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Welcome
Greetings esteemed guests and industry enthusiasts,
A warm and enthusiastic welcome to BP 2023, proudly 
presented by Warners Group Publications! Our seamless 
collaboration with the accomplished Steve Wellbeloved 
and his exceptional team has paved the way for a flawless 

handover, ensuring the continued excellence of this event. Alongside Potato 
Review Magazine and the prestigious National Potato Industry Awards, we stand 
united in our dedication to bringing the industry together, fostering collaboration 
and driving progress.

This event stands as a vibrant platform where the industry congregates, poised 
to engage in fruitful business interactions. We extend our gratitude for your 
unwavering support, and we are thrilled to announce a robust floorplan that 
anticipates high visitor numbers. The resounding return of almost all 2021 
exhibitors, coupled with the resurgence of those previously constrained by 
pandemic-related travel limitations, paints a picture of great anticipation. Joining 
our steadfast regulars will be a record number of newcomers, as this event has 
rightfully earned its reputation as the paramount ‘potato’ affair.

Our unwavering commitment to maintaining the show’s sharp focus on potatoes 
and its profound impact on businesses remains resolute. As we unveil an array 
of cutting-edge innovations, our canvas broadens to encompass every facet of 
the industry, spanning from the inception of the cropping cycle to the talented 
artisans who craft and package processed delights. The symbiotic synergy 
between Potato Review Magazine, the National Potato Industry Awards, and our 
show only amplifies their prominence within this specialized market domain.

We extend our heartfelt appreciation to our exhibitors, sponsors, trade partners, 
and media allies for their indispensable contributions. It truly takes a united 
effort to orchestrate this grand gathering, and everything is meticulously set for 
an event that promises excellence and productivity.

I look forward to seeing you there. Your feedback is invaluable to us, so please 
don’t hesitate to share your thoughts.

Until then, here’s to a monumental BP 2023!

BP2023:
Warners Shows, The Maltings, West 
Street, Bourne, Lincolnshire PE10 9PH

General Enquiries:
Telephone: 01778 395 020  
(Mon-Fri; 9am-4.30pm)
Bpinfo@warnersgroup.co.uk
 
Head of Events:
Sally Dodds: 07831 775450 
sallyd@warnersgroup.co.uk
 
Operations Manager: 
Kathy McKenna: 07771725454 
KathyMcKenna@warnersgroup.co.uk
 
Trade Stands/ Marketing Manager:
Robyn Teague: 07551 948 184
Robyn.teague@warnersgroup.co.uk

The views expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those of the Publishers.  
Every care is taken to ensure that the contents of the 
magazine is accurate but we assume no 
responsibility for any effect from errors or omissions.

Sally Dodds, Head of Events, Warners Shows
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BP2023 covers every aspect of the industry. 
Unique among shows, it’s as relevant to those who 
process and retail the crop as it is to those who 
produce it. So it’s an unmissable chance to gauge 
the mood, update on trade changes, take stock 
of competitors and learn more about innovations 
at every level of this progressive, fast moving 
industry. With so much change in the air can you 
afford to miss this vital update?

The whole industry, in the same place, at the same time, 
ready to discuss the issues that matter to you!

Why you can’t 
afford to miss 
BP2023 

Where would we have been without emails, texts, phone and internet
to keep potato business moving? But there comes a point when new developments 
need examining first hand and better deals are sealed in person. 

IN SHORT, IT’S TIME FOR A BRITISH POTATO EVENT!

Gold sponsors Silver sponsors Bronze sponsors

WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS



REASONS TO ATTEND

WHY YOU 
SHOULD BE 
AT BP2023

Buyers, suppliers 
and advisers from 
across the whole 

supply chain

Business news, 
emerging 

opportunities 
and valuable 

contacts

All types of 
machinery – 

farm, packing, 
processing, 
packaging

The very 
latest in 
potato 

agronomy
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Why you can’t 
afford to miss 
BP2023 Dozens 

of potato 
businesses from 

across Europe

WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS



Key

OUTDOOR EXHIBITS

100      Grimme UK Ltd
101      Rowlinson Packaging
102      Sun Chemical
103      RS Hall Engineering Ltd
104      PotatoWorld Magazine
105      Team Sprayers Ltd
106      East Riding Sacks Ltd
107      Restrain Ltd
108      Caledonia Potatoes Ltd
109      Agrico UK Ltd
110      Martin Lishman Ltd
111      Animal and Plant Health Agency 
112      VAM WaterTech
113      Burdens Specialist Vegetable Machinery
114      Tong Engineering Ltd
115      Broadwater Machinery Ltd 
115      Rushlift
116      Bauer GmbH
117      R S Cockerill (York) Ltd
118      Nufarm
119      Standen Engineering Ltd
120      Whole Crop Marketing Ltd
121      Payne Crop Nutrition
122      UPL Europe
123      Stored Crop Conservation Ltd
124      Vita-Rhize UK Ltd
125      Bayer CropScience
126      Potato Review
           National Potato Industry Awards
127      B-hive Innovations 
127b    Greenvale Seed 
127c    Field Farm Tours Ltd
128      McCain Foods (GB) Ltd
129      BASF
130      Farm Electronics Ltd
131      SASA
132a    MJP Supplies 
132b    CXCS Ltd
133      B H Leake
134      Briggs Irrigation
135      Potato Storage Insight Ltd
136      Juno (Plant Protection) Ltd
137      CUPGRA
138      The Crop Smith Ltd
139      CHAP - Crop Health & Protection 
140      Greens of Soham Ltd
141      Farm Trans
142      Sipcam UK Ltd
143      Meijer Potato UK
144      Richard Austin Agriculture Ltd
145      Cornerstone Systems Ltd
146      Azotic Technologies Ltd
147      Greencrop
148      Bateman Sprayers
149      ScanStone
150      Alt-Group
151      AVR Machinery
152      FMC Agro Ltd
153      Corteva Agriscience UK
154      Agrii
155      Fibrophos P K Fertilisers
156      Clifton Rubber
157      NFU Energy
158      OMEX Agriculture
159      Certis Belchim
160      Howseman Agriculture
           DripUK Irrigation services
161      Netafim UK
162      Fenland Mobile Services
163      Bradley Refrigeration Ltd
164      AB Texel UK
165      ICL UK Sales
166      Omnivent 
167      DormFresh
168      Solana Seeds UK Ltd
169      MSE Systems
           MSE Hiller

170      Syngenta
171      Sencrop
172      Verbruggen
173      British Potato Trade Association (BPTA)
           Fresh Potato Suppliers Association (FPSA)
           Potato Processors' Association Ltd (PPA)
           Snack, Nut and Crisp Manufacturers'
           Association (SNACMA)
174      Wolds Produce Ltd
175      E Park & Sons Ltd
176      Yara UK
177      Nutricor Agronomics Ltd
178      Thomas Bell & Sons Ltd
179      Agri-tech Services (UK) Ltd
180      Scotts Precision Manufacturing Ltd
181      Cullen Allen Norika
182      Cheffins
183      HK Timbers Ltd
184      Chafer Machinery
           Horstine
185      SRUC/SAC Consulting
186      Biofresh Safestore Ltd
187      Crop Systems Ltd
188      IPM Potato Group
189      James Hutton Ltd
190      Cygnet Potato Breeders Ltd
191      Wroot Water Limited
192      HarvestEye Ltd
193      Emerald Research Ltd 
194      Garford Farm Machinery Ltd
195      Fera Science
196      Abergavenny Boxes Ltd
197      Techneat Engineering Ltd
198      AgVantage UK Ltd

200      Websters Insulation Ltd
201      Statech Solutions Ltd
202      Hub4Parts Ltd
203      The Vegetable farmer
204      Soil Moisture Sense Ltd
205      Bradley Engineering Ltd
206      Xact Prepack
210      BioAtlantis Ltd
214      Ploeger UK Ltd
215      Egatec A/S - Mpack UK Ltd
216      Agritec International Ltd
            Watson & Brookman Engineers Ltd
217      Newtec Odense (UK) Ltd
218      Projx Services Ltd
220      Haith
221      TOMRA
222      David Harrison Handling Solutions Ltd
223      Pace Mechanical Handling Ltd
225      Polar Systems Ltd
228      Jaycraft Food Machinery UK Ltd
229      ULMA Packaging
230      GIC Ltd
232      The Machine Install Company Ltd
233      Agrimech
234      Downs Vision Ltd
235      Welvent Ltd
236      Pan Anglia (Country Merchants) Ltd

OS1     Edwards Farm Machinery Ltd
OS2     AgVantage UK Ltd
OS3     Standen Engineering Ltd
OS6     Grimme UK Ltd
OS8     Agrimech 
OS9     Tong Engineering Ltd
OS10   Grimme UK Ltd
OS12   Scotts Precision Manufacturing Ltd
OS13   Priory Potato Vodka 
OS14   Terry Johnson Ltd
OS20   Farm Trans

Hall 1

Hall 2

Outdoor display area
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Site map
Finding exhibitors

For convenience the listings on this map are numerical. Alphabetical listings can be found overpage.

Full listings for each exhibitor including contact details and description can be found in the back section

of the Show Directory.

EXHIBITION HALL 1
EXHIBITION HALL 2

Information & queries
Please go to the desk in the entrance foyer (Hall 1)

Listings and layout as at late September, but the organisers reserve the
right to amend these as circumstances dictate. Please see maps at the
event for late entries.
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Alphabetical listing
Stands beginning with a 1 are located in Hall 1 and stands beginning with a 2 are located in Hall 2.
Stands beginning OS are located in the Outdoor Display area.
Please note that exhibitors relevant to all parts of the supply chain, from seed to supermarket, are
located in all three display areas – so please visit them all to avoid missing out.

Numbers refer to stand plans shown on the previous page.
For exhibitor contact details and descriptions see the full listings in the back section of the Show Directory.
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THE COMPLETE POTATO HANDLING SOLUTION

FROM FIELD TO PACK

e: sales@tongengineering.com    
t:  +44 (0)1790 752771  

www.tongengineering.com

Join us at BP2023

Unrivalled Build Quality  |  Advanced Design  |  Intelligent Control

HALL 1 - STAND 114

Available with integrated optical sorting

Loading & Cleaning | Grading & Sorting | Washing & Processing  | Tipping & Filling | Optical Sorting



THE SPONSORS

Meet the 
sponsors 
We take a look at the sponsors for British Potato 2023

Agrimech is an award-winning agricultural 
machinery solutions and supply company, 
making and maintaining equipment for all 
stages of the weighing, bagging, tray-
filling and palletising process. We are also 
very proud to have received the Queen’s 
Award for Enterprise last year. From initial 
design to finished product, every process 
is overseen by our in-house staff and our 
machinery is stainless steel, meeting the 
very highest and strongest standards. When 
a customer purchases an Agrimech product, 
it’s the start of the relationship, not the 
end. We make the finest quality machines 
possible, and our staff know exactly how 
they work. Our team’s dedication to service 
and support has seen us win numerous 
national customer care awards, so whatever 
the issue, you know that with Agrimech, you 
are in the safest and wisest hands. We're 
also proud of our revolutionary remote 
engineering system called Agrilink, which 
enables us to take a virtual visit to your 
machinery anytime, anywhere.

GOLD
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Branston was formed back in 1968 as a co-
operative of local farmers all growing around 
the Branston area. Over the years we’ve 
embraced the changes in farming and retail 
to become one of the largest buyers and 
packers of potatoes in the UK. Our sites are 
strategically located in the heart of some of 
the country’s best potato-growing land, with 
a dedicated producer group focused around 
each one. We firmly believe in a sustainable 
future for the UK potato industry, and we’re 
delighted to be supporting the British Potato 
event as a Gold sponsor again this year.  

Grimme is a world leader in the manufacture 
of innovative root crop machinery and 
supplies an extensive range of specialist 
equipment to the UK potato industry. 
This includes machines designed for soil 
preparation, planting, irrigation, trailed-
harvesting, self-propelled harvesting, 
handling, grading and much more.
When a UK grower purchases a Grimme 
machine, they’re also investing in the 
UK’s largest network of trained root-crop 
machinery specialists. We are dedicated to 
supporting our customer’s needs through a 
national network of local dealers who offer 
comprehensive sales and aftersales support 
for Grimme equipment. Backed by spare 
parts distribution and technical after-sales 
support from our head office at Swineshead, 
making sure every Grimme customer gets 
the very best support.
This year Grimme will have some great 
aftersales products for you to learn about, 
including extended warranty, service 
packages and the online innovation of 
MyGRIMME. Come and visit the team for 
some great hospitality and learn first-hand 
how our experience and award-winning 
innovations make the experience. 



THE SPONSORS

SILVER 

Haith are renowned for their market 
leading innovative machinery and 
systems for root crop handling, designed 
with ease of maintenance, gentle 
handling, and efficiency in mind. From 
single machines to turnkey facilities to 
suit growers, processors, and packers 
of all sizes. In 2022, Haith received their 
second Queen’s Award for Enterprise in 
the Innovation Category, this time for the 
Rota-Tip TE Box Tippler which is used to 
transfer crops onto washing, sizing, and 
packing lines. Handling solutions you 
can trust.

Leading UK 
manufacturer 
Tong 

Engineering is renowned worldwide for 
unrivalled build quality and the most 
advanced handling systems for efficient 
and gentle grading, optical sorting, 
washing, polishing, processing and box 
handling. From concept design through 
manufacture, project management and 
installation, Tong works closely with 
customers to offer the complete potato 
handling solution from post-harvest 
to pack. Featuring the latest handling 
technologies alongside intelligent and 
automated controls, Tong equipment 
is designed to ensure minimal labour 
requirements whilst maximising capacity 
and yield.

BRONZE
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As the largest 
purchaser of 
British potatoes, 

McCain has been building strong 
relationships with growers for over 50 
years, partnering with 250 farmers. 
We have a dedicated seed business in 
Scotland and five production facilities 
across the UK. With a household retail 
brand, foodservice business and ‘quick 
service restaurant’ range, McCain makes 
one in three UK frozen potato products. 
With a focus on sustainable farming, 
we are committed to supporting the 
long-term viability of the British potato 
industry.

NEWTEC Designed and Manufactured in 
Denmark
Newtec is a leading manufacturer of 
weighing, packing and sorting machinery 
primarily for the fruit and vegetable 
industry. We’re passionate about helping 
you optimize your production and solving 
your business challenges with our 
innovative solutions. To do so, we focus 
on quality and long-lasting relationships 
when designing and manufacturing our 
machines. We have given the industry 
over 25,000 machines in our 45+ years 
of manufacturing and are always looking 
to the future. 

From nematicides 
to tuber treatments 
to foliar fungicides, 
Bayer’s portfolio of crop 

protection products helps growers and 
advisers grow potatoes profitably and 
sustainably. Our innovations enable 
growers to manage pest threats, protect 
against disease and meet market 
specification and with nearly £5 billion 
invested in research and development 
in 2020, we will continue to develop 
innovative solutions to the challenges of 
the future. We look forward to welcoming 
you to the Bayer stand. 

Rushlift will ensure that you always 
have the right type of machine for your 
agricultural needs. Outright purchase, 
contract hire or short-term rental options 
available. We also make sure that we 
support you throughout the lifetime 
of your equipment, with our team of 
dedicated business managers and highly 
skilled engineers.

We believe potatoes 
deserve our investment; 
in terms of time, 

expertise, knowledge, and protection. Our 
collaborative and holistic approach provides 
solutions that help you unlock the potential – and 
the profits – in your potato crops. It’s how we’ve 
developed a strong portfolio of highly effective 
products – including Enervin® SC, Honesty® and 
ALLSTAR® – and why we’ve one of the most 
innovative crop protection pipelines for potatoes. 
Join us and find out how we can Perfect Potatoes 
Together. Subscribe to our newsletter & podcast 
here: agricentre.basf.co.uk/potatoes

DormFresh Ltd offers the 
most advanced products and 
application methods to help 
control sprouting in potatoes, 
thereby extending their 
market life and increasing 
storage periods. Our highly 

experienced research and development 
team continually investigates new chemicals 
and application methods, while concurrently 
developing new equipment to allow us to remain 
at the forefront of technology.

Watson & Brookman and Agritec offer a vast 
range of machinery for the food processing 
industry. With over 44 years of experience, we 
can assist customers in designing bespoke 
solutions for specific projects and pride ourselves 
on producing quality, high- care equipment. 

UPL is on a mission 
to change the game; 
to make every single 
food product more 
sustainable. As a 

market leader in sprout suppression, our new 
biocontrol orange oil ARGOS is now available in 
the UK and Ireland.
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Children are the  
future of farming

The late, great Whitney 
Houston might not have 
been singing about farming, 
but she certainly got it right 

when she said ‘the children are our 
future’. 

According to recent research, the 
average British farmer is decidedly 
middle-aged at 59, yet 60 per cent of 
young people aren’t even considering a 
career in the industry. So why is this?

The study, which was carried out 
by McDonald’s UK, reported that 
over two-thirds of the young people 
surveyed (68 per cent) feared a career 
in farming wouldn’t provide job 
satisfaction, and 79 per cent didn’t 
believe they had the necessary skills.

In addition, 64 per cent of those aged 

19 to 22 saw a lack of young people in 
the industry as a barrier to entry, while 
three-quarters of British farmers said 
there was a significant skills shortage, 
with over 52 per cent struggling to find 
the talented workers they needed.

The findings were echoed in a 
2022 report from The Institute for 
Agriculture and Horticulture (TIAH), 
which found more needed to be done 
to change young people’s perceptions 
of careers in the industry.

