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In Loving Memory of Our Dear President Rose

When | first met Rose, my impression of her was one of elegance, grace, and dignity. She
always carried herself with remarkable poise, and her tasteful style reflected the warmth
and refinement of her character.

During the COVID pandemic, Rose called me one day and asked if | would write an article
to share the joys of caring for my grandchildren and how | spent that unique period of
staying at home. | have always considered myself an ordinary writer, so | was surprised
and honored that she thought of me. What touched me even more was that in one of her
emails, she generously referred to me as one of Southern California’s leading tea
masters. Her encouragement and confidence in me remain deeply treasured in my heart.

Rose had a special gift for uplifting others. She quietly supported and encouraged people
around her, making everyone feel valued and appreciated. Her kindness was sincere, and
her words of affirmation often gave others strength and confidence.

Since learning of her iliness late last year, | have often thought of her. Although | tried to
reach out and send my regards, | was never able to speak with her directly. In March of
this year, when | accepted the role of President of the Irvine Book Club, Rose called to
congratulate me. Her voice sounded as warm and spirited as ever, and we promised to
reconnect soon. | knew how deeply she cared about the club and its members.

Unfortunately, amid the demands of moving and other responsibilities, | did not follow up
as | had intended. That missed opportunity has become one of my greatest regrets.

When | received the news of her passing on June 10, | was shocked and heartbroken.
Rose’s love, dedication, and service to the Irvine Book Club have left a lasting mark on all
of us. | believe that even in her final days, her heart remained with the organization she
devoted so many years to nurturing.

I may not be the most accomplished member of the club, but | make this promise to you:
the Irvine Book Club will continue to grow upon the foundation you built. We will carry
forward your vision, your spirit, and your commitment to learning, friendship, and service.
Dear Rose, please do not worry anymore. You have completed your beautiful mission in
this world and can now rest peacefully, reunited with the beloved husband you have
missed for so long.

There is so much more | wish | could say, so many precious memories to cherish, and so
much gratitude that words cannot fully express.

Thank you for the warmth, encouragement, and love you shared with all of us. Thank you
for touching so many lives and enriching our journey in countless ways.

May you rest in God’s eternal peace, and may your legacy continue to inspire us for years
to come.

With love, gratitude, and remembrance,

Lynn Hsu

President, Irvine Book Club
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To the family and friends of Rose:

Losing Rose has left me with a heavy heart and profound sorrow. She was not only the
indispensable soul of the Irvine Book Club (IBC) but also a mentor and dear friend who completely
changed the trajectory of my life. These past few days, | have been restless and heartbroken,
shedding tears in silence.

Beyond our deep literary bond, we shared a heartbreaking commonality: we both faced Stage IV
lung cancer typical of the "Non-Smoking Asian Female" demographic. As a recent World Journal
article highlighted, citing Stanford University research, about 57% of Asian women diagnosed with
lung cancer have never smoked, often due to congenital EGFR gene mutations. As the experts
emphasized, "We didn't do anything wrong." When Rose was diagnosed last December, she
reached out to me immediately. Facing the woman who changed my life, | shared everything | knew
and experienced in my own battle with cancer, hoping to help, but alas, it was beyond human power
to change the outcome.

| still remember when | first joined the book club; | used to quietly sit behind Rose and just listen. It
was her warm invitation, unwavering trust, and constant encouragement that gave me immense
courage and motivation. Feeling that my writing wasn't quite good enough, | decided to step up and
lead the discussion on "Apple in China" as a way to support her. It is safe to say that without Rose's
selfless guidance, that presentation would never have happened. She transformed me from a silent
observer into an active contributor. That was a monumental step in my life.

Rose was always brave in asking questions, and we shared countless deep, brainstorming
conversations at the book club—those beautiful moments remain my most cherished memories. |
will never forget February 25th of this year, when after listening to my presentation on Zoom, she
specially sent me a message to encourage me: "Wishing the rising star of IBC to elevate our
standards... Congratulations, Nell, on a blockbuster success! "

| will forever hold the grace of our "Rose President" in my heart. To honor her memory, | will dedicate
my entire presentation to Rose during my next book sharing session this October.

May Rose now lay down her worldly pain, rest in eternal peace in heaven, and be happily reunited
with her husband. We will always miss your elegance and warmth, Rose.

Nell Yang
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Our book club has lost a truly extraordinary leader. Rose was a
lady with charisma. We will miss her deeply. — Mulien
Maureen Lee fA/55E.

This picture was taken in 2015. | was hosting a little get
together at my house for the Brain Candy .
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Honoring Our Beloved Rose Cheung From Iron Spike to Strangers in the Land
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1984 10H 13H Bowers {#¥)EEEF X E#HE (The History & Cultural Council
of the Bowers Museum) 27 (& ZESE]) (Iron Spike) #2258, UKRE
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the Iron Spike Fundraising Gala working alongside Dr. Maxwell Cheung, Chair
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Timothy 4:7 (KJV) ABEFBIML, Rose EFRELITE T ; BB EKIZE, Rose B
T, tERER T RENEE. HAESESEERELNEHR—EXENAL,

