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N E W  H E I G H T S
M A R T I N  L U T H E R  K I N G  

S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D E E

K E N D A L L  E A S T E R L Y

Current Academic Status:

Senior, High School: Whitney M. Young Magnet 

High School

Higher Education Admission:

Northwestern University

Future Academic Pursuit:

Major: Computer Science

Personal Belief:

“Being present and helping out can make a big

difference in people’s feeling of control over

stressful situations.”
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M A L A C H I  R A M S E Y

Current Academic Status: 

Northwestern University

Personal Belief: 

“The path to success may look like an upward

slope, however, true success,  is right in front

of you, all you must do is accept it."
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J A M A R  J A C K S O N

Current Academic Status:

Senior, High School: Kenwood Academy 

High School

Higher Education Admission:

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

Future Academic Pursuit:

Major: Media Arts/Digital Media

Technology/Computer Science

Personal Belief:

“My passion for multimedia art derives from my

desire to be present and represented in

our modern world. 
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D A N I E L  M A S O N  J R

Current Academic Status:

Senior, Neuqua Valley High School

Higher Education Admission:

Xavier University of Louisiana.

Future Academic Pursuit:

Psychology

Personal Belief:

"I wear my identity as a badge of honor, raising my

head confidently as I voice my thoughts, express

my words, and accomplish my goals."
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E L I J A H  C O L E M A N

Current Academic Status:

Senior, Whitney M. Young Magnet High School

Higher Education Admission:

Business Administration

Future Academic Pursuit:

Morehouse College

Personal Belief:

"As I've grown, I've come to understand how

important it is to serve others. My personal

challenges and academic journey have taught me to

build confidence, empathy, and a sense of

responsibility toward others.”
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E L I J A H  C O O P E R

Current Academic Status:

Senior, Urban Prep Charter Academy for Young Men,

Englewood Campus

Higher Education Admission:

Millikin University

Future Academic Pursuit:

Biology

Personal Belief:

“Inspired by Dr. King's words, I continue to ask myself,

'What am I doing for others?' and strive to answer

through my actions, embodying the spirit of service in

every endeavor."
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S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D E E

J O S E P H  V I N S O N

Current Academic Status:

Junior, The University of Memphis

Current Academic Pursuit:

Sports Leisure Management

Personal Belief:

"The ultimate measure of a man is not where he

stands in moments of comfort and convenience,

but where he stands at times of challenge and

controversy."
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D A M I L O L A  A L I U  

Current Academic Status:

Senior, Walter Payton College Prep

College/University Admitted To: 

Pending Acceptance

Anticipated Major: 

Engineering

Personal Belief:

“There is no doubt that racial disparities in healthcare undeniably exist and are detrimental to

not only minorities but society in general. My goal is to be an engineer and through it, I hope

to impact other social factors like health and racial disparities.”
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M A R T I N  L U T H E R  K I N G  

S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D E E

J A K A I  S M I T H

Current Academic Status: 

Junior, Chicago State University

Current Academic Pursuit:  

Communication, Media Arts, and Theater

Personal Belief: 

"One of my goals in going to college is to gain

the ability to create change in my city and to

set an example for the next generation.”
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C L E A V E S  S C H O L A R S H I P

A W A R D E E

A L O N T E '  R E Y N O L D S

Current Academic Status:

Senior, Ogden International High School

Future Academic Pursuit:

Computer Science

Personal Belief:

"I’ve dealt with confidence issues through school

but have managed to overcome fears in the

classroom when needing help”
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A W A R D E E

J A L E N  B R O W N

Current Academic Status:

Senior, Lindblom Math and Science Academy

Higher Education Admission:

University of Missouri

Future Academic Pursuit:

Accounting

Personal Belief:

"When you are in a position to help somebody, it is morally wrong if you don't. To me, this

is what success is in life. Being unselfish, being able to offer to people, and achieving at a

high level."
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https://www.umkc.edu/


Thank You for Over a Decade
of Service and Leadership.
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J E F F R E Y  C R A Y

Jeffrey, your journey with the Boy Scouts began over a
decade ago, fueled by a passion for service and a desire
to make a difference. In these ten years, you've
exemplified the Scout Oath and Law in every endeavor,
demonstrating courage, kindness, and integrity in all
that you do. Your leadership has been nothing short of
inspiring. As a mentor to younger Scouts, you've guided
them with patience and wisdom, instilling in them the
values of teamwork and perseverance. But perhaps
most importantly, Jeffrey, you've shown us what it
means to lead by example. Your unwavering
commitment to the principles of Scouting has touched
the lives of countless individuals, leaving a legacy that
will endure for years to come.It is with great honor and
pride that we present you with this award, recognizing
your decade of service and leadership. May it serve as a
symbol of our gratitude and admiration for all that
you've accomplished.