It’s certainly something we are aware 
of at Agrimech, where co-founder 
Belinda Smith and I have recently 
made way for some home-grown 
young talent to move up through the 
ranks, with Jason Rudolph becoming 
Sales Director at the company and 

Matthew Fielding assuming the role of 
Operations Director.

It was a particularly poignant step 
for me, as I had spent more than two 
decades working as a service engineer 
prior to launching the company in 
2009, and this effectively symbolised 
the end of my engineering career on 
the tools – and also the end of a large 
chapter of my life, as a new one begins.

We have always designed, 
manufactured and maintained all 
our own products on-site, but the 
realisation finally set in for me in 
2022/2023 that we are Agrimech and 
not ‘Darren in a Van’ anymore, as it 
is now a machinery brand in its own 
right. 

Restructuring the company and 
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award-winning levels of service and 
after sales.

With fresh talent on board, and 
new premises, it feels like we are very 
much moving in the right direction, 
but how does the farming industry do 
the same?

The TIAH research, which was 
carried out in conjunction with Family 
Kids & Youth Market Research and 
Consultancy, set out to identify the 
main barriers preventing young people 
from taking up careers in the sector.

It found there was a low level of 
awareness of farming in homes, 
schools and among career switchers, 
and that the perception of agriculture 
was outdated. The conclusion was that 
this was probably linked to limited 
coverage in the school curriculum, 
a lack of contact between the 
industry and schools, and ‘confusing’ 
representation in the media.

While the TIAH is currently working 
to develop an action plan to address 
the issue, we must all do what we can 
to attract younger people into the 
agricultural sector, if it is to survive. 
They really are our future, and, to 
return to Whitney’s ‘Greatest Love of 
All’, we have to ‘teach them well and let 
them lead the way’.

None of us will be here forever, and 
without the involvement of the next 
generation, neither will the farming 
industry.

admire and enjoy the progress that we 
all created.

Prototyping has been a massive part 
of what we do for the last 11 years, 
and we’ve been constantly making 
new machines and then evolving 
them over time. We aim to finalise our 
last product prototypes by mid-to-
late 2025 to complete our range as a 
manufacturer for the remainder of the 
twenties, thus giving us time to settle 
them all into the total end-of-line 
offering we have chosen to market.

Removing myself from the 
development of new products for a few 
years, to again hand over to others, I 
intend to use my time to strengthen 
our presence around the world.

As sales begin to grow on a global 
scale, we will be well placed to 
compete as a British brand against the 
market leaders of the rest of the world 
– something that Belinda and I are very 
proud of. 

From our humble beginnings, we 
have transformed into the company 
we are today, and we continue to 
develop our British-designed and built 
machinery range, while reinvesting all 
that we have back into the company 
to promote its growth and presence as 
an internationally known and trusted 
brand, not only in the machinery 
itself, but with a promise to deliver 
what we say we will with integrity 
and commitment, backed up with 

Below: Presentation 
of the Queens Award 
for International Trade 
to Agrimech by the 
Lord-Lieutenant of 
Norfolk

letting the next generation through 
was an important decision to make, 
and it has allowed other members 
of the Agrimech family to move and 
experience new responsibilities and 
challenges, Belinda and I included.

Young talent is also essential for 
growth, and has been instrumental in 
our own expansion to new premises, 
as we finally had to admit that we 
had outgrown our original base in 
Cambridgeshire.

Purchasing a new site away from 
where it all began has been another 
emotional decision, but also a pivotal 
turning-point in our capacity to build 
full production lines from start to 
finish. We can now assemble products 
in their entirety, then disassemble 
them and send to site. This is a new era 
completely and has changed our install 
practice, fleet of vehicles and times 
dramatically.

The first building is up and 
operational, with factory two having 
its foundation poured and steel work 
delivered, and factory three ground-
cleared for commencement in the 
spring of 2024. This new, three-acre site 
will give us the foothold to expand and 
grow long into the future.

It is also different, as I will never 
physically work in the new sheds as 
an engineer, so it is oddly humbling 
that, after all the hours put in to build 
the company to this point, I can finally 
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The NEW SELECT 200 builds on the 
same DNA as the proven GRIMME 
GT with a host of advanced new 
features that make harvesting easier, 
faster and even more productive.

Telescopic Axle
• 3.0m road transport width.
• Larger (26.5”) wheels for enhanced wheel drive and increased flotation.
• Easily open up harvest breaks in the field.

VarioDrive
• Lower power consumption than hydraulic drive.
• Simple mechanics with low maintenance.
• Reversible web direction.

Longer 1st Main Web
• Approximately 0.8m² more sieving area, compared to the GT170.
• Allows for greater separation.

Re-designed MultiSep
• Increased angle for greater separation.
• Simplified maintenance.
• Choice of gentle segments available.

Vario RS Separation System
• Available for heavy conditions.
• Change separation distances simply from the cab.
• Adjustable angles for increased separation and crop flow.

SmartView System
• 12” HD, multifunction touch-screen.
• Slow-motion, zoom and record functions.
• High definition, wide angle camera system that is unique to Grimme.

CCI 800 / CCI1200 Operator Terminals
• 8” (CCI100) or optional 12.1” CCI1200 touch screen terminal.
• Improved symbols and screen layout with black, glare free background.
• New joystick box available for active steering.

Windrowing Cross Conveyor
• Reduced drop heights and damage for crops.
• Left to right movement of conveyor.
• Hydraulically folds within the width of the machine.

Double MultiSep and Blower Combination
• Third active separator is now possible to remove loose haulm, trash and straw.
• Reduced workload at the grader as haulm and trash is left in the field. 

myGrimme Connectivity
• Remote viewing of machine via GSC telematic box mounted to the harvester.
• Recording of jobs and machine data for crop assurance schemes.

Next Generation, Same DNA
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End-to-end coverage 
for the British potato 

supply chain
Stephanie Cornwall, Editor of Potato Review, discusses the changes and 
challenges the magazine and industry have encountered in recent years.

POTATO Review magazine, 
along with its website and 
weekly e-letters, seeks to keep 
the whole industry informed 

about what’s happening in the potato 
supply chain – from preparing the soil 
for seed growth, through the planting, 
nurturing, protecting and harvesting 
practices, to storage, transport, sale 
and ultimate consumption.

As with any fresh or manufactured 
products, it’s never a one-way street.

What happens at ‘the end game’ 
will ultimately have repercussions 
throughout the supply chain. At the 
end of the day, the greater the number 
of potatoes being consumed, the 
greater the demand from growers, 
suppliers and everything in between.

So when Warners Group was asked 
whether it would like to take over a 
small but popular agronomists’ journal 
around six years ago, which it had 
printed and laid out for its previous 
owners, it saw an opportunity to widen 
its coverage and provide an end-to-
end news conduit that would keep the 

whole industry up to date with latest 
developments, trends and insights.

Since then, Potato Review has grown 
in size and content, endeavouring to 
keep you up to date with everything 
from growing challenges through to 
consumer trends and feedback. Our 
growing number of followers on social 
media are further testament to our 
desire to share news, advice and good 
practices from both ends of the supply 
chain.

The Covid years were one 
of the biggest challenges 
the industry has faced – in 
supply terms, availability of 
labour/skills and, of course, 
diminished demand from the 
hospitality sector. 

But those in the potato 
industry are made of sterner 
stuff and rose to the challenge, 
albeit taking many hits 
along the way. Some of the 
repercussions are still being felt, 
but resilience was a key theme 
at the 2021 British Potato event, 
and we’re sure the 2023 event 
will further demonstrate how far 
we’ve come.

Having taken on the editorship 
of this magazine just over five 
years ago, I’ve been proud to join 
this friendly, forward-focussed 
and ever-evolving industry and 
can honestly say there’s never 
been a dull moment. The research, 
trials, technological advances, and 
individuals’ accounts have given us 
plenty to write about and publish.

We now look forward to the next 
phase! 

“As with any fresh or 
manufactured products,  
it’s never a one-way street.
What happens at ‘the end 
game’ will ultimately have 
repercussions throughout  
the supply chain”.
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Sprout Suppressants: 
Life after CIPC!

Since the withdrawal of sprout suppressant chlorpropham (CIPC), growers, store managers 
fogging contractors have been adapting to recently approved products, and also different 

uses for older ones. Lottie Pridmore speaks to two potato storage industry specialists.

“…a total of three applications of 1,4-DMN were 
made, with good quality tubers still coming out of 
store at the end of June…”

Prior to deciding on your 
sprout suppressant, work 
closely with your customer 
base and make sure you know 

their priorities, advises Tim Kitson, 
independent consultant and store 
manager at Potato Solutions.

Current options for the processing 
sector are 1,4-DMN, Biox-M (mint oil), 
ARGOS (orange oil), and ethylene, 
underpinned by maleic hydrazide 
(MH) which is applied in the field. 
1,4-DMN received approval for use in 
GB for the 2022-2023 storage season, 
although it has been used in other 
countries for a number of years. 

 Tim used 1,4-DMN for the first time 
in processing stores that he manages, 
and his overall assessment is that he 
has gained great confidence in the 
product’s ability to deliver a good result 
even when storage conditions are not 
ideal. 

2022 provided challenging 
conditions for storage, as potatoes in 
the field were exposed to excessive 
heat with high day degrees resulting 
in tubers being physiologically older 
than normal at harvest, says Tim. In 
addition, he had some fields where it 
had been impossible to apply MH to 
kickstart dormancy.

“Following the advice from 
Dormfresh to make the first 
application of 1,4-DMN promptly, we 
applied three weeks after loading. As 
the weather remained mild, ambient 
stores were warm and after structured 
assessments we reapplied as and 
where required. 

“I was concerned at this point, and 
spoke to some store managers in the 
Netherlands, who have been using 1,4-
DMN for a number of years, and they 
calmed my reservations and told us to 
keep going.”

Tim monitors sub-samples weekly 
within the store to assess development, 
and he was pleased to find that his 
Dutch colleagues had given him good 
advice; by January, potatoes had slowed 
down their respiration rate, become 
dormant and were looking good.

Speaking at the end of July 
he recounts that a total of three 
applications of 1,4-DMN were made, 
with good quality tubers still coming 
out of store at the end of June, and 
one of the stores was still going at 
the end of July, without showing any 
movement.

…a total of three applications of 
1,4-DMN were made, with good quality 
tubers still coming out of store at the 
end of June…

“This has helped us develop real 
confidence in 1,4-DMN.”

He reminds store managers of 
the importance of teamwork, and 
collaboration with the customer base 
is key to knowing when they will be 
looking to move tubers, so they can 
ensure that the harvest interval for 1,4-
DMN is adhered to.

Reflecting on the different sprout 
suppressants now available, he notes 

ABOVE: Chris Francis, 
Potato Storage 
Treatment

OPPOSITE PAGE: 
Tim Kitson, Potato 
Solutions
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MODERN SPROUT SUPPRESSANT CHEMICALS
All the modern sprout suppressant 
chemicals have certain uses and all of them 
work well under the right conditions, says 
Chris Francis of Potato Storage Treatment. 

1,4-DMN is the closest alternative to CIPC 
for the processing sector, and ironically, is a 
product which for years Chris had wanted to 
use in combination with CIPC. 

Chris says: “Last year the tubers going 
into store were already stressed from 
the adverse weather during the growing 
season, and 1,4-DMN has done a better 
job than many expected at the start of the 
season, with minimal weight loss too.”

Looking at the options in our toolbox now 
he notes 1,4-DMN works differently from 
the other suppressants as it has a residual 
effect, while Biox-M and ARGOS work on 
contact to burn off the sprouts. 

“We have used extensively both Biox-M 
and ARGOS with very good results and both 
benefit from short withholding periods.

“We are finding that using a combination 
of products can help store managers 
work with any scenarios they may find 
themselves in. There is definitely a place in 
the market for all of the products available 
to us now.

“The key to good sprout suppression is 
attention to detail by all involved. Growers, 
store managers and applicators working in 
unison all have their parts to play. 

 “We need to look closely at ventilation 
rates going forward. I find high ventilation 
rates always causes earlier repeat 
treatments and tuber weight loss”. 

He goes on to say that since the 
withdrawal of CIPC, maleic hydrazide (MH), 
which is applied in the field before harvest 
has become the backbone for sprout 
suppression. 

“It is now used in combination with all the 
different sprout suppressants available to 
us.” 

“…1,4-DMN has done a better job than 
many expected at the start of the season, 
with minimal weight loss too…”

that the industry is now in a better 
place than it was when CIPC use was 
ubiquitous. 

“All the products have their niche 
uses; for example ARGOS is cost 
effective for short term storage 
situations in bulk stores.” 

He explains that as ARGOS and 
Biox-M work on contact and provide 
reactive treatment to sprouting and 
are good at cleaning up sprouting 
issues, but they both need good air 
distribution. 

It is easier to find this within bulk 
storage than in box stores, many of 
which are still overhead throw (OHT) 
style. 

“On the other hand, 1,4-DMN is 
more mobile and able to move well in 
stores.”

All the products applied in stores 
Tim oversees are done by fogging 
contractors, with good coordination 
with the store owner/manager to 
ensure good temperature and air flow 
to avoid condensation. 

“All the products have caused minor 
scorch on crops; for example, with 
ARGOS and Biox-M creating problems 
round cabling. However, the damage 
has been minimal and have created no 
long term issues.” 

He also warns that some sensors 
and CO2 detectors may need to be 
removed prior to applications as they 
can be corrupted. 

Moving on to talk about ethylene, he 
reports that it works well and is simple 
to operate although there can be fry 
colour complications.

“This is variety dependent, and 
as processing varieties are being 
developed with greater sugar stability, 
the impact on fry colour may decrease 
in the future.”

Getting the best results also depends 
on best practice store management, 
and Tim recalls that he is often asked 
about weight loss.

“Good store management will help 
keep it at a low level, but passing drier 
air across tubers will always result 

in some weight loss; but it varies 
according to the time the fans are 
running, humidity and air temperature 
– and also there are differences from 
year to year.

“Also, if you have issues such as soft 
rot, you will have to run the fans, and 
this will cause some dehydration of the 
other tubers.” 

Running newer control systems in 
stores will help keep weight loss to a 
minimum, he says, adding: “It doesn’t 
detract from the store managers role, 
which is still vital, but the technology 
supports the end result.”

Looking forward to the 2023 harvest, 
he points out that applying MH will be 
challenging again, this time because 
incessant showery weather in July 
has not provided ideal conditions for 
applying MH.

“Nonetheless, we are confident 
that we are able to control sprouting, 
including in the absence of MH, 
and can output good quality stored 
potatoes twelve months of the year.”
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Bauer introduces new 
E-series reel irrigators

New E-series reel irrigators 
from Bauer feature several 
improvements designed 
to make operation and 

maintenance easier while maintaining 
the product’s outstanding reputation for 
strength, performance and durability.

Adrian Tindall, Bauer UK & Ireland 
sales manager, said: “Bauer has put in a 
lot of R&D investment over recent years 
to equip the market-leading Rainstar 
E-series for new digital technologies, 
including the Smart Rain remote 
monitoring and control app.

“Now, attention has been turned 
to some aspects of the mechanical 
components, mainly to improve access 
for servicing, maintenance and setting-
up to further improve the operator 
experience.”

The most obvious visual change is 
the development of a single hinged side 
panel allowing easy access to gearbox, 

turbine and controls.
Opening the new cover also reveals 

a larger battery to power the Ecostar 
6000 controller with its 4.3in LED 
touch-screen, which is supplemented 
by membrane buttons for the most 
frequently used functions. The battery 
itself is now maintained by more efficient 
solar panels for more reliable charging. 

Remote operation using either SMS, 
or SmartRain internet based irrigation 
management app give operator’s 
unrivalled control and data management 
to ensure maximum water efficiency of 
water usage and labour.

Other changes include easy access to 
the drum centre, higher specification 
hydraulic rams to improve jack leg 
operation, heavier duty drive for drum 
rotation system, and uprated chassis to 
allow retro-fitting of brakes on both two 
wheel and four-wheel variants.

The Bauer E-series comprises five 

models from the E 100 to E 500, each 
available with from seven to 11 different 
diameter and length combinations of 
Bauer’s own polyethylene (PE) pipe 
manufactured at the group’s principle 
factory in Voitsberg, Austria.

Adrian Tindall - UK & Ireland
Rob Jackson - UK & Ireland

07708 91 95 97
07939 41 04 17

a.tindall@bauer-at.com
r.jackson@bauer-at.com

THE BEST JUST GOT BETTER

www.bauer-at.com

New improved Rainstar for 2024
Fast access side cover I Service access to drum centre I High performance solar panels I  Increased battery power

Heavy duty swivel aid I Increase rams for support legs I Improved cart lift I Chassis pre-prepared for brakes
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New insecticide from 
Bayer offers excellent 

virus protection
Flupyradifurone, a new aphicide with translaminar movement and a wide 

application window, is expected to recieve approval in time for the 2024 season.

Virus-carrying aphids 
represent a significant 
threat to potato 
production.  Unfortunately, 

the task of protecting crops against 
the threat of virus transmission has 
become harder in recent years.  This 
is due in large part to the spread 
of vectors resistant to insecticides 
containing pyrethroid and carbamate 
substances and the loss of systemic 
insecticides such as those containing 
neonicotinoids.  In their place growers 
have resorted to regular applications 
of mineral oil while experimenting 
with cultural measures such as the 
use of straw mulch and wildflower 
strips within fields.  The success of 
these measures has been variable but 
the rise in crops demonstrating virus 
symptoms suggests they have been 
insufficient to deliver the high-level 
protection needed. 

