Side and inner-city Manchester, 
embarked on an excavation of their lives, sculpted by Linda Brogan, 
that together fused into a book of self – discovery and pride. 

9781915693082 | £9.99 | 25/05/2023 | Paperback | 285pp | 
FA

Breaking Kayfabe, Wes Brown

Growing up in a council house in Leeds, Wes Brown dreamed of 
becoming a ‘real’ man like the ones in his ex-pro wrestler dad’s tales of 
heroes and villains. The only problem was he never told him they were 
fake. In this modern-day Pinocchio story, Wes follows in his father’s 
footsteps in the hope of coming to terms with the fictions that make a 
man.

9781915693013 | £9.99 | 26/01/2023 | Paperback | 215pp | 
FA

Chopin in Kentucky, Elizabeth Heichelbech

Roanville, Kentucky 1977. Marie Higginbottam’s life is transformed 
when the ‘Paris’ ballet, comes to town. Guided by ‘Chopin’ the 19th 
century pianist, full of artistic and dietary advice & Misty, the world’s 
first female Elvis impersonator, she rises above the religious mania of her 
father, to dance her way out of her small town existence.



9781915693037 | £9.99 | 04/11/2022 | Paperback | 280pp | 
FF

Hewbris, Ian Macpherson

Life is good for Hayden McGlynn: rent-free luxury in Kentish Town, a 
red-hot new agent, and his autobiographical screenplay sold. The future 
is success until Wolfe Swift, the greatest actor alive, prepares for the role 
by becoming Hayden. Worse, Hayden’s screenplay may confess to a 
murder he got away with. Hewbris is a post-postmodern crime anti-
thriller proving God’s existence via a joke.

9781910422656 | £9.99 | 29/09/2022 | Paperback | 265pp | 
FA

Love, Politics and Possibly Murder, Jane Ions

Sally lives with husband Bill, adult son Dan, and four of Dan’s friends. 
Sally’s best friend Jen confesses that she may accidentally have 
murdered her first husband which complicates her own husband’s 
ambitions when he becomes embroiled in political scandal resulting in 
his surprise nomination as the least worst candidate for Prime Minister.

9781910422960 | £12.00 | 23/06/2022 | Paperback | 280pp 
| BJ

Ghost Signs, Stu Hennigan

When Covid hit in early 2020, Leeds librarian Stu Hennigan 
volunteered to deliver food to people self-isolating with no access to 
supplies. What began as emergency pandemic relief quickly exposed 
something deeper: widespread hunger rooted in a decade of austerity. 
Ghost Signs documents scandalous deprivation, the daily reality of 
early lockdown, and the psychological toll of the crisis.

9781910422953 | £9.99 | 26/05/2022 | Paperback | 280pp | 
FA

SAKTHI, Misha Hussain

When her mother dies, SAKTHI must unravel the truth to escape the 
same fate but with tragic consequences for everyone close to her. This is 
a story of love, sacrifice and hope from The North of England.

9781915693051 | £9.99 | 24/03/2022 | Paperback | 225pp | 
FA

I Am Not Your Eve, Devika Ponnambalam

I Am Not Your Eve gives voice to Teha’amana, Tahitian muse and child-
bride to Paul Gauguin, as she reflects during the painting of The Spirit of 
the Dead Keeps Watch. Her story intertwines with island gods, animals, 
origin myths, and distant diary fragments from Gauguin’s daughter, 
reclaiming history, myth, and silenced lives across cultures and time.



9781910422922 | £9.99 | 03/03/2022 | Paperback | 180pp | 
FA

Panenka, Rónán Hession

Once known as Joseph, Panenka has lived 25 years in exile within his 
own town, punished by past mistakes that cost him love and belonging. 
At 50, he tries to rebuild a fragile family with his estranged daughter 
and grandson, while battling crippling headaches he calls the Iron 
Mask. Meeting Esther offers the possibility of connection, healing, and 
love after loss.

9781910422854 | £9.99 | 27/01/2022 | Paperback | 265pp | 
FA

The Happiness Factory, Jo McMillan

Estranged from her sex-aid tycoon father, Mo Moore is shocked to 
inherit his fortune on his death. Newly single and stuck in elderly 
care, she flees England for China, landing in Pingdi—a remote 
mountain village famed for supplying imperial sex toys. Drawn into a 
failing factory and state scrutiny, Mo confronts a country of secrets, 
contradictions, and gendered peril.

9781910422830 | £9.99 | 23/09/2021 | Paperback | 310pp | 
FA

9781910422779 | £9.99 | 24/06/2021 | Paperback | 280pp | 
FA

Three Graves, Sean Gregory

John Wilson dreamt of becoming a renowned composer. John sets 
aside music for literature, writing under the name Anthony Burgess. 
Decades later, alone once more in Manchester, he encounters three 
spectres from his past. They refer to him as Our Jackie, and he senses the 
facade of Burgess begin to crumble.

