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“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: 
 
a time to be born and a time to die, 
a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
a time to kill and a time to heal, 
a time to tear down and a time to build, 
a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 
a time to embrace and a time to refrain, 
a time to search and a time to give up, 
a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
a time to tear and a time to mend, 
a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
a time to love and a time to hate, 
a time for war and a time for peace.”      (Ecclesiastes Ch. 3: 1-8) 
 
How true these words are for us today and they have been true over the millennia since 
they were written.  There was a popular song in my youth, “Turn, turn” which included 
these words and this has always been a favourite passage of mine. 
 
I was originally going to relate them entirely to our being without a minister due to Cecil 
moving on, but that is only one of the many things on my mind which they relate to.  At 
the forefront for all of us as I write this is the death of our Queen, Elizabeth II.  When she 
had audiences at Balmoral with Boris Johnson and Liz Truss, we saw the photographs 
and never considered that within days she would be with us no more.  We thought she 
would be with us for ever but there was for her “a time to die” known only to God and as 
we shared in our remembrances and in her funeral, we were aware of her deep faith and 
trust in her Saviour, as well as her humility and humanity despite her exalted position and 
untold wealth.  We have had our “time to weep” and our “time to mourn”, but our 
thoughts and prayers now are with her family, now away from the public eye for a brief 
time and fully able to mourn the loss of their mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother, sharing together their happy memories as well as their sad ones.  We pray 
for our new King Charles that God will grant him the strength to fulfil his new role. 
 
“A time to plant and a time to uproot” – I was at Cecil’s induction in Lincoln, meeting 
people from all of the five churches he will minister to (he does have another minister to 
assist him!).  It was a joyful day for them as they move forward in a new direction, 
planting new seeds of faith over a wide area of Lincolnshire including Gainsborough, 
Grimsby and Lincoln.  It is also a time for us to uproot, to do a bit of weeding, to reflect 
on life in our churches – what is good and should be retained, what we can plant for the 
future or what we need to uproot and discard.  I am sure over the time of the vacancy 
there will be many opportunities for us – “a time to be silent and a time to speak” – and 
we need to carefully consider what we say or don’t in our meetings during this 
time.  When eventually we do make a call to a minister, we too need to plant, watering 
and encouraging the plant to grow, not leaving everything to a new minister, who will 
need our support as they settle into their ministry. 
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Unfortunately, “a time to tear down” will soon be with us with regard to North Weald 
Methodist Church, although the building will be disposed of rather than torn down!  The 
fellowship there will be torn down though and we need to remember them all in our 
prayers, for wherever they choose to worship.  This is their time to rebuild elsewhere. 
 
Finally, my thoughts turn to Ukraine, “a time for war and a time for peace”.  We all pray I 
am sure for a lasting peace there, rather than a war that spreads out to include other 
countries in the immediate vicinity and others further afield.  We can too easily forget the 
hardship the people there are suffering, and indeed the people of Russia, largely 
unaware of what is happening.  May they find that “time to laugh and the time to dance” 
in the future. 
 
Joan  
 
 

North Weald Methodist Church 
 

Reflections on North Weald Methodist Church 
 
Methodist preaching was established in the village  in 1875 by volunteer preachers from 
Loughton and Epping; the following year the village was named in the first circuit plan of 
the new Clapton Circuit.  It was reported that “Sunday evening services were held in a 
large cottage room, rented at a cost of £3 per year, and that about 40-50 people 
attended the services”.   Services continued in the cottage room in winter with outdoor 
services in the summer and, in 1886, North Weald was added to the Wanstead & 
Woodford Plan as an outdoor mission.  As the cottage room became “unhealthily 
crowded” it was decided in 1888 to build a new chapel and this was completed – at a cost 
of £82.9s.0d. (£82.45) – on land that had been an old smithy.  The money for the chapel 
was raised by public subscription and the initial ground rent was 10s (50p) per 
annum.  The opening service for the new chapel was held on the 11th September 1890. 
 
In 1908 a plot of land adjacent to the chapel was purchased for £120 in anticipation of the 
future development of Methodism in the area and a decision to build a new church was 
taken in 1925;  the new building was completed in 1929 and this comprises the current 
Sanctuary and vestry. 
 
The village expanded during the 1960s, and the Church members had the vision to 
extend the premises by adding the hall, side rooms, kitchen and toilets and these were 
completed in 1969.  At this time, North Weald was part of the newly formed Harlow 
Mission Circuit. 
 
An extensive refurbishment project was started towards the end of 2013 that resulted in 
the modernisation of the 1969 extension  and improvements to the Sanctuary and vestry. 
It had become clear to the Church members that the various improvements were 
necessary to meet the needs of the 21st Century and to further the mission of the Church 
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to the community.  This was achieved through the support of the local community, grant 
funding and much hard work by the church fellowship. 
 
One of the side rooms more recently became the office for Rev. Cecil White and the 
other side room is currently being used by the Parish Council. 
 