Evidence of how difficult it has 
become to protect crops from 
infection is perhaps most evident 
in the increasing incidence of virus 
in Scotland’s seed crops, especially 
those exhibiting mosaic symptoms.  
In the space of a single season, the 
proportion of seed crops found with 
mosaic symptoms more than tripled.  
From 7.3% in 2018 to 22.3% in 2019, the 
highest level recorded in 20 years.  In 
the years since the upward trend has 
been reversed – down to 10% in 2022 
– with those involved suggesting it is 
the result of wider adoption of cultural 
measures.

Within the complex of mosaic 
viruses, Potato Virus Y (PVY) 

dominates.  It accounted for 87% of 
cases recorded in 2019.  Analysis by 
SASA concluded that of the cases 
identified in symptomatic leaf samples 
during 2019 crop inspections, 88% 
were from aphid-transmitted viruses 
and 70% were PVYN making it the 
principal virus threat.  The amount of 
crop affected by another virus, potato 
leaf roll virus (PLRV), has fluctuated.  It 
fell in 2019 but has increased steadily 
since.  In 2022, the incidence of PLRV 
was recorded at 9.4%, up from 5.0% in 
2021 and 3.5% in 2020.

The cost of virus in all its guises 
to growers is significant.  A recent 
study published in the journal 
Potato Research investigated the 
economic costs of PVY in 2002 (see 
table).  Including lost output, the 
cost of treatments, downgrades or 
rejections, crop roguing, replacement 
seed and the effect of tuber necrotic 
ringspot disease caused by PVYNTN, the 
aggregate loss to the potato sector in 
Europe during 2002 was reckoned to be 
€187.2 million.

The economic impact of PLRV 
is widely accepted to be less [than 
for PVY].  This was not always the 
case, but the introduction of seed 
verification schemes has greatly 
reduced the seed-borne reservoir.

PVY impact by variety
Depending on the cultivar and whether 
it is a ware or seed crop, the economic 
value of lost yield arising from PVY 
infection varies greatly (see fig 1).  From 
9.6% for Lady Christl to 37% for Bintje 
with an average of 23.5%.  From this, 
the researchers at the Swiss research 
institute Agroscope calculated the 
average yield loss for 1% PVY infection 
as 223 kg/ha.

A new insecticide from 
Bayer
Flupyradifurone is a new active 
substance for the control of aphids. 
Bayer is seeking approval for a 
single application in a range of crops 
including pulses, potatoes, sugar beet, 
carrots and apple. 

“Flupyradifurone is a new aphicide 
with translaminar movement, so 
is efficacious on insects feeding on 
the underside of the leaf even when 
applied to the upper surface of the 
leaf,” Richard Phillips, Bayer campaign 
manager for roots and horticulture 
crops, says. 

“We have trials investigating 
its performance across a range of 
crops in Great Britain, but the initial 
observations prove promising with 
good activity against the main aphid 

Potato sector Loss (€/ha) Crop area 
(‘000 ha)

Aggregate 
loss 
(€ million)

Seed 427.3 224 95.9

Table 43.6 774 33.7

Processing 43.1 1337 57.6

Total - 2335 187.2

Average loss per hectare due to PVY for all potato 
sectors in the European Union (EU) in 2002

Reference: Economic impact of Potato Virus Y (PVY) in Europe.  
Potato Research (2023)
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species. It is also performing well 
in a programme with other active 
substances which will support 
integrated measures intent on 
promoting anti-resistance,” he adds. 

It works after oral ingestion or 
direct contact but is also systemic - if 
applied to the leaves and stems it is 
also readily taken up and translocated 
via the xylem to newer leaves and is 
redistributed within leaves exhibiting 
translaminar activity. 

Flupyradifurone applied at the 
recommended rate leads to a quick 
feeding (honeydew excretion) 
cessation within two hours of product 
application, even on aphids feeding 
on the under-leaf side and not directly 
exposed to the spray droplets. 

Rapid knockdown of pests can be 
expected. Obvious control usually 
occurs after two days and is dependent 
upon pest stage, with youngest larvae 
being most susceptible and adults 
least susceptible. For optimum control, 
application should be made as soon 
as possible once pest thresholds have 
been surpassed.

At the anticipated application 
rate of 0.125 litres per hectare, 
flupyradifurone achieves moderate 
control of the group of aphids known 
to circulate in potato crops. Trials 
in vegetable crops have shown that 
control can be further improved 
– close to that seen with Movento 
(spirotetramat) – with the addition of 
an adjuvant oil. Work this season will 

determine the appropriate rate for 
inclusion. 

“Flupyradifurone will bring a new 
mode of action to insect control 
strategies which will support 
anti-resistance measures while 
bringing much-needed flexibility to 
programmes. It has a wide application 
window of BBCH 31 (beginning of crop 

cover: 10% of plants meet between 
rows) to BBCH 89 (end of ripening) 
with a seven-day harvest interval,” says 
Mr Phillips. 

● The Economic Impact of Potato 
Virus Y (PVY) in Europe can be seen 
at https://doi.org/10.1007/s11540-
023-09623-x

Fig 1. The percentage average yield loss due to 
PVY for 22 cultivars tested in the field for at least 
10 years.  The number shown in the bars is the 
number of years of trials for the corresponding 
cultivar.  The error shown is the standard 
deviation.

Reference: Economic impact of Potato Virus Y 
(PVY) in Europe. Potato Research (2023)

“In the space of a 
single season, the 
proportion of seed 
crops found with 
mosaic symptoms 
more than tripled”.

Below: Richard 
Philips believes 
flupyradifurone will be 
welcomed by potato 
and vegetable crop 
growers
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Investing in  
automation: 

The Role of Automatic Weighing Technology in Fruit and Vegetable Production

In the competitive realm of 
fruit and vegetable production, 
packhouses continually strive 
to deliver high-quality produce 

efficiently and profitably to the market. 
Questions such as how to improve 
efficiency, reduce costs, and ensure the 
highest quality of their products are 
often raised. 

A pivotal tool aiding packhouses 
in this endeavor is the transition to 
automation. One crucial investment 
that can significantly impact 
these goals is the acquisition of 
industrial weighing sorting and 
packing machinery. However, this 
is a considerable capital investment 
that requires careful research and 
evaluation. This article explores the 
key considerations, pricing factors, 
and costs associated with investing 
in food machinery with focus on the 
advantages of weighing technology.

The Advantages of 
Automatic Weighing 
Technology

1Precision and Accuracy: Automatic 
weighing machines provide 

precision in measuring produce, 
minimizing product giveaway, and 
reducing waste. High-tech equipment 
ensures that the weight of each product 
is precisely calculated, enhancing the 
overall quality of the produce and 
optimizing profitability.

2 Increased Efficiency: The high-
speed operation of automatic 

weighing machines significantly 
improves packaging efficiency. These 
machines can handle large volumes 
of produce swiftly, streamlining the 
weighing, sorting, and packaging 
processes. This efficiency results in 
enhanced throughput and faster 

delivery to retailers, meeting consumer 
demand effectively.

3 Labor Savings: By automating 
weighing and packaging tasks, fruit 

and vegetable producers can reduce 
their dependence on manual labor. 
The workforce can then be allocated to 
more specialized roles, optimizing labor 
resources, and potentially reducing 
overall labor costs.

4 Flexibility and Adaptability: 
Modern automatic weighing 

machines are designed to handle 
various types of produce and packaging 
formats. They offer customization 
options to accommodate different 
sizes, shapes, and weight requirements, 
making them versatile for a wide 
range of fruits and vegetables. This 
adaptability enables producers to 
respond quickly to changing market 
demands.

5 Improved Product Handling: 
Gentle product handling is 

paramount for delicate fruits and 
vegetables to maintain their quality 
and appearance. Advanced automatic 
weighing machines are equipped with 
features that ensure gentle handling, 
minimizing bruising or damage during 
the weighing and packing process.

Key Considerations 
for Transitioning to 
Automatic Weighing 
Solutions

1 Initial Investment: Automatic 
weighing technology requires a 

significant capital investment. However, 
the long-term cost savings and 
increased productivity must be taken 
into account. Evaluating the return on 
investment (ROI) will help determine 
whether the adoption of automatic 
weighing technology is economically 
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viable. Switching from manual labor 
to machine automation can lead to 
substantial labor cost reductions.

2 Customization Options: Reputable 
manufacturers offer customization 

options to tailor machines to suit 
specific operations, ensuring optimal 
performance and efficiency. Choosing 
the right automatic weighing 
solution for their customers entails 
understanding the unique needs and 
requirements of each packhouse.

3 Price and Customization: When 
businesses begin searching the 

market for the right solution, pricing 
and costs become top priorities. While 
some off-the-shelf machines may be 
available, finding the optimal solution 
often involves customization to meet 
specific production requirements. The 
degree of customization required can 
vary each time, leading to fluctuations 
in initial costs. Generally, more complex 
and bespoke solutions tend to have 
higher initial costs.

4 Maintenance and Support: 
Regular maintenance and prompt 

technical support are vital for keeping 

automatic weighing machines 
operating at their best. Partnering 
with a reliable manufacturer that 
offers ongoing support, spare parts 
availability, and efficient repair services 
is essential for smooth operations.

5 Training and Workforce 
Integration: Transitioning to 

automation may require training the 
workforce to operate and maintain 
the new equipment. Proper training 
ensures seamless integration of 
automatic weighing technology into 
existing production processes.

6 Cost of Ownership (TCO): 
Beyond the initial purchase price, 

a crucial aspect to consider is the 
total cost of ownership (TCO). TCO 
takes into account the operating costs, 
maintenance expenses, and reliability 
of the machinery over its lifetime. 
Choosing a reliable machine with low 
downtime is essential for ensuring a 
continuous output of saleable products. 
Frequent breakdowns or lengthy 
downtime can lead to missed orders 
and potential product waste.

In conclusion, investing in 
automation requires thorough research 
and consideration of the total cost of 
ownership and return on investment. 

By partnering with reputable 
manufacturers that emphasize 
reliability and provide ongoing support, 
businesses can optimize production 
efficiency and achieve significant cost 
savings over the machine’s lifetime.

Automatic weighing technology plays 
a crucial role in the fruit and vegetable 
production industry, enhancing 
precision, efficiency, and productivity. 
By evaluating specific needs and 
considering long-term benefits, fruit 
and vegetable producers can make 
informed decisions and successfully 
adopt automatic weighing solutions, 
contributing to their competitiveness 
and overall success in the market. As a 
leading provider of automatic weighing 
technology, Newtec offers tailored 
solutions that cater to the evolving 
demands of the industry.

Below: Newtec’s 
accurate weighing 
machine, model 
4015B2

"Advanced automatic weighing 
machines are equipped with 
features that ensure gentle 
handling, minimizing bruising 
or damage".
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PACE MECHANICAL HANDLING

PACE TO CELEBRATE A  
RECORD BREAKING YEAR AT 

BRITISH POTATO 2023
One of the UK’s leading suppliers of automated packing solutions will 

celebrate a record-breaking year at British Potato in November.

PACE Mechanical Handling, 
which designs and installs 
robotic and automated 
packing lines, has revealed 

that 2023 will be the company’s best-
ever year.

 Orders received in the first eight 
months of 2023 have exceeded the 
company’s previous best-ever year, 
and with four months remaining 
and enquiries still coming in, PACE 
is looking forward to celebrating in 
Harrogate.

 According to PACE’s managing 
director Nick Cesare, interest from the 
potato industry has played a significant 
part in the company’s success.

 “Orders from potato growers and 
packers represent about a third of our 
sales in 2023, so it’s a very important 
sector for us, and we’re looking forward 
to exhibiting at British Potato,” says 
Nick. “We’ve had an excellent year so 
far, and in the first eight months of 
2023, we have beaten our previous best 
year, which was 2018, when we saw 
turnover reach seven figures.

 “I think we’ve benefited from several 
factors. Potato packers and growers 
are looking for ways to cope with 
labour shortages, and they’re looking 
to pack more quickly and effectively. 
Automation and robotic packing and 

palletising are therefore increasingly 
popular with them.”

 Mr Cesare celebrated 40 years of 
working in the fresh produce and 
potato sector earlier this year and has 
been pioneering automated packing 
through PACE Mechanical Handling 
since 1996.

 PACE uses four core products to 
develop reliable, efficient and cost-
effective automated packaging and 
palletising solutions: the Gemini twin 
head weigher, Orion Weigher, Orion 
Weigher and sack placer and the CBC 
sack placer and stitcher line. 

 Thanks to its long-standing 
partnership with Motoman of Japan, 
PACE Mechanical Handling offers a 
wide of robots, from pick and place 
up to specialist heavy lifting models. 
By having its own team of fabricators 
and software engineers and extensive 
experience in designing and installing 
complete production lines, Nick and 
his team can deliver everything from 
a small automated packing robot to a 
complete turnkey solution.

 One potato grower who has 
benefited from installing a bespoke 
PACE packing line is OGE Chapman 
& Son, which supplies potatoes to fish 
and chips shops.

 “We installed the PACE palletising 

system five years ago, and it was one of 
the best things we’ve done,” says Jamie 
Chapman. “We needed to reduce our 
labour costs, so, with Nick’s help, we 
installed a sack placer and stitch line.

“Our potatoes come into a hopper, 
over the grader, through Nick’s 
equipment which packs them into 
25kg sacks, which are then placed on 
the pallet.

 “By installing the sack placer, we no 
longer needed a man there to do the 
job. As that person was checking the 
quality of the stitching, we installed 
a stitch line too. Stitching can be 
temperamental, but the PACE machine 
never lets us down.”

 As well as reducing labour, the 
PACE solution has increased Chapman 
& Son’s capacity and throughput.

 “On a good day, we can have up to 
100 tonnes being packed. Before we 
automated the process, this would 
have been two days’ work! Nick’s 
double-headed weigher is also more 
accurate than our previous weigher 
and increases our output.”

● To learn more about PACE 
Mechanical and its automated 
solutions for potato packing, visit 
stand 223 in hall 2 at British Potato or 
www.robotpalletizing.co.uk.

Above: Nick Cesare

Below: One of PACE 
Mechanical Handling’s 
automated packing 
lines for potatoes.
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BASF

Perfecting 
Potatoes 
Together 

Luke Pollard, BASF Campaign Manager for Speciality Crops talks about the 
focus of their Perfecting Potatoes Together campaign and it’s success.

When BASF launched 
Perfecting Potatoes 
Together in 2021, 
the objective was 

to develop a network that would 
collaboratively support each by sharing 
interesting stories, news and events, 
helping fill part of the void following 
the demise of AHDB Potatoes. 

The company engaged with growers 
and agronomists, and continues to 
do so, to help develop and drive the 
topics and content, ensuring it remains 
engaging and relevant to the sector. 
It wanted to offer something that 
was quick to consume, valuable and 
provided a regular touchpoint. 

What the company didn’t anticipate 
is how quickly it would grow and the 
significantly high level of engagement. 
Their dedicated monthly newsletter 
alone records an opening rate three 
times the industry average, whilst 
their monthly short podcast is seeing 
growers now email in with requests for 
speakers. 

A CAMPAIGN OF COLLABORATION

In 2022 they set up three regional 
potato hub sites, welcoming hundreds 
of people to see trials and learn more 
about their new pipeline, providing a 
chance for growers to get together and 
catch up. 

What is key is that the campaign 
does not focus, and often does not 
even mention, chemistry or the 
products made by the manufacturer. 
Stories look to learn more about what 
is happening on the ground, advancing 
technologies and machinery, new 
techniques being put into practice, 
genetics, regenerative agriculture, and 
diversification to name a few topics. It 
explores the challenges from disease 
and weed pressure to climate, supply 
chains and markets. It also looks to 
promote the opportunities available to 
growers from new ideas and solutions 
to industry developments.

On-Farm Trials
Jim Reid who grows seed potatoes 
in Montrose, Scotland and has been 

supplying McCain with processing 
varieties since 1987 was one of the first 
to feature in the campaign, sharing his 
experience with science and research 
on-farm, as well as some of the results.   

“The toolbox is almost empty for 
insecticides, so we need to be exploring 
and embracing more natural forms of 
defence. 

 “Straw mulching, as an alternative 
to chemicals, has been a success here 
at Milton of Mathers, and last year 
(2021) we had a higher saleable seed 
yield, as the wheat straw we applied 
pre-emergence of potatoes, provided 
insulation to the plants during the cold 
spring, as well as providing protection 
from aphids. 

 “As host of Scotland’s Strategic 
Potato Farm (sPot) we have been 
trialling a new biological treatment to 
help eradicate potato cyst nematode 
(PCN) and have been using GPS to 
selectively target infected areas on-
farm. We have then been applying a 
chitinous soil amendment, made from 
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TOP MIDDLE: Luke 
Pollard

TOP RIGHT: Jim Reid

woodchip and shellfish waste, to help 
kill any active cysts. This approach has 
allowed us to be more precise in our 
placement of chemicals and to ensure 
good land isn’t taken out of production 
unnecessarily. 

“We have also been participating in 
desiccation trials and have been testing 
four different nozzle types for spraying, 
then analysing and comparing the 
deposition of chemicals on our plants. 
We have found that some of the 
modern nozzle designs can deliver a 
spray quality that minimises spray drift 
without compromising either spray 
coverage or product efficacy.”

Learning from across  
the world
And it doesn’t just bring forward 
information from the UK. Brendon 
Rockey is a third-generation farmer 
in Colorado. His approach to potato 
growing is an unusual one. The 
productive land is in rotation with a 
16-species cover crop mix grazed by 
livestock, and the potatoes are grown 
with companion crops and flower 
strips. 