Fallen, Mel O’Doherty

In the 1970s, Michael Connolly’s mother tried to tell the truth about 
what was done to her in a mother and baby home, only to be silenced, 
dismissed, and disbelieved, even by her own family. Decades later, as 
revelations emerge, Michael realises she was right. Fallen is a stark, 
moving reckoning with guilt, denial, and a shameful chapter of Irish 
history.

9781910422694 | £9.99 | 28/01/2021 | Paperback | 250pp | 
FA

Captain Jesus, Colette Snowden

When three brothers peg a dead magpie to the washing line, its 
grotesque “resurrection” becomes a dark omen, awakening buried guilt 
and trauma. As loss fractures their family, a parallel story, seen through 
their mother’s teenage eyes decades earlier, reveals what shaped her 
faith and grief. Captain Jesus traces pain and healing through love, 
memory, and the natural world.



9781910422632 | £9.99 | 26/11/2020 | Paperback | 350pp | 
FA

East Coast Road, Anna Chilvers

As university term gives way to the summer break she is plagued by 
dark memories and the only person there for her is her cousin - a cousin 
that no one else can see - together they embark on a journey that 
changes Jen and her world forever.

9781910422618 | £9.99 | 22/10/2020 | Paperback | 310pp | 
FA

Should We Fall Behind, Sharon Duggal

Should We Fall Behind is about the passing of time, and the intricate 
weaves of joy and suffering, love and loss which shape human life 
along the way. It is about the people who have somehow become 
invisible, and how their stories make them visible once more.

9781910422588 | £9.99 | 20/08/2020 | Paperback | 250pp | 
FA

The Sound Mirror, Heidi James

Tamara is going to kill her mother, but she isn’t the villain. Tamara 
just has to finish what began before her birth, and put an end to the 
damage encoded in her blood. Tamara visits her mother for the last 
time, accompanied by a chorus of ancestors who reveal the struggles, 
joys and secrets of women’s lives that echo through her own.

9781910422564 | £9.99 | 30/04/2020 | Paperback | 220pp | 
FA

Saving Lucia, Anna Vaught

What if four asylum inmates rewrote history by killing Mussolini? This 
extraordinary adventure unites Lady Violet Gibson, aristocratic assassin, 
with Lucia Joyce, psychoanalysis’s first patient Anna O., and Paris’s 
“Queen of the Hysterics,” Blanche Wittmann. As pasts and futures 
collide, imagination becomes liberation. 

9781910422533 | £8.99 | 24/10/2019 | Paperback | 240pp | 
FF

SLOOT, Ian Macpherson

A post-postmodern crime novel set in Dublin’s leafiest suburb, Sloot 
features an accidental detective who’d rather write his own Celtic-
screwball-noir than solve the crime, and a narrator who loses the plot. 
Literally. Thanks to a revolutionary structure, The Inquisitive Bullet, it’s 
simplicity itself, as the plot bullet speeds inquisitively towards its target.



9781910422496 | £8.99 | 18/07/2019 | Paperback | 250pp | 
FV

The Moss House, Clara Barley

Two hundred years ago, neighbouring Yorkshire landowners Miss Lister 
and Miss Walker find their lives entwined in a passionate, forbidden 
relationship and retreat to the Moss House, their private sanctuary. Their 
tranquillity doesn’t last as they’re drawn into societal turmoil and family 
division, testing their love and eventually driving them from their home.

9781910422489 | £8.99 | 30/05/2019 | Paperback | 236pp | 
FA

Caravan of the Lost and Left Behind, Deirdre Shanahan

Eva and her son Torin have to leave London and move back to Ireland. 
Eva to find the daughter she left behind and Torin from a life that 
was threatening his freedom. It is about dislocation and becoming 
unanchored and the need for a home and belonging and the 
disturbance when you’re wrenched out of your environment.

9781910422410 | £8.99 | 05/07/2018 | Paperback | 310pp | 
FA

Raising Sparks, Ariel Kahn

Malka grows up in Jerusalem’s Ultra-orthodox community. Discovering 
forbidden Kabbalistic texts, she unwittingly uncovers a great mystical 
gift—the ability to manipulate Divine language. After fleeing Jerusalem 
and escaping a Safed cult, she’s discovered sleeping rough in Jaffa by 
legendary Arab chef Rukh Baraka, while her father’s student Moshe 
searches desperately for her.

9781910422427 | £8.99 | 16/05/2018 | Paperback | 140pp | 
FYP 

Seaside Special, Edited by Jenn Ashworth

Ten startling short stories. Vivid glimpses of lives and landscapes from 
the North West Coastline of England. Contributions from: Louise Ayre, 
Pete Kalu, Paul Kingsnorth, Melissa Wan, Bethan Ellis, Kirsty Logan, 
Lucy Wilkinson Yates, Anita Sethi, Andrew Michael Hurley and Carys 
Bray.