Over the years the Church has had a well attended Junior Church for children aged three 
to teenagers and has witnessed many baptisms and weddings. The premises have been 
used by Girls Brigade which encouraged the girls to enter for the Duke of Edinburgh 
award scheme , Guides, two Brownie packs, boys club and  a boys’ football team (with 
support from John Batchelor for the strip).  Women’s Fellowship was also held in North 
Weald before amalgamating with Epping.  Bible study groups have also been held. 
 
JMA collections and rallies were supported by the congregation which was large at the 
time with approximately 30-35 adults and 25-30 children of all ages. There have also many 
groups using the hall  covering art, crafts, weight loss, fitness, toddlers’ activities, music, 
preservation society, coffee mornings, children’s parties and many others. 
 
Members have supported Methodist causes (including Action for Children, All We Can 
and MHA) together with national and local charities (such as Mary’s Meals, St.Clare 
Hospice and the Harlow Foodbank). 
 
In more recent years members have arranged a “Holiday at Home” for older folk, who 
perhaps did not go away on holiday or live alone, and provided them with an opportunity 
to socialise whilst enjoying various crafts and having lunch.  These were well attended 
and enjoyed by all. 
 
The Church and premises are well situated in the village and will be greatly missed by all 
who have attended events there. The organisations that use the hall at present are 
extremely sorry to have to leave the premises and are having difficulty finding other 
suitable venues. 
 
The closing service, followed by refreshments, will be held on 23rd October at 2.30 pm 
to which everyone is invited. 
 
Preaching Plan for October 

2nd Revd John Buxton (Harvest) 

9th John Ellis 

16th Fred Arthur 

23rd Revd Blair Kirkby (2:30pm) 
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Ongar United Reformed Church 

Bible Study 
If you would like to take part in a Bible Study please talk to Joan and she will arrange 
some sessions. 
 
Church Meeting 
A provisional date for the Church Meeting has been arranged for Sunday 30th October 
after the Church Service. 
 
Twinkles 
Twinkles continues to be a popular meeting place for parents and carers to bring their 
young children. 
This week we supported Macmillan Cancer Care. During coffee/tea for adults and snack 
time for children we enjoyed the cakes for sale and the raffle prizes. At the moment we 
have raised £81.20 for this charity, there is more money to collect so will let you have the 
final total next month. 
 
Open House 
What a month it’s been; with the enormous shock of losing our dear Queen so suddenly, 
stopped most of us in our tracks, to mourn & share our thoughts about her reign & what 
she has meant to us. She carried out her orderly life in a graceful & happy manner, never 
‘to complain or explain’.  Her Faith & daily prayers helped her overcome everything.  We 
could do well to emulate some of her way of life & remember her forever. 
 
Through Open House the successful ‘Saris Galore’ evening took place with an excellent 
demonstration from Vijaya’s daughter, Dorothy, showing us how to wrap & pleat 4 1/2 
metres of beautifully decorated fabrics to create a Sari.  
Vijaya had brought along a colourful selection of Saris for us all to try out ourselves. It 
wasn’t as easy as it looked, to master the pleating technique & a few more safety pins 
might have come in handy! But it made a very friendly & amusing evening. Some of us 
bought our favourite Sari afterwards. 
The evening was organised as a fund raising event in support of the Pakistan Floods. 
 
Our Open House Charity table has now raised £100 to give to the Haven House Children's 
Hospice & we thank all of you who have generously donated to this local Charity. 
 
Message from Vijaya 
Dear All, 
Thank you so much for supporting Saris Galore. We had great fun and a good laugh. We 
raised £110.00 which will be donated towards Floods in Pakistan. 
It was a team effort and a big thank you to all. 
Vijaya, Sandra, Dorothy and Cheryl 
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We would like to wish a happy birthday message to all those having a birthday in 
October. 
 

 

Preaching Plan for October, all 11am 

2nd Joan Smith (Communion) 

9th Michael Beccato-Fischer 

16th Fred Arthur 

23rd Efua Koi-Larbi 

30th Prayer & Praise 
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Epping United Reformed Church 

Zimbabwe News 

So many congratulations to Blantina Kuzie Marawu, who finally graduated as a teacher 

last month... it's been a trying time, with the course disrupted by the pandemic, but we 

are so thrilled for our sister Blantina and give thanks to God for her perseverance and 

hard work.  Please join us in prayer as she now looks for the right post.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September/October Zimbabwe update from URC Commitment for Life: 

THE ZIMBABWEAN DEBT CRISIS. Debt is strangling the poorest people in Zimbabwe, and 

in any sane world would immediately be cancelled. In 2019 Zimbabwean total debt stood 

at US$17.69 billion with US$7.7 billion of that being external debt. Only 25% is the principal 

amount, with the rest being interest accrued because of utterly insane, indeed immoral, 

interest rates. The global north, we note, is the primary beneficiary of a rabidly unjust, 

global financial and economic architecture. The system beggar’s belief. Take the British 

foreign aid budget. The majority goes not to poor people but to a colonial-era investment 

firm called CDC that invests in luxury hotels, malls, and restaurant chains. In the end, only 