Initially, Brendon planted a single 
species cover crop, sorghum sudan, but 
says the biggest leap forward was when 
he discovered ‘cocktail’ mixes and went 
from one to seven species.  He shared 
his journey with trying something new, 
and the positive impact on his yield, as 
he explained during a feature for the 
campaign.  

“It was such a mindset shift – you’re 
taught that plants compete with each 
other but that’s not true, if you select 
the right ones. 

“We had a beautiful potato crop 

the following year, and with hindsight 
I know why.  We’d changed the 
composition of the soil by bringing 
in more carbon, leading to better 
aggregate stability and soil structure.”  

With a growing desire for more 
diversity, Brendon was keen to 
incorporate the principal into his cash 
crop but wasn’t sure how.  He describes 
the moment when he elected not 
to hand rogue some volunteer field 
peas that were growing in among his 
potatoes as an ‘ah-ha’ moment. 

“As both plants thrived, the next year 
I purposefully hand-planted pea seed 
in with some rows of potatoes. The 
year after I was in the market for a new 
planter and found a manufacturer able 
to help. 

“It’s taken a little trial and error but 
10-15 pounds / acre is the ideal seeding 
rate. It provides the density but doesn’t 
waste expensive seed.” 

With diversity still very much at the 
forefront of Brendon’s mind, he has 
subsequently added chickling vetch, 
chickpeas, faba beans and buckwheat 
to his companion crop mix.   

Extending the flowering season 
has been another piece of the jigsaw.  
“Now, we have flowering strips not just 
surrounding crops but between them,” 
Brendon explains. “They flower before 
the cash crop and its companion 
plants, allowing populations of 
beneficial insects to build before they 
are needed. 

“Being a seed producer, we’re always 
analysing crops for aphid vectored 
viruses and that shows how successful 
this approach is.” 

Brendon’s quest for diversity hasn’t 
stopped with plants.  Most recently 
he has added 1,400 head of sheep and 

95 head cattle to his rotation and says 
they’ve helped bring some ‘niggly soil-
borne diseases’ under control, though 
it has meant tweaking the cover crop 
mix to enhance its nutritional value.

Wide industry support
Perfecting Potatoes Together is about 
ensuring wide industry support, 
from scientists and researchers to 
manufacturers, processors, packers, 
and growers.  

The positive response from those 
who have already contributed is 
testimony to the success of the 
campaign, including Eric Anderson 
and Jim Wilson from Scottish 
Agronomy, Lucinda Smith at Dyson 
Farming, Simon Faulkner of SDF 
Agriculture Ltd, Soil Scientist Jenni 
Dungait, Mike Renouard from the 
Jersey Royal Company, Cedric Porter 
from World Potato Markets, Dr Glenn 
Bryan from the James Hutton Institute, 
Stephanie Cornwall from Potato 
Review, Charlotte Wood from Priory 
Vodka, Archie Gibson from Agrico and 
GB Potatoes, and Ed Hodson from 
Grimmie UK.

All podcasts are available on the 
usual streaming platforms, just search 
“BASF Agricultural Solutions” and 
features and articles can be found on 
the BASF website, by searching for 
“Perfecting Potatoes Together”. You can 
register for their monthly newsletter by 
visiting agricentre.basf.co.uk/potatoes 
or by scanning the QR code below. 

 
●  And if you would like to get involved, 
have a story to share or would like to 
find out more, don’t hesitate to email 
Luke Pollard, Campaign Manager via 
luke.pollard@basf.com
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James Dawe
WB Daw & Son

“We have found it to be clean to use, safe 
and with no restrictions on entering stores, 

this makes management easier- and there are 
no residues in the crop. The service we have 
received has been outstanding with prompt 

assistance with any questions that have arisen. 
We still have potatoes in store for delivery in July 
without any sprouting whatsoever and therefore 

the cost of treatment is good value.”

Roderick Shearing
Catfield Spuds

“We have used Restrain for many years storing 
6000+ T/ YR cold storage for the pre-pack 

market, it’s a great system, it’s great value, it’s 
very flexible as no harvest date and great service. 

For me there is not a better system/product”

John Weir
Lacesston Farm

“I use Restrain because its competitively 
priced, easy to use, and is zero residue  

with no harvest interval.”
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Three years on;  
The Unintended  
Consequences of 

Brexit on the Seed  
Potato Industry

Jon Rooke, president of the BPTA. (British Potato Trade Association) talks about the 
current political situation and the impacts it’s having on seed production in the UK.

Back in December 2020 many 
in our industry expected 
the politicians to pull the 
preverbal rabbit out of the 

hat at the eleventh hour of Brexit 
negotiations and maintain the status 
quo for the movement of potatoes to 
and from Europe. Whilst an agreement 
was reached to include the UK within 
the list of third countries that are 
allowed to export ware to the EU, no 
such agreement was reached as far as 
Seed Potatoes were concerned.

The stumbling block remains a 
political one with the ‘powers that be’ 
in the EU, requiring us to dynamically 
align with the EU on our plant health 
regulations before considering our 
’Article 44’ application, that is a 
necessary step to enable UK Seed 
Potatoes to be marketed within EU. 
This is an increasingly insurmountable 
request for Westminster, as more 
divergence is occurring between the 
UK & EU plant health regulations. The 
UK is attempting to protect its borders 
from a myriad of plant health threats, 
present in the EU but not yet present 
or established in the UK. The Genetic 
Technology (Precision Breeding) Act, 
that passed into law in the UK on the 
23rd March, further demonstrates a 
divergence of policy between the EU 

and UK.
What many in the industry don’t 

appreciate is that the EU’s requirement 
for ‘dynamic alignment’ doesn’t just 
simply apply to Seed Potatoes, but 
all other plant species and because 
there are a number of potentially 
devastating plant pests and diseases 
present within the EU but not present 
within the UK the UK Government, 
understandably, refuses to acquiesce to 
this requirement. 

Many stakeholders within the 
industry have lobbied SCoPAFF 
(the committee, that advises the EU 
Commission on all matters relating 
to Plants, Animals, Food and Feed) 
over their decision on Seed Potatoes, 
including a presentation by Europatat 
supported by the BPTA at an EU 
Parliamentary hearing, but so far to 
no avail. Defra have also raised this 
issue at each of the Trade Cooperation 
Agreement meetings between the 
UK and EU. Some progress has been 
made under the so called ‘Windsor 

Agreement’ such that Seed Potatoes 
may now be exported from GB 
to Northern Ireland, but only to 
professional growers who are registered 
as “Professional Operators” under the 
Plant Health Regulations. 

A quirk between the UK Plant Health 
Regulations and England and Wales 
Seed Potato Marketing Regulations has, 
however, resulted in EU Seed Potatoes 
being allowed to be imported into 
England and Wales but NOT allowed to 
be marketed, a situation that is causing 
severe frustration for many of our 
members who rely upon the ability to 
market seed potatoes for their income. 
Neither is this imported seed eligible 
for entry into the E&W Seed Potato 
Classification scheme that, prior to 
Brexit, enabled continental breeders 
to cost effectively multiply up stocks of 
new and promising varieties. 

The consequences of Brexit have 
been disastrous for all involved in 
seed potatoes in the UK. Seed Potato 
growers not only have lost access 

RIGHT: Jon Rooke, 
President of the BPTA.

“The lack of ability to move any 
surplus Seed Potatoes to the EU is a 
discouragement to any international 
potato processor to further invest here”.
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to the stocks they previously could 
import, but the trade have also lost 
that crucial release valve that the EU 
offered for seed surpluses. It has also 
increased the risks and time taken to 
develop any promising new varieties 
bred on the continent within the UK, 
as multiplication of these varieties 
has now to go through the quarantine 
process at SASA followed by mini-
tuber production and four years of field 
multiplication to produce cost effective 
Seed Potatoes for ware production.  

As a consequence of the non-
availability of Seed Potatoes for 
multiplication from the continent 
along with the increased risks to Seed 
Potato producers we have seen the area 
planted for Seed Potato production in 
the UK reduce. This potentially could 

leave the ware sector without enough 
Seed Potatoes should there be any 
problems with the production of Seed 
Potatoes within the UK. 

Furthermore, the lack of ability to 
move any surplus Seed Potatoes to 
the EU is a discouragement to any 
international potato processor to 
further invest here.

Many countries within the EU, 
particularly Ireland and France, would 
like to regain access to high grade GB 
Seed Potatoes especially following 
the increased virus pressures being 
experienced as a result of climate 
change and reduced availability of 
pesticides amongst other issues. The 
increase findings of Potato Virus Y 
and Potato Leafroll Virus in seed crops 
is a concern though, but inevitable 

considering the restrictions being 
implemented on the seed industry and 
the pressures from encroaching ware 
growers. Surely its time now for a High-
Grade Protected Region to protect what 
is Great about British seed production 
before the proverbial horse bolts…….

Prior to Brexit the UK both supplied 
to and imported from the EU around 
25-30,000 tonnes of Seed Potatoes 
per year and whilst some markets 
have been filled elsewhere during the 
intervening period there remains a 
strong case for a resumption of the 
reciprocal trade that was happening 
prior to Brexit. The industry across 
Europe would like to see a resumption 
of trade. We just need the political 
willpower to be exercised to make it 
happen!

“The consequences of Brexit have 
been disastrous for all involved in 
seed potatoes in the UK”.
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Agrii, helping growers 
be better at potatoes

Improving control of potato cyst nematodes and wireworm has been a 
focus for Agrii, it is happy to discuss its learnings at stand AAH.

Potato cyst nematodes and 
wireworm are amongst the 
greatest challenges facing 
growers.  Without better 

control of both, the economic viability 
of potato production is under threat, 
but with fewer crop protection solutions 
to this dilemma finding a way to protect 
yields and quality is proving difficult.

PCN and wireworm are just two 
of the research areas that will be of 
interest to growers.  Trials with a 
phosphate release product, a new mode 
of action for late blight control and a 
new aphicide featuring translaminar 
movement. Trials with both have so far 
been positive.

As the leading potato advice, 
technology and supply business, trials 
are essential to supporting the Agrii 
proposition and demonstrating our 
value to growers.  Trials are just as 
essential to the future of the industry.  
Without the insights and understanding 
that comes from good data, growers 
would struggle to turn a respectable 
profit or farm in a way that doesn’t 
threaten the environment.

Through our trials, many of which 
have been incorporated into the 
Potato Partnership, we have shown 
that there is cause for optimism.  We 
have shown that half-rate Nemathorin 
( fosthiazate) in sequence with Velum 
Prime ( fluopyram) can deliver yield 
protection close to that of full-rate 
Nemathorin as part of an IPM approach.  
Similarly, work investigating the French 
practice of applying lambda-cyhalothrin 
granules at planting has shown benefit 
and we are hopeful that HSE CRD will 
approve the active substance for this 
purpose ahead of the 2024 season.

Our trials investigating the role 
of potassium-phosphonate as both 
a plant elicitor and a new mode of 
action for late blight control have been 
encouraging, but also confounding.  We 

have seen excellent results, just not 
with all product formulations.  This 
is perhaps one of the most evident 
demonstrations of value we could hope 
to see from trials.  

Potassium phosphonate is currently 
the only viable alternative to mancozeb, 
should one be needed. It could be vital 
to protecting the efficacy of single site 
chemistry, such as oxathiapiprolin and 
fluoxapiprolin (if approved) and could 
also be used to protect two of our most 
effective anti-sporulant products in 
Ranman Top (cyazofamid) and Infinito 
( fluopicolide + propamocarb) from 
reduced sensitivity – but only if we opt 
for the formulation that actually works.

The spread of blight strains with 
reduced sensitivity to fungicides is a 
constant threat.  As an industry we 
are heavily reliant on fungicides in the 
CAA group, especially, mandipropamid, 
benthiavalicarb and dimethomorph.  
The advice we provide reflects the need 
to protect the efficacy of these active 

substances for as long as possible.  The 
Fight Against Blight (FAB) programme 
run by the James Hutton Institute is 
essential to identifying any changes in 
sensitivity that might indicate the need 
to adapt practices.  We are proud to 
support this initiative, but it’s future is 
by no means secure.

For 2024, we will expand the late blight 
trials to better integrate all forms of control, 
such as plant elicitors and biological 
controls in a programme with conventional 
fungicides.  The intention of which is to 
showcase the potential for IPM to deliver 
a programme with a low environmental 
impact quotient (EIQ) value.

RHIZA – your digital farm
The RHIZA team will be on hand to 

demonstrate how live data from soil 
and moisture probes can be used to 
inform irrigation scheduling and disease 
monitoring (late blight) in potatoes and 
other vegetables. 

There will be results briefings at 
11.45am on both days.

Above: Photo taken at 
James Foskett Farms, 
Woodbridge, Suffolk
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Take Control of 
Potato Health

Yara has the perfect product to make sure you get the best 
from your crop this season

For more information call 01472 889250 
or contact Tom Decamp 07831 282096 
tom.decamp@yara.com   www.yara.co.uk

From root to tip, from tuber to chip

• Essential nutrition – every nutrient in every 
granule, apply YaraMila ACTYVA S for a 
consistent, even spread and maximum yield

• Tuber initiation - for high quality, better skin finish 
and help reduce IRS use YaraLiva TROPICOTE

• Tuber building - a large, healthy canopy means 
big, strong tubers use YaraVita MAGPHOS K

ROBOTIC
PALLETISATION
Bags  |  Boxes  |  Trays

The best value
palletisers on the market

SINGLE AND TWIN 
BAY ROBOTIC
PALLETISERS

Bradley Engineering Ltd - Wisbech

01945 479388 | info@agristack.co.uk

www.agristack.co.uk | www.bradleyengineeringltd.co.uk

BUILD & SUPPLY | SERVICE & SUPPORT | PARTS & SECOND HAND



WE ARE RUSHLIFT
A LEADING TOTAL
MHE & GSE LOGISTICS
SOLUTION PROVIDER

Visit us on
stand 115

0800 731 5035

sales@rushlift.co.uk

rushlift.co.uk

#WeKeepYourBusinessMoving

Outright purchase, contract
hire or short-term rental
options available.

We will ensure that you
always have the right type
of machine for your
agricultural needs. 

Part of the global Doosan
 Bobcat Corporation Group
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About the 
Potato  

Processors’ 
Association
Whilst challenges have been abundant over the last 
two years, there are also great opportunities for the 
UK potato industry, says Andrew Curtis, Director 

General of the Potato Processors Association. With UK 
processed potato sales exceeding more than £4bn and 
UK processing sites sourcing 95% of their crop locally, 

the sector is in a great position to tackle issues head on.

The Potato Processors’ 
Association (PPA) is the 
umbrella trade association 
for UK manufacturers of 

frozen and chilled chips and potato 
products, potato crisps, potato-based 
snack products and dehydrated 
potatoes. Membership is open to any 
UK manufacturer and includes the 
leading manufacturers in these sectors.

Our role is to ensure that the 
UK maintains a world‐leading 
potato processing industry that is 
technologically advanced, socially 
& environmentally responsible, 
competitive, and sustainable. We 
act to protect the interests, values, 
and concerns of our members 
through active engagement with 
HM Government, Devolved 
Administrations and all relevant 
stakeholder organisations in the UK 
and also the EU.

PPA operates two main committees, 
the ‘Food Law and Consumer 
Committee’, which mainly deals with 
factory and commercial issues, and 
a ‘Primary Production Technical 
Committee’ which deals with all 
aspects of potato growing, handling, 
and storage, with the aim of optimising 
marketable yields of raw potato 
material for the sector.

PPA is closely linked in with the 
European Snacks Association, 

jobs, including those within the 
farming sector, the total is more 
than double this number. The sector 
therefore makes a clear and significant 
contribution to the country’s economy, 
with the value of the UK processed, 
and prepared potatoes market 
estimated at more than £2.7 billion, 
and the sliced potato crisps market 
estimated to be worth an additional 
£1.27 billion in 2022 .

Challenges over the  
last two years
Since the potato industry last met 
in Harrogate in 2021, UK and global 
supply chains have continued to 
suffer from significant market 
uncertainty, with the number of issues 
and challenges that the sector faces 
seeming to multiply monthly.

Brexit (remarkably the referendum 
took place over 7 years ago), the Covid 
pandemic and the loss of AHDB 
Potatoes are still very much live issues, 
and their impacts continue to be felt, 
with the sector been forced to adapt to 
a new and constantly moving legislative 
environment and working practices.

However, in 2022, just as we seemed 
to be turning a corner the sector was 
suddenly hit by the additional stresses 
caused by the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. The invasion significantly 
impacted on energy costs, on access 
to diesel and to fertilisers, and has 
ultimately contributed to massive 
inflationary pressures across the whole 
global economy.

Climate change has also presented 
increasingly significant problems for 
the UK potato sector, with a hot dry 

the European Potato Processors’ 
Association, FoodDrinkEurope, 
GB Potatoes and the Food and 
Drink Federation, putting us at the 
heart of regulatory discussions and 
developments both in the UK and in 
the EU, and ensuring that the sector 
has a strong voice.

PPA is also an active participant 
in many cross-sector platforms, for 
example the Water for Food Group  
(which is due to publish its Water 
Resource Management Plans for the 
Agri-Food Sector, and Framework 
for Producing Drought Plans for the 
Agri-Food sector, in late 2023). PPA has 
also played a key role in groups such 
as the CIPC Stewardship group, the 
Potato Value Chain in Europe (securing 
a tMRL for CIPC) and has been at 
the centre of recent efforts to secure 
authorisations for alternative actives 
for use in storage in the UK.