i

Bowers Museum 1984 Irvine Book Club 2025

Sarah Mar JE771%



Honoring Our Beloved Rose Cheung From Iron Spike to Strangers in the Land
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Honoring Our Beloved Rose Cheung From lron Spike to Strangers in the Land
f MRS B GE A i ERUREA A RRIRIY A SO A
| have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith:* 2 Timothy 4:7 (KJV)
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Written with love and respect by Sarch Mar
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October 13, 15684 — The History & Cultural Coundl of the Bowvers Miseern
held the fron workers
It profound impact led the City of Santa Ana to proclaim the date
Chinese Laber Ploneer Day.
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The event elevated public recognition of Chinese American contributions to U.S. history. working slongside Dr. Maxwell
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Unwavering Support — A Mother’s Heart, A Lasting Friendship &8¢ 11— % % f—— R SO AR AE
In 1587, the Pan Pactic Portoeming Arts Inc. (PP} prosontod
the “Chinese Young Pecpies Arts Festival” at the Orange Courty
Performing rts Cames, featuring Sve locsl Chimese Schools
young dancers — indluding Rose’s doughter and my own. As a
devoted mather who never heskated to stand beside her
childrun, Ross volusteered ws the backstage stage marager,
gukding more than twa hundred studes frors five Chirese
sehocls with caim, steady care
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Crirmen Young Passie's Peckaerung Arts Focthial & The Mosa

Festivel. OC Purforming's Arts Center, August, 21, 1967 Rose! Her collaboration with Ruth Ding, May Hsa, Susanna Chen,

and Sarah Mir began a frierdship thot has endured for
decades. Rose FOiZ AP 8 1A B8 Auth Ding BN A
AP AE, WS — R NS -

This photo shows Rose visiting 97 years old Ruth Ding with
Sarah, May and Susanaa — 3 Guiet symbol of enduring

connection. A i BN 9 + Rose BLEL L5 11 TR LA G R
AP B9 Ruth Ding—— B PLILE N H il
Performers: Christme Mar, Aoseye Dreang & (hack rom -Susana Chen, Rose Cheurg, Sorah Mar W8] (1100 -
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In 1991, Rose was among the first Chinese American representatives Lo serve on Invine's Intercultural Advisory Committee (IAC],
together with Susie Chu, helpad the City broaden opportunities for residents to discover, experience, and celebrate cultural
diversity. In 1996, Rose entrusted the position to me as she turned her full attention to Bravo 9, the organization she had
founded, Throughout those years, she often reminded me—gently yet firmly—that we must atways uphoid tha dignity of the
Chinese community. 19914¢: + Rose B Susie Chu HL2% M4 TTF (L4 + I 9 10 LR KRS TR - 19964 BN
SRR MHEREA LN S8R - BRRERERR . (RNCARARACHKERAHER
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Rose wnllnued o support every one of my community efforts with

Later, she me to assume the presidency of
the krvine Multicultural Association and to take part in its monthly cultural
lecture series.

When the Irvine City the

with an award, Rose was overjoyed. She celebrated alongside community

y leaders, bringing flowers as a heartfelt tribute to the dedication and

Geta Jocobs: Rose Coeurg. Sorah Mac Sk G Wdan Crug, Extr a0 accomplishments of Chinese Americans, Her desire to see us shine—was
Ivine Sesior conch - Rose 18 MR M ISR K always evident in the way she showed up, encouraged, and uplifted others.

“Strangers in the Land": A Spirit of Perseverance; 5% - i F985 #
When Rose discovered that Strangers in the Land opened with the painful scene of a woman shouting “Go back to Chinal” atits
Harvaré-educated second-generation author, she felt our book club had a duty to confront this forgotten chapter of Chinese American
history. With her trademark passion, she gathered three of us to take on the 500-page book—despite the lack of a Chinese translation. She
spent hours encouraging, persuading, because she believed these stories must be heard.
After six months of preparation, our presentation finally took place and received positive reviews , Rose laft us not only with memories of
her determination, but also with her unwavering belief and, more importantly, s spirit of perseverance.

1 Rose #3431 {Strangers in the Land
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I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,
I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me,
but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
2 Tlmothy 4;7- 8
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The Cornerstone of IBC

Rose Fang Kuang May was the cornerstone of our Irvine Book Club. She was always thinking about how to ensure the club
ran smoothly and successfully. She even set a precedent by serving three consecutive terms as president from 2018 to
2021. In appreciation of her dedication, members crowned her with a paper crown and presented her with a vest bearing
the Chinese character for “Courage” during a celebration of her service. Whenever the club faced a shortage of volunteers
willing to shoulder important responsibilities, Rose never hesitated to step forward. She embodied the spirit of, “Though
thousands stand against me, | shall go forth.”

Even after stepping down as president, her care for the club never ceased. She constantly kept an eye out for members
with leadership potential, encouraging and mentoring them whenever possible. She never stopped planning and paving
the way for the club’s future. Unfortunately, despite having many talented members, everyone had their own
commitments, and in 2025 the club once again found itself without anyone willing to take on the presidency. Having only
recently emerged from the grief of losing her husband, Rose once again shouldered the burden and accepted the role of
president for a fourth term.

Rose approached everything she did with seriousness and determination. A perfectionist in the best sense of the word, she
carefully reviewed and refined every project under her responsibility to ensure nothing was overlooked. Whether it was
the Book Club, the Brain Candy discussion group, or editing and publishing special editions and books, she devoted
herself wholeheartedly. Her pursuit of excellence was the driving force behind her continual efforts to improve and
perfect everything she touched.