9781910422397 | £12.00 | 30/11/2017 | Paperback | 220pp | 
AB

Everywhere Is Somewhere, Naseem Khan

A memoir from Naseem Khan, daughter of an Indian father and 
German mother, whose seminal book The Arts Britain Ignores framed 
the argument that by dismissing ‘minority arts’, the UK deprived itself of 
enriching features of its artistic life. By highlighting missed opportunities, 
Naseem signals hope for the future, written by someone whose gift was 
bringing people together.



9781910422359 | £8.99 | 30/04/2017 | Paperback | 220pp | 
FA

So the Doves, Heidi James

When award-winning journalist Marcus Murray’s latest story uncovers 
a corrupt alliance between a UK bank, the arms trade and government, 
he’s accused of fabrication. Nothing makes sense anymore, including 
his best friend Melanie’s disappearance twenty years ago. A timeless 
story exposing the fault lines in our reality.

9781910422298 | £8.99 | 09/03/2017 | Paperback | 170pp | 
FA

Man with a Seagull on His Head, Harriet Paige

Under the intense summer sun on the Essex coast a gull falls from 
the sky and strikes an unassuming local council worker sitting on the 
beach below. From that moment on he is obsessed, a crazed visionary 
repeatedly depicting the scene and the unknown figure within it which 
filled his view at the moment of impact. 

9781910422199 | £8.99 | 10/09/2016 | Paperback | 220pp | 
FA

The Handsworth Times, Sharon Duggal

Mukesh Agarwal sits alone in the Black Eagle pub, unaware a riot is 
brewing or that his youngest son Billy is still out on his bike. It is 1981 
and Handsworth is teetering on collapse. The Handsworth Times is a 
story of loss and transition, and pulling together because ultimately, 
there is such a thing as society.

9781910422182 | £8.99 | 15/07/2016 | Paperback | 250pp | 
FM

The Less Than Perfect Legend of Donna Creosote, Dan 
Micklethwaite

Donna Crick-Oakley walks on six inches of stories every day, padding 
her tower block walls with books. Armed with myths and medieval 
adventures, Donna sets out to escape her isolation and change her 
home town to suit her dreams. A modern fairy tale from the inner city, 
where living happily ever after is easier read than done.

9781910422168 | £8.99 | 25/04/2016 | Paperback | 300pp | 
FA

Tainted Love, Anna Chilvers

Secrets and stones have settled in Hawden where everything stays as it 
is; the past is hidden, or rewritten. Lauren lives with her dad and Mr Lion 
after her mother left her when she was three months old. Her boyfriend 
Peter is struggling with his identity. When Meg and her son Richard 
arrive, both dangerously attractive, and Ali too, angry and on the run 
from drug dealers, old stories resurface, creating new tensions. 



9781910422144 | £8.99 | 21/01/2016 | Paperback | 300pp | 
FA

If You Look for Me, I am Not Here, Sarayu Srivatsa

When Malika loses her daughter at birth, the surviving twin, a boy, loses 
his mother’s love. He grows up needing to be the daughter his mother 
wants, the son his father accepts, with the guilt of being the one who 
survived. A moving family portrait where history, religion and gender 
collide in a family scarred by the past.

9780957549708 | £8.99 | 31/07/2013 | Paperback | 220pp | 
FA

A Modern Family, Socrates Adams

Television’s most popular car show presenter lives his life in the shadow 
of his career and his persona. He has the perfect job. He doesn’t have 
the perfect family. The presenter views his family from the outside and 
watches as they slowly disintegrate in front of him, unable to control 
anything that is not scripted.

9780956687623 | £16.00 | 31/05/2011 | Hardback | 220pp | 

The Hardest Climb, Alistair Sutcliffe

On February 1 2010 doctors told Alistair Sutcliffe’s wife to say her 
final goodbyes to her husband who lay in an intensive care unit fighting 
for his life after suffering a massive brain haemorrhage. Remarkably, 
Alistair pulled through and this is the story of how his fight back from the 
brink of death became his hardest climb.

9780956687609 | £9.99 | 31/01/2011 | Paperback | 210pp | 
FA 

King Crow, Michael Stewart

Paul Cooper is an outsider who finds making friends difficult. When he 
meets Ashley—tough, good-looking, full of street cred—they get into 
trouble with a local gang. They steal a car and head for the Lakes, their 
flight hectic and intense. Soon their road trip makes national headlines… 
for all the wrong reasons.

9780955336782 | £9.99 | 31/07/2010 | Paperback | 325pp |  
FA

Gabriel’s Angel, Mark A. Radcliffe

Gabriel Bell is a grumpy web journalist irritated by life’s 
disappointments. Losing his job was bad, but getting run over and 
waking up in a therapy group run by angels really annoys him. From this 
community just below Heaven, they can see the lives they left behind. If 
therapy succeeds, they may pass into Heaven. If not, it’s Hell.