3% of this aid goes to suppliers in the global south, with over 90% being paid to British 

firms. “This is the real scandal,” says economist Jason Hickel. “Aid money is taken from 

the pockets of British taxpayers and sent straight into the already-gilded coffers of the 

British business elite. It’s a shameful abuse of our most compassionate impulse,” he 

concludes. Together with Global Justice Now, Commitment for Life works to cancel the 

debt of the highly exploited nations like Zimbabwe. Thank you for all you do to bring 

about justice in our world through effective debt cancellation. 
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Message from Sena 

Hello, my brothers and sisters in Epping URC.   
Much too late, but congratulations to all members of URC on your 50 years anniversary. 
With some sad news including that of the late Queen, although she'd be at the right 
place with our Lord Jesus now, which would be an exciting moment for her after having 
her long and faithful reign over the country with her royal duties and sincerity in the 
Lord. Moreover Cecil’s move was another sorriness, but again this would've been in the 
good plan of God for all.  
So, after a short moment of regret, I was able to give thanks to God our Father, who is 
always right in His work for His children and His purpose.  
As for me, it was all too amazing to realise how splendid and magnificent His new world 
would be with each and everyone of us throughout the human history from Adam to the 
last one at the right end of the world, big and small, shines like billions of stars, praising 
the Lord, the lamb of God, the Father. 
I often think of you all in my prayers and hope you are all well in the Lord. 
Kind Regards 

Sena in South Korea 

Harvest  

Our harvest festival service will take place on Sunday 2nd October for which we will be 

collecting non-perishable gifts for the Epping Forest Foodbank. 

Toddler Group 

The toddler group had a coffee morning in aid of Macmillan cancer support and raised an 

excellent £60. 

Coffee Mornings  

First Saturday of each month, 10am-noon 

1st October: in aid of Macmillan Cancer support 

5th November 

3rd December 

Preaching Plan for October, all 11am 

2nd Lindsey Brown (Harvest & Communion) 

9th John Ellis 

16th Prayer & Praise 

23rd Alan Whymark 

30th Lindsey Brown (Communion) 
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A prayer following the death of the Queen 

O God, our rock and our redeemer, 

we come to worship you 

and to give thanks for your servant Elizabeth. 

We thank you for her long life 

and her dedicated service to commonwealth and nations. 

We thank you for what she has meant 

to each one of us... 

We treasure memories 

of meeting her .... 

of celebrating and marking moments in her life, 

of the opening of parliament, 

of her presence at significant times in our history, 

and of her speaking to us on radio and television. 

We rejoice that she lived and shared 

the faith we hold 

and that she followed her vocation, 

hearing a call to serve. 

We pray for those who will miss her most deeply, 

that they may find comfort and hope. 

We celebrate and affirm our faith 

that death is defeated, 

that new life awaits your children, 

and that creation is renewed in Christ. 

We pray for our nations at a time of change 

and for our new King. 

May he follow his mother in faithful service 

and may your blessing rest on him. 

We pray too for our elected representatives in parliament, 

for our public servants 

and for all citizens, of all faiths and none. 

And, in this day and time, we pray, 

as we are always glad to pray, 

may your Kingdom come.  

Amen. 

(From the URC) 
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The Revd Dr John Bradbury, URC General Secretary, said: "Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

lived the most remarkable life of dedicated Christian service. 

"As a devout Anglican and Presbyterian her faith shone from her words and deeds. Her 

contribution to the life of our nations, the commonwealth, and beyond will be 

remembered with gratitude for generations to come. She inspired respect from across 

the political spectrum and from monarchists and republicans alike. 

"The United Reformed Church has always been aware that as each General Assembly 

presents a loyal address to the throne, we have been addressing a fellow baptised sister 

in Christ. We give thanks for her life and uphold in prayer all who mourn for her. May she 

rest in peace and rise in glory." 

The President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference said:  “We join the nation 

in grief and thank God for her long and distinguished reign. The loyalty to, and love 

expressed, for Queen Elizabeth across the world is a testament to the life that she led, 

one marked by dedicated service to others. She provided encouragement and 

reassurance to a world living through uncertain times. 

"For people of all ages the Queen has provided constancy, a calm and wise influence at 

all levels of society. Our nation, the Commonwealth and the world have been greatly 

blessed by her life and work. 

"We give thanks to God that her duty as monarch was grounded in a deep faith in Jesus 

Christ, which has been an inspiration to countless people throughout her reign. Her 

dedication, commitment and service to her people will never be forgotten and will 

sustain all those who mourn in the coming weeks. Our prayers are for her family who 

have lost a mother, grandmother, great-grandmother and aunt and we pray that all may 

be inspired by her service and guided by her example. 

"The prayers of the Methodist people are also offered for His Majesty the King in his new 

role." 

Quote from The Servant Queen, a book published on the occasion of her 90th birthday 
"Each day is a new beginning. I know that the only way to live my life is to try to do what 

is right, to take the long view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to put my 

trust in God." 

Queen Elizabeth II 
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