M R .  A N D R E  &  F R A N C I S  G U I C H A R D
Located on the first floor of the

Bronzeville Artist Lofts, Gallery Guichard

features a rotating collection of modern

and contemporary works from numerous

global artists including, Abiola Akintola,

Stephen ‘Sayo” Olalekan, Pearlie Taylor,

Marlene Campbell, Andre Guichard, and

many others.

 Gallery Guichard offers a wide range of

products and services, including, but not

limited to, fine art sales, home and office

curation packages, fine art rentals, gallery

rentals, heirlooms, and portrait pieces.

You can call our offices for quotes and

more information.

Gallery Guichard has proven itself as the

safe haven for fine art enthusiasts looking

to immerse themselves in a rich culture

that touches the soul!

For more information visit:

www.galleryguichard.com

Harmony in the Arts Award
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D I O N  D A W S O N  
Dion Dawson is a food-fighting social entrepreneur, philanthropic

leader, and founder focused on health equity through an innovative

and logistical lens. Dion's penchant for challenging the solvency of

food insecurity through the stabilization of the supply chain has

reinvigorated the traditional food distribution model and has been

met with worldwide attention. With data-driven operations,

consistent quality, and a deep commitment to a resident-informed

process that meets residents and recipients where they are, he

prioritizes the end-user experience.

Dion’s Chicago Dream is to improve health outcomes & center

health equity through its industry-leading approach to addressing

food security at the intersection of last-mile delivery and logistics.

Dion’s Dream is to use nutritional philanthropy as a catalyst to

build community and transform lives. As an idea born in the heart of

Englewood to give back to the community that raised him, Dion’s

initiative has expanded into a nonprofit social enterprise model

that champions workforce development and the stabilization of

food quality. Dion’s Chicago Dream’s Fridge, Deliveries and Vaults

provide a full suite of food access solutions for the diversity needed

of health equity circumstances.

For more information on Dion’s Chicago Dream visit:

www.dionschicagodream.com

Unsung Hero Award
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M A R C U S  B R O W N  

Marcus Brown  a social sciences

teacher at William H. Ryder  Math & 

Science Specialty School with a

passion for giving back to our youth.

With over ten years in the field of

education. I believe that our young

men need to see positive men in

their lives. Men that motivate and

uplift them daily. 

Educational Equity Award
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D R .  M A R L O N  H A Y W O O D  
&  T H E  U R B A N  M A L E  N E T W O R K

Dr. Marlon Haywood was born and raised on the Southside of

Chicago in the Englewood area. Never one to let his

environment dictate his future, he received his Doctoral degree

in Educational Leadership from Roosevelt University. He has a

Master’s Degree in Adult & Higher Education and a Bachelor’s of

Arts in Liberal Studies from Northern Illinois University (NIU).
 

Dr. Haywood’s life’s mission is to be a positive source of change

in the lives of young people, in particular young minority men.

His professional resume is one deeply rooted in service. While

serving as a Transition Specialist, he noticed the completion rate

for African American males who received their GED was low. To

serve as an intervention, he developed the male mentoring

program Urban Male Initiative, a program that provided

academic support to first-generation male students at Malcolm

X College. Dr. Haywood has expanded his work to include

elementary and high schools, where he started Urban Male

Network, a non-profit organization to works with teenage male

youth in Chicago.

For more information on Dr. Haywood visit:

https://www.urbanmalenetwork.org/about-us

T h e  L e g a c y  o f  H o p e
A w a r d
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V E N I T A  A B R A M S  
Venita ``Queen" Abrams-Credit is a proud member of Delta Sigma Theta

Sorority Incorporated. An alumna of Columbia College, a dedicated

Chicago Public School Drama Teacher, a Motivational Speaker, a Poet, a

Mother, a Grandmother, Playwright, she has written over 30 plays,

including her new play "Addiction" a profound exploration of Self-

manipulation, betrayal, and deception set to debut Dec. 7th & 8th 2024,

adds another layer to her legacy of impactful storytelling, author of 2

booked, 3rd book "From The Inside Out, an autobiography that relives

highs, lows and lessons learned in each chapter of her life. It will be an

inspiration and encouragement to others. It’s to be released in Spring

2024. As a Wife, Abrams completed not one but two Master's degrees and

will start her Ph.D. in the Fall of 2024—three soul-stirring soundtracks.