Collectively PPA members are the 
largest customer for UK potatoes, 
purchasing around 1.47 million tonnes 
annually  (approximately 46% of the 
estimated potato volume in 2022 ), and 
accounting for circa 94% of all potatoes 
processed into frozen chips and potato 
products, potato crisps and snacks 
produced within the UK.

As a sector, we also directly 
employ over 13,000 people. If we 
were to include other dependent 
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ABOVE: Challenges 
and opportunities 
abound for the UK 
potato industry, says 
PPA director general 
Andrew Curtis.

BELOW: Whilst the UK 
has seen a very wet 
season in 2023, EU 
yields appear to have 
been impacted by 
extreme heat.

summer in 2022 threatening agricultural 
drought, and excess water in Autumn 
of the same year causing problems 
for lifting, leading to one of the lowest 
estimated yields in recent years.

Whilst river-flow and ground 
water recovery in 2023 has been 
remarkable, it has also led to late and 
reduced planting which will likely have 
consequences for this season’s yield. 
Our competitors in Europe have also 
been impacted by drought, in 2022 
and 2023, with overall yields estimated 
to have fallen by around 8% in 2022 
as a result of weather patterns , and 
major EU producers particularly badly 
hit (Belgium 14%, Germany 13% and 
France 9%).

Climate change also threatens 
to bring us further challenges, such 
as increased blight and aphid risk, 
and from invasive species such as 
the Colorado potato beetle. Other 
emerging issues include regulations 
on contaminants, soil health and 
emissions.

Future challenges and 
opportunities
Despites the many challenges, the potato 
processing sector remains positively 
engaged and is actively pursuing research 
and support in areas such a regenerative 
agriculture, improved potato storage 
and sprout suppression, pest and disease 
management, and improved use-
efficiency of land, soil, water and crop 
nutrition.

Some of this work is already being 

undertaken on a one-to-one basis 
between individual manufacturers and 
growers, whilst other projects involve 
an array of research bodies including 
as CUPGRA, JHI and CHAP. Cross 
sector bodies such a GB Potatoes also 
have the knowledge base and potential 
to help co-ordinate whole strands of 
work. As GB Potatoes continues to 
grow PPA will continue to support, 
and we hope to get to a point where 
they are able to take a leading voice 
on issues of concern to the potato 
sector as a whole. We hope that this 
will put us in a great position, to tackle 
whatever issues arrive in the near 
future.

Lastly, the recently published 
Genetic Technology (Precision 
Breeding) Act 2023 also offers the 
potential for the UK sector to utilise 
a range of breeding technologies, 
such as gene editing (GE), to 
make targeted genetic changes to 
produce beneficial traits. This will 
theoretically allow a range of foods, 

including potatoes, with health, 
environmental or commercial benefits 
to be developed more quickly than 
traditional breeding methods. These 
new breeding technologies may help 
to tackle some of food security and 
climate change issues that threaten the 
sector. However, these technologies 
should not be seen as a panacea 
as there are still many commercial 
aspects to consider, including the cost 
and time in developing varieties and 
taking them through to a commercial 
application. Furthermore, grower, 
consumer and retailer perceptions 
need to be considered alongside the 
potential issue for exports to the EU 
(where these technologies are not 
yet authorised) and even within the 
internal market in the UK.

The future is challenging, no doubt, 
but with our current representation, the 
direction of travel, and the willingness 
to act, the sector is in a great position to 
lead again and tackle whatever issues 
are heading towards us.

Potato (t/ha)
Country AVG 5 yrs 2021 MARS 2022 

forecasts 
%22/5 yrs %22/21

EU 34.2 36.3 33.4 -2 -8
AT 32.0 34.1 31.5 -2 -8
BE 40.9 42.9 36.8 -10 -14
BG - - - - -
CY - - - - -
CZ 28.2 29.4 27.6 -2 -6
DE 41.6 43.8 38.1 -8 -13
DK 41.6 42.3 42.1 +1 -0
EE - - - - -
EL 28.0 25.5 29.9 +7 +17
ES 31.9 32.9 28.8 -10 -13
FI 28.7 27.5 28.2 -2 +3
FR 41.4 41.4 38.0 -8 -9
HR - - - - -
HU - - - - -
IE - - - - -
IT 29.2 29.2 29.1 -0 -0
LT 15.0 13.1 15.9 +6 +22
LU - - - - -
LV - - - - -
MT - - - - -
NL 41.8 42.0 41.3 -1 -2
PL 27.4 30.0 28.1 +3 -7
PT 22.7 24.6 22.0 -3 -11
RO 16.7 16.5 14.9 -11 -10
SE 34.4 34.8 35.6 +4 +2
SI - - - - -
SK - - - - -

MARS Bulletin Vol. 30 No. 10 (2002)

Potato - Yield Forecast 2022
Mars forecast versus average yield (t/ha) 2017-2021

yield lower than average
yield similar than average
yield higher than average

I) Water for Food Group. https://www.ukia.org/waterforfood/#:~:text=The%20Water%20for%20Food%20
Group,is%20considered%20an%20essential%20need. 
II) Source: PPA own data, collected from members annually. Latest data May 2022. Covers period 1/06/21 
-31/05/22.
III) Source: Calculation based on PPA own data (above) and Defra. Agriculture in the United Kingdom 
2022. Chapter 7 Data set, which includes “Table 7.11a Potatoes; production, value, supply and use (a)” 
and “Table 7.11b Potatoes”. https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/agriculture-in-the-united-
kingdom
IV) Source: Kantar 52 w/e 22 January 2023.
V) Crop monitoring in Europe - October 2022 Vol. 30 No 10. https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
repository/handle/JRC127966



A new liquid tuber treatment for use on all potato crops, 
providing strong broad spectrum disease control.
agricentre.basf.co.uk/honesty

Honesty® is a registered Trade Mark of BASF. Honesty® contains fl uxapyroxad. © BASF 2023. All rights reserved. Use plant protection products safely. 
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Argos 
Effective and powerful sprout 
inhibitor in stored potatoes

Contains orange oil

•  Controls and prevents sprouting in store

•  No effect on taste, odour, or fry colour

•  Treated potatoes can be removed from storage 
just 48 hours after application
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Over 60 years serving the agricultural 
industry with energy efficient crop 
cooling solutions. Including supply, 
installation, maintenance and repair 
of all types of refrigeration.

T: 0114 553 7780 
E: agriculture@bradleyref.com

www.bradley-refrigeration.com

VISIT US AT  
STAND 163 Visit us at:

Stand 110

QUALITY TESTING FROM THE GROUND UP
POTATO PERFECTION

Dry Matter Testing

Temperature MonitoringBruise Detection

Quality Control .
.

www.marrnlishman.com



CELOX-AI-GEN3
AI-BASED OPTICAL SORTING SINCE 1997

W E B S E R V I CE S  AVA I L A B LE
 FO R  R E M OTE  S E R V I CI N G

•	 Transmissive Illumination
•	 Infrared Illumination
•	 Internal Defects

newtec.com
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“ Let’s celebrate and 
promote the potato!”

Mark Taylor FPSA Chairman writes…

As you read this hopefully 
all the crop is harvested 
and safely in store and will 
have been for some time!

FPSA represents the interests of 
Fresh potato packers and their supply 
chains across the UK. 

2023 has seen FPSA busier than 
ever representing the fresh sector to 
DEFRA, regulators, and policy makers. 
Having a “seat at the table” is no 
guarantee of influencing change, but it 
does give us the best opportunity! 

FPSA are at the forefront of the 
fight to retain our future access to 
water and retention of essential PPP’s. 
These are just two examples and much 
more work goes on behind the scenes. 
Change is a constant, how we respond 
is a choice. Engaging in a positive and 
informed way will hopefully deliver 
benefits. When we reflect on the last 
decade the potato sector has had some 
obvious challenges and these have 
been well documented, but we have 
weathered that storm and made some 
real progress and shown innovation in 
best and changing practice. Do I think 
we have told this story well enough? I 
have to say not really. Is this a missed 
opportunity or just one we need to 
embrace now? I think the latter! 

Storage of the national crop remains 
a very significant part of the annual 
calendar. The costs associated with 
storage have rocketed and our use of a 
larger range of sprout suppressants has 
stepped on significantly. Are we using 
these products to best effect? Again, I’m 
just not sure, but the lack of independent 
assessment and guidance is a gap in our 
knowledge and exposes the industry to 
increased risk. Re-establishing product 
reviews and informing growers is 
essential if we are to make best use of 
the materials available and store our 
crop in top condition. 

Representing the industry works 
as individual trade associations but 
is even stronger when we work as a 
“collective” promoting industry needs, 
working together, and speaking with 
“one voice” FPSA supports the on-going 
and developing activity of GB Potatoes. 
We remain an important sector of 
UK agriculture and need to fight our 
corner! 

Our collective challenges of 
balancing the need to maintain our 
crop productivity and at the same time 
embracing the opportunity in reducing 
our GHG emissions and driving 
improvements in input efficiency is a 
fine line. 

I have always lived in a very practical 
world and accepted change as part of 
that. The needs of the environment 
are rightly getting suitable attention 
and as a sector we have an important 

part to play in future management 
of our land base. However, the same 
attention needs to be applied to the 
continuing production of high-quality 
food. The two conversations today 
tend to be heard as separate strands, 
but in all reality must be connected. 
Its not environment or food, its BOTH! 
FPSA continues to champion this 
conversation and create the important 
links, in particular with policy makers 
to apply balance and truly illustrate 
the “cumulative impacts” of changing 
legislation. This work will continue. 

The risks associated with growing 
potatoes have increased significantly 
over the last decade. The potential 
for changes in blight populations 
and increased aphid numbers is 
compounded by the loss of vital 
actives. Our collective efforts to 
both understand and manage these 
changes as a “collaborative industry” is 
essential. We operate in a sector that 
sees us connected by a mutual interest 
in “getting it right” Individual agendas 
are best put to one side as we embrace 
an open and honest cross industry 
responsibility to communicate and 
resolve the challenges ahead. 

Fresh potatoes continue to represent 
a really “good news story” when you 
look at how well we can grow the crop 
in the UK. Producing high quality, 
traceable and nutritious products. 
Potatoes offer a high degree of value 
for money for consumers in a time of 
high inflation and in terms of calories 
and nutritional value. We need UK 
consumers to continue to see potatoes 
as a key part of their shopping basket. 

Industry consensus agrees that 2023 
saw the UK potato cropped area fall to 
its lowest area in the last two decades. 
The exact area is speculation as 
accurate figures are just not available. 
It is something we need to look at and 

ABOVE: Mark Taylor 
FPSA Chairman

OPPOSITE PAGE: The 
Glorious Potato!
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address, as flying blind is not an option!
There is without doubt a swing in 

consumer demand within the UK and 
on the back of that changes in variety 
choice, crops planted and target 
markets.

In the EU growers have sacrificed 
starch and seed production area to 
plant more ware crops driven by 
higher prices and very strong demand 
for processing varieties. The UK is 
no different. Fresh potato sales have 
fallen, but the demand for processing 
volumes steps on. 

We are in a market that is 
experiencing significant change. For 
me this continues a journey of change 
and regardless of how consumers buy 
potatoes in the UK we must promote 
the crop as “Carb of 1st Choice” 

Whilst the fresh market is changing 
the continuing innovation in varieties 
and product offering continues to 
create a “destination” for customers in 
the fresh isle. 

I think we should all reflect on the 
question “where next for the UK Potato 
Crop?”

We need to retain our “critical 
mass” of planted area to support UK 
supply chains and resist the ever-
growing risk of imports, particularly 
from French Frys. If DEFRA figures 
are to be believed the import of 
processed product currently equates 
to c1.5million tonnes of fresh material! 
The result of this sees UK potato self-
sufficiency drop to an all-time low. 

The on-going financial returns 
back to the farm must reflect the 
increasing risk in growing the crop 
and create sufficient funds to support 
re-investment. If not, we run the severe 
risk that our industry contracts even 
more and potentially we become 
less competitive compared with our 
European colleagues!

Recent and on-going cost inflation 
has hit the industry hard with no 
individual part avoiding its impacts. 

I believe we have established a “new 
baseline” of costs that are here to stay, 
and returns must reflect these costs 
and provide sufficient incentive and 
reward to rebuild confidence and look 
to the future. 

We need to get the balance right and 
manage the changes required across 
the industry.

The 2023 crop has experienced some 
real extremes of weather and as I write 
this article it’s too early to truly assess 
both yield and quality for the national 
crop. The marketplace will find its own 
level, but all parts of the supply chain 
must see a return on their efforts and a 
future to invest in. 

My encouragement to the industry 
would be to start to take a collective 
view focussed beyond just one year and 
think of a future “stronger together” 
Supply chains work best when 
collaborating and facing challenges 
with a “joint agenda” The race to the 
bottom reducing our products to mere 
commodities does nothing for farm 
incomes or the profile of what is a 
great product.

 Let’s celebrate and promote the 
potato!

“The needs of the environment 
are rightly getting suitable 
attention and as a sector we 
have an important part to play 
in future management of our 
land base”.



www.bp2023.co.uk� BP23   SHOW DIRECTORY   30 

SIGN POST

www.agritecinternational.co.ukwww.agritecinternational.co.ukwww.agritecinternational.co.ukwww.agritecinternational.co.uk

01995 67959101995 67959101995 67959101995 679591 07784452749077844527490778445274907784452749

www.watsonbrookman.comwww.watsonbrookman.comwww.watsonbrookman.comwww.watsonbrookman.com

Sales@watsonbrookman.comSales@watsonbrookman.comSales@watsonbrookman.comSales@watsonbrookman.com

Manufacturing high-Manufacturing high-Manufacturing high-Manufacturing high-
quality products for the quality products for the quality products for the quality products for the 
food industry since 1977food industry since 1977food industry since 1977food industry since 1977

Stand-alone equipment 
to bespoke food 

processing solutions

Experienced engineers. 
Product and process 
technical expertise

Watson & Brookman 
Engineers alongside 
Agritec International 
is a partnership 
based on creative 
thinking and 
technical expertise.

With a proven track 
record of delivering 
high-quality bespoke 
food processing 
solutions, we are 
proud of our 
reputation within this 
constantly evolving 
sector.
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Who is here

Come to see us on stand 140
where the teams from

Spearhead Marketing and  
Greenseed International   

will be available to talk
about all aspects of

potatoes, from growing to
supply chain management

GREENSOFSOHAM.COM

AB Texel UK	 164  
300 Eastrea Road, Whittlesey. PE7 2AR 	
T: +44 173 359 010  E: info@abtexel.co.uk  W: www.abtexelgroup.com/en	
AB Texel UK is specialised in transporting potatoes and other bulk 
agricultural products in the United Kingdom. Transport is mainly carried out 
with belt bulker trailers and tippers.

Abergavenny Boxes Ltd	 196
Middle Cwm Farm, LLantilio Crossenny, Abergavenny. NP7 8TG	
T: 01873 859188  E: sales@spudbox.com  W: spudbox.com
Potato box makers based in South Wales. A family business for more than 
30 years. 

Agrico UK Ltd	 109
Castleton of Eassie, By Forfar, Angus. DD8 1SJ
T: 01307 840551  E: potatoes@agrico.co.uk  W: www.agrico.co.uk	
The best quality, yield and prospects. Agrico UK offers new and existing 
innovative varieties of proven quality, developed to meet both the present 
and future demands of the UK market. 

Agrii	 154
Andoversford, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire. GL54 4LZ	  
T: 0845 607 3322  E: info@agrii.co.uk  W: www.agrii.co.uk
Agrii combines excellence and innovation with the latest research and 
development to ensure our customers can meet today’s sustainable 
farming challenges with knowledge and confidence.

Agrimech Ltd	 233
18 Main Road, Wisbech, Cambs. PE14 9JS
T: 0044 1354 638222  E: info@agrimech.co.uk  W: www.agrimech.co.uk
Award-winning British Manufacturer of End of Line Weighing, Bagging, 
Placing and Palletising Solutions for a wide range of products. Providing a 
complete in-house service from design conception to customer care.

Agrimech Ltd	 OS08
18 Main Road, Wisbech, Cambs, PE14 9JS
T: 0044 1354 638222  E: info@agrimech.co.uk  W: www.agrimech.co.uk	
Award-winning British Manufacturer of End of Line Weighing, Bagging, 
Placing and Palletising Solutions for a wide range of products. Providing a 
complete in-house service from design conception to customer care.

Agritec International Ltd	 216
Sunnyside, Blackpool Road, St Michael's-on-Wyre. PR3 0UA	
T: 07784 452749  E: peter.gresty@btconnect.com  W: agritecinternational.co.uk
Potato processing specialists working throughout UK & Ireland. Designing 
and manufacturing stainless steel processing equipment for all your 
requirements. With over 30 years experience we are the market leaders. 

Agri-tech Services Ltd	 179
Unit 1, Shefford Hardwicke Farm, Shefford. SG17 5NU
T: 01462 813303  E: simon.turner@agri-tech.co.uk  W: www.agri-tech.co.uk	
Soft fruits, berries and vegetables form a large part of what we do. Our 
focus is helping to reduce water, fertilizer and pesticide by using SMART 
technology and good advice.

AgVantage UK Ltd	 198
Poplar Farm, Poplar Farm, Wisbech Road, Coates, Peterborough. PE72DU	
T: 01733 215921  E: info@agvantage.co.uk  W: www.AgVantage.co.uk
AgVantage UK are leading Importers and Suppliers of specialist, high end 
Agricultural Machinery to farmers and growers throughout the UK.  A full 
line dealer for Dewulf, Holaras and Dezeure equipment. 