Perhaps because both of us had husbands from Hong Kong and both found ourselves caring for seriously ill spouses, we
developed a special bond and understanding. During those years, she drove Max to Los Angeles every week for medical
treatments. She would tell me about a restaurant there that made the most delicious beef burritos and often brought one
back for me. On her return trip, she would stop briefly in the parking lot of a Dunkin’ Donuts to hand me the treat, while
Max waited in the car. Looking back on those moments now brings tears to my eyes.

Last December, Rose told me she had been diagnosed with lung cancer. | urged her to seek opinions from several
different doctors because the diagnosis had come as a complete surprise to her. She had no cough and no symptoms
whatsoever. How could a routine examination for an ear problem lead to the discovery of lung cancer? It seemed almost
unbelievable. Eventually, she found a highly respected specialist at UCI who was able to offer a cutting-edge treatment
that did not require surgery or chemotherapy. Although she never fully understood why this illness had struck her, she
gradually came to accept the harsh reality.

Throughout her treatment, Rose continued to attend several in-person Book Club gatherings and participated in
countless online meetings. On the morning of Monday, June 8, | received a message from her. She had sent us a proposed
cover design for a new book and was seeking our opinions. | replied on Tuesday morning. Then, on Wednesday evening,
someone told me, “Rose has passed away.”

| could not believe it. My first reaction was, “Who started such a rumor?” Yet the impossible had happened. Could her
condition really have deteriorated so rapidly, taking her life within just two days? The shock and sorrow were
overwhelming and impossible to calm.

Not long ago, | came across a special feature in the World Journal and learned about what is sometimes referred to as
“lung cancer in Asian women.” Sadly, | never had the chance to share it with Rose. The article explained that many Asian
women carry an inherited EGFR gene mutation, which is unrelated to smoking or environmental factors.

It truly seems that Heaven is jealous of exceptional talent. One cannot help but lament: “Such a remarkable person, and
yet afflicted with such a cruel illness.”

And yet, upon reflection, as long as she is remembered, she will never truly leave us. She lives on in the hearts of all who

knew and loved her.
——t—
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The 2nd photo shows President Rose taking over the torch from
June Ma. After serving as a brave warrior on the front lines for
three years, she passed the baton to me in 2021 and stepped
into the role of Advisor, always generously guiding us, her
juniors. She will be missed forever | Cathy Chiang

Cathy Chiang A
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A Vibrant Life Remembered

Dear Rose has left us so suddenly that | am still in a state of shock. So many words remain bottled in
my chest—heavy, aching, and unspoken. Memory itself carries a weight that settles quietly on the
heart.

My very first impression of Rose began with a tea egg.

That day, she was leading a discussion on Feng Yu Jiang Nan (The Windy and Rainy South)—a book
with gorgeous prose but a quite challenging read. Having skipped breakfast, | grabbed a tea egg from
the snack table, thinking | would eat it while listening. Little did | know, | wouldn’t get the chance.

On stage, Rose radiated a powerful presence, speaking with measured composure. Everyone was
instantly captivated, holding their breath, not wanting to miss a single detail. Fearing that the faint
sound of peeling the eggshell would disturb the room, | simply gave up on the idea and focused
entirely on her lecture. | was so enthralled that | completely forgot my hunger—proving that spiritual
nourishment can indeed satisfy physical appetite!

| couldn't help but think of Xiao Yu in the "Listening to the Storyteller at Minghu Lake" chapter of The
Travels of Lao Can. With just a glance, even those tucked away in the corners felt seen and cared for.
Rose was exactly like that, without a shred of exaggeration! Witnessing her personal charisma, |
instantly became her fan.

Thinking back, many of the books Rose guided us through were massive volumes: Haruki Murakami’s
Norwegian Wood, Gabriel Garcia Marquez’'s One Hundred Years of Solitude, Jiang Rong’s Wolf
Totem, and Wang Yuewen’s The Prime Minister of Qing Dynasty, among others. She made the heavy
seem light, always mastering the material effortlessly. Yet, | knew the sheer amount of effort poured
into that behind-the-scenes composure. | remember her saying, "Leading a book discussion is hard
physical labor." On those mornings, she would eat a hearty breakfast—much more than usual—just to
have the stamina to present the book well and fulfill her mission. Beneath her trademark humor and
wit lay a selfless, wholehearted devotion to the IBC, a dedication she maintained consistently over the
years.

Rose was fluent in both Chinese and English and possessed a deep love for learning. She studied
Shakespearean literature and could read Shakespeare's works in their original English—a truly
remarkable feat! Once, when a friend's non-profit organization needed to compile a report, | asked
Rose to help with the translation. Without any hesitation, she agreed immediately. Her translation was
fast, accurate, fluent, and beautiful, earning everyone's deepest admiration.

*k%
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For a period of time when my mother was ill, | frequently missed our book club meetings. When | finally
returned, she was the first to send her regards. Her text message overflowed with warmth: "Shining is
back! It has been far, far too long!" Those few short words radiated genuine care and joy, making me feel
deeply comforted.

During the year of the Parkland school shooting in Florida, several high school students who witnessed
the horror firsthand channeled their shock into action, calling on the public to take to the streets and
march for gun control. Rose and | walked side-by-side in that procession. Holding her homemade poster,
she shouted slogans at the top of her lungs. When it came to standing up for public welfare and justice,
she stayed ahead of the pack.

With her strong leadership, extensive connections, and passion for community service, Rose guided the
Irvine Book Club to continuous growth and expanded its impact on the community. Her contributions were
obvious to all.