"Shattered, But Not Broken," a poetic collection, echoes the blues of life's

challenges and the praises of triumph. "Prince C.J.," a motivational

children's book, speaks to the hearts of the young, planting seeds of

inspiration. In 1991, the seeds of Queen's vision sprouted into NeKe’s

Theatre Company, a Non-Profit (501c3) organization that hosts Drama

Summer Camp for children from 6 to 18 years old. This entity, born out of

a desire to inspire, took to the streets of Chicago, touching lives with

inspirational theatrical productions involving children and adults. The

city's papers chronicled her involvement in community theatrical projects,

painting a vivid picture of the impact of art on transformation.

For more information on Ms. Abrams visit:

www.nekestheater.com

Hopeful Minds Award
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S T E M  P i o n e e r  A w a r d
C O R N E L I U S  G R I G G S

Cornelius was raised as a ward of the state for most of his
childhood and grew up in the City’s toughest neighborhoods,
including Cabrini Green and the Austin communities on the
West side of Chicago. His relationship with his grandfather,
along with other mentors enabled him to overcome adversity
and uncomfortable circumstances. His pursuit of knowledge
led to degrees from Chicago State University, Illinois
Institute of Technology, and Northwestern University.
Cornelius also honorably served his country during
Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom,
completing two tours in Qatar and Iraq earning him an Army
Commendation Medal. Cornelius is the President of GMA
Construction Group (“GMA”), a Minority and Veteran-owned
small business that provides General Contracting,
Construction Management, Design-Build, and Cost
Engineering services. He is also the President of GRE
Ventures LLC (“GRE”), a real estate development company
focusing on building affordable housing in disadvantaged
communities. Cornelius’s story is not just one of professional
achievements but also profound community engagement and
service. He has served in numerous capacities, including as a
Board Member for Introspect Youth Services, and
Commissioner at the City of Chicago Community
Development Commission. 
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New Life Covenant Southeast Church Senior Pastor, bestselling author, and acclaimed speaker

Pastor John F. Hannah, alongside the Greenwood Oasis board of directors, are dedicated to

propelling our event space to new heights. Our mission centers on fostering growth and community

transformation in Greater Grand Crossing and the south side of Chicago. Through diverse events

and job initiatives, we aim to ignite cultural and economic progress, leaving a lasting impact.

"The Movement," a 13-foot outdoor art installation by a renowned artist, symbolizes positive

momentum in the community. Crafted from unconventional materials, the stainless steel sculpture

features seven dancers, embodying the spirit of progress. Pastor Hannah emphasizes its role in

showcasing urban art creatively and fostering community expectations.

Board Member Brittany Applegate underscores the significance of "The Movement" as a symbol of

the South side's positive trajectory, instilling hope and creativity. Like Chicago's iconic "Cloud

Gate," or "The Bean," it is poised to become a historic landmark, uniting communities and inspiring

creativity. The official unveiling is slated for 2024.

P A S T O R  J O H N  H .  H A N N A H  &
T H E  G R E E N W O O D  O A S I S

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Urban Vanguard Award
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The Jaylen Burns Guardians
Against Gun Violence Award
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Hailing from Chicago, Brother Burns was a dedicated
student of industrial technology at JSU, admired for his
leadership and commitment to service. His untimely
departure has left a void that cannot be filled. In honor

of Brother Burns' memory and our shared mission, The
Ideal Education Foundation and The Iota Delta Lambda
chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. come
together to present The Jaylen Burns Guardians
Against Gun Violence Award to his parents. This award
serves as a tribute to those who display unwavering
strength in the face of adversity, particularly in the
realm of gun violence prevention. It symbolizes our
collective dedication to building a safer, more resilient
community in Brother Burns' honor.
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THANK  YOU  TO  OUR  TRUSTEES
CHAIRMAN
MARCUS A. PAYNE

TREASURER
TERRANCE YOUNG

TRUSTEE
EVERETT FONEY

TRUSTEE
DR. KEITH MCGEE

TRUSTEE
ANTHONY Q. SARTIN

CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS
PAUL MURRAY

STRATEGIC ADVISOR
PHILLIP SUTTON

VICE - CHAIRMAN
REV. JAMES FLINT

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
ALEJANDRO YOUNG

SECRETARY
ANTHONY FRAZIER JR.

TRUSTEE
CORTEZ L. WATKINS

TRUSTEE
CHAVEZ D. EPPS

TRUSTEE
JOSEPH CHARLES

PROGRAM MANAGER OF
EVENTS
NICK CONLEY