AgVantage UK Ltd	 OS02
Poplar Farm, Wisbech Road, Coates, Peterborough. PE72DU
T: 01733 215921  E: info@agvantage.co.uk  W: www.AgVantage.co.uk
AgVantage UK are leading Importers and Suppliers of specialist, high end 
Agricultural Machinery to farmers and growers throughout the UK.   
A full line dealer for Dewulf, Holaras and Dezeure equipment. 

Alt-Group	 150
Unit A, Matthews House, Weir Lane, Worcester. WR2 4AY	
T: 0330 174 2702  E: hello@alt-group.uk  W: www.alt-group.uk	
Alt-Group develops, installs and maintains renewable systems including 
Solar PV & Batteries, helping to generate energy and income for your 
business.

Animal and Plant Health Agency	 111
APHA, Room 11G03, York Biotech Campus, Sand Hutton, York. YO41 1LZ	
T: 0300 1000 313  E: planthealth.info@apha.gov.uk  W: www.gov.uk/apha
APHA, an agency of Defra, works to safeguard animal and plant health 
for people, the environment and  economy. Our stand highlights the 
importance of biosecurity, and potential pests and diseases  

AVR	 151
Meensesteenweg 545, Roeselare. 8800	
T: 0032 51 24 55 66  E: info@avr.be  W: www.avr.be	
AVR manufactures a full range of potato harvesting machines.  
From planting bed preparation, planting and ridging to haulm topping, 
harvesting and storing. Passion. Power. Potatoes.

Azotic Technologies Ltd	 146
Unit 6, Hassacarr Close, Dunnington, York. YO19 5SN	
T: 0044 (0) 1904 949696  E: help@azotic.com  W: www.azotic.com	
Azotic™ was founded to introduce sustainable nitrogen-fixing technology to 
farmers across the globe. Finally, there is no compromise between  
high-yield production agriculture and nitrogen sustainability.

BASF plc	 129
BASF plc, Floors 4 & 5 2 Stockport Exchange, Stockport. SK1 3GG	
T: 07901 105134  E: luke.pollard@basf.com  W: agricentre.basf.co.uk/potatoes
Join us and find out how we can Perfect Potatoes Together. Our 
collaborative and holistic approach provides solutions that help you unlock 
the potential in your crop. Honesty®  ALLSTAR®  Enervin®
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Bauer GmbH	 116
Kowaldstrasse 2, Voitsberg, AT8570, 
T: +447939410417  E: r.jackson@bauer-at.com  W: www.bauer-at.com	
As innovators in the world irrigation market, Bauer will be unveiling their 
new E Series range of hose reel irrigators, along with the market leading 
irrigation management system SmartRain.

Bayer CropScience Limited	 125
230 Cambridge Science Park, Milton Road, Cambridge, CB4 0WB	
T: 01223 226500  E: rebecca.browne@bayer.com  W: cropscience.bayer.co.uk/
Whatever your need; protection, prevention, weed control, blight 
strategies, resistance management to combat the latest blight strains or 
aphid control, Bayer’s potato technical team will be on-hand at BP2023

BH Leake & Sons Ltd	 133
80 Dogpool Lane, Stirchley, Birmingham. B30 2XH
T: 0121 472 0657  E: sales@bhleakerubber.co.uk  W: www.bhleakerubber.co.uk
Manufacturers and recovering specialists of rubber and metal parts for 
potato harvesters including dolman rollers, haulm rollers, track wheels, 
drive rollers, stars.

Biofresh Safestore Limited	 186
Unit 2 Park Valley Mills, Meltham Road, Huddersfield. HD4 7BH
T: 01484 662414  E: info@bio-fresh.com  W: www.sproutstop.co.uk	
Safestore is the smartest way to suppress sprouting in your potato store. 
Safe, accurate and reliable it leaves no detectable chemical residues to 
help maximise value from your stock.

Bradley Engineering Ltd	 205
Unit 1, Lodge Farm, Sutton Road, Wisbech. PE135PL
T: 01945 479388  E: info@agristack.co.uk  W: www.bradleyengineeringltd.co.uk
A family run business based near Wisbech, we are manufacturers and 
suppliers of all agricultural automation equipment, specialising in robotic 
automation systems and root crop handling equipment.

Bradley Refrigeration Ltd	 163
929 Abbeydale Road, Millhouses, Sheffield. S7 2QD
T: 0114 2369971  E: mail@bradleyref.com  W: www.bradley-refrigeration.com
Design, Supply, Installation, Maintenance and Repairs of all ventilation, 
controls & refrigeration products related to the agricultural industry.   

Briggs Irrigation	 134
Boyle Road, Corby, Northamptonshire. NN17 5XU	
T: 01536 260338  E: enquiries@briggsirrigation.co.uk   
W: www.briggsirrigation.co.uk
Briggs Irrigation, a leading supplier and manufacturer of overhead 
irrigation equipment including booms, hosereels, rainguns and diesel 
engine pumpsets. We also make pumps and roto rainer machines for 
effluent irrigation.

Broadwater Machinery Ltd	 115
Broadwater Road, Framlingham, Woodbridge. IP12 9LL
T: 01728-723221  E: broadwatermach@yahoo.co.uk  W: broadwaterltd.com
Box rotators and forward tipplers to fit forklifts and telehandlers,   
UK largest range. Fall breakers to fit potato harvesters

Caledonia Potatoes Ltd	 108
1/13, King James VI Business Centre, Riverview, Friarton Road, Perth. PH2 8DY
T: 01738 446 723  E: andrew@caledoniapotatoes.com
W: caledoniapotatoes.com/	
Caledonia Potatoes is a substantial breeder & producer of high grade 
seed and ware potatoes based in Perthshire, Scotland. We are active in 
sales  in UK & export markets.

Certis Belchim	 159
Suite 5, 3 Riverside, Granta Park, Cambridge, CB21 6AD
T: 01223 652500  E: info.uk@certisbelchim.com  W: certisbelchim.co.uk	
A significant force in UK crop protection. Certis Belchim combines the 
strengths of two well established businesses with products and expertise 
in crop protection solutions for potatoes. 

Chafer Machinery Ltd	 184
1 Cow Lane, Upton, Gainsborough. DN21 5PB
T: 01427 838341  E: sales@cropsprayers.com  W: www.cropsprayers.com	
Chafer Machinery offer a range of trailed and self-propelled sprayers, 
along with our liquid fertiliser and chemical applicators. Horstine are 
renowned for providing precision granular chemical and fertiliser 
applicators.

CHAP - Crop Health and Protection	 139
Innovation Centre, Innovation Way, York Science Park, Heslington	
York. YO10 5DG	
T: 01904 217932  E: enquiries@chap-solutions.co.uk   
W: www.chap-solutions.co.uk	
CHAP is one of the leading UK Agri-Tech Centres of Innovation. We bring 
together scientists, farmers, advisors, and pioneers to advance crop 
productivity and yield in the UK and beyond.

Cheffins	 182
The Saleground, Sutton, Cambridgeshire. CB6 2QT
T: 01353 777767  E: machinery@cheffins.co.uk  W: cheffins.co.uk 	
Cheffins host monthly agricultural machinery and plant auctions from their 
Cambridgeshire sale ground. On site dispersal sales and the renowned 
vintage auctions are held regularly throughout the UK and Ireland. 

Clifton Rubber	 156
Edison Road, Industrial Estate, St Ives. PE27 3FF	
T: 01480 496161  E: sales@cliftonrubber.com  W: www.cliftonrubber.com
As a UK manufacturer of rubber and polyurethane components, we make 
products to your design and specification, as well as producing a range of 
universal components for specific industry applications.

Cornerstone Systems Ltd	 145
Cornerstone Systems Ltd, Whitebridge Way, Stone. ST15 8LQ
T: 01785 818020  E: richard@cornerstonesystems.co.uk   
W: www.cornerstonesystems.co.uk
Specialists in Energy Efficient Environmental Monitoring and Control for 
potato, vegetable and grain storage. We offer the design, build, install, 
service/support for our systems using our own dedicated team.

Corteva Agriscience	 153
CPC2 Capital Park, Fulbourn, Cambridge. CB21 5XE
T: 01462 457272  E: cortevauk@corteva.com  W: www.corteva.co.uk
Corteva Agriscience is focused on delivering solutions farmers need to 
succeed. At BP2023 Corteva will showcase their portfolio of products for 
potatoes, including herbicides, biostimulants, and the latest Zorvec chemistry.

Crop Systems Ltd	 187
The Works, Whimpwell Green, Happisburgh. NR12 0AJ
T: 01263 832900  E: richard@cropsystemsltd.com  W: www.cropsystemsltd.com
Crop Systems is the UK's premiere manufacturer and installer of storage 
solutions. In the past 25 years it has built an enviable reputation for 
combining innovative thinking with outstanding products.

Cullen Allen Norika	 181
Croke Corner, 8 Wandsworth Drive, Belfast, BT4 2BJ
T: 07860 443340  E: eddie.craig@cullenallen.co.uk  W: www.cullenallen.co.uk
Cullen Allen, one of the oldest potato companies in the UK & Ireland and 
Norika a leading German potato breeder are pleased to show their new & 
established.varieties at BP2023

CUPGRA	 137
NIAB, 93 Lawrence Weaver Road, Cambridge, CB3 0LE
T: 07977 363211  E: admin@cupgra.com  W: www.cupgra.com	
CUPGRA promotes the interchange of scientific research and field practice 
for innovative, sound commercial production of potatoes. Its members 
include potato growers, agronomists, packers, processors and other 
stakeholders.

Cygnet Potato Breeders Ltd	 190
Blairfield Farm, Milnathort, Kinross. KY13 0SG	
T: 07836 345578  E: alistair.redpath@harleys.co.uk  W: cygnetpb.com
Potato varieties - Bred in Scotland - Loved across the World.

David Harrison Handling Solutions Ltd	 222
Sand Lane, Aldreth, Ely. CB6 3PH
T: 01353 740666  E: sales@davidharrisons.com  W: www.davidharrisons.com
Supplying machinery to the agricultural, industrial, and environmental 
sectors, for 40 years DHHS have built a reputation for exceeding customer 
expectations with a wide range of new and rebuilt machinery

Rushlift	 115
12 Kilvey Road, Northampton. NN4 7BQ	
T: 0800 731 5035  E: sales@rushlift.co.uk  W: www.rushlift.co.uk
Rushlift ensures that you have the right type of machine for your needs, 
through hire or outright purchase. We support you throughout the lifetime 
of your equipment, with our engineers.
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DormFresh Ltd	 167
Suite G Riverview House, Friarton Road, Perth. PH2 8DF	
T: +44 (0) 1738 633 859  E: info@dormfresh.co.uk  W: www.dormfresh.co.uk
DormFresh leads the Potato Storage Industry by providing the best 
products and application methods to improve sprout control, thereby 
extending the market quality and increasing storage periods. 

Downs Vision Ltd	 234
8th Floor, South 11, London. EC2R 8DU
T: +44 7398 292775  E: contact@downs-fr.com  W: downstechnology.com
DOWNS VISION LTD is specialized in potato and vegetable handling 
equipments. Well known for its DOWNS CropVision, we can supply 
customer-made solutions. Meet us at stand 234.

E Park & Sons Limited	 175
Bentworth, Lees Lane, Newton	 Adlington, Macclesfield. SK10 4LL	
T: 01625 532511  E: enquiries@epark.co.uk  W: www.epark.co.uk	
Established in 1924 E Park and Sons Ltd are family owned and run.  
Specialists in pre-pack, ware, chipping and processing potatoes.  
Import and export.

East Riding Sacks Ltd	 106
Full Sutton Industrial Estate, Stamford Bridge, York. YO41 1HS	
T: 01759 371366  E: sales@eastridingsacks.co.uk   
W: www.eastridingsacks.com
Potato sacks printed up to 8 colours in various sizes including window 
sacks. All sacks manufactured to the requirements of ISO9001 and BRC/
IOP Packaging Standard."

Edwards Farm Machinery Ltd	 OS01
Clee Hill Road, Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire. WR15 8HL
T: 01584 810713  E: sales@edwardsfarmmachinery.com
W: edwardsfarmmachinery.com
Specialists in vegetable growing machinery. 

Farm Electronics Ltd	 130
Woodland Drive, Alma Park, Grantham. NG31 9SR
T: 01476 591 592  E: info@farmelec.co.uk  W: www.farmelec.co.uk
We offer complete crop storage systems for potatoes, onions and 
vegetables. We specialise in refrigerated cooling, ventilation and electronic 
control systems and automated controls for the agricultural industry.

Farm Trans	 141
Mark S. Clarkelaan, 17 Moerdijk (Zevenbergen), 4761 RK 
T: +31 168 745 299  E: info@farmtrans.com	 W: www.farmtrans.com	
A logistics service provider for food & foodstuffs with offices in The 
Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, the UK and Poland. We provide  
data-driven bulk and temperature controlled transport solutions 
throughout Europe. 

Farm Trans	 OS20
Mark S. Clarkelaan, 17 Moerdijk (Zevenbergen), 4761 RK
T: +31168745299  E: info@farmtrans.com  W: www.farmtrans.com	
A logistics service provider for food & foodstuffs with offices in The 
Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, the UK and Poland. We provide  
data-driven bulk and temperature controlled transport solutions 
throughout Europe. 

Fenland Mobile Service	 162
Ivy House	Stickney Lane, Boston. PE22 7LR	
T: 07946 344096 /  01205 480521  E: nixy@fenland-mobile-services.co.uk	
Agricultural Engineers, NSTS inspections and reports on: Liquid In furrow, 
micro granular, Slug Pellet,  Seed treatment, and fogging  equipment. 
Covering UK.

Fera Science	 195
Fera Science, York Biotech Campus, York. YO4 11LZ	
T: +44 (0)300 100 0321  E: marketing@fera.co.uk  W: www.fera.co.uk	
Fera creates and delivers integrated, innovative, and expert research 
services and products for partners in crop protection, chemical and animal 
health, as well as food producers and growers, manufacturers, distributors.

FMC Agro UK	 152
Rectors Lane, Rectors Lane, Flintshire. CH5 2DH
T: 01244 537370  E: ed.burks@fmc.com  W: www.fmc-agro.co.uk	
FMC is an agricultural sciences company that advances farming through 
innovative and sustainable crop protection technologies. 

Garford Farm Machinery Ltd	 194
Hards Lane, Frognall, Deeping St James. Peterborough. PE6 8RP	
T: 01778 342642  E: info@garford.com  W: www.garford.com	
Garford manufacture a range of robotic mechanical weed control products 
including Robocrop Precision Guided Hoe, InRow Weeders and Baby Leaf 
Hoe. Garford also supply manual hoes, and hooded sprayers. 

Greencrop	 147
Dereham Road, Beeston, King's Lynn. PE32 2LE	
T: 01328 701992  E: admin@greencrop.co.uk  W: www.greencrop.co.uk
Greencrop are slurry handling, Irrigation, and clean water specialists. 
We are a UK-based supplier & sole importer of quality Irrimec hose reels, 
Giampi Irrigation Booms, Kemper Grass and Maize Headers.

Grimme UK Ltd	 100
Station Raod, Swineshead, Boston. PE20 3PS	
T: 01205 822300  E: sales@grimme.co.uk  W: www.grimme.co.uk
GRIMME is an innovative manufacturer of potato, beet and vegetable 
technology. This year we'll have the latest machinery innovation's at 
BP2023 including the SELECT 200 & GEN 3 VARITRON 470. 
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Haith Group	 220
Cow House Lane, Armthorpe, Doncaster. DN3 3EE	
T: 01302 831911  E: sales@haith.co.uk  W: www.haith.co.uk	
Haith are renowned for their market leading innovative machinery and 
systems for root crop handling. From single machines to turnkey facilities 
to suit growers, processors and packers of all sizes.

HarvestEye Ltd	 192
HarvestEye Ltd, Unit 1.02, Boole Technology Centre, Lincoln. LN6 7DJ	
T: 01522 302950  E: info@harvesteye.com  W: harvesteye.com
HarvestEye is an innovative system which simply fits to existing harvesting 
equipment providing live information as the crop is lifted. Giving valuable 
information on the performance of the whole field.

HK Timbers Limited	 183
Laughton Lane, Morton, Gainsborough. DN21 3ET
T: +44 (0) 1427 611311  E: daryllehrke@hktimbers.com  W: www.hktimbers.com
HK Timbers is the leading manufacturer of timber storage boxes in the 
United Kingdom Servicing local and export markets. Our boxes are 
constructed from FCS certified timber, sustainable and robust.  

Howseman Agrisupplies Ltd	 160
18 Gibson Close, Holdingham, Sleaford. NG34 8BB
T: 07970 491952  E: andrew@howsemanagriculture.co.uk   
W: www.howsemanagriculture.co.uk
We make Drip Irrigation work for you. Leaders in the delivery & support of 
all Drip Irrigation systems for broadacre cropping. All systems built to suit 
your situation & site.

Hub4Parts Limited	 202
5 Walton Road, Marshland St James, Wisbech, PE14 8DP
T: +44 7770 885651  E: ahubble@hub4parts.co.uk  W: www.hub4parts.co.uk
Hub4Parts are the Official Supplier of spare parts for HERBERT handling 
machinery and the exclusive manufacturer of plastic grading screens. 
Second-hand HERBERT equipment sold and sourced if required.  

ICL	 165
Boulby Mine, Loftus,	 Saltburn-on-sea. TS13 4UZ	
T: 01287 640140  E: enquiries@icl-group.com  W: www.icl-growingsolutions.com
ICL is a market leader in phosphate, potash and Polysulphate® based 
fertilisers. We are experts in precision crop nutrition, such as controlled 
release fertilisers (CRF), foliar and fertigation technologies. 