Attached is our graduation essay from 2016, which mentions "Mastermind Rose" and the humorous Max.
In the blink of an eye, a decade has passed, and now we are separated by life and death—a realization
that brings a profound sigh of sorrow.

Though it is hard to say goodbye, knowing that she has returned to her heavenly home—reunited with
her beloved Max and embraced by her family—brings a quiet comfort and peace to my heart. May our

dear Rose rest in serenity, held in eternal freedom and light.

Remembered with love,

Shining Liang
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WIRAYE Rose's Legacy and Love
| would like to share a warm and touching story with all of you:

During our Irvine Book Club Lunar New Year Celebration on February 11th this year, our beloved
President Rose very generously donated a "Tbaxo 8-Channel Wireless Microphone System" as a
raffle prize. The lucky winner that day was the husband of our member, Nien-Hua Lin. In a beautiful
act of generosity, he immediately gifted this precious prize to OC Golden Ukulele.(Our Band)

President Rose was unable to attend the celebration in person that day due to a doctor's
appointment. After returning home that afternoon, | immediately called her to express our heartfelt
gratitude. | shared with her how microphones play a vital role every time our ensemble performs, and
this wireless microphone system was exactly the professional equipment we needed the most at the
time. President Rose was absolutely delighted to hear this. She expressed how comforted and happy
she was knowing that the gift had found its way to the team that needed it most and could truly
maximize its value—it was truly the perfect arrangement.

Now, this microphone system is no longer just a piece of audio equipment; it has become a
keepsake, a blessing, and a legacy of love left to us by President Rose.

In every future rehearsal and every single performance, | believe that Rose and her beloved Max will
be listening to our melodies from heaven, watching us move forward carrying her love and
encouragement.

President Rose, thank you. | will forever cherish your kindness and the wonderful bond we shared.

Laura Yen

Laura Yen 721
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It is with great sadness that | learned of Rose’s passing on June 10, 2026.

| joined the Irvine Book Club (IBC) in October 2020. Rose, then the president, personally welcomed
me into the organization and encouraged me from the very beginning. At that time, | never imagined
that IBC would become such an important part of my life.

Rose saw potential in me before | saw it in myself. She gave me the opportunity to create
promotional posters—something | had never done before—and patiently guided me every step of
the way. Later, she encouraged me to serve as Vice President and eventually President of IBC.
Because of her trust and mentorship, | learned many new skills, expanded my horizons, and formed
countless meaningful friendships.

One of the things | admired most about Rose was her unwavering commitment to IBC. When | was
struggling to find a successor after my term as President, Rose stepped forward without hesitation
and took on the responsibility herself. | will never forget her loyalty, generosity, and dedication.
Rose was fluent in both English and Chinese, intelligent, confident, and a natural leader. She had a
strong presence, yet behind that strength was a warm and caring heart that uplifted and inspired so
many people.

She truly changed my world, and for that | will be forever grateful.

Thank you, Rose, for your friendship, guidance, and belief in me.

You will be deeply missed and lovingly remembered.

Rest in peace.

Laura Yen
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In Loving Memory of Rose, The Forever Blooming Rose

| was deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Rose. Countless memories
of Rose have filled my mind, lingering in my thoughts day and night.

Though she has departed from us, her grace and legacy will endure. Dear
Rose, you will forever remain the rose that blooms in our hearts. Your
elegance and wisdom gently illuminated everyone around you.

Whenever you entrusted someone with a task, you always conveyed an
extraordinary sense of confidence, making each of us feel as though we were
the one and only person you believed could accomplish it best. Because of
that trust, we accepted every responsibility with gratitude and always did our
utmost to fulfill it.

| still vividly remember when Max passed away, Rose asked me to write down
Max's Chinese name in "Kaishu" font for his memorial. Today, with a heavy
and grieving heart, | have added Rose's Chinese name alongside his.

The remarkable and deeply respected couple, Max and Rose are now
reunited in their heavenly home, keeping each other company, never to be |
parted again. '

Be Together Forever.

May Rose rest in peace, her grace everlasting.

Teresa Lin FNH

Irvine Book Club Member
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Her Sincerity, Her Community — Her Authentic Life

For Rose Cheung, who took tea and gave herself to the community.

Rose did not often speak about her values. She lived them.

Her sincerity was quiet but unmistakable. When she invited someone to speak at her book club or encouraged them to attend a
cultural event, she was doing more than filling a program. She was connecting people. She was creating spaces where voices
could be heard and relationships could grow. In her gentle way, she seemed to say: You matter. Your story belongs here.
Rose's commitment to community was never about recognition. Together with her husband, she worked steadily behind the
scenes—supporting cultural programs, publishing projects, fundraising efforts, and gatherings that brought people together. She
encouraged Chinese Americans from different backgrounds and generations to meet, share experiences, and learn from one

another. She understood that community is not something we inherit; it is something we build.

She believed that gathering together was more than a social activity. It was how we preserve memory, culture, and identity. It
was how we remember who we are.

One memory of Rose stays with me.

Before Christmas, she drove a long distance to help our Rancho Santa Margarita food pantry distribute food to families in need.
She did not have to come. She simply showed up, ready to help, as she so often did for the community.

To thank her, | later gave her a bag of coffee. She smiled and said, “I take tea only.”
It was a small moment, but it captured something essential about Rose. She knew who she was. She never pretended to be
anything else. Her sincerity was not something she talked about; it was something she practiced every day. Just as she knew

her own taste, she encouraged others to find and honor their own voice.

Looking back, | realize the gift was never really about the coffee. What | remember is her willingness to make the long drive,
give her time, and quietly serve others without expecting recognition. That was Rose.

She faced illness in much the same way—with honesty and dignity, without unnecessary drama. She remained herself until the
very end.

Now she is gone. Yet her sincerity still lingers like a warm cup of tea shared among friends. Her devotion to community
continues in the book club she nurtured, the cultural events she helped create, and the many connections she fostered over the

years.

Rose embodied something precious: authenticity joined with generosity. She was proud of her heritage, devoted to her
community, and sincere in all that she did.

She was an authentic Chinese American woman.
Not a label.
A life.

Rest, dear friend. Your warmth remains with us.

~

Katherine Cao Kincaid &5%



Shocked and deeply saddened by the heartbreaking news of losing my
dearest friend; my heart is filled with immense grief.

Rose was intelligent, capable, beautiful, elegant and noble. With her
exceptional leadership, she elevated the Irvine Book Club to an entirely
new height, turning it into a prominent and highly regarded cultural
organization within the Southern California Chinese community.

During my more than ten years with the book club, wrapped in Rose’s
care and encouragement, | participated in numerous enriching activities
and shared a few good books of my own. Whenever we exchanged
ideas, she always offered unique insights and advice, inspiring me to
delve deeper in the meaning of life.

In the long journey of retirement, she was a rare role model for
intellectual pursuit in my heart, and moreover, my most sincere and
soul-searching friend.

Amidst the great sorrow of losing a cherished friend, | find a small
comfort in knowing that she has finally broken free from the torment of
illness to rest in peace in heaven, and reunited with her beloved Max,
who had been there waiting for her.

May you journey well and rest in peace, Rose!

You are not gone; You will live in our hearts forever!

Dr. Hsin Chang 5k% & Dr. Chao Huang
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The journey | shared feels far too short, | take comfort in knowing that Rose's light remains —
in memories cherished,

in lives changed, and

in love that does not end with goodbye.

Pray for Rose's onward journey!

sxse Chia-Ho Lee Z={Ek



A Tribute to Rose

When Rose joined the Irvine Book Club, she quickly became a valued
leader, guiding several outstanding book discussions with thoughtful insight
and deep analysis.

When she later became President of the Book Club, her kindness,
generosity, and unwavering dedication touched the lives of so many
members. She encouraged meaningful discussions, welcomed new ideas,

and made everyone feel valued, respected, and included.

The friendships and connections she nurtured within our club will remain
one of her lasting legacies.

Will greatly miss her wisdom, her gracious spirit, and her cheerful presence
at our gatherings.

Cherish the many wonderful memories she leaves behind and remain
grateful for the time we shared with her.

Rest in peace, Rose

You will always be remembered with love and appreciation.

Josephine Hung PRIHHE




Dear Roselyn,

On behalf of all the members of the Irvine Book Club, we extend our
deepest sympathy to you and your family on the passing of your beloved
mother, Rose.

We were heartbroken to learn of her passing. Rose was much more than
our president—she was a dear friend, a thoughtful leader, and the heart of
our book club. Through her dedication, warmth, and enthusiasm, she
created a welcoming community where friendships flourished and
learning was shared.

Her kindness, generosity, and unwavering commitment touched the lives
of so many members. She always encouraged meaningful discussions,
supported new ideas, and made everyone feel valued and included. The
friendships and connections she nurtured within our club will remain one
of her lasting legacies.

We will greatly miss her wisdom, her gracious spirit, and her cheerful
presence at our gatherings. While words cannot ease the sorrow of losing
someone so special, we hope it brings comfort to know how deeply she
was loved and respected by all who knew her.

Please know that our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family
during this difficult time. We are grateful for having had the privilege of
knowing Rose, and we will cherish the many wonderful memories she
leaves behind.

With heartfelt sympathy,
The Members of the Irvine Book Club
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| am currently traveling in Xinjiang, where the communication signal is poor and keeps
cutting in and out... much like my emotions right now, as my thoughts of our dear Rose
rise and fall with waves of sorrow.

If only life could remain as it was when we first met. Ten years ago, when | first joined IBC
and caught my first glimpse of Rose, she made a stunning impression. What a radiant
and graceful lady she was. | immediately felt a warmth and admiration for her.

A few days ago, when | suddenly received Kaimin’s message with this heartbreaking
news, | could hardly believe it and was completely shocked. | was almost unable to sleep.

The day before | left, | was still exchanging messages with Rose. | apologized for not
being able to attend the performance at the South Coast Cultural Center that she had
invited Carl and me to join. She replied with a little disappointed face and said that after |
returned from my summer trip, we could play mahjong together again. Everyone knew
what a skilled player she was. We happily made that promise, yet now it has become a
promise that can never be fulfilled.

However, | promised her that | would bring back the Xinjiang raisins she loved, and | will
not break that promise. | will bring them when | visit her, offer them to her, and have a
quiet little chat with her.

Rose’s kindness and personal charm made her truly one of a kind among all my friends.

It was through her repeated encouragement and support that | found the courage to step
forward and serve IBC as President for 2023—2024. True to her word, she gave me
tremendous help and support throughout that journey. She was one of the greatest
catalysts for my personal growth and self-discovery.