IPM Potato Group	 188
Unit 602, Q House 76 Furze Rd, Sandyford Ind Est, Dublin 18. D18 CX88	
T: +353 1 2135410  E: info@ipmpotato.com  W: ipmpotato.com
IPM is an organisation with the right investment of time, talent and 
resources in product development and quality control to ensure the 
highest standards in seed potatoes.

Jaycraft Food Machinery (UK) Ltd	 228
Chapel Farm, Downham Road, Fincham, Kings Lynn. PE33 9HF
T: 01366 347971  E: jon@jaycraft.co.uk  W: www.jaycraftfoodmachinery.uk	
Providers of Batch Peelers for over 25 yrs. The peeler is suitable for root 
crop e:g potatoes, carrots and swede. We also supply full and part peeling 
processing lines

Juno (Plant Protection) Ltd	 136
Target Farm, Underlyn Lane, Marden. TN12 9AU
T: 07973172722  E: peter.hall@targetfarm.co.uk  W: www.junopp.com
Juno (Plant Protection) Ltd are UK agents for the potato sprout 
suppressant Biox-M. Biox-M is pure spearmint oil and is the only fully 
sustainable solution to in-store sprout control. 

Martin Lishman Ltd	 110
Unit 2B, Roman Bank, Bourne. PE10 9LQ
T: 01778 426600  E: sales@martinlishman.com  W: www.martinlishman.com
Specialists in potato quality control and monitoring equipment. Our 
products use low-cost digital technologies to meet the challenge of 
reducing post-harvest food waste during harvesting, processing and 
storage.

McCain Foods Ltd	 128
Havers Hill, Scarborough, North Yorkshire. YO11 3BS	
T: 01723 584141  E: customer.relations@mccain.co.uk  W: mccain.co.uk	
McCain is the nation's leading manufacturer of frozen potato products.  
As the largest purchaser of British potatoes, the company contracts with 
over 250 seed and ware growers in Great Britain.

Meijer Seed Potato Ltd	 143
Bayfield Brecks Barns, Letheringsett, Holt. NR25 7DZ	
T: 01263 710602  E: info@meijerpotato.co.uk  W: www.meijerpotato.co.uk	
One of the UK’s leading seed breeders producing high quality innovative 
varieties for the chip, crisp and table market, such as Melody, Acoustic, 
Lady Jane, Lady Alicia and Jazzy.

MSE Hiller & MSE Systems	 169
Harper Way, Markham Vale, Chesterfield. S44 5JX
T: 01246 861166  E: info@msesystems.co.uk  W: www.msesystems.co.uk
Award-winning water recycling and reuse systems for the potato industry. 
Specialists in the design, construction and installation of complete turnkey 
wastewater treatment plants, centrifuges and filtration systems for starch 
recovery. 

Netafim UK Limited	 161
Penketh Place, West Pimbo, Skelmersdale. WN8 9QX	
T: +44 (0)1695 556222  E: uk.info@netafim.com  W: www.netafim.uk	
Sustainability with productivity. Combining StreamLine™ X ReGen recycled 
dripline and GrowSphere™, our new cloud based control system, optimises 
water, fertilizer and energy use and provides the most sustainable 
irrigation approach.

Newtec Odense (UK) Ltd	 217
22 Fleet Road, Industrial Estate, Fleet Road, Holbeach, Spalding. PE12 8LY	
T: +44 (0)1406 426526  E: dean@newtecuk.com  W: www.newtec.com	
Newtec is a leading manufacturer of weighing, packing and sorting 
machinery. We have the solution, whether you weigh and pack apples, 
potatoes, carrots, citrus, onions, seafood or fresh cut fruits. 

NFU Energy	 157
10th Street, Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth. CV8 2LS	
T: 024 7669 6512  E: sales@nfuenergy.co.uk  W: www.nfuenergy.co.uk	
One of the UK's leading energy consultancies. We provide advice and 
practical support to businesses, with a special focus on agriculture and 
horticulture.

Nufarm	 118
Wyke Chemical Works, Wyke Lane, Bradford. BD12 9EJ
T: 01274 691234  E: marketing.uk@nufarm.com  W: www.nucrop.com
Introducing hybrid electric desiccation. The NUCROP solution combines 
chemical and physical processes to create a compelling and sustainable 
method of desiccation.

Nutricor Agronomics Ltd	 177
3 Paddock Lane, West Butterwick, Scunthorpe. DN17 3JJ
T: 07795 467938  E: info@nutricor-agronomics.com   
W: nutricor-agronomics.com
Nutricor Agronomics is an innovative company, manufacturing and 
supplying effective, non hazardous enhanced mineral and bio stimulant 
fertilisers specific for potato cultivation, realising yield and crop quality 
potentials.

Omex	 158
Lowfields, Tupholme, Lincoln, LN3 5TP.
T: 01526 396023  E: agriculture@omex.com  W: www.omex.com	
Talk to OMEX, the leaders in liquid fertiliser, about their Nitroflo, Multiflo 
and speciality fertiliser ranges. With SAP analysis and FACTS advisors to 
help you farm more sustainably. 

Omnivent	 166
HQ Morseweg 1, Zeewolde, 3899 BP
T: +447940067458  E: Ronnie.laing@omnivent.nl  W: www.omnivent.com	
Suppliers of storage equipment and control technology, we will be 
showing our most recently launched storage computer and state of the art 
equipment. Come along and discuss your storage needs"

Emerald Research Ltd	 193
Midway House, Herrick Way, Staverton, Cheltenham. GL51 6TQ
T: 01242 506206  E: Info@emeraldresearchltd.com   
W: www.emeraldresearchltd.com	
Emerald Research brings you OptiYield, the complete soil and nutrient 
management system, supporting potato growers in achieving high quality, 
high value, sustainable crops year on year.
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Unit 4, Stody Hall Barns, Stody, Melton Constable, Norfolk,        
NR24 2ED Tel: +44 (0) 1263 860609          

Number 3 Office The Cottages Wester Meathie Farm Inverarity  
Forfar Angus Scotland DD8 1XJ Tel: +44 (0) 1307 484032  
www.solana.de

Growing Innovation!
Top-Quality Seed Potatoes from a  

breeding company established in 1905 

Amanda • Baby Lou • Tamino • Odysseus

Oxbo	 214
Ploeger UK Ltd, Holt Road, Fakenham. NR21 8JH
T: 01328851111  E: s.skipper@oxbo.com  W: www.oxbo.com	
Manufacturer of Oxbo 3 and 4 row self propelled potato harvesters, self 
propelled 3,4 and 5 wheel dry and liquid applicators, pea ,bean and 
sweetcorn harvesters.

Pace Mechanical Handling Ltd	 223
Unit 1 Wensor Farm,	 Main Road, Hop Pole, Spalding. PE113HL
T: +447793325456  E: sales@robotpalletizing.co.uk	   
W: www.robotpalletizing.co.uk/
Pace Mechanical Handling Ltd. With more than 25 years’ experience we 
design and produce bespoke UK Manufactured, Bagging and Weighing 
and Robotic solutions."

Pan Anglia (Country Merchants) Ltd	 236
19-20 Addison Road, Sudbury. CO10 2YW
T: 01787 242740  E: sales@pananglia.com	 W: www.pananglia.com
Renowned for quality of parts & service  since 1962 ,we have developed 
a large range of parts for both Arable & Root Crop Farmers across the 
nation.

Potato Storage Insight Ltd	 135
45 Main Street, Gedney Dyke, Spalding. PE12 0AJ	
T: +447970072260  E: adrian@potatostorageinsight.com   
W: www.potatostorageinsight.com	
PSI's Adrian Cunnington (former head of Sutton Bridge) provides specialist, 
independent support, training and advice on all aspects of potato storage. 
PSI also publishes its 'Synopsis' bulletin on monthly subscription. 

Potato World	 104
Van Stolkweg 31, The Hague, 2585 JN	
T: 0703589331  E: info@potatoworld.eu  W: www.potatoworld.eu	
PotatoWorld magazine is the media platform for potato professionals.  
We publish our printed magazine PotatoWorld worldwide and additionally 
via online media channels such as newsletters, blogs and social media. 

Priory Vodka	 OS13
The Stables, Featherbed Lane, Near Wetherby. LS24 8BN
T: 07714773301  E: charlotte@prioryvodka.co.uk  W: www.prioryvodka.co.uk
Born from the potatoes grown in our fields, and distilled on site on our 
farm; we've crafted a crisp and refreshing range of spirits. 
A true taste of Yorkshire spirit.

Projx Services Limited	 218
Howard House, Walnut Court, Rose Street, Wokingham. RG401XU	
T: +44 (0) 118 979 7667  E: sales@projx-services.com   
W: www.projx-services.com
Suppliers of root vegetable peeling, processing, packaging and handling 
equipment. Turnkey solutions designed to maximise yield, reduce labour 
and increase efficiencies. Specialists in robotics, automation solutions and 
onsite engineering support.

Restrain Ltd	 107
The Forum, Minerva Business Park, Peterborough. PE2 6FT	
T: +44  (0)7833 651776  E: mark.southwell@restrain.io  W: restrain.io	
The Specialists in Ethylene Sprout Suppressant. Great Value, No Residues, 
No Harvest Interval, Reducing Energy Costs, Weight Loss Comparative to 
other Sprout Suppressants. All Round Best Sprout Suppressant Solution.

Richard Austin Agriculture Ltd	 144
Fen Road,	Frampton West, Boston. PE20 1RZ	
T: 01205 722755  E: soilanalysis@raalabs.co.uk   
W: www.richardaustinagriculture.co.uk	
Soil analysis laboratory specialising in PCN analysis including species 
identification. Standard nutrient and Organic Matter analysis also 
available. Members of PAAG. 

RJ Bateman Engineering	 148
Bycott Lane, Bycott, Chulmleigh. EX18 7DS	
T: 01769 580439  E: mail@batemansprayers.com  W: batemansprayers.com
Look round the latest RB35 on stand 148 and talk to Bateman about 
‘Pinpoint III Pulse Width Modulation’, capable of handling the highest 
speeds, biggest booms and largest flow rates. 

Rowlinson Packaging (South) Ltd	 101
Unit 1-5, Caxton Way, Thetford. IP24 3RY
T: 07901851552  E: andrew.taylor@rowlinson.co.uk   
W: www.newpotatoboxes.co.uk 	
Rowlinson Packaging are one of the leading agricultural box 
manufacturers in the UK. Boxes are manufactured at our dedicated factory 
in Thetford & delivered all over the UK.

RS Cockerill (York) Ltd	 117
The Elms	 Worsendale Road, Bishop Wilton, York. YO19 5AE
T: 07801760935  E: rufus.pilgrim@cockerill.co.uk  W: www.cockerill.co.uk	
R S Cockerill are fresh potato prepackers and suppliers to the processing 
industry, Offering a vertically integrated supply chain service from mini 
tuber production through to the customers loading bay.

SAC Consulting	 185
Ferguson Building, Craibstone Estate, Aberdeen. AB23 8UQ
T: 07920087096  E: innes.jessiman@sac.co.uk   
W: www.sruc.ac.uk/potatoes
SAC Consulting Association of Potato Producers (SACAPP). 
Membership benefits include support from the Specialist Potato Team, who 
provide independent and impartial technical advice and information based 
on applied R&D trials.

SASA	 131
Roddinglaw Road, Edinburgh. EH12 9FJ	
T: +44(0)131 244 8890  E: info@sasa.gov.scot  W: www.sasa.gov.uk
SASA is a division of Agriculture and Rural Economy Directorate of the 
Scottish Government and is the certifying authority for seed potatoes in 
Scotland. 

Scotts Precision Manufacturing Ltd	 180
Slate Worx, Station Road, Boston. PE22 8LT
T: 01205 270128  E: sales@scottsuk.com  W: www.scottsuk.com	
Designers and manufacturers of root crop / vegetable cleaning and 
harvesting systems for the world markets.
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Scotts Precision Manufacturing Ltd	 OS12
Slate Worx, Station Road, Boston. PE22 8LT
T: 01205 270128  E: sales@scottsuk.com  W: www.scottsuk.com	
Designers and manufacturers of root crop / vegetable cleaning and 
harvesting systems for the world markets.

Sencrop	 171
2 rue Hegel, Lille, 59000
T: +447723 580941  E: contact@sencrop.com  W: sencrop.com/uk	
Sencrop’s ag-weather technology enables farmers to develop personal, 
local weather networks. Connected weather stations installed on-site 
provide real-time statistics from their fields, cutting daily costs & saving time. 

Sipcam UK Ltd	 142
4c Archway House, The Lanterns, Royston, SG8 7BX
T: 01763 212100  E: info@sipcamuk.co.uk  W: www.sipcamuk.co.uk	
Sipcam UK offers new and innovative solutions for total crop health, 
including biostimulants, nutrition, herbicides, insecticides and fungicides.

Soil Moisture Sense Ltd	 204
Cloverlea	 Nuttery Lane, Aldringham. IP16 4QW
T: 01473 760365  E: info@soilmoisturesense.com   
W: www.soilmoisturesense.com
The experts in crop water management and environmental monitoring 
solutions. Modern irrigation techniques require precision data and expert 
decision support. Soil Moisture Sense provide a service to support you fully.

Solana Seeds UK Ltd		  168
Unit 4, Stody Hall Barns, Stody, Melton Constable. NR24 2ED	
T: +44 (0)1263 860609  +44 (0) 7795562718  E: craig.stephen@solana.de	  
W: www.solana.de
For over a century Solana have been trialling and testing varieties to adapt 
to the changing market. The Solana team look forward to meeting you and 
introducing our latest varieties.

Spearhead Marketing and Greenseed International	 140
45 Hasse Road, Soham, Cambridge. CB7 5UN
T: 01603 742034  E: Reception@spearheadgroup.co.uk   
W: GreensofSoham.com
A leading agribusiness focusing on excellent seed production. Through 
Spearhead Marketing we are a major supply chain in the processing 
sector whilst Greens Farming is the largest grower of beetroot. 

Standen Engineering Ltd	 119
Hereward Works, Station Road, Ely. CB7 4BP
T: 01353 661111  E: sales@standen.co.uk  W: www.standen.co.uk	
British manufacturers of market leading bedformers, destoners, bedtillers, 
planters, toppers, windrowers and harvesters. Importer of Baselier toppers, 
cultivators and combi-planters, AVR 4 row harvesters, VHM box handling, 
Vegniek haulm pullers. 

Statech Solutions Ltd		  201
Unit 4, Railway Lane Industrial Estate, Railway Lane North, Sutton Bridge, 
Spalding. PE12 9UN	
T: +441406 350608  E: sales@statechsolutionsltd.co.uk   
W: www.statechsolutions.co.uk
Statech Solutions provide electrical and mechanical service and 
breakdown support for all makes of root crop handling machinery

Stored Crop Conservation Ltd	 123
Unit 4, Five Mile Business Park, Washingborough, Lincoln. LN4 1BF	
T: 01522 797222  E: info@storedcrop.co.uk  W: www.storedcrop.co.uk	
Protecting your profits since 1971.

Sun Chemical	 102
35 Waterview Boulevard, Parsippany, NJ 07054
E: globalmarketing@sunchemical.com  W: www.sunchemical.com	
Sun Chemical is a leading producer of packaging and graphic solutions, 
colour and display technologies, functional products, electronic materials, 
and products for the automotive and healthcare industries

Syngenta	 170
Syngenta UK Ltd, CPC4, Capital Park, Fulbourn, Cambridge. CB21 5XE
T: 01223 883400  E: product.technical_enquiries@syngenta.com	  
W: www.syngenta.co.uk	
Meet the Syngenta team! Find out the latest R&D for wireworm control, 
updates for NEMATHORIN and how to get the best from MAXIM. Plus, this 
season's REVUS blight trials performance.

Team Sprayers Ltd	 105
Unit 3, Lancaster Way, Business Park, Witchford, Ely, Cambs. CB6 3NW	
T: +447767 783194  E: sales@team-sprayers.com   
W: www.teamsprayers.com
Team Sprayers, a British based family owned business designing and 
manufacturing sprayers and application equipment since 1981, offering 
quality, innovative designs and identifying the individual requirements of 
each customer.

Techneat Engineering Ltd	 197
Henry Crabb Rd, Littleport, Cambs, CB6 1SE
T: +441353 862044  E: info@techneat.co.uk  W: www.techneat.co.uk
Based in Cambridgeshire Techneat offer a wide range of appliators 
including Fertiliser, Slug pellet and Nematicide. Please come along and say 
hello.

Terry Johnson Ltd	 OS14
Cranmore Lane, Holbeach, Spalding. PE12 7HT
T: +441406 422286  E: p.johnson@terryjohnsonltd.co.uk   
W: www.terryjohnsonltd.co.uk
Manufacturers of the class leading British made Swift Lift range of 
elevators and conveyors. The flagship Extendo elevator available with 
600mm or 900mm wide belts and a selection of lengths.

The Burden Group Ltd	 113
Spalding Road, Sutterton, Boston. PE20 2ET
T: 01205 460466  E: adrian.harrison@burdens.com  W: spcveg.co.uk	
Suppliers of Tong grading, box filling and tipping equipment, Struik toppers, 
Bradley robot palletisers and Swift Lift elevators and conveyor equipment. 
Rollers and jump grader riddles made to order.