In life, there are three kinds of friends worth cherishing: those who are upright, those who
are understanding and forgiving, and those who are knowledgeable. Rose was a sincere
and devoted friend whom | will never forget for the rest of my life.

| deeply regret that | will not be able to attend Rose’s memorial and farewell service on
June 28. It saddens me even more that | cannot be there to see her off on her final
journey.

Knowing that Rose has finally returned to the embrace of her beloved Max, where they
can remain together forever, brings me comfort and happiness for her. After Max passed
away, | knew how much loneliness, sorrow, and longing she carried through those years.
Yet there was little | could do to ease her heartache.

Dear Rose, now it is time for you to journey onward. Fly to another world and continue to
share your talents and your charm. Create another miracle there.

One day, we will meet again. And when we do, we will smile through our tears.

Anna Cheng f&#5Z & Carl Cheng EF[:E



A Tribute to Rose

When news of Rose’s passing reached me on Wednesday, | couldn’t believe it—
my heart was still lingering on the messages | received from her just the day
before. The gentle, musical rhythm of her Mandarin-accented Cantonese still
echoes in my mind, a tune | know | will carry with me for a long time.

To speak of Rose is to speak of warmth, innovation, and a spirit that viewed the
world—and the people within it—with boundless, infectious curiosity. She was
the very heartbeat of our book club, but calling her a “leader” feels far too
small. Rose was so much more: she was a curator of ideas, a harbor for those
of us seeking connection, and a visionary who didn’t just want the club to
succeed; she wanted all of us to grow.

| count myself incredibly lucky to have been in her orbit. Thank you, my dear
friend, for everything you have written onto the pages of our lives. You will be
missed, but your story continues in all of us. As a final tribute to Rose, my
friend, my mentor, and my inspiration, | offer these words by David Harkins:

She Is Gone

You can shed tears that she is gone

Or you can smile because she has lived

You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back
Or you can open your eyes and see all that she has left
Your heart can be empty because you can't see her

Or you can be full of the love that you shared

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday
You can remember her and only that she is gone

Or you can cherish her memory and let it live on

You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back

Or you can do what she would want: smile, open your eyes, love and go on.

— David Harkins

Betty Mak ;Lii#®
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The Flower Remembered

The first time | met Rose was on May 4, 2022, at the “Irvine Chinese American
Chronicles” book launch held in the Chamber Room of Irvine City Hall. As
Chairwoman of the Editorial Committee, she stood before hundreds of attendees
and delivered a remarkable speech. | was deeply impressed by her eloquence,
confidence, and grace. Her speech was inspiring, and her presence was elegant
and captivating. She embodied the qualities of an exceptional leader.

Later, | had the privilege of joining the Irvine Book Club. Rose became a true
benefactor to our community, thoughtfully connecting people and helping Laura
find her way into the warm and welcoming Irvine family that we cherish today.

On that memorable day in 2022, the Huasheng Choir performed two songs: “The
Star-Spangled Banner” and “The Flower Remembered.” Today, | would like to
dedicate these two songs in remembrance of Rose—the American national
anthem, honoring the country she loved and served, and “The Flower
Remembered,” honoring the beautiful memory she leaves in our hearts.

Rose will forever remain the rose in our hearts.

Though Rose has left us, her kindness, leadership, and grace continue to bloom
in our hearts. She will always be our Rose.

—
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A year ago, Rose kindly reached out and invited me to help with the book club. As a
newcomer, her encouragement gave me the confidence to take a step forward and
get involved. Through that opportunity, | was able to build deeper connections with
many of the members.

Rose always gave her best when it came to finding speakers for our meetings. She
often went out of her way, even treating speakers to meals at her own expense, to
bring quality programs to the club. She also cared deeply about every detail, from
poster design to event planning.

| am deeply saddened by her untimely passing. Yet her contributions to the book
club and the friendships she built with so many members will not be forgotten.

Now she has laid down her earthly labors and returned to her heavenly home. We
take comfort in knowing that she rests in God's loving presence, and we look
forward to seeing her again in heaven one day.

In loving memory,

Jennifer Lin

Jennifer Lin &8 X
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| will forever love you and miss you, Rose.
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ROSE CHEUNG Chien Hsin Chuang #t&k18

Readers of the book club lost you forever

Orange County’s multicultural leader

Served four terms as president

Earned everyone's admiration and respect

Chinese and English both fluent

Harmony of human relations in and out of the club
Excellent organizational skills

Unprecedented outreach to mainstream

Now you join Max in the heaven

Given the eternal peace, Thank Heaven

Alan Chuang #1&E 6-18-2026
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In October 2016, | received a call from Rose in Shanghai informing me that Xia Kaiyu had passed away!
| moved away from Irvine in 2003, but Rose knew Kaiyu was a close friend, so she immediately
informed me while | was in Shanghai. Upon receiving the news, | felt a void in my heart; life seemed
meaningless...

Since 1991, we've had "Bravi 9," forging an unwavering bond. When | moved back to Irvine at the end
of 2025, Rose, as the president of the Irvine Book Club, attending Book Club was a must. | discovered
that Rose had become even more charismatic, organized, and possessed greater personal charm than
during the "Bravi 9" era. |, after retiring, simply relaxed and lived life as | pleased, while Rose continued
to grow and improve, relentlessly striving—truly someone | should learn from.

But the mystery of life lies in the fact that you never know what the future holds: On June 8, 2026, |
woke up early and suddenly missed Rose terribly, so at 7:00 am | sent her a text message, "How have
you been? | miss you dearly!" Rose replied, "Still feeling unwell, so pathetic..." On June 9, 2026 |
learned she was hospitalized, and on June 10, 2026 | learned she had passed away. | felt like | had
stepped into a hole, and my whole life felt unreal!

But now, thinking about it, Rose used the fastest, least painful way to reunite with her beloved Max.
Wasn't that her good fortune?

Rose, may you and Max love each other dearly in heaven, never to be separated again!

Yulin Wang E 4k
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Rose has been a wonderful and inspiring leader for IBC with
compassion and total dedication. We will miss her dearly.
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Rose recruited me for the Irvine Chinese School PTA in the mid-80s. We
were both invited to the board of directors by the City of Irvine
Inter-cultural Advisory Committee Superintendent early on and had been
good friends ever since. | had also been her loyal back-up mahjong player
whenever they were short a plater ("={R—")

Rose had always been an outstanding, outspoken leader and lived up to her
beautiful name. Farewell to Our Forever ROSE. Until we meet again... we
love you and miss you.

Death, be not proud, though some have
called thee

Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so;
For those whom thou think'st thou dost
overthrow

Die not, poor Death, nor yet canst thou
kill me.

From rest and sleep, which but thy
pictures be,

Much pleasure; then from thee much
more must flow,

And soonest our best men with thee do
go, Rest of their bones, and soul's
delivery.

Thou art slave to fate, chance, kings, and
desperate men,

And dost with poison, war, and sickness
dwell,

And poppy or charms can make us sleep
as well

And better than thy stroke; why swell'st
thou then?

One short sleep past, we wake eternally
And death shall be no more; Death, thou
shalt die.

~~ John Donne ~~

Susie Chu ;13
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Dear Rose,
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Dear Ming,

The honor was ours!

It was indeed a delightful event held at IBC on 2/26!

Your effort in leading the book of “Reading with Patrick” was simply seamless
and marvelous!

Of course, the pivotal character was Michelle Kuo whose rare noble traits really
has shone through, her journey of those years fluttered many IBC’s minds and
touched our hearts beyond words.

You and your families have Irvine Book Club’s standing open invitation at any
time, as our guests or better yet as our members!

Cheers,
Cyber Rose
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In Memory of Rose

Dear Rose,

We were so shocked and sad to hear that you were suddenly called home by the
Lord, we were so reluctantly to see you go. | remember that we first met in 2020 and
accepted your invitation to read my daughter’s work at IBC. We went to Hongcheng
for a lunch feast afterwards. The following is your reply after reading Mingshang
thank-you note. Now that we read it again, we still feel that your enthusiasm is
floating in my heart.

Dear Ming,

The honor was ours!

It was indeed a delightful event held at IBC on 2/26!

Your effort in leading the book of “Reading with Patrick” was simply seamless and
marvelous!

Of course, the pivotal character was Michelle Kuo whose rare noble traits really has
shone through, her journey of those years fluttered many IBC’s minds and touched
our hearts beyond words.

You and your families have Irvine Book Club’s standing open invitation at any time, as
our guests or better yet as our members!

Cheers,
Cyber Rose

In this way, needless to say, we are members of IBC and have been deeply feeling
your enthusiasm and charm in all aspects. Just like an English poem describing your
English name: The red rose whispers of passion, And the white rose breathes of love.
As presented here by many of your friends and members of IBC; you are so
dedicated to the book club and community services. Yet at the same time, at home
you are such a loving and responsible wife and mother. Not too long ago you wrote a
comforting note to Minghang’s for his discomfort despite you are suffering for your
illness: "Ai ya ya, take care, we can play mahjongg during the summer vacation!!!! .
Little did we know that you were seriously ill and on your way to heaven and continue
to be in love with Max. Today, when everyone remembers everything about you, let
us quote an ancient poem describing plum blossoms: “The pure fragrance conveys
the heart of Heaven. Now that we say goodbye to you, we are blessed with what
the light and heat you left behind. Let's use it to light a lamp in our hearts for the
Rose that never falls. You journey never stop!

Hwamei and Mingshang

MEESE Hwamei Kuo ZBEE#F Ming Shang Kuo



B S —TiE,
N B RB

2023 £_H, ®X&E®R, HOJERBERED, N L—xK,
fhERARAAR, ME—BEHE, BF Mk

T—ERR, XEMETER, HEERS, AaaaqEE
nﬁAa |\t %H%Eﬁo

SHEEX, TRSRMER, ELIWERS, INIMOEE,
RS A ? ESERBE, SEA, DOFREBES Lo

6/7EHH, WRIyiMmER—ERF, SHEEMmE, TRER,

RAEMRRERNEE, 5IS=hAFkEL, AEM, HER
BREESTALE, B, tEREEERMRC, BARERES
ERE, EUT, it !

BE EMTTRE1994F, === EFR, HACEERIMa.

ltuan Wang &




My dearest Rose,

| am deeply saddened to hear of your passing, especially with
our lunch plans still ahead of us. You were a thoughtful friend
who made my transition to Southern California feel much more
like home. You encouraged me to join IBC during the COVID
period, and | have since gained so much knowledge and so
many friendships through it.

Your leadership and kindness were admired by many, and we
are all better for having known you. | will always be grateful for
your friendship and the warmth you brought into my life.

You will forever remain in my heart and prayers.

Fondly, Francoise

No words can describe the pain of losing a much loved
friend, Rose.