The Machine Install Company Ltd	 232
Unit 8, Anglia Way, Wisbech. PE13 2TY
T: +447469 950123  E: ahead@tmicltd.co.uk  W: www.tmicltd.co.uk	
Machinery Manufacturers and suppliers to the farming and packhouse 
sector. Post harvest machinery, Bulk and Box Intake Systems, Pre soak and 
wash lines, Conveying Systems, Optical Grading, Storage Bins

The Vegetable Farmer	 203
Lion house, Church street, Maidstone. ME14 1EN
T: +441622 291613  E: Dan.Jobson@actpub.co.uk  W: hortnews.com/
Produced since 1990, The Vegetable Farmer brings all aspects of 
commercial vegetable farming together from seed suppliers and soil 
management, to crop protection and packaging equipment

Thomas Bell & Sons Ltd	 178
Bigby Road, Brigg, North Lincolnshire. DN20 8RA	
T: 01652 652933  E: enquiries@thomas-bell.co.uk   
W: www.thomas-bell.co.uk
Thomas Bell are the UK's largest fertiliser importers, suppliers and 
manufacturers. Full range includes Lithan, Pulan® and Diamond 
Fertilisers®. All fertilisers are distributed throughout the UK

Tomra	 221
Research Park, Haasrode 1622, Romeinse straat 20	 Leuven. 3000	
T: +3216 396396  E: food@tomra.com  W: www.tomra.com
TOMRA Food designs and manufactures sensor-based sorting machines 
and integrated post-harvest solutions transforming global food production 
to maximize food safety and minimize food loss, by making sure Every 
Resource Counts™.

Tong Engineering Ltd	 114
Vale Road Industrial Estate, Spilsby, Lincolnshire. PE23 5HE
T: 01790 752771  E: sales@tongengineering.com  W: tongengineering.com
Tong is the UK’s leading manufacturer of quality potato grading, 
washing, tipping, filling and weighing equipment. From concept design, 
to manufacture and installation. The complete solution to your handling 
needs.

UPL Europe Ltd	 122
Engine Rooms, 1st Floor, Warrington. WA3 6YN
T: +447341 864907  E: bertha.spangenberg@upl-ltd.com   
W: www.upl-ltd.com/uk
UPL is a global provider of sustainable agriculture products and solutions. 
We are building a network that is reimagining sustainability, redefining the 
way an entire industry thinks and works.
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VISIT US
Hall 1, Stand 194

info@garford.com www.garford.com+44 1778342642Contact us today

Garford Robocrop Guided InRow and Inter–Row Hoes are custom built to our clients’
individual requirements. Contact us to find out how we can build your hoe, for you.

VAM WaterTech	 112
Monsterweg 64, Borssele. 4454 AC
T: +31113655880  E: info@vam-watertech.com  W: www.vam-watertech.com
VAM WaterTech develops reliable water purification solutions for profitable 
and sustainable agro-food packaging and processing."

Warners Group Publications plc	 126	
The Maltings, West Street, Bourne. PE10 9PH
T: 01778 392445  E: hayleyc@warnersgroup.co.uk   
W: www.potatoreview.com
Potato Review magazine is a specialized publication covering 
developments in the potato industry. The National Potato Industry Awards 
celebrate excellence and innovation in the sector, recognizing outstanding 
contributions.

Watson & Brookman (Engineers) Ltd	 216
Watson & Brookman Engineers Ltd, Chawston X roads, Chawston. MK44 3BL.
T: 01480 212064  E: sales@watsonbrookman.com   
W: watsonbrookman.co.uk
Watson & Brookman design and produce a range of standard and 
bespoke food processing machinery from our Bedfordshire facility.  
From concept using 3D models through to manufacture and installation. 

Websters Insulation Ltd	 200
Crow Tree Farm, Crowtree Bank, Thorne Levels, Doncaster. DN8 5TF
T: 01405 812682  E: info@webstersinsulation.com   
W: www.webstersinsulation.com
Websters Insulation are leading experts with qualified and experienced 
engineers having specialised in spray foam insulation over 46 years.   
We work nationwide, offer free no obligation quotes and site visits.

Welvent Ltd	 235
Whisby Way, off Whisby Road, Lincoln. LN6 3LQ
T: 01522 693008  E: enquiries@welvent.com  W: www.welvent.com
Crop Storage equipment Manufacturers. A complete design, build and 
installation service.  Refrigeration; Fans; Heaters; Controls/Monitoring 
systems. Timber Main Ducts; Drive-on Floors; Laterals. Refrigeration and 
Electrical Installations. 

Whole Crop Marketing Ltd	 120
Manor Farm Offices, Kirkburn, Driffield. YO25 9DU
T: 01377 217873  E: info@wholecropmarketing.co.uk    
W: wholecropmarketing.co.uk
Here at WCM we make sure that every last potato finds a home. Anybody 
can market the premium produce, yet if your eye is on maximum return, as 
ours is,

Wolds Produce Ltd	 174
The Airfield, York Road, Pocklington. YO42 1NS	
T: 01759 305627  E: info@woldsproduce.co.uk  W: www.woldsproduce.co.uk
Wolds Produce specialises in seed production in chipping, crisping and 
packing varieties, and managing crisping contracts with many of the major 
UK manufacturers. 

Wroot Water Limited	 191
Thatchcarr Farm, Field Lane, Wroot. DN9 2BL
T: 01302 771881  E: anthony@wrootwater.com  W: www.wrootwater.com
Specialist Advice on all types of Irrigation Systems, Design, Supply, 
Installation, Retrieval, Sprinklers, Drip, Hardhose, Tape, Fertigation, 
Filtration, Irrigation Pipe, Fittings, Automated Control Systems & UV Water 
Treatment 

Yara UK Ltd	 176
Pocklington Industrial Estate, Pocklington, York. YO42 1DN
T: 01759 302545  E: agronomy.uk@yara.com  W: www.yara.co.uk
Yara grows knowledge to responsibly feed the world and protect the 
planet. Together with customers and partners, we'll grow a nature-positive 
food future.

Polar Systems Ltd	 225
Polar Systems Ltd, Old Medow Road, Kings Lynn. PE30 4LA
T: 01553 691472  E: sales@polar-systems.co.uk  W: www.polar-systems.co.uk
Polar Systems have produced superior potato handling and processing 
machinery for nearly four decades. We’re the industry’s best kept secret! 
See what makes us shine at our first BP event.

ULMA Packaging	 229
Unit 2 Church Ln, Dinnington, Sheffield, Dinnington. S25 2LY
T: 01909 506504  E: info@ulmapackaging.co.uk   
W: www.ulmapackaging.co.uk/en
ULMA offer’s the widest range of packaging machinery and applications 
available on the market, including Flow Pack, Thermoforming , Traysealing , 
Vertical, Shrink Wrapping and Stretch Film and automated solutions.

James Hutton Ltd	 189
Errol Road, Invergowrie, Dundee. DD2 5DA
T: 01382 568922  E: lewis.evans@huttonltd.com  W: www.huttonltd.com
James Hutton Ltd provides a range of potato-related services to 
customers. These include long-term breeding programmes, licensing new 
varieties, trialling crop protection & nutrition products and a molecular 
diagnostics service.

GIC Ltd	 230
Alpha Works, Sandars Road, Heapham Road Ind. Est.Gainsborough	
DN21 1RZ.
T: 01427 611885  E: sales@gic.uk.net  W: www.gic.uk.net
GIC is a UK-based manufacturer of a full range of Vertical Form Fill and 
Seal (VFFS) Packaging Machinery and associated systems.

R S Hall Engineering Ltd	 103
R S Hall Engineering LTD, Unit 1 Allendale Road, Thirsk Industrial Park	
Thirsk, North Yorkshire. YO7 3NX
T: 01845 522990  E: sales@hallwebs.co.uk   W: www.hallwebs.uk
RS Hall are manufacturers of root crop webs & components for planting 
and harvesting equipment. We stock a large range of spare parts to repair 
webs, de-stoners & harvesting equipment.

Egatec A/S	 215
Hvidkaervej 3, Fyn, Odense. 5250
T: +44 07432 235230  E: info@mpackuk.com  W: www.egatec.com
EGATEC A/S in partnership with Mpack UK offers a complete range of End 
Of Line packaging machines, both standalone and turnkey solutions. 
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Potato Marketing Specialists

Seed
By collaborating with all of the

major seed breeding
companies in the UK and
abroad, WCM are able to
supply quality seed of all

varieties from all seed houses.

Ware Crisping
WCM work alongside an

established grower base who
are able to offer our

customers a wide selection of
premium packing and
processing potatoes.

 

Working closely with some
of the largest crisping

customers in the UK, we
supply a wide range of

varieties to meet individual
customer requirements.

Tel: 01377 217873     info@wholecropmarketing.co.uk
www.wholecropmarketing.co.uk

BioAtlantis Ltd	 210
Clash Industrial Estate, Tralee, Co. Kerry. V92 RWV5
T: +353 66 7118477  E: Info@BioAtlantis.com  W: www.BioAtlantis.com
BioAtlantis is a world leader in stress mitigation. The company has 
pioneered the development of “Molecular Priming” technologies to help 
growers mitigate abiotic stresses such as cold, drought and heat.

Vita-Rhize UK Ltd	 124
15 Woodlands, Hexham, Northumberland. NE46 1HT
T: 07391 284966  E: nick@vitarhize.co.uk  W: www.vitarhize.co.uk	
A novel liquid biological complex to provide nutrition, growth stimulation, 
and plant health activity. Use Vita-Rhize to substitute industrial fertilizers 
and start your journey to net zero.

MJP Supplies	 132a
Rose Villa Farm, Gipsy Lane, Gedney, Spalding. PE12 0AZ
T: 07702 293727  E: marcus@mjpsupplies.co.uk   
W: www.mjpsupplies.co.uk
We are  suppliers of Algifol Biostimulant to growers in the Uk for use on a 
range of crops including potatoes. its derived from Ascophyllum nodosum 
containing a wealth of nutrients.

Payne Crop Nutrition Ltd	 121
Fakenham, Agri Park, Hempton, Fakenham. NR21 7DY
T: 01328 864864  E: info@paynecropnutrition.co.uk   
W: www.paynecropnutrition.co.uk
Suppliers of bespoke quality fertilisers. From our factory to your field. 
Personal flexible service. Soil Sampling. Nutrient recommendations. 
Delivered and spread. Bulk or bags. Delivered or collected ex Fakenham.

Fibrophos PK Fertilisers	 155
Wood Lodge, Ermine Street, Grantham. NG32 3PY
T: 07920 873276  E: steve@jseco.co.uk  W: www.fibrophos.co.uk	
Fibrophos fertilisers offer proven field performance of P-K-Mg-S-Ca plus 
trace elements for potato crops. UK manufactured, renewable sourced 
Low Carbon footprint. Bespoke grades available

Xact	 206
Unit 20-22, King Edward Industrial Estate, Gibraltar Row, Liverpool. L3 7HJ
T: 01514 793020  E: info@xactpack.co.uk  W: www.xactpack.co.uk	
Xact Prepack is a leading provider of specialist packaging systems to the 
UK fresh produce industry. Our solutions include recyclable / compostable 
packaging solutions, net packaging VFFS, weighing and grading.

Scanstone	 149
East Mains of Burnside, By Forfar, Angus. DD8 2RX
T: +44(0)1307 818000  E: contact@scanstone.co.uk  W:  www.scanstone.co.uk
British Designers & Manufacturers of Soil Preparation and Root Crop 
Harvesting Equipment

CXCS	 132b
Orchard Barns, Crump Oak Farm, Lyonshall, Kington. HR5 3JY
T: 01981 590514  E: kay.hall@cxcs.co.uk  W: cxcs.co.uk
Agricultural compliance specialists, providing farmers with the 
documentation to comply with regulations, pass inspections and secure 
accreditations. CXCS also offer a range of Health & Safety and Human 
Resources services.

Field Farm Tours Ltd	 127c
3 Stephenson Court, Stephenson Way, Newark. NG24 2TQ
T: 01636 616060  E: info@fieldfarmtours.co.uk  W: www.fieldfarmtours.co.uk
UK specialists in the organisation of agricultural tours worldwide. 
Preferred agent for many cattle societies, congresses and providers of 
accommodation for UK and overseas events.

Greenvale Seed	 127b
Springfield, Burrelton, Perthshire. PH13 9PJ.
T: 01828 670343  E: niall.arbuckle@greenvale.co.uk  W: www.greenvale.co.uk
Greenvale Seed is a major supplier of seed potatoes to both the UK and 
overseas. We supply both our own grown exclusive varieties as well as 
free varieties.

The Crop Smith Ltd	 138
PU4 Home Farm, Barnwell Manor Estates, Barnwell, Northamptonshire. 	
PE8 5PL
T: 07886 229771  E: simon@thecropsmith.uk  W: www.thecropsmith.uk
Manufacturers of high quality biostimulants. Supplying UK farmers with 
a range of biostimulants for crop & soil health. Supporting farmers and 
growers into profitable, sustainable practice.

Standen Engineering Ltd	 OS3
Hereward Works, Station Road, Ely. CB7 4BP	
T: 01353 661111  E: e.gilbert@standen.co.uk  W: www.standen.co.uk
British manufacturers of market leading bedformers, destoners, bedtillers, 
planters, toppers, windrowers and harvesters. Importer of Baselier toppers, 
cultivators and combi-planters, AVR  4 row harvesters, VHM box handling, 
Vegniek haulm pullers. 

B-hive Innovations	 127
B-hive Innovations, Alchemy Building, Science and Innovation Park,  
Poplar Ave, Lincoln. LN6 7GZ
T: 01522 437181  E: info@b-hiveinnovations.co.uk   
W: www.b-hiveinnovations.co.uk
A leading agri-tech company fusing software & hardware engineering, 
machine learning, remote sensing, bioscience and R&D project 
management to bring innovative solutions to problems faced by the fresh 
produce industry.

Ripon Farm Services	 127a
Dallamires Lane, Ripon. HG4 1TT 
T: 01765 692255  E: technology@riponfarmservices.com   
W: www.riponfarmservices.com
Supplying machinery to the agricultural industry for over 40 years. We are 
specialists in precision ag, talk to us today about the latest John Deere 
technology for growing potatoes. 
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Entry to BP2023 is subject to BP2023 Visitor terms and Conditions.  
(See signs in entrance foyer or www.bp2023.co.uk/regtc). 

Entry also signifies acceptance that visitors may be filmed, sound recorded and/ or 
photographed for broadcast and/ or future publicity.  

The BP2023 trade show is staged by Warners Group Publications Plc. 
Registered office: the Maltings, West Street, Bourne, Lincolnshire PE10 9PH. 

Registered in England No. 02572212 

 The organisers cannot enter into any disputes that visitors may have with exhibitors.  
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 This Directory is published by Warners Group publications Plc. The publishers are not 
necessarily in agreement with opinions expressed in feature articles. No responsibility 

can be accepted for statements made by contributors or advertisers.  

Use plant protection products safely. 
Always read the label and product information before use.  

Location
Yorkshire Event Centre on the Great Yorkshire 
Showground.
Easy to find and masses of free parking!

Opening times
9am – 5.30pm Wednesday 22nd November
9am – 4pm Thursday 23rd November

Travel
Road: Via A1(M): From the South M1 – A1(M).  
From the North A1(M).  
From the East M621 – A1(M).  
From the West M56 – M62 – A1 (M).  
Exit A1(M) at Junction 47 and follow Harrogate A59, 
then A658 and then A661. At the traffic lights on the 
A661 next to the Sainsbury’s store, turn left onto 
Railway Road.

From Leeds A61 or Bradford A658: At the 
roundabout joining the two routes follow signs for 
York/A1 along the A658. At the next roundabout
take the A661 signed Harrogate. At the traffic lights 
on the A661 next to Sainsbury’s store, turn left onto 
Railway Road.

The show will be signposted on all major approach 
roads. The postcode for Satnavs is: HG2 8QZ. 
Please follow event-specific signage and traffic 

marshals’ directions as you arrive onsite.
Limited disabled parking is available for Blue 
Badge holders adjacent to Hall 1. Please contact us 
in advance for a car pass or speak to a traffic
marshal on arrival. The specific entrance gate will 
be clearly signed.
Rail: Harrogate is located midway between the 
mainline stations at Leeds and York, with regular 
commuter services on the local line.
Timetables: www.nationalrail.co.uk
The venue is c.2 miles from Harrogate’s main train 
station, where taxis and buses are available to 
complete your journey.
Hornbeam Park station is a little closer to site and 
connected by the Showground Greenway if you 
wish to cycle or walk.  
Taxis from this station should be pre-booked.

Air: Leeds Bradford International Airport (LBIA) 
is c.13 miles from the venue. Flight information: 
www.leedsbradfordairport.co.uk
Taxi transfers widely available. Alternatively, the 
Airport Direct 737 bus runs hourly to Harrogate bus 
station, from where you can take a taxi or the 770 
bus to the showground.

CPD points
BASIS and NRoSo attendance points are available.  
Please go to the Enquiry Desk in Hall 1

Tickets
Get in FREE and avoid queues by registering at: 
www.bp2023.co.uk
See it all – come for both days!
See website for accommodation options.

Enquiries
• Email: bpinfo@warnersgroup.co.uk 
• Telephone: 01743 395 020
• Visitor website: www.bp2023.co.uk

Visitor website - www.bp2023.co.uk

facebook.com/BP2023Harrogate
twitter.com/BP2023Harrogate



Precision Nutrition
for optimum results

www.icl-growingsolutions.uk 

Meet the team at The British Potato show 
visit stand 165

Tailor-made technology providing a predictable 
release of essential nutrients to match the growth 
cycle of the potato crop.
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