Regrets for not being able to attend your memorial service
in person, but my heart will be there with you. You are
forever in my thoughts and prayers and in my heart for your
kindness and thoughtfulness. | am grateful and blessed to
have you as a friend in my life!

Fondly, Francoise

Francoise Y Mayle EE & 3
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In Loving Memory of Rose

| first met Rose around 2018. Having heard so much about the IBC Book
Club, | decided to pay a visit. That day, Rose was leading a discussion on
John Keats's Ode to a Nightingale. Her presentation was profound yet
accessible; she was radiant, exceptionally eloquent, and filled everyone's
heart with the joy and satisfaction of learning. | decided to join IBC almost
instantly.

Not long after, Rose began her first year as President. Over the next few
years, she poured her passion entirely into the vision of the book club.
Whether it came to the books chosen, the presenters, publicity, or the
preparation process, you could always see her dedication at every step.
She always maintained a consistently relaxed and cheerful demeanor while
participating in discussions large and small, as if this were just a delightful,
leisurely activity in her otherwise quiet life. But in truth, her life was
incredibly busy, her responsibilities heavy, and her pressures immense. She
did her job so wonderfully that no one could bear to let her step down.
Once, | asked her when she would lead another session for us. She sighed
and said she was just too busy, leaving her with no time to read properly, let
alone lead a discussion. It was only then that | suddenly realized her
multi-faceted talents had sometimes become a kind of binding constraint.

After the pandemic, | rarely attended the in-person gatherings and seldom
saw Rose. The last time | saw her was in June 2024, when she led a
discussion on Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy Onassis: The Untold Story (or
Jackie: Forever America's First Lady). | was finally able to enjoy her brilliant
insights and unique charisma once again.

Farewell, Rose. Thank you for the light and warmth you brought into our
lives. | will cherish your memory forever.

Leslie Chang

Leslie Chang Z51R
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Dearest Rose,

| was on a cruise when | received the news of your passing. |
was utterly stunned and filled with disbelief, as | had just
spoken to you on May 28th. You had reminded me to pick up
tickets so that my granddaughters could enjoy the show. It’s
hard to believe how suddenly you left us. Tears streamed down
my face, and my heart sank with sorrow.

Everyone knows your contributions to the community and the
book club, but to me, you were simply a wonderful friend with
a thoughtful and kind heart. You would call me to check on me
and see if | was okay. Your encouragement and guidance
always made me feel better and comforted. I’m going to miss
you dearly.

After Max passed away, you continued to talk about him with
love and affection. Knowing that you and Max would be united
together gave me comfort. Of course, Ryan would be there
too.

Rose, you will be deeply missed.

Your friend,

Karen Chiu &a]{=
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The sudden passing of Rose is heartbreaking and difficult to
accept. For many years, she was a well-respected fixture of our
community, beloved for her gracious spirit and welcoming smile.
Her tireless dedication to promoting Chinese culture and heritage
touched many of us deeply. Even during her illness, she was still
concerned about the success of the recent Legends performance.
She made certain | attended to support this group, which showed
her deep commitment to the arts and neighborhood.

It was a privilege to have known Rose. She will be dearly missed,
but her beautiful spirit and legacy will live on in all our hearts.
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Summer Rose
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We have no cash, we have no job, and we have no hope.... now, we don't even have the rose that we
love so much...

A rose by any other name would smell as sweet.
Our rose in any other place would still find a way to love and to be loved.

Rose loved Shakespeare, and Shakespeare loved Rose......
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Rose is an icon, Rose is a legend.

Rose is incredibly powerful. It wasn’t until she was gone that so many of us truly felt it.
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A flower slowly closes its petals, yet its fragrance still lingers in the air—
never dispersing.

In Memory of Rose

Before the morning fully awoke, you quietly said goodbye, a gentle promise to
find Max that became life’s final signature.

You moved among us like light—effortless, radiant, a beauty born rather than
made.

Then that evening, a flower fell, and in its absence we feel the power you had
always carried for the world.

You did not leave us—you simply turned toward another happiness, whole,
and now everywhere.

And we,

can only learn to remember within the lingering fragrance,
learn to accept that

once there was a kind of beauty

that came into this world so vividly real—

never fading in scent, never fading in its ripples.....
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Summer by william Mar

To say that your smile
lights up the whole garden
is of course an exaggeration

but | did indeed see
all kinds of flowers blooming
at your approach

BREERETS, BAERDTHERE 188+ U THIREMEEE—f -
Shall | compare thee to a summer’s day?
~Though our rose is gone with summer’s coming,

her fragrance lingers~never fading in scent, never fading in its
ripples.
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Forever Our President
rorever Qur Rose

Dear Roselyn,

This memorial book is a collection of the profound love,
admiration, and respect shared by members of the Irvine
Book Club whose lives were touched by your mother.

As you turn these pages, we hope you will see what we were
privileged to experience — the generosity of her heart, the
strength of her character, the elegance of her spirit, and the
lasting impact she had on so many lives.

Thank you for sharing your remarkable mother with our
community. Her wisdom, charisma, and selfless dedication
have left an indelible mark on this literary garden she so
passionately nurtured. She shone!

A rose may fade from our sight, but her sweet fragrance will
linger in our garden forever.

May this book of precious memories serve as a gentle
reminder of how deeply she was loved, revered, and
celebrated by everyone who crossed her path.

With all our love and prayers,

Irvine Book Club




